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PREFACE. 


rT^HE  Hiftory  of  the  period  contained  in  this  Volume 
of  the  Annual  Regifter,  is  chiefly  remarkable  for 

i 

the  political  phenomenon  of  a  people,  abandoned  by  their 
Government  rifing  to  vindicate  their  natural  rights,  and 
oppofe  the  deflgns  of  artifice  and  oppreffion, 

/ 

Vidtorious  over  every  confederacy  which  had  hitherto 
been  formed  againft  him,  the  ruler  of  France  had  acquired 
a  power  unequalled  fince  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire; 
a  power  which  he  hardly  deigned  to  call  into  a&ion  ; 
for  he  conceived  the  bare  dread  of  it  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  ftifie  every  idea  of  attempting  to  difpute  his 
will — to  awe  into  trembling  filence  every  inclination 
to  complain  of  his  daring  proceedings.  The  patriotifin 
and  fpirit  of  independence  which  his  machinations 
rcufed  in  the  bofom  of  Spain  muft  have  greatly  fur- 
prifed  him.  From  the  fupinenefs,  with  which  fome  other 

nations 
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nations  had  fubmitted  to  have  their  eftablifhments  over¬ 
thrown,  or  new  Sovereigns  impofed  on  them,  bj  Buona- 

* 

partC,  he  thought  when  he  had  once  gotten  the  Royal 
Family  and  their  immediate  adherents  into  his  toils, 
that  the  Spanifh  people  would  be  humbly  content  to 
receive  any  mafter  whom  he  ehofe  to  fet  over  them. 
He  evidently  miftook  the  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  perhaps  defpifed  them,  or  he  would,  according  to 
the  dilates  of  his  ufual  fagacity,  have  prepared  fuch 
means  for  effecting  his  purpofe  in  the  firft  inftance,  as 
might  have  terrified  them  into  fubmiffion. 

The  efforts  of  this  people  were  doubtlefs  great  and 
noble ;  and  the  heroic  ftruggle  which  they  maintained 
againft  the  enemy  muft  infpire  pofterity  with  refpeCfc 
for  the  firmnefs  and  gallantry  of  the  Spanifh  character  : 
the  unexampled  conftancy  and  firmnefs  difplayed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Zaragoza,  during  the  fiege  of  that 
city,  are  worthy  of  the  higheft  admiration  ;  and  the 
conduct  of  leveral  of  the  armies  in  the  field  is  entitled 
to  applaule.  At  the  clofe  of  the  year,  indeed,  the  prof- 
peCts  of  Spain  were  clouded  ;  and  there  appeared  but 
{lender  hope  of  her  being  able  to  fur  in  ount  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  which  ffie  was  plunged.  In  proportion  as  her 

firft  fucceffes  raifed  the  expectations  of  political  fpecula- 

/ 
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tors  too  highly  in  her  fnvotii>  hei  fubfcijucnt  icvcilcs 
dcprclTed  their  citccm  for  her  more  thou  juftice  could 
•warrant.  It  was  rather  wondertul  that  ilte  had  foi  a 
time  checked  the  tide  of  aggreffion ;  than  that  (lie  was 
not  capable  of  completely  turning  the  ftream  of  it 


Conne£ted  with  the  popular  movements  in  Spain  were 
ihofe  of  Portugal :  an  Engliflt  army  was  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  latter  country  to  affilt  the  Patriots.  The 
operations  of  that  army  form  a  principal  feature  in  the 
Hiftory  of  the  year  to  the  eye  of  a  Briton  :  die  victory 

*  /  t 

at  Vimiera  and  the  convention  of  Cintra,  were  circum- 
fiances  as  powerfully  in  contraft,  as  the  fentiments  of  joy 
and  regret  which  they  called  forth. 

Although  the  affairs  of  the  Peninfola  throw  thofe  of 
other  nations  comparatively  into  the  fhade,  yet  many 
events  occurred  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  both  intereft- 
ing  and  important.  The  tranfaSions  in  Sweden  claim 
notice;  and  feveral  recent  publications  have  afforded 

t  A.  .  » 

the  means  of  throwing  fome  new  light  oo  them,  and  of 
accounting  for  meafures  hitherto  veiled  in  my  fiery,  or 
only  ©bfeurely  explained.  The  nominal  fovereignty  of 
the  Pope  was  this  year  deftroyed  by  the  union  of  the 
Roman  States  with  the  kingdom  of  Italy  ;  Tufcany, 

wlioife 
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whofe  Prince  had  already  been  expelled  from  his  throne, 
was  incorporated  with  the  French  empire ;  and  the 
crown  of  Naples  was  transferred  from  Jofeph  Buona¬ 
parte  to  Joachim  Murat,  who  had  married  the  fifter  of 
the  Gallic  chief. 

‘  -i  .  *.  ;  '/  .  ’  '  / 

Several  negotiations  took  place  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  other  Powers  :  thefe  were  poffibly  commenced 
without  much  real  probability  of  attaining  the  objects 
propofed  ;  and  were  consequently  brought  to  a  conclu- 
fion  without  disappointment. 

“*  t  *• 

The  Volume  for  1809  will  certainly  appear  early 
in  the  Winter,  and  arrangements  have  been  made,  on 
which  the  publiihers  truft  they  may  fafely  rely,  for  a  more 
fpgedy  production  of  the  Volumes  in  arrear. 
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Extraordinary  Jituation  of  Great  Britain  at  the  commencement  of  1808.  P ruf¬ 
fian  declaration.  Correfpoiidence  between  the  Au fir ian  and  Britijh  govern¬ 
ment  sy  relative  to  the  offer  of  the  former  to  mediate  a  general  peace .  Em- 
barraffment  of  the  American  republic  in  ref  pc  cl  to  its  maritime  trade.  It  lays 
an  embargo- on  all  vejfels  belonging  to  its  own  citizens ,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  Partial  alarm  in  Great  Britain  concerning  the  fate  of  commerce „ 
Petitions  of  the  manufacturers  for  peace.  Meeting  of  parliament ,  Sub- 
(lance  of  his  majcfy ' sfpeech.  The  addrefs  moved  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by 
the  earl  of  Galloway ,  and  feconded  by  lord  Kenyon.  The  duke  of  Norfolk 
moves  an  amendment ,  which  is  ultimately  negatived.  Speeches  of  vij count 
Sidmouth ,  lord  Grenville,  and  the  earls  of  B u cl: in  foa mfh ire  arid  Lauder¬ 
dale ,  071  the  addrefs ,  which  is  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Aberdeen  a?id  lord 
Hawke  fury .  Lord  Grenville  7mvcs  another  amendment,  v.’hich  is  etlfo  re¬ 
jected,  and  the  addrefs  is  carried.  A  prolefi  agaitifl  that  part  of  it,  approv¬ 
ing  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen ,  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  and 
fgned  by  the  dukes  of  Gloucefer  and  Norfolk,  the  earls  of  Moira  and 
Lauderdale,  earl  Grey,  vifeount  Sidmouth ,  and  lords  Holland  and  Erfkine. 
1  he  addrefs  moved  in  the  lower  houfe  by  vifeount  Hamilton  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Charles  Ellis.  Speeches  of  lord  Milton ,  Mr.  Ponfonby,  Mr.  Milne s, 
Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Windham,  and  other  members-  The 
addrefs  adopted.  On  the  report  being  brought  up,  a  new  debate  arifs,  in 
which  Mr.  Macdonald ,  Mr  Eden,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread,  Mr-  Hibbert ,  and  Mr.  Windham  take  a  part.  The  addrefs  finally 
ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefiy. 

SOON  after  the  commencement  the  continent,  except  Sweden,  in 
of  the  year  r8o8,  Great  Bri-  hoftility  to  her,  and  of  perceiving 
tain  was  placed  in  the  Unprecedented  her  commercial  intercourfe  with 
fituation  of  having  every  (late  on  America  fufpended.  The  king  of 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Series.  [A]  Pruffia, 
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Fruflla,  in  December  1807, 
a  declaration,  notifying  that  he  was 
compelled,  by  one  of  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  Tilfit,  to  (hut  the 
ports  of  his  dominions  againft  the 
Englifh  trade,  and  that  he  had 
broken  off  all  correfpondence  with 
the  court  of  London.  In  this  do¬ 
cument,  his  Fruffian  ma jelly  did 
not  diffemble  his  regret  at  being 
compelled  to  fan&ion  a  proceeding 
fo  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  his 
fubje&s.  The  paper,  indeed,  al- 
moll  amounted  to  an  open  avowal 
that  he  was  no  longer  mailer  of  his 
own  a&ions. 

The  rupture  of  the  friendlhip 
between  England  and  Auftria  arofe 
in  the  following  manner.  In  April 
1 807,  the  emperor  of  Auftria  made 
an  offer  to  become  the  mediator  of 
a  general  peace,  and  equally  invited 
the  cabinets  of  St.  James’s,  of  Pe- 
terfburgh,  of  Berlin,  and  of  the 
Thuilleries,  to  adopt  the  fame 
•onciliatory  views.  In  order  to 
facilitate  the  opening  of  negotia¬ 
tions  by  his  good  offices,  he  alfo 
propofed  any  place  in  his  domi¬ 
nions,  which  might  be  reciprocally 
convenient  to  the  different  parties, 
and  not  too  near  the  theatre  of 
war,  for  the  meeting  of  a  con- 
grefs. 

An  anfwer  was  immediately  re¬ 
turned  to  this  offer,  that  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  would  willingly  ac¬ 
cede  to  fuch  negotiations,  when¬ 
ever  the  confent  of  the  other 
powers  interefted  in  them  fhould 
be  obtained  to  do  the  fame ;  and 
that  his  majefty  would  lofe  no 
time  in  communicating  with  fuch  of 
thofe  powers  as  were  connected  with 
him  in  the  bonds  of  amity  and  con¬ 
fidential  intercourfe,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  afcertaining  their  views; 


and  if  thofe  views  Ihould  be  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  emperor’s  propofal, 
of(concerting  with  them  the  mode  in 
which  fuch  negotiations  fhould  be 
opened,  and  of  agreeing  upon  the 
principles  it  might  be  expedient 
previoufty  to  eftablifh,  as  the  bafu 
of  a  general  difcuffion  and  arrange* 
ment.  With  refpeft  to  the  place 
which  fhould  be  fele&ed  as  the 
feat  of  the  conferences,  it  was 
Hated  that  his  majefty  would  not 
object  to  any  which,  in  addition 
to  the  indifpenfable  qualification  of 
being  fufficiently  remote  from  the 
influence  of  the  war,  fhould  have 
that  of  affording  to  him,  in  an 
equal  degree  with  all  the  other  po¬ 
tentates  concerned,  the  opportunity 
of  a  prompt  and  uninterrupted  cor¬ 
refpondence  with  his  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries. 

Notwithftanding  this  explicit  re¬ 
ply,  it  feems  that  the  Auftrian empe¬ 
ror  conceived  his  propofition  to  be 
difregarded  by  the  Englifh  cabi¬ 
net  *j  and  no  further  fteps  were  taken 
in  the  affair,  until  after  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  treaty  of  Tilfit,  when 
the  prince  of  Starhemberg,  the  em¬ 
peror’s  ambaffador  at  the  Britifti 
court,  received  inftruftions  to  in. 
duce  his  majefty’s  fervants  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  France,  fo 
that  the  continental  peace  might 
be  connedled  with  and  confirmed  by 
a  maritime  peace.  As  no  official 
notes  were  prefen  ted  on  this  occa- 
fion,  it  is  impoflible  to  enter  into 
the  fubjeft  of  the  propofal  fa  id  to 
have  been  made  by  the  prince  of 
Starhemberg  ;  and  in  the  abfence 
of  all  teftimony,  it  is  but  fair  to 
conclude  that  the  verbal  communi¬ 
cations  of  the  Auftrian  envoy  to 
the  Englifh  government,  offered 
no  fatisfadlory  grounds  to  encou. 

rage 


*  Auftrian  Declaration,  dated  February  ilth,  i8©8. 
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rage  a  hope  of  terminating  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  Britifh  and 
French  cabinets. 

On  the  20  th  of  Novem- 
'  ber,  the  prince  of  Starhem- 
berg  tranfmitted  a  note  to  Mr. 
Canning,  informing  him  that  he 
had  received  pofitive  orders  from 
his  court,  to  make  to  the  Britifh 
miniftry  the  moft  earned:  reprefen- 
tationson  the  importance  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  ftruggle  between 
England  and  France,  the  effefis  of 
which  might  produce  the  moft 
fatal  confequences  to  the  reft  of 
Europe;  and  requefting,  bn  the 
part  of  the  emperor,  that  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  would  give  a  formal 
affurance  of  his  readinefs  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  for  a  maritime 
peace.  Mr.  Canning  ftated  in  re¬ 
ply,  that  as  his  majefty  had  re¬ 
peatedly  and  recently  declared  his 
defire  to  negotiate  for  a  peace  on 
fecure  and  honourable  terms,  and 
had  communicated  that  defire  to 
the  Auftrian  government  in  the 
moft  regular  and  authentic  manner, 
the  king  could  not  receive  without 
furprife  an  application  to  renew 
an  affurance  on  that  point  ;  but  in 
compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  a 
friendly  power,  expreffed  with  fo 
much  anxiety,  that  his  majefty  was 
willing  to  declare  once  more,  that 
he  was  then,  as  he  had  at  all  times 
been,  prepared  to  enter  into  con¬ 
ferences  for  effecting  fuch  a  peace 
as  fhould  fettle,  on  equal  terms, 
the  refpe&ive  inrerefts  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  engaged  in  the  war,  be  confift- 
ent  with  his  majefty’s  fidelity  to 
his  allies,  and  provide  for  the 
tranquillity  and  fecurity  of  Europe. 

On  the  firft  of  January  1808, 
the  prince  of  Starhemberg  ac¬ 
quainted  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
for  foreign  affairs  in  another  note, 


that  obeying  the  orders  of  his 
court,  it)  conforming  to  the  wi(h  of 
that  of  the  Thuilleries,  He  was 
charged  to  propofe  that  the  Englifh. 
miniftry  fhould  immediately  fend 
plenipotentiaries  to  Paris,  to  treat 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  peace 
between  all  the  powers  at  war  with 
Great  Britain  ;  and  he  mentioned 
that,  to  avoid  any  fpecies  of  delay, 
he  was  authorifed  by  France  to 
give  paffporrs  to  the  minifters 
whom  the  cabinet  of  faint  James’s 
might  appoint  for  that  purpofe. 

In  Mr.  Canning’s  anfwer  to  this 
communication,  it  was  obferved 
that  the  prince  of  Starhemberghad 
omitted  to  explain  whether  he  had 
been  commiftioned  by  his  imperial 
mafter,  or  by  the  government  of 
France,  to  propofe  that  Englifh 
plenipotentiaries  fhould  be  fent  to 
raris.  If  the  prince  had  afted 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  his 
court,  his  majefty  was  concerned 
that  fo  little  reference  fhould  have 
been  had,  in  framing  the  prefent 
propofal,  to  the  correfpondence 
which  had  already  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  London  and 
Vienna.  In  the  month  of  April 
laft,  his  majefty  had  accepted  the 
emperor’s  mediation,  and  he  could 
hardly  have  expected  that  the  fame 
offer  fhould  be  repeated,  without 
any  notification  of  the  acceptance 
of  thofe  conditions  which  were  at 
that  time  declared  indifpenfable 
preliminaries  to  negotiation  ;  and 
his  majefty  obferved  with  furprife, 
that  this  propofal  extended  only  to 
the  powers  combined  with  France 
in  the  war  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  not  to  the  allies  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  the  war  with  France.  If 
the  prince  of  Starhemberg  were 
merely  charged  by  his  court  to  con¬ 
vey  to  the  Britifh  cabinet  what- 
2]  <  eve* 
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ever  proportion  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  might  think  fit  to  in- 
truft  to  him,  it  was  remarked  that 
when  he  profefTed  to  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  another  power,  the  ftate- 
nicnt  of  feme  precife  authoriry,  and 
the  produ&ion  of  fome  fpecific  and 
authenticated  document,  could 
alone  juftify  the  court  to  which  he 
add  relied  himfelf,  in  founding  a 
public  and  important  meafure  upon 
fuch  a  communication.  His  majefty 
was  befides  called  upon  to  fend  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  to  Paris  to  negotiate 
for  a  peace,  without  the  ftighteft 
allufion  to  the  bafis  of  treating, 
though  the  experience  derived  from 
the  laft  negotiation  with  France, 
had  placed  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a 
previous  fettlement  beyond  contro- 
verfy.  His  majefty  was  willing  to 
treat  with  France :  but  he  would 
treat  only  on  a  footing  of  perfect 
equality.  He  was  ready  to  treat 
with  the  allies  of  France:  but  the 
negotiation  muft  equally  embrace 
the  interefts  of  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain.  As  foon  as  the  bafis  of 
negotiation  thould  be  fatisfadlorily 
afeertained,  and  an  unexceptionable 
place  for  the  conferences  agreed 
upon,  his  majefty  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  name  plenipotentiaries  to 
meet  thofe  of  the  other  powers  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  war  ;  but  he  would  not 
again  confent  to  fend  his  minifters 
to  a  hoftile  capital.  It  was  parti¬ 
cularly  declared  that  thisexpofition 
of  his  majefty’s  fentiments  was  ad> 
dreffed  to  the  minifter  of  the  Auf- 
trian  emperor ;  but  that,  as  the 
prince  of  Starhemberg  had  not 
given  requifite  proofs  of  being 
charged  to  enter  into  any  explana¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  he  was  not  authorifed  to 
take  any  fteps  in  the  name  of  his 
majefty,  with  the  cabinet  of  the 


Thuilleries.  Mr.  Canning’s  note 
was  dated  the  8th  of  January,  and 
on  the  1 2  th  the  prince  of  Starhem¬ 
berg  applied  for  paftports.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  quitted  the  country, 
and  the  emperor  of  Auftria,  in  the 
month  of  February,  publilhed  a 
declaration  announcing,  that  the 
connexion  which  had  hitherto  fub~ 
fitted  between  Auftria  and  Great 
Britain  was  diffolved. 

The  Americans  were  greatly  em- 
barrafled  by  the  increafed  rigour 
with  which  the  French  commercial 
decrees  were  carried  into  execution  ; 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1807,  they  either  confidently 
anticipated  fome  meafure  of  fevere 
retaliation  againft  France,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  or  actually 
received  an  account  of  the  laft  or¬ 
ders  in  council  promulgated  by  the 
Englifh  cabinet.  To  avoid  the 
difficulties  which  were  likely  to 
attend  the  maritime  trade  of  its 
citizens,  the  republic  determined, 
for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  abandon  fo¬ 
reign  commerce.  On  the  2  2d  of 
December  in  that  year,  the  con- 
grefs  pafled  an  at\  laying  an  em¬ 
bargo  on  all  (hips  belonging  to 
Americans,  in  the  harbours  of  the 
United  States,  but  permitting  the 
departure  of  any  foreign  veil'd, 
either  in  ballaft  or  with  merchan- 
dife,  when  the  mailer  of  fuch  vef- 
fel  was  apprifed  of  this  proceeding 
of  the  legiflature. 

The  manufacturers  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  contemplated  at  this  period 
the  poffible  decline  of  mercantile 
purfuits  with  much  alarm.  In 
leveral  diftri&s  of  the  kingdom 
public  meetings  were  held  for  the 
purpofe  of  petitioning  for  peace. 
Thefe  petitions  however  were  not 
congenial  with  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  general,  and  were  dis¬ 
couraged. 
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couraged  by  the  moft  refpedable 
members  of  the  oppofition.  The 
queftion  for  petitioning  was,  in¬ 
deed,  carried  in  fome  places,  parti¬ 
cularly  at  Leeds ;  but  the  majority 
of  the  nation  appeared  to  be  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced  that  the  prefent 
time  was  inaufpicious  to  pacific 
views. 

Parliament  was  opened  by  com- 
miflion  on  the  21ft  of  January.  In 
the  fpeech  read  on  this  occafion,  it 
was  mentioned,  that  foon  after  the 
negotiations  at  Tilfit,  his  majefty 
was  apprifedof  the  intentions  of  the 
enemy  to  combine  the  powers  of 
the  continent  in  a  general  confede¬ 
racy  tofubjugate  this  kingdom,  or 
impofe  on  it  an  infecure  and  igno¬ 
minious  peace.  For  this  purpofe, 
it  was  determined  to  force  into 
hoftiiity  againft  his  majefty,  ftates 
which  France  had  hitherto  allowed 
to  maintain  or  purchafe  their  neu¬ 
trality,  and  to  employ  the  whole 
naval  force  of  Europe,  efpecially 
the  fleets  of  Portugal  and  Den¬ 
mark,  againft  different  points  of 
his  majefty’s  dominions.  The  fe- 
veral  meafures  purfued  with  ref- 
ped  to  Denmark  and  Portugal 
were  then  detailed.  His  majefty 
expreffed  regret  that  an  imperious 
duty  had  compelled  him  to  refort 
to  force  againft  the  former,  and  fa- 
tisfadion  that  the  fleet  of  Portugal 
had  been  refcued  from  the  grafp  of 
France,  and  employed  in  convey¬ 
ing  to  its  American  pofteflions  the 
hopes  and  fortunes  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  monarchy.  The  fuccefs  of 
the  enemy  in  exciting  hoftili ties 
between  his  majefty  and  his  late 
allies,  the  emperors  of  Ruftia  and 
Auftria,  and  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
was  next  noticed  ;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  the  emperor  of  Ruftia 
had  attempted  to  juftify  his  pro¬ 
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ceedings  by  an  enumeration  of 
wrongs  and  grievances  which  had 
no  foundation,  but  that  no  caufe 
had  been  afligned  by  the  emperor 
of  Auftria  or  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
for  the  meafures  which  they  had 
adopted.  The  fpeech  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftate  that,  owing  to 
the  intrigues  of  France,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  had  not  been  able  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  war  with  the  Porte : 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  had  re¬ 
filled  every  attempt  to  induce  him 
to  abandon  the  alliance  of  Great 
Britain:  that  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between 
England  and  America,  which  was 
figned  in  December  1806,  had  not 
taken  effed,  as  the  prefident  of 
the  United  States  had  refufed  to 
ratify  that  inftrument :  that  for  an 
unauthorifed  ad  of  force  committed 
againft  an  American  {hip  of  war, 
his  majefty  had  not  hefitated  to 
offer  immediate  and  fpontaneous 
reparation  j  but  that  an  attempt 
had  been  made  by  the  American 
government  to  conned  with  the 
queftion  which  had  arifen  out  of 
that  ad,  pretenfions  inconfiftent 
with  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Britain — pretenfions  which  his  ma¬ 
jefty  was  determined  never  to  ad¬ 
mit ;  ftill  he  hoped  the  American 
government  would  be  aduated  by 
the  fame  defire  to  prefer ve  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  peace  and  friendihip  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  which  had 
ever  influenced  his  majefty's  con- 
dud,  and  that  any  difficulties  in 
the  depending  difcuflion  might  be 
effedually  removed.  Parliament 
was  farther  informed  that  the 
French  decree  for  blockading  this 
whole  kingdom,  had  been  in  the 
firft  in  ft  a  nee  met  by  a  meafure  of 
mitigated  retaliation,  but  this  hav¬ 
ing  proved  infufficient  for  its  objed. 
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it  had  been  found  neceffary  to  adopt 
others  of  greater  rigour,  which 
would  require  the  aid  of  both 
houfes  to  give  them  complete  ef¬ 
fect.  After  deferibing  as  a  fubjeft 
of  congratulation  the  augmented 
receipts  of  the  permanent  and  tem¬ 
porary  revenue,  this  unufually  long 
fpeech  concluded  in  thefe  words. 
<•  If  ever  there  was  a  juft  and  na¬ 
tional  war,  it  is  that  which  his 
majefty  is  now  compelled  to  profe.. 
«ute.  This  war  is  in  its  principle 
purely  defenfive  :  his  majefty  looks 
but  to  the  attainment  of  a  fecure 
and  honourable  peace  ;  but  fuch  a 
peace  can  only  be  negotiated  on  a 
footing  of  perfett  equality.  The 
eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the  world 
are  fixed  upon  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment.  If,  as  his  majefty  confi¬ 
dently  trufts,  you  difplay  in  this 
crifis  of  the  fate  of  the  country, 
the  chara&eriftic  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  nation,  and  face  unappalled 
the  unnatural  combination  which  is 
gathered  around  us,  his  majefty  bids 
us  toaffureyouof  his  firm  perfuafion, 
that,  under  the  blefting  of  Divine 
Providence,  the  ftruggle  will  prove 
ultimately  fuccefsful  and  glorious 
to  Great  Britain.  We  are  laftly 
commanded  to  allure  you,  that  in 
this  awful  and  momentous  conteft 
you  may  rely  on  the  firmnefsof  his 
majefty,  who  has  no  caufe  but  that 
of  his  people,  and  that  his  majefty 
reciprocally  relies  on  the  wifdom, 
/  the  conftancy,  and  the  affectionate 
fupport  of  his  parliament.” 

The  earl  of  Galloway  moved 
the  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  adverted  to  molt  of  the  topics 
of  the  fpeech.  He  applauded  the 
conduct  of  minifters  in  fending  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  and 
contended  that  the  fuccefs  of  it  had 
verified  every  predi&ion  of  go¬ 


vernment  ;  for  an  arfenal  over  fup- 
piied  with  every  material  of  equip¬ 
ment,  magazines  replete  with  ftores, 
afeertained  to  have  been  purchafed 
by  the  agents  of  France,  and  thole 
demonftrations  which  could  not 
efcape  the  eye  of  a  feaman,  that 
the  fleet  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
fitted  out,  had  been  difeovered. 
Had  minifters  negle&ed  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  naval  fuperiority 
of  this  country  to  fecure  the 
Danifh  fleet,  what  would  have 
been  the  refult?  Would  any  man 
doubt  that  the  fpeech  would  have 
direfted  parliament  to  prepare 
againft  a  naval  confederacy,  com- 
pofed  of  a  force  equal  to  forty  fail 
of  the  line,  and  deftined  againft 
this  country  ?  Would  not,  in  that 
cafe,  the  nation  have  been  indig¬ 
nant  at  the  negligence  of  govern¬ 
ment  ?  Next  to  fecuring  the  fleet 
of  Denmark,  the  noble  lord  confl- 
dered  the  meafure  of  inducing  the 
court  of  Portugal  to  emigrate  to 
the  Brazils,  as  likely  to  produce 
the  moft  beneficial  confcquences. 
With  refpeft  to  the  hoftility  of 
Rufiia,  he  thought  fome  good  might 
be  extra&ed  out  of  that  evil ;  he 
hoped  that  we  lbould  become  inde¬ 
pendent  of  her  for  ever.  If  the 
legiflature  of  England  would  grant 
a  liberal  bounty  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  hemp  and  flax,  we 
might  hereafter  rejoice  in  our  quar¬ 
rel  with  Rufiia.  He  trufted  that  a 
Britifh  force  would  aid  the  king  of 
Sweden  in  the  Baltic;  for  that  in¬ 
dependent  monarch  merited  every 
eulogium.  His  lordftn’p  rather 
diffented  from  the  opinions  of  his 
majefty's  fervants  concerning  Ame¬ 
rica.  Though  he  did  not  intend 
to  difpute  the  principle  of  refpeft 
due  to  national  fhips  of  war,  as 
applicable  to  the  ftates  of  Europe, 

yet 
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yet  as  merited  by  America,  if  all 
the  details  relative  to  the  affair  of 
the  Chefapeak  were  before  their 
Jordlhips,  he  conceived  they  would 
queftion  it.  He  was  however  hap¬ 
py  to  learn,  by  the  tenor  of  the 
fpeech,  that'  government  did  not 
mean  to  concede  one  point  more  to 
that  illiberal  and  prejudiced  people. 
We  mull  make  a  ftand  fomewhere  ; 
and  where  could  we  do  it  better 
than  in  defence  of  our  feamen  and 
trade,  which  America  demanded  ? 
As  to  peace,  France  gave  us  the 
beft  proofs  of  its  impracticability, 
by  telling  the  world  that  her  only 
aim  was  to  humble  the  naval  pride 
of  Britain.  His  lordfhip  obferved 
that  though  the  continental  powers 
might  arm  againft  us  at  the  will  of 
Buonaparte,  he  believed  their  hearts 
were  with  us ;  and  he  impreflcd  on 
the  houfe  the  importance  of  unani¬ 
mity,  an  example  of  which  he 
trufted  their  lordihips  would  give 
by  agreeing  to  the  addrefs. 

Lord  Galloway’s  motion  was 
feconded  by  lord  Kenyon,  in  a  long 
fpeech  generally  praifing  the  con¬ 
duct  of  adminiftration.  The  duke 
of  Norfolk  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs,  that  the  para¬ 
graph  approving  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  fhould  be  omitted ; 
for  though  he  did  not  wifh  to  be 
underftood  as  condemning  that  tranf- 
aftion,  he  could  not  bring  his  mind 
to  fanftion  it,  without  fome  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  propriety,  and  no  in¬ 
formation  was  promifed  on  the  fub- 
je<5t  by  government.  In  thefe  fen- 
timents  he  was  followed  by  lord 
Sidmouth,  who  lamented  that  mi- 
nifters  had  not  abftained  from  in¬ 
troducing  topics  into  the  fpeech  and 
addrefs,  upon  which  a  difference  of 
opinion  was  likely  to  prevail.  He 
laid  that  he  could  not,  confifteiltly 
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with  his  duty  to  his  fovereign,  or 
his  refpeft  for  his  own  character 
concur  in  approving  what  had  taken 
place  at  Copenhagen,  without  fur¬ 
ther  information.  It  had  been 
averred  that  the  hoflile  deflgns  of 
Denmark  had  been  proved.  In 
what  were  thofe  hoflile  deflgns  in¬ 
dicated  ?  Were  they  fhown  in  the 
conduft  of  that  power  when  the 
Britifh  fleet  entered  the  Baltic  if 
At  that  time  the  army  of  Denmark 
was  in  Holllein,  prepared  to  reflft 
the  French  or  any  other  power  that 
fhould  attempt  to  violate  its  neu¬ 
trality.  Was  the  Danifli  navy 
ready  either  to  make  or  repel  an 
attack  ?  He  was  told,  that  the 
quantity  of  naval  ffores  coilefted  in 
the  arfenal  of  Copenhagen  was  a 
proof  of  the  hoflile  intentions  of 
that  court.  Thefe,  it  was  faid, 
were  coilefted  on  account  of  France , 
and  for  French  purpofes.  But  thefe 
could  not  have  been  the  motives 
for  the  expedition  to  the  Baltic, 
When  did  this  perfeft  underflanding 
between  Denmark  and  France  take 
place  ?  Was  it  before  or  after  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit  ?  The  definitive 
treaty  between  France  and  Rulfia 
was  figned  on  the  8th  of  July,  and 
lord  Gambier  entered  the  Baltic  on 
the  3d  of  Auguft.  This  circum- 
ftance  was  fuflicient  to  prove,  that 
minifters  did  not  aft  upon  any  in. 
formation  they  had  obtained  of  the 
fecret  engagements  between  France 
and  Ruflia,  and  in  which  they  would 
have  it  to  be  underftood  that  Den¬ 
mark  had  concurred.  To  juftify 
therefore  the  attack  upon  Copen¬ 
hagen,  it  ought  to  have  been  made 
clear  that  the  danger  was  a  danger 
of  great  magnitude,  and  fuch  as 
could  not  be  warded  off  by  any 
other  means;  for  certainly  the  ca¬ 
lamity  inflifted  was  not  propor¬ 
tioned 
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tioned  to  the  calamity  apprehended. 
He  could  not  give  his  affent  to  the 
opinion,  that  if  Holftein  were  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  French,  Zealand 
would  be  at  their  mercy.  Nothing 
but  fuch  a  froft  as  would  render  the 
Great  Belt  paflable  by  an  army, 
could  have  endangered  the  fafety  of 
that  ifland.  Even  fuppofmg  that 
the  French  had  been  able  to  get 
over  to  Zealand,  and  obtain  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Danifh  fleet,  he  would 
not  f©  derogate  from  the  valour, 
the  adivity,  and  the  exalted  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Britiih  navy,  as  to 
admit  that  any  well-grounded  ap- 
prehenfion  was  to  be  entertained 
from  the  addition  of  fixteen  fail  of 
the  line  to  the  maritime  ftrength  of 
the  enemy.  The  fhips  were  much 
inferior  to  thofe  of  Britain,  France, 
or  Spain  :  but  it  was  not  fhips,  but 
men  that  this  country  wanted.  He 
(hould  have  been  more  difpofed  to 
approve  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Baltic,  if  minifters  had  aded  con- 
fiftently.  If  they  had  attacked 
Cronftadt,  taken  pofleflion  of  the 
Ruffian  navy,  and  by  fuch  an  en- 
terprife  made  us  the  undifputed 
mailers  of  that  fea,  fuch  an  aft 
would  have  accorded  with  the  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  juftice.  There  were 
fome  parts  of  the  add  refs,  however, 
from  which  lord  Sidmouth  could 
not  withhold  his  entire  approval. 
He  could  not  fpeak  in  terms  of  ade¬ 
quate  praife  of  the  emigration  of 
the  court  of  Lifbon.  It  was  a 
meafure,  he  obfcrved,  which  re¬ 
flected  immortal  honour  on  the  fo- 
vereign  of  Portugal,  and  which 
promifed  the  greateft  advantages  to 
England,  not  immediately  indeed, 
|jUt  ultimately.  In  regard  to  the 
difpiite  with  America,  he  thought 
nur  government  had  afted  wifely  in 
p0t  Unfitting  on  the  right  of  fearch- 


ing  fhips  of  war.  His  lordfhip  then 
took  occaflon  to  commend  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  a  noble  vifcount  (Mil- 
ton)  in  Yorkfhire,  who  had  exalted 
his  charafter  by  diffuading  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  petitioning  for  peace.  The 
way  to  reftore  peace  was  to  adopt 
a  plan  of  expenditure,  that  fhould 
enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
to  convince  the  enemy  of  the  hope- 
leffnefs  of  purfuing  it  with  a  view 
of  ruining  our  finances.  It  was  in 
vain  to  look  for  a  fecure  peace, 
unlefs  a  military  fyftem  fhould  be 
adopted  that  would  be  available  in 
peace  as  well  as  war. 

The  earl  of  Aberdeen  defended 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen. 
There  wanted,  he  faid,  no  greater 
proof  of  the  inability  of  the  Da- 
nifh  government  to  relift  the  power 
of  France,  and  the  determination 
of  the  latter  to  compel  it  to  join  in 
hoftility  againft  this  country,  than 
its  acceding  to  the  northern  confe¬ 
deracy  in  the  year  1801,  and  al¬ 
leging  as  a  reafon  for  that  proceed¬ 
ing,  that  it  was  unable  to  refill  the 
power  of  Ruflia.  Much  •  had  been 
faid  againft  the  unprecedented  na- 
ture  of  this  expedition ;  but  there 
was  a  precedent  of  a  very  recent 
date,  in  the  conduCt  of  the  late 
minifters  to  Turkey  ;  and  he  did 
not  conceive  it  more  probable  that 
the  Turkifh  fleet  fhould  fail  into 
the  Englifh  channel  than  the  Da- 
nifh. 

Lord  Grenville  retraced  and  en, 
larged  on  all  lord  Sidmouth’s  ar¬ 
guments  againft  the  expedition  to 
the  Baltic.  He  infilled  that  the 
equity  of  that  tranfadion  relied 
completely  on  aftumptions  in  the 
firfl  inftance,  which  were  after¬ 
wards  magnified  into  aflertions,  and 
at  length  introduced  by  minifters  as 
fads  into  his  majefty’s  fpeech.  It 
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had  been  argued  that  the  proceed¬ 
ing  in  queftion  had  a  precedent  in 
the  expedition  to  Conftantinople  ; 
the  objeft  of  that  undertaking, 
however,  was  not  to  feize  the  Tur- 
kifh  fleet,  but  to  compel  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  treaties.  As  to  the  other 
points  of  the  fpeech,  he  could  not 
help  lamenting,  that,  on  the  fub- 
jett  of  peace,  it  fhould  have  been 
fo  worded  as  to  create  a  belief  that 
peace  would  be  rejeded.  Though 
he  was  the  laft  man  to  call  in  quef- 
tion  the  right  of  the  people  to  peti¬ 
tion,  he  obje&ed  to  petitions  for 
peace  as  particularly  injurious,  not 
becaufe  they  imparted  to  ths  French 
ruler  any  new  fadt  with  refpedt  to 
the  fltuation  of  the  country,  but 
becaufe  they  tended  to  convey  to 
the  enemy  an  exaggerated  view  of 
that  fltuation,  which  operated  ra¬ 
ther  to  retard  than  accelerate  peace. 
He  however  could  not  conceive  any 
thing  more  prepofterous  than  the 
two  propofltions  aflumed  by  minif- 
ters ;  firft,  that  we  fliould  not  enter 
into  a  negotiation  unlefs  the  bafis  of 
it  were  previoufly  fettled ;  and  fe- 
condly,  that  we  fhould  not  avail 
ourfelves  of  the  mediation  of  any 
power,  not  perfedliy  impartial. 
Concerning  the  firft,  he  averred  that 
in  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  nego¬ 
tiations  of  this  or  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  there  was  no  precedent  to  fuf- 
tain  it ;  and  the  experience  derived 
from  the  laft  negotiation  with 
France  warranted  a  different  con- 
clufion,  for  it  was  manifeft  that  it 
proved  how  unimportant  it  was  to 
obtain  the  previous  ftatement  of  a 
bafis.  The  fecond  propofttion  was 
peculiarly  untenable,  becaufe  a  me¬ 
diator  was  not  accepted  as  an  um¬ 
pire,  but  merely  as  a  medium  for 
facilitating  our  communications 
with  the  enemy.  If  the  mediator 


were  partial  to  the  enemy,  what 
injury  could  refult  to  us  ?  We 
were  not  bound  by  his  fentiments, 
though  we  might  avail  ourfelves  of 
his  interpofltion.  There  might  be 
reafons  for  rejedling  the  mediation 
of  Ruflia,  and  that  we  had  the 
right  to  make  that  rejedlion,  if 
adequate  reafons  exifted,  he  did 
not  deny  ;  but  he  muft  cenfure  the 
advancement  of  new  do&rines, 
which  were  equally  irreconcilable 
with  pradfice  and  principle. 

It  appeared  to  him,  that  minifters 
had  formed  an  erroneous  idea  of 
the  advantages  likely  to  be  derived 
from  the  emigration  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  government  to  the  Brazils. 
The  Ample  quell  ions  were,  what  had 
we  loft,  and  what  had  we  gained 
by  it  ?  We  had  loft  two  of  the 
moft  important  ports  for  us  on  the 
whole  coaft  of  the  continent,  Lift. 
bon  and  Oporto  ;  and  what  had  we 
gained  ?  Sir  George  Staunton  had 
flated,  that  when  he  was  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  the  Ihops  were  glutted  with 
Englilh  goods.  What  then  were  we 
to  obtain  from  the  prefence  of  the 
prince  of  Brazils  in  that  fettle- 
ment  ?  How  were  the  Brazils  to 
be  made  more  productive  for  this 
country,  than  they  had  been,  by 
any  other  means  than  thofe  which 
would  tend  to  the  confummate  ruin 
of  our  own  colonies  ?  The  in- 
creafed  culture  of  the  Brazils,  far 
from  being  of  fervice,  muft  be 
hurtful  to  England.  It  was  not  to 
be  conceived  how  the  transfer  of 
the  Portuguefe  court  to  that  terri¬ 
tory,  could  extend  the  market  for 
our  goods,  which  it  had  already 
afforded;  indeed,  he  was  rather  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  turn  out  more 
advantageous  to  France  than  to 
Great  Britain.  Pafling  on  to  our 
relations  with  America,  lord  Gren¬ 
ville 
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ville  declared  that  the  greateft  ad¬ 
ditional  calamity  for  us,  and  the 
greateft  benefit  to  France  that  could 
well  be  imagined,  would  be  a  war 
with  that  republic.  Though  fiich 
was  alfo  the  language  of  minif- 
ters,  they  had  abfolutely  altered 
the  law  of  the  land  to  promote  hof- 
tility.  The  fpeech,  he  remarked, 
had  ftudioufly  feparated  the  two 
queftions  involved  in  our  contro- 
verfy  with  America  ;  namely,  that 
of  the  affair  of  the  Chefapeak,  and 
that  relating  to  our  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil.  But  did  any  man  fuppofe,  that 
thofe  queftions  would  be  feparated 
in  America  ?  No :  nor  could  they 
be  feparated  in  difcuflion  here.  In 
examining  the  orders  in  council, 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  in  three 
points  of  view ;  firft,  as  they  af- 
feded  our  commerce  ;  fecondly,  as 
they  affeded  the  conftitution  ;  and 
laftly,  as  they  affeded  our  nego¬ 
tiations  with  America.  When  all 
the  papers  relative  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  queftion  were  laid  before  the 
houfe,  it  would  be  for  it  particu¬ 
larly  to  enquire,  whether  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  government  could  conftitution- 
ally  enad  fuch  prohibitions,  as 
thofe  orders  in  council  contained ; 
next,  whether  the  time  chofen  for 
iffuing  thofe  orders  was  not  pecu¬ 
liarly  exceptionable,  as  they  mult 
ferve  fo  much  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  Americans,  already  ftrongly 
excited  againft  us ;  and  alfo  whe¬ 
ther  we  had  any  right  thus  to  an¬ 
nihilate  the  whole  trade  of  Ame¬ 
rica?  Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  was 
informed  that  America  had  received 
the  raoft  fatisfadory  afiurances  from 
the  French  government,  that  its 
blockading  decree  would  not  be 
aded  on  againft  American  (hipping. 
In  point  of  fad,  it  appeared  that 
it  was  never  fo  aded  on.  Then 


the  whole  foundation  upon  which 
our  orders  in  council  refted  was 
done  away,  and  minifters  by  their 
indifcreet  precipitancy  had  put  un- 
neceflary  fetters  upon  our  own  com¬ 
merce,  as  well  as  a  total  and  unjuft 
prohibition  on  that  of  America* 
His  lordfhip  faid,  he  firmly  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  firft  extravagant 
commercial  decree  of  France,  and 
all  the  reft  of  the  fame  charader 
which  had  fince  followed,  were 
mere  experiments  upon  the  wifdom 
and  difcretion  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  thefe  experiments 
had  unfortunately  been  too  fuccefs- 
ful,  by  irritating  minifters  to  come 
forward  and  execute  decrees,  which 
had  it  not  been  for  their  aid,  muft 
have  been  a  mere  dead  letter,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  ports  of  France,  The 
French  decrees  could  have  availed 
nothing,  if  his  majefty’s  fervartfs 
had  aded  prudently,  but  they  had 
placed  this  country  in  that  ftate 
with  refped  to  America,  in  which 
France  would  other  wife  have  been. 
Lord  Grenville  concluded  with  an 
imprefiive  appeal  to  the  houfe  on  the 
neceflity  of  an  immediate  enquiry 
into  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  in  order 
that  meafures  might  be  adopted  to 
conciliate  the  population  of  that 
country  ;  for  compared  to  the  quef- 
jion  of  Ireland,  every  other  fuk- 
jed  which  called  for  attention — - 
every  topic  that  had  been  alluded 
to  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  was 
trifling — was  in  fad  little  elfe  than 
driving  nails  into  the  (heathings  of 
a  (hip,  when  her  main  timbers  were 
on  the  point  of  darting. 

Lord  Hawkcftmry  had  no  hefits- 
tion  in  faying,  his  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment  had  received  intelligence, 
that  there  were  fecret  engagements 
entered  into  at  Tilfit  to  employ 
the  navies  of  Denmark  and  Portu¬ 
gal 
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gal  againft:  this  country,  though 
the  evidence  required  by  noble  lords 
to  prove  this  fad,  was  of  a  defcrip- 
tion  which  could  not  be  produced. 
If  government  were  to  communi¬ 
cate  private  information,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  all  confidence, 
and  at  this  time,  when  Europe  was 
under  the  controul  of  France,  the 
lives  of  individuals  friendly  to  this 
country,  would  inevitably  fall  a 
facrifice.  That  intelligence  was, 
however,  corroborated  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  channels  wholly  un- 
conneded  with  each  other:  firft, 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  Portuguefe 
cabinet,  to  which  it  was  propofed 
to  make  common  caufe  with  the 
continent  againft  England,  and  to 
unite  its  fleet  with  that  of  France, 
of  Spain,  and  of  Denmark,  to  en¬ 
able  the  confederacy  to  make  a  ge¬ 
neral  attack  on  thefe  iflands :  fe- 
condly,  by  the  evidence  of  diffe¬ 
rent  perfons  in  Ireland,  where  it 
was  promifed  to  the  difaffeded,  that 
the  combined  fleets  of  Spain,  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  Denmark,  fhould  make 
a  defcent  both  on  Ireland  and  this 
country  ;  and  even  the  time  when 
the  defign  was  to  be  carried  into 
execution  was  pointed  out.  As  to 
the  intentions  of  Denmark  towards 
Great  Britain,  it  was  well  known 
that,  upon  a  comparifon  of  the  two 
evils,  fhe  confldered  a  war  with 
Prance  more  difadvantageous  to 
her,  than  a  war  with  England.  It 
had  been  ftated  that  it  would  have 
been  confident,  if  minifters  had  di- 
reded  an  attack  on  Cronftadt  and 
the  Ruffian  fleet;  but  there  were 
abundant  reafons  for  not  doing  fo. 
Would  it  have  been  wife  to  proceed 
to  Cronfladt,  and  feize  the  Ruffian 
fleet,  while  flxteen  fail  cf  the  line 
were  left  behind  the  Britifh  forces  ? 
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The  Ruffian  fleet  befides  was  not  fo 
ready  for  fea,  nor  fo  well  calculated 
in  any  refped  as  that  of  Denmark 
to  carry  the  defigns  of  the  enemy 
into  execution.  Much  had  been 
urged  againft  the  orders  in  council, 
but  while  a  negotiation  with  Ame¬ 
rica  was  pending,  it  was  better  to 
abftain  from  any  difeuffion  on  thofe 
points,  which  would  only  tend  more 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  two 
countries.  Lord  Hawkefbury  la¬ 
mented  the  uncalled-for  mention  of 
the  ftate  of  Ireland.  The  concef- 
fions  alluded  to,  he  faid,  could  not 
now  be  thought  of ;  and  indeed  if 
they  were  made,  they,  would  only 
lead  to  new  demands. 

The  earls  of  Buckinghamfhire 
and  Lauderdale  argued  ftrongiy 
againft  the  expedition  to  the  Bal¬ 
tic  ;  and  the  latter  declared  the 
late  orders  of  council  to  be  highly 
unconftitutional,  as  they  confifcated 
property,  and  difpenfed  with  the 
navigation  adl,  without  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament.  The  duke  of 
Norfolk's  amendment  was  then  put 
and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
Lord  Grenville  moved  another 
amendment.  The  addrefs,  he  ob- 
lerved,  implied  an  approval  of  re¬ 
jetfling  the  mediation  of  Ruffia. 
Inftead  of  which,  he  propofed  to 
infert  words  to  ftate,  that  their 
lordlhips  could  not  give  any  opinion 
on  the  fubje<ft,  until  the  neceffary 
information  was  given  them.  This 
motion  was  alfo  negatived  without 
a  divifion,  and  the  original  addrefs 
agreed  to ;  but  againft  that  para¬ 
graph  of  the  addrefs,  which  con¬ 
tained  fentiments  approving  of  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  a  pro- 
teft  was  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  figned  by  the  dukes  of 
Gloucefter  and  Norfolk,  the  earls 
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of  Moira  and  Lauderdale,  earl 
Grey,  vifcount  Sidmouth  and  lord 
Holland. 

The  addrefs  was  moved  in  the 
honfe  of  commons  by  vifcount 
Hamilton,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Charles  Ellis.  The  former  con- 
trafted  the  happinefs  and  liberty 
•which  England  enjoyed  by  her 
fpirited  exertions  againfl  France, 
with  the  mifery  and  oppreffion  en¬ 
dured  by  the  dates  that  had  fub- 
mitted  to  that  encroaching  power. 
We  alone,  he  truly  faid,  had  avoid¬ 
ed  becoming  the  victims  of  the  cre¬ 
dulity,  the  irrefolution,  and  the 
delay,  which  had  overwhelmed  all 
other  countries.  He  trufled  that 
at  fhch  a  crifis,  encompaffed  as  we 
were  by  external  perils,  we  lhould 
never  be  curfed  with  the  greateft  of 
all  evils,  a  timid  and  feeble  go¬ 
vernment.  Vifcount  Hamilton  pro¬ 
nounced  a  panegyric  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Denmark  ;  and  challenged 
the  annals  of  Europe  to  produce  an 
inftance  of  a  warlike  enterprife,  in 
which  fo  much  in  treaty  had  been 
reforted  to  before  fuccefs,  and  fo 
much  forbearance  manifefled  after 
it.  What  his  ma jelly's  minifters 
had  planned  with  decifion,  they 
had  carried  into  effed  with  a  force 
which  could  leave  the  Danes  no 
hope  of  triumphing  in  a  conteft  ; 
and  he  confeffed  rhat  he  could  no 
more  confider  the  Danifh  govern¬ 
ment  as  jultified  in  facrificmg  the 
lives  of  fo  many  valiant  men  in 
ufelefs  refinance,  than  he  could  ad¬ 
mire  the  heroifm  of  the  prince, 
who,  himfelf  efcaping  from  the 
dangers  by  which  he  was  envi¬ 
roned,  coolly  devoted  his  capital 
to  deftrudion,  and  its  inhabitants 
to  {laughter.  His  lordfhip  then 
touched  on  tile  other  topics  of  the 


fpeech,  but  the  remarks  which  he 
made,  were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
thrown  out  by  the  fupporters  of 
adminiftration  in  the  houfeoflords. 
Mr.  Charles  Ellis  alfo  defcantcd  on 
the  fame  fubjeds  with  much  point 
and  force ;  and  afferted,  that  by 
exerting  our  marine  ftrength  in 
every  poffible  diredion,  we  might 
fhowthe  enemy,  that  a  predominant 
navy  gave  a  power  fcarcely  inferior 
to  that  of  a  conquering  army;  we 
might  controul  the  haughty  mind 
of  the  French  ruler,  and  infpire  him 
with  that  refped  for  this  country, 
which  alone  would  infure  permanent 
tranquility. 

Lord  Milton  did  not  oppofe  the 
addrefs,  but  expreffed  his  regret, 
that  when  Ruffia  offered  her  good 
offices  to  mediate  a  peace,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  had  not  thought 
fit  to  accept  them.  He  could  not 
be  fufpeded  of  any  difpofition  at 
this  moment  to  encourage  a  divi- 
fion  of  opinion  on  the  fubjed  of 
peace  or  war,  after  recent  occur¬ 
rences  of  confiderable  publicity, 
in  which  he  had  taken  a  decided 
part.  At  the  fame  time,  when  he 
heard  highly  coloured  defcriptions 
of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  he  could 
not  avoid  obferving,  that  had  the 
perfons  who  made  the  aflertions  con¬ 
tained  in  them,  attended  more  to  the 
cafe,  they  would  have  abftained 
from  them.  Locked  up  as  we  were 
from  the  continent,  clofed  as  every 
market  was  to  our  manufadures, 
how  was  it  poffible  that  our  com¬ 
merce  could  thrive  or  be  in  a  flou- 
rifhing  condition  ?  With  refped 
to  the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  he 
muft  think  that  to  affail  a  neutral 
country  as  we  had  done,  was, 
prima  facie ,  unjuftifiable,  although 
he  admitted  that  the  tranfadion 
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might  be  warranted  by  circum- 
ftances  of  which  he  was  then  igno¬ 
rant. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  faid,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  give  a  dire& 
opinion  on  the  intercourfe  between 
the  cabinet  of  London  and  the 
courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Vienna. 
Were  he  to  fpeak  generally  on  the 
fubjeft  of  peace  or  war,  he  would 
fay  that  peace  was,  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  firft  intereft  of  England  ; 
but  he  could  not  decide  pofitively 
on  this  particular  fubjeft,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  papers,  which  would 
ihew,  whether  or  not  peace  could 
have  been  obtained,  compatibly 
with  the  honour  of  the  country. 
To  France  he  hoped  England  would 
never  bow  her  head.  At  this  par¬ 
ticular  juncture  he  was  fully  aware 
how  much  it  became  her,  to  ft  and 
firmly  on  the  high  ground  to  which 
fire  was  entitled,  by  her  dignity 
and  her  refources.  With  regard 
to  the  affair  of  Copenhagen,  if  he 
might  defcribe  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jcfty’s  minifters  on  this  fubjeft,  it 
was  to  obtain  from  parliament  an 
unqualified  approbation  of  their  con¬ 
duct,  without  laying-  before  it  any 
evidence  of  the  urgency  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  by  which  they  had  been  im¬ 
pelled.  In  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
prefen t  war,  it  had  been  the  high 
boaft  of  this  country,  that  her 
proceedings  had  been  uniformly 
juft,  forbearing,  and  moderate. 
The  maintenance  of  fuch  a  cha¬ 
racter  for  honour,  dignity,  and 
fidelity,  rauft  in  a  long  conteft  be 
the  fureft  pledge  of  fuccefs.  If 
therefore  government  did  not  mean 
to  produce  any  papers  to  throw 
light  on  the  inducements  for  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  it  was 
impofiible  for  him  to  concur  in  that 
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part  of  the  addrefs  commending  it. 
He,  however,  pledged  himfelf  to 
move,  on  a  future  day,  for  the  pro- 
du&ion  of  thofe  papers,  in  order 
that  the  'matter  might  be  regularly 
difeuffed. 

Mr.  Milnes  admitted,  that  had 
the  powers  of  Europe  been  fuffered 
to  enjoy  their  independence,  or  if 
Denmark  could  have  remained  in- 
dependent,  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
politic  in  us  to  adopt  the  meafure 
which  had  been  fo  much  complained 
of.  He  thought  minifters  had  ufed 
a  wife  diferetion  in  judging  of  the 
necelfity  of  the  aCt  in  queftion.  He 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Vattel  to 
Ihew,  that  when  the  fecurity  of  a 
nation  was  threatened,  its  govern¬ 
ment  fhouid  ad  on  reafonable  pre¬ 
emption.  He  contended  that  the 
ftate  of  Europe  proved  it  was  im- 
poffihle  for  Denmark  to  preferve 
her  neutrality;  for  furely  it  was 
not  to  be  ftippofed  that  France 
would  fpare  her  alone,  after  having 
virtually  fubjeded  all  other  nations 
on  the  continent  to  its  couitroul. 

Mr.  Whitbread  denied  that  the 
paflfage  which  was  quoted  from 
Vattel,  could  apply  to  the  defence 
ol  a  proceeding  fo  cruel  and  unjuft 
in  its  principle,  as  the  expedition 
to  the  Baltic,  and  which  he  feared 
would  prove  baneful  in  its  confe- 
quences  to  this  country.  By  the 
attack  we  had  gained  fifteen  ufelcfs 
hulks;  but  h  .d  excited  an  inex- 
tinguilhable  hatred  in  the  breafts 
of  the  fuhjeds  of  Denmark,  and 
had  given  her  whole  maritime  po¬ 
pulation  to  France.  Minifters  af. 
ferted  that  they  had  fome  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  hoitile  defigns  of  Den¬ 
mark;  from  his  heart  he  believed 
they  had  none.  If  that  power 
had  been  diipof  d  to  league  with 
Ruffia  and  France,  was  it  not  ra¬ 
tional 
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tional  to  fuppofe  that  flie  would 
have  concentrated  her  army  in 
Zealand  to  refill  the  attack  of  a 
nation  againll  which  fhe  had 
combined  ?  Upon  this  point  they 
had  affertion  againll  afiertion  ;  and 
he  believed  the  word  of  the  prince 
royal  of  Denmark,  in  preference 
to  that  of  his  majelly’s  fervants. 
Minillers,  hefaid,  had  taken  credit 
for  the  emigration  of  the  court  of 
Lilhon :  he  could  not  admit  their 
claims  in  that  refpeft,  although  he 
thought  the  event  would  in  time 
be  beneficial  to  the  country.  It 
wa«  not  until  the  appearance  of  an 
article  in  the  Moniteur,  declaring 
the  houfe  of  Braganza  to  be  de¬ 
throned,  that  the  prince  deter¬ 
mined  to  feek  his  American  domi¬ 
nions.  It  was  with  concern  he 
obferved,  that  there  was  no  allufion 
whatever  in  the  fpeech  to  a  prof- 
pedl  of  peace.  He  feared  that 
many  opportunities  had^een  loll  of 
concluding  one,  and  ftill  thought 
that  a  peace,  compatible  with  the 
honour  and  interell  of  Great  Bri- 
t«in  might  be  obtained.  Peace,  in 
his  opinion,  was  necelfary  to  the 
falvation  of  the  country  ;  but  he 
would  rather  that  the  country 
Ihould  perilh,  than  fubmit  to  a  dif- 
honourable  peace.  We  had  fought 
fifteen  years  againll  France,  and 
by  doing  fo  had  reduced  all  the 
Hates  of  Europe,  except  Sweden, 
to  a  fubferviency  to  that  country, 
to  a  power  the  greatell  the  world 
ever  faw,  and  yielded  by  an  indi¬ 
vidual  as  able  as  the  world  ever 
produced. 

Mr.  Canning  made  an  able  and 
animated  reply  to  the  obfervations 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe. 
He  declared  that  minillers  never 
would  expofe  the  fecret  intelli¬ 
gence  received  by  them  relative  to 


Denmark  ;  and  therefore  it  was 
impoflibie  to  give  the  information 
required  by  gentlemen  who  difap- 
proved  of  the  expedition  to  Copen¬ 
hagen.  Though  the  conduct  of 
his  majelly’s  fervants  might  be 
held  up  in  a  few  fpeeches  in  that 
houfe,  to  the  execration  of  the 
country,  they  would  run  that  rilk 
and  incur  that  penalty,  rather  than 
have  the  fecret  torn  from  their 
bofoms.  Was  it  pofiible,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  capital  on  the 
continent  where  the  power  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  could  not  drag  the  offender 
againll  him  to  execution,  that  fuch 
a  period  fhould  be  fixed  on  for  di¬ 
vulging  the  fources  of  fecret  intel- 
ligence  ?  Was  this  country  to  fay 
to  the  agents,  who  had  ferved  it 
from  fidelity,  or  from  lefs  worthy 
motives,  “  you  fhall  ferve  us  but 
once,  and  your  lives  fhall  be  the 
forfeit  of  your  undertaking  r” 
He  contended  that  the  arrange¬ 
ments  at  Tilfit,  and  the  meafures 
which  enfued,  without  any  docu¬ 
ment,  fully  jullified  the  proceedings 
of  government.  He  Ihould  be  glad 
to  know  what  motive  could  be  af- 
cribed  to  minillers  for  adling  as 
they  had  done,  except  a  convidlion 
of  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe.  If  any 
doubts  could  be  entertained  of  the 
defigns  of  Buonaparte,  thus  far  he 
could  tell  gentlemen,  that  the  com¬ 
munications  from  the  Portugueze 
cabinet  related  as  well  to  the  navy 
of  Denmark  as  that  of  Portugal. 
With  refpeft  to  the  late  fuppofed 
negotiation  for  peace,  no  tangible 
overture  had  been  made  by  the 
F rench  or  the  Auftrian  government. 
The  prince  of  Starhemberg,  with 
that  generofity  of  character  for 
which  he  was  fo  ‘diftinguilbed,  had 
made  an  offer  of  his  perfonal  fer- 
vices  to  inftitute  and  ellablifh  a 

pacific 
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pacific  intereourfe.  But  that  was 
not  a  mode  of  negotiation  which 
could  be  fatisfaftory  to  a  country 
like  this.  Concerning  the  dif¬ 
ferences  with  America,  it  had  been 
held  proper  frankly  and  volun¬ 
tarily  to  difavow  the  unauthorifed 
aft  of  hoftility  towards  the  Chefa- 
peak.  The  provocation  which  the 
officer  who  had  committed  that  aft 
had  received,  went  far  to  excufe 
him ;  but  the  right  of  fearching 
(hips  of  war  had  never  been  enforc¬ 
ed  long,  or  to  any  extent,  and  in 
latter  times  it  had  not  been  en¬ 
forced  at  all.  It  was  therefore 
thought  fit  to  abandon  this  un¬ 
founded  pretenfion  unequivocally. 
As  to  the  orders  of  council,  reta¬ 
liating  the  reftriftions  of  the  French 
government  upon  our  commerce, 
he  maintained  our  right  to  go  as 
far  as  France,  and  that  it  was  only 
by  making  France  feel  the  effefts 
of  her  own  injuftice,  we  could 
hope  to  bring  her  to  more  real'on- 
able  conduft. 

Mr.  Windham  confidered  that  part 
of  the  addrefs  which  related  to  the  at¬ 
tack  of  Copenhagen,  without  evi¬ 
dence  to  fupport  the  neceflity  of  the 
meafure,  as  one  of  the  moft  outra¬ 
geous  proceedings  that  ever  was  at¬ 
tempted  in  parliament;  and  proteft- 
ed  that  even  if  miniffers  could  make 
out  a  clear  cafe,  that  if  the  fleet 
and  ftores  had  not  been  feized  as 
they  were,  they  would  inevitably 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  ;  ft  ill  he  fhould  fay,  rather 
let  him  have  them  under  the  cir- 
cumflances  in  which  he  muff  have 
taken  them,  than  England,  under 
the  circumftances  in  which  fhe  had 
obtained  them.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  replied  to  Mr. 
Windham  with  nearly  the  fame 
arguments  as  thofe  of  Mr.  Can- 
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ning.  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr. 
Bathurft,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  com¬ 
mented  with  difapprobation  on  the 
meafure  which  had  been  fo  much 
objected  to,  and  on  the  other  parts 
of  the  addrefs  ;  but  they  threw 
out  little  in  addition  to  the  remarks 
made  by  others.  The  addrefs  was 
then  carried  without  a  divifion. 

When  vifeount  Hamilton  brought 
up  the  report  on  the  addrefs,  ano¬ 
ther  debate  arofe  refpefting  it,  and 
particularly  on  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen.  Mr.  Macdonald  con¬ 
tended  that  there  was  not  time  be¬ 
tween  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
at  Tilfit,  and  the  failing  of  admi¬ 
ral  Gambier,  for  miniffers  to  have 
received  the  intelligence  as  ftated 
by  them.  This  point  was  more 
particularly  urged  on  miniffers  by 
Mr.  Eden.  The  treaty,  he  ob- 
ferved,  was  figned  on  the  7  th  of 
July,  and  it  was  not  till  the  8th  of 
Auguff  that  the  intelligence  of  that 
event  reached  this  country.  Ad¬ 
miral  Gambier  failed  from  England 
on  the  29th  of  July,  and  he  wiffted 
to  be  informed,  whether  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervants  had  received  their 
fecret  advices  in  fuflicient  time  to 
make  preparations  for  the  arma¬ 
ment  ?  Mr.  Canning  replied  that 
the  fubftance  of  the  fecret  articles, 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  Tilfit, 
had  been  confidentially  communi¬ 
cated  to  government  long  before 
the  date  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Eden  ; 
and  as  to  the  inference  attempted 
to  be  drawn  from  the  advanced 
ffate  of  preparation,  in  which  the 
armament  was  placed  prior  to  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit,  it  was  notorious 
that  the  armament  was  then  in  a 
ffate  of  equipment,  for  an  entirely 
diftinft  objeft;  but  as  foon  as  the 
fecret  intelligence  arrived,  it  was 
employed  in  the  fervice  againit 

Denmark. 


S 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


1 6] 

Denmark.  Mr.  Yorke  enlarged 
on  the  impropriety  of  publifhing 
fecret  information  received  by  mi- 
nifters ;  and  mentioned  that  he 
could  declare  from  opportunities 
which  he  had  of  perfonally  know¬ 
ing  the  fad,  that  during  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  in  confequence  of  the 
production  of  the  papers  relative  to 
the  failing  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  French 
had  been  enabled  to  cut  off  a  fource 
of  intelligence,  which  this  country 
had  poffeffed  in  Holland  flnce  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne.  Was  there 
not  enough  on  the  face  of  fuch  pa¬ 
pers  to  enable  an  enemy  to  trace 
the  parties  from  whom  they  came  ? 
Mr.  Whitbread,  on  the  other  hand, 
protefled  that  he  believed  many  of 
the  evils  with  which  this  country 
had  been  afflided,  were  owing  to 
the  fyftem  that  had  prevailed  too 
generally  for  the  laft  fifteen  years, 
of  holding  back  from  the  public 
the  papers  and  documents  which 
had  been,  upon  almoft  every  im¬ 
portant  occafion,  vainly  moved  for 
in  that  houfe.  Mr.  Whitbread  did 
not  attempt  to  prove  his  opinion  to 
be  juft  ;  nor  indeed  was  it  capable 
of  proof.  It  is  only  furprifing 
that  he  fhould  have  made  a  remark 
fo  utterly  irreconcilable  with  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  and  experience. 


On  the  fubjed  of  peace,  Mr, 
Hibbert  faid,  if  we  could  not  now 
make  out  our  cafe  to  be  that  of  de- 
fenfive  war,  we  mud  at  leaft  admit 
that  we  continued  the  conteft  merely 
for  the  chance  of  events,  that 
might  enable  us  fome  time  or  other, 
God  knew  how  or  when,  to  treat 
On  terms  of  more  advantage.  But 
the  chances  of  war  fhould  be  cou¬ 
pled  with  its  inevitable  evils  in  our 
calculations;  and  it  would  be  po¬ 
litic  alfo  to  confider  what  might 
be  the  chances  of  peace.  Did  peace 
prefent  no  probabilities  either  at 
borne  or  abroad,  which  might  bet¬ 
ter  our  fituation,  and  render  us  the 
fitter  to  cope  with  future  difficul¬ 
ties  ?  Might  not  peace  loofen  fome 
of  thofe  bonds,  in  which  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  were  enflaved, 
and  lay  the  foundations  of  new 
alliances  againft  new  encroach¬ 
ments  ?  Mr.  Windham  even  ftated 
his  fentiments  to  be,  that  honour 
in  any  peace  which  fhould  then  be 
concluded,  might  be  confidered 
as  totally  out  of  the  queftion ; 
fafety  was  all  we  need  look  for, 
and  that  was  all  which  he  would 
afk.  No  notice  was  taken  by  mi- 
nifters  of  this  fingular  aflertion. 
The  addrefs  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty® 


CHAP.  II. 

Dehates  on  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen .  Cord  Havukejkury’ s  motion  in  the 

houfe  of  peers  for  thanking  the  officers  concerned  in  the  bujtnefs :  It  is  oppofed 
by  earl  Grey  and  tbrd  Holland ;  and  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Moira ,  and 
the  lords  Mulgrave  and  Auckland  :  The  motion  carried.  A  motion  of  the 
fame  nature  made  in  the  lower  houfe  by  lord  Caftlcreagh  :  It  is  refjied  by 
Mr.  Windham ,  Mr.  Brandy  and  Mr.  Tierney ;  but  advocated  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  und  adopted  by  the  houfe .  Mr.  Tonfonby 
moves  for  the  production  of  various  papers  relative  to  the  expedition  :  Argu - 
merits  of  Mr.  Tonfonby ,  Mr •  Windham,  and  Mr.  Whitbread  in  favour 
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&f  the  quefion ;  and  tho/e  of  Mr.  Cannings  Mr,  Milne s ,  Mr,  Fofler, 
Mr.  Morris ,  Mr.  Lyttleton ,  Mr.  Lvjhington ,  Mr.  Giddy ,  lord  Caflle- 
reagh ,  lord  G.L.  Gower,  againjl  it :  The  queflion  loft.  The  duke 
of  Norfolk's  motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords  for  papers:  It  is  oppofed  by 
marquis  Wellefcy:  Speech  of  lord  Hutchinfon,  in  which  he  details  his 
eonverfations  with  the  emperor  Alexander  on  fub jells  conned  ed  with  the 
RuJJian  war :  Sentiments  of  the  earls  of  Buck ingh a mjh ire ,  Moira ,  Jerfey , 
Darn  ley,  earl  Grey,  v  ifcount  Sidmouth ,  and  lord  Erfine  for  the  motion — ■* 
anfwered  by  the  earl  of  Limerick ,  and  the  lords  Hawke  fury ,  Mulgrave , 
Boringdon ,  and  Harrowby :  The  motion  rejelled.  Unfuccefsfid  appeal  of 
lord  Sidmouth  refpeding  the  eventual  refitution  of  the  Danijh  Jhips  of  war , 
Mr.  Sheridan  moves  for  copies  or  ex  trails  of  diplomatic  correfpondence  on  cir - 
cumfiances  arifng  from  the  Danijh  war:  Reply  of  Mr.  Canning:  Thepapers 
refufed.  The  earl  of  Darnley’s  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefy , 
cenfuring  minifers  for  their  conduit  in  the  expedition  to  the  Baltic ,  lofl  ;  and 
a  counter  addrefs  propfed  by  lord  Eliot  adopted.  Mr.  Sharp ,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  alfo  moves  for  an  addrefs  of  cenfure  on  min  fieri ,  which 
is  negatived ,  and  a  reflation  of  thanks  to  them  is  voted.  In  the  upper 
houje ,  the  earl  of  Suffolk  ineffe dually  meves  for  the  correfpondence  between. 
Mr.  Garlicke  and  Mr.  Canning,  from  November  1806,  to  July  1807. 
Lord  Folkflone ,  in  the  lower  houfe,  makes  a  motion  for  the  ref  oration  of  the 
Danijh  fleet,  sender  certain  circumfances :  It  is  negatived.  Lord  Sid- 
mouth,  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  moves  feveral  reflations  concerning  the  mer~ 
chant  veffels  of  Denmark  detained  in  Englifh  ports ,  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoflilities  at  Copenhagen  :  The  reflations  are  fupported  by  earl 
Stanhope  and  the  lords  Erfkine  and  Ellenborough ;  and  combated  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  lord  Hawkefbury  :  They  are  rejed'ed. 


THE  juftice  of  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen  was  a  fubjedl 
which  was  much  difputed  by  the 
public  in  general,  and  gave  rife  to 
frequent  and  long  difeuffions  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament.  The  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  matter  was,  indeed, 
fo  often  repeated,  that  parliament 
became  difgufted  with  it,  and  the 
public  grew  weary  of  reading  de¬ 
bates,  which  threw  little  additional, 
if  any,  light  on  the  queflion.  On  the 
28th  of  January,  lord  Hawkefbury 
in  the  houfe  of  peers  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  officers  employed 
in  the  expedition.  He  premifed 
that  his  motion  did  not  at  all  relate 
to  the  policy  of  the  attack,  but 
merely  to  the  execution  of  the  fer- 
vice,  which,  he  contended,  had 
Vol.  L,  or  Vo l,  VIII.  New 


been  able  and  meritorious.  The 
queflion  was  oppofed  by  lord  Hol¬ 
land  and  earl  Grey.  They  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  officers  had  done  all 
that  was  expected  or  could  be  re¬ 
quired  from  them  ;  but  they  ob- 
ferved  that  the  object  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  Baltic  was  neither  of 
fufficient  magnitude,  nor  attended 
with  fufficient  difficulty,  to  entitle 
thofe  engaged  in  it  to  the  thanks 
of  the  houfe.  As  to  any  difficulty 
in  the  enterprife,  the  houfe  had  the 
authority  of  minifters  that  there 
was  none.  Had  they  not  faid  in 
one  of  their  declarations,  that  they 
fent  fuch  a  force  to  the  Baltic,  as 
rendered  any  refinance  impoffible? 
Where,  faid  lord  Holland,  was  the 
danger,  where  the  difficulties  that 
Series.  f  were 
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were  to  be  encountered  and  over¬ 
come  in  the  performance  of  the 
fervice  ?  Had  it  in  it  any  of  thofe 
brilliant  traits  which  excite  admi¬ 
ration  and  command  refped  ?  Had 
it  in  it  any  thing  that  redounded 
to  the  glory  Of  the  country,  or  to 
render  its  name  and  charader  more 
efteemed  and  memorable  ?  Had 
it  been  propofed  only  to  thank  the 
army,  he  might,  although  in  fome 
degree  objecting  to  the  meafure  on 
the  grounds  before  dated,  have 
been  induced  to  give  it  no  oppo- 
fition  ;  but  when  it  was  intended 
alfo  to  thank  the  navy,  he  felt 
himfelf  compelled  to  oppofe  the 
quedion,  becaufe  there  was  no  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  difplay  of  naval 
ikill.  He  could  not  fufficiently 
imprefs  on  the  houfe  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  not  rendering  the  high 
and  peculiar  honour  of  the  thanks 
of  parliament  too  common :  in 
order  to  maintain  its  value,  it 
ought  to  be  referved  for  great  oc¬ 
casions,  for  brilliant  exploits  and 
fplendid  vi&ories,  as  in  the  Roman 
republic  triumphs  were  never 
granted  but  for  the  grandeft  a- 
chievements. 

In  reply  lord  Mulgrave  dated, 
that  it  was  the  eminent  difplay  of 
Ikill  and  fcience,  combined  with 
the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
an  objed,  which  peculiarly  de- 
ferved  the  high  honour  in  quedion. 
In  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  Ikill 
and  fcience  had  been  eminently 
difplayed,  in  the  difpofitions  made 
for  the  attainment  of  the  purpofe 
defired.  As  to  any  didindion  be¬ 
tween  the  merits  of  the  army  and 
navy,  he  could  not  perceive  on 
what  ground  it  could  be  offered. 
The  mod  able  difpofitions  were 
made  by  lord  Gambier  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  fleet  under  hi 


command  ;  that  part  of  it  entrufied 
to  rear-admiral  Keats,  was  ex¬ 
tended  for  two  hundred  miles,  to 
cut  off  the  communication  between 
Zealand  and  the  continent.  By 
thefe  means  the  Danilh  army  iit 
Holfiein  was  prevented  from  palling 
into  Zealand  ;  a  fervice  of  the 
greated  importance  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  expedition.  In  any  cafe 
where  the  army  and  navy  were 
conjointlyemployed,  to  vote  thanks 
to  one  and  not  to  the  other,  mud 
tend  to  excite  a  jealoufy  between 
the  two  branches  of  our  forces.  It 
had,  befides,  always  been  the  prac¬ 
tice  to  unite  them  in  a  vote  ©f 
thanks,  where  they  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  together. 

The  earl  of  Moira  and  lord 
Auckland  fupported  the  motion, 
becaufe  they  confidered  the  only 
quedion  before  the  houfe  to  be, 
whether  the  officers  had  well  per¬ 
formed  the  duty  affigned  to  them; 
and  as  they  were  fatisfied  on  that 
point,  they  thought  it  would  not 
become  their  lorddiips  to  refufe 
their  thanks  on  this  occafion.  The 
refolutions  moved  by  lord  Hawk*, 
efbury  were  then  carried. 

On  the  fame  day,  lord  Cadle- 
reagh  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  the  fubjed.  It 
was  redded  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr, 
Brand,  and  Mr.  Tierney.  The 
firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  remarked 
that  the  moderation  and  temper 
with  which  the  officers  had  con¬ 
cluded  themfelves,  ferved  to  miti¬ 
gate  the  harflmefs  of  the  enterprife. 
It  was  certainly  right  to  keep  the 
merits  of  the  army  and  navy  dif- 
tind  from  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  minifters  ;  but  he  conceived  that 
national  thanks  implied  national 
rejoicing  ;  and  national  rejoicing 
did  not  belong  to  the  prefent  occa- 
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lion.  It  was  on  this  principle  that 
he  had  heard  with  pain  and  difguft 
the  firing  of  the  Park  and  Tower 
guns  on  the  day  when  the  news  of 
the  furrender  of  Copenhagen  ar¬ 
rived.  It  was  a  call  for  exulta¬ 
tion,  when  forrow  for  the  neeeffity 
of  ufing  force,  and  fympathy  for 
the  fufferings  brought  upon  the 
Danes,  were  in  the  mouths  of  his 
majeily’s  minifters,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Britilh  people.  He 
was,  however,  prepared  to  go  the 
length  of  faying,  that  as  a  mere 
military  and  naval  proceeding,  the 
achievement  was  not  one  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe.  The  army 
and  navy  had  done  all  they  could  ; 
but  what  was  done  did  not  deferve 
the  propofed  remuneration.  This 
fort  of  grant  was  the  worft  fpecies 
of  minifterial  corruption,  inafmuch 
as  it  went  to  the  deftrudlion  of  that 
fund  of  honorary  rewards,  in  which 
the  pooreft  man  of  the  country,  if 
the  cafe  were  properly  explained  to 
him,  or  even  without  any  expla¬ 
nation,  on  the  pure  impulfe  of 
feeling,  would  be  fenfible  that  his 
intereft  was  more  materially  in¬ 
volved  and  affedled,  than  in  the  moft 
wafteful  expenditure  of  the  produce 
of  the  taxes.  A  penfion,  if  un¬ 
worthily  bellowed  on  one,  would 
remain  a  recompenfe  of  no  lefs 
value  to  another ;  but  a  title  of 
honour,  ora  vote  of  thanks,  would 
link  in  value  both  as  to  the  pad 
and  the  future,  upon  every  mifap- 
plication  of  the  grant  of  either. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  faid,  that  it  had  been  urged 
that  no  fervice  was  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  parliament,  except  it 
was  the  caufe  of  a  general  and  tri¬ 
umphant  feeling  completely  un¬ 
mixed  with  any  regret,  and  that 
thire  could  be  no  merit  under  any 
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circumftances,  either  in  a  retreat 
or  a  defeat,  to  entitle  it  to  fuch  an 
honour.  He  begged  leave,  in  op- 
pofition  to  this  doctrine,  to  remind 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  admiral  Cornwallis  received 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for  the 
judgment  and  bravery  which  he 
difplayed  in  prefence  of  a  fu peri  at 
force,  when  no  engagement,  and 
confequently  no  vidlory  took  place. 
The  very  circumilance  of  the  fer« 
vice  now  under  confideration  being 
painful  to  the  feelings  of  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  in  it,  he  thought  an  addi¬ 
tional  reafon  why  it  (hould  not 
pafs  unrewarded  ;  and  if  any  thing 
more  than  another  could  add  to  the 
merit  of  the  officers  employed  in 
the  expedition,  it  was  their  having 
obtained  a  cheap  and  bloodlefs  vic¬ 
tory,  in  comparifon  of  what  it 
would  have  been  had  they  (lormed 
the  town,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  had  taken  care  not  to  hazard 
the  object  which  they  had  in  view* 
Mr.  Tierney  remarked  that  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  admiral  Corn¬ 
wallis  was  for  having,  with  a  very* 
inferior  force,  faved  the  fleet  under 
his  command  by  the  Ikilfulnefs  of 
his  manoeuvres,  and  the  courage 
he  difplayed.  That  was  clearly  a. 
fervice  entitled  to  thanks;  but  if 
his  fleet  had  been  fo  vaftly  fuperior 
as  not  to  have  given  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  (bowing  that  profefiional 
(kill,  there  would  have  been  no 
grounds  for  the  vote.  The  fame 
diftindlion  was  taken  by  the  oppo* 
fition,  as  in  the  houfe  of  lords  on 
the  merits  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  combated  by  miniflers  on  the 
fame  principles.  The  houfe  di¬ 
vided  on  the  motion  ;  but  it  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  Mr. 
Ponfonby  made  a  motion,  the  pur- 
2]  pofe 
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pofe  of  which  was  to  after tain  how- 
far  minifters  had  been  juftifted  in 
advifing  his  majefty  to  employ  his 
forces  in  this  expedition.  With 
this  view,  the  honourable  member 
wifhed  that  a  number  of  papers 
fhould  be  produced,  particularly 
thofe  that  related  to  the  tranfadfions 
of  Denmark  at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
i  Boo,  and  the  fubflance  and  dates 
of  all  information  tranfmitted  by 
his  majefty ’s  minifter  at  the  court  of 
Copenhagen,  during  the  year  1 807, 
refpedf ing  the  naval  force  of  Den¬ 
mark,  and  efpecially  refpedfing  any 
meafures  taken  for  augmenting  the 
fame,  putting  it  in  a  better  hate  of 
preparation,  or  for  manning  the 
fleet.  The  motion  was  advocated 
by  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread.  The  arguments  of  thefe 
gentlemen  and  Mr.  Ponfonby  were 
to  the  following  effect . 

That  fo  little  hoftility  wascnter- 
tained  by  Denmark  towards  Eng¬ 
land  at  the  time  the  expedition 
failed,  that  many  of  the  Danifh 
captains  hearing,  amongft  other  ru¬ 
mours,  Tat  it  was  as  likely  that 
theBritifh  force  was  deftined  again  ft 
Denmark  as  againft  any  other  place, 
conful  ted  the  Danifh  conful  on  the 
fubjeft.  The  conful  applied  to  the 
chamber  of  commerce  at  Copenha¬ 
gen,  a  branch  of  the  public  govern¬ 
ment.  He  received  for  anfwer, 
that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft 
ground  for  anxiety  or  alarm  on  the 
part  of  the  Danifh  mercantile  in- 
tereft,  for  that  no  circumftances 
exifted,  which  tended  to  diftuib 
the  neutrality  of  Denmark,  or  to 
place  her  at  variance  with  Great 
Britain.  At  this  period  there  were 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Danifh  fhips 
i.11  Britifh  ports,  with  cargoes 
amounting  te  two  millions  fterling. 
Was  it  poflible  to  fuppofe,  that 


when  a  third  of  the  commercial 
property  of  Denmark  was  in  out 
hands,  that  (he  could  meditate  en¬ 
mity  againft  us?  At  that  time,  too, 
a  great  part  of  the  Danifh  army 
was  encamped  in  Holftein,  where 
French  troops  were  alfo  affembled, 
a  circomftance  which  proved  that 
fhe  had  no  intention  to  yield  to 
France.  Denmark  poflefled  conft- 
derablc  countries  on  the  main  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  ;  but  fhe  had  ftil! 
more  valuable  poffeffions  in  Nor¬ 
way,  befides  the  Danifh  iftands,  on 
one  of  which  her  capital  was  ft* 
tuated,  and  foreign  colonies.  Had 
France  therefore  required  Den¬ 
mark  to  give  up  her  fleet,  that  it 
might  be  employed  againft  Great 
Britain,  (he  would  have  anfwered, 

S(  If  you  make  mechufe  between  the 
hoftility  of  England  and  the  hofti¬ 
lity  of  France,  I  prefer  the  latter, 
for  if  I  quarrel  with  England,  fhe 
can  take  from  me  all  my  foreign 
poffeftions;  fhe  can  injure  my  ma¬ 
rine,  and  employ  Sweden  to  attack 
me  in  Norway.  It  is  therefore 
better  for  me  keep  that  which  you 
cannot  take  from  me,  than  to  facri- 
ftce  it  by  a  war  with  England.”  It 
had  been  faid  Tat  France,  having 
taken  Jutland  and  Holftein,  might 
have  marched  an  army  acrofs  the 
Great  Belt,  when  frozen,  and  have 
feized  the  Danifh  fleet;  but  fuch 
had  been  the  alterations  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  effected  by  draining  morafles 
and  Cutting  down  forefts,  that  no 
troops  had  palled  the  Great  Belt  for 
an  hundred  and  fifty  years;  and, 
during  the  laft  fixty  years,  no  in- 
fiance  had  occurred  in  which  that 
arm  of  the  fea  had  been  fo  bound 
up  by  froft,  that  a  general  would 
have  ventured  to  march  an  army 
acrofs  it.  Had  the  Belt  not  been 
frozen  over,  the  French  would 

have 
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have  had  no  chance  whatever  of 
getting  into  Zealand.  The  Danes 
themfelves  could  have  kept  them 
out.  The  next  confideration  was 
how  far  France  was  to  receive  af- 
iiftance  in  the  execution  of  her  pro¬ 
jects  from  Ruffia  ?  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  peaee  of  Tilfit,  it  had  been 
faid  that  Ruffia  had  thrown  herfelf 
into  the  arms  of  France,  and  had 
thereby  given  a  preponderance  to 
that  power  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
To  thofewho  believed  this,  it  mull 
have  been  Itrange  to  fee  the  Daniih 
marine  taken  poffeffion  of  by  this 
country,  and  the  Ruffian  lhips  per. 
mitted  to  rove  about  at  pleafure; 
but  from  a  long  review  of  the  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  Bririfh  am. 
baffador  and  the  Ruffian  minifters, 
taken  by  Mr.  Ponfonby,  he  inferred 
that  down  to  the  4th  of  November, 
5807,  it  appeared  the  emperor 
Alexander  entertained  a  favourable 
difpofition  to  this  country. 

It  was  contended  that  it  feemed 
very  extraordinary,  when  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  minifters  demanded  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  our  proceedings  in  the  Bal. 
tic,  the  Englifh  ambaffador  fhould 
have  been  inftruCted  to  fay,  that 
his  nuyefty’s  fervants  had  long  been 
in  poffeffion  of  data,  which  left  no 
doubt  of  the  intention  of  the 
French  government  relative  to  the 
marine  of  Denmark  ;  but  if  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia  had  been  as  hof- 
tile  as  he  was  reprefented  to  be, 
would  not  the  Englifh  ambaffador 
have  faid,  <e  Why  do  you  afk  me 
this  queftion,  when  you  yourfelves 
have  created  the  neceffity  ;  when 
you  yourfelves  have  been  the 
chief  infligators  and  promoters 
of  the  project,  which  my  govern¬ 
ment  have  taken  thefe  fteps  to  de¬ 
feat  ?”  It  was  fingular  that  in  a 
difpatch  from  this  country  to  lord 
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G.  L.  Gower,  dated  the  27th  of 
September  1807,  when  Ruffia  had 
offered  to  mediate  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Mr.  Canning 
fhould  have  written  that  one  of  the 
conditions  on  which  that  offer 
could  be  accepted,  was  u  the  frank 
communication  of  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  Tilfit,  fecret  as  well 
as  avowed.”  At  that  time  the 
right  honourable  fecretary  profeffed 
to  know  the  fubftance  of  the  fecret 
articles,  and  yet  a  knowledge  of 
them  from  Ruffia  was  infilled  upon 
as  the  fine  qua  non  of  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  her  offer.  It  was  ft  ill 
more  extraordinary,  if  the  emperor 
of  Ruffia  were  the  chief  inftigator 
of  the  defigns  againft  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  that  his  Britannic  majefty 
fhould  have  applied  to  him  to  com¬ 
pare  the  differences  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  Denmark,  and  that  Mr. 
Canning  fhould  have  ftared  in  his 
difpatch  to  lord  G.  L.  Gower, 
€S  that  his  majefty  was  perfectly 
willing  that  the  pacification  with 
Denmark  fhould  be  wholly  the 
work  of  the  emperor  of  Ruffia.” 

Minifters  had  reprefented  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  anticipating  the  views  of 
France,  as  the  juftincation  of  their 
conduct.  Thev  had  attacked  Den- 

v 

mark  becaufe  France  entertained 
three  projects:  the  firft,  of  (hutting 
the  Sound  againft  Great  Britain  ; 
the  fecond,  of  excluding  her  ma¬ 
nufactures  from  the  continent ;  and 
the  third,  of  taking  poffeffion  of 
the  Danifh  fleet.  By  their  meafu res 
they  had  fecured  to  France  two  of 
her  objects;  for  it  was  certain, 
after  our  entering  Zealand,  that 
Denmark  would  fhut  the  Sound, 
and  exclude  our  manufactures  from 
that  part  of  the  cantinent.  By 
what  minifters  had  done,  they  had 
provoked  hoftility  without  taking 

away 
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away  the  povfer  of  revenge.  If  it 
were  right  to  do  lb  much,  it  would 
have  been  proper  to  do  more. 
Might  we  not  have  kept  Zealand? 
With  the  afii dance  of  Sweden  and  of 
ourown  reinforcement?,  what  chance 
would  France  and  Denmark,  uni  red, 
have  had  to  get  back  this  important 
poffeffion  ?  To  abandon  it  was  the 
height  of  weaknefs.  But  even  if 
we  had  not  kept  Zealand,  could 
we  not  havedifmantled  the  arfenal, 
and  deftroyed  the  docks  ?  Could 
we  not  have  blown  up  the  Crown 
Batteries,  and  Cronenberg  Caftle, 
and  fecuted  to  ourfelves  the  quiet 
paflage  of  the  Sound  ?  The  con¬ 
duct  of  miniflers  ftiewed  how  weak 
It  was  to  do  ill  by  halves. 

Mr.  Ponfonby’s  motion  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  M lines, 
Mr.  Fofter,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Lyt- 
tleton,  Mr.  Lufhington,  Mr.  Da¬ 
vies  Giddy,  lord  Caftlereagh,  and 
lord  G.  L.  Gower,  on  the  fubfe* 
quent  grounds.  They  faid  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  were  called  to  ac~ 
count-— not  for  difafter  and  dif- 
grace.  They  had  been  called  to 
anfwer  on  an  accufation  of  fuc- 
cefs,  to  explain  the  elements,  and 
juftify  the  motives  of  an  eminent 
fervice  ably  performed.  With 
refpeft  to  the  difpofition  of  Den¬ 
mark,  from  the  moment  of  the 
armed  neutrality  in  1780,  there 
had  been  a  feeling  on  her  part 
towards  this  country,  not  of  direct 
hoftility,  but  certainly  not  of  very 
cordial  friendfhip.  Every  body 
knew  what  had  been  her  conduct 
at  the  end  of  two  former  wars.  In 
Inciting  the  armed  neutrality  of 
1780,  Denmark  had  been  an  aclive 
agent;  and  in  1800  (he  again  en¬ 
tered  into  a  league  againft  Great 
Britain.  Did  this  behaviour  teftify 
the  good  intentions  of  Denmark. 


or  her  means  of  refilling  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  fuperior  powers  ?  Was  it 
not  probable,  from  the  experience 
of  the  paft,  that  Denmark  would 
be  induced  by  inclination,  or  com¬ 
pelled  by  force,  to  join  in  the 
league  projected  by  Buonaparte*  of 
which  the  Portuguefe  cabinet  had 
apprifed  his  majefty’s  minifters  ? 
Had  not  Denmark  received  intima¬ 
tion  of  the  dangers  that  impended 
over  her  ?  Had  not  the  bulletin 
publiftied  by  Buonaparte  after  the 
battle  of  Friedland,  given  her  no¬ 
tice  of  her  approaching  fate,  when 
it  ftated  “  that  the  blockade  of  the 
Britilh  iflands  would  then  ceafe  to 
be  a  vain  word  ?”  What  ports  but 
thofe  of  Denmark  could  this  prof. 
pedive  threat  apply  to,  for  what 
Others  were  neutral?  To  Den* 
mark  alone  this  intimation  referred, 
and  accordingly  fhe  was  found 
(hrinking  into  her  fhell  as  France 
approached,  and  negleding  to  make 
any  addition  to  her  means  of  de¬ 
fence.  She  had  declared  the 
French  decree  of  the  21ft  of  No¬ 
vember  1806  to  be  innocent,  while 
fhe  remonftrated  ftrongly  againft 
the  mild  retaliation  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  the  order  of  council,  dated 
the  7th  of  January  1807,  as  unjuft. 
When  the  king  of  Sweden  ac¬ 
quainted  the  crown  prince  of  the 
imidious  offers  made  to  him  by 
France  refpeding  Norway,  and 
proffered  the  aftiftance  of  twenty 
thoufand  Swedifh  troops  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Denmark,  his  propofal  was 
refufed,  and  when  the  Danilh  go¬ 
vernment  communicated  this  propo¬ 
fal  to  the  Englilh  cabinet,  the  fad\ 
of  Buonaparte’s  offer  concerning 
Norway  to  the  king  of  Sweden 
was  entirely  concealed.  Could  we 
then  rely  on  the  frank  and  full  de¬ 
claration  of  Denmark? 

As 
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As  to  the  Danilh  army  collected 
in  Holftein,  what  was  the  hiftory 
of  that  force?  The  greateft  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  Denmark  was  expofed 
from  France  was  in  1803,  when 
France  occupied  Hanover  with  a 
large  body  ot  troops.  Then  not  a 
man  was  in  Holftein  beyond  the 
peace  garrifon.  In  this  ftate  the 
boafted  cordon  of  Holftein  remain¬ 
ed — till  the  period  that  France 
feemed  difpofcd  to  moleft  Den¬ 
mark  ?— No — till  the  army  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Sweden  were  in  force  in 
Hanover;  then  and  not  till  then, 
the  Danes  increafed  their  military 
power  in  Holftein.  He  muft  be  an 
ingenious  arguer  who  could  deduce 
from  this  circumftance,  that  Eng¬ 
land  had  been  theobjett  of  thefym- 
pathy  of  Denmark,  and  France  of 
her  apprehenfion.  After  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Jena,  the  territory  of  Den¬ 
mark  had  been  violated  by  a  French 
detachment  in  purfuit  of  a  Pruflian 
corps,  and  a  flight  Ikirmifh  took 
place  with  the  Danilh  troops,  in 
which  a  Danilh  general  was  taken 
and  mal.  treated.  This  had  been 
done  while  the  Danilh  army  was 
Rationed  to  cover  the  neutrality  of 
Holftein.  Was  this  event  followed 
by  the  advance  of  that  army  ?  No 
fuch  thing.  The  infult  was  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeded  by  the  retreat  of 
the  Danes ;  which  conduct  pro¬ 
duced  a  remonft ranee  on  the  part  of 
the  Englilh  government.  The 
hoftility  of  Denmark  to  England 
was  manifeft,  not  only  from  the 
a&s  of  the  government,  but  from 
the  temper  of  the  people ;  for  in 
the  very  ftreets  of  Copenhagen,  a 
fhort  time  before  our  attack,  an 
Englilhman  could  not  walk  with¬ 
out  the  rifle  of  being  infulted,  and 
told  that  the  policy  of  his  country 
had  always  been  to  Ihed  the  blood 
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of  others  in  furtherance  of  her  own 
intereft  excluftvely.  The  defign 
of  the  French  ruler  to  force  Den¬ 
mark  into  the  confederacy  he  had 
projedled  was  evident ;  as  in  one  of 
thofe  extraordinary  converfations, 
in  which  that  perfon  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  indulge  himfelf  with  fo¬ 
reign  ambafladors  at  his  levees,  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Portuguefe 
minifter,  and  alked  him,  whether 
he  had  tranfmitted  to  his  court  the 
demand  that  the  navy  of  Portugal 
Ihould  be  ready  to  unite  with  the 
other  navies  of  Europe  on  the  1  ft 
of  September  ?  Having  faid  this, 
he  immediately  turned  round  to 
the  Danifti  minifter,  and  alked  him 
whether  he  had  made  the  fame  com¬ 
munication  to  his  court  ? 

In  anfwer  to  the  charge  that  mi- 
nifters  had  not  gone  far  enough,  it 
was  mentioned,  that  as  foon  as  they 
difeovered  that  Denmark  could  not 
be  brought  to  any  amicable  ar¬ 
rangement,  the  pradlicability  of 
holding  Zealand  as  a  military  poll 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  but 
the  reports  of  the  officers  who  had 
been  deftred  to  diredl  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  fubjeft,  proved  that 
the  force  neceflary  for  the  defence 
of  that  ifland  was  far  greater  than 
this  country  could  fpare.  It  wag 
alfo  thought  that  it  would  have 
been  improper  toadvife  hisSwedifti 
majefty  to  furnilh,  for  this  purpofe, 
a  detachment  from  his  army,  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  of  ours,  as 
the  removal  of  that  force  would 
have  weakened  Sweden  too  much, 
in  the  event  of  an  attack  from 
Ruffia.  It  was  alfo  proved  from 
the  report  of  admiral  Keats,  on  the 
probability  of  the  enemy  tranfport- 
ing  troops  from  Holftein  to  Zea¬ 
land,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  keep  up  a  blockade  in  the  winter 

months 
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months  diffidently  clofe  to  prevent 
communication. 

It  had  been  aiked  why  minifters 
had  not  put  their  queftions  diredly 
to  Ruffia,  refpeding  her  conduct, 
and  why  they  had  not  attacked  her 
pM'o  if  that  condud  was  hoftile  ? 
Eecaufe  they  had  flattered  them- 
fel-ves,  that  by  purfuing  a  courfe  ra¬ 
ther  conciliatory,  they  might  bring 
back  Ruflia  to  her  true  policy,  and 
therefore  they  abftained  from  any 
ads  that  might  drive  her  irrecover¬ 
ably  into  the  arms  of  France. 
There  was  a  great  party,  or  rather 
the  majority  of  the  better  order  of 
people,  in  Raffia,  who  were  anxious 
for  Britifh  connexion ;  but  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  partialities  of 
fuch  perfons,  they  muff  all  feel  for 
the  honour  and  glory  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  therefore  it  would  not 
have  been  deftrable  10  deffroy,  by 
an  unprofitable  attack  upon  the  na¬ 
tional  feelings,  the  nafcent  popu¬ 
larity  of  this  country.  Befides, 
an  attack  upon  Cronffadt  might 
have  been  productive  of  glory,  but 
would  not  have  diminifhed  the  ma¬ 
ritime  means  that  could  have  been 
brought  againft  England,  and  which 
conftituted  her  danger.  Would  it 
have  been  politic  or  fafe  to  have 
paired  the  harbour  of  Copenhagen, 
which  contained  twenty  fail  of  the 
line,  that  would  inftantly  become 
the  inftrumcnts  of  the  enemy's  ven¬ 
geance  againft  us,  in  cider  to  exe¬ 
cute  a  barren  bravado  againft  Cron- 
ftadt,  where  we  could  obtain  but 
three  or  four  rotten  hulks  ?  There 
were  at  that  time  alfo  in  the  ports 
of  Ruffia  five  hundred  Britifh  {flips, 
and  flx  thoufand  Britifh  feamen ; 
objects  too  important  to  be  ha¬ 
zarded  on  fuch  an  cccafion.  It  was 
mentioned  that  the  late  adminiftra- 
tion  had  direded  Mr,  Garlicke, 


the  Englifh  minifter  at  Copenhagen, 
to  declare  to  the  Danifn  govern¬ 
ment,  that  his  majefty  could  never, 
in  the  event  of  its  fubmitting  to 
the  controul  of  France,  fuller  ei¬ 
ther  the  whole  or  any  part  of  its 
navy  to  be  placed  at  the  difpofal  of 
that  power.  Moreover  the  con- 
dud  adopted  in  refped  to  Denmark 
was  not  without  precedent  or  ex¬ 
ample.  In  the  year  i  806  the  late 
minifters  had  taken  meafures  to  fe- 
eure  the  Portuguefe  navy,  in  cafe 
the  French  fhould  invade  Portugal, 
and  if  the  Portuguefe  government 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  either 
to  reftft  the  enemy  or  to  emigrate 
to  the  Brazils.  It  had  been  argued 
that,  by  our  behaviour  at  Copen* 
hagen,  we  had  irreparably  wound¬ 
ed  the  national  pride  of  the  Danes, 
The  cabinet  of  Denmark,  how¬ 
ever,  contemplating  the  dangers 
that  were  gathering  round  it,  had 
entertained  the  projed  of  reducing 
its  navy  by  fale,  and  the  Ruffian 
minifter  had  adually  entered  into  a 
treaty  for  the  purchafe  of  part  of 
it.  As  to  the  influence  of  national 
pride,  therefore,  it  could  not  be 
very  adive. 

Mr.  Canning  denied  that  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Copenhagen  had  excited 
the  enmity  of  Ruffia.  All  ac¬ 
counts,  he  faid,  agreed  in  repre- 
fenting  that  the  mind  of  the  court 
of  Ruffia  was  alienated  from  this 
country,  and  the  reafon  for  that 
alienation  might  eafily  be  con¬ 
ceived.  The  expedation  of  a f- 
flftance  from  England,  no  matter 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  was 
the  caufe,  not  of  the  peace  of  Tilftt, 
but  of  the  temper  in  which  it  was 
concluded,  when  the  military  difaf- 
ters  had  rendered  that  peace  necef- 
fary.  Out  of  twenty  difpatches 
received  from  our  ambafiador  with 
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the  emperor,  there  was  not  one  in 
which  he  did  not  fay,  ((  fend  af- 
liftance  or  Ruffia  will  fail  you  ; 
make  a  diverfion  which  will  take 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  war  off 
Ruffia,  or  fhe  will  withdraw  from 
it.”  Mr.  Canning  likewife  ob¬ 
served,  that  of  all  perfons,  he  did  not 
-think  that  his  majefty’s  minifters 
fhould  be  accufed  of  injuftice  by  the 
captors  of  Alexandria  ;  of  mifma- 
nagement  by  the  attackers  of  the 
Dardanelles ;  as  inglorious  by  the 
conquerors  of  Conftantinople  !  Lord 
G.  L.  Gower,  who  had  been  the 
Englifh  ambalfador  at  Saint  Pe- 
terlburgh,  alfo  afferted  that  thehof- 
tile  fpirit  of  Ruffia  did  not  arife 
from  the  attack  on  Copenhagen, 
but  that  it  was  a  confequence  of 
the  preflu  re  of  the  French  after  the 
defeat  at  Friedland  ;  for  if  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty  could  be  obliged  by 
that  defeat  to  abandon  Pruffia, 
which,  four  days  before,  he  had 
pledged  himfelf  never  to  do,  it  was 
hardly  to  be  expe&ed  he  would 
continue  very  friendly  to  the  inte- 
yefts  of  England.  In  fix  hours  af¬ 
ter  his  imperial  majefty's  return  to 
Peter fburgh,  the  very  firfl  perfon 
to  whom  he  gave  audience  was  his 
nainifter  of  marine:  the  very  firfl 
place  he  vifited  was  Cronfladt,  and 
the  firfl  directions  he  gave,  were  for 
the  equipment  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
repair  of  the  fortifications  ot  that 
place  ;  and  this  fome  time  before 
the  attack  on  Copenhagen  occurred. 
Many  perfons  in  this  country  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  Baltic  was  generally 
execrated  on  the  continent;  but 
the  contrary  was  the  cafe,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Ruffia.  A  great  majority 
of  people  of  confequence  in  that 
country  rejoiced  at  the  event,  and 
they  confined  not  merely  of  what 


was  called  the,  Englifh  party,  but 
others  who  thought  that  Pvuffiit 
ought  not  to  have  entered  into  a 
war  with  France,  and  who  feemed 
to  wifh  to  in ful ate  their  country 
from  the  reft  of  Europe,  Theft* 
perfons  faw  with  alarm  a  French 
army  in  Poland,  and  another  on 
the  frontiers  of  Turkey,  and  they 
were  happy  at  the  check  which, 
the  expedition  to  the  Baltic  gave 
to  the  views  of  Buonaparte,  for 
they  dreaded  his  hoftility  through 
Denmark. 

Such  were  the  principal  argti, 
ments  ufed  by  both  parties  in  this 
long  and  keen  debate.  On  a  divi- 
fion  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Ponfonbyhs 
motion  was  rejedled  by  a  majority 
of  145;  there  being  10S  for  it, 
and  253  again#  it. 

On  the  8th  of  February  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  the  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk  moved  that  an  addrefs  ftiould 
be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  pray¬ 
ing  he  would  be  gracioufly  plenfed 
to  dire6l  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  houfe,  fuch  proclamations  as 
had  been  iflued*  by  our  naval  and 
military  commanders  before  Copen¬ 
hagen,  previoufly  to  their  attack 
upon  that  city.  This  motion  be- 
ing  agreed  to,  the  noble  duke  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  move  for  papers  of  a 
more  fpecifie  nature,  which  related 
to  the  hoftile  intentions  of  Den¬ 
mark,  and  the  fecret  arrangements 
entered  into  at  Tilfir,  that  were 
faid  to  be  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of 
this  country.  Without  the  pro- 
dtuftion  of  thefe  documents,  the 
duke  of  Norfolk  declared,  it  was 
utterly  impoffible  for  minifters  to 
make  out  a  cafe  that  fhouid  appear 
juftified  by  the  neceffity,  under 
which  they  pretended  to  have  adled, 
and  which  formed  the  chief  apo¬ 
logy  for  their  condudt. 
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The  motion  was  oppofed  by 
marquis  Welledey.  Why  alk  for 
official  documents,  faid  he,  when 
their  lordfhips  might  adduce  the 
progrefs  of  events,  the  relative 
fituation  of  Denmark  and  France, 
and  then  again  the  relative  fitua¬ 
tion  of  England  with  either,  or 
*vith  both  ?  To  demand  further 
proofs  than  the  circumftances  ©f 
the  cafe  exhibited,  would  be  to  flur 
and  infult  the  national  chara&er. 
In  fa<d,  fuch  a  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceeding  would  be  to  caft  a  reproach 
cn  the  country  for  having  defeated 
the  enemy,  aud  frufirated  his  de- 
figns  by  anticipation.  From  a 
long  train  of  argument,  lord  Wel¬ 
lefley  drew  the  conclwfion  that 
Denmark  muft  be  fubfervient  to 
the  purpofes  of  France*  The  flate 
of  the  continent  neceflarily  aflimi*. 
lated  her  in  te  re  ft  to  that  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and,  in  truth,  fhe  held  her 
moft  produ&ive  territories  merely 
by  its  permiflion.  Not  only  her 
dominions,  but  the  chief  fupport 
of  her  importance — her  commerce 
was  at  the  difpofal  of  the  fame 
power;  for  in  time  of  war  efpe- 
cially  fhe  muft  be  deprived  of  her 
intercourfe  with  the  moft  opulent 
dates,  unlefs  the  concurrence  of 
France  fhould  fanciion  her  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Fie  did  not  conceive  it 
poftible  for  the  Danes  to  have  de¬ 
fended  Zealand  againft  the  French, 
if  fuch  had  been  their  inclination. 
The  ordinary  date  of  the  Belt  in 
the  winter  feafon  was  to  have  the 
paffage  intercepted  by  floating  ice, 
which  was  carried  off  by  the  cur¬ 
rent,  and  difpeifed  by  the  wind, 
er  occafionally  melted  during  a 
warm  interval,  fo  as  entirely  to 
difappear.  There  were  no  tides  in 
the  Belt,  and  the  courfe  of  the 
ftream  accompanying  the  wind,  no¬ 


thing  was  more  frequent  than  for 
veflels  in  that  channel  to  be  driven 
off  from  their  ftations.  In  this 
fituation  of  things,  the  enemy 
might  with  facility  effect  his  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfport  from  the  adjacent 
territory.  The  large  extent  of 
coad  was  another  circumdance  to 
be  confidered,  fc  that  without  the 
necedity  of  fuppofmg  a  favourable 
date  of  the  elements,  it  could  rea¬ 
dily  be  imagined  that  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  continental  dependen¬ 
cies  of  Denmark  would  foon  be 
followed  by  the  conqueft  of  her 
infular  poffeffions.  It  might  be 
enquired  if  the  Danifti  army  would 
be  ina&ive  during  thefe  hoftile  pro¬ 
ceedings  ?  What  was  its  ftrength  ? 
It  v/as  dated  at  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  men  on  paper ;  but  he  believed 
in  effective  force  it  did  not  exceed 
eighteen  thoufand.  Flow  coaid  this 
irregular  levy  encounter  the  vidlo- 
rious  troops  of  France,  poured  in¬ 
to  the  country  in  numbers  at  plea- 
fure,  proportioned  to  the  degree  of 
refidance  to  be  expelled  ?  As  to 
the  defence  of  Zealand,  that  ifland 
did  not  afford  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  provifions  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  own  inhabitants ;  and  hence, 
even  for  the  ordinary  demand,  it 
was  compelled  to  obtain  the  prin¬ 
cipal  articles  of  fubddence  from 
Floldein  and  Jutland.  If  numerous 
forces  were  colle&ed  in  the  ifland, 
while  the  French  held  the  conti¬ 
nental  dependencies,  they  mud  ul¬ 
timately  fall  a  facrifice  to  their 
neceflities.  Whatever  might  be 
the  difpofition  of  England  to  aflid 
them  in  this  emergency,  it  might 
be  phyfically  impoffible ;  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  the  feafon  would  pro¬ 
bably  prevent  accefs,  at  the  time 
when  communication  was  abfolutely 
nceeffary  for  their  fupport.  Re- 
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Ceding  then  on  all  thefe  points,  it 
was  his  firm  convidion  that  it  was 
the  purpofe,  and  in  the  power  of 
France,  to  feize  the  Danilh  fleet, 
and  that  Denmark  had  no  adequate 
means  of  refinance.  What  would 
have  been  the  confequence,  had 
France  obtained  the  co-operation  of 
the  Danifh  marine  ?  It  would  not 
have  been  a  fob’tary  acquifition,  it 
would  have  been  added  to  the 
navy  of  Ruffia,  and  the  fubjedion 
of  the  Swedifh  fleet  would  have 
precipitately  followed  ;  and  thus 
the  whole  floating  ftrength  of  thefe 
three  powers  would  have  been  un¬ 
der  the  controul  of  our  enemy, 
making  forty  fail  of  the  line  placed 
in  a  commanding  point  for  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  vulnerable  parts  of 
Ireland,  and  for  a  defeent  upon  the 
coafts  of  England  and  Scotland. 
In  oppofition  to  this  formidable 
navy,  the  admiralty  could  not 
have  afligned  any  competent  force, 
without  weakening  our  Rations  in 
the  Mediterranean,  in  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  in  the  Indian  feas,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  moll  neceiTary  to 
maintain  our  fuperiority  in  ail  thefe 
places. 

Lord  Hutchinfon  combated  the 
opinions  of  marquis  WeJlefley.  He 
thought  that  even  fuppofirig  the 
French  to  have  been  in  pofleflion  of 
Hclftein  and  Jutland,  ftill  Zealand 
might  have  been  defended  with 
effect  againft  the  French  arms.  Ad¬ 
verting  to  the  hoftility  of  Ruflia: — 
i(  My  lords,”  obferved  he,  “  it 
was  my  lot  to  be  employed  on  a 
very  important  miflion,  and  I 
think  it  the  more  neceflary  to  fay 
a  few  words  reipefting  that  miflion, 
in  CGi.fequence  of  partial  extracts 
from  j.iy  letters  having  been  com¬ 
municated  in  another  place,  by 
which  1  have  been  held  out  as  giv¬ 
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ing  opinions  that  were  never  deli¬ 
vered  by  me.  The  Ruffian  army 
in  Poland  never  amounted  to  more 
than  feventy  thoufand  men,  with 
the  exception  of  two  detached  divi. 
Rons  amounting  to  about  thirty 
thoufand.  The  French  troops  were 
eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand.  From  the  difafters  fuf» 
tained  by  the  former,  and  after  the 
unfortunate  battle  of  Friedland,  the 
lofs  of  the  Ruffians  was  forty  thou¬ 
fand  men:  they  loft  alfo  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  officers, 
and  twenty. nine  generals.  I  was 
then  perfectly  convinced  that  Raffia 
mu  ft  make  peace  with  France.  I 
believe  alfo  that  the  emperor  of  Ruf» 
fia  was  ftneere  in  his  defire  to  me¬ 
diate,  if  poffible,  a  peace  between 
this  country  and  France;  but  at 
all  events,  1  then  believed  that  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  might 
have  been  preferved  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ruffia.  The  treaty  of 
Tilfit  was  figned  on  the  7th  of 
July.  On  the  23d  of  Auguft,  I 
had  a  converfation  with  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Ruffia  at  Kamincoftroff.  His 
imperial  majefty  alked  me  whether 
1  had  not  admitted  to  count  Stro- 
gonoff,  three  days  after  the  battle 
of  Friedland,  that  it  was  neceflary 
for  him  to  make  peace  ?  I  told 
him  that  I  had  done  fo,  that  I  was 
of  that  opinion  then,  which  fubfe- 
quent  events  had  confirmed  ;  that 
I  thought  myfelf  bound  in  juftice 
to  him  and  to  myfelf,  publicly  to 
avow  it,  which  1  fhould  continue 
to  do  as  Ion  g  as  I  lived.  His  im¬ 
perial  majefty  faid,  we  are,  then, 
both  agreed  on  the  neceffity  there 
was  to  make  peace.  I  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative.  His  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  proceeded  to  Rate  that  he  had 
offered  his  mediation  to  England  ; 
that  he  attached  no  falfe  vanity 
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(gloriole  was  the  French  word)  to 
the  acceptance  or  rejedion  of  his 
mediation ;  but  that  it  was  his 
moil  fmcere  and  anxious  wifh  that 
England  fhould  make  peace,  as  he 
was  fure  that  it  was  his  intereft, 
and  alfo  that  of  Europe,  and  ours, 
that  we  fhould  give  peace  to  the 
world.  I  fa  id  to  his  imperial  ma. 
jefty  that  he  had  Rot  given  Suffi¬ 
cient  time  for  England  to  accept 
©r  rejed  his  mediation,  becaufe  a 
much  longer  period  than  a  month 
mud  elapfe  before  any  anfwer  could 
be  received;  and  though  thedifpo- 
fitionof  my  mind  inclined  towards 
peace,  neither  I  nor  any  other  man 
in  England  would  accept  it  but  on 
conditions  the  mod  reasonable  and 
honourable  ;  that  as  far  as  we  were 
concerned,  the  events  of  the  war 
had  been  highly  favourable.  To 
which  his  imperial  majefty  replied, 
that  the  time  allowed  was  of  no 
importance,  becaufe  we  might  take 
three  or  four  months,  if  we  pleafed, 
to  accept  or  rejed  his  mediation  : 
but  his  anxious  wifh  and  defire 
was,  that  we  fhould  make  peace. 
He  obferved  that  he  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  feelings  and  cha¬ 
mber  of  the  people  of  England  ; 
that  he  had  been  made  acquainted 
by  Buonaparte  with  the  conditions 
of  peace  propofed  to  be  offered, 
and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  even 
I  myfelf  fhould  confider  them  to 
be  highly  reafonable  and  honour¬ 
able.  Some  confidential  converfa- 
tion  followed  which  I  do  not  think 
myfelf  at  liberty  to  difclofe,  but 
from  what  then  palled,  as  I  have 
already  Hated,  I  was  jollified  in 
believing  that  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  might  have  been 
prefer ved  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  It  has  been  flated  in  another 
place,  that  I  had  given  an  opinion 


that  if  the  attack  on  Copenhagen 
had  not  taken  place,  Ruffia  would 
not  have  gone  to  war  with  this 
country.  My  lords,  I  never  gave 
fuch  an  opinion,  nor  do  I  now- 
mean  to  Fay,  that  if  the  attack  had 
not  been  made,  there  would  have 
been  no  war  with  Ruffia,  but  I 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  refult  of  that 
expedition  did  materially  change 
the  relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ruffia,  and  give  rife  to  fenti- 
ments  of  a  very  hoftile  nature  at 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh.  Intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  refult  of  the  attack 
on  Copenhagen  arrived  at  Saint 
Peterfburgh  on  the  27th  or  28th  of 
Auguft.  On  the  4th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  I  faw  the  emperor  a  fecond 
time  at  KamincoftrofF.  His  impe¬ 
rial  majefly  began  the  converfation 
by  afking  me  what  I  thought  of 
our  attack  upon  Copenhagen  V*  I 
replied,  that  I  was  entirely  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  circumftances  which 
had  occafioned  that  attack,  but 
that  I  hoped  the  adminiftration  in 
England  could  juftify  themfelves, 
and  prove  to  the  world  that  the 
Danes  were  on  the  eve  of  joining 
all  their  forces  to  the  French,  to 
make  common  caufe  again  ft  Eng¬ 
land.  His  imperial  majefty  told 
me  in  reply,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  me  to  be  of  that  opinion,  if  I 
would  recoiled  the  repeated  con- 
verfations  that  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  us,  on  the  fubjed  of  Den¬ 
mark,  at  Bartenftein,  in  which  he 
told  me  that  he  had  ufed  every  ef¬ 
fort  in  his  power,  to  bring  forward 
the  crown-prince  of  Denmark,  and  t 
to  induce  him  to  join  the  coalition 
againft  France  ;  theanfvvers  of  the 
prince  had  always  been  explicit 
and  uniform,  that  he  had  main¬ 
tained  for  many  years  a  fyftem  of 
neutrality,  in  which  he  was  deter¬ 
mined 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [29 


tiffined  to  perfevere,  as  the  people 
whom  he  governed  had  flourifhed 
and  profpered  under  it  ;  and  that 
no  confideration  (hould  ever  induce 
him  to  depart  from  it.  His  impe¬ 
rial  majefty  added,  that  t  muft  be 
acquainted  with  the  decifton  of 
character  which  belonged  to  the 
crown. prince,  that  nothing  was  fo 
difficult  as  to  lhake  his  determina¬ 
tions,  or  to  induce  him  fo  change 
any  line  of  conduct  that  he  had 
once  adopted ;  and  that  he  was 
fure  no  connexion  exifted  between 
the  French  and  Danifti  govern¬ 
ment  previous  to  our  attack  on 
Copenhagen.  I  then  faid  that  I 
believed  lord  G.  L.  Gower  had  de¬ 
livered  to  his  imperial  majefty 's 
minifter  a  note  on  the  fubjeft ;  to 
which  his  imperial  majefty  an- 
fwered  that  he  had,  but  that  the 
contents  of  it  were  nugatory,  as 
it  contained  no  fufficieot  explana¬ 
tion,  or  offer  of  fatisfa&ion.  His 
imperial  majefty  then  proceeded  to 
ftate  the  great  concern  which  our 
unjuft ifiable  aggreffion  had  given 
him  ;  that  the  French  government 
had  never  done  any  thing  fo  ftrong 
■ — that  it  juftified  every  thing  they 
had  done  or  might  do  hereafter. 
If  fuch  proceedings  were  admiffi- 
ble,  there  was  an  end  of  all  thofe 
relations  which  had  ufually  influ¬ 
enced  the  condudl  of  nations  to¬ 
wards  each  other  ;  that  every  body 
was  at  liberty  to  do  juft  what  he 
pleafed,  and  that  he  might  attack 
Sweden  to-morrow.  His  imperial 
majefty  then  told  me  in  the  mod 
peremptory  language,  tone,  and 
manner,  that  be  would  have  fatif- 
fadion,  complete  fatisfa&ion  for 
this  unprovoked  aggreffion.  That 
it  was  his  duty  as  emperor  of  Ruffia 
to  demand  it,  and  that  he  would 
have  it  j  and  he  alked  me,  whe. 


ther  even  I  mvfelf  would  venture 
to  differ  with  him  on  that  fubjeft  ? 
He  then  faid  that  he  was  bound  to 
Denmark  by  the  moft  folemn  trea¬ 
ties  and  engagements,  which  trea¬ 
ties  and  engagements  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  adhere  to  and  fulfil.  His 
imperial  majefty  then  faid,  that 
he  fuppofed  we  meant  to  make  an 
attack  on  Cronftadt  ;  he  did  not 
know  what  the  event  of  that  at¬ 
tack  might  be,  but  this  he  knew, 
that  he  was  determined  to  refill:  it  to 
the  laft  man,  and  to  prove  himfelf 
not  entirely  unworthy  of  filling 
that  high  flat  ion,  to  which  it  had 
pleafed  Providence  to  call  him. 

I  told  his  imperial  majefty  that  I 
had  ftrong  reafon  to  hope  and  be¬ 
lieve,  that  no  attack  would  be  rnada 
on  Cronftadt.  HI  is  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  faid  he  was  prepared  for  fuch 
an  event,  and  had  taken  his  deter¬ 
mination  upon  it,  which  was  thar 
which  he  had  before  ftated  to  me* 
He  then  clofed  the  converfation  by 
repeating  with  much  emphafis,  that 
<(  he  'would  have  fatiifaftion  for 
Denmark My  lords,  faid  lord 
Hutehinfon,  after  fuch  a  declara¬ 
tion,  is  there  any  man  who  can  fay 
that  the  attack  upon  Copenhagett 
has  not  had  a  confiderable  effect 
upon  the  difpofition  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Ruffia  ?  I  muft  even  think 
that  it  formed  a  principal  part  of 
the  immediate  caufe  of  war  with 
Ruffia  ;  and  I  will  alk  if  this  was 
not  a  good  caufe  ?  The  reafcn  it 
was  not  immediately  declared,  1. 
have  authority  for  believing,  was 
that  Ruffia  had  two  fleets  at  fea, 
and  in  feme  meafure  in  our  power.’* 
The  earls  of  Buckingham  [hire, 
Moira,  Jerfey,  Dajnley,  and  Saint 
Vincent,  with  vilcount  Sidmourk 
and  lord  Erfkinc,  fupported  the 
motion.  They  argued,  that  the 

war 


30]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


war  with  Denmark  was  a  new  war, 
and  upon  what  pretence  could  mi- 
nilters  alk  for  the  fupport  of  that 
houfe,  while  they  refufed  it  the 
information  which  upon  all  occa- 
fions  of  war  had  never  been  de¬ 
nied  ?  They  contended  that  there 
was  no  one  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Danes  were  hoftilely  inclined 
towards  us,  and  even  admitting 
they  were,  that  this  would  not 
jultify  the  expedition.  It  was  ad¬ 
mitted  that  Buonaparte  might 
have  wifhed  to  feize  the  Danifii 
fieet ;  fo  he  had  def  red  to  obtain 
the  Portuguefe  navy  ;  but  had  he 
gotten  poffeflion  of  it  ?  Where, 
it  was  demanded,  was  the  fortitude 
of  this  government,  when  it  could 
b$  frightened  into  an  aft  equally 
incompatible  with  its  honour  and 
Interelts  by  the  exiftence  of  lixteen 
miferable,  paltry  fhips  in  the  port 
of  a  neutral  power  ?  If  we  had 
any  thing  to  fear  from  the  Danes, 
was  it  enough  to  have  warded  off 
the  danger  for  one  year,  for  had 
we  not  left  them  in  poffeflion  of 
their  docks,  in  which  they  might 
foon  build  other  (hips,  and  had 
they  not  the  fame  number  of  fea- 
men  they  ever  had,  with  which  to 
man  them  ?  The  conduct  of  mi- 
nilters  in  this  affair  was  contrafted 
with  that  of  the  great  king  of 
Pruflia,  under  circumftances  fome- 
what  fimilar.  During  the  feven 
year’s  war,, he  had  fuddenly  march¬ 
ed  an  army  into  Saxony,  and  taken 
poffeflion  of  Drefden,  the  capital 
of  the  elector  :  but  he  had  not  felt 
that  he  had  done  enough  to  fatisfy 
the  world,  by  declaring  that  he 
had  procured  copies  of  the  treaty 
a&ually  entered  into  by  the  king 
of  Poland,  then  elector  of  Saxony, 
for  the  partition  of  his  dominions  ; 
for  having  afterwards  obtained  pof¬ 


feflion  of  the  original  treaty,  he 
publifhed  it  at  every  court  in  Eu¬ 
rope  to  render  his  juftifieation  com¬ 
plete.  Earl  Saint  Vincent  declared, 
fuppofing  for  an  inftant  Zealand 
and  the  Danifh  navy  to  be  in  the 
poffeflion  of  Denmark,  and  the 
French  to  be  in  poffeflion  of  Hol- 
flein,  that  he  fhould  think  it  more 
practicable  to  invade  this  country 
from  Boulogne,  than  Zealand  from 
Holltein.  He  alfo  mentioned  that 
having  been  employed  by  the  late 
government  in  the  expedition  to 
the  Tagus,  he  was  prepared  to  fay, 
that  there  was  no  refemblance 
whatever  between  the  meafures 
which  would  have  been  purfued  in 
that  cafe,  and  what  had  been  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  prefent.  Earl  Grey 
obferved  that  Mr.  Garlicke,  the 
Britifh  minifter  at  Copenhagen, 
bad  uniformly  defcribed  the  crown- 
prince  as  of  a  difpofition  and  fpirit 
to  refill  every  idea  of  compulfion. 
This  wa»  the  character  of  all  Mr. 
Garlicke’s  difpatches,  fo  long  as  he 
had  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
their  contents.  He  (earl  Grey) 
did  in  one  of  his  letters  figure  a 
pofiible  cafe  in  which  the  prince 
might  yield  to  French  influence* 
and  he  gave  dire£tions  accordingly ; 
but  in  the  next  fentence  he  ex- 
preffed  his  convj&ion,  that  fuch  di¬ 
rections  were  unneceffary. 

Thefe  remarks  were  anfwered  by 
lords  Hawkelbury  and  Mulgrave. 
They  Hated  that  the  crown-prince 
himfelf  confeffed  in  1801,  that 
Denmark  had  no  alternative  but  to 
yield  to  the  demands  of  Ruflia. 
How  then  could  it  be  fuppofed  that 
fhe  could  now  be  able  to  oppofe 
not  only  Ruflia  but  France?  In 
refpeCt  to  the  defence  of  Zealand, 
admiral  Keats  with  all  his  activity 
and  Ik  ill,  while  ftationed  there, 
5  could 
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could  not  prevent  a  confiderable 
number  of  Danifh  troops  getting 
over  from  Holftein.  The  Belt  be¬ 
ing  but  fixteen  miles  wide  in  the 
broadeft  place,  and  much  narrower 
in  others,  it  became  very  difficult 
for  the  fquadron  to  remain  there 
during  the  long  dark  nights.  It 
had  been  faid  on  a  former  night 
(by  lord  Grenville),  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Belt  was  as  difficult  as 
that  between  France  and  England  ; 
but  belides  that  it  was  much  nar¬ 
rower,  there  was  another  moft  na¬ 
tural  circumftance,  which  had  been 
entirely  loft  fight  of.  It  had  been 
forgotten  to  compare  the  refourc.es 
of  England  with  thofeof  Zealand. 
There  had  never  been  a  doubt,  that 
if  the  objeft  of  Frarlce  was  merely 
to  pufh  over  a  body  of  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  thoufand  men  into  this 
country,  it  might  be  done ;  but 
it  was  very  ferioufly  doubted  if 
France  could  be  capable  of  landing 
fuch  a  force  as  could  make  an  im- 
preffion  on  England.  The  cafe 
was  different  as  to  Zealand,  if  the 
French  could  pufh  over  twenty 
thoufand  men,  they  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  mafters  of  the  ifland  ;  for 
though  the  Danes  would  fight  with 
great  courage  at  fea,  their  army 
had  the  charafter  of  being  one  of 
the  worft  in  the  north  of  Europe- 
It  would  not  have  been  neceftary 
for  France  to  have  invaded  Hol¬ 
ftein  :  her  bare  menace  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  influence  the  de¬ 
termination  of  Denmark.  The 
taking  of  the  Danifh  fleet  added 
fecurity  to  this  country  in  two 
ways.  It  firft  prevented  the  vef- 
fels  from  being  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  invafion  ;  and  fecondly, 
it  prevented  the  neceffity  of  em¬ 
ploying  a  great  number  of  fhips  to 

watch  them,  which  could  only  be 
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had  by  withdrawing  them  from 
other  fervices,  and  thereby  wea¬ 
kening  our  fecurity  fomewhere  elfe,, 
either  in  our  colonies  or  our  com¬ 
merce.  A  great  deal  had  been  faid 
about  the  abfurdity  of  allowing 
the  Ruffian  fhips  to  navigate  the 
feas  at  pleafure,  at  the  time  that 
this  ferious  attack  had  been  made 
on  the  Danifh  marine.  The  fa<fl 
was,  that  orders  had  been  difpatched 
to  our  officers  not  to  permit  a  Ruffian 
fleet  to  go  into  an  enemy’s  port* 
It  was  not  want  of  caution  that 
had  permitted  the  entrance  into  the 
Tagus  of  a  Ruffian  fquadron,  bur. 
want  of  wind  and  favourable  wea¬ 
ther,  by  which  fir  Sidney  Smith 
was  prevented  from  reaching  the 
Tagus  until  two  days  after  that 
fquadron  had  gotten  in.  On  the 
whole,  if  minifters  had  refrained 
from  wrefting  from  the  approaching 
grafp  of  a  formidable  enemy,  an 
engine  which  would  have  given 
him  a  large  addition  of  power* 
they  would  indeed  have  deferved 
the  moft  fevcre  reprehenfion  ;  the? 
would  have  merited  all  the  obloquy 
that  had  that  night  been  beftowed 
on  them,  for  having  purfued  an 
oppofite  and  fuccefsful  courfe. 

The  earl  of  Limerick  and  the 
lords  Borington  and  Harrowby 
alfo  fupported  minifters  In  this  de¬ 
bate,  which  terminated  in  the  re- 
jeftion  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk’s 
motion  by  a  majority  of  57. 

Another  difcuffion  arofe  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  when  lord  Sid- 
mouth,  on  the  1  8th  of  February, 
moved  the  following  resolution  : 
((  That  it  is  highly  important  to 
the  honour  of  th:^  country,  that, 
under  prefent  circumftances,  no 
meafures  be  taken  with  refpeft  to 
the  fhips  of  war  now  in  the  poftef- 
fion  of  hia  majefty,  in  confequence 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


32] 

of  the  capitulation  of  Copenhagen, 
which  may  preclude  the  eventual 
refloration  of  them  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Denmark,  agreeably  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  requifition  referred 
to  in  the  proclamation  iffued  on 
the  1 6th  of  Auguft  lafl  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  his  ma- 
jelfy’s  forces  by  fea  and  land  em¬ 
ployed  on  that  occafion,  and  re¬ 
newed  in  their  letter  of  the  ift  of 
September  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  land  forces  of  his 
Danifh  majefty.”  The  noble  lord 
ohferved  that  we  had  in  the  fir  ft 
inftance  offered  to  take  the  fleet  in 
depofit — an  arrangement  to  which 
the  court  of  Denmark  could  not 
poflibly  Kften,  without  compromi- 
fing  its  honour  and  expoflngitfelf  to 
the  refentment  of  France.  Fie 
however  conceived  we  were  bound 
to  adhere  to  the  principle  upon 
which  we  had  fet  out,  not  lefs  by 
honour  and  policy,  than  by  the 
ilrift  interpretation  of  the  law  of 
nations.  Fie  had  learned  that  the 
Danifh  fhips  were  ordered  to  be 
fitted  out  for  the  fervice  of  this 
country.  He  was  anxious  to  pre¬ 
vent  fo  precipitate  and  impolitic  a 
raeafure.  We  did  not  want  fhips. 
We  had  enough  to  contend  with 
the  united  navies  of  the  world. 
He  confeffed  that  he  looked  with 
great  expectations  to  the  impref- 
£ion  which  would  be  made  on  the 
Fates  of  the  continent  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  refolution  which  he  pro¬ 
posed.  It  would  tend  to  conciliate 
the  Danes,  and  to  draw  them  by 
degrees,  into  their  former  clofe  and 
friendly  connexion  with  us;  and 
bring  back  the  emperor  of  Ruflia 
to  his  natural  ties  with  England. 
This  motion  was  refilled  on  the 
principle,  that  it  would  be  pledging 
the  country  to  make  reftittuion  of 


what  there  was  no  pretence  to  re** 
flore,  after  the  hoftilities  which 
had  flnee  taken  place  between  this- 
country  and  Denmark  ;  and  that 
it  would  be  an  acknowledgment 
that  we  had  added  improperly  on 
an  occafion  where  our  conduct 
could  be  ftriCUy  juftified  on  the 
principles  of  felf-prefervation,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  cafe.  We  had 
made  every  offer  that  could  be  de- 
vifed  to  conciliate  the  Danes,  be¬ 
fore  our  armydebarked,  and  met  not 
only  with  a  refufal  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation,  but  this  refufal  was 
repeated  after  the  army  landed. 
Even  before  the  bombardment 
commenced,  the  fame  offers  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  were  made  again,  and  again 
rejected,  with  a  declaration  that  the 
Danes  would  make  common  caufe 
with  oar  enemies.  If  the  Danes 
had  fhown  any  difpofition  to  keep 
on  amicable  terms  with  this  coun¬ 
try,  there  might  be  fome  ground 
for  the  prefent  motion ;  but  hav¬ 
ing  afted  in  the  manner  they  had 
done,  they  had  certainly  forfeited 
all  claim  to  fuch  treatment  as  was 
intended  to  be  held  out  to  them* 
The  refolution  was  loft  by  a  majo* 
rity  of  54. 

On  the  25th,  Mr,  Sheridan 
moved : — •  i .  for  copies  or  extrafb 
of  any  correfpondence  which  paf- 
fed  between  his  majefly 's  minif- 
ters  and  the  Danifh  charge  d’af¬ 
faires,  or  his  fecretary  refident  at 
the  court  of  London,  from  the  date 
of  the  capitulation  of  Copenhagen, 
to  their  departure,  together  with- 
the  minutes  of  any  verbal  commu¬ 
nications  between  the  fame  ;  2. 

Copies  or  extracts  of  all  corref¬ 
pondence  which  pafled,  after  the 
capitulation  of  Copenhagen,  be¬ 
tween  his  majefljfs  minifters  and 
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the  court  of  Stockholm  relative  to 
the  retaining  poffeffion  of  the 
ifland  of  Zealand  by  a  Swedifh 
army,  or  in  concert  with  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces  ;  and  alfo  copies  of 
any  correfpondence  which  might 
have  paffed  between  the  courts  of 
Copenhagen  and  Stockholm  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  fame,  and  communicated 
to  his  majeftyh  minifter  refiding 
at  the  court  of  Stockholm, 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he  took  it  for 
granted,  that  it  was  not  (imply  the 
attack  upon  Copenhagen,  which 
had  alienated  the  emperor  of  Rufiia 
from  his  attachment  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  that  it  was  owing  td 
fomething  which  occurred  poftefiof 
to  that  attack,  that  he  had  ranged 
himfelf  in  the  lift  of  oUr  enemies. 
He  fufpe&ed  that  the  emperor’s 
hoftility  had  arifen  from  the  com¬ 
munication  imparted  to  the  court 
of  faint  Peterfburgh  of  the  foul, 
treacherous,  and  bafe  propofals 
which  were  made  after  the  capitu¬ 
lation  of  Copenhagen  by  minifters 
to  Mr.  Rift,  the  Danifh  agent  in 
this  country,  to  fubmit  to  any 
terms  which  they  might  think 
proper  to  di<ftate,  on  pain  of  hav¬ 
ing  Norway  wrefted  from  Den¬ 
mark  and  given  to  Sweden.  If  he 
could  truft  to  the  papers  which  he 
held  in  his  hand  (feme  numbers  of 
the  Moniteur)  purporting  to  be 
the  fubjed  of  a  converfation  which 
palled  between  Mr. Canning  and  Mr. 
Rift,  and  copies  of  a  correfpondence 
which  paffed  between  the  courts  of 
Copenhagen  and  Stockholm,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  at  the  very  time  mi¬ 
nifters  were  foliciting  the  media¬ 
tion  of  the  emperor  of  Ruftia  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Denmark, 
they  were  threatening  to  defpoii 
Denmark  of  Norway  ;  and  after 
having  engaged  to  evacuate  Zea¬ 
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land,  conformably  with  the  capu 
tulation,  they  offered  to  co-operate 
with  a  body  of  Swedifti  troops  in 
retaining  poffeftion  of  it.  Flagrant 
and  wicked  as  he  confidered  the 
firft  attack  on  Denmark,  to  have 
violated  the  capitulation  would 
certainly  have  been  ftill  more  bafe 
and  criminal  ;  and  therefore  he 
hoped  to  hear  an  explicit  declara¬ 
tion  from  his  majefty’s  minifters^ 
that  they  never  at  any  time  har¬ 
boured  an  idea  of  committing  fuch 
ads* 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Canning,  becaufe  he  faid  it 
would  be  exttemely  dangerous  to 
reveal  the  correfpondence  of  our 
ally,  the  king  of  Sweden.  Earl 
Temple  obferved  that  minifters 
were  accufed  of  intending  to  break 
or  evade  a  folemn  capitulation,. 
He  therefore  alked  was  there,  or 
was  there  not,  any  negotiation 
with  Sweden,  or  any  foreign  pow¬ 
er,  to  occupy  Zealand^  after  our 
troops  were  bound  to  evacuate  it, 
purfuant  to  the  terms  agreed  upon? 
No  anfwer  was  given  to  this 
queftion  ;  but  a  majority  of  99 
fandioned  the  refufal  of  the  pa¬ 
pers* 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  earl  of 
Darnley  moved  that  an  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  cenfuring 
the  expedition  to  the  Baltic*  The 
addrefs,  which  contained  moil  of 
the  arguments  which  had  been  al¬ 
leged  againft  the  meafure,  was  fup- 
ported  by  lord  Holland,  and  com¬ 
bated  by  lords  Eliot  and  Boring- 
don.  The  motion  was  loft,  and 
lord  Eliot  moved  an  addrefs  ap¬ 
proving  the  expedition,  which  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Another  tedious  debate  occurred 
in  the  commons,  on  the  21ft  of 


March,  ori  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Vul.  E.  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  Series.  [C]  Sharp, 
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Sharp,  for  an  add  refs  to  his  majef- 
ty,  generally  inculpating  minilters 
for  their  conduct  in  this  affair.  It 
is  but  juftice  to  Mr.  Sharp  to  date 
that  he  made  a  moft  eloquent  and 
maderly  appeal  on  this  occafion  ; 
but  the  difcuflion  afforded  no  new 
trait  of  reafoning;  indeed,  it  was 
irnpoffible  that  a  fubjedl,  which 
had  beeft  abfolutely  exhaufled, 
could  produce  any  novelty.  The 
debate,  however,  was  prolonged 
until  fix  o’clock  the  next  morning, 
when  the  addrefs  was  rejected,  and 
a  refolution  of  thanks  to  miniders 
voted,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr. 
Wortiey  Stuart.  The  queftion 
was  again  brought  forward,  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  on  the  24th,  by 
the  earl  of  Suffolk,  who  moved  for 
the  correfpondence  between  Mr. 
Garlicke  and  the  fecretary  of  date, 
from  November  1 806  to  July  1807, 
refpeCting  the  dedgns  which,  in 
conjunction  with  Ruhr  a,  Denmark 
was  fuppofed  to  have  entertained 
againd  England.  This  motion 
was  alfo  negatived,  as  was  one  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  made  by 
lord  Folkedone  on  the  29th,  To  the 
fame  efted  as  that  made  by  lord 
Sid  mouth  in  the  upper  houfe,  re- 
fpeCting  the  eventual  reditution  of 
the  Dawifh  fleet. 

The  lad  time  that  a  topic  im~ 
mediately  connected  with  the  ex- 
pedition  to  the  Baltic  was  fub- 
niitted  to  parliament  was  on  the 
1  '7th  of  May;  and  this  was  a 
motion  made  in  the  houfe  of  peers 
by  lord  Sidmouth,  relative  to  the 
Dan i tii  merchant  lhips,  detained 
previoufly  to  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities.  The  noble  lord  dated 
that  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  1807, 
many  days  before  information  had 
been  received  that  the  Englifh 
commanders  bad  proceeded  to  ex- 


tremities,  and  at  a  time  when  it 
was  not  pretended  that  there  was 
any  inimical  intention  on  the  part 
of  Denmark,  orders  were  iffued 
by  the  board  of  admiralty,  in 
confequence  of  the  directions  from 
one  of  his  rnajedy’s  principal  fe« 
cretaries  of  date,  to  detain  and 
bring  in  providonally  all  Danifh 
merchant  veffels  ;  and  that  thefe 
orders  were  not  confined  to  the 
channel,  but  fent  to  all  our  naval 
officers  commanding  in  chief,  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  On  the 
2d  of  September  a  fimilar  order 
was  iffued  under  the  authority  of 
his  maj edy  in  council  ;  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  mandate  that  no  fhips 
belonging  to  any  of  his  majedy’s 
fubje&s  fhould  clear  out  for  any  of 
the  ports  of  Denmark  ;  and  that 
a  general  embargo  fhould  be  laid 
on  all  ffaips  and  veffels  belonging 
to  the  fubjeCts  of  that  country, 
as  well  as  on  all  perfons  and  effeCts 
on  board  them.  It  appeared  that 
the  account  of  the  commencement 
of  hollilities  was  not  received  in 
England  till  the  4th  of  September  • 
and  it  was  admitted  that  before  that 
time  there  was  no  ground  for  impu¬ 
ting  a  hodiledifpofition  to  Denmark . 
In  confequence  of  thefe  orders, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  fhips 
were  feized  and  detained  ;  and 
after  the  iffue  of  directions  for  gc- 
neral  reprifalson  the 4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  whole  were  condemned  as 
prize  to  the  crown.  The  value  of 
thefe  feizures  in  our  own  ports, 
exclufiveof  thole  which  took  place 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
noble  lord  calculated  at  more  than 
2, 000, cool,  iterling.  Among  ft 
the  fhips  and  cat  goes  detained 
under  the  inlrruCIions  of  the  25  th 
of  Augud  and  the  2d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  were  many  which  had  been 
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wrongfully  brought  into  Britifh 
ports  by  our  cruifers  and  priva¬ 
teers,  the  mailers  and  crews  of 
which  were  too  generally  actuated 
by  a  fpirit  of  rapacity,  by  which 
individuals  were  cruelly  injured, 
and  tire  country  difgraced.  Thefe 
to  a  confiderabJe  amount  had  been 
ordered  to  he  reftored  by  decrees 
of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  or 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  appeal  ; 
but,  owing  to  the  fubfequent  hofti- 
iities,  the  benefit  of  thefe  decrees 
was  withheld,  and  the  property, 
the  reftitution  of  which  had  been 
direded  by  judicial  authority, 
was  condemned  by  the  fame  courts 
as  prize  to  the  king.  Other  (hips 
and-effeds  which  were  under  adju¬ 
dication  at  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  and  which,  as  appeared 
from  the  proceedings  concerning 
diem,  muft  alfo  have  been  decreed 
to  be  reftored,  (hared  the  fame 
fate;  thus  was  advantage  taken  of 
an  original  wrong,  and  the  fruits 
of  it  became  the  property  of  the 
crown*  To  juftify  a  meafure  of 
fuch  feverity,  it  was  absolutely 
ttecedary  to  (how  that  it  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  an  antecedent  aggref- 
fior,  on  the  part  of  Denmark  ;  for 
it  could,  not  be  contended  that  the 
(seizure  of  merchant  (hips  and  of 
commercial  property  was  called  for 
by  the  urgent  and  imperious  duty 
of  fclf-prefervation.  The  noble 
lord  therefore  moved  :  i.  That 

it  appears  to  this  houfe  that  (hips 
and  other  property,  to  a  large 
number  and  amount,  belonging  to 
fubje&s  of  his  Danifh  majefty, 
have  been  feized  and  detained  under 
orders  and  inftrudioos,  ifihed  be¬ 
fore  information  was  received  by 
die  Britifh  government  of  the 
•commencement  of  hoflili ties  with 
•0en/narkj  and  at  a  time  when 
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there  was  no  alleged  or  fuppofed 
caufe  of  war  or  reprifals ;  and 
when  in  purfuit  of  a  peaceable  and 
lawful  commerce,  there  was  an  un^ 
ufnal  accumulation  of  Daniftilhips 
and  cargoes  in  our  ports,  under  the 
moft  perfect:  confidence  of  fecurity  ; 
and  that  the  faid  fhips  and  other 
property  have  been  fince  condemned 
as  lawful  prize  to  the  crown.— 
2.  That  in  confideration  of  the 
extraordinary  circumltances  under 
which  the  faid  orderfe  and  inftruc- 
tions  were  iflued,  it  is  highly  ex¬ 
pedient  that,  except  for  the  t>ur«= 
pofe  of  indemnifying  fuch  Britifh 
fubjecls  as  may  have  fuffered  from 
the  fequeRration  of  their  property 
in  Denmark,  the  appropriation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  (aid  (hips  and 
other  efFeds  fhould  be  fufpended, 
fo  that  no  obftacle  be  occafioned 
thereby  to  fuch  eventual  compenfa- 
tion  to  the  original  owners,  as  cir- 
cumRances  may  appear  to  admit  of, 
and  as  his  majefty,  in  his  juftice 
and  liberality,  may  be  pleafed  to 
dired. — 3.  That  it  would  be 
highly  honourable  to  the  charader 
of  this  country,  that,  confidering 
the  peculiar  circumftanees  of  the 
prefent  cafe,  all  mariners  and 
others,  detained  and  taken  under 
the  orders  and  kftrudions  afore- 
faid,  fhould  be  reieafed  upon  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  as  his  majef¬ 
ty  may  think  fit  to  require.— 
4.  That  at  the  time  of  ifibing  the 
orders  and  inftrudions  aforefaid. 
there  were  alfo  in  the  ports  of  this 
kingdom,  many  (hips  and  cargoes 
belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  his 
Danifh  majefty,  which,  having 
been  unjuftly  and  wrongfully 
brought  into  the  faid  ports,  had  been 
decreed  to  be  reftored  to  the  own. 
ers;  and  that  many  more  then  unde? 
adjudication  mult,  as  it  appears, 
[C  2.J  hsve 
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have  been  in  like  manner  decreed 
to  be  reftored  ;  that  freight  motaey, 
to  a  large  amount,  had  been,  and 
other  fums  of  the  like  nature  mud 
have  been,  pronounced  to  be  due  ; 
all  which  (hips,  cargoes,  and  freight 
money,  have,  in  confequencc  of  the 
fupervening  hoftii i ties,  been  con¬ 
demned  as  prize  to  the  crown, — 
That  it  is  eflential  to  the  juf- 
tice  and  to1  the  honour  of  the  Brit i 111 
name,  as  well  as  conformable  to 
the  ancient  practice  of  our  courts, 
and  to  the  eftablifhed  principles  of 
the  law  ol  nations,  that  effectual 
r..\  ns  be  adopted  forgiving  to  the 
owners- of  the  fa  id  Hi  ips  and  other 
property,,  the  full  benefit  of  the 
decrees  pronounced  in  their  favour 
by  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
or  of  his  majeity’s  high  court  of 
appeal  for  prizes  ;  and  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fiich  means  is  rendered  the 
more  obligatory  on  the  faith  of 
this  nation,  inafmuch  as  the  pofi- 
tive  {Stipulation  of  a  treaty,  then 
fub filling  between  this  country  and 
Denmark,  was  intended  to  provide 
againft  a  delay,  which,  however, 
unavoidable  in  the  prefect  in- 
flances,  has  proved  fo  injurious  to 
the  interefts  of  the  fubjedis  of 
Denmark — 6.  That  it  is  equally 
eflential  to  juft  ice,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  name,  that  the 
crews,  or  fuch  part  of  them  as 
had  remained  in  this  kingdom,  for 
the  belter  cufiody  and  protedfion 
of  the  (hips  and  cargoes  fo  as 
aforefaid  ordered  to  be  reftored, 
fhould  no  longer  be  confidered  as 
prifoners  of  war.— -7,  That  the 
principles  of  the  foregoing  refolu-. 
tions  be  confidered  as  extending  to 
the  proceedings  of  all  his  majefty’s 
courts  of  prize,  wherever  the  fadls 
of  the  cafe,  which  at  prefen t  are 


not  before  this  houfe,  fhali  warrant 
their  application. ** 

The  lord  chancellor  contended,, 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
as  the  law  flood,  all  enemy's  pro;- 
perty  was  forfeited  to  the  crown; 
a  veffel  therefore  detained,  though 
at  the  time  there  might  be  no 
reafon  for  the  detention,  yet  from 
the  circumftance  of  hofbili ties  com¬ 
mencing,  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown.  This  might  operate  as  a 
hard  cafe  in  many  inftances  on  in¬ 
dividuals  :  but  he  had  great  doubts 
that  there  could  be  any  thing  like 
commercial  peace  and  a  political 
war  at  the  fame  time.  He  thought 
fuch  a  fyftem,  and  the  idea  of  com- 
penfation  for  Ioffes,  would  only 
lead  to  ruinous  fpeculations  on  the 
part  of  mercantile  men.  To  this 
reafoning  lord  Hawkefbury  added, 
that  there  was  no  departure  in  this 
cafe  from  the  ufage  and  praHice 
with  refpetfl  to  other  nations;  and 
as  the  tranfaciions  referred  to  were 
confiftent  with  fuch  praHice  and 
ufage,  that  there  was  no  injuftice 
in  them.  Lords  Erfkine,  Ellen- 
borough,  and  earl  Stanhope,  on  the 
other  hand,  fupported  the  refolu- 
tions,  On  the  principle  of  their 
juftice.  Lord  Erfkine  indeed  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  veffels  detained 
mull  be  forfeited  to  the  crown  as 
enemy’s  property;  but  he  faid, 
that  was  no  reafon  why  the  crown 
could  give  no  relief.  Upon  a  di- 
-vilion,  the  refoiutions  were  re¬ 
jected. 

The  law  in  this  cafe  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  clear  :  but  though  fen- 
timents  may  differ  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Copenhagen,  and  the 
propriety  of  bringing  away  the 
Danifh  fhips  of  war,  it  mull  be 
acknowledged  that  the  reftoration 
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of  the  proceeds  arifing  from  the 
fale  of  the  merchant  '’effcls,  de¬ 
tained  previouily  to  hoftilities,  to 
the  owners,  after  Englifh  fubjedts 
had  b  een  compenfated  for  their 
Ioffes  in  Denmark  out  of  them, 
would  have  redounded  highly  to 
the  credit  of  Great  Britain.  It 


was  a  point  on  which,  not  the  li¬ 
berality,  but  the  equity  of  the 
fovereign  might  have  been  molt 
properly  extended  to  the  fufferers ; 
and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented  that 
the  honourable  conduct  recom¬ 
mended  by  lord  Sidmouth  was  not 
adopted. 


CHAP.  III. 


Earl  Grey  moves  for  additional  papers  on  the  Ruffian  and  Aujlrian  offers  t» 
mediate  a  peace  between  France  and  England .  Speeches  of  earl  Grey, 
lord  Hawkejbury ,  the  earl  of  Moira ,  and  lord  Grenville .  The  papers 
granted .  Mr.  Whitbread* s  motion  on  the  fame  fubjeft  in  the  lower  houfe 
agreed  to.  Subfance  of  the  mod  important  of  thefe  documents.  Mr. 
Whitbread  moves  three  reflations  inculpating  minijlers  for  not  accepting 
the  mediations  of  Ruff  a  and  Auflria ,  and  recommending  a  dir  eft:  negs •- 
tiation  with  France:  Ylbflraft  of  the  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Whitbread ,  Mr. 
Ponfonby ,  lord  Milton,  and  Mr.  Canning :  The  ref  lutions  are  negatived . 
Summary  of  the  djeuffion  on  Mr.  Adam’s  motion  relative  to  the  law  of 
parliament ,  which  is  rrjefted.  Debates  on  ihe  expeditions  to  C onjlantinople 
and  Alexandria .  Difcufjion  on  the  droits  of  the  admiralty ,  and  on  the 
remijjion  of  a  forfeiture  to  his  majefiy  obtained  by  fir  Home  Popham. 
Speeches  of  fir  Francis  Burdett ,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  the 
advocate  general ,  fir  Home  Popham  Mr.  Sheridan ,  and  other  members. 
The  cafe  of  fir  Home  Popham ,  again  brought  before  ihe  houfe  of  commons 
by  Mr.  Lujhington ,  who  propofes  ref  lutions  cen faring  that  officer ,  and  con¬ 
demning  the  remiffiion  of  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  him.  The  motion  nega-r 
lived  by  a  large  majority. 

VARIOUS  papers  relative  to 
the  offers  of  Auftria  and 
Ruffia  to  mediate  a  peace  between 
France  and  England  having  been 
laid  before  parliament,  on  the  1 1.  th 
of  February,  earl  Grey,  not  being 
fatished  with  the  documents,  moved 
for  others  more  completely  to  elu¬ 
cidate  thefe  tranffuflions,  He  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  not  difpofed, 
under  all  the  circumftances,  to  find 
great  fault  with  the  rejection  of 
the  Ruffian  proffer,  but  he  faw  much 
to  blame  in  declining  that  of  Aus¬ 
tria.  In  fome  of  the  Ruffian  notes 
already  produced,  he  fa  id,  there 


were  charges  afFefting  the  honour 
and  chamber  of  this  country,  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  his  ma  jelly's 
minilUrs  at  the  court  of  Saint 
Peterfburgh  to  repel.  Thefe  charges 
were  raore  fpecificallv  fet  forth  in 
the  Ruffian  declaration.  fhey 
were  contained  under  three  heads  : 
the  rerufal  to  lend  any  military 
affillance  to  the  emperor,  the  re- 
fufal  to  facilitate  fhe  negotiation 
of  a  loan  in  ihis  country,  and  the 
vexations  fufFered  by  the  commerce 
of  Ruffia.  Of  thefe  three  heads  of 
accufation,  the  laft  only  was  re¬ 
pelled  in  his  majefiy 's  manifefto. 
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The  two  firft  were  patted  over  in 
that  per  left  filence,  which  implied 
an  acquiefcence  in  the  truth  of  the 
charges.  The  firft  was  by  far  the 
moft  ferious.  The  refufal  to  make 
any  military  diverfion  in  favour  of 
the  continent  was  one  of  the  chief 
complaints  againft  his  majefty’s 
late  fervants,  and  had  been  preffed 
againft  them  by  their  opponents  in 
all  poffible  drapes ;  but  he  con¬ 
tended  that  the  courfe  of  events  was 
at  no  time  fuch  as  to  juftify  them 
in  fending  a  large  army  to  the  con¬ 
tinent.  There  were  only  three 
points  at  which  a  diverfion  could 
be  effefted.  It  mull  have  been  at¬ 
tempted  in  France,  Holland,  or 
within  the  Baltic.  What  cou’d 
hve  and  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
men,  the  moft  that  could  have  been 
fpared  from  this  country,  perform 
againft  the  population  of  France  ? 
It  would  have  been  to  fend  them 
to  certain  captivity  or deftruftion  ; 
for  within  three  days,  three  times 
their  number  might  have  been  col- 
lefted  againft  them.  Was  it  in 
Holland  that  this  diverfion  was  to 
be  attempted  ?  Independently  of 
the  difficulty  of  eftablilhing  maga¬ 
zines,  the  feafon  rendered  accefs  to 
the  coaft  almoft  impcffible,  and 
there  was  no  ftrong  place  under 
cover  of  which  the  army  could 
take  port.  Was  it  within  the 
iBaltic  that  this  co-operation  was 
to  take  place  ?  After  the  Ruffians 
were  driven  acrofs  the  Viftula,  any 
defeent  on  the  coaft  of  Denmark 
could  not  have  been  attended  with 
the  final  left  fuccefs.  Stralfund  was 
the  only  place  where  a  landing 
could  have  been  fafely  made,  and 
Swedifh  Pomerania  was  obferved 
by  a  French  army,  too  powerful 
for  any  force  which  England  or 
Sv/eden  could  have  collefted  in  that 
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quarter  to  cope  with.  Where  then 
was  this  military  affiftance  to  be 
given?  Could  a  landing  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  at  Memelhave  chang¬ 
ed  the  fortune  of  war?  Hss  noble 
friend  behindhim  (lordHutchinfon) 
could  bear  teftimony  that  it  would 
not.  The  Ruffians  were  fo  deficient 
in  arrangements,  that  they  were  of¬ 
ten  m  want  of  provifions.  They 
hadneglefted  toeftahlifh  magazines, 
and  the  acceffion  of  fuch  a  force,  in- 
Itead  of  being  an  advantage,  would 
only  have  added  to  their  embarraff- 
ments.  The  next  charge  refpefting 
the  refufal  to  facilitate  a  loan  would 
b  eaiily  refuted.  Ruffia  had  propo- 
led  to  raife  a  loan  of  fix  millions  in 
England  ;  but  upon  confulting  with 
feme  of  the  firft  merchants,  it 
was  found  that  it  would  be  im» 
poffible  to  obtain  it,  unlefs  the  re» 
payment  were  guaranteed  by  the 
Britifh  government.  Ruffia  had 
certainly  offered  a  fpecies  of  fecu- 
rity  ;  namely,  that  the  duties  le¬ 
vied  in  that  country,  upon  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Britiih  goods,  fhould 
be  made  payable  here  as  an  export 
duty  ;  but  this  being  a  duty  of  an 
uncertain  and  precarious  nature, 
it  was  not  accepted.  The  lenders 
would  take  nothing  fhort  of  a  gua¬ 
rantee  of  the  Englifti  government  ; 
and  that  for  many  reafons  could  not 
be  granted.  The  negotiation,  there¬ 
fore,  fell  to  the  ground.  The  only 
remaining  charge  was,  the  injury 
fuftained  by  the  Ruffian  commerce. 
It  was  true,  a  number  of  Ruffian 
veffels  bound  to  the  ports  of  France 
had  been  detained ;  blit  they  were 
afterwards  releafed,  and  ample  re- 
oompenfe  made  to  thofe  who  buf¬ 
fered  by  their  detention.  They 
were  releafed  in  confequence  of  a 
reprefentation  from  the  Ruffian  mi- 
pifter,  that  though  France  and 

Ruffia 
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Raffia  were  at  war,  there  was  no 
interruption  to  the  commerce  be- 
tween  the  two  ftates.  In  proof  of 
this  affertion,  he  mentioned  that 
the  Ruffian  confuls  remained  at  all 
the  French  ports,  in  the  fullexercife 
of  their  functions.  To  this  rep  refen - 
ration  minifters  liftened,  the  detain¬ 
ed  ffiips  were  reieafed,  and  an  affiu- 
ranee  given,  upon  an  underftanding 
that  they  fhould  convey  no  contra¬ 
band  of  war,  of  their  meeting  with 
no  interruption  in  future. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  replied,  that 
as  to  the  Ruffian  mediation,  he  muft 
date  that  his  majefty’s  prefent  mi¬ 
nifters  never  difguifed  or  concealed 
the  defire  they  had  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  France,  if  fuch  a  peace 
could  be  concluded  on  fair  and  ho¬ 
nourable  terms,  and  fhould  extend 
to  his  majefty’s  allies,  as  well  as  to 
himfeif.  If  they  had  thought  fuch 
a  peace  could  be  obtained  through 
the  mediation  of  Ruffia,  they  would 
have  gladly  embraced  it  j  but  it 
was  well  known  that  Ruffia  had,  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Tilfit, 
entered  into  fecret  articles,  which 
they  could  not  doubt  were  dire&ed 
againft  theinterefts  of  this  country, 
or  perhaps  againft  the  exiftence  of 
fome  of  our  allies.  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury  took  no  notice  of  the  Auftrian 
offer  of  mediation ;  but  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  apology  for  the  conduct 
of  the  late  minifters  in  refpeft  to 
a  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  he  faid,  if  it  were  allowed 
that  the  French  had  fucceeded  prin¬ 
cipally  by  fuperiority  of  numbers, 
then  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  a 
great  part  of  that  fuperiority  might 
have  been  taken  off  by  proper  af- 
ftftance,  efpecially  as  it  was  ad¬ 
mitted  that  Sweden  was  ready  to 
co-operate  with  her  whole  ftrength. 
He  did  not  charge  the  former  mi¬ 


nifters  with  any  pofitive  breach  of 
promife,  or  violation  of  any  ex- 
prefs  affurance  of  affiftance  ;  yet 
they  had,  by  their  expreffions,  held 
out  a  hope,  and  induced  a  belief  in 
the  allies,  that  it  was  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  co-operate  with  them.  Thofe 
hopes  and  expe&ations  had  been  de¬ 
ceived,  and  the  continent  was  now 
taught  to  look  upon  this  country,  as 
a  nation  that  goaded  others  to  make 
facrifices,  but  which  avoided  par¬ 
taking  in  the  dangers  and  Ioffes  of 
a  continental  war.  He  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  to  run  the 
rifk  of  lofing  troops,  than  to  lofe 
our  national  honour,  and  be  deemed 
a  country  which  would  involve 
others  in  peril,  which  we  ourfelves 
would  decline.  He  fhould  himfeif 
have  objected  to  a  loan  of  fix  mil¬ 
lions  to  Ruffia  ;  yet  when  he  con- 
fidered  that  it  was  a  campaign  upon 
which  the  laft  ftake  of  Europe 
depended,  he  fhould  not  have  re¬ 
filled  three  millions,  either  as  a 
fubftdy,  or,  if  it  were  more  grati¬ 
fying  to  the  pride  of  Ruffia,  as  a 
loan.  He  conceived  that  the  late 
minifters  were  wrong  in  not  giv¬ 
ing,  at  leaft,  that  pecuniary  aid 
which  the  circumftances  required, 
and  which  our  allies  had  a  right  to 
expeft. 

The  earl  of  Moira  obferved, 
that  it  was  extraordinary  that  at 
the  fame  moment,  when  we  denied 
the  power  of  Ruffia  to  be  a  fair 
guarantee  between  us  and  France, 
we  fhould  have  folicited  it  between 
us  and  Denmark.  If  the  late  mi¬ 
nifters  did  not  fend  an  army  to  the 
affiftance  of  Ruffia,  it  was  becaufe 
no  army  which  this  country  could 
fend,  had  the  fmalleft  chance  of 
turning  the  fate  of  the  laft  unfor¬ 
tunate  campaign.  Thirty  thoufand 
Britifh  troops  upited  with  fifteen 

thoufand 
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thoufand  Swedes,  and  collected  at 
Stralfund,  could  not  have  prevented 
the  defeat  of  the  Ruffians;  and 
even  if  the  event  of  the  battle  oi 
Friedland  had  turned  out  differ¬ 
ently,  and  the  French  had  been 
worked,  (till  that  force  would  have 
been  much  too  ('mail  to  throw  in 
the  rear  of  fuch  an  immeufe  army 
on  its  retreat.  It  was  impoffihle 
that  this  force  could  have  acted  on 
the  flank  of  the  enemy,  for  they 
were  covered  by  great  rivers,  the 
Oder  and  the  Viftula.  In  fuch  an 
expedition,  our  riff  would  not 
have  been  merely  an  army;  but  it 

would  have  been  the  army  of 

*  «< 

Great  Britain,  and  which  certainly 
fhould  not  have  been  hazarded, 
unlefs  there  was  a  probability  of 
gaining  fome  molt  important  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  fa  ft  was,  that  the 
late  mi  Differs  were  convinced,  upon 
the  fulleff  confideration,  that  the 
troops  which  they  could  fend  were 
not  likely  to  produce  any  good  re- 
fulr,  and  that  there  was  only  o.ie 
chance  remaining  for  Europe.  To 
that  one  chance  they  paid  the  ut- 
moff  attention.  That  chance  was 
hat  Auffria  might  be  brought  to 
move,  and  that  if  the  Auftrian 
army  marched  down  to  the  Lower 
Elbe,  behind  the  communications 
of  the  French,  then  Europe 
would  have  had  a  fair  chance  of 
deliverance.  Thefe  arguments  were 
aifo  enforced  by  lord  Grenville, 
who  confelfed  that  from  the  firff 
opening  of  the  campaign,  neither 
he  nor  his  colleagues  were  fanguine 
in  their  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  while 
they  were  endeavouring  to  counter- 
aft  the  fatal  delufion,  in  which  the 
country,  from  its  long  habits,  was 
too  prone  to  indulge,  he  had  not 
forgotten  the  pains  which  were 
taken  to  reprefent  them  as  gloomy, 


fpiritlefs,  and  apprehenfive,  becaufe 
they  would  not  condefcend,  by  an 
empty  (how  of  preparation,  to 
court  a  fame  for  vigour.  There 
was  only  one  cafe  in  which  he 
thought  that  great  and  ample  fa*, 
crifices  ought  to  have  been  made, 
— in  the  event  of  procuring  theco- 
operationof  Auffria.  It  had  been 
(aid  that  pecuniary  aid  might  have 
been  afforded  ;  and  that  the  iate  mi¬ 
ni  ffers  even  refufed  to  fanftion  a 
Ruffian  loan  of  fix  millions.  To 
this  he  would  anfwer,  that  taught 
by  the  experience  of  a  former  gua¬ 
rantee  for  an  Auftrian  loan,  it  be¬ 
hoved  the  late  government  to  aft 
with  fome  caution,  before  they 
gave  a  guarantee  for  fuch  a  fum  as 
(ix  millions,  which  might  ulti¬ 
mately  fall  as  a  burden  on  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  they  might 
have  granted  a  fubftdy  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  that  then  a  zeal  to  aflift 
Ruffia  would  have  been  manifefted. 
He  would  reply,  that  they  were 
ready  tofubfidize,  it  it  could  have 
been  fhown  that  any  good  was  to 
be  gained  by  it.  The  former  mi- 
nifters  were  blamed  for  not  having 
made,  at  ieaft,  a  (how  of  diver  (ion 
by  coilefting  a  large  fleet  of  tranf- 
ports,  and  by  marching  troops  to 
the  coaft,  in  order  to  excite  alarm 
in  the  enemy,  and  divide  his  atten¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  enemy  would  have 
known  as  well  as  we,  that  we  could 
not  be  ferious  in  fuch  an  enterprife, 
which  muft  have  ferved  only  to 
delude  our  ally,  and  encourage  him 
to  continue  a  fruitlefsconteft.  Still, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  the  country  was 
not  without  refources,  and  could 
have  gone  very  great  lengths  both 
in  military  and  pecuniary  aids,  had 
there  been  a  probability  of  fuch 
aids  being  in  any  way  ufeful. 


Earl 
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Earl  Grey’s  motion  for  the  ad¬ 
ditional  papers  was  agreed  to  with¬ 
out  a  divifion.  Mr.  Whitbread 
alfo,  in  the  lower  houfe,  moved 
for  further  documents  on  this  fub- 
jeCt.  Moll  of  thefe  were  granted  ; 
particularly  copies  of  all  aflurances 
of  cooperation  given  to  the  courts 
of  Ruffia  and  Stockholm,  with 
fome  modification  of  them.  From 
thefe  lalt  it  appeared,  that  after 
the  battle  of  Auerftadt,  minifters 
had  inftruCled  Mr.  Stuart,  the  am- 
baflador  at  Saint  Peterlburgh,  to 
ufe  the  moft  prefling  inftances  to 
that  court  to  give  orders  for  the 
advance  of  the  Ruffian  armies  with¬ 
out  delay,  in  order  that  they  might 
affift:  the  king  of  Pruffia  *;  and 
they  ftated,  that  the  increafe 
of  the  danger  would  animate  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  increafed  ex¬ 
ertions  for  the  fake  of  the  common 
caufe  t  ;  but  when  the  baron  de 
Nicolay,  the  Ruffian  envoy  at 
London,  invited  them  to  a  frank 
and  explicit  communication  of  their 
views  with  refped  to  the  exifiing 
crifis,  he  was  anfwered,  “  that 
there  was  no  queftion  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  of  any  particular  military 
operation,  yet  that  the  fame  opinion 
was  entertained  at  London  as  at 
Saint  Peterlburgh,  of  the  neceflity 
of  combined  exertions  to  refill;  the 
augmenting  peril,  and  of  a  full  and 
unreferved  confidence  on  all  points 
conneded  with  the  intereft  of  the 
common  caufe  The  difpatches 
both  of  Mr.  Stuart  and  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Douglas  exhibited  an  ex¬ 
treme  wifh  on  the  part  of  the 
emperor  Alexander,  for  the  co. 
operation  of  Great  Britain.  In 


[41 

one  of  them,  the  former  writes : 

“  General  Budberg  lately  told  me, 
that  his  imperial  majefty  had  ex- 
prefsly  direded  him  to  urge  the 
expediency  oi  partial  expeditions 
on  the  coafts  of  France  and  Tlol- 
land,  for  the  purpofe  of  diftrading 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and 
impeding  the  march  of  the  French 
referves.”  In  two  fubfequent  dif¬ 
patches,  Mr.  Stuart  again  draws 
lord  Howick’s  notice  to  this  fub- 
je<ft  ;  and  in  another  he  obferves  : 
t(  I  mult  not  conceal  from  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  apparent  filence 
of  his  majefty’s  government  re- 
fpeding  a  military  diverfion  onfthe 
coalt  of  France,  has  not  produced 
a  favourable  effed  on  the  opinion 
either  of  the  minifters  or  the  pub¬ 
lic  of  this  country/’  The  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Ruffian  minifters 
concerning  the  want  of  co..  ope  ration 
are  repeated  in  four  feveral  diR 
patches  of  the  marquis  of  Douglas, 
In  reply  to  thefe,  lord  Ho  wick 
points  out  the  difficulty  and  danger 
at  all  times  of  .landing  in  fiich  a 
country  as  France;  but  he  re¬ 
marks  :  “  that  if  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  fhould  arife,  his  majefty 
would  be  deftrous  of  exerting  his 
utmoft  efforts  todiftrefs  the  enemy, 
upon  any  point  which  might  pre¬ 
fen  t  an  advantageous  opening  to 
affift  the  general  operations  of  the 
war  At  length,  in  the  month 

or  March  1807,  lord  Hutchinfon 
Hates  that  a  formal  propofition  had 
been  made  to  him  by  the  Pruffia  a 
government,  in  conjunction  with 
that  of  Ruffia,  that  the  Britifh 
and  Swedifh  troops  Ihould  raife  the 
blockade  of  Stralfund,  at  that  time 


*  Difpatch  from  vifeount  Howick  to  Charles  Stuart,  Efq.  dated  Oil.  28th,  1S0 6,' 
+  Difpatch  from  the  lame  to  the  fame,  Nov.  4th,  1806. 

£  Difpatch  from  the  lame  to  the  marquis  of  Douglas,  Dec.  4th,  1806. 

^  Difpatch  from  the  fame  to  the  fame,  Feb.  2,0th,  1807. 
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invented  by  marfhal  Mortier,  with 
about  twenty  thoufand  men,  and 
that  they  fhould  move  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Oder,  to  threaten  the 
cornmuncations  in  ibe  rear  of  the 
French  army,  Ii  was  added  that 
they  might  beftege  Stettin,  a  large 
place  with  a  fmall  garrifon,  and  in 
a  bad  Hate  of  defence  ;  and  that  if 
it  were  taken,  **  the  communica¬ 
tion  with  Berlin,  the  Elbe,  and 
the  reft  of  Germany  would  be  at 
once  open.  If  the  French  remained 
in  Poland,  a  conftderable  force 
afting  in  this  manner  on  their  rear, 
would  create  the  moft  ferious  em. 
barraftfnents,  and  probably  force 
them  to  evacuate  that  country,  or 
at  leaft  oblige  them  to  detach  fuch 
a  number  of  troops  as  would  foon 
leave  them  inferior  to  the  allies, 
Should  the  French  even  occupy 
the  line  of  the  Oder,  this  diver- 
lion  would  be  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance,  as  the  Ruffians  would  in 
that  cafe  probably  march  with  the 
larger  part  of  their  army  into  Sile- 
fta.  This  propofed  operation  would 
be  attended  with  little  danger,  as 
the  Britifh  army  would  always 
have  a  retreat  upon  Stralfund  open 
to  them,  and  from  thence  to  the 
ifland  of  Rugen,  from  which  they 
might  be  re-embarked.”  Lord 
Hutchinfon  exprefles  his  opinion 
on  this  propofal,  that  the  plan 
X(  would  be  highly  advantageous, 
and  only  attended  with  the  ordi¬ 
nary  rifques  of  war,  as  in  every 
event  the  retreat  of  the  troops 
employed  in  that  fervice  would  not 
be  a  hazardous  one.”  The  marquis 
of  Douglas  informs  lord  Hovvick  * 
there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
it  had  been  forcibly  put  to  the  em¬ 
peror  by  fome  people  little  partial 


to  England,  that  Ruffin  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  her  friends ;  that  the 
whole  conteft  was  left  to  her,  and 
that  even  her  intimate  ally.  Great 
Britain  neglected  to  fupportherat 
a  crifts  when  any  reverfe  of  fortune 
might  endanger  the  empire  itfelf. 
He  mentions  that  he  had  frequently 
expatiated  upon  the  a&ivity  of 
England,  but  that  he  muft  ac¬ 
quaint  lord  Howick  that  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  court,  alive  to  the  embarrafT- 
ments  which  furrounded  it,  was 
determined,  in  fpite  of  every 
argument,  to  confider  no  adt  as 
directed  towards  its  particular  fup- 
porf,  which  did  not,  by  occupying  a 
part  of  the  French  forces,  relieve  2£ 
from  their  concentrated  attacks  f  * 
He  was  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  ftncCre  and  honourable  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  emperor,  yet  it  was 
impoffible  he  (lord  Douglas)  fhould 
be  deaf  to  the  murmurs  that  he 
heard,  to  the  expectations  of  thou- 
fands,  to  the  intrigues  of  a  few, 
all  more  or  lefs  beginning  to  feek 
the  fame  cbjeft  ;  fo  that  he  could 
not  without  forae  jealoufy  look  to 
the  confequences.  Should,  how¬ 
ever,  any  diverfion  take  place  on 
ihe  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  af- 
ffifted  by  her  troops,  there  was 
a  great  probability  in  that  cafe, 
that  the  emperor,  from  a  point  of 
honour,  would  confider  himfelf 
bound  to  act  with  all  practicable 
energy  +. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  no  poft- 
tive  promife  of  co-operation  was 
ever  given  by  minifters  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ruffia  ;  yet  it  muft  be 
admitted  that  the  emperor  was 
urged  by  the  Englifh  cabinet  to 
move  to  the  aid  of  Pruffia,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  in  fome  meafurc 


*  March  19-th,  1807,  i  April  3rd,  |  April  27th, 
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entitled  him  to  expeft  feme  colla¬ 
teral  union  of  enterprife;  and  it  is 
equally  clear  that  indirect  hopes  of 
afliftance  were  held  out  to  him  in 
the  firll  inftance. 

On  the  29th  of  February,  Mr. 
Whitbread,  in  perhaps  one  of  the 
longell  fpeeches  which  were  ever 
delivered  in  parliament,  reviewed 
and  commented  on  the  various  do¬ 
cuments  which  had  been  produced 
relative  to  the  mediations  of  Auf- 
tria  and  Ruflia,  and  moved  the 
following  refolutions :  i.  {{  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that 
the  conditions  ftipulated  by  his 
majefty’s  miniilers  for  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  mediation  offered  by 
the  emperor  of  Ruflia,  were  inex¬ 
pedient  and  impolitic. — 2.  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that 
the  conduct  of  his  majefly’s  minif- 
ters  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  media¬ 
tion  offered  by  the  emperor  of  Auf- 
tria,  was  unwife  and  impolitic, 
and  not  calculated  to  afeertain  how 
far  the  refloration  of  the  bleffings 
of  peace  might,  or  might  not  have 
been  attainable  through  the  means 
of  fuch  mediation. — 3.  That  there 
is  nothing  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  war,  which  ought  to  preclude 
his  majefty  from  embracing  any 
fair  opportunity  of  acceding  to, 
or  commencing  a  negotiation  wirh 
the  enemy  on  a  footing  of  equality 
for  the  termination  of  hoftijities  on 
terms  of  equity  and  honour.”  Mr. 
W hitbread  prefaced  this  motion  by 
affuming,  that  it  was  admitted  by 
minifters  that  the  war  had  become 
purely  defenfive  on  the  part  of 
England.  There  could,  therefore, 
he  faid,  exift  no  reafon  againft  its 
termination,  arifmg  out  of  any 
hope  of  pofitive  advantage  from 
jts  continuance ;  confequently  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  accept 


the  mediation  of  Ruflia  for  the 
purpofeof  negotiating  with  France* 
Minifters,  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  exprefled  themfelves  in 
theirdcclarations,  and  their  fpeeches 
in  parliament,  had  wifhed  it  to  be 
imagined  that  the  offer  of  media¬ 
tion  refulted  from  the  treaty  of 
Tilfit  alone,  when  in  point  of  faft 
the  firft  offer  was  made,  before  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit  had  been  executed  , 
and  even  fo  many  days  before  that 
event,  and  fo  fhort  a  time  after 
the  fignature  of  the  armiftice,  as 
to  make  it  impofiible  that  all  thole 
plans  which  were  attributed  to 
Ruffi  a  and  France,  of  a  concert 
with  the  aim  to  annoy  England, 
could  have  been  entered  into* 
When  this  offer  was  originally 
made,  it  was  unclogged  with  the 
offenfive  limitation  of  time  upon 
which  fo  much  ft  refs  had  been  laid. 
It  was  conceived  in  thefe  remark¬ 
able  words  :  ‘f  The  emperor  offers 
his  mediation  to  his  Britannic 
majefty  to  make  his  peace  with 
France  ;  having  a  certainty  that  it 
will  be  accepted  by  the  latter 
power.’*  What  could  be  more 
ftrikingly  amicable  in  the  emperor, 
than  fuch  an  offer  at  fuch  a  mo¬ 
ment  ?  After  fo  complete  a  de¬ 
feat,  when  his  hopes  were  blafted, 
when  he  was  reduced  to  the  necef-- 
fity  of  making  a  peace,  which 
nothing  but  extremity  could  have 
extorted  from  him,  in  the  hour  of 
his  anguilh  he  thought  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  his  firll  confideration 
was  how  he  Ihould  be  able  to  ferve 
her  by  his  intervention,  after  hav¬ 
ing  ineffeftually  tried  his  ftrength 
to  the  utmoft  in  contells  in  the 
field  !  It  was  now  known  alfo, 
that  the  emperor  never  intended 
that  the  limitation  of  time  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  propofal,  with 

which 
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which  it  was  afterwards  accompa¬ 
nied,  fhould  be  infilled  on.  As  to 
the  impartiality  of  the  emperor,  as 
he  had  to  the  laft  moment  mani- 
fefted  his  fmcere  friendfnip  to¬ 
wards  this  country,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  a 
probability,  that  if  his  imperial 
majefty  had  any  bias,  it  was  in 
favour  of  England.  The  honour* 
able  member  contended,  that  it 
was  iinpoffible  for  the  Ruffian  go¬ 
vernment  to  havte  revealed  the 
fecret  articles  in  the  treaty  of  Til  - 
ft  in  compliance  with  cur  demand, 
becaufe  the  very  word  fecret  implied 
that  there  was  fomething  to  he 
withheld  by  the  two  contrafting 
powers,  to  difclofe  which  would 
have  violated  the  very  conditions 
of  the  articles  themfelves.  He 
obferved,  that  the  repeated  af- 
furanees  given  by  Ruffia  of  the  in¬ 
noxious  nature  of  the  fecret  articles 
in  relation  to  England,  might  have 
been  relied  upon  with  a  degree  of 
confidence  Efficient  to  juftify  the 
acceptance  of  the  mediation,  if 
other  wife  defirable;  becaufe  in  the 
courle  of  the  negotiation,  England 
might  have  propofed  and  enforced 
.any  provifions  to  fecure  rhole  in- 
terefts  which  fhe  fiffpefted  to  be  in 
danger  from  the  effeCf  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  in  queftion.  Minifters,  how¬ 
ever,  feerned  to  have  been  only 
de (irons  of  creating  difficulties  in 
the  bufinefs.  They  wiflied,  as  a 
preliminary  mark  of  good  will 
from  Ruffiia  in  this  affair,  that  the 
treaty  of  commence  between  her 
and  Great  Britain  fhould  be  re¬ 
newed.  That  treaty  had  expired, 
and  frequent  attempts  had  unfuc- 
eefsfully  been  made  by  the  laft 
pdrniniftration  to  obtain  the  re¬ 
newal  of  it.  Was  it  reafonable  to 
a  fie  for  fuch  a  mark  of  good  will 


at  that  time  ?  Was  it  not  rather 
adding  to  exifting  embarraffiments, 
and  creating  difguft  in  the  mind  of 
Ruffia,  when  it  ought  to  have 
been  the  object  of  his  ma jelly’s 
fervants  to  footh  and  conciliate 
her?  Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  that 
the  inveftigation  of  the  documents 
fu miffed  him  with  this  conclulion  ; 
that  there  were  three  modes  in 
which  the  king’s  fervants  might 
have  proceeded  with  regard  to  the 
Ruffian  offer  of  mediation.  The 
firft  was,  to  have  accepted  it  in  the 
only  way  in  which  it  could  with 
propriety  be  accepted;  with  promp¬ 
titude,  franknefs,  and  confidence. 
He  did  not  fay  that  miniftefs  were 
cenfurable  for  not  having  done  this. 
The  refponfibility  they  would  have 
taken  on  themfelves  undoubtedly 
muft  have  been  great  :  the  iffue 
might  have  been  fortunate.  No 
blame,  however,  attached  to  thofe 
who  declined  fuch  a  decided  line  of 
conduCl.  The  fecond  courfe  which 
might  have  been  taken  was,  to  have 
told  Ruffia  immediately,  that  in  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  England 
could  not  accept  her  mediation  : 
but  to  have  done  this  accompanied 
with  all  the  expreffions  of  tender- 
nefs,  conciliation,  and  confidence 
towards  Ruffia,  which  could  have 
been  deviled.  At  the  fame  time, 
adding,  that  although  the  offer  of 
Ruffia  was  declined  for  the  reafons 
dated,  a  direCl  communication  with 
France  would  be  accepted,  if  ten¬ 
dered  on  the  part  of  that  power ; 
and  even  avowing  frankly  to  Ruf¬ 
fia,  not  only  that  fuch  was  the 
difpolition  of  the  Englilh  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  that  if  England  felt 
that  her  overtures  would  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  a  manner  becoming  her 
honour  and  dignity,  and  upon  the 
footing  of  equality,  (he  would  not 

be 


I>e  indifpofed  to  make  fuch  over¬ 
tures.  Had  fuch  overtures  been 
made  at  that  moment,  it  was  a 
period  of  the  war  moil  favourable 
for  them,  and  they  might  have  led 
to  peace.  There  was  a  third  courfe  ; 
that  of  fufpicion,  petulance,  and 
half  confidence,  to  which  the  evil 
genius  of  England  directed  the 
councils  of  her  minifters.  This 
was  a  courfe  which  was  fure  to  fail  ; 
a  courfe  which  mull  neceffarily 
bring  difcredit  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country.  It  had  failed, 
it  had  brought  difcredit  upon  the 
councils  of  the  king,  and  a  golden 
“Opportunity  for  entering  into  nego¬ 
tiation  had  been  irretrievably  loll. 
Proceeding  to  the  Auftrian  offer  of 
mediation,  Mr.  Whitbread  con¬ 
ceived  that  his  majefty’s  fervants 
had  in  that  affair  a'tfo  been  actuated 
by  groundlefs  fcruples,  and  an  ad¬ 
herence  to  idle  punctilios.  He  par¬ 
ticularly  argued  that  Mr.  Canning 
had  millaken  the  conftrufition  of  a 
paffage  in  the  prince  of  Starhem- 
berg’s  note,  dated  the  23d  of  No¬ 
vember  1807,  propofingthatEngiilh 
plenipotentiaries  fhould  be  Cent  to 
Paris  to  treat  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  peace.  The  meaning  of 
that  paffage  he  contended  to  be  that 
they  fhould  negotiate  ((  a  pacifi¬ 
cation  between  all  the  powers  at 
war,  including  England  whereas 
the  right  honourable  fecretary  had 
held  the  import  of  it  to  be  (t  be¬ 
tween  England  and  all  the  powers 
in  alliance  againft  her,’’  (to  the 
exclusion  of  the  powers  in  alliance 
with  her).  In  this  verbal  criticifm 
Mr.  Whitbread  was  certainly  un¬ 
fortunate,  as  the  French  words 
cannot  be  forced  to  bear  the  inter¬ 


pretation  lie  extorted  from  them  *; 
and  even  fuppofing  that  they  could, 
as  the  prince  of  btarhemberg  was 
known  to  be  friendly  to  Engiifh 
interefts,  he  would  have  acquainted 
Mr.  Canning  with  his  misconcep¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Whitbread  then  touched 
on  the  propriety  of  a  bafts  of  nego¬ 
tiation  having  been  demanded  by 
miaiflers.  If,  faid  he,  a  bafis 
was  thought  indifpenfable,  they 
ought  to  have  been  prepared  with 
one,  and  to  have  levelled  that  dif¬ 
ficulty  by  communicating  it  ;  but 
the  preliminary  condition  of  a  balls 
was  the  bane  of  the  former  nego- 
tiation  with  France,  and  rendered 
it  abortive.  In  refpefil  to  the  de¬ 
mand  of  a  pledge  from  France  of 
her  difpofition  to  peace,  he  fhould 
have  thought  that  the  propofal  of 
that  power  to  fend  Britifh  minifters 
to  Paris  was  a  pledge  in  itfelf  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfafilory.  On  the  whole, 
he  declared,  that  in  his  opinion 
another  propitious  moment  had 
been  fuffered  to  efcape,  not  indeed, 
of  making  peace,  bur  of  entering 
into  difcuffions,  for  the  purpofe  of 
afeertaining  whether  peace  could  or 
could  not  be  made.  The  honour¬ 
able  member  afterwards  enforced 
the  expediency  of  making  a  direfit 
propofal  of  negotiation  to  France, 
and  afked  if  there  were  any  thing 
humiliating  in  fuch  condufiL  If 
there  were,  Buonaparte  had  twice 
fufficientlv  humbled  himfelf  before 
this  country  ;  for  he  had  twice 
made  direct  overtures  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  treating,  and  could  he  be 
expefited  to  repeat  them  ?  “  Suf- 

pend,”  he  continued,  “  for  a  time 
the  operations  of  war,  and  the 
power  of  the  French  emperor  will 


*  The  words  were  <e  entre  toutes  Ies  puiflances  afituelleraeBt  en  guerre  a vcc 
PAngleterreT 
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no  longer  be  what  it  is  now.  By 
your  reftftance  you  created,  and  by 
continuing  to  refill:,  you  cor.folidate 
that  power.  It  is  the  coot  eft  of 
the  wind  and  the  fun,  by  urging- 
the  tempeft  of  war  againft  him, 
you  bind  fafter  all  thofe  ties,  which 
have  placed  the  different  Hates  of 
the  earth  under  his  controul ;  the 
genial  influence  of  peace  would 
tend  gradually  to  difunite  and  to 
diiTolve  them. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  entirely  approved 
of  the  two  fir  ft  refolutionS.,  but 
objected  to  the  third,  becaufe  it 
would  bind  minifters  to  take  im¬ 
mediate  fteps  towards  a  negotia¬ 
tion,  which  might  induce  Buona¬ 
parte  to  fuppofe  that  our  offer  arofe 
from  mercantile  diftrefs,  and  the 
preffure  under  which  our  manufac¬ 
tures  laboured,  from  having  the 
markets  on  the  continent  fhut 
againft  them.  He  might  therefore 
think  himfeif  in  a  pofttion  to  dic¬ 
tate  a  peace  to  us.  Confequently 
he  was  afraid  that,  inftead  of  pro¬ 
moting  peace,  the  refolution  might 
have  the  effect  of  protracting  the 
war.  Lord  Milton  alfo  agreed  to 
the  propriety  of  the  two  Arft  refo- 
lutions ;  but  could  not  a  (Tent  to 
the  third,  not  being  fatisfied  that 
there  was  yet  ground  toaddrefs  his 
majefty  to  remove  his  minifters  as 
being  diftnclined  to  peace,  a  pro¬ 
cedure  which  he  was  of  opinion 
muft  neceflarily  follow  t^e  third 
refolution. 

Mr.  Canning  exprefted  his  rea¬ 
ch  nefs  to  enter  at  any  time  into 
negotiations  for  a  peace,  confident 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  country ;  but  he  maintained 
that  until  certain  intelligence  was 
received,  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  was  prepared  to  admit  dif- 
ruffions  on  an  equitable  bafts,  it 


would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  any* 
It  was  obvious  ^hat  if  any  nego= 
tiation  which  might  be  undertaken 
fnould  fail,  peace  would  be  placed 
at  a  greater  diftance,  and  the  fuf» 
ferings  of  the  people  which  had 
been  fo  much  exaggerated,  inftead 
of  being  diminifhed,  would  be 
augmented.  The  ftrft  offer  of  me¬ 
diation  from  Anftria  might  have 
been  worthy  of  attention,  if  the 
fortune  of  Buonaparte  had  not 
taken  a  different  turn.  Aufiria  fell 
under  the  controul  of  France,  and 
no  fecurity  exifted  in  negotiation. 
The  laft  offer  proved  palpably  fal¬ 
lacious,  and  both  attempts  ex¬ 
ploded  together.  It  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Bririfb  government 
to  negotiate ;  but  in  the  official 
notes  which  palled  through  the 
hands  of  the  Auftrian  minifter,  an 
ambiguous  ftyie  prevailed,  evi¬ 
dently  the  effedft  of  defign.  After 
the  12th  of  June  1807*  Anftria 
was  no  longer  an  independent 
power.  She  Was  fo  completely 
influenced  by  the  French  minifter, 
that  her  prince  had  no  choice  but 
to  aid  the  views  of  France.  No 
inftance  would  be  found,  where  a 
neutral  under  the  influence  of  a 
fuperior  power,  had  been  accepted 
as  a  mediator.  We  were  called 
upon  to  accept  an  unaccredited 
agent  in  the  perfon  of  the  Auftrian 
minifter.  In  the  year  1805  Auf- 
tria  offered  her  mediation  to  France, 
who  faid,  Ihow  me  a  bafts.  She 
afterwards  offered  to  mediate  for 
Rufia,  who  alfo  required  a  bafts. 
If  thefe  powers  confidered  it  necef- 
fary  to  make  fuch  claims  on  Auf- 
tria,  this  country  was  right  in 
demanding  ftri&ly  the  bafts  of 
treating  before  it  accepted  the  offer 
of  mediation. 

Jdr.  Whitbread’s  motion  was 

fupported 
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fbpponed  by  the  honourable  J.  W. 
Ward,  lord  Mahon,  Mr,  Sheridan, 
and  Mr.  Adam,  and  oppofed  by 
Mr,  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Blach- 
ford.  The  houfa divided  on  each  of 
the  refolutions  in  the  following 
manner  :  ift.  Ayes  70 ;  Noes 
210.  2d,  Ayes  6 y  ;  Noes  zn. 

3-d  Ayes  58  ;  Noes  217. 

A  queftion  relative  to  the  law  of 
parliament,  ariiing  out  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  motions  for  papers  concern¬ 
ing  the  hoftile  proceedings  agaiolf 
Denmark,  was  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Adam  on  the  4th  of  March. 
On  the  3d  of  February,  Mr, 
Ponfonby  moved  for  certain  docu¬ 
ments  ;  and  in  the  debate  which 
took  place,  the  difcuffion  embraced 
not  only  the  motion  for  papers, 
but  the  conduct  of  the  individuals 
to  which  thefe  papers  referred.  On 
that  occahon,  Mr.  Canning  read 
extrafls  from  two  papers  which 
had  been  moved  for,  to  give  the 
houfe  information  neceflary  to  en¬ 
able  it  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
propriety  of  the  .expedition  to 
Copenhagen.  On  the  8th,  Mr. 
Whitbread  moved  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  -of  thefe  very  papers  from 
which  Mr.  Canning  had  read  ex. 
frafls,  on  the  ground  that  the 
extra  ids  that  had  been  given,  pro¬ 
duced  a  different  impreifion  on  the 
houfe  from  that  which  ihe  writers 
of  thefe  difpatches  (lord  Howick 
and  Mr.  Garlicke,)  had  intended 
to  convey.  The  reafon  originally 
affigned  for  not  producing  the 
whole  of  thefe  documents  was, 
that  their  contents  could  not  be 
difclofed,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  fervice.  Mr.  Canning  on 
tire  8th  perfifted  in  refufing  them, 
alleging  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
had  not  mifreprefented  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  lord  Howick  and  Mr. 


[4? 

Garlicke;  yet  on  the  26th,  he 
himfelf  moved  for  the  fame  papers 
which  he  before  had  contended  it 
would  be  unfafe  to  publifh,  for  the 
purpofe  of  vindicating  his  own 
chara&er.  Mr.  Adam  pronounced 
Mr.  Canning’s  conduft  to  be 
wholly  irregular  and  highly  cert- 
furable,  becaufe  any  member  who 
prefiimed,  of  his  own  accord,  to 
read  parts  of  official  documents 
which  weie  not  before  the  houfe, 
was  guilty  of  a  flagrant  violation 
of  its  forms  of  proceeding,  and  of 
an  infraction  of  the  law  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  honourable  member 
infilled,  that  a  fee  ret  ary  of  ilate 
had  no  more  right  to  read  the  con« 
tents  of  any  difpatch  with  which 
he  was  entrufled,  than  a  perfon 
picking  it  up  by  accident,  would 
have  to  publifh  it.  The  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  houfe  was  therefore 
necelfary  on  this  point,  as  well  to 
mark  its  difapprobation  of  one  of 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  in  his 
official  capacity,  as  to  fecure  its 
own  independence,  and  the  rcgula* 
my  of  its  proceedings,  Mr.  Adam 
confequentiy  moved  two  refolu- 
tions  inculpating  Mr.  Canning  in 
this  refpedl.  The  latter  vindi¬ 
cated  himfelf  from  the  charge,  and 
produced  feveral  inffances,  with  a 
view  of  Slowing  that  his  conduct 
had  been  fanflioned  by  precedent. 
If,  faid  he,  the  doilrine  was  to 
be  laid  down,  that  no  minifler 
ought  to  convey  information  ex¬ 
cept  by  command  of  his  majefly, 
or  in  confequence  of  an  addrefs,  it 
wxxild  be  impoffible  for  thebufinefs 
of  the  country  to  go  on.  Where 
could  the  line  be  drawn  ?  W011I4 

it  be  fai,d,  that  to  anfwer  a  quef¬ 
tion  was  corredl,  but  to  give 
voluntary  intelligence  improper  f 
Adverting  to  the  refolu tions,  Mr. 

Canning 
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Canning  obferved,  that  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  it  would 
have  been  more  advifable  for  the 
honourable  mover  of  them  to  adopt 
a  profpedlive  meafure,  than  to  lay¬ 
down  a  principle,  and  then  apply 
ir  to  him  (Mr.  Canning).  Why 
did  he  not  take  notice  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  at  the  time  it  occurred, 
aware  as  he  was,  by  his  own  con- 
feffion,  of  its  impropriety  ;  and  not 
come  down  a  month  after  it  had 
happened,  to  make  it  a  fubjeft  of 
aeeufation  ?  Mini  Iters  had  each, 
in  their  feverai  departments,  his 
raajefty’s  confidence,  and  that  con¬ 
fidence  implied,  that  they  were  to 
exercife  their  difcretion  either  in 
tiling  or  withholding,  except  in 
coniequence  of  his  command  or  an 
add  refs,  any  correfpondence  in 
t hei  r  refpeft  i  v  e  office s .  M  r .  W"  i nd- 
ham  and  Mr.  Whitbread  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  resolutions,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  and 
ford  Caftlereagh  againft  them.  The 
lail  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  voted  by  a  majority  of 
corffiderably  more  than  two  to 
one. 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  drawn  to  the  expe¬ 
ditions  to  Conftantinople  and 
Alexandria,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  a 
gentleman  who  profeffed  to  be 
unconnected  with  any  political 
patty.  Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  15th 
of  February  moved  for  a  variety 
of  papers  on  thefe  fubjedts.  Molt 
of  them  were  produced;  but  it  is 
unncceiTary  to  enter  into  any  detail 
concerning  them,  as  the  readers  of 
the  Annual  Regifter  are  acquainted 
with  all  the  facts  which  could  be 
drawn  from  them;  and  particularly 
as  no  new  light  was  thrown  on  the 
raufo  ot  the  failures  incurred  by  the 


Britifli  armaments  by  the  docu¬ 
ments.  Colonel  Wood,  indeed, 
on  the  1 6th  of  May.  moved  for  a 
copy  of  -the  log-book  of  the  Royal 
Ge  rge  (fir  John  Duckworth’s 
flag-fhip,)  in  order  that  the  houfe 
might  have  full  and  particular  evi¬ 
dence  of  all  the  fads  bearing  on 
the  cafe,  as  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition  had  been  attributed  to 
the  hate  of  the  winds  and  currents  ; 
but  Mr.  Yorke  expreflfed  great  un~ 
wtlli-ngnefs  to  have  thefe  papers 
laid  on  the  table  ;  becaufe  he  did 
not  think  it  right  to  inftitute  in¬ 
quiries  into  the  conduct  of  military 
and  naval  commanders,  in  that 
houfe,  in  the  flrit  inftance.  If 
there  were  grounds  for  a  charge  of 
neglect  of  duty  in  any  cafe,  he 
faid,  the  proper  courfe  was  to  re- 
prefent  the  matter  to  the  admi¬ 
ralty;  and  if  the  charge  appeared 
juftly  founded,  it  would  be  brought 
to  trial  before  the  proper  tribunal, 
a  court  martial.  After  fome  fur¬ 
ther  eonverfation,  colonel  Wood 
was  induced  to  withdraw  his  mo¬ 
tion.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Taylor 
brought  forward  fome  refolutions, 
that  tended  to  exprefs  a  fenfe 
which  the  houfe  entertained  of  the 
difgrace,  that  the  unfortunate  re- 
fult  of  the  expeditions  reflected  on 
the  honour  and  character  of  his 
majefty  ’s  arms.  On  ivsoccafion, 
Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  declared, 
that  the  right  or  interference  be- 
tween  Rffilia  and  Turkey  which 

J 

Great  Britain  polfeffed,  was  indif- 
pucable  •  for  both  the  treaty  of 
1799,  and  that  which  followed  the 
peace  of  Jaflfy,  had  for  their  object 
to  conned;  in  one  bond  of  union  tha 
three  countries.  By  the  conven¬ 
tion  entered  into  on  the  2 ill  of 
.March  x8co,  the  paflage  of  the 
Bcfphorus,  with  troops  and  mili- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [49 


tary  (tores,  was  reciprocally  fe- 
cured  to  each  power.  When,  there¬ 
fore,  this  convention  was  violated 
on  the  part  of  the  Ottoman  porte, 
it  was  not  neceflary  to  point  out 
the  policy  which  induced  the  Bri- 
tifli  government  to  maintain  the 
rights  of  Ruffia  fo  unjuftly  at¬ 
tacked.  In  doing  fo,  the  late 
adminidration  had  only  followed 
up  the  line  of  conduct  purfued  for 
a  long  courfe  of  years  by  their  pre- 
decefiors,  who  had  thought,  that 
it  was  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
to  fupport  and  extend  her  connexion 
with  Ruffia.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  then  proceeded  to  (hew, 
that  Mr.  Arbuthnot  had  written 
to  lord  Collingwood  and  lord 
Howick,  dating  how  defirable  it 
was  to  fend  a  force  to  the  Dar¬ 
danelles,  to  fupport  his  negotiation 
with  the  divan.  Sir  Thomas  Louis 
had  in  confequence  been  difpatched 
With  three  fail  of  the  line  by  lord 
Collingwood,  and  the  intelligence 
of  that  circumdance  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  this  country,  at  the  time 
when  his  majedy’s  late  miniders 
were  confidering  the  propriety  of 
fending  a  naval  armamect  to  that 
quarter.  They  indantly  approved 
of  what  had  been  done  by  the  gal¬ 
lant  admiral,  and  meafures  were 
taken  for  fending  a  larger  force 
on  the  fervice.  Some  comments 
had  been  made  on  the  nature  of 
that  force  ;  but  the  houfe  would 
judge  of  its  fufficiency  from  the 
datement  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  Porte  to  with¬ 
draw  its  deet  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  naval 
men  with  whom  he  had  converfed  on 
the  fubjed,  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  inpading  the  Dardanelles. 
He  afked,  therefore,  as  this  was 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Se 


a  new  expedition,  what  could  the 
government  do  but  colled  all  the 
information  they  could  from  pro- 
feffional  perfons,  upon  which  they 
might  ad  ?  It  was  expeded,  too, 
that  affidance  would  have  been  af¬ 
forded  by  the  Ruffian  deet,  and 
that  fuch  expedation  was  not  ill- 
founded,  was  clear  from  the  event 
of  eight  fail  of  the  line  of  that  deet 
having  joined  admiral  Duckworth, 
four  days  after  he  had  re-pafled 
the  Dardanelles,  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  co-operating  againd 
the  Turks.  As  to  the  delay  that 
had  been  charged  on  the  late  go¬ 
vernment  in  fending  out  a  force, 
that  was  not  imputable  to  the 
councils  of  his  majedy’s  miniders. 
On  the  9th  of  November  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  information  which  led 
them  to  difpateh  that  fquadron, 
and  on  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month, 
fix  fail  of  the  line  were  completely 
equipped  for  the  reinforcement  of 
lord  Collingwood’s  fleet,  though 
unfortunately,  from  the  date  of 
the  weather,  they  could  not  fail 
for  fix  weeks.  No  troops  had 
accompanied  the  expedition,  be¬ 
en  ufe  no  neceffi  ty  had  been  dated 
for  them  in  paffing  the  Darda¬ 
nelles,  nor  could  they  have  e deeded 
any  ufeful  operation  againd  two 
hundred  thoufand  men  coileded  in 
Condantinople  to  march  againd 
the  Pvuffians.  Mr.  Grenville  af- 
ferted  that  the  capture  of  Alex¬ 
andria  was  an  ad  of  effedual  war¬ 
fare  ;  becaufe  the  objed  of  the 
former  miniders  was  to  fecure  that 
city,  aridconfequently  Egypt,  from 
fallingagain  into  the  hands  of  the 
French  ;  and  to  afford  protedion 
and  encouragement  to  any  party 
there  might  be  in  the  country,  fa¬ 
vourably  difpofed  to  the  Britifh. 
intereds.  Thofe  miniders  had 

UES.  [D] 


never 


?NUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


never  intended  to  achieve  the  con- 
queft  of  Egypt,  and  the  planners 
of  that  fuccefsful  expedition  could 
not  be  blamed  for  the  unfortunate 
attack  on  Rofetta,  the  pofleffion  of 
which  was  by  no  means  indifpen- 
fable,  in  order  to  enfure  a  regular 
fupply  of  pro vi lions  to  Alexan¬ 
dria.  If  blame  were  imputable 
to  any  perfons,  it  was  to  the  pre- 
fent  fervants  of  the  crown,  who 
had  given  up  Alexandria  at  a  time 
when  they  were  endeavouring  to 
open  an  intercourfe  with  the  Porte, 
in  which  the  evacuation  of  that 
city  might  have  been  looked  upon 
as  a  conceffion  to  influence  the 
Forte  in  our  favour. 

Mr.  Canning  replied,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had 
juftified  the  principle  of  an  armed 
mediation  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte,  upon  the  ground  of  fubfift- 
ing  treaties,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  triple  alliance ;  but  a  reference 
to  the  treaty  itfelf,  would  fhow 
that  his  argument  could  not  be 
fukained.  The  treaty  of  triple 
alliance  had  been  concluded  in 
1 799,  and  related  to  the  exifting 
circumftances  of  the  contraHing 
parties,  all  equally  at  wrar  with 
France  at  that  period.  The  treaty 
was  to  be  in  force  for  eight  years 
only,  after  which  it  was  to  under- 
go  a  revifion,  and  fuch  alterations 
as  the  refpeftive  pofitions  of  the 
different  countries  might  render 
expedient.  Could  it  be  afferted 
that  a  treaty  negotiated  with  a 
view  to  exifting  hoftiiities  in 
which  all  the  parties  were  engaged, 
and  followed,  not  by  a  joint 
peace,  but  by  feparate  pacifica¬ 
tions  of  each  of  thefe  parties, 
muft  neceffarily  furvive  ?  it  had 
been  maintained,  that  the  refufal  of 
the  paffage  of  the  Dardanelles  to 


the  Ruffians  had  given  to  this 
country  a  right  to  affume  an  armed 
mediation ;  but  as  the  right  of 
paffage  was  given  by  a  fubfequent 
convention,  to  which  this  country 
was  not  a  party,  we  had  no  right, 
in  virtue  of  an  anterior  treaty,  t a 
infill  upon  the  fulfilment  of  that 
convention  ;  at  leaft  no  writer  on 
the  law  of  nations  that  he  had 
ever  read,  had  laid  down  fuch  a 
doclrine.  He  admitted  that  the  late 
minifters  had  fhown  a  difpoiition 
to  conciliate  Ruffia  5  but  they  had 
gone  great  lengths  to  diredl  an 
armed  interference  to  defeat  the 
afcendancy  of  French  councils  at 
the  Porte.  The  attack  of  Copen¬ 
hagen  was  not  more  decifive  in 
principle  than  the  meafure  to 
which  he  alluded.  Mr.  Canning 
then  quoted  feveral  paffages  from 
lord  Howick’s  difpatches,  to 
fh@w  that  the  doHrines  which 
they  contained  exaHly  corref- 
ponded  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Danifh  expedition  had 
been  undertaken.  It  had  been 
Hated,  he  faid,  that  the  expedi¬ 
tion  appeared  before  Conftanti- 
nople  purely  for  Ruffian  objects® 
How  were  the  interefts  of  Ruffia 
enforced  by  the  Britifh  comman¬ 
der?  With  the  alternative  of 
giving  up  the  Turkifh  fleet!  If 
the  fleet  had  been  furrendered, 
were  thefe  interefts  to  be  enforced 
too,  and  if  not,  what  would  have 
become  of  our  attention  to  the 
interefts  of  Ruffia  ?  Mr.  Canning 
added,  that  the  force  employed 
was,  however,  totally  inadequate 
for  any  ufeful  purpofe,  and  he  par¬ 
ticularly  blamed  the  late  minilters 
for  not  fending  troops  with  the 
expedition,  as  they  might,  in  his 
opinion,  have  deflroyed  the  caftle 
of  Abydos  by  a  coup  de  main,  and 
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taken  and  held  the  fort  of  Seftos,  in 
which  cafe,  the  retreat  of  the 
fquadron  would  have  been  fecure; 
but  the  trooDS  Were  Pent  to  Alex- 

l 

andria,  to  commit  a  double  breach 
of  alliance 'and  incur  a  double 
failure,  Mr.  Canning  affigned  no 
reafon  why  he  and  his  colleagues 
had  not  augmented  the  Britifh 
garrifon  in  Alexandria  :  he  merely 
obferved  that  the  return  of  the 
troops  from  thence  to  Sicily,  had 
liberated  a  part  of  our  army  in 
that  ifland  ;  and  that  the  portion 
of  it  thus  fet  free  was  brought  to 
Gibraltar,  with  the  intent  of  em¬ 
ploying  it  to  co-operate  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  emigration  of  the 
royal  f  amily  of  Portugal ;  but  that 
this  objed  had  been  happily  effected 
without  the  neceflity  of  making 
life  of  it.  He  concluded  by  pro- 
tefdng  that  he  could  not  fee  what 
practical  effect  could  refult  from  a 
cenfure  on  perfons  who  were  no 
longer  in  his  majefty’s  councils  ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  have  on  the  journals  a  re- 
folution  reflecting  on  the  honour  of 
tire  country.  A  fentiment  in 
which  the  houfe  cordially  con¬ 
curred,  for  it  became  extremely 
impatient  to  difmifs  the  fubjed ; 
fo  that  when  the  honourable  fecre- 
tary  moved,  that  the  other  orders 
of  the  day  fhould  be  read,  the 
queftion  was  carried  without  a  dE 
vifion.  In  fad,  parliament  had 
by  this  time  been  rendered  com¬ 
pletely  weary  of  inveftigating  the 
eaufes  and  confequences  of  expedi¬ 
tions  ;  and  it  mull  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  tedious  debates  on 
that  to  Copenhagen  were  fuflicient 
to  exhauft  all  human  patience.  The 
papers  relative  to  the  million  of 
earl  Saint  Vincent  to  Portugal  in 
the  year  1S06,  had  been  laid  on 
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the  table  of  the  houfe  on  the  15th 
of  February,  at  the  inftance  of 
Mr.  Ahercrombv,  but  no  difeuf- 
flon  enfued  on  them.  Ykofe  pa¬ 
pers  eftablifhed  the  faff,  that  had 
there  really  been  at  that  time,  a 
French  army  coileded  at  Bayonne 
to  invade  Portugal,  the  late  mi- 
niflers  certainly  intended  to  take 
pofleffion  of  the  Portugnefe  fleet  by 
force,  if  lord  Saint  Vincent  and 
his  coadjutors  could  not  prevail  on 
the  court  of  Lilbon  either  to  re¬ 
fill  French  aggreliion,  transfer  the 
feat  of  government  to  the  Brazils, 
ordifpofe  ©f  the  fleet  by  fale  ;  but 
they  alfo  exhibited  the  precife  in¬ 
formation  on  which  his  rnajefty’s 
late  fervants  had  aded,  and  there¬ 
fore  eftablifhed  an  important  dif- 
tindion  between  their  condud  in 
that  affair  and  the  meafures  pur- 
fued  by  their  fucceffors  in  regard 
to  Denmark. 

The  droits  of  the  admiralty 
were  brought  before  the  notice  of 
parliament,  in  confequence  of  a 
queftion  put  to  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  on  the  9th  of  Fe- 
brury,  by  fir  Francis  Burdett,  who 
faid  it  had  been  Hated  in  the  public 
prints,  that  his  majefty  had  grant¬ 
ed  large  fums  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  property  belonging  to  nations 
not  at  war  with  this  country,  to 
feveral  branches  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily.,  and  particularly  to  the  duke 
of  York.  He  wilhed  to  know  if 
the  ftatement  was  corred ;  and  if 
fo,  upon  what  ground  it  was,  that 
his  majeily  could  feize  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  nations  not  at  war  with 
England  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  replied,  that  it  was  true  the 
property  had  been  feized  previoully 
to  his  majefty’s  formal  declaration 
of  war;  but  warhadfince  beende- 
[D  2]  dared. 
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dared*  and  the  queftion  refpeding 
the  property  had  been  referred  to 
the  competent  tribunal  and  con¬ 
demned  .  The  right  of  his  majefty 
therefore,  grounded  on  fuch  deci- 
fion,  was  incontrovertible.  It  was 
equally  true  that  his  majefty  had 
granted  a  certain  furn  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  fuch  property  to  each 
of  the  junior  male  branches  of 
of  the  royal  family,  and  to  the 
duke  of  York  amongft  the  reft. 
On  the  11th,  fir  Francis  Burdett 
moved,  s<  That  there  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  an  account  of  all 
captures  made  at  fea  by  the  naval 
forces  of  this  country,  which  were 
claimed  to  remain,  and  which  did 
remain  at  the  difpofal  of  the  crown 
fince  the  year  1792,  fpecifying 
each  capture  and  its  amount,  with 
the  particular  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  thereof.”  The  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  fubmitted  to 
the  honourable  baronet  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  confining  his  motion  to 
the  total  amount  of  the  captures 
from  the  period  mentioned  by  him, 
and  of  that  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  thofe  captures  which  remained 
undifpofed  of  at  the  p refen t  time. 
If  he  afterwards  fhould  require  an 
account  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
fund  had  been  appropriated,  the 
houfe  would  doubtlefs  expert  fume 
flrong  allegations  before  they 
would  confent  to  his  requeft.  Sir 
Francis  declared  that  he  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  follow  the  line  recom¬ 
mended  ;  for  the  great  objeft  he 
then  had  in  view  was  to  have  the 
amount  before  the  houfe.  Fie  had 
not  as  yet  ftated  any  faffs  of  mif- 
appiication  ;  yet  he  apprehended 
the  houfe  would  not  endure  that  fo 
large  a  fum  fhould  be  at  the  dif¬ 
pofal  of  the  crown,  without  any 
enquiry,  even  though  it  fhould  be 


admitted  that  the  crown  had  the 
legal  right,  of  which,  however, 
confiderable  doubts  were  enter¬ 
tained. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  having  exprefled 
his  approval  of  the  motion,  be- 
caufe  he  was  convinced  the  admi¬ 
ralty  court  ought  to  be  placed  on  a 
new  footing,  the  advocate  general 
obferved  that  the  admiralty  court 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fubjeft 
of  this  motion.  Before  the  houfe 
proceeded  any  further  in  it,  it  was 
proper  that  it  fhould  know  what 
grounds  could  be  made  out  for  the 
inquiry.  The  captured  property 
came  to  the  king  in  a  double  capa¬ 
city.  That  which  was  feized  be¬ 
fore  the  declaration  of  war  belong¬ 
ed  to  him  jure  corona; .  That 
which  was  captured  afterwards  was 
his  as  lord  high  admiral,  whofe 
rights  accrued  to  the  crown  when 
the  office  was  put  into  commiffion. 
But  it  was  the  cuftom  to  give  up 
what  part  belonged  to  him  in  this 
capacity,  or  after  the  ifluing  of 
reprifals,  to  the  captors.  Another 
fpecies  of  property  was  that  which 
was  captured  in  port,  or  by  fuch 
as  were  not  licenfed  captors.  This 
was  properly  the  droits  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  belonging  to  the  king 
in  virtue  of  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral.  In  1795,  when  the 
French  made  an  irruption  into 
Holland,  encouragement  was  held 
out  to  the  inhabitants  to  remove 
to  a  neutral  country,  and  if  they 
did  fo,  the  property  detained  on 
that  occafion  was  to  be  reftored 
to  them,  but  as  they  had  not  done 
fo,  it  was  condemned  to  the  erown, 
as  taken  before  reprifals  were  if- 
fued.  The  Spanifh  property  feized 
before  reprifals  in  179 6,  was  alfo 
condemned  as  the  droits  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
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the  war  in  May  1803,  hokilities 
were  not  commenced  againft  Hol¬ 
land  till  the  1 6 rh  of  the  following 
June.  Dutch  property  was,  how¬ 
ever,  detained  in  the  mean  time, 
and  afterwards  condemned  as  prize 
to  the  crown.  Spanifh,  Pruffian, 
and  Danifh  property  was  con¬ 
demned  underfimilar  circumkances, 
the  captors  having  no  claim  ;  and 
in  cafe  of  a  convention  to  rekore 
it  at  the  end  of  the  war,  the  crown 
would  be  bound  to  do  fo.  But  no 
convention  of  that  fort  exiked, 
and  confequently  the  property  re¬ 
mained  at  the  difpofal  of  the  crown. 
Then  how  was  it  applied?  A 
moiety,  or  perhaps  two-thirds 
were  granted  as  a  reward  to  the 
captors.  Another  part,  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions,  had  been 
applied  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
date.  Part  had  been  appropriated 
to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  had 
fufFered  by  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  The  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment  had  fequekrated  property  be¬ 
longing  to  this  country,  which,  by 
a  llipulation  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  they  had  engaged  to  re¬ 
kore.  This  was  not  done,  and 
fome  of  the  captured  property  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown,  was  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  furferers. 
Another  part  had  been  granted  to 
captors  who  had  not  been  allowed 
to  adt  under  the  ordinary  difcre- 
tionary  powers ;  and  another  to 
thofe  who  had  fufFered  by  the  in- 
folvency  of  captors.  Thefe  were 
the  different  modes  in  which  this 
property  had  been  difpofed  of.  But 
he  did  not  by  any  means  wifh  to 
keep  out  of  view,  that  a  very 
fmall  part  of  it  had  been  conferred 
by  his  majefty  on  the  younger 
branches  of  his  family.  Was  he 
$he  only  father  in  the  kingdom 
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who  was  not  to  be  allowed  to 
make  grants  out  of  funds,  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  him  by  law,  to  his 
own  children  ?  If  any  thought  fo, 
he  was  not  afhamed  to  fay  that  he 
differed  from  them.  The  houfe 
was  certainly  competent  to  go  into 
the  propofed  inquiry  ;  but  in  his 
opinion,  no  reafon  had  been  aflign- 
ed,  for  the  exercife  of  its  right  on 
this  occafion. 

Mr.  Lufhington  faid,  he  did  not 
quekion  the  right  of  the  crown  to 
this  property  ;  but  he  much  doubt¬ 
ed  the  conkant  propriety  of  its 
application.  One  inkance  to  the 
contrary,  he  could  kate  to  the 
houfe.  An  honourable  member 
(fir  Home  Popham)  whom  he  then 
faw  in  his  place,  had,  in  the  year 
1787,  obtained  leave  of  abfence 
from  the  naval  fervice,  in  which  he 
was  then  a  lieutenant.  He  went 
to  Okend,  and  there  procured  a 
fhip,  the  Etrufco,  bearing  the 
Tufcan  flag,  which  he  freighted 
with  a  cargo  for  the  Eak-Indies, 
where  he  exchanged  his  veffel  for 
an  American  fhip  of  much  greater 
tonnage  than  the  Etrufco,  and 
boldly  conferred  on  the  fhip  which 
he  had  thus  obtained,  the  name  of 
his  former  one,  and  transferred  to 
her  all  the  papers  of  the  fmaller 
veffel!  From  India  he  carried  a 
cargo  in  his  new  veffel  to  Canton  in 
China  and  fold  it.  Having  taken  in 
a  freki  cargo  at  Canton,  of  which  a 
Frenchman  at  that  port  had  a 
kiare,  he  failed  firk  to  Ireland,  and 
from  thence  to  Dungenefs,  where 
he  landed  goods,  or  in  plain  Eng- 
lifh,  fmuggled  them.  Lieutenant 
Bowen  of  the  Brilliant  frigate* 
under  the  command  of  captain  Ro« 
binfon,  feized  the  fhip  in  the 
Okend  Roads,  after  a  perfon  had 
efcaped  on  fhore,  with  part  of  the 
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goods.  This  veffel  was  brought 
to  judgment  in  the  admiralty 
courts.  During  the  proceedings, 
fir  Home  Popham  claimed  his 
fhare  of  the  cargo  and  freight. 
The  (hip  however,  was  condemn¬ 
ed  ;  yet  for  all  the  trouble,  the 
inconvenience,  and  lofs  ol  time,  oc- 
cafioned  in  the  profecution  ol  the 
bufinefs,  captain  Robinfon  did  not 
receive  one  (hilling.  Afterwards, 
neverthelefs,  in  confequence  ot  a 
treafury  warrant,  figned  by  the 
marquis  of  Blandford  and  Mr. 
Long,  founded  upon  a  report  for 
that  purpofe,  reluctantly  fandlkmed 
as  he  underftood,  by  the  advocate 
general,  the  fum  of  25,000!.  was 
redored  to  hr  Home  Popham,  being 
the  amount  of  his  claim,  and  with¬ 
out  deducing  any  of  the  expences 
of  the  procefs.  Thefe  circumftan- 
ces  formed  part  of  the  records  of 
the  admiralty  court.  Mr.  Lufh- 
ington  faid  he  was  glad,  that  adif- 
poiition  appeared  to  examine  the 
fubjeCt  ;  for  in  the  cafe  he  had 
mentioned,  a  large  fum  had  cer¬ 
tainly  been  applied  as  a  reward  for 
a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

Sir  Home  Popham  having  been 
thus  unexpectedly  attacked,  ob- 
ferved  that  if  from  his  anxiety  to 
be  aCtively  employed,  he  had  in  a 
moment  of  irritation,  gone  out  to 
India  under  a  neutral  flag  (a  cir- 
cumftance  which  perhaps  he  now 
regretted),  he  had  only  followed 
the  example  of  many  other  naval 
officers ;  and  he  could  not  help 
thinking  it  ft  range,  that  after  the 
lapfe  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
be  fliould  thus  be  Angled  out  for 
peculiar  animadverflon.  While  he 
was  in  India,  he  had  rendered  con- 
fiderable  fervices  to  the  company, 
and  lord  Cornwallis,  the  governor 


general,  and  the  council,  had  re¬ 
commended  him  drongly  to  the 
court  of  directors,  dating  that  he 
had  defer  ved  an  application  from 
them  to  the  admiralty  for  his  pro¬ 
motion.  He  had  befldes  received 
acknowledgments  and  prefents  for 
his  fervices.  He  truded  that  in  no 
action  of  his,  he  had  at  any  time 
violated  the  laws  of  his  country, 
without  having  done  fomething 
which  more  than  compenfatcd  for 
the  injury  fuftained. 

The  advocate  general  explained 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  property  im¬ 
mediately  in  quedionwas  not  con¬ 
demned  to  the  crown  as  droits  of 
the  admiralty  ;  but  came  to  it  by 
a  forfeiture,  which  on  good  grounds 
might  juftly  be  remitted.  The 
fad  was  thafflr  Home  Popham,  on 
obtaining  leave  of  abfence,  had 
gone  toOdend  and  failed  from  that 
port  under  a  foreign  flag  to  Indiac 
If  he  were  redrained  as  a  Britiih 
fubjedl  from  doing  fo  by  the  law 
of  his  country,  unquedionably  his 
cOnduCt  was  a  violation  of  it.  But 
it  was  perfeCUy  well  known  to  the 
Indian  government  that  he  was 
there,  and  it  was  the  policy  at 
that  time  to  encourage  exportation 
from  India  in  foreign  veflels.  From 
India  he  had  failed  to  China,  and 
had  taken  in  a  cargo  of  tea  with¬ 
out  any  licence  from  the  India 
company,  which  rendered  the 
tranfaCtion  a  breach  of  the  law, 
and  as  fuch  the  freight  was  liable 
to  forfeiture.  His  fhip  and  part 
of  the  lading  were  taken  and  con¬ 
demned  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
tors  ;  but  that  part  of  the  cargo 
which  belonged  to  the  honourable 
captain  became  veded  in  the  king. 
Under  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  and  confidering  that  what¬ 
ever  offence  bad  been  committed, 

was 
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vms  againft  the  Eaft  India  compa¬ 
ny,  who  had  by  implication  par. 
cloned  it,  he  (the  advocate  gene¬ 
ral)  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
a  fit  forfeiture  for  the  crown  to 
take  advantage  of,  and  therefore 
he  had  advifed  the  remiffion  oi  it, 
which  accordingly  took  place. 

Mr.  Sheridan  argued,  that  if  the 
droits  were  originally  his  majef- 
ty’s  undoubted  right,  ftill  in  the 
progrefs  of  many  wars,  they 
might  have  amounted  to  fuch  a 
fum,  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
revife  the  right,  and  to  afcertain 
whether  or  not  it  was  fafe  to  truft 
the  difpofal  of  fo  much  money  out 
pf  the  controul  of  parliament.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  remarked  that 
from  the  unexpected  turn  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  and  the  dif- 
clofure  of  fo  extravagant  and  fla¬ 
grant  a  mifapplication  of  a  certain 
part  of  the  money  ariflng  from 
the  proceeds,  he  thought  his  duty 
required  him  to  perflft  in  his  mo¬ 
tion  as  it  wms  firft  introduced  ; 
but  Mr.  Hufkiifon  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  following  effeCt, 
(t  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
houfe  an  account  of  the  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  paid  into  the  regiftry  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  or  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver  general  of  drpits,  of  all 
property  condemned  to  his  majefty 
as  droits,  either  in  right  of  his 
crown  or  in  right  of  the  office  of 
lord  high  admiral,  flnce  the  ift  of 
January  1793,  and  of  the  balance 
pow  remaining  therein/ *  This 
amendment  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Adam,  becaufe  he  thought  it  would 
more  completely  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  intended  by  fir  Francis  Bur¬ 
dett  than  his  own  motion.  Mr. 
Adam  ftill  concurred  with  Mr. 
Sheridan  in  the  opinion,  that  thefe 
funds  appeared  too  great  to  be 


1 

pofiefled  by  any  one,  without 
being  fubje&ed  to  the  controul  of 
parliament  ;  efpeeially  if  i:  could 
be  fhown  that  there  had  been  any 
inftances  of  mifapplication  of  the 
money  ariflng  rom  them..  The 
houfe  having  divided,  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  25. 

No  further  proceedings  occurred 
refpeffing  thefe  droits,  though  the 
account  of  them  was  of  courfe 
produced ;  but  Mr.  Luftiingtpn 
brought  the  cafe  of  ftr  Home  Pop- 
ham  again  before  the  houfe  on  the 
31ft  of  May,  and  clearly  proved 
that  iir  Home  had  been  guilty  of 
exerciflng  illegal  traffic.  The 
honourable  member,  however,  fail¬ 
ed  in  clearly  eftablifhing  the  charge 
of  fmuggling  goods  into  Dunge- 
nefs.  On  this  point,  flr  Home 
Popham  afferted,  that  for  fleering 
his  veflel,  on  her  voyage  to  Of- 
tend,  through  a  tremendous  fea  off 
Haftings,  he  had  merely  given  a 
Suflfex  pilot,  at  his  particular  re- 
queft,  four  chefts  of  tea.  It  ap¬ 
peared  alfo  that  Mr.  Lufhington 
was  erroneous  in  affirming,  that  the 
fum  of  25,000b  was  reftored  to 
captain  Popham,  without  any  de¬ 
duction  for  the  cofts  of  the  pro-, 
cefs ;  for  the  fum  remitted  to 
him  by  the  treafury  warrant 
(25,9591.  9s.  7d.)  had  a  lien  upon 
it  amounting  to  6,oool.  for  cap¬ 
tain  Robinfon’s  expences.  Mr, 
Lufhington,  on  this  occafion,  moved 
refblutions  animadvertingin  ftrong, 
but  juft  terms  on  the  conduCt  of 
fir  Home  Popham,  ar.d  touching 
qn  the  impropriety  of  the  grant 
to  him  ;  but  they  were  refilled  by 
Mr.  Long,  the  advocate  general, 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  chiefly  on  the  grounds  that  it 
was  to  be  inferred,  either  that  thp 

govern. 
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government  of  India  thought  they 
had  fuftained  no  injury  by  the  in¬ 
fraction  of  the  law,  or  that  it  was 
counterbalanced  by  the  fer vices 
rendered  t©  the  company  by  the 
honourable  captain  ;  and  that  hr 
Home  had  expiated  his  offence  by 
his  fubfequent  fe^vices  to  the  coun¬ 


try,  particularly  in  Flanders, 
where,  on  the  relief  of  Tournay 
and  Ghent,  he  had  contributed  to 
fave  much  public  property,  and 
alfo  to  facilitate  the  retreat  of  the 
Englifh  army.  The  refolutions 
were  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
126  to  57. 


CHAP.  IV, 


Converfatkn  in  the  houfe  of  peers  on  the  orders  in  council  1  Singular  declaration 
of  lord  Auckland  refpediing  them ,  Debate  in  the  lower  houfe  on  the 

motion  of  Mr.  Perceval  for  referring  the  orders  to  a  committee  of  'ways 
and  means ,  'with  a  view  of  en aiding  certain  duties  to  be  paid  by  neutrals: 
Speeches  of  lord  Henry  Petty ,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  doctor  Lau, 
rence ,  the  mafter  of  the  rolls,  Mr.  Windham,  fr  Arthur  Piggott,  and  Mr* 
Eden:  Mr.  Perceval's  refolutions  agreed  to.  Lord  Auckland  moves  that 
the  houfe  of  peers  Jhould  refolve  if  elf  into  a  committee  to  confder  the  orders  1 
Sentiments  of  his  lordjhip ,  of  earl  Bathurfl ,  of  the  lords  Erfkine ,  Gren¬ 
ville,  Hawkefbury ,  and  of  the  lord  chancellor,  on  the  motion ,  which  is 
loft .  Debate  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  order  in  council  bill  in  the  houfe 
of  commons:  The  meafure  is  fupponed  by  the  advocate  general  a?id  lord 
Cajilereagh ,  and  cenfured  by  earl  Temple  and  lord  Henry  Petty:  The 
queffion  carried .  Remarks  of  Mr.  Whitbread  on  the  principle  of  prevent* 
iug  the  exportation  of  Jefuits*  bark:  They  are  anfwered  by  Mr*  Perceval: 
Comments  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  the  fame  fubjedi.  The  order  in  council 
hill  paffed  by  the  commons,  and  afterwards  by  the  lords  ;  but  a  proteftagainfl 
it  entered  on  their  loidfhips *  journals ,  Jigned  by  the  marquis  of  Bucking - 
ham ,  the  earls  of  Bf borough  >  Moira,  Lauderdale,  Darnley ,  Effex,  and 
Jerfey,  earl  Grey ,  and  the  lords  Grenville,  Saint  John ,  Erfkine,  Ponfonby, 
Holland,  and  Auckland:  Judicious  opinion  of  lord  Grenville  on  granting 
commercial  licences :  Account  of  the  feveral  petitions  againft  the  bill.  The 
bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Jefuits s  bark  oppofed  in  both  houfes, 
but  pafj}d  without  any  confderable  debates.  Mr,  Horner  s  motion  on  com - 
mercial  licences ,  and  the  fees  paid  thereon :  His  fpeech  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Rofe  and  the  advocate  general:  The  motion  poftponed,  and  not  renewed  du~ 
ring  the  fffion. 


PARLIAMENT  was  much  oc¬ 
cupied  during  the  early  part 
of  the  feffion,  in  confidering  the 
juft  ice  and  policy  of  the  orders  in 
council.  A  converfation  occurred 
on  the  merit  of  thefe  documents  in 
the  houfe  of  peers  on  the  27  th  of 
January,  when  lord  Hawkefbury 


laid  them  on  the  table  of  their 
lordfhips ;  but  it  was  rendered  re¬ 
markable  only  by  the  fmgular 
avowal  made  by  lord  Auckland, 
who  declared,  that  he  had  given 
the  fubjeft  a  great  deal  of  atten¬ 
tion,  he  had  bellowed  much  time 
upon  it,  and  called  to  his  affiftance 
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perfons  experienced  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  department  to  which 
thefe  orders  referred  ;  yet  he  pro- 
feffed  to  God,  that  he  was  hill 
totally  unable  to  afeertain  their 
nature  or  drift,  much  more  fo  to  di¬ 
vine  the  remoteft  poflibility  of  in- 
tereft  or  advantage  likely  to  accrue 
to  this  country  from  their  adop¬ 
tion. 

As  certain  duties  to  the  Britifh 
government  were  directed  to  be 
paid  by  neutrals  in  various  cafes  by 
the  orders  in  council,  on  the  ^th 
of  February,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  moved  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  Ihould  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
and  that  thefe  orders  Ihould  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  it.  On  this  occafton, 
lord  Henry  Petty  contended,  that 
there  were  confiderable  doubts  of 
the  legality  of  thefe  proceedings. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  lord  Eldon, 
expreffed  on  an  appeal  in  the  laft 
war,  that  orders  in  council  were 
nothing  bat  a  definition  of  what 
was  at  that  time  held  to  be  the 
law  of  nations.  Therefore,  a  fair 
matter  of  inquiry  now  arofe,  how 
far  the  provisions  of  the  orders  in 
council,  before  the  houfe,  were 
confiftent  with  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  law  of  the  land.  It  was 
not  confiftent  with  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  to  feize  the  fhips  of  neutrals, 
nor  could  a  mere  principle  of  reta¬ 
liation  juftify  fuch  a  feizure.  The 
order  in  council  of  the  7th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  laft  year,  was  in  retaliation 
for  a  decree  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  That  decree  confifted  of 
two  parts,  one  of  which  went  to 
prevent  the  confumption  or  admif- 
fion  of  Englifh  goods,  and  the 
other  to  place  the  Britifh  iflands 
in  a  ftate  of  blockade  :  this  laft  was 
indeed  a  vain  boaft :  it  was  incapable 


of  execution,  and  no  attempt  had 
ever  been  made  to  execute  it.  He 
underftood  it  to  be  a  doftrine  held 
by  the  belt  writers  on  jurifpru- 
dence,  that  when  a  principle  was 
laid  down  and  not  yfted  upon,  as 
to  all  practical  efFeft,  it  ought  to 
be  conftdered  as  null  and  void.  He 
wifhed  to  know,  therefore,  whe¬ 
ther  Buonaparte’s  declaration  had 
been  fupported  by  any  aft  between 
the  time  it  was  iflued  and  the  nth 
of  November,  the  date  of  the  or¬ 
ders  in  council ;  and  in  particu¬ 
lar,  whether  its  influence  had  ever 
been  extended  to  America,  the 
power  which  was  more  imme¬ 
diately  affefted  both  by  his  de¬ 
cree,  and  the  meafures  by  which 
it  had  been  combated  on  the  part 
of  this  country  ?  As  far  as  his 
intelligence  went,  it  had  never 
been  afted  on;  and  general  Arni- 
ftrong,  the  American  minifter  at 
Paris,  had  received  an  aflurance 
that  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  French  government  to  apply  it 
to  American  fhips.  If  he  were 
rightly  informed,  the  decree  had 
never  been  executed  but  in  as  far 
related  to  the  interior  of  France, 
and  thofe  countries  immediately 
under  her  controul.  In  looking 
into  the  orders,  he  found  that  nem 
trals  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 
re-export  particular  commodities, 
none  of  which  were  contraband  of 
war,  without  a  licence,  which  li¬ 
cence  was  to  be  granted  by  minif- 
ters,  and  paid  for  of  courfe;  and 
what  was  a  more  extraordinary 
regulation  ftill,  that  every  fhip 
carrying  a  certificate  that  the  car-? 
go  was  not  Britifh  produce  or  ran- 
nufafture,  though  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  there  could  be  no 
objeftion  either  to  the  cargo,  or 
the  place  of  her  deftination,  was 

to 
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to  be  feized  and  brought  into  an 
Englifh  port.  The  government  of 
Fra  nee  had  decreed  that  every  fiiip 
coming  into  a  French  port  fnouid 
bring  a  certificate,  attefting  that 
her  cargo  was  not  the  produce  of 
the  Britifh  foil  or  of  Britifh  induf- 
try  :  and  what  was  our  meafu re  of 
retaliation?  One  would  expert 
that  no  (hip  mould  enter  a  Britifh 
port  without  a  certificate  that  her 
cargo  was  not  French  produce  or 
manufacture.  Inftead  of  this, 
however,  minxfters  had  declared 
every  fnip  carrying  fa ch  a  certifi¬ 
cate  liable  to  capture;  and  they  term¬ 
ed  this  meafure  retaliation  !  The 
rule  thus  eftablifhed  was  not  only 
contrary  to  many  old  exifting  fta- 
tutes,  but  incompatible  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution.  It  was 
part  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed 
that  he  fhould  have  free  accefs  to 
ftrangers,  and  the  better  to  fee  ere 
this  privilege,  that  they  alfo 
fhould  have  free  accefs  to  him. 
One  of  the  exprefs  pro vi lions  of 
magna  charta  declared  that  mer¬ 
chants  fhould  not  be  qbftruded  on 
the  high  feas  ;  and  fir  Edward 
Coke,  in  his  commentary  on  this 
claufe,  exprefsly  ftated  that  if 
their  entry  into  our  ports  was  not 
prohibited  by  ad  of  parliament, 
it  was  unconftitutional  to  prevent 
them  from  entering.  Lord  Hale 
had  alfo  obferved,  that  feveral  ads 
of  parliament  having  made  it  law¬ 
ful  for  foreigners  to  bring  their 
ihips  and  goods  into  the  ports  of 
this  country,  unlefs  an  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  fhould  afterwards  be  made 
to  (but  them  out,  no  other  power 
in  the  country  could  do  it ;  and 
having,  under  fuch  fandion  and 
authority,  entered  into  the  ports  of 
this  kingdom,  no  power  exifted  in 
it  to  prevent  their  going  out  of 


them  again,  but  an  ad  of  parlia« 
ment.  In  the  p refen t  meafures,  the- 
privy  council  had  firft  committed 
an  ad  which  nothing  but  parlia¬ 
ment  ought  to  have  done,  and  then 
by  licence,  they  had  given  a  power 
to  difpenfe  with  that  which  their 
own  order  was  meant  to  effed.  It 
was  extremely  improper  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  like  that  before 
the  houfe,  tiil  his  majefty’s  minif- 
ters  had  obtained  a  bill  of  indem¬ 
nity,  and  till  the  orders  in  council 
had  themfelves  been  fandioned. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied,  that  the  meafures  now  in 
force  were  fuggefted  by  the  pro. 
priety  of  retaliating  the  aggrelilons 
of  the  enemy,  and  had  been  car¬ 
ried  into  execution  by  virtue  of 
the  king’s  prerogative  of  war ; 
and  therefore  whatever  right  there 
was  to  effed  what  had  been  done, 
that  right  might  be  as  fairly  exer- 
cifecl  by  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  the  nation  being  at  war, 
as  enforced  by  the  legifiative  au¬ 
thority.  The  noble  lord  had  ftated, 
that  a  declaration  of  blockade,  if 
not  followed  up  by  ads  to  give 
validity  to  it,  was  of  no  force  in 
law.  That  might  be  the  cafe  with 
refped  to  a  fingle  port ;  but  when 
a  whole  country  was  declared  in  a 
ftate  of  blockade,  the  inability  to. 
enfure  that  blockade  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent,  proved  that  the  declaration 
was  intended  to  lay  a  ground  for 
infliding  the  confequent  penalties* 
Not  a  ftep  had  been  taken  on  our 
part  to  counterad  this  principle, 
till  it  was  enforced  by  the  enemy. 
It  was  too  much  to  contend,  that 
unlefs  the  decree  for  blockading  the 
Britifh  ifiands  was  fupported  by  a 
blockading  force  encircling  them, 
fo  as  to  make  the  approach  to  any 
port  of  them  hazardous,  it  was 

not 
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pot  to  be  regarded  as  efreflive® 
France  afl'erted  that  we  put  ports 
in  a  date  of  blockade  without  a 
blockading  force,  and  a  {Turning  the 
right  of  oppofmg  an  enemy  with 
every  art  and  every  weapon  he 
ufed,  publifhed  the  blockade  of 
the  whole  Eritifn  idand§.  What 
was  to  be  inferred  from  this,  but 
that,  without  fhips  to  render  the 
approach  to  our  coads  hazardous, 
the  enemy  would  affume  the  right 
to  detain  veflfels  approaching  them, 
whenever  he  could  catch  them  ?  It 
had  been  obferved,  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  "execution  of  Buonaparte’s  de¬ 
cree  in  France  was  all  that  was 
purpofed  ;  but  the  find:  news  of  the 
publication  of  the  decree  at  Ber¬ 
lin  reached  this  country  with  an 
account  of  its  having  been  rigor- 
pufiy  enforced  at  Hamburgh.  Bou- 
rienue,  the  French  minider  at  that 
city,  dated  that  all  who  carried  on 
trade  with  England  fupported  Eng- 
land,  and  therefore  that  the  French 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  take 
poffedion  of  Hamburgh.  Was  this 
conduct:  confining  the  operations  of 
the  decree  to  French  territory  ?  In 
what  manner  did  Buonaparte  him- 
felf  explain  the  decree  in  anfwer 
to  the  remonffrance  from  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Hamburgh,  who  repre- 
fented  that  a  great  part  of  the 
goods  feized  actually  belonged  to 
them,  and  that  the  meafures  which 
be  was  purfuing  were  pregnant  with 
greater  ruin  to  himfelf  than  his 
enemy  ?  “  To  dedroy  the  com¬ 

merce  of  the  vile  Englifh,”  faid 
be,  in  every  poffible  way  is  my 
objeCL  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
do  fo  ;  I  wifh  to  ruin  Hamburgh  ; 
for  that  would  promote  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Erglifh  commerce. ” 
The  conftruftion  put  upon  this  de¬ 
cree  by  other  countries,  by  Spain 
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for  indance,  fufficiently  proved  that 
no  doubt  was  entertained  by  them 
on  the  fubjeCt.  But  it  was  argued 
that  the  whole  of  the  reafoning 
deduced  from  thefe  facts  was  an¬ 
nulled  by  the  anfwer  given  to  ge¬ 
neral  Armdrong  by  the  French 
minider  Deeres  ;  yet  M.  Deeres 
had  merely  given  his  own  unau- 
thorifed  opinion  on  the  point,  and, 
for  farther  fatisfaftion,  referred  ge¬ 
neral  Armdrong  to  the  minider  of 
foreign  affairs.  Mr.  Perceval  main¬ 
tained,  that  we  hada  complete  right 
to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  his  own 
meafures  ;  and  if  he  declared  we 
fnouid  have  no  trade,  we  were  en¬ 
titled  to  declare  that  he  fhould 
have  none.  With  refpeid  to  the 
nature  of  the  retaliation,  was  it 
to  be  exaCUy  confined  to  the  courfe 
purfued  by  the  enemy  ?  If  the 
principle  of  right  to  retaliate  be 
admitted,  it  mud  alfo  be  admitted 
that  we  had  a  right  to  chufe  our 
mode  of  retaliation ;  otherwife  in 
many  indances  retaliation  would 
only  caufe  the  dedru&ion  of  the 
power  retaliating.  The  aflertion 
was  unfounded,  that  though  we 
bad  a  .  right  to  injure  the  enemy, 
we  had  no  right  to  do  fo  by  means 
that  would  be  prejudicial  to  neu¬ 
trals.  The  condudl  of  the  laft 
adminid ration  in  blocking  up  a 
whole  river,  one  fide  of  which 
was  occupied  by  neutral  powers, 
proved  that  they  had  admitted  this 
affertion  to  be  unfounded.  The 
arguments  which  had  been  ufed, 
bore  as  ftrongly  againd  the  order 
of  the  late  adminidration  as  againd 
the  orders  of  the  prefent.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  we  fhould  have 
waited  to  fee  the  effect  of  the 
French  decree  on  neutral  powers; 
or  whether  France  intended  to  put 
it  in  force.  The  late  minifters  had 
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nor  done  fo.  Denmark  had  re¬ 
monstrated  again  ft  the  order  of  the 
feventh  of  January  as  injurious  to 
her  trade,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  fay 
file  would  refill  it.  In  the  fpeech 
of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  defcribed  as  a  grofs 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 
If  therefore  the  gentlemen  oppo-' 
fite  did  not  abandon  their  own 
principles,  or  fay  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  put  in  force  the  meafure 
which  they  had  promulgated,  they 
ought  not  to  accufe  his  majefty’s 
prefent  minifters  of  precipitation. 
It  had  been  maintained  that  the 
orders  were  illegal  and  a  violation 
of  magna  charta.  If  however  his 
majefty’s  fervants  had  adled  ille¬ 
gally,  their  predeceffors  were  equal¬ 
ly  guilty.  But  the  fa£l  was,  that 
the  ftatutes  of  the  realm  had  been 
violated  by  neither  party  ;  for  they 
related  to  a  ftate  of  peace,  and  not 
of  war.  As  to  the  policy  of  the 
orders,  what  was  the  ftate  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  trade  ?  Previoufly  to  the 
iffuing  of  the  orders  in  council, 
France  enjoyed,  by  the  afliftance 
of  neutrals,  as  great  advantages  of 
trade  as  we  poffeffed  with  our  tri¬ 
umphant  navy.  Our  navy,  indeed, 
as  belligerent  was  rendered  ufelefs 
by  neutral  Chips  carrying  to  France 
all  that  it  was  important  for  her  to 
obtain*  This  had  been  the  cafe 
for  fo  long  a  period,  that  even 
prior  to  the  decree  of  the  21ft  of 
November,  it  might  have  been  a 
matter  of  enquiry,  whether  this 
country  ought  not  to  have  reforted 
to  the  meafure  of  17  56;  but  lurely 
after  the  decree  of  the  21ft  of  No¬ 
vember  was  iffued,  a  much  ftronger 
proceeding  was  neceffary ;  other- 
wife  French  property  conveyed  in 
neutral  bottoms  would  have  been 


fafe,  and  Britifh  property  in  dan* 
ger.  It  had  been  declared,  that 
the  French  decree  was  a  dead  letter, 
and  that  it  was  eafily  evaded.  He 
was  well  aware  that  the  certificates 
of  origin  gave  opportunities,  by 
the  affiftance  of  forgery  and  per¬ 
jury,  for  the  introduction  of  our 
goods  into  the  continent.  Such 
practices,  however,  were  not  to  be 
encouraged;  and  fo  far  from  its 
being  a  dead  letter,  France  was, 
from  time  to  time,  fupplied  with 
new  proyifipns  for  the  deficiencies 
of  the  decree.  'The  different  coafts 
had  been  lined  with  troops,  and 
other  means  of  improvement  re¬ 
curred  to.  Amongft  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  againft  the 
orders  in  council,  it  had  been  con-? 
tended  that  they  were  the  caufe  of 
the  diftrefs  which  our  manufaCIu. 
rers  had  experienced.  It  had  been 
faid,  that  France  had  fhut  the  door 
againft  our  commerce,  and  that  we 
had  bolted  it.  But  every  one  who 
was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  fub,. 
je£l,  muft  know  that  the  preffure 
which  our  manufacturers  fuftained, 
was  antecedent  to  the  promulgation 
of  the  orders,  and  that  it  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  French  decree.  If  we 
entertained  a  hope,  that  the  great 
inconvenience  endured  by  the  con¬ 
tinent  for  want  of  Britifh  manu¬ 
factures  might  produce  a  refiftance 
to  thofe  meafures  of  the  French 
government  by  which  they  were 
excluded,  our  policy  evidently 
was,  by  increafing  that  inconve¬ 
nience,  to  endeavour  to  force  a 
market.  If  France  could  exclude 
our  goods  from  the  continent,  they 
would  have  been  excluded  had  our 
orders  never  appeared.  If  they 
were  excluded,  we  muft  look  to 
the  reft  of  the  world  for  the  trade 
of  which  by  thofe  very  orders  wp 
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had  fecured  a  monopoly.  By  that 
trade  we  muft  endeavour  to  com- 
penfate  ourfelves  for  the  lofs  of 
continental  commerce.  Some  per¬ 
iods  apprehended  that  thefe  orders 
would  produce  a  bad  elFedb  on  our 
relations  with  America,  and  that 
fhe  would  go  to  war  with  us.  He 
hoped  and  trufted  that  no  fuch  con- 
fequence  would  enfue.  He  was  far 
from  entertaining  the  miftaken 
idea,  that  we  might  redeem  our 
own  Ioffes  by  the  fufferings  of 
America.  He  wifhed  to  prevent  a 
war  with  America;  for  although 
the  mifchiefs  of  war  muft  firft  be 
felt  by  her,  they  would  eventually 
be  felt  by  us.  He  thought  it  was 
impoffible  that  the  Americans  could 
look  at  the  orders  in  council,  with¬ 
out  perceiving  in  them  many  in- 
ftances  of  caution  not  to  injure 
their  country.  There  were  various 
exceptions  in  thofe  orders,  which 
fhowed  that  we  were  deftrous  of 
caufing  as  little  inconvenience  as 
poffible  to  America. 

Doddor  Laurence  fpoke  generally 
againft  the  orders.  The  principal 
illegality  of  them  in  his  mind  arofe 
from  the  grofs  abufe  of  the  adt  of 
the  43d  of  his  majefty  ;  which, 
grounded  on  a  precedent  in  the  late 
war,  authorifed  the  admiffion  of 
certain  articles  indifpenfible  to  us, 
diredlly  from  enemies  ports,  which 
articles  were  to  be  fpecified  in  the 
king’s  licence.  The  fpecification 
under  the  laft  orders  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  a  few  articles,  but  com¬ 
prehended  the  whole  book  of  rates, 
and  thereby  fufpended  all  the  navi¬ 
gation  laws,  which  in  the  former 
cafe  were  but  partially  affedbed. 
The  learned  gentleman,  like  lord 
Henry  Petty,  affirmed  that  Buona¬ 
parte’s  decree  of  the  21ft  of  No¬ 
vember,  1S06,  had  never  been 


added  on  as  to  the  blockade  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  added  that  his 
decree  had  been  adopted  in  Spain, 
but  not  executed  in  that  country, 
any  more  than  in  France,  in  any 
way  to  juftify  the  meafures  that 
had  been  reforted  to-  by  this  coun¬ 
try.  As  a  proof  of  his  affertion,  he 
ft  a  ted  the  cafe  of  the  Shepberdefs, 
an  American  veffel,  with  a  cargo 
of  Englifh  raerchandife  on  board, 
which,  after  an  appeal  to  the  admiral¬ 
ty  court  of  Madrid,  had  been  releafed 
from  a  Spaniffi  port.  There  was  no 
juftification  of  the  orders  in  council, 
therefore,  inthecondudboftheenemy. 

The  mailer  of  the  rolls  was  af- 
tonilhed  to  hear  any  one  who  had 
approved  the  order  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  objedd  to  the  or¬ 
ders  under  confideration.  He  had 
never  read  in  any  book  on  the  fub- 
jedd  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
parliament  had  ever  enadded  any 
thing  on  that  law,  or  had  ever 
complained  of  the  king’s  right  to 
declare  war  or  contraband  of  war. 
Municipal  law  could  never  regu¬ 
late  upon  thefe  points.  When  the 
crown  was  intrufted  with  the  power 
ot  making  war,  it  fhould  not  be 
deprived  of  the  means  of  carrying 
it  on  with  vigour  and  efFedb.  The 
queftion  refpedding  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  was  out  of  the  jurifdiddiori 
and  competence  of  parliament.  The 
decree  requiring  certificates  of  ori¬ 
gin  had  been  laid  to  be  a  mere 
municipal  regulation.  He  confi- 
dered  thefe  certificates  of  origin  as 

t  O 

a  prohibition  of  neutrals  from  car¬ 
rying  Britifh  goods,  and  contended 
that  this  was  a  breach  of  the  law 
of  nations ;  and  that  neutrals  by 
thus  admitting  that  France  had  the 
power  of  legiftating  -  for  them, 
made  themfelves  her  inftruments 
againid  us.  Perfons  entertained 
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Grange  notions  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  when  they  fuppofed  that  a 
country  could  not  perform  an  ait 
of  vigour  in  its  own  defence,  with- 
out  violating  the  rule  of  its  con¬ 
duit.  But  this  could  not  be  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  rule,  for  the  cafe  was 
out  of  the  rule.  When  the  enemy 
abandoned  the  rule,  it  was  our 
duty  not  to  be  bound  by  it,  but  to 
inflidl  that  injury  upon  him  which 
he  intended  for  us,  until  we  forced 
him  to  make  peace.  If  France 
could  continue  to  enjoy  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  commerce  through  neu¬ 
trals,  while  we  were  fuffering  every 
injury  that  could  refult  from  her 
decrees,  fhe  would  have  no  motive 
for  peace  ;  and  this  country  would 
foon  be  reduced  to  the  alternative, 
either  of  fubmitting  to  peace  on 
any  terms,  or  of  continuing  the 
war  to  an  endlefs  period.  He 
thought  that  Europe  might  be  made 
to  feel,  that  a  maritime  power  was 
much  lefs  dependent  on  her,  than 
the  continent  was  upon  the  mari¬ 
time  power.  He  would  not  fuffer 
his  country  to  perifh  merely  be- 
caufe  the  meafures,  which  were 
xieceffary  for  its  prefer  ration,  might 
prefs  upon  neutral  commerce,  which 
Buonaparte  had  before  violated. 
There  was  no  contract  without  a 
reciprocal  obligation,  and  if  neu¬ 
trals  did  not  oblige  the  other  party 
to  adhere  to  the  law  of  nations, 
they  could  not  complain  of  us  for 
not  adhering  to  it. 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  that  much 
flrefs  had  been  laid  by  both  fides 
of  the  houfe  on  the  due  obfervance 
of  the  law  of  nations.  It  would 
however  now  appear,  that  though 
the  law  of  nations  might  be  ex¬ 
tremely  valuable,  yet  it  were  ab- 
furd  to  be  bound  by  it,  when  it 
was  found  convenient  and  ufeful  to 


infringe  it.  But  if  that  were  the 
cafe,  of  what  value  could  the  laW 
be  confide  red  ?  Who  could  force 
nations  to  refpedt  it,  when  it 
fhould  appear  contrary  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  nations  ?  The  fame  might 
be  faid  of  moral  law.  By  what 
ties  or  reftraints  would  the  fociety 
of  men  be  then  regulated  and 
bound  ?  The  idea  fet  up  of  reta¬ 
liation  was  abiurd  and  ridiculous* 
If  Buonaparte  enforced  one  of  his 
mad  decrees  at  Hamburgh,  were 
we  therefore  juftifted  in  extending 
the  fame  feverity  to  the  reft  of  the 
world  ?  But  hopes  feemed  fome- 
where  to  be  entertained,  that  thofe' 
meafures  might  produce  moft  dif- 
t rdling  effects  on  the  continent. 
We  might,  it  feems,  be  able  to 
ftarve  the  continent,  and  ftill  be 
not  affebled  ourfelves.  It  was  like- 
wife  infifted,  that  fuch  proceedings 
belonged  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  that  therefore  parlia¬ 
ment  could  have  no  controul  over 
them.  If  that  were  true,  why 
make  them  a  fubjedl  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  difeuftion  ?  Upon  old  princi¬ 
ples,  it  was  impoffible  to  reafon  on 
thefe  new  doctrines.  His  chief 
objedl  was  to  exprefs  his  entire 
difapprobation  of  fuch  doflrines, 
and  to  entreat  minifters  to  re-con- 
ftder  and  revife  their  meafures,  as 
they  muft  own  that  they  were  ex¬ 
tremely  complicated,  and  as  well  as 
the  French  decree  on  which  they 
were  founded,  not  perfeflly  under- 
flood. 

Sir  Arthur  Piggott  and  Mr* 
Eden  recommended  the  houfe  to 
paufe  on  the  fubjedt,  and  reffecSt 
how  ruinous  thefe  orders  might 
prove  to  our  trade.  The  queftioii 
was  then  put  and  carried.  The 
houfe  went  into  a  committee,  in 
which  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer 
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quer  propofed  certain  duties  on 
foreign  produce  exported  from 
England.  The  refolutions  were 
agreed  to  pro  forma ,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  on  a  future 
day. 

On  the  15th  a  debate  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  occurred  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  lord  Auckland,  that  the 
houfe  fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  to  conhder  the  orders  in 
council-  His  lordlliip  gave  a  fuc- 
cind  narrative  of  the  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings.  After  mentioning  the  pro¬ 
mulgations  of  the  different  French 
decrees,  and  the  firft  order  of  coun¬ 
cil,  dated  the  7th  of  January  1807, 
he  hated  that  on  the  17  th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  in  that  year  a  meffage  was 
fent  by  the  prelident  of  the  United 
States  to  the  congrefs,  declaring 
the  fatisfadory  explanation  with 
refped  to  American  veffels,  which 
had  been  given  of  the  French  de¬ 
cree  by  the  government  of  France. 
In  July  a  bill  paffed  their  lord- 
fhips’  houfe  for  continuing  the  ef- 
fed  of  the  provihons  of  the  for¬ 
mer  treaty  with  the  United  States 
without  comment.  On  the  18th 
of  October  Meftrs.  Monro  and 
Pinkney  fent  a  note  to  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning,  which  was  before  the  houfe, 
and  which  purported  that  they 
were  fatisfied  with  the  explanations 
given  concerning  the  decree.  Ne¬ 
ver  thelefs,  on  the  iith  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  orders  were  iffued. 
Lord  Auckland  then  argued  the 
illegality  of  the  orders  on  the 
grounds  already  mentioned,  and 
added  that  they  contained  a  breach 
of  the  llatute  law,  in  the  trade 
which  was  allowed  to  the  iflands 
of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  and  the 
Ifle  of  Man.  In  what  manner  did 
thefe  orders  affed  the  Weft  Indies  ? 


He  thought  that  the  obvious  policy 
would  have  been  to  preclude  neu¬ 
trals  from  trading  in  the  produce 
of  the  enemy's  colonies,  upon  the 
juft  principle  that  a  neutral  had  no 
right  to  a  trade  during  war,  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled  in  peace. 
Minifters  had,  however,  adopted 
a  diredly  contrary  principle,  and 
had  exprefsly  allowed  neutrals  to 
trade  with  the  enemy’s  colonies. 

An  oppofite  policy,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  would  have  tended  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  Weft  India  intereft  from 
the  preffure  which  now  affected  it, 
in  confequence  of  the  fuperabun- 
dance  of  produce  beyond  demand. 

Earl  Bathurft  obferved,  that  the 
order  ©f  the  7th  of  January  had 
been  evaded,  and  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  the  enemy,  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  circuitous  trade  through 
this  country,  as  in  the  inftance  of 
a  cargo  of  wine  from  Bourdeaux* 
deftined  through  Great  Britain  to 
Amfterdam.  At  Amfterdam  the 
rate  of  infurance  was  30  per  cent, 
but  the  trade  could  be  carried  on 
through  this  country  at  an  infur¬ 
ance  of  5  per  cent.  To  prevent 
fuch  tranfadions,  it  was  found  ex« 
pedient  to  regulate  that  trade 
which  could  not  be  prohibited 
without  great  injury  to  commerce  ; 
and  with  this  view  the  orders  were 
iffued,  which  were,  in  fad,  a 
compromife  between  belligerent 
rights  and  commercial  interefts. 
The  permiftion  granted  to  neutrals 
of  trading  with  the  enemy’s  colo¬ 
nies  was  intended  as  a  boon  to  the  • 
Americans,  and  muft  be  to  them  of 
great  value  ;  becaufe  when  the  in¬ 
telligence  arrived  in  America  of 
the  intention  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  rigoroufty  to  execute 
their  decrees,  and  the  embargo  was 
confeqnently  reforted  to,  the  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  imprefilon  there  was*  that  we 
fhould  adopt  meafures  by  way  of 
retaliation  which  would  prohibit 
their  trade  with  thefe  colonies.  It 
was  intended  that  all  American 
domeftic  produce  fhould  be  allowed 
to  pafs  through  this  country  with" 
out  the  payment  of  any  duty,  ex¬ 
cept  the  article  of  cotton.  The 
importance  of  this  trade  to  them 
would  be  evident  from  a  ftatement 
of  their  exports,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  la  ft  return,  amounted  to 
104,000,000  dollars,  43,000,000 
of  which  were  domeftic  produce, 
whereof  8,000,000  were  exported 
to  the  enemy's  colonies,  from 
whence  a  re-export  of  30,000,000 
was  derived.  It  had  been  found, 
that  the  furplus  of  the  produce  of 
our  own  colonies  beyond  our  con- 
fumption,  was  not  above  a  third  of 
what  was  wanted  for  the  fupply  of 
the  continent.  It  was  therefore 
thought  expedient  to  admit  of  the 
trade  with  the  enemy’s  colonies, 
with  the  intention,  however,  that 
the  produce  of  fuch  colonies, 
fhould,  in  the  circuitous  trade 
through  this  country,  be  fubjeded 
to  duty  Efficiently  high  to  prevent 
its  having  advantages  over  our 
own  colonial  produce,  and  alfo 
that  the  commerce  of  the  enemy 
fhould  be  embarraffed. 

Lord  Erfkine  remarked,  that  we 
had  not  only  extended  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  blockade  to  ports  not  ac¬ 
tually  blockaded,  which  was  all 
that  ever  has  been  attributed  to 
.France,  but  we  would  not  permit 
the  vefiels  thus  excluded  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  any  other  ports  they  pleaf- 
ed.  We  forced  them  to  come  in 
to  our  own ;  and  therefore  thefe 
orders  in  council,  faefides  being 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
exceeded  any  thing  that  it  was 


pretended  France  had  done.  Lord 
Grenville  declared,  that  if  a  neu¬ 
tral  power  granted  certain  advan* 
tages  to  the  enemy,  then  we  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  inftft  upon 
being  admitted  to  the  fame  advan-* 
tages ;  or  if  a  neutral  power,  from 
weaknefs,  acquiefced  in  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  enemy,  all  that  we 
could  in  juftice  require  was,  that 
in  confequence  of  this  demand,  the 
enemy  fhould  not  be  placed  in  a 
better  iituation  in  regard  to  her 
th  an  ourfelves.  But  we  had  no 
right,  becaufe  the  enemy  violated 
the  rights  of  one  neutral,  to  vio¬ 
late  the  rights  of  all  neutrals ;  for 
this  principle  if  once  acknowledged 
would  lead  to  an  extenfton  of  hof- 
tiiities  over  the  whole  civilized 
world.  In  regard  to  America,  was 
it  to  he  argued  that  we  were  better 
judges  than  Mr.  Jefferfon  of  what 
trenched  upon  American  rights  £ 
Or  were  we  to  fet  ourfelves  up  and 
fay  to  the  government  of  that 
country,  that  we  did  not  like  the 
terms  on  which  the  ruler  of  France 
had  explained  his  intentions  in  re-  ' 
fpe<5t  to  her  ?  The  noble  lord  next 
ccnfidered  the  orders  in  council  as 
a  violation  of  the  municipal  law 
of  the  land.  He  contended  that 
they  contained  infringements  of 
eight  or  ten  pofitive  ftatutes ;  of 
the  navigation  aH  ;  and  of  the  affe 
for  regulating  the  commerce  of 
hoftile  (not  neutral)  ports.  If  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council  at  any 
future  time  thought  the  laws  not  fo 
.good  as  they  could  make  them, 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fol¬ 
low  the  example  fet  them  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  and  alter  and  fuf- 
pend  them  at  pleafure.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  affirmed,  that  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  prove,  that  in  four 
claufes  of  the  fame  paragraph,  the 

orders 
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erdefs  contained  four  direT  con¬ 
tradictions.  He'  infilled  that  the 
propofed  method  of  forcing  trade 
into  our  markets-  would  have  dif- 
g raced  the  darkeft  ages'  of  mono¬ 
poly.  The  impediments  which  it 
was  defigned  to  throw  in  the  way 
of  importing  cotton  into  France, 
would  have  the  efFedt  of  ftirrtulat- 
ing  the  government  of  that  coun¬ 
try  to  encourage  its  cultivation  in 
quartets  where  it  did  not  then 
grow,  of  producing  a  redundance 
of  the  article  in  the  foreign  mar¬ 
ket,  and  of  lowering  its  price. 
He  affirmed  that  the  orders  de¬ 
feated  their  own  objeft,  becaufe  by 
making  it  necelfary  for  every  fo¬ 
reign  fhip  to  touch  at  a  Britifti 
port,  apd  pay  a  certain  tribute, 
and  this  cirsumftance  expoling 
every  fuch  fhip  to  capture  and  con- 
fifcation  by  the  French  decree,  it 
was  obvious  that  no  fhip  would 
fubmit  to  the  ignominy,  merely 
for  the  purpofe  of  expofing  itfelf 
to  fubfequent  danger. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  in  comparing 
thefe  orders  with  that  inftituted  by 
the  late  minifters,  clearly  fhowed 
that  the  order  of  the  ytlt  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  went  beyond  the  rule  of  the 
year  1756;  for  that  rule  was  that 
a  neutral  fhould  not  exercife  a  trade 
during  war,  to  which  he  was  not 
entitled  during  peace,  Neither 
France  nor  Spain  allowed  neutrals 
to  carry  on  their  coafling  trade 
during  peace.  That  trade  there¬ 
fore  a  belligerent  had  a  right  to 
interdict ;  but  though  neutrals 
were  not  allowed  to  trade  between 
Breft  and  Bourdeaux  in  time  of 
peace,  they  were  not  prohibited 
from  trading-  between  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain.  That  trade  they 
had  a  right  to  poffefs  during  war, 
yet  it  was  taken  from  them  by  the 
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order  of  January,  and  unlefs  that 
order  could  be  defended  on  the 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  it 
Was  not  to  be  juftified  at  all.  The 
ordinary  law  of  nations  confe- 
quebtly  having  been  as  much  vio¬ 
lated  by  one  proceeding  as  the 
other,  the  only  difference  was, 
that  the  orders  of  November  fe- 
cured  advantages  wh:ch  the  former 
meafure  did  not.  The  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  defended  his  colleagues  in 

O 

this  debate,  but  his  arguments, 
though  ably  and  jud'icioully  en¬ 
forced,  contained  no  new  faCts  and 
little  variety  of  reafoning.  The 
houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  when 
there  appeared  a  majority  of  58 
againft  the  motion. 

On  the  morion  for  read- 
ing  the  order  in  council  bill  ^ ^  * 
a  ffecond  time  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  the  advocate-general 
expatiated  at  great  length  on  the 
propriety  of  palling  it.  He  began 
by  affirming  that  it  was  not  true, 
as  mentioned  in  the  French  decree, 
that  Great  Britain  had  ever  de¬ 
clared  ports  in  a  date  of  blockade 
without  previoufly  invefting  them. 
He  mull  do  the  late  government 
the  juftice  to  fay,  that,  when  they' 
blockaded  any  of  the  enemy's 
ports,  they  anxiouffy  enquired 
whether  thofe  ‘ports  had  been  in 
the  fa  ft  place  regularly  in  veiled. 
He  was  defirous  of  placing  the  for. 
bearance  of  the  late  miniftry  in  a 
clear  light,  but  ft  1 1 1  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  argued,  that  if  their 
meafure  was  found  inefficient  for  the 
purpofes  intended,  others  more  vi¬ 
gorous  fhould  not  be  adopted,  in  or¬ 
der  to  remove  thofe  inconveniences 
which  this  country  was  likely  to 
undergo,  in  dbnfequence  of  French 
deftgns.  What  was  the  fituation 
of  this  country  and  Of  Europe,  as 
[£]  affefted 
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affected  by  the  treaty  of  Tilfit,  in 
the  latter,  part  of  Odober,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  1807  • 
The  facl  was,  that  England  was 
excluded  from  every  port  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  except  the  ifland  of  Sicily. 
Her  produce  and  her  manufadures 
were  completely  interdided.  If 
France  had  the  means  of  obtaining 
from  other  fources  thofe  articles  of 
which  (he  flood  in  need,  was  it  at 
all  probable  that  (he  would  ever 
ha  ve  confented  to  admit  our  pro¬ 
duce  ?  When  France  fhouldbe  de¬ 
prived  of  thofe  articles,  was  it  not 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  (he  would 
become  the  violator  of  her  own 
prohibitions  ?  Would  fhe  not  then 
be  induced  to  receive  our  com¬ 
merce  into  her  territories  ?  We 
had  only  impofed  thofe  privations 
upon  France,  which  would  compel 
the  inhabitants  of  her  foil  to  in¬ 
fringe  thefe  decrees,  and  he  main¬ 
tained  that  our  condud  was  per- 
fedly  warranted  on  the  principle  of 
retaliation. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  earl  Temple  and  lord 
Henry  Petty,  that  the  orders  in 
.council  would  have  the  word  pofli- 
ble  efled  on  our  fugar  and  cotton 
trades.  They  could  not  compie- 
hend  how  this  meafure  could  be 
denominated  a  retaliation,  ftnce  it 
affeded  primarily  ourfelves  and 
next  our  allies.  The  French  would 
contentedly  fuffer  fome  embarrafs- 
. rnent  and  inconvenience,  with  the 
.  hope  of  injuring  us,  being  well 
apprifed  that  the  flnews  of  our 
flrength  lay  in  our  commerce.  The 
orders  would  but  deprive  the  more 
wealthy  amongft  the  French  peo- 
pie  of  a  few  luxuries,  while  the 
• .  ruin  of  neutral  commerce  would  be 
moft.  noxious  to  the  manufadures 


of  . Great  Britain.  The  accumula* 
tion  of  the  fugars  which  would  be 
created  here,  by  the  colleded  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  various  i Hands  con¬ 
quered  by  this  country,  by  impor¬ 
tation  from  the  Brazils  now  fane- 
tioned  by  parliament,  from  the 
Weft  India  iflands  in  American 
bottoms,  the  arts  of  fubftitution 
which  the  French  people  would 
learn,  and  the  forbearance  to  which 
they  would  accuftom  themfelves, 
would  be  lafting  injuries  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  her  colonies. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  admitted  that 
the  ftate  of  the  continent  might 
produce  fome  effed  on  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  country,  and  that  our 
exports  might  for  a  time  be 
checked  ;  but  the  detriment  could 
not  continue  long,  becaufe  nopref- 
fure  could  keep  down  the  vaft  ex¬ 
tent  of  country  under  prohibition, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  intereft 
of  individuals  would  not  induce 
>  them  to  procure  fuch  articles  as 
might  be  neceflary  for  them.  As 
to  the  Americans,  they  would  have 
no  right  to  complain  of  the  duties 
propofed  to  be  levied  by  thefe  or¬ 
ders,  as  they  were  only  the  car¬ 
riers  of  the  commodities,  and  the 
duties  would  of  courfe  be  paid  by 
the  confumers.  The  noble  lord, 
however,  repeated  the  general  af- 
fertion  made  by  minifters,  of  their 
wi(h  to  avoid  a  rupture  with  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  but  he  faid  if  war  with  that 
country  fhould  enfue,  it  would  ap. 
pear  that  no  conceffion  could  have 
prevented  it.  The  confequence  of 
a  war  would  be  the  lofs  to  Arne, 
rica  of  her  whole  export  trade, 
while  only  one-fourth  of  our  ex¬ 
ports  would  be  endangered  by  that 
event.  The  motion  was  then  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  120. 


In 
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committee,  on  the 
claufe  enabling  a  duty  on 

2^‘  cotton  wool  or  yarn,  and 
Jefuits'  bark,  being  read,  Mr. 
Whitbread  objected  to  the  import 
on  bark.  There  was  no  reafon, 
he  faid,  to  fuppofe  that  the  pref- 
fure  from  want  of  common  bark 
would  be  fuch  as  to  incline  the 
enemy  to  apply  for  peace.  The 
continent,  according  to  the  intelli¬ 
gence  which  he  had  received,  was 
well  fupplied  with  bark  and  fugar 
for  two  years  confumption,  fo  that 
it  muft  be  a  long  time  before  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s 
fcheme  could  operate.  Upon  the 
view  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  of  the  fubjedl 
therefore,  the  meafure  was  childifh 
and  nugatory.  In  another  view  it 
was  molt  deteftable,  for  it  was  a 
war  with  the  helplefs  and  fick — 
one  at  which  the  feelings  of  all 
mankind  would  revolt.  It  was 
reviving  the  favage  practices  of 
remote  antiquity,  and  fubftituting 
them  for  that  modern  civilization 
which  rendered  war  itfelf  lefs  hor¬ 
rible. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
©bferved,  that  thefe  arguments  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  provifions  of  another 
bill  for  preventing  the  exportation 
of  Jefuits*  bark,  which  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  in,  not  to  the 
claufe  under  confideration  which 
went  only  to  impofe  a  duty  on  the 
exportation  of  it.  But  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
refuted  itfelf.  If  France  had  the 
fupply  he  afferted,  fhe  could  fuffer 
no  pradlieal  inconvenience  from  the 
meafure,  The  information  on 
which  he  adied  reprefented  France 
as  much  in  want  of  bark,  and  that 
there  were  many  orders  received  in 
London  for  the  fupply  of  that  ar¬ 


ticle  to  the  continent,,  In  regard 
to  the  policy  of  the  prohibitions 
he  fhould  ftate  that  as  his  objedf 
was,  that  as  the  exportation  would 
be  permitted  by  licence,  under  cer¬ 
tain  circumftances,  France  lhould 
not  be  allowed  to  receive  bark 
without  taking  other  commodities 
from  this  country.  The  effedf  ex¬ 
pected  was  to  break  down  that 
barrier  which  France  had  raifed 
againft  our  commerce.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  felt  in  ob¬ 
taining  any  quantity  of  this  arti¬ 
cle,  the  moment  the  enemy  took 
off  his  prohibition  from  importing 
other  merchandife.  The  inconve¬ 
nience  therefore  that  might  be  felt 
was  not  to  be  imputed  to  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  of  opu 
nion,  that  Buonaparte  wbuld  at  all 
events  procure  bark  for  his  fol~ 
diers,  if  it  were  neceffary  for  them  ; 
and  the  odium  of  the  prohibition 
would  then  be  cart  on  us,  and  his 
character  would  be  exalted,  fo 
that  the  means  were  not  calculated 
to  enfure  the  end  defired.  '  The 
meafure  might  poffibly  excite  a 
more  general  union  of  hatred 
againft  the  Englifh  nation  amongft 
all  ranks  of  the  French  people.  It 
might  add  to  the  ferociry  or  un¬ 
feeling  character  of  the  conteft ; 
but  could  not  be  the  means  of  put¬ 
ting  an  end  to  it* 

This  bill,  which  was  fo  much 
difcuffed  in  all  its  ftages,  paffed 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  i  ith 
of  March.  It  was  combated  in  its 
prog  refs  through  the  houfe  of  lords 
with  equal  hortility,  though  not 
with  the  fame  length  of  difcuffion, 
by  earl  Grey,  and  the  lords  Gren¬ 
ville,  Holland  and  Erlkine.  It 
was  defended  chiefly  by  the  lords 
Hawkelbury  and  Mulgrave,  and 
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parted  by  their  lordlhips  on  the 
25th,  but  a  proteft  againft  it  was 
entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  figned  by  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Befbo- 
rough,  Moira,  Lauderdale,  Darn- 
ley,  Ertfex  and  Jerfeyr  earls  Spen¬ 
cer  and  Grey,  and  the  lords  Gren¬ 
ville,  Saint  John,  Erlkine,  Pon- 
fonby,  Holland  and  Auckland.  In 
one  of  the  debates  on  it,  lord 
Grenville  took  occasion  to  date, 
that  the  moil  objectionable  feature 
in  the  meafure,  was  that  provifion 
by  which  minifters  were  enabled  to 
exempt  any  merchant  from  all  its 
operations  upon  fuch  terms  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  fettle.  The 
idea  of  inverting  any  minifters  with 
fuch  extraordinary  difcretion  ap¬ 
peared  to  his  mind  utterly  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  freedom  of  com¬ 
merce.  It  would,  indeed,  go  to 
arm  them  with  fo  great  a  degree 
of  power  over  the  mercantile  body 
as  never  was  aflumed  by  the  moft 
defpotic  government.  No  anfwer 
was  made  to  this  remark  by  the 
peers  who  voted  with  minifters. 

The  principle  of  the  orders  in 
council  was  frequently  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  lords  and  dif- 
cufled.  Lord  Saint  John  and  lord 
Erlkine  moved  refolutions  againft 
the  fpirit  of  them,  but  without 
fuccefs.  It  would  be  offenlive  to 
the  reader  to  enter  into  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  thefe  debates,  characte¬ 
rized  by  their  extreme  length  and 
a  dull  repetition  of  arguments, 
which  did  not  even  acquire  polilh 
from  the  frequency  of  ufe.  Obfti- 
nate  as  was  the  conteft  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  thefe  meafures,  it  was  far 
from  increaftng  the  fame  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  ratiocination  and  elo¬ 
quence.  No  fubjeCt  was  everdif- 
•uffed  with  fuch  little  ingenuity 


and  abfence  of  ornament.  In  the 
pertinacious  re-employment  of  the 
fame  trains  of  thought,  in  the  un¬ 
wearied  re-aftertion  of  the  fame 
faCts,  to  place  either  the  thoughts 
or  the  fads  in  a  new  light  was  ne¬ 
ver  attempted.  The  difputants 
feemed  to  enter  a  fatal  circle,  in. 
which  they  immediately  loft  the 
acutenefs,  variety,  and  brilliance 
of  talent  which  they  had  difplayed 
on  other  occafions. 

Several  petitions  were  prefented 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  againft 
the  orders  in  council,  particularly 
by  many  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool.  Thefe  petitions  were  re¬ 
ceived,  witneftes  were  examined, 
and  counfel  heard  for  the  refpeCtive 
parties ;  but  the  proceedings  dif- 
clofed  no  circumltatvces  to  induce 
the  houfe  to  alter  its  fentiments  on 
the  meafures. 

The  bill  for  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  Jefuits*  bark  was 
carried  through  parliament  with¬ 
out  much  difeuffion.  It  was  op- 
pofed  in  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr. 
Whitbread,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  S.  Lufhington  ;  andintheup- 
per,  by  the  earls  of  Albemarle  and 
Lauderdale,  with  the  lords  Erlkine 
and  Grenville.  The  objections 
principally  urged  againft  it  were, 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  religion  and  humanity. 

Early  in  the  fefiion,  Mr.  Hor¬ 
ner  called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  the  fyftem 
of  commercial  licences.  He  then 
moved  for  a  lift  of  all  fuch  licen¬ 
ces  as  had  been  granted  fince  the 
month  of  May  1803.  The  pa*^ 
pers  were  produced.  On  the  7th 
of  March  he  took  up  the  matter 
again,  and  moved  that  fuch  part 
of  the  papers  prefented  to  the 

houfe, 
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houfe,  as  related  to  the  fees  and 
gratuities  paid  on  licences  for  na¬ 
vigation  and  trade  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  public  offices. 
The  fubjedt  of  the  licences,  he 
faid,  refolved  itfelf  into  two  parts. 
The  firft,  and  by  far  the  moft  im  • 
portant,  was  the  acknowledged 
anomaly  in  our  commercial  fyf- 
tem  which  they  had  occafioned, 
and  the  encroachment  which  they 
had  made  on  the  conftitution,  by 
placing  the  whole  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country  under  the 
controul  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment,  the  interference  of 
which  in  commercial  affairs  all 
authorities  concurred  in  declaring 
to  be  moft  prejudicial.  The  fe- 
cond  was  of  minor  confideration, 
namely  the  amount  of  the  fees  ob¬ 
tained  through  the  medium  of  the 
licences,  and  the  nature  of  the 
authority  by  which  thofe  fees 
were  claimed.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  if  thefe  licences  were 
held  as  generally  neceffary,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  come  to 
the  legislature,  and  render  the 
trade,  to  the  carrying  on  of 
which  they  were  the  function, 
legal  for  a  time  to  be  limited  ; 
in  imitation  of  the  conduct  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  year  1798, 
at  whofe  inftance  Spanifh  goods 
were  permitted  to  be  imported  by 
adt  of  parliament.  Adverting  to 
the  return  of  fees,  gratuities,  &c. 
he  obferved  that  they  were  not 
quite  fatisfadlory.  It  was  ftated 
in  thofe  returns,  that  the  fee 
for  a  licence  amounted  only  to 
12I.  9s.  6d.  ;  now  he  knew  that 
on  every  licence  which  had  been 
granted,  the  fees  had  exceeded 
1 5I.  and  fometimes  20I.  ;  and 
that  where  one  merchant  had  ob¬ 
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tained  licences  for  feveral  fhips, 
inftead  of  an  additional  guinea 
only  having  been  charged  for  each 
veffel  as  ftated  in  the  returns,  not 
lefs  than  65 1.  or  661.  had  been 
paid  to  procure  a  licence  for  fix 
fhips. 

Mr.  Rofe  obferved  that  fo  long 
ago  as  the  preceding  Auguft,  his 
majefty’s  minifters  had  inftituted 
an  enquiry  into  this  fubjedi,  and 
that  fame  weeks  fince,  the  privy 
council  finding  the  amount  of  the 
fees  to  be  fo  confiderable,  had  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  ftridi  inveftigation  of  the 
bufinefs.  Previoufly  to  referring 
the  matter  to  the  committee  of 
finance,  he  thought  it  would  be 
defirable  to  have  the  proceedings 
of  the  privy  council  before  the 
houfe,  and  he  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  poftpone  his  motion  for  a  fhort 
time,  in  order  to  give  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  moving  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty  for  the  produdiion  of 
thofe  proceedings.  Nothing  could 
be  farther  from  his  wifh  than  to 
fupprefs  enquiry  on  this  affair, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
defirous  fhould  be  thoroughly 
lifted. 

The  advocate  general  remarked, 
that  the  ground  on  which  thefe 
licences  had  been  granted  was  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  placing  foreign 
trade  under  the  controul  of  the 
executive  government,  but  to  per¬ 
mit  Britifti  fubjedls  to  trade  with 
the  enemy.  In  1805,  a  general 
order  in  council  had  been  iffued  to 
enable  Britifh  merchants  to  trade 
with  the  enemy,  in  certain  articles 
of  great  importance  to  agriculture 
and  manufadtures.  In  February 
1807,  an  extenfion  of  that  order 
had  been  made  j  but  the  merchants 
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had  continued,  neverthelefs,  volun. 
tarily  to  take  out  licences,  although 
they  were  repeatedly  told,  they 
were  unneceffary.  After  fome 


farther  converfation,  Mr.  Hofner 
agreed  to  poll  pone  his  motion  ;  and 
the  matter  was  not  again  agitated 
during  the  feflion. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  navy  efimates  monied,  hy  Mr .  Ward ;  and  the  army  efimates  by  the 
fecretary  at  war .  Converfation  on  the  ordnance  ejlimates,  which  are 

monied  by  Mr,  AJhley  Cooper,  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fates  his 
arrangement  with  the  Bank  ,  and  propofes  feveral  refolutions  thereon  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  which ,  after  fome  comments  refpeding  them  from 
Mr.  Bankes  and  Mr.  Tierney ,  are  agreed  to.  Various  refolutions  con¬ 
cerning  the  public  revenue  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Perceval  and  adopted. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  produces  the  budget .  Plan  of  transferring 
fock  in  exchange  for  annuities  on  lives  :  It  is  objected  to  by  Mr.  Wind - 
ham ,  Mr.  William  Smith ,  lord  Henry  Petty ,  fir  John  Newport ,  and 
Mr.  Tierney  ;  and  defended  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  Mr.  Huf- 
kif'on ,  Mr.  Davies  Giddy ,  and  Mr.  Biddulph :  The  plan  receives  the 
fan  (lion  of  the  legifature.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  details  the 
terms  on  which  he  contracted  for  the  loan .  Mr.  Fofer’ s  motion  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  Bank  of  Ireland  to  encreafe  its  capital ,  and  for  extending  the 
duration  of  its  charter  :  Speeches  of  Mr.  Fofer ,  Mr.  Tierney ,  Mr.  Par¬ 
nell,  Mr.  Bankes,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer :  Curious  anecdote 
re  [pelting  a  banking  houfe  in  Ireland,  mentioned  by  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald : 
Mr.  Fofer’ s  motion  carried.  Mr.  Fofer  brings  forward  the  Irifh 
budget:  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Parnell  on  the  fame:  Mr.  Fofer’ s  reply  to  fr 
John  Newport’s  ohfervations  on  the  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  different  collectors  of  the  revenue. 


navy  eftimates  were  laid 
A  before  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  29th  of  January,  when  the 
following  refolutions  were  agreed 
to,  viz.  1.  That  130,000  men 
fhould  be  employed  for  the  fea 
fervice  of  the  year,  including 
14,000  royal  marines.  2.  That  a 
fum  not  exceeding  3,126,5001. 
be  granted  to  his  majefty  for  the 
wages  of  thefe  men  for  thirteen 
months,  at  the  rate  of  il.  17s.  a 
man  per  month.  3.  That  a  fum 
not  exceeding  3,211,0001.  be 
granted  for  victualling  thefe  men 
for  thirteen  months,  at  the  rate  of 
il,  1 8s.  a  man  per  month.  4.  That 


a  fum  not  exceeding  5,070,0001. 
be  granted  for  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  navy,  for  thirteen  months,  at 
the  rate  of  3I.  a  man  per  month. 
5.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
521,500k  be  granted  for  defray¬ 
ing  the  charges  of  ordnance  for 
fea  fervice,  for  thirteen  months,  at 
the  rate  of  7s.  a  man  per  month. 
In  anfwer  to  a  queftion  from  Mr. 
Tierney,  whether  any  diminution 
was  made  in  the  navy  eftimates,  in 
confequence  of  the  ftores  brought 
from  Copenhagen,  it  was  dated  by 
Mr.  Ward,  who  moved  the  refo¬ 
lutions,  that  there  was  no  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  eftimates ;  and  by  the 

chancellor 
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chancellor  of  the  exchequer  that 
it  was  certainly  intended  to  reward 
the  captors  out  of  the  (lores,  or  the 
value  of  them. 


(71 

The  army  eftimates  were  brought 
forward  by  the  fecretary  at  war 
on  the  26th  of  February,  and  were 
clafied  as  below : 


Numbers. 

Great  Britain. 

Ireland. 

Land  forces,  including  various  con- 

£. 

s, 

d. 

s. 

d. 

tingencies  - 

200,831 

<;,8q2,Q22 

9 

1 

1,385,057 

11 

6 

Regiments  in  the  Eaft  Indies 

30,884 

691,525 

8 

9 

Troops  and  companies  for  recruiting 

ditto  ..... 

437 

25,281 

12 

9 

-1  ^ 

Embodied  militia  <- 

108,384 

2,236,462 

0 

4 

846,408 

17 

6 

Staff  and  garrifons  ... 

- 

363,902 

6 

5 

69,502 

X 

4 

Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers 

- 

32.213 

2 

8 

778 

I 

9 

Public  departments  - 

- 

188,680 

l9 

6 

8,921 

14 

0 

Half  pay  ----- 

- 

209,750 

0 

0 

26,732 

8 

.  X 

In-penfioners  of  Chelfea  and  Kil- 

>  . 

mamham  hofpitals  - 

- 

40.969 

*3 

10 

16,942 

17 

3 

Out-penfioners  of  ditto  »  -  - 

- 

329,619 

9 

2 

46,878 

8 

6 

Widows’  Penfions  - 

40,495 

10 

6 

6,000 

0 

0 

Volunteer  corpi  - 

- 

652,000 

o' 

0 

61 1,487 

0 

0 

Foreign  corps  - 

22,125 

795*647 

3 

% 

70,911 

3 

10 

Royal  military  college  -  - 

-  - 

21,525 

17 

4 

Royal  military  afylum 

9 

19,908 

9 

3 

Allowances  to  retired  and  officiating 

chaplains  - 

t’ 

16,000 

0 

0 

2,852. 

5 

3 

Medicines  and  hofpital  expences  - 

■  1- 

100,000 

0 

0 

18,676 

8 

9 

Compaffionate  lift  ... 

- 

13,50° 

0 

0 

Barrack  department  (Ireland) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

442,262 

13 

5 

Commiffiariat  department  (Ireland) 

- 

o>  — 

- 

- 

190,253 

7 

• 

4 

Total 

362,661 

11,670,404 

2  9 

3,773,664 

*9 

4 

Deduct  the  regiments  in  theEaftlndie 

s  30,884 

691,525 

8 

9 

Remain  to  be  provided  for 

2lh777 

10,978,878 

14 

0 

3,773,664 

19 

4 

The  fecretary  at  war  faid  that 
feveral  particulars  with  refpedt  to 
marching  money,  innkeepers  al¬ 
lowances,  and  fome  other  items, 
it  was  difficult  to  make  out  in  the 
way  of  exa£t  amount  ;  but  as  far 
as  was  poffible,  it  had  been  done. 
The  principal  alteration  in  the 
point  of  charge  arofe  from  the 
care  that  had  been  taken  to  transfer 
from  the  army  extraordinaries, 
every  thing  which  could  be  made 
a  fubjeift  of  eftimate.  After  fome 
converfation,  the  various  items  of 
thefe  eftimates  were  put  and  car¬ 
ried. 

On  the  fame  day,  Mr.  Alhley 
Cooper  moved  the  eftimate  for  the 


ordnance  fervice,  amounting  to 
5,300,000k  Mr.  Calcraft  wish¬ 
ing  to  have  fome  explanation  how 
this  eftimate  could  exceed,  -by 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half,  that 
which  he  himfelf  had  fubmitteef  to 
the  houfe,  when  in  office,  about  a 
year 'ft nee,'  Mr.  Cooper  ftated  that 
it  aiofe  from  arrears  in  former 
years,  and  accumulated  exceedingi 
not  provided  for  under  the  heads 
of  debt  to  the  navy  departments 
for  (lores  furnilhed  ;  exceedings  of 
former  eftimates  for  Ireland  ;  fiom 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen ; 
the  works  at  Chatham,  Wool  wich 
and  Dover,  with  various  items 
which  he  mentioned,  -  • 

■  Mr* 
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Mr,  Calcraft  thanked  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  for  the  expla¬ 
nation  which  it  was  his  own  duty 
to  alk  ;  but  there  were  fome  other 
points  of  enormous  expenditure,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Drivers’ 
corps,  with  which  he  was  not 
fads  fied. 

Mr.  Wellefley  Pole  vindicated 
the  whole  of  the  edimate,  and 
faid  the  artillery  of  this  country 
bad  attained  a  pitch  of  proficiency 
under  the  aufpices  of  lord  Cha¬ 
tham,  not  only  unparalleled  at  any 
former  period,  but  fuperior  to  any 
other  train  of  ordnance  now  in 
Europe.  It  confided  of  6cqo  men, 
with  40.90  horfes  attached,  and  all 
in  fuch  a  date  of  difcipline  and 
equipment,  as  to  enable  them  to 
oppofe  a  force  of  aitillery  againd 
any  enemy  who  fhould  land  in  this 
country  in  one-third  of  the  time, 
and  with  more  than  triple  the  ef¬ 
fect,  that  could  have  been  done  at 
any  former  period.  No  farther 
comments  endued  on  the  topic  ;  and 
the  edimates  received  the  fanftion 
of  the  nnufe. 

The  fird  meafure  relative  to  fi¬ 
nance,  was  dubmitted  to  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  iQ,th  of  February,  when  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ex¬ 
plained  the  arrangement  which  he 
had  concluded  with  the  bank. — 
This  agreement  comprehended  three 
heads  :  id,  The  management  of 
the  public  debt ;  2dly,  The  ba/ 
lances  of  the  public  money  ;  and 
3<&  y>  the  unclaimed  dividends.  It 
had  been  fettled  that  the  allowance 
for  management  flaccid  be  340I. 
per  million  wb.en  the  debt  dnoy.14 
amount  to  400  millions,  and  from 
that  fu.m  to  600  uyi hi 00s  inciull ve  ; 
300].  per  million  for  that  part  of 
the  debt  above  600  millions  •  and 


45:0k  per  million,  in  cafe  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  fhould  ever  be  reduced  to 
a  fum  between  300  and  400  mil¬ 
lions.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  dated,  that  under  this 
head  alone,  a  faving  of  from 
62,00 ol.  to  65,000!.  a  year  would 
accrue  to  the  public.  The  next 
head  of  the  arrangement  was  the 
advance  of  3,000,000!.  by  way  of 
loan  to  government  without  in- 
tered,  till  fix  months  after  the 
conclufion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  in  confideration  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  management  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  and  of  participating 
in  the  benefit  of  balances  of  the 
public  money.  From  the  economic 
attention  that  had  of  late  been 
adopted,  thefe  balances  would  not 
rife  above  10  millions  from  year  to 
year,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  bank,  had  aliened 
the  right  of  the  public  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  advantages  derived 
by  that  corporation  from  the  ma¬ 
nagement  and  balances  ;  and  that 
whether  this  participation  fhould 
be  in  the  proportion  of  one-third, 
one-fourth,  or  one-haif,  it  would 
be  highly  ferviceable  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  This  fhowed  that  not 
more  than  a  participation  was  in¬ 
tended,  and  therefore  as  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  one-third,  being  the 
mean  rate,  was  mod  looked  to, 
and  probably  conlidered  as  mod 
equitable,  that  proportion  was 
agreed  to.  On  the  third  head,  it 
had  been  found  that  the  unclaimed 
dividends  amounted  on  the  8th  of 
the  preceding  July  to  986,573k 
and  had  never  in  antecedent  years 
been  below  900,000k  The  bank 
had  conlequently  confented  to  ad¬ 
vance  500,0001.,  in  addition  to 
376,739!.  advanced  under  the  aft 

of 
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of  1791?  from  unclaimed  dividends 
and  lottery  prizes,  with  a  provifo, 
that  if  the  balance  in  their  hands 
fhould  ever  be  reduced  below 
ioo,©ool.,fomuchof the  $oo>oool. 
fhould  be  refunded  from  the  exche¬ 
quer  as  fhould  make  up  the  defi¬ 
ciency. 

Mr.  Bankes  condemned  the  large 
rate  of  allowance  which  the  bank 
enjoyed  for  managing  the  public 
debt.  Even  in  1786,  the  report 
of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts 
ftated  that  the  bufinefs  could  be 
done  for  200!.  in  the  million,  when 
the  debt  was  comparatively  {mall. 
Greatly  therefore  as  he  refpeded 
Mr.  Pitt,  he  could  not  help  think¬ 
ing  thac  he  had  made  an  impro¬ 
vident  bargain  on  the  fubjed.  Ke 
conceived  it  would  have  been  infi¬ 
nitely  better  in  the  prefect  infiance, 
if  a  larger  redudlien  had  been  made 
in  the  rate  of  allowance,  though 
it  had  been  efrVded  by  leflening 
the  amount  of  the  loan  ;  for  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  allowance 
would  be  a  permanent  advantage  to 
the  country,  while  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  loan  mufi  be  con¬ 
tingent  ;  but  lie  acknowledged  his 
fears  that  that  contingency  would 
be  of  a  long  duration.  There  was 
another  point  on  which  he  enter¬ 
tained  fome  jealoufy.  The  bank 
had  in  their  hands  the  complete 
coinage  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country,  and  it  would  be  as 
eafy  for  them  to  coin  the  fums  ad¬ 
vanced  to  government,  as  10  coin 
the  amount  of  their  notes  cancelled 
on  any  particular  day.  Tie  was 
aware  that  they  could  not  do  fo 
indefinitively,  but  it  might  be 
done  to  a  great  extent.  Eefides 
he  did  not  like  any  •  thing  which 
drew  the  bank  into  too  clofe  a 
connexion  with  the  miniifry.  He 
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wifhed  them  to  feel  mutual  good 
will,  but  to  be  perfe&ly  indepen¬ 
dent  of  each  other. 

Mr.  Tierney  thought  that  there 
was  a  vital  objedion  to  the  bar¬ 
gain  ;  for  while  the  public  re- 
firidted  the  bank  from  paying  in 
fpecie,  it  was  at  lead  highly  inde¬ 
licate  that  the  public  fhould  bene¬ 
fit  from  fuch  reftri&ion.  Could 
the  minifier  have  obtained  the  loan 
of  three  millions  without  that  re- 
flriCtion  ?  Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that 
in  his  opinion  the  bank  ought  to 
manage  the  public  debt  without 
any  charge  whatever  for  allowance. 
We  left  ten  millions  in  their  hands, 
and  we  wifhed  them  to  do  that 
which  would  coft  them  ioo,oool. 
What  private  banker  was  there 
that  would  not  be  happy  to  have  a 
cuftomer  on  fimilar  terms  ?  In  the 
prefen t  ftate  of  Europe,  it  was  de- 
defirable  to  fhow  the  enemy,  that 
our  refources  were  fuch  as  enabled 
us  to  meet  him  with  confidence; 
but  the  enemy  would  imagine  we 
were  reduced  to  try  expedients,  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  minifier 
had  ufed  the  influence  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  procure  from  the  bank  a 
loan  oi  three  millions  without  in- 
terefi,  inftead  of  concluding  a  pub¬ 
lic  loan.  There  never  was  a  pe¬ 
riod,  however,  fo  advantageous 
for  negotiating  a  public  loan  as  the 
prefent,  owing  to  the  great  flag- 
nation  of  trade,  and  the  great 
quantity  of  money  neceflarily 
afloat,  for  which  no  employment 
could  be  difcovered.  Parliament 
ought  to  know  whence  this  fum  of 
three  millions  proceeded ;  for  if 
they  took  it,  they  would  fubjeCt 
themfdves  to  be  refponfible  for  any 
inconvenience  that  the  bank  might 
fufiain  in  confequence  of  advancing 
it.  Since  the  refiridion  on  the  pay¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  fpecie,  the  bank  had  (hared 
no  lefs  than  four  millions  in  bonufes 
amongft  themfelves  :  they  had 
increafed  the  dividends  on  their 
capital  from  y  to  io  per  cent.  If 
their  profits  had  been  extenfive 
enough  to  juftify  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  then  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  made  half  fo 
good  a  bargain  as  he  ought  to  have 
made.  The  bank  directors  con- 
fen  ted  to  lend  the  country  three 
millions,  which,  in  his  apprehen- 
fion  would  notcoft  them  three  pence. 
Did  they  mean  to  encreafe  their 
notes  for  this  purpofe  ?  If  they 
did  not  mean  to  encreafe  their 
notes,  did  they  mean  to  diftrefs 
thetradeof  the  country,  by  refufing 
to  difcount  the  bills  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  Either  cafe  would  afford 
a  ftrong  argument  againft  the  tranf- 
adion.  After  fome  remarks  by 
other  members,  the  refelutions 
founded  on  the  ftatement  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  i  ft  of  April  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  pro- 
pofed  to  transfer  the  duty  on 
licences  to  fhoot  game,  from  the 
damp  duties  to  the  afiefted  taxes. 
This  alteration,  he  faid,  would 
remove  the  inconvenience  felt  by 
gentlemen  who  happened  to  refide 
at  a  diftance  from  the  county  town, 
in  obtaining  their  certificates  from 
the  cleik  of  the  peace,  and  prevent 
evafion  of  the  duty  in  many  cafes, 
fiom  the  mode  in  which  the  affefied 
taxes  were  collected.  It  was  de¬ 
sirable  alfo  to  include  woodcocks 
and  fnipes  in  the  enumeration  of 
game,  as  many  perfons,  under 
pretence  of  merely  being  in  the 
habit  of  (hooting  the  former,  took 
cut.  no  certificates,  although  the 


purfuit  of  game  was  their  real 
objed.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  likewife  fubmitted  to  the 
committee  the  propriety  of  confo- 
lidating  with  the  afiefted  taxes,  the 
additional  ten  per  cent  laid  or 
them  to  fupply  the  deficiency  in 
the  ways  and  means,  by  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  iron  tax  in  i  806. 
When  the  aflefied  taxes  were  thus 
increafed,  the  late  ftage  of  the 
fefiion  precluded  a  due  confideration 
of  the  arrangement.  The  confe- 
quence  therefore  was,  that  in  almoft 
every  inftance,  there  were  frac¬ 
tional  payments,  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  think  it  right  to  do 
away.  For  this  purpofe,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  add  two  per  cent,  upon  the 
whole,  and  in  all  the  lower  clafles 
to  reduce  the  payment,  in  cafe  of 
a  fradion  occurring,  to  the  next 
integer,  and  in  the  higher  clafies 
to  raife  it  to  the  integer  imme¬ 
diately  above :  by  integer,  he 
meant  the  fum  of  fix-pence.  There 
would  be  a  confequent  decreafe 
upon  the  lower  clafies ;  but  the 
flight  addition  on  the  higher  would 
compenfate  for  that,  and  make  the 
augmentation  on  the  whole  about 
107,600k  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  then  moved  refolutions 
for  efFeding  thefe  objeds,  which 
were  agreed  to. 

On  the  nth,  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  brought  forward 
the  budget.  The  fums  voted  for 
fupplies,  he  faid,  amounted  in  the 
aggregate,  to  48,653,170k,  from 
which  was  to  be  deduded  the  pro¬ 
portion  that  was  to  be  furnithed 
by  Ireland,  viz.  5,71  3,56^1.  leav¬ 
ing  a  fum  to  be  defrayed  by  Great 
Britain  of  42,939,604!.  He  then 
dated  the  ways  aid  means  for 
covering  thefe  fupplies.  The  houfe 
had  already  voted  upon  malt  and 
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penfions  three  millions.  The  fum 
ufually  voted  was  2,750,000!.; 
but  it  was  thought  more  expedient 
to  take  the  amount  of  the  tax  at 
the  round  fum  of  three  millions, 
which.it  produced,  the  effect  of 
which  would  only  be  to  reduce  the 
furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  by 
the  fum  of  250,0001.,  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  vote  of  three 
millions,  end  the  ufual  amount  at 
which  the  malt  and  penfion  tax 
was  eftirnated.  The  advances  from 
the  bank  were  3,500,000!.  The 
unappropriated  furplus  of  the  con¬ 
folidated  fund  was  on  the  5th  of 
April,  726,8701.  The  war  taxes, 
including  the  duties  to  be  raifedby 
the  orders  in  council,  he  took  at 
twenty  millions ;  and  the  lottery 
at  350,000k  Four  millions  of 
exchequer  bills  were  to  be  iffued 
to  replace  thofe  funded  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefen t  feffion.  By 
adding  to  thefe  different  items  the 
fum  of  eight  millions  to  be  raifed 
by  a  loan,  the  aggregate  amount 
would  be  39,576,870k  To  this 
aggregate  was  to  be  added  the 
furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund 
which  he  propofed  to  take  at 
3,500,000k  which  would  carry 
the  ways  and  means  to  43,076,870k 
yielding  a  furplus  of  ways  and 
means  above  the  fupplies  of 
137,000k  The  furplus  of  the 
confolidated  fund,  had  been  taken 
laft  year  at  3,750,000k  ,  but  it 
had  produced  a  further  fum  of 
726,870k  making  altogether 
4,476,870k  ;  yet  as  he  had  already 
mentioned,  the  increafed  vote  upon 
the  malt  and  penfions  would  dirni- 
nilh  that  produce  by  250,000!. 
and  feme  further,  though  flight, 
reduction  in  it  might  be  expe&ed. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  detailed  by  what  means  he 
intended  to  provide  for  the  in- 


tereft,  charges,  and  finking  fund 
of  the  exchequer  bills  funded,  and 
of  the  proje&ed  loan,  which  alto¬ 
gether  would  be  750,000k  The 
fums  applicable  to  this  purpofe  were 
380,000k,  being  the  amount  of 
the  (hort  annuities  which  had 
fallen  in  ;  65,000k  a  faving  in  the 
management  of  the  public  debt ; 
125,000k  produced  by  the  new 
arrangement  of  the  afleffed  taxes ; 
and  2uo,oook  by  an  improved 
mode  of  colle&ing  the  duties  on 
{lamps.  The  whole  of  thefe  fums 
would  be  770,000k  being  a  fma.ll* 
excefs  above  the  fum  aftually 
wanted.  >  . 

As  the  principle  of  fufpending 
all  taxation  for  three  years,  and 
for  referring  to  the  war  taxes  to 
cover  the  neceffary  charges  of 
loans,  had  been  generally  approved 
laft  year,  Mr.  Perceval  faid  he 
was  bound  to  explain  why  he  had 
thought  it  expedient  to  depart 
from  it  in  the  prefent  inftance,  by 
propofing  to  lay  on  additional 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  300,000k 
It  certainly  was  not  becaufe  he 
had  conftdered  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  noble  lord  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him  unwife  ;  but  he  had  felt 
it  to  be  delirable  to  confolidate 
the  different  afts  relative  to  the 
affeffed  taxes  and  the  ftamp  duties, 
and  deemed  it  to  be  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity,  when  making  improved 
regulations  for  collecting  both,  to 
place  a  fmall  addition  on  certain 
items.  He  had  already  done  fo 
with  refpeCt  to  the  affeffed  taxes, 
and  he  purpofed  to  do  the  fame  in 
regard  to  the  ftamp  duties.  It  was 
thought  definable  to  confolidate 
all  the  ads  relating  to  thefe  latter 
duties  into  one,  as  alfo  thofe  for 
the  regulation  and  collection  of 
them;  and  a  fchedule  was  to  be 
prepared  difpofiug  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties 
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ties  under  diftindl  heads  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order.  The  increafe  of 
the  duty  would  be  founded  on  the 
ad  ‘Valorem  principle,  which  would 
be  attached  to  other  inflruments 
than  thofe  to  which  at  prefen t  it 
applied  ;  and  this  principle  was  to 
be  extended  not  only  to  all  convey¬ 
ances  of  real  eftates,  but  to  the  ad- 
miiBon  to  offices  of  courts  and  of 
government.  At  prefent  the  duty 
was  20I.  upon  all  offices  of  the 
courts,  without  reference  to  the 
amount  of  income.  He  fhouid  re¬ 
duce  the  duty  on  the  lower  offices, 
and  raife  it  on  the  higher.  Upon 
all  offices,  the  income  of  which 
ihould  not  exceed  6ol.,  no  duty 
Ihould  attach  ;  upon  all  above  6ol. 
and  under  150b,  the  duty  would 
be  81. ;  upon  all  above  150I.,  and 
under  300!.,  it  was  to  be  20I.,  and 
fo  in  proportion  upon  higher  in¬ 
comes.  There  was  alfo  to  be  an 
alteration  in  the  duty  upon  inden¬ 
tures,  but  not  to  carry  it  higher 
than  it  was  before  the  year  1804, 
and  in  fome  cafes  to  reduce  it. 
There  was  likewife  fome  addition 
expeded  from  the  duty  on  attor- 
mes*  indentures.  The  duty  at 
prefent  on  articles  of  indenture  to 
an  attorney  of  the  fuperior  courts 
was  1  iol. ;  and  of  the  inferior  55!. 
The  fame  duty  which  applied  to 
indentures  to  folicitors  in  chan¬ 
cery,  Ihould  alfo  apply  to  thofe  to 
prodors  ;  for  when  the  advantage 
was  equal,  the  parties  Ihould  be 
fubjed  to  fimilar  duties.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  the  duty  of  55I.  Ihould 
extend  to  the  indentures  to  writers 
to  the  fignet  in  Scotland.  In  the 
duty  on  donations  and  collations, 
a  fmall  change  was  to  take  place  ; 
for  where  they  gave  the  right  as 
fully  as  indudion  and  inftitution, 
the  duty  which  did  not  at  prefent 


attach  was  to  apply.  A  fmall  ad¬ 
dition  was  to  be  made  to  the  duty 
on  enfeoffments,  by  railing  it  from 
1 1.  10s.  to  3I.  There  was  alfo  to 
be  an  increafe  of  duty  on  the  grant 
of  honours  and  preferment.  At 
prefent  it  was  in  all  cafes  only  20I. 
In  Ireland,  the  duty  on  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  duke,  marquis,  or  earl 
was  200I. ;  of  a  vifcount,  150I; 
and  of  a  baron  io©1.  There  was 
no  reafon  why  the  fame  rate  Ihould 
not  be  adopted  here.  Some  flight 
alteration  was  to  be  made  in  the 
duty  upon  the  grant  of  leafes  of 
crown  lands.  At  prefent  it  was 
20I.;  and  where  the  leafe  was  be¬ 
neficial,  that  was  not  improper  ; 
but  as  under  the  exifting  regula¬ 
tions,  the  leafes  of  crown  lands  were 
no  more  beneficial  than  thofe  of 
any  private  individual,  the  duty 
ought  not  to  be  levied  except  where 
the  leafe  was  beneficial.  The  public 
would  not  be  lofers  by  this  reduc¬ 
tion,  becaufe  the  party  always  paid 
lefs  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
duty.  Upon  the  higher  grants  of 
money  and  penfions  the  duty  was 
to  attach  ad  valorem.  Policies  of 
infurance  on  lives,  which  had  been 
exempted  in  the  year  1 804,  with¬ 
out  any  adequate  reafon,  were  to 
pay  a  duty.  All  perfons  calling 
themfelves  bankers,  were  to  pay 
20I.  a  year  for  a  licence  for  ufing 
re-iffuable  notes.  The  duty  on 
fuch  notes  was  to  be  raifed  from 
3d.  to  qd.  each  ;  but  when  the 
notes  were  only  payable  in  one 
place,  6d.  each.  It  appeared  to  be 
proper  that  the  duty  on  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  (hares  of  joint  flock  compa¬ 
nies  fhould  be  colle&ed  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  real,  and  not  its 
nominal  value,  as  was  done  at 
prefent.  As  to  law  proceedings, 
they  were  already  fo  highly  bur- 

thened 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [77 


thened,  that  no  addition  could 
poffibly  be  made  on  them.  There 
were  only  fome  fmall  inilances, 
which  might  be  confidered  as 
omiilions  in  1 804.  Thus  he  pro- 
pofcd  a  duty  of  one  fhilling  on  all 
fummonfes  before  a  mafler  in  chan¬ 
cery.  A  duty  was  to  attach 
to  refidues,  as  well  as  legacies. 
The  duty  was  to  apply  to  probates 
of  adminiflration  in  Scotland  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  England, 
It  remained  for  him  to  explain  how 
the  principle  he  had  mentioned  was 
to  bear  upon  conveyances.  The 
duty  at  prefent  was  30s.  on  ail 
conveyances  of  land.  This  was 
to  be  lowered  on  the  conveyances 
of  fmall  property,  and  to  be  raifed 
in  proportion  to  the  value  on  the 
larger  degrees  of  property.  In 
all  cafes  where  the  confderation 
fhould  not  exceed  150].,  the  duty 
was  to  be  3 1. ;  between  that  and 
300I.  il.  1  os.;  between  300I.  and 
500I.  2 1.  10s. ;  between  500I.  and 
750I.  5I.  ;  between  750I.  and 
ioool.  7I.  10s.  ;  but  in  no  inflance 
to  exceed  one  per  cent,  on  the  con- 
fideration.  Upon  thefe  inflru- 
ments  and  the  re-iifuable  promif- 
fory  notes,  he  calculated  that  the 
advance  in  the  amount  of  the  flamp 
duties  would  be  200,000!.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  faid, 
he  was  aware  that  it  would  have 
been  more  confonant  with  the 
ufual  pra&ice  to  keep  back  this 
flatement  till  after  the  loan  had 
been  contracted  for  ;  but  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  much  more  for  the 
convenience  of  the  houfe,  that  it 
fhould  be  put  in  poffeflion  of  the 
llatement  in  time  to  afford  an 
opportunity  for  mature  confdera¬ 
tion. 

All  thefe  propofitions  were  fub- 
fequently  fanftioned  by  the  houfe, 


> 

and  the  bills  founded  on  them 
paffed  late  in  the  fefiion. 

A  project  for  enabling  perform 
poffeifing  flock  in  the  three  per 
cent,  confolidated  or  reduced  an¬ 
nuities,  to  transfer  the  fame  to  the 
commillioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  equivalent  annuities  for 
life,  formed  part  of  the  financial 
arrangements  for  the  year.  The 
annuities  were  to  be  for  one 
life,  or  two  lives  with  benefit  of 
furvivorfhip,  at  the  option  of 
the  purchafer,  and  of  fuch 
amount  as  an  accurate  calculation 
of  the  value  of  the  life  or  lives 
nominated,  and  of  the  principal 
paid  in  would  preferibe,  taking 
the  flock  at  the  current  price  of 
the  day  of  transfer  ;  but  to  pre¬ 
vent  impofitions  and  inconvenience-, 
no  nominee  was  to  be  under  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  nor  any  transfer 
lefs  than  100I.  ;  neither  was  any 
flock  to  be  transferred  after  the 
funds  fhould  rife  to  8-oh  This 
meafure  was  propofed  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  13th 
of  May,  and  he  then  flated,  that 
there  were  two  objects  to  be  fe- 
cured  by  the  finking  fund ;  one  to 
provide  for  the  final  redemption  of 
the  national  debt,  and  the  other 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  flocks  in 
the  market,  fo  as  to  enable  govern¬ 
ment,  whenever  the  exigencies  of 
the  Hate  might  require  it,  to  make 
an  advantageous  loan  for  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Thefe obje&s,  however,  were 
in  fome  degree  incon (blent,  and 
counteracted  each  other.  What¬ 
ever  meafure  raifed  the  funds,  and 
enabled  minifters  to  borrow  on  the 
bed  terms,  orevented  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  redu&ion  of  the 
national  debt  from  reducing  that 
debt  in  the  mod  advantageous 
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manner.  The  plan  which  he  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe,  he  faid,  would 
combine  both  thofe  objects  ;  it 
would  naturally  tend  to  increafe 
the  price  of  the  funds,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fecure  the  redemption  at 
a  low  price,  of  fo  much  Hock  as 
might  be  transferred  antecedently 
to  the  rife  produced.  The  whole 
merit  of  the  plan  relied  ©n  the 
expectation,  that  the  Hocks  were 
likely  to  rife  ;  but  there  was  good 
reafon  to  believe,  or  rather  to  be 
certain,  that  they  would  increafe 
in  price  from  a  continuation  of  the 
means  applied  to  diminifh  the  debt, 
whether  the  war  fhould  continue 
or  not.  It  was  impoffible  to  fay 
to  what  extent  a  delire  might  arife 
in  perfons  to  transfer  their  Hock  in 
the  manner  which  he  had  pointed 
out  5  but  as  far  as  it  might  exill, 
it  mull  be  beneficial  to  the  public. 
It  was  very  probable,  neverthelefs, 
that  individuals  would  be  ftrongly 
inclined  to  difpofe  of  their  Hock 
for  the  purchafe  of  annuities,  under 
circumstances  which  fecured  to 
them  an  increafed  income  free  from 
any  riik,  and  without  the  expence 
and  inconvenience  attending  other 
modes  of  achieving  a  fimilar  pur- 
pofe. 

Many  objections  were  made  to 
this  project.  It  was  affirmed  by 
Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
lord  Henry  Petty,  and  fir  John 
Newport,  that  the  plan  tended  to 
vitiate  the  morals  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  It  was 
well  known  that,  where  annu¬ 
ities  had  been  encouraged  by 
government  to  any  extent,  they 
produced  an  effect  di redly  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  habits"  of  a  country, 
as  was  proved  when,  the  rentes  nna- 
geres  were  granted  in  France.  Too 


many  parents  would  be  found  who 
would  be  very  willing  to  facrifice 
the  future  interefls  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  their  own  immediate  gra¬ 
tification.  The  fcheme  held  out 
greater  advantages  for  the  inveft- 
ment  of  fmall  capitals  than  the 
courfe  of  fair  trade,  and  confer 
quently  mull  operate  as  a  bounty 
upon  idlenefs.  Mr.  Tierney  ob- 
ferved,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  tried  a 
fimilar  plan  in  1803,  which  had 
entirely  failed.  Every  thing  led 
him  to  believe  that  capital  and 
increafe  of  capital  were  the  objeds 
of  the  day  :  and  it  was  not  proba¬ 
ble  that  a  perfon  who  had  hitherto 
preferred  capital  to  interell  fhould 
all  at  once  change  his  ideas  on  the 
fubjed,  and  precifely  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  was  alluring  him  that 
capital  would  rife  in  value.  If, 
however,  many  of  t'hefe  annuities 
were  granted,  that  part  of  them 
which  exceeded  the  interell  of  the 
capital  transferred,  mull  diminifh 
the  difpofab-le  fum  in  the  hands  of 
the,  commiffioners  for  the  redudion 
of  the  national  debt. 

It  was  argued  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  and  Mr,.  Hulkiff 
fon  in  favour  of  the  propofed  fyf- 
tem,  that  it  could  not  be  wrong 
for  a  parent  to  purchafe  an  annu¬ 
ity  for  his  child  or  wife,  if  the 
circumHances  of  his  property  would 
not  admit  of  any  other  provifion. 
Inftead  of  having  an  immoral  ef- 
fed,  the  plan  would  afford  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  ading  upon  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  humanity  and  good  nature. 
It  Ihould  be  recolleded  that  the 
fhort  annuities,  which  had  fallen 
in  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  an¬ 
num,  had  been  in  the  market,  and 
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had  not  been  detrimental  to  the 
habits  of  the  community,  though 
they  required  a  larger  proportion 
of  capital  to  be  funk.  No  lure 
was  held  out  to  any  defcription  of 
perfons  ;  the  calculations  were 
founded  on  the  common  principles 
of  the  probabilities  of  life,  and 
there  were  every  day  greater  temp¬ 
tations  offered  without  equal  fe- 
curity.  Numberlefs  were  the  cafes 
in  which  it  would  be  defirable  for 
parties  to  purchafe  annuities  for 
other  lives  than  their  own.  It 
would  be  idle  to  buy  fmall  annu¬ 
ities,  for  inftance,  in  favour  of  a 
widow  or  fcrvants,  on  the  fecurity 
of  land  j  becaufe  the  expences  of 
fettlement,  and  perhaps  of  reco¬ 
very,  would  render  the  provifion 
of  no  avail.  Upon  every  conlide- 
ration  of  the  project,  the  balance 
of  good  likely  to  refult  from  it, 
would  greatly  preponderate  over 
the  evil  which  might  arife  in  con- 
fequence  of  it.  It  could  not  be 
detrimental  to  the  operation  of  the 
finking  fund  ;  becaufe  if  the  annu¬ 
ities  purchafed  even  amounted  to 
a  million  annually,  the  whole  fum 
transferred  for  them  would  go  to 
the  commifiioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt,  and  add  to  the  total 
of  the  redeemed  flock,  while  the 
finking  fund  would  only  be  affected 
to  the  fmall  extent  of  the  addi¬ 
tional  annuity  created  above  the 
interefl  on  the  principal.  In  fine, 
the  meafure  might  perhaps  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  letter  of  the  aCt  re¬ 
lating  to  the  finking  fund,  but  was 
certainly  within  its  fpirit. 

The  fubjeCt  was  refumed  on  the 
27th,  when  Mr.  Tierney  remarked 
that  if  ever  there  were  a  period 
.  when  a  man  would  be  diiinclined 
to  increafe  his  income  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  his  capital,  it  muft  be  at 


a  time  when  there  was  a  tax  upon 
income,  and  none  upon  capital. 
Having  once  adopted  the  prefent 
meafure,  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
fay,  that  it  was  intended  to  hold 
the  finking  fund  facred ;  for  in 
agreeing  to  this  proportion,  the 
houfe  praftifed  one  of  the  groffefl 
infractions  upon  it.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  dwelt  on  the 
extravagant  inducement  which  the 
fcheme  held  out  to  a  man,  proba¬ 
bly  feventy  years  of  age,  to  leave  his 
family  and  relatives  deflitute ;  as  he 
could  thus  be  able  to  raife  his  ©wn 
income  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
four,  or  inftead  of  iool.  could  pro¬ 
cure  for  his  own  life  400I.  per  annum. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended,  that  his  plan  would 
have  the  effect  of  taking  out  of 
the  market  a  quantity  of  flock, 
and  of  fubftituting  in  its  place 
what  would,  by  no  means,  be  fo 
marketable  a  commodity.  It 
would,  in  fadt,  give  additional 
effeCt  to  the  two  objedts  of  the 
finking  fund.  By  the  former  ope¬ 
ration,  the  amount  of  the  divi¬ 
dend  only  would  be  taken  out  of 
the  market  ;  by  the  prefent  mea¬ 
fure,  the  amount  of  the  capital 
itfelf  would  be  taken  out  of  it. 
Thus,  not  only  the  redemption  of 
the  debt  would  be  fecured  ;  but 
that  purpofe  would  alfo  be  attained 
at  an  earlier  period. 

On  the  other  hand,  lord  Henry- 
Petty  thought  that,  owing  to  the 
cafualties  of  life,  a  perfon  who 
had  bought  an  annuity  might  be 
obliged  to  fell  it  again  ;  and  as 
thefe  annuities  mult  therefore  be 
transferred,  a  large  quantity  of 
flock  would  again  be  brought  int© 
the  market  in  a  different  fhape. 

Mr.  Hufkiffon,  Mr.  'Davies 
Giddy,  and  Mr.  Biddulph,  de¬ 
clared 
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dared  that  in  their  opinion,  there 
could  be  no  found  objedion  to  the 
proportion,  becaufe  in  a  free  coun¬ 
try  there  (hould  be  as  great  a  di- 
verfity  as  poffible  of  option  af¬ 
forded  to  perfons  w idling  to  lay 
out  their  capital  with  fecurity : 
and  that  it  undoubtedly  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  many  indi¬ 
viduals,  who  might  have  to  be¬ 
queath  annuities  to  dependents,  to 
avoid  charging  their  lands  with 
fuch  annuities,  and  purchafe  them 
under  the  prefent  plan.  Befides  it 
was  probable  that  the  meafure 
would  encourage  a  greater  degree 
of  frugality  in  the  lower  clalfes, 
by  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 


applying  their  favings  with  per- 
fed  certainty  to  the  increafe  of 
their  incomes.  The  refolutions  in 
regard  to  the  propofal  were  then 
moved  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  lit  of  June,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  dated  the 
terms  on  which  he  had  contraded 
for  the  loan,  and  before  he  entered 
into  the  bufinefs,  he  fhortly  reca¬ 
pitulated  the  different  heads  of 
fupply,  and  the  ways  and  means 
for  the  year.  The  account  of  the 
latter  was  indeed  anticipated-  in 
the  datement  which  he  had  previ- 
oufly  given  ;  but  as  the  reader 
may  wifh  to  fee  a  conneded  table 
of  them,  it  is  given  below. 


SUPPLIES. 


Navy  - 

gk>  oa> 

17,496,047 

Army  - 

» 

I9^439ll89 

Ordnance 

<E>  «» 

4>534j57  1 

Mifcellaneous  - 

SO  <=• 

1,750,000 

Ead  India  Company 

au>  <*> 

1,500,000 

Swedifh  fubfidy 

- 

1, 100,000 

Vote  of  Credit  .  - 

- 

2,500,000 

Total  Joint  Charge 

48,319,807 

SEPARATE  CHARGES 

OF  GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

Deficiency  of  Malt  ( 1 806)  -  -  275,854 

Intered,  on  Exchequer  Bills  ( 1808)  1,400,000 

Exchequer  Bills  not  funded  »  4,024,200 

Five  per  cents  (1797)  to  be  paid  off  153,696 

- - -  5>853>745 

Total  Supplies  54,173,548 
Dedud  Iridi  proportion  of  Supply  and  Civil  Lid  5,868,515 

Total  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  48,305,033 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Duty  on  Malt  and  Penfions 
Bank  Advances 


3,000,000 

3,500,000 
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Unappropriated  Surplus  of  the  Coufolidated  Fund  at 
the  5  tb  of  April  - 

Eftimated  Surplus  of  ditto,  to  the  5  th  of  April,  1S09 
Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means,  1807 
War  Taxes  - 

Lottery  - 

Exchequer  Bills  to  be  iffued  to  replace  Bills  not  funded 
Ditto  for  the  Eaft  India  Company 
Exchequer  Bills,  part  of  10,500,000!.  charged  on 
Aids  1809,  to  replace  the  like  amount  on  Aids 
1808,  which  had  been  funded  - 
Loan 


Supplies 

Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means 


The  loan  was  concluded  on  the 
following  terms.  The  fum  bor¬ 
rowed  for  England  and  Ireland  was 
ten  millions  and  a  half,  of  which 
eight  were  for  the  fervice  of  this 
country.  The  whole  fum  was  to 
be  funded  in  the  4  per  cents,  $nd 
the  contractors  for  every  tool.  ad- 
vanced  to  the  public  were  to  re¬ 
ceive  1 1 81.  3s.  6d.  frock:  fo  that 
the  public  paid  for  every  icol. 
capital,  4I.  14s.  6|d.  intereft.  In 
confequence  of  the  loan  of  ten 
millions  and  a  half,  there  was  a 
capital  of  debt  created  to  the 
amount  of  12,408,375k,  of  which, 
after  deducting  a  proportion  of 
2-i7ths  for  Ireland,  making 
2,954,375k,  there  would  remain 
as  a  permanent  burthen  on  Great 
Britain,  9,454,000!.,  and  an  an¬ 
nual  charge  for  intereft  of  47  5,536k 
In  addition  to  this,  in  confequence 
of  the  meafure  of  funding  four 
millions  of  exchequer  bills,  there 
was  a  capital  of  debt  created  of 
4,239,215k  and  an  annual  charge 
for  intereft,  including  the  finking 
fund  and  management,  of  253,247k 
So  that  the  fum  to  be  provided  for 
by  taxes  was  : 

V o l .  L,  orVoL.  VIII.  New 


726,876 
3,500,000 
2,2.53,1 1 1 
20,000,000 
300,000 
500,000 
35500,00© 

I,l6l,00O 

8,000,000 


5^48,441,08 1 
48,305,033 

^136,048 

For  the  intereft  of  the 

loan  _  -  -  ^47  5>5S6 

For  the  intereft  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  Bills  funded  253,247 

Making  a  total  of  ^728,783 

This  annual  charge  was  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  following  manner : 

Short-Annuities  fallen  inT>  37  5,000 
Annual  Saving  in  the 
Management  of  the 

Public  Debt  -  65,000 

Increafe  upon  the  Afteftl 

ed  Taxes  -  -  120,000 

Stamp  Duties  -  -  r  170,000 

£730,000 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  from  funding  four 
millions  of  exchequer  bills,  w7hen 
flocks  were  at  63!,  and  by  bor¬ 
rowing  ten  millions  and.  a  hall  in. 
the  four  inftead  of  the  three  per 
cents,  there  had  refulted  a  faving 
to  the  public  of  four  millions  of 
capital  debt ;  and  that  by  the  Tin¬ 
gle  meafure  of  contracting  for  the 
loan  in  the  four  per  cents  there  was 
a  faving  of  3,100,000k  capital 
debt,  and  alfo  a  faving  in  the  an- 
S  Eriks,  [  F~]  nuaj. 
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nual  charge  of  2000I. ;  befides  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  redeem 
the  debt  at  comparatively  a  very 
inconfiderable  lofs.  In  anfwer  to 
fome  remarks  of  Mr.  Tierney, 
Mr.  HufkifTon  argued,  that  by  the 
mode  which  had  been  adopted,  the 
finking  fund  for  the  enfuing  year 
would  be  increafed,  and  form 
1  - 1; 5 1 h  part  of  the  whole  debt.  He 
fated,  as  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  this  circumftance  in  providing 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  country, 
and  of  courfe  leffening  the  depri¬ 
vations  to  which  the  people  were 
obliged  to  fubirsir,  that  where  we 
formerly  borrowed  money  at  the 
rate  of  8k  7s.  per  cent.,  we  now 
borrowed  at  the  rate  of  4I.  14*. 
fo  that  there  was  a  having  of  up¬ 
wards  of  3b  per  cent,  per  annum. 

On  the  27  th  of  May,  Mr.  E  of¬ 
fer  pro  poled  that  the  bank  of  Ire¬ 
land  fhould  be  permitted  to  in- 
creafe  its  capital  from  one  million 
and  a  half,  to  two  millions  and  a 
half,  the  interef  on  the  additional 
million  to  be  the  fame  as  on  the 
prefent  capital :  and  that  the  char¬ 
ter  of  the  governor  and  company 
fhould  be  continued  till  the  if  of 
January,  1837.  In  confideration 
of  thefe  advantages,  the  bank  was 
to  advance  1,2 5c, cock  to  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  period  of  the  charter, 
wnlcfs  minifiers  fhould,  upon  a  cer¬ 
tain  notice,  think  proper  to  pay 
it  fooner  ;  and  it  was  alfo  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  whole  debt  of  Ireland 
free  of  expence,  whatever  addition 
might  be  made  to  it.  Mr.  Tierney 
having  exprefled  a  diflike  of  the 
principle  of  borrowing  money  from 
the  hank,  while  the  reftridVion  of 
payments  in  fpecie  exifted,  Mr, 
Toiler  replied,  that  the  million 
was  to  be  raifed  by  the  bank  pro¬ 
prietors,  or  from  fubfcribers ;  and 
that  the  motive  for  the  renewal  of 


the  charter  did  not  arife  from  afty 
view  to  a  money  bargain,  but  to 
fecure  the  exiftence  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  difcount  at  5  per  cent* 
for  the  public, 

Mr.  Parnell  objefled  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  charter,  becaufe  is 
would  remove  the  tranfaftions  of 
the  bank  out  of  the  controul  of 
parliament ;  and  Mr.  Bankes  fated 
that  the  committee  whofe  report  he 
had  fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  expe¬ 
dient  to  continue  the  benefit  to  be 
attached  to  the  paper  of  the  na¬ 
tional  banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  by  its  exclufive  credit, 
longer  than  the  exigency  of  the 
times  required.  It  was  not  fit  that 
the  hands  of  the  legiflature  fhould 
be  tied  up,  whether  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  country  were  f© 
materially  changed,  as  to  throw 
an  increafed  benefit  into  the  hands 
of  the  bank  or  not.  He  thought 
that  an  additional  continuance  of 
the  charter  for  ten,  or  at  mofl 
fifteen,  years  would  be  fufficient  at 
prefent. 

A  curious  circumf  ance  was  men¬ 
tioned  by  Mr,  M.  Fitzgerald, 
who  faid,  ia  order  to  give  fome 
idea  of  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
jived  from  an  accredited  iffue  of 
paper,  one  banking  houfe  in  Ireland 
fee  up  on  the  price  of  a  captain’s 
commiffion  in  the  dragoons,  and 
that  it  afterwards  had  a  floating 
capital  to  the  amount  of  490,000k 
He  did  not  think  that  the  bank  of 
Ireland  was  entitled  to  much  favour 
from  the  legiflature,  as  at  the 
time  of  the  invafion  at  Bantry- 
bay,  under  general  Hoche,  the 
diredlors  of  it  refufed  to  advance 
money  to  government,  and  it  was 
by  the  money  of  a  loyal  individual 
that  the  army  was  then  put  in  mo¬ 
tion, 


The 
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The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
maintained  that  the  liberality  and 
loyalty  of  the  bank  of  Ireland 
could  not,  with  the  fmalleft  juftice, 
be  called  in  queftion,  The  pro- 
pofed  addition  to  its  capital  was 
only  one  million  Irifh  currency  ; 
and  the  fecurity  which  the  bank 
gave  to  individuals,  and  the  benefit 
that  it  afforded  to  the  public,  by  the 
gratuitous  management  of  the  debt, 
were  ample  reafons  for  the  renewal 
of  its  charter.  Mr.  Fofter’s  propofi- 
tions  were  then  agreed  to  without 
it  divifion. 

Mr.  Fofter  brought  forward  the 
Irifh  budget  on  the  8th  of  June, 
when  he  ftated  that  the  fums  re¬ 
quired  for  Ireland  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1808,  amounted  alto¬ 
gether  to  9^767,5501.  Irifh  cur¬ 
rency  ;  which  he  acknowledged 
to  be  a  very  large  fum  for  that 
country.  To  meet  this  he  enu¬ 
merated  various  items,  viz.  the 
ordinary  revenue  4,800,0001. ;  the 
loan  procured  in  England  for  the 
fervice  of  Ireland  2,708,3321.  ; 
the  loan  to  be  granted  by  the  bank 
of  Ireland  for  the  renewal  of  their 
charter,  1,250,0001.;  the  loan 
fettled  in  Ireland,  750,0001.  &c., 
making  in  the  whole  the  fum 
of  9,767,5501.  Irifh  currency. 
The  loan  arranged  in  Ireland  had 
been  contracted  for  in  the  three  and 
a  half  per  cents. ;  and  at  an  interefl 
not  exceeding  that  on  the  loan 
raifed  in  Great  Britain,  namely 
4I.  14s.  6d.  per  sent.  Thecharges 
per  annum  of  the  intereft  and  fink¬ 
ing  fund  of  the  three  loans  would 
be  as  follows  : 

The  loan  raifed  in  Ire¬ 
land  -  -  ££45,562 

The  bank  of  Ireland  lean  75,000 
The  loan  raifed  in  Eng¬ 
land  .  159,000 

Total  -  *£280,462 


In  order  to  raife  this  fum,  it 
would  he  neceffary  to  impofe  new 
taxes,  and  he  conceived  it  would 
be  better  not  to  create  a  number 
of  fmall  import?  ;  but  rather  to  lay 
on  a  large  tax  at  once,  in  fuch  a 
way  as  would  leaft  effeCt  the  com¬ 
munity  in  Ireland.  It  was  well 
known  that  in  Ireland,  as  well  as 
in  England,  the  diftilleries  evaded 
the  malt  duties  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  by  diftilling  from  raw 
corn  ;  he  therefore  purpofed  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  all  raw  corn  ufed  in  diftil- 
lation,  the  duties  at  prefen t  laid 
upon  malt.  It  was  alfo  his  inten. 
tion  to  fubjeCt  foreign  fpirits  im¬ 
ported  into  Ireland,  to  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty.  The  fums  arifing 
from  thefe  duties,  with  the  favysg 
in  the  management  of  the  debt, 
would  more  than  cover  the  charges 
of  the  intereft  and  finking  fund  of 
the  three  loans,  viz. 

Extenfion  of  the  malt 

duties  to  raw  corn, &c. £3 33,000 
Duty  on  foreign  fpirits  22,500 
Savings  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public 

debt  -  7,500 

•< 

Total  -  .£363,000 

Mr.  Parnell  remarked,  that  he 
could  not  agree  in  opinion  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  loan  for  1,250,000b  which 
he  had  negotiated  with  the  bank 
of  Ireland,  was  entitled  ro  thofe 
terms  of  approbation  which  he 
had  beftowed  on  it.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  confide  red  it  as  highly 
difadvantageous  for  the  public.  It 
this  fum  had  been  borrowed  in 
London,  inftead  of  the  public  hav¬ 
ing  to  pay  5I.  per  cent.,  they 
would  only  have  had  to  pay 
4I.  14s.  6d.  the  rate  at  which  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
[F  2]  this 
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this  country  had  made  the  loan  for 
England  a  few  days  fince  ;  fo  that 
the  public  fuftained  an  annual  lofs 
to  the  amount  of  the  difference  of 
the  intereft  on  this  fum.  The  re¬ 
newal  of  the  charter  to  the  bank 
of  Ireland,  by  which  it  would 
enjoy  for  fo  many  years  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  exclulive  rights  in  the 
banking  trade,  ought  to  have  pro¬ 
cured  better  terms  with  refped  to 
this  loan.  As  to  the  agreement  of 
the  bank  to  manage  the  public 
debt  gratis,  that  tranfadion  was, 
in  truth,  unfavourable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  if  at  the  fame  time  it  was  to 
be  underftood  that  the  bank  was  to 
make  no  allowance  for  the  balances 
of  the  public  money  which  lay  in 
its  hands.  Thofe  balances  amount¬ 
ed,  on  an  average  to  300,000b, 
and  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  finance,  the  nation  had  a 
juft  claim  to  be  allowed  five  per 
cent,  on  that  fum  ;  but  no  men¬ 
tion  being  made  of  thefe  balances, 
in  lieu  of  the  ftate  being  benefited 
by  the  fum  of  7000b  per  annum, 
becaufe  the  public  debt  would  be 
managed  without  any  charge,  it 
loft  8000b  which  was  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  15,000b  that 
the  public  had  a  right  to  receive  on 
the  balances  of  300,000!.  and  the 
70G0I.  which  the  bank  might  claim 
for  managing  the  debt.  In  anfvver 
to  what  had  been  faid  refpeding 
the  favour  which  the  bank  had 
conferred  on  the  country  by  ad¬ 
vancing  the  loan  of  1,250,000b 
the  honourable  member  maintained 
that  each  fubferiber  to  it  would  be 
able  to  fell  his  {hare,  immediately 
upon  the  bill  being  paffed  into  a 
law,  for  a  premium  of  20  or  30 
per  cent,  or  even  more.  Since,  if 
upon  a  capital  of  1,500,000!.,  the 
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bank  had  been  able  for  feveraf 
years  to  divide  a  profit  of  feven  per 
cent.,  and  a  bonus  of  5I.  per  cent, 
in  each  year,  and  if  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  fecured  to  it  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  all  thofe  means  by 
which  thefe  profits  had  been  made, 
the  addition  of  one  million  to  its 
former  capital  of  one  million  and  a 
half,  muft  inevitably  have  the  ope¬ 
ration  that  an  increafed  capital  had 
in  all  commercial  tranfadions  of 
augmenting  this  rate  of  profit. 
Praife  had  been  given  to  the  bank 
for  its  liberality  in  difeounting  at 
il.  per  cent,  below  the  legal  rate 
of  intereft;  but  all  the  bankers  of 
Dublin,  one  only  excepted,  did 
the  fame.  It  was  not  a  fair  way 
of  judging  how  far  this  was  a  libe¬ 
ral  pradice  or  rot,  by  referring  the 
cafe  to  the  law  which  fixed  the  rate 
of  intereft,  becaufe  the  only  crite¬ 
rion  of  judgment  was  the  value  of 
money  in  the  market;  and  when 
the  public  loans,  and  the  prices  of 
public  fecurities  fhowed  that  the 
value  of  money  was  not  even  5I. 
per  cent.,  it  could  not  be  urged 
that  the  bank  conferred  any  great 
favour  on  the  country  by  difeount¬ 
ing  at  that  rate.  The  great  ob- 
jedion,  however,  which  he  enter¬ 
tained  to  the  bargain  that  had  been 
made  with  the  bank  by  govern¬ 
ment,  he  faid,  arofe  from  a  con- 
vidion  of  the  impolicy  of  renewing 
the  charter  fo  long  as  the  reftridion 
of  cafh  payments  continued  ;  for  as 
long  as  the  bank  was  relieved  from 
the  neceflity  of  paying  its  notes  in 
fpecie,  it  was  at  liberty  to  iffue- 
any  quantity  of  them  it  thought 
proper.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to 
forget  that  the  paper  of  the  bank, 
had,  not  long  fmee,  been  depre¬ 
ciated  in  value  full  ten  per  cent,  in 
confequence  of  an  exceffive  iffue  of 

it, 
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it,  and  that  a  report  of  a  committee 
of  that  houfe  had  proved  this  depre¬ 
ciation  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  high 
rates  of  exchange  which,  for  a  few 
years,  exiiled  between  England  and 
Ireland.  No  reply  was  made  to 
tkefe  obfervations ;  but  in  anfwer 
to  lir  John  Newport,  who  made 
fome  enquiries  refpefting  the  col- 
ledors’  balances,  which,  he  faid, 
in  the  laft  year  had  increafed  by  the 
fum  of  6o,oocl.  Mr.  Fofter  ftated 


that  every  regulation  on  that  fub- 
jetff  had  been  enforced  without  e  fi¬ 
fed!,  but  that  government  was 
making  all  polhble  efforts  to  reduce 
the  balances,  and  he  had  great 
hopes  that  before  the  next  meeting 
of  parliament,  that  objedt  would 
be  accomplifhed.  The  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  then  moved 
the  refolutions  connected  with  the 
budget,  which  were  carried. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Debates  on  the  mutiny  bill.  Lord  Caftlereagh' s  motion  for  introducing  a  clattfe 
into  the  bill  to  permit  men  to  in  l if  in  the  army  for  life  :  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Windham ,  but  carried.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  propofes  a  claufe  to  prevent 
officers  from  being  difmiffied  from  the  army  by  any  other  means  than  the  J en¬ 
teric  e  of  a  court. martial :  He  is  induced  to  r withdraw  it:  When  the  bill  is 
carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  the  alteration  in  it  is  combated  by  the  duke 
of  Gloucefer ,  the  earls  of  Darnley ,  Grofvenor ,  and  lord  King ;  and  f up- 
ported  by  the  earl  of  Buckiughamjhire ,  and  the  lords  Boringdon  and  Mel¬ 
ville:  Singular  fpeech  of  v  if  count  Melville  commented  on  by  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter  :  The  bill  puffed :  Reflections  on  the  principle  of  limited  fervice. 
Difcujjions  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the  bill  for  eflahlfhiug  a  local  militia  : 
Summary  of  the  arguments  for  and  againft  the  meafure:  Objection  to  it  urged 
by  Sir  Francis  Burdett:  The  propofal  and  motion  of  earl  Temple  refpe  Cling 
corporal  punijhment  rejected:  The  bill  carried  through  both  houfes  of  the 
legiflature .  An  aft  paffied  for  raifng  a  local  militia  in  Scotland.  Di- 
minijhed  grant  to  the  college  at  May  nooth :  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Fofler ,  fir 
John  Newport ,  Mr.  Ponjonby ,  fr  Arthur  Wei l (fley ,  the  chancellor  cf 
the  exchequer ,  Mr.  Grattany  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald ,  Mr.  Parnell,  colonel 
Montague  Matthew ,  Mr.  Charles  Wynn,  Mr.  Wilber  force,  Mr.  Stephens, 
and  Dr.  Duigenan  thereon .  Mr.  Barham  s  motion  refpe  Cling  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Duigenan  to  a  feat  in  the  privy  council  of  Ireland  negatived. 
Debate  on  the  Roman  Catholic  petition  in  the  houfe  of  commons  :  Mr.  Grattan 
moves  that  the  petition  Jhould  be  referred  to  a  committee  cf  the  whole  heufe : 
The  motion  lofl.  Lord  Grenville  makes  a  motion  to  the  fame  effect  in  the 
upper  houfe;  but  without  fuccefs :  Protejl  againfl  rejecting  the  petition 
Jigned  by  a  confiderable  number  of  peers.  ACis  paffied  by  the  legiflature 
for  enforcing  the  refdence  of  fpiritual  perfons  in  Ireland,  and  to  make 
provijlon  for  building ,  and  rebuilding  churches,  chapels,  and  glebe  houfes, 
as  well  as  for  the  purchafe  of  glebe  lands,  glebe  houfes  and  impropriations, 
in  that  country.  Qbfervations  of  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Perceval, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  concerning  the 
commutation  of  tithes  in  Ireland . 

When* 
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XII 7 HEN  the  fecretary  at  war 
*  *  produced  the  army  efti- 
matesj  he  a  flu  red  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  that  the  military  force  for 
which  it  was  called  upon  to  pro¬ 
vide,  was  in  point  of  difcipline 
equal  to  any  army  in  the  world, 
and  in  point  of  numbers,  fuperior 
to  any  this  country  ever  had.  The 
amount  of  it  in  regulars  and  militia 
was  not  lefs  than  three  hundred 
thoufand  men.  It  alfo  contained  a 
greater  proportion  of  effective  men 
than  it  had  ever  been  known  to 
poflefs,  and  the  aftual  ftrength  of 
it  was  as  near  the  eftablifhment  as 
poffible,  being  only  thirteen  thou¬ 
fand  fhort  of  the  regulated  num¬ 
ber.  The  increafe  from  the  laft 
year  confifled  chiefly  in  regular 
difpofable  infantry.  The  cavalry 
was  on  the  fame  footing  as  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  mi¬ 
litia  approached  its  full  comple¬ 
ment  as  much  as  ever,  after 
having  given  twenty. four  thoufand 
difciplined  men  to  the  line,  and  the 
condition  of  the  foreign  corps  was 
In  every  refpebt  farisfa&ory. 

Notwifhftanding  it  thus  appeared 
that  minifters  had  every  reafon  to 
be  content  with  the  means  which 
had  produced  this  flourifhing  date 
of  the  army,  they  were  determined 
to  counteract  the  fy'item  of  enlift ing 
for  a  term  of  years  fuggefted  by 
their  predeceffors,  and  lanciioned 
by  the  approbation  of  parliament. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  iecretary  at 
war  gave  notice,  that  a  claufe 
would  be  inferted  in  the  mutiny 
bill  to  empower  men  to  enlift  for 
life,  and  when  on  the  8th  of  March, 
the  houfe  of  commons  went  into  a 
committee  to  conflder  the  bill,  lord 
Gaft  lereagh  gave  his  reafons  for  pro- 
poflntr  the  alteration.  Hefaid  that 

fl  O  9 

to  many  parts  of  Mr.  Windham’s 


fyftem  he  had  no  objection.  He 
highly  approved  of  the  inducements 
held  forth  to  certain  defcriptions 
of  men  to  enter  the  army,  by  the 
liberty  to  engage  for  limited  fer- 
vice,  and  by  the  creation  of  addi¬ 
tional  penftonS;  but  why  fhould 
limited  fervice  be  in  a  manner  en¬ 
forced  to  the  total  exclufion  of  ex¬ 
tended  fervice,  even  when  men 
were  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  defi- 
rous  to  enter  without  limitation  ? 
During  the  period  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman’s  meafure 
had  been  in  force,  it  had  not  aug¬ 
mented  the  prior  ftrength  of  the 
army.  In  the  eighteen  months  pre¬ 
ceding  thecommencement  of  its  ope¬ 
ration  30,748  men  were  raifed,  In 
the  eighteen  months  while  that 
meafure  was  effective,  the  number 
raifed  was  only  26,040,  being  a 
diminution  of  4000.  The  prefent 
regular  army  of  the  line  confifted 
of  204,000  men,  and  he  was  forry 
to  fay  that  of  thcfe,  including  the 
men  enlifted  under  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman’s  plan,  full 
70,000  were  engaged  for  limited 
fervice ;  for  befides  the  26,040 
men  before  alluded  to,  the  foreign 
corps  were  from  their  origin  raifed 
for  a  limited  time,  the  fervice  of 
the  garrifon  battalions  was  alfo 
limited,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
volunteers  from  the  militia,  with 
the  exception  of  fix  or  feven  thou¬ 
fand.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
principle  of  limited  fervice  ought 
always  to  form  part  of  our  military 
code ;  and  he  was  fatisfied  that 
without  it,  the  number  of  our  army 
could  not  be  kept  up.  But  let  it 
be  ferionfly  confidered  what  would 
be  theconfequence  of  making  it  the 
exclufive  principle.  With  no  lefs 
than  ninety  thoufand  men  employed 
foreign  and  colonial  duty,  how 

would 
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would  it  be  poffible  to  maintain  an 
efficient  army  in  our  diftant  poffef- 
feffions,  if  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
bring  home  the  men  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  a  fhort  period  of  ferviee  ? 
Every  foldier  fent  to  India  coil 
iool.  for  his  conveyance  out  and 
home,  and  if  a  regiment  was  to  be 
lent  out,  the  whole  or  greater  part 
of  which  mu  ft  be  brought  back  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  how  little 
duty  could  be  performed  for  an 
expence  fo  enormous.  In  a  more 
general  view  of  the  queftion,  it 
was  a  matter  of  importance  to  think 
think  that  the  men  enlifted  this 
year  would  be  all  entitled  to  their 
difcharge  at  the  fame  time  in  feven 
years.  The  principle,  too,  of  en- 
lifting  men  for  limited  ferviee 
might  have  an  injurious  effed;  on  a 
peace  eftablifhment.  Suppofe  a 
peace  eftablifhment  confifted  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  men,  and  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  of  thefe  were  to  be 
difeharged  in  one  year,  and  a  war 
to  follow  in  that  year  or  the  next, 
what  would  be  the  ft  ate  of  the 
country  ?  He  contended  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  mea- 
fure  would  not  cover  its  own  wafte, 
and  that  of  the  army  in  general. 
It  might  be  faid  that  though  the 
ordinary  recruiting  under  that  mea- 
fure  was  not  equally  productive, 
as  the  ordinarv  recruiting  before, 
combined  with  the  additional  force 
ad,  it  was  fuperior  to  the  ordinary 
recruiting  alone.  Certainly  it  was 
fo  ;  but  then  the  additional  force 
ad  was  becoming  every  day  more 
produdive,  when  it  was  repealed. 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  in  the  conclufion 
of  his  fpeech,  feemed  to  have  for¬ 
gotten  that  he  had  let  out  with 

O 

applauding  the  principle  of  giving 
additional  penfions  to  veterans,  for 
lie  declared  that  one  part  only  of 


the  right  honourable  gentleman’s 
plan  was  not  fpeculative,  and  that 
was  the  permanent  burthen  of 
450,000).  a  year  which  it  impoftd 
on  the  country,  in  the  fhape  of 
additional  penfions  ;  and  thefe, 
with  furprifmg  inconftftency,  he 
pronounced  to  be  an  incumbrance 
which  my. ft  continually  increafb  f 
The  noble  lord  then  added,  that  lie 
conceived  the  motives  .which  he 
had  adduced,  would  evince  the 
propriety  of  not  depriving  fuch 
tnen  as  were  inclined,  of  a  fair 
option  to  enlift  for  life. 

Mr.  Windham  reprobated  the 
hafte  with  which  it  was  intended 
to  carry  this  proceeding  through 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  owing 
to  the  neceffity  for  palling  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill,  and  con  trailed  the  fhort 
notice  given  on  the  occafion,  with 
the  length  of  time  afforded  by 
himfelf,  when  in  office,  for  a  due 
confideration  of  the  merits  of  li¬ 
mited  and  unlimited  ferviee.  The 
claufe  row  propofed,  he  affirmed, 
tended  gradually  to  undermine  the 
fyftem  introduced  two  years  ago. 
Did  the  noble  lord  mean  that  the 
men  engaged  for  unlimited  ferviee 
fhould  be  kept  in  diftindl  bodies, 
and  be  appropriated  to  foreign  fer- 
vice  ?  It  would  be  eafy  to  fee  the 
inconvenience  which  would  refult 
from  that  courfe,  and  the  impof- 
fibility,  indeed,  of  executing  it. 
As  the  numbers  muft  be  unequal, 
how  were  they  to  be  diftributed 
between  the  two  battalions?  If 
the  men  engaged  on  different  con¬ 
ditions  were  not  to  be  feparated, 
the  difconteiUs  that  would  prevail 
in  the  army,  and  the  injuries  which 
would  be  done  to  difeipline,  by 
having  men  enlifted  In  an  incon- 
fiderate  moment  for  life,  by  the 
fide  of  men  who  had  entered  only 

for 
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for  a  term  of  years,  were  too  ftrik- 
ina:  to  needelucidadon.  The  noble 
lord  had  denied  him  the  credit  of 
making  any  addition  to  the  army. 
It  was  a  credit  which  he  had  never 
claimed.  His  meafure  had  been  in 
full  operation,  not,  as  the  noble 
lord  had  laid,  for  eighteen  months, 
but  for  twelve;  and  during  thofe 
twelve  months,  fuch  had  been  its 
effects,  as  to  leave  the  advocates 
of  th.e  plan  nothing  to  require, 
however  much  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  refult  of  a  farther 
trial.  In  the  firft  quarter,  it  had 
produced,  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
thoufand  men  in  the  year ;  in 
the  fecond,  at  the  rate  of  thir¬ 
teen  thoufand ;  in  the  third,  at 
the  rate  of  t wen ty-one-f thoufand  ; 
and  in  the  fourth  quarter,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty -four  thoufand.  It 
was  certainly  no  little  praife  that 
it  fo  foon  equalled  the  effeCI  of  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  re¬ 
cruiting  which  was  in  force  before 
it ;  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
achieved  its  purpofe  was,  in  itfelf, 
fufficient  to  give  it  a  fuperiority 
over  the  meafures  which  weie 
brought  in  comparifon  with  it.  As 
to  the  increaied  allowance  from 
Chelfea,  that  was  a  reward  which 
flood  on  its  own  grounds,  and 
ought  to  he  given  on  the  bare  con- 
fiderations  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
The  military  plan  which  he  had 
brought  forward,  proceeded  on  the 
principle  of  meliorating  the  future 
condition  of  the  foldiers,  by  the 
profpedt  of  future  advantages  ;  it 
was  neceffary  therefore,  that  the 
people  ihpuld  be  infpired  with  con¬ 
fidence  to  give  it  due  effect ;  but 
the  claufe  now  propofed  went  to 
deflrov  confidence  and  diffufe  dif- 
truft.  If  it  were  intended  eventu¬ 
ally  to  allow  the  foldiers  who  had 
eniiited  for  a  term  of  years  to 


change  that  term  for  life,  it  would 
be  an  atrocious  breach  of  faith  ; 
for  the  prohibition  then  exifting 
was  the  protection  of  the  foldier, 
and  were  it  to  be  removed,  he 
would  be  expofed  to  the  felicita¬ 
tions  and,  unlefs  he  complied  with 
them,  ultimately  to  the  ven¬ 
geance,  of  his  officers.  Mr,  Wind¬ 
ham  expreffed  his  hopes  that  the 
houfe  would  rife  with  one  common 
feeling  of  indignation  againft  the  in- 
fid  ious  attempt,  which  was  made 
without  any  plaufible  pretext  what¬ 
ever,  to  deftroy  that  which,  after 
deliberate  and  repeated  difcufiion, 
had  received  the  folemn  fandlion 
of  parliament.  Mr.  Windham’s 
hopes  were  difappointed,  for  the 
claufe  was  voted  by  a  majority  of 
ioo. 

On  the  third  reading  of  A/r  , 

,  .  Mt  -  ^  •  n  March 
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dett  propofed  a  claufe  to 
prevent  officers  from  being  dif- 
mi fifed  from  the  army  by  any 
other  means  than  the  fentence  of  a 
court  martial,  but  after  fome  dif- 
cuffion,  he  was  induced  to  with¬ 
draw  it.  When  the  bill  A/r  , 
was  carried  up  to  the  houie  ~ 
of  lords,  the  duke  of  Glou-  1 
cefler  oppofed  the  intended  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  terms  of  enliflment.  He 
contended  that  thefyftem  of  limited 
fervice  was  approved  of  by  the 
moft  experienced  military  men  of 
this  country,  and  by  the  ableffi 
generals  of  foreign  countries.  It 
was  a  fyflem  that  was  gradually 
improving,  and  that  promifed  the 
faired  refults.  He  was  forry  that 
its  progrefs  fhculd  be  interrupted, 
and  being  convinced  that  the 
change  would  be  mifehievous,  he 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
words  granting  the  power  of  en- 
lifling  for  life  ftiould  be  left  out  of 
the  claufe 0 
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Lord  King,  with  the  earls  of 
Darnley  and  GrofVenor,  fupported 
the  plan  for  limited  fervice,  and 
complained  that  the  prefent  claufe 
was  infer  ted  in  the  bill  only  with 
an  infidious  intention  of  undermin¬ 
ing  it.  Lord  Boringdon  and  the 
earl  of  Buckingharnfhire  faid,  that 
they  were  fatisfied  from  experience, 
that  a  mixture  of  the  two  fyftems 
in  quedion  was  heft  calculated  lor 
the  various  ciramiftances  of  the 
empire.  Lord  Melville  entered 
more  at  large  into  the  bufinefs.  He 
di diked  the  freouent  interference^' 

i 

the  legillature  in  what  regarded 
our  military  eftabiifhment.  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  bed  entruded  to 
the  care  and  management  of  the 
chief  executive  magidrate  ;  and  it 
was  found  of  late  to  improve  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  illuftrious  per- 
fonage,  to  whole  hands  the  fove- 
rei.yn  had  confided  it.  The  conn- 
try  never  had  an  army  fo  numerous 
and  well  appointed  as  that  which 
it  had  to  bead  of  at  the  prefent 
moment:  and  how  was  that  army 
acquired  ?  Lot  by  any  one  plan 
or  exertion  ;  not  by  metaphyfical 
recruiting,  and  a  philofophical  in- 
vedigation  of  the  moral  propenfi- 
ties  and  habits  of  men;  but  by  a 
combination  of  various  plans  and 
various  exertions,  adapted  to  the 
nature  and  employments  of  men  as 
they  were  to  be  found,  and  to  the 
various  exigences  of  the  country. 
As  no  one  fydern  or  exertion  had 
raifed  our  military  force  to  its  ex- 
iding  amount  and  perfection,  fo  no 
one  plan  or  exertion  could  roaintain 
it  in  that  defirable  date.  He 
confequently  w idled  that  the  two 
fydems  under  difculfion  might  be 
united.  The  noble  vifeount  in 
examining  the  merits  of  limited 
fervice  as  an  exclufive  meafure,  ob- 
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ferved,  that  it  was  faid  enlidment 
for  a  term  of  years  would  introduce 
a  better  defeription  of  men  into 
the  army.  What  was  meant  by  a 
better  defeription  of  men  ?  Would 
they  be  taller  or  fliorter,  or  broader 
or  thinner  ?  Thofe  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  formed  the  Britidi  armies 
were  men  of  dout  hearts — men  of 
fpiiit  and  courage — lovers  of  bold, 
enterprif-.  Thefe  were  the  mate¬ 
rials  of  which  an  army  mud  be 
compofed.  Give  him  fuch  men, 
though  not  of  the  better  defer ip-^ 
tion.  The  word  men  were  the  fit¬ 
ted  for  foidiers — keep  the  better  at 
home. 

The  duke  of  Glouceder  anfwered 
this  indecorous  fally  with  great 
animation  and  dignity.  He  ex^- 
prelfed  his  concern  that  his  lord- 
fhip  diould  have  reprefented  profii- 
uates,  who  were  indnfible  to  the 

O  7 

blefiings  of  exidence,  as  mod  fuitedl 
to  the  painful  but  honourable  du¬ 
ties  of  a  military  lile.  According; 
to  the  duke’s  conception  of  the 
cafe,  according  to  his  experience  of 
the  character  of  the  foldier,  that 
man  was  mod  patient  under  fuller¬ 
ing  in  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
who  held  mod  facred  the  perfonal 
and  foclal  duties  ;  and  he  was  mod 
ready  to  refign  his  life  in  the  field 
of  battle,  who  knew  that  without 
fortitude,  all  which  he  edimated 
mod  highly  mud  be  furrendereck 
From  what  portion  of  the  annals  of 
military  enterprife  did  the  noble 
vifeount  draw  his  inference,  that 
profligates  were  mod  fuited  to  the 
purpofes  of  national  defence  ?  He 
conjured  their  lordfhips  to  con  lid  er 
the  importance  of  rendering  the 
army  honourable  in  this  perilous 
crifis,  that  both  the  moral  and  phy- 
flcal  energies  of  the  country  might 
be  combined  for  its  fecurity. 


The 
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The  amendment  offered  by  the 
duke  of  Gioucefter  was  negatived 
without  a  divifion,  and  the  bill 
with  the  new  claufe  was  palled  by 
the  lords  ;  but  a  proteft  again!!  the 
innovation  was  Signed  by  the  earls 
of  Jerfey  and  Elfex,  earl  Grey,  and 
the  lords  Holland  and  Cawdor. 

That  the  principle  of  limited 
Service  would  ever  induce  a  fuperior 
defcription  of  perfons,  to  thofe 
who  ufually  have  filled  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  to  embrace  the  life  of  a 
foldier,  is  not  reasonably  to  be 
expected.  Contra  fled  with  the 
condition  of  the  daily  labourer  and 
the  inexpert  mechanic,  that  of  a 
private  in  a  regiment,  from  the 
certainty  of  the  pay,  and  of  proper 
attention  in  ficknefs,  may  be  pre¬ 
ferred  ;  but  to  fuppofe  that  the 
able  and  diligent  artifan  could  ever 
be  allured  to  give  up  Superior  emo¬ 
lument,  and  the  free  control?!  of  his 
own  actions,  for  the  hardships  and 
penis  of  military  duties,  is  wild 
and  romantic.  Equally  improba¬ 
ble  is  the  expectation,  that  the  in¬ 
ferior  farmer  or  fhopkeeper  would 
ever  encourage  a  military  propen¬ 
sity  in  his  Son,  The  order  of  per¬ 
sons,  therefore,  who  compofe  the 
body  of  the  troops  would  be  the 
fume,  or  nearly  the  fame,  whether 
the  Service  were  limited  or  not. 
If  however  the  plan  of  enlifting 
for  a  term  of  years  could  not  pro¬ 
cure  mere  refpe&able  individuals 

A 

for  the  army  in  the  fir  it  initance,  in¬ 
dependently  of  the  humanity  of  per¬ 
mitting  the.  Soldiers  to  retire  at  the 
end  of  a  certain  term  of  duty,  it 
would  manifeflly  improve  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  comforts  of  the  Subjects 
enrolled.  The  option  of  with¬ 
drawing  from  the  Service  muff  ne- 
ceffarily  give  them  a  higher  consi¬ 
deration  for  themfelves,  and  felf  re- 


fpeift  is  a  ftrong  motive  for  good 
conduct.  The  idea  which  a  man 
might  entertain  that  he  fhould 
poffibly  chufe  again  to  return  to 
peaceful  purfuits,  and  fubfiti  by  the 
fruits  of  his  own  independent  ex¬ 
ertions,  would  naturally  tend  to 
promote  habits  of  regularity  and 
Sobriety.  Thus  the  privates  of  re¬ 
giments  would,  in  all  likelihood, 
become  better  men,  and  conse¬ 
quently  better  Soldiers.  In  a  con- 
ftitutional  point  of  view,  the  plan 
of  limited  Service  is  un-queflionably 
advantageous.  It  may  obviate  or 
mitigate  the  objections  which  the 
bell  legal  authorities  have  fo  jullly 
advanced  againft  placing  a  large 
portion  of  the  community  under 
martial  law,  and  diminifh  the  in¬ 
convenience  and  danger  of  main-, 
taining  a  Standing  army  in  a  free 
country,  by  throwing  a  great  mafs 
of  its  numbers  again  into  the  rank 
of  citizens  ;  at  all  events  it  would, 
in  a  confiderable  meafure,  annihi¬ 
late  that  envy  of  the  freedom  of 
others,  and  the  attendant  defire  to 
reduce  it,  from  which  fir  William 
Blaekftone  has  augured  refults  lo 
baneful.  As  far  as  relates  to  colo¬ 
nial  defence,  the  plan  might  be  ex¬ 
pend  ve  ;  but  the  benefits  ariftng 
from  it,  vaftly  preponderate  over 
the  evils.  In  military  refpe&s,  no 
detriment  could  enfue  from  it ;  for 
the  force  would  be  permanent, 
though  the  materials  of  which  it 
was  compofed  might  be  changed  or 
renewed'.  The  chief  benefit,  both 
to  the  foldier  and  the  conllitution, 
of  the  country,  likely  to  enfue 
from  the  principle  of  limited  Ser¬ 
vice  depends  on  its  being  confti- 
tuted  an  invariable  rule  of  aftion. 
The  vital  e {fence  of  it  was  de¬ 
frayed  by  making  it  only  a  com¬ 
ponent  part  of  the  military  fyftem. 

An 
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An  important  arrano-ement  was 

*  o 

made  for  the  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try  by  the  bill  for  eftablifhing  a 
local  militia,  the  nature  of  which 
lord  Caftlereagh  explained  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  12th  of 
April.  The  noble  lord  pointed 
out  the  inconveniences  and  grie¬ 
vances,  which,  according  to  his 
fentiments,  attended  the  Training 
AT  fuggefted  by  his  predeceffor  in 
office.  That  aT  he4alfo  conceived 
to  be  ufelefs,  becaufe  the  men, 
called  out  under  its  provifions, 
were  not  exercifed  in  regiments ; 
and  confequently  the  inllruTion 
which  they  received  would  not 
qualify  them  to  fall  into  the  ranks 
with  battalions  of  regulars  or  of 
the  militia,  in  cafes  of  neceffity. 
Lord  Caftlereagh  then  proceeded 
to  defcribe  his  plan.  This  was  to 
eftablifh  a  force,  which,  including 
the  volunteers,  fnould  be  equal  to 
fx  times  the  number  of  the  militia. 
With  refpeT  to  the  volunteers,  he 
was  prepared  to  Hate,  that  as  long 
as  they  could  with  convenience  give 
their  fervices  to  the  country,  go¬ 
vernment  would  not  defire  any 
more  effeTual  force  ;  but  it  was  ef- 
fential  to  fix  and  organize  a  perma¬ 
nent  force,  which  would  always 
fubfift  to  the  fame  amount.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  returns,  the  ef¬ 
fective  ftrength  of  the  volunteers  in 
Great  Britain  was  290,000  men, 
of  whom  at  the  laft  infpeCion, 
240,000  were  aTually  under  arms, 
and  reported  to  be  in  fuch  a  date 
of  difcipline  as  to  be  capable  of 
acting  with  the  line.  When  the 
grofs  amount  of  the  volunteers  was 
compared  with  the  number  to 
which  they  were  to  be  limited, 
viz.  fix  times  that  of  the  militia, 
or.  330,000  tor  Great  Britain, 
there  was  found  a  deficiency  of 


from  30,000  to  40,000  men  on  the 
aggregate.  But  when  this  defici¬ 
ency  came  to  be  fubdivided,  there 
was  difcovered  an  inequality, 
fome  of  the  counties  being  more 
deficient  and  fome  lefs  ;  and  the 
confequence  of  this  inequality  was 
that  fixty  thoufand  men  would  be 
wanted  to  complete  the  eftablifh - 
ment.  He  propofed  therefore  to 
give  to  the  crown  a  power  to  create 
a  local  militia  to  that  amount  in 
the  firft  inftance,  to  be  increafed  in 
proportion  as  the  volunteers  fhould 
diminifh  in  number,  and  to  fu  per  Cede 
them  totally,  if  they  fhould  with-? 
draw  their  fervices  in  the  event  of 
peace.  This  militia  was  to  be  raifed 
by  ballot,  which  was  to  apply  to  all 
peiffions  between  the  ages  of  1  8  and 
35,  but  a  fmaii  bounty  of  two  or 
three  guineas  was  to  be  given  to 
fuch  as  would  voluntarily  enter  ; 
and  to  prevent  the  confufion  of  a 
too  frequent  recurrence  to  the  bal¬ 
lot,  the  engagement  to  ferve  was  to 
be  for  a  certain  time.  The  period  of 
excrcife  was  to  be  twenty-eight 
days  in  the  year,  excluflve  of  the 
days  of  arriving  at  and  departure 
from  the  place  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  ;  lor  which  extra  days  the 
pay  and  fub  ft  lienee  affigned  to  his 
majefty’s  troops  on  march  were  to 
be  allowed  ;  but  the  days  of  exer- 
cife  were  not  be  conlecutive.  No 
fubftitutes  were  to  be  permitted, 
yet  in  order  that  the  higheft  daffies 
fhould  not  be  improperly  mixed 
with  the  lowed,  parties  might  be 
exempted  upon  the  payment  of  a 
fine  of  fuch  magnitude  as  to  dif- 
courage  a  recou rfe  to  it.  All  in. 
furances  made  with  a  view  of  mi¬ 
tigating  this  fine  were  to  be  pro¬ 
hibited.  The  men  belonging  to 
thefe  local  corps  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  enlift  in  the  regular 
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army  or  militia,  during  the  time 
they  were  embodied.  The  quali¬ 
fications  for  the  officers  were  to  be 
precifely  the  fame  as  for  thofe  of 
the  militia,  retired  field  officers  of 
the  line,  however,  were  to  be  eli¬ 
gible  to  commiffions  according  to 
their  refpeftive  ranks  without  qua¬ 
lifications,  if  perfons  of  adequate 
fortune  could  not  be  induced  to  be¬ 
come  held  officers.  It  was  con¬ 
ceived  that  volunteer  corps  might, 
in  many  infiances,  wifh  to  change 
the  nature  of  their  engagements, 
and  become  corps  of  local  militia, 
to  avoid  the  expences  of  their  own 
eftablifhments,  and  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  up  a  flock  purfe.  This 
difpofition  was  to  be  encouraged, 
becaufe  the  local  militia  would  al¬ 
ways  be  effective. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time 
on  the  2d  of  May,  when,  at  the 
infiance  of  lord  Caftlereagh,  feveral 
regulations  were  adopted.  Perfons 
who  had  ferved  in  the  militia  were 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
meafure.  No  decifion  of  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  any  volunteer  corps  to  pafs 
into  the  local  militia  was  to  bind 
thofe  who  were  not  inclined  to 
luck  a  change  of  fervice  ;  but  if  a 
corps  of  volunteers  did  commute 
its  engagements,  the  officers  of  it 
were  to  retain  their  different  ranks 
In  the  local  militia,  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  were  to  be  difpenfed  with. 
Individuals  in  the  local  militia, 
whole  circumflances  might  oblige 
them  to  transfer  their  refidence 
from  one  county  to  another, 
were  alfo  enabled  to  transfer  their 
fervices  to  the  local  militia  of  the 
county  in  which  they  took  up 
their  abode.  The  fame  provifion  was 
to  be  made  for  the  families  of  the 
men,  if  dependent  on  their  iabour, 
as  were  granted  to  thofe  of  volun¬ 


teers,  when  on  permanent  duty, 
Thefe  corps  alfo,  during  the  period 
for  which  they  were  called  out, 
were  to  be  placed  under  the  fuper- 
intendence  of  officers  of  the  line. 
Other  improvements  in  the  bill 
were  made  in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of 
it  through  the  houfe.  Perfons 
above  thirty  years  of  age,  and  poor 
men  who  had  three  children,  wers 
exempted  from  the  ballot.  The 
firft  on  the  fuggeltion  of  fir  W.  W. 
Wynn,  and  the  latter  on  that  of 
Mr.  Charles  Wynn. 

Sex  ere  comments  were  made  on 
this  meafure  by  Mr.  Windham, 
colonel  Shipley',  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Calcraft,  and  fir  Francis  Bur- 
dett.  It  was  advanced  that  the 
plan  would  open  a  fource  of  pa¬ 
tronage  and  influence  to  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  appointment  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  clerks  of  divifions,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution  without  much  inconve¬ 
nience,  confiderable  expence,  and 
great  prejudice  to  the  morals  of 
thofe  who  were  to  be  embodied 
under  its  provifions.  The  volun¬ 
teers  were  to  have  rewards  given 
to  them  for  transferring  them-* 
felves  to  the  militia,  and  were 
thus  unneceffmly  taken  from  a 
ffation  in  which  they  were  of  ef- 
fential  fervice.  It  was  cruel  to 
compel  thofe  to  aft  with  whofe  in¬ 
terests  it  might  ferioufly  interfere. 
It  went  to  drag  the  peafant  from 
his  home,  from  his  farm,  from  the 
family  which  looked  to  him  for 
fupport.  It  would  be  injurious  to 
petty  tradefmen  and  others,  for 
many  perfons  who  had  nobody  to 
attend  to  their  daily  bufmefs,  in 
their  abfence  would  be  ruined.  It 
was  an  oppreffive  feature  of  the 
bill,  that  it  prevented  the  allevia¬ 
tion  of  the  burthen  that  might  fall 
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©n  individuals  by  infurance;  and 
to  compel  fuch  as  claimed  exemp¬ 
tion  upon  the  payment  of  fines,  to 
fwear  that  they  had  not  infured 
themfelves  againft  thofe  fines,  or 
any  part  thereof,  would  promote 
perjury.  The  claufe  refuting  ex¬ 
emption  to  apprentices  was  ex¬ 
tremely  detrimental  :  their  matters 
would  fuffer  by  lotting  their  tter- 
vices  at  an  age  when  apprentices 
were  raoft  utteful  to  them,  and  the 
voun»  men  would  be  taken  from 

O  t 

their  employments,  and  fall  into 
habits  inconttiftent  with  their  oc¬ 
cupations. 

An  objection  of  conttderable 
importance  was  urged  by  fir 
Francis  Burdett,  who  declared  that 
he  had  no  diflike  to  a  confcription, 
in  the  full  ttenfe  of  the  word.  He 
could  never  confider  it  a  hardfhip 
on  a  man  to  be  called  upon  to  de¬ 
fend  his  home  and  his  country,  or 
to  qualify  himfelf  for  that  necef- 
fity  ;  but  before  he  could  confent 
to  fubjeCt  the  Britifh  people  to  any 
general  call  of  this  nature,  he 
mutt  demand  an  amendment  in  the 
military  code.  He  could  never 
allow  the  Britifh  people  to  be  fub¬ 
jeCt:  to  a  punifhment  which  was 
now  the  exclufive  difgrace  of  the 
Britifh  army  and  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  :  he  meant  the  lafh .  When 
by  a  voluntary  fale  of  themfelves, 
individual  foldiers  become  liable 
to  that  mode  of  correction,  it  was 
a  fuflicient  fhame  to  the  country 
that  permitted  fuch  an  abufe;  but 
he  would  not  fuffer  the  people  to 
be  brought  into  that  condition  by 
compulfory  enactments.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  unfortunately  weakened 
the  force  of  his  arguments  by  the 
molt  acrimonious  allufions  to  the 
conduct  of  lord  Caftlereagh,  when 
in  a  minitterial  capacity  under  the 


lrifh  government.  Lord  Cattle- 
reagh  did  not  attempt  to  reply  to 
the  objection,  and  perhaps,  in¬ 
deed,  it  was  unanfwerable.  His 
lordfnip  contented  himfelf  with 
meiely  faying,  that  he  did  not 
think  the  obfervations  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  baronet  detracted  much 
from  the  value  of  the  propofed 
plan.  Lord  Temple  however,  to 
whom  this  remark  appeared  by  not 
means  fatisfaCtory,  on 
another  occafion,  pro. 
pofed  that  a  court  martial  on  men 
in  the  local  militia,  fhouid  have 
the  power  of  inflicting  on  them 
any  punifhment  but  corporal  chaf- 
tifement,  which  fhouid  not  be  im» 
pofed  on  them  without  the  confent 
of  his  majefty,  conveyed  through 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county. 
This  moderate  provifion  was  op- 
pofed  by  lord  Cattlereagh,  who 
contended  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
proper  to  have  one  law  for  the  re¬ 
gular,  and  another  for  the  local 
militia.  Lord  Temple,  with  laud¬ 
able  perfeverance,  afterwards  mov¬ 
ed  a  claufe,  ftipulating  that  no  fen- 
tepce  impofing  a  corporal  pumfh~ 
ment  fhouid  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  till  it  had  received  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  majetty,  but  it  was 
rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  few 
members  who  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  for  the  talk  of  defending 
it  devolved  chiefly  on  lord  Cattle¬ 
reagh,  that  to  the  working  manu¬ 
facturer  who  could  earn  fix  (hillings 
a  day,  the  fervice  preferibed 
would  be  difagreeable ;  but  it  was 
argued  generally  that  it  could  b$ 
no  great  oppreflion  to  the  head  of 
a  family  to  be  obliged,  during  a 
period  of  four  years,  to  devote 
one  month  in  each  to  make  himfelf 
ufeful  to  his  country.  It  was  af_ 
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ferted  that  the  expence  incurred 
would  not  he  more  than  4I.  per 
man  ;  with  refpeCl  to  apprentices, 
that  as  the  m:fter  would  probably 
come  within  the  age  of  exemption 
fiKed  by  the  bill,  it  could  be  no 
great  inconvenience  to  him  to  have 

O 

his  apprentice  called  out,  particu¬ 
larly  as  the  twenty-eight  days  duty 
was  not  meant  to  be  fucceffive  ;  and 
if  infurance  againft  the  fines  were 
allowed,  it  was  faid  that  the  bill 
could  never  take  effieCk  Never- 
thelefs  a  claufe  was  fubfequently 
introduced  into  it,  by  which  pa¬ 
rents  were  allowed  to  pay  the  fine 
for  their  children,  and  rnaflers  for 
their  apprentices. 

All  parties  feemed  to  concur  in 
opinion,  and  in  faCt  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  obvious,  that  fome  meafure 
of  a  more  permanent  nature  was 
neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  than  the  volunteer  efta- 
blithment.  The  bill  was  paifed 
by  the  commons  on  the  loth  of 
June,  and  carried  up  to  the  lords, 
who,  after  fome  difcuffion,  agreed 
fo  it.  Another  bill,  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  local  militia 
to  Scotland,  alfo  received  the  fa  no¬ 
tion  of  the  legillature. 

The  former  fervants  of  the  crown 
had  prevailed  on  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  extend  the  ufual  grant  of 
8.0 col.  for  the  ufe  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  college  at  Maynooth  to 
1.3,’oook;  but  b.'fore  the  vote 
could  be  carried  into  effeCl,  they 
went  out  of  office,  and  that  par¬ 
liament  was  diiTol vcd.  When  the 
new  parliament  met,  as  the  truf- 
tees  for  the  feminary  at  Maynooth 
had  already  aCted  on  the  faith  of 
receiving  the  latter  fum,  the  re¬ 
cently  appointed  minifters,  al¬ 
though  they  originally  difapproved 
of  the  increafed  allowance,  re¬ 


commended,  yet  without  pledging,- 
themfelves  to  repeat  fuch  a  propo- 
fition  in  future,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  vote  it  for  that  year,  and 
the  fum  of  13,000k  was  accord- 
ingly  granted  by  parliament  in 
1S07. 

Mr.  Fofter,  in  the  refo- 
lution  which  he  moved  this 
year,  limited  the  fum  to 
9,230k  Irifh  currency  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  college.  This  reduc¬ 
tion  gave  rife  to  a  debate.  Sir 
John  Newport  moved  to  leave  out 
the  fum  propofed,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fubftituting  13,000k  and  con¬ 
tended  that  thefmalier  fund  would 
not  be  fufficient  for  the  education 
of  a  proper  number  of  ftudents  to 
fupply  the  vacancies  in  the  catho¬ 
lic  priefthood.  It  was,  he  faid* 
mod  ferioufty  important  to  the 
Irifh  community,  that  the  catho¬ 
lic  priefts  fhould  be  well  educated 
men,  and  profecute  their  ftudies  in 
their  native  country,  under  the 
eye  of  government.  Nothing 
could  be  more  infatuated,  than  at 
a  moment  when  the  influence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  priefthood  in  Ire¬ 
land  was  dated  to  be  fo  conftcier- 
able,  to  take  a  ftep  decidedly  hof- 
tile  to  that  body.  By  fuch  a  ftep 
the  catholics  would  not  be  made 
Proteftants,  but  they  would  be 
made  worfe  fubjefls,  for  by  ex¬ 
cluding  from  education  a  great 
part  of  the  priefthood,  many  of  the 
parifhes  would  be  placed  under  the 
direftion  of  illiterate  men,  who 
entertaining  a  lively  refentment 
for  the  negleft  which  they  had 
buffered,  wrould  infill  into  their 
parilhioners  an  abhorrence  of  thofe 
to  whom  that  negleCt  was  to  be 
attributed.  It  was  argued  by  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  that  if  the  heufe  wifhed 
wholly  to  difcountenance  the  ca¬ 
tholic 
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tholic  religion  in  Ireland,  it  would  clergy.  All  that  toleration  refc 


be  better  not  to  vote  a  (hilling  for 
the  college  ;  but  if  they  confented 
to  grant  any  thing,  they  ought  to 
grant  enough;  and  grant  it  in  a 
manner  which  would  not  be  infult- 
ing  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  to  be 
received.  Why  (hould  the  catho¬ 
lics  a(k  for  more  priefts  than  were 
wanted  ?  It  was  their  intereft  to 
have  too  few  rather  than  too  many, 
becaufe  if  more  perfons  were  edu¬ 
cated  as  pr lefts  than  were  requifite, 
they  muft  ftarve. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  ftated  that 
about  two  thoufand  catholic  priefts 
were  neceftary  in  Ireland.  One 
hundred  and  eleven  ftudents  were 
educated  in  different  parts  of  the 
ifland  which  he  enumerated  ;  thefe 
added  to  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
whom  it  was  propofed  to  educate 
at  Maynooth  made  361.  The 
term  of  education  was  feven  years, 
but  it  frequently  did  not  extend 
beyond  five.  Suppofing  therefore, 
that  on  an  average  fifty  ftudents 
fhould  annually  become  fit  for  or¬ 
dination,  he  conceived  that  this 
number  would  be  fufficient  to  keep 
np  the  neceftary  eftablifhment.  Sir 
Arthur  alfo  obferved,  that  when 
the  Maynooth  inftitution  was  firft 
efiablifhed,  it  was  not  intended 
that  it  fhould  be  maintained  by  the 
public  purfe,  the  truftees  of  it  hav¬ 
ing  only  memorialized  government 
for  a  charter  in  order  to  fecure  their 
funds. — The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  remarked  that  it  was  no 
part  of  religious  toleration  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  theeducation  of  the  clergy 
of  the  tolerated  fed.  If  it  were 
fo,  parliament  ought  to  go  much 
farther;  for  the  minifters  of  the 
Methodifts  and  Anabaptifts  would 
on  that  ground  have  as  good  a 
claim  to  education  a*  the  catholic 


quired  with  refped  to  any  fed 
was,  that  no  difficulty  fhould  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  any  meafures 
which  they  might  take  for  their 
©wn  education. 

Mr.  Grattan  contradided  the 
ftatement  of  fir  Arthur  Wellefley, 
that  one  hundred  and  eleven  ftu¬ 
dents  were  educated  for  the  catho¬ 
lic  priefthood  in  private  femina- 
ries  ;  for  he  faid,  the  ftudies  in 
thefe  feminaries  being  only  prepa¬ 
ratory  for  the  college,  they  formed 
no  education  for  the  priefthood. 
Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  amendment,  as  well  as  Mr. 
M.  Fit  zgerald  and  Mr.  Parnell  ; 
but  it  was  negatived  and  the  fmal- 
ler  grant  of  9,250!.  was  voted  by 
the  houfe.  When  the  report  was 
brought  up,  fir  John  Newport  re¬ 
peated  his  cbjedions  to  curtailing 
the  grant  of  the  preceding  year. 
But  the  mod  remarkable  part  of 
this  debate  was  what  fell  from 
colonel  Montagu  Matthew,  who 
faid  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to 
allude  to  the  coadud  of  any  of  the 
royal  family;  but  it  was  rumoured 
that  even  the  minifters  were  dif- 
pofed  to  agree  to  the  larger  grant, 

•  till  they  went  to  Saint  James's  Pa¬ 
lace,  and  were  clofeted  for  feveral 
hours  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin.  Mr.  Charles 
Wynn  having  lamented  the  fecret 
influence  by  which  the  meafures  of 
the  government  were  defeated,  and 
the  interefts  of  the  country  facri- 
ficed,  Mr.  Perceval  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  mterpofition  of  a 
high  perfonage  to  influence  the  con- 
dud  of  his  majefty ’s  minifters  upon 
this  queftion,  and  declared,  on  the 
faith  and  honour  of  a  man,  his  firm 
belief  that  no  fuch  influence  had 
beea  exercifed  in  anv  quarter. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wllberforce  thought  that 
as  far  as  an  inditution  was  fup- 
ported  at  the  public  expence,  for 
the  purpofe  of  indruding  a  parti¬ 
cular  clafs,  differing  in  fentiment 
from  the  edablifhed  religion  of  the 
fate,  we  went  beyond  the  bounds 
of  toleration,  and  exercifed  a  de¬ 
gree  of  liberality  unknown  in  any 
other  country.  "When  he  recollected 
rhe  hi  dory  of  pad  times,  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  not  to  be  jea¬ 
lous  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli¬ 
gion.  We  could  not  judge  of  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  it,  from  its 
influence  on  certain  individuals  of 
hiph  rank,  whole  minds  were  li- 
beralized  by  intercourfe  with  the 
mod  refined  claffes  of  fociety. 
The  only  way  to  judge  of  it  was, 
fo  fee  its  effects  upon  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Stephens  conceived,  that 
members  of  a  protedant  commu¬ 
nion  could  not  confidently  or  con- 
feientioufly  educate  clergymen  for 
the  catholic  church  ;  a  ground  on 
which  he  would  have  oppofed  that 
particular  mode  of  abiding  the 
catholics  of  Ireland,  if  the  qu ed¬ 
it  ion  of.  founding  the  college  at 
Maynooth  were  then  before  the 
houfe  ;  and  on  the  fame  principle, 
he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  oppofe  the 
further,  and  as  he  conceived,  need- 
lefs  exrendonof  that  edablifhment. 
He  was  fure  that  the  feelings  of 
fincere  and  pious  papids  would  re¬ 
volt  at  the  idea  of  educating,  at 
their  own  charge,  clergymen  for 
the  church  of  Kngland,  to  propa¬ 
gate  what  they  deemed  heretical 
dodrines  ;  and  fincere  protedants, 
who  regarded  ihe  didinguilhing 
tenets  and  rites  of  the  church  of 
Rome  as  corruptions  of  chridianitv, 
were  equally  bound  not  to  be  di- 
icdly  indnimental  in  teaching 


what,  in  a  religious  view,  they 
deemed  to  be  dangerous  errors,  by 
educating  men  for  the  catholic 
priedhood.  At  the  fame  time  that 
he  avowed  his  fenfe  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  thofe  did  i  nations 
which  feparate  the  two  churches, 
he  drongly  reprobated  every  de¬ 
gree  of  intolerance  in  religion, 
and  difclaimed  not  only  the  vile 
principle  of  perfecution,  but  the 
illiberaiity  of  difliking  or  forming 
harfh  judgments  of  men,  on  account 
of  their  errors  in  faith. 

The  moderation  and  prudence 
difplayed  by  Mr.  Stephens  were 
forcibly  contraded  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  indifcretion  fhown  by 
Dr.  Duigenan,  who  after  reading 
the  oath  taken  by  catholic  prieds, 
in  order  to  prove  that  they  paid 
an  obedience  to  the  pope,  which 
was  inconfident  with  the  king’s 
fupremacy,  defcribed  the  catholics 
as  bad  fubjeds  and  hodile  to  the 
date.  The  indecency  of  thefe  lat¬ 
ter  expredions  was  reprobated  by 
Mr.  Barham,  and  drew  from  Mr. 
Tierney  a  qucdion,  whether  the 
learned  gentleman  who  had  ufed 
them  was  not  about  to  be  condi- 
tuted  a  member  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  of  Ireland  ?  Mr.  Perceval  in 
reply  condescended  to  adopt  an 
equivocation  unworthy  of  his  cha- 
rader,  by  dating  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  order  to  that  effed  had 
gone  over.  Sir  Arthur  Welledey, 
however,  avowed  that  the  lord- 
lieutenant  had  recommended  the 
learned  gentleman  to  be  introduced 
into  the  privy  council, becaufe  his 
prefence  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  difpatch  of  the  ecclefiadi- 
cal  affairs,  which  were  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  the  bufinefs  that 
came  before  that  body.  The 
houfe  then  divided  on  the  quef- 

tion* 
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tion,  that  the  refolution  fhould  be 
read  a  fecond  time,  which  was 
carried,  and  the  limited  grant  of 
9,2501.  to  the  feminary  at  May- 
nooth,  was  on  a  fubfequent  day 
finally  voted. 

By  the  guarded  anfwer  which 
he  made  to  Mr.  Tierney’s  en¬ 
quiry,  it  is  poffible  that  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval  might  be  fo  difgufted  with 
the  intemperance  manifefted  by  Dr. 
Duigenan,  that  he  at  the  moment 
hefitated  whether  he  fhould  not 
advife  his  colleagues  to  reconfider 
the  appointment  of  that  learned 
gentleman  to  a  feat  in  the  Irifh 
privy  council.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr. 
Barham  afterwards  moved, 


May 

11. 


for  copies  or  extracts  of  all 
correfpondence,  which  had 
pafifed  between  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  and  his  majefty’s  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  home  department, 
touching  this  appointment,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  it  from  taking 
place.  On  this  occafion,  Mr. 
Charles  Wynn  contended  that  the 
prefence  of  the  learned  dodor  in 
the  Irifh.  privy  council  for  the 
difpatch  oP  ecclefiaftical  bufinefs 
was  an  empty  excufe  ;  for  the 
privy  council  in  Ireland  exercifed 
no  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion  what¬ 
ever.  This  aflfertion  was  contro¬ 
verted  by  fir  Arthur  Wellefley, 
who  infilled  that  many  ecclefiafti- 
cal  affairs  relating  to  the  union  and 
difunion  of  benefices  came  before 
it ;  and  ftated,  befides,  that  the 
recommendation  of  Dr.  Duigenan 
to  be  a  member  of  it  arofe  from 
his  filling  the  office  of  judge  of 
the  prerogative  court,  the  holders 
©f  which,  with  the  exception  of 
his  predeceffor,  had  always  fat  in 
the  privy  council.  Sir  John  New¬ 
port,  on  the  contrary,  denied  that 
it  was  ufual  to  nominate  the  judges 
V«l.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  Se 


of  the  prerogative  court  privy 
councilors,  and  maintained  that  as 
two  or  three  bifhops  were  always 
attached  to  the  Irifh.  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  no  expediency  could  exifi:  for 
the  advancement  of  Dr.  Duig-enan 
to  that  board,  on  account  of  the 
ecclefiallical  concerns  there  ar¬ 
ranged. 

Mr.  Tierney,  fir  Robert  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  and  Mr.  Whitbread,  depre¬ 
cated  the  appointment  in  queftion, 
as  a  wanton  inful t  to  the  catholics 
in  Ireland.  They  reprefented  Dr. 
Duigenan  to  be  a  man  to  whom, 
from  the  prejudices  which  dictated 
his  fpeeches  and  writings,  there 
exifted  every  moral  and  political 
objedion  as  a  privy  counfellor.  It 
is  remarkable  that  none  of  the 
members  of  adminiflration  or  their 
friends  took  any  part  in  this  de¬ 
bate,  except  fir  Arthur  Wellefley 
and  Mr.  Beresford,  and  the  latter, 
indeed,  indiredly  cenfured  the 
meafure  under  confideration.  Ne*. 
verthelefs  Mr.  Barham’s  motion 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  iJq 
to  107. 

It  was  doubtlefs  eonfidered  a 
matter  of  policy,  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  to  renew  at 
certain  periods  their  claims  to  be 
placed  in  every  refped  on  an  equal 
footing  with  their  fellow  fubjeds, 
left  it  fhould  be  imagined  that 
they  defifted  from  profecuting  thofe 
claims  altogether.  Accordingly 
they  this  year  petitioned  both 
houfes  of  the  legiflature  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  from  the  difabiiities  and  re» 
ftridions,  which  were  not  removed 
by  an  ad  palled  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
inajefty.  Thefe  reftridions  pre¬ 
cluded  them  from  being  eligible  to 
rIes.  [G]  feats 
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feats  in  parliament,  and  from  fill¬ 
ing  certain  civil  and  military  offi¬ 
ces,  about  forty  in  number.  Mr. 
Grattan  prefented  their  petition  to 
tile  houfe.  of  commons,  and  after¬ 
wards  advocated  their  caufe  in  the 
molt  able  and  temperate 
manner.  Many  of  the  ar- 
2-*’  guments  ufed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  of 
courfe  been  brought  forward  by 
his  eloquent  predeceiTors  in  this 
talk,  but  to  thefe  he  imparted 
new  force  by  judicious  curtail¬ 
ment  or  expanfion.  After  (bow¬ 
ing  that  the  catholics  of  Ireland 
did  not  acknowledge  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  pope  in  civil  matters, 
his  right  ro  depofe  kings,  or  to 
abfoive  fubjedls  from  their  allegi¬ 
ance,  he  faid,  that  to  fuppofe  there 
was  any  thing  in  the  catholic  re¬ 
ligion  which  forbade  attachment 
to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  or  that 
the  catholics  of  Ireland  were  in¬ 
capable  of  feeling  this  attachment, 
feemed  to  hirn  as  great  a  my  fiery 
as  that  of  tranfubftantiatiofi  itlelf. 
The  catholics  had  denied  that  they 
had  ever  refilled  the  right  of  the 
eftablifned  church  to  claim  tithes, 
or  that  they  had  ever  wiihed  an 
exclufive  eilabiifhment  for  their 
own  church.  As  to  the  , power  of 
excommunicating  perfons,  they  de¬ 
clared  that  it  was  confined  entirely 
to  bilhops,  and  in  one  oi  their 
principal  diocefes,  that  of  Dublin, 
only  four  individuals  had  been  ex¬ 
communicated  during  a  period  of 
thirty-fix  years.  It  had  been 
mentioned  that  the  power  of  the 
pope  in  the  appointment  of  billions 
might  be  held  to  be  of  a  danger¬ 
ous  tendency  ;  but  Mr.  Grattan 
Hated  that  he  was  authorifed  by 


the  catholics  to  make  a  proposi¬ 
tion  on  this  point,  which  was 

that  in  the  future  nomination  of 
bilhops,  his  majefty  might  inter¬ 
fere  and  exercife  his  royal  privi¬ 
lege,  by  putting  a  negative  on 
fuch  nomination  ;  that  was  to  fay 
in  other  words,  that  no  catholic 
bifnop  Ihould  be  appointed  with¬ 
out  the  approbation  of  Ids  majef¬ 
ty  *.’*  The  houfe  would  be 
aware  of  the  benefit  of  fuch  a 
propofirion,  which  evinced  the  de¬ 
fire  of  the  catholics  to  conform  to 
the  government  of  their  country  ; 
for  it  would  effectually  prevent 
the  appointment  of  any  catholic 
bifhop,  who  was  not  politically 
approved  of  by  the  government. 
Mr.  Grattan  then  obferved,  that  it 
was  a  great  miftake  to  imagine 
that  the  catholics  were  inconfider- 
able  landholders  in  Ireland,  as  they 
poffeffed  landed  property  to  a  very 
large  amount.  He  concluded  his 
fpeech  by  urging  the  expediency, 
in  the  exilting  crifis  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  of  concentrating  the  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  ft  ate  by  concord,  and 
by  admitting  the  catholics  to  an 
equal  participation  of  rights.  On 
that  ground  he  moved  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Windham,  lord  Milton,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  Henry  Petty,  fir 
J.  C.  Hippilley,  Mr.  W.  Elliot, 
Mr.  R.  Martin,  Mr.  Pon.fonby> 
Mr.  Whitbread,,  and  colonel  Mon¬ 
tague  Matthew.  It  was  oppofed 
by  Mr. Canning,  lord  Cafilereagh, 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  The 
arguments  of  the  latter  gentlemen 
were,  that  no  good  purpofe  could 


*  The  catholics  afterwards  difavowed  the  proportion  for  this  arrangement. 
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be  anfwered  by  difcufling  the  fub¬ 
jed  in  a  committee,  becaufe  the 
period  was  totally  unfit  for  agitat. 
ing  the  queftion,  as  there  was  then 
in  the  public  mind  of  this  country 
a  ftrong  fentiment  againft  further 
conceffions  to  the  catholics.  It 
would  be  of  little  value  to  have 
a  majority  for  any  meafure  favour¬ 
able  to  the  catholics  in  the  houfe, 
if  there  were  an  inflamed  majority 
againft  it  out  of  the  houfe.  If 
petitions  had  not  come  forward 
from  various  quarters  againft 
granting  the  catholic  claims,  it 
was,  becaufe  it  was  univerfally 
believed,  that  the  temper  of  parlia¬ 
ment  itfelf  was  fo  adverfe  to  fuch 
a  proceeding,  as  to  leave  no  chance 
of  fuccefs  to  thofe  who  might 
bring  it  forward.  To  argue  the 
topic  in  a  committee  muft,  there¬ 
fore,  only  occafion  difnppointment, 
and  excite  frefh  difcontents  in 
the  petitioners.  Mr.  Wilberforce 
thought  that  to  grant  to  the  catho¬ 
lics  their  prefent  claims  would  by 
no  means  completely  fatisfy  them  ; 
for  it  would  be  in  vain  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  reconcile  them  to  the  per¬ 
manent  fupport  of  a  proteftant 
church  eftablifhment.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  purfued 
this  reafoning  further.  He  pro- 
tefted  that  he  did  in  his  confidence 
believe  that  if  the  objed  of  the 
petitioners  were  conceded,  al¬ 
though  intended  for  fecuring  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland*  and  put¬ 
ting  the  Roman  Catholics  of  that 
country  in  ftate  of  per  fed  fatisfao 
tion,  it  would  not  have  thofe  ef- 
feds,  but  a  contrary  tendency,  and 
would  even  increafe  religious  ani- 
mofity.  If  it  were  meant  to  fatis¬ 
fy  the  catholics  by  conceflion,  par¬ 
liament  muft  make  up  its  mind  to 
eftablilh  the  Roman  Catholic  re* 
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ligion  in  Ireland  ;  for  any  meafure 
fhort  of  that  would  be  nugatory. 
But  let  it  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment 
that  they  would  be  fatisfied,  then 
it  was  afferted  that  Ireland  would 
be  tranquillized.  He  was  not  fo 
fure  of  that.  What  was  to  be 
faid  to  all  the  proteftant  church* 
men,  and  the  proteftant  diftenters  ? 
It  was  maintained  that  the  protef¬ 
tant  diftenters  were  in  favour  of 
the  application.  There  was  tefti- 
mony  to  the  contrary,  for  there 
was  a  petition  on  the  table  againft 
it  :  there  was  the  evidence  of  the 
common  council  of  Dublin,  that 
the  churchmen  of  Ireland  objeded 
to  it. 

Mr.  Canning  demanded  if  the 
members  of  the  oppofition  had  for¬ 
gotten,  that  when  they  themfelves 
were  in  power,  and  with  the  fair 
influence  of  government,  attempt¬ 
ed  to  carry  a  meafure  fomewhat 
conneded  with  this  fubjed,  they 
did  every  thing  they  could  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  agitation  of  the  general 
queftion,  which  they  now  thought 
ic  impoftible  to  defer  for  a  year  or 
a  month,  without  infinite  danger 
to  the  country  ?  If  it  was  not  the 
mifchief  of  an  unfuccefsful  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  queftion  which  they 
deprecated,  what  other  motive 
could  they  have,  except  that  of 
the  meaneft  temporary  and  perfonal 
intereft  ?  If  they  faid  that  it  was 
from  confiderations  of  prudence 
they  had  wilhed  to  put  off  the  dif- 
cuflion,  then  he  fhonld  be  glad  to 
know  what  there  was  now  in  the 
ftate  of  Europe  to  render  it  a  pro¬ 
per  period  for  entering  into  the 
bufineft  ?  Lord  Caftlereagh  faid  he 
(hotjld  always  adhere  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  maintained  by  Mr.  Pitt  on 
this  fubjed,  but  the  condud  of 
that  great  man  was  Yery  different 
[G  2]  from 
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from  that  or  the  gentlemen  oppo¬ 
se.  He  went  out  of  place,  be- 
caufe  he  found  he  could  not  pro¬ 
cure  for  the  catholics  what  he 
thought  they  were  well  entitled 
to ;  but,  when  out  of  office,  he 
never  erabar  raffed  the  government 
by  wifhing  to  difcufs  their  claims. 
The  principles  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  he  alluded  led  them  to  (Hr 
up  and  fupport  the  qudlion  to  ex¬ 
tremities,  when  out  of  power  ;  and 
to  compromife  and  abandon  it 
when  in  power,  not  with  any  view 
to  the  fafety  of  the  country,  but 
from  a  regard  to  their  own  offices. 
Lord  Henry  Petty,  on  the  other 
hand,  accuftd  lord  Cafllereagh  of 
deferting  the  interefts  of  his  for¬ 
mer  clients  altogether,  from  a  love 
of  place.  Mr.  Richard  Martin 
afferted  that  the  catholics  did  cer¬ 
tainly  lend  their  aid  to  fupport  the 
union,  which  could  not  have  been 
carried  without  their  acquiefcence ; 
and  they  as  certainly  did  fo  upon 
an  underftood  pledge  of  emancipa¬ 
tion.  To  this  remark  lord  Caftlc- 
reagh  replied,  that  nothing  in  the 
fhape  of  a  pledge  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  government  and  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  prior  to  the  union,  which 
could  poffibly  fetter  the  difcretion 
of  parliament  on  thefubjebl  of  their 
claims.  After  a  protraded  debate, 
in  the  latter  part  of  which,  as  has 
been  related,  confiderable  pcrfona- 
jity  and  recrimination  prevailed, 
the  houfe  divided;  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion 
128.  and  againft  it  281,  eonftitut- 
ing  a  majority  of  153. 

•p  -  r  Lord  Grenville  took  the 
v  lead  in  the  difcuffion  of  this 
2  ‘  ‘  fubje.cf  in  the  upper  houfe. 
He  began  by  enforcing  the  necef- 
fity  that  their  lordftvips  fhotild  im¬ 
mediately  go  -iato.  a  committee  to 


confider  the  catholic  petition,  not 
that  he  had  any  doubt  that  parlia¬ 
ment  ought  to  comply  with  it  at 
once,  and  to  its  full  extent  ;  but 
becaufe  it  was  defirable  that  the 
queftion  fhould  be  fully  and  de¬ 
liberately  inveftigated.  Although 
in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft  expec¬ 
tations  which  were  created  at  the 
time  of  the  union  with  Ireland,  it 
was  neceffary  to  remove  every  civil 
difability  on  account  of  religious 
belief,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  this  ftngle  add  of  juftice 
would  prove  an  univerfal  remedy, 
for  the  continued  evils  of  that 
country  :  it  mu  ft  be  part  of  a  large 
and  comprehenfive  fyftem.  His 
lordfhip  then  detailed  the  plans 
that  were  in  contemplation  when 
the  union  was  effeded.  They  em¬ 
braced  the  whole  eccleftaftical  ftate 
of  Ireland  ;  and'  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  included  meafures  of  con- 
flderable  benefit  to  the  eftabliihed 
church.  It  having  appeared  that 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  pa- 
rifttes  in  the  ifland  were  confoli- 
dated  into  little  more  than  eleven 
hundred  benefices,  of  which  re¬ 
duced  number  more  than  a  tenth 
part  were  abfolutely  without 
churches,  and  that  not  four  hun¬ 
dred  had  glebe  houfes,  thefe  de¬ 
feats  were  to  be  remedied.  The 
provifion  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
government  had  long  before  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  minifters  of  the  diffen- 
te-rs,  by  far  the  raoft  numerous 
ciafs  of  proteftants  in  the  country, 
'Was  to  be  increafed.  A  decent 
and  neceffary  fubftftence  was  to  be 
afforded  to  the  catholic  clergy, 
more  than  that  they  did  not  afk, 
and  it  was  intended  that  the 
crown  fhould  have  an  effeftual  ne¬ 
gative  over  the  appointment  of 
the  bifhops,  a  reftri^tion  which 

lord 
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lord  Grenville  declared  that  he 
had  always  felt  to  be  necefiary. 
Inftead  of  the  oath  of  fupremaCy 
a  new  form  of  oath,  containing  an 
explicit  pledge  of  fnpport  to  the 
eftablilhed  conftitution,  and  the 
moft  exprefs  difclaimer  that  could 
be  devifed,  of  any  interference 
with  his  majefty’s  undoubted  fove- 
reignty,  was  to  be  fubmitted  to 
parliament  for  its  fan&ion.  There 
was  yet  another  fubject  upon 
which  improvements  v/ere  propof- 
ed  to  be  fuggefted,  the  important 
point  of  tithes. 

Lord  Grenville  then,  in  the 
moft  fervid  language,  contrafted 
the  bad  eflfe&s  of  excluding  fo 
large  a  portion  of  the  community 
from  all  profpedl  of  participating 
in  the  honourable  rewards  of 
laudable  ambition,  with  the  bene¬ 
fit  which  he  thought  the  empire 
would  derive  from  extending  to 
the  petitioners  the  enjoyment  of 
equal  rights,  and  thereby  ftimulat- 
ing  more  forcibly  their  exertions 
in  the  common  caufe  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  concluded  with  an  elo¬ 
quent  exhortation  to  the  catholics, 
to  look  for  the  gratification  of 
their  withes,  to  the  united  legilla- 
ture  of  the  ftate,  as  by  adopting 
any  other  courfe,  they  muft  enfure 
to  themfelves  mifery  and  remorfe. 
He  wifhed  it  to  be  indelibly  im- 
pretTed  on  the  mind  of  Ireland, 
that  it  was  only  by  clofe  and  in¬ 
timate  union  with  Great  Britain, 
that  the  could,  in  theexifting  con- 
vulfion  of  the  world,  preferve  the 
advantages  which  the  actually  pof- 
fefled,  protect  her  people,  and 
maintain  her  independence. 

Lord  Sidmouth  was  apprehen- 
five  that,  from  the  time  of  pre- 
fenting  the  petition  and  the  terms 
in  which  it  was  conceived,  the 
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perfons  who  had  figned  it  had  laid 
themfelves  open  to  a  charge  of 
entertaining  a  difpofition  to  oper¬ 
ate  on  the  fears  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  was  addrefied  ;  but  even  if  the 
prayer  of  it  were  complied  with* 
a  meafure  fo  partial,  limited  in  its 
operation,  and  merely  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fuperior 
ranks  of  fociety,  could  not  con¬ 
ciliate  the  great  body  of  the  Irifti 
catholics,  whofe  reftleffnefs  and 
difcontent  arofe  from  an  imperfect 
ftate  of  civilization,  and  from  its 
concomitants,  poverty,  ignorance, 
and  bigotry.  To  them  it  would 
afford  no  relief  to  enable  a  few 
Roman  Catholics  to  hold  thehigheft 
fituations  in  the  army,  the  navy, 
the  law,  and  the  ftate.  The'  evils 
of  Ireland  were  only  to  be  ob¬ 
viated  by  encouraging  a  fyftem  of 
ihftrufHon  and  induftry,  which 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  gra» 
dual  change  of  habits  and  man¬ 
ners,  the  moft  favourable  to  the 
welfare  of  individuals  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  country.  He  fhould 
wifli  a  moderate  provision  to  be 
made,  at  the  charge  of  the  ftate, 
for  the  deferving  part  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  clergy,  with  a  view 
to  the  relief  of  individuals  to 
whom  the  expence  of  contributing 
to  the  fupport  of  two  eftablifti- 
ments  was  burthenfome  and  vexa¬ 
tious,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  con¬ 
vincing  the  clergy  that,  by  peace¬ 
able  and  deferving  conduct,  they 
would  entitle  themfelves  to  the 
confideration  and  favour  of  the 
government.  On  the  propofal  for 
a  modification  of  tithes,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  had  not  form¬ 
ed  an*  opinion.  He  objefled  to 
the  principle  of  getting  rid  of  all 
diftinftions  on  account  of  religion, 
and  his  dill  ike  to  it  was  ftrength- 
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ened,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  by 
the  tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
as  detailed  in  her  canons,  all  of 
which  were  in  force,  until  repealed 
by  the  authority  of  a  general 
council  ;  and  ftill  farther  by  the 
proofs  with  which  hiftory  abound¬ 
ed,  that  the  do&rines  and  difcip- 
line  of  that  church  were  hoflile  to 
the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  and  to 
the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of 
mankind.  To  him  therefore  it 
was  a  fubjeft  of  aftonifhment,  that 
filch  an  alteration  fhould  be  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  thofe  who  were 
friendly  to  the  principles  of  the 
revolution  ;  an  event  produced  not 
by  feelings  of  averhon  to  the  Stu- 
art  family,  but  a  dread  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  and  of  a  religious 
communion,  which  had  ever  been 
its  handmaid  and  inftrument. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  the  hifbop 
of  Norwich,  lord  Hutchinfon,  the 
.duke  of  Norfolk,  lord  Erlkine, 
lord  Holland,  and  the  earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  fpoke  for  the  motion.  Their 
arguments  were,  that  the  catholics 
had  difclaimed  every  tenet  which 
was  incompatible  with  their  du¬ 
ties,  either  as  men  or  fubjefb. 
The  original  reafon  for  excluding 
them  from  any  fituations  under  the 
government  was,  not  on  account 
of  their  religion,  but  becaufe  they 
were  attached  to  a  family  whole 
principles  were  difgufting  to  the 
Eritifh  nation.  This  reafon  had 
now  ceafed  to  operate.  It  had  been 
admitted  by  lir  William  Black* 
Hone  in  his  Commentaries,  that 
44  whenever  the  period  fhould  ar¬ 
rive,  when  the  power  of  the  pope 
was  weak  and  inflgnificant,  and 
there  was  no  pretender  tp  the 
throne,  then  it  would  be  tiipe  tp 
grant  full  indulgence  to  the  catho¬ 
lics.  ”  That  time  was  now  come. 


There  was  no  pretender  to  the 
throne  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the 
papal  power,  no  perfon  could  ap¬ 
prehend  danger  from  it.  The  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  church  inflead  of  do¬ 
mineering  over  others,  wasfcarcely 
able  to  maintain  itfelf.  The  ideas 
which  were  once  entertained  re- 
fpefting  the  influence  of  fpecula- 
tive  points  of  faith  were  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  prefent  times  :  in 
almoft  every  country,  except 
Great  Britain,  reflrictions  founded 
on  thofe  points  were  annulled.  It 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  urgency 
to  unite  the  hearts  and  hands  of 
all  his  majefly’s  fubjecls  in  reflfl- 
ance  to  his  powerful  and  inveter¬ 
ate  enemies.  The  words  of  the 
coronation  oath,  upon  a  fair  con- 
ftrudtion  of  them,  contained  no¬ 
thing  to  militate  againft  the  claims 
of  the  petitioners.  At  all  events, 
it  would  be  proper  to  confider  the 
fubjedt  in  a  committee,  becaufe 
the  oftener  it  was  difeufled,  the 
juftice  of  the  catholic  claims  would 
be  more  apparent,  and  the  preju¬ 
dice  againfl  them  gradually  fub- 
flde.  Truth  might  be  flow  in  its 
progrefs,  but  it  always  prevailed 
in  the  end  ;  and  few  great  confti- 
tutional  objects  had  been  gained 
without  repeated  inveftigation  and 
long  perfeverance.  By  dife ufling 
the  buflnefs  in  a  committee,  at 
leafl:  the  catholics  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  their  petition  had  not 
been  difmifled  without  fair  atten¬ 
tion  being  paid  to  it,  and  that 
they  had  many  advocates  and 
friends  in  parliament  ;  thus  they 
would  rely  on  the  wifdom  and  juf¬ 
tice  of  the  legillature  for  the  ulti¬ 
mate  attainment  of  their  objeft. 

The  archbilhop  of  York,  the 
bifhop  of  Bangor,  the  earl  of 
$uckinghamftiirejj  and  the  lords 

Mulgrave^ 
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Mulgrave,  Hawkefbury  and  Auck¬ 
land  oppofed  the  motion  on  thefe 
grounds.  It  did  not  appear  that 
any  new  circumftances  had  arifen, 
or  that  any  new  arguments  had 
been  adduced,  to  fhake  the  folemn 
decifion  of  1807.  The  fulled  to¬ 
leration  ou^ht  to  be  conceded  to 
the  catholics,  but  every  attempt 
on  their  part  to  acquire  political 
power  fhould  be  refilled  ;  for 
though  temporal  and  fpiritual  power 
might  be  disjoined  in  theory,  they 
coujd  not  be  feparated  in  practice. 
Parliament  therefore  could  never 
be  fafely  opened  to  the  catholics, 
as  long  as  they  owned  a  foreign  ju- 
rifdiclion,  and  maintained  that 
there  was  no  falvatian  beyond  the 
pale  of  their  own  church.  Lord 
Hawkefbury  declared  moll  decid¬ 
edly,  that  his  objection  to  grant¬ 
ing  the  yrayer  of  the  petition  did 
not  reft  on  times  and  circumftances, 
but  on  principle.  If  jt  was  necef- 
fary  that  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  lhould  be  a  proteftant,  was  it 
not  neceflary  that  his  ad  vifers 
lhould  be  fo  too  ? — that  the  lord 
chancellor  (the  keeper  of  the  king's 
confcience),  the  judges  and  the 
great  officers  of  llate  fhould  be 
proteftants  ?  And  if  fuch  were  the 
cafe,  was  it  not  more  wife  and 
expedient  to  exclude  catholics  from 
the  fituations  by  law,  than  to 
throw  upon  the  king  the  odium  of 
rejecting  them  ?  For  let  the  houfe 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  principle  of 
the  prayer  in  the  petition  went  to 
the  attainment  of  all  power,  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  no  monarch  could  ven¬ 
ture  to  apply  practically,  without 
danger  .to  the  conftitution.  Was 
it  not  juft,  as  long  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  po fle fled  a  proteftant  govern¬ 
ment  and  church,  to  require  that 
the  members  of  the  legiflature,  and 
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the  great  officers  of  ftate,  lhou!4 
abjure  foreign  eccleflaftical  as  well 
as  foreign  temporal  dominion  ?  The 
large  proportion  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  which  the  catholics  form¬ 
ed,  had  been  flared  as  a  reafon  for 
acceding  to  i heir  requeft  ;  yet  fince 
the  empire  ought  to  be  conftdered 
as  a  whole,  parliament  lhould  not 
be  influenced,  in  any  legiflative 
queltion,  by  a  certain  clafs,  which 
was  the  majority  in  a  part  of  the 
empire,  but  by  that  clafs  which 
was  the  majority  in  the  whole  of  it. 
On  this  footing,  the  claims  of  the 
catholics  were  indefenfible.  If 
the  majority  in  a  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire  were  to  determine  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  legiflarure,  the  confe- 
q uence  of  carrying  the  prefen t 
queftion  would  be  that  the  catho¬ 
lics  might  fay,  that  as  their  claims 
had  been  admitted  on  account  of 
their  being  the  moll  numerous  clafs 
in  Ireland,  the  fame  circumftances 
would  entitle  them  to  fubftitute  a 
catholic  for  a  proteftant  church 
eftablifhment  there.  No  fuch  ob¬ 
ject  was  hinted  at  in  the  petition, 
but  as  new  demands  had  always 
followed  conceffions  to  the  catho¬ 
lics.,  .experience  proved  that  it 
might  be  ultimately  contemplated. 
The  houfe  then  divided  on  the 
queftion  of  going  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  ;  for  which  there  were,  con¬ 
tents  74,  and  non-content?  ;i6i| 
the  majority  againft  it  being  87. 
A  proteft  was,  however,  entered 
on  the  journals  again!!  tl\e  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  .catholic  petition,  figned 
by  a  considerable  number  of  peers. 

Two  very  falutary  abts  were 
this  year  pafled  by  the  legiflature, 
calculated  to  fupport  and  extend 
the  proteftant  religion  in  Ireland. 
One  for  enforcing  the  refldence  of 
fpiritual  perfons  on  their  reftdences 

undejr 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


104] 

under  certain  regulations :  the 
other  to  make  more  effectual  pro- 
vifton  for  the  building  and  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  churches,  chapels,  and  glebe 
lioufes,  and  for  the  purchafe  of 
glebe  lands,  glebe  houfes,  and  im¬ 
propriations.  On  the  fubjeft  of 
tithes,  a  matter  of  extreme  in- 
tereft  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  no 
meafures  were  actually  initiated. 
Petitions  for  the  commutation  of 
thefe  dues  were  prefented  from  fe¬ 
deral  Irifh  counties  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald, 
without  wifhing  to  urge  an  imme¬ 
diate  difcullion  of  the  topic,  pref- 
fed  it  on  the  notice  of  minifters, 
as  a  point  that  would  require  at¬ 
tention  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the 
commencemet  of  the  next  fefiion 
of  parliament.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  consequently  Hated, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
majefty ’s  government  ferioufly  to 
con  fid  er  this  bufinefs,  of  the  im¬ 
portance  cf  which  they  were 


thoroughly  convinced.  He  faicl 
that  he  had  already  reflected  much 
upon  it,  but  he  regretted  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  farther  he  went  into 
the  examination,  the  more  arduous 
did  the  talk  appear,  and  that  the 
attempt  to  remedy  the  exifting 
evil  feemed  to  be  befet  with  diffi¬ 
culties  alrnoft  infurmountable.  He 
declared,  however,  that  every  effort 
would  be  made  to  overcome  them. 

The  importance  of  this  under¬ 
taking  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland 
was  generally  acknowledged  ;  and 
though  the  obftacles  to  it  were 
treated  as  light  by  Mr.  Sheridan* 
they  were  admitted  to  be  great  and 
numberlefs  by  Mr.  Ponfonby,  who 
neverthelefs  hoped  that  they  were 
not  infuperable,  but  fuch  as  might 
be  obviated  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
all  parties  by  time  and  patience. 
He  repofed  perfect  confidence  in 
government,  that  all  means  would 
be  adopted  to  achieve  this  defirable 
purpofe. 


CHAP.  VII. 


A  B  11  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Perceval,  for  the  more 
effectual  provifion  of  officiating  curates:  Abfiratt  of  the  arguments  of  lord 
pot chefer,  Mr.  Crevey ,  Mr.  Barham ,  fir  Francis  Burdett,  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence,  lord  Milton,  Mr.  Wefiern,  and  Mr.  Windham,  againfl  the  mea - 
fare;  and  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  the 
jolicitor  general,  Mr.  Charles  Wynn,  Mr.  Lvfhington,  Mr.  Wilberforce , 
Mr.  Tyrrwhit  Jones,  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  for  it  : 
An  amendment  prop  of  d  by  the  fpeaker  and  modified  by  Mr.  Perceval, 
agreed  to.  The  bill  puffed  by  the  commons.  The  bill  fupported  in  the 
upper  houfe  by  the  bijhop  of  London  :  Sentiments  of  the  archbijbop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  earls  of  Lauderdale,  Moira,  Bucking - 
hamfhire,  v  if  count  Sidmouth,  the  lords  Harrowby ,  Hawkejbury ,  Hol¬ 
land ,  and  the  biflyops  cf  Rochefler,  Hereford ,  and  Carlifie,  on  it:  The 
bill  thrown  out.  Lord  Harrowby’s  motion  for  an  ciddrefs  to  his  majefiy , 
praying  that  he  would  order  an  account  of  all  livings  under  I  qol.  per 
annum  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  carried.  The  lords  give  judgme?it  on 
an  appeal  re  [petting  the  fipetids  of  the  clergy  in  Scotland.  Atts  paffed for 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [105 

regulating  the  commifjion  of  teinds  m  Scotland ;  and  for  regulating  the  in¬ 
comes  of  the  Scotch  clergy .  A  hill  for  amending  the  law  of  debtor  and 

creditor  rejeBed  hy  the  peers:  another  for  amending  the  fame  law  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  faffed.  A  bill  pa  fed  for  holding  parties  to  bail  on  informa¬ 
tions  filed  by  the  attorney  general.  Sir  Sa?nuel  Romilly's  motion  on  the 
criminal  law  in  the  houfe  of  commons  :  A  bill  carried  for  mitigating  that 
law  as  far  as  relates  to  privately  fealing,  ABs  for  the  better  adminis¬ 
tration  of  juftice  in  Scotland ,  and  for  allowing  penfons  to  Scotch  judges^ 
on  retiring  from  the  bench  through  age  or  infirmity.  Bill  for  preventing  the 
grant  of  offices  in  rev  erf  on  paffied  by  the  commons :  After  feveral  debates, 
it  is  rejeBed  by  the  lords.  Another  bill  for  preventing ,  during  a  limited 
time ,  the  grant  of  offices  in  reverfon  obtains  the  fanBmi  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament .  AB  to  preve'nt  the  ufe  of  gram  in  difilleries .  Debates  in 

the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  conduB  of  the  marquis  Wellefey  to  the  nabob  ef 
Oude.  The  refolutions  againfi  that  nobleman  moved  by  lord  Folk /lone  nega¬ 
tived,  and  an  approval  of  the  'marquis' s  conduB  voted.  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton' s  refolutions  on  the  fame  fubjeB  rejeBed.  Difcujfons  of  the 
meafures  of  the  marquis  IV dlefley  and  earl  Powis  in  the  Carnatic :  The 
motives  for  the  proceedings  of  thefe  noble  lords  juflified  by  a  reflation  of 
the  houfe .  Mr.  Rofe's  motion  on  vaccination .  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  on 
the  affairs  of  Spain .  The  duke  of  Norfolk' s  queflion  to  minifers  refpeBing 
co-operation  with  the  Spaniards  anfwered  by  lord  Hawkefury .  Parlia¬ 
ment  prorogued. 


A  \  Bill  was  broil ght 

Apnl  .2.  A  into  parliament 

Mr.  Perceval,  for  the  more  ade¬ 
quate  provifion  of  the  inferior 
clergy.  The  mode  propofed  for 
effecting  this  definable  purpofe 
was,  by  making,  at  the  diferetion 
of  the  bifnops,  an  allowance  of 
one- fifth  in  moft  cafes  out  of  the 
income  of  livings  amounting  to 
400I.  per  annum  and  upwards,  on 
which  the  incumbents  did  not  re- 
fide,  to  the  officiating  curates,  but 
this  allowance  was  in  no  cafe  to 
exceed  the  fum  of  250I.  a-year. 
The  meafure  encountered  confider- 
able  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  from  lord  Porchefter,  Mr.Cre- 
vey,  Mr.  Barham,  fir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  Mr. Windham,  Dr.  Laurence, 
lord  Milton,  and  Mr.  Weftern. 
It  was  ftated  that  the  propofition 
was  calculated  to  undermine  and 
weaken,  rather  than  to  {Lengthen 
the  churchy  It  would  fet  the  be- 


neficed  clergyman  againfi:  the  cu¬ 
rate,  and  the  curate  againfi  the  be¬ 
ne  need  clergyman  ;  and  confe- 
auently  be  productive  of  difien- 
tion  amongfi  the  clerical  order  in 
general.  It  violated  the  rights 

o  O 

and  invaded  the  property  of  the 
church.  It  gave  monfirous  and  un- 
conftitutional  power  to  the  bifhops 
over  the  reftors  in  their  refpe&ive 
diocefes ;  a  power  which  fubje&ed 
the  income  of  the  reftor  to  be 
middled,  without  any  proof  of 
improper  conduCl,  merely  at  the 
caprice  of  his  bifliop.  To  attack 
the  vital  principles  of  property  in 
this  way,  was  to  imitate  the  worft 
acts  of  the  worft  periods  of  the 
Jhrench  revolution.  It  was  de¬ 
manded  why  this  {yftein  of  rob¬ 
bery  was  to  be  directed  againfi 
rectorial  property  only  ?  If  it 
were  neceffary  to  increafe  the  fala- 
ries  of  the  iowrer  orders  of  the 
clergy,  why  not  do  it  alfo  at  the 

expenfe 
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expenfe  of  bids  ops,  deans,  and 
chapters  ?  Who  called  for  this 
bill  ?  The  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  was  hoftile  to  it,  that  of 
Oxford,  and  the  clergy  ,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  had  expreffed  their  difapprd- 
hation  of  it  by  petitions  to  par¬ 
liament.  The  purport  of  the  bill 
was,  not  to  augment  the  ftipend  of 
thofe  who  molt  wanted  it,  hut  to 
raife  the  value  of  a  few  curacies ; 
while  the  greater  number  of  the 
perfons  who  entered  holy  orders 
were  left  precifely  as  they  were 
before,  whofe  poverty  was  chiefly 
occafioged  by  the  circurpllance  of 
too  many  individuals  embracing 
the  proieffion,  without  any  chance 
of  preferment.  Thus  to  raife  the 
incomes  of  a  few  curates  would 
have  no  other  effect  than  that  of 
inducing  many  more  to  commit 
the  fame  indifcretion  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  did  refs  of  the  whole  body 
would  be  increafed  rather  than  di- 
mi  nifhed.  Mr.  Windham  obferved 
that  two  views  were  entertained 
on  the  nature  of  clerical  poftef- 
fions  ;  the  one  was  that  they  were 
inviolable  like  private  property  ; 
the  other  that  they  were  merely 
to  be  confidered  in  the  nature  of 
falaries  for  particular  duties,  and 
that  the  legiflature  might  interfere 
with  them,  and  alter  them  with 
as  little  ceremony  as  the  falaries 
of  any  public  office.  He  thought 
that  neither  of  thefe  proportions 
was  juft  in  its  full  extent.  He 
was  difpofed  to  concur  in  the 
theory  that  they  were  inviolable 
like  private  property;  but  that 
the  legiflature  had  a  right  fo  far 
to  interpofe  its  authority  refpedling 
them,  as  to  provide  that  the  du¬ 
ties  attached  to  them  were  regu¬ 
larly  performed.  Still  he  muft  af- 
fert  that  to  meddle  with  thefe  pof- 


feffions,  in  the  manner  propofed 
by  the  bill,  was  dangerous  to  the 
church  eftablifhment  ;  for  the  hill 
feemed  to  be  founded  on  the  tenets 
.of  thofe  who  argued,  that  all  cler¬ 
gymen  not  employed  in  parochial 
duties  were  ufelefs  members  of  that 
eftablifhment.  The  law  allowed 
pluralities.  Clergymen  therefore 
could  not  always  refide  on  their 
livings  ;  and  attaching  penalties 
to  that  which  the  law  permitted, 
he  held  to  be  unjuft.  Lord  Por- 
chefter  feared  that  the  honourable 
mover  of  the  bill  was  in  this  mea- 
fure  the  organ  of  a  fecret  influence 
behind  the  altar,  as  formidable 
and  defigning  as  that  which  was 
afcertaincd  to  exift  behind  the 
throne  ;  and  Mr.  Crevey  declared 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  derived  his  fupport  in  this  in- 
ftance,  from  a  fet  of  men  who  were 
adverfe  to  the  church — the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  foreign  bible  fociety, 
the  fociety  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
vice,  and  thofe  dealers  in  miffionr 
a  ties  who,  by  their  late  conduct, 
had  nearly  overturned  the  power 
of  Britain  in  India. 

The  fupporters  of  the  bill  were 
Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  the  folicitor 
general,  Mr.  Charles  Wynn,  Mr. 
Lufhington,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr. 
Tyrrwhit  Jones,  Mr.  Burton,  and 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne.  They  con¬ 
tended  that  residence  was  the  duty 
of  the  re&or,  and  if  he  accepted  a 
fecond  benefice,  it  could  not  be  a 
hardfhip  upon  him  to  make  a  proper 
allowance  to  the  curate  who  offici¬ 
ated  in  his  parifh.  They  denied 
that  the  bill  was  an  invafion  of 
church  property,  and  quoted  feve- 
ral  precedents  from  hiftory,  to  fhow 
that  fuch  changes  had  often  taken 
place  from  the  time  of  Richard  II. 
The  property  of  the  church  was  in 

faft 
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fa<!fl  that  of  the  people,  and  certain 
relative  duties  were  expected  to  he 
performed  by  the  clergy  to  qualify 
them  for  poffeflion.  In  the  eye  of 
the  law,  there  was  another  party 
in  refpedt  to  church  property  be- 
fides  the  rediors  and  the  cu¬ 
rates  ;  this  was  the  people  of  the 
parilh,  who  had  an  indifputable 
right  to  their  fervices  ;  and  the 
prefent  bill  only  made  fuch  a  provi¬ 
sion  for  the  clergy  as  would  enable 
them  to  perform,  with  credit  to 
the  church,  thofe  duties  prefcribed 
by  the  religion  which  they  pro- 
fefled.  The  incomes  of  the  curates 
did  not  keep  pace  with  thofe  of 
the  redlors,  nor  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times.  The  only 
jobjedt  of  many  clergymen  who 
pofleffed  a  plurality  of  livings 
was  to  get  the  duties  of  them 
done  as  cheaply  as  poffible.  Hence 
one  curate  was  often  obliged  to 
ferve  two  or  three  parifhes  ;  and 
thus  baptifms  and  burials  flood 
over  for  certain  fixed  days.  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor  remarked  that  the 
clergy  refidcnce  adt  had  in  a  great 
degree  failed,  from  the  facility  of 
procuring  licences,  fie  knew  'an 
inftance  of  a  clergyman  who,  hav¬ 
ing  two  livings  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  procured  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  refilling  at  either  of 
them  ;  from  the  one  upon  a  certi¬ 
ficate  that  the  country  did  not 
agree  with  his  conftitution,  and 
from  the  other,  becaufe  the  coun- 
try  did  not  agree  with  that  of  his 
wife  !  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  could  not  perceive  that 
the  bill  ought  to  be  objedled  to, 
becaufe  it  did  not  go  entirely  to 
remedy  the  evils  under  which  the 
poorer  clergy  laboured.  It  was  no 
reafon  that  the  houfe  fhould  refufe 
to  do  that  quantuci  of  good  which 
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was  in  its  power,  becaufe  a  ftili 
farther  degree  remained  to  be 
achieved,  which  it  could  not  reach. 
Far  from  endangering,  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  by  the  prefent  mea. 
fure,  he  was  {lengthening  and  fe- 
curing  the  foundations  on  which 
the  church  of  England  relied. 
When  the  bill  was  committed,  a 
variety  of  amendments  were  tyinde 
in  it  ;  particularly  one  fuggefted 
by  the  fpeaker.  The  clergy  of 
the  eplfcopal  diocefes  having  a 
right  of  appeal  from  their  peculiar 
bifliop  to  the  archbifhop,  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
pofed  a  claufe,  by  which  the  clergy 
of  the  archiepifcopal  diocefes  fhould 
have  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  king 
in  council.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  w.ifhed  to  modify  this 
amendment  by  making  the  appeal 
lie,  not  to  the  king  in  council, 
but  to  the  king  who  fhould  be  em¬ 
powered  to  appoint  delegates  under 
the  great  feal  from  the  bifhops,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reviewing  thedeci- 
fions  of  the  metropolitan  courts. 
The  claufe  thus  modified  was 
agreed  to.  The  provifions  of  this 
bill  were  extended  to  Ireland,  and 
it  was  paired  by  the  commons  on 
the  2 1 ft  of  June.  The  bifhop  of 
London,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
an  equal  fhare  with  Fir.  Perceval 
in  originating  the  meafure,  advo« 
cated  the  bill  in  the  houfe  of  peers. 
He  mentioned  the  evils  that  had 
arifen  in  the  church,  on  account  of 
the  non-relidence  of  the  clergy. 
It  was  not  merely  reading  pray¬ 
ers,  and  preaching  on  a  Sunday, 
which  formed  the  chief  functions 
of  a  clergyman.  Refldence  amongft 
the  people  of  a  parifh,  v if! ting 
them  frequently,  praying  with  and 
comforting  the  flek,  inilrudting 
the  ignorant,  encouraging  the  vir¬ 
tuous. 
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tuous,  reproving  the  vicious,  cate- 
chifmg  the  children,  and  fuperin- 
tending  the  fchools  inftituted  for 
their  education,  were  duties  which 
immediately  belonged  to  the  office 
of  a  clergyman,  and  effcntially  pro¬ 
moted  the  caufe  of  religion.  To 

O 

accomplifh  this  purpofe,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  refort  to  the  means  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  prefent  bill,  which 
took  from  thofe  who  did  nothing, 
a  reafonable  allowance  for  the  cu¬ 
rate,  who  performed  the  whole  of 
the  fervicefor  which  the  living  it- 
fe-lf  was  firfi  o  ran  ted.  To  execute 

o 

the  feveral  duties  which  he  had  enu¬ 
merated,  it  was  highly  proper  that 
the  refident  clergyman  fhould  pof- 
fefs  that  degree  of  property  which 
would  enable  him  to  appear  with 
refpedability,  and  have  wherewith 
to  relieve,  on  particular  occafions, 
the  di  ft  re  lies  of  his  indigent  pa¬ 
ri  lltioners.  After  deferibing  the 
calami tous  condition  of  curates, 
from  the  deficiency  of  their  fa  la- 
jries  to  procure  the  neceffaries  oi 
life,  his  lordihip  faid  that  the 
canons  of  the  church,  and  various 
conventions,  clearly  (flowed  that 
the  ecclefiaftical  law  had  in  veiled 
bifhops  with  a  right  to  interfere 
with  the  whole  living  of  an  incum¬ 
bent,  by  taking  it  from'  him  who 
negleded  to  perform  his  fundions, 
and  granting  it  to  another  under 
their  own  appointment.  This 
right  had  continued,  in  unifon 
with  the  ecclefiaftical  and  ftatute 
law,  from  the  time  of  Edward  III. 
down  to  the  prefent  hour — a  period 
of  five  hundred  years.  The  arch- 
biftiop  of  Canterbury  addrefled  the 
houfe,  to  prove  that  the  bill  was 
not  oppremve  in  its  operation,  and 
that  it  did  not  violate  the  interefts 
of  the  church.  The  power  which 
it  ggwe  to  the  bifhops  was  only 


fimilar  to  that  which  they  had  in 
the  earlieft  times,  and  the  very 
evil  now  fought  to  be  redreffed  was 
in  a  great  degree  to  be  traced  to 
the  enadment  of  a  legislative  pro- 
vifion,  which,  for  purpdfes  then 
perhaps  apparently  wife,  deprived 
the  bifhops  offuch  power,  and  fub- 
liituted  an  ad  of  parliament  as  the 
mode  of  regulation  ;  but  while  he 
approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
meafure,  he  by  no  means  pledged 
hinifelf  to  accede  to  any  one  of  its 
provifions.  The  lord  chancellor 
alfo  fpoke  to  the  fame  efFed. 

The  lords  Harrowby  andHawkef- 
bury  defended  the  bill ;  but  the 
earls  of  Lauderdale,  Moira,  and 
Buckingbamfhire,  vifeount  Sid- 
mouth,  and  lord  Holland,  were  de¬ 
cidedly  hoftile  to  it.  The  argu¬ 
ments  both  for  and  againft  it 
were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  which 
had  been  previou  fiy  ufed  in  the 
lower  houfe.  On  the  motion  for 
the  third  reading  of  it,  the  lord 
chancellor  having  appealed  to  the 
bench  of  prelates  for  their  opinions 
on  the  fubjed,  the  biffiop  of  Ro- 
chefter  declared,  that  the  bill  in  its 
prefent  form  was  completely  ina¬ 
dequate  for  the  attainments  of  the 
objeds  propofed,  and  that  it  would 
create  onefeene  of  confufion,  diftruft 
and  jealoufy.  In  this  view  of  the 
queftion  the  bifhops  of  Hereford  and 
Carlille  coincided ;  and  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  having  ftated 
that  it  would  introduce  vexation 
and  mifehief  into  the  church,  the 
bill  was  on  the  30th  of  June  re- 
jeded  without  a  divifion. 

It  was  agreed,  and  feemed  to  be 
generally  wifhed,  that  fomething 
fhould  be  done  towards  improving 
the  condition  of  inferior  clergy; 
and  in  one  of  the  debates  on  the 
bill,  a  meafure  wa3  adopted  on  the 

motion 
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motion  of  lord  Harrowby,  the  aim 
of  which  was  to  afford  fome  data 
whereon  future  proceedings  might 
be  grounded.  The  noble  lord  faid, 
it  had  all  along  been  his  opinion 
that  the  houfe had  not  adequate  in¬ 
formation  on  the  fubjefi,  he  there, 
fore  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  ma. 
jelly,  praying  that  he  would  direfl 
an  account  of  the  number  of  livings 
under  150I.  a  year  to  be  laid  before 
the  houfe.  The  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  lord  Moira  en. 
tirely  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  this  dep,  and  lord  Hawkefbury 
affured  the  houfe  that  every  thing 
fhould  be  done  to  give  effebt  to  it. 
The  quedion  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

The  houfe  of  lords  gave  judg¬ 
ment  on  an  appeal,  involving  a  point 
of  much  importance  to  the  church 
of  Scotland  ;  which  was,  whether 
the  llipend  of  a  minifter,  having 
been  once  increafed  lince  the  year 
1707,  could  legally  receive  a  fe- 
cond  augmentation.  The  court  of 
feflion  had  decided  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  and  its  decifion  was  fanflion- 
ed  by  the  lords.  An  a  61  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  afterwards  paffed  for  de¬ 
fining  and  regulating  the  powers  of 
the  commiffion  of  teinds,  or  tithes  ; 
and  for  augmenting  and  modifying 
the  dipends  of  the  Scotch  clergy. 

The  earl  of  Moira  produced  a 
bill  for  amending  the  law  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  as  far  as  related  to  ar- 
red  on  mefne  procefs,  and  imprifon- 
ment  in  execution.  In  the  former 
cafe,  he  propofed  tofliorten  the  du¬ 
ration  of  confinement,  by  compel¬ 
ling  the  plaintiff,  where  the  writ 
wasiffued  in  one  term  and  returna¬ 
ble  in  the  next,  to  declare  in  the 
term  of  the  return,  and  to  proceed 
to  trial  in  the  fucceeding  term  ;  and 
in  the  latter  cafe,  by  releafing 


debtors  at  certain  fpecilied  times,  at 
the  quarter  feffions,  on  affigning 
over  their  property  in  poffeffion 
and  reverfion,  and  alfo  rendering 
their  future  property  liable  to  their 
debts.  The  latter  mode  was  the 
principle  of  the  ceffio  bonorura  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  Roman  law  by 
Caefar,  and  fubfequently,  after 
long  experience,  adopted  by  Jufti- 
nian.  A  fimilar  law  had  long  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Holland  and  in  Denmark, 
where  it  had  been  found  equally 
efficacious.  Lord  Ellenborough 
decidedly  oppofed  the  bill,  and 
condemned  any  attempt  to  inno¬ 
vate  on  a  long  edablifhed  law, 
without  taking  a  clear  and  compre. 
henfive  view  of  the  whole  bearings 
of  the  quedion.  The  bill,  he  faid, 
had  been  drawn  up  (not  of  courfe 
by  the  noble  earl)  with  a  great  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  law,  and  with  pro- 
vifions  which  could  not  be  carried 
into  effe6l,  without  great  injudice 
and  injury.  A  plaintiff  was  at 
prefent  obliged  to  declare  within 
two  terms ;  and  as  to  arred,  it  was 
the  bed  means  of  producing  pay¬ 
ment,  or  a  compofition  of  the  debt. 
The  creditor  was  more  frequently 
an  objefl  of  compaffion  than  the 
debtor,  from  the  frauds  praflifed 
on  him.  Lord  Holland  argued 
generally  in  favour  of  the  M  , 
bill ;  but  it  was  thrown  ’  arc  f' 
out  on  a  divifion. 

Lord  Ellenborough  af¬ 
terwards  t-ook  up  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
prefented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
perfons  imprifoned  for  fmall  debts 
in  certain  cafes ;  viz.  where  the 
party  had  been  confined  in  execu¬ 
tion  for  twelve  calendar  months, 
and  where  the  debt,  exclufive  of 
cods,  did  not  amount  to  20I.  In 
fuch  cafes,  upon  application  to  any 
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of  the  fuperior  courts  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  the  party  might  be  difcharged, 
but  with  a  provifion  that  his  goods 
and  effe&s  ftould  be  liable  to  exe¬ 
cution,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
the  plaintiff  had  not  taken  in  exe¬ 
cution  the  body  of  the  defendant. 
Lord  EUenborough  faid  it  might 
be  a  Iked  why  this  power  of  dif- 
charge  was  not  given,  as  in  other 
cafes  to  the  judges  at  their  cham¬ 
bers  ;  but  fo  many  openings  for 
fraud  had  been  found  with  refpedt 
to  applications  to  judges  at  their 
chambers,  that  it  was  thought  bet¬ 
ter  to  coniine  the  application  to  the 
courts.  If  it  were  demanded,  why 
the  provifions  of  the  bill  were  not 
extended  to  larger  fums,  he  an- 
fwered  that  this  was  an  expedient, 
which,  if  found  beneficial,  might 
be  fubfequently  extended  ;  but  he 
could  not  confent,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  to  run  the  rifle  of  affe&ing 
public  credit  by  carrying  principles 
of  this  nature  too  far.  This  bill 
was  carried. 

A  bill  enabling  that  parties  might 
be  held  to  bail  on  informations  filed 
by  the  attorney  general,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  on  an  indictment  found 
by  a  grand  jury,  had  palled  through; 
the  houfe  of  commons  without 
comment.  Earl  Stanhope  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  of  peers  to 
it.  Ele  was  fupported  in  his  oppo- 
fition  to  the  meafure  by  lord  Hol¬ 
land  and  lord  Erlkine.  Thefe  no¬ 
ble  lords  contended  that  it  was  not 
only  unneceffary,  but  of  a  danger¬ 
ous  tendency  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubje<T  and  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs,  Lord  EUenborough  an¬ 
swered,  that  confiderable  mifeon- 
ception  had  taken  place  with  re- 
fpe<T  to  the  bill,  which  but  Ilightly 
altered  the  law,  and  defined  more 
accurately  the  courfe  to  be  purfued. 


As  the  law  Hood  at  prelenf,  it  was 
well  known  that  perfons  might  be 
held  to  bail  by  any  juftice  of  the 
peace  upon  a  charge  of  mifdemeanor 
as  well  as  upon  an  indictment. 
The  attorney  general  was  himfelf  a 
fworn  officer,  and  he  never  filed 
informations  without  previous  affi¬ 
davits  to  fubltantiate  the  charge  ; 
therefore  when  an  information  was 
filed  by  him,  it  was  a  prefentment 
on  oath  as  much  as  that  of  a  grand 


jury.  With  refpect  to  indictment 
and  information,  it  fhould  be  recol¬ 
lected,  that  the  perfon  accufed  had 
much  better  means  of  jollifying 
himfelf  in  the  latter  cafe  than  in 
the  former.  Before  a  grand  jury 
the  evidence  was  ex  parte ,  and  the 
proceedings  fecret.  A  perfon  ac¬ 
cufed  had  no  means  of  punifhing 
another  for  a  faife  accufation  before 
a  grand  jury,  but  he  might,  if 
falfely  accufed,  indidl  the  perfon 
who  fwore  the  affidavit  on  which 
an  information  was,  founded,  for 
perjury.  His  lordfhip  thought 
that  the  provifions  of  the  bill  were 
humanely  adapted  to  give  relief  to 
the  prifoner ;  they  would  prevent  a 
perfon  committed  to  prifon  for 
want  of  bail,  from  remaining 
there,  as  it  might  happen  for 
years,  without  the  means  ofbring- 
ing  on  his  trial ;  and  enable  the 
judge  who  tried  him,  although  not 
belonging  to  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  to  difeharge  him,  if  acquit¬ 
ted.  The  lord  chancellor  alfo  en¬ 
forced  this  lafi:  argument  in  favour 
of  the  bill,  which  was  finally  car¬ 
ried  on  the  30th  of  May. 

The  criminal  law  was  brought 
under  the  review  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  by  fir  x  g 
Samuel  Romilly  in  a  fpeech  1  * 
of  forne  length.  He  began  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  he  had  always  confi-, 
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dered  it  a  very  great  defeat  that 
capital  punifhments  were  appoint¬ 
ed  for  fo  many  crimes.  No  prin* 
ciple  could  be  more  clear,  that  it 
was  the  certainty,  and  not  the  fe- 
verity  of  punifhments,  which  ren¬ 
dered  them  efficacious.  This  had 
been  acknowledged  ever  fince  the 
treatife  on  that  fubjeft  was  pub- 
lifned  by  the  marquis  Beccaria  ; 
but  it  was  notorious  that  compara¬ 
tively  few  of  thofe  who  were  con¬ 
demned  by  the  Britifh  laws,  actu¬ 
ally  fuffered  punifh  men  t.  From  the 
returns  which  were  to  be  found  in 
the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  office,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  in  the  year  1 805,  there 
were  three  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
fons  who  received  fentence  of 
death,  of  whom  only  fixty-eight 
were  executed;  in  the  year  1806, 
three  hundred  and  five  received 
fentence  of  death,  of  whom  fifty- 
feven  were  executed  ;  in  the  year 
1807,  t^ie  number  was  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-three,  of  whom 
there  were  executed  fixty-three. 
If  the  number  of  thofe  condemned 
to  death  for  crimes,  for  Which  par¬ 
don  is  never,  or  very  rarely  grant¬ 
ed,  was  deduded  from  that  of  thofe 
conviCled  of  felonies,  which  had 
been  made  capital  from  fome  cir- 
cumftances,  that  were  not  in  truth 
circumftances  of  aggravation,  per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  found  that  of 
twenty  perfons  condemned  to  die, 
only  one  fuffered  death.  His  pre- 
fent  purpcfe  was  to  call  the  notice 
of  the  houfe  to  one  ciafs  only  of 
thefe  fcvere  ftatutes,  that  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  harfhnefs  which  was  not 
originally  intended  :  thofe  in  which 
the  capital  part  of  the  charge  de¬ 
pended  on  the  amount  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  ftoien  ;  fueh  as  the  ftatute  of 
Elizabeth,  which  punifhed  with 
death  the  ftealing  'privately  from 
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the  perfon  of  another,  property  to 
the  value  of  twelve  pence  ;  the  adt 
of  William  and  Mary,  which  made 
privately  ftealing  in  a  fh.op  to  the 
amount  of  five  Ihiilings  a  capital 
felony,  and  many  other  ftatutes  of 
the  fame  kind.  Such  an  alteration 
had  taken  place  in  the  value  of 
money  fince  thofe  ftatutes  palled, 
that  it  was  aftonilhing  the  law 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain  in 
words  the  fame  to  the  prefent  day, 
the  offences  having  become  altoge¬ 
ther  different.  Perhaps  there  vyas 
no  cafe,  which  could  render  more 
ftriking  the  truth  of  lord  Bacon’s 
obfervation,  that  time  was  the 
greateft  of  all  innovators  ;  for  in 
proportion  as  every  thing  which 
contributed  to  the  fupport,  the 
comfort,  and  the  luxuries  of  life 
had  grown  dearer,  the  life  of  man 
had  become  cheaper  and  of  lefs  ac¬ 
count.  Many  mifchievous  confe- 
quences  refulted  from  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things.  Juries  were  placed  in  the 
painful  fituation  of  violating  one  of 
two  duties  :  they  were  reduced  to 
the  alternative  of  infringing  their 
oaths,  or  what  they  werefometimes 
erroneoully  induced  to  think  more 
binding  on  them,  the  diftates  of 
humanity.  Often  againft  the 
plaineft  evidence,  juries  found  the 
property  not  to  be  of  the  value  of 
which  they  and  every  body  elfe 
knew  it  to  be  ;  and  this  came  to 
be  conlkiered,  as  Biackftone  ex- 
preffed  it,  i(  a  pious  perjury 
words  which  every  body  muft  be 
forry  to  fee  put  together,  for  no¬ 
thing  could  lead  to  more  immoral 
confequences,  than  that  men  fhould 
familiarize  themfelveswith  thevio- 
tion  of  a  judicial  oath.  Offenders 
were  often  acquitted  againft  the 
cleareft  evidence,  and  the  very  fe- 
verity  of  thofe  laws,  by  a  neceffary 
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confequence  held  out  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  crimes.  While  there  were 
thus  two  laws,  one  upon  the  ftatute 
book,  and  another  in  pradice,  a 
total  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
nature  of  that  which  is  held  to  be 
the  moft  valuable  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  the  prerogative  of  ffiowing 
mercy  ;  and  the  crown  had  the 
painful  duty  impofed  on  it  of  fe- 
leHing  thofe  upon  whom  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  law  fhouldbe  executed. 
In  London  and  Middlefex  this  was 
done  by  the  privy  council ;  but 
upon  all  the  circuits,  the  duty  de¬ 
volved  upon  the  different  judges  of 
affize.  No  rules  were  laid  down 
to  govern  them  in  the  difcharge  of 
it,  but  they  were  left  to  their  own 
difcretion,  which  muft  neccifarily 
be  fo  various  as  their  feveral  ha¬ 
bits,  fentiments,  and  modes  of 
thinking.  It  might  be  the  opinion 
of  one  judge,  that  punifhments 
ought  to  be  inflkled  moil:  briefly 
when  crimes  were  moft  frequent ; 
another,  with  the  fame  anxiety  for 
the  difeharge  of  his  duty,  might 
think  it  was  moft  ufeful  to  be  ri¬ 
gorous  when  crimes  made  their  fir  if 
appearance.  One  judge  is  more 
influenced  by  humanity  ;  another 
more  fwayed  by  a  fenfe  of  what  is 
due  to  thefafetyof  the  community. 
Thus  their  difcretion  was  apt  to  be 
exercifed  under  motives  not  only 
different  but  quite  contrary.  He 
therefore  fhould  move,  in  the  flrft 
place,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  remove  fo  much  of  an  afl  made 
in  the  8th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
as  took  away  the  benefit  of  clergy 
from  individuals  convifled  of 
dealing  privily  from  the  perfon  of 
another. 

There  was  another  fubjeft  which 
he  thought  required  the  interpofl- 

;ion  cf  the  legiflatnrc  ;  it  w-as  to 
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provide  in  certain  cafes,  a  compel* 
fation  to  perfons  tried  and  acquit¬ 
ted,  after  having  been  long  detain¬ 
ed  in  prifon.  At  prefent  they  had 
no  compenfation,  except  by  an  ac¬ 
tion  for  a  malicious  profecution, 
where  the  judge  was  fatisfied  it 
was  proper  to  grant  a  copy  of  the 
indiftment.  Iffufpicion  of  having 
committed  a  crime  fell  upon  an  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  labouring  clafs  of 
the  people,  whofe  family  depended 
on  his  daily  wages  for  fubfiftence, 
lie  might  lie  eight  months  in  gaol 
(for  that  was  fometimes  the  inter¬ 
val  between  the  fummer  and  lent 
affixes,  in  the  four  northern  circuits 
he  might  be  imprifoned  above  a 
year),  and  his  family  in  the  mean 
time  would  probably  be  configned 
to  the  workhoufe.  On  his  return 
home,  after  an  acquittal  which 
fully  efrablifhed  his  innocence,  he 
might  End  that  family  ruined  in 
their  health,,  or  corrupted  in  their 
morals.  Whenever  private  pro¬ 
perty  was  interfered  with,  by  the 
authority  of  parliament,  for  the 
utility  or  convenience  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  an  ample  recompenfe  was  care¬ 
fully  made  to  the  owner;  but  what 
was  that  lofs  which  was  thus  corn- 
pen  fated  to  the  opulent,  compared 
with  the  injury  Offered  by  the 
poor  man  in  the  cafe  which  he  had 
mentioned  ?  It  would  be  faid  fuch 
a  cafe  did  not  happen  often,  but  it 
fometimes  did  happen,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  a  remedy  ought,  no  doubt,  to 
be  provided.  The  difficulty  was, 
that  it  was  not  every  man  who 
was  acquitted  that  deferved  com- 
penfation  ;  becaufe  many  were  ac¬ 
quitted  who  were  flill  guilty,  ac¬ 
quittals  from  defe&s  of  form  being 
unavoidable  under  the  belt  ordered 
laws.  Another  difficulty  was,  that 
if  fuch  a  remedy  were  given  by 
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it  might  have  a  mifchievous  effeft 
towards  thofe  very  perfons  who 
were  the  objc&s  of  red  refs,  as  the 
evidence  was  fometimes  in  trials  fo 
nicely  balanced,  that  if  the  jury  felt 
themfelves  reduced  to  the  alterna¬ 
tive  of  convicting,  or  of  giving  a 
reward  to  the  prifoner  by  acquit¬ 
ting  him,  this  condderation  might 
have  the  effeCt  of  determining  them 
to  conviCt.  The  difcretion  of  fay¬ 
ing  in  what  cafes  compenfation 
fhould  be  given  could  only  be  re- 
poled  in  the  jury  or  in  the  court  ; 
and  he  thought  that  there  could 
be  no  hedtation  which  fhould  have 
it.  The  attention  of  the  jury 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the 
fingle  point  of  afcertaining  the  faCt 
of  guilty  or  not.  He  meant  to 
take  as  a  model  for  the  bill  which 
he  purpofed  to  bring  forward,  an 
aCt  paffed  in  the  a^th  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  II.  which  placed 
it  in  the  power  of  the  court,  upon 
confideration  of  the  profecutor’s 
circurrs {lances,  to  grant  him  an  order 
on  the  treafurer  of  the  county  for  his 
ex  pences,  and  a  reafonable  allowance 
for  his  time.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
thought  that  the  fame  reafon  exid- 
ed  for  giving  a  fimilar  recompenfe 
in  cafes  of  mifdemeanor,  but  he 
meant  to  confine  it  to  felonies,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  principle  of  the  aCt  of 
George  II.  and  to  give  compenfa¬ 
tion  to  perfons  acquitted  only  in 
the  fame  cafes  where  it  was  already 
by  law  given  to  the  profecutor. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  law  on  the 
crime  of  privately  dealing,  and  in 
the  committee  the  folicitor  general 
propofed  a  claufe  enaCiing  that  the 
higheft  punifhment  for  this  offence 
fhould  be  tranfportation  for  life, 
and  the  lowed  tranfportation  for  a 
period  not  lefs  than  feven  years, 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  S 


but  giving  the  judge  a  power  to 
fubditute  for  this  permanent  or 
temporary  banifhment,  imprifon- 
ment  in  the  houfe  of  correction,  for 
three  years  or  a  fhorter  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumdances  of  the 
cafe.  The  claufe  was  adopted  ; 
and,  with  this  amendment,  the  bill 
paffed. 

On  the  fecond  point  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe  by  fir  Samuel  Romilly, 
the  propriety  of  giving  a  compenfa¬ 
tion  to  perfons  tried  for  felonies  and 
acquitted,  dr  Francis  Burden  and 
the  folicitor  general  thought,  that 
in  fuch  a  plan  the  evil  would  pre¬ 
ponderate  over  the  good.  A  heavy 
refponfibiiity  mud  attach  to  the 
judge  in  confequence  of  it.  If  he 
refufed  to  give  the  recompenfe,  it 
would  be  luppofed  that  he  enter- 
tained  an  unfavourable  opinion  of 
the  innocence  of  the  perfon  by 
whom  it  was  required.  The  folici¬ 
tor  general  moreover  demanded 
how  a  judge  could  decide  on  a 
claim  of  compenfation,  if  a  man 
were  acquitted  on  an  error  in  the 
indi&ment,  before  the  merits  of  his 
cafe  were  invedigated  ?  As  a  no¬ 
velty,  he  faid,  this  propodtion 
ought  to  be  watched  with  jealoufy. 
It  appeared  to  him  impodible  to 
execute  the  me  a  fare  without  much 
mifchief.  If  the  compenfation 
were  to  be  made  out  of  the  county 
rate,  it  might  prove  a  great  dif- 
couragement  to  profecutions,  or  in 
the  event  of  a  trial,  that  cireurru 
dance  might  operate  on  fome  minds 
againft  the  accufed.  This  quedion 
was  not  farther  agitated  during  the 
feflion. 

The  manner  in  which  lord  Gren¬ 
ville's  proposal  for  the  better  admL 
nidration  of  judice  in  Scotland  was 
rendered  abortive  in  1807,  ^as 
been  related  in  the  volume  for 
:ries.  [ibTj  that 
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that  period.  The  lord  chancellor 
this  year  brought  forward  a  bill  to 
divide  the  court  of  feffion  into  two 
chambers  of  feven  and  eight  judges, 
to  give  thofe  courts  certain  powers 
of  making  regulations  in  regard  to 
proceedings,  and  with  refpeCt  to 
interim  executions  while  appeals 
were  pending  ;  and  alfo  to  iffue  a 
commiffion  in  what  cafes  it  might 
be  proper  to  eftablifn  a  trial  by 
jury.  To  that  mode  of  trial,  his 
lordfh ip  obferved,  England  owed 
her  happinefs  and  liberty  ;  but  it 
did  not  follow,  that  the  trial  by 
jury  was  equally  applicable  to 
Scotland.  To  force  it  upon  a 
country  where,  in  civil  cafes,  its 
benefits  were  not  underftood  or  ap¬ 
preciated,  would  neither  be  wife 
nor  politic. 

Lord  Grenville  retained  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
divide  the  court  of  feffion  into  three 
chambers  than  two  j  and  he  thought 
that  the  bill  ought  to  contain  a 
{Longer  recommendation  of  the 
trial  by  jury.  In  the  lad:  fenti- 
ment,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  con¬ 
curred  ;  but  lord  Melville  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  recommendation 
was  already  too  ftrong,  and  lord 
Hawkefbury  faid  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve,  that  trial  by  jury  in  civil 
caufes  was  fufficiently  underftood 
in  Scotland.  This  bill  was  carried, 
as  well  as  another  for  allowing 
judges  who  retired  from  the  bench 
in  Scotland,  in  confequence  of  old 
age  and  infirmity,  a  proviilon 
equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  falary 
attached  to  their  offices. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
bill  for  preventing  the  grant  of 
offices  inreverfion  was  unexpectedly 
thrown  out  by  the  houfe  of  lords, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  feffion 
of  parliament,  and  that  the  houfe 


of  commons  addreffed  his  majefty, 
praying  him  not  to  grant  any  office, 
place,  emolument,  or  falary  in  re- 
verfion,  or  for  joint  lives,  with 
benefit  of  furvivorfhip,  until  fix 
weeks  after  parliament  ffiould  meet 
this  year,  with  which  petition  the 
king  mo  ft  gracioufty  complied, 
Mr.  Banks  renewed  the  bill  as 
early  as  tire  25th  of  January,  and 
it  palled  through  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  with  no  oppofition,  except 
from  Mr.  William  Dundas,  who 
objeCled  to  the  principle  of  it 
altogether,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
invaded  the  inherent  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  not  merely  by  fu Im¬ 
pending,  but  by  taking  away  and 
deftroying  its  right  of  granting 
certain  offices  according  to  efta- 
blifhed  ufage.  In  the  houfe  , 
of  lords,  it  was  again  def-  afC 
tined  to  encounter  the  un¬ 
qualified  hoftility  of  lord  Arden, 
who  not  only  confidered  the  bill  as 
an  infringement  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  ;  but,  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  brought  before 
their  lordlhips,  as  an  encroach¬ 
ment  on  their  privileges.  Without 
aCfually  comparing  it  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  plunged  the  country  in 
a  civil  war  in  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury,  he  pretty  plainly  infinuated 
that  it  was  nearly  of  the  . 
fame  caft ;  and  when  the  arC  1 
houfe  was  proceeding  to  go  °# 
into  a  committee  cn  the  bill,  he 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day 
fhould  be  difeharged.  Lord  Re. 
defdale  took  up  the  fame  line  of 
argument.  He  could  fee  nothing 
to  fear  in  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  which  had  been  diminifhed 
rather  than  increafed,  ftnee  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill.  Its  influence  was  no 
more  than  what  it  ought  to  be  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  own  dignity, 
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and  was  fully  counterbalanced  by 
the  growing  influence  of  the  other 
eftates.  It  was  faid  that  the  mea- 
fure  went  no  further  than  to  a 
temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  prero¬ 
gative.  Whether  the  bill  was  for 
one,  two,  or  four  years,  was  juft 
the  fame  to  him.  The  principle* 
not  the  duration  of  the  meafure, 
was  the  object  of  his  diflike ;  in 
the  principle  was  the  mifchief,  and 
he  would  oppofe  it  in  the  very 
beginning.  Let  their  lordfhips 
look  to  the  beginning  of  the  French 
revolution.  Let  them  conflder 
what  irreparable  mifchief  followed 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Neckar  to  in~ 
creafe  the  number  and  confequently 
the  weight  of  the  tiers  etat .  The 
tiers  etat  prevailed;  the  nobility 
were  foon  profcribed,  defpoiled 
of  their  poiTeffions,  and  driven 
into  beggary  and  exile.  What 
was  the  pretext  for  that  violent 
change  ?  4  The  reform  of  abufes ; 
the  adoption  of  an  economical  fyf. 
tem.  If,  therefore,  their  lordfhips 
were  wife,  they  would  refill  this 
firft  attempt  of  a  flmilar  nature. 

The  extreme  imprudence  of  thus 
making  the  dignity,  the  privileges, 
and  the  exiftence  of  the  peerage, 
depend  on  the  royal  power  of 
granting  offices  in  reverfion,  on  the 
continuance  of  abufes,  and  the  re¬ 
jection  of  every  plan  of  economy, 
unfortunately  palled  without  any 
comment.  This  very  bad  and 
dangerous  reafoning  of  his  lordfhip 
Ought  to  have  been  expofed  and 
refuted ;  and  the  ufefulnefs  and 
neceffity  of  the  illuftrious  body  of 
which  lord  Redcfdale  is  a  member, 
to  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the 
ftate  Ihould  have  been  vindicated. 

The  lord  chancellor  oppofed  the 
bill  in  its  prefent  fhape,  as  wholly 
unfit  to  pafs  into  a  law,  from  the 
vague  manner  in  which  it  was 
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drawn  up,  and  the  general  enad- 
roents  which  it  contained.  The 
earl  of  Carlifle,  the  earl  Moira, 
lord  Auckland  and  lord  Hood  ob¬ 
jected  to  it,  becaufe  no  neceffity 
for  it  had  been  proved.  Earl  Grey 
obferved,  that  it  had  been  found, 
while  grants  of  offices  in  reverfion 
continued  to  be  made  by  the 
crown,  impoffible  to  abolilh  or 
regulate  thofe  offices,  which,  from 
a  change  in  circumftarices,  had 
confiderably  varied  in  the  nature 
of  their  importance,  and  the  extent 
of  their  duties,  fince  the  period 
when  they  were  originally  be¬ 
llowed.  There  were  alfo  offices 
enjoyed  by  perfons  under  fucli 
grants,  wherein  from  many  caufes, 
fuch  a  confiderable  advance  in  the 
falary  and  profits  had  taken  place, 
as  never  could  have  been  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  crown,  when 
it  conferred  them,  or  in  the  view 
of  the  public  when  it  aflented  to 
that  prerogative,  in  virtue  of 
which  the  power  of  giving  them, 
was  exercifed.  Indeed,  in  the  cafe 
of  the  noble  lord  ( Arden),  who 
had  thought  proper  to  move  the 
amendment,  he  perceived  the 
ftrongcft  iiiuftration  of  the  propo- 
fition.  In  adverting  to  this  fa<ft, 
he  was  as  fincerely  imprefled,  as 
any  man  who  heard  him,  with  the 
valid  and  juft  title  of  the  noble 
lord  to  the  benefits  of  the  fituation 
which  he  held  under  this  fpecies  of 
grant*  He  did  not  attribute  to  him 
any  other  motive  for  the  line  of 
conduct  which  he  had  adopted  on 
this  occafion,  than  the  conviction  ha 
entertained  of  the  injuftice  and  im¬ 
propriety  of  infringing  on  the  pre¬ 
rogative,  a  confluence  which  he, 
in  lord  Grey’s  opinion,  had  fo  de-, 
lufively  attached  to  the  meafure. 
But  was  there  a  man  prefent,  who 
who  was  not  fully  convinced,  that 
{H  2]  the 
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the  falary  of  the  reverfionary  of¬ 
fice  which  the  noble  lord  held,  had, 
by  the  operation  of  unexpected  and 
recent  caufes,  totally  changed  its 
original  extent,  and  advanced  in 
profit  far  beyond  any  eftimate  that 
was  ever  entertained,  either  by  the 
perfon  who  granted,  or  by  him 
who  received  the  office  ?  If  he 
were  not  much  mifinformed,  that 
place  had  increafed  in  income,  from 
comparatively  a  very  trifling 
amount,  to  the  enormous  fum  of 
20,oool.  per  annum  !  Could  there 
be  wanting  any  further  proofs  to 
eftablifh  the  expediency  of  the 
prohibition  contained  in  the  bill  P 
Or  could  the  houfe  believe  that 
this  was  a  folitary  cafe,  or  one  not 
fufficientiy  ftrong  to  induce  their 
lordfnips  to  interpofe  a  legiflative 
corredlion  againft  the  continuance 
of  fo  dangerous  a  fyflem?  Lord 
Grey  contended  that  the  bill,  far 
from  infringing  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  would  prevent  its  being 
ftripped  of  thofe  rights  which  were 
neceffary  to  its  honour  and  fecu- 
rity.  In  the  recital  of  the  evils 
which  might  probably  enfue  from 
adopting  this  bill,  allufion  had 
been  made  to  the  hiflory  of  this 
country  during  part  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  and  to  the  French 
revolution.  In  reviewing  the 
dreadful  occurrences  of  thofe  un¬ 
happy  times,  and  particularly  in 
the  period  of  our  own  hiftory,  we 
were  induced  to  overlook  the  er¬ 
rors  of  that  unfortunate  monarch, 
Charles  I.,  in  the  tragic  cataftrophe 
which  befel  him.  But  were  the 
calamities  of  that  reign  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  any  conceftions  to  the 
claims  of  the  people  ?  Unhappily 
the  melancholy  fate  of  that  prince 
could  be  traced  to  the  obftinacy 
with  which  every  improvement 
was  oppofed,  to  the  unbending 


difinclination  to  conform  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  times,  and  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  mental  advancement.  With 
refpeft  to  the  French  revolution, 
where  could  be  found  a  more  fig- 
nal  and  terrible  exemplification  of 
the  danger  of  not  yielding  to  thofe 
plans  of  falutary  and  wholefome 
correction,  which  the  defers  of 
all  human  eftablifhments  render 
abfohitely  neceffary  ?  Lord  Grey 
conjured  the  houfe  to  hefitate, 
before  it  committed  itfelf  \vith  the 
country,  by  rejecting  a  meafure 
which  the  people  expected,  and 
which  in  its  operation  muff  tend  to 
alleviate  the  preffure  of  the  fevere, 
though  unavoidable  burthens,  under 
which  they  laboured. 

The  houfe  divided  on  lord  Ar¬ 
den’s  motion,  and  the  numbers  on 
each  fide  being  equal,  the  non- 
contents,  according  to  the  ufage  of 
the  houfe,  carried  the  queftion  for 
going  into  a  committee.  Lord 
Ilawkefbury  then  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  fhould 
be  continued  till  the  rft  day  of 
June  i8io.  This  propofition  was 
fupported  by  lord  Harrowby  and 
lord  Mulgrave,  and  refilled  by 
lords  Grey,  Holland,  and  Spencer, 
though  they  faid  that  rather  than 
give  up  the  bill  itfelf,  or  rifk  the 
chance  of  lofing  it  altogether,  they 
would  not,  if  thefenfe  of  the  houfe 
fhould  be  for  the  amendment,  op- 
pofe  the  bill  fo  amended.  Lord 
H  avvk^fbury *s  motion  was  loft  on 
a  divifion.  When  the  bill  ^  ^ 

was  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
lord  Redefdale  renewed  his 
hoftility  to  it,  and  earl  Grey  again 
combated  his  arguments.  Lord 
Llawkefbury  cbferved,  that  the 
propofed  amendments  having  been 
rejected  in  the  committee,  he  mull 
give  the  bill  his  decided  negative  ; 
and  the  houfe  immediately  proceed- 
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ing  to  a  divifion,  it  was  thrown 
out  by  a  large  majority. 

March  Having  been  thus  twice 
difappointed  in  accomplilh- 
ing  his  object,  Mr.  Bankes 
brought  a  bill  into  the  lower  houfe 
to  fufpend  the  grant  of  offices  in 
reverfion  for  a  limited  period  ;  in 
■order  that  the  committee  of  finance 


might,  in  the  mean  time,  conclude 
their  enquiries  what  offices  were  fit 
to  be  reformed  or  abolilhed.  At 
firft  he  propofed  that  the  bill  fhould 
be  in  force  for  two  years;  but 
though  he  thought  even  that  term 
too  lhort,  yet  as  Mr.  Perceval 
fuggefted  that  it  was  the  very  pe¬ 
riod  which  the  lords  had  rej  Med, 
he  afterwards  altered  the  duration  • 
of  it  to  one  }rear  from  the  paffing 
of  the  aff,  and  from  the  clofe  of 
that  year  to  the  end  of  fix  weeks 
from  the  commencement  of  the  fub- 
fequent  feffion  of  parliament.  Lord 
Porchefter,  Mr.  Whitbread,  fir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  Mr.  Tierney 
gave  full  credit  to  the  motive 
which  had  induced  Mr.  Bankes  to 
make  thefe  alterations  in  the  mea- 
fure,  but  thought  the  changes  an 
abandonment  of  the  principle  which 
the  houfe  had  fo  frequently  afiferted. 
In  one  of  the  debates  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  Mr.  Tierney  a  Iked  whether 
the  bill  in  its  prefen t  form  would 
have  the  full  and  cordial  fupport  of 
his  majefty’s  minifters?  No 
anfwer  being  given  to  this 
queftion,  Mr.  Whitbread 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  the 
next  day  move  to  reftore  the  bill 
precifely  to  the  ftate  in  which  the 
lull  bill  was  fent  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.  The  fpeaker  having  ap- 
prifed  him,  that  fuch  a  propofition 
would  be  contrary  to  the  courfe  of 
parliamentary  proceeding,  Mr. 
Whitbread  intimated  that  he  fhould 
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propofe  to  make  the  bill  literally 
different  from  the  laft,  but  fun  ft  an¬ 
tially  the  fame;  the  fpeaker  ft  ill 
declaring  that  it  was  irregular  to 
make  fuch  a  prop  Titian,  Mr. 
Whir-bread  ftated,  that  he  fhoald 
probably  move  fo  extend  the  limi- 
tion  to  the  term  of  99  years.  By 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  however, 
he  wifely  defifted  from  all  fuch 
proceedings,  Mr.  Wilberforce  ar¬ 
gued  in  favour  of  modifying  the 
meafure,  in  order  that  the  objec¬ 
tions  which  the  lords  had  to  it 
might  he  removed,  and  applauded 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bankes  for 
evincing  a  defi-e  to  achieve  every 
good  that  was  practicable.  Little 
was  fa  id  on  the  fubjeci  by  mi¬ 
nifters  ;  but  Mr.  Perceval  pro- 
felled,  that  he  never  faw  the 
great  benefits  which  fome  fuppofed 
likely  to  refit  It  from  the  bill,  in 
point  of  public  economy.  This 
opinion  furprifed  fir  John  Newport, 
who  mentioned  that  in  the  cuftom- 
houfe  of  Ireland,  there  were  no 
fewer  than  nine  offices  held  in 
reverfion,  to  each  of  which  a  falary 
of  three  hundred  a  year  was  an¬ 
nexed  ;  and  the  ferious  part  of  the 
evil  was,  that  an  infurmountable 
obftacle  was  thus  raifed  to  reform 
in  that  department.  The  office  of 
ftorekeeper  of  the  port  of  Dublin 
had  been  originally  granted  for 
three  lives,  and  was  now  held  for 
two  (the  two  Beresfords),  to  which 
was  attached  a  falary  of  2135I. 
which  might  be  fpared  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  after  paying  a  deputy  for  per¬ 
forming  all  the  duties  of  the  office. 
The  appointment  of  craner  and 
wharfinger  of  the  port  of  Dublin, 
all  the  duties  of  which  were  exe¬ 
cuted  by  a  deputy  for  300I.  was 
held  by  two  brothers  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Hertford,  with  reverfion 
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to  lord  H.  S.  Conway,  and  the 
falary  of  it  was  loool.  a  year.  The 
office  of  comptroller  of  the  port  of 
Cork  was  held  by  fir  John  Lees, 
with  reverfion  to  his  two  fons, 
with  a  falary  of  8ooh  a  year,  after 
paying  a  perfon  for  difcharging  the 
duty.  The  officer  of  taker  of 
wines,  which  had  been  dropped 
for  two  centuries,  was  renewed  in 
favour  of  the  right  honourable  J. 
Beresford,  with  a  falary  of  ioool. 
a  year.  Sir  John  Newport  faid,  if 
he  were  to  go  into  the  law  depart¬ 
ment,  he  could  find  places,  not 
jnerely  of  8  or  900I.,  but  of  9, 
10,  or  i?,ocol.  per  annum, 

.  ^  The  bill  was  palled,  and 
r  ordered  to  the  upper  houfe, 
JI*  where  it  was  fupported  by 
lord  Hawkefbury,  earl  Grofvenor, 
lord  Harrowby,  lord  Somers,  lord 
Holland,  and  the  lord  chancellor  ; 
it  was  combated  by  the  earl 
Moira,  and  lord  Redefdale,  but 
^  was  finally  carried  without 
‘  f  producing  any  debate  of  im- 
I2,  parlance.  The  public  felt 
a  ftrong  interek  in  the  fuccefs  of 
this  meafure.  Soon  after  the  lail 
bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords, 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London  prefented  petitions  to  both 
houfes  of  the  legikature,  expref- 
.  ^  five  of  their  regret  that  it 
had  been  rejected,  and 
praying  that  fteps  might 
be  taken  to  carry  into  eftedl  fome 
proceeding  to  prevent  the  grant  of 
offices  in  reverfion,  a  meafure 
which  they  deemed  necefiary  to 
conciliate  the  affe&ions  of  the 
people,  under  the  prefent  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  country. 

The  dikrefs  of  the  planters  in 
the  Weft  India  ikands  belonging 
to  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  per¬ 
sons  engaged  in  the  trade  of  thofe 


colonies,  having  become  extremely 
urgent,  owing  to  a  large  aceumu** 
lation  of  produce  for  which  there 
was  no  fale,  a  feleft  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Perceyal,  to  enquire 
how  far  it  might  be  praCti- 
cable  and  expedient  to  confine  the 
diftilleries  of  the  united  kingdom 
to  the  ufe  of  fugar  and  moiafles 
only,  and  alfo  what  other  pro- 
vifion  could  be  made  for  the  relief 
of  thefe  individuals.  The  firft  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  decidedly 
recommended  the  propriety  of  re¬ 
gaining  the  diftilleries  in  Great 
Britain  to  the  ufe  of  the  articles 
pointed  out  in  their  inftruftions, 
inftead  of  grain  ;  but  ftated  that 
the  rekridion  would  be  inapplica¬ 
ble  to  Ireland,  where  it  would 
only  lead  to  an  increafe  of  illicit 
cfikiilation,  in  confequence  of  the 
ftrong  preference  entertained  by 
the  people  for  corn  fpirit,  and  the 
corrupt  habits  of  the  revenue  offi¬ 
cers  ;  therefoie  to  fufpend  all  in- 
tercourfe  in  the  fupply  of  fpirits 
between  the  two  ikands,  while  the 
reftri&ion  continued,  was  the  bed 
fecurity  that  could  be  afforded  to 
the  Britifh  revenue  and  com¬ 
modity.  The  report  went  on  to 
intimate  that,  independently  of 
giving  relief  to  the  Weft  India 
planters  and  merchants,  the  pro¬ 
hibition  would  be  a  wife  meafure 
for  fecuring  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  as  the  committee  had  found 
that  the  ifland  was  generally  de- 
yen  lent  for  a  fufticient  fupply  of 
corn  and  flour  upon  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  that  this  fupply  was  cut 
off  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  Europe, 
without  any  profpeft  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  refource  in  the  laft  year’s 
crop  at  home.  It  appeared  that 

Great, 
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Great  Britain  imported  annually 
about  770,000  quarters  of  grain, 
and  that  the  diftilleries  confumed 
about  470,000  quarters  ;  con  fre¬ 
quently  the  reftri&ion  would  very 
confiderably  lighten  the  preffure 
of  any  fcarcity  that  might  enfue 
lor  want  ol  the  ufual  importation, 
by  leaving  the  470,000  quarters 
of  grain  for  the  food  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  As,  however,  the  committee 
were  aware  that  in  the  event  of  a 
fuperabundant  harveft,  the  prppof* 
ed  fufpenfion  might  be  found  very 
hurtful  to  the  agricultural  clafies 
of  the  community— -that  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  might  relieve  the 
Weft  India  planters  from  their 
diftrefs,  and  that  probably  fome 
meafures  might  be  devifed  which 
would  alleviate  that  diftrefs,  be¬ 
fore  the  period  to  which  it  was 
intended  to  limit  the  fufpenfion, 
they  recommended  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  that  any  bill  to  be 
brought  in,  founded  on  this  report, 
fhould  contain  a  claufe  granting  a 
power  to  the  king  in  council, 
upon  a  fufficient  notice,  to  remove 
the  reftrittion,  and  allow  the  dif- 
t filers  to  carry  on  their  trade  in 
the  accuftorued  manner.  Three 
other  reports  were  fubfequently 
laid  before  the  houfe,  but  they 
either  chiefly  related  to  matters 
of  detail  for  the  advantage  of 
Weft  India  produce,  or  contained 
fuggeftions  on  which  no  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings  were  infti- 
tuted. 

A  bill  to  confine  the  diftilleries 
to  the  confumption  of  fugar  and 
molaffes,  for  a  limited  time,  was 
fubmitted  to  parliament,  It  was 
warmly  contefted  in  every  ftage 
of  its  progrefs  ;  and  upon  every 
divifion  the  majorities  were  un, 
ufually  fmall,  It  was  after  ted 


that  there  was  no  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  a  deficiency  in  the  enfuing 
harveft,  and  if  the  landed  intereft 
were  left  to  itfelf,  it  would  be 
able  to  fupply  the  nation  with 
grain.  But  the  chief  arguments 
ag  tinft  the  general  principle  of 
the  bill  were,  that  it  was  a  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment  on  the  agri¬ 
culture  of  the  country,  by  tending 
to  make  it  depend  on  temporary 
circumftances.  It  would  natu¬ 
rally  diminilh.  the  growth  of 
grain  ;  for  if  the  confumption  of 
the  diftilleries  were  taken  out  of 
the  market  this  year,  the  farmer, 
having  no  feeurity  that  the  experi¬ 
ment  might  not  be  repeated,  would 
only  cultivate  a  quantity  adequate 
to  other  purpofes.  The  corn 
raifed  for  the  ufe  of  the  diftilleries 
could  at  any  time  be  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  food  of  the  people  ; 
and  thus  a  refource  was  always 
certain  in  cafes  of  real  dearth,  by 
fufpending  the  operation  of  the 
diftilleries  ;  a  refource  which 
would  be  cut  off  by  the  fubftitu- 
tion  of  fugar  and  molaffes  for 
grain.  To  encourage  diftillation 
from  corn  was  therefore  as  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  nation,  as  the 
eftabliihment  of  public  granaries. 

A  great  alarm  was  excited 
throughout  the  country  by  this 
meafure.  The  comments  in  the 
newfpapers  increafed  the  general 
apprehenfion.  Numerous  petitions 
were  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  againft  the  bill,  but 
without  effedft.  It  was  pa  fled  by 
the  lower  houfe  on  the  14th  of 
June,  and  by  the  upper,  a  few 
days  before  the  cjofe  of  the  feflion. 
In  the  latter,  though  ftrongly 
oppofed,  it  produced  but  one  de« 
bate. 

As  Mr.  Pauli  was  not  returned 
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a  member  of  the  houfe  oF  com¬ 
mons  for  the  laft  or  exiting  par¬ 
liament,  no  proceedings  had  taken 
place  on  the  original  charges 
brought  by  that  gentleman  againft 
the  marquis  Wellefley  ;  but  upon 
the  papers  which  had  been  pro¬ 
duced,  other  accufations  were  this 
year  founded  by  lord  Folk'ftone. 
Thefe  related  to  the  tranfadions 
of  the  marquis  in  Oude,  and  were 
to  the  following  effeCt.  In  1798 
the  Eaft  India  company  expelled 
an  ufurper  from  the  throne  of 
Oude,  and  elevated  the  legitimate 
claimant  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
ftate.  On  that  occaficn  the  newly 
created  nabob  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  his  protestors,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  the 
entire  defence  of  his  territories, 
both  againft  internal  and  external 
enemies,  was  to  reft  with  the  com¬ 
pany,  in  return  for  which  he  was 
to  pay,  by  monthly  inftalments, 
an  annual  fubfidy  of  76  lacs  of 
rupees,  or  9 1?., cool,  fterling;  that 
for  this  purpofe  of  defence,  the 
company  fhould  conftantlv  main¬ 
tain  in  Oude  a  force  of  from  ten 
to  thirteen  thoufand  men,  and  if 
more  than  the  larger  number 
fhould  at  any  time  be  necefiary, 
the  nabob  fheuld  defray  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  difference.  It  was 
farther  ftipul'ated,  that  if  the 
monthly  inftalments  fhould  fall  in 
arrear,  the  company  fhould  then 
require  fecurity  for  the  regular 
difeharge  of  the  fame.  All  po¬ 
litical  power,  and  even  all  com¬ 
munication  writh  o'hcr  ftates,  were 
taken  from  the  nabob ;  but  full 
authority  over  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  country,  over  his  houfehold 
concerns,  hereditary  dominions, 
his  troops  and  fubjefts,  was  left 
to  him  by  the  exprefs  words  of 


the  treaty.  It  appeared  that  the 
nabob’s  predeceflbr,  confcious  of 
the  defect  of  his  title  to  the 
throne,  had  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  aff  ft  ion  of  the  troops 
by  unbounded  largeifes,  fo  that 
the  new  nabob  found  them  totally 
undifeiplined,  difeontented  with 
the  change  that  had  taken  place, 
and  difaftcCted  to  his  perfon.  1  he 
two  preceding  reigns  had  been  fig— 
nalized  bv  great  profufion  and  ex- 
penfe,  the  welfare  ot  the  country 
had  been  neglected,  its  finances 
dilapidated,  agriculture  unattended 
to,  and  the  moft  burthenfome 
taxes  impofed  on  the  people.  Ac¬ 
cording  therefore  to  the  evident 
interefts  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  an  article  was  inferted  in  the 
treaty,  that  a  reform  of  the  civil 
and  military  affairs  of  the  country 
fhould  be  undertaken,  and  that  the 
nabob  fhould  advife  with  the 
government  of  Bengal  on  the  fuh- 
jeCt,  The  prince  on  his  part 
faithfully  a  died  in  conformity 
with  this  ftipulation,  endeavouring 
by  every  means  to  remedy  the  dif- 
orders  in  his  government,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  bad  condition  of  the 
army,  and  with  this  intent,  in  a 
fhort  time  he  actually  reduced  his 
regular  battalions  to  half  their 
complement  of  men.  Four  months 
after  rite  fignature  of  this  compact 
of  1798,  lord  Wellefley  arrived 
in  India,  and  he  forthwith  formed 
a  plan  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
proviftons  of  it  ;  but  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  more  importance 
prevented  his  lordfhtp  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  the  bufinefs  till  the 
following  year.  During  this  pe¬ 
riod,  the  nabob  had  been  moft 
punCtal  in  remitting  the  inftal¬ 
ments  of  the  fubfidy.  As  foon  as 
lord  Wellefley  had  overthrown 
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Tippoo  Sultan,  he  began  to  take 
fteps  for  executing  his  projeCt  in 
Oude.  With  this  view,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1799,  he  ordered  troops 
to  march  into  the  country.  The 
profeffed  object  of  their  introduc¬ 
tion  was  defence  againfl  the 
threatened  invafion  of  Zemaun 
Shah  ;  but  the  real  reafon  was,  fo 
to  overburthen  the  nabob’s  trea- 
fury  as  to  compel  him  to  difband 
his  own  forces.  His  lordfhip  had 
alfo  another  motive  for  this  mea- 
fure,  which  was  to  relieve  the  com¬ 
pany’s  finances,  as  the  additional 
troops  were  to  be  paid  by  the  na¬ 
bob,  Lord  Wellefiey ’sprincipalde- 
fign  was  accomplifhed.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  remonfirances  of  the 
nabob,  fo  many  troops  were  pour¬ 
ed  into  his  dominions,  that  in 
order  to  provide  for  them,  he  to¬ 
tally  reduced  his  own  army.  By 
degrees  the  country  was  exhaufled, 
and  haraffed  by  his  difficulties, 
the  nabob  cxpreffed  his  apprehen. 
fion  to  the  government  at  Bengal, 
that  at  fome  future  time  the  fub- 
fidy  could  not  be  regularly  paid. 
He  joined  with  this  intimation, 
affurances  of  his  belt  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  inconvenience  that 
might  arife,  and  an  offer  to  lay 
open  the  date  of  his  affairs  to  the 
Englilh  refident  at  his  court,  and 
to  confult  with  him  how  the  ne- 
ceffary  funds  might  be  railed. 
The  nabob  alfo  wifhed  to  refign 
the  throne  to  his  fon.  Thefe 
propofals  were  rejected,  becaufe 
lord  Wellefiey  wi  filed  this  unfor- 

1801  tunate  Pr^nce  to  transfer  to 
the  company,  the  exclufive 

controul  of  the  civil  and  military 
government  of  Oude,  which  the 
nabob  refufed  to  do.  At  length, 
however,  after  a  protracted  ne¬ 
gotiation,  the  nabob  was,  by 


[*« 

threats  and  embarraffments,  com¬ 
pelled  to  cede  in  perpetual  fo- 
vereignty  to  the  company,  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  dominions,  yielding 
an  alleged  revenue  of  one  crore 
and  twenty -five  lacs  of  rupees 
( 1,620, ocol.)  to  defray  the 
amount  of  the  fubfidy  for  the 
augmented  forces  ;  and  hefides  to 
efiablifh  in  his  remaining  pro¬ 
vinces,  a  fy item  of  police  under 
the  advice  and  management  of  the 
company’s  officers.  This  demand 
of  the  fpecific  territory  was  the 
more  unjuft,  becaufe  the  did  rids 
were  undervalued,  and  did  adually 
produce,  in  the  year  immediately 
fucceeding  that  when  the  transfer 
of  them  was  made,  a  revenue  of 
one  crore  and  fifty-feven  lacs  of 
rupees.  In  the  three  next  years 
they  yielded  annually,  on  an  aver¬ 
age,  one  crore  and  eighty  lacs  of 
rupees.  Moreover,  Mr.  Henry 
Wellefiey,  who  was  appointed 
governor  of  the  ceded  provinces, 
flared  that  he  had  no  doubt,  that 
for  the  fec.ond  period  of  three 
years,  the  revenue  would  not  be 
lefs  than  two  crores  of  rupees,  and 
that  when  the  land  was  fully  cul¬ 
tivated,  it  would  amount  to  two 
crores  and  fifty  lacs  of  rupees. 

Lord  Folkflone  brought  this 
matter  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  on  the  9th  of  March,  and 
concluded  his  fjpeech,  of  which  the 
narrative  that  has  been  given  is 
an  abftraCt,  by  moving  twelve 
refolutions,  recapitulating  the  cafe, 
and  afferting  that  the  marquis 
Wellefiey  had  aCled  in  this  refpeCt, 
with  a  total  difregard  of  the  re¬ 
corded  opinions  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  the  provifions  of 
two  feveral  aCls  of  parliament ;  in 
direCt  violation  of  every  principle 
of  good  faith  and  equity,  and  in 

open 
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open  breach  of  the  facred  obliga¬ 
tion  of  a  folemn  treaty  ;  and  that 
he  had  thereby  affixed  a  lafting 
fligma  and  reproach  on  the  Britifh 
frame  and  character,  and  contri¬ 
buted  to  deftroy  all  confidence  in 
the  moderation  and  juftice  of  the 
Britifh  government  in  India. 

Several  debates  enfued  on  thefe 
refolu tions.  The  friends  of  lord 
Wellefley  *  firft  argued  that  it 
would  be  enough  for  his  vindica¬ 
tion  to  date,  that  the  principles 
on  which  he  had  a  died  had  been 
approved  of  by  the  government 
which  employed  him.  He  was 
befides  guided  by  the  diredlions 
of  the  Ead  India  company  re¬ 
peatedly  given  to  their  fervants, 
to  exchange  fubfidy  for  territory. 
When  the  marquis  went  out  to 
India,  he  was  charged  by  the  court 
of  directors  with  indrudlions  to 
the  fame  effedl  ;  and  for  the  mea¬ 
sures  which  he  had  purfued  in 
Oude,  he  had  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Ead  India  diredlors,  at 
lead  of  the  fecret  committee.  No 
man,  confidering  the  relation 
which  fubfided  between  the  Britifh 
Territories  and  the  province  of 
Oude,  could  polfibly  quedion  the 
right  of  the  government  of  Ben¬ 
gal  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
that  province.  By  policy  as  well 
as  treaty,  Oude  was  to  be  de¬ 
fended  by  the  Britifh  ;  for  to  pro¬ 
tect  Bengal  without  defending 
Oude  was  impoffible.  Both  lord 
Teignmouth  and  marquis  Corn¬ 
wallis  had  ever  regarded  Oude  as 
a  dependent  date,  and  had  adlu- 
ally  interfered  in  the  government 
of  it.  By  the  treaty  which  lord 


Welledey  concluded  with  the  na¬ 
bob  in  1801,  the  latter  enjoyed 
from  his  referved  dominions  a 
larger  income  applicable  to  his 
perfonal  comforts,  than  he  did 
when  he  poffeffed  the  ceded  dif- 
tridls,  fubjedl  to  the  payment  ot 
an  inferior  fubfidy  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  fecuriry  and  happi- 
nefs  of  millions,  who  had  been 
formerly  oppreffed  by  his  armed 
rabble,  were  materially  improved. 
Scon  after  the  arrangement  had 
taken  place,  an  opportunity  oc¬ 
curred  for  the  nabob  to  (hew  his 
feelings  refpedling  the  change,  and 
another  for  the  inhabitants  of  an 
important  ceded  diftridt  to  mani- 
feft  their  opinions  on  the  fubjedt. 
Durin?  the  conteft  with  the  Mah- 
rattas,  a  difficulty  arifing  from  a 
delay  in  the  Supply  of  money  and 
other  requifites  for  the  company’s 
army,  the  nabob  voluntarily  ad¬ 
vanced  a  loan  without  interefl  to 
the  Britifh  government,  and  af- 
fifled  it  with  all  the  refources  of 
his  country.  On  the  incurfion  of 
a  formidable  Patan  chief  into  the 
ceded  diftridl,  whereof  he  was  a 
native,  where  he  had  powerful 
connexions,  and  where  formerly 
he  would  have  found  much  co¬ 
operation,  fo  few  (hewed  them- 
felves  in  his  favour,  that  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  retreat. 
The  advocates  for  lord  Wellefley 
then  expatiated  on  his  general 
fervices  and  great  achievements, 
and  infilled  that  the  policy  and 
fagacity  of  his  meafures  had  been 
equally  beneficial  to  India  and 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  af- 


*  Mr.  Whitflied  Keene,  fir  John  Anftruther,  colonel  Allan,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Henry 
Wellefley,  flr  James  H^l),  and  lord  Caftlereagh. 
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ferfed  by  thofe  who  blamed  the 
condudt  of  the  marquis  *,  that  any 
danger  likely  to  arife  to  Oude  or 
Bengal  from  the  invafion  of  Ze- 
maun  Shah,  had  fubfided  when 
the  treaty  of  1801  was  negotiated 
with  the  nabob.  It  was  denied 
that  the  court  of  diredlors  had 
fantftioned  the  tranfadfion  in  Oude ; 
for  though  when  the  treaty  was 
fent  home  to  them,  without  any 
explanation  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  obtained,  they 
approved  of  the  advantages  which 
it  fecured  ;  yet  as  foon  as  all  the 
circumftances  attending  it  came  to 
their  knowledge,  they  officially 
expreffed  their  reprobation  and 
abhorrence  of  it.  It  was  obferved, 
that  lord  Teignmouth  and  marquis 
Cornwallis  had  been  feniibly  af- 
fedied  by  the  diforders  in  Oude  ; 
but  neither  of  them  had  inter¬ 
fered  in  the  government  of  the 
province,  otherwife  than  by  re- 
monk  ranee  and  advice.  As  to 
any  improvement  in  the  police  of 
the  country,  none  had  been  ef¬ 
fected  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  police 
during  the  laft  four  years  had  been 
fo  bad,  that  difturbances  perpetu¬ 
ally  arofe,  and  the  zemindars  and 
nobles  were  in  a  conftant  ftate  of 
revolt.  Since  the  fignature  of  the 
treaty,  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors, 
fo  ftridfly  forbidden  by  the  Ma- 
homedan  law,  had  been  introduced 
and  legalized  in  Oude.  Could 
any  advantage  arife  from  this 
meafure  ?  The  Britilh  troops  had 
been  made  the  inftruments  of  op- 
preffion,  as  they  were  employed  in 
coliefling  the  revenue,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  the  natives, 

*  Mr.  Lulhington,  Mr.  Charles  Grant, 
Lord  Milton,  Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr. 


and  the  ruin  of  the  difeipline  of 
the  army,  as  had  been  ftated  by 
lir  James  Craig  in  his  evidence  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe. 

No  improper  motive  was  aferib- 
ed  to  marquis  Wellefley  in  the 
proceeding  under  confideration, 
except  that  of  immoderate  am¬ 
bition  ;  and  to  this  charge  his 
friends  replied,  that  if  he  had  been 
ambitious,  it  was  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country.  The  reflations 
moved  by  lord  Foikftone  were 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  182 
votes  to  31.  Immediately  after- 
terwards  fir  John  Anftru-  ^ 
ther  moved  a  reflation-— 
ts  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  the  marquis  Wellefley, 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  late 
arrangements  in  Oude,  was  actu¬ 
ated  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  the 
public  fervice,  and  by  the  delire  of 
providing  more  effectually  for  the 
profperity,  the  defence,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  Britilh  territories  m 
India. •  *  This  refolution  was  car¬ 
ried  by  180  votes  againft  29,  and 
thus  the  debates  terminated  as  far 
as  regarded  the  accufations  of  his 
lordfhip  brought  forward  by  lorn 
Foikftone. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamil-  ^  ^ 

ton  fubfequently  moved  a  1  v  1 
feries  of  refolutions  on  the  ^  1  * 
fubjedf,  the  purpofe  of  which  was 
to  ftate,  that  the  Britifh  govern 
ment  in  India  was  bound  in  ho- 
nour,  juftice,  and  policy,  to  reVife 
the  treaty  of  1801,  in  order  to 
afeertain  whether  it  would  not 
admit  of  fuch  modification,  as 
might  ultimately  prove  fatisfac* 
tory  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  at 
*  \ 
fir  Thomas  Turton,  Mr,  George  Johnftone, 
Sheridan. 

that 
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the  fame  time  be  produ&ive  of 
reciprocal  advantage  to  his  high- 
nefs  and  the  company.  His  lord- 
fhip  mentioned  that  the  members 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  them- 
fclves,  having  perufed  the  docu¬ 
ments  refpeCling  this  affair,  were 
fo  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
fuffe, rings  and  oppreffions  helped 
upon  this  unfortunate  prince,  that 
they  had  come  to  a  refolution 
that  a  recompenfe  ought  to  be 
made  to  him  ;  bat  that  the  pro- 
pofal  had  beer)  defeated  by  the 
board  of  control.  Lord  Archi¬ 
bald  Hamilton’s  motions  were  re¬ 
jected  by  large  majorities,  after  a 
fhort  debate. 

The  Carnatic  queflion,  which 
had  fo  long  {lumbered,  was 
brought  forward  on  the  17th  of 
May  by  fir  Thomas  Turtor.  The 
cafe  related  by  the  honourable 
baronet  was,  that  when  Cmdut  ul 
Omrah,  the  reigning  fovrreign  of 
Arcot,  was  at  the  point  of  death, 
colonel  Macniel  on  the  5  th  of 
July,  1  Sol,  advanced  to  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Chepauk  with  troops,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  preventing  any 
difturbance  that  might  arife  on 
the  nabob’s  diffolution.  When  the 
forces  entered  the  place,  the  old 
monarch,  labouring  under  the  dif- 
order  which  in  ten  days  afterwards 
terminated  his  exiftence,  fprang 
from  his  bed,  and  entreated  major 
Grant  not  to  expofe  him  to  the 
contempt  of  his  fubjeCts,  by  pene¬ 
trating  into  the  interior  of  his 
palace.  Major  Grant  applied  to 
colonel  Macniel,  who  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  humanity  ordered  the 
troops  to  proceed  no  further, 
though  he  caufed  them  to  furroand 
the  palace  from  the  5  th  to  the 
15th,  when  the  nabob  died.  On 
that  day  the  prince  his  fon  was 


dragged  from  his  apartment,  and 
called  upon  to  anfwer  interroga¬ 
tories  on  a  charge  of  treachery 
preferred  againft  his  father  and 
grandfather.  He  was  told  that 
they  had  carried  on  a  treacherous 
correfpondence  with  Hyder  Ally 
and  Tippto  Sultan,  and  that  he 
would  be  fet  afide  and  another 
placed  on  the  throne,  unlefs  he 
complied  with  certain  requifitions, 
which  were  that  he  fhould  give  up 
the  civil  and  military  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  dominions,  and  accept 
an  indefinite  fum  to  maintain  his 
dignity,  and  a  body  of  guards 
furnifhed  by  the  company.  The 
prince,  with  the  advice  of  tvvo 
old  khans  appointed  regents  by 
his  father,  declined  acceding  to 
this  propofal.  Amorgft  the  ex¬ 
pedients  tried  to  procure  the 
prince’s  confent  to  it,  intimidation 
was  one.  Troopers  with  drawn 
fabres  were  paraded  before  the 
tent  in  which  one  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  was  held,  and  the  prince  was 
told  that  the  proportions  did  not 
originate  folely  with  lord  Clive, 
but  that  they  were  fanCtioned  by 
the  governor-general,  by  the  court 
of  directors,  and  by  the  Britifhi 
government.  The  yrince,  how¬ 
ever,  ftill  claiming  tl  e  protection 
of  the  company,  rejected  the  of¬ 
fered  conditions,  and  was  then  in¬ 
formed  that  his  future  fituation 
would  be  that  of  a  private  perfon 
confidered  as  hoftile  to  the  Britifhi 
interefts.  When  the  prince  was 
thus  fet  afide,  the  two  perfons 
next  in  fuccefiion  to  the  fove- 
reignty  were  palled  over,  and  a 
negotiation  was  opened  with 
Azum  ul  Dowlah,  a  relative  of 
the  deceafed  monarch,  who  from 
his  fituation  it  was  imagined 
would  be  moll  likely  to  comply 

with 
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with  every  demand.  According 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  he 
had  been  kept  in  confinement,  and 
when  brought  forth,  he  was 
greatly  alarmed  left  he  fhould  be 
killed.  Glad  to  commute  his 
prifon  for  a  throne,  he  readily 
accepted  the  conditions  on  which 
it  was  to  be  held,  by  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  his  anceftors  had  for¬ 
feited  the  right  to  it  by  their 
a&ions.  This  puppet  was  pre- 
fented  in  form  to  lord  Clive  on 
the  26th  of  July,  and  on  the  28th 
was  inftalled  on  the  throne,  on 
which  occafion  none  of  the  nobles 
of  the  country  attended,  except 
one  who  had  fince  become  an  out- 
caft  from  all  parties.  A  treaty 
was  executed  on  the  31ft,  in 
which  it  was  ftated,  that  the 
hereditary  right  of  Azum  ul  Dovv- 
lah  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors 
was  acknowledged  by  the  corru 
pany.  But  this  circumftance  be¬ 
ing  communicated  to  the  governor- 
general,  the  expreffion  of  right 
was  obje&ed  to,  and  a  direction 
fent  to  lord  Clive  to  get  the 
words  altered,  if  he  conveniently 
could,  and  to  have  it  declared  that 
Azum  had  been  eftablifhed  in  the 
poffefiions  of  his  anceftors  by  the 
liberality  and  moderation  of  the 
company’s  government,  which  ge- 
neroully  extended  the  provifion  of 
a  guard  of  their  own  for  him, 
and  a  promife  of  a  fum  to  fupport 
his  dignity.  The  rightful  prince 
was,  from  the  15th  of  July,  1801, 
to  the  6th  of  April,  1802,  the 
day  of  his  death,  confined  with 
his  mother  in  the  palace  of  Che- 
pauk,  which  was  his  own  private 
property,  but  where  neverthelefs 
Azum  refided.  Sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton,  w’ith  great  juftice,  dwelt  upon 
the  imprudence  and  indecency  of 


placing  the  prince  in  the  fame 
palace  with  the  ufurper,  and 
though  he  did  not  fuppofe  that 
lord  Clive  could  intend  that  he 
fhould  be  aflaflinated,  the  honour¬ 
able  baronet  greatly  blamed  that 
nobleman  for  confenting  to  fuch 
an  arrangement,  which  Mr.  Ad- 
dington,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  the  adminift ration  in  England, 
no  fooner  heard  of,  than  he  or¬ 
dered  the  prince  to  be  removed. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  unhappy 
youth  petitioned  feveral  times  to 
be  placed  in  fome  other  refidence, 
inftead  of  being  conftantly  kept 
in  the  power  of  his  oppreftor, 
from  whofe  enmity  he  apprehended 
his  life  to  be  in  danger.  The 
fears  of  the  prince  were  prophetic, 
for  not  long  afterwards  he  died  of 
a  dyfentery. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  then  en¬ 
tered  into  an  examination  of  the 
alleged  treacherous  correfpon- 
dence,  which  had  been  found  in 
Tippoo’s  palace,  on  the  taking  of 
Seringapatam.  He  contended  that 
there  was  nothing  in  thefe  papers 
to  juftify  the  accufation  of  Omdut 
ul  Cmrah  and  his  predeceffor  ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  correfpondence 
related  to  a  propofal  of  marriage 
between  the  families  of  the  fultan 
of  the  Myfore  and  the  nabob  of 
the  Carnatic,  and  independently  of 
that  objeft  was  purely  of  a  com¬ 
plimentary  nature.  lie  infilled, 
neverthelefs,  that  even  if  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  the  grandfather  had  been 
guilty,  their  improper  behaviour 
could  not  warrant  the  depofition 
of  an  innocent  prince.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  baronet  then  moved  fix 
refolutions,  the  objefl  of  which 
was  to  convey  a  general  cenfure 
on  the  condiuft  of  the  marquis 
Weileftey  and  earl  Powis,  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Car- 
natic. 

It  was  diown  however  by  Mr. 
Wallace,  that  this  correfpondence, 
which  was  carried  or.  in  cipher,  the 
key  to  which  was  found  with  it, 
could  refer  to  nothing  but  defigns 
hodile  to  the  Britifh  intereds  ;  and 
particularly  that  the  demeanour  of 
Omdut  ul  Omrah,  after  he  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  the  Carnatic, 
tallied  with  the  inimical  fentiments 
expreffed  in  the  papers ;  for  when 
T ippoo  med i tated hodilities  againft 
the  company,  he  furnilhed  that 
fovereign  with  fecret  intelligence 
and  advice  ;  and  afterwards  during 
the  war  in  the  Myfore,  at  the  time 
when  the  Englifft  government  was 
moft  preffed,  he  aided  the  fultan 
to  the  extent  of  his  power,  by 
treacheroully  obdru&ing  the  fup- 
plies  of  the  Britifh,  and  embar- 
rafling  the  progrefs  of  their  arms. 
So  much  fo,  that  long  previoudy 
to  the  difcovery  of  the  correfpond¬ 
ence  at  Seringapatam,  the  gover¬ 
nor  general  repeatedly  and  point¬ 
edly  declared,  that  the  perverfenefs 
*nd  difaffeftion  difplayed  by  the 
nabob  was  reconcilable  to  nothing 
but  a  connexion  and  fecret  Under- 
Handing  with  the  enemy.  It  was 
argued,  that  the  punilhment  of  the 
young  prince  was  not  in  any  re- 
fpedi  the  intention  of  the  Britifh 
government  ;  its  foie  object  was 
fecurity  for  its  own  legitimate 
rights,  a  fecurity  which  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  thofe  rights  had  impofed 
on  it  the  duty  of  enforcing,  and 
the  claim  to  which,  according  to 
the  belt  principles  of  public  law, 
applied  as  ftrongly  to  him  who  in¬ 
herited,  as  to  his  guilty  and  faith- 
lefs  predeceffor.  Lord  Wellefley’s 
advocates  never thelefs  overlooked 
one  point  of  fome  importance,  be- 


caufe  it  defeated  their  whole  train 
of  reafoning  on  the  fubjedl  of  fe¬ 
curity.  The  danger  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  was  over,  when 
the  prince  was  deprived  of  his  fuc- 
ceffion,  and  confequently  their  ar¬ 
guments  could  not  apply  to  the 
cafe.  They  proved  indeed,  from 
the  teflimony  of  lords  Cornwallis 
and  Buckinghamfhire,  that  the 
Carnatic  had  been  very  badly  go¬ 
verned  by  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  and 
that  the  people  were  miferably  op- 
preffed.  They  alfo  read  a  letter 
from  lord  Cornwallis  dating, 
(i  if  there  had  been  the  lead 
chance  of  obtaining  the  nabob’s 
acquiefcence,  he  ihould  without 
hedtation  have  been  ready  to  pro- 
pofe  to  him,  as  the  bed  plan  cal« 
culated  for  his  own  intered  and 
comfort,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Carnatic,  that 
he  ftlould  intruft  the  company  with 
the  entire  management  of  the 
country,  under  an  engagement  to 
pay  him  regularly  a  liberal  portion 
of  its  revenues  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family  and  the  fupport  of 
his  dignity.”  But  the  faults  in  the 
father’s  government  could  not 
judify  the  acl  of  depriving  the 
fon,  whole  merits  had  not  been 
tried,  of  his  inheritance ;  and 
even  to  extenuate  the  interference 
in  the  fuecefiion  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  the  affumption  of  all  power  in 
the  territory,  by  the  Britilh,  be- 
caufe  the  affairs  of  the  people  had 
been  improperly  adminidered  by 
the  native  fovereigus,  it  ought  to 
have  been  edablithed,  that  the 
improvements  afterwards  effe&ed 
in  every  department  of  the  date 
preponderated  over  the  evil  of  fo 
violent  a  proceeding.  As  to  the 
letter  of  lord  Cornwallis,  it  proved 
that  he  would  not  have  encouraged 
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a  transfer  of  exclufive  authority  in 
the  Carnatic  to  the  company,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  reigning 
nabob. 

After  three  long  debates,  the 
inveftig.-tion  of  this  cafe  ended  in 
vote,  which  mutt  have  been  highly 
to  the  fktisfaftion  of  the  marquis 
Wellefle-y  and  earl  Powis.  Mr. 
j  Wallace  moved  the  fol- 
^Jne  lowing  refolution  :  (t  That 
'  *  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe 
that  the  marquis  Wellefley  and 
the  earl  Powis,  in  their  con- 
dud  relative  to  the  Carnatic,  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  influenced  folely 
by  motives  of  anxious  zeal  andfo- 
licitudefor  the  permanent  fecurity, 
welfare,  and  profperity,  of  the 
Britifh  pofleffions  in  India. *'  This 
refolution  was  carried  in  triumph, 
for  it  was  fupported  by  98,  and 
oppofed  by  only  19  members. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
called  to  a  fubjed  of  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity  by  Mr.  Rofe,  who  pro- 
pofed  to  eftabhfh  a  public  and  cen¬ 
tral  inftitution  in  London  for  the 
purpofe  of  rendering  vaccine  ino¬ 
culation  generally  ufeful  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubjeds,  and  whence  the 
real  vaccine  matter  might  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  all  parts  of  the  empire. 
This  inftitution  he  wilhed  to  be 
fuperintended  by  a  certain  number 
of  the  royal  college  of  phyficians 
and  of  the  royal  college  of  fur- 
geons,  and  by  fuch  perfons  under 
them  as  they  fhould  think  fit.  Mr. 
Rofe  added  that  the  expenfe  of  it 
would  not  be  more  than  3C00I. 
per  annum. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  reminded 
the  houfe  of  the  different  com¬ 
plexion  which  the  difcovery  of 
vaccination  had  now  a  (fumed,  from 
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that  under  which  it  was  flrft  in** 
troduced  to  the  public.  It  was  at 
firft  faid  to  be  a  thing  fo  Ample  in 
itfelf,  that  any  old  woman  might 
perform  the  operation;  whereas  it 
was  pow  defcribed  as  one  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult,  that  it  ought 
only  to  be  entrufted  to  men  of 
great  profeflional  fkill  and  expe¬ 
rience.  There  was  fome  danger, 
therefore,  that  the  houfe  mLht 
be  fettering  a  very  fatal  miftake. 
With  this  impreffion,  he  confeffed, 
that  in  the  prefen t  circumftances, 
he  felt  great  difficulty  in  voting 
for  any  meafure,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  difleminate  the  vac¬ 
cine  matter.  He  thought  at  all 
events,  that  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  appoint  a  committee  to  en¬ 
quire  farther  into  the  efficacy  of 
the  difcovery,  before  the  project 
was  adopted.  Sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton  alfo  conceived  it  would  have 
been  a  preferable  mode  to  move  for 
a  committee  to  inveftigate  the  fub- 
je£L  There  were,  he  faid,  al¬ 
ready  three  inftitiuiorrs  in  Lon¬ 
don  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
pagating  the  cow  pox,  and  in  his 
opinion,  the  objeSt  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  in 
view  was  more  likely  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  them,  with  any  aififtance 
which  government  might  think 
proper  to  grant  them,  than  by  an 
eftablifhmentexprcfsly  formed  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  legiflature. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  contended, 
that  the  evidence  being  ft  ill  in 
fome  degree  incomplete  refpehting 
the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as  an 
infallible  preventive  of  the  fmall 
pox,  it  was  highly  proper  that  the 
inveftigation  fhould  be  continued 
under  the  eye  of  the  public;  and 
as  this  was  one  point  which  he 
conceived  the  right  honourable 

gentleman 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


1 28] 

gentleman  was  defirotis  of  accom- 
plifhing,  he  thought  it  more  likely 
to  be  attained  by  one  general  in- 
ftitution  than  by  a  number  of  fmall 
ones,  fome  of  which  were  not  al¬ 
together  exempt  from  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  being  guided  by  merce¬ 
nary  motives.  On  the  other  hand 
Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  that  in  fo¬ 
reign  countries  there  was  a  firm  and 
decided  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of 
vaccination,  as  a  preventive  of  the 
fmall  pox ;  and  he  did  not  think 
that  the  inftances  oi  alleged  failure 
in  this  country  were  fufficient  to 
fhake  our  confidence  in  it.  But  if 
any  doubts  were  entertained,  he 
did  not  fee  that  there  could  be  a 
better  method  of  folving  them, 
than  by  forming  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment  as  that  recommended  by  Mr. 
Rofe,  to  the  enquiries  of  which 
every  cafe  of  failure  would  in  fu¬ 
ture  be  fubmitted. 

No  farther  remarks  were  made 
on  the  queftion ;  but  Mr.  Davies 
Giddy  and  Mr.  Canning  pro- 
tefted  again  ft  the  principle  of  ini¬ 
tiating  any  compuifory  meafure  for 
promoting  vaccination,  even  on 
the  moft  favourable  report  of  its 
infallibility.  rl  he  houfe  then  came 
to  a  refolution,  that  the  propofed 
eflablifhment  would  be  advanta¬ 
geous,  and  agreed  to  prefent  an 
add  refs  to  his  ma  jelly,  praying 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
fuch  directions  as  would  be  fuit- 
able  to  the  cafe. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  feffion, 
the  affairs  of  Spain  having  excited  a 
very  ftrong  intcreft  in  every  elafs  of 
y  the  Britifh  public,  Mr.  She- 
riden  made  an  appeal  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  fi- 
tuation  of  that  country.  He  was 
far,  he  faid,  from  wiftiing  his  ma- 
jefty’s  government  to  embark  in 


any  romantic  enterprife,  but  if 
upon  afeertaining  the  ftate  of  the 
popular  mind  in  Spain,  it  fhould 
be  found  warmed  by  a  patriotic 
and  enthufiaftic  ardour,  he  was 
defirous  that  fuch  a  feeling  might 
be  met  by  Great  Britain  with  cor- 
refponding  energy.  He  obferved 
that  Buonaparte  bad  run  a  viHo- 
rious  race,  becaufe  he  had  contend¬ 
ed  againft  princes  without  dignity 
and  minifters  without  wifdom  ;  but 
he  had  yet  to  learn  what  it  was  to 
fight  againft  a  country,  in  which 
the  people  were  animated  with 
one  fpirit  to  refill  him.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  concluded  his  remarks  by 
moving  for  copies  of  fuch  procla¬ 
mations  as  had  been  received  by 
his  majefty’s  fecretary  of  date  for 
foreign  affairs,  iffued  after  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  French  army  at 
Madrid,  whether  by  the  Spanifh 
government,  the  French  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  or  by  perfons 
fince  claiming  to  aft  on  behalf  of 
the  Span  ilia  nation. 

Mr.  Canning’s  comments  on 
this  fpeech  were  perfectly  fatisfac- 
tory.  He  declared  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  minifters  faw,  with  a  deep 
and  lively  intereft,  the  noble 
flruggle  which  a  part  of  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  nation  was  making  to  refift 
the  unexampled  atrocity  of  France, 
and  to  prefer ve  the  independence 
of  their  country;  and  that  the 
Britifh  government  was  animated 
by  the  ftrongeft  difpofition  to  af¬ 
ford  every  practicable  aid  in  a 
conteft  fo  magnanimous.  In  en¬ 
deavouring  to  afford  this  aid,  it 
would  never  occur  to  minifters  to 
confider  that  a  ftate  of  war  ex- 
ifted  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain.  They  would  proceed  on 
the  principle,  that  any  nation  of 
Europe  which  ftarted  up  with  a 
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determination  to  oppofe  a  power 
V/hich  was  the  common  enemy  of 
all  nations,  whatever  might  be 
the  exifting  political  circumftances 
in  which  that  nation  was  placed 
relative  to  Great  Britain,  became 
inftantly  her  eflential  ally,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  common  objeft,  which 
undoubtedly  was  not  perpetual 
warfare*  but  the  ultimate  attain¬ 
ment  of  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace.  His  majefty’s  minifters, 
in  this  exercife  of  their  difcretion, 
would  have  three  objedls  in  view. 
The  firft  to  direct  the  united  efforts 
of  the  countries  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  foe ;  the  fecond  to  direft  thofe 
efforts  in  a  way  that  fhould  be 
mofl  beneficial  to  the  new  ally  ; 
and  the  third  to  diredl  them  in  a 
manner  conducive  to  interefts  pe¬ 
culiarly  Britifh.  Of  thefe  objeffs, 
the  laft  would  be  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  as  compared  with  the  other 
two. 

Mr*  Whitbread  having  com¬ 
mented  on  the  third  objeft  of  this 
country,  in  cafe  of  a  co-operation 
with  Spain,  and  having  expreffed 
his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a 
narrow  policy  to  fubjett  the  inter- 
efts  of  the  great  caufe  to  thofe  of 
Britain,  Mr.  Canning  explained 
that  he  had  mentioned  Britifh  ob¬ 
jects,  for  the  purpofe  only  Of  dif- 
claiming  them,  as  any  part  of  the 
conftderation  which  influenced  his 
majefty’s  government.  In  the 
conteft  in  which  Spain  was  em¬ 
barked,  he  faid,  no  intereft  could 
be  fo  purely  Britifh  as  Spanifh  fuc- 
cefs ;  no  conqueft  fo  advantageous 
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for  Great  Britain,  as  conquering 
from  France  the  complete  inte¬ 
grity  of  the  dominions  of  Spain. 

The  papers  moved  for  by  Mr„ 
Sheridan,  as  indeed  he  muft  have 
anticipated  that  they  would  be, 
were  refufed  from  prudential  mo¬ 
tives  ;  and  he  withdrew  his 
motion,  fatisfied,  as  he  declared 
he  was,  that  much  benefit  would 
accrue  from  the  difcuflion  of  the 
topic. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk,  taking 
advantage  of  the  latitude  T 
of  debate  allowed  on  a  mo-  ** un^ 
ney  bill,  brought  the  fame 
fubj  eft  before  the  houfe  of  peesf, 
after  premifing  that  he  did  not 
wifh  to  draw  any  anfwers  from 
minifters,  which  they  fhould  not 
deem  it  perfectly  proper  and  fafe 
to  make.  In  reply  to  the  noble 
duke,  lord  Hawkefbury  ftated  that, 
owing  to  the  very  peculiar  and 
delicate  nature  of  the  bufinefs, 
his  obfervations  muft  be  very  ge¬ 
neral  ;  but  he  allured  the  houfe, 
that  what  every  individual  pof- 
feffing  a  generous  heart  muft  wifh 
fhould  be  done  in  fo  glorious  a 
caufe,  his  majefty’s  minifters  would 
feel  it  their  duty  to  effeft. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by 
corrimiflion  on  the  4th  of  July* 
The  feflion  was  as  much  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  length  of  the  de¬ 
bates  on  feveral  of  the  fubjedlsdif- 
cufled  during  its  continuance,  as 
by  the  niomehtous  affairs  which 
were  fubmitted  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  both  houfes  of  the  legifV 
lature0 
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Account  of  the  rupture  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden.  Convention  between 
Sweden  and  England.  Count  Buxhovden  with  an  army  of  Ruffians  en~ 
ters  Finland .  He  publ’Jhes  two  inftdious  proclamation s — one  to  the  inha¬ 

bitants  of  the  country  in  general ,  and  another  to  the  military  claffes.  The 
king  0f  Sweden  places  a  guard  over  the  Ruffian  ambaffador  at  Stockholm , 
and  arrefts  a  Ruffian  courier .  Contents  of  the  dif patches  found  on  the 
mefpnger.  Declaration  of  Ruffia  againft  Sweden.  Reply  of  Gufavus. 
Manifeflo  of  Denmark  againft  Sweden ,  with  the  anfwer  of  the  latter. 
The  king  of  P ruffia’ s  declaration  againfl  Gufavus.  Progrefs  of  the  Ruff 
fans  in  Finland.  Admirable  retreat  of  count  Klingfpor.  State  paper 
publifhed  by  the  court  of  Saint  Peterfburgh.  Capture  of  Sweaborg  by 
the  Ruffians.  The  Swedes  obtain  fome  advantages  in  Finland ,  and  expel 
the  Ruffians  from  the  iffle  of  Gothland .  Death  of  the  king  of  Denmark . 
Invafon  of  Norway.  The  king  of  Sweden  demands  a  body  of  Britifh 
auxiliaries.  The  troops ,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Moore y 
fent  to  his  affifance.  Conduit  of  Gufavus  r effecting  thefe  forces.  The 
kittg  of  Sweden  propofes  feveral  objectionable  enterprifes  to  fr  John  Moore& 
Interview  between  that  monarch  and  the  Englifh  general,  who  is  put  under 
arref  by  order  of  Gufavus ,  but  efcapes  from  Stockholm ,  and  returns 
with  the  troops  to  England .  The  king  of  Sweden  greatly  irritated  by  that 
tircum fiance.  Campaign  in  Finland .  Klingfpor  gains  an  important  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Ruff  an  s  near  Wafa.  Cruelty  of  the  Ruffians  in  that  city. 
Gufavus  addreffes  a  letter  to  the  emperor  Alexander,  on  the  enormities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Ruffians  in  Finland.  Carious  expeditions  undertaken  by  the 
Swedes.  Klingfpor  driven  from  his  poftion  in  Eaf  Bothnia,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  conclude  an  armifice  with  the  enemy.  The  king  of  Sweden  breaks 
his  regiments  of  guards.  Klingfpor  fuperfeded  by  general  Klercker  in  the 
command  of  the  Swedifh  army  in  Finland.  The  Ruffians  terminate  the 
mrmtffice,  and  force  Klercker  to  retreat.  Tbe  Swedifh  general  fgns  a 
ionwention ,  by  which  the  whole  of  Finland  is  virtually  given  up  to  the 
Ruffians.  Naval  tranfailions  in  the  Baltic.  A  Ruffian  fhip  of  the  lint 
burnt.  The  Ruffian  fleet  blockaded  in  the  harbour  of  Rogerfwick  by  the 
Englifh  and  Swedes.  The  blockade  abandofied,  and  the  Ruffian  fleet  efcapes 
$o  Cronfadt.  Operations  of  the  Swedifh  flotilla. 


AFTER  the  peace  of  Tilsit 
was  figned,  if  the  king  of 
Sweden  did  not  forefee  that  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia  would  fpeedily 
endeavour  to  draw  him  over  to 
the  interefts  of  France,  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  events  foon  convinced  him, 
that  his  imperial  majefty  was  ani¬ 


mated  with  a  ftrong  defire  to  effe& 
fuch  a  purpofe.  On  the  24th  of 
September  1807,  a  note  was  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Swediffi  ambaffador 
at  Saint  Peterfburgh,  ftating  that 
the  emperor  had  informed  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  that  he  (hould 
not  remain  infenfible  to  the  infult 

and 
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and  injury  which  England  had  of¬ 
fered  to  Denmark  by  the  attack 
on  Copenhagen.  This  note  was 
followed  by  a  fecond,  dated  the 
26th  of  October,  propofing  to 
Guftavus  to  co-operate  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  1780,  in  an  attempt 
to  Ihut  the  Baltic  againft  foreign 
(hips  of  war,  according  to  the 
ftipulations  of  a  treaty  concluded 
in  that  year  between  Ruffia,  Swe¬ 
den,  and  Denmark,  for  preferving 
the  Baltic  from  all  afts  of  hofti- 
lity,  on  the  principle  of  its  being 
an  enclofed  fea.  The  king  of 
Sweden  returned  for  anfwer,  that 
as  long  as  the  French  go- 
'  vernment  held fway  over 

1  °7’  fo  confide rable  a  part  of 
the  fouthern  ports  of  the  Baltic,  and 
was  pradifing  its  excluding  fyf- 
tem,  there  could  be  no  tranquil¬ 
lity  in  that  fea  ;  therefore  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty  muft  firft  prevail  on 
the  French  to  quit  the  ports  which 
they  occupied.  On  the  27th  of 
November,  the  emperor  notified 
to  his  Swedilh  majefty,  that  he 
had  come  to  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain,  and  demanded  his  co-ope¬ 
ration.  As  the  hoftile  intentions 
of  the  Czar,  were  now  evident  to 
Guftavus,  unlefs  he  acceded  to  a 
propofal  which  he  was  determined 
to  rejed,  he  took  every  meafure 
to  unite  himfelf  ftill  more  clofely 
with  the  king  of  England,  and  to 
procure  afliftance  to  meet  the  ftorm 
with  which  he  was  threatened.  He 
confequently  made  no  reply  to  the 
laft  Ruffian  communication  for  near- 
t  ly  two  months,  when  he 

Jan.  zr,  ^ec]are(^  that  as  compli- 

ance  with  the  emperor  s 
demand  was  required  in  conformity 
with  the  convention  of  the  year 
1 780,  by  the  arrangement  made  be¬ 
tween  England  and  Ruffia  in  1801, 


which  S  weden  was  a  party  by  the  to 
defire  of  the  latter,  and  under  her 
guarantee,  the  former  armed  neu¬ 
trality  had  been  annulled  :  that  his 
Swedilh  majefty  then  entered  into 
dired  engagements  with  England, 
which  he  could  not  in  juftice  vio¬ 
late  as  long  as  that  power  conti¬ 
nued  to  fulfil  them  on  its  part—* 
that  along  with  the  other  armed 
neutrality  the  ftipulation  to  (hut 
the  Baltic  naturally  ceafed  ;  a  fti- 
pulation  which  was  the  lefs  fitted 
for  the  prefent  circumftances,  as 
the  former  Danifh  navy  then 
reckoned  upon  did  no  longer  exift, 
and  as  England  had  befides  opened 
a  pafiage  through  the  Great  Belt ; 
but  that  as  Sweden  was  not  at  li¬ 
berty  to  contribute  with  an  armed 
force  to  prefer ve  tranquillity  in  the 
Baltic,  the  would  endeavour  to 
obtain  by  negotiation  with  Eng¬ 
land,  that  the  latter  fhould  fend 
thither  no  fhips  of  war,  unlefs 
fome  other  power  rendered  fuch  a 
meafure  neceflary  by  hoftilities 
committed  in  it. 

In  purfuance  of  the  application 
made  by  the  minifters  of  Guftavus 
to  the  Britifti  cabinet  for  aid,  a 
convention  between  Sweden  and 
England  was  figned  at  Stockholm, 
on  the  8th  of  February,  1808* 
The  fubftance  of  it  was,  that  as  the 
refult  of  the  recent  connexion  be¬ 
tween  Ruflia  and  France  threatened 
Sweden  with  a  fpeedy  invafion,  for 
the  purpofe  of  forcing  her  to  em¬ 
brace  the  French  fyftem,  and  as  his 
Swedifh  majefty  therefore  found 
himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  bring¬ 
ing  forward  a  greater  force  to  op- 
pofe  it,  than  he  had  at  his  ordinary 
difpofal,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
engaged  to  pay  him  a  fubfidy  ot 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  in  equal  inftalaients  of  one 
[  /  2]  hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  each  per 
month,  beginning  wiih  the  month 
of  January  in  the  current  year  ; 
and  in  return  for  this  affiftance,  his 
Swedifh  majefty  ftipulated  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  fa:d  fum  in  putting  in 
motion,  and  keeping  on  a  refpecta- 
ble  eftablifhment,  all  his  land  forces, 
and  fuch  part  as  fhould  be  expedi¬ 
ent  of  his  fleets,  particularly  his 
flotilla,  in  order  to  make  the  molt 
effedfual  rsfiftance  to  the  common 
enemy.  The  con  trading  parties 
bound  themfelves  to  conclude  nei¬ 
ther  peace,  truce,  nor  convention  of 
neutrality  with  the  enemy,  but  by 
mutual  confent.  By  a  feparate  ar¬ 
ticle,  they  alfo  agreed,  that  in  cafe 
a  war  fhould  adlually  take  place 
between  Sweden  and  the  powers, 
her  neighbours,  to  concert  as  foon 
as  poffible  the  meafures  to  be 
taken,  and  the  auxiliary  fuccours  to 
be  provided  for. 

About  the  middle  of  February, 
count  Buxhovden,  at  the  head  of 
an  army  of  Ruffians,  eroded  the 
Swedifli  frontiers,  and  entered 
Finland.  On  the  18th,  he  iffued  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  province,  in  which  he  inform¬ 
ed  them,  that  the  king  of  Sweden, 
far  from  joining  the  emperor  in  his 
exertions  to  reftore  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  which  could  only  be 
effected  by  the  coalition  that  had 
fo  fortunately  been  formed  by  the 
moft  powerful  ftate«,  had,  on  the 
contrary,  entered  into  a  clofer  alli¬ 
ance  with  the  enemy  of  peace  : 
therefore,  and  as  a  fecurity  to  his 
own  dominions,  the  emperor  had 
taken  the  country  under  his  pro¬ 
tection.  Count  Buxhovden  then 
allured  the  Fins,  that  he  came 
amongft  them  as  a  friend,  to  render 
them  more  profperous  and  happy, 
and  to  avert  from  them  the  calami¬ 


ties  which,  if  war  would  become 
indifpenfable,  muff  neceflarily  be« 
fall  them.  He  exhorted  them  not 
to  be  feduced  to  take  arms,  or  to 
treat  the  troops  committed  to  his 
orders  in  a  hoftile  manner.  /He 
ft  a  ted  that  it  was  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty’s  will,  that  all  the  affairs  of 
the  province  fhould  purfue  their 
ufual  courfe,  and  be  managed  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  laws  and  cuf- 
toms  ;  that  prompt  payment  would 
be  made  for  ail  provifions  required 
for  the  troops ;  and  as  a  proof  of. 
his  fovereigr/s  paternal  folicitude 
for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  that 
magazines  would  be  formed,  in 
addition  to  thofe  already  cftablifh- 
eel,  out  of  which  the  indigent  inha¬ 
bitants  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
neceffaries  in  common  with  the 
Ruffian  foldiers.  He  added,  that 
if  circumflances  fhould  occur  which 
required  amicable  difeuffion,  the 
Fins  were  to  fend  deputies  chofen 
in  the  ufual  manner,  to  the  city  of 
Abo,  in  order  to  deliberate  on 
thofe  fubjedts,  and  adopt  fuch  mea¬ 
fures  as  might  be  requifite;  that 
Finland  would  thereafter  be  confi- 
dered  and  treated  as  other  conquer¬ 
ed  provinces  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
and  remain  in  full  poffeffion  of  the 
freedom  of  religious  worfhip  ;  and 
that  the  taxes  payable  to  the 
crown,  as  well  as  the  falaries  of 
public  officers,  would  continue  un¬ 
altered.  The  Ruffian  general  pub- 
lifhed  another  proclamation  to  the 
Finnifh  foldiers,  conceived  in  thefe 
terms.  “  It  is  his  majefty ’s  plea- 
fure,  that  I  am  to  affure  you  of  his 
moft  gracious  fentiments  towards 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  in 
general,  and  towards  you,  foldiers, 
in  particular ;  your  fate  is  ftill 
more  to  be  lamented  than  that  of 
other  Fins,  becaufe  you  are  obliged 
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to  leave  your  wives,  children,  re¬ 
lations,  and  friends,  to  fight  for  an 
unjuft  caufe.  Soldiers,  1  have  my 
moft  gracious  emperor’s  command 
to  declare,  that  fuch  of  you  as 
fiiall  lay  down  your  arms  (hall  be 
perfe&ly  at  liberty  to  go  to  your 
friends  and  relations,  and  receive 
befides  two  rubles  for  a  mu  fleet, 
one  for  a  fword,  and  ten  for  a 
horfe.  Can  there  be  amongft  you, 
foldiers,  any  man  who  fets  fo  little 
value  on  his  own  felicity  and  wel¬ 
fare,  as  not  to  liften  to  a  propofal 
fo  well  calculated  to  procure  him  a 
peaceful  and  happy  life  under  the 
protection  of  my  benevolent  maf- 
ter  ?” 

At  this  period  the  cabinet  ol 
Saint  Peterfburgh  had  not  even  de¬ 
livered  its  conditional  declaration 
of  war  againft  Sweden  to  baron 
Stedingk,  the  ambaffadorof  Gufta- 
vus  at  the  Ruffian  court ;  although 
it  had  difpatched  a  meffenger  with 
that  ft  ate  paper  amongft  others  to 
M.  Alopcus,  the  Ruffian  minifter 
at  Stockholm,  but  which  meffenger 
neceffarily  could  not  arrive  at  his 
deftination  for  a  conftderable  time 
after  the  invafton  of  Finland.  The^ 
iirft  notice  which  the  king  ot 
Sweden  had,  that  the  Ruffians  had 
entered  his  territories,  was  by  a 
telegraphic  difpatch.  As  foon  as 
he  was  apprifed  ot  this  proceeding, 
and  of  the  inftdious  proclamations 
iffued  by  Buxhovden,  he  felt  in¬ 
dignant  at  the  ftep  which  the  empe¬ 
ror  had  taken  without  the  ufual 
formalities  obferved  in  fuch  cafes, 
and  particularly  at  the  two  ad- 
dreffes  to  his  fubje&s.  In  the 
tranfports  of  his  anger,  he  commit¬ 
ted  as  great  an  outrage  againft  the 
law  of  nations  as  had  been  perpe¬ 
trated  by  the  Czar  ;  for-affc Cling 
to  confider  M.  Alopeus  as  deprived 
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of  his  public  charader  by  the  atro¬ 
cious  aggreffion  of  his  court,  and 
as  a  hoftage  for  baron  Stedingk, 
from  whom  his  majefty  had  receiv¬ 
ed  no  intelligence  fince  the  14th  of 
February,  he  gave  orders  that  the 
Ruffian  minifter  (hould  be  confined 
to  his  own  houfe,  and  that  a  mili¬ 
tary  guard  fliould  be  placed  over 
him.  This  tranfaCfion  occurred 
on  the  2d  of  March,  and  on  the  7  th 
a  farther  violation  of  propriety 
took  place  at  the  command  of  Guf- 
tavus,  by  the  ar'reft  near  Hernofand 
of  the  Ruffian  courier,  who,  having 
taken  the  route  of  Tornea,  was  on 
his  way  to  Stockholm.  The  dif- 
patches  found  on  the  meffenger,  in¬ 
deed,  furnifned  fome  excufe  for  this 
extraordinary  meafure,  for  they 
unfolded  a  project  of  a  moft  fcanda- 
lous  and  difhonourabie  nature. 
Befides  the  public  letter  from  count 
RomanzofF,  the  Ruffian  fecretary 
of  ftate,  to  M.  Alopeus,  which  di¬ 
rected  him  to  tranfmit  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  declaration  to  the  Swedifh 
miniftry,  there  were  alfo  private 
communications  to  him.  In  thefe 
it  was  mentioned,  that  the  emperor 
had  been  gratified  with  the  receipt 
pf  the  details  concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  Swedifh  fleet,  already  fent 
by  M.  Alopeus,  and  that  his  pro- 
mifed  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  land  forces,  as  well  as  of  the 
particulars  regarding  the  interior 
of  the  country,  were  anxiouily  ex¬ 
pected,  ((  At  prefent,”  continu¬ 
ed  count  RomanzofF,  (i  fuch  in¬ 
telligence  is  of  the  higheft  import¬ 
ance  to  us,  and  you,  fir,  will  your- 
felf  perceive  how  important  a  fer- 
vice  you  render  to  his  imperial 
majefty,  in  providing  us  with  in¬ 
formation  as  accurate  as  poffible. 
If  fafe  opportunities  lbould  not  be 
afforded  for  fuch  advices,  you  will 

take 
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take  efpecial  care  to  be  fupplied 
with  the  documents,  in  order  to 
bring  them  with  you,  in  cafe  it 
fhould  be  expedient  for  you  to  quit 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden.  Until 
that  event  (hall  take  place,  you 
will  continue  at  your  poll,  follow¬ 
ing  the  fame  line  of  conduct  which 
you  have  hitherto  purfued;  but  it 
will  be  prudent,  that  without  ap¬ 
pearing  to  prepare  yourfelf,  you 
fhould  be  ready  for  departure 
whenever  it  fhall  feem  neceffary.” 
Although  this  part  of  the  corref- 
pondence  was  obje&ionable,  it  is 
notorious  that  ambafifadors  always 
endeavour  to  acquire  as  much  in¬ 
formation  refpe&ing  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  hate  in  which  they  are 
refident  as  they  can  ;  another  pa¬ 
per,  however,  was  of  a  moft  detef- 
table  tendency.  It  intimated  that 
there  was  reafon  to  furmife,  that 
general  Armfeldt  was  difcontented 
with  the  treatment  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  king  of  Sweden, 
and  that  he  might,  perhaps,  be  dif- 
pofed  to  forfake  the  court  of  Stock¬ 
holm  altogether,  as  in  point  of  fa& 
he  was  not  a  Swede  by  birth,  but 
a  native  of  Finland.  It  was  add¬ 
ed,  that  if  he  could  be  gained  over, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Ruffian  interefts. 
M.  Aiopeus  was  therefore  inftrucl- 
ed  immediately  to  found  thedifpo- 
fition  of  general  Armfeldt,  and  if 
that  perfonage  encouraged  the  over¬ 
ture,  the  Ruffian  minifter  was  en¬ 
joined  to  flatter  his  ambition  by 
holding  forth  the  higheft  hopes  of 
preferment,  and  even  to  difcufs 
matters  in  detail  with  him,  but  not 
to  enter  into  any  pofltive  engage¬ 
ments. 

The  declaration  of  Ruffia  was 
dated  the  loth  of  February,  al¬ 
though  it  was  not  fent  from  Saint 


Peterfburgh  until  the  17th.  After 
fetting  forth  the  tranfa&ions  be¬ 
tween  that  court  and  the  cabinet  of 
Stockholm,  which  have  already 
been  given,  it  ftated  the  opinion  of 
Alexander,  that  his  empire  would 
be  badly  allured  as  long  as  the 
king  of  Sweden,  his  neighbour, 
fhould,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  warfare  between  England  and 
Ruffia,  for  a  certain  time,  cover 
his  notorious  partiality  for  the 
former  under  the  cloak  of  neutra¬ 
lity  ;  a  neutrality  which  his  impe. 
rial  majefty  could  not  allow,  be. 
caufe  he  could  not  fuffer  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  Sweden  towards  Ruffia  to 
be  any  longer  uncertain.  No 
courfe  therefore  remained  for  his 
imperial  majefty,  but  that  he 
fhould,  without  farther  delay,  em* 
ploy  all  the  means  which  Provi¬ 
dence  had  placed  in  his  power  to 
fecure  the  welfare  of  his  dominions ; 
and  he  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  notify  this  to  the  king,  and  to 
all  Europe.  The  emperor  declared, 
however,  that  he  was  ftill  ready  to 
change  the  fteps  which  he  was 
compelled  to  take,  into  meafures  of 
proteflion,  in  cafe  the  king  would 
immediately  attach  himfelf  to  Ruf¬ 
fia  and  Denmark,  in  order  to  fhut 
up  the  Eaft  Sea,  until  a  maritime 
peace  could  be  effeded.  He  en¬ 
treated  the  king,  his  brother  in 
law,  for  the  laft  time,  and  with 
fentiments  of  true  friendlhip,  no 
longer  to  hefitate  refpetting  the 
fulfilment  of  his  engagements,  and 
the  adoption  of  a  fyftem  which 
became  the  northern  powers. 

In  anfwer  to  this  manifefto,  the 
king  of  Sweden  iflued  another  on 
the  11th  of  March.  It  began  by 
juftly  complaining  of  the  invafion 
of  Finland  without  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  proceeded  to  advert  to  the 

alliance 
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alliance  that  had  lately  fubfifted  to  make  a  merit  of  having  refilled 
between  the  two  monarchs  for  the  temptations  fo  mean  and  defpicable ; 
advantage  of  Europe,  and  the  relief  but  he  was  not  without  hopes,  that 


of  diftrefled  countries.  How  far 
thefe  obje&s  had  been  obtained  by 
the  peace  of  Til  fit,  it  obferved, 
contemporaries  had  already  de¬ 
cided,  and  futurity  would  more 
clearly  difcover.  The  king,  al¬ 
though  at  his  poft  on  the  theatre  of 
war,  was  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
tenor  of  his  convention  with  Ruf- 
fia,  neither  informed  of  the  armif- 
tice,  nor  of  the  definitive  negotia¬ 
tions,  till  peace  was  concluded. 
Having  received  advice  of  thefe 
tranfa&ions,  accompanied  with  a 
cold  and  flight  invitation  to  affift 
in  the  objeft  of  peace,  the  king  ap¬ 
plied  to  France  for  an  armiftice 
(which  ought  to  have  been  ftipu- 
lated  for  in  the  treaty  of  Tilfit), 
but  received  only  evafive  anfwers ; 
and  finding  himfelf  confequently 
unable  to  defend  his  German  ftates, 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  them. 
Notwithftanding  he  had  fuftained 
this  lofs  by  the  defertion  of  Ruflia, 
his  majefty  promifed  himfelf,  that 
though  fhe  had  adopted  a  different 
fy ftem,  a  juft  retrofpeft  would  be 
given  to  former  occurrences.  The 
king  had  fupported  the  operations 
of  Ruffia  with  his  fhips  of  war, 'had 
fhared  with  the  emperor  his  mili¬ 
tary  ftores,  had  rejefted  and  imme¬ 
diately  communicated  the  offers 
made  to  him  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  ;  one  of  which  was,  that 
on  condition  of  his  breaking  with 
Ruffia  while  in  the  midft  of  the 
war,  and  when  her  frontiers  and  her 
very  capital  were  defencelefs,  he 
fhould  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  all  the 
provinces  loft  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  XII.  together  with  fuch 
further  part  of  the  Ruffian  empire 
as  he  might  determine.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  flood  on  higher  ground,  than 


the  aggregated  cenfure  due  to  a 
power,  thus  fpared  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  would  be  proportioned  to 
its  oppreffive  condudl  towards  his 
kingdom.  The  confequences  of 
the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Tilfit  began  by  degrees  to  unfold 
themfelves.  The  commercial  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  England,  that  ridiculous 
pretext  formed  by  France,  in  order 
to  ufurp  to  itfelf  the  continent, 
was  alfo  brought  forward  for  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  North  the  oppref- 
fion  and  mifery,  which  from  port  to 
port,  and  from  ftate  to  ftate,  Eu¬ 
rope  had  been  fubjedled  to.  No 
government  was  any  longer  left  to 
its  own  light  and  experience-— no 
people  to  their  own  lawful  induftry 
— no  middle  clafs  was  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  between  the  vaifal  and 
the  enemy.  Peace  fignified  confe¬ 
deracy — confederacy  fubmiffion ; 

and  from  Paris  were  to  proceed  the 
mandates,  which  were  to  didlate 
both  principles,  laws,  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  to  the  felf-ftyled  indepen¬ 
dent  confederacy,  while  they  pro¬ 
moted  only  a  luft  for  power,  and 
violated  what  was  moll  facred  in 
fociety. 

After  noticing  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Ruffian  manifefto  had 
done,  the  intercourfe  between  the 
two  courts,  the  declaration  thus 
continued — That  Sweden  fhould  be 
called  upon  to  ferve  Ruffia  as  an 
outwork,  becaufe  fne  had  thought 
proper  to  provoke  England — that 
Sweden  fhould  facrifiee  her  fleet  and 
commerce  for  Croniladtand  Revel, 
was  afking  rather  too  much ;  yec 
immediately  after  making  thefts 
claims,  Ruffia  a&ually  commenced 
her  preparatory  meafures  for  war 
on  the  frontiers  of  Finland.  His 
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majedy  continued,  neverthelefs,  to 
view  them  with  calm  forbearance  ; 
for  as  yet  no  fpecific  complaints 
had  been  preferred,  nor  had  any 
unconditional  demands  been  made. 
The  propofals  which  the  king  had 
made  of  an  agreement  to  protect 
the  Baltic,  prefented  afpecfs  of  tran¬ 
quillity  and  advantage  to  Ruflia, 
and  to  all  the  North,  which  it  would 
appear  could  not,  but  under  great 
refponfibilitv,  be  refufed.  They 
were  made  with  a  well  grounded 
confidence,  that  England  would 
concur  in  them.  Infteadof  giving 
any  reply  to  them,  Ruflia  caufed  her 
troops  to  enter  Finland  in  a  hodile 
manner,  and  by  bribes  and  artitice 
endeavoured  to  call  forth  treafon  to 
her  aid. 

The  hoftility  of  Denmark  to 
Sweden,  in  the  new  pofition  of 
affairs,  was  to  be  expected;  ac¬ 
cordingly  (he  iffued  her  declaration 
on  the  19th  of  February.  In  this 
paper  it  was  obferved,  that  while 
all  Europe  was  indignant  at  the 
crime  committed  by  Great  Britain 
againd  a  neutral  and  peaceful  date, 
the  court  of  Stockholm  alone  took 
no  notice  of  that  event.  The  ca¬ 
binet  of  Copenhagen  would  have 
been  extremely  embarraffed  to  in¬ 
terpret  this  conduct,  if  it  had  liot 
quickly  feen  caufe  to  fuppofe,  that 
the, king  of  Sweden  was  not  merely 
indifferent  on  the  fubjeft.  The 
drd  indication  which  he  gave  of 
having  a  fecret  qnderdanding  with 
England  at  the  expcnce  of  Den¬ 
mark,  was  the  extraordinary  faci¬ 
lity  with  which  he  consented,  fe ve¬ 
nd  weeks  before  the  reduction  of 
Scralfund,  to  the  departure  of  mod 
of  the  Eritifh  forces  from  Pomera¬ 


nia  ;  whither,  as  it  fhould  feem, 
they  went  with  no  other  view, 
than  to  await  the  opportunity  of 
being  conveyed  to  Zealand.  To 
this  indication  of  a  hodile  mind, 
others  were  foon  added.  The  Da- 
nifh  government  was  not  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  extent  of  the  aflidance 
which  its  enemy  received  dn  the 
ports  of  Sweden  ;  but  it  had  felt 
the  confequences  of  that  affidance 
in  a  manner  mod  lamentable  to  it- 
felf.  The  king  of  Sweden  repair¬ 
ed  to  the  coad  oppofite  to  the 
Sound,  and  appeared  to  take  plea- 
fure  in  beholding  perfonally  all  the 
injudice  and  outrage  committed 
againd  a  neighbouring  country. 
He  lav  idled  numberlefs  marks  of 
didin&ion  on  the  leaders  of  the 
Englifh  forces  5  while  they,  on 
their  part,  affedted  to  render  him 
honours  as  the  allv  of  their  fove- 
reign.  Thefe  inimical  appearances 
were  foon  fucceeded  by  facls.  The 
government  of  England  drd  deve-? 
loped  the  openly  hodile  difpofition 
of  his  Swedifh  majedy  *,  who  when 
called  upon,  in  the  mod  frank  and 
friendly  manner,  to  explain  himfelf 
on  this  point,  gave  equivocal  and 
infulting  anfwers.  Still  as  thefe 
anfwers  feemed  to  contradifl  the 
-aifertions  of  the  Britifh  cabinet, 
the  court  of  Copenhagen  was  con- 
tent  with  them  for  the  moment, 
and  didembled  its  jud  refen tment 
againd  the  king  of  Sweden,  in  the 
hope  that  enlightened  concern¬ 
ing  his  true  intereds,  he  would 
yield  to  the  remondrances  which 
the  Ruifiari  government  had  made, 
with  as  much  tendernefs  as  pati? 
ence,  in  order  to  engage  him  to 
renounce  his  connexion  with  Great 


*  This  paragraph  relates  to  a  threat  faid  to  have  been  held  forth  by  the  Britifh  cabi¬ 
net,  alter  the  fignature  of  the  capitulation  at  Copenhagen,  that  unlels  Denmark  aban¬ 
doned  the  alliance  of  France,  Swedifh  troops  would  be  introduced  into  Zealand  to  re¬ 
tain  pofiedion  of  it,  and  that  Norway  would  be  guaranteed  to  Sweden. 

Britain, 
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Britain,  evidently  become  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  tranquillity  of  the 
North,  and  the  fecurity  of  Den¬ 
mark.  The  refolution  of  the  king 
having,  however,  fruftrated  the 
laft  hopes  of  his  neighbours,  the 
court  of  Denmark  could  no  longer 
hefitate  to  take  thofe  meafures, 
which  its  fafety,  the  general  inte- 
reft  of  the  North,  its  attachment  to 
Ruffia,  and  the  nature  of  its  alli¬ 
ance  with  that  power  imperiouily 
prefcribed  to  it.  At  a  moment 
when  Zealand  was  again  threatened 
by  the  forces  of  England,  to  which 
the  ports  of  Sweden  ferved  as  points 
of  union  ;  when  the  enemy  of  the 
North  had  juft  allured  himfelf  of 
the  dependence  of  the  Swedifh  go¬ 
vernment  upon  him  for  frelh  pecu¬ 
niary  aftiftance ;  when  the  public 
declarations  of  the  Englilh  miniftry 
fufficiently  unfolded  the  nature  of 
the  engagements  ftill  fubfifting  or 
renewed  between  the  two  allies,  the 
cabinet  of  Copenhagen  deemed  it 
right  to  prefer  a  ftate  of  open  hof- 
tility  to  precarious  and  equivocal 
relations  towards  a  potentate  whofe 
fentime nts  were  become  more  and 
more  fufpicious,  and  who  during  a 
long  period  could  be  conlidered  only 
as  a  difguifed  enemy.  His  majefty 
the  king  of  Denmark  confequently 
declared,  thatheadopted  altogether 
the  refolutions  ofRuffia  in  refpedt  to 
Sweden,  and  that  he  would  not  fe- 
parate  his  caufe  from  that  of  the 
emperor  Alexander,  his  auguft  and 
faithful  ally. 

The  king  of  Sweden’s  reply  to 
this  declaration  appeared  on  the 
27th  of  March.  Denmark,  faid 
he,  had  formed  an  alliance  with 
France,  was  prepared  to  receive 
French  troops  in  its  country,  col¬ 
lected  tranfport  velfels  in  its  har¬ 
bours,  fitted  out  all  its  (hips  in 
*he  road  of  Copenhagen,  to  cover 
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a  French  expedition  againft  Swe- 
den,  and  then  declared  war.  Den. 
mark  accufed  Sweden  of  being  the 
caufe  of  this  rupture,  becaufe  fne 
did  not  prefent  compliments  of 
condolence  on  the  lofs  of  the  Da- 
nifh  fleet,  becaufe  fhe  would  not 
co-operate  to  avenge  that  humilia¬ 
tion,  and  efpecially  becaufe  fhe 
fought  aid  from  England  againft 
aggreffion.  The  relations  of  Swe¬ 
den  towards  Denmark  were  thofe 
of  mere  peace.  There  was  no 
alliance  or  convention  between 
them,  pointing  out  to  the  two 
courts  any  political  courfe  for 
their  common  condutft.  When  Swe¬ 
den,  Ruffia,  and  Pruffia,  fought  in 
conjunction  againft  France,  Den¬ 
mark  flickered  by  her  neutrality, 
appeared  the  friend  of  all.  The 
king,  beholding  this  fyftem,  and 
convinced  by  fome  explanations 
demanded  in  1806,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  obtain  from  Den¬ 
mark  a  change  of  meafures,  fa¬ 
vourable  to  Sweden,  could  not  en¬ 
tertain  a  hope  that  the  naval  force 
of  Denmark  would  ever  be  fer- 
viceable  to  him  ;  on  the  contrary, 
after  the  peace  of  Tilflt  he  had 
every  reafon  to  fear,  that  by  the 
fuggeftion  of  Ruffia  and  France,  it 
might  be  one  day  turned  againft 
him.  Hi's  majefty  therefore  thought 
proper  to  older ve  a  profound  fi- 
lence  relative  to  the  events  which 
paired  in  his  vicinity  laft  autumn, 
leaving  to  England  the  talk  to 
juftify  thofe  events  hereafter.  It 
was  due  to  truth,  however,  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  court  of  London 
did  not  invite  Sweden  to  take  part 
in  this  expedition,  nor  confide  it 
to  her  until  the  moment  when  it 
was  carried  into  effeCL  The 
auxiliary  troops  landed  in  Pome¬ 
rania,  were  given  back  by  virtue 
of  a  feparate  article  of  the  con¬ 
vention. 
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vent  ion,  concluded  at  London  on 


the  17th  of  June,  1807,  when 
certainly  there  was  as  yet  no  re¬ 
ference  to  this  expedition.  The 
Englifti  fleet  arrived  in  the  Sound, 
and  departed  from  it  after  the 
attack  on  Copenhagen,  without 
entering  a  Svvedifh  port.  It  was 
proper  here  to  render  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  the  moft  authentic 
and  folemn  teftimony,  that  in  all 
his  tranfaftions  with  Sweden,  he 
never  demanded  ofFenfive  meafures, 
nor  required  any  thing  that  was 
not  perfe&ly  compatible  with  its 
tranquillity  and  independence.  The 
moft  recent  and  convincing  proof 
of  this,  was  the  promptitude  with 
which  his  miniftry  acceded  to  the 
propofal  of  the  king  for  the  paci¬ 
fication  of  the  Baltic  by  a  formal 
promife,  on  conditions  ufeful  and 
honourable  to  all  the  North,  not 
to  fend  into  the  Eaft  Sea  any  Blips 
of  war.  Let  the  Danifti  govern¬ 
ment  read  in  this  propofal  the 
complete  refutation  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  contained  in  the  manifefto 
againft  Sweden  :  let  it  compare  the 
ftate  of  things  which  the  king  had 
deli  red,  with  that  which  Ruflia 
and  France  vvifhed.  When  the 
North  was  outraged  by  the  de- 
vaftation  of  Lower  Saxony,  and 
by  the  opprefiion  of  the  Hanfeatic 
towns,  England,  Pruflia,  Ruflia, 
and  Sweden,  made  war  to  avenge 
them,  but  no  one  thought  of  forc¬ 
ing  Denmark  to  take  part  in  it. 

She  was  then  the  ally  of  Ruflia  as 

* 

well  as  at  prefent.  Why  did  fhe 
not  embrace  her  caufe  ?  What 
cuuld  file  then  allege  for  her  tran¬ 
quillity,  which  Sweden  could  not 
now  allege  ?  But  the  condudt  of  Den¬ 
mark,  although  in  order  to  juftify 
her  proceedings,  fhe  hefitated  not 
make  all  kinds  of  afi'ertions,  and 
dared  to  defend  the  injuftice  of 


Ruflia,  was  explained  by  the  fad. 
which  file  vainly  endeavoured  to 
conceal — that  fhe  was  under  the  in¬ 
fluence,  and  was  the  ally  of  France. 

To  the  declarations  of  Ruflia 
and  Denmark  againft  Sweden, 
that  of  Pruflia  was  added  on  the 
6th  of  March.  Frederick.  Wil¬ 
liam  difdained  to  degrade  himfelf 
by  endeavouring  to  account  for  a 
procedure  which  he  was  compelled 
to  adopt,  by  an  artful  fabrication 
of  fpecious  pretexts.  He  Amply 
ftated,  that  he  had  been  folicited 
by  both  the  imperial  courts  of 
Paris  and  St.  Peterfburgh,  con¬ 
formably  with  the  fyftem  of  the 
other  powers  of  the  continent,  to 
extend  the  fame  meafure  againft 
Sweden,  which  had  been  taken 
againft  England,  on  account  of 
the  frefti  alliance  concluded  be¬ 
tween  thofe  countries.  Following 
the  example  of  the  emperor  of 
Ruflia,  his  majefty  had  accordingly 
broken  off  all  relations  with  Swe¬ 
den.  Lie  alfo  fignified,  that  no 
vefiel  belonging  to  Sweden,  nor 
any  (hip  coming  from  her  ports, 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  Pruf- 
fian  harbours. 

Feeling  that  the  hoftility  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia  was  involuntary, 
Guftavus  contented  himfelf  with 
recapitulating  to  his  fubje&s  the 
contents  of  the  ftate  paper  pub. 
liihed  by  the  former,  with  a  flight 
comment  on  the  oppreflion  to 
which  that  unfortunate  fovereign 
was  obliged  to  fuhmit. 

The  Ruffians  had  by  this  time 
made  a  great  prog  refs  in  Finland. 
Guftavus  had  conferred  the  chief 
command  of  the  Swedifii  army  in 
that  province  on  count  Klingfpor, 
who,  unable  to  repel  the  numer¬ 
ous  force  which  the  enemy  had 
poured  into  the  country,  retired 
before  it.  In  conducing:  the  re. 

treat 
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treat  of  his  troops,  Klingfpor  de¬ 
veloped  much  talent,  and  juftly 
obtained  high  honour.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  were  not  only  numerous,  but 
-•well  fupplied  with  every  fpecies 
of  warlike  ftores  and  provifions  ; 
they  had  the  advantage  derived 
from  the  fcience  of  French  en¬ 
gineers,  and  were  befides  led  on 
by  Swedifh  traitors,  who  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  roads. 
Never thelefs,  Klingfpor,  by  ju- 
dicioully  avoiding  a  general  en¬ 
gagement,  though  he  made  an  ob- 
ftinate  hand  at  every  tenable  po¬ 
rtion,  purfued  his  courfe  for  above 
four  hundred  miles,  through  a 
territory  deeply  covered  with 
fnow,  which  had  fallen  in  immenfe 
quantities  during  the  winter,  and 
at  length  reached  the  town  of 
Wafa  with  all  his  magazines  and 
artillery.  The  merit  of  this  re¬ 
trograde  movement  is  increafed, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  through 
tendernefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Finland,  he  did  not  attempt  to  lay 
the  country  wafte,  and  thus  to 
impede  the  march  of  the  enemy. 
At  Wafa  the  Ruffians  hoped  to  be 
able  to  take  him  in  flank  with  a 
column  under  the  orders  of  gene¬ 
ral  TutfchkofF,  and  to  force  him 
to  furrender,  as  the  pailage  acrofs 
the  gulph  of  Bothnia  to  Sweden 
was  rendered  impracticable  by  the 
floating  ice,  and  as  the  route  hy 
Tornea,  along  the  uninhabited 
coaft  of  Eaft  Bothnia,  muft  have 
expofed  his  troops  to  the  danger 
of  periftiing  with  hunger  ;  but  by 
the  refources  of  his  military  Ikill, 
he  was  enabled  to  difappoint  the 
expectations  of  his  opponents,  and 
to  effeCt  a  junction  with  the  di- 


viflons  of  count  Cronftedt,  who 
had  brought  off  all  the  Swedifh 
forces  from  Savolax. 

The  emperor  of  Ruffia  ^  , 

now  publifhed  a  manifefto,  1  a„C  * 
in  which  he  obferved,  that  2 
flnce  every  thing  clearly  {hewed 
that  he  could  not  expect  any  fa¬ 
vourable  change  in  the  fentirnents 
of  his  Swedith  majefty,  he  had 
been  compelled  to  alter  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  meafu  res.  Hedeclared, 
that  as  his  ambaffador  at  Stock¬ 
holm  was  unwarrantably  put  in  a 
a  ftate  ©f  arreft  by  the  king’s 
order  *,  he  protefted  againft  that 
aCt  ;  and  he  lignified  that  though 
he  might  nfe  reprifals,  he  preferred 
to  direCt  his  minifters  to  double 
the  attentions  which  they  had  al¬ 
ways  paid  to  the  Swediih  ambaf¬ 
fador,  who  was  ftill  at  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  to  provide  that  he 
(hould  have  the  power  to  take  his 
departure  from  that  city  whenever 
he  pleafed,  and  that  he  might  not 
experience  any  difficulty  or  un« 
pleafant  occurrences,  either  there 
or  on  his  journey.  His  imperial 
majefty  alfo  informed  all  the  Euro¬ 
pean  powers,  that  thenceforward 
he  conftdered  Finland  as  a  pro¬ 
vince  conquered  by  his  arms,  and 
that  he  incorporated  it  for  ever 
with  his  empire. 

Although  the  Ruffians  had  over¬ 
run  Finland,  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Sweaborg  hitherto  defied  the  em¬ 
peror’s  arms.  Admiral  Cronftedt, 
the  governor  of  the  place  was, 
however,  induced  to  enter  into  a 
convention  for  an  armiftice  with  the 
enemy  on  the  41I1  of  April,  by  the 
conditions  of  which  he  engaged 
to  furrender  Sweaborg,  as  well  as 


*  M.  Alopeus  was  detained  at  Stockholm  for 
fuffered  to  depart., 


nearly  three  months  before  he  was 


well 
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the  SwediPn  flotilla  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  in  cafe  he  fhould  not  receive 
fuccour,  by  at  leafl  five  fail  of  the 
line,  on  the  3d  of  May.  The  be¬ 
haviour  of  M.  de  Cronftedt  in 
confenting  to  this  extraordinary 
arrangement  naturally  expofed  his 
character  to  the  imputation  of  ex¬ 
treme  weaknefs  or  treachery.  In 
his  report  of  the  tranfaftion  to  the 
king  of  Sweden,  he  endeavoured 
to  juftify  himfelf  by  alleging  the 
infufficiency  of  the  garrifon  to 
maintain  the  works,  and  the  ex- 
haufted  ftate  of  the  ammunition, 
as  he  laid  that  he  had  only  powder 
to  fupport  the  fiege  for  fifteen  days 
left  in  the  magazines.  The  gar¬ 
rifon  was  compofed  of  fix  thou¬ 
sand  men  ;  and  when  the  truce  was 
made,  no  more  than  one  officer  and 
fix  men  had  been  killed.  As  to 
the  condition  refpedting  fuccour  it 
was  abfurd.  It  was  evident  that 
no  relief  could  arrive  in  time  from 
Sweden,  even  had  a  fleet  been  in 
readinefs  to  convey  it,  and  if  it 
had  been  likely  that  the  har¬ 
bour  of  the  fortrefs  would  be 
clear  from  ice  ;  but  conftant  ex¬ 
perience  had  proved,  that  it  was 
never  clear  in  the  beginning  of 
May.  By  one  of  the  articles  of 
this  difgraceful  capitulation,  the 
flotilla  was  to  be  refiored  to  Sweden 
after  the  conelufion  of  peace,  pro¬ 
vided  that  England  gave  back  to 
Denmark  the  fleet  which  fhe  took 
in  1807.  The  king  of  Sweden 
was  greatly  incenfed  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  account  of  this  conven¬ 
tion,  and  he  immediately  ordered 
that  admiral  Cronitedt  and  all  offi¬ 
cers  concerned  in  it,  together  with 
thofe  who  did  not  pro  left  againft 
it:,  fhould  be  difmiflfed  from  the 
public  iervice.  While  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  fucceeded  by  artifice  rather 


than  honourable  warfare  at  Swea» 
borg,  count  Buxhovden  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  retreat  from  the  northern 
part  of  Finland  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions.  Klingfpor  inftantly  avail¬ 
ed  himfelf  of  this  turn  of  affairs, 
purfued  the  Ruffians,  and  brought 
them  to  two  engagements,  in  both 
of  which  he  obtained  confiderable 
advantages*  The  Ruffians  were  alfo 
driven  from  the  ifle  of  Gothland, 
of  which  they  had  taken  poffeffion. 

By  the  death  of  the  king  of 
Denmark,  who  expired  on  the 
13th  of  March,  the  crown  prince 
fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  that 
kingdom.  This  event  produced 
no  change  in  the  relations  between 
Denmark  and  Sweden,  as  the 
crown  prince  had  for  many  years 
poiTeffed  the  fovereign  power,  in 
confequence  of  the  mental  imbeci¬ 
lity  of  his  father.  A  large  corps 
confifting  of  French  and  Spanifli 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Ber,. 
nadotte,  having  marched  into  Hoi- 
ftein,  the  king  of  Sweden  had 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  Danes, 
in  conjunction  with  thefe  forces, 
meditated  an  invafion  of  his  terri¬ 
tories  :  but  he  appears  to  have  dif- 
reo;arded  this  demonftration  of  a 
probable  attack  on  his  fouthern 
provinces.  The  idea  of  poffefling 
Norway  had  captivated  his  ima¬ 
gination.  Accordingly,  he  di¬ 
rected  general  Armfeldu,  at  the 
head  of  a  Swedifh  army,  to  enter 
that  country.  The  Norwegian 
militia  fell  back  at  Armfeldt’s  ap¬ 
proach  to  a  flronger  body  of  troops, 
affembied  at  fotne  diftance  from  the 
confines.  Although  the  career  of 
the  Swedes  was  at  firfl  victorious, 
it  was  unattended  with  any  import¬ 
ant  aCtion,  and  it  was  foon  arrefted 
by  the  enemy  who  had  been  ftrongly 
reinforced.  The  nature  of  the 

country 
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country  prefents  many  obftacles  to 
an  invader,  from  the  vaft  chains  of 
itupendous  mountain,  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  defiles  in  which  it  abounds. 
Thefe  favourable  points  were  of 
courfe  occupied  and  eafily  defended. 
In  feveral  inftances  the  Swedes 
were  repulfed,  and  after  fome 
trifling  Ioffes,  they  were  obliged  to 
retreat  into  their  own  territory, 
and  affume  a  defend ve  pofltion.  in 
confequence  of  thefe  reveries,  the 
king  of  Sweden  appeared  to  have 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  reducing 
Norway. 

Guftavus  had  demanded  of  Great 
Britain  an  auxiliary  force,  and  the 
Englifh  government  offered  to  fend 
to  Sweden  ten  thoufand  men,  to  be 
employed  either  in  offenflve  or  de- 
fenflve  operations,  provided  that 
they  might  be  recalled  at  the  king 
of  England’s  pleafure,  that  they 
fhould  ad  in  one  body  under  the 
feparate  orders  of  their  own  gene¬ 
ral,  and  that  they  fhould  never  be 
engaged  in  any  fervice  which  fnould 
prevent  them  from  having  a  free 
communication  with  the  Britifh 
fleet.  The  Swedifh  ambaflador  at 
London  was  not  authorifed  to 
agree  to  thefe  conditions;  but 
aware  that  his  country  needed  af_ 
flftance,  he  endeavoured  to  haften 
the  departure  of  the  expedition, 
undertaking  that  the  troops  fhould 
be -hofpitably  received  in  Gotten- 
burgh,  where  they  were  to  await 
his  mafter’s  decifion.  The  forces, 
under  the  orders  of  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Moore,  were  confequently 
fent;  and  when  they  arrived  at 
Gottenburgh  on  the  i  8th  of  May, 
it  was  found  that  the  governor  of 
the  place  had  been  direded  to  ad¬ 
mit  them  into  the  harbour,  but 
not  to  fuffer  them  to  land.  Guf- 
tayus  now  required  that  thefe  aux* 
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iliaries,  though  fubjed  to  the 
orders  of  their  own  officers  in 
every  thing  which  regarded  their 
economy  and  military  arrange¬ 
ments,  fhould  be  placed  under  his 
command  ;  and  that  in  cafe  it 
fhould  be  thought  expedient  to 
to  withdraw  them,  a  reafonable 
notice  lhould  be  given  him,  left 
his  own  troops  fhould  be  endan¬ 
gered  in  any  fervice  in  which  both 
parties  were  employed,  by  the 
fudden  recal  of  the  Britifh.  As 
he  had  for  fome  time  entertained  a 
projed  of  atacking  Zealand,  he 
alio  propofed  that  general  Moore 
fhould  co-operate  in  that  enter- 
prife.  It  therefore  became  necef- 
fary  to  fend  colonel  Murray  to 
England,  to  take  the  opinion  of 
his  ma jetty’s  minifters  on  thefe 
points.  When  that  officer  re¬ 
turned,  Guftavus  was  informed, 
that  while  general  Moore  conti¬ 
nued  in  Sweden,  he  was  to  confider 
himfelf  under  his  majefty’s  com¬ 
mand;  that  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  perfedly  concurred  in  the 
propriety  of  giving  timely  no¬ 
tice,  in  the  event  of  his  troops 
being  recalled,  which  ftep,  in¬ 
deed,  his  concern  for  the  king  of 
Sweden’s  intereft  would  have  pre¬ 
fer!  bed  to  him  ;  but  that  he  rnuft 
make  an  attack  upon  Zealand  an 
exception  to  any  plan  <af  combined 
warfare.  This  communication  was 
made  on  the  1 6th  of  June  by  Mr. 
Thornton,  the  Englifh  envoy,  who 
at  the  fame  time  complained  of  the 
oppofition  which  was  made  to  the 
landing  of  the  troops,  intimating 
that  they  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
turn  to  England,  if  they  were 
longer  detained  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports,  and  denied  the  refrefhment  and 
conveniences  which  were  become 
requifite  for  the  men  and  holies. 
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The  king  of  Sweden  was  diffatif- 
fied  that  his  command  over  the 
Britifh  forces  Ihould  be  limited  to 
their  continuance  in  his  dominions, 
and  particularly  difgufted  with  the 
provifo  that  the  troops  fhould  not 
be  employed  againft  Zealand  ;  he 
determined  therefore  net  to  allow 
them  to  difembark,  in  the  hope  of 
inducing  general  Moore  to  comply 
with  his  wifhes,  and  affift  him  in  an 
attack  on  that  ifland,  an  objedf 
which  entirely  abforbed  his  mind. 
To  difpel  his  majefty’s  illufion  on 
this  fubjeft,  general  Moore  repair¬ 
ed  to  Stockholm,  and  reprefented 
the  impoffibility  of  fuccefs  in  fuch 
an  undertaking,  even  if  his  inftruc. 
tions  would  permit  him  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  in  it.  Guftavus  perceiving 
that  general  Moore  declined  to  ad 
in  contradiction  to  the  pofitive  or¬ 
ders  which  he  had  received  from  his 
fovereign,  then  propofed  that  the 
Englifh  Ihould  land  in  Ruffian  Fin¬ 
land,  to  make  adiverfion  in  favour 
of  the  Swedifh  army,  which  had 
advanced  to  Savolax.  To  this  ex¬ 
travagant  defign  of  throwing  a 
body  of  ten  thoufand  men  into  a 
territory  within  a  hundred  miles  of 
the  Ruffian  capital,  and  confe- 
quently  of  expofing  it  to  the  over¬ 
whelming  force  which  might  be 
brought  againft  ir,  general  Moore 
objeded,  ftating  with  great  re- 
fped,  that  in  the  attempt  to  exe¬ 
cute  fuch  a  plan,  the  Englifh  would 
inevitably  become  prifoners  of  war, 
without  affording  the  leaft  advan¬ 
tage  to  his  Swedifh  majefty.  Guf¬ 
tavus  next  wifhed,  that  the  Britifh. 
Ihould  co-operate  in  an  invafion 
of  Norway.  This  defire  naturally 
aftonifhed  general  Moore,  as  the 
king  had  before  expreffed  his  de¬ 
cided  opinion,  that  any  attack  on 
Norway  would  probably  fail  ;  and 


as  the  Swedifti  army,  after  its  re¬ 
treat  from  that  country,  had  been 
difperfed  in  different  cantonments, 
it  could  not  be  again  affembled  and 
prepared  for  an  undertaking  of  fo 
much  confequence,  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Auguft.  During  all  that 
intermediate  time  alfo  the  Englifh 
forces,  which  had  already  been  two 
months  on  board  the  transports, 
were  to  remain  in  them,  his  majefty 
having  declared  that  he  never 
would  permit  them  to  land.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  general  Moore 
avowed  his  determination  to  return 
to  England  with  the  troops,  tin- 
lefs  they  were  fuffered  to  difembark. 
This  nofture  of  affairs  produ-  T 
ced  an  interview  between  the  J 
king  and  the  general,  inwhich  2^e 
the  former  repeated  all  his  propofals, 
which  were  again  difeuffed  with 
the  fame  refults  as  before.  At  laft, 
his  majefty  enquired  if  the  general 
was  fully  refolved  to  fail  for  Eng¬ 
land?  That  officer  replied,  that  if 
it  was  his  majefty ’s  defire,  he  would 
wait  for  new  inftru&ions  at  Got- 
tenburgh  ;  and  that  his  majefty’* 
commands  fhould  be  the  apology 
for  his  conduft.  The  king  inti¬ 
mated  his  wifh  that  he  would  dofo, 
and  the  general  retired.  The  next 
day,  however,  general  Moore 
wrote  to  Mr.  Thornton,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  him,  that  having  atten¬ 
tively  reconfidered  his  inftruftions, 
he  found  that  he  could  not,  on  his 
own  authority,  detain  the  troops  at 
Gottenburgh  without  tranfgreffing 
the  pofitive  orders  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  yet  that  he  would  by  no 
means  haften  his  departure,  in  the 
hope,  that  while  the  arrangements 
were  forming  for  it,  new  advices 
might  arrive  from  England.  The 
general  requefted  that  the  fubftancc 
of  this  letter  might  be  officially 
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communicated  to  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den.  Mr.  Thornton  enclofed  a 
copy  of  it  to  baron  Ehrenheim, 
who  gave  it  to  Guftavus.  That 
perfonage  much  incenfed,  put  gene¬ 
ral  Moore  under  arreft.  Mr. 
Thornton  protefted  againft  the 
proceeding,  and  difpatched  a  cou¬ 
rier  to  London  with  an  account  of 
it.  Fortunately  general  Moore 
found  means  to  efcape  from  Stock¬ 
holm,  and  returning  to  Gotten- 
burgh,  immediately  failed  with  the 
troops  to  England.  The  effeCt 
produced  on  the  mind  of  the  king 
by  general  Moore’s  unexpected  de¬ 
parture,  was  too  deep  to  be  foon 
effaced.  At  firft  he  thought  only 
of  violent  meafures.  He  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  idea  of  feizing  on  the  Britifh 
fleet  in  the  Baltic,  and  of  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  the  Englifh  mer¬ 
chant  lhips  in  the  harbours  of  Swe¬ 
den.  The  effects  of  this  impotent 
delire  of  revenge,  which  did  not  in 
the  leak  diminifh  the  king's  hatred 
towards  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  were  luckily  prevented  by 
thofe  about  his  majefty. 

The  campaign  in  Finland  was 
ably  directed  by  Klingfpor,  al¬ 
though  he  was  not  properly  rein¬ 
forced  from  Sweden.  He  gained 
an  important  victory  over  the 
Ruffians  near  Wafa,  and  compelled 
j  them  to  retreat.  Before 
the  Ruffians  abandoned  that 
25*  town,  the  troops  were  per¬ 
mitted  by  general  Demidoff  to 
plunder  it,  and  they  availed  them- 
ielves  of  this  licence  with  the  molt 
favage  barbarity.  The  allowance 
of  rapine  and  cruelty  was  firft  li¬ 
mited  by  Demidoff  to  two  hours  ; 
but  the  foldiers  prolonged  their 
horrible  exceffes  for  four  days  ; 
during  which  time,  a  difgrace  to 
the  military  character  named  Er¬ 


mine,  who  had  filled  the  office  of 
governor  of  the  place  while  it  was 
occupied  by  the  Ruffians,  and  even 
Demidoff  himfelf,  frequently  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  ftreets  on  horfeback, 
and  encouraged  their  ruthlefs  ban¬ 
ditti  in  the  work  of  devaftation 
and  horror.  On  this  occafion, 
Guftavus  addreffed  a  letter  to  the 
emperor  of  Ruffi a,  in  which  he  re- 
monft rated  with  feeling  and  dignity 
againft  the  cruelties  committed  by 
his  imperial  majefty’s  troops,  and 
the  unmerited  calamities  inftiCted 
on  the  Fins,  who  had  no  other 
fault  than  that  of  loyalty  to  their 
fovereign. 

A  plan  had  been  concerted  to 
facilitate  Klingfpor’s  operations  by 
landing  troops  in  the  fouth  of  Fin¬ 
land,  to  create  a  diverfion  in  his 
favour  ;  but  inftead  of  making  one 
vigorous  effort  with  all  the  men 
that  could  be  colle&ed  for  that 
purpofe,  the  Swedifh  government 
fquandered  its  refources  in  feveral 
fmall  expeditions,  which  confe- 
quently  failed.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Ruffians,  vaftly  increafed  in 
numbers,  were  again  able  to  aCl 
offenfively  ;  ff ill  Klingfpor  endea¬ 
voured  to  maintain  a  pofition  which 
covered  the  moft  fruitful  part  of 
Eaft  Both  nia.  His  line,  which 
extended  from  Lindulax  and  Omyf- 
fa  to  Lappfjerd,  a  diftance  of  eight 
and  twenty  Swedifh  miles,  was 
feveral  times  attacked  in  different 
parts  by  the  Ruffians,  and  every 
poft  affailed,  was  moft  gallantly 
defended  by  the  Swedes.  At  length 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy’s  num¬ 
bers  prevailed,  and  general  Karain- 
fki  pufhed  on  to  Kankajocki ;  by 
which  movement  the  communica¬ 
tion,  of  the  Swedes  between  Lap. 
po  and  Lappfjerd  was  cut  off 
Klingfpor  now  perceiving  it  was 
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neceffary  to  fall  back,  by  his  fkil- 
lul  manoeuvres  affembled  his  de¬ 
tached  corps  ;  and  without  the  lofs 
of  a  Angle  piece  of  cannon,  ammu¬ 
nition  waggon,  or  provifion  cart, 
retired  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  to 
a  portion  near  Kanko  bridge. 
Here  circumflances  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  accept  an  ar- 
miftice  for  an  unlimited 
The  prifoners  on  both  fides 
were  exchanged  rank  for  rank,  and 
man  for  man;  and  hostilities  were 
not  to  be  renewed  without  eight 


Sept. 

29. 

time. 


days  notice. 

In  one  of  the  unfuccefsful  expedi¬ 
tions  to  thefouth  of  Finland,  aconfi- 
derable number  of theSwedifhguards 
was  employed  ;  but  though  it  does 
not  appear,  that  either  they,  or  any 
of  the  troops  belonging  to  the  arma¬ 
ment,  failed  in  their  duty,  Gufla- 
vus,  who  was  at  that  time  in 
the  ifle  of  Aland,  was  fo  much 
chagrined  at  the  failure  of  his  plan, 
that  without  any  trial  or  military 
enquiry,  he  ordered  all  his  regi¬ 
ments  of  guards  to  be  broken. 
This  arbitrary  Step,  by  which  in- 
difcriminate  difgrace  was  thrown 
on  a  corps  commanded  by  officers 
related  to  the  ftrft  families  in  Swe¬ 
den,  occafioned  much  furprife  and 
diSfatisfattion.  The  king  was  not 
more  difpofed  to  view  the  fervices 
of  Klingfpor  with  a  favourable  eye 
than  thofe  of  his  guards.  That 
diftinguiffied  and  meritorious  officer 
was  fuperfeded  by  general  Klercker. 
The  Ruffians  terminated  the  armif- 
?ice  in  Finland  on  the  8th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  when  hoftilities  recom¬ 
menced.  Klercker  evinced  great 
ability  and  courage  in  his  move¬ 
ments,  but  like  his  predecelfor, 
having  to  contend  with  a  force 
vaStly  fuperior  to  his  own,  was 
reluctantly  obliged  to  retreat  to  the 


extreme  limits  of  the  pro*.  , 
vince,  and  to  agree  to  a 
convention,  which  placed 
the  whole  of  Finland  in  the  power 
of  the  Ruffians. 

The  Swediffi  fleet>  conflfting  of 
eleven  (hips  of  the  line  and  five 
frigates,  was  for  fome  time  block- 
aded  in  the  roads  of  Oro  by  that 
of  the  Ruffians,  which,  befldes 
frigates,  amounted  to  thirteen  fail 
of  the  line  ;  but  fir  Samuel  Hood, 
with  the  Centaur  and  Implacable, 
having  fucceeded  in  forming  a  con- 
junction  with  the  Swediffi  admiral, 
NauchofF,  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th  of  Auguft,  arrangements  were 
made  for  quitting  the  anchorage 
and  attacking  the  enemy.  Early 
the  next  morning,  the  whole  force 
put  to  fea  ;  and  ffiortly  afterwards 
the  Ruffian  fleet  was  difcovered  off 
Hango  Udd.  From  the  fuperior 
failing  of  the  Engliffi  veffels,  they 
were  foon  in  advance,  and  at  night 
came  fo  near  the  enemy,  as  to 
obferve  that  he  was  in  the  greatest 
confufion,  and  apparently  defirous 
of  avoiding  a  general  engagement. 
About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  the  Implacable  was 
enabled  to  bring  the  Sewolod  of 
74  guns,  which  was  the  leeward* 
moil  of  the  Ruffian  ffiips,  to  clofe 
action  ;  notwithstanding  the  Ruffian 
admiral  bore  up  with  all  his  force 
to  prevent  this  manoeuvre.  Al¬ 
though  the  Sewolod  fought  with 


the  greateffi  bravery,  in  about 
twenty  minutes  ffie  was  Silenced, 
her  colours  and  pendant  being  both 
down,  and  ffie  muft  then  have  furren» 
dered,  if  fir  Samuel  Hood  had  not 
been  obliged  to  make  a  fignal  for 
the  Implacable  to  join  him,  in 
confequence  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemy’s  whole  fleet.  The 
Ruffian  admiral  having  fent  a 
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frigate  to  take  the  difabled  fhip  in 
tow, again  hauled  his  wind.  When 
the  Implacable  was  ready  to  make 
fail,  fir  Samuel  gave  chace,  and  foon 
compelled  the  frigate  to  caft  off  her 
tow  :  but  the  Ruffian  admiral  pro¬ 
tected  the  Sewolcd,  by  ordering 
feveral  fhips  of  the  line  to  bear 
down  on  the  Britifh  velfels.  Every 
hope  was  now  entertained,  that  a 
general  a&ion  muft  enfue,  which, 
however,  the  enemy  avoided  by 
taking  advantage  of  a  favourable 
flant  of  wind,  and  entering  the  port 
of  Rogerswick.  The Sewolod  hav¬ 
ing  fallen  to  leeward,  grounded  on 
a  Ihoal  at  the  entrance  of  the  port ; 
and  as  there  was  then  fome  fwell,  it 
was  expected  fhe  would  be  de- 
ltroyed  ;  but  the  wind  moderating 
towards  the  evening,  file  appeared 
to  ride  at  anchor.  At  fun-fet,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  Ruffians  had  fent 
boats  to  tow  her  into  the  harbour, 
fir  Samuel  flood  in  to  cut  her  off, 
and  laid  her  on  board.  Her  bow- 
fprit  was  then  lafhed  to  the  Cen¬ 
taur’s  mizen  rigging,  and  an  en¬ 
deavour  was  made  to  bring  her  out ; 
but  it  was  found  impoffible  to  effeCt 
this  defign,  as  an  anchor  had  been 
let  go  from  her.  A  very  fpirited 
conflict  commenced,  which  lafled 
for  half  an  hour ;  when  the  enemy, 
having  loft  180  men,  furrendered. 
Both  fhips  had  grounded  during 
the  engagement;  and  juft  at  the 
moment  when  two  of  the  enemy  ’s 
veffels  were  feen  under  fail  to 
attack  the  Centaur,  fhe  was  heaved 
off  by  the  exertions  of  captain 
Martin,  who  anchored  the  Impla¬ 
cable  in  a  pofition  to  perform  that 
fervice.  The  Ruffians  retreated 
when  they  faw  the  Centaur  was 
extricated  from  her  difficulty  ;  and 


[145 

the  prifoners  and  wounded  men 
out.  of  her,  burnt  her  on  the 
following  morning.  On  the  30th 
the  Swedifh  fleet  was  joined  by 
admiral  baumarez  with  the  fhips 
under  his  command.  The  com¬ 
bined  force  blockaded  the  harbour 
of  Rogerswick  for  fome  time,  but 
any  attempt  to  deftroy  the  Ruffian 
fquadron  in  it  was  found  to  be  im¬ 
practicable  ;  for  fhortly  after  it 
was  driven  in,  the  Ruffian  admiral 
difmantled  his  fhips,  with  the  guns 
of  which  he  ereCted  formidable 
batteries,  not  only  on  both  fides  of 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  but 
along  the  fhore  as  far  as  the  bot« 
tom  of  the  bay,  clofe  to  which  the 
Ruffian  fhips  were  moored  ;  and 
independently  of  thefe  defences, 
all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  affemhled  to  protedl  the 
place.  Admiral  Nauckhoff,  in¬ 
deed,  requefted  that  a  body  of 
land-forces  fhould  be  fent  from 
Finland,  with  a  view  of  taking 
poffeffion  of  the  iiland  of  Eaft 
Riga,  which  effectually  commanded 
the  harbour  ;  and  he  alfo  wifhed 
to  be  fupplied  with  fome  veffels 
that  might  be  converted  into  fire- 
fhips,  for  the  annoyance  of  the 
Ruffians.  He  was  furniihed  with 
neither;  and  the  refult  was,  that 
the  blockade  was  abandoned.  The 
Ruffian  admiral  immediately  feized 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  quit 
the  port  in  which  he  had  been  fo 
long  confined,  and  arrived  in  fafety 
at  Cronftadt  for  the  winter.  Cnif- 
tavus,  however,  had  felt  fo  af- 
fured  of  the  deftruCtion  or  capture 
of  the  Ruffian  fleet,  that  in  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  complaining  of  the  atrocities 
praCtifed  by  the  Pvuffians  in  Fin¬ 
land,  he  exprtffed  his  conviction 
to  that  monarch,  that  the  fhips 
[it  j  would 


the  Sewolod  being  fa  ft  on  fhore, 
fir  Samuel  Hood,  after  taking 

Vol.  L.  or  Vol,  VIII,  New  Series. 


146]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


would  never  come  .out  of  the  port 
of  Rogerswick,  but  as  prizes  to 
the  Swedes. 

During  the  whole  fummer,  the 
flotilla  of  Swedifii  gallies  gained 
feveral  advantages  over  that  of  the 


Ruffians.  If  was  principally  em¬ 
ployed  to  affift  the  operations  of 
the  army  ;  in  which  fervice  both 
the  officers  and  feamen  belonging 
to  it  manifefted  great  gallantry  and 
nautical  Ikill. 


CHAP.  IX. 


A  Decree  faffed  by  the  Confervative  Senate  of  France ,  for  uniting  Kehlt 
W if  el,  Cajfel ,  and  F lujhing  to  the  French  Empire.  Eighty  thoufand  Con « 
feripts  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  Government.  A  large  number  of  F  ruff  an 
Prifoners  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  French  army .  Buonaparte  creates  n 
new  Nobility  :  Speech  of  the  A rch-chancello r9  when  he  prefents  the 
Statutes  for  regulating  this  new  Order ,  to  the  Senate.  Account  of  the 
Imperial  Univerfty .  Decrees  concerning  the  Jews.  French  Expofe . 
Buonaparte  requires  the  Pope  to  enter  into  an  offenfve  and  defenfve  AT 
iiance  with  the  other  States  of  Italy.  Correfpondence  between  the  Court 
of  Rome  and  the  Cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries.  Proceedings  of  the  French  at 
Rome.  Cardinal  Caprara ,  the  Pope's  Nuncio  at  Paris ,  notifies  the  cefi 
faiion  of  his  powers  as  Legate  from  the  Holy  See9  and  demands  his  paffports 
as  Ambajfadcr.  Note  of  the  French  M infer  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  his 
Eminence.  The  Paffports  granted.  Memorial  publijhed  by  his  Holinefs . 
Buonaparte  incorporates  the  Roman  States  vith  the  kingdom  of  Italy « 
Tufcany  added  to  the  French  Empire .  The  French  take  the  Town  and 
Cafile  of  Scylla,  in  Calabria .  Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majejly  and 
the.  King  of  Sicily.  The  French  obtain  poflffion  of  the  IJland  of  Capri » 
Sir  Edward  Pellew  defrays  fame  Dutch  /hips  in  the  Harbour  of  Grieffey  in 
the  If  and  of  Java.  Gallant  a  ft  ion  between  the  Saint  Fiorenzo  and  Pi» 
edmontaife ,  near  the  if  and  of  Ceylon.  Naval  and  Military  operations  in 
the  Weft  Indies .  Capture  of  the  Ifands  of  Saint  Thomas ,  Santa  Cruzf 

Marie  Galantes  and  Defeada ,  by  the  Englijh.  A  French  Squadron  ef capes 
from  Rochefort :  it  is  purfued  by  Sir  John  Duckworth  and  Sir  Richard 
S  track  an  ;  but  gets  into  Toulon.  Affairs  of  America.  D  /contents  in  that 
country ,  in  confequence  of  the  Embargo.  Petitions  on  the  fubjeft  to  the 
P  ref  dent  of  the  United  States:  his  Anfwer  to  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mofon .  Mr.  Jefferfon  caufes  Propofals  to  be  made  to  the  Briti/b  Govern¬ 
ment ,  relative  to  the  Embargo  and  the  Englijh  Orders  in  Council.  Mr. 
Canning's  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney ,  the  American  Ambaffador  at  London. 
"The  Papers  laid  before  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States .  Revolution 
in  Turkey . 

Li  d  .  ;  •  . 


WHILE  the  powers  of  the 
North  were  engaged  in  de- 
Urudive  enmity,  and  improvidently 
«xhaufting  their  refources,  through 
the~ihfrigjues  of  the. French  ruler, 


that  reftiefs  perfonage  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  appeafe  the  cravings  of 
his  aftive  and  unbounded  ambition, 
by  adding  new  provinces  to  his 
dominions,  proje&ing  inftitutions 

to 
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to  ftrengthen  and  perpetuate  his 
authority,  or  planning  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  progrefs  of  fchemes  hill 
further  to  enlarge  the  wide  fphere 
of  his  tyrannic  influence.  A  de¬ 
cree,  palled  at  his  command  by  the 
confervative  fenate  on  the  23d  of 
January,  united  the  towns  of  Kehl, 
Wefel,  Caflel,  and  Flulhing  to  the 
French  empire.  Another  decree  of 
that  fubfervient  body,  bearing  the 
fame  date,  placed  eighty  thoufand 
confcripts,  confiding  of  youths  born 
during  the  year  1789,  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  government  ;  thus  antici¬ 
pating  by  twelve  months  the  period 
when  thefe  vidlims  of  oppreffion 
were  liable  to  be  enrolled  for  fer- 
vice  even  by  the  laws  of  the  op- 
prelfor.  The  armies  of  France 
were  alfo  augmented  in  another 
manner.  During  the  late  fatal  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  north  of  Germany,  the 
number  of  Pruffian  prifoners  lent  to 
France  amounted,  it  is  faid,  to  lit¬ 
tle  Ihort  of  one  hundred  thoufand. 
By  the  treaty  of  Tillit  they  were 
to  be  immediately  reflored  ;  but 
various  pretexts  were  urged  for  not 
executing  the  article  relative  to 
them,  until  many  of  thefe  indivi¬ 
duals  were  forced  into  the  fervice 
of  France,  or  her  German  allies. 
This  manoeuvre  was  the  more 
eafily  effe&ed,  as  it  was  infilled  that 
the  foldiers  who  had  been  enrolled 
in  the  provinces  ceded  by  Pruffia, 
were  to  be  confidered  as  belonging 
to  the  fovereigns  to  whom  the  pro¬ 
vinces  were  transferred.  Buona¬ 
parte  formed  feveral  regiments 
from  thefe  prifoners,  and  placed  them 
on  the  fame  footing  as  the  Swifs  and 
Hanoverian  battalions  in  his  pay*. 
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It  had  been  announced  for  fome 
time  that  there  was  an  intention  of 
creating  an  order  of  nobility  in 
France,  and  indeed  it  appears  fur- 
prifing,  notwithllanding  the  vari¬ 
ous  concerns  of  magnitude  which 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  fince  he  had  affumed  the 
fovereignty,  that  he  did  not  fooner 
avail  himlelf  of  fome  opportunity 
to  form  an  inilitation  fo  obvioully 
calculated  to  confirm  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  his  adherents  to  hisperfon, 
and  to  increafe  the  train  of  his  par- 
tifans,  by  conferring  on  civil  and 
military  officers  hereditary  honours 
and  dignities  which  would  depend 
on  the  liability  of  his  power.  The 
llatutes  by  which  this  nobility  was 
eftablifhed,  were  laid  before  the 
fenate  on  the  1 1  th  of  March,  by  the 
arch-chancellor  Cambaceres.  It 
was  decreed  that  the  great  officers 
of  the  empire,  viz.  the  grand  elec¬ 
tor,  the  arch-chancellor,  the  arch** 
treafurer,  the  conllable,  and  the 
grand  admiral,  were  to  have  the 
title  of  prince  and  ferene  highnefs.' 
The  elded  Tons  of’thefe  perfons  were 
to  bear,  in  their  own  right,  the 
title  of  duke  of  the  empire,  as  foon 
as  their  fathers  Ihould  affign  them 
an  entailed  eftate,  yielding'an  an¬ 
nual  income  of  200,000  francs. 
This  title,  with  the  ellate,  was  to 
pafs  to  lineal  and  legal  defendants, 
whether  of  the  body  or  adopted, 
from  male  to  male,  according  to  the 
order  of  birth.  The  miniders, 
fenators,  counfellors  of  date  named 
for  life,  the  prelidents  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  body,  and  the  archbifhops, 
were  conliituted  counts.  The  tide 
of  count  was  to  defend  in  the  farm 


*  Prince  William  of  Pruffia,  after  much  folicitation,  fucceeded  in  obtaining  paflports 
for  the  Pruffian  prifoners  remaining  in  France  5  but  he  was  mortified  to  find  that  the  total 
number  which  he  could  redeem,  fell  fhort  of  feven  thoufand. 

[Ki] 


geunner 


148]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


manner  as  that  of  fluke,  but  with 
refpedl  to  the  archbifhops,  it  was  to 
pafs  to  nephews  chofen  by  them,  in 
whofe  favour  it  was  to  become  he¬ 
reditary.  To  bear  this  title,  it 
was  neceffary  for  the  party  to  prove 
that  he  had  a  certain  income  of 
30,000  francs,  arifmg  by  eftates 
from  which  an  entail  might  be 
made,  and  one-third  part  of  the  in¬ 
come  was  to  be  attached  to  the 
title  by  way  of  endowment.  The 
prefidents  of  the  departmental  elec¬ 
toral  aflemblies,  when  they  had 
prelided  in  them  for  three  feflions, 
the  firft  prefident  and  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  court  of  caffation, 
the  firft  prelident  and  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  chamber  of  accounts, 
and  the  firft  prefident  and  attorney- 
general  of  the  court  of  appeal,  after 
they  had  exercifed  their  fun&ions 
for  ten  years  to  the  fovereigirs  fa- 
tisfadHon,  the  mayors  of  thirty- 
feven  cities,  who  had  a  right  to  be 
prefent  at  the  coronation  of  the 
emperor,  haying  performed  their 
duties  agreeably  to  his  defires  for 
the  fame  period,  and  the  bifhops, 
were  to  receive  the  title  of  baron. 
To  be  qualified  for  this  hereditary 
diftindlion,  it  was  neceffary  to  pof- 
fefs  an  income  of  15,000  francs, 
one- third  of  which  was  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  as  an  entail  to  fupport 
the  dignity.  The  members  of  the 
departmental  ele&oral  aflemblies 
haying  attended  during  three  fef- 
fions,  and  whofe  condudt  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  emperor,  might  pe¬ 
tition  to  be  created  barons.  The 
members  of  the  legion  of  honour 
were  to  bear  the  title  of  knights, 
which  was  to  be  hereditary,  and 
their  qualification  was  to  be  an  in¬ 
come  of  at  icaft  3000  francs.  Buo¬ 
naparte  referved  to  himfelf  the 
right  of  granting  fuch  titles,  as  he 


might  deem  advifable,  to  generals 
prefers,  civil  and  military  officers, 
as  well  as  others,  who  fhould  dif- 
tinguifh  themfelves  by  fervices  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  ftate.  The  perfons 
who  were  gratified  by  thefe  new 
diftindtions,  were  to  ufe  no  other 
arms  than  fuch  as  fhould  be  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  letters  patent  of  their 
elevation ;  and  the  affumption  of 
any  title  of  dignity  not  conceded 
by  Buonaparte  was  prohibited. 
Each  member  of  the  new  eftablifh- 
ment  was  to  take  the  following 
oath.  (i  I  fwear  to  be  faithful  to 
the  emperor  and  his  dynafty  ;  to 
be  obedient  to  the  conftitution, 
laws,  and  inftitutions  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  to  ferve  his  majefty  as  a 
good,  upright,  and  faithful  Tubjedb  : 
to  educate  my  children  in  the  fame 
principles  of  fidelity  and  obedience, 
and  to  march  in  defence  of  my 
country  as  foon  as  its  territory  (hall 
be  threatened,  or  as  foon  as  his  ma¬ 
jefty  fhall  take  the  field.”  It  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  terms  of 
this  oath  approached  as  nearly  as 
circumftances  would  permit  to  thofe 
of  the  old  feudal  vow,  in  which  the 
vaffal  fwore  to  become  the  liege's 
“  man,”  and  to  attend  him  in  all 
his  warlike  expeditions. 

The  arch-chancellor,  in  the  ha¬ 
rangue  which  he  pronounced  to  the 
fenate  before  he  prefented  the  fta- 
tutes,  appealed  to  the  teftimony  of 
the  beft  writers  on  political  philo- 
fophy,  to  prove  that  the  meafure 
had  become  neceffary.  f(  They,” 
faid  he,  i(  have  confidered  the  ex- 
iftence  and  fupport  of  hereditary 
diftindfions  as  being  in  fome  degree 
effential  to  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment.”  He  next  dwelt  on  the  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  would  refult  to 
the  ftate  by  originating  thefe  dig- 
dities,  in  the  fubfequent  manner. 

"  A 
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5r  A  purer  fource  of  diftinCtion  can¬ 
not  exift  than  that  which  we  have 
now  in  view.  Titles  lhall  hence¬ 
forth  be  ftiared  by  all  who,  by  their 
fervices,  their  attachment  to  their 
prince  and  their  country,  have  al¬ 
ready  rendered  themfelves  cele¬ 
brated,  and  whofe  reward  is  af- 
figned  by  univerfal  gratitude. 
Great  models  will  impofe  great  du¬ 
ties,  and  the  exertion  of  power 
which  this  obligation  will  demand, 
will  be  for  France  a  never-failing 
ftream  of  fame  and  profperity.** 
M.  Cambaceres  was  alio  careful  to 
point  out  that  the  patent  of  nobi¬ 
lity  would  confer  noexclufive  pri¬ 
vileges.  ((  The  new  order  of 
things, **  he  obferved,  u  raifes  no 
wall  of  reparation  between  the  citi¬ 
zens.  The  regular  diftinCtions 
which  are  thereby  introduced,  are 
no  infringement  on  the  rights  which 
make  all  Frenchmen  the  fame  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  ftrengthen  thofe  rights, 
by  promoting  morality,  and  guid¬ 
ing  thofe  general  fentiments  which 
many  want  when  they  are  not  fup- 
ported  by  motives  of  honour. ’*  A 
point  of  fome  delicacy  Hill  remain¬ 
ed  to  be  touched  on,  and  that  re¬ 
lated  to  the  legion  of  honour,  thus 
become  a  conftellation  of  the  lead: 
magnitude  in  this  brilliant  firma¬ 
ment.  “  The  legion  of  honour, ** 
faid  the  arch-chancellor,  ((  cannot 
be  unaffected  by  the  approaching 
eftablilhment  :  efpecial  provifions 
render  it  the  firlt  degree  in  this 
hierarchy  of  fame.  The  title  re¬ 
vered  as  it  was  before,  appears  to 
have  acquired  a  new  fplendour  ;  it 
becomes  an  inheritance  of  honour, 
which  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who 
have  acquired  it,  will  be  eager  to  in- 
«*reafe  and  render  more  illuftrious.’* 
Two  paragraphs  in  this  fpeech 
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require  fome  notice.  The  firlt 
runs  thus  :  <(  Europe,  which  has 

witnelfed  our  political  eftab’ifh-* 
ment,  admires  the  powers  of  a  ge¬ 
nius,  who  has  been  able  to  bring  it 
to  a  happy  termination.  She  is 
covered  with  our  trophies,  and  will 
receive  with  refped:  names  to  which 
our  fovereign  has  been  pleafed  to 
add  new  lull  re.’  *  By  way  of  per¬ 
petuating  the  memory  of  thefe 
t(  trophies/*  fo  Toothing  to  French 
vanity,  Buonaparte  conferred  on 
his  marlhals  and  minifters  titles 
taken  from  foreign  places,  which 
had  either  become  fubjeCt  to  him, 
or  which  had  been  the  fcenes  of 
victories  and  ccnfiderable  military 
tranfaCtions.  The  other  paragraph 
is  to  this  effefl :  t(  The  principal 
end  of  thefe  provifions  has  been  to 
fix  in  the  projeded  inftitution  the 
rudiments  of  utility  and  perma¬ 
nence,  to  purify  its  fource  from  cpr- 
ruption,  and  by  the  eftablilhment 
of  imperial  titles,  to  eradicate  the 
laft  roots  of  a  tree  which  the  hand 
of  time  has  thrown  far  away,  and 
which  cannot  flourifh  again  under 
a  prince  not  lefs  great  in  intellect 
than  power.**  By  this  paftage,  it 
is  evident,  that  Buonaparte  hoped 
to  confiom  the  in  ft  i  tut  ions  of  the 

o  #  * 

old  monarchy  to  oblivion,  by  an¬ 
nihilating  all  traces  of  the  ancient 
noblelfe,  and  to  remodify  every  ele¬ 
ment  of  power  by  making  it  pafs 
through  new  combinations. 

Amongft  the  improvements  fo 
confidently  promifed  to  France  by 
the  firft  reformers  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  was  afyftemof  national  edu¬ 
cation,  upon  which  every  party 
that  had  fuccefiively  excited  and 
difappointed  the  hopes  of  a  credu¬ 
lous  public,  had  at  lea{t  feduloufly 
and  pompoufly  declaimed.  Th6 
defenfivc  war  of  the  revolution 

againft 


loO 


^ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


Vy- 

againft  all  the  powers  of  Europe  in 
the  full  inllanee,  and  fubfequently 
the  offenfive  wars  generated  by  the 
vaft  project  of  enflaving  all  thofe 
powers,  had  equally  impeded  the 
progrefs  of  any  plan  for  general  in- 
ilruCtion.  A  variety  of  incomplete 
projects  were  adopted  and  abrogat¬ 
ed  ;  central  and  other  fchools  were 
afterwards  diftributed  throughout 
the  departments,  and  fome  fplendid 
eftablilhments  were  founded  in  the 
metropolis.  At  length,  on  the 
17th  of  March  an  imperial  decree 
completed  the  ftruCture,  by  con¬ 
necting  all  the  fchools  and  acade¬ 
mies,  or  colleges,  of  France  toge¬ 
ther,  under  the  title  of  the  uoiver- 
fity,  to  which  the  public  i  nil  ruCtion 
throughout  the  whole  empire  was 
exclusively  confided  :  for  it  was  or¬ 
dained,  that  no  one  could  open  a 
fchool,  or  teach  publicly,  without 
being  a  member  of  the  imperial 
univerfity,  and  graduated  by  one 
of  its  faculties.  The  divifions  of 
each  academy,  or  college,  were  ar¬ 
ranged  in  the  following  order:  i. 
The  Faculties  for  the  more  pro¬ 
found  fciences,  and  for  conferring 
degrees.  2.  The  Lycsea  for  the 
ancient  languages,  hillory,  rheto¬ 
ric,  logic,  and  the  elements  of  the 
mathematical  and  natural  fciences. 
3.  The  colleges  (fecondary  fchools 
of  the  communes)  for  the  elements 
of  the  ancient  languages,  the  firil 
principles  of  hillory,  and  of  the 
fciences.  4.  Les  Inflituiions ,  viz. 
Schools  kept  by  private  mailers,  in 
which  the  inftrudlion  approached 
to  that  of  the  colleges.  5.  Penjions 
or  Boarding  Schools,  alfo  belonging 
to  private  mailers,  and  devoted  to 
ftudies  lefs  fevere  than  thofe  of  the 
Institutions.  6.  The  lower,  or  pri¬ 
mary  fchools,  where  reading,  writ¬ 


ing,  and  the  firil  rules  of  arithmetic 
were  taught. 

The  Faculties  were  increafed  to 
the  number  of  five."  1.  Theology  ; 

2.  Law  ;  3.  Medicine;  4.  The  Ma¬ 
thematical  and  Phvficai  Sciences  ; 

5.  General  Literature  ( Lettres J. 
There  were  to  be  two  theological 
faculties,  one  at  Stralburgh  and  the 
other  at  Geneva,  for*  the  reformed 
religion.  In  each  faculty  were 
three  degrees,  viz.  Bachelors,  Li¬ 
centiates,  and  Doctors.  A  grand 
mailer,  appointed  bv  Buonaparte, 
and  removable  at  his  will,  was  to 
prefide  over  the  imperial  univerfity  ; 
and  all  the  profelfors,  tutors,  and 
functionaries,  of  the  eltablidiment, 
were  to  be  abfolutely  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  government,  though 
nominated  by  the  grand  mailer. 

Several  decrees  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  meafures,  determined  on 
in  the  preceding  December  relative 
to  the  Jews,  were  alfo  made  on  the 
17th  of  March.  By  the  firil,  a 
fynagogue  and  confillory  were  to 
be  eftabl idled  for  every  two  thou- 
fand  jews  ;  but  there  was  to  be 
only  one  confiilorial  fynagogue  for 
a  department.  The  confillory  was 
to  fuperintend  the  rabbis,  and  take 
care  that  their  teaching  was  con. 
formable  with  the  doCtrines  of  the 
grand  fanhedrim.  It  was  to  give 
information  refpeCting  the  Jewilh 
confcripts  oi  its  dillrifts.  Every’ 
jew  who  wilhed  to  fettle  in  France 
or  Italy,  was  to  give  three  months 
previous  notice  to  the  neareft  con. 
fillory.  There  was  to  be  a  central 
confillory  at  Paris  ;  and  each  con- 
fiftory  was  to  have  a  grand  rabbi, 
eleded  by  twenty-five  notables. 
The  fecond  decree  annulled  all  ob¬ 
ligations  for  loans  made  to  Jews 
by  minors,  without  the  fanCtion  of 

their 
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their  guardians;  by  married  women 
without  the  confent  of  their  huf- 
bands  ;  and  by  military  men  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  their  officers. 
Bills  granted  by  French  fubjeCts  to 
Jews  could  not  be  demanded,  unlefs 
the  holders  proved  that  full  value 
was  given  for  them  without  any 
fraud.  All  debts  accumulated  by 
intereft  above  5  per  cent,  were  to 
be  reduced  by  the  courts  of  law. 
After  the  tft  of  July  no  Jew  was 
to  be  allowed  to  trade  without  a 
patent,  annually  renewable  ;  and 
this  patent  was  not  to  be  granted 
by  the  prefers  to  any  individual, 
until  he  produced  a  certificate  of 
his  character,  teftifying  that  he  was 
no  ufurer.  No  Jews,  not  actually 
domiciliated  in  the  departments  of 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine,  could 
be  permitted  to  refide  there.  In 
the  other  departments,  the  Jews 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  fettle, 
except  upon  condition  of  their  pur- 
chafing  landed  property,  and  aban¬ 
doning  commerce.  The  emperor 
might,  however,  grant  to  indivi¬ 
duals  exceptions  from  this  law. 
The  Jews  of  the  confcription  were 
required  to  perform  perfonal  fer- 
vice,  and  were  not  allowed  to  find 
fubftitutes.  Thefe  regulations 
were  to  be  continued  during  ten 
years  only,  in  the  hope  that  after 
that  period,  there  would  be  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  moral  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Jews  and  the  other  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  empire.  If  the  con¬ 
trary  fhould  appear,  the  law  was  to 
remain  in  force.  The  Jews  of 
Bourdeaux,  of  the  Gironde,  and  the 
Landes,  having  given  no  caufe  for 
complaint,  were  not  fubjeCl  to  thefe 
regulations. 

The  annual  expofe  of  the  French 
empire  was  not  produced  until  the 
2d  of  November.  The  particular 
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economy  of  the  country  having 
been  fo  minutely  deferibed-  in  the 
former  volumes  of  this  work,  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  requifite  to 
expatiate  much  on  the  fubieftf  ;  be- 
caufe  nearly  every  point  which 
could  be  adduced  mult  confift  of 
repetition.  It  was  declared  that 
the  finances,  fince  France  had  ge- 
neroufly  confented  to  adopt  the 
mode  of  indirect  taxation,  were 
brought  to  a  hate  of  profperity. 
The  rneafures  taken  by  Buonaparte 
in  refpeCt  to  the  reft  nations  on  com¬ 
merce,  were  affirmed  to  have  been 
provoked  by  the  Britifh  laws  ;  and 
it  was  admitted  that  from  thofc 
rneafures,  and  the  alrnoft  total  dif- 
continuance  of  maritime  inter- 
courfe,  many  privations  for  the 
French  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  confumers,  muft  have  enfued  ; 
but  the  privations  were  declared  to 
have  been  endured  with  refignation, 
to  have  become  habitual,  to  have 
awakened  the  genius  of  invention, 
and  to  have  produced  a  thoufand 
refources  by  fubftituting  other  ob¬ 
jects  for  thofe  which  had  been  re¬ 
quired.  Belides,  it  was  obferved, 
that  a  great  nation,  by  polfefting  in 
abundance  all  articles  of  utility, 
could  eafily  forego  thofe  which 
only  formed  certain  luxuries,  or 
conveniences  of  life,  particularly 
when  its  independence  and  glory 
were  at  ftake.  The  war  againfi: 
England,  it  was  faid,  would  thence¬ 
forth  conftft  in  repelling  from  all 
points  the  Britifh  commerce,  and  in 
employing  all  the  means  calculated 
to  promote  that  end.  Amongft  the 
arts  of  induftry,  the  manufactory  of 
tin  was  ftated  to  have  made  great 
progrefs,  and  to  be  by  no  means  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  the  Englifh.  The 
creations  of  titles  of  nobility,  it 
was  remarked,  had  environed  the 
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throne  with  new  fplendour  ;  that 
fyftem  would  infpireall  hearts  with 
a  laudable  emulation  :  it  perpetu¬ 
ated  a  remembrance  of  the  moft 
illuftrious  fervices  repaid  by  the 
moft  honourable  reward.  There 
was  in  the  txpoje  a  long  detail  con¬ 
cerning  theadminiftrationof  juftice, 
the  principal  improvement  of  which 
was  in  the  eftablifhment  of  the  trial 
by  jury  on  the  principles  of  the 
Englifh  law.  Such  were  the  chief 
circumftances  enumerated  in  this 
document ;  for  as  to  the  account  of 
the  marine*  it  is  wholly  unworthy 
of  notice. 

Having  furrounded  himfelf  with 
a  hereditary  nobleffe,  and  embodied 
all  the  profeffors  of  inftru&ion  in  a 
regular  corps,  to  be  drilled  in  any 
manner  which  he  might  approve* 
Buonaparte  had  leifure  to  attend  to 
other  matters,  which  were  already 
in  a  train  of  accomplifhment.  He 
had  long  determined  to  extort  from 
the  fears  of  the  Pope  a  fubmilfion 
to  his  arbitrary  demands  ;  which 
were,  tW  his  Holinefs  fhould  enter 
into  an  otienfive  anddefenfive  alli¬ 
ance  with  the  other  ftates  of  Italy. 
Confcious  that  this  alliance  would 
commit  him  in  all  the  iniquitous 
deiigns  of  the  French  cabinet,  ^he 
fovereigw  pontiff*  was  unwilling  to 
become  an  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  Buonaparte,  for  purpofes  which 
neither  religion  nor  morality  could 
warrant ;  and  he  was  confequently 
threatened  with  the  lofs  of  his  ter¬ 
ritories,  unlefs  he  confented  to  fa- 
crifice  his  principles  by  becoming  a 
member  of  the  propofed  league. 
Againft  this  menaced  ufurpation 
the  Pope,  in  order  to  maintain  his 
duties  in  guaranteeing  the  rights  of 
his  temporal  authority,  publicly 
protefted  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
his  fucceffors,  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 


claring  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  demands  which  were  contrary 
to  his  facred  obligations,  and  the 
dilates  of  his  confcience.  The  re- 
fult  of  this  meafure  was,  that  at  the 
latter  end  of  February  a  French 
army  marched  to  Rome,  and  the 
commander  of  it  feised  the  general 
poft-office  with  apicquet  of  foldiers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  all 
correfpondence,  placed  guards  over 
the  printing-offices,  to  prevent  the 
Pope  from  promulgating  his  fenti- 
ments  by  means  of  the  prefs,  incor¬ 
porated  by  violence  the  Roman  fol¬ 
diers  with  the  French  troops,  and 
confined  feveral  cardinals  as  ftate 
prifoners.  His  holinefs  remon- 
ftrated  againft  thefe  outrages,  and 
particularly  on  the  treatment  of 
the  cardinals,  fome  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  others  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy, 
and  the  countries  united  with 
France.  On  this  fubjeft  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  could  not  be  igno¬ 
rant  that  it  was  not  only  intended 
to  deprive  him  of  his  temporal  au¬ 
thority,  but  that  there  was  alfo  a 
defign  to  deftroy  the  fpiritual  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
reprefented  by  the  facred  college, 
the  fenate  of  the  fovereign  pontiff*; 
and  that  he  had  feen  with  horror 
and  furprife,  the  maxims  which 
broke  the  moft  facred  bands  by 
which  the  cardinals  were  united  to 
the  Pope  by  all  the  force  of  a  fo. 
lemn  oath,  preceded  and  followed 
up  by  the  indignities  to  which  the 
head  of  the  church  had  been  ex- 
pofed. 

The  Pope  was  yet  to  receive 
new  infults.  Cannon  had  been 
planted  before  his  palace,  when  the 
French  firft  entered  Rome,  but  on 
the  7th  of  April,  at  fix  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  a  French  detachment 
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forced  their  way  into  it,  difarmed 
the  Swifs  and  noble  guards  in  the 
anti-chambers ;  and,  on  their  refuf- 
ing  to  obey  in  future  the  orders  of 
the  French  general,  put  them  under 
arred.  His  holinefs  having  pro- 
teded  againft  thefe  contumelious 
proceedings,  ordered  the  inconfide- 
rable  number  of  his  guards,  and  mi¬ 
litia  who  had  not  been  incorporated 
with  the  French  army,  to  adopt  a 
different  cockade,  with  the  defign, 
as  he  immediately  informed  M. 
Lefebvre,  the  French  charge  d’af¬ 
faires  at  Rome,  of  manifefting  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  his  firm 
determination  to  remain  neutral, 
and  that  he  no  longer  confidered  the 
incorporated  troops  as  belonging  to 
him.  The  French  general,  to  foil 
the  intentions  of  his  holinefs,  di¬ 
rected  all  the  troops  who  had  been 
compelled  to  enter  into  his  ranks  to 
wear  the  fame  cockade;  but  at  the 
fame  time  inferred  a  notice  in  the 
order  of  the  day,  which  was  con- 
fpicuoufly  pofted  up  at  his  head¬ 
quarters,  that  the  change  ofinfignia 
ordered  by  the  Pope  had  been  in¬ 
tended  as  the  fignal  of  an  union 
againfl  the  French  army.  Cardi¬ 
nal  Gabrielli  denied  the  inference 
drawn  from  the  order,  and  required 
the  liberation  of  the  arreded  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers  ;  but  of  courfe  no 
attention  was  paid  to  the  demand. 

Cardinal  Caprara,  the  Pope’s 
nuncio  at  Paris,  had  been  officially 
acquainted  with  the  tranfadlions 
which  occurred  in  February,  and 
enjoined  to  complain  of  them,  as 
well  as  to  endeavour  to  obtain  re- 
drefs  for  the  wrongs  and  infults 
which  had  been  offered  to  the  fove- 
reign  pontiff,  both  in  his  temporal 
and  fpiritual' capacity  ;  as  no  fatif- 
faftory  reply  had  been  made  to  the 
notes  of  his  eminence,  he  was  after-1 
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wards  indruCted  to  notify  the  cef- 
fation  of  his  powers  as  legate,  and 
obtain  his  paffports  as  ambaffa- 
dor,  in  order  that  he  might  quit 
the  capital  of  France.  The  com¬ 
munication  in  obedience  to  his  lad 
orders  was  made  on  the  30th  of 
March,  and  it  drew  an  anfwer  from 
M.  Champffgni,  embracing  the  ge¬ 
neral  matter  at  ilTue  between  the 
courts  of  Paris  and  Rome,  in  thefe 
terms.  <c  The  emperor  cannot  re- 
cognife  the  principle,  that  prelates 
are  not  fubje&s  of  the  foverelgn 
under  whofe  authority  they  are 
born.  As  to  other  points,  the  pro- 
pofal  of  his  majedy  is,  and  from 
which  he  never  will  depart,  that 
all  Italy,  Rome,  Naples,  and  Mi¬ 
lan,  (hall  enter  into  an  offenfive 
and  defenfive  treaty,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  removing  from  the  penin- 
fula  commotions  and  hodilities. 
If  the  Holy  Father  accede  to  this 
propofal,  every  thing  is  fettled.  If 
he  refufe  it,  he  announces  by  fuch 
a  determination  that  he  wifhes  for 
no  arrangement,  no  peace  ^th  the 
emperor,  and  that  he  is  at  war  with 
him.  The  fil'd  confequence  of  war 
is  conqued,  and  the  refult  of  con- 
qued  is  a  change  of  government  : 
for  :f  the  emperor  is  under  the 
neceffity  of  going  to  war  with 
Rome,  is  he  not  alfo  under  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  conquering  it,  of  changing 
the  government,  of  edablidiing 
another,  which  (hall  make  common 
caufe  againd  the  common  enemy 
with  the  kingdoms  of  Italy  and 
Naples?  What  other  guarantee 
could  he  have  for  the  fecurity  and 
tranquillity  of  Italy,  if  thefe  two 
kingdoms  were  feparated  by  a  date, 
in  which  their  enemies  would  be 
certain  of  meeting  with  a  cordial 
reception  ?  Thefe  alterations,  be¬ 
come  neceflary  if  the  Holy  Father 
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perfifts  in  his  refufal,  will  take  away 
from  him  none  of  his  fpiritual 
rights.  He  will  continue  bifhop 
of  Rome,  as  his  predeceffors  were 
during  the  eight  firftages,  and  un¬ 
der  Charlemagne.  It  will,  how¬ 
ever,  be  a  fubjed  of  grief  to  his 
raajefty  to  fee  the  works  of  genius, 
of  political  wifdom,  and  of  under- 
ftanding,  deftroyed  by  imprudence, 
©bftinacy,  and  blindnefs/’ 

M.  Champagni  pretended  to  have 
written  thus  far,  in  purfuance  of 
orders  to  anfwer  the  remonftrances 
of  cardinal  Caprara,  before  the  note 
of  his  eminence,  dated  the  30th  of 
March,  had  been  received.  On 
that  document  he  added  fome  com¬ 
ments.  u  This  note/*  he  remark¬ 
ed,  <(  has  two  objects  in  view  ;  the 
firft  to  announce  the  ceffation  of 
the  powers  of  the  legate  of  the 
Holy  Chair,  to  notify  it  againft: 
the  ordinary  forms  and  ufages,  at 
the  eve  of  Holy  Week  ;  at  a  time 
•when  the  court  of  Rome,  if  it  were 
{till  animated  by  a  truly  evangeli¬ 
cal  fpirit,  would  fee  1  it  to  be  its 
-duty  to  multiply  fpiritual  fuccours, 
and  to  promote,  by  its  example, 
union  amongft  the  faithful.  But 
be  it  as  it  may,  the  Holy  Father 
having  withdrawn  his  powers  from 
his  eminence,  the  emperor  no  longer 
acknowledges  him  as  his  legate. 
The  French  church  refumes  the  full 
integrity  of  its  dodrine.  Its 
knowledge,  its  piety  will  continue 
to  preferve  in  France  the  catholic 
religion,  which  the  emperor  will 
always  coniider  it  his  glory  to  de¬ 
fend,  and  caufe  to  be  refpeded.” 

“  The  lecond  objed  of  the  note 
of  his  excellency  cardinal  Caprara, 
is  to  demand  his  paffports  as  ambaf- 
fador.  The  underfigned  has  the 
honour  to  enclofe  them.  His  ma. 
jefty  fees  with  regret  this  formal 


demand  of  paffports,  which  the 
pradice  of  modern  times  regards  as 
a  real  declaration  of  war.  Rome 
is  then  at  war  with  France  ;  and 
in  this  Hate  of  affairs,  his  majefty 
is  obliged  to  iffue  the  neceffary 
orders  which  the  tranquillity  of 
Italy  renders  neceffary.  The  refo- 
lution  to  produce  this  rupture  has 
been  taken  by  the  court  of  Rome* 
at  a  time  when  it  believes  that  its 
arms  are  powerful  enough  to  fhew, 
that  it  may  have  recourfe  to  other 
extremities,  but  their  effeds  will  be 
checked  by  the  illumination  of  the 
age.  Temporal  and  fpiritual  an. 
thority  are  no  longer  confounded. 
The  royal  dignity,  confecrated  by 
God  himfelf,  is  above  any  attack* 
The  underfigned  wifhes  that  the 
obfervations  which  he  is  ordered  to 
tranfmit  to  cardinal  Caprara,  may 
induce  his  holinefs  to  accede  to  the 
propofal  of  his  majefty.*  * 

To  M.  Champagnes  note  fuc. 
ceeded  a  very  able  memorial  from 
the  court  of  Rome.  The  fubftance 
of  it  was,  that  his  holinefs  could 
not  enter  into  any  offenfive  and  de¬ 
fen  live  league,  which  would  by  a 
permanent  and  progreffive  fyftem, 
drag  him  into  hoftility  againft  all 
thofe  powers,  upon  which  Buona¬ 
parte  might  think  proper  to  make 
war.  (S  Such  an  engagement,  it 
was  obferved,  u  would  compel  the 
Pope  to  wage  war  againft  any  ca¬ 
tholic  prince  without  a  motive* 
Farther,  war  muft  be  waged  againft 
all  thofe  powers,  whether  catholic 
or  not,  who  may,  upon  whatever 
grounds,  be  the  enemies  of  any  Ita¬ 
lian  prince.  This  engagement  is 
too  repugnant  to  the  duties  of  his 
holinefs,  and  too  injurious  to  the 
interefts  of  religion,  to  be  entered 
into  by  the  head  of  that  religion. 
How  could  it  ever  be  fuppofed,  that 
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his  holinefs  flhould  be  capable  of  de¬ 
claring  waragainft  any  power  ?  He 
has  long  been  enduring  the  moft 
hoftile  treatment,  and  is  therefore 
prepared  to  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of 
his  temporal  dominions.  What 
can  Italy  have  to  fear,  if  his  holi¬ 
nefs  fhould  not  enter  into  the  pro- 
pofed  league  ? — Surrounded  as  the 
papal  dominions  are  by  thofe  of 
his  majefty,  no  rational  fear  could 
be  entertained  but  of  the  ports  ; 
yet  his  holinefs  having  offered  to 
Ihut  them  during  the  prefect  war 
againft  the  enemies  of  France,  and 
to  guard  the  coaft,  he  thus  propofed 
to  contribute,  as  far  as  was  in  his 
power,  without  betraying  his  fa- 
cred  obligations,  to  the  fecurity 
and  tranquillity  of  Italy.  If,  in 
fpite  of  all  this,  his  majefty  fhall 
take  poffeffion,  as  he  has  threatened, 
of  the  papal  dominions,  refpetfled 
by  all,  even  the  moft  powerful  mo¬ 
narchies,  during  the  fpace  of  ten  cen¬ 
turies  and  upwards*  and  (hall  over¬ 
turn  the  government,  his  holinefs 
will  be  unable  to  prevent  this  fpoli- 
ation,  and  can  only  in  bitter  afflic¬ 
tion  of  heart,  lament  the  evil  which 
his  majefty  will  commit  in  the  fight 
of  God  ;  trufting  in  whofe  protec¬ 
tion  his  holinefs  will  remain  in  p.  r- 
feft  tranquillity,  enjoying  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  not  having  brought  on 
this  difafter  by  imprudence  or  ob- 
ilinacy,  but  to  preferve  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  that  fovereignty,  which 
he  ought  to  tranfmit  uninjured  to 
his  fucce^^ors.,, 

tf  His  holinefs  had  no  need  to 
examine  the  principle  upon  which 
the  allegiance  of  the  cardinals  was 
founded.  Prefuming  on  that  free¬ 
dom  which  the  rights  of  nations 
allow  to  every  man,  to  live  under 
that  fky  which  is  moft  congenial  to 
him ;  prefuming  on  that  new  alle¬ 
giance  acquired  by  the  xefidence  of 


many  years,  his  holinefs  remarks 
that  primitive  allegiance  cannot 
avail  againft  the  facred  obli- 
gations  undertaken  by  the  cardi¬ 
nals  in  the  church  of  God,  the 
oaths  they  take  on  receiving  the 
purple,  and  their  eminent  office  of 
counfeilors  to  the  fovereign  pontiff 
in  his  fpiritual  concerns  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  they  cannot  be  torn  from 
his  bofom.  With  regard  to  the 
ceflation  of  the  fun&ions  of  the  le¬ 
gate,  and  to  his  departure,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  could  hardly  have  expected 
that  they  would  have  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  motives  affigned  in 
M.  Champagni’s  note.  His  holi¬ 
nefs  will  repeat  his  motives  for 
thofe  meafures  once  more.  After 
having  tried  every  method  to  recal 
his  majefty  to  his  previous  fenti- 
ments  towards  the  papal  fee,  and  to 
concert  the  defired  reparation  of  fo 
many  religious  innovations ;  after 
having  endured  for  fuch  a  length  of 
time  with  unfubdued  patience,  and 
with  unalterable  meeknefs,  fo  many 
outrages  and  infults  ;  and  feeing 
them  increafe  every  hour,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  found  it  neceffary,  though  with 
the  deepeft  regret,  to  determine  on 
the  recal  of  his  legate,  in  order  to 
overthrow  at  leaft  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  the  falfe  and  fcandalous 
opinion  that  whatever  might  occur, 
even  the  moft  flagrant  wrongs, 
would  receive  his  tacit  confent 
In  this  very  recal,  the  precife  pe¬ 
riod  of  which  could  not  have  been 
anticipated  by  his  holinefs,  he  pro- 
feffed,  along  with  thofe  conftantly 
affe&ionate  regards  which  he  enter¬ 
tained  for  his  majefty,  that  could  the 
emperor  but  confent  to  the  demand 
of  the  evacuation  of  Rome,  and  be 
fatisfied  with  the  conceffions  which 
are  compatible  with  the  duties  of 
his  holinefs,  the  legate  might  con. 
tinu«,  in  conformity  with  his  in. 
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flru&ions,  to  exercife  his  functions. 
But  his  majefty  proved  inflexible, 
and  inftead  of  receding  a  fir  gle  ftep, 
preferred  the  difcontinumce  of  the 
legation,  and  the  departure  of  the 
pontifical  reprefentative.” 

((  It  is  not,  therefore,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  who,  by  his  hypothetical  recal 
of  his  legate,  has  declared  war 
againfl;  the  emperor  ;  it  is  the  em¬ 
peror  who  chufes  to  declare  war 
againfl:  his  holinefs ;  and  not  con¬ 
tent  with  declaring  it  againfl  his 
temporal  fovereignty,  he  threatens 
to  raife  in  his  fpiritual,  a  wall  of 
divifion  between  the  catholics  of 
France  and  the  fovereign  pontiff, 
in  the  affurance,  according  to  M. 
Champagnes  note,  that  the  cardinal 
legate  having  given  up  his  fun&ions, 
the  Gallican  church  refumes  its  doc¬ 
trine  in  all  its  integrity.  His 
holinefs  has  too  good  an  opinion  of 
the  illuflrious  clergy  of  France  to 
doubt  that  the  Gallican  church, 
however  jealous  of  its  prerogatives, 
is  yet  fo  attached  to  the  chair  of 
Saint  Peter  ;  that  it  will  maintain 
itfelf  unfhaken  in  its  true  princi¬ 
ples,  without  afferting  rights  which 
it  does  nor,  and  cannot  poffefs ; 
nor  become  fchifmatic,  by  fe- 
parating  itfelf  from  the  catholic 
unity.” 

Finding  that  he  could  not  fubdue 
the  firmnefs  of  the  Pope,  Buona¬ 
parte,  by  a  decree  dated  the  nth 
of  May,  at  once  united  the  Roman 
Bates  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 
The  reafons  affigned  for  this  aft  of 
fpoliation  were,  that  the  “  fove- 
leign  of  Rome5*  had  conflantly  re- 
fufed  to  declare  war  againfl  the 
Englifh,  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  kingdom  of  Italy  and  Naples 
for  the  protection  of  the  Italian  pe- 
ninfula.  u  The  gift,”  faid  the 
French  ruler,  u  of  the  lands  which 


compofe  the  ecclefiaftical  Bates  was 
made  by  Charlemagne,  our  illuflri- 
ous  predeceffor,  for  the  benefit  of 
Chriflendom  ;  but  not  for  the  fuc- 
courof  the  enemies  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion.”  A  fecond  decree  com¬ 
manded  all  cardinals,  prelates,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Roman  court, 
born  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  to 
retire  to  the  places  of  their  birth, 
before  the  5th  of  June,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  their  goods. 

On  the  24th  of  May  the  French 
fenate  was  affembled  to  pafs  a  vote, 
by  which  Tufcany  was  to  be  added 
to  the  French  empire.  Left  the 
members  of  this  body  fhould  be  aft. 
tonifhed  at  the  refult  of  their  own 
proceedings,  M.  de  Saint  Jean  d* 
Angely  had  the  kindnefs  to  inform 
them,  that  the  whole  coaft  of  the 
Mediterranean  muft  form  a  part  of 
the  French  empire,  and  that  the 
port  of  Leghorn  had  given  conftant 
reafons  of  complaint  to  France. 
That  port,  it  was  faid,  appertain¬ 
ing  to  a  territory  governed  by  a 
weak  prince,  had  fallen  under  the 
influence  of  England,  and  was  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  principal  inlets  for 
her  commerce.  In  different  in- 
ftances,  without  wifhing  to  violate 
the  neutrality  of  the  fovereign,  it 
became  neceffary  for  French  troops 
to  enter  Leghorn,  to  confifcate  the 
Englifh  merchandize  there.  Thefe 
violations  of  territory,  however 
neceffary,  were  always  difagree- 
able  ;  and  fince  Leghorn  could  not 
be  under  the  influence  of  France 
and  England  at  the  fame  time,  it 
muft  become  a  part  of  France.  Be- 
fides,  the  Tufcan  territories  pro¬ 
duced  Tailors  for  the  extenfion  of 
the  French  marine.  This  union 
was  alfo  defcribed  to  be  for  the  in- 
terefl  of  Tufcany,  which,  under  the 
fway  of  its  little  princes,  was  go- 
' '  verned 
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verned  without  fyfiem,  without 
vigour,  and  was  perpetually  infefied 
by  the  Barbary  powers.  Men 
could  no  longer  be  governed  in  a 
capricious  and  fantafiic  manner. 
There  mull  be  a  certain  rule  :  the 
government  of  the  law  prote&ed  by 
prince  fufficiently  great,  and  ele¬ 
vated  above  the  paflions  of  men, 
and  inflexible  as  the  law,  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  this  purpofe.  The 
time  was  paffed  in  which  it  was 
believed  that  people  were  made 
for  kings,  and  not  kings  for  the 
people.  Lands,  paftures,  and  fo. 
refis,  could  become  property  ;  but 
no  perfon  could  poffefs  a  kingdom 
as  if  it  were  a  farm.  Thefe  dif- 
aftrous  confequences  could  no  longer 
take  place  in  great  Hates.  It  was 
in  vain,  then,  that  objections  might 
be  made  to  the  great  extenfion  of 
the  empire.  The  communication 
by  land,  now  when  neither  the  Alps 
nor  Appenines  oppofed  it,  was  as 
eafy  from  Leghorn  to  Paris  as  from 
Paris  to  Nice.  It  had  been  the 
policy  of  European  Hates  to  fubdue 
the  moft  diflant  countries,  in  order 
to  obtain  new  commercial  and  mari¬ 
time  refources.  Why,  then,  fhould 
thofe  refources  and  acquifltions  be 
negle&ed,  which  were  fo  valuable 
to  the  French  ?  The  territory 
of  the  Medici,  the  country  of  the 
fciences  and  of  the  arts,  mufl  form 
an  immediate  part  of  the  French 
empire. 

The  appeal,  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
was  irrefiHibly  convincing,  for  the 
fenate  unanimoufly  voted  the  de- 
fired  incorporation  ;  and  as  a  co¬ 
rollary  to  the  principal  meafure  of 
union,  annexed  the  duchies  of  Parma 
and  Placentia  to  France.  Tufcany 
was  divided  into  three  difiricls, 
with  new  names,  viz.  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Arno,  that  of  the  Me¬ 


diterranean,  and  that  of  the  Qm- 
brona.  Parma  and  Placentia  were 
denominated  the  department  of 
the  Taro. 

The  entire  peninfula  of  Italy 
was  now  virtually  under  the  French 
government,  as  the  forts  in  Cala¬ 
bria,  which  had  been  occupied  by 
the  Sicilians  and  Knglilh,  were 
evacuated  in  the  month  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  General  Regnier  commenced 
his  operations  againH  the  town 
and  caHle  of  Scylla,  which  were 
garrifoned  by  about  two  hundred 
Britilh,  and  five  hundred  Cala¬ 
brians,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Robertfon,  at 
the  latter  end  of  December,  1807  ; 
but  though  he  brought  down  a  very 
fuperior  French  force  to  invefi  them, 
fuch  were  the  gallantry  and  Ikill 
with  which  they  were  defended, 
that  he  made  no  great  progrefs  in 
his  approaches  till  the  beginning 
of  the  following  February.  At 
this  time  the  furrender  of  the  city 
of  Reggio,  by  the  troops  of  his 
Sicilian  majefiy  to  the  French 
arms,  liberated  the  corps  employed 
in  reducing  it,  which  immediately 
joined  that  before  Scylla,  and  aug¬ 
mented  its  numbers  to  nearly  fix 
thoufand  men.  About  the  fame 
period  four  Sicilian  gun-boats,  each 
carrying  a  twenty-four  pounder, 
unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  In  endeavouring  to 
recover  them,  the  Delight  Hoop 
of  war  run  on  fhore;  and  feveral 
of  her  crew,  with  her  commander 
Captain  Hanfield,  being  killed,  the 
remainder  became  prifoners.  As 
it  was  impoffible  to  get  the  Delight 
off,  fhe  was  next  day  burnt  by  the 
Englifli ;  but  Regnier  fucceeded  in 
landing  the  cannon  from  the  Sici¬ 
lian  gun. boats,  to  add  to  his  bat¬ 
tering  train.  The  Calabrians, 
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under  lieutenant  colonel  Robert- 
•  fen’s  orders,  continued  to  difplay 
great  courage,  and  obliged  the 
French  to  purchafe  their  advances 
with  heavy  lofs;  on  the  9th  of 
February,  however,  they  were 
compelled  to  yield  to  numbers,  and 
retire  under  the  guns  of  the  for- 
trefs.  Thefe  brave  peafants  were 
then  fent  off  to  Meffina.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1  ith,  Regnier  open¬ 
ed  his  batteries,  and  perfevered  in 
cannonading  and  bombarding  the 
fortifications  until  the  14th,  when 
the  parapet  of  the  works  was  laid 
in  ruins,  and  all  the  guns  of  the 
garrifon  difmounted.  As  the  Bri- 
tifh  were  now  reduced  to  defend 
themfelves  by  mufketry,  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  lieutenant- 
colonel  Robertfon  reported  by  tele¬ 
graph,-  his  defperate  fituation  to 
general  Sherbrooke,  the  comman¬ 
der  in-chief  of  the  Englifh  forces 
in  Sicily.  In  the  night  the  French 
pufhed  round  the  foot  of  the  rock 
on  which  the  caftle  is  built,  with 
the  intention  of  destroying  the 
flair-cafe  by  which  the  fort  refs 
communicates  with  the  beach,  but 
they  were  happily  difeovered  and 
driven  back  with  great  daughter. 
The  weather  was  fo  flormy  from 
the  21  th  to  the  1 6th,  that  it  had 
been  found  impoffible  to  employ 
the  gun  and  mortar-boats  in  the 
afiiftance  of  the  befieged,  from 
which  it  had  been  hoped  they 
would  have  derived  confiderable 
advantage  ;  and  it  was  as  impracti¬ 
cable  to  make  any  attempt  to  with¬ 
draw  the  garrifon  from  Scylla. 
However,  on  the  17  th,  the  gale 
becoming  more  moderate,  the  boats 
of  the  Englifh  tranfport  veffels 
ran  over  from  Faros,  protected  by 
the  launches  of  the  men  of  war. 
At  this  period,  the  French  having 


battered  the  walls  of  the  caftle 
inceffantly,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
a  breach  would  have  been  prac¬ 
ticable  by  the  evening.  The 
garrifon  was  now  drawn  off  by 
degrees,  and  effected  its  retreat  to 
the  boats  by  the  flair-cafe  is  the 
rock.  Scarcely  were  the  foldiers 
embarked,  when  they  wereexpofed 
to  a  tremendous  and  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy,  who  took  poffefi* 
fion  of  the  fort  before  the  Britifti 
were  at  the  diftance  of  mulket» 
fliot ;  but  the  latter  reached  the 
Sicilian  fhore  in  fafety,  and  with¬ 
out  fuffering  any  material  lofs. 

On  the  30th  of  March  a  treaty 
was  concluded  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Sicily,  by  which  his  Si¬ 
cilian  majefty  engaged  to  grant  to 
the  Englilli  troops  in  his  fortreffes, 
and  to  all  Englifh  fhips  of  war  in 
the  Mediterranean,  an  exemption 
from  duties  payable  to  him  on 
fuch  provifions  and  military  and 
naval  flores  as  they  might  require, 
on  condition  that  the  governor 
of  Malta  fhould  fpecify  the  ne- 
ceffary  articles  for  the  veffels  on 
that  Ration.  The  king  of  Sicily 
likewife  flipulated  never  to  allow 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  to 
bring  into  his  ports  any  Englifti 
fhips  which  they  had  taken.  His 
Britannic  majefty  undertook,  in 
return,  to  defend,  during  the  war, 
the  fortreffes  of  Medina  and  Au~ 
gufta,  and  to  maintain  there  for 
that  purpofe,  at  his  charge,  a  body 
of  troops  confifting  of  ten  tnou- 
fand  men,  and  to  increafe  their 
number  if  expedient  :  his  majefty 
further  engaged  to  pay,  during 
the  war,  to  the  king  of  Sicily  an 
annual  fubfidy  of  300,0001.  fter- 
ling,  at  the  rate  of  25,000k  a 
month,  and  a  month’s  inftalment 
was  always  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

The 
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The  king  of  Sicily  was  to  employ 
this  fubfidy  for  the  ufe  ©f  his  marine 
and  land  forces  in  the  defence  of 
his  Hates,  and  to  render  an  account 
to  the  Britilh  government  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  expended 
quarterly.  Both  parties  contracted 
not  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with 
F  rance,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce 
was  to  be  arranged  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible  between  England  and 
Sicily. 

The  fubfidy  above  alluded  to, 
was  to  commence  retrofpedlively 
from  the  ioth  of  September,  1805, 
when  the  combined  force  of  Britilh 
and  Ruffians  fo  abfurdly  landed  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  by 
that  inconfiderate  a  cl  forced  his 
Sicilian  ma jelly  into  a  war  with 
France,  in  confequence  of  which, 
he  loft  the  better  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions.  Thus  it  appears,  that 
the  incomparable  folly  of  the  in¬ 
dividuals  concerned  in  that  expedi¬ 
tion,  belides  depriving  an  allied 
fovereign  of  the  brighteft  and  moll 
valuable  jewel  in  his  crown,  coll 
the  Britilh  nation  above  feven  hun¬ 
dred  thoufandpounds, independently 
of  the  expence  which  was  incurred 
in  defending  the  illand  of  Sicily 
againfl  the  French. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
the  enemy  recovered  the  illand  of 
Capri,  which  formed  a  defirable 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  Englilh 
fquadrons,  as  Naples  was  in  the 
power  of  the  French.  The  Nea¬ 
politan  government  prepared  an 
expedition  againft  this  poll  with 
much  fecrecy,  and  on  the  4th  of 
October;  general  Lawiarque,  with 
fifteen  hundred  men  on  board  fixty 
tranfports,  failed  from  the  gulph 
of  Naples,  protefled  by  a  frigate, 
a  (loop,  and  twenty -fix  gun-boats. 
After  a  ftiort  :and  favourable  paf- 
fage,  the  enemy  landed  on  the 


illand,  although  it  is  faid  he  en¬ 
countered  a  Spirited  oppofition  ; 
he  afterwards  poffelfed  himfelf  of 
the  heights  of  Anacapri,  which 
command  the  territory,  owing  to 
the  defection  of  the  Maltefe  regi¬ 
ments  ftationed  to  protedl  them, 
which  did  not  make  even  a  re- 
fpeflable  refiilance.  By  this  fuc- 
cefs,  he  was  enabled  to  compel  the 
commander  of  the  Britilh  garrifon 
to  lign  a  capitulation  ;  in  virtue  of 
which,  all  the  troops  on  the  illand 
furrendered  as  prifoners  of  war, 
and  were  to  be  conveyed  to 
England,  on  an  underftanding  that 
they  would  not  ferve  againft  Buo¬ 
naparte  or  his  allies,  until  they 
■were  exchanged. 

Although  the  naval  power  of 
the  Dutch  had  ceafed  to  be  formi¬ 
dable,  oreven  conlidered  in  Europe, 
a  remnant  of  their  marine  force, 
confifting  of  two  (hips  of  feventy- 
fourguns,  one  of  fixty,  and  another 
of  forty,  ftill  exifted  in  a  difman- 
tled  ftate  in  the  harbour  of  Griefle, 
a  port  fituated  in  the  illand  of  Java. 
For  the  purpofe  of  capturing  or 
deftroying  thefe  veflels,  fir  Edward 
Pellew  failed  from  Malacca,  on  the 
20th  of  November,  1807,  with 
the  Culloden  and  Powerful,  of 
feventy-four  guns,  two  frigates, 
fome  Hoops  of  war,  and  a  tranf- 
port,  having  on  board  his  fquadron 
a  detachment  of  troops,  commanded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Lockhart. 
On  the  5th  of  the  following  month 
the  admiral  arrived  ofFPoint  Panka, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel,  he  fent  a  commiffion 
under  a  flag  of  truce  to  treat  with 
the  Dutch  commander  for  the 
furrender  of  the  fhips  ;  but  that 
officer  refufed  to  deliver  them  up, 
declaring  that  he  could  not,  con- 
fiftently  with  his  duty  to  the  king 
of  Holland,  accede  to  the  propofed 
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terms.  Sir  Edward  Pellew  thus 
forced  to  proceed  to  extre- 
mines*  made  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
parations,  and  foon  filencing  all 
the  hoftile  batteries,  took  poftef- 
iion  of  the  Dutch  ihips,  which 
had,  however,  been  previouily 
fcuttled,  and  burnt  them.  Sir 
Edward  then  failed  higher  up  the 
ilraits  to  Sourabaya,  to  negotiate 
with  the  perfons  in  authority  at 
that  place,  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  battery  of  Sambelangan  on  the 
idland  of  Madura.  The  Englifh 
commanders  offered  to  abftain 
from  ufing  force  for  effecting  this 
ferviee,  provided  that  the  governor 
of  the  fettlement  would  undertake 
to  accomplifh  theobjedl  which  they 
had  in  view.  The  Dutch  governor 
and  council,  not  having  the  means 
of  refiftance,  confented  to  demolifh 
the  fort,  and  the  battery  was 
levelled  in  the  prefence  of  a  party 
of  troops  fent  on  fhore  to  fee  the 
engagement  fulfilled.  Thus  were 
thefe  important  objedls  accom- 
plifhed,  without  any  detriment  to 
the  private  property  of  individuals 
in  the  fettlement. 

A  very  gallant  affion  took 
place  at  no  great  diflance  from 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  between 
the  St.  Fiorenzo,  a  frigate  mount¬ 
ing  thirty. eight  guns,  commanded 
by  captain  Hardinge,  and  the 
Piedmontaife,  a  French  fhip,  car¬ 
rying  fifty  long  eighteen-pounders, 
commanded  by  M.  Epron.  The 
engagement  was  renewed  for  three 
fuccellive  days,  and  was  one  of  the 
mod  fevere  and  determined  that 
had  been  fought  during  the  war 
It  ended  in  the  capture  of  the 
Piedmontaife,  which  was  carried 
into  Colombo ;  but  the  victory 
deprived  the  Britifh  ferviee  of  a 
inofi  valuable  officer,  captain  Har¬ 
dinge  falling  in  the  lafl  action  by 


a  grape-fhot.  The  memory  of 
this  brave  man  was  defervedly 
honoured  by  the  Britifh  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  India,  with  peculiar  marks 
of  diftindlion  :  it  was  alfo  graced 
by  a  token  of  applmfe  on  the 
part  of  the  fovereign,  who  granted 
an  appropriate  augmentation  to  the 
armorial  bearings  of  captain  Har- 
dinge's  family.  The  capture  of 
the  Piedmontaife  was  of  the  more 
confequence,  becaufe  fhe  had  for 
a  confulerable  time  infefted  the 
Indian  feas,on  which  fhe  had  taken 
feveral  valuable  prizes,  and  being 
a  fwift  failer,  had  hitherto  con¬ 
trived  to  elude  purfuit. 

The  tranfadlions  in  the  Wed 
Indies  were  of  no  great  importance®  - 
General  Bowyer,  and  admiral  Coctu 
rane,  with  a  Britifh  armament, 
appeared  before  the  Danifh  ifland 
of  St.  Thomas,  on  the  21  ft  of 
December,  1807,  which,  on  being 
fummoned,  the  governor  furren- 
dered  to  them  the  next  day,  with¬ 
out  refiftance.  The  Englifh  com¬ 
manders  left  a  garrifon  in  the 
place,  and  then  failed  to  Santa 
Cruz,  the  admiral  having  pre- 
vioufly  fent  his  majefty’s  fhip 
Ethalion,  with  brigadier. general 
Shipley  and  captain  Fahie  on 
board,  to  fummon  the  ifland,  who 
returned  on  the  24th  to  the  fqua- 
dron,  bearing  a  letter  from  the 
governor,  offering  to  furrender  it 
to  his  majefty,  provided  that  three 
Danifh  officers  were  permitted  to 
view  the  number  of  troops  brought 
againft  it.  The  requeft  of  the 
governor  was  complied  with,  in 
order  that  his  conduct  might  be 
juftified  to  his  fovereign,  and  when 
he  was  fatisfied  from  the  report  of 
the  officers,  that  he  could  not  hope 
to  repel  the  Englifh  forces,  he 
immediately  capitulated.  Captain 
Selby,  who  in  the  month  of  March 
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was  employed  in  blockading  Gua- 
daloupe,  finding  that  the  ifiand  of 
Marie  Galante  afforded  a  (belter 
for  the  enemy's  privateers,  with 
their  captured  vefTels,  landed  two 
hundred  feamen  and  marines  upon 
it  with  little  oppofition,  and  foon 
afterwards  the  ifiand  was  furren- 
dered  at  diferetion,  the  command¬ 
ant  and  military  force  becoming 
prifoners  of  war.  An  attempt 
was  made  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
to  recover  Marie  Galante  by  the 
enemy,  who  pufhed  a  party  over 
in  boats  from  Guadaloupe  for  that 
purpofe ;  but  though  the  party 
effected  a  landing,  it  was  defeated 
by  a  detachment  of  Britifh  troops 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Blackwell,  which  was  fent 
from  Barbadoes  by  general  Beck¬ 
with,  as  foon  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  this  hoftile  movement.  Be- 
fides  taking  Marie  Galante,  cap¬ 
tain  Selby  alfo  engaged  part  of  the 
force  under  his  orders  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  little  ifiand  of  Defeada, 
which  furrendered  in  the  month  of 
March. 

A  French  fquadron  contrived 
to  efcape  from  Rochefort  in  the 
month  of  January,  while  fir  Rich¬ 
ard  Strachan  was  forced  to  quit 
that  ftation  for  a  fhort  time, 
to  obtain  a  fupply  of  provifions 
and  water,  with  which  his  fhips 
had  very  improperly  not  been 
furnifhed.  On  learning  that  the 
French  (hips  had  put  to  fea,  fir 
John  Duckworth,  who  was  cruifing 
off  the  road  of  France,  proceeded 
to  Madeira,  and  rhence  to  the 
Well  Indies,  under  the  idea  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  that  ecu  He. 
After  a  long  and  unfuccefuful  cruife, 
fir  John  returned  to  England.  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  with  more  pro¬ 
bability  of  falling  in  with  the 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  Ne^ 


b  rench,  as  it  appeared  m  the  fe« 
quel,  failed  to  the  Mediterranean 
in  the  hope  of  overtaking  the 
fugitive  fquadron  ;  he  was,  never- 
thelefs,  not  more  fortunate  than 
fir  John  Duckworth  in  his  enter- 
prife ;  for  the  French  confined 
themfelves  to  the  objedl  of  quit¬ 
ting  one  of  their  ports  to  enter 
another,  andgotfafely  into  Toulon. 

The  people  of  America  were  ex¬ 
tremely  difeontented  with  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  government  to 
perfevere  in  enforcing  the  embargo ; 
a  meafure  which  proved  fo  very  in¬ 
jurious  to  their  commerce.  In  the 
date  of  Virginia  the  feelings  of  the 
inhabitants  appear  to  have  been 
highly  exafperated  ;  for  it  is  dated 
that  hand-bills  of  a  moll  inflamma¬ 
tory  nature  vverecirculated  through* 
out  the  province.  Thefe  produc¬ 
tions  even  called  on  the  citizens  to 
rife  in  a  mafs,  and  recede  from  the 
union.  Petitions  auaind  the  con® 

o 

tinuance  of  the  embargo  were  pre- 
fented  from  many  parts  of  the 
country,  from  the  (hip-owners  and 
captains  of  merchant  veflels,  and 
from  the  people  of  Boil  on.  The 
prefident,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  anfwered 
the  petitioners  with  great  calmnefs 
and  temper,  and  in  the  mod  cordial 
language  ;  his  reply  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bodon,  as  it  embodied  his 
fentiments  on  the  fubjetfl,  is  given 
without  abridgment.  “  Your  re- 
prefentation  and  requed  were  re¬ 
ceived,  and  have  been  confidere.d 
with  the  attention  due  to  every  ex- 
predion  of  the  fentiments  and  feel¬ 
ing  of  fo  refpedable  a  body  of  my 
fellow  citizens.  No  perfon  h<s$ 
feen  with  more  concern  than  my- 
feif,  the  inconvenience  brought  on 
our  country  in  general,  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times  in  which 
we  happen  to  live  ;  times  to  which 
Series.  [4]  the 
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the  hiftory  of  nations  prefents  no 
parallel.  For  years  we  have  been 
looking  as  fpedators,  on  our  bre¬ 
thren  of  Europe,  affeded  with  all 
thofe  evils  which  neceftarily  follow 
an  abandonment  of  all  the  moral 
rules  which  bind  men  together. 
Connected  with  them  infriendfhip 
and  commerce,  we  have  happily,  by 
a  Heady  obfervance  of  juftice  to¬ 
wards  all,  by  much  forbearance  and 
multiplied  facrihces,  kept  aloof 
from  their  calamitous  conflicts.  At 
length,  however,  all  regard  to  the 
rights  of  others  having  been  thrown 
afide,  the  belligerent  powers  have 
befet  the  highway  of  commercial 
interconrfe  with  edicls,  which, 
taken  together,  expofe  our  com¬ 
merce  and  mariners,  under  almoft 
every  deftination,  a  prey  to  their 
fleets  and  armies.  Each  party,  in¬ 
deed,  would  admit  our  commerce 
with  themfelves,  with  a  view  of 
aftbciaticg  us  ip  their  war  againft 
the  other.  But  we  have  wifhed 
war  with  neither.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  were  paffed  the  laws  of 
which  you  complain,  by  thofe  dele¬ 
gated  to  exercife  the  power  of  le- 
giflation  for  you,  with  every  fyiru 
pathy  of  a  common  intereft  in  ex- 
ercifing  it  faithfully.  In  review¬ 
ing  thefe  meafures,  therefore,  we 
fhould  advert  to  the  difficulties  out 
of  which  a  choice  was  of  neceffity 
to  be  made.  To  have  fubmitted 
our  rightful  commerce  to  prohibi¬ 
tions  and  tributary  exadions  from 
others,  would  have  been  to  have 
furrendered  our  independence.  To 
refill  them  by  arms  was  war,  with¬ 
out  confulting  the  Hate  of  things, 
or  the  choice  of  the  nation.  The 
alternative  preferred  by  the  legif- 
lature,  of  fufpending  a  commerce 
placed  under  fuch  unexampled  dif¬ 
ficulties}  befides  Hiving  to  our  citi¬ 


zens  their  property,  and  to  their 
country  our  mariners,  has  the  pecu¬ 
liar  advantage  of  giving  time  to 
the  belligerent  nations  to  reconlider 
a  condud,  as  contrary  to  their  in¬ 
tereft  s  as  it  is  to  our  rights.  In 
the  event  of  fuch  a  peace,  or  fuf- 
penfion  of  hoftilities,  between  the 
belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  or  of 
fuch  a  change  of  their  meafures  af- 
feding  neutral  commerce,  as  may 
render  that  of  the  United  States 
fufficiently  fafe  in  the  judgment  of 
the  prefident,  he  is  authorifed  to 
fufpend  the  embargo.  But  no 
peace,  or  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities — ■ 
no  change  affeding  neutral  com¬ 
merce  is  known  to  have  taken  place. 
The  orders  of  England,  and  the 
decrees  of  France  and  Spain,  exift- 
ing  at  the  date  of  thofe  laws,  are 
ftiil  unrepealed  as  far  as  we  know. 
In  Spain,  indeed,  a  conteft  for  the 
government  appears  to  have  arifen  ; 
but  of  its  courfe  or  profpeds,  we 
have  no  information  on  which  pru¬ 
dence  would  undertake  a  hafty 
change  in  our  policy,  even  were 
the  authority  of  the  executive  com¬ 
petent  to  fuch  a  decifton.  You 
deftre  that  in  this  defed  of  power, 
congrefs  may  befpecially  convened. 
It  is  unneceffary  to  examine  the 
evidence,  or  the  charader  of  the 
fads  which  is  fuppofed  to  didate 
fuch  a  call,  becaufe  you  will  be  fen- 
ftble  on  an  attention  to  dates,  that 
the  legal  period  of  its  meeting 
is  as  early  as,  in  this  exLenfive 
country,  it  could  be  fully  convened 
by  a  fpecial  call.  I  fhould,  with 
great  willingnefs,  have  executed 
the  wifhesof  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  had  peace,  or  a. 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  edids,  or 
other  changes,  produced  the  cafe  in 
which  alone  the  laws  have  given 
oie  that  authority  :  and  fo  many 
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'  motives  of  juftice  and  intereft  lead 
tofuch  changes,  that  we  ought  con¬ 
tinually  to  exped:  them.  Eut 
while  thefe  edicts  remain,  the  legis¬ 
lature  alone  can  prefcribe  the  courfe 
to  be  purfued.*’ 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Jefferfon 
thought  proper  to  make  this  reply 
to  the  application  which  had  been 
made  to  him,  he  had  directed  Mr. 
Pinkney,  the  American  minifter  re- 
fident  in  London,  to  make  a  pro- 
pofal  to  the  Britifh  cabinet,  that 
the  embargo  (hould  be  refcinded  as 
to  Great  Britain,  provided  that  the 
orders  in  council  were  abrogated 
as  to  America.  Mr.  Pinkney,  in 
his  note  to  Mr.  Canning, 
contended,  that  the  effeft  of 
23*  thefe  concurrent  a&s  would 
be,  that  the  commercial  intercourfe 
of  the  two  countries  would  be 
immediately  refumed  ;  while,  if 
France  Ihould  adhere  to  maxims 
and  conduct  derogatory  to  the  neu¬ 
tral  rights  of  the  United  States, 
the  embargo  continuing  as  to  her 
wo-uld  take  the  place  of  the  Britifh 
orders,  and  lead  with  an  efficacy 
not  merely  equal,  but  probably 
much  Superior,  to  all  the  confe- 
quences  that  ought  to  refult  from 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
France  fhould  concur  in  refpeding 
thofe  rights,  and  commerce  fhould 
thus  regain  its  fair  immunities,  and 
.  the  law  of  nations  its  juft  dominion, 
all  the  alleged  purpofes  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  orders  would  at  once  have  been 
fulfilled.  Mr.  Pinkney  expreffed 
a  hope  that  what  he  had  fuggefted, 
might  not  only  remove  the  imme¬ 
diate  obftacles  to  the  ordinary  in. 
tercourfeof  trade  between  England 
and  America,  in  a  manner  confident 
with  the  honour  of  both  countries, 
but  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  fatif- 


factory  adjuftment  ©f  every  queftion 
important  to  their  future  friendfhip. 

Mn  Canning’s  reply  to  the  pro- 
pofal  of  the  American  minifter  was 
deferred  for  a  month,  in  the 
hope,  as  he  allured  Mr. 
Pinkney,  that  the  renewed 
application  which  was  underftood 
to  have  been  made  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  that 
of  France,  might,  in  the  new  date 
of  things  which  had  arifen  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  met  with  fuch  a  recep¬ 
tion  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Thuille- 
ries,  as  would  have  rendered  the 
compliance  of  his  majefty  with  that 
propofal  confident  as  much  with  his 
own  dignity,  and  with  the  interefts 
of  the  people,  as  it  would  have  been 
with  his  friendly  difpofition  to¬ 
wards  the  United  States.  As  un¬ 
happily  there  was  no  longer  any 
reafon  to  believe,  that  fuch  a  hope 
was  likely  to  be  realifed,  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  communicated  the  decidon 
which,  under  the  circumdances  as 
they  ftood,  his  majefty  felt  himfelf 
compelled,  though  unwillingly  to 
adopt.  He  dated  that  the  mitigated 
meafure  of  the  order  in  council  of  the 
7  th  of  January,  1 807,  and  the  further 
extenfion  of  that  meafure,  were 
founded  on  the  unqueftionable 
right  of  his  majefty  to  retort  up¬ 
on  the  enemy  the  evils  of  his  own 
injuftice,  and  upon  the  confidera- 
tion  that  if  third  parties  incident¬ 
ally  differed  by  thefe  retaliatory 
meafures,  they  were  to  feek  their  re- 
drefs  from  the  power  by  whofe  ori¬ 
ginal  aggreffion  the  retaliatory  mea- 
lures  were  occafioned.  His  majefty 
faw  nothing  in  the  embargo  laid  on 
by  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  varied  this  original  and  ftm- 
ple  ftate  of  the  queftion.  If  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  meafure  of  impartial 
1  E  zl  hoftjlitv 
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hoftility  again#  both  belligerents, 
the  embargo  appeared  to  be  mani- 
feftly  unjuft,  as,  according  to  every 
principle  of  juftice,  that  vedrefs 
ought  to  have  been  fir#  fought  from 
the  party  originating  the  wrong  ; 
and  his  majefty  could  not  confent 
tobuy  oft* that  hoftility  which  Ame¬ 
rica  ought  not  to  have  extended  to 
him,  at  the  expence  of  a  conceftion, 
not  to  America,  but  to  France.  If, 
as  it  had  been  more  generally  re- 
prefented  by  the  goverment  of  the 
United  States,  the  embargo  was 
only  to  be  confidered  -as  an  inno¬ 
cent  municipal  regulation,  which 
aftefted  none  but  the  United  States 
themfelves,  and  with  which  no  fo¬ 
reign  country  had  any  concern  ; 
viewed  in  this  light,  his  majefty  did 
not  conceive  that  he  was  entitled  to 
complain  of  it,  and  he  had  not  done 
fo.  But  in  this  light  there  appeared, 
not  only  no  reciprocity,  but  no  af- 
ftgnable  relation  between  the  re- 
peal,  by  the  UnitedStates,  of  a  mea- 
fure  of  voluntary  felf- reft ritf ion, 
and  of  a  furrcnder  by  his  majefty 
of  his  right  of  retaliating  againft 
his  enemies.  The  government  of 
the  United  States  was  not  to  be  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Berlin  decree  of 
the  2i  ft  of  November,  1806,  was 
.  the  pra&ical  commencement  of  an 
attempt  to  annihilate  the  political 
exiftence  of  Great  Britain,  through 
the  ruin  of  her  commercial  pros¬ 
perity  ;  that  in  this  attempt  almoft 
all  the  powers  of  the  European 
continent  had  been  compelled,  more 
or  lefs,  to  co-operate  ;  and  that 
the  American  embargo,  though 

moll  a  flu  red  lv  not  intended  to  effect 
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that  end,  did  come  in  aid  of  “  the 
blockade  of  the  European  conti¬ 
nent,"  precifely  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when,  if  that  blockade  could 
have  fucceeded  at  all,  this  interpo- 


fition  of  the  American  government 
would  moft  completely  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  fuccefs.  But  if  the 
blockade  of  the  continent,  as  it  had 
been  triumphantly  ft  vied  by  the 
enemy,  was  raifed  even  before  it 
was  well  eftablifhed,  and  if  that  fyf- 
tern,  of  which  extent  and  continue 
ty  were  the  vital  principles,  was 
broken  into  fragments  utterly  harm- 
lefs  and  contemptible,  it  was  never- 
thelefs  important  to  England,  that 
this  difappointment  of  the  hopes  of 
her  enemies  fhould  not  have  been 
purchafed  by  any  conceflion,  becaufe 
no  doubt  fhould  remain  to  diftant 
times  of  her  determination  and 
ability  to  have  continued  her  refin¬ 
ance.  Thefe  confederations  com¬ 
pelled  his  majefty  to  adhere  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  orders  in 
council  were  founded,  fo  long  ag 
France  adhered  to  that  fyftem,  by 
which  his  majefty's  retaliatory 
meafures  were  occafioned  and  j uni¬ 
fied.  His  majefty  would  not  hefi- 
tate  to  contribute,  in  any  manner 
in  his  power,  to  reftore  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States  its 
wonted  a&ivity  j  and  if  it  were 
poflible,  to  make  any  facrifice  for 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  without 
appearing  to  deprecate  it  as  a  mea- 
fure  of  hoftility,  he  would  gladly 
have  facilitated  its  removal,  as  a 
meafure  of  inconvenience  and  re- 
ftridlion  upon  the  American  people, 
Mr.  Canning  obferved  in  conclu- 
fion,  that  nothing  was  faid  in  Mr. 
Pinkney's  letter  of  any  intention 
to  repeal  the  proclamation  by  which 
the  Britifh  (hips  of  war  were  inter- 
difted  from  all  thofe  rights  of  hof- 
pitality  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  which  were  freely  allowed 
to  the  fhips  of  his  majefty 's  ene¬ 
mies.  The  continuance  of  that 
interdiftion,  which  amounted  f6 
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nearly  to  cUre<5i  hoftility,  after  the 
willingnefs  profefled,  and  the  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  his  majefty,  to  re¬ 
move  the  caufe  on  which  that  mea- 
fure  had  been  originally  founded, 
would  afford  but  an  inaufpicious 
omen  for  the  commencement  of  a 
fyftem  of  conciliation  ;  and  the 
omiffion  of  any  notice  of  that  mea- 
fure  would  have  been  of  itfeit  a 
material  defect  in  the  overture  of 
the  prefident  ;  but  Mr.  Canning 
faid,  he  was  commanded  to  dwell 
no  farther  on  this  fubjed,  than  for 
the  purpofe  of  aduring  Mr.  Pink¬ 
ney,  that  on  this  and  every  other 
point  in  difcuftion  between  the  two 
countries,  his  rnajelty  earneftly  de- 
fired  the  reftoration  of  a  perfe&ly 
good  underftanding,  and  that  he 
would  decline  no  meafure  for  the 
attainment  of  that  object,  which 
fhould  be  compatible  with  his  own 
honour,  and  the  juft  rights  and  in- 
terefts  of  his  people. 

When  the  American  congrefs  met 
in  the  month  of  November,  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  by  a  melfage,  acquainted 
the  members  of  it  with  the  fteps 
which  he  had  taken  for  the  relief  of 
neutral  commerce,  as  well  as  with  the 
failure  of  his  negotiations  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  he  recommended  a 
continuance  of  the  embargo.  He 
at  the  fame  time  fubmitted  to  the 
aflembly  the  correfpondence,  which 
had  taken  place  been  the  ambaflador 
of  the  United  Srates  and  Mr.  Can¬ 
ping,  on  thefubjeft. 

Another  revolution  occurred  this 
year  in  the  government  of  Turkey . 
Muftapha  Bairadar,  the  pafha  of 


Rudfhuck,  a  man  of  a  daring  and 
enterpriftng  difpofition,  determin¬ 
ed  in  fpite  of  the  oppofition  of  the 
Janiflaries,  to  fubjed  the  military 
iyftem  of  the  empire  to  new  regu¬ 
lations.  With  this  view,  he 
marched  to  Conftantinople  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  troops  on  which 
he  could  rely,  depofed  the  minifter* 
of  Muftapha,  the  reigning  fultan, 
put  to  death  the  commander  of  the 
caftles  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  on  the 
28  th  of  July  he  proclaimed  the  de¬ 
pofed  monarch  Selim  emperor* 
Muftapha  nevertlielefs  defeated  the 
reftoration  of  his  uncle,  by  cauftng 
that  unfortunate  prince  to  be  ftrang- 
led,  and  expofing  his  dead  body  on 
the  walls  of  the  feraglio,  This 
fanguinary  deed,  however,  did  not 
prevent  his  fall  ;  Muftapha  was 
depofed  ;  and  his  younger  brother 
Mahomet  was  placed  on  the  throne, 
who  appointed  Bairaftar  grand 
vizier.  While  the  new  vizier  wa* 
in  pofieffion  of  authority,  he  a<fted 
with  extraordinary  vigour  in  re¬ 
forming  the  army  and  navy,  and 
effe&ing  many  important  improve¬ 
ments.  His  career  was  lhort ;  for 
he  fell  a  vi&im  to  the  enmity  of 
the  Janiflaries.  That  powerful 
corps,  after  deftroying  the  chief 
officers  of  the  regulated  troops, 
fealed  the  walls  of  the  feraglio  on 
the  15th  of  November  ;  when  Bai- 
raftar  ftrangled  the  depofed  Muf¬ 
tapha,  and  blew  himfelf  up  in  his 
own  palace  with  gunpowder,  which, 
having  forefeen  his  danger,  he  had 
provided  againft  a  Bidden  emer¬ 
gency. 


CHAP.  X. 
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Affairs  of  Spain .  Retrofpeft  of  the  tranfattiom  in  that  country .  Diffen - 
tiQ'is  in  the  royal  family ,  The  prince  of  Afurias  njjijhet  to  marry  a  relation 
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of  Buonaparte's.  The  fleps  taken  hy  him  to  accomplijh  his  defires.  He  is 
arrefied  on  a  charge  of  intending  to  fubvert  his  father’s  authority ,  and  tt 
confined  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Laurence.  Various  proclamations  publifhed 
by  Charles  IV.  refpefiing  the  prince’ s  conduit.  Ferdinand  its  fet  at  liberty . 

Tapers  found  in  his  poffefjhn  during  his  confinement.  His  defgns  certainly 
fufpicious .  Secret  treaty  and  convention  fgned  at  Fontainebleau,  between 
the  king  of  Spain  and  Buonaparte .  Confequences  thereof.  The  prince  de  la 
Taz  fears  the  lofs  of  his  power  and  influence.  His  correfpondence  with 
Murat.  Letters  of  Charles  IV.  to  Buonaparte  :  anfwered  by  the  French 
ruler.  French  troops  collelted  at  Bayonne .  1  hey  enter  Spain ,  and  take 
poff-fflon  of  Pamplona ,  St.  Sebaflian ,  Figueras ,  and  Barcelona.  Letter  of 
count  Ffpeleta ,  captain -general  of  Catalonia ,  to  general  Duhefme ,  on  the 
fubjeli  of  eflablijhing  depots  for  the  fubflflence  of  the  French  forces  ;  it 
creates  a  general  fenfation  throughout  Spain.  Buonaparte  fends  a  meffage 

to  Charles  IV.  by  Don  Eugenio  Izquierdo.  The  king  makes  preparations 
for  emigrating  to  America.  Alarm  of  the  Spanifh  public .  Tumults  at 
Aranjuez.  The  king  abdicates  the  throne  i?i  favour  of  the  prince  of  Af- 
turias.  Firfl  ads  of  Ferdinand  as  fovereign.  The  people  exprefs  great 
joy  at  the  change  of  the  government.  Myflerious  condud  of  Murat.  Ef¬ 
forts  made  by  Ferdinand  to  conciliate  Buonaparte.  The  French  army  enters 
Madrid.  Ferdinand  makes  his  public  entry  into  the  capital ,  and  is  received 
with  great  applaufe  by  the  inhabitants.  Murat’ s  clandefline  intercourfe 
with  Charles  IV.  and  the  queen  of  Spain .  He  receives  a  decldration  from 
the  king  that  he  was  dethroned  by  compulfion  ;  he  demands  and  obtains  the 
fword  which  Francis  I .  furrendered  at  the  battle  of  Pavia.  Intrigues  of 
Murat  to  decoy  Ferdinand  and  his  brother  Don  Carlos  out  of  Spain.  Depar¬ 
ture  of  Don  Carlos  te  meet  the  French  ruler ,  who  is  reprefented  as  on  his 
journey  to  the  Spanifh  metropolis.  Arrival  of  general  Savary  at  Madrid; 
artifices  of  that  e miffary .  Ferdinand  perfuaded  to  quit  the  capital  to  pay 

his  compliments  to  Buonaparte.  He  eflabljhes  a  junta  of  government  during 
his  abfence.  He  proceeds  to  Vittoria ,  where  he  vrrites  a  letter  to  Napoleon . 
Buonaparte’ s  reply.  Ferdinand  induced  to  proceed  to  Bayonne.  His 
firfl  interview  with  the  French  ruler.  Fie  dines  with  Napoleon.  On  his 
return  to  his  refldence ,  he  is  required  to  renounce  the  crown  of  Spain  in. 
favour  of  Buonaparte  and  his  family.  Conference  between  M.  Champaguy 
and  Don  Pedro  Ctvallos ,  relative  to  this  demand ;  irritation  of  the  French 
ruler.  Propofols  made  by  Champa gny  to  Don  Juan  Efcoiquiz.  Ferdinand 
appoints  Don  Pedro  Labrador  to  difeufs  them.  Inflruflions  given  to  that 
minifler.  Labrador’ s  interview  with  Champagny.  Fvajive  conduit  of 
the  latter.  Refult  of  the  negotiations. 


rpo  give  a  connected  view  of 
the  revolution  in  Spain,  it  is 
neceflary  to  enter  into  a  fhort  re¬ 
capitulation  of  the  events  that 
(Occurred  in  the  peninfula  in  the 
year  1807.  The  prince  of  Af- 


turias  had  for  fome  time  feen  with 
difguft,  the  fcandalous  afleftion 
which  the  queen,  his  mother,  ma. 
nifefted  for  Don  Manuel  Godoy, 
the  prince  de  la  Paz,  and  the  de,. 

cided  influence  which  that  favour- 

*  *  •*  • 
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he  maintained  over  the  weak  mind 
of  the  king,  as  well  as  the  un¬ 
bounded  authority  that  he  had 
afurped  in  the  Spanifh  dominions. 
The  refults  of  this  difguft,  were 
diffentions  between  the  heir  to  the 
throne  and  his  royal  parents.  Af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  his  firft  wife,  it 
was  propofed  that  the  prince  of 
Afturias  fhould  marry  the  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  infant  Don  Louis, 
lifter  of  the  cardinal  de  Bourbon, 
archbifhop  of  Toledo,  and  of  the 
princefs  de  la  Paz.  This  con¬ 
nexion  is  faid  to  have  been  of- 
fenfive  to  Ferdinand,  chiefly  be- 
caufe  it  was  fuggefted  by  Godoy  ; 
and  to  avoid  it,  he  either  exprefled 
a  wi(h  to  Beauharnois,  the  French 
ambaffador,  of  efpoufing  a  relation 
of  Buonaparte's,  or  readily  liftened 
to  the  project  of  that  niinifter  for 
fuch  an  alliance.  To  accoinplifh 
this  purpofe,  Ferdinand  fecretiy 
~  wrote  a  letter  to  the  French 
C  *  ruler,  hating  the  objed  of 
T  his  defires.  A  few  days 
1  '  *  after  he  had  taken  this 

flep,  he  was  arrefted  and  confined 
in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Laurence, 
on  a  charge  of  confpiring  againft 
the  fovereignty  of  his  father,  and 
of  a  defign  againft  his  mother’s 
life.  The  king  iflued  a  pro- 

q  clamation,  in  which  he  de¬ 

clared,  that  having  been 
3°*  informed  of  the  plot,  he 

wiflied  to  inveftigate  the  bufinefs 
himfelf;  and  that  furprifing  his 
fon  in  an  apartment  of  the  royal 
palace,  he  had  found  in  his  pof- 
feflion  the  cipher  of  his  correfpon- 
dence,  and  the  inftrudions  which 
he  had  received  from  his  colleagues 
in  this  affair.  His  majefty  like- 
wife  notified,  that  on  this  dif- 
covery,  he  had  convoked  the 
con  il  of  Caftile,  in  order  that 


the  neceffary  enquiries  might  be 
made,  and  that  feveral  malefador* 
had  been  confequently  detected. 

The  Spanifh  people,  however,  re- 
garded  the  accufation  of  the  prince 
as  a  vile  calumny  invented  by 
Godoy.  Perceiving  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  nation  to  Ferdinand, 
and  alarmed  at  the  currency  of 
public  opinion  refpeding  himfelf, 
the  favourite  became  defirous  of 
effecting  a  reconciliation  between 
the  prince  and  his  parents  ;  and 
he  therefore  prevailed  on  the  former 
to  fign  a  paper,  in  which  his  royal 
highnefs  acknowledged,  i(  that  he 
had  failed  in  duty  and  obedience 
to  his  father  and  king,”  but  that 
he  was  extremely  penitent  for  his 
conduct,  ((  and  had  denounced  the 
guilty.”  Ferdinand  was  alfo  in¬ 
duced  to  put  his  fignature  to  a 
letter  addreffed  to  the  queen,  en¬ 
treating  that  (he  wGuld  interpofe- 
her  good  offices  to  procure  his 
father's  pardon.  This  fubmiflive 
demeanour  produced  the  defired 
effed.  The  king  publiftied  a 
fecond  proclamation,  intimating 
i(  that  the  voice  of  nature  had 
unnerved  the  arm  ot  vengeance  ; 
that  his  fon  had  declared  ^ 
the  authors  of  that  horrible 
n,  which  had  been  fug¬ 
gefted  by  the  evil-minded  ; 
that  every  thing  was  laid  open  in 
a  legal  form,  and  was  exactly  con¬ 
fident  with  thofe  proofs  which  the 
law  required  in  fuch  cafes.”  A 
folemn  feftival  was  decreed,  that 
the  people  might  return  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  for  the  king’s  fafety, 
and  Ferdinand  was  fet  at  liberty. 

It  is  impoffible  to  elucidate  this 
myfferious  tranfadion  in  a  latis- 
fadory  manner.  The  parties  im¬ 
plicated  in  it  were  abfolved  by 
the  council  of  Caftile  from  any 

criminality  * 
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criminality ;  neverthelefs,  as  a 
roeafure  of  fecurity,  they  were  re¬ 
moved  from  Madrid,  and  banifhed 
to  different  provinces  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Befides  the  fyftern  of  ciphers 
calculated  for  fecret  correfpon- 
dence,  amongfl  the  prince’s  papers 
was  found  a  memoir  in  his  own 
hand  writing  addreffed  to  the  king, 
reprefenting,  with  profound  re- 
fpett,  the  injuftice,  rapacity,  dan¬ 
gerous  proceedings,  and  corrupt 
adminiftration  of  Godoy.  There 
is,  however,  fome  ground  for  fuf- 
pe&ing  that  Ferdinand  intended 
to  depofe  his  father  and  affume  the 
crown,  becaufe  he  admitted  that 
he  had  given  a  power  of  attorney, 
written  by  himfelf,  to  the  duke 
del  Infantado,  authorifing  that 
nobleman  to  take  the  command  of 
the  troops  in  New  Caftile,  in  cafe 
of  the  king’s  death,  left  Godoy 
fhould  make  an  improper  ufe  of 
his  influence  and  power  Now 
there  was  no  more  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  thedeceafeof  Charles  IV. 
at  this  particular  juncture,  than  at 
any  other  time  ;  and  it  wasfcarcely 
poflible  to  imagine  that  Godoy 
would  attempt  to  ufurp  the  throne 
after  the  death  of  his  mafter.  Still 
thiicircumftance,  though  extremely 
queftionable,  is  »o  decifive  proof  of 
Ferdinand’s  guilt ;  for  he  might 
c.onfider  the  prince  de  la  Paz  bafe 
enough  to  enter  into  a  clandeftine 
intrigue  with  the  cabinet  of  the 
Thuillenes,  for  altering  the  fuc- 
cefiion  in  favour  of  a  fatellite  of 
the  French  ruler’s,  on  the  demile 
of  Charles  IV, 

If  Ferdinand  did  actually  form 


any  furmife,  that  Buonapartd  might 
conceive  a  plan  of  interfering  with 
the  fuccefiion,  it  is  a  proof  of  his 
fagacity,  or  of  that  of  his  advifers  ; 
as  it  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  that 
the  French  cabinet  did  fubmit 
fome  propofal  of  that  nature  to 
Charles  IV.  before  be  abdicated 
the  throne  in  favour  of  Ferdinand , 
although  it  does  not  appear  that 
Godoy  was  inclined  to  be  inftru- 
mental  in  forwarding  fuch  a  mea- 
fure.  This  conjedlure  is  as  much 
as  can  be  conceded  in  behalf  of 
the  prince  of  Afturias,  fince  it 
feems  moft  probable  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  take  the  government  at 
once  into  his  hands. 

While  the  heir  to  the  Spanifh 
throne  had  been  endeavouring  to 
unite  himfelf  with  the  family  of 
Buonaparte,  the  prince  de  la  Paz, 
through  his  confidant  Don  Eugenio 
Izquierdo  de  Ribera,  was  negoci- 
ating  with  that  perfonage  on  very 
different  fubjeds.  On  the  27th  of 
Odober,  1807,  a  fecret  treaty 
was  figned,  by  Izquierdo  and  mar., 
fhal  Duroc,  between  Charles  IV. 
and  the  French  ruler  The  articles 
of  this  compad  ftipulated,  that 
the  king  of  Etruria  fhould  cede 
his  dominions  in  Italy  to  the 
Gallic  autocrat,  and  receive  as  an 
indemnity  the  province  of  Entre 
Minho  e  Douro  in  Portugal,  with 
the  city  of  Porto,  and  that  he 
fhould  take  the  title  of  king  of 
Northern  Lufitania;  that  the 
province  of  the  Alentejo,  and  the 
kingdom  of  the  Algarves  fhould 
belong  in  full  sovereignty  to  the 
prince  de  la  Faz,  and  his  defeend. 


*  Account  of  the  proceedings  that  took  place  at  the  Efcurial,”  publifhed  by  Fer¬ 
dinand’s  order,  in  the  Madrid  Gazette  on  th«  31ft  of  March,  i8oS,  for  the  purpofe 
of  flowing  that  the  duke  del  Infantado,  and  Don  Juan  Klcojquiz  had  not  been  guilty 
pf  any  mi  Icon  dud 
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ants,  with  the  title  of  prince  of 
the  Algarves  ;  that  if  the  king  of 
Northern  Lufitania  or  the  prince 
of  the  Algarves  fhoulddie  without 
having  an  heir  to  his  territories, 
the  king  of  Spain  fhould  bellow 
them  on  whomfoever  he  thought 
proper,  provided  that  the  two  fo- 
vereignties  fhould  never  be  united 
under  one  head,  nor  either  of  them 
be  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
that  the  king  of  Spain  ftiould  be 
the  perpetual  prote&or  of  thefe  two 
powers,  which  were  neither  to 
make  peace  nor  war  without  his 
permiflion  ;  that  the  provinces  of 
Beira,  Traz  Os  Montes,  and  Por- 
tuguefe  Eftremadura  were  to  be 
held  in  fequeflration  until  a  general 
peace,  and  if  they  Ihould  then  be 
reftored  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza, 
in  exchange  for  Gibraltar,  the 
iiland  of  Trinidad,  and  other  colo¬ 
nies  which  the  Englilh  had  taken 
from  the  Spaniards  and  their  allies, 
it  was  to  be  on  condition,  that  the 
ruler  of  thefe  provinces  Ihould  hold 
them  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  two  potentates  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  fubjeft  to  the  like 
provilions;  that  Buonaparte  would 
guarantee  to  the  king  of  Spain  the 
poffeflion  of  his  Hates  fouth  of  the 
Pyrenees,  and  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  acknowledge  him  as  em¬ 
peror  of  both  Americas,  as  foon  as 
he  was  prepared  to  affume  that 
title,  which  he  might  take  on  the 
conclufion  of  a  general  peace,  or  at 
latefb  within  three  years  from  the 
date  of  the  treaty  ;  finally,  that 
the  ultra. marine  poffeflions  of  Por¬ 
tugal  fhould  be  equally  divided 
between  the  contracting  parties. 

A  feparate  convention  was  figned 
on  the  fame  day,  for  carrying  this 
treaty  into  effeCt.  It  was  agreed. 


[169 

that  a  eorps  of  French  forces,  con- 
lifting  of  twenty-five  thoufand  in¬ 
fantry,  and  three  thoufand  cavalry, 
fhould  enter  Spain  and  march  di¬ 
rectly  to  Lifbon,  where  it  was  to 
be  joined  by  a  body  of  eight  thou* 
fand  Spanifh  infantry  and  three 
thoufand  cavalry,  with  thirty  piece® 
of  artillery  ;  that  at  the  fame  time, 
another  divifion  of  ten  thoufand 
Spaniards  fhould  occupy  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Entre  Minho  e  Douro, 
with  the  city  of  Porto  ;  that  a 
third  divifion  of  fix  thoufand  Spani¬ 
ards  fhould  feize  the  provinces  of 
the  Alentejo  and  of  the  Algarves ; 
that  the  French  troops  fhould  be 
furnifhed  with  provifions  by  Spain, 
but  be  paid  by  France;  that  the 
central  corps  of  the  combined  troops 
fhould  be  under  the  orders  of  the 
French  general,  unlefs  the  king  of 
Spain  or  the  prince  de  la  Paz 
joined  it,  in  which  cafe  the  French 
commandant,  and  the  troops  them- 
felves,  were  to  be  fubjeft  to  the 
controul  of  either  of  them  ;  that  a 
body  of  forty  thoufand  Frenchmen 
was  to  be  collected  at  Bayonne  by 
the  20th  of  November,  to  be  ready 
to  traverfe  Spain,  and  enter  Por¬ 
tugal,  if  the  Englilh  fhould  fend 
forces  to  that  country,  or  threaten 
to  attack  it ;  but  this  corps  was 
not  to  pafs  the  French  confines, 
until  the  contracting  parties  had 
agreed  on  the  propriety  of  its  ad¬ 
vancing. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  both 
the  treaty  and  convention  were 
concluded  at  Fontainebleau  by  Iz- 
quierdo,  without  the  knowledge  of 
Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  at  that  time 
fecretary  of  ftate  in  Spain ;  and 
that  this  minifter  was  not  only  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  inftruCtions 
and  correfpondence  of  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  but  even  with  his  appoint¬ 
ment. 
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hrcent.  The  confequences  of  the 
meafures  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  French  and  Spanifh  courts,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  allied 
forces  overran  the  territories  of 
Portugal,  with  the  narrow  efcape 
of  the  government  of  that  country, 
have  been  defcribed  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  volume  of  the  Annual  RegiHer, 

When  the  prince  of  AHurias  was 
imprifoned,  Godoy  had  flimulated 
his  mailer  to  write  a  letter  to  Buo¬ 
naparte,  complaining  of  the  clan- 
deftine  intereourfe  of  Beauharnois, 
the  French  ambaffador,  with  the 
heir  apparent,  and  expreffing  his 
furprife  that  the  French  ruler  had 
not  come  to  a  previous  underfland- 
ing  with  him,  on  a  point  offo  much 
moment  as  the  marriage  of  hisfon. 
No  notice  was  taken  of  this  letter. 
The  favourite,  fearing  that  he  had 
offended  his  foreign  prote&or  by 
having  advifed  his  majelly  to  take 
this  Hep,  dreaded  the  lofs  of  that 
importance  which  he  had  hitherto 
preferved  urfhaken.  His  terror  was 
increafed  by  the  intelligence  which 
he  received  from  Murat,  with 
whom  he  maintained  confidential 
communications,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  Izquierdo.  Murat,  indeed, 
allured  him,  that  he  would  employ 
every  means  in  his  power  to  fup- 
port  him  ;  but  acquainted  him  that 
the  matter  had  become  extremely 
delicate,  owing  to  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  attachment  prevalent  in  Spain 
to  the  prince  of  AHurias,  and  the 
confideration  due  to  a  princefs  def- 
tined  to  receive  his  hand,  who  was 
coufm  to  the  emprefs ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  part  which  the  am- 
baifador  Beauharnois,  her  relative, 
took  in  the  bufinefs. 

Anxious  and  alarmed  at  the  Hate 
of  his  own  affairs,  and  fuppofing 
that  Buonaparte  wifhed  the  family 


connexion  propofed  by  Ferdinand 
to  be  eHablifhed,  Godoy  endea¬ 
voured  to  retrieve  bis  credit  with 
Napoleon,  which  was  evidently 
much  diminifhed.  He  therefore 
excited  Charles  IV.  again  to  write 
to  the  French  ruler,  and  to  requeft 
his  confent  to  the  marriage  of  one 
of  his  relations  with  the  prince  of 
AHurias.  Buonaparte  Hill  preferved 
a  myHerious  fiience.  To  heighten 
the  fufpenfe  of  Godoy  and  the  court 
of  Spain,  he  affumed  the  air  of 
being  much  diffatisfied  with  the 
conduft  of  Izquierdo,  whom  he  kept 
at  a  diHance  ;  and  Ihort-  .*t 
ly  afterwards  fet  out  for 
Italy,  where,  as  has  A  '  * 
been  feen,  he  employed  himfelf, 
amongH  other  things,  In  expelling 
the  queen  regent  and  her  children 
from  Tufcany.  While  he  was  at 
Milan,  he  condefcended  to  anfwer 
the  king  of  Spain’s  letters.  In  de¬ 
fiance  of  truth,  he  thought  proper 
to  affure  his  majefiy,  that  he  never 
had  received  the  HighteH  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  circumHances  detailed 
in  the  king’s  firH  letter,  before  it 
came  to  his  hands,  and  that  no 
communication  from  the  prince  of 
AHurias  had  at  any  time  reached 
him ;  neverthelefs  he  acquainted 
the  king  that  he  confented  to  the 
propofed  inter- marriage. 

In  the  mean  time,  meafures  had 
been  adopted  for  pouring  French 
troops  into  Spain.  InHead  of  af- 
fembling  forty  tnoufand  men  at 
Bayonne,  according  to  the  Hipula- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau, 
lixty  thoufand  were  collefted  at 
that  point ;  and  they  foon  crofied 
the  frontiers,  ipreqding  themfelves 
over  the  provinces  of  Burgos,  Pa- 
lencia,  Zamora,  and  Salamanca. 
Although  the  court  of  Madrid  was 
afionifhed  and  even  terrified  by 

thefe 
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thefe  proceedings,  no  obfiacle  was 
oppofed  to  the  advance  of  the 
French  forces  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  molt  peremptory  directions 
were  iffued,  thaf  they  fhould  be 
received  and  treated  in  a  better 
manner  than  the  Spanifh  foldiers. 
The  French  generals  were  ordered 
by  Buonaparte  to  obtain  poffeffion, 
either  by  ftratagem  or  force,  of 
Pamplona,  St.  Sebaftian,  Figueras 
and  Barcelona  ;  and  they  executed 
their  orders  with  as  much  violence 
and  duplicity  as  their  matter  could 
expeCt  from  them.  The  gates  of 
thefe  cities  were  voluntarily  thrown 
open  to  them,  and  their  divifions 
were  entertained  with  the  moft 
generous  hofpitality,  in  return  for 

Feb  feized  the  ci- 

y  *  tadels  of  all  thefe  places  by 
1  0  *  fraud  or  furprife,  to  the 
great  forrow  and  indignation  of  the 
Spanifh  people.  Duhefme,  who  had 
occupied  Barcelona,  required  the 
magistrates  to  fupply  him  with 
great  quantities  of  provifions  for 
the  fortrefs  of  Monjuich.  This 
precaution  drew  from  the  count  of 
Efpeleta,  captain-general  of  Cata¬ 
lonia,  a  letter,  in  which  he  ani¬ 
madverted  in  ftrong  terms  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  general. 
“  The  troops  in  the  citadel  and 
in  the  forts  of  Monjuich,”  faid  he, 
“  may  conlider  the  city  of  Barce¬ 
lona  as  a  magazine,  and  all  its 
fupplies  as  their  own.  They  have 
no  enemy  to  fear,  nor  any  thing  to 
expeft,  except  a  common  intereft 
with  the  town  and  Spanifh  inhabit¬ 
ants.  Military  laws  prefcribe  the 
mode  of  fupply ing  garrifons  with 
neceffaries,  when  it  happens  that 
they  are  either  engaged  in  hoftile 
operations,  or  are  befieged,  or  when 
a  fcarcity  in  the  country  is  dreaded, 
which  obliges  the  general  com¬ 


manding,  to  take  means  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  his  troops,  by  efta- 
blifhing  depots.  But  exclufive  of 
thefe  circumftances,  fuch  a  meafure 
as  you  have  adopted  only  ferves  to 
create  fufpicion  and  diftruft.  The 
town  is  provided  with  fupplies  of 
every  defcription,  as  you  will  per¬ 
ceive  from  the  annexed  official 
,  ftatement  of  the  intendant ;  and 
even  though  there  fhould  be  fome 
deficiency,  your  excellency  gives 
us  the  ftrongeft  affurancq,  that  pro¬ 
vifions  are  coiledling  in  the  ports 
of  France,  which  are  to  be  fent  to 
this  country.  His  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  and  king,  whofe  worthy  name 
has  infpired  us  with  confidence, 
being  truly  informed  of  our  docility 
and  honourable  principles,  will  not 
be  well  pleafed  when  he  hears,  that 
you  alarm  this  city  with  terrible 
forebodings,  as  a  recompenfe  for  its 
conftantly  fubmiffive  conduct.  Your 
excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  requeft: 
the  opinion  of  his  imperial  majefty 
refpe&ing  your  determination,  be¬ 
fore  you  carry  it  into  effedl,  and 
to  accompany  your  requeft  with 
this  reprefentation  of  mine,  as  I 
fhall  alfo  lay  the  bufinefs  before  the 
king  my  mafter,  without  whofe 
orders  I  cannot  give  to  your  ex¬ 
cellency  what  the  forts  in  the  pof¬ 
feffion  of  the  Spanifh  troops  have 
not.  In  the  mean  time,  I  wifh  to 
imprefs  on  your  mind,  that  it  will 
ferve  no  good  purpofe  to  fupply  the 
forts  with  ftoresof  provifions;  that 
fuch  an  intention  is  pointed  and  of- 
fenfive  ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  in 
the  power  of  your  excellency  or 
myfelf,  to  remedy  the  confequences 
of  the  fenfation,  which  fuch  a  mea¬ 
fure  might  excite  amongft  the  in¬ 
habitants.”  This  letter,  which 
was  generally  circulated  through 
the  kingdom,  and  efpecially  at 

Madrid, 
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Madrid,  was  much  applauded;,  while 
it  added  to  the  alarm  which  was 
already  felt  reflecting  the  deligns 
of  the  French. 

Buonaparte  now  conceived  him-, 
felf  to  be  mailer  of  the  peninfula, 
and  thinking  the  time  for  acceler¬ 
ating  his  projects  had  arrived,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  Charles  IV.  com¬ 
plaining  in  the  moll  bitter  terms, 
that  his  majefly  had  not  renewed  his 
application  concerning  the  project-, 
ed  marriage.  The  unfortunate 
king  of  Spain  replied,  that  he  ad¬ 
hered  to  his  former  propofal,  and 
that  he  earnellly  wifhed  the  union 
to  take  place  immediately.  It  has 
been  fuppofed  that  the  French  ruler 
was  at  this  time  delirous  of  aug¬ 
menting  the  fears  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
induced  to  quit  the  kingdom. 
Whatever  might  be  his  precife  in¬ 
tention,  he  certainly  was  determined 
to  derive  fome  immediate  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  confternation  which 
he  had  created.  With  that  view, 
he  directed  Izquierdo,  who  was  at 
Paris,  to  repair  fuddenly  to  Spain, 
on  a  fpecial  million.  Iz- 
o  a  quierdo  carried  with  him 
no  communication  m  writ¬ 
ing,  nor  was  he  to  receive  any, 
and  he  was  enjoined  to  remain  only 
three  days  with  the  Spanilh  court. 
On  his  arrival  at  Aranjuez,  he  was 
conduced  by  Gcdoy  to  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  king  and  queen.  The 
conferences  which  enfued.  were  car¬ 
ried  on  with  profound  fecrecy,  but 


whatever  elfe  they  might  have  re, 
Jated  to,  it  Is  at  leaft  clear,  that 
fome  proportion  ee  for  definitively 
regulating  the  fucCeftlon  to  the 
throne  of  Spain'*  was  one  of  the 
cbjefts  of  them*.  This  definitive 
regulation  would  have  probably 
ended  in  forcing  Charles  IV,.  to 
adopt  a  creature  of  Buonaparte’s, 
who  would,  under  the  diretflions 
of  the  French  cabinet,  have  in- 
llantly  alfumed  the  government  of 
the  Spanilh  kingdom.  The  king 
and  queen  as  well  as  the  favourite 
were  much  alarmed  by  what  palled 
in  the  conference;  for  foon  after 
Izquierdo’s  departure  from  Aran, 
juez,  their  majellies  evinced  a  dif- 
polition  to  abandon  the  peninfula, 
and  to  emigrate  to  Mexico. 

Although  the  arrangements  for 
this  purpofe  were  made  by  the 
court  with  great  caution,  they  foon 
excited  the  notice  and  fufpicion  of 
the  public,  who  exprefled  great 
anxiety  and  terror  on  the  occafion. 
To  tranquillize  the  nainds  of  the 
people,  the  king  publilhed 
a  proclamation,  in  which  ^  4 
he  denied  that  he  had  any 
delign  to  leave  the  country;  and 
Hated  that  his  life-guards  had  been 
merely  colle&ed  for  the  protection 
of  his  perfon,  t(  and  not  to  attend 
him  on  a  journey  which  malice 
endeavoured  to  reprefent  as  necef- 
fary.”  The  people  placed  no  faith 
in  thefe  affurances.  Their  uneali- 
nefs  was  increafed  by  reports  that 
the  preparations  for  the  departure 


*  fn  a  letter  addreffed  by  Izquierdo,  after  his  return  to  Paris,  to  the  prince  de  la 
Pi z>  he  obferves,  amongft  other  circumftances  too  numerous  to  mention,  that  “  in 
/peaking  to  M.  Talleyrand  about  the  fuceeflion  toth*  throne  of  Spain,  I  faid  every  thing 
which  the  king  ourmafter  did  me  the  honour  to  order  me  to  Hate.”  This  letter  which  is 
pubhfhed  by  M.  Efcoiquiz,  was  dated  the  2,4th  of  March,  and  eonfequently  did  no,t 
arrive  at  Madrid  till  after  the  abdication  of  Charles  IV.  when  Godoy  was  in  prifon. 
,  ft  was  opened  byCevallosin  his  m-inifterial  capacity  as  fecretary  of  ltate  for  foreign 
affairs-  He,  however,  takes  no  notice  of  it  in  his  Narrative,  for  reafons  bell  known 
to  h  jirfelf. 
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Or  all  the  royal  family  ft  ill  con¬ 
tinued.  This  intelligence  was  cir¬ 
culated  by  the  minifiers  hofiile  to 
the  plan  of  the  king’s  emigration, 
amongft  whom  probably  were  fe- 
veral  adherents  of  the  prince  of 
Afturias,  who  himfelf  decidedly 
objected  to  a  meafure  in  which  he 
was  to  be  forcibly  implicated.  On 
the  17th  the  populace  repaired  in 
crowds  to  Aranjuez,  where  they 
difcovered  that  the  baggage  of  the 
court  was  already  packed  up,  and 
were  informed  that  relays  of  horfes 
were  placed  on  the  road  to  Seville. 
Roufed  to  fury,  they  determined 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  a  pro- 
jeft,  the  idea  of  which  filled  them 
with  horror  and  difmay,  and  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  prince 
de  la  Paz,  whom  they  confidered 
as  the  author  of  it.  A  violent 
tumult  arofe,  the  accounts  of  which 
are  extremely  indifiinft.  Godoy 
is  fiated  to  have  withdrawn  from 
the  royal  palace  about  eleven 
o’clock  at  night  to  his  own  ho  life, 
whence  he  endeavoured  to  make 
his  efcape ;  but  his  motions  being 
difcovered  by  a  party  of  life¬ 
guards,  one  of  them  fired  his  pifloi, 
on  which  fignal  the  refi  of  the  corps 
alTembled,  who  thus  appear,  indi- 
xeftly  at  leaft,  to  have  taken  part 
with  the  people,  either  by  the  im~ 
pulfe  of  their  own  inclinations,  or 
in  confequence  of  a  fecret  under- 
ilanding  with  the  paTtifans  of  the 
prince  of  Afiurias.  A  throng  of 
perfons  tried  to  force  their  way 
through  the  hxiifars  drawn  up  be¬ 
fore  the  manfion*  Thefe  huffars 
belonged  to  Godoy ’s  own  regi¬ 
ment,  and,  by  the  reft  ft  a  rice  which 
they  made,  mull  have  been  attached 
to  the  favourite.  To  difperfe  the 
populace,  Don  Diego  de  Godoy 
came  .up  with  his  .regiment  of 


[17S 

guards,  and  ordered  them  to  fire 
on  the  multitude  ;  but  they  refufed 
to  obey,  and  even  aifilled  the  people 
in  binding  their  commander.  It 
was  now  ascertained,  that  the  prince 
de  la  Paz  had  fled  during  the  con- 
fufion.  Forty  life-guards  fet  off 
at  full  fpeed  ^fter  him,  overtook 
him  at  Ocana,  and  brought  him 
back  to  the  royal  palace  at  Aran¬ 
juez.  On  the  1 8 th,  the  king  pro¬ 
claimed  to  the  people  that  he  had 
permitted  Godoy  to  refign  all  his 
employments,  and  to  retire  whi- 
therfoever  he  pleafed.  The  dif- 
miflal  of  the  prince  de  la  Paz  from 
his  offices  by  no  means  fatisfied  the 
public,  who  deemed  it  a  mere  ex¬ 
pedient  to  fereen  him  from  punifh- 
ment.  As  the  popular  agitation 
was  not  allayed  by  this  aft,  on  the 
19th  his  majefiy  promulgated  a 
decree,  fiating  that  in  confequence 
of  his  habitual  infirmities,  and  his 
wifh  to  enjoy  a  private  life  in  a 
more  temperate  climate,  he  had  ab¬ 
dicated  the  throne  in  favour  of  the 
prince  of  Afiurias,  and  that  he 
commanded  the  nation  thencefor¬ 
ward  to  obey  Ferdinand  as  their 
fovereign. 

Cevallos,  in  his  account  of  this 
affair,  labours  to  prove  that  the 
abdication  of  the  king  was  volun¬ 
tary  ;  but  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt,  that  it  was  effefted  by  coo- 
ftraint,  or  extorted  from  his  fears. 
That  his  majefiy  yielded  to  the 
influence  of  compulfion  or  terror  on 
this  occafion  is  the  more  probable, 
when  the  very  queftionable  con- 
duft  of  Ferdinand  in  the  preceding 
Qftober  is  recollefted.  Neverthe- 
lefs  the  minifiers  of  all  the  foreign 
courts  refident  at  Madrid  congra¬ 
tulated  the  young  monarch  on  his 
acceffion,  except  the  French  am- 
baffador,  who  declined  doing  fo, 

until 
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until  he  received  competent  inflec¬ 
tions  from  his  matter.  The  fi  rft  a£ts 
of  Ferdinand,  after  his  acquirement 
of  power,  were  to  confifcate  the 
property  of  Godoy,  to  appoint  the 
duke  del  Infantado  colonel  of  the 
Spanifh  guards,  and  prefident  of 
Caftile  ;  recall  the  perfons  to  court, 
who  had  been  banifhed  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  provinces,  on  account  of  the 
ftiare  which  they  had  in  the  affair 
of  the  Efcurial ;  and  to  take  mea- 
fares  for  reftoring  tranquillity  to 
the  city  of  Madrid,  which,  as  well 
as  Aranjuez,  had  been  the  fcene 
of  tumult  and  commotion.  The 
people  were  exhorted  to  return  to 
their  dwellings ;  and,  by  their 
orderly  demeanor,  to  give  thefureft 
pledges  of  their  loyalty  and  affec¬ 
tion  towards  the  new  fovereign. 
The  account  of  the  revolution  was 
received  with  great  fatisfaftion  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
Te  Deum  was  fung  in  many  of  the 
cathedrals  for  the  fail  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite. 

Whether  the  propofals  made,  by 
by  means  of  Izquierdo,  to  Charles 
IV.  were  only  meant  to  excite  fo 
much  perturbation  in  the  mind  of 
that  weak  monarch,  as  to  caufe  him 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  or  not,  it  is 
certain,  that  after  Izquierdo’s  re¬ 
turn  to  Paris,  Buonaparte  conceived 
they  would  have  fueh  an  effeifl. 
Under  this  perfuafion,  and  even 
fuppofing  that  the  royal  family  was 
already  upon  the  coatt,  prepared 
for  embarkation,  he  ordered  Murat, 
who  had  alTumed  the  command  of 
the  French  troops,  to  advance  with 
the  army  towards  Madrid.  He 
thought  that  the  nation  was  highly 
difgutted  with  the  government  ; 
but  entertained  no  idea  that  it  was 
only  difcontented  with  the  abufes 
which  had  crept  into  it ;  and  far 


from  conceiving  that  the  French 
forces  would  meet  with  any  refin¬ 
ance,  he  imagined  that  they  would 
be  received  by  the  Spaniards  with 
open  arms,  as  the  deliverers  of  the 
country.  As  foon  as  Murat  was 
apprifed  of  the  unexpected  occur¬ 
rences  which  had  taken  place  at 
Aranjuez,  he  marched  at  the  head 
of  his  troops  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
capital,  with  the  defign  of  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  any  opportunity  to 
promote  his  matter’s  views.  Buo- 
napartd  had  announced  to  Charles 
IV.  that  he  intended  to  vi fit  Ma¬ 
drid.  A  report  was  now  propa¬ 
gated  that  he  had  actually  fet  out 
on  his  journey  to  the  Spanifh  me¬ 
tropolis.  This  report  united  with 
the  myfterious  condufl  of  Murat, 
and  the  referve  of  the  French  am. 
baffador,  clouded  the  profpefts  of 
Ferdinand,  and  awakened  his  ap¬ 
prehensions.  He  had  already  com¬ 
municated  his  acceflion  to  the  throne 
in  the  moft  friendly  and  affectionate 
terms  to  the  French  ruler  ;  but  as 
a  farther  proof  of  refpefl,  he  ap¬ 
pointed  a  deputation  of  three  gran¬ 
dees  of  Spain  to  proceed  to  Bayonne, 
and  in  his  narne  to  compliment  the 
objeft  of  his  fears.  He  likewife 
directed  another  grandee  to  pay  a 
fimilar  token  of  attention  to  Murat. 
That  officer  induftrioufly  fpread  a 
rumour  that  Buonaparte  might  be 
expedled  every  moment  at  Madrid  ; 
and  the  neceffary  orders  were  con- 
fequently  given  for  preparing  pro¬ 
per  apaftments  in  the  palace  for 
his  reception.  Unwilling. to  fail 
in  any  mark  of  deference,  Ferdi¬ 
nand  again  wrote  to  Buonaparte, 
alluring  him,  that  he  felt  defirous 
of  being  personally  acquainted  with 
him,  and  of  expreffing  to  him  his 
ardent  wifhes  to  consolidate  the  alli¬ 
ance  which-fubfifted  between  them. 

The 
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The  French  army  appeared  be¬ 
fore  Madrid  on  the  23d,  and  Mu¬ 
rat  entered  the  city  in  the  evening 
with  a  numerous  ftaff,  the  imperial 
guards,  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
and  the  firfl  divifion  of  infantry, 
the  fecond  and  third  remaining  en¬ 
camped  on  the  furrounding  heights. 
Ferdinand  made  his  public  entry 
into  the  capital  on  horfeback  the 
next  day,  and  was  received  with 
the  warmeft  demonftrations  of  loy¬ 
alty  and  affection  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Murat  kept  aloof  from 
court,  and  declared  that  till  Buo¬ 
naparte  had  acknowledged  Ferdi¬ 
nand  as  king,  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  take  any  ftep  that  would 
appear  like  an  acknowledgment  on 
his  part ;  and  that  he  muft,  in  the 
interim,  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
treating  only  with  the  royal  father, 
of  whofe  voluntary  refignation  of 
the  crown  heexpreffed  confiderable 
doubt.  According  to  the  accounts 
publifiied  in  the  Moniteur,  the 
French  commander  in  chief  received 
a  letter  from  the  queen,  intimating 
that  Charles  IV.  wifhed  to  have 
a  conference  with  him.  Murat  de¬ 
clined  a  perfonal  interview ;  but 
fent  general  Monthion  to  Aranjuez. 
Monthion  faw  both  Charles 
and  the  queen.  The  former 
25'  gave  him  a  letter  for  Buo¬ 
naparte  claiming  his  proteftion, 
and  a  folemn  declaration  that  he 
had  been  compelled  to  abdicate  the 
throne.  His  majefty  faid,  that 
Ferdinand  was  defirous  that  he  and 
the  queen  fhould  repair  to  Badajos 
on  the  frontiers  of  Spain  ;  but  that 
the  climate  would  not  fuit  him, 
and  that  he  wifhedfor  Buonaparte’s 
permiliion  to  purchafe  an  eftate  in 
France,  where  he  might  end  his 
days.  The  queen  added,  that  fhe 
had  begged  her  fon  to  poftpone 


their  journey  to  Badajos ;  biV 
without  effedt.  Every  effort  was 
alfo  made  by  Charles  to  intereft 
Murat  in  favour  of  Godoy,  who 
was  in  confinement.  He  faid, i(  that 
there  was  nothing  which  he  would 
not  have  attempted  to  fave  the  life 
of  his  unhappy  friend  ;  but  he  had 
found  the  whole  world  deaf  to  his 
entreaties,  and  bent  on  vengeance; 
and  that  the  death  of  the  prince 
de  la  Paz  would  draw  after  it  his 
own;  for  he  could  notfurvivehim.’* 
The  papers  which  Charles  put  into 
the  hands  of  Monthion  were  im¬ 
mediately  forwarded  to  Buona¬ 
parte;  but  the  intercourfe  of  Murat 
with  their  majefties  was  carefully 
concealed  from  Ferdinand. 

Having  obtained  thefedocuments 
from  the  old  king,  Murat  turned 
his  thoughts  to  an  object  of  minor 
importance,  theattainmentof which 
was  neverthelefs  calculated  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  exceffive  vanity  of  the 
French  people,  and  probably  in¬ 
tended  to  injure  Ferdinand  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  Spaniards.  He 
acquainted  Cevallos,  that  Buona¬ 
parte  wifhed  to  poffefs  the  fword 
iuriendered  by  Francis  I.  at  the 
battle  of  Pavia.  This  national 
trophy,  which  had  been  kept  in  the 
royal  armory  fince  the  year  1525, 
was  accordingly  conveyed  ^ 
with  great  pOmp  and  cere¬ 
mony  to  the  refidence  of 
Murat,  by  the  marquis  of  Aftorga, 
groom-major  to  the  king.  The 
furrender  of  this  fword,  united 
with  other  fufpicious  circumilances 
which  daily  arofe,  appears  to  have 
caufed  confiderable  agitation  in  the 
ic ;  for  fhortly  after¬ 
wards  two  royal  ordinances 
were  iffued  to  fecure  the 
peace  of  the  metropolis.  The  firll 
directed  the  patroles  to  continue 
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their  rounds  according  to  former 
orders;  tavern-keepers  and  dealers 
jn  fpirituous  liquors,  to  fhut  up 
their  houfes  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening  ;  the  principals  of  manu¬ 
facturing  and  commercial  ekablifh- 
jnents,  to  keep  their  people  at  work» 
and  to  give  in  the  names  of  thofe 
whoabfented  themfelvcs  from  their 
employments,  to  the  police  ;  and 
all  makers  of  families  to  exert 
themfelves,  by  good  advice  and 
other  means,  to  prevent  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  fervants  from  mixing  in 
mobs  or  engaging  in  riots.  The 
fecond  affured  the  people,  that  the 
revolution  would  only  tend  to 
strengthen  the  alliance  with  France, 
and  enjoined  the  utmoft  refped  to 
be  paid  to  the  troops  of  that  na¬ 
tion. 

As  Murat  had  witneffed  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  Spaniards  to  Fer¬ 
dinand,  it  was  a  matter  of  import¬ 
ance  to  him  to  feparate  the  young 
monarch  from  his  fubjeds.  He 
therefore  circulated  a  report,  that 
frefh  intelligence  had  arrived  of 
the  French  ruler’s  departure  from 
Paris  on  his  way  to  Madrid.  He 
caufed  it  to  be  intimated  to  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  that  if  the  infant  Don  Carlos 
would  fet  out  to  receive  Buona¬ 
parte,  fuch  a  mark  of  attention 
would  be  highly  pleafing  to  that 
perfonage.  Ferdinand  confequently 
permitted  his  brother  to  depart  for 
this  purpofe,  on  the  aflurance  that 
his  royal  highnefs  mull  meet  the 
French  emperor  before  he  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  two  days  on  his  journey. 
Murat  next  endeavoured,  by  in¬ 
direct  means,  toperfuade  Ferdinand 
to  do  the  fame,  to  whom  it  was 
infinuated,  that  the  condud  re¬ 
commended  would  be  followed  by 
the  molt  happy  confequences  to 
himfclf  and  the  whole  kingdom ; 


but  the  young  king  hefitated  to 
leave  Madrid  at  a  time  fo  critical, 
and  probably  would  have  perftfled 
in  his  refolution  of  remaining  in 
the  capital,  until  he  had  certain 
advice  of  Napoleon’s  approach,  had 
not  other  means  been  devifed  for 
entangling  him  in  the  toils  that 
were  prepared  for  him. 

The  arrival  of  general 
was  announced  as 
envoy  from  the  French 
ruler,  and  in  that  capacity  he  de¬ 
manded  an  audience  of  Ferdinand, 
which  was  immediately  granted. 
He  profefied  that  he  came,  on  the 
behalf  of  his  maker,  fincerelv  to 
compliment  his  majeky,  and  to 
know  whether  his  fentiments  with 
refped  to  France  were  conformable 
with  thofe  of  the  king  his  father; 
in  which  cafe,  the  emperor  would 
forego  all  conkderation  of  what 
had  pafled,  and  would  in  no  man¬ 
ner  interfere  in  the  internal  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  kingdom,  but  imme¬ 
diately  recognize  his  majeky  as 
king  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Indies. 
The  mok  fatisfadory  anfwers  were 
given  to  Savary,  who  continued 
the  converfation  in  very  concilia¬ 
tory  language,  and  aflerted  that 
Napoleon  had  already  left  Paris, 
was  near  Bayonne,  and  would  foon 
be  at  Madrid.  Haring  executed 
his  public  mikion,  Savary  offered 
his  private  advice.  He  urgently 
exhorted  Ferdinand  to  meet  Buo¬ 
naparte,  reprefenting  to  him  that 
the  emperor  would  be  highly  flat¬ 
tered  by  fuch  a  proof  of  refped  and 
friendfhip;  and  at  length,  by  his 
apparent  candour,  he  unhappily  in¬ 
duced  the  vidim  of  his  artifice  to 
yield  to  his  repeated  inftances.  The 
credulity  of  the  king  and  his  coun- 
fellors  was  the  more  remarkable, 
as  the  conduct  of  the  French  army 
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and  of  Murat  had  been  extremely 
equivocal.  Difpatches  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  Valladolid,  Burgos, 
and  other  places,  that  many  mea- 
fures  had  been  adopted  by  the 
French,  of  a  nature  rather  hollile 
than  amicable;  and  even  at  Madrid, 
under  Ferdinand’s  eyes,  Murat  had 
lately  taken  pofleffion  of  a  royal 
palace,  called  the  Cafa  de  Campo, 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Manzanares,  the  gardens  of  which 
included  a  piece  of  elevated  ground, 
whereon  artillery  might  be  planted 
to  batter  the  city. 

Before  he  commenced  his  fatal 
journey,  Ferdinand  eftablifhed  a 
fupreme  junta  of  government,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  fecretaries  of  date, 
and  appointed  his  uncle,  the  infant 
Don  Antonio,  prefldent  of  it.  On 
the  ioth  of  April  he  fet  out,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  duke  del  Infan- 
tado,  the  duke  de  San  Carlos,  the 
marquis  de  Mufquiz,  Don  Pedro 
Cevallos,  Don  Juan  Efcoiquiz,  and 
Don  Pedro  Labrador.  Savary  af¬ 
fecting  the  moll  zealous  intereft 
for  his  majefty,  fobcited  the  ho- 
nour-of  attending  him  on  his  jour¬ 
ney',  which  at  the  far  theft,  he 
faid,  according  to  the  information 
that  he  had  juft  received  of  the 
emperor’s  route,  could  only  extend 
to  Burgos.  Ferdinand  had  no 
idea  of  proceeding  beyond  that 
city,  becaufe  in  the  proclamation 
iflued  by. him  two  days  before  his 
departure,  he  acquainted  the  people 
that  he  vvas  going  thither.  At- 
Burgos,  Ferdinand  neither  found 
Buonaparte,  nor  obtained  any  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  approach.  Savary, 
who  had  followed  the  king,  ufed 
every  exertion- to  p.erfuade  him  to 
extend  his  journey-  to  Vsttoria; 
and  the  fame  anxiety  which  had 
drawn  Ferdinand  from  the  capital, 
Vol.  L.  #r  Vai,  VIII.  Mew  Se 


induced  him  relutftantly  to  comply 
with  the  foiicirations  of  that  in- 
fidious  emiffary.  At  Vitoria  he 
learned  that  Buonaparte  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  Bourdeaux,  and  was  on 
his  way  to  Bayonne.  The  infant 
Don  Carlos,  who  had  been  waiting 
at  Toiofa,  having  received  advices 
to  the  fame  effeff ,  went  on  to  Bay¬ 
onne,  which  he  reached  fome  days 
before  the  French  ruler.  From 
rhe  difficulty  with  which  Savary 
had  inveigled  Ferdinand  thue  far, 
he  felt  convinced-  that  Vitoria  was 
a  boundary  svhich  the  king  would 
not  pafs,  without  fome  more  po¬ 
tent  inducements  than  he  could 
hope  to  offer.  He  therefore  left 
him  at  that  place,  and  haftened  to 
Bayonne  at  once,  to  relate  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  enterprife,  and  concert 
with  Buonaparte  the  means  of  ac- 
complifhing  the  prepofed  work  of 
iniquity.  Ferdinand,  however, 
wrote  a  letter  from  this  city  to 
Buonaparte.  He  complain-  . 
ed  that  he  had  not  been  J 
acknowledged  as  king, 
either  by  Murat  or  the  French  am. 
baflador,  and  that  he  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  further  communications 
from  the  French  ruler ;  although 
he  had  done  every  thing  which 
could  be  defired  on  his  part,  to 
teftify  his  refpett  for  the  emperor, 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
troops.  He  therefore  requefted  to 
be  relieved  from  the  ftate  of  un¬ 
certainty  in  which  he  was  placed. 
A  circumftance  now  occurred  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  Ferdinand  that 
fome  plot  was  in  agitation;  but, 
his  judgment  feemed  paralyfed,  and 
he  afted  as  if  he  had  been  under 
the  influence  of  fafeination.  The 
French  troops  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Viitoria  made  fulpicious 
movements,  with  an  apparent  de- 
xif-So  [MJ  fign 
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iign  of  drawing  the  net  round  the 
royal  prey  :  ftill  Ferdinand  made 
no  effort  to  efcape  the  danger.  In 
this  pofture  of  affairs,  Sa¬ 
va  ry  again  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  bringing  with 
him  a  letter  from  Buonaparte, 
the  contents  of  which  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  infpire  any  thing  but 
confidence.  In  the  firft  part  of  it 
there  was  a  comment  on  the  im¬ 
policy  of  Ferdinand  in  fuffering 
Godoy  to  be  profecuted.  (t How/' 
faid  Buonaparte,  u  can  the  prince 
de  la  Paz  be  brought  to  trial  with¬ 
out  implicating  the  king  and  queen 
your  parents  ?  Such  a  circumflance 
would  engender  animofity  and  fac¬ 
tions,  the  refult  of  which  would  be 
fatal  to  your  crown.  Your  royal 
highnefs  has  noother  right  to  it,  but 
that  which  youderivefrom  your  mo¬ 
ther;  and  if  the  procefs  fliould  {lain 
her  honour,  that  right  would  be  de- 
ftroyed.  Do  not  hearken  to  weak 
and  perfidious  counfellors.  Your 
royal  highnefs  is  not  entitled  to 
judge  the  prince  de  la  Paz.  If 
any  crimes  are  imputed  to  him, 
they  are  merged  in  the  royal  pre¬ 
rogatives.  1  have  often  cxpreffed 
a  defire  that  the  prince  de  la  Paz 
fhould  be  eftranged  from  public 
affairs ;  and  if  I  have  not  urged  my 
entreaties  for  that  purpofe,  it  has 
been  purely  through  friendfhip  to 
king  Charles,  and  a  wifh  not  to  fee 
the  weaknefs  of  his  attachment. 
In  refpeft  to  the  abdication  of 
Charles  IV.”  the  letter  continued, 
<f  it  took  place  at  a  moment  when 
my  armies  occupied  Spain  ;  and  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe  and  poflerity, 
it  will  appear  that  I  fent  my  troops 
thither  to  hurl  my  friend  and  ally 
from  his  throne.  ■  As  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  fovereign,  it  is  my  duty  to  in¬ 
form  myfelf  of  what  ha*  faffed 
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before  I  recognize  that  abdication,, 
Neverthelefs,  I  declare  to  your 
royal  highnefs,  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  to  the  whole  world,  that  if 
the  abdication  of  king  Charles  has 
been  voluntary,  and  has  not  been 
forced  from  him  by  the  infurreffion 
and  tumult  at  Aranjuez,  I  fhall 
have  no  difficulty  in  admitting  it, 
and  of  acknowledging  your  royal 
highnefs  as  king  of  Spain.  I  wifh, 
therefore,  to  confer  with  you  on 
this  fubjeft.  When  king  Charles 
acquainted  me  with  the  events  of 
iaft  October,  they  gave  me  the 
greatefl  concern  ;  and  I  flatter  my¬ 
felf  with  having  contributed,  by 
my  intermediations,  to  the  happy 
termination  of  the  2ffair  at  the 
Efcurial.  Your  royal  highnefs  is 
not  free  from  blame  ;  as  a  letter 
which  you  wrote  to  me,  and  which 
I  have  always  been  anxious  to 
forget,  proves.  When  you  are 
king,  you  will  know  how  facred 
the  rights  of  the  throne  ought  to 
be  held.  Any  application  of  an 
hereditary  prince  to  a  foreign  fove¬ 
reign  is  criminal.  The  marriage 
of  a  French  priricefs  with  your 
royal  highnefs  I  deem  to  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  interefts  of  my  people, 
and  alfo  a  circumflance  which  would 
unite  me  in  new  bonds  to  a  houfe, 
which  I  have  always  had  reafoh  to 
applaud,  fince  I  afeended  the  throne. 
Your  royal  highnefs  ought  to  dif- 
truft  popular  movements  :  fome  of 
my  fokiiers  who  are  fcattered  over 
your  country  may  be  aiTaffinated  ; 
but  the  confequence  will  be  the 
ruin  of  Spain.  I  have  feen  with 
forrow,  that  a  letter  of  the  captain* 
general  of  Catalonia  has  been  cir¬ 
culated  at  Madrid,  and  that  it  has 
exafperated  the  public  mind.  Your 
royal  highnefs  knows  .my  iomoft 
thoughts :  you  will  perceive  that 
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1  am  occupied  by  doubts;  thofe 
doubts  ought  to  be  folved.  You 
may  be  allured,  that  I  (ball  conduft 
myfelf  in  every  cafe  towards  you 
with  the  fame  refpeifl  that  I  Ihould 
pay  to  the  king  your  father.  My 
difpofition  is  to  conciliate,  and  to 
feek  occafions  of  giving  you  proofs 
of  my  affection  and  perfect  efteem.” 

When  the  young  king  had  pe- 
rufed  this  letter,  Savary  made 
many  vehement  proteftations,  that 
Buonaparte  was  extremely  inter- 
efted  for  the  welfare  of  Ferdinand 
and  of  Spain.  He  even  went  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  (i  I  will  fuffer  my 
head  to  be  cut  oft,  if  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  your  ma. 
jelly's  arrival  at  Bayonne,  the  em¬ 
peror  (hall  not  have  recognized 
you  as  king  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
Indies.  To  fupport  his  own  con- 
fiftency,  he  will  probably  begin  by 
addrelfmg  you  with  the  title  of 
highnefs ;  but  in  five  minutes  he 
will  give  you  that  of  majefty.  In 
three  days  every  thing  will  be 
fettled,  and  your  majefty  may  re¬ 
turn  to  Spain  immediately."  The 
contents  of  the  letter,  and  Savary’s 
proteftations  were  far  from  being 
fatisfadory  to  Ferdinand,  who  If  ill 
hefitated  as  to  the  courfe  which  he 
fhould  purfue.  Cevallos  declares 
that  he,  and  the  counfellors  in  the 
king's  train,  advifed  him  by  no 
means  to  enter  France.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Vittoria  implored  him 
rot  to  quit  the  city.  The  ill- 
fated  Ferdinand  determined  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  Scarcely  was  he  within  the 
French  territory,  when  he  began 
to  doubt  the  wifdom  of  his  refo- 
lution  ;  for  he  obferved  that  no¬ 
body  came  to  receive  him.  At 
St.  Jean  de  Luz,  indeed,  the  mayor 
made  his  appearance,  attended  by 
the  municipality,  and  addreffed 


him  with  the  moil  lively  expreffions 
of  joy  which,  he  faid,  he  felt  at. 
being  the  firft  to  pay  his  compli. 
ments  to  a  king  who  was  the  ally 
of  France.  Shortly  afterwards  he 
was  met  by  the  deputation  of  the 
three  grandees  of  Spain,  who  had 
been  direded  to  meet  Buonaparte. 
Their  reprefen tation  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  that  might  be  expeded,  was 
not  the  tnoll  encouraging  He 
was,  however,  now  too  near  Bay¬ 
onne  to  think  of  returning  to 
Spain  ;  and  he  therefore  continued 
his  journey. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  ^  .. 

city  he  found  Berthier,  and  "  ^n* 
the  marfhal  of  the  palace 
Duroc,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
guard  of  honour,  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  formed  to  attend 
Buonaparte.  By  them  Ferdinand 
was  uihered  into  Bayonne,  and 
conduced  to  the  place  which  had 
been  prepared  for  his  refidence. 
This  manfion  was  fo  unfuited  to 
the  rank  of  the  gueft  who  was  to 
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occupy  it,  that  the  attendants  of 
the  unfortunate  Ferdinand  could 
not  help  contrafting  the  obvious 
and  marked  negled,  which  appeared 
in  the  choice  of  it,  with  the  ftudied 
magnificence  that  the  young  mo¬ 
narch  had  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  the  accommodation 
of  his  ally  at  Madrid.  While 
Ferdinand  was  ruminating  on  thefe 
circumftances,  which  could  not  fail 
to  furprife  him,  he  was  informed 
that  Buonaparte  was  coming  to 
pay  him  a  vifit.  That  perfonage 
arrived,  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  his  generals.  The  kiog  went 
down  to  the  ftreet  door  to  receive 
him,  and  he  and  the  French  ruler 
embraced  each  other  with  every 
token  of  friendfhip  and  2fifedion. 
Buonaparte  ftaid  only  a  Ihort  time 
[M2]  with 
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with  the  king,  and  they  parted 
with  renewed  embraces.  Almoft 
immediately  afterwards,  marfhal 
Duroc  came  to  invite  Ferdinand 
to  dine  with  Napoleon.  Ferdinand 
accepted  the  invitation;  and  when 
he  arrived  at  the  caftle  of  Marac, 
Buonaparte  came  to  the  coach  heps, 
embraced  him  again,  and  led  him 
by  the  hand  to  the  banquet  room. 
Ferdinand  had  not  long-  returned 
to  his  refidence  after  the  dinner, 
before  Savary  was-  again  introduced 
to  him  ;  and  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  king,  and  thofe  who  fur- 
rounded  his  perfon,  informed  him 
that  the  emperor  had  irrevocably 
determined,  that  thedynaflyof  the 
Bourbons  fnould  no  longer  reign 
in  Spain,  and  that  it  was  to  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  own  ;  confequently 
his  imperial  majefly  required,  that 
the  king  fhould  in  his  own  name, 
and  that  of  all  his  relatives,  re¬ 
nounce  the  crown  of  Spain  and  of 
the  Indies  in  favour  of  the  French 
emperor  and  his  family.  Amazed 
as  Ferdinand  muft  have  been  at 
this  revolting  propofition,  his  fur- 
prife  was  probably  equal  at  the 
hardened  audacity  of  the  infamous 
wretch  who  confented  to  be  the 
bearer  of  it.  The  brutal  infolence 
of  the  tyrant  in  fele&ing  the  vile 
inftru'ment,  vrho  by  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  affu ranees  of  his  mailer's  be¬ 
nevolence,  had  drawn  the  royal 
youth  from  the  bofom  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  to  convey  this  rneflage,  proves 
that  Buonaparte’s  difpofition  was 
as  coarfe  and  vulgar  as  it  was  un¬ 
principled  and  rapacious.  But  the 
minifter  was  a  fit  agent  for  the 
fovereign  by  whom  he  was  em¬ 
ployed.  The  name  of  Savary  will 
live  for  ever,  as  an  emblem  of 
every  thing  that  is  monftrous  in 
perfidy  and  bafenefs ;  and  children 


yet  unborn  will  be  taught  to  lifpTt 
with  execration. 

No  reply  feems  to  have  been 
made  to  Buonaparte’s  demand  that 
night,  but  the  next  morning  Ce- 
vallos  was  fent  for,  and  he  repaired 
to  the  caftle  of  Marac.  There  he - 
found  Champagny,  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  waiting  to  enteF 
into  a  difeuffion  of  the  propofal. 
Cevallos  protefted  againff  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  French  ruler  ;  and, 
as  a  categorical  and  final  anfwer  to 
the  requifition  which  had  been 
made,  declared  that  the  king  neither 
could  nor  would  renounce  his  crown 
in  favour  of  another  dynafty  ;  that 
if  he  did  fo,  he  would  facrifiee  the 
duties  which  he  owed  to  his  fub- 
jefts,  to  his  own  charader,  and 
to  the  members  of  his  family, 
who  were  entitled  to  the  fucceffion 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  he  could  much 
lefs  confent  to  the  effablifhment  of 
another  dynafty,  which  ought  only 
to  be  called  to  the  throne  by  the 
Spanifh  nation,  in  virtue  of  its 
original  right  to  ele£l  another  fa¬ 
mily  upon  the  termination  of  the 
exifting  dynafty.  Champagny  in¬ 
filled  on  the  neceffity  of  the  renun¬ 
ciation,  and  contended  that  Charles 
IV.  had  not  abdicated  the  crown 
voluntarily.  In  anfwer  to  thefe 
remarks,  Cevallos  exprefled  his 
furprife,  that  the  king  fhould  be 
importuned  to  renounce  his  crown 
at  the  fame  moment  that  it  was 
aflerted,  that  the  abdication  of  his 
father  was  not  a  free  a&.  Cevallos, 
however,  very  properly  declined 
dilcuffing  the  qudlion,  becaufe  he 
would  not  acknowledge  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  Buonaparte  to  interfere  in 
matters  purely  domeftic  ;  follow¬ 
ing  in  this  refpedl  the  example  of 
the  cabinet  of.  Paris,  when  it  ob- 

jefled 
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je$ed  to  the  application  of  Charles 
IV.  in  favour  of  his  couftn  and  al¬ 
ly,  Louis  XVI.  Delirous  never- 
thelefs  of  fhowing  that  the  aft  of 
Charles  IV.  was  voluntary,  he 
Hated  that  three  weeks  before  the 
difturbance  at  Aranjuez,  the  old 
monarch  had,  in  his  prefence  and 
in  that  of  all  the  other  miniftersof 
Hate,  addreffed  the  queen  in  thefe 
words  :  “  Maria  Louifa,  we  will 
retire  to  one  of  the  provinces, 
where  we  will  pafs  our  days  in 
tranquillity,  and  Ferdinand  who  is 
a  young  man  fhali  take  upon  him 
the  burthen  of  the  government  *,** 
Cevallos  denied  that  any  violence 
was  done  to  his  majefty,  to  extort 
the  abdication  of  his  crown  ;  and 
argued  that  the  whole  court  of 
Spain  was  fatisded,  that  Charles 
had -freely  relinquished  the  throne; 
and  that  all  the  foreign  ambafia- 
dors,  except  Beauharnois,  muH 
have  been  of  the  fame  opinion  by 
offering  their  compliments  to  Fer¬ 
dinand. 

M.  Champagny  now  obferved, 
that  the  emperor  could  not  be  fe¬ 
rn  re  of  Spain,  in  the  event  of  a  war 
agaioft  the  powers  of  the  north, 
while  the  Spanifh  nation  fhould 
•continue  under  the  government  of 
a  family,  feeling  that  its  elder 
branch  had  been  defpoiled  of  the 
monarchy  of  France.  To  this  ob¬ 
jection  Cevallos  anfwered,  that  fa¬ 
mily  connexions  were  never  fuller¬ 
ed  to  prevail  againlf  the  intereftof 
Hates,  and  that  the  political  con¬ 
duct  of  Charles  IV.  iince  the  con- 
cluficm  of  the  treaty  of  Bafle  was  a 
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recent  proof,  that  fovereigns  could 
de:ach  themfelves  from  the  in- 
terefts  of  their  families,  when  they 
were  inconfiftent  with  thofeof  their 
kingdoms;  and  he  fhowed  that  the 
friendfhip  fubfiftingbetween  France 
and  Spain  was  interwoven  with  lo¬ 
cal  and  political  advantages,  confe- 
quently  that  every  found  .principle 
of  adtion  would  induce  Spain  to 
maintain  a  perpetual  peace  with 
France.  He  hinted  that  the  love 
of  the  Spaniards  for  their  kings  was 
proverbial,  and  that  the  nation 
would  nor  fee  the  rights  of  its  fove- 
reign  violated  with  impunity  ;  but 
in  cafe  of  any  hoflile  attempt, 
would  renew  its  pacific  relations 
with  Great  Britain,  to  the  great 
injury  of  France.  He  reminded 
Champagny  of  the  treaty  concluded 
inO&o'oer,  1 807,  at  Fontainebleau, 
by  which  the  French  government 
had  guaranteed  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  the  Spanifh  monar¬ 
chy,  as  it  exifted  at  that  time  ;  and 
that  not  only  no  caufe  had  been 
given  by  Spain  to  jultify  the  infrac¬ 
tion  of  that  treaty,  but  that  (he  had 
afforded  new  proofs  of  the  claim 
which  five  had  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  French  ruler.  “  What  will 
be  the  furprife  of  Europe,"  faid 
Cevallos,  “  when  fire  is  acquainted 
with  the  expedients,  fedu&ions, 
and  falfe  protmfes,  by  which  the 
king  has  been  induced  to  come  to 
Bayonne,  to  be  defpoiled  of  that 
crown,  to  which,  with  the  inex- 
preffible  jov  of  the  people,  he  has 
been  called  by  the  fundamental 


law  s  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  tjpon- 

*  This  arvecdote  may  very  poffibiy  be  true  ;  but  it  by  up  means  demynflrates  th?R 
the  abdication  9/  Charles  was  not  extorted  from  him,  at  the  time  when  it  was  made, 
Haraffed  by  infirmities,  and  placed  in  new  and  increufmg  difficulties,' the  old  monarch 
may  have  had  ideas  of  resigning  the  crown  Routing  in  his  nnud  ;  Hill  it  is  randt  proba¬ 
ble  that  he  had  lor  iced  no  determination  on  the  lubject  until  he  was  terrified  by  the 
events  at  Aranjuez, 


taneous 
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taneous  abdication  of  his  auguft  fa¬ 
ther  !  Pofterity  will  not  believe, 
that  the  emperor  could  give  fo  de- 
cifive  a  blow  to  his  own  reputation, 
the  lofs  of  which  leaves  nothing  to 
contemplate  in  his  warlike  charac¬ 
ter,  but  thefpirit  of  deftrutftion.” 

Fired  at  thefe  words,  Buona¬ 
parte,  who  had  liflened  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  commanded  both  the  nego¬ 
tiators  to  enter  his  cabinet,  where 
he  gave  vent  to  the  impetuofity  of 
his  temper.  He  branded  Cevallos 
with  the  name  of  traitor,  becaufe 
he  had  transferred  his  fervices  as 
minifter,  from  Charles  IV .  to  his 
fon.  He  commented,  in  a  tone  of 
afperity,  on  the  aflertion  of  Ceval¬ 
los  to  general  Monthion,  that  the 
king  his  mailer,  in  order  to  be  fove- 
reign  of  Spain,  did  not  need  the  em¬ 
peror’s  acknowledgment,  although 
it  might  be  neceffary  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  amicable  relations  of 
the  peninfula  with  France.  He  in¬ 
dicated  yet  higher  difpleafure,  be¬ 
caufe  Cevallos  had  obferved  to  a 
foreign  minifter,  accredited  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  that  if  the  French 
army  infringed  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  Spain,  three  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men  would  prove, 
that  a  haughty  and  generous  nation 
could  not  be  infulted  with  impuni¬ 
ty.  After  fome  further  remarks, 
Buonaparte  terminated  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  thefe  words:  <c  I  have  a 
particular  policy  of  my  own  :  you 
inuft  adopt  more  liberal  ideas;  be 
lefs  tenacious  of  punctilios  ;  and 
not  facrifice  the  profperity  of  Spain 
to  the  intereil  of  the  Bourbons. ” 

Buonaparte  now  fignifted  to 
Ferdinand,  that  he  muft  employ  a 
more  accommodating  negotiator  ; 
and  while  the  latter  was  determin¬ 
ing  who  fhould  be  the  fucceffor  of 
Cevallos,  Don  Juan  de  Efcoiquiz 


was  perfuaded  by  one  of 
the  French  emiifaries  to 
vifit  Champagny.  Efcoi¬ 
quiz  was  informed,  that  as  it  was 
necelfary  that  Ferdinand  fhould 
make  the  ceffion  which  had  been 
demanded,  Buonaparte  would  give 
him  the  kingdom  of  Etruria,  fub- 
jedt  to  the  Salic  law  ;  and  that  the 
right  of  fucceftion  fhould  pafs  to  the 
infant  Don  Carlos,  if  Ferdinand 
had  no  children  :  that  if  the  throne 
of  Spain  was  occupied  by  a  brother 
of  the  French  ruler’s,  the  latter 
would  ftridtly  guarantee  the  com¬ 
plete  integrity  of  the  kingdom,  its 
religion,  and  the  rights  of  property. 
If  Ferdinand  accepted  this»propofi- 
tion,  and  wifhed  to  efpoufe  a  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  emperor’s,  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  fhould  be  concluded  as  foon 
as  the  treaty  was  figned ;  but  in 
cafe  he  ftiould  refufe  it,  he  would 
lofe  the  kingdom  of  Spain  without 
obtaining  any  recompenfe. 

Thefe  pro pofit ions  were  difcufted 
in  a  council  held  by  Ferdinand  ; 
and,  in  confequence  of  the  delibera¬ 
tions,  Don  Pedro  Labrador  was 
nominated  to  treat  with  Champag¬ 
ny.  The  inftrudlions  given  to 
Labrador  directed  him  to  demand 
if  his  mailer  were  at  full  libert  v, 
and  if  he  could  return  to  Spain  ; 
becaufe  if  he  were  not  at  liberty, 
every  acl  fandtioned  by  him  muft; 
of  courfe  be  nugatory.  The  Span- 
ifh  plenipotentiary  was  alfo  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  Ferdinand  was  refolved 
not  to  comply  with  Buonaparte’s 
requifition,  as  he  could  not  make 
the  propofed  cefiion  of  Spain,  con- 
fiftently  with  his  duty  to  his  fub- 
jedls,  whom  he  could  not  compel 
to  fubmit  to  the  dynafty  of  the 
French  ruler  ;  neither  could  he  de* 
prive  them  of  the  right  which  they 
had  to  eledl  another  family  to  the 

throne. 


April 

22. 
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throne,  when  the  reigning  houfe 
might  be  extintfl.  Labrador  was 
farther  enjoined  to  (late,  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  could  not  confent  to  receive 
the  crown  of  Etruria  as  a  compen- 
fation,  for  the  legitimate  fovereign 
of  that  kingdom  was  yet  living, 
whom  he  would  not  injure  ;  and 
befides  that  he  was  content  with 
the  crown  which  Providence  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  was  not  in¬ 
clined  to  alienate  himfeif  from 
thofe  fubje&s  whom  he  loved  with 
the  tendernefs  of  a  father,  and  from 
whom  he  had  received  unequivocal 
proofs  of  the  moil  refpe&ful  affec¬ 
tion. 

.  ..  When  Labrador  faw 

P  Champagny,  he  commu- 

2  7*  nicated  his  full  powers  to 
the  French  minifter,  and  defired  in 
return,  that  the  latter  would  ex¬ 
change  his  own  for  them,  and  alfo 
give  Buonaparte's  propofals  in  fome 
authentic  form.  Champagny 
evaded  thefe  reafonable  demands, 
under  the  pretext,  that  they  were 
mere  formalities  unconnected  with 
the  real  bufinefs  of  the  negotiation ; 
but  Labrador  infilled  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  both,  adding  that  he 
could  difeufs  nothing  without 
them,  and  that  they  were  neceflary, 
in  order  that  his  own  inftruftions 
might  be  varied,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
be  expedient  to  have  them  altered. 
The  Frenchman  took  no  notice  of 
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thefe  comments,  and  proceeded  to 
talk  on  the  laft  propofals  made  to 
Ferdinand.  Labrador  now  defired 
to  know  if  his  mailer  was  in  a  Hate 
of  freedom  ;  and  Champagny  an- 
fwered,  that  it  could  not  be  doubt¬ 
ed.  In  that  cafe,  faid  the  former,* 
his  majelly  may  return  to  Spain  ; 
but  to  this  remark  Champagny  re¬ 
plied,  that  as  to  his  return  ro  Spain, 
it  was  neceflary,  that  the  king 
Ihould  have  a  right  underllanding 
with  his  imperial  majefty,  either 
by  an  interview  or  a  letter. 

This  declaration,  added  to  other 
proofs,  convinced  Ferdinand  that 
he  was  a<5lually  under  arrell.  How¬ 
ever,  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  iflue, 
Cevallos,byFerdinand’s  orders, fent 
a  note  to  the  French  minif-  .  .. 

ter,  informing  him  that  the  ^ 
king  was  determined  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Madrid,  to  tranquillize 
the  agitation  of  his  beloved  fub- 
je<5ls,  and  ro  tranfadl  the  important 
bufinefs  of  his  dominions  ;  at  the 
fame  time  alluring  him,  that  the 
king  would  continue  to  treat  in  his 
capital  with  his  imperial  majelly 
on  matters  of  reciprocal  utility. 
No  anfvver  was  made  to  this  note, 
nor  had  it  any  other  refult  than 
that  of  redoubling,  and  enforcing 
in  a  more  offenfive  manner,  the 
precautions  and  vigilance  before 
exercifed  over  the  perfon  cf  the 
royal  captive. 


CHAP.  XI. 


Planner  in  which  the  Prince  de  la  Pax  is  fet  at  Liberty .  Buonaparte 
draws  Charles  IV.  the  Qjieen  of  Spain ,  and  the  Favourite  to  Bayonne. 
The  old  Monarch  requires  from  Ferdinand  a  renunciation  of  the  Spanifb 
Crown  :  The  latter  offers  to  comply  with  the  demand  on  certain  conditions. 
Correfpondtnre  between  the  King  and  his  Son .  Interview  of  the  French 
Ruler  with  the  Royal  Family ,  when  Ferdinand  is  ordered  to  make  an  un¬ 
qualified 
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qualified  Ceffion  of  the  Throne.  Ferdinand  accedes  to  this  prcpofition. 
Treaty  between  Charles  IF.  and  Buonaparte ,  by  which  the  King  transfers 
all  his  claims  to  the  Sparfih  Dominions  to  Napoleon.  Convention  between 
Ferdinand  and  the  French  Ruler.  Departure  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
Spain  for  the  interior  of  France.  Injur  re  hi  ion  at  Madrid.  Confequences 
thereof.  Timidity  amt  indecifion  of  the  Junta  of  Gov  rnment.  Murat 
covfiituted  Trcfide.it  of  the  Junta ,  and  Lieutenant-general  of  the  King  <om. 
His  various  Proclamations  io  the  Spaniards.  Addrejs  if  the  Supreme 
.  Council  of  the  Inquifition  to  all  its  /’.  b  %r din  ate  tribunals.  Letter  of  Charles 
IV.  to  the  Span  fib  nation.  Adartfs  of  Ferdinand  and  the  Infants  of 
Spain  to  the  People.  Meafures  taken  by  Murat  rf pelting  the  appointment 
of  Jofeph  Buonaparte  to  the  Crown.  Proceedings  of  the  Junta ,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Cafiili ,  and  the  Municipality  of  Madrid.  Letter  from  the  Cardinal  de 
Bourbon  to  Napoleon.  Buonaparte  convokes  an  Afembly  of  Notables  to 
meet  at  Bayonne  to  fix  the  bafis  of  the  new  government ,  and  ifj'ttes  a  pro¬ 
clamation  on  the  fubjedi.  A  Spirit  of  uj fiance  to  the  oppreffion'of  Is  a  pole  on 
burps  forth  in  mofi  parts  of  the  peninjula.  Juntas  formed  for  the 
proa  val  Government  of  the  P  /evinces.  Snip  fence  of  their  various 

a p  paws  to  the  people.  The  Captain -general  of  Aragon  imprfoned  by  the 
patriots 3  and  the  Government  conferred  on  Don  Jofeph  Pelafox :  His  bold 
rneajures.  Tranj  actions  of  the  J unta  of  Seville :  Precautions  recommended 
by  them  to  be  cbjerved  in  the  conduit  of  the  war :  Their  Add rfies  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Madrid y  and  to  the  F -ench  Joldiers.  The  patriots  apply  to 
Great  Britain  for  affifiav.ee.  Deputies  fr  m  J  veral  provinces  oj  Spam  ar¬ 

rive  in  London.  The  Supplies  vohich  ; hey  requeft  to  have  granted.  An 
Order  of  Council  pub'lfihed  by  the  Eng! i/h  Government  jlating  that  all  hof- 
iilities  between  Great  Britain  and  Spam  had  ceajed. 


I^ERCEIV ING  by  the  language 
■  which  CevallOs  had  held  o..  the 
2 1 ft  of  April,  that  Ferdinand 
would  not  beeafily  induced  to  yield 
to  his  willies,  Buonaparte  deter¬ 
mined  to  draw  Charles  IV.  and  the 
queen  of  Spain  to  Bayonne,  it,  in¬ 
deed,  he  did  not  originally  intend, 
either  by  artifice  or  force,  to  en- 
fure  their  prefence  in  that  place, 
by  which  he  might  hope  to  derive 
fome  advantage.  The  letter  and 
declaration  which  the  old  monarch 
had  given  to  Montluon  afforded 
him  a  convenient  pretext  to  cover 
his  real  views.  Accordingly  he 
directed  Murat  to  caufe  Charles  and 
his  queen  to  fet  out  for  Bayonne  as 
freed ily  as  poftible.  Their  majef- 
cies  made  no  difticuity  in  comply¬ 


ing  with  the  French  ruler’s  defires, 
as  perhaps  they  imagined  that 
every  thing  would  be  arranged  to 
their  entire  fatisfaiftlon,  by  the  per- 
fon  whom  they  were  weak  enough 
to  confide;-  as  their  protector  ;  but 
they  pofitively  reiufed  to  quit 
Madrid  unlefs  Godoy  preceded 
them.  That  favourite  had  already 
been  delivered  up  to  Murat  by  the 
junta' Of  government,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  '  he  exprefs  commands  of  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  that  he  ihould  be  kept  in 
confinement.  When Suvar)  returned 
to  Vitoria  with  Buonaparte’s  let¬ 
ter,  he,  in  obedience  to  his  mafter’S 
init ructions,  folicited  the  releafe  of 
the  prince  de  la  'Paz.  Ferdinand 
then  wrote  to  Napoleon  and  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  he  had  ordered 
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the  higheft  tribunals  in  Spain  to 
try  Godov,  and  promifed  his  peo¬ 
ple,  whofe  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
proceedings,  to  publifh  the  refult 
of  the  procefs ;  but  he  gave  his 
royal  word,  in  cafe  the  prince  de 
la  Paz  fhould  be  condemned  to 
death,  to  remit  that  punifhment, 
if  Buonapartd  took  an  intereft  in 
the  prifoner’s  life.  Before  Ferdi¬ 
nand  quitted  Vitoria,  the  junta  at 
Madrid  acquainted  him,  that  Mu¬ 
rat  had  actually  demanded  the  li¬ 
beration  of Godoy,  and  even  threa¬ 
tened  to  ufe  force,  if  his  inftances 
were  not  fubmitted  to.  The  junta 
was  confcquently  apprifed,  that 
fhould  Murat  renew  his  requifitions 
on  this  fubjcdl,  they  were  to  re- 
prefent  to  him,  that  this  bufinefs 
had  been  difeuffed  between  the  two 
fovercigns,  and  that  it  depended 
exclufively  on  the  decifion  of  the 
king.  Buonaparte  paid  no  regard 
to  Ferdinand’s  letter;  but  imme¬ 
diately  wrote  to  Murat,  arid  falfely 
afferted,  that  the  prince  of  Afiu- 
rias  had  made  him  the  arbiter  of 
Godoy’s  fate.  Murat  ordered  ge¬ 
neral  Beliiard  to  addrefs  a  note  to 
the  junta  bating  this  intelligence, 
and  infilling  that  the  prince  de  la 
Paz  fhould  be  given  up.  Don 
Ftancifco  Gil,  a  member  of  the 
junta,  fingly  oppofed  the  furrender, 
but  his  colleagues  were  fo  much  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  peremptory  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  note,  and  the  verbal 
menaces  of  Murar,  that  they  ififued 
a  warrant,  in  the  king?s 
name,  for  placing  the  prj- 
foner  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
jfrench  commander  in  chief.  A 
few  days  afterwards,  Godoy, 
efcorted  by  a  body  of  horfe,  was 
fent  to  Bayonne  ;  whither  he  was 
followed  by  the  king  and  queen. 

What  pa  fled  between  Buonaparte 


April 

20. 


and  Charles  IV.  immediately  af¬ 
ter  his  arrival  at  Bayonne  .  .. 

is  not  known  ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  the  latter  had  0 
an  interview  with  Ferdinand,  and 
required  from  him  a  renunciation 
of  the  Spanifh  crown,  although  the 
old  monarch  declared  that  he  nei¬ 
ther  wifhed  to  govern  his  domi¬ 
nions  again,  nor  to  return  to  Spain. 
Notwithftanding  Ferdinand  was 
now  thrown  into  a  date  of  extreme 
difficulty,  and  was  perfectly  fenfi- 
ble,  that  as  a  captive  he  had  no 
power  of  enforcing  his  good  inten¬ 
tions,  he  determined  to  procure  as 
much  benefit  to  his  country  as  the 
nature  of  circumfiances  would  per¬ 
mit,  and  to  maintain  his  own  dig¬ 
nity  of chara&er.  He  accordingly 
tranfmitted  a  paper  to  his 
father,  containing  an  of-  ■  ' 

fer  to  renounce  the  throne 
on  the  following  conditions :  i.  that 
Charles  would  return  to  Madrid, 
whither,  Ferdinand  faid,  he  would 
accompany  his  majefiy,  and  ferve 
him  as  a  dutiful  fon  ;  2.  that  the 
cortes  fhould  be  afiemblcd  ;  or  if 
his  majefiy  objeded  to  calling  to¬ 
gether  fo  numerous  a  body,  that  all 
the  tribunals,  and  deputies  of  the 
bates,’  fhould  be  convoked :  3. 

that,  on  the  meeting  of  one  of 
thefe  affemblies,  his  (Ferdinand’s) 
renunciation  fhould  be  given  with 
proper  formalities,  explaining  the 
motives  of  it  :  4.  that  the  king 
fhould  not  take  to  his  councils  per- 
fons  who  had  juftly  excited  the 
hatred  of  the  nation  ;  5.  that  if  his 
majefiy  fhould  not  with  to  reign  nor 
return  to  Spain,  that  he  fhould  de¬ 
pute  Ferdinand  to  govern  in  his 
name. — Ferdinand  obferved,  that 
he  had  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
that  nobody  could  intereft  himfelf 
in  their  profperity  with  fo  much 
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zeal,  nor  with  fo  high  a  fenfe  of 
duty  as  he  could  ;  and  that  his  re¬ 
nunciation  thus  limited  would  con, 
vince  the  Spaniards,  that  he  pre¬ 
ferred  their  fecurity  to  the  glory 
of  pofieffing  the  crown. 

Charles  returned  an  an- 
’  ^  fwer  to  this  propofal  in  a 
letter  of  great  length,  in 
which  he  recapitulated  many  paft 
Iran  factions.  He  hated  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  had  fo  conducted  matters  as 
to  make  every  thing  depend  on  the 
mediation  of  the  French  emperor. 
Charles  fa  id,  he  had  opened  his 
heart  to  Napoleon,  who  therefore 
knew  all  the  injuries  which  he  had 
received,  as  well  as  the  violence 
which  had  been  done  to  him,  and 
who  had  declared  that  Ferdinand 
fhould  never  be  acknowledged  as 
king,  for  that  he,  who  had  been 
the  enemy  of  his  father,  could  never 
acquire  the  confidence  of  foreign 
ftates.  He  aflerted  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  Ferdinand’s  condud  to 
him,  it  was  neither  for  his  fon's  in- 
terefi  nor  for  that  of  the  country, 
that  he  fhould  poiTefs  the  feeptre. 
In  conclufion  he  remarked  :  1  I  am 
king  in  right  of  my  fathers  :  my 
abdication  was  the  refult  of  force  : 
3  have  no  conditions  to  receive  from 
you,  nor  can  I  confent  to  convene 
any  affembly  whatever  :  another 
wicked  fuggeftion  of  the  inex¬ 
perienced  perfens  who  furround 
you.  I  have  reigned  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  people,  and  I  do  not 
wilh  to  leave  popular  juntas,  mu¬ 
tiny,  civil  war,  and  revolution,  be¬ 
hind  me.  Every  thing  fhould  be 
done  for  the  people,  and  nothing  by 
them  ;  to  forget  this  maxim  is  to 
become  accefiary  to  all  the  crimes 
that  mufi  follow  its  neglecl.  1  have 
facrificed  the  whole  of  my  life  to 
my  people,  and  in  the  advanced 


age  to  which  I  have  arrived,  X 
fhall  do  nothing  in  oppofition  to 
their  religion,  their  tranquillity, 
and  their  happinefs.’* 

Ferdinand,  in  reply  to 
this  letter,  mentioned  a 
number  of  c  ire  urn  fiances 
to  prove,  that  his  father’s  abdica¬ 
tion  had  been  voluntary,  w’hich  it 
is  unneceffary  to  repeat,  becaufe 
they  might  all  have  taken  place 
without  demonftrating  that  Charles 
was  wholly  a  free  agent  in  that  re- 
fped.  Fie  renewed  all  his  former 
propofals ;  and  as  it  was  now  evi¬ 
dent  that  Charles  IV.  meant  to  re- 
fign  the  crown  in  favour  of  Buona¬ 
parte’s  family,  Ferdinand  entreated 
his  majefty  to  confider  their  com¬ 
mon  fituation  :  to  refied  on  the 
evil  of  excluding  their  dynafty  for¬ 
ever  from  the  throne  of  Spain,  and 
fubftituting  in  its  room  the  imperial 
family  of  France  :  a  ftep  which, 
he  aflerted,  they  could  not  take 
without  the  exprefs  confent  of  all 
the  individuals  who  had  or  might 
have  a  right  to  the  crown  ;  nor 
without  the  permifiion  of  the 
Spaniih  people,  reprefented  by  the 
cortes  affembled  in  a  place  of  fecu¬ 
rity  ;  “  befides,’’  faid  Ferdinand, 
“  difeuffing  as  we  now  do  thefubjed 
in  a  foreign  country,  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  that  we  could  perfuade  any 
one, that  we  are  at  liberty  to  ad, 
and  this  confiaeration  alone  would 
annul  whatever  we  do,  and  be  pro- 
dudive  of  the  moil  fatal  confe- 
quences.” 

On  the  day  that  Charles 
received  this  letter  from 
his  fon,  he  fent  a  declara¬ 
tion  to  Madrid,  fignilying  that 
he  was  determined  to  refume  the 
reins  of  government.  At  the 
fame  time  he  ordered  his  brother 
Don  Antonio  to  refign  his  office  as 

O 

prefident 


May 

4- 


May 

4* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [187 


^refident  of  the  fupreme  junta, 
to  which  he  appointed  Murat, 
and  likewife  conftituted  him 
lieutenant  general  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Buonaparte  vilited  Charles  IV. 
and  the  queen  of  Spain,  on  the  5th 
of  May  about  4  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  and  the  conference  con¬ 
tinued  an  hour,  when  Ferdinand 
was  called  in  by  his  father  to  hear, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  French  ruler, 
expreffions  and  language  fo  dero¬ 
gatory  and  humiliating,  that  Ce- 
vailos,  who  men  ions  the  cireum- 
Itance,  declines  to  repeat  them.  It 
has  indeed  been  affirmed,  but  there 
is  no  precife  authority  for  the  Hate- 
ment,  that  the  queen  even  acknow¬ 
ledged  her  own  infamy,  by  declar¬ 
ing  Ferdinand  to  be  illegitimate. 
Something  very  indecorous  mull 
unquellionably  have  palled ;  and 
during  this  extraordinary  fcene, 
Ferdinand  was  kept  Handing,  while 
all  the  ether  perfonages  who  wit- 
neffed  it  were  feated.  Charles  now 
commanded  Ferdinand  to  fign  an 
unconditional  furrender  of  the 
crown,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as 
an  ufurper,  and  a  confpirator  againfl 
the  lives  of  his  parents.  He  was 
alfo  informed,  that  his  refofal  to 
comply  with  this  order  would  im¬ 
plicate  all  his  houfehold  and  mi- 
nifters  in  the  fate  which  would 
await  him;  and  Buonaparte  added 
to  the  menaces  of  Charles  thefe 
emphatic  words  :  u  Prince ,  il faut 
op  ter  ti it  re  la  cejjion  et  la  m'jrt.’* 
Prince,  you  mull  determine  on  cef- 
fion  or  death. 

Ferdinand,  confcious  that  all 
farther  refinance  to  this  arbitrary 
mandate  would  be  ufelcfs,  and 
anxious  not  to  involve  in  his  mif- 
iortunes  the  adherents  and  counfel- 
lors,  who  had  fo  faithfully  ferved 


him,  eonfented  to  make  the  re¬ 
quired  renunciation  ;  and 
on  the  next  day,  he  fent 
a  letter  to  his  father,  in 
which  he  formally  rdinquifhed  the 
throne  to  him  without  any  reilric- 
tions  whatever. 

The  impatience  of  Buonaparte 
had  not  waited  for  the  reception 
of  this  document,  but  it  is  moll 
probable  that  Ferdinand’s  fubmif- 
fion  to  his  father’s  will  wTas  known 
on  the  preceding  day,  when,  by 
a  treaty  concluded  between 
Charles  IV.  and  Napoleon, 
the  former  ceded  to  the 
French  ruler  all  his  rights  to  the 
throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
Buonaparte  engaged  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  kingdom,  anti 
that  the  prince  on  whom  he  lhould 
confer  the  crown  lhould  be  inde¬ 
pendent.  The  catholic,  apollolic, 
and  Roman  religion  was  the  only 
one  which  was  to  be  permitted  to 
exifh  in  Spain  ;  all  ads  committed 
by  Ferdinand  were  declared  in¬ 
valid,  and  property  which  had 
been  confifcated  was  to  be  reftored* 
The  latter  liipulation  was  evidently 
made  that  the  princede  la  Paz  might 
recover  his  ellates  and  efiefts.  An 
afylum  in  France  was  to  be  given 
to  Charles,  the  queen,  and  Godoy  ; 
and  fuch  of  the  old  monarch’s  fer« 
vants  as  chofe  to  follow  him,  were 
to  enjoy  in  France  a  rank  equiva¬ 
lent  to  that  which  they  held  in 
Spain.  The  imperial  palace  of 
Compeigne,  with  the  parks  and 
forefts  dependent  on  it,  was  to  be 
at  thedifpofal  of  Charles  during  his 
life  ;  and  a  penlion  from  the  French 
treafury  equivalent  to  thirty  mil. 
lions  of  reals  was  to  be  affigned  to 
him,  anti  to  be  paid  monthly.  At 
the  king’s  death,  the  queen  was  to 
have  a  revenue  of  two  millions  of 
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reals.  Buonaparte  agreed  to  grant 
to  each  of  the  infants  of  Spam  an 
annual  peniion  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  livres,  to  be  enjoyed  by 
them  in  perpetuity,  avertible  from 
one  to  the  other  in  cafe  of  the  de- 
mife  of  one  of  them,  according  to 
the  inftitutions  of  the  civil  law  ; 
but  if  all  the  branches  became  ex- 
tinft,  the  penfions  were  to  revert 
to  the  crown  of  Frarce.  The  in¬ 
fants  were  alfo  to  retain  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  thecommanderies  which  they 
held  in  Spain.  By  the  feventh  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty,  it  appears,  that 
Napoleon  purpofed  all  thefe  pen¬ 
fions  to  be  really  paid  by  Spain  ; 
for  he  referved  to  himfelf  a  power 
of  making  fuch  arrangements  for 
difcharglng  them,  with  the  future 
king  of  that  country  as  he  might 
think  proper  ;  but  it  was  exprefsly 
mentioned,  that  king  Charles  was 
to  have  no  concern  in  regard  to 
that  objeft  except  with  the  trea- 
fury  of  France.  Charles  exchanged 
all  his  perlonal  poflfefiions  and  allo¬ 
dial  and  particular  property  in 
Spain  for  the  caftle  of  Chambord 
in  France,  with  the  parks,  forells 
and  farms  dependent  thereon, 
which  he  was  to  hold  in  fee. 

The  parties  to  this  difg raceful 
transfer  of  ten  millions  of  people, 
of  courfe,  endeavoured  to  juilify  it 
by  the  pretexts  of  philanthropy 
and  benevolence.  In  the  preamble 
to  the  aift  it  was  fet  forth,  that 
they  were  equally  animated  with 
a  defire  to  pur  an  end  to  the  anar¬ 
chy  to  which  Spain  was  a  prey, 
and  to  fave  that  brave  nation  from 
the  influence  of  fa&ion,  and  the 
convulfions  of  civil  and  foreign 
war  ;  to  place  it  in  the  only  por¬ 
tion  which,  in  the  extraordinary 
circumftanees  then  affe&ing  it, 
could  maintain  its  integrity,  gua¬ 


rantee  its  colonies,  and  enable  it 
to  unite  all  its  means  to  thofe  of 
France  to  obtain  a  maritime  peace. 
The  treaty  was  llgned  by  Duroc 
and  the  prince  ae  la  Paz  ;  and 
thus  Godoy  was  inftrumental  to 
the  final  degradation  of  his  mailer. 

Ferdinand  acceded  to  the 
ceffion  made  by  his  father 
by  a  particular  conven¬ 
tion.  Buonaparte  granted  him  in 
France  the  title  of  royal  highnefs, 
with  all  the  honours  and  preroga¬ 
tives  which  the  princes  of  the 
blood  enjoyed.  His  defendants 
were  to  preserve  the  title  of  prince, 
with  that  of  moil  ferene  highnefs, 
and  were  always  to  hold  the  fame 
rank  as  the  princes  dignitaries  of 
the  empire.  The  palace,  parks, 
and  farms  of  Navarre,  in  Nor¬ 
mandy,  with  the  woods  apper¬ 
taining  to  them,  to  the  amonnt  of 
fifty  thoufand  acres,  were  ceded 
to  him  and  his  heirs  ;  in  default 
of  thefe,  they  were  to  pafs  to  the 
children  of  his  brothers  and  uncle, 
according  to  the  laws  of  fucceffion 
(provided  that  they  acceded  to  this 
treaty,)  and  the  heir  to  whom  this 
property  fhould  defcend,  was  to  be 
created  a  prince  by  letters  patent,, 
Ferdinand  was  to  have  an  inheri¬ 
table  penfion  of  four  hundred  thou* 
fand  francs,  and  another  of  fix 
hundred  thoufand  during  life,  the 
half  of  which  was  to  be  enjoyed 
by  his  confort,  if  he  left  one.  Fer¬ 
dinand  alfo  exprefsly  fecured  to 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  the  condi¬ 
tional  reverfion  of  the  penfions 
granted  10  his  brothers  and  uncle, 
’which  indeed  he  mufl  have  had 
by  the  provifions  ot  the  compadi 
figned  by  his  father.  Finally, 
B  ionaparte  allured  to  Ferdinand’s 
bro  hers  and  uncle,  as  well  as  to  their 
defendants,  the  fame  titles  and 
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prerogatives  as  were  conceded  to 
Ferdinand  himfelf. 

As  Toon  as  the  different  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  royal  family  had  an- 
fwered  the  pu-ipofe  for  which  they 
were  brought  to  Bayonne,  they 
were  fuccefii  elv  difmiffed  to  the 
interior  of  France  from  the  feene 
of  Buonaparte’s  operations,  on 
which  other  puppets  were  deftined 
to  play  the  parts  affigned  to  them, 
and  exhibit  to  ‘  aftoniftied  Europe 
every fpeciesof degradation  to  which 
the  human  charafter  can  fubmit. 
For  centuries  the  higher  orders  of 
other  countries  had  regarded  the 
nobles  of  Spain  with  particular 
eftimation.  They  were  fuppofed 
to  be  the  peculiar  inheritors  of 
chivalrous  ideas  of  honour  ;  and 
their  lofty  pretenfions  to  delicacy 
of  punftilio  were  admitted  by  uni. 
verfal  confent.  A  Coriican  ad¬ 
venturer  unmafked  their  real  dif- 
pofition ;  and  his  tranfa&ions  at 
Bayonne  proved,  that  haughty 
deportment  can  yield  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  temporary  convenience, 
and  that  the  infolence  of  pride 
can  be  content  to  lick  the  duft. 

It  has  been  feen  by  the  pre¬ 
cautions  that  were  taken,  and  the 
decrees  which  were  iffued,  that 
even  before  Ferdinand’s  departure 
from  Madrid,  flrong  fymptoms  of 
popular  agitation  prevailed.  Af¬ 
ter  their  prince  was  known  to  have 
crolfed  the  frontiers,  and  proceeded 
to  Bayonne,  and  efpecially  after 
Charles  IV.  and  the  queen  had  fet 
out  for  that  city,  the  alarm  and 
difeontent  of  the  people  in  the 
metropolis  daily  increafed.  To¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  April, 
cither  by  means  of  private  letters 
from  the  individuals  in  the  retinue 
of  Ferdinand,  or  feme  other  fources 
of  intelligence,  they  received  ob- 
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feure  hints  of  the  events  palling 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Pyrenees,. 
Thefe  intimations  gradually  laid 
open  the  true  ftate  of  (he  cafe,  until 
it  was  generally  furmifed,  that 
the  French  ruler  intended  to  effett 
fome  important  alteration  in  the 
government. 

The  day  fixed  for  the  departure 
of  the  queen  of  Etruria,  daughter 
of  Charles  IV.,  and  her  brother 
Don  Francifco,  to  Bayonne,  was 
the  fecond  of  May  ;  but  it  had 
alfo  been  reported  that  Don  An. 
tonio,  prefident  of  the  junta,  was 
to  accompany  them  ;  and  when 
one  of  the  carriages,  which  was* 
to  convey  the  former  illultrious 
perfonages  drew  up  in  the  front  of 
the  palace,  the  people  who  were 
there  affembled  imagined  that  it 
was  for  Don  Antonio.  Under 
this  nufconception  they  cut  the 
traces  of  the  carriage,  and  forced 
it  back  into  the  court-yard;  but 
being  allured  that  Don  Antonio 
was  not  going  to  abandon  them, 
they  fuffered  the  horfes  again  to 
be  put  to  it  ;  and  the  carriages 
with  the  queen  of  Etruria  and  her 
brother  were  permitted  to  proceed. 
Don  Francifco,  a  boy  of  fourteen, 
was  obferved  to  weep  bitterly  ;  a 
circumftance  which  inftantly  awak¬ 
ened  the  fy mpathy  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  and  roufed  their  refentment, 
which  manifeited  itfelf  in  a  dif- 
pofition  to  riot.  A  detachment 
of  French  foldiers  now  made  its 
appearance  on  the  fpot,  and  a 
dreadful  confufion  attended  with 
horrible  carnage  enfued.  The 
French  difeharged  their  pieces, 
and  by  thefe  vollies  a  number  of 
Spaniards  were  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  An  account  of  this  proce¬ 
dure  flew  on  the  wings  of  indig¬ 
nation  to  all  parts  of  the  city, 
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and  the  lower  dalles  feizing  fuch 
weapons  as  they  could  find,  rufhed 
in  multitudes  through  the  flreets 
to  attack  the  objects  of  their  en¬ 
mity,  of  whom  they  killed  con- 
fid'erable  numbers,  and  feized  their 
arms.  All  the  French  forces  in 
Madrid  were  called  out,  and  by 
repeated  difcharges  of  mufquetry, 
and  grape-lhot  from  the  artillery, 
cleared  the  fquares  and  flreets. 
The  French  cavalry  alfo  bore  a 
diflinguifhed  part  in  this  fcene  of 
daughter,  as  they  charged  the  po¬ 
pulace  feveral  times.  The  people 
broken  and  overcome  by  their 
opponents,  fled  in  different  direc¬ 
tions,  followed  by  the  French, 
who  fired  down  the  crofs  flreets 
as  they  paffed  along,  and  at  the 
windows  and  balconies  of  the 
fioufes,  from  whence  they  had  been 
galled  by  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards 
after  they  were  driven  from  the 
Greets.  Many  of  the  houfes  were 
broken  open,  and  the  fugitives 
were  put  to  the  fword.  The  ha¬ 
voc  was  the  greatefl  at  the  Sun- 
gate,  in  the  ftreet  of  Alcala,  and 
in  the  great  fquare. 

A  body  of  Spaniards  had  made 
for  the  arfenal,  where  there  were 
arms  for  ten  thoufand  men,  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  Before 
they  could  provide  themfelves  with 
the  mulkets,  they  were  attacked 
by  a  French  regiment ;  but  two 
office  rs  of  Spa  n  ifh  a  r  t  i  1 1  e  r y ,  Vela  rde 
and  Doaiz,  with  a  few  artillery¬ 
men,  had  time  to  bring  out  a  four- 
and-twenty  pounder,  which  they 
pointed  fo  as  to  enfilade  a  long 
narrow  lane  leading  to  the  gate  of 
the  place.  The  difcharge  of  grape 
from  this  piece  occafioned  fuch 
carnage  ainongft  the  affailants, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  for 
reinforcements,  and  two  French 


columns  came  to  their  afilftance* 
Velarde  perifhed  by  a  mufket  (hot. 
Doaiz,  although  his  thigh  was 
broken,  continued  to  encourage  his 
men,  and  give  the  neceffary  orders 
with  compofure,  till  he  received 
three  other  wounds,  the  lafl  of 
which  terminated  his  exiflence. 
The  united  force  of  the  French  at 
length  fubdued  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  arfenal  was  taken.  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  fome 
kind  of  order  was  reflored  by  the 
exertions  of  the  council  of  Caflile 
and  the  other  tribunals,  who  at¬ 
tended  by  feveral  Spanifh  noble¬ 
men,  and  fome  French  generals, 
and  efcorted  by  parties  of  cavalry 
both  Spanifh  and  French,  rode 
along  the  flreets  for  the  purpofe 
of  reflraining  the  mutual  animo- 
fity  of  the  people  and  their  fan- 
guinary  oppreffers. 

The  tumult  was  in  fa6l  fuppref- 
fed,  but  not  the  work  of  death. 
Murat  directed  military  tribunals 
to  be  formed,  by  which  all  the 
prifoners  taken  by  the  French 
were  ordered  to  be  fhot.  This 
fentence  was  executed  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  this  lamentable  day.  At 
night  the  inhabitants  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  illuminate  their  houfes, 
to  prevent  the  pofUbili ty  of  a  new 
infurreflion,  attended  with  the 
horrors  of  darknefs.  The  next 
morning,  and  for  two  fucceeding 
days,  numerous  apprehenfions  of 
unfortunate  individuals  took  place. 
Thefe  vidlims  of  cruelty  were 
hurried  before  the  bloody  tribunals 
eflablifhed  bv  the  French,  con- 
demned  on  the  moll  doubtful  evi¬ 
dence,  and  (hot  in  groups  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  city  and  its 
environs.  It  is  impoiTible  to  af- 
certain  the  number  of  Spaniards 
who  perilhed  on  the  day  of  the 
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irffurredion,  or  by  the  fubfequentn  i 
maffacres,  though  it  mud  unquef- 
tionably  have  been  great :  as  to 
the  lofs  of  the  French,  it  was  as 
certainly  confiderahle  ;  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  invariable  cuftom 
of  that  people,  when  they  relate 
their  misfortunes,  it  was  repre- 
feoted  to  be  trifling. 

,  -  The  junta  of  govern- 

ment  ordered  all  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Madrid  to  be 
difarmed,  and  liftening  only  to 
their  fears  of  popular  commotions, 
which  induced  them  to  think  that 
the  exifting  crifis  demanded  ftrong 
meafures  to  preferve  the  public 
tranquillity,  transferred  the  pre¬ 
sidency  of  their  body  from  Don 
Antonio  to  Murat,  thus  antici¬ 
pating  the  edid  of  Charles  IV. 
The  edid  arrived  in  the  courfe  of 
the  next  day,  and  Murat  loft  no 
time  in  fending  Don  Antonio  to 
France. 

When  Ferdinand  found  himfelf 
in  a  date  of  captivity  at  Bayonne, 
he  had  authorifed  the  junta  of 
government  to  take  any  deps 
which  it  might  deem  proper  for 
the  fervice  of  the  date;  and  that 
body  has  been  greatly  cenfured  for 
its  want  of  vigour,  after  receiving 
fuch  full  powers,  in  not  immedi¬ 
ately  affumifig  the  fupreme  direc¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  retiring  if  neceffary 
to  a  place  of  fecurity,  and  calling 
forth  the  energies  of  the  people 
in  defence  of  the  kingdom.  Had 
they  aded  with  this  deciftofi,  fuc- 
Cefs  would  mod  probably  have 
Ctowned  their  efforts  in  the  caufe 
of  Spain ;  but  accuftomed  to  re- 
•  ceivo  commands,  the  members  of 
the  junta  would  do  nothing  with¬ 
out  them.  .  They  confequently 
difpatched  a  Confidential  perfon 
to  ,8 ay  ©tine  to  propofe  t©  Ferdi- 


n  l  the  following  quedions  : — - 
1.  Whether  his  majedy  thought 
fit  to  authorife  the  junta  to  be 
removed  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  and 
whether,  if  fo  removed,  it  was  to 
be  conditutedof  the  fame  or  other 
perfons  ?  2.  Whether  it  was  his 

majefty’s  pleafure  that  hodifities 
fhould  be  commenced  againd  the 
French  army  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  how 
and  when  the  junta  fnould  proceed  f 
3.  Whether  it  was  alfo  the  king?s 
pleafure  that  the  junta  fhould 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  more  French  troops  into  Spain, 
by  doling  the  paffes  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  ?  4.  Whether  his  majedy 

thought  it  right  that  the  cartes 
fhould  be  affembled  ;  becaufe  in 
that  cafe,  his  decree  would  be  re- 
quifite,  addreffed  to  the  royal 
council ;  or  if  fuch  council  fhould 
not  ex  id  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  king’s  anfwer,  on  account 
of  the  redraint  which  might  be 
impofed  on  it,  whether  fuch  de¬ 
cree  fhould  be  addreffed  to  any 
chancery  or  audience  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  might  be  uninfluenced 
by  the  French  troops?  Ladly, 
on  what  fubjeds  the  cortes  were 
to  debate  ?  The  perfon  commif- 
fioned  to  date  thefe  propofitions 
arrived  at  Bayonne  on  the  4th  of 
May,  and  early  on  the  5th,  Fer¬ 
dinand  figned  two  decrees.  The 
drft  was  addreffed  to  the  junta. 
It  repeated  to  them,  that  he  was 
not  at  liberty,  and  confequently 
was  incapable  himfelf  of  taking 
any  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  his 
perfon  and  monarchy  ;  that  there*, 
fore  he  empowered  the  junta  in 
the  mod  ample  manner,  either  as 
a  body,  or  one  or  more  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  to  remove  to  the  place  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  mod  convenient  ; 
and  that  in  the  name  of  his  ma* 
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jefty,  and  as  reprefenting  his  royal 
perfon,  they  or  he  fhould  exercife 
all  the  functions  of  fovereignty. 
He  ordered  hoft ilities  to  be  com¬ 
menced  the  moment  that  he  fhould 
be  compelled  to  proceed  to  the  in¬ 
terior  of  France;  and  laftly,  that 
in  fuch  cafe,  the  junta  fhould 
prevent  the  entrance  of  more  French 
troops  into  the  peninfula.  The 
fecond  decree  was  addreffed  to  the 
royal  council,  or  if  that  fhould  not 
exift,  to  any  chancery  or  audience. 
It  hated,  that  it  was  Ferdinand’s 
pleafure,  that  the  cortes  fhould  be 
aflembled  in  the  moft  convenient 
fituation,  and  that  they  fhould  be 
immediately  and  exclulively  oc¬ 
cupied  in  directing  the  levies  and 
fubfidies  neceffarv  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  and  that  they  fhould 
be  permanent  for  what  might  after¬ 
wards  occur.  Thefe  decrees  reached 
one  of  the  members  of  the  junta ; 
after  the  refult  of  theconteft  ©n  the 
2d  of  May,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
prefidency  of  the  junta  to  Murat, 
that  member  declined  to  commu¬ 
nicate  them  to  the  reft  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  or  to  aft  upon  them  him- 
felf.  It  is  befides  reported,  that 
this  member  was  acquainted  by 
Ferdinand  with  his  refolution  to 
make  the  abfolute  ceffion  of  the 
crown  to  his  father,  by  means  of 
Don  Perez  de  Caftro,  who  was 
lent  offin  great  hafte  from  Bayonne, 
on  the  6th  of  May,  for  the  pur- 
purpofe  of  conveying  the  meffage, 
and  who  therefore  muft  have  arrived 
at  Madrid  foon  after  the  bearer  of 
the  decrees. 

Murat  being  appointed 
^  y  prefident  of  the  junta  in  the 
manner  related,  ifliied  a  de¬ 
cree,  in  the  name  of  that  body,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Madrid.  He 
.acquainted  them  that  their  tran¬ 
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quillity  would  thenceforth  be  un« 
alterable :  that  they  would  owe 
this  tranquillity  to  the  loyalty  of 
their  own  charafter ;  but  that  it 
would  be  more  allured  to  them 
by  the  confidence  infpired  by  the 
laws,  and  by  the  prudence  of 
zealous  magift rates,  to  whom  the 
execution  of  thofe  laws  was  com¬ 
mitted.  He  informed  them,  that 
in  obedience  to  the  diftates  of  hu¬ 
manity,  the  military  commiflion, 
rendered  neceffary  by  the  late 
events,  had  been  fuppreffed  ;  and 
that  thereafter  every  inhabitant, 
whole  conduft  had  caufed  him  to 
be  apprehended  by  the  French 
troops,  provided  that  he  had  not 
borne  arms  againft  them,  fhould  be 
immediately  given  over  to  his 
proper  judges,  and  be  tried  by 
them;  and  even  if  he  had  borne  arms 
againft  the  French,  that  a  judge  n©« 
minated  by  the  competent  tribunal 
of  the  nation  fhould  always  affifl  in 
regulating  the  whole  of  the  pro. 
cefs  againft  the  accufed,  till  fen- 
fence  was  pronounced.  Every  in¬ 
dividual  who  fhould  have  juft  com¬ 
plaints  to  make,  was  allured  that, 
on  addreffing  hiinfeif  to  the  judge  of 
police,  he  would  obtain  immediate 
juftice.  But  it  was  notified,  that 
the  order  againft  introducing  fire¬ 
arms,  and  other  prohibited  weapons, 
into  the  city,  muft  be  enforced. 

On  the  fame  day  Murat  alfo 
publifhed  another  proclamation,  in 
his  own  name,  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  declared  that  the  2d  of  May 
would  be  a  day  of  mourning  to 
him  as  well  as  to  therafelves.  He 
called  on  the  nobles,  proprietors, 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mi- 
nifters  of  religion,  and  of  the  laws, 
to  exert  themfelves  to  prevent  fe- 
dition,  and  threatened  them  with 
the  vengeance  of  hi*  matter  if 
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French  blood  fhould  again  be  fpil- 
led.  He  informed  the  people  that 
Charles  IV.  and  his  fon  were  met  at 
Bayonne  to  fettle  with  the  emperor 
Napoleon,  the  fate  of  Spain  ;  but 
that  the  emperor  did  not  think 
proper  to  wait  the  ifl'ue  of  fuch  a 
momentous  deciffon,  to  make  known 
to  them  the  feelings  that  influenced 
him  in  the  behad'  of  a  magna¬ 
nimous  nation,  which  he  was  de- 
firous  of  preferving  from  a  revo¬ 
lutionary  crifis,  and  to  call  on  her 
to  eftablifh  fuch  political  inflitu- 
tions  as  were  belt  adapted  to  her 
charader.  Murat  added,  that  he 
was  charged  to  repeat,  that  the 
emperor  wifhed  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanifli  monarchy, 
which  fhould  not  lofe  a  Angle  vil¬ 
lage,  nor  fuffer  any  of  the  contri- 
butiors,  the  levy  of  which  were 
authorifed  by  the  laws  of  war,  but 
which  the  iil-i  mentioned  only 
would  fuppofe  applicable  to  an  ally. 

The  formidable  power  of  the 
inquifition  was  an  engine  too  con¬ 
venient  for  anfwering  the  purpofes 
of  Murat,  to  be  neglected  on  this 
occafion.  Accordingly,  by  his  di¬ 
rection,  thefupreme  council  of  that 
tribunal  fent  a  circular  letter  to  all 
the  inferior  courts,  exhorting  them 
to  life  their  utmofl  endeavours  to 
prefer ve  the  public  peace,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  renewal  of  exceffes,  which 
were  attributed  to  the  evil  defigns 
or  ignorance  of  though tlefs  men. 
It  was  faid,  therefore,  to  be  the 
duty  of  thofe  who  were  better  in- 
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formed  to  enlighten  the  people, 
and  to  deliver  them  from  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  an  error,  by  fhowing  them 
that  fuch  tumultuous  proceedings 
could  only  throw  the  country  into 
a  ftafe  of  convulfion,  by  tearing 
afunder  thofe  bonds  of  fubordi- 
oation  upon  which  the  happinefs  of 
Vq l,  L.  or  Vo l.  VIII,  New  S 


the  community  depended,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  feelings  of  humani  ys 
and  annihilating  all  confidence  in 
the  government,  to  which  alone  it 
belonged  to  give  a  uniform  direc¬ 
tion  and  impulfe  to  the  fentiments 
of  patriotifm.  The  ccndud  thus 
recommended  was  affirmed  to  be 
for  the  interelt  of  the  nation,  and 
didated  by  the  laws  of  hofpitality 
towards  friendly  officers  and  foL 
diers  who  injured  no  perfon,  and 
who  had  given  the  greatefl  proofs 
of  good  order  and  difcipline. 

A  letter  from  Charles  IV.  to 
the  council  of  Caftile  was  foon  af¬ 
terwards  publifhed,  by  which  he 
acquainted  them,  that  he  had  re- 
folved,  in  the  prefent  extraordinary 
circumflances,  to  give  a  new  proof 
of  his  affedion  towards  his  beloved 
fubjeds,  whofe  happinefs,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  had 
been  the  objed  of  his  folicitude. 
He  had  therefore  abdicated  all  his 
claims  upon  the  Spanilh  kingdoms 
in  favour  of  his  friend  and  al \y$ 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  by  a 
treaty  which  flipulated  for  the  in¬ 
dependence  and  integrity  of  Spaine 
An  addrefs  from  Ferdinand,  his 
brother  Don  Carlos,  and  his  uncle 
Don  Antonio,  to  the  Spaniards, 
was  alfo  made  public.  This  paper 
ftated,  that  foon  after  his  arrival 
at  Bayonne,  Ferdinand  was  unex- 
pededly  apprifed  that  his  father 
had  protefted  againfl:  his  ad  of  ab¬ 
dication,  declaring  that  it  was  not 
voluntary  ;  and  that  when  he  was 
informed  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a 
proteff,  his  fenfe  of  filial  duty  in- 
flantly  determined  him  to  give 
back  the  throne.  “  A  Ihort  time 
afterwards,  however,  the  king  his 
father  abdicated  the  crown  in  his 
own  name,  and  that  of  his  whole 
race,  in  favour  of  the  emperor  of 
hues,  [iV]  the 
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the  French,  in  order  that  the  em¬ 
peror,  confulting  the  good  of  the 
nation,  (hould  determine  the  perfon 
and  dynafty  who  fliould  occupy  it. 
The  Spaniards  might  affure  them- 
f elves,  that  by  their  zeal  to  con¬ 
form  their  fentiments  to  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  they  would  give  their 
prince,  and  the  two  infants,  the 
Hrongeft  proof  of  their  loyalty  ; 
in  like  manner,  as  their  royal  high- 
neffes  gave  them  the  greateft  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  paternal  affedtion, 
by  renouncing  all  their  rights,  and 
facrificing  their  own  interefts,  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  Spaniards,  the 
foie  objeft  of  their  wiflies.” 

Murat  having  fignified  to  the 
junta  Buonaparte’s  defire,  that  they 
fhould  requeft  him  to  nominate  his 
brother  Jofeph  king  of  Spain,  that 
.  _  body  immediately  complied 

ay  with  Napoleon’s  propofal. 

The  council  of  Caftile, 
though  at  firft  it  hefitated  to  obey 
Murat’s  injunction,  deputed  four 
of  its  members  to  attend 
the  French  ruler  at  Bay- 
onne,  and  to  deliver  to  him  a 
letter,  Hating  in  fubftance,  that  if 
the  king  of  Spain  was  to  be  chofen 
from  the  imperial  family,  they 
hoped  he  would  give  the  preference 
to  the  king  of  Naples,  Jofeph  Na¬ 
poleon.  The  municipality  of  Ma¬ 
drid  expreffed  the  fame  fentiments 
in  an  addrefs  to  Murat.  To  give 
a  Iketch  of  thefe  documents  would 
be  tedious ;  it  is  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  language  of  them 
was  as  fervile  as  dependence  could 
ufe,  or  tyranny  expedt  to  receive. 
The  fame  obfervation  applies  to  a 
letter  from  the  cardinal  de  Bourbon, 
archbilhop  of  Toledo,  the  only 
male  branch  of  the  royal  family 
that  remained  in  the  kingdom, 
who  promifed  Buonaparte  to  obey 


as  his  fovereign  whomfoever  he 
might  appoint  to  reign  over  Spain. 

When  the  French  ruler  had  ob¬ 
tained  thefe  inftruments,  he  con¬ 
voked  an  affembly  of  notables  to 
fix  the  bafis  of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  made  a  decree  for 
continuing-  Murat  in  the 
office  of  lieutenant-general 
of  the  kingdom,  and  confirming, 
for  the  prefent,  the  conftituted  au¬ 
thorities.  He  alfo  lent  an  addrefs 
to  the  Spaniards,  to  this  effeft  : 
t(  Spaniards,  after  a  long  lingering 
difeafe,  your  nation  funk  to  decay. 

I  have  feen  your  fufferings  ;  1  will 
relieve  them.  Your  greatnefs  makes 
a  part  of  mine.  Your  princes 
have  ceded  to  me  all  their  rights 
to  the  Spanifa  crown.  I  will 
not  reign  over  your  provinces ;  but 
I  will  acquire  an  eternal  right  to 
the  love  and  gratitude  of  your  pof- 
terity.  Your  monarchy  is  old ;  it 
muft  be  reftored  to  youth,  that  you 
may  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a  reno¬ 
vation,  which  {hall  not  be  purchafed 
by  civil  war  or  calamity.  Spa¬ 
niards,  I  have  convened  a  general 
affembly  of  the  deputies  of  your 
provinces  and  towns,  that  I  may 
know  your  defires  and  wants.  I 
{hall  lay  down  my  rights,  and 
place  your  illuftrious  crown  upon 
the  head  of  one  who  refembles  me, 
fecuring  to  you  a  conftitution  which 
will  unite  the  falutary  power  of 
the  fovereign  with  the  liberties 
and  rights  of  the  Spanilh  nations 
It  is  my  will  that  my  memory 
{hall  be  bleffed  by  your  lateft  pof- 
terity ;  and  that  they  fhall  fay 
- — He  was  the  reftorer  of  our  coun¬ 
try.” 

No  fooner  were  thefe  various 
proceedings  known  in  the  different 
provinces  of  Spain,  than  a  fpirit 
of  patriotic  indignation  pervaded 
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the  whole  country.  The  idea  of 
being  tamely  transferred  by  their 
perfidious  government  at  Madrid^ 
to  the  dominion  of  an  adventurer, 
flung  the  pride,  and  roufed  the 
dormant  dignity  of  the  people. 
Although  Afturias  and  Galicia 
firft  took  meafures  to  counteract 
the  defigns  of  the  haughty  op- 
preffor,  the  other  provinces  became 
animated  with  the  fame  ardour  in 
fuch  rapid  fucceffion,  as  to  prove 
that  one  common  fentiment  of  in¬ 
dependence  aaimated  every  divifion 
of  the  kingdom.  In  the  princi¬ 
pal  cities  of  moil  of  the  provinces, 
juntas  were  fpeedily  formed  for 
the  provifional  adminiflration  of 
affairs,  and  to  direCl  the  energies 
of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  affem- 
blies  publilhed  proclamations  and 
addreffes  to  their  countrymen,  in¬ 
citing  them  to  defend  their  rights, 
and  vindicate  their  infulted  honour. 
They  recalled  to  their  recollection 
the  heroic  aClions  of  their  anceftors, 
and  the  noble  ftruggles  which  they 
had  maintained  againft  the  Moors 
in  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  re¬ 
ligion.  The  daring  and  faithlefs 
conduCl  of  Buonaparte  was  painted 
with  all  the  correCtnefs  of  truth, 
but  in  the  mod  glowing  colours. 
The  artifices  by  which  he  had 
drawn  the  Spanilh  troops  to  the 
north  of  Europe,  and  decoyed  the 
royal  family  to  Bayonne,  were 
placed  in  the  ftrongeft  light.  “  It 
is  better,”  faid  the  junta  of  Galicia, 
<(  to  die  in  defence  of  our  religion 
and  fire-fides,  and  in  our  own 
country,  than  to  be  led  bound  to 
daughter,  in  order  to  fatisfy  inor¬ 
dinate  ambition.  The  French  con- 
fcription  awaits  us.  If  we  do  not 
ferve  our  kingdom,  we  fhall  go 
and  die  in  the  north.  We  lofe 
nothing.  For  even  if  we  fhould 
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be  unfuccefsful,  we  fhall  have  freed 
ourfelves  by  a  glorious  death  from 
the  galling  chains  of  a  foreign 
yoke.  Fly  to  arms  to  afilil  yosar 
countrymen  to  refcue  your  king 
from  captivity  ;  to  reilore  to  your 
government  liberty,  energy,  and 
vigour  ;  to  preferve  your  lives  and 
thefe  of  your  children  :  to  maintain 
the  right  of  enjoying  and  difpofing 
of  your  property  ;  to  affert  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  your  native  foil ;  and 
above  all,  to  defend  your  facred 
religion.  Employ  the  arms  which 
Ihe  tenders,  nerve  your  minds  with 
the  fear  of  God  ;  implore  the  aid  of 
the  immaculate  conception,  and  of 
the  glorious  St.  Jacob,  our  patron; 
and  confident  of  fuccefs  in  io  glo¬ 
rious  an  undertaking,  rulh  forth  to 
grafp  the  victory  which  is  prepared 
for  you  by  their  interceffion,  and 
the  jufticeof  your  caule  !”  ((  Shall 
there  be  found  among!!  us,”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  Afturians,  a  fingle 
man  who  prefers  the  vile  and  ig¬ 
nominious  death  of  a  have  to  the 
glory  of  dying  in  the  field  of  ho¬ 
nour,  with  arms  in  his  hand,  de¬ 
fending  our  unfortunate  monarch, 
our  homes,  our  children,  and  our 
wives  ?  If,  at  the  very  moment, 
when  the  hordes  of  French  ban¬ 
ditti  were  receiving  the  kindeft 
offices  and  favours  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  our  capital,  they  mur¬ 
dered  in  cold  blood  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  people,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  having  defended  their 
infulted  brethren,  what  could  we 
expeCl  from  them,  if  we  (hould 
fubmit  to  them  ?  They  have  pro¬ 
faned  our  temples ;  they  have  in¬ 
fulted  our  religion  ;  they  have  aF 
failed  our  wives;  in  fine,  they 
have  broken  all  promifes,  and  there 
exifts  no  right  which  they  have 
not  violated. The  addreffes  of 
[A  2]  other 
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other  aflemblies  were  not  iefs  fpi~ 
rited,  they  forcibly  con  traded  the. 
war  which  they  exhorted  the  pa¬ 
triots  to  wage  for  the  fake  of  every 
thing  that  was  dear  to  man,  with 
the  wars  undertaken  by  the  French 
ruler  from  a  lull  of  power.  Appeals 
were  made  to  the  clerical  orders  to 
contribute  fupplies  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  common  caufe  ;  nor 
were  the  appeals  vain,  for  the  clergy 
■voluntarily  made  facrifices  to  fup- 
port  it. 

The  captain-general  of  Aragon 
endeavoured  to  extinguifh  the  pa¬ 
triotic  blase  which  broke  forth 
in  that  country,  and  attempted 
to  difarm  the  people,  but  they 
fee  tired  his  perfon  and  imprifoned 
him.  The  citizens  of  Zaragoza, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages  conferred  the 
government  of  the  province  on 
Don  Jofe'ph  Pelafox,  who  had  made 
his  efcape  from  Bayonne  to  his 
country-feat  in  difguife.  Pelafox 
was  the  voungeft  brother  of  the 
marquis  de  Lazan,  was  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  held  a  com- 
m ?  ffi  o  n  in  th  e  S  p  a  n  i  fh  g  u  a  rd  s .  A  r  a  - 
gon  was  at  this  period  furrounded 
by  enemies.  The  paffes  of  the 
Pyrenees,  leading  from  France 
into  the  heart  of  the  province, 
were  open  ;  Navarre  and  Catalo¬ 
nia  were  entirely  in  the  power  of 
the  French  ;  and  Murat,  with  the 
main  body  of  the  French  army, 
domineered  over  the  two  Caftiles. 
In  thefe  dangerous  eircum ‘lances, 
Pelafox  boldly  declared  in  his 
rnanifefto,  that  the  French  empe¬ 
ror,  all  the  individuals  ofhis  fami¬ 
ly,  and  every  French  general  and 
officer  fhould  be  perfonaily  re- 
fponfible  for  thefafety  of  the  king, 
and  of  his  brother  and  uncle; 
that  in  cafe  any  violence]  fhould 


be  attempted  againfl  lives  fo  valu¬ 
able,  in  order  that  Spain  might 
not  be  without  a  king,  the  nation 
would  make  ufe  of  its  eledive 
right  in  favour  of  the  archduke 
Charles  as  nephew  of  Charles  III. 
in  cafe  that  the  prince  of  Sicily, 
tire  infant  Don  Pedro,  or  the  other 
heirs  fhould  not  be  able  to  affume 
the  crown ;  that  if  the  French 
troops  committed  robberies,  de- 
vaftation,  or  murder,  either  in 
Madrid  or  any  other  town  in¬ 
vaded  by  them,  they  fhould  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  guilty  of  high  treafon, 
and  no  quarter  fhould  be  given  to 
any  of  them;  that  all  tranfadions 
which  had  hitherto  taken  place 
fhould  be  efteemed  as  null  and 
void,  and  all  who  fhould  take  an 
adive  part  in  the  like  tranfadions 
fhould  be  deemed  traitors  to  their 
country  ;  that  all  deferters  of  the 
French  army  who  fhould  prefent 
themfelves,  fhould  be  admitted  in 
Aragon,  treated  with  generofity, 
and  fu fibred  to  enlift  in  the  Spanifli 
troops.  He  alfo  invited  all  the 
other  provinces  not  invaded  by 
the  enemy  to  fend  deputies  to  Ter- 
mal,  or  any  other  fuitable  place, 
to  nominate  a  lieutenant-general, 
whofe  orders  fhould  be  obeyed  by 
the  particular  chiefs  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  difl  rids. 

In  every  part  of  Spain,  except 
the  two  Cafiiles,  Catalonia,  and 
Navarre,  the  burft  of  patriotic 
feeling  difplayed  itfelf.  Some 
exceffes  were  committed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places  before  regular  aflem- 
blies  were  organifed,  but  a  fpirit 
of  order  quickly  fucceeded  to  ii- 
ceiictoufnefs. 

The  junta  of  Seville  was  con- 
fHtuted  on  the  27th  of  May,  and 
on  this  affembly  the  other  pro- 
vifional  authorities,  by  tacit  con- 

feat. 
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fent,  conferred  the  fupreme  direc¬ 
tion  of  affairs.  Seville  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  well  calculated  to  be  the 
feat  of  government  on  this  occa- 
fion,  on  account  of  many  advanta¬ 
ges  which  Andalufia  had  at  the 
time  over  other  provinces.  It 
pofTefTed  the  only  foundry  for  can¬ 
non  in  the  kingdom  ;  it  abounded 
in  arms  and  military  {fores  ;  more 
veteran  trooos  were  collected  in 
it  than  in  other  parts  ;  and  inde¬ 
pendently  of  its  numerous  popu¬ 
lation  and  wealth 3  it  was  remote 
from  the  influence  of  the  French 
armies.  The  junta  having  pro¬ 
claimed  Ferdinand  as  their  king, 
in  his  name  declared  war  againfl 
France.  They  eflablifhed  fubor- 
dinate  juntas  in  all  cities  and 
towns  fubjeft  to  their  jurifdiftion, 
con  fill  in  o  of  2000  or  more  houfe- 

O 

holders  ;  and  thefe  corporations 
were  to  enliff  all  the  inhabitants 
from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  that  of 
forty-five,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
country.  They  next  publiflied 
their  admirable  rules  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  hof- 
tiiities  that  were  to  be  commenced 
againft  the  French,  under  the  title 
of  precautions.  The  fir  ft  objeft 
which  they  recommended  was,  the 
avoidance  of  all  general  actions, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  war  of  par- 
tifans,  by  embarraffing  and  waf¬ 
ting  the  enemy’s  armies  for  want  of 
provifions,  by  deftroying  bridges, 
throwing  up  intrenchments  in  pro¬ 
per  fituatjons,  and  other  fimilar 
means.  The  fituation  of  Spain, 
its  numerous  mountains,  its  rivers 
and  torrents,  and  even  the  colloca¬ 
tion  of  its  provinces,  they  juffly 
obferved,  pointed  out  this  fpecies 
of  warfare  as  the  moil  advanta¬ 
geous.  1 1  was  neceffary,  they  faid, 
that  each  province  fliouid  have  its 
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general  ;  but  in  order  to  fecure  an 
union  of  plan  and  enterprife,  it  was 
indifpenfable  that  there  fnould  be 
three  generahflimos  adding  in  con¬ 
cert  with  each  other one  who 
fhould  command  in  the  four  king¬ 
doms  of  Andalufia,  in  Murcia,  and 
Lower  Eftremadura — another  in 
Galicia,  Upper  Eftremadura,  Old 
and  New  Caftde,  and  Leon — a 
third  in  Valencia,  Aragon,  and 
Catalonia. 

They  obferved  that  each  of  thefe 
generals  and  generaliffimos  ought  to 
form  an  army  of  veterans,  troops, 
and  peafantry  uni  ted,  and  avai1  him- 
felfofevery  opportunity  to  aiLiil  the 
enemy,  to  fuccour  the  points  moft 
expofed,  always  maintaining  com¬ 
munications  with  the  other  com¬ 
manders.  Madrid  and  La  Mancha 
required  an  efpecial  general,  whofe 
only  objeft  mufh  be  to  harafs  the 
enemy,/  take  away  or  cut  off 
his  {applies,  attack  him  in  flank 
and  rear,  and  not  to  leave  him  a 
moment  of  repofe.  The  generals 
of  the  North  and  Eaft  were  to 
block  up  the  entrances  from  France, 
and  even  from  Portugal,  into  the 
provinces  under  their  command. 
The  circulation  of  frequent  pro¬ 
clamations  was  advlfed,  in  order  to 
flimulate  and  preferve  the  courage 
and  loyalty  of  the  people ;  and 
perfons  of  education  were  ad- 
monifhed  to  print  fhort  difeourfes 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  expofe 
the  falfehoods  of  the  parti-fans  of 
France.  Care  was  to  be  taken  to 
explain  to  the  nation,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  it  that  when  freed  from  war, 
and  when  Ferdinand  was  reflored 
to  the  throne,  u  under  him  and 
by  him  the  cortes  would  be  affem- 
bled,  abufes  reformed,  and  fuch 
laws  enabled  as  the  circumftances 
of  the  times  and  experience  might 
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dictate  for  the  public  good  and 
happinefs/5 

The  a  fie  mb  ly  addrefied  the 
'  people  of  Madrid  in  the 

29*  moft  cordial  terms.  Se¬ 
ville/'  faid  they,  ffbas  learned 
with  confternation  and  furor  lie  the 
dreadful  cataftrophe  which  has  oc¬ 
curred  in  your  city.  She  has 
feen  with  horror  the  weaknefs  of 
a  government  which  did  nothing 
in  your  favour,  and  which  ordered 
arms  to  be  directed  again (f  you. 
The  Spanifii  blood  filed  in  Madrid 
calls  aloud  for  vengeance  !  Com¬ 
fort  yourfelves,  we  are  your  bre¬ 
thren.  Affift  us  with  your  good 
wifties,  and  your  continual  prayers 
offered  up  to  the  Moil  High,  who 
can  never  forfake  us,  becaufe  he 
never  forfakes  thofe  whole  motives 
are  juft.  Should  any  favourable 
opportunity  offer,  exert  yourfelves 
as  valiant  Spaniards,  to  fhake  off 
the  ignominious  yoke  impofed  on 
you,  with  the  daughter  of  fo  many 
of  your  innocent  fellow-citizens, 
and  with  a  perfidy  deleft  able  be¬ 
yond  example/5 

Amongft  the  documents  fet  forth 
at  this  time  were  feveral  diredi 
appeals  to  the  French.  They  were 
told  that  they  no  longer  poffeffed 
cither  laws  or  liberty  ;  that  with 
ft  reams  of  their  blood  they  had 
been  compelled  to  enilave  Europe, 
and  to  become  the  inftruments  of 
fraud,  treachery,  and  ingratitude. 
They  were  invited  to  withdraw 
from  the  banners  of  tyranny,  de¬ 
gradation,  and  injuftice,  and  to 


enlift  under  thofe  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  would  receive  them  with  open 
arms,  and  whofe  cauf?  was  holy. 
The  fame  language  was  held  to 
the  Italians,  Germans,  Poles,  and 
Swifs,  ferv  ing  in  the  F  nmch  armies. 
They  were  reminoed  that  they 
had  been  defpolled  of  every  thing 
which  they  regarded  as  facred,™ 
robbed  of  their  property,  their 
freedom,  and  dragged  from  iheir 
families  and  their  country.  “  Come 
to  us/5  faid  the  Spanifii  chiefs, 
(e  and  you  fhall  meet  with  valour, 
generofify,  and  good  faith/5 
The  Spaniards  in  their  prefent 
circumftances  looked  to  Great 
Britain  for  afliftance.  Deputies 
from  Afturias  arrived  in  England 
on  the  9th  of  June,  to  folicit  fuc- 
cour.  They  did  not  requeft.  any 
military  force  to  aid  them,  as  they 
declared  it  was  not  requifite,  but 
money,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
clothing  ;  and  thefe  were  furrifhed 
by  the  Britifh  miniftry  in  abund¬ 
ance,  as  well  as  with  expedition. 
The  Englifh  nation  welcomed  the 
deputies  of  Afturias,  and  thofe  of  the 
other  Spanifii  provinces  who  foon 
afterwards  reached  London,  with 
every  demcnftration  of  hofpitalitv 
and  enthuftaftic  fympathy  in  their 
caufe.  The  fupplies.  which  they 
required  were  afforded  to  them 
with  friendly  zeal  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  July, 
an  order  of  council  announced, 
that  all  hoftilities  with  Spain 
fhould  immediately  ceafe. 


CHAP.  XII. 


The  Spanifh  patriots  open  communications  nxoith  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Gib¬ 
raltar ,  and  the  Britijh  admiral  on  the  Cadiz  Jlation .  The  inhabitants  of 
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Cadiz  put  the  Marquis  de  Solano  to  death ,  on  account  of  his  adherence  to 
Buonaparte.  The  command  in  that  part  of  Spain  ajfumed  by  Don  Thomas 
Morla.  Capture  of  the  trench  feet  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  by  the 
Spaniards .  General  Dupont  enters  And  ah  fa  with  a  body  of  French 
forces:  he  takes  and  plunders  Cordova ,  Operations  of  the  Spaniards  under 
General  Cafanos.  Rattle  of  Baylen ,  in  which  the  French  are  defeated „ 
The  French  furrender  on  condition  that  they  fhould  be  fent  to  France  by 
fea  ;  but  the  engagement  is  broken  by  the  Spaniards ,  and  the  French  troops 
are  detained  as  pr  if  oners  of  war .  Expedition  of  General  Moncey  to 
Valencia  :  he  attacks  the  city ,  but  is  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the  inhabitants  i 
Moncey  retires  from  the  province  with  confderable  lofs  of  men .  Pro¬ 
ceeding  s  of  General  Lefebvre  in  Aragon .  Siege  of  Zaragoza :  heroic 
defence  of  the  citizens :  animated  conduct  of  the  womCtr :  bravery  of 
Aug- f  via  Zaragoza .  The  French  gain  pejfejfon  of  half  the  city  :  the 
conflicts  maintained  by  both  parties  with  great  Jlaughter.  The  Zarago¬ 
zans  gradually  recover  their  loft  ground .  Lefebvre  abandons  the  flege . 
Tranfadiions  at  Zaragoza  after  the  retreat  of  the  French.  The 
Spaniards  commanded  by  General  Cuefla  defeated  at  Medina  del  Rio  Secos 
by  General  Lafolles .  Their  retreat  ably  covered  by  General  Blake .  In* 
effedlual  attempts  of  Marjhal  BeJJieres  to  win  Blake  over  to  the  French e 
Blake  appointed  Governor  and  Captain-general  of  Galicia.  Exertions 
of  the  Bijhop  of  St.  Andero  in  the  cauje  of  independence.  The  patriots 
obtain  pfl'Jflon  of  many  of  the  ports  in  the  Bay  of  B  if  cay.  The  French 
enter  St.  Andero ,  which  they  afterveards  pillage  and  quit .  Proceedings 
at  Bayonne.  Arrival  of  f  of eph  Buonaparte .  Deputations  of  the  Spanijh 
Grandees  and  public  bodies  ajfcmbled  in  that  city  prefent  addreffes  to  him • 
Proclamation  of  the  Grandees  to  the  people  of  Spain .  Convention  of 
Notables  :  condudi  of  that  affembly.  A  conflitution  for  Spain  fubmitted 
to  it y  and  approved.  The  members  of  the  convention  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  J  of  eph  Buonaparte.  Murat  conflituted  king  of  Naples. 
Jofeph  appoints  his  miniflersy  and  fets  out  for  Spain.  He  enters  Madrid 
and  is  proclaimed  king.  Intelligence  of  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  French 
in  the  South  ef  Spain ,  and  of  the  advance  of  the  Andaluflan  and  Valen - 
cian  forcesy  reaches  the  Capital.  Several  Grandees  and  other  perfons  of 
diflindiion  abandon  the  nfurper ,  and  make  their  efcape  from  Madrid . 
Alarm  and  flight  of  Jofeph.  Madrid  totally  evacuated  by  the  French 
troops.  Meajures  taken  by  Buonaparte  for  fe curing  the  Spanijh  colonies , 
count  era  died  by  the  activity  of  the  naval  commanders  of  Great  Britain . 
Mo  ft  ef  the  colon ifls  embrace  the  opinions  of  the  Spanijh  juntas.  Tempo - 
rifeng  policy  of  Lmiers.  His  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  The  Spanijh  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Romanaf 
ftationed  in  the  Danifh  Iflandsy  liberated  by  Admiral  Keats ,  and  fent  to  the 
Reninfnla. 


A  T  the  lame  time  that  the 
Spanifh  patriots  fent  envoys 
to  England,  the  people  of  Anda- 
lufia  opened  communications  with 


Sir  Ilew  Dairy mple,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  of  Gibraltar,  and  admiral 
Purvis,  who  commanded  the  Bri~ 
tifh  fleet  on  the  Cadiz  ftation  ; 

and 
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and  thefe  officers,  confident  that 
their  conduct  would  be  approved 
by  government,  without  waiting 
for  inftru&ions,  gave  every  a f- 
fi fiance  to  the  Spaniards  which 
the  crifis  demanded.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Cadiz  applied  to  ad¬ 
miral  Purvis  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  an  attack  on  the  French 
jquadron,  confuting  of  five  fail  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate,  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Roflilly ,  which 
lay  in  the  port.  When  admiral 
Purvis  appeared  before  Cadiz  in 
eonfequence  of  this  invitation,  it 
was  found  that  the  marquis  de 
Solano,  the  governor  of  the  place, 
far  from  entering  into  the  defigns 
of  his  countrymen,  wiflied  to  re- 
prefs  their  ardour,  and  render  them 
fubfervient  to  France.  Enraged 
at  his  bafenefs,  the  people 
refe  and  furrounded  his  pa- 
lace,  uttering  the  molt 
dreadful  menaces.  Solano  en¬ 
deavoured  to  appeafe  the  multi¬ 
tude  by  fpeaking  to  them  Com  a 
balcony  ;  but  as  he  counfelled 
them  to  fubrnit  to  the  French, 
and  allured  them  that  the  power 
of  Buonaparte  was  irrefiftible,  they 
forced  the  gates  of  the  manfion, 
and  put  him  to  death.  The  direc¬ 
tion  of  affairs  was  taken  by  Don 
Thomas  de  Morla,  who  had  given 
considerable  proofs  of  capacity  and 
decifion  as  an  officer.  Morla  im¬ 
mediately  adopted  meafures  for 
forcing  the  French  admiral  to  fur- 
render.  ■  Roflilly  in  the  meantime 
withdrew  his  fnips  out  of  the 
reach  oi  the  batteries,  and  took  a 
defective  pofition  in  the  channel, 
where  he  hoped  to  maintain  him- 
felf  agair.fi  the  Spanifh  gun-boats, 
until  he  fhould  be  relieved  by  the 
French  forces,  which  he  expeded 
would  be  difpatched  to  fuccour 


him  ;  but  he  offered  to  quit  the 
bay,  if  admiral  Purvis  would  fuffer 
him.  This  propofal  and  others 
which  he  made  to  gain  time,  were 
rejected  by  Morla,  who  demanded 
an  unconditional  furrender,  though 
he  paid  a  handfome  compliment  to 
Roflilly  for  his  exertions  to  fave 
his  fleet.  Lord  Collingvvood  hav¬ 
ing  reached  Cadiz  to  affume  the 
command  before  that  place,  now 
tendered  his  fervices  for  promoting 
the  object  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but 
actuated  by  a  fpiric  of  national 
honour,  they  declined  his  co-ope¬ 
ration,  being  determined  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  French  fleet  by  their  own 
efforts.  Batteries  had  heen  con- 
fir  uded  on  the  ifle  of  Leon  and 
near  fort  Louis  ;  the  fire  from 
thefe  opened  on  the  9th  of  June, 
and  the  gun-boats  proceeded  to 
a  (Tail  the  enemy  ;  after  a  conteft 
of  three  days,  Roflilly  thought 
himfelf  jufiified  in  yielding  to 
the  force  brought  againft  him  with¬ 
out  any  conditions. 

When  Murat  was  acquainted 
with  the  tranfactions  at  Seville 
and  Cadiz,  and  that  Caftancs, 
who  commanded  the  Spanifh  army 
before  Gibraltar  had  declared  for 
the  patriots,  he  detached  general 
Dupont  with  ten  thoufand  men  to 
reduce  Andalufia.  Dupont  croffed 
the  Sierra  Morena,  a  fiupendotis 
chain  of  mountains  which  feparates 
Eftremadura  and  New  Cafiile  from 
Andalufia,  and  touting  the  feeble 
force  oppofed  to  him,  entered  Cor¬ 
dova  without  much  reu fiance  on 
the  yrh  of  June,  which  he  fuf- 
fered  his  troops  ro  pillage.  Al¬ 
though  he  had  met  with  no  con- 
fiderahle  oppofition  in  his  pregrefs 
to  this  place,  the  villagers  now 
took  arms  and  occupied  all  the 
pafies  of  the  mountains,  by  which 

procedure 
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procedure  his  communications  with 
Madrid  were  threatened,  and  ge¬ 
neral  Caftanos  marched  againft 
him  at  the  head  of  about  five  and 
twenty  thoufand  men,  half  of  whom 
were  peafantry.  Alarmed  at  his 
perilous  fituation,  Dupont  fell  back 
on  the  16th  to  Andujar,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Guadalquivir, 
and  though  the  pofition  which  he 
occupied  was  ft  rong  in  itfelf, 
he  entrenched  himfelf  there  with 
great  sflidui ty .  Caftanos  acfting 
upon  the  principles  of  warfare 
recommended  by  the  council  of 
Seville,  reftrained  the  ardour  of 
his  troops  for  engagement,  and 
judiciouily  employed  them  in  ha- 
rafting  the  French,  cutting  oft  their 
fupplies,  and  gradually  hemming 
them  in.  Thefe  efforts  of  the 
Spanifh  general  were  zealoufty 
aftifted  by  the  armed  peafantry. 
They  intercepted  the  ammuni¬ 
tion,  the  provilions,  and  the  ftores 
of  the  hofpital  ftaff,  which  were 
fent  to  the  French  from  Toledo. 
Independently  of  conftantly  oppof- 
ing  the  fkirmifhing  parties  of  the 
Spaniards,  the  Frencli  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  reap  the  ftar.ding  corn 
and  make  it  into  bread,  for  all  the 
peafants  had  forfaken  their  hamlets 
and  the  cares  of  the  harveft.  Worn 
out  by  perpetual  fatigue,  they  were 
no  longer  capable  of  attending  to 
their  various  duties,  and  the  army 
as  well  as  the  general  became 
defperate.  Dupont  difpatched 
numerous  couriers  to  Madrid,  to 
apprifc  Murat  of  his  forlorn  con¬ 
dition  ;  and  fix  thoufand  troops 
under  general  Wedel  were  fent  to 
reinforce  their  countrymen.  On 
the  1 6th  of  July  the  French  forces 
were  thus  diftributed,  Dupont 


occupied  Andujar,  general  Gobert 
was  ftationed  at  Baylen  to  guard 
the  road  to  La  Carolina,  and  Wo 
del  extended  his  lines  from  Baylen 
to  Ubeda.  On  the  17th  the  Spa¬ 
niards  held  a  council  of  war,  and  it 
was  determined  in  order  to  mafic 
their  real  deftuns,  and  to  diftradt 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  that  a 
falfe  attack  fhould  be  made  on  the 
pofition  of  the  French  at  Andujar, 
while  major-general  Reding  and 
the  marquis  de  Campigni,  with 
their  united  divifions,  a  flailed  the 
hoftile  forces  at  Baylen.  The  plan 
thus  adopted  was  to  divide  the 
French  army  by  bearing  on  its  cen¬ 
tre,  and  is  admitted  by  an  excel¬ 
lent  F rench  officer  to  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  judicious  *.  Pveding  was 
completely  fuccefsful  in  his  enter- 
prife  at  Baylen,  which  he  carried 
on  the  morning  of  the  iSth,  and 
forced  Gobert  to  retreat  in  confu- 
fion  towards  La  Carolina.  Having 
reported  his  good  fortune  to  Caf¬ 
tanos,  he  was  directed  not  to  purfue 
the  retiring  brigades,  but  to  make 
a  flank  movement  on  Andujar, 
while  the  commander  in  chief  bore 
on  the  front  of  the  French  lines  in 
the  environs  of  that  city.  This 
able  project  was  unintentionally 
foiled  by  Dupont,  who  on  learning 
the  difafters  of  Gobert,  permitted 
his  troops  to  plunder  Andujar, 
abandoned  the  place  in  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day,  and  took  the  route 
of  Baylen.  Caftanos  was  informed 
of  Dupont’s  motions  at  two  in 
the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  he 
immediately  ordered  general  Pena 
to  foilow  the  French,  with  the 
view  that  they  might  thus  be  aflail- 
ed  in  front  and  rear. 

Dupont  hoping  to  take  the 
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Spaniards  at  Baylen  by  furprife, 
purfued  his  courfe  daring  the  night 
of  the  i  8th,  and  attacked  them  with 
great  fury  at  three  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  while  Reding,  in  purfuance  of 
his  orders,  was  making  his  arrange¬ 
ments  for  marching  on  Andujar. 
The  Spaniards  thus  fuddenly  en¬ 
gaged  were  nor,  however,  thrown 
into  confufion,  and  though  the  ene¬ 
my  advanced  under  a  tremendous 
fire  of  artillery,  took  their  feveral 
ftations  with  courage  and  compo- 
fure.  This  gallant  and  fteady 
conduct  reflects  the  higheft  credit 
both  on  the  men  and  officers,  as 
they  had  to  contend  with  veterans 
accuftomed  to  conquer,  and  from 
whofe  firft:  onfet  they  fuffered  moil 
feverely  in  cavalry  and  infantry. 
The  battle  was  maintained  until 
twelve  at  noon  without  any  inter- 
miflion,  except  for  the  purpofe  of 
forming  frefh  columns  and  direfting 
them  on  different  points ;  and  du¬ 
ring  this  period  the  French  made 
fix  charges  with  the  bayonet,  but 
were  repulfed,  notwithftanding 
they  feveral  times  pierced  the  lines 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  even  ap¬ 
proached  their  batteries.  The 
fortune  of  the  day  was  evidently 
again!!  the  French ;  but  Dupont 
determined  to  make  one  more  def- 
perate  effort.  Collefting  his 
columns,  he  made  a  feventh  charge 
at  their  head,  protected  by  his  ar¬ 
tillery.  This  completely  failed. 
He  had  now  loll  two  thoufand  men, 
and  was  himfelf  wounded.  At  two 
general  Pena,  with  his  divifion  of 
Spaniards,  entered  the  field  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  commenced  a  fpirited  fire 
on  the  enemy.  Perceiving  that  all 
oppofition  was  ufelefs,  Dupont  of¬ 
fered  to  furrender,  and  hoftiiities 
were  confequently  fufpended  ;  but 
during  the  truce,  general  Wedel, 


coming  up  with  fix  thoufand  French 
from  La  Carolina,  attacked  the 
Spaniards,  and  took  the  regiment  of 
Cordova  with  two  field  pieces  by 
furprife.  However  as  general  Pena 
began  to  make  preparations  to  re¬ 
new  the  eonftift,  Dupont  ordered 
Wedel  to  retreat  ;  but  as  a  punifn- 
ment  to  Wedel  for  his  difhonour- 
able  behaviour,  Caftanos  infilled 
that  not  only  he  and  his  troops, 
but  all  the  French  forces  between 
Baylen  and  the  Sierra  Morena, 
fhould  be  included  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion,  to  which  demand  Dupont  was 
forced  to  accede.  Before  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Baylen,  the  French  in  Anda- 
lufia  amounted  to  fourteen  thoufand 
men.  In  the  adtion  they  loft  above 
two  thoufand,  and  the  Spaniards 
about  twelve  hundred.  Caftanos 
at  firft  declared  that  Dupont  and 
his  divifion  muft  become  prifoners 
of  war,  though  he  confented  that 
Wedel  and  the  troops  under  him, 
fhould  be  fent  to  France  by  fea ; 
but  the  French  commander-in- 
chief  obftinately  refufed  to  fubmit 
to  thefe  conditions,  and  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  agreed  that  all  the  French 
forces  fhould  be  tranfported  to 
Rochefort. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  junta 
of  Seville  confidered  the  terms  thus 
granted  as  too  advantageous  to  the 
French,  and  that  they  therefore  re¬ 
fufed  to  ratify  them  :  it  is  certain 
that  the  engagement  entered  into 
by  Caftanos  was  broken,  and  that 
theFrench  were  detained  as  prifoners 
of  war.  The  junta  poffibly  con¬ 
ceived  it  to  be  impolitic  to  fend  fo 
large  a  hoftile  force  to  France, 
whence  it  might  immediately  march 
to  carry  on  the  war  in  fome  other 
part  of  the  peninfula  ;  hut  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  policy  cannot  juftify  the 
infra&ion  of  a  pofitive  agreement. 

The 
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The  French  had  indeed  behaved 
with  fo  much  rapacity  in  Andalufia, 
by  pillaging  the  towns  and  carry¬ 
ing  off  the  church  plate,  that  the 
people  in  general  were  highly  and 
juftly  exafperated  again!!  them  ; 
and  the  attempt  to  embark  them 
might  have  been  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  it  might  have  provoked  the 
fury  of  the  multitude.  The  appre- 
henfion  of  popular  violence  may 
palliate,  yet  cannot  excufe  this 
want  of  faith.  Dupont  does  not 
appear  to  have  applied  to  the  junta, 
but  he  wrote  on  the  fubjeft  to 
Morla,  who  in  reply  afferted  that 
he  had  not  the  veffels  to  tranfport 
the  troops,  and  if  he  had,  that  the 
English.  would  never  fuffer  the 
forces  to  land  in  France.  He  added 
that  neither  Caftanos  nor  Dupont 
could  think  that  the  capitulation 
would  be  executed  ;  for  the  objed 
of  the  firft  was  to  relieve  hiinfelf 
from  embarraffment,  and  that  of 
the  latter  to  obtain  conditions, 
which,  though  impoffible  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  would  do  honour  to  his  fur- 
render  :  that  each  had  obtained 
what  he  defired,  and  that  nothing 
remained  but  to  fubmit  to  the  im¬ 
perious  law  of  neceffity. 

The  victory  which  the  Spaniards 
obtained  at  Baylen  was  extremely 
advantageous  to  the  caufe  of  the  pa¬ 
triots  in  every  part  of  the  peninfula, 
for  it  not  only  relieved  Andalufia 
from  thepreffureof  the  French  arms, 
but  by  opening  the  roads  to  the  north 
and  in  other  diredions,  enabled  the 
junta  of  Seville  to  eftablifh  more 
perfed  communications  with  various 
provinces  :  it  was  accordingly  ce¬ 
lebrated  by  that  affembly  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  with  great 
pomp  and  fplendour,  as  much  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  real  benefit  which  had 
accrued  from  it,  as  from  motives  of 


policy  to  Simulate  their  country¬ 
men  to  farther  exertions. 

General  Moncey  who  with  about 
fifteen  thoufand  men  had  been  fent 
by  Murat  to  overawe  the  foui.ii  eaft 
of  Spain,  for  fome  time  threatened 
both  the  provinces  of  Murcia  and 
Valencia.  The  paffes  of  the  Valen- 
cian  mountains  were  guarded  by 
fome  troops  of  the  line,  and  the 
army  of  Murcia  took  a  polition  at 
once  to  proted  its  own  territory, 
and  fuccour  the  Valencians  if  ne- 
ceffary.  Moncey  at  the  latter  end 
of  ]  une  fuddenly  pierced  through 
the  mountains  of  Valencia  in  fpite 
of  every  effort  to  refill  him,  drove 
back  general  Caro  who  attempted 
to  impede  his  progrefs  with  a  body 
of  provincials,  and  marched  dired- 
ly  towards  the  capital  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  junta  took  every  pre¬ 
caution  to  preferve  the  city  from 
failing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
the  different  gates  were  fecured  as 
well  as  circumftances  would  permit 
them  to  be,  the  entrances  to  the 
fireets  were  blocked  up  with  tim¬ 
ber,  and  all  the  inhabitants  were 
ordered  to  take  arms.  On  the  27  th 
the  French  were  attacked  by  Caro 
whom  they  defeated,  and  early  the 
next  day  they  appeared  before  Va¬ 
lencia,  when  Moncey  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  promifing  to  proted  the 
perfons  and  property  of  the  citizens, 
if  he  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
place  without  oppofition.  An  an- 
fwer  being  returned  that  the  Valen¬ 
cians  would  defend  themfelves  to 
the  lalt  extremity,  Moncey  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  the  city  by  force. 
The  approach  to  the  principal  gate 
was  through  a  broad  flreet  of  the 
fuburbs,  which  furround  the  old 
town,  and  as  the  Valencians  had 
fuppofed  that  the  aflault  would  be 
made  at  this  gate,  it  had  been  for¬ 
tified 
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sired  with  the  ureateft  care  and  at- 
^ention.  When  the  French  entered 
t  fie  ft  reef,  their  partition  peculiarly 
exported  them  to  efteifts  of  artillery, 
and  advantage  was  inftantly  taken 
©f  their  rafhneft.  The  gate  was 
thrown  open,  and  a  four-and-twen- 
ty  pounder  planted  before' it.  The 
ftre  from  this  piece,  and  feveral 
others  of  fmaller  calibre  mounted 
©n  the  walls  near  the  gate,  with 
in  cedant  vollies  of  mufquetry,  oc- 
cartoned  fuch  murderous  havoc 
among  ft  the  French,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  retire.  Thus  foiled, 
the  enemy  cannonaded  the  city 
from  one  till  eight  in  the  evening, 
he  then  afhdled  another  gate,  but 
withbht  fuccefs  ;  and  at  night  re¬ 
treated  to  his  camp  near  the  village 
of  Miflata,  about  two  miles  from 
Valencia.  Independently  ot  his 
lofs  of  men,  which  was  very  con- 
liderable,  Moncey  is  conjectured  to 
have  expended  almoft  all  the  amma- 
nit  ion  ofhis  artillery  in  this  enter- 
prife ;  under  thefe  circurnftances, 
and  befides  be  in?  aporehenfive  that 

«~>  t  i  < 

his  communication  with  Madrid 
might  he  cut  off,  he  withdrew  from 
the  province,  followed  by  Caro, 
who  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
liar  a  (line  him  in  his  march. 

o 

While  fuccefs  thus  fmiled  on  the 
patriots  in  the  fouth  of  Spain,  the 
friends  of  liberty  in  the  north  were 
ft  Haggling  againft  the  enemy.  Be¬ 
fore  any  effectual  plan  could  be  or- 
ganifed  for  the  defence  of  Aragon, 
general  Lefebvre  with  8000  infan¬ 
try  and  900  horfe  proceeded  from 
Pamplona  againft  Zaragoza,  After 
routing  the  armed  peafantry  com=* 
inanded  by  the  marquis  of  Lazan 
at  Tudela  and  Mallen  on  the  13th 
of  June,  Lefebvre  the  next  day 
reached  Alagon  within  fixteen 
miles  of  Zaragoza.  Here  he  de- 
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feated  the  citizens,  who  had  forced 
Pelafox  to  lead  them  againft  the 
enemy,  and  purfuing  them  almoft  to 
their  gates,  took  a  pofition  to  the 
fouth  of  the  city. 

Zaragoza  itands  in  an  open  plain 
which  is  covered  by  olive  grounds, 
but  is  commanded  by  an  eminence 
called  the  Torrero  about  a  mile  to 
the  fouth. weft.  It  has  twelve 
gates,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  wall 
calculated  only  to  mark  the  boun¬ 
daries,  which  the  Ebro  wafhes  on 
the  north.  Two  bridges  connect 
the  fuburbs  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  with  the  old  town.  The 
ft  reefs,  as  in  moft  of  the  Spaniffi 
cities,  are  narrow  and  crooked, 
but  one  of  them,  the  Cozo,  is 
wide  and  long ;  there  are  feveral 
open  market  places,  the  houfes, 
which  are  in  general  three  ftories 
high,  are  built  of  brick;  and  the 
churches  and  other  public  buildings 
are  formed  with  the  fame  material. 
It  has  been  computed  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  amount  to  60, coo. 

The  French  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  endeavoured  to  ftorm  the 
city  by  the  gate  called  Portillo 
with  their  main  body,  while  diffe.* 
rent  detachments  attacked  the  out- 
pofts.  The  Zaragozans  fought 
withintenfefury,  but  without  order. 
So  eager  were  they  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  enemy,  that  after 
one  difeharge  of  their  mulkets, 
they  rufhed  againft  him  with  their 
bayonets.  Their  artillery  haftily 
planted  before  the  gate  and  in  other 
places,  was  ferved  by  any  who 
thought  themfelves  capable  of  that 
duty  ;  and  even  military  orders 
were  given  by  perfons  not  regularly 
inverted  with  authority.  A  party 
of  the  French  having;  fucceeded  in 
getting  into  the  town,  were  over¬ 
powered  and  put  to  death.  The 

court  i^f 


HISTORY  OF  FURORE. 


cOnfiiT  was  maintained  with  the 
mmoft  fiercenefs,  until  Lefebvre 
thought  it  prudent  to  defift  from 
the  affault,  and  retreat.  His  lofs 
was  great  but  not  afcertained  : 
that  of  the  patriots  was  two  thou- 
land  men  killed  and  nearly  an  equal 
number  wounded.  'The  patriots 
following  the  French,  took  400 
of  their  cavalry  prifoners,  and 
twenty-feven  baggage  waggons  ; 
they  wifhed  to  continue  the  por¬ 
tent,  but  their  ardour  was  wifely 
retrained  by  Pelarox. 

Although  Lefebvre  had  retreat¬ 
ed,  it  was  evident  by  his  fubfe- 
quent  condudf,  that  he  intended  to 
renew  his  operations  againft  the 
city  ;  and  Felafox  loft  no  time  in 
endeavouring  to  procure  reinforce¬ 
ments.  Having  collected  fourteen 
hundred  foldiers  who  had  efcaped 
from  Madrid,  and  a  divifion  of  mi¬ 
litia  that  had  been  flattened  at  Ca- 
latayud,  he  perhaps  incautioufl'y 
liftened  to  their  urgent  entreaties 

o 

to  be  permitted  to  attack  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  marched  to  Epila  with 
the  defign  of  feizing  the  heights 

o  o  o 

on  which  the  village  of  la  Muela 
is  fituated,  and  by  thefe  means,  of 
cutting  off  the  fupplies  of  the 
French.  Lefebvre,  however,  pre¬ 
vented  all  his  plans,  by  a  fudden 
movement  on  Epila,  during  the 
night  of  the  23rd.  The  Spaniards 
fought  bravely,  but  were  over¬ 
whelmed  by  numbers  and  difcipline; 
being  difperfed,  a  fmall  party  with 
the  general  returned  to  Zaragoza, 
and  the  remainder  threw  themfelves 
into  Calatayud,  from  whence  they 
afterwards  contrived  to  reach  the 
former  city. 

The  French  joined  by  2,500 
men  under  general  Verdier,  and 
fome  battalions  of  Portuguefe,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  occupy  the  commanding 


petitions  round  Zaragoza,  and  id. 
veil  nearly  half  the  town.  On  the 
27th  they  made  an  ineffectual  at¬ 
tack  on  the  city  and  the  height  of 
the  Torrero,  in  which  they  Jofl 
800  men,  fix  pieces  of  artillery,  ami 
five  tumbrels  of  ammunition;  the 
next  day  they  renewed  their  endea¬ 
vours  againft  both  places  :  from 
the  city  they  were  repelled,  but 
they  obtained  poffeffion  of  the  Tor¬ 
rero  by  the  cowardice  of  an  artil¬ 
lery  officer,  who  fhamefuliy  aban¬ 
doned  his  poll  :  this  man  was  af¬ 
terwards  (hot  by  the  Aragonefe. 
In  confequence  of  the  furrender  of 
the  Torrero,  the  city  could  no 
longer  communicate  with  the  coun~ 
try  to  the  fouth. 

A  battering  train  having  arrived 
from  Pamplona,  the  French  began 
to  bombard  and  cannonade  the 
town.  The  Zaragozans  tore  down 
the  awnings  of  their  windows, 
converted  them  into  facks  which 
they  filled  with  fand,  placed  them 
in  the  form  of  batteries  before  the 
gates,  and  dug  trenches  round 
them.  They  planted  cannon  at 
every  commanding  point,  broke 
loop-holes  for  mufquetry  in  the 
mud  walls  and  intermediate  build¬ 
ings,  and  deftroyed  thehoufes,  olive 
grounds,  and  gardens  in  the  envi¬ 
rons,  where  they  impeded  the  ge¬ 
neral  defence.  The  women  ani¬ 
mated  and  ably  feconded  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  men  ;  they  formed  par¬ 
ties  for  relieving  the  wounded,  and 
for  carrying  rei  refitments  of  every 
kind  to  thofe  who  ferved  in  the 
batteries,  and  coolly  performed 
thefe  heroic  duties,  regardlefs  of 
the  fhot  and  (hells  which  fell 
around  them  :  amongft  thefe  pa¬ 
triotic  females,  the  young  and 
beautiful  countefs  Burita  greatly 
diftinguifhed  herfelf  by  inftituting 
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a  company  for  this  fervice.  Even 
the  children  were  employed  in  dif- 
tributing  cartridges,  which  were 
made  by  the  nuns  and  monks  :  fome 
of  the  latter  bore  arms,  others  at¬ 
tended  the  wounded,  and  exercifed 
their  fpiritual  functions  to  the  dy¬ 
ing.  In  the  night  of  the  28th,  by 
the  explofion  of  a  powder  magazine 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  two  hun¬ 
dred  perfons  were  killed,  and  four¬ 
teen  houfes  reduced  to  ruins.  This 
terrible  event  has  been  attributed 
to  treachery,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  fignal  to  the  French  to 
repair  to  fome  of  the  gates,  which 
it  was  agreed  fhould  be  given  up  to 
them  ;  but  the  opinion  that  fuch 
was  the  cafe  does  not  feem  to  reft 
on  any  folid  foundation.  The 
French  certainly  took  advantage  of 
the  calamity,  and  opened  a  fire  of 
howitzers,  cannon,  and  mortars  on 
the  befieged,  which  they  continued 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  next 
day.  Their  guns  were  principally 
brought  to  bear  on  the  gate  called 
Portillo,  and  the  fhowers  of  fhot 
thus  concentrated,  frequently  def- 
troyed  the  battery  of  fand-bags 
before  it,  which  was  as  conftantly 
again  formed  by  the  dauntlefs  and 
indefatigable  labour  of  the  Zarago¬ 
zans.  At  length,  the  vehement 
and  perpetual  difeharge  6f  the 
French  pieces  cleared  the  battery  : 
not  a  man  was  left  ftanding.  The 
citizens,  valiant  as  they  were, 
feemed  appalled,  and  unwilling  to 
enter  into  this  focus  of  deft  ru<ft  ion. 
At  this  critical  moment  Auguftina 
Zaragoza,  a  handfome  young  wo¬ 
man  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  fpot  with  refreftiments. 
Perceiving  the  confternation  which 
reigned  around  her,  Hie  fprang  for¬ 
ward  over  the  bodies  of  the  killed 


and  wounded,  {hatched  a  match 
from  the  hand  of  a  dead  matrofs, 
fired  off  a  fix-and-twenty  pounder, 
vaulted  on  the  gun,  and  made  a 
folemn  vow  never  to  quit  it  alive 
during  the  fiege.  This  exemplary 
heroifm  reanimated  her  country¬ 
men.  They  ruftied  into  the  bat¬ 
tery,  and  pointed  the  cannon 

againft  the  enemy  with  the  greateft 
effed.  The  French  were  repulfed 
from  this  point  with  dreadful  carn¬ 
age  ;  and  having  feverely  fuffered 
in  every  other  quarter,  they  retired. 
On  the  2nd  of  July  they  made 
another  attempt  to  force  their  way 
into  the  town  by  the  Portillo  :  ad¬ 
vancing  from  their  batteries  with 
fixed  bayonets  and  without  firing  a 
fhot,  they  approached  the  gate  ; 
but  being  received  with  a  heavy 
difeharge  of  grape  and  mufquetry, 
they  inftantly  difperfed,  and  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  their  officers  could  not  in¬ 
duce  them  to  make  a  fecond  effort. 
Another  column  was  dire&ed 
againft  the  gate  of  the  Carmen 
with  no  better  fuccefs.  Up  to  this 
period  the  enemy  had  continued  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro,  but  the 
river  being  tordable  above  the  city, 
on  the  1 1  th  he  puthed  acrofs  it,  and 
ftationed  a  force  on  the  oppofite 
fide  to  protedl  a  floating  bridge 
which  he  was  conftru&ing.  The 
bridge  was  finifhedon  the  14th,  al¬ 
though  the  Zaragozans  ufed  every 
endeavour  to  prevent  its  completion. 
The  French  cavalry  immediately 
paffed  over  to  the  left  bank,  and 
fcoured  the  country  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  deftroying  the  corn  mills, 
levying  contributions  on  the  vil¬ 
lages,  and  cutting  off  every  fupply 
from  the  city.  Still  Pelafox  found 
the  means  of  obviating  the  new  diffi¬ 
culties  which  prtffed  upon  him.  In 
various  parts  of  the  city,  he  or¬ 
dered 
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dered  corn  mills  to  be  ere&ed  which 
could  be  worked  by  horfes,  and 
employed  the  monks,  under  the  fu- 
perintendence  of  intelligent  perfons, 
in  manufacturing  gun  powder.  For 
this  purpofe  all  the  fulphur  which 
the  place  contained  was  colleCfed, 
the  foil  of  the  ftreets  was  carefully 
walked  to  ex  trad  the  nitre,  and 
charcoal  was  prepared  from  the 
fralks  of  hemp,  which  in  that  part 
of  Spain  grow  to  a  large  fize.  By 
this  procefs  244  pounds  avoirdu¬ 
pois  of  gunpowder  were  obtained 
per  diem. 

The  city  was  entirely  invefted 
at  the  end  of  July,  the  fupply  of 
provifions  had  for  fome  time  been 
fcanty,  and  the  inhabitants  had  fuf- 
fered  greatly  by  their  conftant  ex¬ 
ertions  againft  the  enemy  for  forty- 
fix  days.  A  defperate  but  ineffec¬ 
tual  effort  was  now  made  by  them 
to  recover  the  important  poll  of 
the  Torrero  ;  after  which  defpair- 
ing  of  fuccefs  in  any  fortie,  they 
refolved  to  remain  within  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  when  attacked, 
either  to  conquer  or  perifh  beneath 
its  ruins. 

The  city  was  bombarded  during 
the  night  of  the  2nd  of  Auguft  and 
the  following  day.  A  foundling 
hofpital,  which  contained  the  fick 
and  wounded,  caught  fire  and  was 
rapidly  confumed.  The  noble  hu¬ 
manity  of  the  beiieged  was  peculiar¬ 
ly  confpicuous  while  the  conflagra¬ 
tion  lafted.  No  one  thought  ofhis 
individual  affairs,  but  haftened  to 
convey  the  unfortunate  beings  in 
the  edifice  to  places  of  comparative 
fafety.  The  women  here  aifo  dif. 
tinguifked  themfelves  by  their  ge¬ 
nerous  contempt  of  danger ;  they 


aflifted  in  this  fervice,  undifmayed 
by  the  flames  and  falling  rafters  of 
the  building,  and  the  fhot  and 
(hells  of  the  enemy  which  fell  about 
them  in  profuflon.  On  the  4th  of 
Augufl  the  French  opened  batteries 
on  the  mud  walls  of  the  city  near 
the  convent  of  Saint  Engracia. 
The  walls  were  inftantly  levelled, 
and  the  convent  began  to  blaze  : 
the  French  rufhing  through  the 
aperture,  took  the  batteries  before 
the  adjacent  gates  in  reverfe,  pene¬ 
trated,  after  a  fanguinary  conreft, 
into  the  ftreet  called  Cozo,  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  be¬ 
fore  fun-fet  were  matters  of  the  halt 
of  Zaragoza.  Believing  his  ob¬ 
ject  to  be  accomplilhed,  Lefebvre 
demanded  a  furrender  by  a  note  to 
Pelafox,  conceived  in  the  following 
laconic  terms :  “  Head  Quarters, 
Saint  Engracia  :  Capitulation 
The  reply  of  the  Spanifh  general 
was  equally  brief  :  “  Head  Quar¬ 
ters,  Zaragoza  :  war  at  the  point 
of  the  knife  +.** 

The  deftruftive  operations  which 
were  afterwards  maintained  prefent 
a  lingular  trait  in  the  annals  of 
warfare.  The  French  eftablifhed 
themfelves  on  one  fide  of  the  Cozo, 
a  ftreet  about  ninety  feet  in  width, 
in  the  centre  of  which  general  Ver- 
dicr,  who  commanded  the  enemy 
in  the  town,  gave  his  orders  from 
the  convent  of  the  Francifcans* 
The  Zaragozans  occupied  the  op- 
pofite  fide,  and  threw  up  batteries 
at  the  openings  of  the  crofs  ftreets 
within  a  few  paces  of  thofe  eretfted 
by  the  French.  The  intervening 
fpace  was  foon  covered  with  dead, 
either  jflain  in  the  contefts  which 
occurred  in  the  ftreet,  or  killed  in 


*  Quartel-general,  Santa  Engracia.  La  Capitulaekm, 
f  Quaxtel-geuera),  Zamguza,  Guerra  al  euchilla 
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the  houfes,  from  the  windows  of 
which  the  bodies  were  thrown. 
On  the  5  th,  the  Zaragozans  per¬ 
ceived  that  their  ammunition  was 
nearly  exp- nded ;  but  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  occurrence  did  not  damp 
their  ardour.  '1  hey  crowded  round 
Felafox,  as  he  rode  through  the 
ftreers,  and  exclaimed  that  if  pow¬ 
der  fhould  fail  them,  they  were 
ready  to  refill  the  enemy  with 
their  knives.  At  fun-fet  they 
were  cheered  by  an  unexpected 
event.  Don  Francifco  Pel  a  fox, 
the  brother  of  their  heroic  general, 
entered  the  city  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  three  thoufand  men,  con¬ 
fining  of  Spanifh  guards,  Swifs, 
and  volunteers  of  Aragon,  bringing 
with  them  a  fupply  of  ammunition, 
arms,  and  provilions.  This  wel¬ 
come  reinforcement  and  aid  in 
warlike  f  ores  increafed  the  anima¬ 
tion  of  the  citizens.  The  conflict 
was  renewed  with  more  fury  than 
ever.  As  it  was  almoft  certain 
death  to  appear  by  day  light  near 
the  houfes  which  the  contending 
parties  had  occupied,  the  ftruggles 
chiefly  occurred  during  the  night, 
when  under  cover  of  the  darknefs, 
the  citizens  and  the  French  fre¬ 
quently  made  a  dafh  acrofs  the 
ftreet  againfl  each  other’s  batteries; 
and  the  contefts  there  commenced, 
were  often  carried  into  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  edifices.  The  Spaniards  held 
a  council  of  war  on  the  8th,  and  it 
was  refolved  that  the  quarters 
which  they  hill  pofleffed  fhould  be 
maintained  with  the  utmofl  firm, 
nefs  ;  but  fhould  the  enemy  at 
length  prevail,  that  the  people 
fhould  retire  by  the  bridge  over 
the  Ebro  into  the  fuburbs,  deflroy 
the  bridge,  and  defend  themfelves 
till  they  perifhed.  When  this  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  general  and  officers 


was  made  known  to  the  Zarago* 
zans,  a  burfl  of  applaufe  teftifled 
their  approval  of  it. 

The  conflict  was  thus  maintained 
from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  and  even  from  room  :o  room. 
From  the  putrefying  mafs  of  dead 
bodies  heaped  upon  the  pavement  of 
theCozo,  a  peftilence  was  dreaded; 
and  to  prevent  the  evil  fo  juftiy 
apprehended,  Pelafox  caufed  the 
French  prifoners,fecured  with  ropes, 
to  be  pufhed  forward  amongfl  the 
dead  and  dying,  to  remove  the 
bodies,  and  bring  them  from  the 
fpot  for  interment.  This  office 
was  a  common  benefit  to  both  par¬ 
ties,  and  the  prifoners  were  fpared 
in  the  execution  of  it  by  the  com. 
miferation  of  their  countrymen* 
although  no  truce  was  granted 
while  they  were  fo  employed. 

For  eleven  days  and  nights  the 
polls  of  the  combatants  were  fiercely 
difputed,  but  the  Zaragozans  gra~ 
dually  gained  ground,  and  reduced 
the  fpace  occupied  by  the  French 
from  one  half  of  the  city  to  an 
eighth  part  of  it.  On  the  night 
of  the  13th,  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  extremely  deflrudive ;  and 
when  the  difeharge  from  their  bat~ 
teries  had  ceafed,  many  parts  of 
the  buildings  which  they  occupied 
were  oblerved  to  be  in  flames.  As 
foon  as  it  became  light  the  next 
morning,  to  the  exceliive  aflonilh- 
ment  of  the  citizens,  the  French 
columns  were  feen  at  a  diflance 
retreating  over  the  plain,  on  the 
road  to  Pamplona.  Lefebvre  had 
been  influenced  to  withdraw  from 
the  city  by  the  intelligence  which 
he  had  received  of  the  difalters  of 
the  French  in  Andalufia  and  in 
Valencia ;  and  by  accounts  that 
the  junta  of  the  latter  province 
had  detached  fix  thoufand  men  to 

form 
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form  a  jundlion  with  forces  levied 
in  Aragon  to  relieve  Zaragoza. 

The  fortitude  of  the  citizens  was 
as  remarkable  after  their  danger 
was  over  as  during  its  continuance. 
Not  a  complaint  was  heard  from 
them,  on  account  of  the  calamities 
which  they  had  fuftained.  Parents 
who  had  loft  their  children,  and 
perfons  who  were  reduced  from  af¬ 
fluence  to  poverty,  controlled  their 
private  grief,  and  exulted  in  the 
public  fuccefs.  Ferdinand  was  pro¬ 
claimed,  a  board  of  health  was  ef- 
tablifhed  to  avert  the  effeds  of  con¬ 
tagion,  and  rewards  were  afligned 
to  fuch  as  had  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  fervice  of  patriot- 
ifm.  Auguftina  was  recompenfed 
in  a  peculiar  manner  :  befides  re¬ 
ceiving  the  daily  pay  of  an  artille¬ 
ryman,  (he  was  gratified  with  a 
penflon,  and  was  to  wear  a  fmall 
fhield  of  honour  embroidered  on 
the  fleeve  of  her  gown,  with  the 
word  Zaragoza  inferibed  upon  it. 

Murat  had  entrufted  the  duty  of 
keeping  open  the  communications 
between  Bayonne  and  Madrid  to 
marlhal  Beflieres,  who  detached 
general  Lafolles,  with  ten  thoufand 
infantry  and  two  thoufand  horfe, 
attended  by  a  competent  train  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  to  guard  and  preferve  the 
roads  in  the  province  of  Vallado¬ 
lid.  To  cut  off  thefe  communica¬ 
tions  of  the  French  w*as  an  object 
of  importance  to  the  patriots,  and 
for  this  purpofe,  a  junction  was 
effected  by  the  forces  of  Caftile 
and  Leon  commanded  by  Don 
Gregorio  de  la  Cuefta,  with  thofe 
of  Galicia  under  the  orders  of 
Don  Joachim  Blake,  an  officer  of 
Irilh  extra&ion.  The  united  body 
of  troops,  of  which  Cuefta  aflumed 
the  controul,  amounted  to  fourteen 
thoufand  men,  and  was  compofed 
Vol.  L.  or  Voi,  VIII,  Ns  w 


of  regulars,  new  levies,  and  pea¬ 
santry.  Cuefta,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  Blake,  on  the  14th  of 
July,  hazarded  an  engagement 
with  the  enemy  near  Medina  del 
Rio  Seco,  in  which  he  was  defeated 
by  the  fuperiority  of  the  French 
in  cavalry  ;  but  Blake  covered  the 
retreat  of  the  Spaniards  to  Bene- 
vento  in  a  mafterly  manner.  The 
French  committed  great  atrocities 
in  the  town  of  Medina  del  Rio 
Seco,  which  they  entered  foon  after 
the  battle.  The  talents  of  Blake 
were  fo  confpicuous  in  this  adtion, 
that  Beflieres  tried  every  art  to  re¬ 
duce  him  from  the  patriotic  party  ; 
but  the  conftancy  of  Blake  was 
not  to  be  fhaken.  His  conduct  in 
the  battle  convinced  the  council  of 
Galicia,  that  he  poflefled  fuperior 
merit,  and  he  was  consequently  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  and  captain-ge¬ 
neral  of  the  province.  The  bifhop 
of  Saint  Andero  had  animated  his 
countrymen  in  the  caufe  of  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  even  headed  them 
in  their  exertions  to  obtain  poflef- 
fion  of  many  of  the  ports  in  the 
bay  of  Bifcay  ;  but  as  thefe  ports, 
particularly  that  of  Saint  Andero, 
were  admirably  fituated  for  re¬ 
ceiving  fupplies  from  England,  ge¬ 
neral  Merle  with  a  French  force 
marched  againft  the  patriots  on  the 
21ft  of  June,  and  fubdued  them* 
The  French,  however,  did  not  re¬ 
main  long  at  Saint  Andero  ;  for, 
on  the  approach  of  general  Llano 
Ponte  with  a  divifion  of  ten  thou¬ 
fand  men  of  the  Afturian  army, 
they  abandoned  the  town,  after 
plundering  the  inhabitants. 

Thefe  noble  efforts  of  the  Spanifh 
people  to  avoid  the  ignominious 
yoke  which  was  prepared  for 
them,  prefent  a  ftrong  contrail  with 
•  the  fervile  proceedings  of  many  of 
ssRiis,  [O]  the 
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the  privileged  orders  at  Bayonne. 
At  the  command  of  his  brother, 
Jofeph  Buonaparte  arrived  in  that 
city  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  a  de. 
putaticn  of  the  grandees  there  af- 
fembled  wasted  on  him.  The  duke 
del  Infanfado,  in  the  name  of  this 
body,  delivered  a  difcourfe  as  re¬ 
markable  ior  its  brevity  as  its  ob- 
fequious  devotion  to  the  puppet 
whom  it  was  defigned  to  compli¬ 
ment.  “We  experience,”  {aid 
the  duke,  “  a  lively  joy  in  ap¬ 
proaching  your  majefty,  as  the 
Spaniards  expeCl  every  thing  from 
your  reign.  The  prefence  of  your 
majefty  is  ardently  defired,  efpe- 
cially  to  confirm  fentiments,  conci¬ 
liate  interefts,  and  re-eftablifh  or¬ 
der,  fo  neceffary  for  the  reftoration 
of  Spain.  Sire,  the  Spanifh  gran¬ 
dees  have  at  all  times  been  cele¬ 
brated  for  their  fidelity  to  their 
fovereigns.  Your  majefty  will 
find  in  them  the  fame  fidelity  and 
the  fame  attachment.  Receive  our 
humage  with  that  goodnefs  of  which 
you  have  given  fo  many  proofs  to 
your  people  of  Naples,  and  of 
which  the  fame  has  reached  us.” 
Deputations  from  the  various  pub¬ 
lic  bodies,  and  from  the  army,  al- 
fo  prefen  ted  addrefies  to  Jofeph 
Buonaparte,  wTho  replied  in  graci¬ 
ous  terms  to  the  adulation  which 
he  received.  Befides  this  proof  of 
their  adherence  to  their  new  fove- 
reign,  the  grandees  fent  forth  a 
r  proclamation  to  the  people 
g  of  Spain,  exhorting  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  to  be  eftablifhed, 
and  holding  ont  the  promife  that 
every  poffible  benefit  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  from  it.  The  people  were 
entreated  to  oppofe  no  ohftacle  to 
plans  from  which  it  was  faid  they 
would  derive  the  higheft:  advan¬ 
tages,  and  moreover  warned  that 


their  oppofition  muft  be  vain. 
This  paper  was  long,  and  in  the 
exordium,  the  grandees  expatiated 
at  laree  on  the  virtues  of  Buona- 

u 

parte.  The  difference  in  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  flattery  to  the  two 
brothers  is  ftriking  :  but  in  the 
one  cafe  they  had  merely  to  com¬ 
pliment  the  flave  of  the  tyrant  ;  in 
the  other,  to  gratify  the  tyrant 
himfelf ;  and  they  feem  to  have  felt 
the  neceftiiy  for  the  diftinCtion.  It 
is  painful  to  add  that  the  proclama¬ 
tion  bore  the  fignature  of  many  of 
the  moft  illuftrious  names  in  Spain. 

The  convention  of  Notables  was 
defigned  by  Buonaparte  to  confifl 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Spaniards  of  different  clafles  ;  but 
not  more  than  ninety  attended  at 
Bayonne.  Some  of  thefe  repre- 
iented  certain  cities,  tribunals,  and 
public  bodies  ;  and  they  brought 
inftru&ions  in  the  nature  of  powers 
from  their  conftituents,  but  abfo- 
lutely  incompetent  to  fetve  the 
purpofe  for  which  the  deputies 
were  convoked.  Many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  affembly  belonged  to 
no  acknowledged  order  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  the  greater  portion  of 
them  had  no  other  directions  for 
their  conduCt  than  a  fimple  order 
to  take  their  departure.  Their 
firft  meeting  was  on  the  15th  of 
June,  at  which  Don  Michael  Jofeph 
de  Azanza  and  Don  Louis  Marian© 
de  Urquijo  prefided.  After  the 
documents  had  been  read  by  which 
Buonaparte  had  appointed  his  bro¬ 
ther  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
Azanza  addrefled  the  affembly, 
and  informed  the  members  that 
they  had  been  called  together  to 
confer  on  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
remedy  the  evils  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Spain,  and  confirm  the 
conftitution  which  their  reftorer 
himfelf  would  prefent  to  them. 

He 
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He  counfelled  them  to  exert  them¬ 
felves  to  appeafe  the  ferment  and 
diforders,  which  had  been  excited 
by  felfifh  men.  “  Our  remon- 
ftrances,"  faid  he,  i(  may  make 
the  people  perceive  the  mifery  into 
which  they  are  plunged  by  the  fe- 
du&ion  of  artful  individuals,  and 
force  out  of  their  hands  weapons 
which  can  injure  themfelves  alone. ” 
An  addrefs  was  of  courfe  voted  to 
Jofeph.  This  was  delivered  by 
Azanza  on  the  18  th,  and  the  mod 
material  part  of  it  was  to  the  fub- 
fequent  effeft.  ((  We  (hall  do  all 
that  depends  on  ourfelves,  in  order 
to  bring  back  peace  and  good  or¬ 
der  ;  for  the  object  of  higheft  mo¬ 
ment  is  that  no  hindrance  fhould 
arife  in  the  way  of  the  beneficent 
proje&s  of  the  incomparable  hero 
who  will  imprint  his  immortal  name 
on  the  grateful  hearts  of  our  lateft 
pofterity.  We  are,  fire,  to  con¬ 
cur  in  thefe  projefts,  and  we  are  to 
fupport  your  majefty,  with  the  in¬ 
tegrity,  the  fidelity,  the  felf-devo- 
tion,  which  certainly  conftitute 
duties  mod  precious  to  our  hearts, 
fince  your  majefty  has  announced 
the  glorious  refolution  to  govern 
only  for  the  happinefsof  Spaniards; 
a  refolution  worthy  the  monarch, 
whofe  fame  is  fpread  over  the  uni- 
verfe  as  a  model  of  gentlenefs  and 
virtue,  who  formed  the  delight  of 
the  people  whom  he  governed, 
and  whom  he  left  in  tears,  becaufe 
he  went  to  bear  away  his  virtues 
to  another  land/'  To  this  ftrain 
of  bombaft,  Jofeph  Buonaparte  re¬ 
plied  in  the  following  manner. 
“  I  (hare  in  your  fentiments  and 
in  your  hopes.  The  will  of  his 
majefty  the  emperbr  of  the  French, 
our  illuftrious  brother,  which  has 


been  fo  clearly  announced  in  favour 
of  the  profperity  of  Spain,  is  fuffi- 
ciently  guaranteed  by  his  glory. 
The  co-operation  of  your  zeal  and 
your  refources  will  eafily  fubdue 
the  obftacles  which  private  intereft 
may  lay  in  the  way  of  the  whole 
nation :  being  founded  in  error, 
they  fhall  be  expelled  by  truth. 
As  to  ourfelves,  we  wifh  not  to 
know  thofe  errors.  Beyond  the 
Pyrenees  wo  (hall  find  none  but 
Spanifti  hearts.  In  leaving  a  people 
who  rendered  juft  ice  to  our  govern¬ 
ment,  we  have  made  the  fevered 
of  all  facrifices;  but  the  love  of 
that  people  is  a  prognoftic  of  that 
of  the  Spaniards  :  Shall  we  do  lefs 
for  the  great  nation  which  Provi¬ 
dence  ha- entrufted  roourcare?  Will 
they  be  lefs  juft  towards  us  ?  We 
know  the  full  import  of  Caftilian 
faith;  we  fhall  vifit  our  provinces  ; 
we  fhall  bring  the  heart  of  a  fa¬ 
ther  ;  we  fha.ll  meet  with  none  but 
the  hearts  of  children.  In  the 
mean  while  the  enemies  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  feek  to  feparate  the  colonies 
from  the  mother  country.  They 
will  impute  to  us  the  diflentions 
which  they  themfelves  occafion  ; 
fince  it  is  our  duty  to  reprefs  thefe, 
we  fhall  on  no  account  fpare  the 
malevolent,  who  are  the  acceffories 
to  the  fubtile  hatred  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  or  the  inftruments  of  it. 
Continue  your  labours  lor  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  your  country,  and  be  af- 
fured  of  the  hlelfings  of  the  people, 
and  of  our  perfect  fatisfaftion/’ 

On  the  20th,  the  plan  of  a 
conftitution  *  for  Snain  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  deputies,  which  was 
approved  by  them,  and  formally 
accepted  by  all  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  in  it  on  the  7  th  of  July, 


*  See  State  Paper*. 

[Qs] 


Jofeph 
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Jofeph  having  previously  abdicated 
the  crown  of  Naples,  which  Buona¬ 
parte  conferred  on  Murat,  who  had 
left  Madrid  and  repaired  to  Bay¬ 
onne.  After  the  notables  had 
taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
new  king,  and  to  maintain  the 
conftitution,  Jofeph  appointed  his 
minifters.  He  declared  Urquijo 
Secretary  of  ftate ;  Cevallos,  mi¬ 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs ;  Azanza, 
minifter  for  the  Indies;  MaiTaredo, 
minifter  of  the  marine  ;  O’Farrel, 
minifter  of  war;  Jovellanos,  mi¬ 
nifter  of  the  interior;  Cabarrus, 
minifter  of  finance  ;  and  Pinuela, 
minifter  of  juftiee.  This  point 
being  fettled,  Jofeph  fet  out  for 
Spain  on  the  3d  of  July.  As  he 
palled  through  the  different  towns 
on  his  road  to  Madrid*  he  re¬ 
ceded  the  forced  congratulations 
of  the  public  authorities  and  dif¬ 
ferent  chiles  of  the  people.  He 
entered  Madrid  on  the  20th,  but 
had  no  reafon  to  fie  pleafed  with 
his  reception  ;  for  though  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  large  French  force  might 
prevent  the  demonftrations  of  po¬ 
pular  difguft,  it  could  nor  alter 
the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  thofe  feelings  were  manifefted 
by  every  appearance  of  fullen  fcorn 
and  averfion,  as  cordial  as  it  was 
filent  and  guarded.  The  ceremony 
of  the  proclamation  did  not  take 
place  till  the  24th.  The  marquis 
of  Aftorga,  whofe  office  it  was, 
as  ftandard-bearer,  to  aftift  in  the 
bufinefs,  declined  difgracing  him- 
felf  on  this  occafion,  and  alleged 
ill  health  as  an  excufe  for  not  per¬ 
forming  his  functions.  Another 
grandee,  the  marquis  del  Campo 
de  Alanga,  was  found  more  com¬ 
pliant,  and  he  confented  to  ele¬ 
vate  the  royal  flandard  during-  this 
feene  of  national  degradation. 


While  Jofeph  was  endeavouring 
to  conciliate  the  people  of  Madrid 
by  opening  the  theatres,  and  ex¬ 
hibiting  bull-fights,  for  their  en¬ 
tertainment,  intelligence  poured  in¬ 
to  the  capital,  of  the  bad  r  . 
fuccefs  of  the  French  arms  ^  ^ 
in  various  parts  of  Spain. 

The  news  of  the  defeat  and  fur- 
render  of  Dupont,  of  the  retreat  of 
Moncey,  and  of  the  advance  of  the 
Andalufian  and  Valencian  armies 
towards  Madrid,  perplexed  and 
alarmed  him,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
were  really  in  his  intereft.  To  add 
to  his  difficulties,  feveral  peffons, 
on  whofe  fervices  and  influence  in 
the  country  he  had  relied,  took  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  abandoning 
a  caufe,  which  imperious  circum- 
fiances  alone  had  induced  them  to 
adopt.  The  dukes  del  Infantado 
and  del  Parque  quitted  the  city  in 
difguife,  and  haftened  to  join  the 
patriots ;  others  followed  their  ex¬ 
ample.  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  too* 
a  man  whofe  enlarged  ideas  of  per- 
fonal  ufefulnefs,  or  aptitude  to 
place,  had  led  him,  in  the  courfe 
of  five  months,  to  transfer  his 
obedience  to  three  different  mafters, 
perceiving  the  ftar  of  his  new  pa¬ 
tron  to  be  waning,  was  again 
willing  to  engage  under  better 
aufpices :  he  therefore  refigned  his 
employment  and  fecured  a  retreat. 
Terrified  by  thefe  events,  Jofeph 
began  to  make  preparation  to  leave 
the  capital ;  and  followed  by  thole 
Spaniards  who  were  content  to  be 
his  partifans,  he  took  the  road  to 
Burgos,  carrying  with  him  the  re¬ 
galia,  the  jewels  of  the  crown,  and 
many  valuable  piftures  which  had 
adorned  the  royal  palaces.  The 
French  completely  evacuated  Ma¬ 
drid  before  the  31ft  of  July,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  inhabitants. 

When 
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When  Buonaparte  had  extorted 
a  renunciation  of  their  rights  from 
the  different  members  of  the  royal 
family,  he  fent  agents  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies,  and  other  tranfma- 
rine  poffeffions  of  Spain,  by  faft-fail- 
ing  velfels,  to  fecure  thefe  valuable 
fettlements;  but  his  meafures  were 
countera&ed  by  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  the  Britifh  naval  com¬ 
manders,  who  intercepted  moil  of 
the  veffels,  and  took  means  to  in¬ 
form  the  colonills  of  the  transac¬ 
tions  which  were  taking  place  in 
the  mother  country,  and  the  glori¬ 
ous  druggies  of  the  patriots  for  in¬ 
dependence.  in  Majorca,  the  Ca¬ 
naries,  Mexico,  the  Spanish  Weft 
Indies,  and  many  parts  of  the  main, 
the  people  followed  the  example 
fet  them  by  their  brethren  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  proclaimed  Ferdinand,  and 
entered  into  cordial  communica¬ 
tions  with  the  Englifh  government, 
which  had  ordered  all  the  Spaniih 
prifoners  in  the  Britifh  colonies  to 
be  liberated.  The  city  of  Mexico 
placed  a  fplendid  offer  on  the  altar 
of  patriotifm,  by  voting  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  for  the.fervice 
of  old  Spain.  The  people  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  however,  fupported  Linicrs, 
the  governor,  in  his  defire  to  tem¬ 
porize,  until  the  refult  of  the  con- 
teft  in  Europe  fhould  be  known.  A 
French  agent  having  fafeiy 
arrived  in  that  province, 
was  well  received  by  Li- 
niers,  who  informed  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  by  a  proclamation,  that  on 
a  perufal  of  all  the  difpatches 
which  had  come  to  his  hands,  it 
appeared  the  emperor  of  the  French 
had  been  compelled  to  recognize 
the  ablolute  independence  of  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  and  alfo  that 
of  all  its  tranfmarine  poffeffions, 
without  retaining  or  difmember. 
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ing  the  minuteft  portion  of  its 
dominions,  and  to  maintain  pro¬ 
perty,  laws,  ufages,  and  the  unity 
of  religion,  which  guaranteed  the 
future  profperity  of  the  nation; 
and  that  though  the  fate  of  tl  e 
monarchy  was  not  entirely  decided, 
-the  cortes  were  fummoned  to  meet 
at  Bayonne  with  the  intent  of  fet¬ 
tling  it  :  that  as  his  imperial  ma. 
jefty  had  applauded  the  triumphs 
and  conftancy  of  the  people  of  Bue¬ 
nos  Ayres,  and  offered  them  every 
kind  of  fuccour,  he  had  not  hefi fa¬ 
ted  to  a ffu re  him,  in  reply,  that  the 
fidelity  of  the  city  to  its  lawful  fo- 
vereign  was  the  character  which 
chiefly  diftinguifhed  it,  and  that  he 
would  thankfuly  admit  every  de¬ 
fers  pt  ion  of  aid,  confifting  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  Spanifh  troops. 
Let  us,  continued  he,  imitate  the 
example  of  our  anceftors  in  this 
happy  land,  who  wifely  efcaped 
the  difafters  that  afflicted  Spam  in 
the  war  of  the  lucceflion,  by  await¬ 
ing  the  fate  of  the  mother  country, 
to  obey  the  legitimate  authority 
which  occupied  the  fovereignty. 
Meanwhile,  not  poffeffing  orders 
fufficiently  authoritative  to  coun¬ 
termand  the  royal  cedulas  of  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  Indies  for 
proclaiming  and  taking  the  oaths 
to  don  Ferdinand  VII,  as  already 
announced  in  my  proclamation  of 
the  31ft  July.,  1  have  refolved  that 
thofe  meafures  fhall  be  proceeded  in 
with  the  forms  and  folemnities  al¬ 
ready  agreed  upon,  flattering  my. 
felf,  that  in  the  midft  of  the  public 
rejoicings  and  happinefs,  we  fhall 
prepare  ourfelves  for  new  triumphs. 

The  Britifli  government  per¬ 
formed  a  fervice  as  gratifying  to 
the  feelings  as  it  was  ufeful  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Spanifli  patriots,  by 
liberating  a  confiderable  number 
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of  the  troops  which  Buonaparte 
had  drawn  from  the  Peninfuia  in 
1806;  and  who  were  now  quar¬ 
tered,  under  the  command  of  the 
marquis  of  Romana,  in  the  Danifti 
iflands.  Thefe  noble-minded  men, 
though  furrounded  by  hoftile  bat¬ 
talions,  indignant  at  the  propofal 
of  deferting  their  allegiance,  had 
formed  a  circle,  planted  their  co¬ 
lours  in  the  centre  of  it,  and  fworn 
on  their  knees  to  be  faithful  to 
their  country,  to  which  they  were 
ardently  defirous  of  returning.  Ad¬ 
miral  Keats,  to  whom  the  pleafing 
duty  of  attempting  their  emanci¬ 
pation  was  configned,  opened  a 
communication  with  the  marquis 
of  Romana  on  the  7  th  of  Auguft, 
and  concerted  with  him  a  plan  for 
bringing  off  the  troops.  This 
plan  was  fuccefsfully  carried  into 
execution  on  the  9th,  when  the 
marquis  feized  the  port  of  Nyborg, 
in  the  lfland  of  Funen,  by  which 
enterprife  he  fecured  the  inactivity 
of  the  Danifti  gun-boats.  When 
this  point  was  accomplifhed,  ad¬ 
miral  Keats  informed  the  governor 
of  rhe  town,  that  if  any  obftacles 
fhould  be  oppofed,  either  by  the 
Danes  or  French,  to  the  unoffend¬ 
ing  objeCt  of  quietly  embarking 
theSpanifh  troops,  he  muft,  though 
reluCtantly, aCt  with  hoftility  againft 
the  place ;  but  if  the  Spaniards 
were  fuffered  to  depart  peaceably, 
that  the  Englifh  would  moft  ttriCtly 
abftain  from  offenfive  meafures. 
The  Danilh  garrifon  yielded  to 
circumttances,  and  did  not  offer  a 
refinance  which  muft  have  been 
ufelefs ;  but  the  commanders  of 
an  armed  brig  of  eighteen  guns,  and 
of  a  cutter  of  twelve,  which  were 
moored  acrofs  the  harbour  near  the 
town,  rejected  every  propofal  made 
by  Romana  and  admiral  Keats, 


and  flighted  the  rernonftrances  of 
the  Danes  themfelves.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  were  therefore  attacked  and 
taken  by  captain  Macnamara,  with 
fuch  boats  and  fmall  craft  as  could 
be  collected ;  during  this  flight 
affair  the  Spaniards,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  violated  the  ftriCt  injunctions 
of  their  general  to  avoid  every 
unneceffary  aft  of  hoftility,  for  ir¬ 
ritated  at  the  oppofition  encoun¬ 
tered  by  their  friends,  they  fired 
fome  (hots  on  the  Danifti  veffels 
before  they  ft  ruck.  Admiral  Keats 
then  acquainted  the  governor  of 
Nyborg,  that  his  entrance  into  the 
harbour  having  been  oppofed,  he 
was  bound  by  no  law  or  ufage  to 
abftain  from  hoftilities,  or  refpeCt 
the  property  ©f  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town ;  but  as  the  marquis  of 
Romana  had  occafion  for  feveral  of 
the  fmall  craft  in  the  port  to  em¬ 
bark  the  troops,  if  the  matters  and 
crews  of  them  would  lend  their 
aid  to  equip  and  navigate  the  vef- 
fels,  they  fhould  be  fecured  from 
injury,  and  paffports  given  them 
to  return  in  fafety.  With  this 
propofal  the  Danes  complied.  Six 
thoufand  men,  with  their  baggage 
and  artillery,  though  fomefacrifices 
of  ftores  were  unavoidable,  were 
brought  away  from  Funen  on  the 
9th,  and  landed  for  a  fhort  time 
in  Langland,  where  there  were 
fome  more  Spanilb  forces ;  here 
they  were  alfo  joined  by  above  a 
thoufand  of  their  fellows  in  arms, 
who  made  their  efcape  from  Jut¬ 
land  by  fea  ;  and  a  convention  was 
entered  into  between  the  governor 
of  the  ifland  and  Romana,  ftipu- 
lating  on  the  one  part,  that  the 
condud  of  the  Spaniards  fhould 
be  peaceable,  and  on  the  other, 
that  they  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
provifions.  One  regiment  in  Jut¬ 
land 
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land  was  too  diftant,  and  too  cri¬ 
tically  fituated,  to  effedl  itsefcape; 
and  two  others  in  Zealand,  after 
having  fired  on  the  French  general 
Frifion,  who  commanded  them, 
and  killed  one  of  his  aids-de.camp, 
were  difarmed.  The  whole  num- 
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ber  of  Spaniards  liberated,  was 
above  eight  thoufand.  They  were 
fubfequently  brought  to  England, 
where  they  were  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  every  fpecies  or  equip¬ 
ment,  and  fenr  to  reinforce  the 
armies  on  their  native  foil. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Affairs  of  Portugal.  ConduB  of  Junot  at  Lijbon .  Reports  of  the  French 
M infer  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Buonaparte ,  relative  to  Portugal.  Junot*  s 

Proclamations  to  the  Portuguefe :  his  extortions  and  fever  ity.  Manifefio 
of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal ,  after  his  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro. 
Precautions  obferved  by  Junot  after  the  popular  movements  in  So  ain't  he 
difarms  the  Spaniff  troops  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  L  Jbon.  in - 
furreBion  at  Psrto:  a  Provifional  Government  ejlablijhed  in  that  city  :  its 
proceedings.  State  of  other  parts  of  Portugal.  Briti/h  expe  it  ton  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellejley  to  that  country.  Tran fiB tons  of 
Sir  Arthur.  He  lands  in  Mondego  Bayy  and  advances  wuh  the  Engl  iff 
and  Portuguefe  forces  towards  Lijbon.  Strange  behaviour  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  general  y  who  feparates  his  troops  from  the  Brittjh.  ABion  between 
the  Fnglff  and  French  on  the  heights  near  Role i a :  the  French  defeated. 
Plan  of  Sir  Arthur  to  move  forward  counteraBed  by  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Harry  Burrard.  Battle  of  Vimiera ,  in  which  th  French ,  under  Junot , 
fufain  a  total  defeat.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vimiera  to  take  the  command  of  the  Fnghjh  army.  An  Armifiice  agreed  to 
between  the  Engl  iff  and  French ,  Definitive  Convention  concluded  for 
the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  enemy.  Separate  agreement  figned  by 
Sir  Charles  Cotton  and  Admiral  Siniavin  relative  to  the  Ruffian  fleet  in 
the  Tagus.  DffatisfaBion  of  the  P ortu guefe  with  the  Convention .  Pro - 
tefis  made  againfi  it  by  the  Portuguefe  Generals.  Proceedings  of  the 
Comm; {/loners  (/pointed  to  carry  the  Convention  into  ffeB:  Efforts  made  by 
the  Britff  Commffioners  to  make  the  French  difgorge  part  of  their  plunder  : 
Shameful  conduB  and  evafions  of  the  French:  A  confide  ruble  quantity  of 
pillage ,  both  public  and  privatey  recovered  for  the  Portuguefe .  Refen  t - 
tnent  of  the  people  of  Lijbon  againfi  'he  enemy .  1  he  French  embarked  and 
fent  to  France.  Tumult  at  Porto  before  the  tranf  ports  Jailed ,  which  were 
to  convey  part  of  the  French  army.  Corr  fpo  Bence  b  tween  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  and  the  B /hop  of  Portoy  concerning  the  re-efiabiffoment  of  the  Re¬ 
gency.  Sir  Hugh  invefis  five  members  of  the  old  Council  of  Regency  with 
fovereign  authority ,  until  the  pleafure  of  the  Prince  Regent  Jhall  be  known. 
P refentation  of  arms  to  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  difarmed  by  Junot. 
Dfcontent  of  the  public  when  the  account  of  the  Convention  arrives  in 
England.  The  Corporation  of  London  addrefs  his  Majefiyy  and  pray  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduB  of  the  generals  employed  in  the  expedition.  His 
Majefiy’s  reply .  The  Corporation  diffatisfed  with  the  King’s  anfwer: 
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They  vote  certain  i  efolutions  on  the  fubjeSi .  Meetings  called  for  add  re/s. 
iv.g  his  Majejiy  on  the  fame  bu/ne/s  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  A 
Board  of  Inquiry  infiituted  for  examining  the  propriety  of  the  Conventiett . 
The  Report  of  the  Board  delivered  to  his  Majefty.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  dire  Sis  the  board  to  reconfider  the  quefiions  of  the  Armiftice  and  Con - 
vent  ion.  Opinion  of  the  board  on  thofe  points.  Final  decifion  of  the  King 
on  the  matter . 


AFTER  the  emigration  of  the 
royal  family  of  Portugal, 
and  the  French  had  entered  Lif- 
bon,  although  general  Junot  had 
endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Portuguefe  by  the 
ftrongeft  profeffions  of  friendfhip, 
he  immediately  proceeded  to  dif¬ 
arm  them.  Affirming  that  under 
the  pretext  of  hunting  and  fhoot- 
aifaffinations  were 
committed,  he  for- 
the  ule  of  fire  arms 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  it 
being  his  intention,  he  faid,  to 
caufe  the  game  to  be  deftroyed  in 
a  regular  manner  where  it  was 
hurtful.  Every  individual  there¬ 
fore,  who,  without  having  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  French  command¬ 
ant  at  Lifbon,  a  licence  to  fport 
regularly  figned  and  fealed  by  him, 
fhould  be  found  with  a  gun  or 
piftols,  hunting  or  lhooting,  was 
to  he  confidered  as  a  vagrant  and 
affaffin,  and  tried  as  fuch  by  a 
military  committee  to  be  organ- 
ifed  for  that  purpole.  Junot  next 
enjoined  all  perfons  to  make  a 
return  of  the  Enghfh  property  in 
their  poffeffion,  under  the  penalty 
of  paying  ten  times  the  value  of 
any  which  they  might  attempt  to 
conceal. 

Two  reports  made  by  the  French 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  Buo¬ 
naparte  relative  to  Portugal,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Moniteur  on  the 
23d  of  January.  The  firft  of 
thefe  papers  dated,  that  Portugal 
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bade 


having  fuffered  England  to  vifit 
its  veffels,  its  independence  was  as 
much  violated  as  it  would  have 
been  had  England  violated  its 
territory  and  harbours.  There 
was  alfo  a  complaint  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  fquadrons  fent  to  the  river 
Plata,  had  touched  at  Rio  Janeiro  ; 
that  the  Englifh  troops  deflined  to 
aft  at  Monte  Video  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  received  provifions  from 
the  Brafils  ;  and  that  the  Britifh. 
fleets  deflined  to  blockade  Cadiz, 
and  attack  Conftantinople  and 
Egypt,  were  victualled  in  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  ports.  Other  grievances 
were  alleged  ;  and  from  the  whole 
circumflances  of  the  cafe,  the  mi¬ 
ni  ft  er  drew  the  conclufion,  that 
war  with  Portugal  was  a  painful 
but  neceffary  duty.  This  docu¬ 
ment  was  dated  the  21ft  of  No¬ 
vember  1807,  eight  days  before 
the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau  was 
figned,  by  which  Portugal  was  to 
be  divided  between  the  parties 
therein  named.  The  other  report, 
which  was  dated  the  2nd  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1808,  accufed  Portugal  of  only 
fequeftratirjg  Englifh  goods  when 
the  Englifh  were  fecure  from  the 
effe&s  of  that  meafure,  and  con¬ 
gratulated  Buonaparte  that  he  oc¬ 
cupied  the  country  with  his  troops. 

junot  now  informed  the 
Portuguefe  that  the  prince  R  V  , 
of  Brafij,  by  leaving  the  Ib0 
kingdom,  had  renounced  all  his 
rights  and  fovereignty  over  it ; 
that  the  houfe  of  Braganza  had 

ceafed 
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ceafed  to  reign,  and  that  the  em¬ 
peror  Napoleon  willed  the  country 
to  be  governed  in  his  name,  by 
the  general  in  chief  of  his  army. 
He  declared  that  he  had  formed  a 
Council  of  government  to  enlighten 
him  in  regard  to  the  good  which 
he  in uft  do,  to  point  out  the  means 
of  improving  the  adminiftration, 
and  eftablifh  order  and  economy 
in  the  management  of  the  public 
wealth.  Roads  were  to  be  made, 
and  canals  dug  to  facilitate  com¬ 
munication,  and  caufe  national  in- 
duftry  and  agriculture  to  flourifh. 
The  Portuguefe  were  affured  that 
their  troops,  commanded  by  the 
moft  deferving  of  their  chiefs, 
would  fooo  form  but  one  family 
with  the  foldiers  of  Marengo,  Auf- 
terlitz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  Pub¬ 
lic  inftruCtion  was  to  be  diffufed, 
and  each  of  the  different  provinces 
was  to  produce  its  Camoens.  The 
religion  of  their  fathers,  free  from 
the  fuperftition  which  difgraced  it, 
was  to  be  protected,  and  juftice  im¬ 
partially  adminiftered  without  de¬ 
lay.  Robbery  and  beggary  were 
to  be  repreffed,  and  afylums  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  maimed  poor,  while 
the  able-bodied  fhould  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  work.  **  Inhabitants  of 
the  kingdom  of  Portugal,”  faid 
he,  “  be  peaceful  and  without  fear, 
repel  the  mitigations  of  thofe  who 
wifh  to  lead  you  to  rebellion,  con¬ 
fide  implicitly  in  my  exertions  for 
your  welfare — you  will  reap  all 
their  fruits.  Should  it  be  necef- 
fary  at  firft  to  make  fome  facri- 
fices,  they  will  be  folely  required 
to  place  the  government  in  a  pro¬ 
per  condition  to  meliorate  your 
fate;  they  may  be  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  vaft  projects  of  the 
great  Napoleon,  who  takes  you  un¬ 
der  his  omnipotent  protection.” 
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The  French  commander  had 
already  levied  twelve  millions  of 
crufadoes,  about  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  upon  the 
people,  and  on  the  day  when  the 
above  proclamation  was  made,  he 
demanded  twenty  eight  millions 
of  crufadoes,  nearly  3,ococool., 
by  order  of  Buonaparte,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  former  exaClion,  as 
an  extraordinary  war  contribution. 
To  enable  the  Portuguefe  to  pay 
this  fum,  the  church  plate  was  to 
be  carried  to  the  mint,  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  ;  and  merchants  were 
allowed  to  ranforn  the  Englifli 
property  in  their  hands  upon  pay¬ 
ing  one  third  of  its  value.  In 
purfuance  of  the  intimation  given 
by  Junot,  a  confcription  of  forty 
thoufand  men  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty-five  was  en¬ 
forced.  It  has  been  ftated  that 
by  the  prefence  of  the  French  army 
at  Lifbon,  and  the  ftagnation  of 
commerce,  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Tagus  was  blockaded  by  an  Eng- 
lifh  fquadron,  watching  the  Ruffian 
fhips  commanded  by  admiral  Si- 
niavin,  which  had  entered  the 
port,  that  the  capital  was  reduced 
to  great  diftrefs,  and  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  even  in  danger  of 
fuffiering  from  the  fcarcity  of  pro- 
vifions ;  but  this  account  does  not 
feem  to  reft  on  any  good  authority, 
although  the  mercantile  claffes 
were  undoubtedly  injured  by  the 
ftate  of  circumftances,  and  a  city 
in  which  a  very  extenfive  traffic 
had  formerly  been  carried  on,  from 
the  abfence  of  it,  muft  have  pre- 
fented  a  dull  and  melancholy  ap. 
pearance.  In  conducting  the  de¬ 
predations  of  his  matter,  the  French 
general  did  not  forget  his  own 
perfonal  advantage;  for  he  im- 
prifoned  fuch  of  the  Englilh  as 
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had  remained  in  Lifbon,  and  whom 
he  could  by  any  means  apprehend, 
in  the  Englilh  hofpital,  with  a  view 
of  extorting  money  from  them  for 
leave  to  depart.  The  fums  thus 
raifed  by  junot  muft  have  added 
in  no  fmall  degree  to  his  ill-gotten 
wealth,  as  he  required  from  one 
Englifhman,  whom  he  knew  to  be 
rich,  no  lefs  than  ten  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  notwithftandirg  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  obtained 
his  demand,  he  unqueftionably  re¬ 
ceived  large  confiderations  for  li¬ 
berating  others. 

Admiral  Cotton,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  Britifh  fquadron  off  the 
Tagus,  had  been  directed  to  en¬ 
courage  the  emigration  of  any  of 
the  Portuguefe  who  might  be  in¬ 
clined  to  feek  their  fortunes  in 
Brafil,  by  diflributing  notices  on 
the  coaft  that  they  would  be  re¬ 
ceived  on  board  his  fhips  till  they 
could  be  fent  off.  Many  perfons 
availed  themfelves  of  this  facility 
of  efcaping  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  French,  and  to  prevent  it, 
junot  ordered  that  any  boat  or 
veffel  which  came  from  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet,  and  approached  the  coaft 
under  whatever  pretext,  even  if  it 
bore  a  flag  of  truce,  fhould  be  fired 
on  ;  he  condemned  to  fix  months 
imprifonment,  or  death,  according 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
all  thofe  who  fhould  attempt  to 
reach  the  Britilh  fquadron ;  and 
any  owner  of  a  boat,  or  other 
individual  who  affifted  them  in 
their  objed,  he  likewife  declared 
fhould  fuffer  death. 

.  ..  The  French  intendant  of 

Prl  police  followed  up  this  fe- 

7*  vere  meafure  by  direding 
a  lift  of  all  perfons  who  had  emi¬ 
grated  to  be  fent  to  him,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  treated  as  con- 


fpirators,  and  their  property  con- 
fifcated.  He  enjoined  all  houl'e- 
holders  to  give  him  immediate 
notice  if  any  inmates  had  with¬ 
drawn  themfelves,  and  inmates 
to  fignify  to  the  proper  officers  if 
any  perfons  refiding  under  the 
fame  roof  with  them  had  fled  ;  he 
ordered  individuals  into  whofe 
hands  papers,  letters,  or  proclama¬ 
tions  from  the  Englifh  fleet  had 
come,  to  deliver  them  to  the 
police,  tinder  pain  of  fuffcring  as 
agents  of  the  Britifh  ;  he  denoun¬ 
ced  the  fame  punifhment  to  thofe 
who  circulated  news  from  the  fleet, 
unlefs  they  fpecified  from  whom 
they  had  obtained  it  ;  and  to 
encreafe  rhe  horrible  fyftem  of 
ejpionnage ,  he  notified  that  an  office 
was  opened  for  receiving  informa¬ 
tion,  and  for  diflributing  rewards 
to  thofe  who  brought  corred  in¬ 
telligence. 

When  the  prince  of  Brafil  ar¬ 
rived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  he  fent  forth 
a  manifefto  concerning  the  condud 
of  Portugal  towards  France.  The 
narrative  began  with  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  is  much  too  long  to  be 
inferted  in  this  place.  It  recited 
the  efforts  and  the  facrifices  made 
by  the  court  of  Lifbon  to  preferve 
its  neutrality  ;  and  detailed  with 
minutenefs  all  the  tranfadions  in 
which  it  was  committed  during: 
the  year  1807,  all  of  which  are 
known  to  the  readers  of  this 
work.  It  pofitively  denied  the 
affertion  of  the  French  rninifter, 
that  Portugal  gave  any  improper 
afliftance  to  the  Britilh  armaments 
which  had  proceeded againft  Monte 
Video  and  Buenos  Ayres.  It 
ftated  that  it  was  a  fad  known  to 
all  the  world,  that  the- expedition 
which  failed  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
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Hope  obtained  nothing  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  or  the  other  ports  of  the 
Brafils,  except  what  was  not  re- 
fufed  to  any  nation.  It  mentioned 
that  the  prince  had  learned  with 
horror,  not  only  the  ufurpation  of 
Portugal  fince  his  departure,  but 
the  pillage  which  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  there.  It  obferved  that 
as  the  emperor  of  the  French  had 
long  withdrawn  his  embaffy  from . 
his  royal  highnefs's  court,  and 
even  caufed  Portuguefe  merchant 
fhips  to  be  feized,  which  were  in 
his  ports,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  war,  and  contrary 
to  an  exprefs  article  in  the  treaty 
of  neutrality  from  which  he  derived 
the  greateft  advantages  ;  and  laft- 
ly,  had  declared  war  againft  the 
prince  regent,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  French  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  ;  his  royal  highnefs 
broke  off  all  communication  with 
France,  recalled  all  the  members 
of  his  embaffy  if  any  fhould  re¬ 
main  there,  and  authorifed  his 
fubjefts  to  wage  war  by  fea  and 
land  againft  the  fubje&s  of  the 
French  emperor.  He  declaied 
null  and  void  all  treaties  which 
Buonaparte  had  compelled  him  to 
conclude,  becaufe  that  perfonage 
had  violated  and  never  refpefted 
them  ;  his  royal  highnefs  protefted 
that  he  would  not  lay  down  his 
arms  unlefs  in  concert  with  his 
Britannic  majefty,  his  old  and 
faithful  ally,  and  that  he  would 
never  agree  to  a  cellion  of  Por¬ 
tugal  which  formed  the  mod  an¬ 
cient  part  of  the  inheritance  and 
of  the  rights  of  his  auguft  royal 
family.  The  manifefto  bore  the 
date  of  the  firft  of  May  1808,  at 
which  period  the  fecret  lreaty  of 
Fontainebleau  was  not  known  to 
be  in  exiftence.  Had  his  royal 
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highnefs  been  apprifed  of  that 
compadl,  he  might  have  ftrength- 
ened  his  juft  complaints  againft 
France,  and  added  to  the  lift  of 
thofe  perfidious  defigns  and  aftions 
on  her  part  which  he  expofed. 

The  lower  orders  of  the  people 
in  Lifbon  felt  themfelves  infulted 
by  feeing  their  own  colours  taken 
down,  and  the  French  ftandards 
hoifted  in  their  Head  :  a  flight 
infurreflion  was  the  confequence, 
but  it  was  repreffed  with  facility  ; 
and  the  Portuguefe  muft  in  all 
probability  have  totally  fubmitted 
to  French  oppreffion,  if  the  refill, 
ance  of  the  Spaniards  to  Buona¬ 
parte’s  tyranny  had  not  afforded 
them  an  example  for  their  con- 
duff,  animated  their  drooping 
fpirits,  and  encouraged  them  with 
the  hope  of  aid  in  a  caufe  com¬ 
mon  to  both  countries.  When 
Buonaparte  created  his  new  nobi¬ 
lity,  he  deprived  the  marquis  of 
Abrantes,  the  prefident  of  the 
regency  eftablifhed  by  the  prince 
of  Brafil,  of  his  eftares,  and  con¬ 
ferred  them  on  Junot  with  the 
title  of  duke.  As  foon  as  this 
perfonage  was  apprifed  of  the 
events  in  Spain,  aware  that  the 
Portuguefe  would  quickly  become 
acquainted  with  them,  he  adopted 
precautions  to  avert  any  danger 
that  might  arife,  and  efpecially  to 
fecure  the  Spanifh  troops  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lifbon.  Under  the  pretext  of 
changing  the  quarters  of  thefe  re¬ 
giments,  and  fending  them  to 
Setubal,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
affembled  at  a  very  early  hour  in 
the  Pra^a  de  Comercio,  or  great 
fquare,  in  order  tnat  they  might 
crofs  the  Tagus ;  but  when  y 
they  met  there  and  were  ** 
drawn  up,  he  caufed  them 
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to  be  fur  rounded  by  a  fuperior 
French  force,  by  which  they  were 
difarmed  and  confined  on  board 
the  hulks  in  the  river.  Junotnow 
hoped  to  be  able  to  fupprefs  any 
popular  movement,  as  mod  of  the 
Fortuguefe  regulars  had  been  draft¬ 
ed  into  the  French  armies.  It 
was  not  pofiible  to  conceal  the 
Spanifh  revolution  for  any  confide- 
rable  period.  The  junta  of  Seville 
had  made  an  appeal  to  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  nation,  and  called  on  them 
to  rife  again!!  their  French  tyrants, 
at  the  fame  time  alluring  them  that 
they  fhould  receive  aftiftance  ;  but 
depreffedas  the  inhabitant sof  LiF 
bon  were,  they  did  not  dare  to 
exprefs  their  happinefs  at  the  oc¬ 
currences  in  the  provinces  of  their 
neighbours,  and  flill  lefs  to  make 
an  effort  to  fhake  off  their  bondage. 
Circumftances  however  took  place 
at  Porto  which  enabled  the  people 
to  affert  their  independence.  T  he 
infurredtion  in  Spain  was  fo  hid¬ 
den,  that  Junot  had  not  time  to 
take  any  meafures  to  remove  or 
controul  the  Spaniards  ftationed 
in  that  city ;  and  thefe  troops, 
upon  learning  the  date  of  affairs 
in  their  own  country,  immediately 
imprifoned  the  French  officer  who 
commanded  them,  with  his  whole 
ftaff,  and  delivering  up  the  town 
to  Luis  de  Oli viera,  who  had  been 
governor  of  it  before  the  French 
entered  Portugal,  marched  to  join 
their  brethren  in  arms.  Oliviera 
at  fir  ft  feemed  animated  in  the 
fervice  of  freedom  :  but  his  ap- 
pearance  of  zeal  in  that  refpetft 
was  merely  intended  to  cover  his 
real  defigns,  and  amufethe  people, 
while  he  really  checked  their  en- 
thufiafm,  and  wiffied  to  gain  time 
for  the  French  to  detach  a  force 
to  overawe  the  place.  He  was 


neverthelefs  too  hafty  in  his  own 
proceedings,  by  which  he  difco- 
vered  his  real  character.  The 
feftival  of  Corpus  Chrifti, 
or  Holy  Thurfday,  happen¬ 
ing  to  fall  at  this  time,  the  I'7* 
Portuguefe  foldiers  were  ordered 
to  follow  the  procefiion,  which 
takes  place  as  part  of  the  ceremony 
obferved  on  that  day  ;  but  they' 
were  direded  to  fall  into  the  ranks 
without  their  colours,  as  thefe 
bore  the  national  arms.  The 
officers  declared  that  they  could 
not  parade  without  them,  and  only 
one  company  attended.  The  popu¬ 
lace  were  difgufted  by  this  tranf* 
adion,  and  vented  their  feelings 
in  loud  murmurs.  Oliviera  in 
order  to  intimidate  the  people, 
affirmed  that  a  large  French  de¬ 
tachment  was  approaching  Porto, 
and  threatened  them  with  military 
execution.  On  the  next  day  re- 
prefenting  that  the  French  were 
to  halt  that  night  at  Oliviera  das 
Ameyas,  about  eighteen  miles 
from  Porto,  and  that  their  arrival 
migh  be  expeded  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  he  ordered  provifions  to  be 
fent  to  them.  An  inferior  officer 
who  faw  the  carts  loaded  for  this 
purpofe,  exclaimed  with  indigna¬ 
tion,  that  powder  and  ball  only 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  French.  A 
number  of  perfons  inftantly  col- 
leded  and  hindered  the  carts  from 
fettimr  off :  the  officer  ruflred  to 
the  barracks,  affembled  his  com¬ 
rades,  mounted  his  horfe,  difplayed 
the  Portuguefe  enfigns,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  fquare  of  Saint  Ovi- 
dio  crying,  “Long  live  the  prince 
regent  !”  The  exclamation  was 
repeated  by  the  people,  who  broke 
open  the  arfenal,  feized  the  arms, 
and  imprifoned  Oliviera  as  well 
as  all  the  pardfans  of  the  French. 
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The  bifhop  of  Porto  who  fhowed 
himfvlf  friendly  to  the  patriots, 
and  highly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
their  favour,  was  appointed  pre- 
fident  of  the  provifional  govern¬ 
ment,  which  took  meafures  for  the 
defence  of  the  city,  opened  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  captain  of  a 
Britilh  frigate  which  was  cruifing 
off  the  harbour,  fent  an  agent  to 
folicit  fuccours  from  England,  and 
concluded  an  offenfive  and  defen- 
five  alliance  with  the  junta  of 
Galicia.  The  example  fet  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Porto  was  followed 
by  thofe  of  moft  of  the  northern 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,  where 
juntas  were  fpeedily  eftablifhed, 
forces  levied,  and  the  French  ex¬ 
pelled.  In  the  fouthern  parts, 
except  in  the  territory  of  Algarve, 
where  the  people  created  a  junta 
and  placed  themfelves  under  the 
proteiftion  of  the  government  of 
Seville,  the  efforts  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  were  too  difconnedled  and 
upon  too  fmall  a  fcale,  to  prove 
advantageous:  although  the  popu¬ 
lace  rofe  in  arms  in  many  places, 
they  were  fubdued  by  the  force 
which  Junot  could  eafily  fend 
againfl  them,  but  feveral  fangui- 
nary  flruggles  occurred  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  town  of  Beja,  where 
the  patriots  loft  twelve  hundred 
men  before  they  fubmitted  to  the 
tyranny  of  their  oppofers,  and  at 
Evora  where  there  was  an  engage¬ 
ment,  which  terminated  in  the  dif- 
comfiture  of  the  Portuguefe.  The 
French,  with  their  accuftomed  fe¬ 
rocity  and  contempt  of  human 
feelings,  committed  great  excefles 
after  they  had  reduced  their  op¬ 
ponents.  Junot  was,  however, 
compelled  to  content  himfelf  with 
maintaining  his  power  at  Lifbon, 
and  in  the  fouthern  diftrids,  as 


0*2 1 

he  did  not  dare  to  detach  any 
troops  towards  Porto.  Soon  after 
the  provifional  government  had 
been  eftablifhed  there,  indeed,  he 
fent  general  Loifon  with  three 
thoufand  men  againfl  the  place  ; 
but  Loifon,  upon  learning  the  fe- 
rious  turn  which  events  had  taken, 
proceeded  no  further  than  Ama- 
rante,  and  returned  to  Lifbon. 

The  junta  at  Porto  took  the 
lead  in  Portugal  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  that  of  Seville  did  in  Spain. 
They  eftablifhed  an  intercourfe 
with  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  the  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Enolifh  fleet  ftationed 
off  the  Tagus,  invited  their  coun¬ 
trymen  to  fend  in  patriotic  con¬ 
tributions  in  fpecie,  cloth  for 
uniforms,  provifions,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  raifed  taxes  for  the  fupport 
of  the  war,  and  figned  a  -  ^  , 
treaty  of  alliance  between  * 1 
Spain  and  Portugal.  The  I^’ 
reprefentations  which  they  had 
made  to  the  Englifh  cabinet  were 
favourably  received,  and  an  arma¬ 
ment  was  prepared  at  Cork  to 
proceed  to  their  affiftance  in  the 
firft  inftance,  and  to  join  with 
their  forces  in  ulterior  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  Spaniards,  as  it  was 
conceived  that  the  Portuguefe 
would  ardently  accede  to  any  plan 
which  might  be  concerted  for  that 
purpofe.  It  was  reported  in  Eng¬ 
land  that  the  duke  of  York  was 
to  take  the  command  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition.  The  rumour,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  was  extremely  impro¬ 
bable  that  minifters  had  any  fnch 
appointment  in  contemplation, 
completely  demonftrated  the  fert- 
timents  of  the  public  refpe&ing 
the  military  abilities  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  received.  A  general  feel¬ 
ing  of  difguft  became  prevalent : 

defeat, 
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defeat,  calamity,  and  difgrace  were 
predifted.  The  editors  of  the 
daily  papers,  almoft  without  ex¬ 
ception,  deprecated  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  illuftrious  perfonage 
on  various  grounds  :  fome  of  them 
argued  from  part  failures  ;  the  dif- 
aftrous  campaign  in  Flanders,  the 
unfortunate  expedition  and  retreat 
from  the  Helder,  were  brought 
to  the  recolleftion  of  the  public, 
accompanied  with  remarks  con¬ 
taining  grave  and  bitter  reprehen- 
fion,  or  pointed  with  the  moft 
cauftic  ftrcafm :  others  not  lefs 
fevere,  affected  to  deplore  expofing 
the  perfon  of  a  prince  of  the  blood 
to  unneceflary  danger,  or  to  pof- 
lible  capture,  thus  with  ferious 
derifion  anticipating  the  refult  of 
his  appointment :  and  fome,  with 
good  reafon,  afluming  that  refpon- 
fibility  ought  invariably  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  command,  infilled  that 
if  a  prince  took  the  field,  the 
nation  had  no  guarantee  for  the 
due  and  able  performance  of  duty. 
The  nomination  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wellefley  as  commander  of  the 
troops,  however,  foon  allayed  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  community 
on  this  point,  and  put  fatire  and 
inventive  to  reft,  as  the  bell  hopes 
were  entertained  of  the  fortunes 
of  the  armament  under  his  di- 
reftion. 

The  forces  amounting  to  about 
ten  thoufand  men,  failed  from  Cork 
on  the  12th  of  July,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Cape  Finifterre,  while  Sir 
Arthur  himfelf  repaired  in  a  fri¬ 
gate  to  Corunna,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  20th.  Being  informed  that 
the  French  had  defeated  the  Spa¬ 
niards  at  Rio  Seco  by  the  junta 
of  Galicia,  he  confulted  them  as 
to  the  immediate  employment  of 
the  troops  under  his  orders,  offering 


to  co-operate  with  the  Spaniards, 
as  he  was  empowered  to  do  by 
his  inftruftions  in  cafe  he  Ihould 
deem  it  expedient.  The  junta 
declined  his  propofal,  becaufe  they 
declared  that  they  had  men  in 
abundance,  and  wifhed  for  no  af- 
fiftance,  except  in  the  lhape  of 
money,  arms,  and  ammunition  ; 
but  they  recommended  him  to 
direft  his  forces  againft  thofe  of 
Junot,  becaufe  the  expulfion  of 
the  French  from  Portugal  would 
be  a  fervice  of  great  advantage  to 
the  patriots  in  the  whole  peninfula  ; 
and  they  fuggefted  the  propriety 
of  his  landing  in  the  north  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  that  he  might  be  aided  by 
Portuguefe  troops  in  his  enterprife. 
In  compliance  with  this  advice, 
fir  Arthur  failed  to  Porto,  and 
on  the  24th  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  bilhop  and  general  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that  there  was  in 
the  city  a  corps  of  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  men,  befides  volun¬ 
teers,  peafants,  and  three  hundred 
Spanilh  infantry,  but  that  five 
thoufand  regular  Portuguefe  troops 
were  ftationed  at  Coimbra,  who 
could  co-operate  with  him.  From 
Porto  fir  Arthur,  after  ordering 
the  fleet  to  fail  to  Mondego  Bay, 
went  to  confer  with  admiral  Cot¬ 
ton  off  Lifbon  upon  the  facilities 
of  landing  near  that  city.  Here 
he  received  difpatches  from  general 
Spencer,  who  with  about  fix  thou¬ 
fand  men  had  taken  a  pofition  at 
Xeres,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
able  either  to  fupport  Caftanos  in 
cafe  he  Ihould  be  defeated,  or  join 
fir  Arthur,  who  he  had  fuppofed 
muft  aft  as  an  auxiliary  to  Caf¬ 
tanos,  to  enable  him  to  oppofe 
Dupont  with  fuccefs.  Sir  Arthur 
thinking  it  would  prove  more  ufe- 

ful 
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ful  to  the  common  caufe  if  the 
forces  uuder  general  Spencer  were 
united  with  his  own,  directed  that 
officer  to  join  him.  As  from  the 
beft  intelligence  which  could  be 
collected,  there  were  from  twelve 
to  fourteen  thoufand  French  in 
Lilbon,  and  about  four  thoufand 
quartered  in  different  garrifons  at 
no  great  diftance,  it  was  held  to 
be  unadvifable  to  debark  in  the 
Tagus  or  any  of  the  fmall  bays 
near  it,  as  the  Englifh  would  in 
that  cafe  be  expofed  to  be  attacked 
by  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  ; 
it  was  therefore  decided  to  land 
in  the  Mondego.  Upon  his  arri¬ 
val  in  that  bay  on  the  30th,  he 
received  information  from  minif- 
ter,  that  five  thoufand  men  under 
brigadier-general  Ackland  would 
be  fent  to  reinforce  him,  and  that 
ten  thoufand  men,  who  had  arrived 
from  Sweden  with  general  Moore, 
would  fpeedily  follow  them,  and 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  place  all  the  troops  in 
Portugal  under  the  orders  of  fir 
Hew  Dalryrr.ple,  and  appoint  fir 
Harry  Burrard  fecond  in  command. 
He  was  alfo  acquainted  with  the 
furrender  of  Dupont,  and  that 
Junot  had  been  forced  to  detach 
general  Loifon  with  fix  thoufand 
men  to  quell  an  infurre&ion  in  the 
Alentejo.  As  it  was  confequently 
certain  that  the  Englifrt  would  not 
have  to  contend  with  fuperior  num¬ 
bers,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft  the 
difembarkation  of  the  troops  com¬ 
menced,  but  it  was  not  completed 
until  the  5th,  owing  to  the  ftate 
of  the  weather.  The  corps  of 
general  Spencer  entered  the  river 
the  next  day,  and  was  landed  on 
the  7th. 

Left  it  might  be  impoffible  to 
preferve  a  communication  with 
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the  {hips,  while  the  army  was  on 
its  march  to  Lilbon,  arrangements 
were  made  for  conveying  with  it 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  ftores  till 
it  reached  the  Tagus.  On  the 
gth  the  advanced  guard  moved 
forward  towards  Leyria  where  it 
halted,  and  was  joined  by  the 
main  body  on  the  11th,  fir  Arthur 
having  haftened  the  progrefs  of 
the  troops  thither,  to  preferve  the 
magazines  that  had  been  collect¬ 
ed  in  the  town  for  the  Portuguefe 
army,  which  were  threatened  by 
the  French  generals  Laborde  and 
Thomiere,  who  had  collected  five 
or  fix  thoufand  men  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  with  that  defign.  The 
Portuguefe  did  not  come  up  until 
the  nth.  They  confuted  alto¬ 
gether  of  fix  thoufand  infantry, 
and  fix  hundred  horfe.  In  the 
mean  time  the  junta  of  Galicia 
had  fent  intelligence  to  fir  Arthur, 
that  notwithftanding  Jofeph  Buo¬ 
naparte  had  thought  it  neceflary 
to  fly  from  Madrid  in  confequence 
of  the  difafters  which  had  befallen 
the  French  arms,  marfhal  Beflieres 
appeared  determined  to  enter  Por¬ 
tugal  to  make  a  diverflon  in  favour 
of  Junot,  and  that  neither  Blake 
nor  Cuefta  would  be  able  to  coun¬ 
teract  his  defign  ;  but  the  Englilh 
general  conceived  that  Beflieres, 
inftead  of  marching  into  Portugal, 
would  cover  the  retreat  of  Jofeph 
Buonaparte  towards  the  French 
frontier,  and  whether  he  did  fo  or 
not,  it  was  obvious  to  fir  Arthur 
that  he  Ihould  have  time  for  his 
operations  againft  Junot,  before 
Beflieres  could  arrive  in  Portugal 
to  interrupt  them  ;  and  it  wa* 
probable  that  general  Ackland's 
corps,  or  fir  John  Moore’s,  would 
land  in  the  country  before  Beflieres 
could  come  from  the  north  of  Spain. 

Judging 
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Judging  therefore  that  the  fuccefs 
of  his  undertaking  depended  on 
the  promptitude  of  his  advance, 
fir  Arthur  refolved  to  pufh  on  to 
Lifbon  as  quickly  as  he  could. 

The  celerity  of  the  Englilh  had 
already  foiled  the  views  of  the 
French  ;  for  Loifon  having  effedled 
the  fervice  for  which  he  was  fent 
into  the  Alentejo,  had  returned  to 
Eflremadura,  croffed  the  Tagus  at 
Ahrantes,  and  on  the  i  ith  entered 
Thomar,  a  town  about  fix  and 
twenty  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
Leyria,  in  which  lad  place  he  hoped 
to  form  an  union  with  Laborde. 
The  latter  was  now  at  Alcoba^a, 
a  town  diftant  from  Leyria  twenty 
miles  in  a  fouth-weft  direction  ; 
fo  that  by  the  nature  of  the  roads, 
a  jun&ion  of  the  French  forces 
was  only  practicable  by  a  long 
detour.  While  the  combined  army 
was  at  Leyria,  the  Portuguefe 
general,  Bernadino  de  Freire,  re¬ 
newed  a  mod  unreafonable  demand 
to  be  fupplied  during  the  campaign 
with  dores  by  the  Britifh.  fie 
had  made  a  fimilar  requed  before 
the  troops  had  been  fet  in  motion, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  the  repre- 
fentations  then  offered  had  con- 
vinced  him  of  the  impoffibility  of 
granting  it®  Neve.rthelefs,  when 
the  orders  were  iffued  to  the  army 
to  proceed  on  the  route  to  Lifbon, 
he  fent  a  meffage  to  fir  Arthur 
Welledey,  informing  him  that  if 
the  Portuguefe  did  not  receive 
provifions  from  the  Englifh  com- 
miffariat,  he  fhould  feparate  them 
from  Englifh.  forces,  and  march 
by  the  way  of  Thomar  towards 
Santarem,  on  which  road,  he  faid, 
he  fhould  find  plenty  of  fudenance, 
which  he  could  not  hope  to  do  if 
he  accompanied  the  Britifh  army  j 
and  he  added  that  by  this  proce¬ 


dure  he  fhould  be  able  to  intercept 
the  return  of  the  French  to  Lifbon. 
Sir  Arthur  remondrated  with  him, 
but  without  effed  ;  he  then  en¬ 
treated  the  Portuguefe  general  at 
lead  to  fend  him  all  his  cavalry 
and  light  troops,  with  a  thoufand 
infantry,  upon  his  engaging  to 
afford  them  the  requifite  fubdd- 
ence,  and  to  this  arrangement 
Freire  acceded.  Sir  Arthur  after¬ 
wards  afcertaining  that  the  refour- 
ces  of  the  country  through  which 
his  line  of  march  lay,  would  be 
amply  abundant  for  the  fudenance 
of  the  Portuguefe,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  Freire  to  proceed  with 
him  :  that  officer  was  found  in¬ 
dexible.  Freire  was  ladly  im¬ 
portuned,  if  he  would  not  accom¬ 
pany  the  Britifh,  to  remain  in 
their  rear,  and  not  by  his  projefred 
movement  to  expofe  his  corps  to 
the  chance  of  dedruftion.  He  at 
fird  refufed  to  follow  this  advice  ; 
but  fubfequently  he  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  continue  at  Leyria.  It  was 
fuppofed  by  fir  Arthur  Welledey, 
that  the  Portuguefe  general  con- 
fidered  the  Englifh  forces  wholly 
inadequate  to  perform  the  fervice 
in  which  they  had  engaged  ;  and 
if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  his  con¬ 
duct  is  unaccountable. 

The  Englifh  army  paffed  through 
Alcoba^a  and  arrived  at  Caldas  on 
the  15th,  the  French  falling  back 
as  it  advanced.  On  this  day  a 
party  of  the  Britifh  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  enemy,  and  drove 
him  from  a  village  to  the  fouth  of 
the  town ;  but  incautioudy  ven¬ 
turing  to  purfue  him,  it  would 
have  been  cut  off  had  not  general 
Spencer  come  to  its  affidance. 
After  this  affair  Laborde  poded 
the  French,  amounting  to  fix  thou¬ 
fand  men,  accompanied  with  five 
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pieces  of  artillery,  on  the  heights 
near  Roleia,  which  he  determined 
to  defend,  efpecially  as  he  expected 
to  he  joined  by  Loifon  in  the  courfe 
of  the  following  day.  As  it  was 
impoffible  to  purfue  the  diredft  road 
to  Lifbon  without  forcing  thefe 
heights,  they  were  attacked  by 
the  Britifh  on  the  i6rh.  The 
Portuguefe  troops  turned  the  ene¬ 
my’s  left  and  penetrated  into  his 
rear  ;  general  Fergufon  executed 
the  fame  manoeuvre  on  the  enemy’s 
right,  and  the  main  body  of  the 
army  affailed  his  centre.  The 
French  fought  with  their  accuf- 
tomed  bravery  and  fkill  ;  they 
were  neverthelefs  driven  from  the 
"everal  pofitions  which  they  occu- 
ed  during  the  adion,  with  the 
1  of  a  great  number  of  men, 
a  tic  three  pieces  of  cannon ;  but 
they  eifeded  a  retreat  in  good 
order  to  Torres  Vedras,  Loifon 
having  formed  a  junction  with 
them  on  their  march  thither.  The 
killed,  wounded,  and  milling,  of 
the  Englilh  were  four  hundred  and 
feventy  nine  ;  and  amongft  the 
firft  was  the  honourable  colonel 
Lake. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellefiey  having 
received  advice  on  the  17th,  that 
brigadier-general  Anftruther  with 
a  part  of  the  forces  detached  from 
England  under  brigadier* general 
Ackland  was  off  the  coaft  of  Pe- 
niche,  marched  to  Lourinha  to 
proted  the  landing  of  the  troops, 
and  that  objed  being  accomplilhed 
on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  the 
■next  day  he  encamped  at  Vimiera, 
with  the  intention  of  pufhing  on 
towards  Mafra,  and  turning  the 
potition  of  -he  enemy,  whofe  col¬ 
lided  force  under  Junot  in  perfon 
was  now  Rationed  at  Torres  Ve¬ 
dras,  that  general  having  refolved 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VJ.II,  New 


to  attack  the  Britifh  army  before 
it  could  receive  further  reinforce¬ 
ments.  Sir  Arthur  had  given 
orders  for  the  execution  of  this 
plan  on  the  following  day  ;  but 
as  fir  Harry  Burrard  had  arrived 
in  the  roads  of  Maceira  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Britifh  army, 
fir  Arthur  had  a  conference  with 
him  that  night  on  board  the  veflel 
in  which  he  had  failed,  and  fir 
Harry  thought  it  would  be  better 
for  the  army  to  halt  in  its  prefent 
polition,  until  the  expeded  re¬ 
inforcements  joined  it,  as  it  was 
deficient  in  cavalry,  and  in  artil¬ 
lery  horfes,  and  becaufe  while  the 
French  would  be  nearer  their  re- 
fources  by  falling  back  on  Lifbon, 
it  might  be  dangerous  to  move 
the  Britifh  to  any  confiderable 
diflance  from  the  vidualling  fhips. 
The  orders  were  confequently  re¬ 
called. 

The  village  of  Vimiera  ftands 

u 

in  a  valley,  through  which  the 
little  river  Maceira  runs  to  the 
fea  ;  north-weft  of  the  village  is 
a  mountain  which  ftretches  from 
the  coaft  in  a  femicircular  direc¬ 
tion  towards  the  eaft,  where  it 
is  fepa rated  by  a  deep  ravine  from 
the  heights  further  eaftward,  over 
which  lies  the  road  to  Lourinha. 
On  this  mountain  the  major  part 
of  the  infantry  was  polled  with 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  j  major- 
general  Hill’s  brigade  being  on 
the  right,  major-general  Fergufon’s 
on  the  left,  having  one  battalion 
on  the  eaftern  heights  beyond  the 
ravine.  South-eaft  of  the  village 
is  a  hill  which  commands  all  the 
ground  in  that  diredion  ;  but  this 
hill  is  commanded  by  the  moun¬ 
tain  on  the  north-weft.  Brigadier- 
general  Fane  with  the  riflemen 
and  50th  regiment,  and  brigadier- 
Series,  [Pj  general 
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general  Anftrntber,  with  his  bri- 
gade  of  infantry,  half  a  brigade  of 
fix  pounders  and  half  a  brigade  of 
nine  pounders,  were  ftationed  on 
this  hill.  The  cavalry  and  the 
referve  of  artillery  were  in  the 
valley,  both  flanking  and  fupport- 
Ing  general  Fane’s  advanced  guard. 
The  heights  over  which  the  road 
to  Lourinha  pafTes  had  only  been 
occupied  by  a  picquet,  as  the  camp 
had  been  taken  up  but  for  one 
night.  In  this  pofition  the  Eng- 
]i(h  were  attacked  bv  Tunot  on 
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ing  large  bodies  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  appeared  on  the  heights 
near  the  road  to  Lourinha,  and 
menaced  the  left  of  the  Britifti 
army.  General  Fergufon  with 
four  brigades  was  immediately 
moved  acrofs  the  ravine  ;  the  For- 
tuguefe  who  had  been  in  the  valley 
took  poft  on  the  mountain  to  the 
north-weft  of  the  village,  and  were 
Supported  by  general  Craufurd’s 
brigade.  Several  columns  of  the 
enemy  began  the  attack  on  the 
advanced  guard,  but  they  were 
checked  by  the  bayonets  of  the 
regiments  of  which  it  was  com- 
pofed.  Beftdes  this  oppofltion, 
they  were  taken  in  flank  by  bri¬ 
gadier-general  Ackland’s  brigade, 
as  it  was  advancing  to  the  heights 
acrofs  the  ravine  ;  and  they  were 
cannonaded  alfo  in  flank  by  the 
artillery  on  thofe  heights.  After 
a  moft  defperate  cofitdl  the  enemy 
was  drive.,  back  in  confufion,  with 
the  lofs  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon, 
many  prifoners,  and  a  great  number 
of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 
He  was  purfued  by  a  detachment 
of  the  20th  light  dragoons  •  but 
his  cavalry  was  fo  much  fuperior 
in  numbers,  that  this  detachment 
fuffered  greatly,  and  the  command¬ 


ing  officer,  lieutenant-colonel  Taya 
lor,  was  killed.  Nearly  at  the 
fame  time,  the  attack  was  made 
on  the  heights  near  the  road  to 
Lourinha  :  it  was  fupported  by 
large  bodies  of  cavalry,  and  was 
made  with  the  ufual  impetuofity 
of  the  French  troops.  The  bri¬ 
gades  under  the  command  of  gene¬ 
ral  Fergufon  received  the  enemy 
with  fteadinefs,  and  after  fome 
fevere  lighting  repulfed  him.  In 
general  Fergufon’ s  ad  vance  he  took 
fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  made 
many  prifoners.  The  French  af¬ 
terwards  attempted  to  recover  part 
of  their  artillery  which  had  been 
placed  in  a  valley  and  was  guarded 
by  the  71ft  and  82nd  regiments  : 
thefe  regiments  retiring  from  the 
low  ground,  afeended  the  height, 
halted,  faced  about,  fired  on  the 
enemy,  and  fucceeded  in  obliging 
him  to  retreat  with  great  lofs. 
The  vidlory  was  now  complete, 
although  a  part  only  of  the  Britifli 
army  had  been  actually  engaged, 
and  the  French  had  a  fuperior  force 
of  cavalry,  with  a  more  numerous 
train  of  artillery  in  the  aftion  :  it 
was  purchafed  on  the  part  of  the 


Englifh  with  the  lofs  of  feven 


hundred  and  eighty  eight  men, 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  in¬ 
cluding  four  officers  killed,  and 
thirty  feven  wounded.  The  lofs 
of  the  enemy  in  men  is  not  ftated, 
but  it  muft  have  been  great.  One  of 
the  French  generals  was  killed,  and 
another,  general  Bernier,  wound¬ 
ed  and  taken  prifoner.  Thirteen 
pieces  ol  cannon,  twenty-three 
ammunition  waggons,  with  pow¬ 
der,  (hells,  (lores  of  all  kinds, 
and  twenty-fix  thoufand  rounds 
of  ammunition,  were  alfo  taken 
by  the  vigors. 

Sir  Harry  Burrard  had  arrived 


on 
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on  the  ground  before  the  battle 
began,  but  was  fo  fatisfied  with 
the  difpofitions  made  by  fir  Arthur 
Wellefley,  that  he  declined  taking 
the  command  of  the  army,  as  he 
wifhed  the  latter  to  conclude  the 
operations  which  he  had  fo  ably 
commenced.  When  the  fortune  of 
the  day  was  decided,  and  the  ene¬ 
my  appeared  to  be  retreating  in 
diforder,  fir  Arthur  propofed  to 
fir  Harry,  that  the  French  fhculd 
be  purfued  ;  fir  Harry  however, 
ftili  conceiving  that  the  reafons 
again  ft  advancing  were  undiminifh- 
ed  by  the  viftcry,  determined  not 
to  move  forward  until  the  army 
Ihould  be  reinforced  by  the  troops 
under  fir  John  Moore,  who  had 
then  arrived  in  Mondego  Bay. 

On  the  2 2d  fir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
who  had  been  directed  to  take  the 
command  of  all  the  forces  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  arrived  from  Gibraltar  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Vimiera. 
Soon  after  he  landed,  general  Kel- 
lerman  appeared  at  the  outpoft 
with  a  flag  of  truce  from  Junot, 
to  propofe  an  armifticefor  the  pur- 
pofe  of  concluding  a  convention  for 
the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  troops.  A  fufpenfion  of 
hoftili ties  was  agreed  to  the  fame 
day,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  ri¬ 
ver  Sizandro  was  to  form  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  Britilh 
and  French,  neither  of  them  occu¬ 
pying  Torres  Vedras,  which  Hands 
on  its  left  bank.  The  Englifh 
general  undertook  to  include  the 
Portuguefe  troops  in  the  armiftice, 
and  for  them  the  line  of  demarca¬ 
tion  was  to  be  from  Levria  to 

* 

Thomar.  The  French  were  not 
in  any  cafe  to  be  confidered  pri- 
foners  of  war  ;  all  the  individuals 
who  compofed  th°ir  army  were  to 
be  tranfported  to  France  with  their 


arms  and  baggage,  and  the  whole 
of  their  private  property,  from 
which  nothing  was  to  be  excepted* 
No  individual,  whetherPortuguefe, 
French,  or  of  a  nation  allied  to 
France,  was  to  be  called  to  account 
for  his  political  conduct  ;  but  his 
property  was  to  be  refpefted,  and  he 
was  to  be  at  full  liberty  to  withdraw 
from  Portugal  within  a lirrii ted  time, 
if  he  chofe  to  do  fo.  When  the  Eng* 
lifh  army  and  fleet  obtained  poflef- 
fton  of  the  town  and  port  of  Lifbon, 

they  were  not  to  moleft  the  Ruffian 
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fquadron  during  its  continuance  in 
the  Tagus,  nor  flop  it  when  its 
commander  wifhed  to  fail,  nor  was 
the  Englifti  fleet  to  purfue  it  after 
it  had  failed,  until  the  time  fixed 
by  maritime  law.  All  the  artillery 
of  French  calibre,  and  the  French 
cavalry  horfes,  were  to  be  fent  to 
France. 

The  definitive  convention  was 
not  figned  until  the  30th  ;  and  the 
chief  additional  proviflons  contain¬ 
ed  in  this  inftrument  were  to  the 
following  effefl.  The  Englifh 
government  was  to  furnifh  the 
means  of  conveyance  to  the  French 
army,  which  was  to  be  difembark- 
ed  in  any  of  the  ports  of  France 
between  Rochefort  and  IPOrient. 
The  French  army  was  allowed  to 
difpofe  of  fuch  part  of  its  equip¬ 
ments  as  the  commander  in  chief 
might  judge  it  unneceflary  to  em¬ 
bark  ;  and  all  the  individuals  be- 
longing  to  it  were  tx  be  fuffered 
to  difpofe  of  their  private  property 
of  every  defeription,  with  full  fe- 
curity  to  the  purchafers.  The  em¬ 
barkation  was  to  take  place  in 
th  ree  divifions  ;  and  the  firft  divi- 
fion  was  to  quit  Portugal  within 
feven  days  after  the  convention 
was  ratified.  All  the  fick  and 
wounded  who  could  not  be  fent  off 
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were  entrufted  to  the  Britifh  army, 
and  were  afterwards  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  France.  The  forts  of 
Saint  Julien,  the  Bugio,  and  the 
Cafcaes  were  to  be  occupied  by  the 
Britifh  troops  on  the  ratification 
of  the  convention  ;  Lifbon  and  its 
citidel  together  with  its  forts  and 
batteries  were  to  be  given  up  when 
the  fecond  divifion  was  embarked  ; 
and  the  fortreftes  of  Elvas,  Alma- 
da,  Peniche,  and  Palmela,  as  foon 
as  the  Britifh  could  occupy  them. 
Should  doubts  arife  as  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  any  article,  they  were  to  be 
explained  favourably  to  the  French. 
One  article  was  of  a  moil  reprehen. 
iible  nature  ;  for  from  the  date  of 
this  agreement,  all  arrears  of  con¬ 
tributions,  requifitions,  or  claims 
whatever  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  againft  the  fubjecfs  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  or  any  other  perfons  refiding 
in  the  country,  founded  on  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Portugal  by  the  French 
troops  in  the  month  of  December, 
1807,  which  might  not  have  been 
paid  up,  were  cancelled  ;  and  all 
fequeft rations  laid  upon  their  pro¬ 
perty,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
taken  off :  thus  all  the  previous 
robberies  and  a&s  of  extortion  of 
a  public  nature  committed  by  the 
French,  during  their  refidenee  in 
the  country,  were  fecured  to  them. 
The  Spanifh  troops  detained  on 
board  fhips  in  the  port  of  Lif¬ 
bon  were  to  be  given  up  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifh 
army,  who  engaged  to  induce  the 
Spaniards  to  reftore  fuch  French 
fubjeCts,  cither  military  or  civil, 
as  might  have  been  detained  in 
Spain,. without  being  taken  in  but¬ 
tle  ;  and  there  was  to  be  an  imme¬ 
diate  exchange  eftabliflied  for  all 
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ranks  of  prifoners  made  in  Portugal, 
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fince  the  commencement  of  hoftili. 
ties. 

Sir  Charles  Cotton  very  proper¬ 
ly  refufed  to  agree  to  that  article 
in  the  armiftice,  which  ftipulated 
for  the  departure  of  the  Ruffian 
fquadronfor  a  certain  time  without 
purfuit  ;  and  a  feparate  ^ 
convention  was  concluded  * 
between  him  and  admiral 
Siniavin,  whereby  it  was  fettled 
that  the  Ruffian  fhips  fhould  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  Engliih,  to  be 
held  as  a  depofit  by  his  Britannic 
majefty  until  fix  months  after  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace  between  Ruf- 
fia  and  England  :  Siniavin  with 
the  officers,  Tailors,  and  marines 
under  his  command,  were  to  be 
conveyed  to  Ruffia  by  Englifix 
fhips,  without  any  condition  re- 
fpeCiing  their  future  fervices. 

The  Portuguese  viewed  all  tllefe 
arrangements  with  extreme  difguft 
and  indignation.  Pillaged  as  they 
had  been  by  the  French  in  the  moft 
fhamelefs  manner,  and  outraged  in 
their  feelings  by  the  infolence  and 
brutality  of  their  oppreftbrs,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  they  fhould 
be  exafperated  at  the  efcape  of  this 
banditti  with  impunity,  and  alfo 
with  the  fruits  of  their  extortion. 
Their  refentment  was  natural  and 
juft.  But  the  Portuguefe  general, 
Bernadino  de  Friere,  whofe  pre¬ 
vious  conduct  in  feparating  his 
troops  from  the  Englifh  forces 
might  have  warranted  his  filence, 
alfo  fuddenly  fell  a  glow  of  pa- 
triotifm  which  impelled  him  to  re- 
monflrate  again  ft  the  convention. 
Objections  would  have  come  from 
any  one,  perhaps,  with  better  grace 
than  a  man,  whofe  ardour  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country  could  be  re¬ 
ft  rained  when  he  might  have  co¬ 
operated: 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


operated  with  his  country’s  allies, 
againft  the  common  enemy.  He 
protefied,  he  Raid,  againft  the  con¬ 
vention,  becaufe  it  was  totally 
void  of  that  deference  whiph  was 
due  to  the  prince  regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  the  government  which  re- 
prefented  him  ;  and  on  account  of 
what  might  be  hoftile  in  it  to  the 
fovereign  authority  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  that  government,  and  for 
all  that  might  be  againft  the  hon¬ 
our,  fafety,  and  interefts  of  the  na¬ 
tion  :  becaufe  it  ftipulated  for  the 
furrender  of  fortified  places,  ftores, 
and  fhips,  to  the  Englifh  forces, 
without  folemnly  declaring  that 
this  furrender  was  momentary,  and 
that  it  was  intended  they  fhould  be 
immediately  reftored  to  the  prince 
regent  or  his  government,  to  whom 
they  belonged,  and  in  whofe  aid 
the  Englifh  forces  came  as  auxili¬ 
aries  :  becaufe  it  permitted  certain 
individuals  (the  partifans  of  the 
French)  to  refide  in  Portugal  ;  and 
it  attempted  to  engage  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  not  to  bring 
to  juftice  and  condign  punifhment, 
thofe  perfons  who  had  been  norori- 
oufly  and  fcandaloufly  difloyal  to 
their  prince  and  their  country,  by 
joining  and  ferving  the  French  ; 
and  even  if  the  projection  of  the 
Englifh  fhould  be  allowed  to  fcreen 
them  from  the  punifhment  which 
they  had  merited,  ftill  it  fhould  not 
prevent  their  expulfion,  whereby 
the  country  would  no  longer  have 
to  fear  that  it  might  be  again  be¬ 
trayed  by  the  fame  men.  He  .pro- 
tefted  finally  on  account  of  the 
want  of  attention  to  the  fafety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  and 
itsenvirons, nothing  having  been  fti¬ 
pulated  in  their  favour  to  inlure  their 
not  being  ftill  vexed  and  oppreffed 
by  the  French  during  their  flay. 

Although  thefe  objections  were 
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urged  by  a  perfon  who  was  fearcely 
entitled  to  make  them,  feveral  of 
them  were  founded  on  propriety. 
The  junta  of  Porto,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  perhaps  a ffumed  too  much  in 
wifhing  to  be  treated  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  ought  at  lea  ft 
to  have  obtained  that  refpeCf  which, 
from  its  patriotifm,  and  refpeCtabi- 
lity  as  a  public  body,  was  due  to 
it ;  but  flr  Arthur  Wellefley  did 
not  apprife  the  bifhop  of  Porto  of 
the  armiftice  until  three  days  after 
he  had  figned  it,  and  then  inform¬ 
ed  him  that  it  contained  nothing 
remarkable,  except  a  provifion  for 
fecuring  the  neutrality  of  the  port 
of  Lifbon  and  the  Ruffian  fquadron. 
The  biPnop  and  the  junta,  how¬ 
ever,  molt  probably  thought  it 
very  remarkable,  that  the  French 
fhould  be  allowed  to  carry  away 
all  their  plunder  under  the  defigna- 
tion  of  perfonal  property.  The 
complaint  of  general  Friere,  that 
the  fortified  places  were  furrender- 
ed  to  the  Englifh,  without  any  no¬ 
tice  ofreftitution  to  thePortuguefe, 
was  an  attack  rather  on  the  form 
than  the  fubftance  of  the  agree¬ 
ment.  The  places  ought  unquef- 
tionably  to  have  been  given  up 
either  to  the  Portuguefe  troops,  or 
to  the  Britifti  in  their  name  ;  but 
general  Freire  could  not  fuppofe 
that  the  Englifh  meant  to  retain 
them,  and  fir  Hew  Dalrymple  af- 
fured  him  that  he  fhould  take  every 
means  to  give  publicity  to  the 
avowal,  that  he  ferved  in  Portugal 
as  the  commander  of  a  force,  afting 
in  alliance  with  the  iovereign  of 
the  country ;  and  that  he  there¬ 
fore  confidered  himfelf  bound  by 
duty  and  honour,  as  far  his  judg¬ 
ment  and  abilities  extended,  to 
pay  as  ftriCl  a,  regard  to  the  inter¬ 
efts  of  the  prince  regent,  the  dig¬ 
nity  andfecurity  of  his  government, 
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and  the  welfare  of  the  nation  of 
which  he  was  the  lawful  ruler,  as 
even  general  Freire  himfelf.  The 
count  Monteiro  Mor  *  alfo,  as  a 
member  of  the  regency  left  by  the 
prince  of  Brazil,  and  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  Algarve, 
protefted  generally  againft  the  de¬ 
finitive  convention,  becaufe  the 
Portuguefe  government  was  not 
confulted  on  the  terms  of  it. 

Major-general  Beresford,  with 
lieutenant-colonel  lord  Proby,  on 
the  part  of  the  Englifh,  and  gene¬ 
ral  Kellerman  for  the  French,  were 
appointed  commifiioners  for  carry¬ 
ing  the  convention  into  effedi.  As 
foon  as  the  former  had  arrived  in 
Lifbon,  they  were  informed  that 
individuals  of  the  French  army 
were  felling  or  preparing  for  em¬ 
barkation,  property  to  a  large 
amount,  which  had  been  plundered 
in  the  moil  fhameful  manner.  They 
alfo  receive  intelligence  that  church 
plate  arifing  from  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  contributions  irnpofed  by  the 
French,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  had  been  melted 
into  bars,  and  was  Bill  in  the 
hands  of  different  French  adminif- 
trators,  who  intended  to  parry  it 
into  France  without  paying  the 
debts  of  the  army.  It  befides  ap¬ 
peared  that  a  fum  of  about  twenty- 
five  thoufand  pounds,  had  been 
taken  on  the  29th  of  Auguft  by 
Junot’s  order  from  the  Deppfito 
Publico,  or  bank  in  which  money 
is  placed  until  litigations  concern¬ 
ing  it  are  tried,  and  placed  on  the 
fame  day  in  the  public  treafury  of 
the  kingdom,  whence  it  was  re¬ 
moved  on  tfie  zd  of  September,  in 
diredl  violation  of  the  convention, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  paid  into 
the  cheft  of  the  army  ,  and  it  was 
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alfo  proved,  that  with  a  ft  ill  more 
infamous  difregard  of  the  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  treaty,  effects  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  public  magazines, 
for  the  equipment  of  the  French 
troops,  by  the  exprefs  order  of  Ju- 
not,  to  the  amount  of  fix  teen  thou¬ 
fand  pounds. 

The  Englifh  commifiioners,  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance,  demanded  the  re- 
ftitution  of  the  private  property 
which  had  been  plundered,  and  after 
much  difcuflion  with  general  Kel- 
lerman,  he  fuggefted  that  Junot 
fihould  iffue  an  order  of  the  day,  di¬ 
recting  every  perfon,  having  pri¬ 
vate  property,  whether  in  pictures 
or  other  moveables,  immediately 
to  reftore  it  to  the  owners.  This 
order  was  accordingly  made  ;  but 
it  produced  no  effect  whatever,  al¬ 
though  the  claims  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  were  hourly  increafing,  and 
many  of  thofe  prefented  to  thef 
commifiioners  were  for  effects  of 
very  great  value.  Much  corref- 
pondence  took  place  with  general 
Kellerman  on  this  fubjeft,  both  in 
interviews  and  by  writing.  All 
the  communications  of  the  general 
were  marked  by  fubterfuge  and 
vain  profeflions,  and  the  commif- 
fioners  were  obliged  at  laft  to  in¬ 
fill  on  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fpecial 
committee  to  enquire  into  all  the 
claims  prefented  by  the  Portuguefe, 
and  to  be  furnifhed  for  that  purpofe 
with  full  authority  to  fummon  per- 
Tons,  and  to  order  reftitution. 
The  labours  of  this  committee 
were  attended  with  the  beft  confe- 
quences,  andagreat  mafs  of  extreme¬ 
ly  valuable  property,  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  was  wrung  from  the  auda¬ 
cious  banditti,  who  had  hoped  to 
convert  it  to  their  own  ufe. 

The  queftion  of  the  filver  in 

s  huntfman, 
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bars  oceafioned  much  altercation. 
Kellerman  declared  that  the  con¬ 
vention  guaranteed  to  the  French 
whatever  was  in  their  pofleffion 
previoufly  to  the  firft  day  of  the 
truce  :  he  afterwards  was  autho- 
rifed  by  Junot  to  propofe  that 
none  of  the  filver  fhould  be  taken 
out  of  the  country,  and  that  the 
French  fhould  pay  the  debts  of 
their  army  with  it,  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  it  was  fa  id,  it  had  ever  been 
e.xprefsly  intended  :  and  if  after  the 
debts  were  paid,  any  remained,  it 
fnould  be  delivered  up.  This  of¬ 
fer  was  accepted  by  fir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple  ;  and  the  filver  was  dif- 
pofed  of  in  this  manner.  The 
Englifh  commiffioners  required 
that  the  twenty-five  thoufand 
pounds  taken  from  the  Depolito 
Publico  fhould  be  refunded,  they 
alfo  demanded  that  complete  fatif- 
faftion  fiiould  be  given  to  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  magazines,  from  which 
effeCts  had  been  removed  fubfequent 
to  the  30th  of  Auguft.  The  juf- 
tice  of  thefe  claims  was  admitted, 
and  promifes  of  immediate  payment 
were  made,  but  had  not  been  ful¬ 
filled  when  Junot  went  on  board 
the  frigate  which  was  to  carry 
him  to  France.  Being  called 
upon  to  execute  his  promifes,  he 
endeavoured  to  evade  performing 
them  under  various  pretexts  j  fo 
that  the  commiffioners  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  apply  to  fir  Charles  Cot¬ 
ton  to  detain  the  fecond  divifion  of 
the  French,  as  well  as  general  Ju¬ 
not,  until  thefe  points  fhould  be 
properly  arranged.  After  much 
litigation,  it  was  agreed  by  gene¬ 
ral  Kellerman  that  the  forty  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  required  for  thefe  two 
objeCls  fhould  be  fupplied  from  the 
military  cheft.  During  the  three 
iaft  days  that  general  Junot  was  in 
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the  river,  orders  were  repeatedly 
given  by  Kellerman  to  the  pay- 
mnfier-general  to  that  effeCt,  but 
fome  fuhterfuge  was  always  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  latter,  and  the 
commiffioners  were  obliged  to  or¬ 
der  him  on  fhore  to  the  arfenal, 
with  his  cheft,  when  the  money 
was  at  length  paid.  The  French 
had  feleCted  fome  rare  fpecimens 
ot  the  objeCts  of  natural  hifiory 
from  the  public  mufeum,  and  fome 
valuable  manufcripts  from  the  royal 
libraries.  When  thefe  were  re¬ 
claimed,  Kellerman  obferved  that 
the  fpecimens  were  chiefly  dupli¬ 
cates,  and  were  a  valuable  acquifi- 
tion  to  the  fciences,  which  were  of 
all  countries  and  ought  to  be  uni- 
verfally  communicated  ;  the  French 
therefore  wifhed  to  carry  away 
thefe  rarities,  and  would  willingly 
make  fueh  compenfation  for  them 
as  fhould  be  thought  equitable.  A 
pofitive  refufal  was  given  to  this 
propofition,  and  all  the  articles  were 
reftored.  After  erery  care  and 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Britifti 
commiffioners,  it  is  moft  probable 
that  the  French  contrived  to  fecrete 
and  embark  a  confiderable  quanti¬ 
ty  of  their  plunder.  Some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  abandoned 
conduct  of  the  inferior  officers,  by 
the  difcovery  that  fifty-three  boxes 
of  indigo,  valued  at  3000/.  were 
found  amongft  the  baggage  of  Junot 
when  it  was  conveyed  to  the  veffel 
deftined  to  carry  him  to  France. 
Junot  difclaimed  all  knowledge  of 
the  tranfadion  ;  but  it  is  not  very 
likely  that  any  one  of  his  depen¬ 
dents  would  have  dared  to  place 
this  rapine  amongft  his  baggage 
without  the  general's  authority. 
As  an  example  of  Junot’s  honour 
in  pecuniary  tranfadions,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  faCl  will  be  fufficient.  He 
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had  exafted  from  the  Lifbon  nrier- 
chants  a  forced  loan  of  two  millions 
ol  crufadoes,  before  he  levied  the 
laft  contribution  of  twenty-eight 
millions  of  crufadoes  by  the  orders 
of  his  mailer*  and  he  promifed  to 
pay  the  two  millions  out  of  the 
latter  fiim  ;  but  after  the  battle  of 
Vimiera,  he  totally  refufed  to  li¬ 
quidate  this  debt,  and  the  merchants 
confequently  loll  their  money.  It 
may  leem  fu-perfluous  to  dwell  fo 
much  upon  the  notorious  and  ad¬ 
mitted  profligacy  of  the  French  in 
their  fyftem  of  extortion  ;  yet  it  is 
proper  to  place  on  record  an  authen¬ 
ticated  memorial  of  their  infamy  in 
this  refpeft,  contained  in  the  laft 
paragraph  of  the  report  of  their 
proceedings,  addreffed  by  general 
Beresford  and  lord  Proby  to  the 
commander  in  chief.  They  date 
that  the  conduft  of  the  French 
had  been  marked  by  the  mod: 
fhameful  difregard  of  honour  and 
probity,  publicly  evincing  their 
intention  of  departing  with  their 
booty,  and  leaving  acknowledged 
debts  unpaid ;  and  finally  they  had 
only  paid  what  they  were  obliged 
to  difgorge,  though  the  Britilh 
commiffioners  reprefented  to  gene¬ 
ral  Kellerman,  that  whatever  the 
words  of  the  convention  might  be, 
it  could  not  be  the  fpirit  of  any 
agreement,  that  an  army  fhould  as 
a  military  ched,  or  otherwife,  car¬ 
ry  off  public  money,  leaving  public 
debts  uncancelled  ;  and  called  upon 
him  for  the  honour  of  the  French 
army  and  nation  to  aft  judly  :  and 
yet,  unmindful  of  any  tie  of  hon¬ 
our  or  judice,  the  French  army 
had  taken  away  a  confiderable  fum 
in  the  military  ched,  leaving  its 
debts  unpaid  to  a  very  large 
amount. 5 *  The  fum  thus  men¬ 
tioned  was  didributed  by  thefe 


marauders  to  the  paymaflers  of 
their  different  regiments  to  be  de¬ 
ported  in  their  regimental  cheds, 
one  regiment  in  particular,  the 
70  th,  was  fuppofed  to  have 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  and  in  the  general  mili¬ 
tary  ched  was  three  months*  pay 
for  the  whole  army  !  Indeed,  fo 
fendble  were  the  French  of  the 
horror  and  deteftation  in  which 
they  were  held  by  the  Portuguefe, 
that  general  Kellerman  requeded 
lord  Proby  to  inform  fir  Hew  Dai¬ 
ry  mple,  that  he  felt  great  appre- 
henfion  of  the  outrages  which 
might  be  committed  by  the  popu¬ 
lace,  on  the  dav  fixed  for  embark- 
ing  the  fecond  diviilon  of  the 
French  troops,  that  he  hoped  the 
Britifh  force  which  fhould  take 
podedion  of  Lifbon  would  not  be 
lefs  than  ten  thoufand  men,  and 
that  they  would  enter  the  town 
before  the  French  were  on  board. 
This  precaution  proved  to  be  ne- 
ceiTary,  for  fuch  was  the  refen t men t 
of  the  Portuguefe  for  the  opprefiiqn 
which  they  had  differed,  that  it 
was  dangerous  for  any  Frenchman 
to  he  fee n  alone ;  every  one  of 
them  who  ventured  to  range 
through  the  dreets  was  murdered  ; 
and  on  fome  occafion  when  general 
Kellerman  came  on  fhore  after  he 
had  embarked,  he  was  immediate¬ 
ly  recognized  by  the  people,  al¬ 
though  he  was  dred  in  plain  clothes 
to  avoid  being  noticed,  and  he 
would  ha  ve  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their 
fury,  if  he  had  not  been  protefted 
by  the  Englifh  officers  who  were 
prefent  ;  but  he  could  not  be  re- 
feued  from  the  rage  of  the  populace 
before  he  had  received  feveral  fe- 
vere  wounds.  To  maintain  the 
tranquillity  of  the  city',  general 
Hope  publifhed  a  proclamation  af- 
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Hiring  the  inhabitants,  that  a  civil 
e  government  would  foon  be 
fubftituted  for  a  military- 
one  ;  but  that  in  the  mean 
time  it  would  be  neceffary  to  Na¬ 
tion  ftrong  guards,  picquets,  and 
pat  roles  in  various  directions,  in 
order  that  every  perfon  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  difiurb  the  public  peace 
might  be  taken  into  cuflody.  He 
alfo  prohibited,  under  the  exifting 
circumftances,  any  body  to  enter 
the  city  with  arms,  or  to  wear 
them  in  the  ftreets :  he  ordered  all 
inns  and  taverns,  where  wine  or 
fpirituous  liquors  were  fold  in 
fmall  quantities  to  be  fhut  up  at 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  not  to  be 


opened  before  fun. rife,  under  pain 
of  imprifonment  to  the  dealers  and 
forfeiture  of  their  liquors.  Final¬ 
ly,  he  invited  all  perfons  who  pof- 
iefled  any  authority  or  influence 
whatever,  whether  included  or  not 
in  the  body  of  the  magiftracy,  and 
more  particularly  the  holy  minif- 
ters  of  religion,  to  aflift  the  mili¬ 
tary  power  in  prefer ving  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  capital,  until  the 
civil  authority  was  reftored. 

The  French  troops  who  had  been 
quartered  at  Almeida,  were  march¬ 
ed  acrofs  the  country  to  Porto, 
there  to  be  embarked.  At  this  city 
they  converted  as  much  of  their 
plunder  as  they  could  into  calh, 
by  felling  it  to  fuch  as  would  pur- 
chafe  it ;  but  as  their  baggage  was 
examined  at  thecaftle  of  Saint  Joam 
de  Foz,  before  the  governor  and 
fir  Robert  Wilfon,  amongfl:  it  was 
found  fome  rich  veftments  of  the 
e.cclefiaffics.  Intelligence  of  this 
circumflance  immediately  found  its 
way  to  Porto,  the  people  rofewith 
the  intent  of  immolating  the  French 
to  the  rage  with  which  their  horror 
ol  facrilege  infpired  them  ;  nor 


could  the  bilhop,  fir  Robert  WiL 
fon,  or  the  Portugnefe  officers  calm 
the  tranfports  of  the  mob  without 
great  difficulty.  In  the  mean  time 
the  French  w'ere  embarked  ;  the 
populace,  however,  colleCled  in 
great  numbers  on  the  following 
morning,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  bilhop  anti  fir  Robert 
Wilfon  to  appeafe  them,  protefted 
that  the  French  mull  quit  the  (hips, 
and  have  their  baggage  again  ex¬ 
amined.  The  mob  appears  to  have 
been  fo  formidable,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  comply  with  its  defires. 
The  French  were  landed,  when  the 
fame  rabble,  who  were  fo  much  af¬ 
fected  by  the  horror  of  facrilege, 
rufhed  on  board  the  tranfports  and 
indiferiminately  plundered  every 
thing  which  they  contained,  not 
even  fparing  the  clothes  and  provi- 
fions  of  the  {hips*  crews !  At 
length  the  difturbance  was  quelled, 
and  the  French  fuffered  to  return  to 
their  (hips.  It  is  added,  that  com¬ 
plete  recompenfe  was  made  to  the 
Britifh  fubjeds  who  fuffered  on 
this  occafion  in  their  property,  by 
the  fuperior  order  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  city. 

The  whole  number  of  the  French 
fent  out  of  the  country  was  twenty- 
feven  thoufand  perfons,  of  whom 
twenty-two  thoufand  were  troops. 
As  foon  as  meafures  had  been 
adopted  for  their  departure,  fir  Hew 
nple  wrote  to  the 
of  Porto  to  requefl: 
his  afliftance  in  forming  a 
provifionai  government,  until  the 
pleafure  of  the  prince  of  Brafil 
could  be  known.  Sir  Hew  ftated 
in  his  letter  that  as  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  former  council  of 
regency  were  fufpeded  of  being  in 
the  French  intereft,  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  his  Britannic  majefty 
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to  acquiefce  in  the  return  of  thofe 
perfons  to  power  ;  but  fir  Hew 
earneftly  requeued  the  bifhop  to 
become  a  member  of  the  council 
which  was  to  be  eftablifhed.  The 
bifhop  replied  that  it  was  the  pecu¬ 
liar  wifh  of  the  junta  of  Porto  to 
reinflate  the  regency  as 
g  *  fpeedily  as  poflible,  and 
that  deputies  had  already 
left  Porto  three  days  to  confer 
with  fir  Hew  on  the  fubjefl  ;  he 
however  declined  becoming  a 
member  of  the  council.  He  after¬ 
wards  thought  proper  to  alter  his 
refolution,  and  confented  to  be  ap- 
pointedone  of  the  body,  although  his 
name  does  not  appear  amongft  thofe 
of  the  perfons  of  whom  it  was  com. 
pofed  ;  but  the  caufe  of  the  omiffion 
has  never  been  explained  in  the  do¬ 
cuments  produced  to  the  public.  It 
is  probable  that  fome  difference  of 
opinion  arofe  in  arranging  this 
matter  ;  for  fir  Hew  finally  reftored 
to  authority  the  five  members  of 
the  old  council  of  regency  whofe 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
prince  of  Brazil  was  known.  In 
^  his  proclamation  to  the 
'  Portuguefe  he  notified,  that 
1  *  he  (hould  beft  fulfil  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  king  his  mailer,  by 
placing  in  the  exercife  of  fovereign 
power  that  body  to  which  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  regent  had 
thought  fit  to  delegate  it,  when 
he  withdrew  from  the  infults  of  an 
implacable  enemy.  To  this  go¬ 
vernment  the  inferior  jurifdidUons, 
tribunals,  and  corporations,  with 
all  perfons  of  every  defcription, 
were  required  to  pay  proper  de¬ 
ference  and  fubmifiion.  Why  fir 
Hew  took  this  appointment  on 
himfelf,  it  is  impofiihle  to  fay. 
The  junta  at  Porto  had  fignified  to 
fir  Charles  Cotton  fo  far  back  as 
the  4th  of  Auguft,  that  in  the  event 
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of  the  French  being  expelled  from 
Liibon,  they  conceived  it  would 
be  proper,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
jealoufies  on  the  bufinefs,  to  re- 
ftore  fuch  of  the  former  members 
of  the  regency  to  power  as  had 
proved  their  adherence  to  their 
prince  and  country.  At  any  rate, 
it  was  wrong  to  iffue  a  proclamation 
for  thereinftatement  of  the  regency 
in  his  own  name  ;  becaufe  it  {hould 
have  been  left  to  the  regency 
itfelf  to  apprife  the  people,  that 
the  council  had  refumed  its  func. 
tions. 

A  very  pleafing  fpeflacle  ^ 
took  place  at  Lifbon,  when  * 
the  Spanifh  troops  who  had 
been  liberated  by  the  convention 
received  the  arms,  horfes,  and  ar¬ 
tillery  appropriated  to  them  ;  and 
every  care  was  taken  to  make  the 
ceremony  grand  and'  ftriking.  The 
number  originally  difarmed  by 
Junot  was  fivethoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  ;  but  two  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  had  made  their  efcapc,  and 
contrived  to  join  their  country¬ 
men.  This  fcene  was  peculiarly 
grateful  to  the  Portuguefe,  who 
moft  cordially  participated  in  the 
joy  manifefted  by  the  Spaniards 
on  the  occafion.  The  Spaniards 
were  afterwards  provided  with 
every  requifite  by  the  Britifti 
commander  to  march  into  Spain, 
The  Englilh  public  took  the 
moft  lively  intereft  in  the  affairs  of 
the  whole  peninfula,  and  efpecially 
in  the  expedition  to  Port  ugah 
When  therefore  the  gazette  gave 
an  account  of  the  battle  at  Vi- 
miera,  although  the  details  of  the 
affion  afforded  by  fir  Arthur  Wel- 
lefley  were  confuted  and  utterly  un¬ 
intelligible,  it  was  at  leafl  apparent 
that  he  meant  to  ftate  that  he  had 
gained  a  decided  victory  over  the 
French  commanded  by  Junot  in 
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perfon,  whom,  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  mod  people,  he  ftyled  the  duke 
of  Abrantes,  thus  acknowledging 
an  offenfive  title  conferred  on  the 
Frenchman  by  Buonaparte,  and 
taken  from  an  eftate  in  the  very 
country  of  an  ally,  whofe  rights 
his  Britannic  majefty  had  fent  out 
his  forces  to  affift  in  recover¬ 
ing  !  The  public  naturally  waited 
with  great  impatience  for  farther 
particulars,  not  without  confident 
expectation  that  the  next  intelli¬ 
gence  from  Portugal  would  an¬ 
nounce  the  complete  ruin  of  the 
French  army  and  its  entire  fub- 
miffion.  After  the  interval  of  a 
fortnight  the  intelligence  arrived  ; 
and  the  popular  mind  was  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  joyful  tidings 
by  the  firing  of  the  park  and  tower 
guns  at  ten  o’clock  at  night.  The 
molt  creative  imagination  can 
hardly  conceive  thedifappointment, 
grief,  and  indignant  feeling,  that 
were  manifefted  by  the  inhabitants 
©f  the  capital,  and  the  people  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  when 
they  perufed  the  narrative  of  the 
armiftice  and  definitive  convention 
which  had  been  concluded.  They 
could  fcarcely  think  it  credible  that 
fuch  a  refult  fhould  have  been  the 
fruit  of  an  aClion  fb  glorious  to  the 
Britifh  arms.  By  the  eftcCl  of 
the  definitive  convention,  a  large 
army  which  was  infulated,  and  to¬ 
tally  ufelefs  to  the  French  ruler, 
was  to  be  conveyed  in  a  (late  of 
perfe&  equipment,  at  the  expenfe 
of  Great  Britain,  to  the  weftern 
coaft  of  France,  whence  it  might 
fpeediiy  be  brought  into  play 
againft  the  patriots  of  Spain  ;  and 
fix  thoufand  Ruffian  feamcn  v/ere 
to  be  fent  home,  who  might  be  im¬ 
mediately  employed  againft  our 
ally  the  king  of  Sweden.  The 


enemy  had  reaped  all  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  and 
even  placed  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies  in  a  much  worfe  fituation  as 
to  a  military  view,  than  they  were 
before  the  engagement  occurred  : 
defeated  in  the  field,  the  French 
had  actually  gained  a  fplendid  and 
folid  victory  in  belligerent  com¬ 
binations.  That  part  of  the  con¬ 
vention  which  related  to  the  Ruf- 
fian  fhipsof war  excited  very  ftrong 
dilguft  :  accuftomed  to  hear  that 
the  vefiels  of  an  enemy  were 
brought  into  Englifh  ports  as 
prizes  to  the  gallantry  and  fkill 
of  its  feamen,  the  nation  regarded 
the  agreement  that  the  Ruffian 
men  of  war  fhould  be  taken  in  de- 
pofit  merely,  as  eminently  difgrace- 
ful  to  its  naval  charafter,  as  a  no¬ 
velty  which  fullied  the  luftre  of 
its  marine  achievements.  The 
writers  in  the  metropolitan  and 
provincial  newfpapers,  and  periodi¬ 
cal  publications,  fanned  the  flames 
of  popular  anger  ;  and  though  they 
did  not  aClually  infift  that  the 
French  in  Portugal  fhould  have 
been  compelled  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion,  the  opinions  which  they 
promulgated  nearly  amounted  to 
fuch  a  conclufion  ;  for  the  fenti- 
ments  of  non-combatants  never 
likely  to  be  committed  in  real 
danger,  are  always  remarkable  for 
a  character  of  defperate  valour. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London  prefen  ted  an  add  refs  to  the 
king,  in  which  after  commenting 
in  the  moll  fevere  terms  on  the 
convention,  pronounced  by  them 
to  be  ignominious  and  humiliating 
t©  the  nation,  they  prayed  his  ma- 
jefty,  “  in  juftice  to  the  outraged 
feelings  of  a  brave,  injured,  and 
indignant  people,  whofe  blood  and 
treafure  had  thus  been  expended, 
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as  well  as  to  retrieve  the  wounded 
honour  of  the  country,  and  to  re¬ 
move  from  its  character  fo  foul 
a  {lain  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  that 
his  majefty  would  he  gracioufly 
pleafed  immediately  to  inftitute 
fuch  an  inquiry  as  wouid  lead  to 
the  difcovery  and  punifhment  of 
thofe,  by  whofe  mifconduCl  and 
incapacity  the  caufe  of  the  country 
and  its  allies  had  been  fo  fhame- 
fully  facrificed.”  His  majefty’s 
reply  Hated,  that  ((  he  gave  credit 
to  the  motives  which  had  dictated 
the  petition  and  addrefs  of  the 
corporation  ;  but  that  he  mult  re¬ 
mind  them  that  it  was  inconfiftent 
with  the  principles  of  Britifh  juft  ice 
to  pronounce  judgment  without 
previous  inveftigadon.  He  fhould 
have  hoped  that  recent  occurrences 
would  have  convinced  them,  that 
he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  infti- 
tute  inquiries  tin  occafions  in  which 
the  character  of  the  country,  or 
the  honour  of  his  arms,  was  con¬ 
cerned  ;  and  that  the  interpolition 
of  the  City  of  London  could  not 
be  neceffary  for  inducing  him  to 
direCt  due  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
a  tranfaCtion,  “  which  had  difap- 
pointed  the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  the  nation.” 

The  king's  anfwer  gave  great 
offence  to  the  corporation,  and  con- 
fidering,  as  they  were  entitled  to 
do,  the  language  of  it  as  that  of 
his  advifers,  they  voted  feveral  re¬ 
solutions  on  the  fubjeCt.  They 
affirmed  that  it  was  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  fubjeCl  to  petition, 
and  that  this  right  ought  at  all 
times  to  be  freely  exercifed  in  every 
matter  of  public  grievance  with¬ 
out  obftruCtion  or  reproof :  that 
they  were  therefore  at  a  lofs  to 
know  by  what  conftruCtion  of  their 
petition,  however  ftrained  or  per¬ 


verted,  his  majefty’s  minifters 
could  attribute  to  them  any  in¬ 
tention  or  delire  to  pronounce  judg¬ 
ment  without  previous  inveftiga¬ 
tion  :  that  they  were  equally  at  a 
lofs  to  know  why  his  majefty’s 
advifers  fhould  have  deemed  it 
neceffary  to  remind  them,  (f  that 
it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Britifh  juftice,”  unlefs 
to  throw  an  unmerited  odium  on 
the  corporation,  and  raife  a  barrier 
between  them  and  the  crown,  on 
all  occafions  where  their  object 
was  free  and  conftitutional  inquiry  : 
that  had  the  court  refrained  from 
expreffing  to  his  majefty  their  feel¬ 
ings  at  the  humiliating  termination 
of  the  campaign  in  Portugal,  they 
muft  have  ceafed  to  feel — -to  think 
—  to  ad  as  Britons,  and  have  fhown 
themfelves  unfufceptible  of  that 
patriotifm  fo  effendally  neceffary 
lor  the  prefervation  of  their  liber¬ 
ties  ;  the  maintenance  of  their  na¬ 
tional  honour ;  and  the  indepen¬ 
dence  and  fecurity  of  his  majefty’s 
crown  and  dominions.  Then  at¬ 
tacking  the  concluding  part  of  the 
king’s  anfwer,  they  faid,  that  they 
particularly  regretted  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  fhould  have  been  advifed  to 
exprefs  a  hope,  “  that  recent  oc¬ 
currences  would  have  convinced 
them  that  his  majefty  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  inftitute  inquiries 
on  all  occafions  in  which  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  country,  or  the  honour 
of  his  arms  was  concerned  ;  and  that 
the  interpofition  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  could  not  be  neceffary  for  in¬ 
ducing  his  majefty  to  direCt  due  in¬ 
quiry  into  a  tranfaCtion  which  had 
difappointed  the  hopes  and  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  nation  becaufe  it 
appeared,  that  during  the  eventful 
period  of  the  laft  fifteen  years,  va¬ 
rious  enterprifes  and  expeditions 

had 
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had  been  undertaken,  <f  in  which 
the  character  of  the  country,  and 
the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  arms 
were  concerned,  which  had  griev- 
onfly  failed,  and  difappointed  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  na¬ 
tion, ’’  and  into  which  doe  inquiry 
had  not  been  made.  After  this 
obvious  allufion  to  the  difadrous 
campaigns  conduced  by  the  duke 
of  York,  the  corporation  proceeded 
to  comment,  in  a  drain  of  equal 
feverity,  on  other  queftionable  pro¬ 
ceedings  into  which  no  invedi¬ 
gation  had  taken  place,  and  they 
concluded  by  afierting,  “  that 
whoever  advifed  his  majedy  to 
put  fo  unfavourable  and  unwarrant¬ 
able  a  condruCfion  on  their  late 
petition,  had  abufed  the  confidence 
of  his  fovereign,  and  was  equally 
an  enemy  to  his  majedy  and  the 
jud  righ  ts  of  his  people.  They 
did  not  attribute  guilt  to  any  one, 
much  lefs  did  they  pronounce  judg¬ 
ment  without  previous  invediga. 
tion.  They  afked  for  invedigation, 
prompt  and  rigid  invedigation,  and 
the  pu'nifhment  of  guilt  wherever 
it  might  be  found.’' 

Meetings  were  alfo  called  in  the 
city  of  Wedminder,  in  the  counties 
of  Middlefex,  Hants,  and  Berks, 
to  petition  for  inquiry  into  the 
circumdances  relative  to  the  con¬ 
vention  ;  and  in  all  thefe  places  the 
refolutions  propofed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  carried  ;  but  the  affcra- 
bl  ies  convened  in  Staffcrdlh.ire  and 
Eflex  negatived  the  quedion  for 
add  reding  his  majedy,  becaufe  he 
had  already  pledged  himfelf  to  the 
ration  that  he  would  order  an  in- 
veftigation  to  be  made,  and  that 
after  fuch  a  promife,  it  was  neither 
proper  nor  decorous  to  prefs  the 
matter  farther,  Minifters  feemed 


little  difpofed  to  comply  with  the 
undoubted  wifhes  of  the  people, 
and  to  take  any  deps  for  the  eluci¬ 
dation  of  the  bufinefs  which  had 
caufed  fo  much  difappointment  and 
chagrin  ;  but  at  length  they  yielded 
to  neceflity,  and  recalled  dr  Harry 
Burrard  and  fir  Hew  Dairy mple 
from  Portugal.  On  the  arrival  of 
thofe  officers,  and  others  who  had 
been  employed  in  the  fervice,  in 
England,  a  board  of  inquiry  was 
indi tuted.  This  meafure  gave  fmall 
fatisfatdion,  as  the  country  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  affair  would  be 
fubmitted  to  a  court  martial.  The 
board  confided  of  feven  general 
officers,  viz.  fir  David  Dundas, 
who  was  nominated  the  prefident 
of  it,  the  earl  of  Moira,  general 
Craig,  lord  Heathfield,  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  lieutenant-general  Nu¬ 
gent,  and  lieutenant  general  Ni¬ 
chols;  and  it  held  its  fir il  fitting 
on  the  14th  of  November,  in  the 
great  hall  in  Chelfea  College.  The 
three  generals  concerned  in  the  con¬ 
vention  produced  narratives  of  their 
proceedings,  and  various  witne  fifes 
were  examined.  The  board  of  in¬ 
quiry  did  not  finidi  their  labours 
until  the  2 2d  of  December,  when 
they  made  their  report  to  the  king; 
and  they  dated  that  no  evidence 
had  been  produced  to  enable  them 
to  pronounce,  with  confidence, 
whether  or  not  a  purfuit  after  the 
battle  of  the  21ft  of  Augud,  at 
Vimiera  could,  have  been  effica¬ 
cious  ;  nor  could  they  feel  com¬ 
petent  to  determine  on  the  expe¬ 
dience  of  a  forward  movement  to 
Torres  Vedras,  when  fir  Harry 
Burrard  had  dated  weighty  con- 
fiderations  againd  it ;  viz.  The 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy  in  ca¬ 
valry,  the  inefficiency  of  the  horfei 

for 


ANNUAL  REGISTER.  ISOS. 


238] 

for  drawing  the  artillery,  the  necef- 
fity,  in  cafe  fuch  movement  had  ta¬ 
ken  place,  of  leaving  the  wounded 
On  the  field  of  a&ion,  the  circum- 
ftance  that  the  enemy  had  been  able 
after  their  defeat  to  rally  and  col¬ 
lect  a  flrong  body  of  troops  on  the 
light  of  the  Englifh  pofition,  and 
the  propriety  of  waiting  for  the  re¬ 
inforcements  under  fir  John  Moore. 
Further,  they  faid,  it  was  .to  be 
obferved  that  fo  many  collateral 
circumftances  could  not  be  known 
in  the  moment  of  the  enemy’s  re- 
pulfe,  as  afterwards  became  clear 
to  the  army,  and  had  been  repre¬ 
sented  to  the  board  :  and  confider- 
ing  the  extraordinary  circumftances 
under  which  two  new  commanders 
arrived  from  the  ocean  and  joined 
the  army  (the  one  during,  and  the 
other  immediately  after  the  battle, 
and  thofe  fuccefiively  fucceeding 
each  other,  and  both  the  original 
commanders  within  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours),  it  was  not 
fuprifing  that  the  army  was  not 
carried  forward  until  the  fecond 
day  after  the  aftion,  from  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  the  generals  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  adtual  ftate  of 
things,  and  of  their  army,  and 
proceeding  accordingly. 

It  appeared,  they  continued, 
that  the  convention  of  Cintra,  in 
its  progrefs  and  conclufion,  or  at 
leaft  all  the  principal  articles  of  it, 
were  not  objected  to  by  the  five 
diftinguiftied  lieutenant-generals  of 
that  army  ;  and  that  other  general 
officers  who  were  on  the  fervice, 
had  alfo  concurred  in  the  great 
advantages  which  were  immedi¬ 
ately  gained  to  the  country  of 
Portugal,-  to  the  army  and  navy, 
and  to  the  general  fervice,  by  the 
conclufion  of  the  convention  at 


that  time.  The  advantages  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  generals  were, 
that  it  immediately  liberated  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal  from  the  do~ 
minion  of  the  French,  thereby  re- 
ftoring  to  the  Portuguefe  their  ca¬ 
pital  and  fortreffes,  their  principal 
fea-ports,  their  perfonal  liberty, 
property,  religion,  and  eftablifhed 
government :  that  it  relieved  a 
great  extent  of  Spanifh  frontier 
from  all  apprehenfions  of  the  French, 
and  the  whole  of  Spain  from  that 
of  having  an  enemy  behind  it, 
and  allowed  all  parts  of  Spain  to 
take  more  effedive  meafures  for 
its  general  defence,  as  well  as  per¬ 
mitted  Portugal  immediately  to 
contribute  for  their  mutual  fup- 
port :  that  it  enabled  the  Britifii 
army  immediately  to  enter  Spain, 
if  required,  by  central  routes,  while 
it  tranfported  the  French  force  to 
a  very  diftant  part  of  their  own 
coaft,  far  removed  from  the  Spanifh. 
frontier  :  that  it  immediately  re¬ 
leafed  four  theufand  Spanifh  foldiers, 
and  fent  them  to  the  defence  of 
Catalonia  ;  it  alfo  releafed  from 
the  Portuguefe  frontier  another 
body  of  two  ihoufand  Spanifh 
troops  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  army 
like  wife  became  difpofable  for  the 
common  caufe  :  to  the  Britifh  men 
of  war  and  tranfports,  which  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year  with  great 
difficulty  could  keep  their  Rations 
near  the  coaft,  and  on  whofe  pre¬ 
fence  the  fupplies  and  operations  of 
the  army  depended,  the  opening 
of  the  Tagus  afforded  immediate 
ihdter :  it  was  further  urged  by 
the  generals,  as  much  more  than 
probable,  that  if  the  French  had 
been  required  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  furrender  prifoners  of 
war,  they  would  not  have  com¬ 
plied  5 
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plied ;  but  that  if  driven  to  ex¬ 
tremity,  they  would  have  retired 
upon  Lifbon,  reinforced  by  fix 
thoufand  Ruffians  from  the  fleet  of 
his  imperial  majefty,  who  would 
have  been  compelled  to  (hare  their 
fate ;  and  that  in  the  temporary 
attack  of  Lifbon,  much  calamity 
and  deftrudlion  muft  have  enfued  : 
alfo  that  as  the  French  were  mailers 
of  the  Ruffian  fleet,  and  of  the  boats 
and  (hipping  in  the  Tagus,  the 
paffage  of  the  river  was  enfured  to 
them :  that  they  could  have  de¬ 
fended  for  a  conflderable  time  its 
fouthern  or  left  bank,  and  prevented 
the  occupation  of  the  Tagus  by  the 
Britifh  fleet :  that  with  the  ft r on 9* 
fortreffes  of  the  Altentejo  in  their 
poffeffion,  they  could  have  pro¬ 
tracted  a  deftrudtive  war,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  Portugal,  and 
of  the  Spanifti  caufe,  by  finding 
employment  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  Britifh  army  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year,  whofe  diffl. 
culties  and  loifes  in  fuch  operations 
muft  have  been  very  confldera¬ 
ble. 

It  appeared,  the  board  (aid,  that 
during  the  difcuffion,  and  after¬ 
wards  during  the  execution  of  the 
convention,  much  firmnefs  was 
Ihown  in  refilling  the  pretenfions 
and  interpretations  of  the  enemy  : 
every  ftipulation  being  reftridled 
to  its  fair,  honourable,  andgramma- 
tical  meaning,  and  that  the  French 
were  not  allowed  to  carry  off,  but 
obliged  to  difgorge  plunder,  which 
they  affedled  to  confider  as  private 
property.  It  appeared  that  pains 
were  taken  to  mifreprefent  and 
raife  a  clamour  in  Portugal  againft 
this  convention  ?  but  when  it  was 
generally  known,  and  its  effedU 


felt,  the  people  ofLiihon,  and  of 
the  country,  feeraed  to  exprefs 
their  gratitude  and  thanks  for  the 
benefits  attending  it. 

The  board,  on  confideration  of 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
were  of  opinion,  that  no  further 
military  proceeding  was  neeeffary 
on  the  fubjedl ;  becaufe,  however, 
fome  of  them  might  differ  in  their 
(entiments  refpedling  the  fitnefs  of 
the  convention  in  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  the  two  armies,  it  was 
their  unanimous  declaration,  that 
unqueftionable  zeal  and  firmnefs 
appeared  throughout  to  have  been 
exhibited  by  lieutenant-generals  fir 
Hew  Dalrymple,  fir  Harry  Bur- 
rard,  and  fir  Arthur  Wellefley,  as 
well  as  that  the  ardour  and  gal¬ 
lantry  of  the  reft  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers,  on  every  occafion 
during  the  expedition,  had  done 
honour  to  the  troops,  and  refledled 
luftre  on  his  majefty ’s  arms. 

The  judge  advocate  delivered 
this  report  to  the  commander  in 
chief  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty  5 
but  his  royal  highnefs  obferved  in 
a  letter  to  the  prefident  of  the 
board  of  inquiry,  that  although  the 
report  was  fully  detailed,  and  per¬ 
fectly  explanatory  of  all  the  tranf- 
adlions  as  they  had  appeared  in 
evidence,  yet  that  the  board  had 
given  no  opinion  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  armiftice  and  conven¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  he  therefore  felt  it 
his  duty  to  defire  that  they  would 
take  the  fame  again  into  their  con- 
ftderation  ;  efpecially  as  a  diffe. 
rcnce  of  opinion  upon  thofe  points 
exifted  amongft  the  members  of  the 
board.  Accordingly  the  board 
met  again  on  the  27th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  when  fir  David  Dundas,  lieute¬ 
nant- 
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nant-general  Nichols,  lieutenant- 
general  Nugent,  the  earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  lord  Heathfield,  and  general 
Craig  dated  that  they  approved  of 
the  armidice  ;  but  the  earl  of  Moi¬ 
ra  objected  to  it.  Sir  David  Dun- 
das,  lieutenant-general  Nugent, 
lord  Heathfield,  and  general  Craig 
alfo  approved  of  the  convention, 
which  was  obje&ed  to  by  general 
Nichols  and  the  earls  of  Pembroke 
and  Moira. 

The  diffentients  gave  their  rea- 
fons  for  difapproving  the  con¬ 
vention.  General  Nichols  remark¬ 
ed,  that  confidering  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  the  Britifh  force  from  the 
firft  fufpenfion  of  hoftility  to  the 
period  of  figning  the  definitive 
convention,  added  to  the  defeat 
which  the  enemy  had  differed,  fir 
Hew  Dalrymple  was  fully  entitled 
to  infid  upon  more  favourable 
terms.  The  earl  of  Pembroke,  be- 
fides  the  reafons  affigned  by  ge¬ 
neral  Nichols,  thought  that  from 
the  caufe  in  which  the  army  was 
engaged,  being  the  caufe  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  which  gave  good  reafon  to 
reckon  upon  the  good  will,  if  not 
the  aClive  abidance,  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  alfo  from  the  unufual 
readinefs,  which  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  was  demondrated  by  general 
Junot  to  enter  into  negociation, 
and  by  the  French  negotiator  to 
accede  to  terms  as  they  were  pro- 
pofed,  and  to  fuch  condruflion  as 
fir  Hew  Dalrymple  put  upon  them, 
in  fome  indances  where  they  might 
have  borne  a  different  interpre¬ 
tation,  if  lefs  favourable  conditions 
to  the  French  army  had  been  in- 
fided  upon,  they  would  have  been 
acceded  to. 

The  earl  of  Moira  conceived 
that  a  firnple  armidice  might  not 


have  been  objectionable,  becaufe 
fir  Hew  Dalrymple,  expecting 
hourly  the  arrival  of  fir  John 
Moore's  divifion,  might  fee  more 
advantage  to  himfelf  from  a  fnort 
fufpenfion  of  hodilities,  than  what 
the  French  could  draw  from  it  ; 
but  as  the  armidice  involved,  and 
in  faff  edablifhed  the  whole  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  convention,  he  could 
not  feparate  it  from  the  latter* 
Sir  Arthur  Welledey  had  dated 
that  he  confidered  his  force  at  the 
commencement  of  the  march  from 
the  Mondego  river  as  fufficient  to 
drive  the  French  from  their  pofi- 
tions  on  the  Tagus.  That  force 
was  fubfequently  joined  by  abore 
four  thoufand  Britifh  troops  under 
generals  Andruther  and  Ackland. 
The  French  made  an  attack  with 
their  whole  difpofable  drength, 
and  were  repulfed  with  heavy  lofs, 
though  but  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
army  was  brought  into  aCfion,  It 
was  difficult  to  imagine  that  the 
profpe&s  which  fir  Arthur  Wei- 
ledey  entertained  could  be  unfavour¬ 
ably  altered  by  thefe  events,  even 
had  not  the  certainty  of  fpeedy  rein¬ 
forcements  to  the  Britifh  army  ex- 
ided.  It  was  urged,  that  had  the 
French  been  pufhed  to  the  extremi¬ 
ty,  they  would  have  eroded  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  and  protracted  the  campaign  iri 
fiich  a  manner,  as  to  have  frudrated 
the  more  important  view  of  the 
Britifh  generals,  namely,  the  fend¬ 
ing  fuccours  into  Spain.  This 
meafure  mud  have  been  equally 
feafible  to  the  French,  if  no  vitdory 
had  been  obtained  over  them ;  but 
the  chance  of  fuch  an  attempt  feemed 
to  his  lordfhip  to  be  affumed 
againd  probability.  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  noticed  what  he  called 
the  critical  and  embarraffed  date  of 

Junot, 
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Junot,  before  that  general  had  been 
prefted  by  the  Englilh  army,  and 
in  explanation  of  that  expreffion  ob- 
ferved  that  the  furrender  of  Dupont, 
the  exiftence  of  the  victorious  Spa- 
nifh  army  in  Andalufia,  which  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  French  in  that 
direction,  and  the  univerial  hofti- 
lity  of  the  Portuguefe,  made  the 
fituation  of  Junot  one  of  great  dif- 
trefs.  No  temptation  therefore 
for  tranftating  the  war  into  the 
Alentejo  prefented  itfelf  from  this 
picture,  nor  did  any  other  reprefen- 
tation  give  ground  to  fuppofe  that 
Junot  could  have  contemplated  the 
meafure  as  holding  forth  any  prof- 
peCt,  but  ultimate  ruin,  after  much 
preliminary  diftrefs  and  difgrace. 
The  ftrongeft  of  all  proofs  as  to 
Junot’s  opinion  arofe,  from  his 
fending,  the  very  morning  after  the 
battle  of  Vimiera,  to  propofe  the 
evacuation  of  Portugal  ;  a  Pep 
which  fuffiqiently  indicated  that  he 
was  fatisfied  he  could,  not  only 
make  no  effeClual  defence,  but  could 
not  even  prolong  the  conceit,  to 
take  the  chance  of  accidents.  Pie 
feemed  indeed  to  be  without  any 
i  real  refource.  It  appeared  in  evi¬ 
dence  that  of  the  troops  left  by  him 
in  Lilbon  and  the  forts,  a  confide  r- 
able  proportion  was  of  very  doubt¬ 
ful  quality.  Thofe  troops  on  whofe 
fidelity  be  could  rely  had  been  dis¬ 
mayed  by  a  fignal  defeat;  and  they 
were  fenlible  that  they  had  no  fuc- 
cour  to  look  to  from  abroad.  To 
the  Britilh  generals  it  was  known, 
when  the  armiftice  was  granted, 
that  ten  thoufand  men  under  fir 
John  Moore,  as  well  as  the  3rd  and 
42nd  regiments  of  foot,  with  the 
18th  dragoons,  might  be  immedi¬ 
ately  reckoned  upon  ;  and  although 
much  advantage  had  not  been  drawn 
Vol.  L,  or  Vol,  VIII.  New  S 
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from  the  Portuguefe  troops,  their 
fupporr,  and  the  general  violence 
of  the  country  againft  the  French, 
could  not  be  laid  out  of  this  calcu¬ 
lation. 

The  difparity  of  force  and  of 
circumftances  was  then  fuch  as 
could  leave  no  doubt  that  the  iffue 
muft  be  favourable  to  us.  His 
lordibip  did  not  omit  advertence  to 
the  difficulties  urged  as  poffible  to 
occur  in  furnilhing  the  Britilh  army 
with  bread  ;  but  putting  afide  the 
obvious  folution,  that  fuch  a  tem¬ 
porary  privation  was  not  ruinous 
to  an  army,  where  cattle  could  be 
procured  in  the  country,  this  diffi¬ 
culty  could  not  well  be  pleaded, 
if  admiffion  were  to  be  given  to  the 
fpeculation,  that  the  heavy  cannon 
necelfary  for  battering  forts  Saint 
Julien,  and  Cafcaes,  were  to  be 
gotten  alhore  in  the  bays  of  the 
rock  of  Lilbon.  The  queftion 
then  came  to  this  ;  whether  the 
convention  did  (as  had  been  af- 
ferted)  fecure  all  the  objects  which 
were  propofed  by  the  expedition. 
If  it  did  not,  it  was  not  what  his 
majefty  was  entitled  toexped  from 
the  relative  fituation  of  the  two 
armies.  Plis  lordfhip  conceived 
it  to  have  been  erroneous  to  regard 
the  emancipation  of  Portugal  from 
the  French,  as  the  foie  or  principal 
objed  of  the  expedition.  Upon 
whatfoever  territory  we  contended 
with  the  French,  it  muft  be  a  pro¬ 
minent  objed  in  the  ftruggle  to 
deftroy  their  refources,  and  to  nar¬ 
row  their  means  of  injuring  us,  or 
thofe  whofe  caufe  we  were  fupport- 
ing;  this  feemed  to  have  been  fo 
little  confidered  in  the  convention, 
that  the  terms  appeared  to  have 
extricated  Junot’s  army  from  a  fi¬ 
tuation  of  infinite  diftrefs,  in  which 
ries,  [gj  it 
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it  was  out  of  play,  and  to  have 
brought  it  in  a  (late  of  entire  equip¬ 
ment  into  immediate  currency,  in 
a  quarter  too,  where  it  mufi  inter- 
fere  with  our  moil  urgent  and  in- 
terefting  concerns.  Had  it  been 
im practicable  to  induce  the  French 
army  to  lay  down  its  arms  uncon¬ 
ditionally,  ftill  an  obligation  not 
to  ferve  for  a  fpecified  time  might 
have  been  infilled  upon,  or  Belliile 
might  have  been  prefcribed  as  the 
place  at  which  it  fhould  be  landed, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  poifibility 
of  its  reinforcing  (at  lead  for  a  long 
time)  the  armies  employed  for  the 
Subjugation  of  Spain.  Perhaps  a 
ilronger  confideration  than  the  me- 
rit  of  thole  terms  presented  itfeif: 
opinion  relative  to  the  Britifh  arms 
was  of  the  higheft  importance,  as  it 
might  influence  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards,  or  invite  the  nations 
groaning  under  the  yoke  of  France 
to  appeal  to  England,  and  to  co¬ 
operate  with  her,  for  their  deli¬ 
verance.  The  advantages  ought 
therefore  to  have  been  more  than 
ufually  great,  which  fhould  be 
deemed  fuflicient  to  balance  the  ob¬ 
jection  of  granting  to  a  very  infe¬ 
rior  army,  hopelefs  in  circum- 
fiances*,  and  broken  in  fpirit,  fuch 
terms  as  might  argue,  that  not- 
withftan&ing  its  disparity  of  num¬ 
bers,  it  was  flill  formidable  to  its 
v idlers.  No  advantages  feein  to 
have  been  gained  that  would  not 
have  equally  followed  from  forcing 
the  enemy  to  a  more  marked  fub- 
mifSon.  The  gain  of  time,  as  to 
fending  fuccours  into  Spain,  could 
fiot  be  admitted  as  a  plea,  becaufe 
it  appeared  that  no  arrangement 
for  the  reception  of  our  troops  m 
Spain  had  been  undertaken  previ- 
•u&y  to  the  convention ;  and  this 


was  without  reafoning  on  fubfe- 
quent  fads. 

After  the  original  report,  and 
that  which  was  thus  added  to  it, 
were  laid  before  his  majefty,  the 
following  was  the  decifion  of  the 
king  on  the  fubjed  tranfmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  on  the 
1 8th  of  January  1809.  ‘‘While 
his  majefty  adopts  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  board,  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  military  proceeding  is  necef- 
fary  to  be  had  upon  the  tranfadions 
referred  to  their  inveftigation,  his 
majefty  does  not  intend,  therefore, 
to  convey  any  expreflion  of  his  fa- 
tisfadton  at  the  terms  or  conditions 
of  the  arm ift ice  or  convention. — 
When  thofe  inftruments  were  laid 
before  his  majefty,  the  king  refer- 
ving  for  inveftigation  thofe  parts  of 
the  definitive  convention,  in  which 
his  immediate  interefts  were  con¬ 
cerned,  caufed  it  to  be  ftgnified  to 
fir  Hew  Dalrympie,  by  his  majef- 
ty5s  fecretary  of  ftate,  that  the  king 
neverthelefs  felt  himfelf  compelled 
at  once  to  exprefs  his  difapproba* 
tion  of  thofe  articles,  in  which 
ftipulations  were  made  diredly  af- 
feding  the  interefts  or  feelings  of 
of  theSpanifhorPortuguefe  nations. 
—At  the  clofe  of  the  inquiry,  the 
king  (abftaining  fiom  any  obfer* 
vations  upon  other  parts  of  th® 
convention)  repeats  his  difappro- 
bation  of  thofe  articles,  his  majefty 
deeming  it  neceflary  that  his  fen- 
timents  fhould  be  clearly  under¬ 
flood,  as  to  the  impropriety  and 
danger  of  the  unauthorifed  ad- 
miffion,  into  military  conventions, 
of  articles  of  fuch  a  description, 
which,  efpecially  when  incautioufly 
framed,  may  lead  to  the  moft  in¬ 
jurious  confequences.  Hisjnajefty 
cannot  forbear  further  io  obferve, 

that 
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that  lieutenant-general  Dalrymple’s 
delaying  to  tr^nfmit  for  his  infor¬ 
mation,  the  armiilice  concluded  on 
the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  until  the  4th 
of  September,  when  he,  at  the 
fame  time,  tranfmitted  the  ratified 
convention,  was  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  great  public  inconvenience, 
and  that  fuch  public  inconvenience 
did,  in  faft,  refult  therefrom/' 

By  the  recal  of  hr  Hew  Dal- 
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rymple  and  fir  Harry  Burrard  from 
Portugal,  lir  John  Moore  was  left 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army. 
As  foon  as  circumftances  permitted 
him,  hr  John  began  to  make  pre¬ 
parations  for  marching  into  Spain  ; 
but  as  the  campaign  conduced  by 
him  was  not  concluded  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  the  narrative  of  it  does 
not  fall  within  the  limits  of  this 
volume  of  the  Annual  Regiher. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Continuation  of  the  affairs  of  Spain.  Addnfs  of  the  council  of  Madrid  to  the 
Spanijh  people :  Their  circular  letter  to  the  provincial  juntas  1  Retrofpediive 
memoir  of  their  tranfadiions.  Declaration  of  the  junta  of  Seville  recom¬ 
mending  the  efiablijhment  of  a  fupreme  council  of  government.  A  fupreme 
junta  eledied  and  iff  ailed  at  Aranjuex.  •  its  difference  with  general  Cuff  a  y 
which  is  arranged .  A  military  commffon  inffituted.  Various  important 
papers  puhlijhed  by  the  new  government.  Ref  e diion  on  the*  inadiivity  of 
the  Spanijh  armies.  State  of  Catalonia .  The  count  de  Caldagues  defeats 
the  French ,  who  under  Duhefme  were  invefting  Geronay  and  raifes  the 
fege  of  that  city.  Duhefme  is  obliged  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  defence  of 
Barcelona.  The  Patriots  efablifh  a  junta  at  Bilboa :  The  place  taken  by 
the  French  ;  and  again  captured  by  the  Spaniards  commanded  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  FortazgOy  who  is  afterwards  forced  to  evacuate  the  town,  and 
abandon  it  to  the  enemy  :  it  once  snore  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards . 
Movement  of  general  Blake.  R of  it  ion  of  the  Spanijh  armies .  Tranfadlions 

in  France.  The  fate  of  Spain  concealed  from  the  French  by  the  cabinet  of 
the  Thuilleries.  A  garbled  account  of  the  events  in  the  Peninfula  puhlijhed 
in  the  Moniteur.  Reports  on  Spanijh  affairs  laid  before  the  French  fenate . 
Buonaparte  s  meffage  to  the  fenate.  Report  of  the  mmifier  of  war  to  the 
French  ruler.  Buonaparte' s  addrefs  to  his  foldiers .  Meeting  between  the 

ruler  of  France  and  the  emperor  of  Ruff  a  at  Erfurth.  A  propsfat  made 
by  Alexander  and  Buonaparte  to  his  Britannic  Majffy  for  negotiating  a 
general  peace :  diplomatic  corrcfpondence  on  the  fubjedt :  Rupture  of  the  in - 
terceurfe.  Return  of  Buonaparte  to  Paris.  He  opens  the  feffion  of  the 
of  the  legi/lative  body.  He  fits  out  for  Spain.  P 'oft  ion  of  the  French  and 
Spanijh  armies.  Operations  of  general  Blake.  Defeat  and  dfperfion  of 
his  army.  The  Spaniards  under  count  Belveder  routed  at  Burgos.  ’The 
French  defeat  the  army  commanded  by  Caffanos  at  Tudela .  Proceedings  of 
the  fupreme  junta :  they  create  a  J pedal  tribunal  to  try  confpirators :  their 
want  of  exertion  in  the  exifling  crifis  of  affairs :  They  delude  the  people  of 
Madrid  by  falfe  ffatements.  The  French  force  the  Pafs  of  Somojierra . 
The  junta  quit  the  capital ,  leaving  a  military  commiffon  to  govern  the  city . 

[£2]  Enthu • 


244] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


TLnthujiaflic  dejtre  of  the  people  to  defend  the  metropolis  ’.Buonaparte  arrives 
on  the  heights  near  Madrid.  A  negotiation  entered  into  for  furrendering 
the  city.  Capitulation  of  Madrid '.  The  French  occupy  the  city .  Buona¬ 
parte  iffues  a  proclamation  to  the  Spaniards ,  and  a  number  of  imperial 
decrees. 


A  XT’ HEN  the  French  evacuated 
*  *  Madrid,  the  council  of  Caf- 
tile  refumed  the  government ;  but 
as  they  were  perfe&ly  aware  that 
the  nation  might  have  loll  all  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  patriotifm,  they 
endeavoured  by  feveral  addrelfes 
which  they  publifhed,  to  extenuate 
their  conduct  in  fubmitting  to  the 
ufurper,  and  regain  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  countrymen.  Their 
flrft  proclamation  was  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  ol  the  capital,  from  whom 
they  appear  to  have  dreaded  an  in- 
.  furredion.  i(  Are  you  ca- 
U^'  pable,”  faid  they,  (i  of 
^  *  availing  yourfelves  of  your 
country’s  misfortunes  in  the  criti¬ 
cal  ftate  in  which  it  is  now  placed, 
to  difturb  its  tranquillity  and  add 
to  the  calamities  of  its  fltuation  ? 
Continue,  faithful  Spaniards,  to  be 
calm,  that  the  worthy  chief  and 
the  magill rates  who  preflde  over 
you,  may  meet  all  the  dangers 
which  can  occur,  and  fulfil  with 
exaftnefs  their  obligations.  The 
malevolent  only  cover  their  depre¬ 
dations,  their  conflagrations,  their 
homicides,  on  fuch  mournful  occa- 
fions,  with  the  pretext  of  julfice, 
without  reflecting  that  it  is  not 
lawful  for  any  one  to  be,  on  his 
own  authority,  the  ad  mini  lira  tor 
of  juftice.  The  fupremc  tribunal 
allures  you,  that  if  there  have  been 
amongft  us  any  traitors  to  their 
fovereign  and  their  country,  if  will 
avenge  their  crimes,  and  if  they 
merit  it,  call  them  away  as  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  name  of  Spaniards. 
Judge  no  one,  for  that  renders  you 


liable  to  facritice  many  innocent 
perfons.”  The  council  then  dwelt 
in  a  drain  of  eulogy  on  the  valour 
of  the  Spanifh  armies,  and  the  vic¬ 
tories  obtained  by  them, which  they 
aferibed  to  the  protedfion  of  God 
and  the  holy  Virgin.  Let  us,” 
continued  they,  “  call:  off  our  le¬ 
thargy,  and  purify  our  manners, 
which  were  almoft  arrived  at  the 
pitch  of  corruption.  Let  i;s  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  calamities  which 
the  kingdom  and  this  great  capital 
have  endured,  as  punifhmenrs  ne- 
ceffary  for  our  correction.  7'he 
government  and  the  faithful  pro¬ 
vinces  will  be  filled  with  joy, 
when  the  council  exhibits  before 
you  and  all  Europe,  the  conftant 
firmnefs  with  which  the  men  of 
honour,  the  mofl  elevated  nobility, 
the  fuperior  tribunals,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  nation  have  fuflained  your 
caufe,  and  the  rights  of  the  throne. 
Not  a  few  individuals  amongft 
them  have  been  led  by  fraud  and 
force  far  beyond  the  limits  of 
Spain  ;  and,  though  without  li¬ 
berty,  and  expofed  to  the  fevered 
infults,  they  have  proved  the  in¬ 
flexibility  of  their  loyalty,  ar:d  the 
religious  purity  of  their  opinions. 
Dittruft  even  their  flgnatures  which 
have  been  circulated  amongft  you, 
and  wait  with  patience  for  the  tef- 
timonies  of  their  conduct.  The 
principal  author  of  thefe  calamities 
is  free,  and  beyond  our  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  but  heaven  will  not  permit 
him  to  remain  unpunifhed.”  the 
council  then  conjured  the  armies  to 
haften  to  Madrid  for  the  protec¬ 
tion 
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tioivof  the  capital,  which  had  no 
other  defence  than  its  fituation  in 
the  .heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
recent  departure  of  the  enemy. 

The  council  of  Caftile  had  cer¬ 
tainly  been  mold  expofed  to  the 
controul  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
coercion  which  had  been  exercifed 
over  them,  might  have  been  fome 
excufe  for  their  fubmilhon  to  the 
ufurper  ;  but  that  they  could  ven¬ 
ture  to  talk  of  the  firm nefs  with 
which  they  had  luftained  the  caufe 
of  Spain,  will  naturally  excite  the 
adoniihment  of  polderity.  The 
grave  andfolemn  audacity  of  fuch 
an  affertion  is  abfolutely  ludicrous. 
The  humility  of  the  exordium  in 
their  circular  letter  to  the  different 
juntas  was  much  more  becoming 
men  in  their  fituation.  “  Madrid/’ 
laid  they,  “  which  has  groaned 
during  more  than,  four  months  un¬ 
der  the  heavy  and  irrefidible  yoke 
of  the  French  army,  begins  to 
breathe  again,  through  an  efpechd 
interference  of  divine  Providence  ; 
and  the  council  which  could  not 
fail  to  be  involved  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  in  the  confequences  of  this 
fubjedion,  avails  itfelf  of  the  firld 
moments  of  its  liberty  to  (late  its 
fcntiments.”  After  taking:  credit 
to  themfelves  for  their  coijlaucy  in 
refufing  u  to  recognize  the  king 
whom  the  mod  mondrous  perfidy 
had  defignated  for  the  nation,  fur¬ 
ther ,  perhaps  than  circumjtances 
' '  and  protefting  that  they 
were  happy  to  avow  “  that  firm 
refolution  which  they  had  always 
maintained  to  lupport  the  lawful 
fovereign  and  his  rights/'  they 
confined  themfelves  to  the  indica¬ 
tion  of  a  meafure  in  which,  they 
faid,  they  would  concur  with  the 
greated  fatisfadion.  They  pro- 
pofed  that  the  provincial  juntas 


Ihould  fend  deputies  named  by  them 
to  Madrid,  to  concert  the  fit  means 
of  fixing  the  reprefen  tat  ion  of  the 
country,  and  to  make  fuch  arrange¬ 
ments  from  a  common  centre,  as 
the  welfare  of  the  date  might  re¬ 
quire. 

This  letter  was  in  fubftance 

model!;  and  conciliatory.  The 

council  forefaw  that  the  provinces 

which  had  repulfed  or  conquered 

the  enemy,  would  difdain  to  be 

didated  to,  by  a  public  body  which 

had  been  compelled  to  yield  to  him ; 

and  they  wifely  forebore  to  allude 

to  their  former  prerogatives,  which 

might  be  difputed.  The 

council  next  publifhed  a 

i  #  22 

memoir  of  their  tranfac- 
tions  fince  the  preceding  Odober. 
They  dated  the  objedions  which 
they  had  felt  to  the  reception  of 
the  French  troops,  particularly  in 
fuperior  numbers  to  thofe  of  the 
nation  ;  but  that  they  had  been 
obliged  to  dide  their  inquietude, 
becaufe  it  was  not  within  the  con- 
ditutional  powers  of  the  council  to 
have  controul  over  affairs  of  this 
nature.  When  the  royal  family 
were«.about  to  emigrate,  they  had 
endeavoured  to  facilitate  the  ef- 
cape  of  prince  Ferdinand,  for 
which  it  had  been  dated  that  fome 
fecret  meafures  had  been  already 
taken.  They  recited  the  diffi¬ 
culty  with  which  they  had  been 
forced  to  deliver  up  the  prince  de 
la  Paz  to  Murat.  In  allufion  to 
the  events  on  the  2d  of  May,  they 
faid  they  had  fent  a  deputation  to 
Murat,  in  order  to  fecure  the  lives 
of  the  Spanilh  prifoners  ;  for  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  lie  had  uttered  a  mili¬ 
tary  order,  in  which  he  had  re- 
folved  upon  putting  to  death  iudif- 
criminately,  and  without  trial,  the 
greater  part  of  the  priloners  who 

were 
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were  not  foldiers.  By  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  that  deputation  the  order 
was  repealed  ;  (<  but  notwithftand- 
in g  on  the  4th  and  ^  th  of  the  fame 
month  fome  few  were  fhot,  and 
even  for  fome  days  following — whe¬ 
ther  it  a  role  from  the  remiflhefs  of 
the  duke,  in  not  feeing  that  the  en¬ 
gagement  into  which  he  had  enter¬ 
ed  was  properly  fulfilled,  or  from 
the  ferocity  of  fome  fubaltern  of¬ 
ficers,  in  not  obeying  his  orders. *'* 
When  the  machinations  of  the 
French  were  evidently  perceived, 
the  council  began  to  enter  more 
deeply  into  the  confideration  of 
public  affairs  :  they  accordingly 
came  to  the  refolution  that  all  the 
provinces  of  Spain  fhould  be  re- 
fpe&ively  enjoined  to  arm  a  body 
of  men  in  proportion  to  their  popu¬ 
lation  ;  and  the  number  of  the 
whole,  according  to  the  eftimate 
of  the  council,  might  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  three  hundred  thoufand  men. 
After  much  confultation,  however, 
with  the  infant  Don  Antonio,  and 
fome  communication  with  perfons 
who  had  confidential  inftruftions 
from  Ferdinand  VII.  and  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  this  refolution  was 
abandoned,  as  tending  to  endanger 
the  king’s  perfon  and  prematurely 
to  put  to  hazard  the  fafety  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  kingdom.  Don 
Antonio,  neverthelefs,  engaged  to 
tranfmit  inftruCtions  privately  to 
the  captains-general  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  to  take  every  meafure  con¬ 
fident  with  prudence  to  increafe 
their  military  force.  Befides  pre- 
vioufly  fanftioning  the  proceedings 
of  the  captain-general  of  Catalonia 
to  obtain  the  funds  for  procuring 
arms,  under  the  pretext  that  the 
money  was  wanted  to  relieve  the 
indigent  poor  in  Barcelona,  the 
council  on  the  14th  of  May  regifi, 


tered  and  difpatched  a  decree,  com¬ 
municated  to  them  only  the  day 
before,  permitting  the  ufe  of  arms' 
to  the  Catalonians.  The  council 
always  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  re¬ 
peated  folicitations  of  the  French 
emperor,  which  in  confequence  of 
the  renounced  rights  of  their  be¬ 
loved  prince  Ferdinand,  and  of  his 
royal  father,  to  the  throne,  called 
upon  them  to  acknowledge  Jofeph 
Napoleon  as  their  king;  but  they 
admitted,  that  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  treaties  of  abdication  and 
cefiion  were  valid,  and,  that  the 
throne  of  Spain  was  to  devolve  to 
one  of  the  imperial  family,  they 
had  intimated  to  Buonaparte,  it 
was  their  opinion  that  jofeph  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fitted:  perfon  for  fuch 
a  dignity.  With  refpeft  to  the  de¬ 
cree  and  proclamation  for  convoking 
the  affembly  at  Bayonne,  they  fuf- 
pended  the  publication  of  them, 
obferving  to  Murat  that  their  body 
never  had  taken,  nor  could,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws,  take  upon  itfelf 
the  national  reprefentation,  and  that 
they  were  confequently  excluded 
from  the  election  of  their  fove- 
reigns :  that  whatever  innovation 
occurred  in  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
th  rone,  it  was  entirely  the  concern 
of  the  nation  :  and  that  when  a  fuc- 
ceffion  took  place  without  the  pro¬ 
per  forms,  it  was  to  be  deemed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  adlual  conftitution  of 
the  monarchy,  null  and  void.  This 
fpirited  anfwer  drew  down  much 
indignation  on  the  council  :  they 
were  threatened  that  a  procefs  for 
fedition  fhould  be  iffued  ae-ainfl 
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them.  At  length  influenced  by  the 
reafons  of  the  prefident  of  the  af- 
fembly  at  Bayonne,  and  by  the  re- 
quefl  of  Jofeph  Napoleon,  they  di¬ 
rected  the  documents  to  be  printed. 
On  the  yth  of  July  the  council  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  a  decree  from  Jofeph  Napo¬ 
leon  with  a  copy  of  the  new  confti- 
tution,  and  a  lift  of  the  cabinet 
members,  with  orders  to  forward 
the  fame  to  the  fifcals.  Thefe 
orders  were  repeated  up  to  the  7.7  th 
of:  July,  and  its  members  had  per. 
haps  greater  difficulties  to  ftruggle 
with  than  the  nation  was  aware  of. 
They  were  menaced  with  the  lofs 
of  their  authority  ;  but  they  deter¬ 
mined  rather  to  yield  it  up  altoge¬ 
ther,  than  retain  it  when  polluted. 
Perfecution,  death,  and  banifhment 
became  familiar  to  their  ears  :  but 
the  confcioufnefs  of  their  integrity 
fupported  them  through  all  their 
trials.  Such  was  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs,  when  on  the  29th  of  the  fame 
month,  they  had  the  unexpected 
happinefs  of  witnefting  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  French,  jofeph  Napo¬ 
leon  and  his  army  left  Madrid, 
without  either  the  council  or  the 
corporation  of  the  Alcades,  having 
taken  the  oaths  to  him,  being  in¬ 
troduced,  or  on  any  occafion  having 
paid  him  thofe  honours  which  they 
had  ever  been  in  the  habit  of  per¬ 
forming,  as  marks  of  refpeCt  to  fo¬ 
reign  princes. 

This  was  a  poor  defence.  The 
members  of  the  council  might  pof- 
fibly  have  done  all  they  could  for 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country  without 
hazarding  their  perfonal  fecurity  ; 
but  claim  to  conftancy  or  courage 
they  had  none.  As  to  the  boaft 
that  they  had  never  fworn  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  ufurper,  it  was  idle  ; 
for  if  the  Andalufians  and  Vaien- 
cians  had  not  aCted  with  the  fpirit 
which  diftinguifhed  them,  the  coun¬ 
cil  might  as  well  have  been  “  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  reafons  of  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  aifembly  at  Bayonne, 
and  tlferequeftof  Jofeph  Napoleon** 
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to  take  thofe  oaths,  as  to  pubiifh 
the  decree  for  convoking  theaffem.. 
bly.  But  the  Spaniards  generoufly 
forbore  to  treat  the  council  harlhly  ; 
receiving  this  juftifl cation  with  in¬ 
difference  bordering  on  contempt, 
they  turned  their  eyes  to  the  junta 
of  Seville,  which  by  its  wifdom 
and  energy  defer ved  their  efteem. 
That  body  iflued  a  declaration  on 
the  3d  of  Auguft  which  had  great 
weight  with  the  people.  They 
recited  the  important  advantages 
which  had  refulted  from  the  eftab- 
difhment  of  the  provincial  juntas  ; 
and  juftly  obferved  that  the  only 
things  which  were  likely  to  impair 
thofe  benefits,  were  difcord  and  a 
want  of  union  amongft  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  Profefting  to  be  always 
ready  to  hear  the  opinions  of  their 
neighbours,  and  to  amend  their  own 
errors  when  they  were  pointed  out, 
the  junta  deprecated  all  difcuflions 
on  the  laws  of  fucceflion,  which 
could  only  be  necefiary  on  the  at- 
tefted  deceafe  of  Ferdinand  and  his 
brothers ;  and  recommended  the  ge¬ 
neral  attention  of  the  country  to 
the  principles  (i  of  hereditary  fuc- 
ceffion  according  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  laws  of  the  monarchy,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  nation's  rights, 
and  the  unity  of  religion."  On 
the  queftion  of  the  neceffity  for  a 
fupreme  government,  they  avowed 
that  their  fentiments  had  always 
been  in  favour  of  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment;  and  without  it,' That  the  coun¬ 
try  would  be  in  danger,  and  its  ene¬ 
mies  find  means  of  completing  its 
ruin.  The  confidence  of  the  nation, 
they  faid,  and  confequently  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds,  as  well  as  the  capitals  of 
individuals,  muft  neceffarily  have  a 
civil  government  for  their  fupport, 
which  was  alfo  requifite  for  the 
maintenance  and  fubordination  of 
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the  army.  But  how,  and  by  whom, 
was  this  fupreme  government  to  be 
conftituted,  without  endangering 
the  unanimity  of  the  country  ?  It 
had  been  afferted  that  the  cortes 
fhould  affemble  ;  that  they  fhould 
eled  representatives  ;  and  farther 
that  the  council  of  Cailiie  fhould 
convoke  them,  and  the  whole  of 
the  proceeding  be  executed  under 
its  authority.  The  council  of 
Caliile,  though  a  lawful  alfembly 
never  convoked  the  cortes.  Why 
then  fhould  an  authority  be  given 
it  which  it  never  poiTeffed  ?  Did 
its  recent  conduc'd  entitle  it  to  fuch 
a  diftindion  ?  Had  it  not  afforded 
every  facility  to  the  enemy  to  ufurp 
the  crown  of  Spain  ?  What  con¬ 
fidence  could  the  Spanifh  nation 
place  in  a  government  enaded  by 
an  authority  invalid  and  illegal, 
and  which  had  alfo  rendered  itfelf 
fufpeded  by  the  previous  commif- 
fion  of  ads  of  fo  horrible  a  defer ip- 
tion,  that  they  might  juflly  be 
ranked  with  the  raoft  atrocious 
crimes  againft  the  country  ?  To 
convoke  the  cortes  was  the  peculiar 
and  exelufive  prerogative  of  the 
king,  and  the  nation  would  not  be 
fatisfied  if  they  were  called  toge¬ 
ther  by  any  other  authority.  The 
country  found  itfelf  fuddenly  with¬ 
out  a  king  and  without  a  govern¬ 
ment — a  lituation  indeed  unknown 
in  its  hiflory  and  to  its  laws.  The 
people  legally  refumed  the  power 
of  appointing  a  government ;  and 
this  truth  had  been  openly  avowed 
by  various  provincial  juntas.  The 
legitimate  power  was  therefore  in 
tliofe  juntas,  and  in  virtue  of  that 
power,  they  had  governed  and  did 
govern  with  real  authority.  It 
was  therefore  inconteflable  that 
they  had  the  foie  right  of  eleding 
thole  who  were  to  compofe  the  fu¬ 


preme  government,  and  as  they 
were  the  depofitaries  of  the  public 
confidence,  they  ought  to  eled  in¬ 
dividuals  of  their  own  aflemblies. 
It  feemed  then  to  be  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  that  all  the  provincial 
juntas  fhould  meet  on  the  fame  day, 
and  eled  from  among  their  own 
members  two  deputies  to  form  the 
government  ;  that,  as  all  the  indi¬ 
viduals  of  the  royal  family  were 
abfent,  this  body  when  fo  eleded 
fhould  chufe  a  prefident  :  and  that 
the  provincial  juntas  fhould  kill  be 
continued  to  regulate  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  provinces  fubordi- 
nately  to  the  government.  The 
junta  then  pointed  out  the  place 
mod  proper  for  the  feat  of  power, 
which  they  conceived  ought  to  be 
remote  from  the  dangers  of  the 
war,  and  they  mentioned  fome 
large  city  in  La  Mancha  as  highly 
convenient  for  it  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  expreffed  that  they  were  by 
no  means  anxious  for  the  adoption 
of  their  fen ri merits  on  this  fubjed, 
as  they  wifhed  to  be  guided  by  the 
choice  of  the  country.  They  con¬ 
cluded  this  fenfible  appeal  to  the 
nation,  by  difclaiming  all  idea  of 
pre-eminence  over  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  ably  vindicating  themfelves 
from  all  charges  of  affuming  fuch  a 
fuperiority,  and  recounting  the  cir- 
cumftances,  which,  arifing  from 
their  peculiar  lituation,  had  enabled 
them  to  Hand  forward  in  defence 
of  the  flate. 

Thefe  proportions  were  unani- 
moufly  approved  by  the  Spaniards ; 
but  it  was  agreed  by  them  that  the 
feat  of  government  fhould  be  in 
Caflile.  I  he  fupreme  junta  was 
eonfequently  eleded,  and  was  in- 
ftalied  on  the  25th  of  September  at 
Aranjuez,  After  mafs  had  been 
celebrated  by  the  archbifhop  of 
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Laodicea,  co-adjutor  of  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Seville  and  deputy  of  that 
kingdom,  the  members  took  an  oath 
to  defend  the  Catholic  and  Apof- 
tolic  religion;  to  be  loyal  to  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.  and  to  fupport  his 
rights  and  fovereignty  ;  to  main¬ 
tain  the  rights,  privileges,  laws, 
and  ufages  of  the  people  ;  and  to 
promote  every  thing  conducive  to 
the  general  welfare  and  happinefs 
of  the  kingdom  and  the  melioration 
of  its  cuftoms,  keeping  fecret  all 
confidential  bufinefs,  protecting  the 
laws  from  every  evil,  and  profe- 
cuting  the  enemies  of  them,  at  the 
hazard  of  life,  fafety,  and  profpe- 
rity.  Te  Deum  was  then  fung  by 
the  community  of  barefooted  monks 
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of  St.  Pafqual  ;  after  which  the 
aftembly  proceeded  to  the  hall 
which  was  deftined  for  their  deli¬ 
berations,  and  chofe  the  venerable 
count  Florida  Blanca  prefident  ad 
interim.  Thence  they  removed  to 
the  great  gallery  in  the  principal 
front  of  the  palace,  where  the  pre¬ 
sident  again  proclaimed  Ferdinand 
VII.  amidft  the  moft  lively  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  people.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  their  inftallation,  the 
fupreme  junta  communicated  that 
proceeding  to  the  public  bodies  in 
the  metropolis,  and  the  provincial 
juntas,  who  all  pro  felled  an  entire 
obedience  to  it,  except  the  council 
of  Callile,  which  took dome  time 
to  deliberate  on  the  fubjeCt  ;  after 
four  days  confideration,  the  duke 
of  Infantado,  in  the  name  of  the 
council,  informed  count  Florida 
Blanca,  that  it  had  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  proceed  with  caution  ; 
but  had  refolvcd  to  take  the  pre- 
feribed  oaths,  and  to  difpatch  de¬ 
crees  and  circulars,  in  order  that 
the  junta  might  be  refpeffed  and 
obeyed  in  every  thing  which  it 


commanded  for  the  fervice  of  his 
majefty.  Count  Florida  Blanca 
replied  to  this  letter  on  the  ill  of 
October,  hating  that  the  fupreme 
junta  dire&ed  him  to  fignify  the 
anxiety  and  even  impatience  with 
which  it  had  defired  to  know  the 
determination  of  the  firft  tribunal 
in  the  kingdom,  having  fome  days 
before  received  from  the  councils 
of  hate,  war,  of  the  inquifition, 
the  Indies,  and  all  the  other  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  capital,  alfurances  not 
only  of  their  prompt  obedience  to, 
and  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the 
junta,  but  alfo  of  the  joy  with 
which  they  received  and  executed 
them.  The  wifhes  of  the  junta 
were  now  moft  fatisfa&orily  ful¬ 
filled  by  finding  the  fpirit  of  union 
which  animated  the  council  for  the 
public  good.  The  next  bufinefs 
to  which  the  junta  turned  its  atten¬ 
tion  was  a  matter  of  confiderable 
importance  in  the  exifting  pofition 
of  affairs.  Cuefta  had  been  nomi¬ 
nated  captain-general  of  Caftile  and 
Leon  by  Ferdinand  Vi I.,  and 
when  the  junta  of  Leon  was  formed, 
Caftile  was  principally  in  the  power 
of  the  French,  fo  that  no  fteps  were 
taken  to  form  an  affembly  for  the 
latter  country  ;  but  Cuefta  had 
afterwards  added  a  deputy  from 
the  different  intendencies  of  Caftile 
to  the  junta  of  Leon.  That  aftern- 
bly,  aftei  Cuefta  was  defeated  by 
the  French  at  Rio  Seco,  appears  to 
have  been  delirous  of  coalefcing 
with  the  junta  of  Galicia,  in  order 
that  the  three  provinces  might  be 
rendered  dependent  on  their  united 
authority,  and  that  the  command 
of  the  captain-general  might  be  fu- 
perfeded  in  Leon  and  Caftile.  As 
foon  as  Cuefta  was  officially  ap- 
prifed  of  this  rcfoluticn.  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  abolifh  the  junta  of 
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Caililer  and  Leon  ;  and  as  it  had 


nominated  its  prefident  Valdes,  and. 
Quintarella  another  of  its  members* 
deputies  to  the  central  junta,  he 
a  dually  arreiled  them  on  their  way 
to  Aranjuez.  The  fupreme  go¬ 
vernment  interposed  to  accommo¬ 
date  this  unfortunate  difference. 
Cuefta  endeavoured  to  juftify  his 
arbitrary  conduct,  by  alleging  the 
full  powers  which  he  had  received 
from  Ferdinand,  in  confequence  of 
his  appointment ;  and,  although  he 
profeffed  to  be  willing  to  fubmit  the 
difpute  to  the  government,  he  had 
even  the  prefumption  or  folly  to 
offer  to  fend  to  Aranjuez  deputies 
named  by  himfelf.  The  central 
junta  reprefled  this  raid  arrogance  ; 
and  the  refuk  was  that  the  perfons 
elected  by  the  junta  of  Caftile  and 
Leon  were  received  as  the  legi¬ 
timate  reprefen  tatives  of  thofe 
provinces. 


In  order  to  facilitate  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  armies,  and  leave  the 
new  government  at  leifure  to  attend 
toother  duties,  a  military  coinmif- 
iion  was  eftablifhed  compofed  of 
five  generals.  The  junta  then 

Ocl  Pubhfhed  an  abftrad  of  the 
affairs  which  would  occupy 
'***  their  conlideracion,  and  of 
the  bafes  upon  which  they  intended 
to  proceed.  They  folemnly  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  national  debt,  of 
which  they  promifed  to  take  an 
exad  account.  They  undertook 
to  manage  all  the  branches  of  finance 
with  complete  economy,  to  remove 
all  the  abufes  introduced  into  them, 
fucceffively  to  fupprefs  the  innu¬ 
merable  ufelefs  offices  which  had 
been  created,  to  fimplify  as  far  as 
poffible  the  fyftem  of  the  revenue, 
and  to  place  it  under  the  diredion 
of  men  diftinguifhed  for  zeal,  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  patriotifm.  The  gene¬ 


ral  impoft?,  they  fa  id,  would  be 
diminifhed  by  applying  to  the  na¬ 
tional  fervice  that  part  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  which  was  conformed  in  the 
enormous  expenfes  of  the  royal 
houfehold,  and  the  perfonal  extra¬ 
vagance  of  the  favourite  ;  and  by 
the  fale  of  the  property  or  all  thofe 
who  had  leagued  themfeives  with 
the  common  enemy,  and  thofe  whofe 
prior  conduct  had  juft ly  fuhjeded 
their  eftates  to  confifcation.  They 
declared  that,  as  a  proof  of  the 
purity  of  their  fentiments,  they 
would  annually  pubiifh  a  printed 
ftatement,  containing  the  fum  total 
of  the  funds  accruing  from  the 
taxes,  donations,  and  contributions 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  and  that 
they  would  encourage  agriculture, 
the  arts,  commerce  and  navigation. 
Another  proclamation  was  iffued  by 
the  junta  on  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month,  in  which  they  took  a  long 
review  of  the  circumftances  of  the 
kingdom,  and  pointed  out  what  re¬ 
mained  to  be  achieved  for  its  wel¬ 
fare.  After  hating  the  fucceftes 
which  had  attended  the  hr  ft  efforts 
of  patriotifm  againft  the  enemy, 
they  obferved,  “  that  their  armies 
were  full  ot  ardour  and  eager  to 
march  to  vidory,  but  naked,  and 
unprovided  with  every  thing  ;  the 
remains  of  the  French  troops  were 
awaiting  reinforcements  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ebro,  ravaging  Upper 
Caftile,  the  Rioja,  and  the  provin¬ 
ces  of  Bifcay,  occupying  Pamplona 
and  Barcelona  with  their  fortreffes, 
and  ruling  over  almoft  the  whole  of 
Navarre  and  Catalonia  ;  the  defpot 
ol  France,  reftlefs  on  his  throne, 
was  deceiving  the  flaves  who  obey¬ 
ed  him  by  the  groffeft  iinpoftures, 
and  driving  to  lull' into  inactivity 
all  other  dates,  in  order  to  difeharge 
on  the  Spaniards  alone  the  whole 
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weight  of  his  military  drength  ; 
the  powers  of  the  continent  were 
oppreffed  or  inful  ted  by  France, 
expecting  with  anxiety  the  iffue  of 
the  fird  druggie,  defiring  to  declare 
againd  the  common  enemy  of  all, 
but  proceeding  with  the  timid  cir- 
cumfpe&ion  di&ated  by  their  pad 
misfortunes.  It  was  evident  that 
the  foie  afylurn  that  remained  for 
the  prefervatiori  of  the  liberty  of 
Europe  was  a  general  confederacy  ; 
but  this  league  could  not  be  formed 
till  the  oppreffed  parties  were  en¬ 
couraged  and  affured  by  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  Spain.  Europe  then  fecure 
of  triumphing  would  unite  with 
her.  It  was  therefore  expedient 
that  the  nation  fhould  employ  all 
the  means  which  (lie  poffeffed,  as  if 
fhe  had  to  fuftain  the  whole  force 
of  France.  For  this  purpofe  the 
junta  believed  that  it  would  be 
neceffary  to  maintain  under  arms 
550,000  men,  50,000  of  whom 
ought  to  be  cavalry.  An  enormous 
mafs  of  force,  and  the  junta  had  di¬ 
rected  its  attention  to  the  vud 
means  neceffary  to  maintain  it. 
The  negleCt  of  the  laid  government 
(if  that  might  be  called  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  one  continued  and 
mondrous  dilapidation)  had  ex- 
haufted  all  the  refources  of  prof- 
perity,  had  obdrufded  the  canals 
which  brought  life  and  food  to  the 
members  of  the  date,  diffipated  the 
ireafures,  diforganifed  the  public 
force,  and  con  fumed  the  refources.” 

The  junta  then  recapitulated  the 
meihods  by  which  as  they  had  pre- 
vioufly  explained,  large  fums 
would  be  rendered  difpofable  ;  and 
thus  continued — •“  we  may  add  to 
thefe  the  profit  which  will  accrue 
to  the  date  from  a  free  navigation 
and  commerce,  and  from  the  trade 
with  America.  Principally  we 
rely  on  a  well  arranged  manage. 
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ment  of  the  public  revenue,  the 
regularly  didributed  contributions, 
and  the  effeCts  of  reform  ;  and  we 
may  add  to  thefe  means,  the  fuc- 
eours  which  have  been  fo  oppor-' 
tunely  given  with  a  generous  hand 
by  England  ;  but  the  junta  will, 
in  cafe  the  manifold  events  and 
the  force  of  circumdances  fhould 
exhaud  the  treafury,  have  recourfe 
at  once  to  the  nation  with  the  con¬ 
fidence  which  its  ardent  patriotifm 
ought  to  infpire,  and  the  notorious 
neceflity  for  the  facrifice.  For  evil's 
fo  extraordinary  as  the  prefent,  re¬ 
medies  as  extraordinary  mud  be 
applied ;  and  as  the  government 
judges  it  to  be  one  of  its  duties  to 
give  an  exaCt  account  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  funds  which  it  is  about 
to  adminider,  it  has  no  fear  that 
the  demands  will  be  difregarded 
through  didrud,  or  be  objected  to 
as  arbitrary. ”  The  junta  con¬ 
cluded  their  addrefs  with  a  proper 
and  fevere  reflection  on  the  minide¬ 
rial  conduct  of  the  prince  de  la  Paz, 
by  which  perhaps  they  alfo intended 
indireCtly  roexprefs  their  opinion  on 
the  evils  infeparable  from  an  arbi¬ 
trary  monarchy.  xi  The  domi¬ 
nion  of  a  will,  always  capricious 
and  modly  unjud,  has,  for  your 
calamity,  laded  long  enough  in 
Spain.  Your  patience,  your  love 
or  order,  and  your  generous  loy¬ 
alty,  have  been  long  enough 
abufed  :  it  is  lime  that  the  voice 
of  the  law  only  fhould  begin  to 
command,  founded  on  general  uti¬ 
lity.  This  was  the  defire  of  our 
good  and  unfortunate  monarch  ; 
this  was  the  path  he  pointed  out, 
even  during  the  unjud  captivity  to 
which  a  perfidious  traitor  reduced 
him.” 

The  junta  has  been  greatly  cen- 
fured  for  differing  the  Spanifh 
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armies  to  remain  ina&ive  at  this 
period,  and  not  directing  them  to 
endeavour  to  complete  the  work 
which  they  had  To  happily  begun, 
by  driving  the  French  beyond  the 
Pyrenees  ;  but  notwithftanding  it 
encouraged  the  people  with  the 
higheft  hopes,  it  was  too  wife  to 
undertake  an  enterprife  the  refult 
of  which  appeared  extremely  doubt¬ 
ful.  The  numerical  ftrength  of  all 
the  Spani'fh  forces  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  between  fixty  and 
feventy  thoufand  men,  although  it 
Was  Fated  to  be  one  hundred  and 
thirty  upon  paper  ;  and  as  the  fu- 
preme  government  had  avowed, 
the  troops  were  deftitute  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  every  other  requin tc.  The 
French  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Ebro  could  not  be  lefs  than  fifty 
thoufand  men,  all  difpofable  and 
effective,  befides  fifteen  thoufand 
in  the  different  fortrefifes.  They 
had  alfo  poffeffion  of  many  ftrong 
places,  and  their  officers  were  able 
and  experienced.  The  junta  was 
perfectly  aware  that  the  victories 
which  had  been  obtained,  were  over 
detached  corps  much  inferior  in 
number  to  the  triumphant  armies, 
and  that  the  Spaniards,  though 
flufhed  with  conqueft,  could  not, 
however  gallant  and  enthufiaftic  in 
the  caufe  of  their  country,  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  engage  veterans  under 
difadvantageous  circumfiances  with 
fuccefs. 

The  Catalonians  had  not  been 
able  to  take  any  meafures  for  their 
liberation  fo  foon  as  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  owing  to  the  prefence  of  a 
large  body  of  French  under  Du¬ 
hefme  in  their  country  ;  but 
roufed  by  the  example  of  Aragon, 
Valencia,  and  Andalufia,  feveral 
towns  refolved  to  elett  municipal 
juntas  for  the  defence  of  their  im¬ 


mediate  diflridls,  as  Barcelona,  the 
capital  of  the  province,  was  in  the 
poiieflion  of  the  enemy.  Duhefme 
had  now  befieged  Gerona,  one  of 
thefe  towns,  for  above  fix  weeks 
with  feven  thoufand  infantry  and  a 
train  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery. 
A  feries  of  the  mofc  furious  attacks 
had  been  made  on  the  place  which 
were  bravely  repulfed.  The  ene¬ 
my  when  driven  from  one  point,, 
inftantly  repaired  to  another;  and 
revenged  himfelf  for  the  refiftance 
which  he  experienced  from  the 
city,  by  the  defolation  that  he 
fpread  in  the  furrounding  villages 
and  country,  which  he  ravaged 
with  his  cavalry.  The  count  de 
Caldagues  having  received  orders 
to  raife  the  fiege,  proceeded  to 
Cafiella,  where  he  collected  about 
fix  thoufand  men,  three  hundred  of 
whom  only  were  veterans,  and  im¬ 
mediately  marched  againfl  the 
French.  His  arrival  was  moft  op¬ 
portune,  for  the  caftle  of 
Monjui  was  reduced  to 
fuch  extremity,  that  it  was  -  * 
not  expected  to  hold  out.  for  more 
than  twelve  hours.  Having  re¬ 
connoitred  the  pofition  and  camp 
of  Duhefme,  he  ordered  the 
Spaniards  to  attack  them.  The 
Spaniards  aflailed  the  enemy  with 
great  fiercenefs.  After  an  obfti- 
nate  conflict,  they  totally  defeated 
him,  and  drove  him  acrofs  the  river 
Ter,  to  the  plains  ofSarria,  where 
he  mult  have  been  entirely  deftroy- 
ed,  if  the  patriots  had  not  been 
deficient  in  cavalry.  This  en¬ 
gagement  commenced  at  feven  in 
the  morning,  and  lafied  till  .  ^ 
late  in  the  evening.  The 
French  employed  the  night 
in  rheir  retreat ;  one  of  their  divi- 
fions  took  the  road  to  Barcelona, 
and  the  other  to  Figueras,  leaving 

behind 
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behind  them  many  howitzers, 
mortars,  mulkets,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  corn. 

A  French  force  having  ap¬ 
proached  Rofas  on  the  23rd  of 
fuly,.  with  the  intention  of  attack¬ 
ing  the  town,  captain  Otway  of 
the  Montague  landed  a  party  of 
marines  in  the  bay,  to  affift  the 
Spanifh  peafantry  in  oppofing  the 
enemy,  who  held  it  prudent  to  re¬ 
tire.  The  French  were  fo  much 
weakened  by  their  defeat  before 
Gerona,  that  Duhefme  was  obliged 
to  content  himfelf  with  the  defence 
of  Barcelona  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  and  even  this  was 
an  arduous  and  difficult  talk,  for 
the  Spaniards  intercepted  his  fiip^ 
plies  by  land,  and  the  Englifh 
cruifers  by  fea,  through  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  exertions  of  lord  Cochrane. 
The  inhabitants  of  Bifcay  had  been 
much  overawed  by  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  their  proximity  to 
France,  and  had  not  been  able  to 
partake  in  the  general  druggie  for 
freedom  till  the  month  of  Auguft, 
when  they  created  a  junta  at  Bil- 
boa.  This  affembly  maintained 
its  power  but  for  a  fhort  time,  as 
the  French  fent  againd  the  place  a 
large  detachment, confiding 
'  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
1  *  which  routed  the  patriots 
who  marched  out  to  oppofe  them. 
After  the  French  had  entered  the 


city,  they  edablifhed  a  junta  of 
perfo-ns  in  the  intered  of  Buona¬ 
parte,  who  by  his  agent  Maffaredo, 
the  prefident  of  the  junta,  promifed 
to  forgive  the  errors  of  all  thofe 
▼Tom  he  dyled  infurgents,  except 
their  leaders.  Bilboa  was  retaken 
on  the  20th  of  September  by  the 
marquis  of  Portazgo,  who  would 
alfo  have  captured  the  French  gar- 
Jifon,  had  not  his  advanced  guard. 


through  eagernefs,  opened  its  lire  too 
foon,  by  which  the  enemy  was 
alarmed,  and  found  means  to  ef- 
cape.  The  importance  of  this 
place  induced  marlhal  Ney,  who 
took  the  command  of  the  French  at 
the  latter  end  of  September,  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  recover  it.  After  making 
demondrations  againd  the  city, 
the  French  marfhal  widied  to  de¬ 
ceive  Portazgo  by  drawing  off  his 
army  towards  Vitoria,  and  then  by 
a  rapid  movement  to  proceed 
againd  the  patriots  ;  but  Portazgo 
rendered  this  dratagem  abortive 
by  coiledling  his  forces  and  re¬ 
treating  to  Balmafeda,  and  confe- 
quently  faved  his  corps  from  being 
overwhelmed  by  fuperior  numbers. 
Bilboa  was  thus  again  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  from  the  27th  of 
September  to  the  1  rth  of  October, 
when  it  was  evacuated  by  general 
Merlin,  who  did  not  think  himfelf 
drong  enough  to  redd  the  force 
which  Blake  had  detached  againd 
it  ;  and  the  city  was  re-entered 
by  the  Spaniards  the  next  day. 
Blake  now  pufhed  a  corps  beyond 
Bilboa,  with  the  hope  of  outflank¬ 
ing  the  right  of  the  French  and 
cutting  off  their  communications, 
while  the  red  of  his  army  was 
Rationed  on  different  points  be¬ 
tween  that  city  and  Burgos.  The 
central  army  of  the  Spaniards  under 
Cadanos  occupied  a  podtion  be¬ 
hind  the  Ebro  ;  and  the  eadern 
army,  confiding  of  the  troops  of 
Valencia  and  Aragon  commanded 
by  Pelafox,  drerched  from  Zara¬ 
goza  towards  the  Pyrenees. 

The  date  of  Spain  was  dudioufly 
concealed  from  the  people  of  France 
by  the  cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries. 
The  French  newfpapers,  indeed, 
fometimes  mentioned  that  didur- 
bances.  had  taken  place  in  the  pen. 
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infill  a  ;  but  they  were  defcribed  as 
occurrences  of  no  moment,  in  which 
the  vulgar  only  participated,,  who 
had  been  led  affray  by  factious 
motives,  or  the  intriguing  agents 
of  England.,  The  nobility,  the 
public  bodies,  and  perfons  of  a  fupe- 
rior  defcription,  were  reprefentedas 
defirousof  maintaining  order,  and  of 
attaching  themfelves  to  the  new 
fovereign.  Left  the  truth  fhouldfud- 
der.ly  bur  ft  on  the  French  without 
any  preparation  for  receiving  intel¬ 
ligence  fo  humiliating  to  the  arms 
of  the  defpor,  a  long  narrative  was 
poblilhed  on  the  6th  of  September, 
containing  a  diftorted  account  of 
the  events  in  Spain.  This  paper 
attributed  the  infurreCtion  as  it  was 
called,  to  the  artifices  of  the 
monks  and  the  Englifn  faction. 
After  touching  upon  the  leading 
political  circumftances,  but  in  a 
manner  the  moft  defultory  and  un¬ 
connected,  and  from  which  no  real 
information  could  be  derived,  it 
proceeded  to  the  military  move¬ 
ments  ;  thefe  were  detailed  with  a 
fimilar  obfeurity,  a  crowd  of  un¬ 
important  fkirmifhes  and  petty  ac¬ 
tions  being  thruft  forward  to  as 
much  notice  as  the  principal  en¬ 
gagements.  The  condudl  of  ge- 

o  o  o 

neral  Dupont  was  treated  with  the 
greateft  feverity  :  it  was  affirmed 
to  be  totally  inconfiftent  with  the 
principles  of  the  military  art.  The 
retreat  of  marfhal  Moncey  from 
Valencia  was  aferibed  to  his  defire 
of  marching  againft  a  body  of  in- 
furgents  who  appeared  determined 
to  keep  the  held  in  another  part  of 
the  province  ;  and  when  he  had 
fubdued  this  corps,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  again  advanc¬ 
ing  to  the  city,  but  the  fituation 
of  Andalufia  ordered  it  otherwife. 
As  to  the  tranfadions  in  Zarago¬ 


za,  they  were  brought  down  only 
to  the  period  when  the  French  oc¬ 
cupied  half  the  city;  no  notice 
was  of  courfe  taken  of  their  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  fiege.  In  every 
other  refpeCt  the  narrative  was 
equally  garbled.  The  misfortunes 
of  the  Spaniards  at  Medina  del 
Rio  Seco,  were  difeuffed  with  the 
moft  careful  exaggeration  ;  and  in 
defiance  of  truth,  the  army  there 
diicoinfited  was  faid  to  be  annihi¬ 
lated.  It  was,  however,  admitted 
that  the  unexpected  intelligence  of 
the  difafters  in  Andalufia,  were 
important,  from  the  encourage¬ 
ment  which  they  gave  the  infur- 
gents,  and  that,  as  the  exceflive 
heat  of  the  feafon  checked  all  ope¬ 
rations  which  circumftances  might 
demand,  Jofeph  Buonaparte  had 
aftembled  his  troops  to  place  them 
in  a  cooler  climate  than  that  of 
New  Caftile,  and  in  a  fituation 
which  prefented  a  milder  atmof- 
phere  and  better  water.  He  had, 
therefore,  quitted  Madrid,  and 
was  on  the  2  26  of  Auguft  at  Burgos. 

At  this  time  a  report  from  the 
minifter  of  foreign  affairs  to  Buona¬ 
parte  was  laid  before  the  French 
fenate.  This  document  was  dated 
the  24th  of  April  from  Bayonne, 
and  was  intended  to  explain  the 
reafons  which  had  induced  the 
French  ruler  to  place  his  brother 
on  the  throne  of  Spain.  Itm  con¬ 
tended  that  Spain  could  not  be  the 
fincere  friend  of  France,  nor  the 
war  againft  England  be  continued 
with  the  hope  of  arriving  at  peace, 
until  a  common  intereft  fhould  unite 
the  fovereigns-of  both  countries  ; 
an  advantage  which  could  not  be 
expected  to  a  rife  while  Spain  was 
fubjeCt  to  a  houfe,  which,  from’its 
fears,  affe&ions,  and  recollections, 
muft  neceffarily  be  hoftiie  to  the 

French 
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French  emperor  ;  but  if  ruled  by 
a  prince,  the  friend  of  France  by 
fentiment  and  intereft,  all  her  re- 
fources  would  be  devoted  to  the 
caufe  which  allied  her  to  the  con¬ 
tinent.  <c  What  policy  fuggefts/’ 
continued  M.  Champagni,  “  juf- 
tice  authorifes.  Spain  is  really  in 
a  ftate  of  war  with  your  majefty  ; 
her  proclamation  previoully  to  the 
battle  of  Jena  was  equal  to  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  and  would  have 
been  followed  by  hoftilities,  had 
you  not  fubdued  the  Pruffians. 
The  French  merchants  have  loft 
their  ancient  privileges  in  that 
country  ;  and  the  rules  of  the 
Spanifh  cuftom-houfe  have  been 
directed  againft  French  commerce. 
All  redrefs  has  been  refufed.  The 
ports  of  the  bay  of  B  fcay  have 
been  open  to  the  Engldh  Blips  ; 
and  the  law  of  blockade  proclaimed 
in  Spain  fimibr  to  that  of  France, 
was  only  rendered  the  means  of  fa¬ 
vouring  ft  ill  more  the  contraband 
trade  of  England,  the  merchandife 
of  which  was  fpread  through  the 
peninfula  into  the  reft  of  Europe.” 
The  minifter  then  argued  that  as 
his  mailer  had  become  the  umpire 
between  the  old  monarch  and  his 
fon,  he  could  not  refrain  from  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  affairs  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  “  What  part  will  you 
take  ?”  faid  he,  “  Will  you  facri- 
fice  the  caufe  of  fovereigns,  and 
fanftion  an  outrage  committed 
againil  the  majefty  of  the  throne  ? 
Will  you  leave  on  the  throne  a 
prince  who  cannot  withdraw  him- 
felf  from  the  yoke  of  England,  in 
confequence  of  which  your  majefty 
mull  conftantly  keep  a  powerful 
army  in  Spain  ?  If  on  the  contrary, 
your  majefty  determines  to  place 
Charles  IV.  on  the  throne,  it  is 
certain  that  it  cannot  be  done  with¬ 


out  overcoming  a  great  reiiftance, 
and  fhedding  French  blood.  Can 
that  blood  of  which  the  nation  is 
prodigal  for  the  defence  of  its 
own  intercfts,  be  (lied  for  a  foreign 
king,  whofe  fate  is  of  no  confe¬ 
quence  to  France  ?  Laftly,  can 
your  majefty  take  no  intereft  in 
thofe  important  differences,  aban¬ 
don  the  Spanifh  nation  to  its  fate, 
while  it  is  already  agitated  by  an 
extreme  fermentation ;  and  when 
England  is  fowing  the  feeds  of 
trouble  and  anarchy,  ought  your 
majefty  to  leave  this  new  prey  for 
England  to  devour  ?  Certainly  not. 
Your  majefty,  therefore,  occupied 
of  neceffity  with  the  regeneration 
of  Spain,  in  a  manner  ufefui  to 
that  kingdom  and  to  France,  ought 
neither  to  re-eftablifh,  at  the  price 
of  much  bloodshed,  a  dethroned 
king,  nor  abandon  Spain  to  her- 
felf ;  for  in  both  cafes  it  would  be 
delivering  her  to  the  Englifh, 
whofe  money  and  intrigues  have 
produced  the  diffentions  in  that 
country.” 

A  fecond  report,  da  ted  the  ift 
of  September,  followed  the  former, 
propoGng  to  Buonaparte  that  he 
fhonld  communicate  to  the  fenate 
the  two  treaties  which  had  placed 
the  crown  of  Spain  in  his  hands. 
It  afcribed  the  proceedings  of  the 
nation  in  hoftility  to  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments,  to  the  intrigues  of  Eng¬ 
land:  Will  your  majefty,”  it 

was  obftrved,  “  permit  England 
to  fay  £  Spain  is  one  of  my  pro¬ 
vinces:  my  flag  driven  from  the 
Baltic,  the  North  Sea,  the  Levant, 
and  even  the  (bores  of  Perfia,  rules 
in  the  ports  of  France  ?’  No, 
never  !  To  prevent  fo  much  fhame 
and  misfortune,  two  millions  of 
brave  men  are  ready  to  fcale  the 
Pyrenees,  and  the  Englifh  will  be 
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chafed  from  the  Peninfula.  If  the 
French  fight  for  the  liberty  of  the 
feas,  they  muff,  to  conquer,  begin  by 
wreking  Spain  from  the  influence 
of  the  tyrants  of  the  ocean. It 
was  reprefented  as  no  fmall  ad¬ 
vantage,  that  there  was  a  probabi¬ 
lity  of  at  length  meeting  the  Eng- 
lifli,  and  fighting  them  man  to 
man,  of  making  them  alfo  feel  the 
evils  of  war — of  the  dangers  of 
which  they  were  ignorant.  They 
would  it  was  faid,  be  beaten,  de- 
kroyed,  or  at  leak,  they  would 
make  hafte  fo  fly,  as  they  did  at 
Toulon,  at  Dunkirk,  the  Helder, 
and  every  where  when  found  by 
the  French  ;  but  their  expulflon 
from  Spain  would  be  the  ruin  of 
their  caufe.  The  report  then  ex¬ 
hibited  fome  jealoufy  at  the  in- 
creafing  armaments  of  Auflria, 
which  augmentation  of  her  forces, 
it  was  remarked,  would  fuggeft  to 
the  French  ruler  the  propriety  of 
adding  to  the  numbers  of  his  troops, 
in  order  to  prefer ve  the  relative 
fuperiority  that  exifted  between 
the  power  and  population  of  the 
two  empires. 

~  A  mcfiage  from  Buon- 

k  ’  aparte  was  alfo  fent  to  the 
fenate,  informing  them  that 
he  was  determined  to  carry  on  the 
war  againk  Spain  with  the  utmofl: 
a&ivity,  and  deitroy  the  armies 
which  England  had  difembarked  in 
that  country.  His  alliance  with 
the  emperor  of  Ruffia,  he  obferved, 
extinguifhcd  every  hope  which 
England  could  entertain  from  her 
projects.  I:le  had  no  doubt  re- 
fpedling  the  peace  of  the  continent  ; 
but  he  neither  would  nor  ought  to 
rely  on  the  falfe  calculations  and 
the  errors  of  other  courts,  and 
£nce  his  neighbours  increafed  their 


armies,  it  was  a  duty  incumbent 
on  him  to  augment  his  own. 

To  this  meflage  fucceeded  a  re¬ 
port  from  the  minifter  at  war,  fet- 
ting  forth  that  notwithAanding  the 
different  events  which  had  taken 
place  in  Spain,  had  occaAoned  a 
pretty  considerable  lofs,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  operation,  as  incon¬ 
ceivable  as  it  was  painful,  of  the 
divifion  under  general  Dupont,  his 
maker  had  notified  his  refolution  of 
affembling  more  than  two  hundred 
thoufand  men  beyond  the  Pyrenees, 
without  weakening  either  the  ar¬ 
mies  in  Germany  or  that  in  Dal¬ 
matia.  For  this  end  a  levy  of 
eighty  thoufand  men  appeared  to 
be  neceffary,  who  could  only  be 
taken  from  the  four  clafles  of  the 
confcription  of  the  years  1806,  7, 
8,  and  9.  This  meafure  was  there¬ 
fore  to  be  retrofpedli\;e,  for  thefe 
years  had  already  furnifhed  their 
quota  ;  but  kill  the  miniker  af~ 
ferted,  that  the  levy  of  eighty 
thoufand  men  would  only  call  out 
one  confeript  out  of  feven  who 
were  liable  to  the  law  during  the 
four  years  ;  it  was  however  de¬ 
clared  that  no  future  demand  fliould 
be  made  on  an  antecedent  confcrip¬ 
tion.  The  minifter  next  propofed 
to  call  out  eighty  thoufand  men  of 
the  confcription  of  1810,  to  fur- 
niki  the- means,  as  occafion  might 
require,  of  forming  camps  of  re- 
ferve,  and  protedling  the  coak  in 
the  fpring  time.  Allufion  was 
again  made  to  the  warlike  attitude 
of  Aukria.  (t  The  armies  of  Auf- 
t ria/'  faid  the  miniker,  (i  have 
been  conflderably  increafed.  France 
although  fhe  has  armies  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  all  the  other  powers, 
has  notwithAanding  fewer  men 
under  arms  than  any  of  them,  com¬ 
pared 
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pared  with  her  population.  Your 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  allures 
me,  that  a  ftri£l  alliance  fubfifts 
between  your  majefty  and  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Ruftia.  The  armaments 
of  Auftria  have  often  excited  my 
folicitude.  The  fame  minifter  af- 
fured  me  that  the  bed  underftand- 
ing  was  kept  up  with  Auftria, 
and  that  her  levies  fhould  only  be 
confidered  either  as  precautions,  or 
as  the  effect  of  apprehenfions, 
which  are  forcibly  impreffed  on 
every  court  by  the  numerous  agents. 
wbJ  h  England  continues  in  pay 
on  he  continent.  But  it  does  not 
belong  to  the  bufinefs  of  my  de- 
par  nent  to  dive  into  the  views 
of  dates,  and  explore  the  laby¬ 
rinth  of  politics,  though  it  is  my 
duty  to  negleft  nothing  to  make 
your  majefty’s  armies  maintain, 
at  all  points,  that  juft  fuperiority 
which  they  ought  to  poffefs.  The 
levy  which  I  have  propofed  will 
give  to  the  armies  of  Spain  two 
hundred  thoufand  men ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  augmentation  of 
our  force  beyond  the  Pyrenees, 
your  majefty  will  have  increafed 
your  armies  of  Germany,  of  the 
North,  and  of  Italy,  by  more 
than  eighty  thoufand  men.” 

Thefe  meafures  were  of  courfe 
fan&ioned  by  the  fenate,  and  on 
the  1 8th  of  September  Buonaparte 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  perio¬ 
dical  parade  at  the  Caroufel,  of 
addreffing  the  troops  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms.  (i  Soldiers,  after  hav¬ 
ing  triumphed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  and  the  Viftula,  you  have 
pafted  through  Germany  by  forced 
marches.  I  fhall  now  order  you 
to  march  through  France  without 
allowing  you  a  moment’s  reft. 
Soldiers,  I  have  occafion  for  you  ! 
The  hideous  prefence  of  the  leopard 
Vot.  L,  op  Vol.  VIII*  New  § 
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contaminates  the  continent  of  Spain 
and  Portugal.  Let  your  afpeft 
terrify  him  and  drive  him  from 
thence.  Let  us  carry  our  conquer¬ 
ing  eagles  even  to  the  pillars  of 
Hercules  :  there  alfo  we  have  an 
injury  to  revenge.  Soldiers,  you 
have  exceeded  the  fame  of  all  mo¬ 
dern  warriors.  You  have  placed 
yourfelves  upon  a  level  with  the 
Roman  legions,  who  in  one  cam¬ 
paign  were  conquerors  on  the  Rhine, 
on  the  Euphrates,  in  Illyria,  and 
on  the  Tagus.  A  durable  peace 
and  permanent  profperity  fhall  be 
the  fruits  of  your  exertions.  A 
true  Frenchman  can  never  enjoy 
any  reft  till  the  fea  is  open  and  free. 
Soldiers,  all  that  you  have  already 
achieved,  and  that  which  remains 
to  be  done,  will  be  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  French  people,  and 
for  my  glory,  and  fhall  be  for 
ever  imprinted  on  my  heart.” 

Soon  after  wards  the  French  ruler 
fet  off  to  meet  the  emperor  of 
Ruftia  at  Erfurth.  The  purpofe  of 
the  conferences  held  at  this  city 
was  undoubtedly,  amongft  other 
affairs,  to  reftrain  the  warlike  in¬ 
tentions  of  Auftria,  by  a  demon- 
ftration  of  the  perfedl  concord 
which  fubfifted  between  Buonapartd 
and  the  Czar ;  in  order  that  the 
former  might  be  thoroughly  fecure 
on  the  fide  of  Germany,  while  he 
profecuted  the  campaign  in  the 
Peninfula.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  defigns  of  the  Auftrian 
cabinet,  it  is  certain  that  fatisfac- 
tory  affurances  of  a  pacific  difpo- 
fition  were  given  by  its  envoy, 
general  Vincent,  to  Buonaparte. 
That  minifter  had  feveral  inter¬ 
views  with  Alexander  and  the 
French  ruler,  and  all  differences 
between  the  court  of  Vienna  and 
the  cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries  were 
ries*  [/?]  compofed 
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com  pofed  for  the  prefent.  It  alfo 
appeared  that  one  of  the  fubjefts 
di  feuded  at  Erfurth  was  a  propofal 
for  a  general  peace. 

The  offer  was  made  in  a 

letter  to  his  Britannic  ma- 

$  S' 

jedy,  figned  by  Alexander 
and  Buonaparte.  It  dated  that 
tile  circumdances  of  Europe  having 
brought  them  together,  their  firft 
thoughts  were  to  yield  to  the 
willies  and  wants  of  every  people, 
artd  to  feek,  in  a  fpeedy  pa cifi ca¬ 
tion  with  his  majedy,  the  mod  ef¬ 
ficacious  remedy  for  the  miferies 
which  oppreffed  all  nations  :  that 
the  long  and  bloody  war  which 
had  torn  the  continent  was  at  an 
end,  without,  the  poffibility  of  being 
renewed  :  many  changes  had  taken 
place  in  Europe,  many  cities  had 
been  overthrown  -y  the  caufe  of 
which  events  was  to  be  found  in 
the  date  of  agitation  and  mifery 
in  which  the  dagnation  of  maritime 
commerce  had  placed  the  greateft 
countries :  dill  greater  changes 
might  yet  enfue,  and  all  of  them 
contrary  to  the  policy  of  England  : 
peace  then  was  at  once  the  intered 
@fi  the  continent  and  of  Great 
Britain.  We  unite,  continued  the 
letter,  in  entreating  your  majedy 
to  Eden  to  the  caufe  of  humanity, 
ii fencing  that  of  the  padions  ;  to 
feek,  with  the  intention  of  arriving 
at  that  objeft,  to  conciliate  all  in- 
tereds,  and  by  thofe  means  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  all  the  powers  which  exid, 
and  to  enfure  the  happinefs  of 
Europe. 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by 
©ficial  communications  from  count 
Nicolas  de  RomanzofF  and  M. 
Charnpagni  to  Mr.  Canning,  in 
which  it  was  mentioned  that  French 
and  Ruffian  plenipotentiaries  had 
been  appointed,  who  would  repair 
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to  that  city  on  the  continent,  t# 
which  his  Britannic  majedy  and 
his  allies  fhould  fend  miniders  with 
full  powers.  No  direft  anfwer 
was  given  by  the  king  to  the  let¬ 
ter,  becaufe,  as  Mr.  Canning  in¬ 
formed  M.  de  RomanzofF,  “  from 
the  unufual  manner  in  which  it  had 
be?n  drawn  up,  and  which  had 
entirely  deprived  it  of  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  private  and  perfonal 
communication,  his  majefty  had 
found  it  impoffible  to  adopt  that 
mark  of  refpeft  to  the  emperor  of 
Ruffia,  without  recognifing  titles 
which  he  had  never  acknowledg¬ 
ed  but  official  notes  were  im¬ 
mediately  addreiTed  to  the  French 
and  Ruffian  miniders.  In 
thefe  papers  Mr.  Canning  ^ 
declared  that  the  king  re¬ 
peated  his  readinefs  and  deft  re  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  on  terms  confident 
with  the  honour  of  his  crown,  with 
fidelity  to  his  engagements,  and 
with  the  permanent  repofe  and  fe- 
curity  of  Europe.  If  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  continent  were  one 
of  agitation  and  wretchednefs ;  if 
many  dates  had  been  overthrown, 
and  more  were  dill  menaced  with 
fubverfion,  it  was  a  confoiation  to 
the  king  to  refieft  that  no  part  of 
the  convulfions  which  had  been 
already  experienced,  or  of  thofe 
which  were  threatened  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  could  be  in  any  degree  bn  * 
putable  to  his  majedy.  The  king 
was  mod  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  all  fitch  dreadful  changes  were 
indeed  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
England.  It  was  neither  in  the 
dipofition  of  his  majedy,  nor  in 
the  charafter  of  the  people  over 
whom  he  reigned,  to  rejoice  in  the 
privations  and  unhappinefs  even  of 
the  nations  which  were  combined 

againft 
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againil  him.  His  majeliy  anxi- 
©nfly  defired  that  the  fufferings  of 
the  continent  might  terminate.  In 
the  progrefs  of  the  war  which  had 
been  entered  into  for  national  de¬ 
fence,  and  which  had  been  pro¬ 
longed  becaufe  no  fecure  and  ho¬ 
nourable  means  of  doling  it  had 
been  offered,  new  obligations  had 
been  impofed  on  his  majeliy  in  be¬ 
half  of  powers,  whom  aggrefiion 
had  compelled  to  make  common 
caufe  with  him,  or  who  had  fo- 
licited  his  aid  to  preferve  their 
independence.  The  interefts  of  the 
crown  of  Portugal  and  of  his  Si¬ 
cilian  majeliy  were  confided  to  his 
friendfhip  and  protection.  With 
the  king  of  Sweden  he  was  united 
by  ties  of  the  clofell  alliance. 
Though  he  was  not  yet  bound  by 
any  formal  inlfrument  to  Spain, 
his  majeliy  had,  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  contracted  with  that  nation 
engagements  not  lefs  binding  on 
his  mind  than  the  moll  folemn  trea¬ 
ties.  His  majeliy  therefore  af- 
fumed,  that  the  government  ading 
in  the  name  of  his  catholic  majeliy, 
was  understood  to  be  a  party  in 
any  negotiation  in  which  he  was 
invited  to  engage. 

•xt  The  count  de  RoraanzofF 

"2gV*  replied,  on  the  behalf  of  his 
mailer,  that  the  admiffion 
of  the  fovercioms  in  alliance  with 

C 

England  to  a  congrefs  could  not 
be  a  point  of  any  difficulty,  and 
that  Ruffia  and  France  confented 
to  it ;  but  that  principle  by  no 
means  extended  to  the  neceffity  of 
admitting  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Spanifli  infirgents.  The  em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffia  could  not  admit 
them  :  moreover  he  had  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  king  Jofeph  Napoleon. 
Count  de  Romanzoff  faid  he  faw 
with  pleafure,  that  in  the  difference 
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of  opinion  refpeding  the  Spaniards,, 
nothing  prefented  itfelf  which  could 
either  prevent  or  delay  the  opening 
of  a  congrefs,  as  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jesty  had  admitted  that  he  was 
bound  by  no  pofttive  engagements 
to  thofe  who  had  taken  up  arms  in 
Spain.  He  therefore  renewed,  in 
the  name  of  the  emperor,  the  pro- 
pofal  already  made.  M„  j^G,- 
Champagni’s  anfwer  Hated,  s  * 
that  the  two  emperors  had 
flattered  themfelves  that  the  object 
of  their  meafure  could  not  have 
been  milinterpreted,  nor  afcribed 
to  weaknefs  or  neceffity,  when  every 
impartial  llatefman  mull  recognize, 
in  the  fpirit  of  peace  and  mode¬ 
ration  by  which  it  was  dictated, 
the  characteristics  of  power  and 
true  greatncfs.  How  was  it  pof- 
Able  for  the  French  government 
to  entertain  the  propofal  of  ad* 
mitting  to  the  negotiation  the 
Spanifh  infurgents  ?  What  would 
the  Englifh  government  have  faid 
had  it  been  propofed  to  them  to 
admit  the  catholic  infurgents  of 
Ireland?  France,  without  having 
any  treaties  with  them,  had  made 
them  promifes,  and  had  frequently 
fent  them  fuccours.  Could  fuch  a 
propofltion  have  found  place  in  a 
note,  the  obje«5t  of  which  ought  to 
have  been,  not  to  irritate,  but  to 
endeavour  to  effefl  a  mutual  con¬ 
ciliation  and  good  underftanding ? 
England  would  find  herfelf  under 
a  11  range  millake,  if,  contrary  to 
the  experience  of  the  pall,  (he  llili 
entertained  the  idea  of  contending 
fufccefsfully  on  the  continent  againil 
the  armies  of  France.  What  hope 
could  fhe  then  have,  efpecially  as 
France  was  irrecoverably  united 
with  Ruffia  ?  M.  Champagni  faid, 
he  was  commanded  to  repeat  the 
propofal  to  admit  to  the  negoti- 
[/?  2]  ation 
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ation  all  the  allies  of  the  king  of 
England,  whether  it  were  the  king 
who  reigned  in  the  Brazils,  the 
king  who  reigned  in  Sweden,  or 
the  king  who  reigned  in  Sicily* 

To  M.  de  Romanzoff 
Mr.  Canning  exprefled  the 
king's  aftonilhment  and  re¬ 
gret,  that  an  expectation  fhould  be 
entertained  that  he  (hould  confent 
to  commence  a  negotiation  by  the 
previous  abandonment  of  the  Spa- 
mfh  people,  and  of  the  legitimate 
/  monarchy  of  Spain,  in  deference  to 
an  ufurpation  which  had  no  parallel 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  If 
thefe  were  the  principles  to  which 
the  emperor  of  Ruffia  had  invio¬ 
lably  attached  himfelf,  and  to  which 
he  had  pledged  the  refources  of  his 
empire,  his  majefty  deeply  lamented 
a  determination  by  which  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Europe  mull  be  aggra¬ 
vated  and  prolonged  :  but  not  to 
his  majefty  was  to  be  attributed 
the  continuance  of  the  calamities 
of  war,  by  the  difappointment  of 
all  hope  of  fuch  a  peace  as  would 
be  compatible  with  juftice  and  with 
y*  honour.  To  M.  Cham- 
CC*  pagni  Mr.  Canning  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  abftain  from  noticing 
any  of  thofe  topics  and  expreffions 
infulting  to  his  majefty  and  allies, 
and  to  the  Spanilh  nation,  with 
which  the  French  minifter's  note 
abounded ;  but  that  his  majefty 
was  difappointed  in  the  deftre  which 
lie  had  formed  of  treating  for  a 
peace  that  might  have  arranged  the 
refpeXive  interefts  of  all  the  powers 
1  engaged  in  the  war  ;  being  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  forfake  the  caufe  of 
the  Spanifti  nation,  and  the  legi¬ 
timate  monarchy  of  Spain.  The 
rupture  of  this  intercourfe  was  an¬ 


nounced  by  a  declaration  ^ 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  e‘~* 
containing  a  narrative  of 
the  caufe  of  its  failure,  and  re¬ 
flexions  upon  the  fubjeX,  the  fen* 
timents  of  which  were  highly  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  Britifh  character. 

Buonaparte  returned  to  Paris  on 
the  20th  of  OXober,  and  on  the 
26th  he  went  in  llate  to  open  the 
feffion  of  the  legiflative  body.  In 
his  addrefs,  he  informed  them  that 
he  had  had  a  meeting  with  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia,  that  they  were 
unchangeably  united  for  peace  as 
well  as  for  war,  and  that  they  had 
agreed  to  make  fome  facrifices  to 
obtain  peace.  A  part  of  his  army, 
he  faid,  had  marched  againft  that 
which  England  had  formed  or  diffi 
embarked  in  Spain ;  and  that  it 
was  a  diftinguilhed  favour  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  who  had  conftantly  pro- 
teXed  the  French  arms,  that  paflion 
had  fo  far  blinded  the  Englilh  ca¬ 
binet,  that  they  at  laft  abandoned 
the  defence  of  the  Teas,  and  pro¬ 
duced  their  army  on  the  continent. 
He  added  that  he  lhould  depart  in 
a  few  days  to  put  himfelf  in  perfon 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  with 
God's  help,  to  crown  the  king  of 
Spain  at  Madrid,  and  to  plant  his 
eagles  on  the  forts  of  Spain. 

All  his  military  arrangements 
being  now  complete,  Buonaparte 
repaired  to  the  head-quarters  of 
the  troops  which  were  at  Vittoria. 
The  pofttion  of  the  army  is  thus 
deferibed  in  the  French  bulletin. 
The  corps  commanded  by  Moncey 
was  ftationed  along  the  banks  of 
the  Aragon  and  Ebro ;  the  corps 
under  Ney  occupied  the  town  and 
environs  of  Guardia  ;  that  of  Beffi 
fleres,  Miranda  andPancorbo;  and 
general  Merlin,  with  his  divifion, 

was 
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Xv a$  ported  on  the  heights  of  Du 
rango.  Some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  porttion  of  the  Spaniards. 
Cartanos  had  quitted  the  line  of 
the  Ebro,  and  ftationed  his  di- 
virtons  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
Aragon  from  Villa  Franca  to  San- 
gueffa.  Farther  to  the  right  was 
the  army  of  Pelafox.  The  central 
army,  compofed  of  the  troops  of 
Eftremadura  and  Murcia,  was  be¬ 
tween  Burgos  and  the  right  bank 
of  the  Ebro  ;  and  this  it  was  ex¬ 
pelled  would  be  joined  by  the 
Britifh  forces  commanded  by  fir 
John  Moore,  who  had  marched 
from  Portugal,  and  thofe  under  lir 
David  Baird,  who  had  landed  with 
them  at  Corunna,  aud  was  on  the 
route  to  meet  the  former.  Blake 
ftill  continued  in  Bifcay.  The 
whole  number  of  the  Spaniards 
under  arms  has  been  before  ftated 
at  between  fixty  and  feventy  thou- 
fand  men.  There  was  no  com¬ 
mander  in  chief ;  but  the  junta  had 
appointed  Don  Francifco  Pelafox, 
brother  of  the  Aragonefe  general, 
with  two  afliftants,  the  marquis  de 
Coupigni  and  the  count  de  Mon- 
tigo,  as  their  commiflioners  to  con¬ 
cert  plans  of  operations  with  the 
generals ;  Pelafox  was  however  to 
decide  upon  all  movements,  and  to 
receive  the  fame  honours  as  a  cap¬ 
tain-general  of  the  army.  It  will 
be  eartly  perceived  that  there  was 
no  connexion  between  the  central 
army  and  that  of  Blake,  which 
was  completely  detached  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  attacks  of  the  French, 
whofe  objeft  it  naturally  was  to 
engage  the  Spaniards  before  the 
Englifh  reinforcements  could  come 
up.  General  Blake,  who  had  not 
more  than  twenty. three  thoufand 
men  under  his  orders,  inftead  of 
falling  back,  appears  to  have  in- 


judicioufly  lingered  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  French,  by  whom  his 
main  body,  amounting  to  feventeem 
thoufand  men,  was  affailed  on  the 
31ft  of  OHober,  at  Zornofa,  and 
after  an  ohftinate  conflict  compelled 
to  retire  to  Valmafeda.  The  re¬ 
treat  was  conducted  with  the  bert: 
order,  without  the  lofs  of  cannon, 
colours,  or  prifoners,  and  in  the 
face  of  a  very  fuperior  enemy  ;  but 
by  this  unfortunate  event,  Bilboa 
again  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  At  Valmafeda  Blake  re¬ 
ceived  fome  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ments,  and  on  the  5th  of  Kovem- 
ber  a  divirton  of  Spaniards  defeated 
a  corps  of  French,  amounting  to 
feven  thoufand  men,  which  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  hinder  the  junction  of 
a  body  of  Arturians  with  the  main 
army.  On  the  7th  and  8th  there 
were  alfo  affairs  with  the  enemy. 
On  the  10th  Blake  had  retreated 
to  Efpinofa.  Here  marlhal  Lefevre, 
having  been  joined  by  the  troops 
under  general  Viftor,  attacked  the 
Spaniards  who  maintained  the  bat¬ 
tle  againft  nearly  double  their  num¬ 
bers  until  night.  The  adiion  was 
renewed  the  next  day,  when  the 
French  defeated  the  left  wing  of 
the  patriots,  who  were  at  length 
totally  routed ;  and  as  the  enemy 
had  obtained  poffertion  ©f  a  height 
which  commanded  the  road  by 
which  the  Spaniards  retired,  their 
retreat  was  performed  in  extreme 
confufion,  and  confequently  with 
great  lofs.  Blake  made  a  laft  ef¬ 
fort  to  unite  fuch  of  his  troops  as 
he  could  colledl,  and  maintain  a 
porttion  at  Reynofa ;  but  a  rtrong 
column  of  French  appearing  on  the 
road  from  Burgos,  he  thought  it 
expedient  to  retreat  to  San  Vicente 
de  la  Barquera,  a  little  town  on 
the  fhores  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
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about  twenty  miles  from  St.  An- 
dero.  Blake’s  army  had  fuftained 
fix  attacks  with  great  but  un- 
fuccefsful  valour  in  the  period  of 
eleven  days  ;  and  the  fortitude  of 
the  troops  was  equal  to  their  bra¬ 
very,  for  they  were  not  only  ex- 
pofed  to  very  fevere  weather  with 
inadequate  clothing,  but  to  the 
molt  trying  privations  of  food 
during  the  whole  time.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  difperlion  of  the 
army  of  Galicia,  the  advanced 
guard  of  Soult’s  corps  entered  St. 
Anderoonthe  1 6th ;  but  the  bilhop 
and  feveral  other  patriots  had  time 
to  efcape  on  board  fome  Englifh 
(hips  which  were  off  the  coaft. 

The  next  operation  of  the  French 
was  to  break  the  line  of  the  army 
of  Eftremadura.  For  this  purpofe, 
the  marfhals  Soult  and  Beflieres, 
with  a  confiderable  force  of  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry,  proceeded 
againft  the  Spaniards  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Burgos,  where  there 
were  feveral  battalions  of  the  line, 
the  Walloon  and  Spanifh  guards, 
and  a  corps  formed  of  the  ftudents 
of  the  univerfities  of  Leon  and  Sa¬ 
lamanca,  under  the  command  of 
couot  Belveder.  The  French  at¬ 
tacked  the  patriots  on  the  8th  and 
9th  of  November,  without  fuccefs, 
on  the  10th,  by  their  numbers  and 
fuperiority  in  cavalry,  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  thirteen  hours,  they 
drove  the  patriots  from  their  poll, 
and  purfued  them  to  Lerma.  Bel¬ 
veder  afterwards  retired  to  Aran¬ 
da,  from  which  he  was  driven  on 
the  1 6th ;  he  then  fled  to  Segovia 
with  the  remains  of  his  forces.  The 
head  quarters  of  Buonaparte  were 
now  removed  to  Burgos ;  and  the 
French  found  large  magazines  in 
the  town,  which  would  have  been 
much  better  placed  at  Saragoza,  or 


any  other  place  equally  diftant  from 
the  immediate  fcene  of  war. 

Having  difperfed  the  corps  on 
his  fight,  Buonaparte  took  means 
to  overwhelm  the  army  of  Caf- 
tanos.  His  plan  was,  that  it 
fhould  be  attacked  by  thirty  thou- 
fand  men  under  marlhal  Lafnes 
in  front,  and  by  the  divifions  of 
marfhals  Ney  and  Victor  in  the 
rear  ;  but  the  long  march  which 
the  troops  of  the  latter  had  to 
make  from  Burgos  through  Soria 
and  Agreda  for  this  purpofe,  fo 
fatigued  them,  that  the  project 
could  not  be  executed ;  and  the 
delay  thus  occafioned  faved  the 
Spaniards  from  completedeftrudlion. 
Caftanos  learning,  on  the  21ft,  that 
Lafnes  was  marching  againft  him, 
fell  back  and  occupied  a  line  from 
Tudela  to  Tarazona.  On  the  2  2d 
he  concentrated  his  forces,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  notice  the  next  morning 
at  day -break,  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing,  he  refted  his  right  on 
Tudela,  and  extended  his  left  for  a 
league  and  a  half  towards  Caf- 
cante.  The  arrangements  of  the 
Spanifh  general  are  faid  to  have 
been  altogether  faulty,  for  the 
ground  on  which  he  had  drawn  up 
his  men  was  commanded  by  fome 
heights  that  he  neglefted  to  fecure, 
of  which  the  enemy  took  poflefiion  ; 
and  he  left  general  Lapena  with 
his  divifion  at  Cafcante,  a  diftance 
of  two  hours  march  from  Tudela. 
The  left  of  the  Spaniards,  accord* 
ing  to  the  account  of  Caftanos, 
gained  fome  advantage  over  the 
right  of  the  French;  but  their 
centre  was  pierced  by  the  divifion 
of  general  Mathieu,  and  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  poured  through  the  open¬ 
ing.  A  complete  route  of  the 
main  body  enfued  ;  and  they  aban¬ 
doned  the  field  of  battle.  In  the 
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mean  time  general  Lapena,  who 
had  received  orders  to  turn  the 
right  flank  of  the  French,  no  fooner 
moved  forwards,  than  he  found  he 
was  oppofed  by  three  thoufand 
French  infantry  and  a  thoufand 
horfe.  Thefe  he  defeated  and  pur- 
fued  to  Tudela;  but  was  driven 
back  by  the  enemy,  who  had  gained 
pofleflion  of  the  heights,  and  he 
firft  retreated  to  Cafcante,  whence 
he  efcaped  through  Borja  to  Cala- 
tayad,  whither  Caftanos  had  re¬ 
tired.  The  Spanifh  general  not 
finding  fufiicient  fubfiftence  in  this 
town,  and  having  received  intel¬ 
ligence  that  the  French  threatened 
the  pafs  of  Somofierra,  removed  to 
Siguenza,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  nearer  the  capital.  Four  thou¬ 
fand  Spaniards  perilhed  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Tudela,  and  three  thoufand 
were  taken  prifoners.  Seven  ftand- 
ards  and  thirty  pieces  of  cannon 
alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  by  the  vi&ory.  This  un¬ 
happy  event  compelled  Pelafox  to 
fall  back  to  Saragoza,  in  order  to 
defend  that  city  from  the  incurfions 
of  the  French. 

The  conduct  of  the  fupreme  go¬ 
vernment  at  Madrid  is  inexplicable, 
lnftead  of  making  any  attempt  to 
add  to  a  force,  which  at  the  latter 
end  of  Odober  mid  have  appeared 
abfolutely  inadequate  to  oppofe  the 
invaders,  even  if  the  Spanifh  ge¬ 
nerals  had  poflefled  great  military 
experience,  and  their  troops  been 
highly  difciplined  and  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  neceflfaries,  the  junta 
was  employed  in  eftabiiihing  an 
extraordinary  tribunal,  compofed 
of  members  ol  each  great 

y  council  of  the  ftate,  to  try 
perfons  fufpeded  of  confpir- 
ing  againft  the  ftate,  and  efpeeially 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct 
•f  the  deputies  who  had  repaired 


to  Bayonne,  and  that  of  indivi¬ 
duals  who  had  fubmitted  to  the 
ufurper.  The  provisions  laid  down 
for  the  proceedings  of  this  com* 
million  were  certainly  humane  and 
liberal,  and  refled  the  higheft  ho¬ 
nour  on  the  moderation  and  juftice 
of  the  government ;  as  was  par¬ 
ticularly  exhibited  in  its  injundion 
to  the  tribunal  to  make,  with  great 
care,  a  proper  diftindion  between 
voluntary  and  -  compulfory  obedi¬ 
ence  in  thofe  who  had  yielded  to 
French  tyranny;  to  abftain  from 
all  fecret  arrefts,  from  all  ads  upon 
anonymous  information,  and  from 
imprifoning  the  individuals  accufed 
for  any  length  of  time  without 
bringing  them  to  trial.  Even  when 
the  French  threatened  the  impor¬ 
tant  pafs  of  Somoflerra,  the  junta 
endeavoured  to  lull  the  inhabitants 
of  Madrid  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
reprefenting,  in  an  addrefs  KT 
which  they  publifhed,  that  "  ov  * 
the  enemy,  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  it,  were  only  eight 
thoufand  men.  <(  Spaniards,”  faid 
they,  “  cowardice  alone  infpired 
by  treafon,  will  attempt  by  every 
means  to  increafe  the  dangers  which 
daftards  and  the  evil-difpofed  ex¬ 
aggerate,  in  order  to  difheartcn  us  ; 
and  which  alone  would  be  able  to 
fruflrate  the  exertions  of  the  junta, 
which  however  repofes  confidence 
upon  your  tried  obedience,  and  un- 
parelleled  fidelity.  Two  days  af¬ 
terwards.  when  the  French  had  to¬ 
tally  routed  the  patriots  at  Burgos, 
and  the  junta  were  aware  that  the 
army  of  Caftanos  was  confequently 
in  a  critical  fltuation,  but  before 
they  knew  it  was  defeated,  they 
iflfued  another  decree,  not  to  fortify 
the  city  and  arm  the  inhabitants, 
but  to  form  honorary  militias  in  all 
towns  not  lying  within  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  war,  to  prevent  dif¬ 
ord  er 


264]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


orders,  and  apprehend  robbers  and 
deferters. 

While  the  Spanifh  government 
was  thus  ufelefsly  wafting  its  time, 
and  deluding  the  people,  Buona¬ 
parte  refolved  to  take  advantage 
of  the  fuccefs  which  he  had  ob¬ 
tained,  and  march  diredly  to  Ma¬ 
drid,  Having  directed  Moncey 
to  proceed  againft  Zaragoza,  and 
Soult  to  watch  the  motions  of 
Blake  and  Romana,  he  ordered 
Vi&or  to  attack  the  pafs  of  Somo- 
fierra,  which  was  defended  by  ten 
thoufand  Spaniards,  with  ftxteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  pofition 
was  carried  on  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  the  affair  was  decided,  as 
it  is  related  in  the  French  bulletin, 
by  a  charge  of  general  Montbrun 
at  the  head  of  the  Polifti  lancers. 
That  a  fortified  mountain-pafs 
ihould  be  forced  by  cavalry  feems 
extraordinary  :  it  is  much  more 
likely  that  Vidor’s  infantryclimbed 
the  mountain,  and  attacked  the  rear 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  having  taken 
to  flight,  fome  of  their  ftragglers 
were  fabred  by  the  lancers ;  thouga 
it  might  have  fuited  Buonaparte’s 
purpofe  to  eulogife  Montbrun  or 
the  Poles. 

As  foon  as  the  pafs  of  Somofi- 
erra,  which  is  fixty  miles  Irom 
Madrid,  was  forced,  the  fupreme 
junta  retired  from  the  capital, 
leaving  a  military  commiffion  un¬ 
der  the  prefidency  of  the  marquis 
de  Caftelar  in  it.  The  people  broke 
up  the  pavement  in  the  ftreets,  and 
interfered  them  with  dithes,  bar¬ 
ricaded  the  windows  and  doors  of 
the  houfes  with  bales  of  wool  and 
matreffes,  and  planted  about  an 
hundred  cannon  on  commanding 
points,  mounting  others  of  Igfs  ca¬ 
libre  on  carts  and  tumbrels  for  want 
of  better  carriages.  There  were 


in  the  place  fixty  thoufand  men 
under  arms,  including  fix  thoufand 
troops  of  the  line  and  peafants  col- 
leded  from  the  adjoining  villages, 
all  animated  with  a  defire  to  defend 
the  city  to  the  Iaft  extremity.  A 
report  was  propagated  that  fand 
had  been  mixed  with  the  powder 
in  the  cartridges,  by  the  conni¬ 
vance  of  the  marquis  de  Perales  ; 
the  populace  incenfed  at  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of fuch  treachery,  ftrangled 
him,  and  all  the  cartridges  were 
remade  by  the  monks.  Buonaparte 
and  marfhal  Beftihres,  with  the 
French  cavalry,  arrived  on  the 
heights  which  .rounded  Madrid 
on  the  2d  of  December  at  noon. 
An  aide-de-camp  of  the  marfhal’s 
having  been  fent  into  the  town  to 
fummon  it,  was  feized  by  the 
people,  and  would  have  been  put 
to  death  if  the  Spanifh  troops  had 
not  interfered  1  id  protected  his 
return.  At  r°”en  in  the  evening, 
one  of  Victor  divifions  of  in. 
fantry  arrived,  and  a  Spanifh  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  who  had  been  taken 
prifoner,  was  charged  with  a  letter 
to  the  marquis  de  Caftelar,  ex¬ 
horting  him  not  to  expofe  the  place 
to  the  horrors  of  an  aflault,  but  to 
prevent  them  by  a  furrender.  No 
anfwer  was  returned  till  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  when  Caftelar  de¬ 
manded  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for 
that  day,  in  order  that  he  might 
confult  the  conftituted  authorities 
of  the  kingdom,  and  further  afeer- 
tain  the  difpofition  of  the  people. 
Before  this  reply  reached  the  French 
head  quarters,  the  enemy  had  bat¬ 
tered  a  breach  in  the  walls  of  the 
Retiro  and  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  the  palace,  which  is  fituated  on 
an  eminence,  with  the  daughter  of 
a  thoufand  Spaniards  who  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  maintain  it.  The 

French 
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French  fhortly  afterwards  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  obfervatory,  the  por¬ 
celain  manufactory,  and  the  grand 
barracks,  all  important  polls,  to¬ 
gether  with  feveral  other  places 
which  had  been  fortified.  Buona¬ 
parte  now  ordered  the  firing  to 
ceafe,  and  Berthier  fent  in  another 
fummons,  with  an  alfurance  that 
the  attack  fhould  be  fufpended  until 
two  at  noon,  to  give  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  in  the  city  time  for  de¬ 
liberation.  Whether  any  farther 
hollile  proceedings  occurred  does 
not  appear;  but  at  five  in  the  affi 
ternoon,  general  Morla,  who  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  military 
commiffior  >d  Don  Bernado  Y ri- 
arte  repaired  to  Berthier’s  tent. 
They  informed  him,  that  in  the 
opiniorrof  the  mod  intelligent  per- 
fons,  the  town  was  deditute  of  re- 
fources,  and  that  the  continuation 
of  the  defence  would  be  the  height 
of  madnef  ;  but  that  the  lower 
orders  of  dispeople,  and  the  pea- 
fants  colled  .  in  the  place,  wifhed 
to  defend  themfelves,  3nd  thought 
they  could  do  it  with  effeCt ;  and 
they  required  the  whole  day  of  the 
4th  to  perfuade  the  people  to  fur- 
render.  Berthier  immediately  in¬ 
troduced  Morla  and  Yriarte  to  the 
French  ruler,  who  thus  addrelfed 
them.  f‘  You  make  ufe  of  the 
name  of  the  people  to  no  purpofe  ; 
if  you  cannot  redore  tranquillity 
and  appeafe  their  minds,  it  is  be- 
caufe  you  have  yourfelves  excited 
them,  and  led  them  adray  by  pro¬ 
pagating  falfehoods.  Afiemble  the 
clergy,  the  heads  of  the  convents, 
the  alcades,  the  men  of  property 
and  influence;  and  let  the  town 
capitulate  by  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  or  it  {hall  ceafe  to  exid. 
He  then  added  fome  violent  lan¬ 
guage  to  Morla,  becaufe  the  ca- 
Vo-l,  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 
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pitulation  of  Baylen  had  been  vio¬ 
lated,  and  on  account  of  the  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  Dupont. 

“  Return,”  concluded  he,  “  at 
the  hour  which  I  have  mentioned, 
if  you  have  to  inform  me  that  the 

people  have  furrendered- - if  not, 

you  and  your  troops  {hail  be  put  t® 
the  fword.” 

Unwilling  to  be  implicated  in 
the  capitulation,  Cadelar  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  regular 
troops  retired  from  the  city  during 
the  night,  and  contrived  to  reach  * 
a  place  of  fafety ;  many  of  thofe 
who  had  diflinguilhed  themfelves 
by  a  defire  of  defending  the  city, 
alfo  eflefted  their  efcape.  At  the 
appointed  time  the  next  morning 
Morla  and  DonFernandode  Vera  at¬ 
tended  Berthier,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  of  a  capitulation  were 
agreed  to.  The  Catholic  Apofto- 
lic,  and  Roman  religion  was  to  be 
preferved,  without  any  other  being 
tolerated.  The  liberty,  fecurity 
of  the  lives,  and  property  of  the 
citizens,  and  other  perfons  refiding 
in  Madrid,  as  well  as  thofe  in  pub¬ 
lic  employments,  were  to  be  pro¬ 
tected  ;  and  the  lalt  were  to  retain 
their  fituations,  or  have  the  option 
of  retiring  from  the  court  of  Jofeph 
Buonaparte,  if  theychofe  to  do  fo# 
The  lives,  privileges,  and  property, 
of  the  fecular  and  regular  ecclefi- 
aftics  of  both  fexes,  together  with 
the  refpedt  due  to  the  churches,  in 
conformity  with  the  Spanifh  laws 
and  cuftoms,  and  the  lives  and  pr©- 
perty  of  all  military  officers,  were 
to  be  inviolable.  No  perfons  were 
to  be  liable  to  perfecution  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  political  opinions 
and  writings,  nor  were  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  public  capacity  tofuffer 
for  what  they  had  done  in  the  ex. 
ercife  of  their  offices,  neither  were 
Series.  [<S*j  the 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


266] 

the  people  to  be  molefted  for  the 
efforts  which  they  had  made  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves.  No  other  contri¬ 
butions  were  to  be  exadled  than 
fuch  as  were  ordinary,  till  the  king¬ 
dom  (hould  be  definitively  orga- 
nifed.  The  laws,  cuftoms,  and 
courts  of  juftice,  were  to  be  pre- 
ferved  according  to  their  exiting 
conftitution,  with  the  fameprovifo. 
The  generals  who  wifhed  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  capital  were  to  retain 
their  rank,  but  their  pay  was  to 
ceafe  on  the  final  fettlement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  realm  ;  and  the  gene- 
lals  who  defired  to  quit  the  city 
were  to  be  at  liberty  to  take  their 
departure.  The  Spanifh  troops 
were  to  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war,  and  leave  their  arms  and 
artillery  behind  them  ;  but  were 
to  be  confidered  prifoners  of  war, 
until  an  exchange  took  place,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  as  had  enlifled  within  the 
laft  four  months,  who  were  to  re¬ 
tire  to  their  habitations.  The 
peafants  having  laid  down  their 
arms  were  to  return  to  their  vil¬ 
lages.  No  French  troops  or  of¬ 
ficers  were  to  be  quartered  in  pri¬ 
vate  houfes,  monafleries  or  convents, 
on  condition  of  their  being  well 
lodged  in  barracks,  or  other  build¬ 
ings  fet  apart  for  their  reception, 
and  provided  with  proper  tents  if 
thofe  places  were  inefficient  to  hold 
them.  Madrid  was  then  formally 
furrendered  to  the  French  ;  all  the 
gates  and  military  polls  were  de¬ 
livered  up,  and  general  Belliard 
affumed  the  command  of  the  city  ; 
in  which  the  enemy  affirm  that  they 
found  120,000  mufkets  of  Englifh 
manufadlure. 

On  the  7  th  Buonaparte  pobliflu 
ed  a  proclamation  to  the  Spaniards. 
He  declared  that  they  had  been  mif¬ 
fed  by  perfidious  men  to  engage  in 


a  fenfelefs  flruggle.  Was  there  one 
amongtl  them  who,  after  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  refledlion  on  all  that  had 
paffied,  would  not  be  convinced 
that  the  nation  had  been  the  fport 
of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  who  took  delight  in  wit- 
neffing  the  effufion  of  Spanifh  and 
French  blood?  What  poffible  re¬ 
fill  t  could  ever  attend  the  fuccefs  of 
fome  campaigns  ?  An  endlefs  war 
upon  their  foil,  and  a  tedious  uncer¬ 
tainty  refpedling  the  fate  of  their 
properties  and  lives.  Within  the 
fpace  of  a  few  months,  they  had 
been  delivered  up  to  all  the  mife- 
ries  of  popular  faction.  The  de¬ 
feat  of  their  armies  had  been  the 
work  of  fome  marches  :  he  had 
entered  their  capital,  and  the  rights 
of  war  would  juflify  him  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  fignal  example,  by  walking 
away  in  blood  the  outrage  offered 
to  him  and  to  his  country  :  but  he 
had  liflened  to  the  didlates  of  cle¬ 
mency.  Some  men  the  authors  of 
their  calamities  fhould  be  punifhed. 
He  would  fpeedily  drive  from  the 
peninfula  the  Englifh  army,  which 
had  been  fent  to  Spain,  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  affifling  them,  but  of  in¬ 
spiring  them  with  falfe  confidence. 
He  had  declared  in  his  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  2d  of  June,  that  he 
wifhed  to  be  their  regenerator.  To 
the  rights  which  had  been  ceded  to 
him  by  the  princes  of  the  lafl  dy- 
nafly,  they  had  wifhed  that  he 
fhould  add  the  right  of  conqueft. 
That  fhould  not  make  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  his  defigns.  He  was  even 
prepared  to  praife  all  that  might 
be  generous  in  their  efforts :  he  was 
willing  to  admit  that  their  real  in- 
terefls  had  been  concealed  from 
them,  that  the  real  flate  of  things 
had  been  difguifed.  Their  deftiny 
was  in  their  own  hands.  “  Re- 
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je<?V  continued  he,  “  the  poifons 
which  the  Englifh  have  prepared 
for  you  :  let  your  king  be  allured 
of  your  affe&ion  and  your  confi¬ 
dence,  and  you  will  be  more  power¬ 
ful  and  more  happy  than  ever  you 
have  been.  All  that  obftru&ed 
your  profperity  and  your  grandeur 
I  have  deftroyed  ;  the  chains  which 
have  borne  down  the  people  I  have 
broken  ;  a  free  conftitution  gives 
you  a  limited  and  liberal,  inftead  of 
an  abfolute,  monarchy.  It  depends 
on  yourfelves  whether  this  conftitu¬ 
tion  (hall  continue  in  your  land. 
But  Ihould  all  my  efforts  prove 
fruitlefs,  and  fhould  you  not  merit 
my  confidence,  nothing  will  remain 
for  me  but  to  treat  your  country 
as  conquered  provinces,  and  to  efta- 
blilh  my  brother  on  fome  other 
throne.  I  lhall  then  place  on  my 
own  head  the  crown  of  Spain,  and 
caufe  it  to  be  refpefted  by  the 
guilty;  for  God  has  given  me  power 
and  inclination  to  furmount  all  dif¬ 
ficulties.  *' 

This  effufion  was  fucceeded  by  a 
number  of  imperial  decrees  on  vari¬ 
ous  fubje&s.  All  grants  of  por¬ 
tions  of  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
revenues  to  individuals,  which,  it 
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was  ftated,  had  introduced  great 
diforder  into  the  finances,  were  to 
be  difcontinued.  The  deteftable 
tribunal  of  the  inquifition  was  abo- 
lifhed.  Feudal  rights,  and  the  ju- 
rifdi&ion  of  feigniorial  courts  of 
juft  ice,  were  annulled,  the  legal 
authority  being  confined  to  the 
royal  courts.  The  number  of  con¬ 
vents  was  reduced  to  one-third. 
Moft  of  the  members  of  the  council 
of  Caftile  were  difplaced  and  de¬ 
clared  unworthy  of  being  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  a  free  nation  ;  but  thofe 
of  them  were  retained,  who  had 
been  cautious  enough  not  to  fign 
fuch  of  the  public  declarations  as 
had  been  offenfive  to  the  French 
ruler.  A  general  pardon  was 
granted  to  all  Spaniards  who  would 
profefs  allegiance  to  Jofeph  Buona¬ 
parte,  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  perfons,  who  were  prou 
fcribed  as  avowed  enemies  to  France 
and  Spain  :  the  prince  of  Caftel- 
franco,  the  dukes  of  Infantado,  Me¬ 
dina  Celi,  Hijar,  and  Offuna,  the 
marquis  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  counts 
of  Altamira  and  Fernan  Nunes, 
the  bifhop  of  Santander,  and  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos. 
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Particulars  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Anfon 
Frigate, 

rT^HE  following  particulars  of 
A  the  melancholy  lofs  of  this 
fhip  are  given,  chiefly  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  officers  who  were 
faved  : — The  Anfon  failed  from 
Falmouth  on  Chriftmas-eve  for  her 
ftation  off  the  Black  Rocks,  as  one 
of  the  look-out  frigates  of  the 
Channel  fleet.  In  the  violent 
ftorm  of  Monday,  blowing  about 
W.  to  S.  W.  (he  flood  acrofs  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel,  towards 
Scilly,  made  the  Land’s  End,  which 
they  miftook  for  ihe  Lizard,  and 
bore  up,  as  they  thought,  for  Fal¬ 
mouth.  Still  doubtful,  however, 
in  the  evening  of  Monday,  Cap- 
rain  Lydiard  flood  off  again  to  the 
fouthward ;  when  a  confutation 
being  held,  it  was  once  more  re- 
folved  to  bear  up  for  Falmouth. 
Running  eaftward  and  northward, 
(bill  under  the  fatal  perfuaflon 
that  the  Lizard  was  on  the  north- 
weft  of  them,  they  did  not  difeover 
the  miftake  till  the  man  on  the 
look-out  a-head,  called  out 
i(  breakers.”  The  fhip  was  in- 
ftantaneoufly  broached  to,  and  the 

Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Se 


beft  bower  let  go,  which  happily 
brought  her  up  ;  but,  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  cable  had  veered 
out  made  it  impoffible  to  ferve  it, 
and  it  foon  parted  in  the  hawfe- 
hole.  The  (beet  anchor  was  then 
let  go,  which  alfo  brought  up  the 
fhip  ;  but  after  riding  end  on  for 
a  fhort  time,  this  cable  parted  from 
the  fame  caufe,  about  eight  in  the 
morning,  and  the  fhip  went  plump 
on  fhore,  upon  the  ridge  of  fand 
which  feparates  the  Loc-pool  from 
the  Bay.  Never  did  the  fea  run 
more  tremendoufly  high.  It  broke 
over  the  (hip's  mafts,  which  foon 
went  by  the  board  ;  the  main -mall 
forming  a  floating  raft  from  the 
fhip  to  the  fhore  ;  and  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  who  efcaped,  paffed 
by  this  medium.  One  of  the  men 
faved,  reports,  that  Captain  Lydi¬ 
ard  was  near  him  on  the  main- 
maft  ;  but  he  feemed  to  have  loft 
the  ufeofhis  faculties,  with  horror 
of  the  feene,  and  foon  difappeared. 
We  have  not  loom  to  go  further 
into  particulars,  nor  language  that 
will  convey  an  adequate  picture  of 
the  terrific  view  that  prefen  ted  it- 
felf ;  but  juftice  demands  that  we 
notice  the  conduft  of  a  worthy 
and  brave  man  on  the  prefent 
dreadful  occafion. 
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At  a  time  when  no  one  appeared 
en  the  ftiip’s  deck,  and  it  was  fup- 
pofed  the  work  of  death  had  ceafed, 
a  Methodift  preacher,  venturing 
his  life  through  the  furf,  got  on 
board,  over  the  wreck  of  the  main, 
niaft,  to  fee  if  any  more  remained 
— fome  honeft  hearts  followed  him. 
They  found  feveral  perfons  ftill  be¬ 
low,  who  could  not  get  up  ;  among 
whom  were  two  women  and  two 
children.  The  worthy  preacher 
and  his  party  faved  the  two  women 
and  fome  of  the  men,  but  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  irretrievably  loft.  About 
two  /.  m.  the  Ihip  went  to  pieces ; 
when  a  few  more  men,  who  for 
fome  crime  had  been  confined  in 
irons  below,  emerged  from  the 
wreck— one  of  thefe  was  faved. 
By  three  o’clock,  no  appearance  of 
the  veffel  remained.  She  was  an 
old  (hip  (a  64,  we  believe,  cut 
down)  which  accounts  for  her  beat- 
ing  to  pieces  fo  foon  on  a  fandy 
bottom. 

The  men  who  furvived,  were 
conveyed  to  Helfton,  about  two 
miles  diff ant,  where  they  were 
taken  care  of  by  the  magift rates, 
and  afterwards  fent  to  Falmouth 
in  charge  of  the  regulating  captain 
at  that  port.  We  are  aware  that 
general  report  has  Hated  the  number 
drowned  to  be  greater  than  it  really 
was  :  but  of  the  miffing,  we  un¬ 
derhand,  man}'  are  deferters,  who 
fcampered  off  as  foon  as  they 
reached  the  fhore.  Among  the 
officers  faved,  we  heard  of  the 
following  : — Capr.  Sullivan,  a  paf- 
fenger  ;  Meffrs.  Hill  and  Braily, 
midfhipmen  ;  Mr.  Rofs,  affiftant 
furgeon  ;  and  fome  others. 

The  Amount  of  the  Britifh  Navy 
up  to  the  3  ift  ult .  is  as  follows  :  — 
At  fea,  85  Chips  of  the  line  ;  9 
from  50  to  44  guns ;  1 21  frigates ; 


150  (loops,  kc.  and  139  gun-brigs 
and  other  veffeis  ;  total  524.-10 
port  and  fitting,  29  fhips  of  the 
line  :  6  from  50  to  44  guns  ;  46 
frigates ;  7  1  (loops,  kc.  ;  and  65 
gun-brigs  and  other  veffeis  ;  total 
217.  Guard  fhips,  hofpital  fhips, 
kc.  30  fhips  of  the  line,  5  from  50 
to  44  guns ;  1 1  frigates;  5  (loops, 
kc.  ;  and  3  gun-brigs,  and  other 
veffeis  ;  total  54.  Building,  47 
fhips  of  the  line,  18  frigates,  23 
(loops  kc.  ;  and  to  gun-brigs  and 
other  veffeis ;  total  98.  In  ordi¬ 
nary,  62  fhips  of  the  line,  9  from 
50  to  44  guns,  65  frigates,  50 
(loops,  kc.  and  21  gun-brigs  and 
other  veffeis  ;  total  207. — Grand 
total  1,100. 

Lately  was  {hot,  by  George 
Pringle,  at  Staingale,  near  Danby- 
Lodge,  (the  fporting  feat  of  the 
right  hon.  lord  vifcount  Downe) 
an  eagle  of  the  following  remark¬ 
able  dimenfions  :  its  breadth  be¬ 
tween  the  tip  of  the  wings  two 
yards  ten  inches,  the  length  from 
its  beak  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  38 
inches,  the  extreme  breadth  of  the 
tail  25  inches.  When  placed  in 
an  ereT  pofture,  its  height  two 
feet  feven  inches,  its  weight  16 
pounds  two  ounces ;  the  colour  a 
mixed  brown  and  white,  the  back 
almoft  nearly  white.  This  ex¬ 
traordinary  bird  has  been  put  into 
a  ftate  of  prefervation  by  Mr. 
Frank,  at  Danby-Lodge. 

The  Lanfdown  library 
of  manufcripts  has  been 
purchafed  by  parliament  for  the 
Britifh  Mufeum,  at  an  average  of 
the  valuation  made  by  three  par¬ 
ties,  being  4,92 $1.  Mr.  Planta, 
the  principal  librarian  of  the  Mu¬ 
feum,  eftimated  their  value  in  the 
following  manner  : 

Burleigh 
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Burleigh  and  Cecil  papers 

120  lots,  at  io /.  -  -  £ 1 200 

Sir  Julius  Casfar’s  papers, 

50  vols.  at  10/.  -  -  500 

Twenty-feven  volumes  of 
original  regifters  of  ab¬ 
beys,  at  10/,  -  -  270 

One  hundred  and  fifty  vo¬ 
lumes,  at  5/.  -  -  750 

Nine  hundred  and  eighty  - 

five  ditto,  at  2/.  -  -  1970 

Forty  numbers  of  royal  let¬ 
ters,  at  5/.  200 

Eight  volumes  of  Chinefe 

drawings,  at  10/.  -  80 
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Regulations  ?nade  by  the  Marquis 
Wellejley  concerning  the  publication 
§f  Newf papers  in  India,  viz. — 
1.  Every  printer  of  a  newfpaper 
to  print  his  name  at  the  bottom  of 
the  paper. — 2.  Every  editor  and 
proprietor  of  a  paper  to  deliver  in 
his  name  and  place  of  abode  to  the 
fecretary  to  government. — 3.  No 
paper  to  he  publifhed  on  a  Sunday. 

< — 4.  No  paper  to  be  publifhed  at 
all,  until  it  fhall  have  been  previ- 
oufly  infpeded  by  the  fecretary  to 
the  government,  or  by  a  perfon 
authorized  by  him  for  that  purpofe. 
—  5.  The  penalty  for  offending 
againft  any  of  the  above  regula¬ 
tions  to  be  immediate  embarkation 
for  Europe. 

Rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  to  Government  in  revijing 
the  Newf  papers. — To  prevent  the 
publication  of — I.  All  obfervations 
on  the  ftate  of'  public  credit,  or  the 
revenues,  or  the  finances  of  the 
company. — 2.  All  obfervations 
re  (pelting  the  embarkation  of 
troops,  ftores,  or  fpecie  ;  or  ref- 
peding  any  naval  or  military  pre¬ 
parations  whatever. —  3.  All  in¬ 
telligence  refpeding  the  deftina- 


tion  of  any  fhips,  or  the  expeda.4 
tion  of  any,  whether  belonging  to 
the  company  of  to  individuals. — 
4.  All  obfervations  with  refped 
to  the  condud  of  government,  or 
any  of  its  officers,  civilor  military, 
marine,  commercial,  and  judicial., 
— 5.  All  private  fcandal,  or  libels 
on  individuals. — 6.  All  ftatements 
with  regard  to  the  probability  of 
war  or  peace  between  the  company 
and  any  of  the  native  powers.— 7. 
All  obfervations  tending  to  con¬ 
vey  information  to  an  enemy,  or 
to  excite  alarm  or  commotion 
within  the  company’s  territories.— 
8.  The  republication  of  fuch  paf- 
fages  from  the  European  newfpa- 
pers  as  may  tend  to  affed  the  in® 
fluence  and  credit  of  the  Britifh  at 
peace  with  the  native  ftates. 

A  few  days  ago,  as 
James  Graham,  Efq.  of 
Borrock  Lodge,  was  proceeding  in 
his  carriage  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  York,  at  Rofe 
Caftle,  in  paffing  over  Hawkefdale 
bridge,  one  of  the  horfes,  being 
very  fpirited,  made  a  plunge  over 
the  battlements,  and  hung  fuf- 
pended  in  that  fituation  until,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  carriage  from 
being  dragged  over,  the  traces 
were  cut,  and  the  animal  precipi¬ 
tated  into  the  bed  of  the  river, 
and  killed  on  the  fpot. 

Statement  of  the  Quantity  of  Strong 
Beer  brewed  between  the  8/Z*  July, 

1807,  and  the  $ih  of  January , 

1808,  by  the  twelve  principal  Hou- 
fes  in  London : — Meux  79,723  ; 

Brown  and  Parry  65,666  ;  Bar¬ 
clay  61,053;  Whitbread  52,640; 
Hanbury  48,866  ;  Shum  24,374; 
T.  Calvert  22,049  i  Goodwin 
21,185;  Elliot  18,166;  Taylor 
1 5,537;  J.  Calvert  15,044;  Clowes 
H.33 o. 

* 


B  ft 


Marl. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


4  * 

«  Marlborough- ftreet. —  A 

'  9  woman,  of  the  name  of  Mar¬ 

tha  Davies,  was  charged  with  vio¬ 
lently  affaulting  Charles  Tettwell, 
a  youth  fifteen  years  of  age,  drag¬ 
ging  him  into  a  loathfome  dark 
room,  and  there,  with  dreadful 
menaces  and  violence,  robbing 
him.  The  youth  is  a  fervant  to 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  of  whom  his  matter  fpoke 
in  the  higheft  praife.  He  dated 
in  evidence,  that  he  had  been  fent 
with  feveral  meffages,  on  Wednef- 
day  evening,  to  different  parts  of 
the  town,  and  on  his  return  from 
the  laft  place,  he  had  called  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bedford-fquare  ;  he 
was  returning  home  through  Dyot- 
ttrcer,  St.  Giles’s,  when  he  per¬ 
ceived  the  prifoner  ftanding  at  the 
door  of  a  wretched  habitation, 
who  feized  him  by  the  arm,  anti 
dragged  him  through  a  paffage  into 
a  dark  room,  where  there  was  ano¬ 
ther  wretched  female.  Terrified 
at  the  fudden  deprivation  of  li¬ 
berty,  the  youth  attempted  to  ex¬ 
cite  alarm,  when  the  prifoner 
knocked  him  down,  and  with 
horrid  imprecations  threatened 
him  with  inftant  death  if  he  per¬ 
illed  in  making  any  refinance. 
The  boy  was  partly  ftripped  ;  his 
hat,  which  had  on  it  a  filver  band, 
was  taken  off  by  the  prifoner,  and 
concealed  under  a  bed  (lead,  and 
ihe  alfo,  together  with  her  aiToci- 
ate,  took  from  his  pockets  half-a- 
crown,  which  was  all  the  money 
he  had.  The  door  of  the  room 
was  at  length  thrown  open,  and 
she  youth  retired  with  his  hat, 
which  he  had  taken  from  under 
the  bedflead  ;  but  on  the  prifoner 
perceiving  that  he  had  got  his  hat, 
ike  followed  him,  and,  affifted  by  a 
third  perfon,  took  it  from  him. 


and  the  man  who  thus  affitted  took 
the  youth  up  in  his  arms,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  take  him  to  the  watch- 
houfe.  The  bGy  continued  to  re¬ 
fill,  and  fome  watchmen  interfered, 
when  the  man  efcaped,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  the  prifoner  was  fecured. 
She  was  fully  committed  for  trial, 
and  the  parties  were  bound  over  to 
profecute. — The  woman  was  after¬ 
wards  tried  and  convi&ed. 

A  Maniac . — A  man  of  g  ^ 
refpe&able  appearance  ob¬ 
tained  an  interview  with  the  horn 
Mr.  Villiers,  at  Windfor  park, 
and  applied  to  him  to  procure  him 
an  audience  with  the  king.  Hating 
that  he  had  feveral  plans  to  lay 
before  his  majefty,  and  to  expofe 
to  him  a  number  of  abufes.  Mr. 
Villiers  foon  difcovered  that  he 
was  deranged,  and  in  confequenee 
agreed  with  all  he  had  Laid,  pro- 
mifed  to  get  him  introduced  to  the 
king,  and  would  give  him  a  letter 
to  a  gentleman  at  Windfor,  who 
would  fettle  his  bufmefs.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Dowfett,  one  of  the  refident  police 
officers  at  Windfor,  defcribing  the 
condud  of  the  man,  and  his  opinion 
of  him  ;  the  man  took  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Dowfett,  who  informed  gene¬ 
rals  Fitzroy  and  Manningham, 
hi\  majelly’s  equerries,  who  di- 
re&ed  him  to  take  care  of  the  man, 
and  to  bring  him  to  London  on 
Tuefday  morning.  Mr.  Dowfett 
accordingly  made  preparations  for 
fetting  off  with  the  man  on  Tuef¬ 
day  morning  ;  but  when  the  time 
arrived,  he  difcovered  that  the 
man  had  neither  fhirt  nor  flockings 
to  wear,  having  contrived  to  fend 
them  to  be  walhed  without  his 
knowledge  ;  which  prevented  them 
from  leaving  Windfor  till  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  The  man  travelled  very 

quietly 
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quietly  with  Mr.  Dowfetr,  he  hav¬ 
ing  told  him  he  was  taking  him, 
by  command  of  the  king,  to  ma- 
giftrates  and  others,  who  would 
attend  to  every  thing  he  had  to  fay. 
He  at  length  confeffed  that  he  had 
broke  out  of  a  private  mad-houfeon 
Bethnal-green,  which  he  thought 
was  no  harm,  as  they  had  iil- 
treated  him  very  much,  and  if  it 
was  any  fm  he  was  very  forry  for 
it.  When  they  arrived  in  London, 
Mr.  Dowfett  took  him  to  the 
Brown  Bear  public-houfe,  and  gave 
him  into  the  care  of  two  men  ; 
when  he  was  provided  with  fome 
refrefhment  and  a  bed,  and  Mr. 
Dowfett  went  to  Mr.  Read  to  in¬ 
form  him  of  the  diredions  he  had 
received  from  his  majefty’s  equer¬ 
ries.  Early  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Read  difpatched  R.  Lim- 
berick  to  the  madhoufeon  Bethnal- 
green  to  make  enquiries  refpeding 
the  defcription  the  man  had  given 
ofhimfelf;  when  he  found  it  cor- 
red,  and  one  of  rhe  keepers  fet  off 
with  Limberick  to  the  Brown  Bear 
public-houfe,  Bow-llreet,  and  took 
the  man  back  with  him,  fecured  in 
a  firaight  waiftcoat.  During  his 
confinement  in  a  room  in  the  Brown 
Bear  public-houfe,  on  Wednefday 
morning,  he  broke  open  the  room 
door,  and  was  fighting  his  way  out 
of  the  cage  againft  two  men,  and 
would  have  made  his  efcape,  had 
not  Dowfett  come  up  to  their  a f- 
fi fiance,  who  was  obliged  to  ufe 
great  violence  in  order  to  fecure 
him. 

A  ftratum  of  fea-fhells 
among  which  were  many 
fifties  bones  and  unopened  oyfters, 
in  a  complete  ftate,  was  lately  found 
by  the  workmen  employed  in  finifh- 
ing  a  well  in  Fifher  row,  Reading. 
Befides  the  well  known  ftrata  found 


at  Katerfgrove  brick-kiln,  thefe 
antediluvian  relics  are  frequently 
found  under  fimilar  circumfiances0 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willi-  ^ 
ams,  now  living  at  Bren- 
ton  near  Taviltock  in  Devon,  is  in 
the  109th  year  of  her  age  ;  fhe  has 
almoft  a  new  fet  of  teeth.  About  30 
years  ago  fhe  had  recourfe  to  fpec- 
tacles,  but  at  prefent  makes  but  lit¬ 
tle  ufe  of  them,  as  fhe  can  read  the 
fmalleft  print  without  their  affift- 
ance.  She  has  two  fons  living,  the 
eldeft  83,  and  the  youngeft  is  only 
70  years  of  age,  but  remarkably 
firong  ;  he  belongs  to  a  carrier's 
warehoufe,  and  lately  took  a  cafe 
from  a  waggon  of  nearly  three 
cwr.,  and  carried  it  the  diftance  of 
300  yards. 

William  Chapman,  the  , 
c  t  •  ,  I Ith. 

captain  ot  a  Liverpool 

Have  fhip,  was  on  Monday  indided 

for  the  wilful  murder  of  Robert 

Dunn,  by  expofing  him  naked  to 

the  weather,  by  ftarving  him,  and 

by  repeated  ads  of  cruelty  and  ill- 

treatment. 

The  folicitor-general  opened  the 
cafe,  when  the  dodor  on  board  the 
fhip,  and  the  principal  evidence 
G.  Scott,  together  with  Richard 
Smith,  Henry  Nutfon,  John  Barrie, 
and  others  of  the  (hip’s  crew,  were 
called  to  corroborate  the  cafe  made 
out. 

The  deceafed  was  fent  out  by 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  fhip,  and 
it  appeared  that  the  captain  had 
taken  an  early  diflike  to  him,  from 
a  fufpicion  that  lie  was  placed  on 
board  as  a  fpy  on  the  condud  oi 
the  fh ip's  officers.  The  fhip  had 
not  left  Liverpool  more  than  a 
month  when  the  deceafed,  having 
fpilt  fome  molaffes,  received  five 
dozen  lafhes  by  the  captain’s  or¬ 
ders.  From  that  time,  September 

1807, 
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1807,  till  the  31ft  of  March  1808, 
the  deceafed  experienced  an  unin., 
terrupted  feries  of  ill  treatment 
and  privation.  Every  fault,  though 
of  the  moft  trivial  fort,  was  vifit-  . 
ed  with  the  fevereft  chaftifement. 
He  was  fufpended  hours  together 
with  a  chain  round  the  middle,  and 
left  fwinging  in  a  horizontal  pofi  » 
lion  ; — he  was  tied  up  by  the  neck, 
his  toes  juft  touching  the  deck,  till 
he  was  nearly  ftrangled;  he  was 
again  fufpended  by  the  legs,  with 
his  fingers’  ends  refting  upon  the 
hatchways,  till,  the  blood  having 
overcharged  the  veftels  of  the  head 
and  brain,  he  became  infenflble. 
Again  he  was  expofed  naked  to 
the  weather,  and  compelled,  in  the 
rmdft  of  a  cold  rain,  to  wring  out 
the  fwabs,  and  was  employed  to 
empty  the  tubs  in  which  the  Haves 
depofited  their  filth.  On  one  oc¬ 
casion,  when  he  had  upfet  one  of 
thefe  tubs  upon  the  deck,  the  captain 
beat  him  vrith  a  handfpike,  and 
bruifed  and  lacerated  his  body  in  a 
moft  pitiable  way  ;  the  blood  flowed 
from  his  head  and  covered  his 
Ihoulders.  He  likewife  had  his 
head  half  fhaved  and  painted,  his 
body  marked  with  colours,  and  fuf¬ 
pended  by  his  wrifts,  tied  at  the 
extreme  end  of  a  broomftick.  In 
this  way  he  fet  theflaves  upon  deck 
to  laugh  at  him.  His  daily  allow¬ 
ance  was  a  pound  of  yam  or  bread, 
and  three  half  pints  of  water,  and, 
ef  equrfe,  his  body  became  ema¬ 
ciated,  and  h;s  flefti  and  ftrength 
dwindled  away.  He  was  alfo 
beat  ov^r  the  face  and  eyes  with 
the  handle  of  a  cat,  and  thefe  vari¬ 
ous  afts  of  cruelty  and  ch^fiife- 
ment  repeated  almoft  daily.  The 
laft  aft  of  cruelty,  however,  was 
when  the  poor  wretch  was  difco- 
yered  lying  in  the  place  where  the 


pigs  were  kept.  He  again  ufed 
the  handfpike,  and  beat  him  with 
it  from  head  to  foot.  The  de- 
-ceafed  crawled  to  the  forecaftle, 
where  he  lay  with  a  mat  to  cover 
him,  incapable  of  moving.  He 
continued  in  that  fituation  till  he 
expired,  about  three  or  four  days 
after.  The  captain  was  told  of  his 
death,  and  exclaimed — “  D — n  his 
eyes,  throw  him  over-board/’  The 
doftor’s  defcription  of  the  dead 
body  was  as  follows : — “  The  face 
was  fo  fwelled  that'his  eyes  could 
not  be  feen — his  head  was  alfo 
fwelled,  and  his  hair  clotted  with 
blood — his  breaft-bone  ftuck  out 
like  a  wedge — his  back  appeared 
tobe  humped — his  belly  was  fhrunk 
in —his  wholeframe  wasemaciated, 
and  his  body  covered  with  bruifes.” 

On  the  arrival  of  the  fh  ip  at  the 
ifland  of  St.  Dominica,  the  doftor 
fwore  to  the  entry  in  the  log-book, 
refpefting  the  deceafe  of  Dunn,  in 
which  it  appeared  that  he  died  of 
extreme  nervous  debility  and  ex-? 
hauftion  :  but  this  was  qualified  by 
the  doftor  in  his  evidence,  by 
faying,  that  he  made  the  entry 
under  the  apprehenfion  that  his 
life  would  be  in  danger  if  he  did 
otherwife,  the  captain  having  pu- 
nifhed  him  in  the  way  of  a  com¬ 
mon  man,  for  having  in  his  abfence 
given  away  a  bottle  of  rum  to  a 
mate  who  had  newly  come  on 
board.  He  left  Dominica,  how-? 
ever,  in  about  a  fortnight  after¬ 
wards,  and  in  two  days  reached 
Montferrat,  where  he  made  a  dif- 
clofure  to  the  magi  ft  racy  of  the 
fafts  before  ftated,  and  he  gnd  the 
witneifes  were  fent  home  in  the 
Northumberland  to  give  evidence 
againft  the  prifqner.  The  captain 
jjli'o  was  fent  home  in  the  fame 
j  and  in  the  way  he  cor  re- 
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ponded  with  one  Evans,  a  marine 
on  board  the  Northumberland,  the 
letters  to  whom  were  given  to 
Smith,  and  by  him  fhown  to  the 
dodor  and  the  part  of  the  crew  de¬ 
tained  to  give  evidence.  Thefe 
letters  were  now  in  court,  and 
breathed  a  fpirit  of  contrition  on 
the  part  of  the  captain  for  his  ill- 
treatment  of  his  crew,  proraifes  to 
give  i col.  if  they  will  appear  on 
his  behalf  at  the  trial,  and  con- 
tradid  the  aflertions  of  the  dodor : 
tells  them  his  life  was  in  their 
hands,  and  they  mud  aflift  in  at¬ 
taining  his  liberty;  allures  them 
that  the  depofitions  taken  at  Mont- 
ferrat  were  all  deftrcyed,  and 
could  not  be  brought  againft  him: 
therefore  if  they  were  all  of  one 
mind,  and  would  falfify  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  evidence,  he  might  dill  have 
his  freedom.  He  concluded  fe 
veral  of  his  letters  by  hoping  to 
God  he  fhould  efcape  through 
their  means,  and  allured  the  men, 
if  they  behaved  generoully  to  him, 
he  would  never  forfake  them  nor 
their  intered. 

Dr.  Powell  and  Mr.  Ramfden 
were  called  in  behalf  of  the  pro- 
fecution,  and  dated,  that  if  the 
treatment  afcribed  to  the  captain 
was  true,  they  had  no  doubt  but  it 
would  occafion  death.  The  hang¬ 
ing  by  the  heels  was  fufficient  to 
have  produced  inftant  apoplexy. 

The  prifoner,  when  called  on  for 
his  defence,  gave  in  a  written  paper, 
dating,  th2t  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  a  turbulent  and  mutinous 
crew,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to 
have  recourfe  to  feverities  in  order 
to  maintain  his  command.  Smith, 
the  gunner,  after  difoheying  his 
orders,  faid,  he  had  the  key  of  the 
magazine,  and  would  blow  up  the 
fhip ;  and  on  another  occafion, 
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eleven  out  of  twenty-five  of  his 
crew  went  on  fhore.  In  ihort, 
that  the  whole  was  a  confpiracy  to 
take  away  his  life,  and  the  charge 
had  been  made  up  by  the  dodor 
out  of  revenge,  he,  the  priloner, 
having  punifhed  him  for  his  mif- 
condud.  With  refped  to  the  let¬ 
ters  hefent,  he  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  that  exoedient,  as  the 
only  probable  way  of  faving  his 
life,  as  he  found  the  whole  of  the 
crew  leagued  againft  him. 

The  prifoner’s  counfel  then  call¬ 
ed  captain  Bell,  captain  Duberley, 
and  the  purfer  of  a  veffel  called 
the  Challenge,  who  depofed  that 
they  heard  Scott  fay  to  the  crew, 
in  a  drinking-houfe  at  Montferrat, 
“  I’ll  make  him  repent  flogging 
me.  We  muft  all  be  of  one  mind, 
or  we  (hall  do  nothing.” 

Captain  Brown,  of  the  Eliza 
Have  fhip,  then  depofed  to  the  mu¬ 
tinous  ftate  of  the  crew  of  the  pri¬ 
foner’s  fhip  ;  and  captain  D’ Arcey, 
the  commander  of  a  Guineaman, 
gave  the  prifoner  a  good  charader 
for  humanity. 

Mr.  Juft  ice  Le  Blanc  fummed  up 
the  evidence,  and,  after  comment¬ 
ing  at  great  length,  faid  it  was  a 
queftion  purely  with  refped  to  the 
credibility  of  witneffes.  If  they 
believed  the  fads  depofed  on  the 
part  of  the  profeeution,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  amounted  to  murder  ;  but  if 
they  thought  the  fads. had  been 
been  made  up  of  pique,  rather  than 
of  public  juftice,  then  they  would 
take  the  improbability  of  the  cafe 
into  confideration,  and  fay,  whether, 
under  all  the  circumftances,  the 
prifoner  was  not  entitled  to  their 
acquittal. 

The  jury  withdrew  at  five  mi* 
nutes  after  nine  at  night,  and  did 
not  return  with  their  verdid  until 

ten 
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ten  minutes  after  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  they  pronounced  the 
prifoner  Not  Guilty. 

The  fhort  contents  of  two  other 
indictments,  the  one  charging  the 
prifoner  with  the  wilful  murder  of 
William  Anfon,  and  the  other 
charging  him  with  a  fimilar  crime 
upon  Henry  Johnfon,  on  board  the 
faid  fliip,  on  the  high  feas,  within 
the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  admiralty, 
were  read;  and  there  being  no 
other  evidence,  a  verdiCf  of  acquit¬ 
tal  was  pronounced  upon  each. 

,  A  covey  of  partridges, 

*  confining  of  13  birds, 
come  daily  to  the  door  of  Henry 
Wilfon,  efq.  at  St.  Helens,  near 
Lancafter,  to  be  fed ;  they  feed 
among  the  poultry,  and  are  fo 
tame,  that  they  will  even  pick  corn 
out  of  the  hands  of  any  of  the  do* 
mellics. 

At  Horftngton,  Somer- 
fet,  a  pitched  battle  was 
fought  between  Hazard  a  butcher, 
and  Stacy  a  fhoemaker,  two  noted 
bruifers.  The  combatants  entered 
a  large  ring,  attended  by  their  fe- 
conds  and  bottle-holders.  Tom 
Hazard,  .a  failor,  feconded  his  bro. 
ther,  and  Clarke  feconded  Stacy. 
The  copied  continued  with  little 
variation  till  the  £oth  round,  when 
Stacy  fprained  hts  wrift  fo  badly 
that  he  could  not  make  a  blow  with 
his  right  hand;  and,  after  nine 
more  fevere  rounds,  and  appearing 
very  weak,  he,  at  the  repeated  re- 
queft  of  the  gentlemen  prefenf, 
gave  in.  A  difpute  having  taken 
place  between  the  two  feconds,  a 
challenge  was  given  and  accepted  ; 
and  after  the  above  was  decided, 
they  fet  to,  when  another  fevere 
conteft  took  place.  After  32 
hard  fought  rounds  vi&ory  was  de¬ 
cided  in  favour  of  Hazard.  Thefe 


were  declared  by  amateurs  to  be 
two  of  the  hardeft  contefts  ever 
witnefied. 

Ann  Thompfon  was  in-  , 
ciiCted  for  the  wilful  mur-  * 

der  of  Jofeph  Walker,  by  {tabbing 
him  with  a  knife  in  the  fide,  on 
the  26th  of  December  laft. 

Mr.  Pooley  opened  the  cafe  for 
the  profecution,  and  ft  a  ted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fads The  deceafed  was  a 
failor  ofcolour,  who  cohabited  with 
the  prifoner  in  Dcnmark-ftreet, 
near  RatclifFe  Highway.  On  the 
day  of  the  accident  the  prifoner  and 
the  deceafed  had  been  quarrelling 
very  much,  and  in  the  evening  fhe 
fhut  him  out  of  doors.  He  at¬ 
tempted  feveral  times  to  gain  ad¬ 
mittance,  but  fhe  conftantly  refufed 
to  let  him  in,  At  length,  however, 
he  went  through  a  back  yard,  and, 
as  the  prifoner  faid,  got  in  at  a 
back  window.  What  then  puffed 
could  only  be  known  from  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  prifoner  herfelf.  She 
faid,  he  beat  her  very  violently, 
and  that  in  the  feuftie  lbe  unfortu¬ 
nately  wounded  him  with  the  knife. 

The  firft  perfons  who  faw  the 
accident,  were  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Murray,  and  a  failor,  call¬ 
ed  Matthew  Anthony  :  they  were 
alarmed  at  his  groans,  and  when 
they  entered  the  houfe,  they  found 
the  deceafed  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  the  prifoner  weeping  over  him  ; 
they  put  him  on  a  chair,  and  on 
examination  they  found  that  he 
had  been  wounded  near  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  belly,  and  the  inteftines 
were  partly  out  of  the  wound.  The 
prifoner  faid,  u  This  is  the  bloody 
knite,  and  this  the  bloody  hand 
which  did  it.”  Anthony  advifed 
her  to  fend  for  a  do&or,  and  to  fay 
that  he  came  home  drunk  and 
wounded  ;  but  fhe  would  not  fay 

otherwise 
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otherwife  than  (he  did  it  herfelf. 
She  a  iked  the  deceafed  to  forgive 
her,  and  he  fa  id,  “  I  freely  forgive 
you,  Nancy.”  The  deceafed  was 
carried  to  the  hofpital,  and  the 
prifoner  attended  him  with  great 
tendernefs  until  he  died.  Thefe 
facts  being  proved,  four  witneffes 
for  the  prifoner  proved  that  the 
deceafed,  on  the  night  ol  the  ac¬ 
cident,  was  fhut  out  of  the  prifon- 
er’s  houfe,  and  he  made  feveral 
ineffectual  attempts  to  gain  admif- 
fion,  fwearing  that  if  he  did  get  at 
her  he  would  do  for  her.  One 
witnefs  faw  him  go  rouud  an  alley, 
which  led  to  the  back  part  of  the 
houfe,  and  foon  afterwards  die 
heard  a  great  noife,  and  the  prifon¬ 
er  fcreaming  murder. — The  jury 
found  her  guilty  of  manflaughter. 

Laft  night  a  tremendous  gale  of 
wind  arofe  from  the  North-weft, 
accompanied  with  an  immenfe 
fwell  of  the  fea  and  a  fpring  tide, 
which  making  full  upon  the  town 
and  harbour  of  Margate,  not  only 
effe&ed  a  confiderable  breach  near 
the  head  of  the  pier,  and  ihook  the 
pier  to  its  foundation  from  end  to 
end,  carrying  the  outer  parapet 
nearly  the  whole  length  over  into 
the  harbour,  but  alfo  demolifhed 
the  jecty  or  defence  againlt  the  fea 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  High-ftreet, 
and  occafioned  feveral  fmall  vef- 
fels  then  lying  in  the  harbour  to 
break  from  their  moorings,  many 
of  which  were  totally  deftroyed. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  difaftrous 
circumftances  occurring  in  the 
harbour  to  feveral  ol  the  fmall 
craft  belonging  to  the  town,  yet,  in 
evidence  of  the  utility  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  four  velfels  of  upwards  of 
ioo  tons  burthen  each,  one  of  them 
of  the  burthen  of  194  tons,  and 
another  (inballaft)  pf  the  burthen 
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of  230  tons,  actually  came  into  the 
harbour  for  lhelter,  and  were  fafe- 
ly  moored  therein.  The  damage 
done  by  the  ftorm  to  the  pier  and 
harbour,  and  to  the  weft  fide  of 
the  High-ftreet  leading  to  the  pier 
and  harbour,  amount  to  thefum  of 
15,0001.  and  upwards,  excluftve  of 
the  very  heavy  Ioffes  fuftained  by 
individuals. —  The  ftore-houfes  om 
the  pier,  the  harbour-mafter’s  houfe, 
three  heaps  of  cannon-balls,  the 
fhort  cannon,  and  upwards  of  25 
feet  of  the  north  fide  of  the  pier, 
were  completely  wafhed  away. 
The  cellars  of  the  Foy-boat  public- 
houfe,  kept  by  Mr.  Stannard,  were 
filled  with  water,  in  confequence 
of  which  feven  butts  of  porter  burft, 
which  blew  up  the  whole  of  the 
flooring  of  the  tap-room,  bar,  and 
parlour,  befldes  conftderably  da¬ 
maging  the  houfe.  The  large 
fiihing-boats  in  the  harbour,  as 
well  as  the  Good  Intent  packet, 
wereftove  to  pieces.  Two  collier 
brigs  and  two  yawls  were  carried 
over  the  wall  on  the  Parade,  clofe 
under  the  windows  oi  the  hotel  : 
the  laft  are  mere  wrecks,  and  the 
brigs  have  received  confiderable 
damage.  The  water  overflowed 
King-ftreet,  as  high  as  the  Foun¬ 
tain-inn.  An  anchor,  weighing 
upwards  of  :6  cvvt.  lying  on  the 
Pier- walk,  was  wafhed  behind  the 
king’s  warehoufe.  A  little  before 
twelve  o’clock,  that  part  of  the 
High-ftreet  leading  to  Mr.  Ho¬ 
bart’s  bathing-rooms,  to  the  King’s 
Head-inn,  including  Garner’s  li¬ 
brary  and  dwelling-houfe,  gave 
way  with  a  molt  tremendous  crufh, 
and  was  inftantly  wafhed  out  to  fea. 
The  back  part  of  the  King’s  Head 
inn,  kept  by  Mrs.  Cricket,  was 
blown  up  by  the  force  of  the  waves. 
The  ground  under  the  houfes  in 

Hazardous- 
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Hazardous-row,  to  the  depth  of 
nearly  20  feet,  is  waftied  away. 
The  fea  has  forced  its  paffage 
tip  the  valley  as  far  as  Shotten 
Dean,  being  nearly  one  mile  in 
length.  The  fhock  was  fo  fudden 
and  unexpected,  that  numbers  of 
women  were  carried  by  men  out  of 
their  houfes,  or  they  muft  inevi¬ 
tably  have  perilled.  The  new  road 
to  Dandelion  has  been  nearly  de¬ 
ft  royed.  The  houfes  of  Mr.  Of- 
borne  and  Mr.  I  lurft,  in  the  High- 
ftreet,  are  expedted  to  fall,  as  the 
earth  up  to  the  very  threfhold  of 
their  doors  is  carried  away.  The 
cliffs  on  the  weft  fide  of  Margate 
loft  more  ground  on  that  night 
than  they  have  ever  been  known  to 
do  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  years. 
The  confternation  and  mifery  of 
the  inhabitants  beggar  all  defcrip- 
tion.  A  petition  was  prel'ented  to 
parliament  for  relief  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  pier. 

Deal,  Yefterday,  the  wind  hav¬ 
ing  fhifted  fuddenly  from  about 
S.  S  W.  to  N.W.  it  began  to  blow 
violently  ;  and,  during  the  night, 
increafed  to  a  perfect  hurricane. 
The  morning  light  p  efented  a 
moft  diftrefling  fpedacle.  Ships 
parting  from  their  anchors,  others 
drifting  ;  fome  with  the  lofs  of 
topmalls  and  bowfprits,  and  fome 
ftanding  out  of  the  Downs  without 
either  anchor  or  cable  left ;  but 
providentially  none  have  drove  on 
fhore  ;  nor  have  we  yet  heard  that 
any  have  been  loft.  This  day  the 
wind  continued  with  increafed  vio¬ 
lence,  and  brought  in  a  moft  tre¬ 
mendous  fea,  which  at  one  time 
even  threatened  the  deftruftion  of 
the  town.  The  foundations  of  a 
great  number  of  houfes  next  the 
fea  have  been  undermined,  ftore- 
houfes  have  been  fwept  away  with 


their  contents,  and  the  ground  tier 
of  the  dwelling-houfes  filled  with 
water.  The  fea,  during  the  tem- 
peft,  made  a  confiderable  breach 
between  Sandown  caftle  and  the 
battery  No.  1,  which  has  inundated 
the  chambers,  and  forced  fuch  a 
torrent  of  water  into  the  lower 
ftreets  of  Deal,  that  the  cellars 
have  been  completely  filled,  and 
property  to  a  large  amount  totally 
deft  royed.  In  a  row  of  houfes 
adjoining  to  Alfred-fquare,  the 
torrent  was  fo  deep  that  boats  were 
obliged  to  be  got  down,  and  the 
miferable  inhabitants  taken  out  of 
their  houfes  from  the  chamber- 
windows,  Several  quays  in  the 
Beach-ftreet,  which  had  braved  the 
fury  of  the  elements  for  a  feries  of 
years,  have  been  totally  deftroyed, 
and  the  timber  wafhed  out  to  fea. 

At  Dover,  the  Beaufoy  victual¬ 
ling  hoy  funk  at  the  pier-head. 
Three  other  veffels  are  alfo  funk, 
and  many  others  lying-to  in  the 
Roads,  without  anchors  or  cables. 
The  north  pier-head,  the  harbour, 
and  different  parts  of  the  town 
near  the  beach,  are  much  da¬ 
maged. 

At  Yarmouth,  the  gale  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  very  heavy  fall 
of  fnow  ;  but  no  particular  damage 
was  done  to  the  town,  though  the 
jetty  and  piers  were  much  injured. 
The  Calliope,  which  was  building 
at  Winterton  beach,  was  entirely 
dafhed  to  pieces  ;  and  two  other 
fhips  (belonging  to  Leith)  were 
driven  on  fhore,  and  the  reft  put 
out  to  fea. 

Whitftable.  (Extrad  of  a  letter.) 

((  I  am  forry  to  inform  you  of 
the  diftrefs  of  this  place  (though  all 
along  the  coaft  we  are  fearful  it  is 
the  fame)  :  the  fea  has  laid  us  in 
ruins,  Laft  night,  women  and 

children 


CHRONICLE.  *  1 1 


children  were  taken  from  their 
beds,  in  fkiffs,  out  of  the  windows, 
and  fmall  veflels  which  catch  the 
oyfters  were  driven  on  fhore.  The 
coal  yards,  which  contained  fome 
chaldrons  of  coals,  are  entirely 
wafhed  away ;  not  a  fmall  coal 
left  to  be  feen.  The  dill  refs  here 
is  impoflible  to  be  defcribed. 
Hearne  Bay  coal-wharfs  are  quite 
gone  to  fea  with  the  coals,  &c,  ; 
and  brigs  are  on  fhore  with  their 
hands  in  the  greateft  dillrefs.  The 
lofs  at  Whitftable  rr.uft  be  5  or 
6000I.  Our  wall  has  given  way, 
which  kept  the  fea  from  us,  and 
this  inftant  we  expe<ft  much  more 
damage.  (Friday,  one  o’clock). 
The  tide  will  be  high  water  at  two: 
therefore,  God  knows  the  damage 
we  may  receive  !  What  with  the 
houfes  on  the  beach,  the  boats,  and 
fmall  craft,  the  wrecks  are  truly 
diftrefiing.  We  know  of  no  lives 
at  prefent  being  loft.  The  wind 
is  juft  the  fame,  N.N.E.  ;  blows 
hard.  The  carpenters’  yards,  with 
timbers,  are  wafhed  away.  Horfes 
in  the  farm- yards  at  Swalecliffe, 
and  in  their  ftables,  were  up  to 
their  necks  in  water.  Some  were 
faved  at  Mr.  Tafiell’s,  Swale¬ 
cliffe  Court  Farm.  Pigs,  &c.  were 
the  fame/’ 

Confiderable  damage  has  been 
done  to  the  quays,  &c.  at  Harwich, 
by  the  very  high  tide  laft  night  and 
this  morning;  thehigheft  that  was 
ever  remembered  by  the  oldeft  in¬ 
habitant. 

A  fwift-footed  hero,  of  the  name 
of  Harding,  groom  to  a  gentleman, 
undertook,  for  a  wager  of  20 
guineas,  to  go  from  Hounftow  to 
Slough,  and  back  to  Smaliberry- 
green,  a  diftance  of  24  miles  in 
three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  He 
W-nt  fQiqething  more  th^n  ieven 


miles  the  firfl  hour,  and  the  fecond 
hour  he  went  feven  miles  and  a 
quarter  on  the  heavieft  ground. 
Over  this  ground  he  had  to  return, 
and  he  did  fix  miles  and  a  quarter 
in  the  third  hour.  He  had  three 
miles  and  a  quarter  to  do  in  forty 
minutes,  and  he  performed  it  with 
eafe  in  inclement  weather. 

A  fhocking  murder  was  ^ 
perpetrated  this  night,  at  ' 
a  place  called  Newton  Bottom,  in 
the  New  Foreft,  on  Margaret 
Havard,  a  fine  young  girl,  the 
daughter  of  a  little  farmer,  by  a 
fellow  of  the  name  of  Ifaac  Buz¬ 
zard,  a  pig-dealer.  The  fellow 
had  been  admitted  as  a  fuitor  to 
the  farmer’s  daughter,  and  after  a 
fhort  acquaintance  fhe  proved  preg¬ 
nant.  It  was  propofed  by  Buz¬ 
zard  that  fhe  fhould  accompany 
him  to  a  merry-making  about  two 
miles  from  her  houfe,  on  Tuefday 
night,  to  which  fhe  confented  ; 
but  the  poor  girl  never  returned  ; 
the  alfaflin  {tabbed  her  in  feveral 
places.  She  was  found  dead  on  the 
enfuing  morning.  The  monfter 
was  taken  on  Thurfday,  working 
on  a  navigation  cut,  thirty  miles 
from  Newton  Bottom,  after  a  ftout 
refiftance,  and  he  confefted  the 
horrid  crime. 

Several  perfons  applied 
to  Alderman  Smith,  the 
fitting  magiftrate  at  Guildhall,  to 
know  how  to  act,  as  the  lawful 
copper  coin  of  the  kingdom  had 
been  refufed.  They  produced  half¬ 
pence  of  George  the  ift,  2d,  and 
,  3d,  from  the  mint,  which  had  been 
rejected  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  the  new  coinage.  The 
city  folicitor  declared  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  (i  that  perfons  refuting  to 
take  the  lawful  coin  of  his  Majef- 
as  fpecihed  in  his  proclamation, 

were 
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were  liable  to  an  information,  and, 
of  courfe,  would  be  proceeded 
againft  by  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Mint.” 

A  beautiful  fpecimen  of  virgin 
gold  was  lately  found  in  a  tin 
ftream  in  Cornwall.  It  is  about 
the  length  and  thicknefs  of  a  lady’s 
little  linger,  though  lefs  regularly 
formed,  and  weighs  above  two 
ounces.  Its  intrinfic  value  is  nine 
guineas  ;  bur,  as  a  fpecimen,  it  is 
invaluable;  for  though  gold  has 
been  frequently  found  in  the  ftream 
works,  and  that  in  larger  quanti¬ 
ties  than  is  generally  known,  this 
is  urtqueftionably  the  largeft  and 
moll  beautiful  fpecimen  ever  lound 
in  Cornwall. 

o  t  This  morning  the  brig 
2  tn*  Catherine,  of  iii  tons  fet 
fail  from  Spithead,  having  on  board 
only  the  owner,  his  fon,  and  two 
men.  About  5  p.  m.  a  large  lug¬ 
ger  was  difcovered,  which  made 

O  7 

towards  the  brig,  which  was  then 
off  the  Owers,  and  boarded  and 
took  poffeftion  of  her  ;  Ihe  carried 
18  guns  and  100  men  ;  when  fhe 
had  taken  the  owner  and  his  fon 
from  the  brig,  fhe  put  four  men  on 
board,  (two  French,  a  Dane,  and 
a  perfon  whom  they  fear  is  an 
Englifhman)  and  then  lefc  her. 
The  captors  were  now  fleering  for 
a  French  port,  when,  after  having 
kept  polleftion  for  about  three 
hours,  the  prize-mafter,  a  French¬ 
man,  went  below,  and  the  two 
Eriglifh  feamen,  who  had  been  left 
on  board,  agreed  to  attempt  a  re¬ 
capture.  They  accordingly  at¬ 
tacked  the  remaining  three.  W. 
Francis  began  by  flriking  with  a 
cutlafs  at  the  man  at  the  helm,  who 
returned  it  with  a  bayonet,  and 


was  ftabbed  in  the  breafl,  and 
thrown  overboard.  Francis  then 
engaged  a  Frenchman,  and  was 
himfelf  knocked  down,  but  being 

9  O 

relieved  by  his  meflmate,  J.  Thom- 
fon,  who  had  hitherto  flood  centry 
over  the  prize- mailer  and  a  Dane 
who  had  efcaped  below,  the 
Frenchman  <(  fcudded,”  as  Francis 
terms  it,  down  below,  and  hid 
himfeil  in  the  forecaflle,  and  never 
again  exhibited  his  laurels  till 
nine  this  morning.  The  man, 
fuppofed  to  be  an  Englilhman,  who 
had  been  thrown  overboard,  hav¬ 
ing  got  on  board  again,  attempted 
to  renew  the  conteft,  but  with  the 
lofs  of  blood,  fell  down  tnotionlefs. 
It  was  now  about  ten  o’clock,  ami 
the  two  Britons,  having  entirely 
fubdued  their  four  opponents,  took 
the  wounded  man  below,  and  co¬ 
vered  him  up  with  a  blanket,  or¬ 
dered  twool  their  prifoners  below, 
and  kept  one  on  deck,  to  affifl  them 
in  working  the  (hip,  which  they’ 
brought  fafe  into  Dover  harbour 
at  ten  next  morning. 

This  morning  the  trial  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Whitelocke,  before  a  court 
martial,  con  kiting  of  25  members, 
commenced  at  Chelfea  College. 
Sir  W.  Meadows,  prefident.  Ge¬ 
nerals  Garth,  Norton,  Lake,  Mon- 
fon,  Moore,  Nugent,  Hulfe,  Dun- 
das,  Pigot,  Clanricard,  Cuyler, 
Ogilvy,  Fox,  Sir  E.  Duffe,  Har¬ 
ris,  Manners,  Welford,  Garth, 
Stavely,  and  Sir  C.  Rofs  *. 

Several  houfes  in  Princc’s- 
ftreet,  Prince’s-court,  and 
Angel-court,  Weftminfter,  were 
destroyed  by  a  fire,  which  was  dif¬ 
covered  in  a  delerted  houfe.  No 
lives  were  loft  ;  but  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  had  both  her  legs  broken. 

O 


*  For  the  charges  and  refult  of  the  trial,  fee  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  1807,  p  — 197. 

Died, 
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Died. — 3d.  At  Ballywalter, 
Ireland,  aged  98,  Mr.  Hercules 
M'Dowal,  who  lived  to  fee  31 
grand  children,  and  5  1  great  grand 
children. 

23d.  Mr.  Robert  Freebairn, 
an  eminent  landfcape  painter. 


FEBRUARY. 

^  j  life  ape  from  a  Tiger. — A 

bhurr  laden  with  water  for  the 
Caftle  Eden,  Indiaman,  having, 
through  the  mifmanagement  of  her 
people,  got  on  ground  on  Saugur 
Ifland,  Mr.  Tyrer  went  with  a 
boat's  crew  to  endeavour  to  get  her 
off ;  and  for  the  $ake  of  the  walk 
leaped  on  fhore,  whilft  his  boat 
pulled  toward  the  bhurr,  and  in¬ 
clining  a  little  way  from  the  beach 
he  unluckily  came  upon  the  haunt 
of  a  large  royal  tiger,  which,  by 
the  node  he  made,  fortunately  gave 
Mr.  Tyrer  warning  of  the  danger 
in  which  he  flood.  On  feeing-  the 
ferocious  animal  Mr.  Tyrer  fprang 
towards  and  rnflied  into  the  water, 
and  the  tiger  plunged  in  after  him 
in  all  the  eagernefs  of  purfuit.  Mr. 
Tyrer,  though  an  excellent  fwim- 
mer,.  foon  obferved  his  adverfary 
to  gain  upon  him,  when,  with  an 
admirable  prefence  of  mind,  which 
ultimately  faved  him  from  the 
fangs  of  the  monfter,  he  dived  be¬ 
neath  the  water,  and  continued 
there  as  long  aa  poliiblc.  On  raif- 
ing  his  head  above  the  furface,  he 
had  the  pleafure  to  behold  his  anta¬ 
gonist  fwimming  leifurely  back  to 
land.  Fie  afterwards  gained  the 
fhip’s  boat  in  fafety  ;  owing  his 
efcape  to  a  quick  and  fortunate de- 
cifton  in  a  circumftance  of  great 
preflure  and  peril. 

1 


Datitzic.  In  the  night  between 
the  1  ft  and  2d  inft.  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  tanneries  of  the  old  town, 
which  raged  with  fuch  fury,  that, 
notwithftanding  all  the  afiiftanee 
that  could  be  given,  it  continued 
burning  for  24  hours.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  2d,  another  con¬ 
flagration,  which  threatened  to  be 
ft  ill  more  dangerous  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  broke  out  in  a  large  maga¬ 
zine,  which  had  been  made  into  a 
barrack  ;  but  the  effe&ual  exertions 
that  were  made  to  extinguifh  if, 
efpecially  by  the  French  troops, 
foon  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames.  The  city  prefents  a  feene 
of defolation.  Morethan  ioobuild- 
ings  are  reduced  to  afhes.  The 
fteeple  of  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  has  fallen  down,  and  many 
perfons  have  been  maimed,  and 
even  loft  their  lives  on  this  difaf- 
trous  occafion. 

It  is  with  concern  we  ftate, 


that  in  confequence  of  the  lofs 


3&‘ 


of  the  Rambler,  belonging  to  Leith, 
no  lefs  than  150  emigrants,  who 
embarked  at  Thurfo,  weredrowned 
in  her  off  the  American  coaft.  From 
whence  thole  emigrants  came,  is 
uncertain  ;  but  it  is  faid  many 
fmall  tenants  have  been  removed, 
and  their  little  farms  let  to  fbeep 
farmers,  in  the  parifhes  of  Fare, 
Lairgs  Creech,  and  Rogart,  in  the 
county  of  Sutherland.  The  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
illand  is  at  all  times  a  fubjeft  of 
regret,  and  the  annals  of  our  coun¬ 
try  cannot  point  out  a  period  when 
the  emigration  of  the  Highlanders 
would  have  been  more  regretted 
than  the  prefent,  when  recruits  for 
our  ftandin£  army  and  militia  are 
fo  hard  to  be  found.  From  thirty 
to  forty  guineas,  is,  we  underftand, 

the 
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the  common  bounty  paid  in  Scot¬ 
land  for  fubftitutes,  and  in  moft  of 
the  counties  in  the  kingdom. 

,  A  fire  broke  out  about  fix 
^  *  in  the  morning  in  Caftle-ftreet, 
Leicefter- fields,  at  MifsPickman’s, 
who  kept  a  lace-(hop,  which  raged 
with  fuch  ungovernable  fury,  that 
in  about  two  hours  three  large 
houfes  were  completely  burned  to 
the  ground,  and  three  houfes  ad¬ 
joining  fo  much  damaged  as  to  be 
rendered  uninhabitable.  When  the 
fire  broke  out,  the  inhabitants,  be¬ 
ing  fall  afieep,  did  not  hear  the 
knocking,  which  was  repeated  for 
fome  time  at  the  door.  At  length 
a  pannel  was  burft  in,  and  it  was 
feen  that  the  counter  and  (helves 
behind  it  were  all  in  a  blaze.  The 
admiflion  of  air  fanned  the  flame, 
and  every  part  of  the  houfe  was 
quickly  on  fire.  There  was  but  a 
lath  and  plafter  wall  between  that 
and  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Blewett, 
who  kept  a  cook’s  (hop next  door; 
and  the  two  houfes  in  a  (hort  time 
exhibited  but  one  body  of  fire  in 
the  lower  part  of  both.  Mifs 
Pickman,  her  fervant,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  lodged  in  the  houfe, 
and  the  niece  of  Mifs  Pickman, 
a  fine  young  girl,  who  a<fted 
as  (hop-woman  to  the  aunt,  were 
awakened,  but  had  no  time  either 
to  fave  any  of  the  property  or  to 
drefs  themfelves.  The  lady  of 
the  houfe  went  out  of  the  one- 
pair-of-ftairs  window  on  the  leads 
over  the  (hop.  By  her  hefitation 
as  to  which  way  (he  (hould  turn. 


the  gentleman  who  followed  had 
time  to  recolledt  that  he  had  for¬ 
got  a  little  box,  which  contained 
fome  thing  valuable  ;  he  returned 
to  his  apartments,  and  brought  it 
out.  The  fervant-maid  then  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  (he  lowered  herfelf  down 
by  a  lamp-iron  into  the  ftreet  un¬ 
hurt,  while  Mifs  Pickman  and  her 
lodger  got  into  the  window  of  Mr. 
Ball,  the  mufic-feller.  The  (hop- 
woman,  Mifs  Pickman’s  niece,  ran, 
as  in  a  bewildered  (late,  up  to  the 
three-pair-of-ftairs  floor.  The 
neighbours  on  the  oppofite  fide 
called  to  her  to  go  down  to  the 
firft  floor,  and  to  get  out  on  the 
leads :  (he  appeared  to  have  been 
momentarily  deprived  of  her  rea. 
fon,  and,  when  fome  ftupid  people 
in  the  ftreet,  without  taking  the 
precaution  of  holding  a  blanket  or 
any  thing  to  receive  her,  tokl  her 
to  jump  out,  or  (he  would  be 
burnt,  (he  did  fo,  and  was  literally 
daftied  to  pieces.  Mrs.  Blewett, 
of  the  next  houfe,  with  her  infant, 
were  for  fome  time  milled  ;  but  it 
was  afterwards  found  th  "!  they 
efcaped  fafely,  through  a  do*-  .ant- 
window,  over  the  top  of  the  noufe, 
into  another  that  was  not  on  fire*. 

Wiltjhire . — A  norvument  f  has 
lately  been  eredfed  in  Donhead 
church,  by  the  widow  of  the  late 
Captain  Cooke,  one  of  the  heroes 
of  Trafalgar,  to  the  memory  of  that 
gallant  officer.  The  following  in- 
fcription  engraven  upon  it  is  from 
the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowles ; 


“  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  John  Cooke,  Efq. 

Late  Captain  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  the  Bellerophon  ; 
Who,  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  on  the  21ft  of  October,  1805, 
Having  evinced  confummate  (kill  and  bravery  fell, 
At  a  moment,  glorious  indeed  to  his  country. 


But 
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But  marked  by  the  individual  tears  of  all  who  knew  him. 

His  inconfolable  widow-  places  this  tablet 
To  record  his  virtues  and  his  fate, 

Near  the  fpot  of  his  favourite  retirement,  to  which 
(Having  left  it  at  the  call  of  his  country) 

He  returned  no  more  ! 


((  Be  merciful  to  her,  O  God,  who  bends, 

And  mourns  the  bed  of  hufbands,  fathers,  friends ! 
Oh  when  (he  wakes  at  midnight  but  to  died 
Frefh  tears  of  anguifh  on  her  lonely  bed. 
Thinking  on  him  who  is  not ,  then  redrain 
Her  bitter  thoughts,  and  her  fad  heart  fudain® 
Father  of  mercies !  fhe  remembers  dill 
Thy  chadening  hand,  and  to  thy  fovereign  will 
Bows  filent,  but  not  hopelefs,  while  her  eye 
She  raifes  to  a  bright  futurity  ; 

Affur’d,  in  better  worlds  Thou  wilt  redore 
That  happinefs  fhe  here  can  know  no  more  !** 


Dr.  Antlerfon  has  difcovered  that 
the  Kew  Nopal,  which  is  fo  far  an 
air  plant  as  to  preferve  life,  and  ca¬ 
pacity  of  vegetation  for  months  af¬ 
ter  an  entire  removal  from  the 
earth,  has  peculiar  qualities  for  the 
prevention  of  fcorvy  in  feamen. 
The  tade  of  the  plant  is  faid  to  re- 
femble  the  forrel.  It  has  been  ufed 
on  board  feveral  of  his  Majedy’s 
fhi/'s  in  the  Indian  feas,  with  very 
goc  *  effeft  both  in  a  crude  and 
boiled  date. 

i  An  inquifition  was  taken  at 
'  *  St.  George’s  hofpital  on  the 

body  of  Mary  Carpmeal,  who 
drowned  herfelf  in  the  Serpentine 
river,  on  the  preceding  day.  The 
deceafed,  a  fine  young  woman,  18 
years  of  age,  was  the  niece  of  the 
late  Mr.  Carpmeal,  of  Bow-dreet 
police  office,  and  her  father  recently 
kept  the  Coach  and  Horfes  in 
Mount-dreet.  It  ap;  eared  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  deceafed  was  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  Park  with  her  fider  and 
others,  whom  fhe  had  gone  that 
afternoon  to  vifit,  and  on  a  fudden 
die  ran  away  from  her  companions 


and  in  their  fight  threw  herfelf  into 
the  river.  A  gentleman’s  fervant 
who  was  on  the  fpot,  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  could  not  fwim,  tied  three 
handkerchiefs  together  to  fave  her, 
which  fhe  attempted  to  feize  hold 
of,  but  at  length  funk.  A  man  of 
colour  plunged  into  the  water  foon 
after,  and  he  fucceeded  in  getting 
the  body  to  the  fhore,  but  every 
means  to  redore  animation  proved 
unfuccefsful.  It  was  dated  that  a 
love  attachment  had  deprived  the 
deceafed  of  her  fenfes.  Verdift — > 
Lunacy . 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
the  printing-office  of  Mr.  Nichols, 
in  Red  Lion  Paffage,  Fleet-dreet. 
There  is  no  certainty  as  to  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  originated,  more 
than  that  it  is  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  begun  from  a  fnuff  of  candle 
having  been  dropped  in  the  ware- 
room.  The  whole  of  that  very 
extenfive  concern  is  confumed,  and 
valuable  works  that  have  been  ac¬ 
cumulating  for  many  years  have 
been  entirely  lod.  Meffrs.  Ni¬ 
chols  and  Son  were  infured  to  the 

amount 
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amount  of  l2,oool.  but  that  fum  is 
by  no  means  equal  to  cover  their 
lofs.  There  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumllance  related,  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  a  fervant  eirl  was  in  the 
kitchen,  almoft  fufFocated  with  the 
fmoke,  and  unable  through  terror 
and  the  deprivation  of  breath  to 
move ;  a  fireman  difcovered  it ,  broke 
open  the  window,  and  at  the  rifle 
of  his  own  life  faved  the  girl's. 
The  Red  Lion  public. houfe,  Mr. 
Edward’s  printing-office,  the  Scot- 
tifh  hofpital,  and  fome  other  ad¬ 
jacent  places,  fuftained  partial  in¬ 
jury.  The  3d  London  and  fome 
other  volunteers  muffered  with 
promptitude,  and  were  extremely 
ferviceable. 

The  celebrated  Major  Semple 
met  with  another  unexpe&ed  de¬ 
tention  on  Wednefday,  in  Upper 
Seymour-ftreet,  in  confequence  of 
his  having  forgotten  to  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  a  tradefman  a  few  days 
lince,  and  he  met  with  a  very  un¬ 
expected  deliverance  by  the  libera¬ 
lity  of  the  Earl  of  B.  The  major 
called  at  the  (hop  of  a  perfumer  a 
few  days  fince,  and  looked  out  or¬ 
naments  to  the  amount  of  25  {hil¬ 
lings,  and  requeued  the  tradefman 
to  give  him  the  change  for  a  3I. 
note,  and  on  his  being  about  to  do 
fo,  the  major  begged  pardon,  and 
with  an  air  of  affected  furprife, 
obferved  that  his  note  was  for  ten 
pounds.  By  this  flratagem,  which 
was  fo  dextercmTv  executed,  the 
major  obtained  poffeffion  of  the 
goods,  and  1  lie  tradefman  found 
himfelf  duped.  He  however  ef- 
pied  his  cuffomer  on  Wednefday  in 
Seymour- ft rcet,  and  demanded  his 
money,  but  the  major  was  deftitute 
of  either  calh  or  r.ore,  and  he  took 
refuge  in  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Frear, 
to  avoid  the  mob,  and  a  conftable 


was  charged  with  him.  The  Earl  of 
B.vvas  pa  fling  by,  and  on  perceiving 
a  crowd,  inquired  into  the  bufinefs, 
and  on  the  tradefman  making  his 
cafe  known,  his  lordfhip  paid  the 
demand  ;  hut  there  were  other  cla¬ 
morous  creditors  in  the  ftreet,  and 
to  avoid  their  unpleafant  importu¬ 
nities  Mr.  Semple  decamped  from 
the  back  part  of  the  houfe. 

About  half  paft  one  , 
o’clock,  as  the  Marquis  of  Iot  le 
Thomond  was  riding  through  Grof- 
venor-fquare,  attended  by  a  fer¬ 
vant,  his  horfe  fuddenly  ftarted,  or 
got  unexpectedly  on  the  pavement, 
when  he  plunged  and  threw  the 
marquis  to  a  ccnfiderable  diflanee 
in  the  carriage-way,  where  his 
lordfhip  was  taken  up  completely 
ftunned.  A  cart  driving  haftily 
along  is  fuppofed  to  have  frighten¬ 
ed  his  horfe.  He  was  carried  into 
Lord  Sydney's  houfe,  and  expired 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

A  few  days  ago  a  young  woman 
was  forcibly  carried  from  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  houfe  at  Killbarry,  near  Wa¬ 
terford,  upon  a  fpeculation  of  com¬ 
pelling  her  to  marry  the  perfon  at 
the  head  of  the  party  who  took  her 
off.  She  was  detained  for  feveral 
days :  when  her  mother,  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  theplaceof  her 
confinement,  fent  propofals  to  the 
party,  hating  that  fhe  would  fettle 
matters,  and  that  if  they  would 
bring  the  girl,  they  fhould  have  a 
good  dinner.  In  the  mean  time, 
Ihe  procured  a  few  dragoons ;  the 
party  and  the  girl  came  according 
to  agreement,  when  the  propofed 
bridegroom  was  recognized,  and 
the  dragoons  came  forward  to  rake 
him  :  this  unfortunate  man  beimr 
armed,  and  having  more  courage 
than  prudence,  fired  at  the  foldiers, 
determined  to  fight  his  w.ay  ;  but 

iu 
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in  the  conteft,  a  ball  entered  his 
groin,  which  was  afterwards  ex¬ 
tracted  at  his  back  ;  and  he  now 
lies  in  cuftody,  under  medical  treat¬ 
ment,  with  little  hope  of  re¬ 
covery. 

Early  in  the  month  was  fhot  at 
Rufford,  Lancafhire,  by  the  game- 
keeper  of  Sir  T.  D.  Hefketh,  a 
beautiful  cream-coloured  cock  par¬ 
tridge.  This  extraordinary  bird 
has  been  {luffed,  and  may  be  feen 
at  Rufford-hall. 

^  The  fnow  florm  of  laft 
night  was  the  fevered  ex¬ 
perienced  for  a  length  of  time. 
The  accounts  received  from  various 
parts  of  the  interior  are  very  dif- 
trefling.  Many  perfons  have  loft 
their  lives,  fome  of  whom  were 
frozen  to  death,  and  others  killed 
by  carriages  upfetting.  The  fall 
of  fnow  was  particularly  heavy  ' 
upon  the  north  road ;  in  many 
parts  it  drifted  from  forty  to  fifty 
feet  deep.  In  every  dire&ion  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  put  an  ad¬ 
ditional  number  of  horfes  to  the 
coaches,  but  in  few  inftances  only 
was  the  difficulty  thus  overcome. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Bigglefwade,  the 
Newcaftle  and  feveral  other  mail- 
coaches  were  completely  buried  in 
the  fnow  3  and  it  was  only  by  the 
g  reate  ft:  labour  and  exertions  that 
the  paffengers  were  refcued  frorr 
their  perilous  fttuation.  In  other 
places  the  mails  were  taken  out, 
and  forwarded  on  horfeback  ;  but 
even  this  mode  of  conveyance  was 
interrupted  in  fome  cafes.  Several 
horfes  were  killed,  either  by  falls 
or  exceffive  fatigue.  The  damage 
done  at  fea,  we  fear,  has  been  very 
confiderable,  particularly  on  the 
north  and  eaftern  c bafts.  Along  the 
whole  Kentifh  coail  a  great  number 
of  veffels  have  been  driven  on  fhore, 
Vol.  L,  or  V oLt  VIII.  New 


The  accounts  from  Burv  and 
Newmarket,  refpeCting  the  fall  of 
the  fnow,  and  its  confequences, 
are  of  themofl  extraordinary  kind  ; 
in  the  open  lands  the  depth  of  the 
fnow  was  tremendous :  two  fhep- 
herds  were  found  dead  on  New¬ 
market  heath,  and  many  other 
perfons  are  fuppofed  to  have  perifh- 
ed.  At  Bury  there  was  a  county 
ball  on  Thurfday,  where  all  the 
company  from  the  neighbourhood 
were  detained  till  Sunday  and 
Monday  3  they,  however, contrived 
to  keep  themfelves  not  only  alive, 
but  merry,  during  the  time,  having 
a  public  ordinary  daily  at  the  An¬ 
gel-inn,  and  fucceffive  balls  every 
evening,  with  but  little  ceremony 
about  change  of  apparel,  and  even 
under  a  fhort  allowance  of  clean 
linen. 

Shortly  after  Lady  Clare  re¬ 
tired  to  her  bed-chamber  at 
night,  a  large  flack  of  chimnie's 
above  it  was  blown  down,  and 
forced  in  part  of  the  roof  and  ceil¬ 
ing  of  her  bed-room;  when  near  a 
ton  of  bricks,  together  with  the 
ceiling,  fell  in  and  literally  burled 
her.  In  this  perilous  fttuation  fhe 
remained  till  near  four  o’clock, 
when  fhe  was  releafed  by  her  do- 
meltics,  without  having  fuffered 
any  material  injury. 

Jofeph  Fawcet,  of  Kef-  , 
nick  New  Mill,  killed  a  !3U1* 
Hampfhire  hog  which  meafured, 
from  the  extremity  of  the  head  to 
that  of  the  tail,  bine  feet  two  in¬ 
ches  ;  and  from  the  hinder  feet  to 
the  extremity  of  the  head  eight 
feet  two  inches  y  and  weighing 
forty-two  flone  and  fix  pounds. 

A  boy,  fourteen  years  of  ^  ^ 
age,  who  had  been  miffing 
ftr.ee  the  3d  inftant,  was  found 
alive  in  the  Lee-field  colliery,  near 
>eries.  *  C  ■  Chefler- 
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Chefler-le-flreet.  When  he  went 
into  the  pit,  being  unwell,  and  una- 
able  to  work,  he  walked  into  home 
of  the  out-workings,  and  loll  him- 
felf.  He  had  nothing  to  eat  fmce 
the  day  on  which  he  was  loll.  He 
heard  pcrfons  in  fearch  of  him  fe- 
veral  times,  and  called  to  them; 
but  being  fo  weak,  they  could  not 
hear  him.  Notwithftanding  this 
aftonifhing  fad,  he  is  in  a  fair  way 
©f  recovery. 

1 6th  Nercvcqjfle, — On  Friday 

night  came  on  from  the 
north,  one  of  the  moll  dreadful 
Horms  of  fnow  which  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  here  for  feveral  years. 
It  was  accompanied  with  a  fevere 
gale  of  wind,  and  continued  almoft 
without  interruption  till  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  in  the  afternoon.  WTe 
fear  that  the  accounts  of  the  {hip¬ 
ping  from  the  coails  round  the 
illand  will  be  highly  difaftrous,  as 
by  the  different  reports  which  have 
already  reached  us,  the  florm  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  felt  very  gene¬ 
rally.  No  London  mails,  nor,  in¬ 
deed,  any  mail  fouth  of  York,  have 
reached  us,  fince  Friday  at  noon, 
fo  that  we  are  led  to  believe  that 
the  florm  has  been  even  more  fe¬ 
vere  in  the  midland  and  fouthern 
counties  of  England  than  in  the 
north.  Such  a  circumflance  is  un¬ 
precedented  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldefl  perfon  living  ;  coaches  have 
been  fometimes  flopped  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  the  mail  was  never 
detained  above  a  day,  being  always 
forwarded  by  fome  route  or  other 
on  horfeback.  At  York  they  are 
completely  unacquainted  with  the 
caufe  of  the  detention  of  the  mail, 
nor  do  they  even  know  at  what  par¬ 
ticular  fpot  or  place  the  great  in¬ 
terruption  is,  fo  completely  are 
they  locked  up  from  any  intercourfe 
with  the  foutfoe 


A  ferious  affray  took  place  at 
Shadwtdl.  A  drunken  failor  pafs- 
ing  by  the  refidence  of  the  Lafcar 
feamen,  gave  one  of  them  fome  of- 
fence.  A  quarrel  enfued,  and  the 
failor  beat  his  antagonifl,  who  ran 
to  his  quarters.  The  Lafcars, 
nearly  400  in  number,  then  fallied 
out  to  attack  the  failor,  armed  with 
bludgeons,  pokers,  &c.  The  failor 
made  an  obftinate  refiflance,  and 
fought  defperately,  with  a  knife  in 
one  hand,  and  a  bludgeon  in  the 
other.  In  the  fcuffle  the  failor 
flabbed  one  of  the  Lafcars  in  three 
places  of  his  body,  and  finally  effe6b> 
ed  his  efcape  to  a  public-houfe. 
The  Lafcars  then  furrounded  the 
houfe,  and  brought  the  failor  out. 
They  would  have  conveyed  him  to 
their  quarters,  where  he  would 
doubtlefs  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to 
their  fury,  had  not  the  funeral  train 
of  a  volunteer  happened  to  ob« 
ftrudl  their  progrefs.  The  volun¬ 
teers,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the 
Whitechapel  corps,  hearing  the 
fhouts  of  the  Lafcars,  and  being  in¬ 
formed  of  the  caufe,  immediately 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  them,  by  pufh- 
ing  forward  with  fixed  bayonets  on 
each  fide  the  flreet.  The  Lafcars 
immediately  furrendered.  They 
were  then  made  prifoners  in  their 
quarters,  centinels  being  placed  be- 
fore  the  doors. 

Lately  a  cat  in  Greenock  brought 
forth  a  very  remarkable  and  per¬ 
fect  monfler  of  her  own  fpecies. 
It  has  one  head,  four  ears,  eight 
feet,  and  two  tails ;  it  is  one  body 
from  the  naval  up,  as  it  were  breafl 
to  breafl,  and  from  the  navel  back 
forms  two  kittens ;  what  is  re¬ 
markable,  the  one  is  male,  the 
other  female.  It  had  fuckled  for 
fome  days,  and,  from  all  appear¬ 
ance  would  have  lived  to  maturity, 
but  unfortunately  for  the  admirers 
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of  natural  curiofiries,  it  was  de¬ 
prived  of  its  life  from  fuperftitious 
motives. 

I  6th  CalFel' — A  deputation  of 

the  Jews  in  the  kingdom 
of  Weftphalia  has  aflembled  here, 
confiding  partly  of  rabbis,  partly 
of  elders.  On  the  8th,  the  deputa¬ 
tion  were  introduced  by  M.  Ifrael 
Jacobfon,  counfellor  of  finances, 
to  the  miniicer  of  date,  M.  Simeon, 
and  afterwards  to  king  Jerome. 
Mr.  Jacobfon  add  refled  liis  majefty 
in  afhort  fpeech,  and  the  following 
is  part  of  the  reply  which  was 
made  :  — 

“  I  am  fatisded  with  yourfpeech. 
That  article  in  the  conditution  of 
my  kingdom,  which  eftablifhes  the 
equality  of  all  religions,  is  in  per¬ 
fect  unifon  with  the  feelings  of  my 
heart.  The  law  ought  to  interrupt 
no  man  in  the  exercife  of  his  wor- 
fir  ip.  Each  fubjedf  is  as  much  at 
liberty  to  ©bferve  the  rules  of  his 
faith,  as  the  king  is  to  follow  his 
religion.  The  duties  of  the  citizen 
are  the  only  objects  which  the  laws 
of  the  government  can  regulated  * 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  — 

l7{  *  The  rope-dancer  and  the 
conjurer!  Price  v.  Moritz.  Mr. 
ferjeant  Shepherd  dated  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  cafe :  it  was  an  a&ion,  he 
faid,  forecover  ten  guineas  (being 
the  amount  of  falary  for  one  month, 
at  the  rate  of  two  guineas  and  a 
half  per  week),  from  the  defendant, 
manager  of  the  Temple  of  Apollo , 
in  Catherine-ftrcet,  in  the  Strand. 
The  plaintiff  is  a  lady  eminent  for 
her  abilities  as  a  rope-dancer !  She 
was  with  her  hufband  atCambridge, 
when  the  defendant  was  exhibiting 
his  performances  as  th  e  em¬ 

peror  of  the  conjurers,  and  aftonifhing 
the  grave  and  learned  members  of 
that  Univerfity,  the  thoughtlefs 
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and  gay,  and,  in  fhort,  every  de» 
fcription  ofperfens  !  ! — Allured  by 
the  fplendid  offer  of  an  engagement 
for  three  months ,  the  plaintiff  and 
his  wife  were  induced  to  come  to 
London,  where,  under  the  high- 
founding  title  of  Signora  Belinda , 
this  conjuring  manager  announced 
his  fair  client  to  the  world  !-— She 
performed,  and  the  confequence 
was,  that  crowds  ran  to  witnefs  her 
performance  ;  the  conjurer  contrived 
to  pocket  the  cafh  ;  and  the  public 
was  pleafed  with  his  deceptions a 
The  plaintiff,  however,  now  com* 
plained  of  a  fpecies  of  deception * 
which  he  had  neitherinferted  in  his 
bills,  nor,  indeed,  in  the  agreement 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  her® 
He  had  turned  her  from  the  the¬ 
atre,  after  performing  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  refufed  to  fulfil  his  en¬ 
gagement.  The  learned  gentleman 
read  a  variety  of  hand-bills  and  bills 
of  performance.  Among  them  was 
one  in  which  the  defendant  chal¬ 
lenged  that  ((  lump  of  arrogance  j* 
Mr.  Ingleby(who  had  denominated 
him  fell  emperor  of  the  conjurers) s 
to  a  trial  of fkill  in  the  art  of  de¬ 
ceptions ,  for  the  fum  of  three  hundred 
guineas .  He  had  not  only  chaL 
lenged  him,  but  had  gone  further, 
and  bid  the  world  enter  the  lifts 
with  him— afecond  Buonaparte,  in 
point  of  deception  - — After  making 
fome  further  obfervations,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  prove  his  cafe,  and  called 
evidence  to  eftablifh  the  faffs  of  the 
engagement  at  the  ftipulated  fum 
of  two  guineas  and  a  half  per  week 
—that  fhe  was  ordered  on  the  23d 
of  November  to  quit  the  theatre, 
and  never  come  there  again  ;  and 
alfo,  that  fhe  had  offered  her  fer- 
vices  to  fulfil  the  engagement  fhe 
had  entered  into. 

Mr.  ferjeant  Beft,  for  the  de« 

*  C  2  fendant„ 
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fendant,  lamented  that  the  cafe 
fnould  not  have  fallen  into  abler 
hands  than  his.  He  was  no  match 
for  his  learned  brother  (Shep¬ 
herd)  ;  he  never  attended  thefe  fort 
of  places  ;  but  his  learned  brother 
did,  and  confequently  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  tricks  and  de. 
ceptiom ;  and  could  of  courfe  ma¬ 
nage  fuch  a  caufe  with  better/#*'//. 
He  had  defcribed  his  client  wrongly 
——he  was  not  the  emperor  of  the 
conjurers,  nor  did  he  with  to  be  fo 
confidered — he  was  nothing  more 
than  a  profejfor  of  the  art  of  con¬ 
juration  !  Whatever  (kill  Buona¬ 
parte  might  have  in  making  and  un¬ 
making  kings  and  emperors,  pto- 
feffor  Moritz  did  not  wifh  to  be  put 
on  a  footing  with  him  in  that  re- 
[petit.  His  was  but  an  humble  de¬ 
ception  of  the  world!  With  refpedt 
to  the  p relent  adlion,  the  lady  had 
herfelf  to  thank  for  the  difmifial ; 
for  (he  had  difmiiled  herfelf! - — Not 
only  that,  but  ihe  had  thruft  her¬ 
felf  into  the  private  apartment  of 
pyefejor  Moritz ,  while  he  was  ad- 
jufting  with  Mifs  Wood  their  odd 
matters ,  and  balancing  accounts  ; 
had  {truck  him  with  an  umbrella, 
and  abufed  him  in  the  gr-oft'eft 
terms  ;  calling  him  “  a  little  Ger¬ 
man  humbug  !*’  Adding.  that  ihe 
would  neverentcr  his  theatreagain, 
nor  grace  the  Apollonian  temple 
with  her  agile  feats.  Under  thefe 
confiderations  the  jury  would  have 
no  hefi ration  in  turning  her  round, 
and  finding  a  verdict  for  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

Several  witneffes  were  called  for 
the  defendant. 

A  Mr.  Denham ,  one  of  the  evocal 
corps ,  Hated  that  Signora  Belinda 
had,  late  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
23d  November,  bounced  into  the 
room  in  which  Mr.  Moritz  and  Mifs 


Wood,  his  partner,  were  fettling 
the  accounts  of  the  evening*  That 
Mr.  Moritz  requefted  (he  would 
withdraw  for  a  few  minutes,  as  he 
was  engaged.  She  refufed  j  and 
then  he  laid,  “  Am  1  not  your  maf- 
ter ,  and  the  manager,  and  have  the 
right  to  inlift  upon  your  leaving  the 
room?”  The  Sigtiora  rejoined  in 
warmth,  “  What !  you  my  mafier  ! 
damn  you  !  you  dirty  little  German 
humbug  !'*  Not  content  with  this, 
{he  lifted  up  her  umbrella,  and 
ftruck  the  manager  twice,  faying 
Ihe  would  not  enter  his  theatre 
again.  Mr.  Moritz  told  her  that 
her  wages  were  not  due  till  Mon¬ 
day  ;  that  if  fhe  would  come  then, 
(he  fhould  have  her  money  ;  and 
never  fnould  enter  the  theatre  after 
that  night.  He  faid  the  lady  was 
four  feet  five  inches  high. 

Several  witneffes  corroborated 
the  ftatement  in  nearly  the  fame 
words. 

Mr.  ferjeant  Shepherd,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  reply,  introduced  mat¬ 
ter  which  ferved  to  amufe  the  au¬ 
dience.  Among  other  obfervations 
he  faid,  that  the  condu6t  of  them- 
peror  was  fuch  that  no  fpunky  dame 
could  put  up  with  !  There  were  cer¬ 
tain  epithets^  which,  if  applied  to 
women,  they  never  either  forget  or 
forgive.  No  woman  likes  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  mafier ,  efpecially  if 
fhe  were  in  the  habit  of  wearing  the 
breeches!  Was  it  to  be  wondered 
at  then,  that  this  lady  ftiould  refent 
fuch  language  ?  None,  whatever 
ftation  of  life  they  might  fill,  ap¬ 
proved  of  degrading  terms.  That 
the  conjurer  was  manager,  fhe  was 
ready  to  admit ;  but  to  infult  her 
with  the  epithet  of  mafier>  was  too 
much.  In  obferving  upon  the  tef- 
timony  given  refpefting  the  attack 
upon  the  conjurer ,  he  faid  that 

could 
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could  not  be  ferioufly  meant,  for 
(he  had  been  defcribed  as  a  little 
woman,  not  more  than  four  feet 
high,  and  the  conjurer  was  an  ath¬ 
letic  man,  fix  feet  high  and  upwards. 
(Moritz,  who  fat  behind  serjeant 
Shepherd,  rofe  up,  and  faid, 

(<  Here  I  am,  fir,  at  yourfervice  !*' 
This  incident  excited  much  mirth  ; 
for  he  appeared  to  be  a  little  man, 
not  more  than  five  feet ,  although 
pofleffing  a  pair  of  heavy  (boulders  ! 
Mutual  civilities  paffed  between 
the  ferjeant  and  the  emperor.) 

The  learned  ferjeant  then  pro* 
ceeded,  and  obferved,  that  the  em¬ 
peror ,  however  was  determined 
that  he  fhould  not  be  deceived! 
The  exhibition  of  his  perfon  was 
certainly  intended  to  do  away  any 
impreffion  which  the  jury  might 
entertain  of  his  intention  to  hum¬ 
bug  them  !  He  was,  in  fa<ft,  an  ath¬ 
letic  man  !  After  fome  further  ob- 
fervations,  he  concluded  with  truft* 
ing  that  they  would  find  a  verdtiT 
for  his  client,  and  thereby  cut- con¬ 
jure  the  conjurer ,  and  trick  him  at 
his  own  tricks  ;  for  this  defence 
was  a  trick  to  defeat  the  plaintiff’s 
juft  demand. 

Sir  James  Mansfield  wifbed  that 
this  unfortunate  caufe  had  not  been 
brought  into  court.  It  would  have 
been  better  for  thefe  poor  perfons 
that  fome  friend  out  of  court  had 
undertaken  to  fettle  their  differen¬ 
ces.  Actions  of  this  nature  only  ferv* 
ed  the  purpofe  of  attorneys!  1  he 
learned  judge  then  obferved,  that 
from  the  evidence  it  was  clear  that 
the  plaintiff  had  difcharged  herfelf ! 
If  the  jury  believed  the  teftimony 
of  the  defendant’s  witneffes,  they 
would  find  a  verdict  for  him.  He 
law  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  evi¬ 
dence,  as  they  agreed  in  all  the 
leading  fads. — Vetdid  for  the 
defendant. 


Among  other  accidents  ^g  ^ 
which  occurred  from  the 
late  inundation  on  the  Norfolk 
coaft,  one  gentleman  farmer,  be-» 
fides  having  upwards  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  laid  under  water,  loft 
thirty-live  fine  fheep  of  the  Leicef- 
terfhire  breed  ;  the  Norfolks  fwam 
like  dogs,  fome  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  and  were  laved, 

A  piece  of  wreck  was  , 
driven  on  (bore  near  Mar-  ^ 
gate.  There  were,  when  it  was 
firft  obferved,  fix  feamen  upon  it ; 
but,  within  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  fhore,  a  heavy  fea  upfet  them, 
and  they  all  periftied.  The  fpec- 
tators  on  fhore  could  not  afford 
them  any  aid.-?— Two  luggers  be*, 
longing  to  that  place,  in  (landing 
out  of  the  harbour  in  the  even-? 
ing,  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering 
fignals  of  diftrefs,  ran  foul  of  each 
other,  by  means  of  which  one  of 
them  funk,  and  two  of  the  crew 
were  drowned.  The  remains  of 
the  pier  at  that  place  pkefents  a 
moft  mournful  fpetftacle;  that  which 
once  afforded  fecurity  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  town,  encouraged  its 
commercial  interefts,  and  was  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  its  hrighteft  or- 
naments,  is  now  reduced  to  a  pile 
of  ruins. 

Copy  of  a  Petition  prefented  to 
the  HoaJe  of  Commons,  Feb.  19.— 
To  the  knights,  citizens,  and  bur-, 
geffes  of  the  honourable  houfe  of 
commons,  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  the  united  parliament 
affembled  : — The  petition,  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Stephens,  of  the  honourable 
fociety  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and 
Park  Houfe,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  efquire,  humbly  fhoweth, 
That  certain  perfons  lately  ferving 
the  office  of  grand  jurymen  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  nine,  having  vifired 
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the  houfe  of  corredion  for  the  faid 
county,  commonly  called  Cold- 
Bath  Fields  Prifon,  on  Tuefday, 
Nov.  3,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1807,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 

and  twelve  in  the  forenoon  - 

They  there  difcovered  that  all 
the  loaves  found  by  them  (each  oi 
which  ought  to  contain  fix  teen 
ounces,  and  to  be  diftributed  daily, 
at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning)  were 
greatly  deficient  in  point  of  quanti¬ 
ty,  as  will  be  feen  from  the  annexed 
ftatement  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London. 
— - That  the  prifon  weight  de¬ 

manded  and  ufed  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  for  trying  the  loaves  in 
rotation,  proved  alfo  deficient,  as 
was  fully  demonitraled  in  both  in- 
itances  on  the  fame  day,  when 
compared  with  the  fiandard  at 
Guildhall,  in  the  prefence,  firft,  of 
fir  W.  Leighton,  knight,  then  lord 
mayor  ;  and  afterwards  of  Richard 
Phillips,  efq.  then  and  itill  one  of 
the  fneriffs  of  London  and  Mid- 
dlefex,  as  well  as  of  four  of  the  late 
grand  jury  ;  and,  moreover,  that 
the  feales  of  the  faid  prifon  were 
faife  and  fraudulent. 

Your  petitioner,  together  with 
other  gentlemen,  late  members  of 
the  grand  jury,  alfo  difcovered 
that  feveral  of  the  liege  fubjefts  of 
this  realm  were  committed  to  clofe 
cuftody  in  cells  deftitute  of  fire,  8 
feet  3  inches  long,  by  6.feet  3  inches 
wide,  two  of  them  in  irons,  although 
fick  ;  fome,  if  not  all,  ot  thefc  were 
then  innocent  in  point  of  fad,  as 
all  were  then  innocent  in  point  of 
law,  being  detained  under  the 
pretext  of  re-examination,  and 
confequently  uncondemned  by 
the  legal  judgment  of  their 
peers,  or  even  the  accufatory 
yerdid  of  a  grand  jury.  Of 
this,  number  were  a  mother,  a 


daughter,  and  a  fon,  of  creditable 
appearance  ;  the  two  former  in  one 
cell,  fo  fituated  as  to  be  expofed  to 
a  continual  current  cf  external  air, 
without  the  poffibility  of  obtaining, 
even  during  the  fevereil;  frofi,  an 
artificial  warmth  by  means  of  fuel, 
while  the  convids  below  enjoyed 
all  the  comforts  of  an  open  roomy 
ward,  with  occafionai  accefs  to  fire. 

■ — That  in  one  of  thefe  lonely  cells 
was  clofe] y  confined  a  foreigner  of 
fome  rank,  the  chevalier  de  Blin, 
who,  as  we  were  told  by  one  of  the 
jailors,  while  fo  immured,  had  been 
deprived  of  his  reafon,  and  who 
prefented  to  your  petitioner,  after 
communicating  with  him  for  fome 
time  in  the  French  language 
through  the  key-hole,  and  demand¬ 
ing  entrance,  a  memorial  on  his 
knees. - That  in  this  place,  ori¬ 

ginally  defined  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  morals  of  petty  offen¬ 
ders,  a  female  prifoner,  as  we  have 
learned,  has  been  lately  debauched 
by  the  fon  of  the  chief  jailor,  or  go¬ 
vernor,  who  then  held  an  office  of 
trufi  in  the  prifon,  and  has  fince 
had  a  child,  now,  or  at  leaft  lately, 
burdenfome  to  the  parifh  of  Ken- 
fington  in  the  county  of  Middle- 

fex.- - That  four  debtors  were 

fhut  up  in  this  houfe  of  corredion, 
the  only  communication  between 
whom  and  the  world  appears  to 
take  place  occafionally,  by  means 
of  two  iron  grates,  at  upwards  of 
fix  feet  difiance  from  each  other, 
with  a  jailor  walking  in  at  intervals, 
fo  as  to  preclude  complaint;  and 
that  from  the  examination  of  a 
debtor,  and  alfo  by  a  letter  from 
him,  both  in  the  poffeffion  of  your 
petitioner,  it  appears  that  he  was 
fhut  up  with  perfons  guilty  of  rob- 

bery,  and  unnatural  crimes. - - 

And,  lafilv,  that  fix  innocent  per¬ 
fons,  the  bills  againfi  whom  had 

been 
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been  thrown  out  by  the  grand  jury, 
were  dragged  from  Cold  Bath 
Fields  ptifon  to  Hick's-hall,  in 
open  day,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  firft  manacled,  and  then  fatt¬ 
ened  together  by  a  rope,  to  be  dif- 
charged  by  proclamation. —  Your 
petitioner,  therefore, conceivingthat 
fuch  grofs  inftances  of  fraud,  cou¬ 
pled  with  fuch  an  open  violation  of 
the  laws,  and  even  of  the  exprefs 
orders  of  fefiion,  are  calculated  to 
bring  his  majefty’s  government  into 
contempt,  and  call  unmerited  odi¬ 
um  on  our  moft  excellent  confti- 
tution  ;  thinking  alfo  that,  if  fuch 
mal-praftices  were  dete&ed  in  a 
cafual  and  flight  furvey,  of  lefs 
than  two  hoursduration,  far  greater 
abufes  are  likely  to  be  brought  to 
light,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
grand  inqueft  of  the  nation,  moft 
humbly  and  earneftly  folicits  this 
honourable  houfe  to  take  the  pre- 
mifes  into  confideration,  and  by  a 
public  and  open  examination  at  its 
bar,  or  any  other  mode,  afford  fuch 
Relief  as  may  feem  meet. 

A.  Stephens. 

.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
I9t1,  town  of  Stoney  Stratford 
were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  con- 
fternation  by  information  which 
arrived  from  Wolverton,  that  the 
three  large  aquedud  arches  under 
the  immenfely  high  embankment, 
made  about  four  years  ago,  for 
carrying  the  new  line  of  the  grand 
junction  canal  acrofs  the  valley, 
about  a  mile  below  that  town,  had 
fallen  in  ;  and  that  the  river  Oufe 
was  fo  dammed  up  thereby,  that  the 
town  muft  ttiortly  be  entirely  in¬ 
undated  to  a  great  depth.  The 
fears  of  thofe  who  haftened  to  the 
fpot,  were  much  allayed,  by  find¬ 
ing,  that  one  of  thefe  arches, 
which  had  been  propped  up  under- 
Spath  with  timber,  foon  after  the 
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centers  were  ftruck,  was  ftill  ftand” 
ing ;  and  that  this  one  arch,  there 
being  no  flood  in  the  river,  was 
able  to  carry  off  the  water  as  faft  as 
it  came  down.  On  examining  the 
other  two  arches,  it  appeared  that 
about  22  yards  in  length  of  the 
middle  part  had  fallen  in,  and 
blocked  up  the  openings,  laying  the 
canal  above  in  complete  ruins,  emp¬ 
tying  it  a i,  far  as  the  neareft  flop- 
gate  on  each  fide. 

Kenjington  Palace ,  Feb .  2  I . — 
Lieutenant-colonel  Vefey  is  com- 
manded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Kent  to  requeft  the  infer- 
tion  of  the  following  : 

Although  the  Duke  of  Kent 
flatters  himfelf  that  the  officers  of 
the  Britifh  Army  with  whom  he 
has  had  the  good  fortune  of  ferving 
in  the  Mediterranean,  America, 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  will  do  him 
the  juftice  to  believe,  that  his  ab- 
fence  from  Gibraltar  at  this  time, 
when  that  fort  refs  is  menaced  by  a 
formidable  attack  of  the  enemy,  is 
not  owing  to  any  backwardnefs  on 
his  part  to  repair  to  that  ftation  to 
which  his  duty  calls  him,  or  for 
want  of  his  ufing  his  utmoft  exer¬ 
tions  to  be  allowed  to  refume  the 
adlual  command  of  his  government, 
he  feels  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own 
chara&er  no  lefs  as  a  man  than  as 
a  foldier,  to  make  known  to  them, 
to  the  whole  army,  and  to  his 
countrymen  in  general,  the  terms 
on  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  ad- 
drefs  his  Majefty  upon  this  fubjefl, 
immediately  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  laft  accounts  from  Gibraltar; 
and  trufts  that  when  thefe  have 
been  perufed,  lie  fhall  ftand  ac¬ 
quitted  in  the  opinion  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  officers  of  the  army,  and  of 
his  countrymen,  of  having  beeq 
deficient  in  his  duty. 

Sire,— -The  letters  received  by 
7  tjie 
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the  mail  juft  arrived  from  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  having  brought  the 
certain  information  that  orders  had 
reached  Algeziras  from  Madrid, 
immediately  to  make  fuch  prepa¬ 
rations  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gibraltar  as  put  beyond  doubt  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  befiege 
it,  I  could  not,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  reconcile  it  to  my  feelings, 
were  1  to  delay  a  moment  in  not 
only  alluring  your  Majefty  of  my 
readinefs  inftantly  to  go  out  there, 
but  in  earneftly  foiiciting  your 
fandfion  for  my  refuming  the  duties 
attached  to  the  commiffion  I  have 
the  honour  of  holding  as  Governor 
of  that  fortrefs.  To  your  Majefty, 
who  yourfelf  poftefs  fo  nice  a  fenfe 
of  honour,  it  is  quite  unneceflary 
for  me  to  reprefent,  that  on  the  re. 
lult  of  your  decifton  upon  this  re- 
queft,  which  1  beg  leave  in  the 
raoft  dutiful,  yet  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to  prefs  upon  your  atten¬ 
tion,  every  thing  mcft  dear  to  me 
in  life,  I  no°an  my  character  as  a 
man,  and  my  profeffional  credit  as 
a  foldier,  are  at  ftake.  I  will  not, 
therefore,  prefume  to  fay  more  than 
that  I  place  thofe  in  your  Majefty ’s 
hands,  with  no  lefs  confidence  in 
your  juftice  as  my  Sovereign,  than 
your  indulgence  as  my  parent. 
With  every  fentiment  of  the  raoft 
devoted  attachment,  and  the  moft 
dutiful  refped,  1  have  the  honour 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Your  Majefty 's  moft  affediionate 
fon,  and  moft  faithful 
fervant  and  fnbjedf, 

To  the  Kin?.  Edward. 

o 

The  duke  of  Kent  conceives 
that  it  would  be  fuperftuous  to  add 
any  obfervations  upon  the  forego¬ 
ing  lines,  except  that  he  is  not 
going  out  to  Gibraltar,  that  being 
a  fuffteient  explanation  of  the  re- 
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fult  of  his  application ;  and  his 
whole  motive  of  intruding  the 
perufal  of  them  upon  the  public  at 
this  time,  being  that  of  clearing  his 
own  character  from  the  afperlions 
that  muft  unavoidably  attach  to  it 
in  confequence  of  his  abfence  from 
his  government  at  fuch  a  moment 
as  the  prefent  one,  were  it  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  voluntary  on  his  part, 
or  that  he  had  been  paffive  on  the 
occalion. 

Buonaparte  has  adopted  a  very 
extenftve  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  Paris  : — Amongft  other  objedls, 
all  the  ftreets  between  the  Caroufel 
and  the  Louvre  are  to  be  pulled 
down;  and  another  gallery,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  gallery  of  the 
Louvre,  to  be  built,  with  an 
open  arcade,  leaving  in  the  front 
of  the  Thudleries  a  parade  fuffK 
ciently  large  to  exercife  an  army 
of  100,000  men. — Another  new 
bridge  is  building  over  the  Seine, 
from  the  middle  of  the  Champ  de 
Mars ;  feveral  new  fountains  are 
eredting  ;  and  the  new  national 
monument  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Magdalens,  and  the  triumphal  arch 
in  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries, 
commemorative  of  the  vidftories 
of  Napoleon,  are  profecuting  with 
adlivity.  The  other  national 
works  going  forward  are,— a  co¬ 
lumn  1 50  feet  high,  in  the  Place 
Vendome,  to  the  honour  of  the 
French  arms,  wirh  an  avenue  to 
the  Boulevards ;  a  martial  temple 
on  the  Boulevard  St.  Honore,  to 
contain  the  ftatues  of  the  different 
generals  who  have  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  j  on  plates  of  gold,, 
the  names  of  all  the  officers  and 
men  who  fell  in  battle  are  to  be 
difplayed ;  and  on  plates  of  ftlver, 
the  names  of  fuch  as  furviveef 
thofe  conflidtSj  a  temple  to  vie- 
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tory  at  the  barrier  of  the  Champs 
Elyfees,  of  immenfe  magnitude  ; 
a  new  facade  to  the  Legiflative 
palace  ;  the  Pantheon  of  St.  Ge¬ 
nevieve;  the  quay  of  Defaix, 
which  is  to  be  faced  with  a  piazza  ; 
and  the  column  of  Roftock. 

Buonaparte  has  lately  fitted  up 
his  library  in  the  Englifh  tafle,  and 
rather  plain  than  otherwife ;  it  is 
decorated  with  marble  buds  of  ce¬ 
lebrated  characters,  among  which 
are  thofe  of  Mr.  Fox  and  lord 
Nelfon. 

,  This  morning  the  manor 
’  houfe  of  Lilly,  near  Lu¬ 
ton,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Sowerby  was 
burnt  down.  The  younger  Mr. 
Sowerby  and  a  Mr.  Keene  had  re¬ 
tired  to  bed  about  twelve,  leaving 
only  a  few  wood  embers  in  the 
library  grate.  Between  four  and 
five  in  the  morning  one  of  the 
men  fervants,  on  getting  up,  was 
alarmed  by  a  noife  like  that  of 
perfons  breaking  into  the  houfe, 
and  roufing  a  companion,  he  went 
to  the  fpot  whence  it  proceeded. 
On  opening  the  library  door,  a 
volume  of  fire  and  fmoke  broke 
out,  and  cut  off  the  retreat'of  one, 
while  the  other  efcaped  through 
the  paflage.  The  former,  by  his 
cries,  and  by  difcharging  a  pidol 
which  he  had  taken  with  him, 
fil'd  alarmed  the  two  gentlemen, 
who  were  fafl  afleep.  Mr.  Sower- 
by’s  room  was  fortunately  over 
the  leads  of  the  portico,  upon 
which  he  let  himfelf  down,  and 
was  faved  by  the  fervant,  who  had 
efcaped  by  means  of  a  ladder,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  other  man  fervant. 
Mr.  Keene,  on  rufhing  to  his  room 
door,  was  almod  fuffocated  by  the 
flame  and  fmoke  rolling  towards 
his  chamber ;  and  as  the  flair-cafe 
>vas  on  fire,  he  had  barely  time  to 


force  open  the  window-fhutter, 
and,  without  any  alternative,  to 
leap  out  :  neither  received  any  in¬ 
jury.  Three  maid-fervants,  who 
had  efcaped  from  the  attics  on  the 
parapet,  were  faved  by  ladders 
likewife ;  and  as  the  family  were 
luckily  in  town,  there  were  no 
other  perfons  in  the  houfe.  As  the 
houfe  wras  old  and  dry,  and  all  the 
rooms  wainfcoted,  the  rapidity  of 
the  flames  was  fo  great  that  the 
whole  was  confumed  in  lefs  than 
three  hours,  and  the  gentlemen  who 
flept  on  the  firfl  floor  had  fcarcely 
faved  themfelves  before  the  floors 
of  their  bed-chambers  fell  in. 

Died. — 5th.  In  Walcot  Poor 
Houfe,  Bath,  aged  107,  James 
White.  He  was  born  in  the  houfe 
adjoining  the  White  Horfe  cellar, 
oppoflte  Walcot  church,  and  was 
never  out  of  the  parifh  a  twelve- 
month  together.  He  remembered 
when  there  were  only  eighty  houfes 
in  the  parifh  of  Walcot,  and  no 
poor  rate. 

1  2th.  At  Brighton,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Benner,  author  of  “  Anna,  or  the 
Welch  Heirefs,”  “  Juvenile  In- 
difcretions,”  and  feveral  other  no¬ 
vels. 

2  1  ft.  At  his  houfe  in  Bedford- 
fquare,  George  Hill,  Efq.  ferjeant 
at  law,  the  King’s'  moll  antient 
ferjeant  as  he  was  called,  and  as 
he  literally  was,  for  he  was  of  a 
great  age,  (92  according  to  the 
papers).  He  married  a  lady  who 
inherited  a  very  confiderable  for¬ 
tune  on  condition  of  her  taking 
the  name  of  Medlycott  •  but  which 
the  ferjeant  would  not  let  her  ufe, 
except  on  occaflons  when  it  was 
legally  neceflfary  ;  he  faid  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  name  was  Hill,  and  fo  was 
Iris,  and  he  thought  it  a  very  good 
name.  He  had  a  very  profound 
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knowledge  of  the  old  law:  and 

ip  J 

there  was  not  a  cafe  in  the  old  law 
books  which  he  had  not  in  his  rev 
collection. 

At  Middleton  Tyas,  in  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  Bar¬ 
bara  Macknay,  aged  102. 

At  Efcrick,  near  York,  John 
Strangeways,  aged  101. 

Mr.  Jofhua  Willis,  of  Raydon. 
He  rofe  from  his  bed  very  early 
one  morning,  left  his  fhirt  with 
his  other  clothes  in  his  Beeping 
loom,  and  walked  naked  to  a 
guide  poB  on  the  road  from  Ray¬ 
don  to  Stoke,  and  was  found  hang¬ 
ing  by  his  arms  on  the  poft.  On 
being  taken  into  the  next  houfe, 
he  died  in  confequence  of  his  hav¬ 
ing,  in  a  fit  of  frenzy,  beaten  and 
bruifed  himfelf  againft  the  poll, 
and  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  He  belonged  to  a  fo- 
ciety  of  fanatics,  and  had,  feme 
days  before,  been  almoft  diftradled, 
faying,  that  his  mind  was  diftreffed 
concerning  a  future  Bate,  and  that 
he  wifhed  to  die  on  the  guide  poft 
as  our  Saviour  did  on  the  crofs. 

Mary  George,  aged  114,  being 
great  great  grandmother  to  a  nu¬ 
merous  family. 

At  Lowry’s  Mill,  near  Belling¬ 
ham,  Mr.  W.  Robley,  aged  100. 


MARCH. 

,  Thomas  Simmons  was 
^'l  8  indidedatHertfordaftiz.es, 
for  that  he  at  Broxbourn,  on  the 
20th  of  Odober  laft,  did  make  an 
aftault  on  Sarah  Hummerftone,  and 
wilfully  gave  her  a  mortal  wound 
in  the  neck  with  a  knife,  of  which 
fhe  inftantly  died.  This  is  the 
cafe  of  the  inhuman  wretch  who 
murdered  the  two  unfortunate  wo. 


men  at  Hoddefdon. — The  court 
was  crowded  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning  to  hear  the  trial.  It 
did  not  laft  long,  as  the  fads  lay  in 
a  very  narrow  compafs. 

Sarah  Harris,  ferv&nt  of  Mr. 
Boreham,  faid  fhe  had  lived  four 
years  with  him;  Simmons,  the 
prifoner,  had  lived  there  three 
years,  and  quitted  it  laft  Michael¬ 
mas  :  the  prifoner  wifhed  to  marry 
her,  but  her  miftrefs  difapproved 
of  it ;  they  had  quarrelled  before 
he  quitted  the  fervice;  on  which 
occafion  he  beat  her  ;  and  when  he 
had  done  he  faid  he  did  not  care  if 
he  had  killed  her.  Pie  has  often 
faid  he  would  make  away  with  her, 
becaufe  fhe  would  not  marry  him. 
About  half-paft  eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  20th  of  Odober  he 
came  to  the  houfe  ; — -fire  was  in 
the  kitchen,  and  heard  him  com*, 
ing  along  the  yard  ;  he  was  fwear- 
ing  violently.  Pie  came  up  to  the 
window,  and  ftruck  at  her  through 
the  lattice,  and  fwore  he  would  do 
for  them  all.  She  defired  him  not 
to  make  a  noife,  as  they  had  com¬ 
pany  :  he  faid  he  did  not  care  for 
the  company,  he  would  do  for  them 
all.  Mrs.  Hummerftone  hearing 
the  noife,  opened  the  room-door, 
and  came  to  the  yard.  She  told 
him  to  go  away.  He  gave  her  a 
blow  on  the  head,  which  knocked 
off  her  bonnet;  fhe  ran  into  the 
houfe,  and  he  immediately  followed 
her.  The  witnefs  immediately 
heard  the  fhrieks  of  murder,  but 
did  not  know  from  whom.  Ail 
the  family  were  in  the  room.  The 
three  young  ladies,  Mr.  Boreham’s 
daughter,  Mrs.  Warner,  the  mar¬ 
ried  daughter,  Mr.  Boreham  and 
his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Hummerftone^ 
In  a  fhort  time  the  prifoner  came 
to  the  wafh-honfe  to  her ;  fhe  fhut 
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the  door,  and  cried  out  murder. 
The  witnefs  ran  into  the  iir ting- 
room — (lie  faw  fome  one  lying 
under  the  window — fhe  ran  from 
thence  down  a  paffage — -the  pri- 
foner  followed  her — fhe  there  met 
her  mailer  with  the  poker  in 
his  hand ;  in  running  haft ily, 
her  mailer,  who  is  very  old  and 
feeble,  was  knocked  down.  The 
prifoner  caught  her,  and  threw  her 
down,  and  drew  a  knife  on  her. 
He  threw  her  acrofs  Mrs.  Warner, 
who  was  lying  dead,  fhe  believed. 
He  drew  the  knife  acrofs  her 
throat,  but  fhe  guarded  it  with  her 
hand,  which  was  cut.  He  made  a 
fecond  blow,  when  fhe  wrefled  the 
knife  out  of  his  hand.  He  imme¬ 
diately  ran  away,  and  fhe  faw  no 
more  of  him. 

Thomas  Copperwheat  went  in 
fearch  of  the  murderer.  He  dis¬ 
covered  Simmons  concealed  under 
fome  draw  in  a  crib  in  the  farm¬ 
yard  ;  the  place  where  he  was 
found  was  about  ioo  yards  from 
the  houfe. 

Benjamin  Rook,  the  coroner, 
faid,  when  the  evidence  of  Harris 
was  read  to  the  prifoner,  he  faid  it 
was  very  true,  he  had  murdered 
them,  and  no  one  elfe.  He  added, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  have 
murdered  Mrs.  Hummerftone,  but 
he  went  with  an  intention  of  mur¬ 
dering  Mrs.  Boreham,  Mrs.  War¬ 
ner,  and  Harris,  the  maid-fervant. 

The  conllable  who  carried  him 
to  prifon,  depofed  to  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect,  The  prifoner  alfo  told  him, 
that  when  he  bad  got  Betfey  down, 
he  heard  fomething  fluttering  over 
his  fhoulders,  which  made  him  get 
up,  and  run  away. 

The  prifoner  being  called  upon 
to  know  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay, 
anfwered  in  a  carelefs  tone— No! 


Mr.  Juflice  Heath  told  the  jury 
the  cafe  was  fo  very  clear,  that  it 
was  unneceflary  for  him  to  addrefs 
any  obfervations  to  them;  the  pri¬ 
foner,  as  they  had  heard,  had  more 
than  once  confeffed  his  guilt. 

The  jury  found  him  Guilty;  and 
the  learned  judge  immediately  pro¬ 
nounced  the  fentence  of  the  law — 
that  he  fliould  be  hanged  on  the 
following  Monday,  and  Ins  body 
be  anatomized. 

The  Fifth  Report  of  the  ^ 
commiflioners  of  military 
inquiry  confifls  of  274  clofely 
printed  folio  pages.  The  com- 
mifiioners  remark  on  the  great  in¬ 
convenience  ariflng  from  a  diviflon 
of  patronage,  which  has  occafioned 
a  much  greater  expenditure  than 
would  have  otherwife  occurred. 
The  army  general  hofpital  fyftem 
has  been  carried  to  too  great  an 
extent,  and  has  been  very  disad¬ 
vantageous.  The  expenditure  for 
medicines  is  enormous.  The  me¬ 
dicines,  medical  ftores,  and  furgi. 
cal  ftores,  andfurgical  inftruments, 
are  fupplied  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  by  a  Mr.  Gamier,  who 
has  a  patent  for  the  purpofe,  though 
no  reafon  has  been  afligned  for  this 
valuable  monopoly.  Mr.  G.  exe¬ 
cutes  no  part  of  the  bufinefs  him- 
felf,.and  receives  a  falary  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  profits,  which  appear 
to  be  very  great  indeed !  His 
charges  on  a  yearly  average  amount 
to  67,340k  The  whole  inftitu- 
tion  feems  to  have  been  conduced 
in  a  moll  extravagant  manner,  and 
affords  another  inftance  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  fquandered.  The  expenditure 
of  wine,  fpirits,  and  porter,  has 
been  confiderable ;  for  whofe  ufe 
cannot  be  eafily  afcertained.  A 
pipe  of  wine  in  ten  days,  at  the 
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York  hofpital,  was  a  common  ave¬ 
rage,  Among  the  many  abufes 
which  the  report  difcovers,  are 
thofe  committed  in  the  accounts 
of  the  Plymouth  hofpital,  in  the 
years  1796,  1797,  and  1798. — 
Thefe  confift  of  double  charges  ; 
of  alt  rations  in  vouchers  for  the 
purpofe  of  introducing  larger  fums 
in  the  place  of  fmaller  ;  and  of 
falfe  entries  in  the  monthly  charge, 
under  the  head  of  “  fmall  bills.” 

Mr.  Halifax,  of  the  Royal  Lan- 
cafhire  Militia,  who  lately,  for  a 
confiderable  bet,  walked  thirty 
miles  per  day  for  twenty  fucceffive 
days,  as  detailed  in  feveral  papers, 
and  who  thereby  eftablifhed  his 
fame  as  a  pedeftrian,  has  now  un¬ 
dertaken  a  labour  much  more  fe~ 
vere  than  the  one  he  has  already 
achieved ;  it  is,  to  walk  two 
miles  an  hour  for  one  hundred  fuc¬ 
ceffive  hours.  The  ground  felefted 
for  the  performance  is  near  Tiver¬ 
ton,  on  the  road  to  Halberton. 
He  went  thither  in  a  poftchaiie, 
and  commenced  the  undertaking  at 
four  o’clock  on  Wednefday  even¬ 
ing  laft.  This  exploit  will  occupy 
upwards  of  four  days  and  nights 
fucceffively,  allowing,  at  no  time, 
more  than  one  hour  for  repofe  or 
refrelhment.  The  general  opinion 
is  very  much  againft.  his  winning  ; 
confiderable  bets  are  laid,  and  of 
courfe  the  cdds  are  in  his  favour. 

A  drifting  difplay  of  the  omni¬ 
potence  of  love  occurred  at  the 
High  Church,  Hull,  a  few  days  ago. 
A  young  woman  having  given  her 
heart  to  afailor,  who  was  impreffed 
and  carried  on  board  the  tender  by 
the  interference  of  her  friends,  re- 
folved  neverthelefs  to  marry  the 
object  of  her  choice.  He  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  brought  on  fhore,  and 
efcorted  by  the  prefs-gang  to  the 


church,  from  whence,  after  the 
marriage  ceremony,  he  was  again 
conveyed  to  the  tender. 

A  melancholy  inftance  of  fuicide 
occurred  at  Briftol.  A  gentleman 
of  refpedfability,  from  Bath,  who 
had  been  on  a  vifit  at  a  friend’s 
houfe  in  that  city,  cut  his  throat, 
and  otherwife  lacerated  himfelf  in  a 
{hocking  manner.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate  gentleman  had  been  confined 
to  his  room  for  fome  days  through 
illnefs  ;  and,  at  ten  o’clock  on  the 
above  morning,  the  fervant  girl, 
hearing  him  groan,  looked  through 
the  key- hole  of  his  chamber-door, 
and  difeovered  him  weltering  in  his 
blood.  Medical  affiftance  was 
procured,  but  the  wounds  he  had 
inflided  on  himfelf  were  fuch  as  to 
occafion  his  almoft  immediate  death. 

Epitaph  in  Kir  he  el  church  -yard:—— 
Here  lie  the  remains  of  Thomas 
Nicols,  who  died  in  Philadelphia, 
March  1753.  Had  he  lived,  he 
would  have  been  buried  here . 

A  fhocking  accident  happened  in 
the  Home  Park,  belonging  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
near  Kingfton.  As  a  labouring 
man  was  paffing  through  the  park, 
he  was  attacked  by  a  ferocious 
bull,  and  gored  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  only  to  furvive  a  very  fhort  time. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  gave  imme¬ 
diate  orders  to  the  keeper  of  the 
park  to  fhoot  the  animal. 

At  Maidftone,  on  Wed-  ,  . 
nefday,  before  the  lord  1  * 
chief  baron,  an  action  was  tried, 
at  the  fuit  of  one  Sherwood,  a 
Kentifh  farmer,  againft  baron  Horn- 
pefch,  an  Hungarian  nobleman,  and 
a  general  officer  in  the  Britifn  fer- 
vice,  for  a  grofs  and  obfeene  libel 
on  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife.  The 
following  are  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe  ; — The  plaintiff  was  in  the 
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habit  of  going  to  the  baron's  lioufe, 
and  one  Sunday  in  O&ober  he  fat 
with  him  drinking  and  playing  at 
cards  all  the  day,  and  all  the  night, 
until  five  o’clock  in  the  morning; 
when  his  wife  fetched  him  home. 
The  next  day  the  baron  fent  him  a 
little  wine,  to  refrefh  his  fpirits  as 
he  faid,  and  afterwards  a  plafter 
to  cure  the  bruifes  which  he  faid 
his  wife  might  have  given  him, 
and  an  ornamented  horfe-whip  to 
corredf  his  wife.  He  afterwards 
fet  about  to  compofe  a  fong,  called 
<c  The  Termagant  ;  or,  Direful 
Kentifh  Tale,”  which  was  proved 
to  have  been  given  by  him  to  one 
Gordon  to  be  circulated.  This 
was  the  libel  complained  of,  and 
was  an  obfcene  doggrel  poem  on 
Sherwood's  wife  fetching  him 
home  ;  it  contained  neither  wit, 
poetry,  nor  humour,  but  was  mere 
vulgar  obfcenity,  containing  the 
groffed  and  moll  difguflirig  im¬ 
putations  upon  the  chara&er  of  the 
plaintiff’s  wife  ;  and  dating  that 
by  her  libidinous  courfes  fhe  had 
deformed  herfelf  in  a  manner 
which  decency  forbids  to  mention. 
After  ferjeant  Bed  had  fpoken  in 
mitigation  of  damages,  the  lord 
chief  baron  expreffed  himfelr  of 
the  libel  in  terms  of  ftrong  difguft, 
and  the  jury  found  a  verdift  for  the 
plaintiff,  damages  500I. 

,  This  morning  a  dreadful 
*  fire  broke  oufy  about  three 
o’clock,  at  Mrs.  Smith’s,  milliner, 
in  Middle-row,  Chelmsford.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  lioufe,  confiding 
altogether  of  females,  feven  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  in  a  mod  perilous  fixa¬ 
tion.  They  appeared  at  the  win¬ 
dows  of  the  fecond  floor  (for  the 
fir  ft  was  on  fire),  as  they  had  rifen 
from  their  beds,  uttering  the  mod 
piercing  fhrieks.  As  the  mod 
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likely  means  of  refcuing  them,  two 
ladders  were  procured,  and  raifed 
againd  the  burning  front  of  the 
houfe  ;  but,  fuch  was  the  danger 
of  afcending  to  their  relief,  from 
the  violence  of  the  flames,  that  a 
momentary  irrefolution  enfued 
among  the  fpedfators  of  their  tre- 
mendoufly  awful  fixation ;  till, 
agonized  by  their  fcreams,  and  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  feelings  of  humanity 
to  a  contempt  of  perfonal  fafety,  a 
young  man,  Mr.  Henry  Guy,  and 
Mr.  Sorrel,  a  nearneighbour,  made 
an  attempt  to  preferve  them.  The 
former  fucceeded  in  refcuing  a  lit¬ 
tle  girl,  about  nine  years  old,  niece 
to  Mrs.  Smith.  The  maid-lervant, 
who  had  got  out  of  the  garret-win¬ 
dow,  and  climbed  to  the  roof  of 
the  houfe,  was  brought  down  by 
the  latter.  Robinfon,  a  waggoner, 
who  firfi  difcovered  the  fire, 
afcended  a  ladder,  with  the  intent 
of  bringing  down  Mrs.  Smith  ;  but 
fo  extreme  washer  trepidation,  that 
(he  was  incapable  of  ufing  any  ex¬ 
ertion,  and  it  became  necefiary  to 
drag  her  from  the  window  by 
force  ;  in  doing  which,  owing  to 
her  convulfive  druggies,  fhe  fell 
upon  the  pavement  below,  but  mi- 
raculoufly  without  having  any 
bones  broken.  Almofi  at  the  fame 
infiant,  two  young  ladies,  Mifs 
Williams  and  Mifs  Wilkinfon,  ren¬ 
dered  frantic  by  terror,  precipi¬ 
tated  themfelves  from  the  window 
into  the  ftreet,  and  were  fo  feverely 
bruifed,  that  doubt  was  long  enter¬ 
tained  of  their  recovery,  as  well  as 
of  that  of  Mrs.  Smith.  Two  ami¬ 
able  young  ladies,  Mifs  Woolmer, 
aged  19,  whofe  parents  relide  at 
Hornchurch,  and  Mifs  Eve,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  C.  Eve,  of  Barnifh-Viall, 
became  victims  to  the  devouring 
element.  Notwithftanding  the 

moll 
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mod  ffrenuous  exertions  of  the  po¬ 
pulace,  and  the  foldiers  rrom  the 
garrifon,  by  fix  o’clock  the  houfes 
of  Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Peck,  drug- 
g-ifb,  and  Mr.  Hill,  fiioemaker,  ad¬ 
joining,  were  totally  dellroyed  ; 
and  thofe  of  Mr.  Rood,  plafterer, 
and  Mr.  Nadi,  hair-dreffer,  were 
fo  greatly  damaged,  that  they  mull 
be  rebuilt., 

^  ^  j  About  fix  this  evening, 

an  alarming  fire  broke  out 
in  the  newly'-erefted  flour. mill,  at 
Starry,  near  Canterbury,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Sampfon  Kingsford,  which, 
from  the  wind  being  high,  and  the 
nature  of  the  materials  of  which  it 
was  conllrudled,  burnt  fo  rapidly, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  .three  hours  it 
was  wholly  deftroyed,  together 
with  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  and 
flour. 

■  Whitjla ble . — A  fmack  belonging 
to  Queenborough,  bound  to  Faver- 
fham,  laden  with  king’s  ftores, 
was  driven  on  fhore  on  the  Pol¬ 
lard,  on  the  24th  infl.  The  crew 
and  paffengers  confided  of  four 
men,  two  boys,  and  one  woman, 
the  captain’s  wife.  They  got  the 
boat  out ;  and  the  captain,  his  wife, 
and  boy,  got  into  it,  and  put  off  for 
the  ihore.  At  a  fmall  diflance 
from  the  veffel,  the  boat  ftove,  and 
the  captain  regained  the  fmack  ; 
but  his  wife  and  the  boy  perifhed. 
He  remained  on  board  with  the 
red  of  the  crew  until  morning. 
The  veffel  being  nearly  dry,  they 
left  her,  and  walked  afhore,  with 
the  exception  of  the  owner,  who 
per  idled  through  extreme  cold. 
The  woman  and  boy  have  been 
picked  up.  The  dillrefs  of  the 
captain  has  been  great:  he  had 
been  married  only  a  week,  and  was 
bringing  his  bride  to  Faverdiam, 
tq  introduce  her  to  his  friends. 
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John  Baker,  James  Baker,  , 
Benjamin  Baker,  and  three  ^  9 
others,  were  indifted  for  affaulting 
the  Rev.  H.  Williams,  and  keeping 
him  in  imprifonment  the  whole  of 
the  night  of  Sunday,  the  20th  of 
December,  and  making  him  fign  a 
promife  to  pay  £l.  as  a  confidera- 
tion  for  being  releafed. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was 
called,  fie  was  a  young  man,  and 
told  the  following  extraordinary 
tale  :  he  faid  he  was  curate  of  the 
parifh  of  Kirtford,  and  that  he  per¬ 
mitted  John  Baker  to  live  in  the 
vicarage-houfe  with  him,  who,  in 
return,  performed  little  domeftic 
fervices  for  him.  On  Sunday, 
December  20,  after  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  clerical  duties,  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  and  hearing  a  great 
noife  in  the  kitchen,  he  fent  for 
John  Baker  to  come  to  him  in 
the  parlour,  and  remonffrated  with 
him.  Baker  upon  this  grew  very 
infoienr,  clenched  both  his  fills, 
and  thruft  them  in  a  menacing 
manner  in  his  face.  Upon  this  he 
faid  he  was  alarmed,  and  feeing  an 
old  gun  in  a  corner,  which  he  knew 
to  be  unloaded,  he  took  it  up  with 
a  view  to  defend  himfelf,  when 
Baker  feized  him,  and  beat  him  to 
the  ground  ;  he  was  joined  by  the 
other  two  Bakers,  who  dragged 
him  out  of  doors  to  the  green,  on 
which  there  were  feveral  people, 
fome  of  whom  cried  out,  (<  give  it 
him  well.,,  They  afterwards 
dragged  him  to  the  public-houfe, 
and  made  him  fit  down  in  a  little 
room. .  After  he  had  been  there  a 
fhort  time,  he  ran  out,  and  efcaped 
about  loo  yards ;  but  James  and 
Benjamin  Baker  purfued  hina,  and 
forced  him  to  return  to  the  houfe  ; 
here  they  kept  him  all  night,  and 
fung  profane  and  indecent  fongs  in 


his  hearing.  In  the  morning  they 
faid  they  would  take  him  before  a 
magiftrate  ;  but  by  his  intreaties, 
they  permitted  him  to  go  home  and 
change  his  clothes.  Eidridge  and 
Hillyer  accompanied  him  ;  and 
they  frightened  him  by  telling  him, 
that  he  had  committed  a  tranf- 
portable  offence,  by  having  taken 
the  old  gun.  He  was  fo  much 
alarmed,  that  he  was  induced  to 
iign  a  promife  to  give  them  five 
pounds,  if  they  would  let  him  go. 

On  his  crofs. examination,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  he  had  a&ually  point¬ 
ed  the  gun  at  Baker,  and  that  he 
figned  the  paper,  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  his  own  dilation,  as  a  com- 
pronufe  for  an  affault,  which  he 
acknowledged  he  had  committed 
on  Baker.  He  alfo  contradicted 
himfelf  in  fo  many  particulars,  that 
the  jury  immediately  found  the 
prifoners— Not  guilty. 

o  ,  A  fatal  accident  happen¬ 
ed  this  day  in  Wych-ftreet. 
The  wheel  of  a  coal  waggon  caught 
a  ladder,  on  which  a  man  was  re¬ 
pairing  the  front  of  a  houfe,  and  by 
the  turning  of  the  ladder,  he  was 
precipitated  on  the  pavement  from 
the  third  (lory.  The  poorfufferer 
was  taken  to  the  hofpital,  but  fur- 
vived  only  a  fhort  time. 

,  A  remarkable  occurrence 
*  took  place  at  Spithead.  A 
man,  belonging  to  the  Salcette  fri¬ 
gate  was  fentenced  to  be  flogged 
through  the  fleet  for  thieving. 
The  boats  from  all  the  men-of- 
war,  as  is  cuftomary  upon  thofe  oc- 
eafions,  were  affembled  \  when,  at 
the  moment  the  punifhment  was 
about  to  be  infli&ed,  he  jumped 
overboard,  and  was  never  after¬ 
wards  feen.  It  is  conjectured  he 
had  previoufly  concealed  fome  (hot 
in  his  pockets,  to  prevent  the  pof- 


Q  J 
*■ 

Ability  of  riling  again  in  the 
water. 

( From  a  Jamaica  Paper. J  iC  I 
witneffed  on  Monday  lafl,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Elizabeth,  the  molt 
horrid  and  moft  cruel  fight  that 
probably  ever  was  feen  before. 
Mr.  James  Jennings,  who  was  fet¬ 
tling  a  coffee  plantation  about 
three  miles  from  this,  had  his 
throat  cut ;  his  houfe-keeper,  a 
Sambo  woman,  had  her  head  fe¬ 
vered  from  her  body  ;  their  el- 
deft  daughter, about  eight  years  old, 
her  throat  cut ;  the  next  boy,  about 
fix,  his  throat  cut  and  fealped  ;  the 
third,  a  fucking  child,  ftrangled  ; 
and  a  black  child,  about  fix,  his 
throat  cut  and  fealped  ;  there  is 
alfo  one  of  Mr.  Jennings’s  brown, 
children  miffing,  about  three  years 
old,  which,  there  is  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  has  fhared  the  fame  fate, 
as  it  was  feen  in  company  with 
the  others  the  day  before  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  lives  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  ;  and  the  murderers,  to  com¬ 
plete  their  barbarity,  cut  the  throat 
of  a  milch-goat,  which  they  left 
weltering  in  its  blood  along  with 
the  other  dead  bodies.  Thefe  cruel 
and  barbarous  murders  were  com¬ 
mitted  on  Sunday,  the  day  before 
I  faw  them,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
done  by  fix  Coroman  tee  negro- 
men,  pur  chafed  by  Mr.  Jennings 
about  fix  months  ago.  We  under- 
ffiand  that  one  of  the  above  negroes 
was  difeovered  in  the  woods,  by  a 
party  of  negroes  who  were  fent  in 
purfuit  of  them.  They  found  him 
afleep,  and  we  underftand  fliot  him 
on  the  fpot ;  his  head  was  after¬ 
wards  cut  off  and  ftuck  on  a  pole. 
He  was  wrapped  in  the  clothes  of 
the  unfortunate  woman  they  had 
fo  cruelly  murdered,  and  her  neck¬ 
lace  was  tied  about  his  ancle.” 

Died, 
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Died.-  i  2  th .  George  Gregory , 
D.D.  author  of  feveral  refpe&able 
works. 

13th.  Aged  126*  near  Cully- 
backey,  in  Ireland,  Martha 
Hanna. 

25th.  In  her  ioift  year,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Stocks. 

Aged  107,  at  Tickhill,  near 
Doncafter,  Ann  Ellis. 


APRIL. 

,  Extra  Si  of  a  Letter  from 
^  *  Faajerf?amt- — u  A  boy,  who 
had  been  watching  crows,  on  his 
return  home  a  few  days  fince,  left 
his  gun  in  the  corner  of  the  room. 
A  little  fellow,  nine  years  old, 
running  into  the  room,  and  taking 
the  gun,  exclaimed,  f  Jce,  I  will 
fhoot  you  V  pulled  the  trigger, 
and  wounded  his  young  friend  in 
the  hand  and  thigh.  Two  gentle¬ 
men  riding  pall,  alighted,  and  gave 
every  aftiftance  in  their  power. 
One  of  them,  fhaki.ng  the  little  fel¬ 
low,  Laid  he  would  have  him 
hanged  ;  which  had  fuch  an  effect 
on  him,  that  the  next  morning  he 
was  unable  to  rife.  He  cried,  and 
hoped  Joe  would  get  better,  Ke 
was  allured  he  was  getting  better, 
and  that  he  might  go  and  fee  him  : 
he  did  fo,  and  appeared  more  eom- 
pofed  ;  but  his  feelings  were  too 
great  for  his  ftrength,  and  on 
Thurfday  morning  he  died.  The 
wounded  boy  is  now  walking 
about.” 

tp  Mr.  Lambert,  an  eminent 
4  *  Hock-broker,  put  an  end  to 
his  exiftence  by  fnooting  him* 
felf  with  a  piftol.  He  rode  to 
town  in  the  morning  from  his  villa 
in  the  country,  about  14  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  When  he  reached  his  hciufe 


in  Cornhill,  he  read  a  letter  pot 
into  his  hands  by  his  fervant, 
which  feemed  to  affe£b  him  much. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  complained  of 
fatigue  and  indifpofition,  and  faid 
he  would  retire  to  his  bed-room. 
He  did  fo,  and  was  found  there,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  dead,  with 
the  piftol  lying  by  him.  It  was 
fuppofed  that  the  piftol  was  fired 
about  eleven  o'clock,  but  no  report 
was  heard  by  the  fervants.  Mr.  L. 
it  appears,  was  under  confiderable 
embarraffments,  which  were  un¬ 
known  even  to  his  partner  or  fa¬ 
mily,  but  which  had  cccafioned  a 
deprefiion  of  fpirits  that  led  to  the' 
unhappy  cataftrophe.  On  a  minute 
examination  into  his  affairs,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  he  is  minus  to  the  amount 
of  60,000/.  and  upwards.  Mr. 
L.  left  behind  him  a  letter,  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  exculpate 
Mr.  C.  his  partner,  from  any  blame 
which'  might  be  imputed  to  him. 
The  deceafed  was  in  an  extenfive 
line  of  bufinefs ;  gave  elegant  en¬ 
tertainments  to  the  nobility  in  the 
country  ;  and  had  a  tafte  for  build¬ 
ing.  He  has  left  a  wife,  and  we 
believe  a  family.  The  coroner's 
inqueft  has  returned  a  verdifi  of— 
Lunacy. 

Yefterday  a  huge  ftone  fell 
from  the  fteeple  of  the  church 
of  St.  Mary,  Aldermanbury  ;  and 
this  day  a  large 'ftone  fell  from  one 
of  the  porticoes  of  St.  Paul’s  Ca¬ 
thedral  ;  but  without  doing  any 
mifchief.  About  one,  a  large 
fheet  of  lead  was  raifed,  by  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  from  off  the 
top  of  a  houfe  on  Ludgate-hilh  It 
fell  on  the  pavement  ;  in  its  Way 
it  broke  a  part  of  the  parapet  wall, 
which  fell  into  the  ftreet  with  a 
terrible  crafii  ;  but  no  perfon  was 
injured. 

Ship- 
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^  .  Shipwrecked  at  Tea,  by  the 
branding  of  the  (hip  Agatha, 
of  Lubcck,  in  a  florin,  not  far  from 
Memel,  Lord  Royflon,  eldeft  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  who  would 
have  been  24  years  old  had  he  lived 
till  the  7th  of  May,  and  promifed 
to  become  an  honour  to  his  houfe. 
He  left  Ireland  about  two  years 
ago  for  the  continent,  accompani¬ 
ed  by  two  fervants,  both  of  whom 
perffhed  with  him.  This  amiable 
and  accomplifhed  young  noble¬ 
man  had  been  above  four  years 
from  this  country  ;  and  not  one  of 
thofc  by  whom  he  was  accompa¬ 
nied  hasfurvived  him.  His  tutor, 
private  fecretary,  and  fleward,  all 
died  a  natural  death  fome  time 
fince;  and  his  other  attendants, 
together  with  the  companions  of 
his  tour,  funk  with  him  into  the 
watery  grave.  His  lordfhip  had 
twice,  fince  he  wrent  to  the  conti¬ 
nent,  narrowly  efcaped  being 
drowned.  In  the  courfe  of  lafl 
winter  he  went  down  in  a  fledge, 
and  was  refcued  by  a  Mr,  Poole, 
who  took  him  out  of  the  ice  by  the 
hair  of  the  head,  for  which  Mr.  P. 
was  handfomely  rewarded  by  Lord 
Hardwicke.  There  were  on  board 
19  paffengers,  of  whom  three  were 
children  and  fix  were  fervants;  and 
there  were  nine  belonging  to  the 
veffel.  The  following  were  wafhed 
overboard  and  drowned  :  Lord  Roy¬ 
flon  and  two  fervants ;  Colonel 
Pollen  and  one  fervant  ;  D.  T. 

Barclay,  from  Peterfburgh  ; - 

Kenny,  from  Riga  ;  - -  Becker, 

from  Hamburgh  ;  and  one  fervant, 
one  nurfe,  and  five  of  the  (hip’s 
crew.  Mr.  Focke,  of  Hamburgh, 
undone  fervant-maid,  died  on  board 
the  veffel  during  the  night  of  the 
7th  and  8th.  Of  thofe  who  were 
brought  on  fhore,  and  who  likewife 
Vol.  L*  ©r  Voir.  VIII,  New  S 


died,  were  one  failor  and  the 
youngefl  child  of  Mrs.  Barris. 
The  others  w  o  were  refcued  were, 
the  lady  of  Colonel  Pollen  ;  Mr. 
Holliday,  from  Peterfburgh;  Mrs. 
Barris,  with  two  children ;  M.  Pe¬ 
reira,  who  was  fent  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  charge  des  affaires  from 
Peterfburgh  to  Portugal,  and  who 
died  the  next  day,  in  confequence 
of  his  extraordinary  exertions ;  the 
captain  of  the  veffel  and  fervant, 
and  two  Tailors ;  in  all,  ten  fouls. — - 
Colonel  Pollen,  aforefaid,  wras  the 
only  fon  of  the  Rev.  George  P.  of 
Little  Bookham  in  Surry.  He 
was  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age* 
and,  poffeffing  a  fine  and  vigo¬ 
rous  underftanding,  highly  im¬ 
proved  by  education,  and  by  his 
very  extend  ve  and  interefling 
travels,  there  is  no  doubt,  if  he 
had  returned  to  his  native  country 
(as  he  was  attempting  to  do  when 
this  dreadful  accident  put  a  period 
to  all  his  hopes),  but  he  would 
have  proved  a  diflinguifhed  orna¬ 
ment  of  it.  His  fortune  would 
hare  been  large,  and  his  abilities 
and  his  experience  would  have 
amply  qualified  him  for  a  feat  in 
parliament.  In  1  796,  on  his  coming 
of  age,  he  oppofed  the  intereft  of 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  for  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  populous  borough 
of  Leominfler,  which  he  carried 
by  a  majority  oione,  He  afterwards 
raifed  a  regiment  of  fencibles  at 
his  own  expenfe,  for  the  fervice  of 
government,  and  attended  with  it 
on  its  being  ordered  to  Halifax,  in 
Nova  Scotia  ;  but  for  feveral  years 
he  has  been  conflantly  travelling 
on  the  continent.  At  St.  Peterfi 
burgh  he  married  one  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Sir  Charles  Gafcoigne  (filter 
to  theCountefs  of  Haddington,  now* 
married  to  Mr.  Dalrymple),  who 
axEgs  *  P  was 
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was  with  him  when  the  wreck  took 
place,  but  who  was  happily  faved. 
g  k  Mary  Chandley  convicted 
of  fetting  fire  to  her  matter's 
houfe,  in  Liverpool,  was  executed 
at  Lancafter..  She  was  19  years 
old,  and  fo  ignorant  of  religious 
duties  as  to  be  unable  to  repeat  the 
Lord's  prayer.  As  the  executioner 
was  putting  the  cap  over  her  face, 
fire  exclaimed,  (i  O  man!  I  never 
will  forgive  you  !"  and  herfhrieks 
were  very  loud  and  piercing. 

,  Charles  White,  a  notorious 

^  fwindler,  was  indittted  for 
breaking  out  of  Tothill- Fields 
Bridewell,  a  few  weeks  fince,  he 
having  been  fully  committed  for 
fraud. 

The  prifoner  had  been  tried  and 
.acquitted  on  no  lefs  than  four  in- 
dhftments  during  the  prefent  fef- 
lions,  by  points  of  law  ;  and  on  be¬ 
ing  arraigned  for  this  offence,  he  at . 
firft  pleaded  guilty,  but afterv/ards 
recalled  his  plea  and  took  his  trial, 
which  difclofed  fome  curious  cir- 
eumttances.  It  appeared  that  the 
prifoner  had  broke  out  of  Bride¬ 
well  by  forcing  an  iron  bar,  and  he 
was  afterwards  heard  of  at  Strat¬ 
ford,  where  Anthony  the  officer  and 
the  prifon- keeper  of  Tothill-ftelds 
went  to  feeure  him. 

The  prifoner  made  a  flout  refin¬ 
ance,  and,  together  with  a  fero¬ 
cious  bull-dog,  kept  the  officers  at  a 
diflance  for  foine  time  ;  but  alter  an 
attack  was  made,  the  dogfeizedhis 
matter  on  the  body,  and  very  much 
maimed  him.  After  he  had  loofed 
his  hold,  he  feized  Anthony  by  the 
hip,  and  the  officer  being  within 
*each  of  a  knife,  which  he  took  off 
the  counter  of  a  chandler’s  fhop, 
he  cut  the  throat  of  the  dog,  and 
releafed  himfelf.  The  prifoner  was 
-  at  length  fecured.  The  warrant  of 


commitment  was  produced,  and  the 
prifoner  was  convifted. 

Extraordinary  Vcdejirianifm. — It 
has  beenftated  that  a  Mr.  Paul  had 
matched  himfelf  for  100  guineas, 
on  the  firft  event,  and  50  guineas 
on  the  fecond,  to  go  from  Knightf- 
bridge  to  a  fpot  near  Windfor  in 
two  hours  and  a  half,  a  diftance  of 
fomething  more  than  20  miles,  and 
to  return  to  Knightfbridge  in  three 
hours  within  twelve  hours.  The 
pedeftrian  ftarted  at  eight  o'clock 
on  Wednefday  morning,  walked  9 
miles  within  the  firft  hour,  and  had 
arrived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
Slough  at  the  expiration  of  the 
fecondhour.  He  then  had  two  miles 
and  three-quarters  to  walk  in  the 
other  half-hour,  which  he  did  with 
eafe.  After  lying  on  a  ftraw  bed 
between  blankets  four  hours,  the 
pedeftrian  ftarted  on  the  next  match 
to  return  in  three  hours,  but  the 
rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  he  went 
feven  miles  in  the  firft  hour  with 
an  umbrella.  He  would,  in  fair 
weather,  doubtlefs  have  won  both 
matches,  but  on  his  arrival  on  the 
fecond,  at  Hounflow  Heath,  with 
wind  and  weather  againft  him,  he 
prudently  refigned,  winning  50 
guineas  by  his  day’s  fatigue. 

Lately,  a  very  valuable  mare,  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Padmore,  farmer, 
near  Hawarden,  Flintfhire,  was 
fuddenly  taken  ill,  after  drinking 
fome  water  in  a  pond,  and  all  efforts 
to  get  her  to  fwallow  any  thing 
proved  ineffectual.  She  fwelled  re¬ 
markably  large,  and  lived  two  or 
three  days  in  the  mod  excruciating 
agony,  when  fhe  died.  On  open- 
tog  her,  nothing  was  found  in  her 
bowels  that  could  occafion  her 
death  j  but,  on  cutting  open  the 
windpipe,  a  large  toad  was  difco- 
vered  alive ! — which  fhe  isfuppofed 

ta 
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£o  have  taken  into  that  orifice  on 
drinking  the  water. 

A  lady  in  Virginia,  of  the  name 
of  Owen,  was  fometime  fince  bitten 
by  a  fpider.  The  moH  violent 
pain  refulted  from  the  wound,  fly¬ 
ing  with  an  irregular  and  rapid  al¬ 
ternation  through  every  part  of 
her  frame.  She  was  cured  by  co¬ 
pious  bleeding  ;  64  ounces  of 

blood  having  been  taken  in  24 
hours.  Another  lady  alfo  was 
faved  by  a  flmilar  procefs, 

1  At  Stafford  aflizes,  on 
•  Monday  laft,  William 
Hawkefwood  was  found  guilty  of 
poifoning  his  mailer,  Mr.  Parker, 
of  Swindon,  in  Staffordlhire,  by 
adminiftering  to  him  poifon  (cor- 
roflve  fublimate),  in  a  cup  of  camo¬ 
mile  tea.  The  prifoner,  when  called 
upon  for  his  defence,  offered  a  writ¬ 
ten  paper  wherein  he  acknowledged 
his  having  adminiflered  the  poifon, 
without  the  knowledge  of  any 
other  perfon,  but  that  he  did  not 
doit  with  an  intention  of  injuring 
any  one  ;  that  he  thereby  meant  it 
as  a  “  trick  upon  the  old  woman, 
the  houfekeeper.”  He  alfo  fpoke 
very  highly  of  his  mailer’s  (the 
deceafed)  kindnefs  towards  him. 
The  prifoner  was  found  guilty,  and 
executed  on  Wednefday  morning. 

This  day  Mr.  B.  Goldfmid,  the 
celebrated  money  broker  and  con- 
tradlor,  put  an  end  to  his  exillence, 
at  his  manflon  at  Roehampton,  by 
hanging  himfelf  with  a  cord, 
which  was  fufpended  from  the 
teller  of  the  bed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
enabling  him  to  turn  himfelf  round 
in  his  fits  of  the  gout,  with  which 
he  had  been  much  affl idled.  The 
verdidl  was  lunacy.  He  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  died  worth  half  a 
million. 

The  late  king  of  Sweden,  a  few 


hours  previous  to  his  demife,  order¬ 
ed  that  a  large  colle&ion  of  papers 
in  his  own  hand-writing,  fhould  be 
depofited  in  an  iron  c’nefl,  under 
three  keys,  and  placed  in  a  certain 
department  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Upfal,  with  a  Uriel  injunft ion  that 
the  cheft  fhould  not  be  opened  till 
the  end  of  twenty  years  after  his 
death.  It  is  fuppofed  thefe  papers 
contain  fome  very  interelling  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  Hate  of  Europe  at  the 
time  that  prince  died. 

The  late 
E/q. — 'An  i 

upon  the  body  of  the  late  James 
Pauli,  Efq.  at  his  houfe.  No.  2, 
Charles-ftreet,  St.  James’s-fquare. 
The  firll  witnefs  called  was  the 
butler,  Mr.  Pauli’s  confidential 
fervant.  He  Hated,  that  a  great 
alteration  had  taken  place  for  fe- 
veral  months  in  the  condudl  of  his 
mailer.  His  orders  were  fre¬ 
quently  coatradiftory  — he  was 
irrefolute,  flu&uating,  and  de~ 
prefled  in  fpirits.  The  change  was 
fo  remarkable  as  to  be  perceived 
by  every  one  acquainted  with  his 
mailer,  who,  he  was  convinced,  was 
very  much  difordered  in  his  under- 
Handing.  About  half  after  four  on 
Friday,  knowing  that  Mr.  Pauli 
was  engaged  to  dine  out,  he  went 
up  to  his  bed- room,  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  reminded  him  of  the  en¬ 
gagement.  The  anfwer  was,  he 
fhould  be  rung  for  flhortly.  Hav¬ 
ing  remained  below  for  fome  time* 
he  was  alarmed  by  the  fereams  of 
the  fervant  maid,  who  had  attended 
Mr.  Pauli  in  his  long  illnefs.  He 
inflantly  returned  to  the  bed-room, 
which  he  entered,  and  found  his 
inaHer  weltering  in  his  blood,  re¬ 
clining  upon  the  bed, with  his  throat 
completely  fevered  from  ear  to  ear, 
a  vein  opened  in  his  right  arm,  and 

*  D  2  another 
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another  wound  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  arm.  He  faid  Mr.  Paul!  was 
left-handed.  He  found  near  the 
bed,  a  bafon,  on  his  drefiing  table, 
nearly  two  thirds  full  of  blood,  a 
razor,  and  a  lancet,  both  of  which 
were  bloody.  He  loft  no  time  in 
fending  for  furgeon  Brodie,  who 
had  attended  his  mafter  during  his 
late  illnefs. 

Surgeon  Brodie  depofed,  that 
having  attended  Mr.  Pauli  in  his 
long  illnefs,  he  had  many  opportu¬ 
nities  of  obferving  both  then  and 
from  that  time  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  in  his  mind.  He 
was  perfectly  convinced  that  his 
intellects  had  undergone  a  material 
derangement  ;  and  ftated,  that  his 
death  was  caufed  by  the  wounds 
which  had  been  inftiCted  on  Friday. 
The  teftimony  of  Mr.  Brodie,  as  to 
the  derangement  of  his  mind,  was 
fully  confirmed  by  Mr.  Pauli’s 
friends,  Mr.  Sloper  and  Mr.  But¬ 
ler. 

The  fervant-maid,  who  difcover- 
ed  Mr,  Pauli  in  the  dreadful  fitua- 
tion  defcribed,  was  next  called. 
She  faid  that,  knowing  her  mafter 
was  to  dine  out,  fhe  went  to  call 
him,  between  four  and  five.  She 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  was  an- 
fvveredby  him,  in  a  very  faint  voice, 
that  he  would  ring  prefen tly.  She 
was  much  affedted  at  the  tone  in 
which  he  fpoke,  and  recolleCled 
his  late  alteration  in  condud,  and 
more  particularly  what  he  had  faid 
to  her  fome  days  before,  when,  ex- 
prefiing  his  concern  for  the  great 
trouble  he  had  given  her,  he  added, 

an  end  will  be  fhortiy  put  to  it 
al  1 . y *  She  acquainted  the  butler 
with  her  fears,  and  determined  to 
go  into  the  bed-chamber  by  a  fide- 
door,  which  opqned  from  a  dreff- 
ing  clofet.  She  accordingly  went 


up  again,  and  having  entered  that 
way,  file  found  her  mafter  in  the 
fttuation  defcribed  by  the  butler, 
whom  (he  called  up  by  her  fh ricks, 
and  fcreams.  The  jury,  after  a 
lhort  deliberation,  returned  a  ver- 
did  of — Lunacy . 

Sleeping  Beauty*— Sarah  Smith, 
the  young  woman  who  flept  at 
Cuckfteld  nine  days  in  Auguft  laft, 
namely,  from  the  15  th  to  the  23d 
of  that  month,  has,  fmce  that  time, 
had  frequent  fleeps  for  feveral  days 
and  nights,  without  the  poflibility 
of  being  awakened.  This  extraor¬ 
dinary  female  has  lately  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  fon  of  Mars. 

a  decree  of  this  day, 
Bonaparte  has  ordered  the 
execution  of  the  meafures  de¬ 
termined  on  at  Paris  in  December 
laft  refpeding  the  Jews.  A  fyna- 
gogueand  Il’raelite  coofiftory  is  to 
be  eftablifhed  for  every  2000  Jews* 
but  there  can  be  only  one  confif- 
torial  fynagogue  for  a  department* 
The  confiftory  is  to  fuperintend 
the  rabbis,  and  fee  that  their  teach¬ 
ing  be  conformable  to  thedodrines 
of  the  grand  Sanhedrim.  They 
are  to  give  information  refpeding 
the  Jewftfh  confcripts  of  their  dif- 
trids.  Every  Jew  who  wifhes  to 
fettle  in  France  or  Italy,  mu  ft  giVTe 
three  months  previous  notice  to  the 
neareft  confiftory.  There  is  to  be 
a  central  confiftory  at  Paris  :  each 
confiftory  is  to  have  a  grand  rabbi, 
eleded  by  25  notables.  The  rab¬ 
bis  of  the  central  confiftory  are  to 
have  a  falary  of  6000  francs ;  thofe 
of  the  confiftorial  fycagogue  7000  ; 
and  the  other  rabbis  are  not  to  have 
lefs  than  1000  francs. 

Another  imperial  decree,  dated 
the  17  th,  annuls  all  obligations  for 
loans  made  by  Jews  to  minors, 
without  the  fkn&ion  of  their  guar¬ 
dians  ; 
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dians ;  to  married  women,  without 
the  confent  of  their  hufbands ;  or  to 
military  men,  without  the  authority 
of  their  fuperior  officers.  Bills 
granted  by  French  fubjefts  to  Jews 
cannot  be  demanded,  unlefs  the 
holders  prove  that  full  value  was 
given,  without  any  fraud.  All 
debts  accumulated  by  intereft 
above  3  per  cent,  are  to  be  reduced 
by  the  courts  of  law.  If  the  intereft 
growing  on  the  capital  exceed  23 
per  cent,  the  contract  is  to  be  de¬ 
clared  ufurious.  After  the  ift  of 
July  next,  no  Jew  will  be  allowed 
to  trade  without  a  patent,  renew¬ 
able  annually.  This  patent  the 
prefers  are  not  to  grant  to  any  in¬ 
dividual,  until  he  produces  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  his  charafter,  teftifying 
that  he  is  no  ufurer.  No  Jew  not 
a&ually  domiciliated  in  the  de¬ 
partments  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Rhine  can  be  admitted  to  a  do¬ 
micile  there.  In  the  other  depart¬ 
ments  the  Jews  cannot  be  allowed 
to  fettle,  except  upon  the  condition 
of  their  purchafing  rural  property, 
and  abandoning  commerce.  Tire 
emperor  may,  however,  grant  to 
individuals  exceptions  from  this 
law.  The  Jews  of  the  confcription 
are  required  to  perform  perfonal 
fervice,  and  are  not  allowed  to  find 
fubflitutes.  Thefe  regulations  are 
to  be  continued  only  during  ten 
years,  in  the  hope  that  after  that 
period  there  will  be  no  difference 
between  the  moral  charade r  of  the 
Jews  and  other  citizens  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  If  the  contrary  fliould  ap¬ 
pear,  the  law  will  be  continued  in 
force. — The  Jews  of  Bourdeaux,  of 
the  Gironde,  and  the  Landes, 
having  given  no  caufe  for  com¬ 
plaint,  gre  not  made  fubjed  u  the 
above  regulations, 
t 


An  inqueft  was  held  this  , 
day  at  the  Queen’s  Head,  *. 
Iflington,  on  the  body  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Monicke,  furrier,  of 
Wardrobe-place,  Dodors  Com¬ 
mons,  who  was  found  dead,  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  in  a  ditch 
near  the  White  Conduit-houfe.  The 
jury  very  minutely  examined  it  : 
there  appeared  a  dreadful  cut  ori 
each  fide  of  the  throat,  and  four 
deep  cuts  on  the  left  wrift  ;  the 
left  eye  was  turned  black,  as  if  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  blow  or  fall ;  near 
feven  inches  of  a  pocket  handker*. 
chief  hung  out  of  the  mouth  ;  the 
handkerchief  round  the  neck  was 
very  tight,  the  hands  were  ele¬ 
vated  towards  the  throat,  and  the 

face  was  covered  with  blood :  it 

( 

was  one  of  the  moll  dreadful  fpec- 
tacles  ever  witneffed.  The  jury 
had  the  handkerchief  taken  out  of 
the  mouth,  which  was  effected  with 
difficulty,  and  were  near  twenty 
minutes  in  making  their  obferva- 
tions,  after  which  they  returned  to 
the  Queen’s  Head.  Several  gen¬ 
tlemen  attended  who  were  palling 
at  the  time  the  body  was  dif- 
covered.  After  examining  feveral 
witneffes,  the  jury  returned  a  ver- 
diiff,  <(  That  the  deceafed  had  come 
to  his  death  by  cutting  his  throat  at 
a  time  when  he  was  not  in  a  found 
ftate  of  mind.”  He  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  has  left  a  wife  and 
fix  children,  the  eldeft  only  nine 
years  of  age,  and  the  youngeft  only 
one  month  old.  When  he  left  his 
houfe  on  Saturday,  he  told  his 
wife  that  he  was  going  to  Finf- 
bury-fquare,  and  would  be  at  home 
by  ten  o’clock.  Two  (hillings  and 
l'ome  half-pence  were  found  in  his 
pockets.  Embarraffment  appears  to 
have  been  the  caufe  of  this  rafh  a<ft. 

The 
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,  The  ft\ow  was  this  day 
*  fo  deep  upon  Stanmore,  in 
Weftrnoreland,  as  to  render  it 
neceffary  to  cut  a  road  through 
it. 

•  George  Tapp,  alias 
3  *  Godbeare,  was  committed 

to  the  Devon  county  gaol,  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Robert  Leach. 
The  following  circumftances  which 
attended  the  eommiffion  of  this 
crime,  as  Angularly  premeditated  as 
it  was  inhuman,  have  been  confirm- 
ed  by  Tapp  fince  his  apprehenfion. 
It  appears,  that  the  prifoner  and  the 
deceafed  (the  former  a  taylor,  the 
latter  a  butcher,)  were  both  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  parifh  of  Morchard- 
bifhop,  about  thirteen  miles  from 
that  city,  and  lived  on  terms  of  the 
greatefl  intimacy. 

On  Sunday,  the  24th  of  April, 
they  were  feen  at  a  public-houfe  in 
the  village,  and  were  obferved  to 
quit  it  together  :  after  which  time 
Leach  was  miffing.  Various  en¬ 
quiries  were  made  refpeftlng  him  ; 
but  on  the  Friday  following,  his 
friends  being  alarmed  at  his  conti¬ 
nued  abfence,  inveifigared  more 
diligently  the  events  which  pre¬ 
ceded  his  fudden  departure  ;  when 
a  ftrong  fufpieion  fell  upon  Tapp* 
from  his  having  been  the  laft  per- 
fon  in  whofe  company  he  was  no¬ 
ticed,  and  from  his  being  obferved 
to  have  more  money  than  ufual  1 
added  to  which,  information  was 
given  by  a  neighbour,  that  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  the  24th  of 
April,  Tapp  wasobferved,  very  late 
at  night,  d  gging  a  pit  in  his  gar¬ 
den  ;  and,  on  being  queflioned  at 
the  time,  his  reafon  for  working 
there  at  fo  late  an  hour,  he  re¬ 
plied,  it  was  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  burying  fome  dung  to  make 
a  cucumber  bed. 


v  1 

On  thefe  grounds,  fearch  wai 
made  in  the  garden,  when,  fnock- 
ing  to  relate,  the  mangled  body  of 
Leach  was  found,  thrown  Into  the 
very  pit  which  appears  to  have 
been  previoufly  designed  for  its 
reception.  Tapp  was  immediately 
apprehended,  and,  when  in  cuftody, 
voluntarily  confeffed  his  crime, 
which  he  dated  to  have  committed 
in  the  following  manner  ; — That 
they  walked  together  from  the 
public  houfe  to  that  of  the  pri¬ 
foner,  and,  on  going  into  the  gar¬ 
den,  Leach  complained  of  a  pain  id 
his  head,  and  fat  himfelf  down  00 
a  fallen  tree  ;  that  while  he  was  in 
the  aft  cf  tying  a  handkerchief 
round  his  head,  Tapp  came  behind 
and  ft  ruck  him  a  violent  blow  with 
an  old  axe,  which  he  had  fitted  up 
for  the  purpofe,  repeating  his  blows 
till  he  had  ftnifbed  his  bloody  deed  ; 
that  after  taking  from  the  pockets 
of  the  deceafed  cafh  and  bills  to  the 
amount  of  about  fixty  pounds,  he 
threw  the  body  into  the  pit  he  had 
prepared  for  it ; — that  he  after¬ 
wards  burnt  the  handle  of  the  axe* 
and  put  the  iron  part  into  a  run¬ 
ning  ftream  to  wafh  off  the  blood. 
He  alfo  burnt  his  hat,  and  cut  off 
the  marks  of  blood  from  the  tree 
with  a  hook  —On  being  afked  how 
long  he  had  premeditated  the  mur¬ 
der,  he  replied,  about  a  week. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  had 
been  any  quarrel  whatever  between 
the  parties  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
ftrifteft  intimacy  exifted  between 
them.  There  had  been  fome 
money  tranfaftions,  in  which  the 
prifoner  was  confiderably  indebted 
to  the  deceafed.  Thefe,  added  to 
a  knowledge  of  his  having  property 
about  him,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
inftigated  him  to  the  eommiffion  of 
this  atrocious  murder. 


Tapp’s 
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.  •  Tapp's  mother  has  fince  been 
committed  as  an  accomplice. 

An  extraordinary  inundation  of 
the  river  Frome,  at  Bridal,  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  courfe  of  lad  week, 
occafioned  by  the  uncommon  fvvell 
of  frefh  water.  On  Wednefday 
the  waters  began  to  rife,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  night,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  city  was  inundated.  All 
the  avenues  and  places  adjacent, 
prefented  one  immenfe  fleet  of 
water,  in  many  places  four  feet 
high,  and  at  lead  three  feet  in  the 
center  of  feveral  dreets.  All  the  cel¬ 
lars  and  lower  apartments  were 
full,  and  the  inhabitants  obliged 
to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  upper 
dories.  Five  or  fix  boats  were  emu 
ployed  all  day  in  removing  the 
people,  and  carrying  provifions  to 
tnofe  who  were  obliged  to  remain. 
The  good„s  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Wear,  and  the  adjoining  (hops, 
were  either  fwept  away  or  da¬ 
maged  by  the  flood.  A  new  drong 
built  wall,  150  yards  in  extent, 
near  EarFs  Mead,  was  waflied 
down,  but  we  have  not  heard  of 
any  other  ferious  injury,  Friday 
the  waters  fubfided.  The  lands 
about  Stapleton  and  Bedminder 
were  overflowed,  and  the  canai 
dam  llightly  injured. 

Died.— At  Dalton  Percy,  Dur¬ 
ham,  Jofeph  Yeall,  aged  113. 

At  Ead  Stoneham,  Mrs.  Frick- 
er,  aged  iqi. 

In  St.  Nicholas’  Workhoufe, 
Durham,  Anne  Angus  aged  100. 

1 2th.  At  Whatley,  near  Frome, 
Farmer  William  Truman,  aged 
104. 

23d.  In  the  Wed  Bow,  Edin. 
burgh,  aged  100,  William  Rofs,  a 
Chelfea  Penfioner. 


MAY. 

A  fine  young  girl  of  five 
years  of  age  died  at  Glafgow, 
in  confequence  of  being  bit  about 
ten  days  ago,  while  aflecp,  by  rats, 
to  which  poifon  had  been  adminif- 
tered.  On  hearing  the  cries  of  the 
child,  her  parents  hurried  into  the 
apartment  where  die  ilept  with  a 
light,  but  not  before  the  voracious 
animals  had fucceeded  in  abft  rafting 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood 
from  different  parts  of  the  body. 
Medical  aflidance  was  immediately 
procured;  but,  owing  to  the  virus 
of  the  poifon  having  affefted  the 
blood,  every  effort  for  redoring  the 
little  fufferer  to  health  proved  in¬ 
effectual,  and  fhe  expired  in  great 
agony,  exhibiting  all  the  fymp- 
toms  incident  to  fuch  calamitous 
durations. 

At  the  poor-houfe,  Stoke 
upon  Trent,  Hannah  Bourne,  a 
deformed  dwarf,  meafuring  only  25 
inches  in  height,  was,  after  a  very 
difficult  and  tedious  labour,  fafely 
delivered  of  a  female  child,  of  the 
ordinary  fize,  meafuring  21  inches 
and  a  half,  being  only  3^  inches 
fhorter  than  the  mother.  The 
child  was  in  every  refpeft  perfeft, 
but  dill-born  ;  the  mother  is  likely 
to  do  well. 

A  horrid  murder  was  committed 
at  Thaw  Farm,  near  Drayton,  Dor- 
fet,  on  the  bodies  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sledger.  At  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  three  robbers  broke  into 
the  houfe,  and  bound  the  farmer 
and  his  wife  together  in  bed.  There 
was  only  a  maid  fervant  in  the 
houfe,  who  efcaped,  and  procured 
affidance  ;  but  on  its  arrival  the 
poor  old  man  and  woman  were 

found 
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found  dead  and  mangled  in  a  {book¬ 
ing  manner.  Their  ages  amounted 
to  120  years ;  they  were  unable 
to  make  refidance,  and  the  houfe 
was  completely  plundered.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  information  of  the 
fervant,  one  of  the  villians  worked 
on  the  farm,  and  he  has  decamped. 

A  lingular  indace  of  canine  fa- 
gacity  occurred  a  few  days  fince 
in  the  Thames  below  Blackwall  : 
Mr.  Turnbull,  the  mader  of  a 
coafting  trader,  kept  a  Newfound¬ 
land  dog  on  board.  Whenever  the 
veflel  dropt  anchor  in  the  river,  the 
dog  fwam  to  fhore,  and  generally 
fwam  onboard  again  thefame even¬ 
ing.  Having  recently  attempted  to 
get  to  the  {hip  in  his  ufual  way,  the 
tide  drifted  him  with  fo  much  velo¬ 
city,  that  he  could  not  reach  the 
veflel ;  he  was  confequently  forced 
to  re-land,  and  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  who  witneffed  the  fa- 
gacity  of  the  animal,  he  went  near 
half  a  mile  from  the  fpot  where  he 
had  firft  darted  up  the  bank,  and 
by  fwimming  acrofs  the  dream, 
made  an  angle,  which  enabled  him 
to  gain  the  (hip.  The  mailer  of 
the  dog  does  not  fay  the  animal 
is  a  mathematician,  but  he  afferts, 
with  reference  to  this  indance  of 
fagacity,  that  no  waterman  on  the 
fiver  could  have  reached  the  fh  ip 
with  more  judgment. 

At  this  period  of  the  year  it  is 
very  uncommon  to  experience  fuch 
feverity  and  change  of  weather  as 
has  been  for  the  lad  ten  days.  .The 
fall  of  fnow  during  the  lad  week 
was  almod  general  throughout  the 
country.  Accounts  from  Cam- 
bridgelhire,  Lincolnihire,  and  Scot¬ 
land,  mention  that  it  lay  on  the 
ground  for  two  days. 

,  A  litter  of  fix  young  foxes 

®  *  was  a  few  days  fince  difco- 


vered  in  the  ivy  over  one  of  the 
gateways  of  Warwick  Cadle. 

About  half  pad  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night, 
the  houfe  of  Wright  Izzard,  of 
Great  Paxton,  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  was  broken  into,  and 
Ann  Izzard,  his  wife,  was  drag¬ 
ged  out  of  bed  by  a  man,  at  pre- 
fent  unknown,  who,  with  the 
affidance  of  two  other  men,  with 
great  violence  forced  her  into  the 
yard  without  any  clothes  on  ;  here 
a  mod  barbarous  aifault  was  com. 
mitted  upon  her  perfon  by  three 
women,  aided  and  abetted  by  fe~ 
veral  men  :  her  head  was  injured 
by  the  pin  or  dick  which  fadened 
the  door  on  the  infide  ;  fhe  received 
a  wound  under  her  right  eye  ;  her 
right  bread  was  very  much  bruifed, 
whild  her  arms  and  legs  and  other 
parts  of  her  body  were  lacerated 
with  pins  or  fome  {harp  pointed  in- 
druments,  till  they  were  literally 
covered  with  blood.  On  the  next 
evening  an  aflault,  very  nearly  fi- 
milar,  was  again  made  upon  her. 
The  parties  offending  were  brought 
before  the  bench  of  magidrates  of 
Huntingdon  on  Saturday  fe’nnight, 
and  were  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  to  appear  at  theenfuing 
aflizes,  to  anfwer  the  charges 
which  fhall  then  be  preferred 
againd  them. 

Cn  Monday  fe’nnight  died, 
to  the  ine.xpredible  grief  of 
the  grunting  amateurs ,  on  its  road 
to  the  metropolis,  where  it  was  to 
be  exhibited,  the  remarkable  Lin- 
colndiire  fat  pig.  This  wonderful 
animal  was  the  property  of  Mr. 
Gardiner,  of  Elfham  Lodge,  near 
Erigg,  by  whom  it  was  bred.  It 
was  at  the  time  of  its  death  about 
two  years  and  a  half  old.  It  mea- 
fured  in  length  fix  feet  3  height  two 
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feet  four  inches ;  width  acrofs  the 
Ihoulders,  two  feet  four  inches ; 
girth  feven  feet  ;  and  the  circum- 
ference  of  its  neck  five  feet  and  a 
half.  It  was  fuppofed  to  weigh 
upwards  of  fifty  done,  and  was 
certainly  one  of  the  greateji  natural 
curiofities  of  the  kind  ever  feen  in 
this  country. 

Coroner's  Inqneft. — A  fhocking 
accident  befel  the  lady  of  W.  G. 
Althorpe,  efq.  of  Clewer,  Surrey, 
laft  Monday  night  : — Mrs,  Al¬ 
thorpe,  her  fon,  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  had  returned  home  from  a 
vifit,  at  half  aftdr  eleven  o’clock, 
when  the  former  went  into  her  bed¬ 
room,  leaving  her  family  in  the 
drawing-room  underneath.  The 
Ihrieks  of  the  mother  alarmed  her 
children,  and  on  their  haftening  up 
Hairs,  Mrs.  A.  was  lying  on  the 
floor  with  her  garments  literally  re¬ 
duced  to  tinder.  Surgical  aid  was 
as  quick  as  poflible  adminiftered  to 
the  unfortunate  lady,  who  died  in 
about  three  hours  after  the  acci¬ 
dent  happened;  fhe  had,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  Hood  too  clofe  to  the  fire, 
which  caught  her  light  garments, 
and  which  were  confirmed  in  a  very 
few  seconds.  The  verdict  was — 
Accidental  Death .  The  deceafed 
has  left  eight  children  to  bewail 
her  lofs. 

On  Tuefday  laH,  Mr.  C.  Bur¬ 
ton,  Heward  to  John  Gurney,  efq. 
of  Farlham,  perceived  a  lamb, 
which  had  loft  its  ewe,  lying  dead, 
with  its  neck  bloody,  and  its  eyes 
out  ;  it  was  quite  well  at  dufk  the 
preceding  evening;  he  took  it 
home,  and  found  it  to  have  afmall 
hole  in  its  neck,  about  the  fize  of 
a  goofe  quill,  and  juft  below  it  a 
fmall  place  about  the  fize  of  a  fix- 
pence  with  the  wool  off.  On  look¬ 
ing  amongft  the  others,  he  found 


there  were  two  more  living,  and 
following  their  dams  with  their 
necks  bloody,  and  in  the  fame 
Hate  as  the  dead  one.  The  fmall 
ones  of  the  other  two  died.  In  the 
afternoon,  Mr.  John  Scarnell,  a 
near  neighbour,  fent  down  to  him 
a  large  male  cat,  as  judging  him  to 
be  the  murderer  by  the  following 
circumftances :  His  fervants  having 
two  kittens  in  the  hay -loft,  near 
half-grown,  and  not  having  feen 
them  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  one 
of  the  men  went  up  to  fee  if  he 
could  find  them,  this  cat  was  found 
lying  by  them  ;  he  fhut  the  door 
and  fecured  him.  On  taking  the 
kittens,  they  were  found  to  be 
fucked  juft  under  the  ear,  in  the 
fame  way  as  the  lambs  were,  and  one 
of  them  having  the  hind  part  and 
half  the  body,  with  its  infide,  eaten 
up.  Mr.  Burton  had  obferved, 
when  the  ground  was  covered  by 
fnow,  the  footing  of  a  cat  quite 
around  the  turnips,  and  among  the 
ewes  and  lambs ;  but  yet  never 
thought  that  a  cat  would  interrupt 
the  lambs. 


icth. 


Dover. — A  fire  broke  out 


on  Tuefday  afternoon  in 
the  warehoufe  of  Meffrs.  Fedor 
and  Co.  adjoining  the  ordnance 
ftorehoufes  and  buildings,  through 
the  careleffnefs  of  fome  people  em¬ 
ployed  in  coopering  fome  calks  of 
turpentine,  throwing  the  fnufF  of 
a  lighted  candle  on  the  floor,  which 
caught  fome  oakum  that  had  been 
wetted  with  turpentine  :  it  was 
prevented  from  blazing  for  fome 
time  by  about  120  bags  of  wool  in 
a  loft  over  where  the  fire  com¬ 
menced  ;  but  the  flames  having  at 
length  reached  many  calks  of  tur¬ 
pentine,  it  burft  forth  with  a  fury 
nothing  could  refill:.  The  whole 
range  of  ftorehoufes  of  Meffrs. 

Fedor, 
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Fedor,  which  fronted  the  York 
Houfe,  are  entirely  deftroyed,  with 
a  very  large  quantity  of  prize 
goods  taken  from  the  Danifh  fhips  ; 
the  Ordnance  ftorehoufe,  at  the 
back  of  the  ftofekeepeFs  houfe,  is 
alfo  entirely  confumed,  and  many  of 
the  adjoining  buildings  much  da¬ 
maged.  A  Greek  fhip  at  the  quay 
was  alfo  damaged.  Some  of  the 
adjoining  buildings  were  depofito* 
ties  for  Mr*  Congreve's  rockets 
and  other  combuftibles,  which  could 
hot  all  be  got  out,  and  fevers!  ex~ 
plofions  took  place,  the  I  aft  of 
which  carried  away  the  roof,  raft¬ 
ers,  and  materials  of  the  buildings, 
and  caufed  great  alarm.  No  fur¬ 
ther  damage  was  however  done, 
and  the  fire  was  «ot  under  between 

O 

eight  and  nine  in  the  evening. 
The  lofs  is  fuppofed  to  exceed 
JOjOOCl. 

Mr.  Sparks,  who  has  a  large 
farm  near  Guildford,  had  upwards 
of  800  (Keep  together,  when  being 
affrighted  by  a  dog,  they  jumped 
into  an  adjoining  field,  which  is  on 
a  great  defcent,  and  they  followed 
each  other  over  the  gap  of  the 
hedge  fo  faft,  that  123  of  them 
Were  killed. 

The  Marquis  of  Stafford  has 
juft  completed,  at  Trentham,  a 
building  of  a  fmgular  confirmation, 
being  the  only  edifice  of  the  fort  in 
this  country.  It  is  a  cemetery, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Roman 
tombs,  and,  like  them,  is  fituated 
on  the  Load  fide.  The  building  is 
of  ftone,  of  the  faoft  durable  work- 
manfhip,  and  exhibits  a  ftyle  of 
grand  aTid  folid  architecture  highly 
expreflive  of  the  fubjeCt :  it  is  a 
fquare  40  feet  on  the  bafe,  and 
rifes  pyramidically  40  feet  high. 
The  infule  contains  40  catacombs, 
under  one  groined  arch  of  ftone  ; 


the  whole  is  lined  with  a  beautiful 
dark  and  highly  polifhed  marble. 

At  Bdvv-ftreet,  a  charge  , 
of  robbery  has  been  for 
feveral  days  under  the  inveftigation 
of  Mac  Reed  and  Mr.  Graham,  of 
an  extraordinary  nature.  Mr. 
Mac  Rae,  a  baker  of  Peter-ftreet, 
We  ft  min  Iter,  attended  before  Mr. 
Graham,  and  ftated,  that  on  the  iff 
of  February  at  eleven  at  night,  he  had 
been  robbed  by  three  men,  on  W eft* 
minfter-bridge,  of  his  pocket-book, 
containing  1 50I.  and  he  knew 
where  to  find  one  of  the  robbers. 
The  magiftrates  diredled  Hum* 
phries  to  attend  Mr.  Mac  Rae, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and 
went  early  on  Sunday  morning  to 
Deptford,  and  took  into  cuftody 
Mr,  Mac  Donald,  a  baker  of  that 
place.  On  the  examination  the 
profecutor  ftated  the  above,  and 
that  he  well  knew,  the  face  of  the 
prifoner,  having  often  had  dealings, 
with  him.  The  magiftrate  thought 
it  a  ft  range  thing  that  he  fliould 
know  the  prifoner  fo  well,  and 
where  to  find  him,  and  fhouldhave 
delayed  having  him  apprehended 
for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  The 
explanation  he  gave  of  his  condudt 
was,  that  the  prifoner  owed  him  a 
fum  of  money,  and  he  wifhed  to 
get  that  paid  before  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  him,  or  he  fnould  lofe  his  debt ; 
and  that  he  had,  a  few  days  pre¬ 
vious,  proinifed  the  balance  of  their 
accounts,  amounting  to  61. ;  after 
which  he  fent  the  prifoner  a  note, 
defiring  him  to  come  to  him,  re- 
fpefting  the  draw  (robbery)  he 
made  on  him  on  the  firft  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  prifoner  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  7th,  called  and  requeft- 
ed  an  explanation  of  the  note,  when 
a  violent  altercation  en fued.  Mr. 
Mac  Donald  was  admitted  to  bail. 

Dublin  r— 
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,  Dublin. — This  morning, 

1  ^  ’in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
the  attorney-general  (Mr.  Saurin) 
moved  the  court  on  the  part  of  the 
Earl  of  Limerick,  for  an  attach, 
ment  againft  Mr.  Wm.  Beaumont 
of  Sackville-llreet,  an  eminent  foil- 
citor  of  that  court,  and  againft  his 
wile,  Mrs.  Beaumont,  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  advifed  and 
procured  the  marriage  of  Mifs  Ed¬ 
wards,  Mrs.  Beaumont’s  daughter, 
by  a  former  hufband,  with  the  noble 
earl’s  eldeft  fon,  lord  Glentworth, 
who  is  a  minor  of  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  although  a  prohibi¬ 
tory  order  had  iffued  from  that 
court,  cautioning  them  againft  fuch 
proceeding,  and  that  the  fame 
would  be  confidered  as  a  high  con* 
tempt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaumont’s 
affidavits  were  afterwards  read,  in 
order  to  oppofe  this  application. 
Mr.  B.  admitted  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  intimacy  that  pre¬ 
vailed  between  lord  Glentworth 
and  his  daughter-in-law,  but  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  Carefully  ab- 
ftained  from  taking  any  ftep  to 
further  it.  Mrs.  Beaumont  admit¬ 
ted  (he  was  made  very  uneafy  by 
the  continuance  of  that  intimacy, 
which  had  become  the  topic  of 
public  converfation  ;  that  (he  had, 
in  confequence,  confulted  with 
fome  female  friends,  who  thought 
that  the  bufinefs  would  be  heft  fet¬ 
tled  by  a  marriage,  and  that  an  in* 
timation  to  that  efteft  fome  way  01- 
other,  though  not  ftricily  from  Mrs. 
Beaumont,  was  conveyed  to  the 
young  couple,  who,  it  was  admit¬ 
ted,  were  fince  married  at  Gretna- 
Green.  The  caufe  fhewn  againft 
the  attachment  was  allowed  as  to 
Mr.  Beaumont,  and  Mrs.  Beau¬ 
mont  was  ordered  to  anfvver  further 
perfonal  interrogatories  ;  the  at¬ 


tachment  was  not  to  iftue  in  the 
mean  time.  Mifs  Edwards,  now 
lady  Glentworth,  is  a  beautiful  girl 
of  17  years  of  age,  and  is  niece  to 
Sir  Jonas  Barrington.  The  court 
was  amazingly  crowded.  The 
duchefs  of  Richmond  was  accom¬ 
modated  with  a  feat  on  the  bench, 
and  near  her  were  arranged  all  the 
fafhion,  rank,  and  beauty  Dublin 
can  boaft.  The  marchionefs  of 
Donegal  and  Thomond,  lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Littlehales,  Lady  Edward  So- 
merfet,  lady  Denny  Floyd,  lady 
Roffmore,  lady  Cox,  &c.  &c. 

About  four  months  fince,  Mr. 
Bartlett,  of  the  Halfway- Houfes, 
died  fuddenly,  as  he  was  going  to 
receive  his  pay.  One  of  his  daugh¬ 
ters,  who  has  loft  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs,  upon  feeing  the  dead  body 
of  her  father  brought  into  the 
houfe,  received  fuch  a  fhock,  that, 
from  that  time,  fire  began  to  re¬ 
cover,  and  is  now  in  perfeft  health, 
and  has  the  full  ufe  of  her  limbs. 
She  attributes  her  recovery  to  the 
effeift  produced  on  her  frame  by  the 
fudden  death  of  her  father. — Hamp- 
Jhire  Telegraph . 

Prosecution  for  Heresy.— 

Confijiory  Court  of  the  Bifhop  of 

London.  Friday ,  May  13. 

Bijhop,  the  King’s  Frodifr,  v.  Stone. 

This  wRs  a  profecurion  inftituted 
by  h  is  majefty*s  procurator. gene¬ 
ral  on  behalf  uf  the  ftate,  againft 
the  Rev.  Francis  Stone,  clerk,  rec¬ 
tor  of  the  parifti  church  of  No*  ton, 
otherwife  Cold  Norton,  in  the 
county  of  Eftex,  on  the  alleged 
charges  of  having  preached  on  the 
8th  of  July,  18;  >6,  a  vibration  fer- 
mon,  in  the  parifti  church  of  Dan 
bury,  in  the  laid  county,  before  the 
arch-deacon  of  the  diocefe,  and 

afterwards 
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afterwards  printing  and  publifhing 
the  fame,  in  which  he  denied  the 
doftrine  of  the  miraculous  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  the  doc- 
trine  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
and  the  atonement  by  the  birth  and 
death  of  Chrift.  In  fupport  of 
thefe  charges,  the  teftimony  of  the 
arch-deacon  and  four  other  clergy¬ 
men  prefent  on  the  oecafion,  and 
alfo  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
johnfon,  of  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard, 
and  Mr.  Staines,  of  Chelmsford, 
bookfellers,  were  read  to  the  court, 
to  prove  the  printing  and  publifh¬ 
ing  thereof.  On  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  it  was  contended  by 
the  learned  counfel,  that  this  was  a 
doftrine  held  forth  contrary  to  the 
eflablifhed  law  of  the  church  of 
England  ;  for  by  a  ftatute  of  the 
1 3  fh  Eliz.  it  is  enabled.  That  if  any 
perfon  fhall  advifedly  maintain  or 
affirm  any  doftrine  direftly  con¬ 
trary  and  repugnant  to  any  of  the 
articles  of  religion,  and  fhall  perfift 
in  the  fame,  and  not  revoke  his  er¬ 
ror,  he  (hall  be  deprived  of  his  ec- 
cleiiaflical  preferments. — Mr. Stone 
here  read  to  the  court  a  written  de« 
fence,  which  occupied  nearly  two 
hours  time,  wherein  he  endeavoured 
to  (how  that  he  had  done  no  more 
than  fulfil  his  engagements  with 
his  ordaining  bifhop ;  that  he  had 
conformed  to  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  by  law  eflablifhed,  and  that 
he  had  not  offended  againft  the 
ftatute  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth. — 
The  court  (fir  William  Scott), after 
making  many  obfervations  on  this 
important  fubjeft,  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  charges  were  clearly  efla¬ 
blifhed  by  the  evidence  produced, 
and  therefore  obferved,  it  could  not 
refill  the  aft  of  parliament ;  but  it 
deferred  giving  final  judgment  till 


the  next  court  day,  in  order  to 
give  Mr.  Stone  an  opportunity  of 
revoking  his  error. 

This  day  the  Rev.  Fran-  . 
cis  Stone,  rector  of  Cold  20tI‘* 
Norton,  in  EfTex,  was  called  upon 
by  the  court,  (fir  William  Scott), 
agreeably  to  its  direftions,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  revoke  his  error,  for  hav¬ 
ing  preached  a  fermon  in  the  parifh 
church  of  Danbury,  before  the 
archdeacon  of  the  dioccfe,  wherein 
he  maintained  doftrine  contrary  to 
the  eflablifhed  law  of  the  church 
of  England,  by  denying  the  Holy 
Trinity,  the  divinity  of  our  Lord 
amd  Saviour,  and  the  atonement 
by  the  death  of  Chrift.  An  im- 
menfe  number  of  perfons  afTembled 
in  the  court-room  and  hall  ad. 
joining. 

About  nine,  o’clock  fir  William 
Scott  took  his  feat,  and  Mr.  Stone 
placed  himfelf  at  the  bar,  and  was 
called  upon  for  his  recantation. 

The  regiflrar  of  the  court  then 
read  a  written  paper,  figned  by  Mr. 
Stone,  to  the  following  purport 
That  he  was  not  aware,  by  preach¬ 
ing  this  fermon  before  the  arch¬ 
deacon,  he  was  offending  againft 
the  aft  of  parliament  palled  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  he 
was  well  perftiaded  that  the  ordain¬ 
ing  bifhop  authorized  him  to  preach 
as  he  did,  and  that  he  proinifed 
and  engaged  not  to  offend  again  in 
like  manner. 

Sir  John  Nicholls  then  addrefifed 
the  court  at  confiderable  length, 
and  commented  on  the  unaccount¬ 
able  conduft  of  the  reverend  gentle¬ 
man,  who,  inflead  of  recanting  his 
error,  after  the  licenfe  and  indul¬ 
gence  that  had  been  granted  him, 
ft  ill  perfifled  in  maintaining  his 
heretical  doftrincs  under  the  plaufi- 
ble  pretext  of  an  evafion.  He  beg¬ 
ged 
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ged  leave  to  obferve,  that  he  did 
not  by  any  means  with  to  force 
opinions  upon  a  man  which  he 
could  not  confcientioufly  believe, 
but  in  conformity  to  his  duty  he 
could  not  avoid  preffing  the  prefent 
profecution,  which  was  founded 
upon  a  very  important  aft  qf  par¬ 
liament. — That  aft  provided,  that 
no  perfon  in  holy  orders  fhould  be 
allowed  to  preach  any  doftrine  fub- 
verfive  of,  or  contrary  to,  the  39 
articles  of  belief ;  and  as  an  offence 
againft  that  ftatutehad  been  clearly 
proved  againft,  and  admitted  by  the 
defendant,  it  became  his  duty,  in  his 
official  capacity,  to  pray  the  court 
for  the  fentence  the  law  prefcribed. 
The  coriftitution  of  the  land  had  left 
every  man  the  liberty  of  choofmg  his 
own  religion,  but  it  had  wifely  pro¬ 
vided  againft  perfons  profeffmg  dif¬ 
fering  principles,  from  participa¬ 
ting  in  the  emoluments  appropriated 
to  the  minifters  of  the  eftablifned 
church. 

Dr.  Laurence  followed,  on  the 
fame  fide ;  he  obferved  that  the 
profecutors  were  legally  entitled 
to  claim  judgment.  On  the  laft 
occafion,  the  reverend  defendant 
appeared  before  the  court :  what 
the  reverend  gentleman  had  faid, 
was  not  a  fuitable  atonement  for 
his  error ;  and  it  therefore  became 
his  duty  to  pray  fentence  of  the 
court. 

Mr.  Stone  then  addreffed  the 
court  extemporaneoufly,  and  faid, 
he  confidered  the  holy  Scriptures  to 
fontain  all  the  doftrine  and  inftruc- 
tion  neceffary  to  falvation  through 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  The  doftrine 
of  the  church  of  England  appeared 
to  him  to  have  no  better  authority 
than  the  church  of  Rome.  They 
were  both  erroneous,  only  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  was  more  abfaid—’ 
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they  were  pope  againft  pope,  each 
afferting  their  refpeftive  infallibi¬ 
lity.  The  principle  of  intolerance 
was  common  to  both,  although  the 
praftice  was  different :  when  he  was 
originally  ordained  a  prieft,  he  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  holy  Scriptures  were 
the  only  rule  of  his  faith,  and  he 
ftiould  always  apply  to  them  in  the 
confcientious  difeharge  of  his  duty. 
To  fwear  a  man  to  preach  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fpirit  of  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  to  make  him  conform  his 
preaching  to  the  provifions  of  an 
aft  of  parliament,  was  a  fpecies  of 
ecclefiaftical  chicanery  for  which 
he  could  not  find  a  parallel. 

Sir.  J,  Nicholls  interrupted  the 
reve/end  gentleman,  and  obferved^ 
that  the  court  did  not  fit  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  merits  of  his  fyftem  of 
belief,  but  to  determine  the  quef- 
tion  which  he  had  been  called  to 
anfwer.  The  law  determined  what 
he  had  preached  and  publiftied  to 
be  error,  and  it  was  for  him  either 
to  recant  it,  or  fubmit  to  the  fen¬ 
tence  which  the  law  had  provided 
for  fuch  an  offence. 

Sir  W.  Scott  faid,  he  had  heard 
the  defendant  with  great  patience. 
Inftead  of  a  formal  recantation,  as 
had  been  requefted  of  him,  he 
only  perlifted  in  his  former  error ; 
what  conjolation  the  reverend  gen¬ 
tleman  could  derive  from  Ijis  con¬ 
duct,  he  was  utterly  unable  to  fay. 

Mr.  Stone  faid,  he  had  fulfilled 
the  oath  taken  on  his  ordination,, 
and  if  he  erred,  he  was  anfwcrable 
to  God,  and  him  alone.  He  con¬ 
ceived  that  he  had  as  good  a  right 
to  preach  the  worfhip  of  one  God, 
as  the  Trinitarians  had  to  preach 
the  unity  of  three  deities  in  one ; 
and  as  many  other  feftaries  preach¬ 
ed  doftrines  different  from  that 
acknowledged  by  the  eftablifhed 

church. 
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church.  At  all  events  he  fhould 
conform  himfelf  to  God’s  word,  and 
not  to  any  ad  of  parliament.  He 
however  requefted  the  learned  judge 
would  be  kind  enough  to  inftrud 
any  perfon  properly  qualified,  to 
draw  out  the  form  of  a  recantation, 
and  give  him  a  week  to  confider  of 
it.— He  would  be  happy  to  fign  it 
if  not  contradictory  to  the  didates 
of  his  confcience.  He  was  the  more 
folicitous  to  retain  his  living,  as  he 
had  a  wife  and  feven  children  un¬ 
provided  for,  and  entirely  depen¬ 
dent  on  him  for  fupport.  He  felt 
it  a  fevere  trial,  but  he  fhould 
fooner  fuhmit  to  that  than  facrifice 
his  duty  to  his  Creator. 

Sir  W.  Scott  faid,  he  did  not 
require  any  formal  revocation  in 
writing  of  the  dodrines  he  had 
preached,  but  to  acknowledge  them 
verbally  and  openly  in  court,  and 
to  declare  Ids  belief  in  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  eftablithed  by  law. 

Mr.  Stone  faid,  he  would  not 
by  any  means  facrifice  his  duty  to 
God,  nor  could  he  agree  to  the 
terms  preferibed  to  him  by  the 
learned  judge,  unlefs  with  the falvo 
of  confcience. 

Sir  W.  Scott  observed,  the  law 
permitted  no  falvo  of  confcience. 

Dr.  Laurence  begged  leave  to 
remark,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
learned  friend  who  conducted  the 
profecution  meant  or  wifhed  to  ar¬ 
gue  the  doCtrine  themfelves.  This 
he  wifhed  and  particularly  ob- 
ferved,  left  fome  of  the  auditors 
fhould  depart  under  an  impreflion 
that  they  had  been  hearing  a  theo¬ 
logical  argument. 

Mr.  Stone  ftated,  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  God  to  be  the  principal  Sa¬ 
viour  of  the  world,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  to  be  his  agent.  God  con¬ 


demned  us  all  to  everlafting  punifh- 
ment,  but  he  reverfed  the  judgment 
through  the  medium  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Sir  W.  Scott  interrupted  him, 

and  faid,  the  only  queftion  he  had 

to  determine  was,  whether  Mr. 

Stone  had  revoked  the  errors  which 

he  was  proved  to  have  preached 

and  publifhed. — The  ftatements 
* 

made  by  Mr.  Stone  were  unfatis-s 
faeftory.  On  the  juftnefs  of  his 
argument,  and  in  fupport  of  his 
opinions,  it  was  not  a  competent 
fubjeift  for  him  to  judge  upon.  He 
thought  the  indulgence  of  another 
week  would  be  produtftive  of  no 
good;  if  he  did  not  avail  himfelf 
of  the  prefent  opportunity  of  re¬ 
voking  the  error,  no  alternative  was 
left  him,  but  to  certify  his  cafe  to 
the  diocefan  to  whom  he  belonged, 
who  would  pronounce  the  fentence 
of  the  law. 

The  bifhop  of  London  and  the 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  accompanied  by 
other  dignified  clergy,  then  entered 
the  court,  and  after  being  informed 
by  fir  William  Scott  that  the  charges 
alleged  againft  the  reverend  Fran¬ 
cis  Stone  were  clearly  proved  and 
eftablifhed  by  the  evidence  pro¬ 
duced,  the  bifhop  of  London  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  read  the  fentence,  and 
afterwards  figned  the  fame,  which 
deprived  Mr.  Stone  of  his  eccleft- 
aftical  preferments. 

Immediately  after  fentence  was 
pronounced,  Mr.  Stone  caft  up  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  exclaimed,— 
“  God’s  will  be  done.” 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  a  Lady  m 
Madrid  to  her  Brother  in  Dublin. 

i(  Words  cannot  deferibe  the 
horror  with  which  we  have  been 
furrounded  lince  the  firft  of  this 
month  ;  the  approaching  ftorm  was 
expended,  but  on  the  2d,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  breakfaft,  it  broke  out 

in 
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in  the  mod  furious  manner*  Our 
friend  T.  had  provided  a  retreat  at 
his  country-houfe,  about  fix  miles 
diftant,  to  which  we  were  to  re¬ 
move  that  very  evening,  but  the 
ftorm  overtook  us,  and  topped 
our  journey.  The  thunder  of  the 
artillery  announced  the  beginning 
of  the  bufmefs,  and  in  a  few  mir 
nutes  after  the  whole  male  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  cjty  appeared  in  arms  ; 
wherever  a  French  foldier  was  dif- 
oovered,  he  was  inftantly  cut  down 
or  (hot;  fix  of  them  were  put  to 
death  under  our  windows :  the 
fcene  was  dreadful  beyond  defcrip- 
tion.  After  two  or  three  hours* 
carnage,  particularly  in  our  great 
ftreet  called  Alcala,  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  Frenchmen  poured  into 
the  town,  and  in  their  turn  became 
the  affailants ;  our  doors  were  burft 
open  by  the  defeated  populace,  and 
(even  or  eight  of  the  inhabitants 
took  refuge  under  the  couches,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  houfe  ;  but 
the  French  foldiers  followed  them, 
and  in  my  prefence  they  moft  un? 
mercifully  bayoneted  thofe  who  had 
firft  entered  the  room,  where  I  and 
my  children  fat  fhivering  with  hor-r 
ror.  The  prefence  of  a  young 
French  officer  protected  us  ;  and  he 
Jiad  the  humanity  to  continue  in 
the  houfe  the  entire  of  this  fatal 
day,  to  whom  I  certainly  owe  the 
liyes  of  myfielf  and  children.  All 
night  the  inhabitants  were  forced 
to  illuminate  their  windows,  and 
fifteen  dreadful-looking  fellows 
took  entire  pofTeffion  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  houfe  ;  they  foon  broke 
open  the  cellars,  which  they  plun¬ 
dered,  nor  could  the  prefence  of 
the  friendly  officer  X  have  men¬ 
tioned  prevent  them.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  was  indeed  a 
fcene  erf  horror.  Almoft  every 
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perfon  that  pafifed  through  the 
ftreets  was  ftained  with  blood,  and 
the  dead  bodies  lay  in  heaps  ;  it 
was  reported,  and  I  believe  with 
fome  truth,  that  Murat,  the  French 
general,  intended  to  ereft  fome 
works  outfide  the  town,  tq  batter 
it  to  the  ground,  in  revenge  for 
the  lives  of  his  foldiers,.  This, 
however,  he  abandoned.  The  next 
day,  when  the  tumult  had  a  little 
abated,  T»  and  I  got  fome  articles 
of  plate  and  the  books  of  the  houfe, 
and  through  the  interceffion  of  our 
French  friend  were  fuffered  to  re¬ 
move  to  his  refidence  at  Ombro, 
where  we  now  are  with  the  chil¬ 
dren,  You  fhall  hear  from  me  by 
the  fir  ft  poffible  conveyance.  The 
chance  I  have  of  fending  this  t.Q 
Li  (bon  is  but  fmall,  but  it  may 
poftibly  reach  you/* 

Manchester,-? — In  confer  , 
quenee  of  the  rejection  of  ^ 
the  bill  for  fixing  the  minimum  of 
wages,  a  very  great  agitation  has 
been  excited  amongft  the  weavers 
in  this  town  and  vicinity.  Yefter? 
day  and  this  day  many  thoufands 
of  them  aftembled  in  a  field  negjr 
St.  George's  church,  by  New  ton  T 
lane,  and  appointed  delegates  to 
attend  the  maeiftrates  with  a  ft  ate? 
ment  of  their  grievances,  which 
they  after t  arofe  not  fo  much  from 
a  fcarcity  of  employment,  as  fron? 
the  unparalleled  reduction  which 
the  prices  of  their  work  have  re¬ 
cently  experienced,  infomuch,  that, 
after  labouring  for  fix  days,  at  the 
rate  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours 
per  day,  they  cannot  poffibly  earn 
more  than  feven  or  eight  fhillings  f 
A  pittance  which  will  not  fupport 
nature.  Their  employers,  on  the 
contrary,  infift  that,  owing  to  the 
ftagnation  of  trade,  they  cannot 
afford  to  pay  higher  prices,  and 

promife 
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promife  to  increafe  them  to  their 
wonted  ftandard  as  foon  as  the  re- 
ftoration  of  peace  fhall  enable  them. 
— -Be  this  as  it  may,  a  very  feri- 
ous  alarm  has  been  excited.  The 
people  this  day  flocked  hither 
from  all  the  circumjacent  town- 
fhips,  viz. Stockport,  Bolton,  Bury, 
Oldham,  Afhton-under-Line,  Ec- 
cles,  &c.  and  became  fo  formida¬ 
ble,  though  certainly  at  firft  or¬ 
derly  and  quiet,  that  the  military 
from  the  barracks  (4th  dragoons) 
were  drawn  out,  and  all  the  volun¬ 
teer  corps  aflembled.  The  magif- 
trates  repeatedly  requefted  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  difperfe,  and  ufed  every 
pofiibie  means  to  appeafe  them ; 
but  as  they  perflfted  in  their  right 
to  aflemble,  and  remained  unmoved 
on  the  field,  the  Riot  Act  was  at 
length  read,  and  the  foldiery  made 
feveral  apparently  furious  charges, 
merely  with  a  view  to  enforce  com¬ 
pliance,  at  the  fame  time  carefully 
avoiding  any  ferious  injury.  Not- 
withftanding  this  forbearance,  how¬ 
ever,  the  mob  perfevered,  and  con- 
fiderable  mifchief  has  been  done ; 
one  man  is  killed,  and  many  wound¬ 
ed.  About  20  perfons  have  like- 
wife  been  apprehended,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon.  The  utmoft  con- 
fternation  fill  (at  eight  o’clock, 
/>.  m.)  pervades  the  town,  and  every 
one  dreads  the  refult. 

Eleven  o'1  Clock. — (<  All  is  quiet ; 
but  I  have  been  informed,  that  in 
the  courfe  ol  the  evening  two  men 
have  been  lhot,  who  are  fince  dead, 
and  feveral  have  been  wounded  by 
the  fwords  of  the  cavalry.  About 
forty  prifoners  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  New  Bailey.” 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  houfe 
of  fir  Vicary  Gibbs,  at  Hayes,  in 
Kent,  was  robbed  in  the  following 
extraordinary  manner.  When  mifs 


Gibbs,  daughter  of  fir  Vicary, 
awoke  in  the  morning,  file  difco- 
vered  that  all  her  clothes  were  taken 
away,  the  quilt  off  the  bed,  and 
every  thing  that  was  portable  in 
the  room.  On  examining  the  pre- 
mifes,  it  was  difcovered  that  the 
robbers  had,  by  tying  fome  hurdles 
together,  made  a  ladder,  and  af- 
cending  a  colonnade,  which  goes 
round  the  houfe,  found  eafy  accefs 
to  mifs  Gibbs’s  room,  and  made 
off  with  the  property  without  awa, 
kening  her.  A  large  ftick  was 
left  upon  the  bed. 

This  day  a  Blocking  circum- 
fiance  occurred  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Wolverhampton.  Mr. 
Webb,  of  Mofeley,  was  married 
on  the  preceding  Sunday,  to  an 
amiable  young  lady  of  that  place  ; 
and  only  a  few  hours  after,  he 
aftonifhed  the  family  with  fymp- 
toms  of  infanity.  In  this  fad 
ftate,  he  on  this  day  deflroyed 
feveral  fheep.  He  next  got  pof- 
feflion  of  a  razor,  and  dreadful  to 
relate,  he  firft  cut  his  wife’s 
throat,  and  then  his  own.  AI- 
moft  every  perfon  who  attempted 
to  fecure  him  was  wounded.  Nei¬ 
ther  he  nor  his  wife  are  expe\5ted 
to  recover. 

At  Cardiff  aflizes,  which  termi¬ 
nated  on  Saturday  fe’nnight,  Wil« 
liam  Williams,  aged  19,  was  tried 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  David 
Williams,  of  Lantriffent,  about 
12  years  of  age,  under  circum- 
fiances  of  peculiar  atrocity.  It 
appeared  in  evidence,  that  the  pri- 
loner  and  the  deceafed  were  in  ha¬ 
bits  of  intimacy,  and  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  had  mentioned  to  one  of  his 
playmates,  that  the  prifooex  had 
been  guilty  of  a  horrid  crime. 
This  coming  to  the  knowledge  o£ 
the  prifoner,  he  threatened  to  kill 
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the  boy,  and  throw  his  body  into 
the  river.  The  deceafed  redded 
with  his  grandfather,  whofe  houfe 
he  left  on  Sunday  morning,  the  23d 
of  AuguH  laH,  and  was  traced  to 
a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood,  where 
he  remained  playing  with  fome 
boys  till  about  12  o’clock,  when 
the  latter  were  called  to  dinner, 
and  the  deceafed  returned  home¬ 
ward,  promifing  to  meet  his  com¬ 
panions  in  the  evening,  but  was 
never  feen  alive  afterwards.  His 
abfence  occafioning  alarm,  fearch 
was  made,  and  on  the  following 
Tuefday  his  body  was  found  in  a 
ditch,  with  feven  wounds  on  the 
neck,  and  one  on  the  belly,  all  of 
which  appeared  to  have  been  in- 
flifted  with  a  fharp  inff  rument,  and 
each  was  Hated  to  be  mortal.  On 
the  day  the  body  was  difcovered, 
the  prifoner  abfconded  ;  but  a  ver- 
didl  of  wilful  murder  having  been 
returned  againft  him,  a  fearch  took 
place,  and  the  clothes  he  had  worn 
on  the  Sunday  morning  were  found 
in  his  father’s  houfe,  with  evident 
marks  of  blood-Hains  attempted  to 
be  walked  out.  Purfuit  was  im¬ 
mediately  made  after  him,  and  he 
was  apprehended  at  Gellygare, 
where  he  had  applied  for  work, 
faying  he  had  come  from  Danhar- 
ry,  a  place  about  lix  or  feven  miles 
diftant  from  Lantrilfent,  and  had 
been  employed  by  one  Llewellin 
Yorath,  but  having  quarrelled  with 
his  mailer,  had  quitted  his  fervice. 

A  clafp-knife  was  found  upon  him 
when  taken.  In  the  prifoner’s  de¬ 
fence  it  was  Hated,  that  he  came 
home  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the 
Sunday,  eat  dinner  with  the  family, 
went  with  them  in  the  evening  to  a 
place  of  worfhip,  afterwards  vi- 
fited  a  young  woman  to  whom  he 
was  attached,  then  returned  home, 
Vo l.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Se 


went  to  bed,  and  followed  his  ufual 
labour  for  two  fucceeding  days, 
durng  the  whole  of  which  he  ma- 
nifefted  ihe  moH  perfed  compofure 
of  mind.  The  evidence  having  been 
fummed  up,  the  jury  Ihortly  after 
declared  the  prifaner  guilty.  He 
heard  his  fate  w  ithout  emotion,  but 
confeffed  that  he  was  guilt)r,  and 
feemed  penitent.  He  was  executed 
on  Monday  laH,  on  the  New  Drop, 
at  Cardiff,  amidH  a  great  concourfe 
of  people,  who  affembled  on  the 
occafion. 

Cambridge.— On  Thurf-  , 
day  morning,  about  ten  2&trt* 
o'clock,  a  terrible  lire  broke  out 
at  Aldrey,  in  the  parifh  of  Had- 
denham,  in  the  Ille  of  Ely,  which 
raged  with  great  fury  for  feveral 
hours,  and  dekroyed  nine  dwelling- 
houfes,  with  barns  and  out-build¬ 
ings  belonging.  Part  only  of  the 
property  was  infured.  Ir  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  farmer’s  fon  incau- 
tioully  firing  at  a  hawk  who  was 
carrying  off  fome  poultry,  when 
part  of  the  wadding  fell  upon  the 
thatch  of  a  barn. 

During  the  Horm  this 
day,  about  three  in  the  311-* 
afternoon,  an  afh  tree,  in  the  earl 
of  Portfmouth’s  park,  Hamplhire, 
was  fhivered  to  pieces  by  the 
lightning.  A  brace  of  bucks 
were  under  the  tree ;  one  was 
ffruck  dead,  and  the  other  much 
injured.  Several  deer  were  alfo 
abour  17  yards  weH  of  the  tree, 
one  of  which  was  Hruck  dead. 
On  the  fame  day,  a  ball  of  fire 
entered  the  fide,  and  came  out  at 
the  roof,  of  a  barn  belonging  to 
Mr.  Sergrove,  at  South  Moreron, 
near  Wallingford,  Oxfordfhire. 
It  fet  fire  to  the  thatch  ;  but  there 
being  a  number  of  perfons  on  the 
fpot,  it  wag  prevented  from  fpread- 
ries.  *-E  ing. 
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ing.  At  Wartninfter,  a  ball  of  hurt.  In  1739  he  was  with  Ad- 
fire  fell  on  a  thatched  public  houfe,  miral  Vernon,  at  the  taking  of 
and  penetrated  through  two  floors  Porto  Bello.  In  1742  he  was  de- 
into  a  kitchen,  where  it  exploded,  prived  of  his  eye-fight  by  light- 
and  fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  nothing  ning  on  the  African  coaft  5  and 
being  laved  except  the  flock  of  after  this  became  famous  for  dref- 
beer.  Two  adjoining  houfes  were  fing  fneep’s  feet,  which  proved  a 


burnt  to  the  ground,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  torrents  of  rain  that  poured 
down  at  the  time.  A  tremendous 
ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning 
iikewife  palled  over  the  city  of 
Briftol. 

Lately,  in  digging  into  a  mound 
of  earth  adjoining  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ruins  of  Tynemouth  Priory,  a 
capacious  cemetery  or  arched  tomb 
was  difcovered,  with  feveral.  human 
bones  of  a  large  fize,  and  fkulls  on 
the  floor.  It  is  not  known  that 
the  place  has  been  opened  fmce  the 
diffolution  of  the  priory  in  1539. 
It  is  to  be  converted  into  a  gun¬ 
powder  magazine. 

The  late  admiral  Rainier  has  left 
property  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
250,000/.  and  after  providing  amply 
for  his  near  relations,  he  made  the 
following  bequeft  : 

“  I  bequeath  one-tenth  part  of 
my  perfonal  property  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  the 
time  being,  towards  the  reduclion 
of  the  national  debt,  in  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  generous  bounty 
of  the  national  eliablifhment  of  the 
royal  navy,  in  which  I  have  ac¬ 
quired  the  principal  part  of  the  for¬ 
tune  I  now  have,  which  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  my  merit  and  pretenfions.” 

Died,  4th.  —  In  St.  Giles’s 
Gate,  Durham,  in  his  96th  year, 
William  Cloyd,  Among  the  many 
eccentric  tricks  of  his  youth,  he 
once  undertook  to  defcend  upon  a 
rope  from  the  fteeple  of  St.  Giles’s 
Church  to  the  Bower  Banks  ad¬ 
joining,  and  accompiifhed  it  un- 


very  profitable  trade  to  him,  and 
enabled  him  to  procure  his  quantum 
of  ale,  of  which  he  confumed  no 
fmali  quantity.  At  cards  and 
bowling  matches  Cloyd  was  ge¬ 
nerally  one  of  the  foremoft,  and 
frequently  betted  very  freely. 
He  enjoyed  in  general  a  very  good 
ftate  of  health ;  and  within  this 
laft  20  years  has  been  feen  to  run 
round  the  feet  of  a  large  ftool, 
turned  topfy-turvy,  with  his  boots 
on.  About  26  years  ago  he  was 
at  a  bowling  match  on  Giles-gate- 
moor,  when  a  violent  altercation 
arifing  about  the  pofition  of  the 
bowls,  Cloyd  ftarting  from  the 
crowd,  cried  out,  “  Lead  me  to  the 
place  where  the  bowls  are.”  On 
his  arrival  there,  after  groping 
awhile  for  the  bowls,  he  cried  out, 
ss  Any  body  may  fee  that  bowl  is 
firft.”  This  created  a  loud  laugh, 
and  put  all  parties  into  good  hu¬ 
mour  again.  About  i3  years  ago, 
he  received  one  of  Hetherington’s 
benefactions  of  10  pounds  a  year 
to  blind  men,  on  which  he  fub- 
fified  till  his  death. 

14th.  At  Eaton,  near  North¬ 
ampton,  where  he  was  on  a  vifit, 
Thomas  Percy,  LL.D.  fellow  of 
St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  and 
nephew  to  the  Bilhop  of  Dromore. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  tafte  and 
learning,  and  not  lefs  amiable  than 
learned.  Some  of  his  poetical 
compofitions  with  the  fignature  of 
T.  P.  may  be  found  in  the  early 
volumes  of  the  Poetical  Regifter. 

17.  At  Bally gurton,.  county  of 

Kilkenny , 
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.Kilkenny,  aged  1 1  8,  Dennis  Car¬ 
rol,  farmer,  who  had  never  ex¬ 
perienced  an  hour’s  ficknefs,  and 
retained  all  his  faculties  to  the 
lafl  moment. 

26th.  At  Drurnaul,  Mr.  John 
He  fide,  farmer,  aged  102  years. 

At  Tunflall,  a  fmall  village 
near  Richmond,  in  Yorkfhire,  the 
population  of  which  is  little  more 
than  100  inhabitants,  Ellen  Glen- 
tan,  aged  107,  and  Ann  Reynolds, 
aged  103.  Thefe  venerable  neigh¬ 
bours  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other. 

At  the  Ahnfhoufes  at  Bray, 
Berkfhire,  five  out  of  forty  have 
died  within  the  lafl  eight  months 
at  the  following  ages  :  Mary  Kim- 
ber,  91  ;  Eleanor  Lambden,  87  ; 
Sarah  Mather,  88;  John  Luff, 
93;  Sarah  Ray,  87;  and  in  the 
fame  houfe,  only  five  died  in  three 
years  and  three  quarters  preceding 
the  above-mentioned  period,  ail 
little  under  eighty. 

In  Cranbourne  workhoufe,  — - 
Young,  aged  104  years.  He  had 
long  refided  in  the  workhoufe,  but 
till  within  the  lafl  four  years  he 
retained  fufficient  flrength  to  work 
at  hufbandry  labour  for  three  or 
four  hours  in  a  day. 

At  Caflle  Waller,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  Bridget  Behan,  aged 
1 10  years.  She  retained  all  her 
faculties  till  the  lafl.  About  fix 
years  back,  fhe  fell  down  flairs 
and  broke  her  thigh,  and  contrary 
to  expe&ation,  fire  recovered  and 
walked  llronger  on  it  than  ever  ; 
and,  flrange  to  tell,  it  completely 
cured  her  of  an  old  rheumatifm 
with  which  that  limb  had  been 
affeded.  Very  lately,  fhe  cut  an 
eye-tooth. 

At  Paris,  aged  34,  Madam 
Cotin,  known  in  the  literary 
3 


world,  by  the  interefting  novels 
of  Claire  d'  Abbe ,  Malvina,  Amelia 
de  Mansfield,  Mathilde ,  Elizabeth , 
and  a  fhort  epic  compofition  in 
prole  entitled  La  Prife  de  Jericho . 


JUNE. 

According  to  the  accounts  given 
in  at  the  lafl  Pontefraft  feffions, 
there  has  been  a  decreafe  in  the 
woollen  manufacture,  for  the  year 
ending  March  23,  when  compared 
with  the  preceding  one,  of  13,518 
pieces  of  narrow  cloth,  making 
498,848  yards;  and  of  28,245 
pieces  of  broad  cloth,  making 
1,139,035  yards.  The  quantity 
manufaftured  the  lafl  year  is  greater 
than  that  of  1803  and  1804,  an^ 
exceeds  the  average  of  the  five  pre¬ 
ceding  years.  The  following  is 
the  account  of  the  quantifies  ma- 
nufa&ured  for  the  lafl  fix  years ; 
and  it  is  faid,  that  the  quantity  o£ 
woollens  manufactured  durino;  that 

9  o 

period,  and  not  included  under  the 
flamp  a6l,  has  increafed  in  an  un¬ 
precedented  degree.  Manufactured 
in  1803,  13,709,800 — 1804, 

i3>966>794~-l8°5>  i5»427»434 

—  1806,  16,272,573  —  1807, 

i5,99i,279— 1808, 

Manchester. — i{  I  am  forry  ^ 
to  inform  you  that  the  numer¬ 
ous  body  of  cotton-weavers,  in  this 
town  and  neighbourhood,  are  yet 
flill  diffatisfied  with  the  propofols 
which  the  mailer  manufacturers 
have  agreed  on  at  their  meeting  lafl 
night  at  the  Bull’s-head  inn  here, 
which  is  10  per  cent,  advance  on  all 
kinds  of  cotton  goods  weaving,  to 
take  place  this  day  (June  1),  and 
10  per  cent,  again  advance,  to  take 
place  the  ill  of  Auguft  next — this 
makes  a  full  20  per  cent,  which 
*  E  2  does 
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does  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
t'his  great  body  of  ufeful  men. 
Their  demands  are,  and  they  do 
Hand  out  and  perfift  in  having 
6s.  8d.  to  the  pound  fterling  ad¬ 
vance,  an  advance  which  is  33  1 -3d 
per  cent,  fo  that  between  the  ma- 
nufadiirer  and  weaver  there  is  juft 
13  1  -3d  percent.;  and  I  am  forry 
to  add,  at  this  moment,' not  any  of 
them  will  go  to  the  loom,  neither 
here  nor  in  any  part  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  :  and,  upon  a  moderate 
calculation,  there  are  not  fefs  than 
60, coo  looms  in  the  cotton  trade 
only,  Handing  ftill  in  this  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  twelve  miles.  If 
any  of  them  are  at  the  (buttle,  par¬ 
ties  rufh  into  the  houfe,  cellar,  or 
gy: rret,  and  rake  it  from  them. 
This,  l  am  forry  to  fay,  is  too 
true.  Great  numbers  of  weavers 
walk  in  finall  parties  about  the 
ft  reefs,  and  in  a  peaceable  mawner. 

1  am  happy  to  fay  all  is  quiet. — 
Pa  ft  jo  o'clock',  Wednefday  night, 
June  1.” 

We  are  forry  to  learn,  that  on 
Monday  Iaft,  the  market  day  at 
Rochdale,  12  miles  from  Manchef- 
ter,  a  tumult  took  place  amongft  a 
number  of  working  weavers,  feve- 
ral  of  whom  were  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  New  Prifon.  The 
mob,  however,  in  the  evening,  re- 
leafed  the  prifoners,  and  fet  fire  to 
the  gaol,  which  was  burnt  to  the 
ground. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
bill  from  the  weavers  of  Manchef- 
ter 

4<  To  the  Public  in  general,  and  to 

the  Cotton  Manufacturers  and 

Weavers. 

c<  A  number  of  hand-bills  have 
been  printed  and  circulated,  pur¬ 
porting  that  an  agreement  has 
taken  place  betwixt  the  matters 


and  weavers  : — This  is  to  inform  the 
public,  that  theperfons  who  figned 
fuch  an  agreement  (if  any)  vvere 
not  authorifed  in  any  refpeft,  on 
the  part  of  the  weavers,  to  do  fo, 
and  we  declare  the  hi  me  null  and 
void  ;  and  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  in  the 
pound  (being  one-third  in  advance 
upon  our  prefent  wages)  will  be 
Sufficient  for  our  fupport  ;  and  all 
manufacturers  that  will  give  the 
above  advance,  their  weavers  will 
immediately  go  to  work  ;  that  all 
goods  that  may  be  taken  in  from 
the  date  hereof,  fhall  be  paid  for  by 
tiie  yard,  according  to  its  length, 
breadth,  and  ftrength,  and  a  lift  of 
the  prices  will  be  prepared  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible. 

(i  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  weavers, 
M.  Morray.” 

‘e  Manchefter,  June  2,  i8o8.,> 

Ireland. — A  moft  daring  attack 
has  recently  been  made  by  the 
Thrafhers  on  a  refpetftable  gentle¬ 
man  near  Ballynamore,  in  the 
county  of  Rofcommon.  After 
having  forced  their  way  into  the 
houfe  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
the  ufual  oath  was  tendered  to  him, 
which  he  refilling  to  take,  one  of 
the  villains  exhibited  to  his  afto- 
nilhed  eyes  a  dreadful  machine  in 
the  form  of  a  wool-card,  filled  with 
crooked  iron  fpikes,  and  a  weighty 
hammer,  ready  to  infix  them  in  his 
back  at  one  blow.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  this  horrid  pre¬ 
paration  produced  his  immediate 
compliance  to  their  demand,  and 
they  then  fwore  him  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms:  u  ift,  That  he  fhould 
not  purchafe  tithes,  except  from  a 
minifter ;  2dly,  That  he  fhould  pay 
only  the  old  dues  to  the  Roman 
clergy ;  3dly,  That  he  fhould  not 

give 
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give  evidence  againff  a  Thrafber  in 
a  court  of  juliice;  4thly,  That 
he  would  be  faithful,  and  bear  true 
allegiance  to  captain  Thrafher.” 
On  the  next  morning  he  furrender- 
ed  himfelf,  and  gave  an  account  to 
lord  Afhtown,  who  immediately 
apprehended  feveral  of  the  mif- 
creants,  and  lodged  them  in 
gaol. 

Lately  was  married  at  Orley,  in 
Y o rk ill  ire,  Mr.  G eorge  Ra It  rich  ,  o f 
Hawkefworth,  aged  7  8,  to  Mrs. 
Mitton,  of  Burley,  wood-head, 
aged  60,  making  the  fourth  viiit 
paid  by  the  hatband,  and  the  third 
by  the  bride,  to  the  altar  of  Hy¬ 
men.  In  compliance  with  a  vul¬ 
gar  notion,  that  the  wife  being 
married  in  a  date  of  nudity,  exo¬ 
nerates  her  hufband  from  ley  a!  ob- 
liga  tions  to  difcharge  any  demands 
on  her  purfe,  the  lady,  with  much 
Jang  froid,  began  to  difrobe  herfeff 
at  the  altar,  and  did  not  defiit  till 
her  fhift  remained  her  only  cover¬ 
ing  :  thus  having  attained  the  very 
fummit  of  the  nude  ton,  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony  commenced,  and  it 
was  not  till  the  whole  had  been 
deliberately  gone  through,  that  the 
pariih  fexton,  in  the  capacity  of 
waiting  woman,  began  to  drefs 
this  blooming  daughter  of  Eve, 
and  to  revive,  by  the  genial  w’armrh 
of  clothing,  that  fpark  of  hymeneal 
fire,  which  a  chilling  air  and  humid 
atmofphere  had  well  nigh  extin- 
guilhed. 

Early  this  morning,  in  a  field  at 
the  back  of  the  Queen’s  Head  and 
Artichoke  public-houfe,  leading  to 
Camden  Town,  Mr.  Joachim,  of 
Pratt-plaee,  Camden  Town,  was 
found  dead.  In  the  afternoon  he 
went  to  vifit  Mr.  Mofs,  who  re- 
fides  at  Cumberland-place,  Liffon 
Creen,  and  received  fome  money. 


When  he  left  Mr.  Mofs,  he  faid 
he  was  going  to  Salifbnrv-pLce, 
where  he  flopped  to  fee  fome  per- 
fons  play  at  ikitrles  till  a  lare  hour. 
About  half  pa  ft  eleven  o’clock,  the 
•  landlord  of  the  Queen’s  Head  and 
Artichoke  public-houfe  heard  the 
report  of  a  piftol,  and  the  cry  of 
u  Murder  !”  Ir  was  fuppofed  Mr. 
J,  was  then  attacked  by  robbers, 
and  that  he,  being  a  refolme  man, 
had  refilled  their  attack.  His 
money  and  watch  were  Bolen,  but 
notes  about  him  to  the  amount  of 
tool,  were  not  taken.  A  large 
bullet  had  entered  the  left  fide,  and 
pa  Bed  through  his  heart. 

John  Taylor,  a  failor,  was  ^ 
tried  under  lord  Ellenborough’s  ** 
a  ft, for  dabbing, cutting, and  wound- 
ing  Sarah,  the  wife  of  John  Wood, 
with  intent  to  kill,  difable,  or  do 
her  fome  grievous  bodily  harm. 
He  repeatedly  begged  of  her  to  go 


and  live  with  him,  and  file  as  often 
rel ufi  d.  On  the  1  2th  of  May  they 
met  in  the  Erect ;  they  drank  fome 
porter  together,  and  the  man  then 
repeated  his  felicitations;  lhepofi- 
tively  refilled  ;  on  which  he  drew 
a  knife  and  ftabbed  her.  He  was 
found  Guilty,  and  fentenced  to  be 
executed  on  Monday. 

The  per  centage  due  to  Mr.  Pal¬ 
mer,  on  the  net  revenue  of  the 
Poll-office  beyond  240,0001.  from 
the  5th  of  April,  1  793,  to  the  5th 
of  Jan.  1808,  deducting  the  pro¬ 
duce  arifing  from  increased  poll  age 
and  reftriHion  in  franking  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  amount  at  which  they 
were  feverally  taken),  and  alfo  the 
fum  of  3,0001.  a-year,  received 
during  that  period,  amounts  to 

69>347l*  5s-  4<*» 

Mr.  Hammond,  formerly  pilot 
of  the  Saturn,  has  been  ar- 
refted  in  France  as  a  fpy,  and 

(hot, 
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(hot,  by  order  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment.  Other  accounts  hate, 
that  he  was  beheaded,  and  his  body 
dragged  round  the  town,  the  name 

O  O  J 

of  which  is  not  mentioned.  He 
had  been  fent  from  the  Saturn,  on 
board  1’Aigle,  captain  Wolfe,  to 
reconnoitre  the  French  coaft,  and 
landed  at  a  port  near  L’Orient ;  he 
had  been  on  fhore  twelve  days,  and 
was  preparing  to  come  off  in  a  boat, 
when  he  was  arrefted  by  two  euf- 
torn-houfe  officers.  He  received  a 
penfion  of  50I.  per  annum  from 
our  government,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  he  obtained  fome  time  fince, 
by  landing  on  the  enemy’s  coaft. 
He  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  but 
had  been  many  years  in  our  fervice, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  had  more 
than  oncerilked  his  life,  by  making 
incurfions  into  France,  and  return¬ 
ing  in  an  open  boat  to  our  (hips  off 
the  coaft. 

For  fome  time  paft,  a  fow  pig, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Tudor,  of  Leo- 
minfter,has  been  increaling  in  bulk, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  breeding  ; 
but  not  farrowing  within  the  ufual 
time  after  (he  was  perceived  to  be 
enlarging,  and  daily  increaling  in 
bulk,  Mr.  Tudor  fufpe&ed  that  (he 
was  not  breeding,  and  confulted  a 
medical  gentleman,  who,  upon 
viewing  the  animal,  pronounced 
that  her  complaint  was  the  dropfy ; 
and  lalb  week,  the  fow,  under  the 
direction  of  an  eminent  furgeon, 
was  tapped,  and  full  16  gallens  of 
water  was  taken  from  her,  and  Ihe 
is  now  recovering. 

The  old  accuftomed  paftime  of 
Green  meeting,  was  revived  on  Sa¬ 
turday  fe’nnight,  at  New  Morten, 
in  the  parifh  of  Ellefmere,  Shrop- 
ihire,  where  the  largeft  affemblage 
of  perfons  met  that  was  ever  known 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  The 


fi rfl  dance  was  taken  by  Mr.  N. 
Davies,  gent,  (who  is  now  in  his 
93d  year),  with  all  the  hilarity  of 
a  youth  of  16;  after  the  meeting 
broke  up,  he  attended  his  fair  part¬ 
ner  to  her  home,  and  enjoyed  her 
company  many  a  happy  hour  till 
the  moon  reminded  him  of  return¬ 
ing  to  his  home. 

The  following  curious  account 
is  given  by  Dr.  Clanny.— “  Sun¬ 
day,  June  5,  the  morning  was 
cloudy,  and  portended  a  thunder 
ftorm,  and  about  mid-day  diftant 
thunder  was  heard  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  attended  by  very  vivid 
lightning.  The  ftorm  gradually 
increafed  till  the  evening  was  far 
advanced,  and  the  lightning  was 
remarkably  vivid,  approaching 
very  clofe  to  the  earth.  At  nine, 
p,  m.  as  captain  and  Mrs,  W.  were 
walking  on  the  race  ground,  a  flafh 
of  lightning  paffied  between  them, 
running  along  the  metal  buttons  of 
captain  W.’s  coat ;  he  felt  a  fenfa- 
tion,  as  he  expreffed,  as  if  a  ftrong 
eleftrical  (hock  had  been  given  to 
the  left  fide,  which  was  followed 
by  a  numbnefs  of  that  fide  for  four 
hours  after,  and  next  morning  he 
felt  a  pain  of  the  left  fhoulder.  He 
remarked  alfo,  that  though  he  had 
been  much  abroad,  in  tropical  cli¬ 
mates,  he  never  remembers  to  have 
feen  fuch  vivid  lightning  ;  and  that 
he  is  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  been 
only  half  a  ftep  further  advanced, 
it  would  have  ftruck  him  lifelefs!” 
Mrs.  W.  did  not  feel  any  (hock, 
though  file  was  on  the  left  fide  of 
captain  \V.  and  clofe  to  him  when 
it  happened. 

Manchejier.  —  The  report  . 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  of  the  •* 
prifon  at  Rochdale  having  been 
burnt,  is  but  too  true.  The  mob, 
in  order  to  releafe  fome  of  their 
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confederates,  broke  into,  and  ac¬ 
tually  fet  fire  to  the  building.  Fur¬ 
ther  mifchief  would  probably  have 
been  effected,  had  not  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  dragoons  from  Manchefter, 
and  the  Halifax  volunteers,  arrived 
in  time  to  prevent  it.  Several  per- 
fons  are  in  cuftody,  charged  with 
riotous  proceedings  in  Rochdale 
and  its  vicinity.  At  Oldham  alfo 
fome  injury  has  been  done  to  fac¬ 
tories  and  dwellings,  fuch  as  break¬ 
ing  windows,  &c. 

Soldiers  are  pouring  into  Man¬ 
chefter  from  all  quarters,  though 
the  town  is  perfectly  tranquil ; 
three  regiments,  one  of  cavalry  and 
two  of  infantry,  are  expeded  in  a 
day  or  two.  I  pity  the  publicans, 
who  are  likely  to  be  fevere  fuf- 
ferers  on  this  occafion. 

A  fpecial  commiflion  is  expeHed 
to  be  appointed  for  trying  the  pri- 
foners,  in  order  to  make  a  ftriking 
and  fpeedy  example  of  the  guilty. 

Yefterday  the  magiftrates  had 
information  where  the  committee 
of  the  weavers  had  affembled  ;  the 
conftables,  with  three  companies  of 
the  Weft  York  militia,  went  and 
furrounded  a  houfe  (fign  of  the 
Flatterer's  arms)  in  Newton-ftreet, 
Ancot-ftreet,  in  this  town,  in  which 
they  took  37  men,  with  a  large 
bundle  of  papers.  Some  of  the 
men  were  difmiffed,  as  not  having 
any  connection  with  the  weavers. 
There  are  about  twenty  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  kept  in  the  New  Bailey  prifon, 
to  be  examined  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  magiftrates  have  all  this  day 
been  very  bufy  in  looking  over 
thefe  papers,  and  to  make  fuch  ar¬ 
rangements  as  may  appear  neceflary. 
The  town  appears  very  quiet,  and 
many  of  the  weavers  are  content¬ 
edly  taking  their  work  again. 
This  morning  I  was  informed,  by 
a  friend  from  Bolton,  that  yefter- 
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day  at  noon  there  affembled  many 
weavers,  but  the  two  troops  of 
cavalry  that  are  ftationed  there 
foon  difperfed  them  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  purfuing  feveral  of  them  for 
three  or  four  miles  upon  the  moor, 
which  is  clofe  by  the  town.-— P,  S. 
I  am  this  moment  by  authority  in¬ 
formed,  that  information  has  been 
given  to  the  magiftrates  of  this 
place,  of  there  being  an  intention 
of  fome  of  the  weavers  to  meet  at 
a  place  called  White  Mofs,  a  few 
miles  from  Manchefter.  There  is 
not  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  their  be¬ 
ing  foon  difperfed,  as  there  is  every 
exertion  made  according  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  times. 

Laft  week  as  the  carriage  of  fir 
Thomas  Gooch  was  travelling  on 
the  road  from  London  to  Suffolk, 
with  four  poft-horfes,  near  the  15- 
mile  ftone,  it  overtook  a  cart,  in 
which  were  Mr.  Mead,  a  farmer  of 
Baflilden,  his  wife,  and  a  female 
acquaintance.  The  poft-lads  wish¬ 
ing  to  pafs  the  cart,  called  out  in  a 
manner  that  frightened  Mr.  Mead's 
horfe,  infomuch  that  he  became 
ungovernable  ;  they  ftill  perfevered 
in  following  his  cart,  and  kept  up 
the  fame  noife ;  the  dreadful  con- 
fequence  was,  that  juft  as  the  car¬ 
riage  was  patting  the  cart,  Mr. 
Mead’s  horfe  fprang  out  of  the 
road,  threw  the  cart  over,  and  pre¬ 
cipitated  all  the  paffengers  direCtly 
under  the  wheels  of  the  carriage, 
which  paffed  over  the  head  of  Mr. 
Mead,  and  the  breaft  of  his  wife  : 
they  received  fo  fevere  an  injury, 
that  a  few  minutes  after  being  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Nag’s  Head,  Brook* 
ftreet,  they  both  expired,  leaving  a 
family  of  nine  children  to  lament 
their  melancholy  fate. 

America.  Fire  at  Trinidad. — * 
We  have  been  favoured  by  a  cor- 
refpondent  with  the  following  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  the  dreadful  and  exten¬ 
sive  conflagration  of  the  town  of 
Fort  d’Efpagne,  in  the  ill-fated 
ifland  of  Trinidad,  where  every 
houfe  has  been  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  fire  began  at  a  chemift’s  Atop 
in  Frederick -ft  reef,  about  ten 
o’clock  in  the  evening  ol  the  24th 
of  March  ;  by  eleven  o’clock  that 
ftrcet  was  confumed,  and  before 
twelve  the  whole  front  of  the  town 
was  burnt,  extending  from  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  old  Ordnance- yard  in 
the  eaft,  down  to  Unwin’s  corner 
in  the  weft,  excepting  the  com- 
mlflfary-gcneral’s  houfe  and  ftores, 
Mackintofh’s  and  Ciprian’s  brick 
buildings,  which  are  oppofite  on 
the  fea-fbore,  and  which  werefaved 
by  knocking  down  the  wooden 
buildings  at  each  end.  From  Un- 
wiq’s-corner,  the  fire  extended  up 
to  the  new  buildings  owned  by  Dr. 
Williams  and  others,  to  the  north 
of  Brunfwick-fquare,  from  whence 
it  ran  up  obliquely  to  the  end  of  St. 
Ann’s-ftreet,  and  to  the  market¬ 
place  in  the  eaft,  where  it  flopped. 
This  defcribes  the  circumference  of 
this  dreadful  conflagration  ;  within 
which  there  is  not  a  houfe  Handing. 
Such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  flames, 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  with 
difficulty  e  leaped  with  their  lives. 
The  confequences  that  rnuft  enfue 
from  the  dreadful  havock  made  by 
this  fire  are  at  this  time  (April  3d) 
almoit  incalculable.  It  is  faid  that 
t'500  houfes  are  confumed,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  furniture  and  ftores 
of  merchandize,  fqppofed  to  be  of 
the  value  of  one  million  and  a  half 
fterling,  and  that  10,000  people 
are  without  houfes,  beds,  clothes, 
and  food. 

A  letter  from  Charlefton,  (Ame¬ 
rica)  dated  March  21,  ftates  as 
follows : 


ee  Laft  night  a  fellow  belonging 
to  Major  Roufe,  and  a  wench,  his 
wife,  belonging  to  Mrs.  D’Azeve- 
da,  put  an  end  to  their  exiftence  by 
ftrangling  themfelves  with  ropes. 
It  isfuppofed  that  the  fellow,  who 
was  about  to  go  into  the  country 
for  fome  time,  anticipated  fome  in¬ 
fidelity  in  his  wife  during  his  ab- 
fence,  as  he  had  been  heard  to  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  to  that  effeCU  Sooner, 
as  it  appears,  than  labour  under 
the  tortures  of  jealoufy,  he  formed 
the  dreadful  refolution  of  commit¬ 
ting  fuicide,  and  had  influence 
enough  over  his  wife  to  prevail  on 
her  to  quit  the  world  with  him. 
From  the  fituation  in  which  the 
wench  was  found  fitting,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  the  fellow  had  shifted  in  her 
death  before  he  proceeded  in  the 
execution  of  himfelf.  The  hands 
of  both  were  at  liberty,  fo  there  is 
no  room  to  fuppofe  that  either  had 
not  confented  to  die.  They  evi¬ 
dently  had  been  drinking,  as  two 
empty  bottles  were  found  near 
them,  both  of  which  had  contained 
brand  v.” 

j 


Manchefler .  —  We  la-  ^ 
ment  that  the  refraTory 
fpirit  among  ft  the  weavers  in  this 
town  and  neighbourhood  1 1  ill  exifts. 


It  lias  been  continued  by  a&s  of 
the  moft  oppreftive  kind  towards 
their  fellow  workmen  who  have 
been  inclined  to  follow  their  em¬ 
ployment.  From  thefe,  bcfides 
taking  away  their  fh u t ties,  their 
pieces  have,  in  feveral  inftances, 
been  cut.  To  prevent  fuch  daring 
outrages,  the  military  have  pa¬ 
trolled  for  feveral  miles  on  the 
different  avenues  to  the  town,  for 
the  protection  of  the  induftrious 
andweil-difpofed  workmen. — That 
the  weavers  are  as  a  body,  a  loyal 
people,  we  cannot  doubt ;  but  it 
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feems  certain  that  artful  agenrs 
amongft  them  have  mixed  political 
fentiments  with  their  claims,  and 
have  thus  been  the  caufe  of  conti¬ 
nuing  a  temper  that  Teems  to  rife 
in  its  demands,  as  the  manufacturers 
offer  conciliation. 

King’s  Bench,  June  11.  The 
King  <v.  Governor  Pidton. — This 
caufe  came  on  again  to  be  tried 
this  day,  and  occupied  the  court 
(which  was  extremely  crowded  the 
whole  day),  from  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning  until  eight  at  night. 

Mr.  Garrow,  in  Hating  the  cafe 
on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  evidence  which 
he  was  again  about  to  adduce  in 
fupport  of  this  profecution,  had 
been  already  fully  laid  before  the 
public,  he  had  no  matter  of  novelty 
to  Hate  to  the  jury;  and  whatever 
might  be  the  perfonal  feelings  on 
the  other  fide,  he  protefied  for  him- 
fclf,  that  out  of  this  cafe  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  defendant,  and  had 
no  other  view  but  wifhing  jufiice 
might  be  done  to  all  parties,  deter¬ 
mined  on  his  part  to  do  his  duty  to 
the  public.  The  horrid  barbarities 
charged  againfi  this  defendant  were 

O  O 

fuch  as  had  never  before  been  charg¬ 
ed  againfi  any  Britifh  governor, 
that  of  cruelly  torturing  a  female 
of  the  tender  age  of  fourteen  years, 
lie  then  Hated,  that  in  the  year 
i  So  i  the  ifland  of  Trinidad  was 
ceded  to  the  Britifh  forces,  under 
general  fir  Ralph  Abereromby, 
when  the  defendant  was  appointed 
governor  of  that  ifland,  and  it  was 
Hipulated  that  the  people  of  the 
ifland  were  to  be  governed  by  their 
own,  namely,  the  Spanifh  laws,  un¬ 
til  his  majefiy’s  pleafure  fhould  be 
known.  It  was  the  cyfiom  of  that 
country  that  perfons  fhould  marry 
<at  an  early  age  ;  and  the  unhappy 
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female,  who  gave  rife  to  this  pro¬ 
fecution,  (Louifa  Calderon,)  had 
been  contracted  to  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Pedro  Lewis  ;  but  by  the 
artifices  of  his  fervant  Carlos  Gon- 
falez,  file  was  by  him  feduced,  and 
he  afterwards  robbed  his  mafter  of 
2000  ducats.  The  robber  efcaped, 
but  the  girl  was  taken  up,  and  ap¬ 
plication  was  made  to  the  governor, 
to  permit  tenure  to  be  inflicted,  in 
order  to  compel  her  to  confefs  what 
fhe  knew  of  the  faffs.  The  manner 
in  which  this  torture  was  inflicted, 
he  fhould  abfiain  from  defending, 
but  the  jury  would  have  the  pain  to 
hear  it  deferibed  by  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  fufferer  herfelf,  corroborated 
by  other  evidence.  Before  Inflicting 
the  torture,  it  was  neceflary  how¬ 
ever  to  fhow  that  the  defendant,  a 
Britifh  Governor,  had  confented  to 
it.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  was  laid, 
that  the  defendant  was  authorized 
by  the  law  of  Spain  in  fuch  cafes; 
but  in  reply  to  this,  he  fhould  (how 
that  no  fuch  law  exified  in  the 
Spanifh  code,  that  no  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernor  could  have  inflicted  fuch  a 
punifhment,  and  that  it  was  re- 
ferved  for  governor  Picton  to  be 
the  firfi  to  introduce  torture  into 
that  ifland,  which  by  the  Spanifh 
laws  could  only  be  reforted  to,  in 
cafes  of  witchcraft,  and  Louifa  Cal¬ 
deron  was  the  only  infiance  of  the 
kind  ever  known  in  that  ifland, 
where  torture  was  infl idled  for  a 
different  crime.  If,  however,  fome¬ 
nting  fhould  be  (hewn  on  the  other 
fide,  from  the  old  Spanifh  books, 
recognizing  torture  in  fuch  cafes, 
he  would  fhow,  on  the  contrary, 
that  fuch  laws  were  obfolete,  and 
that  this,  and  this  only,  was  the  one 
folitary  cafe  where  torture  had  ever 
been  inflicted,  and  he  was  forry  to 
repeat  that  it  was  firft  introduced 
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by  a  Britifh  governor ;  and  he 
fhould  further  contend,  that  from 
the  introduction  of  the  Britifh  go. 
vernment,  all  fuch  laws,  if  they 
ever  did  exift,  muft  ceafe,  and  be 
wholly  void  and  nugatory. 

Louifa  Calderon  was  then  exa¬ 
mined,  and  defcribed  the  manner  in 
which  the  torture  was  inflicted,  in 
nearly  the  fame  way  fhe  had  done 
on  the  former  trial,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  fhe  now  gave  her  evidence 
in  the  Englifh  language,  with  much 
fluency  and  correCtnefs.  Having 
defcribed  the  pike  on  which  fhe 
Hood,  fufpended  by  a  rope  and 
pulley  from  the  ceiling,  her  faint¬ 
ing,  &c.  &c.  fhe  further  Hated,  that 
the  perfons  prefect  were  Begerot, 
the  judge,  who  firft  applied  to  the 
governor  for  the  order  to  torture ; 
de  CaHro,  the  efcribado,  or  fecre- 
tary  to  the  judge ;  and  Ralph© 
Shando,  the  alguazil  or  conflable. 
She  alfo  Hated,  that  when  brought 
before  the  governor,  he  faid  if  fhe 
did  not  declare  who  had  got  the 
money,  he  would  make  the  hang, 
man  pafs  his  hands  over  her. 

Ralpho  Shando  corroborated  her 
Hatement. 

The  order  for  applying  the  tor¬ 
ture  was  then  produced,  and  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  words  following 

ii  Appliquezla  queftion  *  a  Louifa 
Calderon 

(Signed)  The  Governor. 

Mr.  Dallas,  in  Hating  the  cafe  of 
the  defendant,  admitted  the  fads 
to  have  been  fully  proved  ;  but  the 
jury  were  to  recoiled:,  that  the  idea 
of  apply  ing  the  torture  did  not  ori¬ 
ginate  with  Governor  Pidon,  but 
with  the  judge  of  the  country. 
With  refped  to  its  fe  verity,  he  had 
nothing  to  fay,  but  it  muff  be  re- 


col  leded  that  the  profecutrix  was 
accufed  of  a  crime  which,  in  this 
country,  would  be  confidered  a  ca- 
pital  offence,  and  lead  to  an  igno¬ 
minious  execution.  In  order  that 
the  jury  might  judge  rightly  of  the 
cafe,  it  was  neceffary  they  fhould 
fee  and  underftand  what  the  charge 
truly  was.  It  was  not  forcaufmg 
Louifa  Calderon  to  be  cruelly  tor¬ 
tured,  but  giving  an  order  that  tor¬ 
ture  fhould  be  applied.  He  did 
not,  however,  mean  to  fay,  that  if 
his  condud  was  illegal,  he  was  not 
by  the  laws,  and  in  a  moral  point 
of  view,  anfwerable  ;  but  the  im- 
prifonment  and  fevere  treatment 
were  not  applicable  to  him,  unlefs 
the  Governor  was  to  be  confidered 
as  the  gaoler  and  executioner.  The 
only  point,  therefore,  which  the 
jury  had  to  try  was,  whether  Go¬ 
vernor  Pidon  had  ordered  the  tor¬ 
ture  to  be  applied  unlawfully  and 
malicioufly,  or  otherwife  ;  but,  in 
fad,  the  malice  might  be  of  courfe 
inferred,  if  the  thing  was  done  ille¬ 
gally.  If  the  law  was  in  exiflence, 
he  was  authorized  and  bound  by  it 
to  exercife  that  power. 

A  great  number  of  depofitions 
were  then  read  to  prove  the  laws  of 
Spain  on  this  fubjed. 

After  a  vaH  body  of  evidence 
being  adduced,  to  fhow  that  torture 
was  authorized  by  theSpanifli  laws, 
and  much  argument  on  both  fides, 
it  was  at  length  agreed  that  a  fpe- 
cial  verdid  fhould  be  taken  ;  and 
after  a  charge  from  lord  Ellenbo- 
rough,  in  which  he  obferved,  that 
however  the  law  of  Spain  autho¬ 
rized  torture,  and  that  Governor 
Pidon  had  not  aded  malicioufly, 
in  his  opinion  he  had  aded  extra- 
judicially,  for  the  dernier  appeal 
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was  not  to  the  Governor,  but  to 
the  King  of  England,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  court  would  infer  that  he 
was  guilty  of  the  fadt. 

The  jury  then  returned  a  fpe- 
cial  verdidt  ;  That,  at  the  time  of 
the  ceffion  of  the  ifland  of  Trini¬ 
dad  to  the  Brit ifh  force,  the  law  of 
Spain  authorized  torture,  and  that 
Governor  Pidton  had  not  adted  ma- 
licioufly,  except  fo  far  as  the  law 
inferred  from  the  fadts.  Upon  the 
other  counts  of  the  indidtment,  the 
jury  found  a  general  verdidl  of — 
Guilty. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Lord  Royfton. 
The  following  letter  from  one  of 
the  paffengers  on  board  the  vefiel 
gives  further  particulars  of  this  un¬ 
fortunate  event : — 

<(  Memel ,  April  12,  1808,  N.S, 
“  On  Saturday,  the  2d  inft.  N.S. 
at  12  o’clock  at  noon,  we  failed 
from  Liebau  with  a  fair  wind,  and 
ice  for  about  two  verfts  only,  after 
which  we  got  into  clear  water,  and 
from  that  time  faw  no  more  ice. 
This  fair  wind  continued  for  about 
twenty-four  hours,  and  carried  us 
within  forty  Englifh  miles  ofCarls- 
crona.  The  fhip  began  to  make  a 
little  water  the  firft  night,  but  it 
was  a  trifle  ;  the  fecond  night  how¬ 
ever  increafed  fo  much,  that  Meflrs. 
Bay  ley,  Becher,  Renny,  Focke, 
and  Pereyra,  who  were  lying  upon 
hay,  were  obliged  to  move  to  a 
higher  place ;  but  as  I  lay  in  my 
kibitker,  the  water  never  touched 
me  till  the  laid  night,  when  I  was 
alfo  obliged  to  move.  When  we 
came  within  forty  miles  of  Carls, 
crona,  the  wind  became  diredf  well, 
and  blew  a  gale  :  we  were  feveral 
times  clofe  to  the  ifland  of  Oland, 
but  could  not  land  on  account  of 
the  ice ;  but  that  would  not  have 


prevented  our  attempting  it,  had 
not  the  captain  faid  that  there  was 
no  place  for  anchorage,  nor  was 
there  a  harbour ;  fo  we  tacked 
about  till  the  6th,  all  the  time  the 
pumps  going,  and  all  hands  baling 
the  fhip  ;  but  we  did  not  gain  on 
the  leak,  and  had  always  four  or 
five  feet  water  in  the  hold. 

<(  On  the  6th  inft.  at  noon,  cola* 
nel  Pollen  aiked  the  captain  if  he 
thought  the  (hip  could  ft  and  the 
fea  ?  He  anfwered,  that  6  It  was 
impoflible;’  whence  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  that  had  Colonel  P.  not  put 
the  queftion,  the  fhip  muft  the 
next  day  have  foundered  with  us 
all. 

<(  Upon  receiving  that  anfwer 
from  the  Captain,  Colonel  Pollen 
ordered  him  immediately  to  put 
back,  and  make  the  firft  port  (this 
was  Memel) ;  and  as  it  blew  a 
gale,  and  the  wind  quite  fair,  we 
were  fure  of  reaching  it  early  next 
morning.  During  the  whole  of 
the  day  and  night,  we  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  clearing  the  fhip  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  prevented  it  exceeding 
five  feet.  At  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  7  th,  we  faw  the 
coaft,  and,  at  four,  Memel.  I 
immediately  went  into  the  hold, 
opened  my  defk,  and  took  out  what 
money  I  had  there,  placing  it  in 
the  pocket  of  my  kibitker,  that 
I  might  fecure  it  at  a  moment’s 
warning,  in  cafe  of  danger  ;  I  then 
locked  my  defk,  and  left  my  fer- 
vant  to  put  it  away. 

“  When  I  came  upon  deck,  we 
were  clofe  to  the  bar ;  I  had  not 
been  there  five  minutes,  when  the 
fhip  {truck  with  fuch  violence,  that 
the  ladies  and  children  in  the  cabin, 
and  the  paffengers  in  the  hold,  had 
juft  time  to  reach  the  deck,  when 
the  fhip  filled  with  water,  and  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  after  the  rudder  was 
knocked  off. 

“  The  women  now  took  refuge 
in  the  tailors’  cabin  upon  deck, 
where  I  alfo  put  the  children. 

“  The  fea  running  dreadfully 
high,  we  were  obliged  to  cut  away 
the  mail,  to  prevent  the  fhip  up- 
fetting  ;  the  boats  were  then  cut 
loofe  and  launched,  and  Lord  Roy- 
fton,  with  four  or  five  others, 
jumped  into  them,  but  were  upfet 
in  a  moment. 

<(  I  determined  to  fake  my 
chance  with  the  women,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  them  into  the  round-houfe, 
where  I  found  eleven  perfons ; 
Mrs.  Pollen,  and  three  fervants, 
Mrs.  Barnes,  three  children  and 
maid.  Percy ra,  and  Focke.  All 
the  reft:  of  our  dear  friends,  except 
thofe  who  were  loft  by  getting  into 
the  boats,  were  immediately  wafhed 
overboard. 

“  Shortly  after,  the  life-bo2t 
came  alcngfide,  and  found  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  three  failors  upon  the 
bowfprit,  who  telling  the  captain 
of  the  life. boat  that  every  one  elfe 
was  wafhed  overboard,  it  put  off, 
leaving  us  twelve  in  the  round- 
houfe,  in  water  up  to  the  middle. 

“  There  was  only  one  dry  bed. 
place,  into  which  we  put  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  Mr.  Focke  prayed  for 
God’s  fake  we  would  permit  him 
to  go  in  too,  as  he  could  not  en¬ 
dure  the  cold.  Mr.  Pereyra  fat 
upon  a  cheft,  and  had  Mrs.  Pollen 
on  his  knees  ;  Mrs.  Barnes  fat  up¬ 
on  another  cheft,  with  her  little 
one  at  her  breaft,  the  water  cover* 
ing  the  c hefts. 

t(  That  night  we  all  went  to 
prayers,  forgave  our  enemies,  and 
refigned  ourfelves  to  the  Almighty. 

“  Next  morning  at  eight  o’clock, 
Anthony,  who  was  out,  gave  no¬ 


tice  that  the  life-boat  was  at  the 
bowfprir.  I  went  out  with  Mrs. 
Pollen  and  the  youngeft  child ; 
Mrs.  P.  with  great  difficulty  reach¬ 
ed  the  life- boat.  I  was  twice 
knocked  down  by  the  fea,  with  a 
child  in  one  arm,  but  fncceeded  in 
keeping  faft  hold  with  the  other. 
Finding,  however,  my  ftrength 
failing  me,  l  gave  the  child  to  Ann 
(Mrs.  B.’s  maid),  defiring  her  to 
remain  where  (he  was,  till  I  could 
fend  one  of  the  men  from  the  life¬ 
boat  to  take  the  child.  Whether 
fhe  attempted  to  follow  me  or  not 
I  cannot  fay,  but  juft  as  I  threw 
myfelf  into  the  boat,  the  bailors 
called  out  that  the  woman  with 
the  child,  and  a  man,  were  wafhed 
overboard  :  this  man  was  Hearn, 
Mrs.  Pollen’s  fervant. 

il  The  weather  was  too  boifter- 
ous  to  permit  the  boat  to  remain 
long  where  it  was ;  it  therefore  put 
off  with  Mrs.  Pollen,  her  fervant 
Anthony,  Mrs.  Pereyra,  and  my¬ 
felf. 

“  When  we  reached  the  fhore, 

I  told  the  people  there  were  ft  ill 
four  living  perfons  on  board,  viz. 
Mrs.  Barnes,  her  two  children, 
and  the  third  fervant  of  Mrs. 
Pollen.  They  were  with  difficulty 
perfuaded  to  return,  and  fucceeded 
in  faving  them. 

u  Mr.  Focke  had  died  during 
the  night,  from  cold,  in  the  little 
bed-place  before  deferibed  ;  the 
body  is  now  on  fhore,  and  is  to  he 
buried  to-morrow,  according  to 
the  directions  he  gave  me  about 
half  an  hour  before  his  death. 

“  Mr.  Pereyra  is  not  expe&ed 
to  furvive  this  day, 

“  Mrs.  Barnes  is  laid  up,  having 
had  her  feet  frozen.  Mrs.  Pollen 
is  tolerable,  but,  as  you  can  ima¬ 
gine,  very  low.  We  were  upwards 
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of  forty  hours  without  meat  or 
drink,  and  mull  have  all  perifhed, 
had  we  remained  fix  hours  longer. 

,  A  dreadful  affray  took 
12  *  place  this  night  in  White¬ 

chapel,  between  a  body  of  Portu- 
guele  and  a  body  of  American  fai- 
lors.  The  forces  had  been  affem- 
bled  on  both  ftdes  during  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  and  about  ten  at  night 
they  came  to  a  ferious  engage¬ 
ment  ;  they  fought  with  flicks, 
Hones,  fwords,  knives,  and  every 
other  weapon  that  they  could  muf- 
ter.  Two  of  the  Americans  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  feveral 
wounded,  two  of  whom  are  not 
expended  to  recover.  One  of  the 
men  who  was  killed  had  his  fkull 
fradlured  by  the  point  of  a  flick  of 
an  umbrella,  which  was  forced  in¬ 
to  his  head  near  his  ear.  Some  of 
the  ringleaders  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon. 
j  ^  This  morning  an  inquefl 
^  1  '  was  held  at  the  Swan,  the 
corner  of  Church-flreet,  Lambeth, 
on  the  body  of  Mifs  Jemima  Prof¬ 
fer,  about  ten  years  of  age,  the 
daughter  of  a  refpeftable  tradefman 
in  ihe  Strand,  who  loft  her  life  by 
falling  from  a  barge  into  the 
Thames,  about  four  o'clock  on 
Sunday  evening  laft.  She  had  juft 
returned  from  boaiding-fchool,  and 
was  on  a  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Davies  in  Nort’numberland-ftreet. 
The  deceafed  went  in  company 
with  Mifs  Anne  Davies,  on  boaid 
a.  barge  at  the  end  of  the  flreet,  it 
being  a  fine  evening,  and  the  tide 
high  up.  As  they  xvalked  along 
the  gunwale  of  the  veflel,  Mifs 
D.,  who  was  foremoft,  fuddenly 
miffed  her  companion,  and,  upon 
looking  into  the  water,  Die  could 
difeern  her  clothes,  though  her 
face  was  not  vifible.  She  gave  an 


alarm,  but  the  body  hid  funk  be¬ 
fore  a  boat  could  reach  the  fpot. 
Several  perfons  repeatedly  endea¬ 
voured  with  drags  to  recover  the 
body  ;  but  it  was  not  found  until 
between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  on 
Monday  night,  when  T.  Duffin,  a 
waterman,  faw  the  body  lying 
partly  on  the  fhore,  and  partly 
immerfed  in  water,  oppolite  Lam- 
beth-paiace.  Verdict  — Accidental 
Death. 


MancheJler.—^'Yzzx\zs  of  ^  , 
the  weavers  affenibled  yef-  ’ 
terday  at  and  near  the  New. crop?, 
and  in  Newton -lane  ;  but  they  dif- 
perfed  peaceably,  after  being  cau¬ 
tioned  by  the  general  fent  hither  to 
command  the  troops,  Sir  Charles 
Rofs,  I  believe,  who  humanely  ad- 
vifed  them  to  return  to  their  em¬ 
ployment,  left  a  contrary  conduct 
fhould  fubjebt  them  to  difagreeable 
confequences.  Everything  has  been 
tranquil  during  this  day. 

Munch  eft  er  —  Owing  to  ^  ^ 
the  perfect  tranquillity 
which  reigned  here  during  the 
greater  part  of  laft  week,  i  had 
cherifhed  the  hope  that  every¬ 
thing  was  fettled,  and  any  further 
communication  from  me,  on  fo  dif¬ 
agreeable  a  fubjedft,  rendered  unne- 
celfary.  This  hope,  however,  I 
regret  to  fay,  has  been  difappointed. 
Ycllerday,  large  bodies  of  refrac¬ 
tory  weavers  again  affenibled  in 
St.  George’s-fieids  and  neighbour¬ 
ing  ftreets,  and  not  only  flopped 
all  the  looms  they  found  at  work, 
but  intercepted  every  weaver  com¬ 
ing  in  with  finifhed  pieces,  or  go¬ 
ing  out  with  frefli  work,  forcing 
the  workmen  to  return  from  whence 
they  came.  Some  pieces,  indeed, 
are  laid  to  have  been  actually  cut 
out,  or  deftroyed  in  the  looms. 
Confiderable  bodies  of  the.  above 
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deluded  artifans  have  likewife  met 
in  the  fame  places  this  day,  but  in¬ 
dicated  rather  a  peaceable  difpofi- 
tjon.  Parties  of  the  fourth  dra¬ 
goon  guards  have  patrolled  the 
ftreets  in  that  vicinity  during  the 
day  ;  a  meafure  which  has  pro¬ 
bably  prevented  a  repetition  of  the 
feenes  of  ycflerday,  and  afforded 
the  well-difpofed  country-weavers 
a  quiet  ingrefs  and  eg  refs. 

^  ,  •  A  very  novel  fpecies  of 

duel  has  lately  taken  place 
at  Paris.  M.  de  Granpree  and  M. 
Le  Pique  having  quarrelled  about 
Mademoifelle  Tirevit,  a  celebrated 
opera-dancer,  who  was  kept  by 
the  former,  but  had  been  difeo- 
vered  in  an  intrigue  with  the  latter, 
a  challenge  enfued.  Being  both 
men  of  elevated  mind,  they  agreed 
to  fight  in  balloons,  and  in  order 
to  give  time  for  their  preparation, 
it  was  determined  that  the  duel 
fhould  take  place  on  that  day 
month.  Accordingly,  on  the  3d 
of  May,  the  parties  met  at  a  held 
adjoining  the  Thuilleries,  where 
their  refpe&ive  balloons  were  rea¬ 
dy  to  receive  them.  Each,  attended 
by  a  fecond,  afeended  his  car, 
loaded  with  blunderbuffes,  as  pif- 
tols  could  not  be  expe&ed  to  be 
efficient  in  their  probable  lituations. 
A  great  multitude  attended,  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  balloons, but  little  dream¬ 
ing  of  their  purpofe  :  the  Parifians 
merely  looked  for  the  novelty  of  a 
balloon  race.  At  nine  o’clock  the 
cords  were  cut,  and  the  balloons 
afeended  majeftically  a  mid  ft  the 
(bouts  of  the  fpeCtators.  The  wind 
was  moderate,  blowing  from  the 
N.N.W.  and  they  kept,  as  far  as 
could  be  judged,  within  about 
eighty  yards  of  each  other.  When 
they  had  mounted  to  the  height  of 
about  geo  yards,  M.  Le  Pique 


fired  his  piece  ineffectually ;  almofl 
immediately  after,  the  fire  was  re¬ 
turned  by  M.  Granpree,  and  pene¬ 
trated  his  ad  verfary’s  balloon  ;  the 
confequence  of  which  was  its  ra¬ 
pid  defeent,  and  M.  Le  Pique  and 
his  fecond  were  both  dafhed  to 
pieces  on  a  houfe-top,  over  which 
the  balloon  fell.  The  victorious 
Granpree  then  mounted  aloft  in 
the  grandefl  fly  le,  and  defeended 
fafe  with  his  fecond,  about  feven 
leagues  from  the  fpot  of  afeenfion. 

Manchejier.  —  I  am  extremely 
forry  to  fay,  that  the  weavers  have 
met  again  this  day,  and  evinced  a 
more  turbulent  difpofition  than  at 
any  period  of  the  difpute.  They  have 
burnt  in  effigy  feveral  refpe&able 
manufacturers,  whom  they  deem 
the  moft  hollile  to  their  claims, 
and  flopped  every  loom  in  that 
part  of  the  town,  which  is  unfor¬ 
tunately  the  feene  of  their  unlaw¬ 
ful  meetings.  Many  pieces  of  dif¬ 
ferent  goods  have  been  malicioufly 
deflroyed  by  means  of  fpirit  of 
vitriol  or  aqua  fortis,  which  they 
artfully  convey  to  theloomsthrough 
the  medium  of  a  fyringe,  from 
which  the  dcflruCtive  ingredient  is 
fquirted  through  the  broken  panes 
in  the  windows  ;  and  fometimes  it 
is  dropped  upon  the  bags  hung 
over  workmen’s  (boulders,  con¬ 
taining  pieces. 

The  women  are,  if  poffible,  more 
turbulent  and  mifehievous  than  the 
men.  Their  infolence  to  the  fol- 
diers  and  fpecial  conflables  is  in¬ 
tolerable,  and  they  feem  to  be  con¬ 
fident  of  deriving  impunity  from 
their  fex.  Two  men  were  appre¬ 
hended  yeflerday,  and  three  this 
day,  and  lodged  in  the  New  Bai¬ 
ley  prifon.  One  of  the  perfons 
concerned  in  burning  the  prifon  at 
Rochdale  has  likewife  been  taken 
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into  cuftody,  an  1  committed  to 
Lancafter-caille. 

To  fuch  a  length  have  thefe  de- 
luded  men  carried  their  audacity, 
that  written  papers  were  this  day 
fluck  upon  the  walls  in  Newton- 
lane,  &c.  threatening  deftruCtion 
to  the  houfes  of  all  weavers  who 
fhall  attempt  to  throw  a  fhuttle, 
until  every  manufacturer  agrees  to 
an  advance  of  wages. 

The  military  continue  upon  duty 
night  and  day,  and  the  magiftrates 
and  conftables  are  indefatigable  in 
their  exertions  to  preferve  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity.  With  exception 
of  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  all  is 
quiet,  mod  of  the  weavers  having 
refumed  their  work. 

Ne  w  VOLC  A  NO. — A  Letter  from 

John  B,  Dabney ,  Efq.  Conful  of 

the  United  States  of  America ,  to 

a  Friend  at  St,  Michael’s. 

u  Fayal,  (Azores)  June  25,  1808. 

“  Dear  Sir — A  phenomenon  has 
occurred  here  not  un'ufual  in  for¬ 
mer  ages,  but  of  which  there  has 
been  no  example  of  late  years ;  it 
was  well  calculated  to  infpire  ter¬ 
ror,  and  has  been  attended  with 
the  deftruCtion  of  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty.  On  Sunday,  the  ift  of 
May,  at  one  p.  m.  walking  in  the 
balcony  of  my  houfe  at  St.  Anto¬ 
nio,  I  heard  noifes  like  the  report 
of  heavy  cannon  at  a  diftance,  and 
concluded  there  was  fome  fea  en¬ 
gagement  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ifland.  But  foon  after,  calling 
my  eyes  towards  the  ifland  of  St. 
George’s,  ten  leagues  diilant,  I 
perceived  a  denfe  column  of  fmoke 
rifing  to  an  immenfe  height  :  it 
was  foon  judged  that  a  volcano 
had  burft  out  about  the  centre  of 
that  ifland  ;  and  this  was  rendered 


certain  when  night  came  on,  the 
fire  exhibiting  an  awful  appear¬ 
ance.  Being  defirous  of  viewing 
this  woaderful  exertion  of  nature, 

I  embarked  on  the  3d  of  May, 
accompanied  by  the  Britifh  conful, 
and  ten  other  gentlemen,  for  St. 
George’s.  We  ran  over  in  five 
hours,  and  arrived  at  Vellas,  the 
principal  town,  at  eleven  a.  m. 
We  found  the  poor  inhabitants 
perfectly  panic-ftruck,  and  wholly 
given  up  to  religious  ceremonies 
and  devotion.  We  learned  that 
the  fire  of  the  if!  of  May  had 
broken  out  in  a  ditch,  in  the  midft 
of  fertile  paflures,  three  leagues 
S.  E.  of  Vellas,  and  had  immedi¬ 
ately  formed  a  crater,  in  fize  about 
24  acres.  In  two  days  it  had 
thrown  out  cinders  or  fmall  pumice 
Hones,  that  a  flrong  north-eaft  wind 
had  propelled  foutherly ;  and  which, 
independent  of  the  mafs  accumu¬ 
lated  round  the  crater,  had  covered 
the  earth  from  one  foot  to  four 
feet  in  depth,  half  a  league  in  width, 
and  three  leagues  in  length  ;  then 
palling  the  channel  five  leagues, 
had  done  fome  injury  to  the  eaft 
point  of  Pico.  The  fire  of  this 
large  crater  had  nearly  fubfided  ; 
but  in  the  evening  preceding  our 
arrival,  another  fmall  crater  had 
opened,  one  league  north  of  the 
large  one,  and  only  two  leagues 
from  Vellas.  After  taking  fome 
refrefhment,  we  vifited  the  fecond 
crater,  the  fulphureous  fmoke  of 
which,  driving  foutherly,  ren¬ 
dered  it  impracticable  to  attempt 
approaching  the  large  one.  When 
we  came  within  a  mile  of  the  cra¬ 
ter,  we  found  the  earth  rent  in 
every  direction,  and,  as  we  ap¬ 
proached  nearer,  fome  of  the  chafms 
were  fix  feet  wide;  by  leaping 
over  fome  of  thefe  chafms,  and 
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making  windings  to  avoid  the 
larger  ones,  we  at  length  arrived 
within  200  yards  of  the  fpot,  and 
faw  it  in  the  middle  of  a  padure 
diftinftly,  at  intervals,  when  the 
thick  fmoke  which  fvvept  the 
earth  lighted  up  a  little.  The 
mouth  of  it  was  only  about  yo 
37ards  in  circumference;  the  fire 
feemed  ftruggling  for  vent  ;  the 
force  with  which  a  pale  blue 
flame  iffued  forth,  refembled  a 
powerful  fleam  engine,  multiplied 
a  hundred  fold  ;  the  noife  was 
deafening,  the  earth  where  we 
flood  had  a  tremulous  motion,  the 
whole  ifl and  feemed  convulfed, 
horrid  bellowings  were  occafion- 
ally  heard  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  earthquakes  were  fre¬ 
quent.  After  remaining  here  about 
ten  minutes,  we  returned  to  the 
town.  The  inhabitants  had  modly 
quitted  their  houfes,  and  remained 
in  the  open  air,  or  under  tents. 
We  palled  the  night  at  Vellas, 
and  the  next  morning  went  by 
water  to  Urfulina,  a  fmall  fea.port 
town,  two  leagues  fouth  of  Vellas, 
and  viewed  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  covered  with  the  cinders  be¬ 
fore-mentioned,  and  which  has 
turned  the  mod  valuable  vineyards 
in  the  ifland  into  a  frightful  de¬ 
fart.  On  the  fame  day  (the  4th  of 
May)  we  returned  to  Fayal,  and 
on  the  ^th  and  fucceeding  days, 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  fmall  vol¬ 
canoes  broke  out  in  the  fields  we 
had  traverfed  on  the  3d,  from  the 
chafms  before  deferibed,  and  threw 
out  a  quantity  of  lava,  which  tra¬ 
velled  on  flovvly  towards  Vellas. 
The  fire  of  thofe  fmall  craters  fub- 
fided,  and  the  lava  ceafed  running 
about  the  nth  of  May  ;  cn  which 
day  the  large  volcano,  that  had 
Iain  dormant  for  nine  days,  bnrft 


forth  again  like  a  roaring  lion, 
with  horrid  heJchings,  diftindily 
heard  at  twelve  leagues  didance, 
throwing  upprodigious  large flones, 
and  an  immenfe  quantity  of  lava, 
illuminating  at  night  the  whole 
ifland.  This  continued  with  tre¬ 
mendous  force  until  the  5  th  of 
June,  exhibiting  the  awful  yet 
magnificent  fpe£lac!e  of  a  perfect 
river  of  fire  (diflindtiy  feen  from 
Fayal)  running  into  the  fea.  On 
that  day  (the  5th)  we  experienced 
that  its  force  began  to  fail,  and  in 
a  few  days  after  it  ceafed  entirely. 
The  didarice  of  the  crater  from 
the  fea  is  about  four  miles,  and  its 
elevation  about  3500  feet. 

The  lava  inundated  and  fwept 
away  the  town  of  Urfulina,  and 
country. houfes  and  cottages  adja¬ 
cent,  as  well  as  the  farm-houfes, 
throughout  its  courfe.  It,  as  ufual, 
gave  timely  notice  of  its  approach, 
and  mod  of  the  inhabitants  fled  ; 
fome  few,  however,  remained  in 
the  vicinity  of  it  too  long,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fave  their  furniture 
and  effects,  and  were  fealded  by 
fiafhes  of  fleam,  which,  without 
injuring  their  clothes,  took  off  not 
only  their  fkin,  but  their  ftefh. 
About  fixty  perfons  were  thus  mi- 
feral)  ly  fealded,  fome  of  whom  died 
on  the  fpot,  or  in  a  few  days  after. 
Numbers  of  cattle  fhared  the  fame 
fare.  The  judge  and  principal  in¬ 
habitants  left  the  ifland  very  early. 
Theconflernation  and  anxiety  were 
for  fome  days  fo  great  among  the 
people,  that  even  their  domedic 
concerns  were  abandoned,  and 
amidd  plenty  they  were  in  danger 
of  darving.  Supplies  of  ready- 
baked  bread  were  fent  from  hence 
to  their  relief,  and  large  boats 
were  fent  to  bring  away  the  inha¬ 
bitants  who  had  loft  their  dwel¬ 
lings. 
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lings.  In  fhort,  the  ifland,  here¬ 
tofore  rich  in  cattle,  corn,  and 
wine,  is  nearly  ruined ;  and  a  icene 
of  greater  defolation  and  dill  refs 
has  feldom  been  witneffed  in  any 
country. 

A  weaver  of  Trafford,  near 
Chefter,  has  lately  worked  a  piece 
of  table-linen,  of  the  uncommon 
length  of  ig2i-  yards,  a  circurru 
ftance  before  unknown  in  that 
branch  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  Cunnington  opened  various 
barrows  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stonehenge  this  month,  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  Richard  Hoare, 
bart.  and  with  the  aid  and  aflift- 
ance  of  A.  B.  Lambert,  Efq.  and 
found  a  number  of  curious  remains 
of  Celtic  ornaments,  fuch  as  beads, 
buckles,  and  broaches  in  amber, 
wood,  and  gold  ;  one  of  which, 
for  its  elegance  and  appropriate 
form,  is  at  once  a  proof  of  the  no¬ 
bility  of  the  perlon  for  whom  the 
barrow  was  raifed,  and  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  the  arts  at  the  period  of 
the  interment,  about  3000  years 
from  the  prefen t  period.  The 
fhape  of  this  curious  article  is  coni¬ 
cal,  and  the  exaCt  form  of  the  bar- 
row  itfelf,  which  it  was  moft  pro¬ 
bably  intended  to  figure.  Con¬ 
ceive  a  piece  of  wood,  imbricated 
in  layers,  one  over  the  other,  to 
the  fummit  of  the  cone,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  thin  plates  of  pure  gold, 
and  adorned  with  circles  round  the 
middle,  and  near  the  bottom  with  a 
triangular  feftoon  about  the  lower 
edge,  in  which  are  two  holes  for  a 
thread  or  wire  to  fufpend  it. 

Singular  Animal. — A  refpefl- 
able  farmer  of  Weflrip,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  has  a  calf, 
bow  about  feven  weeks  old,  which 
Las  but  three  legs.  The  two  fore 
legs  are  perfeft,  but  there  is  only 
Vol»  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 


one  behind,  which,  however,  ferves 
him  to  walk  with  ;  which  he  does 
with  as  much  freedom  as  if  he  pof- 
felled  the  other. 

An  extraordinary  large  fifh  was 
caught  a  few  days  ago,  in  a  mac¬ 
kerel  net,  at  Mount’s-bay,  of  a 
fpecies  to  which  the  fithermen  were 
ftrangers ;  but  we  are  informed,  by 
a  gentleman  of  confiderable  zoolo¬ 
gical  fcience,  who  faw  it,  that  it 
was  a  male  of  the  fifh  denominated 
the  balking  fhark.  It  was  full  30 
feet  long,  and  of  great  bulk.  Its 
liver  alone  was  eiiimated  at  a  ton 
weight.  A  man  might  eafily  have 
crept  down  its  throat.  The  ftrength 
of  its  jaws  was  fo  great,  that  the 
fifherman  having  thruft  his  boat* 
hook  into  its  mouth  to  turn  it, 
while  ffruggling  in  the  net,  it  fnap- 
ped  off  the  fhaft  of  it,  he  fa  id,  as 
if  it  were  a  pipe-flem.  A  female 
of  the  balking  fhark,  but  of  lefa 
bulk,  was  caught  a  few  years  ago 
on  the  coaft  of  Dorfetfhire. 

Ireland*— On  Monday  . 
fe’nnight,  the  fcaffolding  2'  'U 
which  has  been  raifed  round  the 
fpire  of  St.  Patrick’s  cathedral, 
Dublin,  (in  order  to  reach  the  top, 
fome  time  fince  difturbed  by  a  thun- 
der-ftorm,)  having  been  completed 
to  within  ten  feet  of  the  ball,  a 
.  thoughtlefs  wretch,  for  a  fmall 
wager,  determined  to  be  the  firfl 
who  fhould  reach  the  ball.  He 
accordingly  clambered  up  by  his 
hands  and  knees,  and,  to  the  ev 
treme  terror  of  a  multitude  offpec- 
tutors,  placed  himfelf  aftride  that 
part  of  the  fpire  which  the  florm 
had  bent  into  a  horizontal  pofuion  ; 
he  had  fcarcely  done  fo,  when,  to 
the  horror  of  thofe  below,  the 
whole  gave  way,  and,  with  the  ball 
and  about  one  ton  of  the  ftone- 
work,  the  unhappy  wretch  was 
Series.  *  F  precipi- 
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precipitated  in  a  moment  :  he  fell 
upon  the  firft  fcafFold,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  by  the  weight  through  the 
two  next  ftages,  when  his  clothes 
entangled  in  the  timbers,  and 
he  was  detained  •  the  ball  patted 
to  another  itage  of  the  fcaf- 
folding,  and  the  done- work,  hurled 
from  a  height  of  200  feet,  was 
forced  nearly  a  yard  beneath  the 
furface  of  the  pavement  in  Pa- 
erick’s-clofe.  The  man  foon  ex¬ 
tricated  himfelf  from  his  difficul¬ 
ties,  defcended  exultingly  to  the 
ftreet,  and  was  carried  in  perfect 
fafety  to  the  next  whifkey-ihop, 
to  celebrate  this  extraordinary  ex¬ 
ploit.  The  ball  was  put  up  in  the 
year  1754. 

Died. — 4th.  At  Glencullen, 
county  of  Dublin,  aged  100  years, 
Valentine  Walih,  farmer.  He  en¬ 
joyed  perfed  health  until  within 
a  few  days  of  his  death,  was  a  keen 
iportfman,  and  a  jovial  companion, 
much  attached  to  his  native  whif- 
key,  of  which  he  drank  regularly 
two  quarts  a  day  in  grog,  till  a 
week  before  his  death. 

10th.  Mr.  Robert  Wootton, 
of  Nottingham.  He  was  known 
by  the  appellation  of  “  The  fleeple 
climber/’  having  been  famous  for 
repairing  fpire  fteeples  without  the 
aid  of  fcafrolding.  In  this  dan¬ 
gerous  undertaking  he  ufed  only 
ladders,  hooks,  and  belts.  In 
1789,  he  repaired  Sr.  Peter’s 
fleeple,  Nottingham,  and  after 
having  finifhed  it,  he  heat  a  drum 
round  the  top  of  it,  and  drank  a 
bottle  of  Nottingham  ale  there,  in 
the  prefence  of  thoufands  of  fpec- 
rators. 

K 

19th.  At  his  houffi  in  High- 
flreer,  Mary-le-bone,  aged  70, 
-Alexander  Dairy mple,  Efq  \  a 
gentleman  who,  by  his  abilities 


and  the  mediant  labour  of  half  a 
century,  had  attained  the  well- 
earned  reputation  of  undifputed 
pre-eminence  beyond  all  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  in  the  important  fei- 
ence  of  hydrography.  He  was 
difmitted  from  his  fituation  of 
hydrographer  to  the  Britidi  navy  on 
the  28th  of  May  laft  ;  and  it  is 
faid  that,  in  the  opinion  of  his  me¬ 
dical  attendants,  he  died  in  confe- 
quence  of  vexation  refulting  from 
the  event.  He  left  a  paper  expla¬ 
natory  of  the  tranfa&ion. 

27th.  Aged  1 10  years  and  fix 
months,  Mary  Ralphfon,  of  Kent- 
flreet,  Liverpool. 

At  Shenton,  aged  106  years, 
Jofeph  Lemon.  He  retained  the 
life  of  all  his  faculties  to  the  laft. 

At  Llanvon,  near  Aberyftwith, 
Jeremiah  Davies,  the  Welch 
dwarf,  aged  58;  meafuring  only 
forty-fix  inches  in  height  ;  his 
perfon  was  the  perfection  of  fymme* 
try,  which  is  rarely  found  in  a 
dwarf. 


JULY. 

While  two  colliers  were 
in  the  aft  of  defeending  a 
coal  pit,  at  Stanmore,  and  were 
about  one  third  of  the  way  down, 
the  bucket  in  which  they  were, 
became  unhooked,  and  they  were 
precipitated*  to  the  bottom  ;  one 
of  them  was  killed  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  other  fo  much  bruifed  that 
his  life  is  defpaired  of. 

On  Saturday  fe’nnight  one  of 
thofe  phenomena  which  rarely  oc¬ 
cur  in  thefe  climates  took  place 
near  Kirkconnel,  about  fix  miles 
above  Sanquhar,  which  had  a  moil 
terrifying  afpeft.  In  the  afternoon 
a  large  black  cloud  appeared  to 
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reft  on  the  hill  of  Corfencon,  which 
foon  fhifted  and  ftood  over  the 
coal  pits,  about  two  miles  from 
that  place,  when  a  whirlwind  ap¬ 
parently  riling  diredly  below  it, 
appeared  to  ftrike  the  cloud.  At 
that  inftant  a  loud  and  confufed 
noife  was  heard,  and  the  water 
immediately  defeended  with  great 
velocity,  in  an  awful  and  tremen¬ 
dous  manner,  tearing  up  the  ground, 
and  ftones  of  immenfe  fize,  where- 
ever  it  touched.  Thofe  who  wit- 
nelfed  this  feene,  deferibe  the  wa¬ 
ter  defeending  from  a  confiderable 
height,  in  broken  columns  rolling 
over  one  another,  which,  when  it 
approached  near  the  earth,  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  fmall  point  in  an  inverted 
conical  fhape.  The  day  was  un¬ 
commonly  warm  and  fultry,  and 
fcarce  a  breath  of  wind  could  be 
felt. 

A  remarkable  inftance  of 
l0‘  *  the  fatal  effeds  of  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  virulent  animal  mat¬ 
ter  into  the  human  fyftem,  lately 
happened  in  the  cafe  of  James  Grey, 
a  Ihepherd,  in  the  fervice  of  Mr. 
Archbold,  ofHetton,  who,  in  the 
ad  of  Ikinning  a  fneep  which  had 
died  of  difeafe  (the  thorter  ill]  and 
was  at  the  time  in  a  ftate  of  putref- 
cence,  accidentally  cut  one  of  his 
fingers  with  the  knife.  The  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  poifonous  matter  was 
truly  aftonifning  ;  for  on  his  going 
home  in  the  evening,  he  complained 
to  his  wife  ft  that  he  had  inoculated 
himfelf,  and  he  already  began  to  feel 
the  bad  confequenceo  of  it  over  ail 
that  fide  of  his  body  on  which  the 
finger  was  cur.”  At  five  the  next 
morning,  medical  affiftance  was 
fent  for,  but  no  kind  of  relief 
cOuld  be  given  ;  and  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity  did  the  morbific  matter  at. 
taak  his  fyftem?  that  he  became  a 
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corpfe,  in  the  higheft  degree  of 
putridity,  by  eleven  o’clock  that 
day,  being  lefs  than  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  introduction  of  the 
matter. 

A  lingular  inftance  of  the  faga- 
ci f y  of  a  Newfoundland  dog  oc¬ 
curred  a  few  days  fince  on  the 
river.  As  Mr.  Cook,  who  keeps 
a  tavern  in  Cleveland-ftreet,  and  a 
party  of  friends,  were  returning 
from  Richmond,  where  they  had 
been  {pending  the  day,  the  boat 
upfet  a  little  below  Kew-bridge, 
in  confequence  of  Mr.  C.,  who  is  a 
very  corpulent  man,  fhifting  from 
his  fide  of  the  boat  too  fuddenly. 
Having  a  Newfoundland  dog  on 
board,  the  faithful  animal  imme¬ 
diately  laid  hold  of  his  mafter,  and 
took  him  on  fhore,  and  returned 
again  with  an  aftonifning  fpeed  to 
the  boat,  and  continued  to  go 
backwards  and  forwards  until  he 
had  refeued  fix  men  from  their 
perilous  fituatiens  in  lefs  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  to  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  a  multitude  of  fpedators, 
who  had  affembled  on  the  bridge. 

Manor- houfes  Hayes ,  Middle/ex , 
Julij'  13,  1808. 

The  extraordinary  heat  of  yef- 
terday  and  to-day,  which  exceeds 
any  ever  previoufly  experienced  in 
England,  induces  me,  fays  Mr. 
Walker,  to  fend  you  a  corred  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  as  obferved  in  a  north 
open  afped  at  this  houfe,  by  two 
thermometers,  by  Ramfden  and 
Cary,  quite  detached. 

OnTuefday  the  12th  inft.  at  two 
P.M.  both  ftood  at  -  87  deg. 

At  midnight  -  -  69 

At  half  paft  eleven  this 
morning  -  -  90 

And  at  this  inftarr,  at 

one,  have  fallen  to  -  88 
The  hot  Sunday  and  Tuesday, 
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in  the  year  1790,  only  amounted  to 
83  degrees  in  open  (haded  iitua- 
tions.  The  average  heat  of  the 
Weft  Indies  is  about  82  degrees. 

The  thermometer  under  the 
northern  entrance  of  the  Royal 
Exchange,  was  Thurfday  at  noon 
at  87.  in  a  tranfparent  glafs  ther¬ 
mometer  at  a  window  in  the  Strand, 
on  Wednefday  afternoon,  it  was 
10  r. 

The  heat  of  the  atmofphere  in 
the  north-eaftern  parts  of  Lincoln, 
on  Wed  nefday  the  13th,  exceeded 
what  it  is  ftated  to  have  been  in 
moft  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  A 
thermometer,  made  by  Nairne  and 
Blunt,  hanging  in  the  (hade,  in  a 
north  afpecd,  at  Gainfborough,  at 
one  o’clock  in  the  day  flood  at 
mnetv-four  degrees  (ten  degrees 
higher  than  the  meteorological  re- 
cords  of  this  county  (late  it  to 
have  ever  been  beiore).  Human 
efforts  were  paralized  under  fuch  a 
temperature,  and  many  o(  the 
brute  creation  died  ;  as  did  like- 
wife  feveral  labourers  and  tra¬ 
vellers.  A  refpedable  correfpon- 
dent  allures  us,  that  “  a  large 
quantity”  of  fneep  were  found  dead 
at  Burgh  in  the  Marfh,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Spillby,  which 
had  perifhed  by  the  heat. 

The  following  is  an  exadl  ftate- 
ment  of  the  height  of  the  thermo¬ 
meter,  from  July  11  to  19  inclu- 
Bve,  expofed  to  the  open  air  in  a 
northern  afpeft,  in  james-flreet, 
Buckingham-gate.  Monday,  July 
11,80  degrees.  Tuefday  12,  88f. 
Wednefday  13,  94.  Thurfday  14, 
91.  Friday  r 5 »  77-  Saturday  16, 
86.  Sunday  17,  83.  Monday  18, 
84.  Tuefday  19,  92.  In  Kent, 
on  the  13  th,  the  thermometer  was 
at  98  ;  in  various  parts  of  London,.. 


near  100,  and  expofed  to  the  fun  at 
its  greateft  heat  147. 

In  the  king’s  bench  an  ^ 
indi&ment  was  tried  againft 
Edward  Brown,  Edward  W.  Ro¬ 
berts,  and  Elizabeth  Dorothy  Ro¬ 
berts,  alias  Brown,  alias  Cole,  for 
a  confpiracy  to  cheat  divers  tradef- 
men  of  their  goods,  by  deceit  and 
mifreprefentation  : — Brown  took  a 
houfe  at  No.  36,  Great  Coram- 
ftreet,  Ruflel-fquare,  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  paflfed  for  his  wife.  They 
had  a  chariot  and  fervants  proper 
for  fuch  an  eftablhhment,  and  their 
habit  was  to  drive  to  tradesmen's 
houfes  and  give  their  orders,  the 
manfton  in  Coram-ftreet  ferving  as 
a  convenient  depot  for  the  article* 
furnilhed.  The  al moft  uniform  re- 
prefentation  by  Brown  was,  that  he 
was  a  wine-merchant  of  eminence, 
and  carried  on  bulinefs  in  the  city, 
where  he  had  a  fuitable  counting- 
houfe ;  and  that  he  had  eftates  in 
Scotland.  The  fraud  was  confum- 
mated  by  confefting  a  judgment 
Roberts,  who  having  entered  the 
houfe  upon  that  judgment,  fought 
to  fell  the  goods  in  execution  un¬ 
der  the  fheriff’s  hammer.  In  de¬ 
fence  it  was  attempted  to  be 
(hown,  that  Roberts  was  not 
a  party  to  the  mifreprefentaa 
tions,  and  that  the  confefled 
judgment  was  given  to  him  for 
monies  he  had  lent  Brown.  It  was 
alfo  infifted,  that,  notwithftanding 
Mrs.  Roberts  had  paflfed  for  Mrs. 
Brown,  nothing  criminal  had  taken 
place  between  them,  and  that  (he 
was  the  unfeduced  wife  of  Roberts. 
The  jury  found  all  the  defendants 
guilty. 

In  the  court  of  exchequer  or 
Monday  was  tried  an  aflion  at  the 
fuit  of  the  e&cife  office,  a  gainfl: 

Meflfrs. 
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Meflrs.  Brown  and  Parry  and 
•others,  proprietors  of  the  Golden- 
lane  brewery,  for  duties*  By  fe- 
veral  ads  of  parliament,  common 
brewers  felling  wholefale  are  allow¬ 
ed  a  dedudion  of  i|d.  of  the  duties 
on  beer  in  name  of  leakage,  {pil¬ 
lage,  &c.  but  this  is  not  extended 
to  brewers  who  fell  their  own  beer 
in  retail.  The  prefent  company 
confifts  of  600  fubfcribers,  of  whom 
i2o  are  viduallers,  and  it  was 
therefore  contended  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  full  duty  as  felling 
their  own  beer  by  retail.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  contended,  that 
this  by  no  means  conftituted  the 
company  retail  fellers,  efpecially 
as  the  fubfcribers  to  the  brewery 
paid  exadly  the  fame  for  their  beer 
as  any  indifferent  perfon ;  that 
every  brewery  in  town  had  houfes 
belonging  to  them,  and  in  which, 
particularly  on  a  houfe  being 
empty,  they  place  their  own  fer- 
vants  to  fell  their  beer,  and  all  of 
them,  except  this,  had  their  own 
taps  where  they  fold  their  beer 
themfelves,  in  the  regular  courfe 
of  retail.  It  was  agreed,  on  the 
iuggeftion  of  the  lord  chief  baron, 
to  take  a  fpecial  verdid,  fubjed  to 
the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  fo- 
licitor-general  faid,  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  defendants  would, 
he  prefumed,  have  no  objedion  to 
paying  in  the  money  allowed  to  be 
due  for  duties,  amounting  to 
24,000/.  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  in 
court,  immediately  tendered  the 
amount  in  exchequer  bills,  orwould 
next  day  pay  the  fame  in  cafh, 
adding,  that  they  were  like- 
wife  willing  to  pay  intereft  from 
the  time  a  flop  was  put  to  their 
payment  by  the  legiflature. 

Brijlol .  The  ftorm  oflaft 
ioth,  •  ,  , 

night  appears  to  have  ex¬ 


ceeded,  in  awful  phenomena,  any 
one  recorded  for  many  years  paft. 
Unlike  the  tempefts  of  the  milder 
zones,  the  thunder  was  remarked  to 
roll  in  one  continuous  roar  for  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  during 
which  time,  and  long  afterwards, 
the  flnfhes  of  lightning  followed 
each  other  in  the  mod  rapid  and  un¬ 
interrupted  fucceffion.  But  the  moft 
tremendous  circumftance  attending 
this  elemental  tumult  was  the  de- 
ftrudive  hail-fhower  which  accom¬ 
panied  its  progrefs.  It  may  be 
doubted,  however,  whether  fuch 
a  name  be  applicable  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  phenomenon  ;  flnce 
the  mafles  of  ice  which  fell  on  the 
places  where  the  tempeft  mod 
fiercely  raged,  bore  no  refemblance 
to  hail-ftones  in  formation  or  mag¬ 
nitude,  moil  of  them  being  of  a 
very  irregular  and  polygonal  fhape, 
broad,  flat,  and  ragged  ;  and  many 
of  them  rrjeafuring  from  three  to 
nine  inches  in  circumference.  They 
appeared  like  fragments  of  one  vaft 
plate  of  ice,  and  broken  into  fmall 
mafles  in  its  defcent  towards  the 
earth.  The  tempeft  arofe  in  the 
fouth-weft,  and,  fpreading  to  the 
north-weft,  gradually  died  away 
in  the  north-eaft.  At  Frenchay, 
there  were  between  14  and  i£oo 
panes  of  glafs  broken,  a  large  field 
of  beans  entirely  deftroyed,  and 
many  bufhels  of  wall-fruit  picked 
up;  the  lofs  is  eftimated  at  little 
lefs  than  200/. — The  row  of  trees 
before  Mr,  Tucker’s  houfe  at 

Moorend  was  fo  broken,  that  the 
'  *  * 

leaves  and  fmall  branches  lay  in 
the  road  a  foot  deep. — The  win¬ 
dows  of  J.  R.  Lucas,  Efq.  at 
Stapleton,  and  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Claxton,  at  Almondfbury,  were 
moft  of  them  broken. 

At  Newton,  Corfton,  and  JCeL 
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fton,  mod;  of  the  windows  that  lay 
in  the  diredftion  of  the  ftorm  have 
been  broken,  as  well  as  the  glafs  of 
the  hot-houfes,  Sec.  in  the  gardens ; 
and  many  windows  in  the  manfions. 
The  plantations  and  fhrubberies  of 
Mr.  Langton  were  covered  with 
leaves  and  branches  of  trees,  and 
the  pines  and  other  plants  in  his 
hot-houfes  deftroyed.  In  the  fouth 
and  weft  fronts  of  Mr.  Jolliffe’s 
manfion  not  a  pane  of  glafs  was 
left  whole  ;  and  the  ground  was 
even  the  next  morning  covered 
with  ice  that  fell. 

At  Mr.  Dickinfon’s,  Kingswef- 
ton,  Somerfet,  the  ftorm  was  tre¬ 
mendous.  All  the  windows  on 
the  fouth-weft  fide  of  the  houfe 
were  broken  ;  and  many  rooks  were 
picked  up  on  the  lawn,  killed  by 
the  weight  of  the  hail-ftones. 

At  Radftock,  feveral  fields  of 
corn  are  nearly  deftroyed,  the  ftalks 
being  moftly  cut  off  in  the  middle 
by  the  maffes  of  ice.  At  Writh- 
lington,  near  Radftock,  very  great 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  corn. 
Farmer  Hockey,  in  particular,  will 
be  a  fufferer  of  more  than  500/.  ; 
Farmer  Brown  upwards  of  360/.  ; 
Farmer  James  upwards  of  160/,; 
and  the  other  farmers  in  propor¬ 
tion.  The  ftorm  laded  about  40 
minutes  ;  and  many  of  the  hail- 
ftones  me'afured  from  fix  to  nine 
inches  in  circumference. 

A  boy  belonging  to  Mr.  Hard¬ 
ing,  of  Keynfham,  was  ftruck  down 
by  the  lightning,  and  his  recovery 
was  for  fome  time  doubtful.  A 
fheep  was  killed. 

At  Gloucefter,  a  fire  ball  burft 
in  the  College-green,  and  carried 
away  one  of  the  pinnacles  upon  the 
weft  end  of  the  cathedral. 

A  conger  eel  was  lately  taken  in 
the  wafh  at  Yarmouth,  by  a  fifher- 
8 


man,  which  meafured  fix  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty-two  inches 
in  girth,  and  weighed  three  ftone 
feven  pounds.  This  eel,  on  finding 
no  way  to  efcape,  rofe  ereCc,  and 
actually  knocked  the  fifherman 
down  before  he  could  take  it. 
Another  fiftierman  caught  an  eel 
about  a  mile  below  the  bridge  at 
Yarmouth,  fix  feet  one  inch  long, 
twenty-one  inches  in  girth,  and 
weighing  forty-two  pounds.  It 
was  exhibited  in  Harwich,  and,  in¬ 
credible  as  it  may  appear,  was  a 
lilver,  not  a  conger  eel. 

The  houfe  of  a  fuppofed  pauper, 
in  Colchefter,  who  has  taken  relief 
from  his  parifh  for  nine  years  paft, 
to  the  furn  of  42/.  7 s.  was  lately 
fearched  under  circumftances  which 
led  to  a  fuppofition  that  he  had 
fufficient  property  to  fupport  him- 
felf;  when  the  fum  of  189/.  7 s.  6d. 
in  cafh,  was  found  hoarded  upon 
the  premifes,  together  with  feven 
chefts,  each  having  from  three  to 
fix  locks,  and  containing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles  : — 32  coats,  1 1  jac¬ 
kets,  42  waiftcoats,  36  pairs  of 
breeches  and  pantaloons,  33  pairs 
of  {lockings,  2oftieets,  6  new  hats, 

1 2  pairs  of  boots  and  fhoes,  7  pairs 
of  filver  fhoe  and  knee  buckles, 
14  filk  and  other  handerchiefs. 
See.  all  of  which  it  appeared  he  had 
regularly  purchafed  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  and  which  were  of  the  beft 
quality. 

Dover. — A  moft  ftrange  ^  ^ 
phenomenon  occurred  on 
Thurfday  morning,  between  feven 
and  eight  o’clock,  the  water  be¬ 
ing  at  the  time  near  low-water 
mark  ;  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed 
three  times  in  an  hour,  and  at  one 
time  rofe  to  the  height  of  two 
feet  ;  at  the  fame  time  a  great 
rumbling  noife  was  heard*  A  cafe 

nearly 
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nearly  fimilar  took  place  about 
forty  years  fince,  which  was 
thought  to  be  in  confequence  of 
an  earthquake. 

i  Brighton. — 'The  follow- 

2  2  d 

ing  charadteriftic  exploit 
occurred  here  laft  night.  Two 
failors,  who  had  landed  but  a  fhort 
time  before  from  the  Dapper  gun 
brig,  in  palling  up  North-ftreet, 
obferved  a  whifky  handing  empty, 
at  the  door  of  the  Coach  and  Horfes 
Inn  in  North-ftreet,  a  boy  having 
the  care  of  the  horfe.  The  failors, 
both  nearly  intoxicated,  inftantly 
determined  on  a  ride,  and  prefen  t- 
lyfeated  themfelves  in  the  vehicle, 
and  called  t©  the  boy  who  held  the 
horfe  to  take  care  of  himfelf. 
Without  conceiving  it  neceffary  to 
make  ufe  of  the  reins,  the  whip 
was  now  forcibly  applied,  and  the 
horfe  at  full  fpeed  dafhed  off  with 
them.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the 
ftreet,  the  horfe  in  lieu  of  purfuing 
the  road  over  the  church  hill,  took 
another  that  led  into  a  chalk  pit, 
where,  finding  his  progrefs  impeded, 
he  turned  about,  and  returned  down 
North-ftreet  with  the  fame  degree 
of fpeed  as  he  had  previonfly  paffed 
up,  one  failor  continuing  furioufly 
to  make  ufe  of  the  whip,  while  the 
other  with  Stentorian  lung-,  de- 
fired  all  the  people  he  faw  to  take 
care  of  their  hulks,  left  his  veffel, 
which  was  failing  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  knots  an  hour,  fhould  run 
them  down.  It  was  about  half  paft 
nine,  and  rather  dark,  lo  that  the 
individuals  in  the  ftreet,  from  the 
irregular  progrefs  of  the  chaife  be¬ 
ing  as  much  on  the  foot  path  as  in 
the  road,  were  often  in  imminent 
danger.  The  failors,  however, 
paffed  through  North-ftreet,  and 
Caftle-fquare  with  fafety  ;  but, 
on  reaching  the  Steync,  the  horfe, 


inftead  of  taking  the  road  to  the 
right,  made  a  defperate  leap  at  the 
fence,  breaking  one  of  the  pofts  and  , 
two  of  the  rails,  and  throwing  the 
failors  to  the  ground.  One  of  them 
was  little  hurt,  the  other  had  two 
of  his  ribs  and  his  collarbone  bro¬ 
ken. 

During  the  heavy  ftorm  , 

•  o  '  2Cth 

of  rain,  thunder,  and  light-  ■> 
ning,  this  day,  a  ball  of  fire  ftruck 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Milton,  fifh- 
monger  and  fruiterer,  of  Crown - 
ftreet,  Walworth,  ran  down  a 
fword  hanging  at  the  window  of  a 
room  where  Mrs.  Warner  was  fit. 
ting,  without  doing  her  any  in¬ 
jury,  pafling  a  wainfeot,  which  it 
fhivered  to  pieces,  and  finally  ex¬ 
ploded  in  the  lower  room,  where 
Mrs.  Milton  was  at  breakfaft,  and 
ft  ruck  her;  fhe  fell  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  lifelefs,  but  from  the  ready  af¬ 
firmance  afforded  by  the  medical 
gentlemen,  the  ufe  of  one  fide  was 
reftored ;  the  other  is  wholly  de¬ 
void  of  feeling,  like  the  effedts  of 
a  paralytic  ftroke.  Several  other 
fhocks  were  felt  near  the  fame  fpot, 
but  we  do  not  know  of  any  other 
where  perfonal  injury  has  been  fuf- 
tained. — Great  damage  wasdoneby 
the  violent  ftorm  this  day  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Putney,  Barnes, 
and  Fulham,  but  particularly  the 
latter,  where  the  houfe  of  his  ex¬ 
cellency  the  Sardinian  ambaflador, 
and  fomc  other  houfes,  were  entire¬ 
ly  unroofed.  A  ftorm  to  an  equal 
extent  has  not  been  felt  for  many 
years. —  A  houfe  belonging  to  Mf. 
Cheefman,  fituated  in  Broomfield 
place,  Deptford,  and  the  one  ad¬ 
joining,  were  particularly  ftruck 
by  the  lightning.  The  eledtric  fluid 
appeared  to  come  from  a  fouth- 
eaft  direction,  and  ftriking  the  win¬ 
dow  of  Mr.  C.’s  houfe  obliquely, 

tors 
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tore  away  the  frame  and  fill.  In 
the  room  it  did  more  confiderable 
damage,  tearing  away  the  plafter- 
ing  and  c-eilinfg,  and  otherwife  in¬ 
juring  the  roof.  Mr.  Cheefman 
fitting  in  the  room,  was  thrown  on 
the  floor  by  the  violence  of  the 
fhock,  but  received  no  other  injury 
than  the  fright.  The  adjoining 
houfe  experienced  a  flmilar  fhock  ; 
and  two  females  in  a  room  were 
llruck  to  the  ground,  one  of  whom 
had  not  on  Wednefday  evening 
recovered  the  ufe  of  her  limbs. 

In  the  king’s  bench,  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  an  aCIion  of  damages,  at  the 
fuit  of  Sir  John  Carr,  knt.  was 
brought  againft  Meffrs.  Hood  and 
Sharpe,  bookfellers. 

The  plaintiff  had  written  a  va¬ 
riety  of  books  of  travels,  of  which 
he  made  a  confiderable  emolument. 
The  defendants  had  pubiifhed  a 
book,  called  i(  My  Pocket  Book,5’ 
ridiculing  the  plaintiff  's  writings, 
and  in  confequence  of  which  he 
was  prevented  from  difpofing  of  a 
manufcript  Tour  through  Scot¬ 
land.  For  this  he  fought  dam¬ 
ages,  not  only  to  the  amount  of  the 
lofs  fuftained,  but  to  deter  others 
from  fending  forth  fuch  fcandalous 
and  fcurrilous  publications. 

Mr.  Johnfon,  bookfeller,  proved 

that  he  purchafed  the  manufcript 

of  The  Stranger  in  France  from 

the  plaintiff  for  i  oc/.— -Sir  Richard 
* 

Phillips  depofed  that  he  purchafed 
from  the  plaintiff  his  Northern 
Summer  Tour  in  the  Baltic  for 
50c/. ;  The  Stranger  in  Ireland 
he  gave  him  700/.  for  ;  and  for  his 
Tour  through  Holland  6co/.  He 
had  feen  the  manufcript  of  the 
Tour  through  Scotland,  and 
would  have  given  600/.  if  it  had 
sipt  been  for  My  Pocket  Book, 
which  he  heard  had  depreciated 


the  works  of  the  plaintiff  fo  much, 
that  it  deterred  him.  Sir  Richard 
was  crofs-examinedby  the  attorney- 
general,  who  afked  if  he  ever 
read  Reviews :  to  which  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  did  not ;  abhorring 
the  fcurrility,  partiality,  and  mif- 
reprefentation  with  which  they 
abounded,  and  knowing,  as  he  did, 
the  manner  in  which  they  were 
manufactured.  He  had,  he  al¬ 
lowed,  for  fome  time  been  a  pub- 
lifher  of  The  Oxford  Review, 
which  had  been  fet  up  as  an 
experiment,  to  try  if  a  review  free 
from  fcurrility  would  fucceed ; 
which  it  did  not.  Being  afked 
if  he  had  not  read  The  Edinburgh 
Review,  he  faid,  he  did  not  re¬ 
member  to  have  read  more  than 
two  or  three  of  the  firfl  numbers, 
unlefs  he  might  occafionally  turn 
it  over  in  a  bookfeller’s  fhop  ;  and 
the  fame  as  to  the  other  Reviews 
mentioned  by  the  attorney-gene-^ 
ral. — He  was  afked  if  he  himfelf 
pubiifhed  no  anonymous  books. 
He  faid,  he  pubiifhed  a  great 
many  ;  but  they  contained  nofcur-^ 
rility  or  abufe.  He  was  afked, 
had  he  not  pubiifhed  books,  en¬ 
titled  Anecdotes  of  the  Founders 
of  the  French  Republic,  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Characters,  with  fome  others, 
[flere  Lord  Ellenborough  faid,  the 
witnefs  need  not  anfwer  this  quef- 
tion  to  criminate  himfelf.]  Sir 
Richard  warmly  replied,  that  he  was 
ready  to  anfwer  that,  and  all  other 
queftions  theattorney-general  might 
choofe  to  afk,  and  was  in  no  de¬ 
gree  afraid  to  criminate  himfelf 
by  acknowledging  the  contents  ot 
any  work  he  had  ever  pubiifhed. 
He,  therefore,  courted  the  quef¬ 
tions  of  the  attorney-general  rather 
than  fhrunk  from  them,  exclaim¬ 
ing,  God  forbid  that  he  fliould  be 

afhamedi 
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afhamed  to  avow,  in  that  place, 
every  aft  of  his  life.  Nothing 
was  gained  by  the  crofs-examina- 
tion,  which  lafted  above  an 
hour. 

Theattorney-general,  inhis  reply, 
declared  Sir  Richard  Phillips  mull 
either  have  flipped  inhis  teftimony, 
or  he  was  the  greateft  fool  on  earth, 
to  be,  as  he  was,  the  greateft  pub- 
lifher  of  books  in  London,  and  not 
to  read  the  Reviews  of  his  works, 
and  treat  with  his  authors  accord¬ 
ingly.  The  publication  called  My 
Pocket  Book,  the  learned  gentle¬ 
man  contended,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  fair  criticifm  of  a  book 
which  deferved  to  be  held  up  to 
public  ridicule. 

Lord  Ellenborough  obferved 
that  every  man  had  a  right  to  cri- 
ticife  the  writings  of  another,  and 
even  to  hold  them  up  to  ridicule,  fo 
that  he  call  no  perfonal  refleftions 
on  the  author.  If  fair  criticifm 
injured  the  fale  of  a  work,  it  was 
damnum  abjque  injuria .  As  to  the 
prcfent  queftion,  if  the  criticifm 
went  beyond  obfervations  on  the 
work  or  on  the  author,  merely  as 
fuch,  it  was  aftionable,  and  not 
otherwife.  The  jury  found  for 
the  defendant. — The  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  and  other  noblemen,  friends 
of  Sir  J.  Carr,  were  on  the  bench. 

Died. — 9th.  At  Hull,  the 

widow  Pindar,  aged  109  years.  ■ 

23d.  In  Cripplegate  workhoufe, 
aged  103,  Mrs.  Mary  Carey. 

Mrs.  Duke,  of  Bandon,  aged 
109  years.  The  newfpapers,  in 
announcing  her  death,  faid,  that 
{he  enjoyed  the  happinefs  during 
her  laft  illnefs,  of  feeing  197  of  her 
children,  grand-children,  and  great 
grand-children,  weeping  by  her  bed 
fide. 


AUGUST. 

That  fine  wooded  bank,  ^ 
immediately  oppofite  to 
Spring-field  paper-mill,  near  Edin¬ 
burgh,  flipped  with  a  dreadful  crafh 
into  the  river  Elk,  which  runs  at 
the  bottom,  and  fo  completely 
choked  it  up,  that  not  a  drop  of 
water  palled  for  feveral  hours.  The 
bank,  which  is  about  200  feet  in 
height,  had  difcovered  fymptoms 
of  agitation  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  for  about  an  hour  before  it 
gave  way,  the  agitation  was  ex¬ 
tremely  violent,  and  the  trees  were 
feen  falling  in  all  direftions  ;  but, 
when  it  began  to  move  in  a  body, 
it  was  awfully  grand  and  terrific, 
and  the  noife  was  equal  to  the 
loudeft  thunder. 

A  grand  dinner,  in  honour  of 
the  glorious  caufeof  theSpanifh 
patriots,  was  given  to  the  Spanifh 
deputies  at  the  city  of  London 
tavern.  The  chair  was  filled  by 
Sir  Francis  Baring  ;  and  immedi¬ 
ately  round  him  fat  the  Spanifh 
deputies,  the  Spanifh  admiral,  Por- 
tuguefe  ambaflador,  Earls  Camden 
and  Bathurft,  Vifcount  Sidmouth, 
Lords  Erlkine  and  Hawkefbury, 
Sir  C.  Price  and  W.  Curtis,  Meflrs. 
Canning,  Windham,  Perceval,  and 
Sheridan,  Aldermen  Combe  and 
Shaw,  Meflrs.  Mellifh,  Thornton, 
&c.  There  were  fix  tables  length¬ 
ways,  and  one  crofs  table,  in  the 
large  room,  at  which  328  noble¬ 
men  and  gentlemen  fat  down  to 
dinner  ;  and  in  the  adjoining  room 
there  were  72,  making  together 
400  perfons,  whofe  united  property, 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  fay,  ex¬ 
ceeded  fifteen  millions.  The  de¬ 
corations  and  ftyle  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment 
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tainment  in  general  were  moft 
fplendid.  Every  thing  was  elegant, 
profufe,  and  excellent.  There  were 
draft  for  the  day  2500  lbs.  weight 
of  turtle,  and  the  intervals  between 
the  tureens  had  every  delicacy  in 
feafon.  The  deflert  was  extremely 
magnificent.  The  fcene  was  en¬ 
livened  by  many  loyal  and  patri¬ 
otic  fongs  and  toads;  among  the 
latter  were  The  king,  The  queen, 
Prince  of  Wales,  Ferdinand  VII  ; 
Succefs  to  the  gallant  heroes  of 
Spain,  &c. ;  The  patriots  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  the  houfe  of  Braganza  ; 
The  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies ;  The 
king  of  Sweden,  Sec.  ;  all  of  which 
were  drunk  with  entnufiaftic  plau¬ 
dits.  The  health  of  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States  of  America 
was  alone  received  with  murmurs 
of  disapprobation ;  but  if  was  ex¬ 
plained,  that  it  was  to  the  prefi- 
dent  individually,  and  not  to  the 
United  States,  that  this  difapproba- 
tion  extended.  On  the  health  of 
their  noble  vifitors  being  given, 
Mr.  Canning  returned  thanks  in 
their  name.  The  health  of  the 
chairman,  and  of  Mr.  Canning, 
were  alfo  drunk.  The  Spanifh  de¬ 
puties  departed  amid  loud  tefti- 
inonies  of  refpedt  from  the  com- 
pany  at  large. 

A  curious  lufus  natures  appeared 
in  a  breed  of  three  young  canaries, 
hatched  lately  at  Aberdeen  in  a 
breeding-cage. — The  birds  are  all 
healthy,  and  now  fully  fledged,  but 
they  are  ent'rcly  without  feer. 

On  Wednefday  evening,  about  fe~ 
ven  o’clock,  as  the  daughter  of  a 
noble  peer  was  walking  up  the 
Haymarket,  leaving  her  carriage  at. 
the  entrance  into  Pall  Mall,  (he 
was  accoftedby  a  middle  aged  per- 
jfon  in  the  moft  indecent  manner. 
She  paid  no  attention  to  what  he 


faid.  At  laft,  however,  he  at¬ 
tempted  tokifsher,  and  take  other 
indecent  liberties,  when  fhe  feream- 
ed,  and  fainted  with  fright.  A 
gentleman  caught  hold  of  her  and 
fupported  her.  The  culprit  was 
feized  by  fome  gentlemen  who  had 
witneiTed  his  mifeondtift,  and  con¬ 
ducted  to  a  pump,  where  he  was 
drenched  for  half  an  hour.  They 
then  delivered  him  to  the  mob,  who 
introduced  him  to  another  pump  at 
Charing-crofs,  where  they  amufed 
themfelves  by  pumping  upon  him 
for  an  hour  longer,  and  then  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  depart,  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bruifes  and  a  broken  head. 

At  York  affixes  Jofeph  Inglefon 
was  indi&ed  for  the  commiffion  of 
a  rape  on  the  perfon  of  his  own 
daughter,  a  girl  15  years  of  age. — 
Grace  Inglefon,  the  unfortunate 
daughter  of  the  prifoner,  ftated, 
that  on  the  1 1th  of  July  fhe  went 
with  her  father  to  cut  turf,  atRad- 
lilh,  a  diftanee  of  fix  miles  ;  that 
on  their  return,  her  father  threw 
her  down  in  the  cart  ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  her  cries,  had  perpe¬ 
trated  the  foul  and  unnatural  crime 
of  which  he  Hood  charged :  yet, 
when  the  queftion  was  put  to  her 
by  the  judge,  though  (lie  was  al- 
moft  convulfed  with  agony  by  the 
recital  ct  the  tranfa&ion,  fhe  af- 
ferted,  and  perfifted  in  it,  in  the 
face  of  her  own  evidence,  and  the 
repeated  admonition  of  the  judge 
to  fpeak  the  truth,  that  the  crime 
was  committed  with  her  own  con- 
fent,  and  that  her  father  neither 
ufed  violence  nor  threats.  The 
judge,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  jury, 
faid,  whatever  fufpicions  they  might 
have,  and  however  weli.crrounded 
thofe.  fufpicions  might  be,  that  the 
unhappy  witnefs,  Grace  Inglefon, 
had,  to  fare  a  father’s  life,  fup- 

prefted 
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prefied  a  material  part  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  tranfadion  ;  yet  as  lne  had  re¬ 
peatedly  declared,  upon  her  oath, 
that  fne  was  con  Tenting  to  the 
great  crime  which  had  been  com¬ 
mitted,  the  jury  could  not  fafely 
convict  the  prifoner.  The  jury 
accordingly  returned  a  verdid  of 
Not  Guilty.  When  the  judge  ad- 
dreffed  the  prifoner  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  : — (i  Jofeph  Inglefon, 
you  have  narrowly  efcaped  paying 
the  forfeit  of  your  life  to  the  offend¬ 
ed  laws  of  your  country.  You  are, 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe, 
a  very  bad  man  ;  and  if  you  do 
not  reprefs  your  wicked  propenfi- 
ties,  you  will  certainly  terminate 
your  life  at  the  gallows  :  you  ought 
to  be  for  ever  afhamed  of  yourfelf, 
and  hide  your  face  from  the  view 
of  your  fellow-creatures. ” 

Sir  j.  Piers,  who  had  been  fo 
long  an  exile  from  Ireland  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  verdid  againft  him 
for  feducirg  lady  Cloncurry,  has 
committed  filicide  in  the  iile  of 
Man,  which  has  been  fome  time  the 
place  of  his  retreat.  The  caufe  of 
this  unfortunate  man’s  cataftrophe 
is  of  a  moft  melancholy  nature.  He 
had  debauched  the  daughter  of  a 
refpedable  clergyman,  who,  ondif- 
coveringhisdifgrace,  inftantly  (hot 
himfelf;  and  it  was  upon  hearing 
of  this  that  Sir  J.  Piers  put  an  end 
to  his  exigence  by  (hooting  himfelf 
through  the  head.  The  unhappy 
female  is  in  a  (late  of  diftradion 
that  threatens  her  life. 

Ireland.  —  A  rmagh  Affiz.es. 
Trial  of  Major  Campbell \  2 1 ji 

Regiment.  — Alexander  Campbell, 
brevet  major  in  the  army,  and  a 
captain  in  the  2 ill  regiment,  flood 
indided  ior  the  wilful  and  felonious 
murder  of  Alexander  Boyd,  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  fa  id  regiment,  by  (hooting 


him,  the  faid  Alexander  Boyd* 
with  a  piftol-bullet.  To  fupport 
this  indidment,  the  fir (l  witnefs 
produced  was — 

George  Adams,  who  Bated,  he 
has  been  affiftant-furgeon  in  the 
2 1  ft  regiment  ft  nee  April  twelve 
months ;  he  knew  major  Campbell 
and  captain  Boyd.  In  June  1807 
they  vvere  quartered  in  the  barracks 
in  rhe  county  of  Armagh,  lide  of 
NeWry.  On  the  23d  of  (aid  month 
captain  B.  died  of  a  wound  he  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  piftol-bullet,  which  pe¬ 
netrated  the  extremity  of  the  four 
falfe  ribs,  and  lodged  in  the  cavity 
of  the  belly.  On  that  day  the  re¬ 
giment  was  infpeded  by  general 
Kerr,  and  after  the  infpedion  the 
general  and  officers  meffed  toge¬ 
ther  ;  about  eight  o’clock  all  the 
officers  left  the  mefs,  except  major 
Campbell, captain  Boyd, witnefs, and 
a  lieutenant  Hall.  A  converfation 
then  commenced  by  major  Camp¬ 
bell  dating  that  i(  general  Kerr 
corrededhim  that  day  about  a  par¬ 
ticular  mode  of  giving  a  word  of 
command,  when  he  conceived  he 
gave  it  right  lie  mentioned  how 
he  gave  it,  and  how  the  general 
correded  him.  Captain  Boyd  re¬ 
marked,  “  neither  was  corred,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dundas,  which  is  the 
king’s  order.”  (This  obfervarion 
witnefs  Bated,  was  made  in  the  ufuai 
mode  of  converfation.)  Major 
Campbell  faid  it  might  not  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  king’s  order,  but 
Bill  he  conceived  it  was  not  incor- 
rcd.  Captain  B.  Bill  infifted,  “  it 
was  not  corred,  according  to  the 
king’s  order.”  They  argued  this 
fome  time,  till  captain  B.  faid,  ((  he 
knew  it  as  well  as  any  man.”  Ma¬ 
jor  C.  replied,  “  he  doubted  that 
much.”  Captain  Boyd  at  length 
faid,  u  he  knew  it  better  than  him, 
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let  him  take  that  as  he  liked. ”  Ma¬ 
jor  Campbell  then  got  up,  and  faid, 
64  then,  captain  Boyd,  do  you  fay  I 
am  wrong  ?”  Captain  B.  replied, 
6i  l  do — 1  know  I  am  right  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  king's  order.”  Major  C. 
then  quitted  the  room.  Captain 
B.  remained  after  him  for  fome 
time  ;  he  left  the  room  before  wit¬ 
nefs  or  lieut.  Hal],  but  no  obferva- 
tion  was  made  on  his  going  more 
than  any  other  gentleman  that  had 
dined  there.  Witnefs  and  lieut. 
Hall  went  out  together  in  a  fhort 
time  after  ;  they  went  to  a  fecond 
mefs-room,  and  there  captain  Boyd 
came  up  and  fpoke  to  them  ;  (the 
converfation  was  not  admitted,  as 
major  Campbell  was  not  prefent  at 
it.)  They  then  went  out  together, 
and  witnefs  left  captain  Boyd  at 
lieut.  Deivuris’s.  Jn  about  20  mi¬ 
nutes  after  he  was  called  on  to  vifit 
captain  Boyd  ;  he  went,  and  found 
him  fitting  on  a  chair  vomiting  ; 
he  examined  his  wound,  and  con¬ 
ceived  it  a  very  dangerous  one  ;  he 
furvived  it  but  1  8  hours  ;  he  flaid 
with  him  till  he  died,  during  which 
time  he  got  gradually  worfe  till 
bisdiffolutioo. 

On  his  crofs-examination,  he 
Hated,  there  was  fomething  irri¬ 
tating  in  captain  Boyd’s  manner  of 
making  the  obfervation  alluded  to  ; 
|’o  much  fo,  that  he  conceives  ma¬ 
jor  Campbell  could  not,  confident 
with  his  feelings,  pafs  it  over  ;  but 
if  a  candid  explanation  had  taken 
place,  he  does  not  conceive  the 
melancholy  affair  would  have  oc¬ 
curred. 

John  Hoey  Hated,  that  he  is 
mefs- waiter  of  the  21ft  regiment, 
and  was  fo  then.  He  remembers 
the  night  this  affair  took  place ; 
knew  major  Campbell  and  captain 
Boyd ;  he  faw  major  C.  that  night 


in  a  room  where  he  was  walking 
glafTes :  major  Campbell  had  quit¬ 
ted  the  room  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  ;  as  major  Campbell  was 
corning  up  Hairs,  captain  Boyd  was 
leaving  the  mefs-room,  and  they 
met  on  the  Hair-head;  both  went 
into  the  mefs-waiter’s  room,  and 
there  remained  ten  or  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes,  when  they  feparated.  Pri- 
foner,  in  about  twenty  minutes, 
came  again  to  witnefs,  and  defired 
him  to  go  to  capt.  Boyd,  and  tell 
him  a  gentleman  wifhed  to  fpeak 
to  him  if  he  pleafed  ;  he  accord¬ 
ingly  went  in  fearch  of  capt.  Boyd  ; 
he  found  him  on  the  parade-ground ; 
he  delivered  the  meffage,  and  capt. 
Boyd  accompanied  him  to  the  mefT- 
room  ;  no  one  was  there;  witnefs 
pointed  to  a  little  room  off  it,  as 
the  room  the  gentleman  was  in  j  he 
then  went  to  the  mefs -kitchen,  and 
in  eight  or  ten  minutes,  he  heard 
the  report  of  afhot;  thought  nothing 
of  it  till  he  heard  another  ;  he  then 
went  to  the  mefs-room,  and  there 
faw  captain  Boyd,  and  lieutenants 
Hall  and  M‘Pherfon  ;  captain  B. 
was  fitting  on  a  chair  vomiting; 
major  Campbell  was  gone,  but  in 
about  ten  or  twelve  minutes  he 
came  to  the  room  where  witnefs 
was  wafhing  fome  glafies  ;  major 
C.  afked  for  candles ;  he  got  a  pair, 
and  brought  them  into  the  (mail 
room  ;  major  C.  fhowcd  the  wit¬ 
nefs  the  corners  of  the  room  in 
which  each  perfon  Hood,  which  dis¬ 
tance  meafured  feven  paces ;  ha 
never  faw  major  Campbell  after 
till  a  week  .ago,  though  witnefs 
never  quitted  the  regiment,  and 
retained  his  employment. 

John  M£Pherfon  Hated,  that  he 
is  lieutenant  in  faid  regiment ;  knew 
major  Campbell  and  eapt.  Boyd  ; 
recollects  the  day  of  the  duel  ;  on 
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the  evening  of  that  day,  going  up 
{lairs  about  nine  o’clock,  he  heard, 
as  he  thought, major  Campbell  fay — 
<£  On  the  word  of  a  dying  man,  is 
every  thing  fair  ?”  He  got  up  be¬ 
fore  captain  Boyd  replied  ;  he  faid, 
Campbell^  you  have  hurried  me — 
you're  a  bad  maud*  Witnefs  was 
in  coloured  clothes,  and  major  C. 
did  not  know  him,  but  faid  again 
— i(  Boyd,  before  this  flranger  and 
lieut.  Hall,  was  every  thing  fair  ?” 
Capt.  B.  replied  O  no,  Campbell , 
you  know  1  wanted  you  io  wait ,  and 
have  friends.  Major  C.  then  faid, 
s<Good  God!” will  you  mention  be¬ 
fore  thefe  gentlemen,  was  not  every 
thing  fair  ?  did  not  you  fay  you 
were  ready  ?” — Capt.  B.  anfwered 
“yes/’  but  in  a  moment  after  faid, 
“  Campbell,  you’re  a  bad  man .’* 
Capt.  B.  was  helped  into  the  next 
room,  and  major  C.  followed,  much 
agitated,  and  repeatedly  faid  to 
capt.  B.  that  he  (Boyd)  was  the 
happieft  man  of  the  two.  i(  I  am 
(faid  major  C.)  an  unfortunate 
man,  but  I  hope  not  a  bad  one.” 
Major  C.  a  iked  capt.  B.  if  he  for¬ 
gave  him  ?  he  (Iretched  out  his 
hand  and  faid,  <£  I  forgive  you— I 
feel  for  you,  and  I  amfureyoudofor 
me.”  Major  C.  then  left  the  room. 

Duncan  Dewar,  adjutant  of  the 
regiment,  who  was  with  captain 
Boyd  for  fome  time  after  he  was 
wounded,  was  produced  to  (how 
captain  Boyd’s  firm  conviction  he 
would  die  in  confequence  of  that 
wound,  in  order  to  let  in  his  decla¬ 
ration  then  made  as  evidence  ;  but 
captain  B.  not  having  (before  him) 
expreffed  fuch  a  convi&ion,  that 
evidence  failed. 

Surgeon  W.  S.  Nice  was  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  fame  point,  and  like- 
wife  failed. 

Colonel  Paterfqn,  of  the  2 id  re¬ 


giment,  was  produced  to  the  fame 
point,  and  alfo  failed. 

George  Sutherland,  quarter. maf- 
ter  of  faid  regiment,  was  produced 
to  the  fame  point  ;  he  ftated  he  faw 
him  ten  minutes  before  he  died  ;  he 
was  in  bed,  agitated  with  pain,  in 
his  fenfes,  but  rolling  in  the  bed; 
he  did  not,  however,  fay  to  him 
he  thought  he  was  dying. 

Upon  this  a  fpecial  verdidt  was 
directed  to  the  jury  to  enquire 
whether  captain  Boyd,  ten  minutes 
before  his  death,  and  under  the 
circumftances  Hated,  muft  or  muff 
not  have  known  he  was  dying. 
After  fome  fhort  deliberation,  they 
found  for  the  affirmative  of  this 
iffue— (that  he  muft  have  known, 
it.)  The  declaration  was  then  ad¬ 
mitted,  but  none  could  be  proved 
within  that  place,  except  his  afking 
for  major  C.  and  his  faying,  (i  Poor 
man,  I  am  forry  for  him,’* 

John  Greenhill  was  produced 
merely  to  prove  that  major  C.  had 
time  to  cool  after  the  altercation 
took  place ;  inafmuch  as  he  went 
home,  drank  tea  with  his  family* 
and  gave  him  a  box  to  leave  with 
lieut.  Hall,  before  the  affair  took 
place.  Here  the  profecution  clofed. 

The  defence  fet  up  was  merely 
and  exclufively  as  to  the  character 
of  the  prifeoerfor  humanity,  peace¬ 
able  condudl,  and  proper  behavi¬ 
our  ;  to  this  feveral  officers  of  the 
higlieft  rank  were  produced,  who 
vouched  for  it  to  the  fulleft  extent, 
namely,  colonel  Paterfon,  of  the 
2 1  ft  regiment,  general  Campbell, 
general  Graham  Stirling,  captain 
Macpherfon,  captain  Menzies,  co¬ 
lonel  Gray,  and  many  others  whom 
it  was  unneceftary  to  produce. 

The  learned  judge  charged  the 
jury  in  a  moft  able  manner,  reca¬ 
pitulated  the  evidence,  and  ex¬ 
plained 
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plained  the  law  on  the  fubjedt  moil 
fully  and  clearly.  The  jury  re¬ 
tired,  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
brought  in  a  verdidl. — Guilty  cf 
Murder,  but  recommended  him  to 
mercy  on  the  fcsre  of  character  only . 
He  was  fen  te need  to  be  executed  on 
Monday,  but  refpited  to  Wednef- 
day  fe’nnight. 

A  fhort  time  fince,  as  fome  gen. 
tlemen  were  walking  on  the  Hoe, 
Plymouth,  curiofity  led  them  to 
fee  a  remarkable  vein  of  fine  fand, 
which  has  been  difeovered  in  the 
roidk  of  an  immenfe  body  of  lime- 
flone  rock,  which  compofes  that 
eminence  ;  the  fand  is  at  leak  fifty 
feet  above  high  water  mark,  and 
furrounded  by  the  Hone.  One  of 
the  company  thruking  his  cane  down 
to  afeertain  the  depth  of  the  kra- 
tum  of  fand,  found  that  it  kruck 
againk  fome  hard  body,  which,  on 
takisg  up  proved  to  be  one  fide  of 
the  j  aw  of  fome  non-defeript  ani¬ 
mal  :  the  teeth,  of  which  there  is 
a  double  row,  are  each  nearly  two 
inches  long,  and  the  jaw  about 
eighteen  inches  long,  and  evi¬ 
dently  carnivorous.  On  fearching 
farther,  a  joint  or  the  back  bone 
was  difeovered  of  an  amazing  fize, 
being  in  diameter,  nine  inches  and 
a  quarter  by  four  and  a  half  deep. 
There  is  no  perpendicular,  hole  for 
the  fpine,  but  three  holes  pafs  ho¬ 
rizontally  through  the  centre.  Se¬ 
veral  other  bones  were  found  near 
the  foot,  all  of  which  preclude  the 
idea  of  its  being  a  marine  genus. 

,  William  Pilkinyton  was 
loth#  •  ~ 

y  *  tried  on  an  indidfment 

charging  him  with  the  wilful  nuir. 
der  of  Montague  William  Hvndcs, 
at  the  Maze,  Southwark,  on  Fri¬ 
day  fe’nnighr,  by  difeharginga  pif- 
tol  loaded  with  ball.  The  prifoncr, 
who  married  the  daughter  of  the 
deccakd,  and  who  was  a  If©  the 


kep-fon  of  Hyndes,  who  married 
his  mother,  was  alone  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  in  the  parlour  of  the  Red 
Lion  public-houfe,  in  the  Maze, 
when  a  pikol  was  difeharged  which 
killed  the  father.  It  was  proved 
on  all  hands,  that  the  prifoner  was 
very  much  inebriated,  and  that  his 
father  and  he  lived  on  the  mok 
affectionate  terms. 

The  prifoner  made  a  very  artlefs 
defence,  in  a  way  fo  truly  penitent 
and  dikrefied,  that  tears  of  fy  in - 
pathy  were  flowing  in  every  part  of 
the  court.  He  proteffed  his  w  retch - 
ednefs,  and  the  kneere  love  he  bore 
his  father,  whom  he  had  for  a  length 
of  time  maintained,  and  never  ex¬ 
cited  his  anger. 

After  a  humane  charge  from  the 
lord  chief-baron,  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  manflaughter. — The 
prifoner  was  fentenced  to  be  impri- 
foned  twelve  months. 

The  following  fingular  adf  of  he- 
roifm  has  been  communicated  as  a, 
fadl,  on  the  authenticity  of  which 
our  readers  may  rely.  While  Mr. 
Turner,  now  refid'ent  at  Kildwick, 
in  the  Wek  Riding  of  York  (hire, 
was  in  India,  in  the  Company’s 
fervice,  he  and  five  of  his  comrades 
in  arms,  when  tracing  one  of  the 
extenfive  wilds  in  that  country, 
were  menaced  with  an  attack  from 
a  royal  Bengal  tyger.  The  animal 
was  making  towards  them  with  full 
fpeed,  and  his  companions,  intimi¬ 
dated  by  the  ferocious  afpedt  of  the 
enemy,  fought  their fafety  in  flight, 
and  in  order  to  difencurrsber  them- 
felves  from  every  thing  that  might 
retard  their  efcape,  left  their  muf- 
kets  on  the  field.  In  the  midk  of 
this  general  panic,  Mr.  Turner 
flood  undifmayed,  and  before  the 
animal  reached  him,  had  difeharged 
his  mufket,  and  lodged  feveral  fhots 
in  his  body.  Rendered  furious  by 

the 
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the  torture,  the  tyger  now  came  to 
clofe  quarters,  when  the  intrepid 
foldier  received  him  with  a  fixed 
bayonet,  which  by  fome  accident 
came  from  the  muzzle  of  the  fire¬ 
lock,  and  lodged  in  the  animal’s 
foot.  The  tyger’s  eyes  fiafhed  fire, 
and  making  a  fecondfpring  at  his  ad- 
verfary,  hefeized  him  by  the  loins, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  his  car- 
touch-box  and  fide-arms,  which 
broke  the  force  of  the  ravenous 
gripe,  certain  death  muff  have  en¬ 
tiled.  In  this  dreadful  dilemma, 
vibrating  as  it  were  betwixt  life 
and  death,  Mr.  Turner  had  the 
good  fortune  to  fix  his  hands  in  one 
of  the  wounds  of  his  furious  af- 
failant,  and  by  a  preternatural  ef¬ 
fort  of  ftrength  derived  from  his 
perilous  foliation,  tore  open  the 
wound,  and  laid  his  enemy  lifelefs 
at  his  feet.  From  this  daring  and 
heroic  aftion,  he  obtained  the  name 
of  the  man- tyger,  and  the  Eafl 
India  Company  fettled  upon  him 
a  penfion  for  life. 

.  Between  twelve  and  one 
20tl*  o’clock,  as  fome  boys 
v/ere  amufing  themfelves  gathering 
mufhrooms  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
they  ffarted  a  fox  on  the  north-fide ; 
he  ran  toward  the  Horfe  Guards, 
but  by  the  time  he  got  to  the  end 
of  the  canal,  the  word  fox  was 
echoed  from  one  end  of  the  park  to 
the  other,  fo  that  a  number  of 
people  were  colle&ed  there  to  ob. 
ftruct  his  paffage  through  the  rail¬ 
ing.  Reynard,  who  was  too  cun¬ 
ning  to  hazard  fuch  an  hod,  im¬ 
mediately  turn  ’d  tail,  to  fhow  the 
foldiers  he  had  not  been  cropped, 
and  took  the  water,  and  fwam  a 
'confider-wble  way  up  the  canal,  bid¬ 
ding  defiance  to  his  purfuers  ; 

length  two  recruits,  who  were 
expert  fwimmers,  dripped  and  fob 
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lowed  him,  but  they  were  in  a  fhort 
time  difcanced.  Reynard,  howe¬ 
ver,  got  tired  of  his  aquatic  excur- 
fion,  and  approached  the  fhore, 
when  he  was  caught  by  a  ferjeant 
of  the  3d  Foot  Guards,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  the  guard-houfe  in  triumph. 
Major  Campbell. — This  . 

unfortunate  officer  differed  2^  * 

at  twelve  o’clock  at  noon,  amidft 
a  vaft  multitude  of  fpe&ators.  He 
met  his  death  with  pious  and  be¬ 
coming  fortitude,  having  fpent  his 
lad  moments  with  Dr.  Bowie,  the 
father  of  his  amiable  and  diftreffed 
widow.  His  body,  after  having 
been  fufpended  the  ufual  time,  was 
put  into  a  hearfe  in  waiting,  which 
left  the  town  immediately,  efcorr- 
ed  by  Dr.  B.  for  Ayr,  in  Scotland, 
to  be  interred  in  the  family  vault. 
To  deferibe  the  diftreffes  cf  tb£ 
fond  wife  of  the  deceafed,  vvoiild 
be  impoffible,  Mrs.  Campbell, 
who,  it  is  already  known,  has 
ufed  every  effort  to  prefer ve  the 
life  of  her  partner,  left  London 
by  the  Glafgow  mail  on  Saturday 
night,  frantic  betwixt  hope  and 
defpair,  but  ftill  cheered  with  the 
probability  of  her  folicirude  ob¬ 
taining,  at  lead,  another  refpite. 
On  Monday  morning,  the  friend  of 
her  hufhand,  at  whofe  houfe,  in 
Bury-lireer,  Sr,  James's,  fhe  re¬ 
dded,  whilft  in  London,  received 
a  letter  from  the  lady’s  father, 
with  the  intelligence  that  “  major 
Campbell  was  no  more.”  Mrs. 
C.  reached  Ayr  on  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  very  time  the  corpfe  of 
her  hufband  arrived  ;  and  we  muff 
here  leave  the  tragic  feene.  Major 
•Campbell,  in  his  convert  don  with 
his  intimate  friends,  previously  to 
furrendering  hirrifelf,  had  always 
fa  id,  that  if  he  were  convifled 
of  murder,  he  foot? Id  differ  as 
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an  example  to  duellifts  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  but  it  was  always  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  jury  would  not  convidl 
him  of  murder*  It  has  been  erro- 
neoufly  Slated,  that  the  jury  recom¬ 
mended  the  deceafed  to  mercy  from 
his  univerfal  good  character  ;  but 
the  jury  recommended  him  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  duel  having  been  a 
fair  one,  although,  by  direction 
of  the  judge,  they  were  bound, 
on  their  oaths,  to  convidt  the  pri¬ 
soner  of  murder.  Major  Camp¬ 
bell,  previous  to  his  death,obferved 
that  life  was  not  an  objeift  fo  dear 
to  him,  as  the  reflection  was  dif- 
trefilng  that  his  children  and  family 
Should  bear  the  Stigma  that  he  was 
executed  for  murder.  His  fate  has 
been  rendered  peculiarly  interest¬ 
ing  by  the  unremitting  exertions  of 
Mrs.  Campbell,  to  procure  a  miti¬ 
gation  of  his  punifhment,  in  the 
profecution  of  which  She  appears 
to  have  endured  fatigues  of  body 
and  mind,  which  might  be  fuppofed 
too  great  for  female  Strength.  On 
her  arrival  at  Windfor,  with  a  me¬ 
morial  to  his  majefty,  fupplicating 
mercy,  it  was  paft  eight  o’clock, 
and  his  majefty  had  retired  to  his 
apartment.  Her  majeSty,  notwith¬ 
standing,  prefeuted  the  memorial 
that  night,  and  Mrs.  C.  received 
the  kindeft  attention  from  the  whole 
of  the  royal  family  ;  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  a  cafe  to  which  the 
royal  mercy  could  not  be  extend¬ 
ed,  and  the  law  has  been  accord¬ 
ingly  permitted  to  take  its 
courfe. 

Major  Campbell  made  his  efcape 
from  Ireland  after  the  duel,  and 
lived  with  his  family  under  a  ficti¬ 
tious  name  for  Several  months  at 
Chelfea  j  the  duel  took  place  in 
June  1807;  but, his  mind  became 
fo  uneafy,  that  he  at  laft  defcer- 
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mined  to  furrender  himfelf  to  take 
his  trial,  be  the  refult  what  it  might. 
He  was  a  firSf  coufin  of  the  earl  of 
Breadalbane,  a  man  efteemed  and 
beloved  by  all  his  friends.  It  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  add,  that  Mrs.  Camp¬ 
bell  is  a  molt  amiable  woman.  She 
has  four  infant  children. 

The  unfortunate cataftrophe  which 
produced  fuch  an  awful  refult  to 
major  Campbell,  it  is  hoped,  will 
not  fail  to  leave  a  leSTon  to  mankind 
of  faiutary  influence.  Both  of  the 
parties  were  gentlemen,  eminent  in 
their  profefiion,  of  high  character 
and  honour,  who  had  long  lived  on 
terms  of  mutual  friendfnip  and  ef- 
teem.  The  unfortunate  irritation 
of  a  moment  at  once  deprived  So¬ 
ciety  of  one  of  the  beft  of  men, 
and  left  a  widow  and  infant  family 
to  mourn  their  irreparable  lofs. 
Retribution  of  the  moll  awful  kind 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  other 
and  his  amiable  wife  and  infant  fa¬ 
mily  are  alfo  involved  in  all  the 
dill  refs  which  the  human  mind  can 
conceive. 

From  the  period  of  the  unhappy 
event,  to  the  doling  of  the  tragic 
feene,  major  Campbell  evinced  the 
moSl  heartfelt  grief  for  what  had 
happened  to  his  friend. 

The  fentence  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  which  tried  the  generals  wh® 
figned  the  capitulation  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Copenhagen  to  the  En¬ 
glish  has  been  made  public.  Ge¬ 
nerals  Pyeman  and  Bielfeld  are 
adjudged  to  fuSFer  death,  and  gen. 
WatterdorfF  to  be  banifhed.  The 
fentence  of  death  was  commuted 
to  that  of  banifhment. 

The  queen  of  France,  ^  . 

and  the  duchefs  of  An-  • 
gouleme,  and  their  fuite,  amount¬ 
ing  to  feventy  perfons,  arrived  on 
Monday  at  Harwich, 
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r  Middlefex  Meeting, — A 

^  *  meeting  of  the  freeholders 

of  this  great  county  was  held  at  the 
Mermaid,  Hackney.  The  bulinefs 
being  opened  by  Mr. Sheriff  Smith, 

Major  Cartwright  rofe,  and 
dated  that,  as  one  of  the  oerfons 

i 

who  had  figned  the  requifition  to 
the  fheriffs,  he  had  thought  him- 
felf  bound  to  draw  up  fome  refo- 
lu  tions  for  the  approbation  of  the 
meeting.  His  only  objefi  was  the 
good  of  the  country  and  mankind. 

The  major  here  took  an  ani¬ 
mated  view  of  the  preffnt  fituation 
of  Spain,  highly  praifmg  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  government  to  affift  that 
magnanimous  nation  in  throwing 
off  its  chains. 

The  hon.  mover  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  calling  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  to  the  remarkable  fimi- 
larity  which  exifted  between  this 
country  and  Spain.  Spain  was  a 
penin/ula — we  were  an  ifland. 
Spain  was  feparated  from  France 
by  hills — we  by  a  channel,  which 
in  particular  circumftances  might 
be  as  eafily  paffed.  They  had 
their  cortez — we  had  our  houfe 
of  commons.  They  had  achieved 
their  late  exploits  by  their  armed 
inhabitants — we  owed  the  liberties 
we  enjoyed  to  our  pvjfe  comitatusy 
the  bell  model  for  eniuring  the  li¬ 
berties  and  profperity  of  a  nation 
which  the  world  ever  faw.  It  was 
impoffible  for  us  too  ftrongly  to 
inculcate  into  the  minds  of  our 
brave  allies  in  Spain  what  we  our- 
felves  knew  to  be  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  freedom,  profperity,  and 
fafety  ; — Liberry,  and  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  !  Thefe  were 
the  only  means  by  which  a  nation 
could  be  defended  againfl  fuch  a 
power  as  France.  Since  Bona¬ 
parte  had  taken  on  him  to  diftate 
Vol.  L,  or  Vol.  VUI.  New 


to  the  Spanilh  nation,  he  had  given 
them  a  conftitution  which  would 
not  be  unworthy  the  perufal  cf 
many  gentlemen  in  the  prefent 
meeting.  In  one  claufe  their  cortez 
were  fecured  to  them,  but  in  many 
inftances  300,000  were  to  be  repre¬ 
fen  ted  by  ona-  man,  and  the  whole 
nation  by  36.  Thefe,  again,  were 
to  meet  at  leak  once  in  three  years ; 
but  this  was  to  be  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  king.  They  were  not  to  be 
at  liberty  to  make  any  of  their  pro* 
ceedings  public  ;  if  promulgated^ 
the  perfon  difcloling  them  was  to 
be  punifhed  as  if  he  had  been  guilty 
of  caufing  an  infurreftion.  Our 
cortez,  the  honourable  mover  con® 
feffed,  needed  mending ;  but,  he 
trailed,  we  would  keep  the  mend, 
ing  of  it  in  our  own  hands,  and 
would  never  allow  Bonaparte  to 
interfere  in  fo  facred,  yet  fo  ne» 
ceffary  a  work®  On  this  head, 
therefore,  he  fhould  move  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
convinced  that  the  two  nations 
could  not  do  mutual  good  to  each 
unlefs  they  ffrengthened  them- 
felves.  Freedom  and  arms  -were 
the  only  means  of  doing  fo.  Thefe 
could  only  be  fecured  by  a  fair  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  and  by 
the  pojfe  comitatus  which  we  had 
enjoyed  for  a  thoufand  years,  hav¬ 
ing  been  handed  down  to  us  from 
the  immortal  Alfred.  As  the  ho. 
nourable  mover  began  with  thank- 
ing  the  king  for  his  exertions  in  be» 
half  of  the  Spaniards,  fo  fhould 
he  end  with  moving  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  him. 

He  then  moved  the  refolutions 
feverally  ;  and  they  weie  feconded 
by  Mr.  Holt  White.  The  firft  fix 
were  as  follows  ;  and  they  were 
adopted  unanimoufly,  after  a  flight 
amendment  to  the  third,  propofed 
Series?  *  G  by 
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by  Mr.  Mellifh,  one  of  the  repre- 
fentativcs  for  the  county,  and 
cheerfully  acquiefced  in  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover. 

jft,  That  for  aiding  the  Spanifh 
patriots  the  king  is  entitled  to  the 
gratitudeof  mankind. 

2dly,  That  a  people  who  will 
fight  for  their  liberties  are  alone 
worthy  of  the  friendfhip  of  a  free 
nation, 

3dly,  That  to  have  found  fuch 
allies  is  an  event  peculiarly  grati¬ 
fying. 

4thly,  That  we  ardently  defire 
to  fee  re.eftablidied  in  Spain  the 
antient  government  of  a  king  and 
an  independent  cortez,  fo  balanced 
as  to  fecure  their  national  liberties. 

5 thly ,  That  in  the  grand  exam¬ 
ple  of  Spain  is  feen  how  a  nation 
is  to  be  defended,  and  how  Europe 
is  to  be  delivered. 

6thly,  That  what  has  been  lod 
to  the  (acred  caufe  of  human  li¬ 
berty,  by  the  levity,  the  vices,  and 
ex  cedes  of  France,  iince  from  that 
fine  departed,  we  truft  may  be  re¬ 
gained  by  the  gravity,  the  virtues, 
and  the  moderation  of  Spam. 

-  As  the  Rev.  C.  Cooke, 

1 1  *  tutor  to  the  two  Tons  of 
the  Hon.  FI.  Vernon,  of  Went¬ 
worth  Houfe,  Yorkfhire,  was  this 
day  riding  a  high  fpirited  hunter 
in  the  park,  feme  of  the  deer  crof- 

t 

fed  him,  and  caufed  the  horfe  to 
run  away  with  him.  In  vain  his 
rider  endeavoured  to  flop  him,  the 
bead  ran  at  his  fulled  fpeed  at  the 
park  (an  iron)  gate,  which  is  (even 
feet  nine  high,  and  with  very  large 
('pikes  on  the  top  ;  above  the  gate 
is  a  fine  arch  of  Portland  done,  and 
about  three  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
fpikes ;  the  horfe  never,rhelefs  en¬ 
deavoured  to  cover  the  gate,  but 
in  the  exertion  broke  the  two  crofs 


bars  of  heavy  ma fly  iron,  and  by 
the  (hock  wrenched  the  lower 
hinge  from  the  pod  ;  by  this  means 
the  gate  hung  obliquely,  when 
frantic  with  pain,  to  the  furprife  of 
every  beholder,  he  leaped  the  gate, 
and  carried  his  rider  over  perfectly 
fafe,  who  had  fome  difficulty  to 
dop  him  afterwards  from  running 
away.  So  great  was  the  concuffion, 
that  the  bone,  from  the  forehead  to 
the  nofe,  was  completely  fraftured  in 
two  parts.  The  horfe  druck  his 
rider  a  mod  violent  blow  in  his 
right  eye,  immediately  before  co¬ 
vering  his  leap,  which  has  nearly 
deprived  him  of  the  fight  of  it. 
The  horfe  is  expended  to  recover. 
An  Account  of  the  Attack  on  the  Per - 
fen  of  Jinn  izzara for  the  fuppo- 
fed  Crime  of  Witchcraft ;  and  the 
Circumftances  which  led  to  it. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Wednefday 
the  feventeenth  of  February  lad, 
Alice  Brown,  a  young  woman  of 
Great  Paxton,  imprudently  ven¬ 
tured  to  crofs  the  ice  which  then 
covered  the  furface  of  the  Oufe, 
A  thaw  of  fome  hours  had  render¬ 
ed  the  ice  unfafe,  and  fhe  had  not 
walked  many  yards  upon  it,  before 
it  gave  way,  and  let  her  into  the 
river.  From  this  perilous  fituation 
fhe  providentially  extricated  her- 
felf,  and  reached  the  oppofite  bank, 
where  her  friend,  Fanny  Amey, 
fcarcely  lefs  terrified  than  herfelf 
at  what  had  happened,  dood  anxi- 
oufly  waiting  for  her.  Shivering 
and  frightened  fhe  hadened  to  her 
father’s  houfe,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  river,  and  almod 
as  foon  as  (he  entered  was  feized 
with  a  ftrong  epileptic  fit.  Fanny 
Amey  had  been  fubjedt  to  epilepfy 
for  feveral  months  previous  to  this 
period,  and  therefore  it  is  not  at 
all  furprifmg  that  (he  fhould  be 
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fympathetically  affecfed,  and  fall 
into  fimilar  convulfions. 

Alice  Brown  did  not  fpeedily 
get  over  the  effedfs  of  her  fright  : 
her  diftreffing  (its  returned  at  fhort 
intervals,  and  difqualified  her  for 
every  kind  of  work;  indeed  fhe 
was  fo  much  reduced  by  them, 
that  her  friends  began  to  defpair 
of  her  recovery.  The  clergyman, 
inquiring  after  the  hate  of  her 
health  on  the  5th  of  April,  was 
aftoniftied  and  grieved  to  hear  from 
her  brother,  that  her  (its,  vveak- 
nefs,  and  dejedion,  were  aferibed 
to  the  effed  of  witchcraft.  “  She 
is  under  an  ill  tongue/’  faid  the 
youth.  “  As  fure  as  you  are  alive, 
fir,”  continued  a  man  who  hood 
by,  <ffhe  is  bewitched;  and  fo  are 
two  other  girls  that  live  near  her. 
There  is  a  man  in  the  town  I  come 
from  in  Bedfordfhire,  who  was  ex. 
adly  like  Alice  Brown — -he  could 
do  no  work,  loft  all  his  ftrength, 
and  was  wafting  away  very  fail, 
when  a  perfon  told  him  what  was 
the  matter  with  him,  and  how  he 
might  be  cured.  He  filled  a  bottle 
with  a  particular  kind  of  a  fluid, 
fluffed  the  cork  both  top  and  bot¬ 
tom  with  pins,  fet  it  carefully  in  an 
oven  of  a  moderate  heat,  and  then 
obferved  a  profound  ftlence.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  charm  fucceeded  ; 
for  he  faw  a  variety  of  forms  flit¬ 
ting  before  his  eyes,  and  amongft 
the  reft  the  perfed  refemblance  of 
an  old  woman  who  lived  in  the 
fame  parifti.  This  was  what  he 
wanted — he  was  now  fatisfied  who 
it  was  that  had  injured  him,  and 
that  her  reign  would  foon  be  over. 
The  woman  whofe  figure  he  faw 
died  in  a  few  days,  and  the  man 
immediately  recovered.  Thomas 
Brown  tried  this  charm  laft  night 
for  his  daughter;  and  though  a 
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ftrange  noife  was  dlftindly  heard 
twice  by  his  wife,  who  was  in 
bed  with  the  poor  girl,  it  did  not 
fucceed  according  to  our  wifhes  : 
fo  they  have  not  at  prefent  found 
out,  who  it  is  that  does  all  the 
mifehief.” 

“  Shocked,”  fays  the  writer-, 
((  at  this  man’s  abfurdity  and  fu« 
perdition,  but  infinitely  more  fo 
to  underhand  it  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  people,  that  Alice. 
Brown,  Fanny  Amey,  and  Mary 
Fox,  were  certainly  bewitched  by 
fome  perfon  who  had  purchafed  a 
familiar  or  an  evil  fpirit  of  the 
devil,  at  the  expenfe  of  his  own 
foul ;  and  that  a  variety  of  charms 
and  experiments  had  been  tried  to 
difeover  who  it  was— 

((  When  the  public  fervice  of  the 
day  was  over,  I  called  on  Fanny 
Amey  and  Alice  Brown.  It  was 
not  in  my  power  to  judge  from  the 
countenance  of  the  former  that 
any  thing  was  the  matter  with  her  ; 
fhe  was  perfectly  collected,  and 
looked  the  pidture  of  health.  Alice 
Brown  was  afleep  in  bed,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  fee  her.  At 
both  houfes  I  endeavoured  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  relations  and  friends  of 
the  young  women,  that  it  was  an 
utter  impoflibility  for  one  human 
creature  to  injure  the  health  of  an¬ 
other  by  any  invifible  and  preter¬ 
natural  procefs, — entreated  them 
to  difcountenance  notions  fo  wild 
and  irrational,  and  begged  them 
to  try  other  means  than  fehfelefs 
charms  to  recover  their  children* 

((  A  few  minutes  before  I  went 
into  church  on  the  following  Sun¬ 
day,  Ann  Izzard,  a  poor  woman 
of  Great  Paxton,  requefted  leave 
to  fpeak  with  me.  She  is  a  little 
woman,  about  fixty  years  of  age, 
and  by  no  means  ill-look,ing ;  (he 
*  G  z  has 
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has  had  eight  children  ;  five  are 
now  living.  In  tears,  and  great¬ 
ly  agitated,  (he  told  me,  her  neigh¬ 
bours  pretended  they  had  dif- 
covered  by  means  of  certain  charms 
that  (he  was  a  witch,  and  blamed 
her  for  the  fits  and  illnefs  of  Alice 
Brown,  Fanny  Amey,  and  Mary 
Fox  :  (he  laid,  they  threatened  to 
punifti  her,  abufed  her  children, 
and  frightened  her  fo  much  that 
lire  frequently  dropped  on  the 
ground  in  fainting  fits  ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  afTerting  her  inno¬ 
cence  in  thefe  words  — I  am  not  a 
witch)  and  am  willing  to  prove  it 
hy  bcin %  weighed  againjl  the  church 
Bible/3 

After  the  fermon,  the  clergy¬ 
man  acid  re  fled  the  congregation 
upon  the  fubjeft,  pointed  out  the 
folly  of  their  opinions,  the  fatal 
confequenees  which  might  reful t 
from  brooding  ever  them,  and 
tried  to  perfuade  them,  that,  al¬ 
though  they  might  be  weak 
enough  to  fuppofe  there  was  no 
harm  in  laying  violent  hands  on  a 
woman  they  madly  called  a  witch, 
yet  the  laws  of  their  country 
would,  view  their  conduct  in  a 
very  different  light. 

But  the  mania  had  taken  full 
pofleffion  of  them,  and  was  only 
to  be  cured  or  retrained  by  the 
powerful  arm  of  the  law. 

On  Thurfday,  the  fifth  of  May, 
Ann  Izzard  was  at  St.  Neots  mar¬ 
ket  ;  and  it  fo  happened  that  her 
fon,  about  fix  teen  years  old,  was 
fenr  the  fame  day  to  St.  Neots, 
by  his  mafter,  Mr.  John  Bidwell, 
a  refpeflable  farmer  of  Great  Pax¬ 
ton,  for  a  load  of  corn.  Mr.  Bid- 
well  and  his  wife  have  been  the 
fleady  friends  of  Ann  Izzard  in 
her  affliction.  They  hare  been 
very  inftrumental  in  keeping  her 
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from  the  horrors  of  defpair.  In- 
head  of  being  commended,  how¬ 
ever,  thev  have  been  abufed  and 
pointed  at  for  their  humanity'. 

When  the  lad  returned,  his  mo¬ 
ther  and  another  woman  accompa¬ 
nied  him.  Contrary  to  the  better 
advice  of  her  neighbour,  the  latter 
infilled  upon  putting  a  bafket  of 
grocery  upon  the  top  of  the  facks 
of  corn.  One  of  the  horfes  which 
drew  the  cart  was  young  and  un¬ 
manageable,  and  in  going  down 
the  hill  which  leads  into  the  village 
of  Paxton,  by  his  plunging  and 
reftivenefs,  overturned  it.  By  this 
unfortunate  accident,  the  fhop- 
keeper’s  grocery  was  materially 
damaged  ;  and  becaufe  Ann  Iz» 
zard  had  repeatedly  advifed  her 
not  to  put  the  bafket  upon  the 
facks,  fhe  charged  her  with  over¬ 
turning  the  cart  by  means  of  her 
infernal  art,  on  purpofe  to  fpoil 
her  goods.  It  will  fcarcely  be 
credited,  that  in  an  hour  after,  the 
whole  parilh  was  in  an  uproar : 
“  She  has  juft  overturned  a  loaded 
cart,  with  as  much  eafe  as  if  it  had 
been  a  fpinning-wheel,”  was  echo¬ 
ed  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other. 
Men,  women  and  children  raifed 
their  voices,  and  exclaimed,  i(  We 
have  now  proof  pofitive  of  her 
guilt— this  laft  adl  in  open  day 
fpeaks  for  itfelf — fhe  is  the  perfon 
that  does  all  the  mifehief,  and  if 
fomething  is  not  done  to  put  a  flop 
to  her  bafenefs,  there  will  be  no 
living  in  the  place.” — Nor  did 
this  extraordinary  fit  of  phrenzy 
terminate  till  they  had  made  two 
attacks  upon  her,  which,  atrocious 
as  they  muft  appear  to  every  ra¬ 
tional  perfon,  are  confidered  by 
themfelves  as  not  only  juftifiabl^ 
but  highly  meritorious. 

A  eonfiderable  number  of  peo- 
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pl«  aflembled  together,  as  it  grew 
dark  on  Sunday  evening  the  eighth 
of  May,  and  taking  with  them  the 
young  women  ridiculoufly  fup- 
pofed  to  be  betwiched,  about  ten 
o’clock  proceeded  to  the  cor  rage  of 
Wright  Izzard,  which  dands  a- 
lone,  at  fome  di dance  from  the 
body  of  the  village.  When  they 
arrived  at  this  folitary  fpot,  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  for  the  execution  of  their 
villanous  deligns,  they  broke  into 
the  poor  man’s  houfe,  dragged  his 
wife  out  of  bed,  and  threw  her 
naked  into  the  yard  ;  where  her 
arms  were  torn  with  pins,  her  head 
was  dafhed  againd  the  large  (tones 
of  the  caufeway,  and  her  face, 
ftomach  and  bread  were  feverely 
bruifed  with  a  thick  dick  that  ferv. 
ed  as  a  bar  to  the  door.  Having 
thus  fatiated  themfelves,  the  mob 
difperfed.  The  woman  then  crawl¬ 
ed  into  her  houfe,  put  her  clothes 
on,  and  went  to  the  condable,  who 
faid,  tf  He  could  not  proteCl  her, 
becaufe  he  was  not  fworn.”  The 
humanity,  protection,  and  afiid- 
ance,  which  (he  could  not  find  at 
the  condable’s,  very  happily  for 
herfelf,  die  found  under  the  roof 
of  a  poor  widow.  The  compaflion- 
ate  and  honed  Alice  Ruffel  un¬ 
locked  her  door  at  the  fird  call, 
wrapped  up  her  neighbour’s  bleed¬ 
ing  arms  with  the  niced  linen  rags 
(he  had,  affectionately  fympathized 
with  and  comforted  her,  and  gave 
her  a  bed.  But,  with  the  deeped 
grief,  it  mud  be  mentioned,  that 
the  compaffian  and  kindnefs  of 
this  poor  woman  were  the  means 
of  fhortening  her  days.  “  The 
proteCtors  of  a  witch  are  jud  as 
bad  as  the  witch,  and  deferve  the 
fame  treatment,”  cried  the  infatu¬ 
ated  populace  the  next  morning. 
Jhe  envenomed  (haft  dew  direCt 
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to  its  mark—- and  the  widow 
Ruffel  neither  ate  nor  dept  again. 
She  who  had  exhibited  during  life 
many  proofs  of  her  punctuality, 
fidelity,  and  honedy,  died,  a  mar¬ 
tyr  to  fear  and  apprehenfion,  on 
Friday  the  twentieth  of  May. 

In  the  evening  of  Monday  the 
ninth  of  May,  Ann  Izzard  was  a 
fecond  time  dragged  out  of  her 
houfe,  and  a  fecond  time  were  her 
arms  tom  with  pins  till  they 
dreamed  afrefh  with  blood.  Alive 
the  next  morning,  and  apparently 
likely  to  furvive  this  attack  alfo, 
her  enemies  refolved  to  have  her 
ducked,  as  foon  as  the  labour  of 
the  day  was  over.  On  hearing 
this,  (he  hadily  quitted  her  home, 
and  took  refuge  in  a  neighbouring 
village,  where  their  inhumanity 
and  malevolence  could  not  reach 
her. 

At  the  afiizes  for  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  on  Monday,  Aug  8, 
1808,  a  bill  of  indictment  wag 
preferred  againd  jofeph  Harper, 
James  Staughton,  Thomas  Bray- 
brook,  Mary  Amey,  Fanny 
Amcy,  and  Alice  Brown,  for  an 
adault  on  the  perfons  of  Wiight 
Izzard  and  Ann  Izzard,  of  Great 
Paxton,  in  the  night  of  Sunday, 
May  8ah,  1  808. 

Another  bill  of  indiClment  was 
preferred  againd  Edward  Briers, 
James  Staughton,  Mary  Hook,  and 
Mary  Fox,  for  an  adault  on  the 
fame  perfons  in  the  evening  of 
Monday,  May  9th.  The  fame 
were  found  true  bills  by  the  grand 
jury.  The  indiClments  were  then 
traverfed,  and  the  offending  par¬ 
ties  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace, 
and  to  appear  at  the  next  afiizes  at 
Huntingdon. 

In  North  Wales,,  a  divifion  of 
Great  Britain  which  has  been  long 

in 
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in  a  dormant  Hare,  a  vigorous 
fpirit  of  improvement  has  lately 
begun  to  manifeft  itfelf  in  different 
counties,  efpeciallv  in  Carnarvon. 
Among  the  chief  promoters  of  it 
may  be  reckoned  W.  A.  Madock, 
efq.  M.P.  A  concife  flatement 
of  what  has  been  done  by  this 
gentleman,  in  the  fhort  period  of  fix 
years,  wiii  fhow  how  greatly  pro¬ 
prietors  in  this  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom  might  improve  their  rents, 
yet  better  the  condition  of  the 
lower  clafles  of  the  community. 
The  public  improvements  now 
executed  in  North  Wales,  from 
this  gentleman’s  plans,  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing i.  A  new  harbour  at 
Porthdynlleyn  ;  whence  a  fafe  and 
conftant  pafiage  may  be  effected 
to  Dublin,  as  there  is,  at  all 
times,  abundance  of  water  for  paf- 
fage-boats.  This  great  underta¬ 
king,  of  which  Mr.  Jones  Parry 
is  alfo  an  eminent  promoter  and 
holder  of  (hares,  will  foon  be  com¬ 
pleted.  2.  A  new  road  from  this 
harbour  to  join  the  Englifh  roads, 
by  which  thirty  miles  will  be 
faved  to  travellers  from  London 
to  Dublin,  independantly  cf  much 
time,  avoiding  the  delay  and  dan¬ 
ger  of  eroding  the  Conway  and 
.Bangor  Ferries.  3.  An  improved 
line  of  perfedfly  level  road  from 
the  harbour  of  Porthdynlleyn 
through  the  new  town  of  Tre- 
Madoc  to  WorceHer  and  London, 
by  which  forty  miles  will  be  faved 
between  Dublin  and  Bath,  Chel¬ 
tenham  and  the  wefcern  towns. 
This  road  leads  through  very  beau¬ 
tiful  and  romantic fcenery.  4.  An 
excellent  road  from  Pont  Aber- 
glafslyn  to  Tre-Madoc.  This 
was  marked  out  on  the  ground  by 
Mr.  M/s  own  hand,  aflifted  by 
Dr.  Morris,  of  Morva  Lodge,  on 


the  Tides  of  mountains  fo  deep,  that 
a  man  could  fcarcely  dare  to  walk 
upright.  It  is  now  finifhed.  The 
improvements  going  forward  at 
Tre-Madoc,  are — 1.  A  harbour  on 
the  fouth-eaff  boundary  of  the  ef- 
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tate,  viz.  Ynys-Congor.  2e  A 
canal  from  this  harbour  to  the 
town  of  Tre-Madoc.  This,  w  hen 
finiflied,  will  contain  one  ftreet  of 
a  mile  in  length,  andfeveral  crofs- 
ft reets  of  a  quarter  cl  a  mile  each, 
befldes  three  fquares.  There  are 
already  built  a  market-place,  and 
elegant  market-houfe  ;  a  large 
church,  tw?o  excellent  inns,  and 
upward  of  a  hundred  houfes.  A 
weekly  market  is  eilablifhed,  with 
an  annual  fair,  and  races.  The 
houfes  are  all  built  of  grey  granite, 
and  covered  with  blue  (late.  The 
ground  it  (lands  on,  with  fome 
hundreds  of  acres  adjoining,  was 
gained  from  the  fea  by  embanking 
in  1800.  4.  Embanking  eight 

years  ago  1  800  acres  of  land  from 
the  fea  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which 
lets  from  thirty  to  forty  fhillings 
per  acre.  3.  Another  embank¬ 
ment  is  begun,  of  fhore-lands, 
contiguous,  that  will  gain  3,500 
acres  of  equal  value,  which  when 
finifhed,  will  be  the  nobleit  thing 
of  the  kind  hitherto  undertaken 
in  Britain.  An  iron  rail-way 
will  be  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
embankment,  which  will  conned: 
the  counties  of  Merioneth  and 
Carnarvon,  before  feparated  by 
this  oozy  inlet  of  the  fea.  6.  Ir¬ 
rigating  and  flooding  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  lands  gained  from 
the  fea.  7.  Planting  feveral  hun¬ 
dreds  of  acres  of  rocky  fpots  and 
mountainous  deeps  \  a  work  annu¬ 
ally  proceeding.  So  rapid  has 
been  the  growth  of  thefe  planta¬ 
tions,  that  the  parts  flrft  planted 

are 
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ate  already  worth  from  60/.  to 
joo/.  an  acre.  A  large  nurfsry  is 
eftablifhed  near  the  town,  and  con- 
fiderable  tracts  of  mountains  are 
every  year  inclofed,  and  covered 
with  larch.  The  fcarcity  of  wood 
in  this  part  of  Wales,  and  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Yny's-Congor  harbour, 
will  render  fuch  plantations  of 
great  value  in  a  very  few  years. 

9.  Eftablifhing  a  complete  wool¬ 
len  manufactory  on  the  eftate,  and 
in  the  town  an  improved  tan-work, 
in  which  the  tormentil  is  ufed. 

10.  To  thefe  may  be  added,  the 
building  of  an  elegant  villa,  in  a 
ltyle,  the  fimplicity  of  which  cor- 
refponds  with  the  nature  of  the 
fcenery  around  it.  The  difpo- 
lition  alfo  of  the  extenfive  grounds, 
the  views,  from  and  round  which, 
for  feveral  miles,  are  among  the 
mod  fingular  and  romantic  in 
Wales.  Thefe  public  improve¬ 
ments  are  widely  felt  by  the  ad¬ 
joining  counties,  and  when  the 
harbour  and  new  roads  are  finifhed 
(for  which  Mr.  M.  has  obtained 
feparate  ads  of  Parliament),  the 
influx  of  wealth  into  this  part  of 
North  Wales  will  totally  alter 
and  improve  the  condition  of  its 
inhabitants. 

Died. — In  her  107th  year, 
Dorothy  Turnbull,  of  the  Wall 
Knoll,  in  Newcaftle.  Until  with¬ 
in  three  days  of  her  death,  (he  pcf- 
fefled  her  faculties  in  an  amazing 
degree,  and  could  relate,  with 
wonderful  exadnefs,  a  variety  of 
events  which  happened  during  and 
fince  the  rebellion  of  1715. 

At  Newcaftle,  Mrs.  Jane  Orean, 
aged  10 1. 

At  Gainfborough,  Mrs.  Grace 
Revel,  aged  103. 

At  Bedford,  Mrs,  Elizabeth 
Tingay,  101. 


At  Truro,  Mr.  John  Lance, 
having  completed  his  load  year. 
He  had  never  experienced  a  day's 
flcknefs  before  that  which  occa- 
floned  his  death.  He  has  left  a 
widow  aged  95, 


SEPTEMBER. 

A  curious  piece  of  anti-  - 
quity  has  lately  been  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  church-yard  of 
Kernel  Hempftead.  In  digging  a 
vault,  the  fexton,  when  he  had  ex¬ 
cavated  the  earth  about  four  feet 
below  the  fur  face  of  the  ground, 
found  his  fpade  ftrike  againft  fome- 
thing  folid,  which,  upon  infpedion, 
proved  to  be  a  large  wrought 
ftone,  the  lid  of  a  coffin,  and  under 
it  was  found  the  coffin  entire, 
which  was  afterwards  taken  up  in 
perfect  condition  ;  but  the  bones 
contained  therein,  on  being  ex« 
pofed  to  the  air,  crumbled  to  duft® 
On  the  lid  of  the  coffin  is  an  in« 
fcription,  partly  effaced  by  time, 
but  ftill  fuffkiently  legible,  de¬ 
cidedly  to  prove  that  it  contained 
the  afhes  of  the  celebrated  OfFa, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  who  re¬ 
built  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans,  and 
died  in  the  eighth  century.  The 
coffin  is  about  64  feet  long,  and 
contains  a  niche  or  refting  place 
for  the  head,  and  aifo  a  groove  on 
each  fide  for  the  arms,  likewife 
for  the  legs ;  it  is  curioufly  carved, 
and  altogether  unique  of  its  kind. 

An  equeftrian  figure  of  his  ma. 
jefty,  on  his  favourite  grey 
charter,  has  been  formed  in  chalk, 
on  the  hills  of  Ormington  eftate, 
oppofite  Weymouth  bay.  Al¬ 
though  its  length  is  280  feet,  and 
its  height  320  feet,  yet  the  like- 
nefs  of  the  king  is  well  preferved. 
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and  the  fymmetry  of  the  horfe 
complete. 

Private  letters  lately  received 
in  town  from  North  Uift,  give 
the  following  melancholy  account 
of  the  lofs  of  a  wherry,  which  had 
been  attended  with  unufual  circum¬ 
ftances  of  diftrefs.  About  three 
weeks  ago,  a  wherry  belonging  to 
Mr.  Macdonald,  of  Brabranald, 
manned  with  four  men,  and  which 
had  a  cargo  of  cattle  on  board, 
failed  from  North  Uift,  for  the 
illand  of  Hulkar,  which  is  the 
only  ifland  between  the  North  of 

4 

Scotland  and  America,  in  that  di¬ 
rection.  When  the  veffel  failed, 
the  day  was  moderate  and  the 
wind  fair;  but  when  within  two 
leagues  of  Hulkar,  the  wind  be¬ 
came  contrary,  and  very  tempeftu- 
ous ;  the  confequerice  was,  that 
the  velfel  foundered  on  a  ridge 
of  rocks,  which  jutted  from  the 
main  illand.  Three  of  the  hands 
perifhed,  as  did  all  the  cattle  ex¬ 
cept  one  cow,  which,  together  with 
the  fourth  man,  fucceeded  in  feram- 
bling  up  to  the  top  of  this  rocky 
bland.  In  this  difmal  fituation, 
the  man  along  with  his  brute  com- 
panion  remained  for  three  days 
without  any  profpeft  of  relief.  On 
the  fourth  day  the  cow  dropped 
down  dead.  In  the  interim,  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  exiftence  as  long  as  poffible, 
the  man  opened  a  vein  in  the  cow, 
and  frequently  fucked  her  blood. 
This  fource  of  exiftence  being  cut 
off,  heafterwards  cut  out  the  tongue 
of  the  dead  animal,  and  mincing  it 
down  very  fmall,  he  fupported  ex¬ 
iftence  till  the  fifth  day  :  on  which, 
to  his  great  joy,  he  efpied  an  open 
fifhing  boat  in  the  Channel,  and 
hoifted,  with  all  his  remaining 
ftrength,  his  Ihirt  as  a  fignal  of  dif¬ 


trefs  :  the  boat  came  and  refcoetl 
him  from  his  perilous  fituation, 
Battle  between  a  Tiger  and  an  Al¬ 
ligator;  or ,  Wonderful  Injlance 
of  Providential  Prefervation ,  de- 
Jciibed  in  a  Letter  from  the  Cap~ 
tain  of  the  Davenport  Guineaman . 
i(  Some  time  after  my  arrival  at 
the  Britilh  factory,  Cape  Cafta,  on 
board  the  Davenport  Guineaman,  I 
was  fent  for  by  the  commodore, 
who  was  ftationed  in  the  Diana 
frigate  to  protect  the  trade  of  the 
place  before-mentioned,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  him  to  command  a 
Hoop,  employed  on  the  fervice  of 
conveying  flaves,  teeth,  gums,  and 
other  merchandize,  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fadlories,  fttuated  feveral 
hundred  miles  up  the  river  Congo, 
down  to  the  principal  depot  at  the 
Cape.  The  Hoop  carried  fix 
fwivels,  and  was  manned  with  nine 
negroes,  and  two  north-count ry- 
men,  named  Johnfon  and  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  former  of  whom  was  my 
mate.  After  receiving  orders  re¬ 
lative  to  the  duty  in  which  I  was 
employed,  we  proceeded  on  our 
voyage,  and  had  navigated  near 
fifty  leagues  up  the  country,  when 
one  morning  the  breezes  died  away 
fuddenly,  and  we  were  compelled, 
by  a  ftrong  current  running  again!! 
us,  to  drop  anchor  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  the  fhore.  In  this 
fituation  the  (loop  remained  for 
three  days,  during  which  time  the 
circumftances  fell  out  I  am  about 
to  communicate  ;  circumftances  fo 
improbable  in  themfelves,  fo  mar¬ 
vellous,  as  almofl  to  border  upon 
impoffibility,  but  neverthelefs  de¬ 
clared  by  me,  as  a  fpetftalor,  to  be 
a  moft  perfect  reality.  To  refume 
my  narrative — the  bofom  of  the 
deep  appeared,  as  it  does  in  thefe 

parts 
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parts  while  the  calm  prevails,  ex¬ 
tremely  tranquil,  and  the  heat, 
which  was  intolerable,  had  made 
us  fo  languid,  that  almoft  a  gene¬ 
ral  wifh  overcame  us,  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  evening,  to  bathe  in 
the  waters  of  the  Congo;  however 
myfelf  and  Johnfon  were  deterred 
from  it,  from  the  apprehention  of 
fharks,  many  of  which  we  had  ob- 
ferved  in  the  progrefs  of  our  voy¬ 
age,  and  thofe  enormoufty  large. 
At  length  Campbell  alone,  who 
had  been  making  too  free  with  his 
liquor-cafe,  was  obftinately  bent 
on  going  overboard,  and  although 
we  ufed  every  means  in  our  power 
to  perfuade  him  to  the  contrary, 
he  dallied  into  the  watery  element, 
and  had  fwam  fome  diftance  from 
the  velfel,  when  we  on  the  deck 
difcovered  an  alligator  making 
towards  him  from  behind  a  rock 
that  Hood  a  Ihort  diftance  from  the 
fhore.  His  efcape  I  now  con- 
fidered  impofiible,  his  deftruftion 
inevitable,  and  I  applied  to  John¬ 
fon  how  we  Ihould  aft,  who,  like 
myfelf,  affirmed  the  impoffibility 
to  fave  him,  and  inftantly  feized 
upon  a  loaded  carbine  to  (hoot  the 
poor  fellow,  before  he  fell  into  the 
jaws  of  the  monfter.  I  did  not, 
however,  confent  to  this,  but 
waited  with  horror  the  tragedy 
we  anticipated  ;  yet  willing  to  do 
all  in  my  power,  I  ordered  the 
boat  to  be  hoiked,  and  we  fired 
two  Ihot  at  the  approaching  alli¬ 
gator,  but  without  effeft,  for  .hey 
glided  over  his  fcaly  covering  like 
hail-ftones  on  a  tiled  penthoufe, 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  creature 
was  by  no  means  impeded.  The 
report  of  the  piece,  and  the  noife 
of  the  blacks  in  the  floop,  made 
Campbell  acquainted  with  his  dan¬ 
ger,  he  faw  the  creature  making 


for  him,  and  with  all  the  ftrength 
and  Ikiil  he  was  mailer  of,  made 
for  the  fhore.  And  now  the  mo¬ 
ment  arrived,  in  which  a  feene 
was  exhibited  beyond  the  power 
of  my  humble  pen  perfeftly  to 
deferibe.  On  approaching  with¬ 
in  a  very  fhort  diftance  of  fome 
canes  and  fhrubs  that  covered  the 
bank,  while  clofely  purfued  by  the 
alligator,  a  fierce  and  ferocious 
tyger  fprang  towards  him,  at  the 
inftant  the  jaws  of  his  firft  ene¬ 
my  were  extended  to  devour  him* 
At  this  awful  moment  Campbell 
was  prefer ved.  The  eager  tyger, 
by  overleaping  him,  encountered 
the  gripe  of  the  amphibious  mon¬ 
fter.  A  conflift  enfued  between 
them ;  the  water  was  covered 
with  the  blood  of  the  tyger, 
whofe  efforts  to  tear  the  fcaly 
covering  of  the  alligator  were  un¬ 
availing,  while  the  latter  had  al- 
fo  the  advantage  of  keeping  his 
adverfary  under  water,  by  which 
the  viftory  was  prefently  obtained, 
for  the  tyger’s  death  was  now  ef- 
fefted.  They  both  fank  to  the 
bottom,  and  we  faw  no  more  of 
the  alligator.  Campbell  was  re¬ 
covered,  and  inftantly  conveyed 
on  board  ;  he  fpoke  not  while  in 
the  boat,  though  his  danger  had 
perfeftly  fobered  him,  and  what 
is  more  lingular,  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  to  the  time  I  am  writing, 
he  has  never  been  feen  the  leaft 
intoxicated,  nor  has  he  been  heard 
to  utter  a  fingle  oath.  If  ever 
there  was  a  perfeftly  reformed 
being  in  the  univerfe,  Campbell  is 
the  man.” 

Lane  after  AJJiz.es,  Sept.  3. - - 

Charge  of  Murder. — Yefterday  the 
trial  of  Charles  Angus,  efq.  of  Li¬ 
verpool,  which  has  been  the  fub- 
jeft  of  public  intereft  and  general 
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converfation,  came  on,  for  the 
niorder  of  mifs  Margaret  Burns,  of 
Liverpool,  The  indictment  charged 
him  with  having  poifoned  the  de- 
ceafed  ;  and  another  count  charged 
him  with  having  given  her  poifon 
to  caufe  an  abortion,  fhe  being- 
pregnant. 

Serjeant  Cockell,  for  the  pro- 
feeution,  Bated  the  fubftance  of  the 
cafe  as  follows  : — 

The  prifoner  married  the  de- 
cea  fed’s  filter,  who  died  about  three 
years  fince,  and  left  two  children, 
fince  which  the  deceafed  had  lived 
with  the  prifoner  as  his  houfe- 
keeper  and  governed  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  ’  For  ionic  time  previous  to 
her  death  the  was  fufpecled  by  the 
neighbours  and  others  to  be  preg¬ 
nant.  She  died  on  the,  25th  of 
March,  and  for  two  days  previous 
fhe  was  confined,  and  no  perfon 
attended  her  conftantly  but  the 
prifoner;  and  the  circumftances 
of  her  death  were  of  fuch  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  nature,  that  the  co¬ 
roner  hearing  of  them,  called  a 
jury  to  inveftigate  them,  and  the 
refult  was  a  verdift  of  wilful  mur¬ 
der  againft  the  prifoner. 

Elizabeth  Nixon  depofed,  that 
fhe  lived  as  houfe-maid  to  the  pri¬ 
foner,  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
mifs  Burns,  who,  fhe  faid,  ap¬ 
peared  in  good  health  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  cf  the  23d  of  March  laft,  at 
feven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  At 
a  quarter  before  nine  o’clock  fhe 
faw  her  in  the  parlour,  when  file 
appeared  very  unwell,  and  was 
leaning  upon  a  chair.  She  vomit¬ 
ed  the  whole  of  the  day  black  mat¬ 
ter,  which  turned  to  green  :  fhe 
drank  about  three  quarts  of  water- 
gruel  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ;  the 
prifoner  was  generally  with  her, 
and  fhe  remained  with  the  deceafed 


all  night ;  fhe  and  her  fellow-fer* 
vant  offered  to  fit  up,  but  they  were 
refufed.  Previous  to  her  going  to 
bed,  fhe  took  two  pillows,  a  coun¬ 
terpane,  and  an  eafy  chair  into  the 
parlour.  The  next  morning,  the 
fir  ft  thing  fhe  did  fhe  went  into  the 
parlour,  and  found  the  prifoner  and 
the  deceafed,  who  appeared  much 
worfe,  having  vomited  all  night. 
She  continued  very  bad  all  day  : 
the  prifoner  continued  with  her. 
At  night  fhe  offered  to  fit  up,  but 
was  again  refufed.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  (Friday)  fhe  found  the  pri¬ 
foner  and  the  deceafed  in  the  par¬ 
lour  as  ufual ;  the  deceafed  ap¬ 
peared  much  worfe,  her  vomiting 
continued  upon  her,  together  with 
her  being  difordered  in  her  bowels. 
She  had  changed  her  drefs,  and  had 
no  ftays  on,  and  was  lying  on  a 
fofa  in  a  fixed  pofture  ;  (this  was 
to  infinuate  that  fhe  had  been  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  child.)  She  gave  the 
deceafed  fome  warm  beer,  agreea¬ 
bly  to  her  defire,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  after  fhe  was  fent  out  by  the 
prifoner  for  fome  wine  ;  on  her  re¬ 
turn  fhe  went  into  the  parlour,  and 
obferved  an  object  in  a  corner, 
which  frightened  her  fo  much,  that 
file  ran  back  and  went  into  the 
kitchen  to  the  cook.  They  both 
went  into  the  parlour,  and  the  ob¬ 
ject  proved  to  be  the  deceafed,  with 
her  face  and  knees  to  the  wall,  and 
one  of  her  legs  bent  under  her,  and 
file  a  corpfe,  which  alarmed  them 
very  much ;  they  did  not  obferve 
the  prifoner  at  firft  in  the  room, 
but  difeoveredhim  fitting  in  an  arm¬ 
chair  in  the  corner  of  the  room, 
where  they  found  him  afteep,  with 
a  cap  over  his  face,  and  wrapped 
up  in  a  counterpane.  They  had 
confiderable  difficulty  in  awaking 
him  5  and  when  they  told  him  the 

deceafed 
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deceafed  was  no  more,  he  jumped 
up,  and  exclaimed  “Good  God/” 
During  the  illnefs  of  the  deceafed, 
no  medical  man  was  fent  for,  but 
fhe  recolleded  hearing  the  prifoner 
alk  her,  if  he  fhould  fend  for  a 
dc&or  ;  to  which  fhe  replied,  he  can 
do  me  no  good.  When  the  de¬ 
ceafed  was  vomiting,  five  exclaimed 
to  the  witnefs,  <i:0  Betty,  what 
have  I  got  on  my  ftomach  ?  I  wifh 
I  had  taken  the  emetic  Ions;  fince.” 

She  was  queftioned  as  to  her  fuf- 
picions  of  the  deceafed  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  deeping  together.  She  dated 
one  circumdance,  that  the  children 
dept  with  the  deceafed  :  it  was  her 
budnefs  to  make  the  beds,  and  one 
morning  the  obferved  that  only  the 
children  dept  in  the  deceafed’s  bed. 

On  her  crofs-examination  by 
Mr.  Topping,  fhe  faid  die  faw  no 
appearance  of  a  child.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  was  of  a  penurious  difpo- 
fition,  and  had  a  great  averfion  to 
doctors  or  medical  men. 

Ann  Hopkins,  the  cook,  con¬ 
firmed  the  above,  and  faid  die  laid 
out  the  body  of  the  deceafed  ;  fhe 
had  no  days  on ;  the  had  changed 
her  drefs  from  Thurfday  to  Friday 
morning  :  die  found  two  bandages 
on  the  body.  Saw  no  appearance 
of  a  child. 

Several  females  who  knew  her, 
dated,  that  they  fufpefted  her  to 
be  pregnant  for  feveral  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  death. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Vifs,  the 
minider  of  the  parifh,  faid,  he  had 
known  the  prifoner  nine  years. 
On  the  death  of  the  deceafed  fome 
very  fhocking  reports  were  circu¬ 
lated  in  Liverpool  againll  the 
prifoner,  in  confequence  of  which 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  upon 
him  to  inform  him  of  them,  that 
he  might  refute  them,  or  bring 


the  bufinefs  to  an  invefilgation. 
The  prifoner  denied  that  the  de¬ 
ceafed  had  been  delivered  of  a 
child  ;  he  faid  it  was  impoffibie, 
for  if  fhe  had  he  mud  have  known 
it ;  and  as  to  its  being  by  him,  he 
afiigned  rather  an  extraordinary 
reafon,  viz.  that  he  had  the  mod 
tender  and  affeftionate  regard  for 
her ;  and  as  to  her  being  poifoned, 
that  was  impodible,  for  die  had 
taken  nothing  but  what  he  had 
given  her,  and  he  was,  or  ought 
to  be,  a  judge  of  the  compofition 
or  decompoiition  of  medicine. 
The  drongeft  thing  he  had  given 
her  was  cador  oil :  he  had  given 
her  black  emetic  aifo.  The  term 
black  emetic  he  explained  by  fay¬ 
ing  her  difcharge  was  black.  The 
witnefs  had  conliderable  more  con- 
verfation  with  the  prifoner,  du¬ 
ring  which  he  gave  fome  incon- 
fillent  and  contradictory  account 
of  the  tranfa&ion  ;  particularly 
his  denying  being  out  of  hishoufe, 
or  the  deceafed,  when  the  witnefs 
faw  him  at  the  Atheneum,  and  con- 
verfed  with  him.  This  was  in- 
vedigated,  in  confequence  of  its 
being  infinuated  that  he  had  con¬ 
veyed  the  child  away  at  that  time. 
The  prifoner  told  him  that  the 
deceafed  died  the  day  previous 
(Saturday),  and  fhe  died  on  Fri¬ 
day. 

The  coroner  fent  feveral  medical 
gentlemen  to  examine  and  open  the 
body,  on  Sunday  ;  and,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  verdift  of  the  jury, 
the  prifoner  was  apprehended  and 
confined  in  Liverpool  prifon. 

Dr.  Coltman  was  called  to  prove 
fome  converfation  he  had  with  the 
prifoner  refpe&ing  the  tranfaClion, 
fome  parts  of  which  were  not  con¬ 
fident.  It  was  however  proved, 
that  the  prifoner  was  much  dif- 
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treffed  in  his  mind  at  this  time,  on 
account  of  his  brother  having  loft 
the  ufe  of  his  faculties. 

Jeremiah  Steed  depofed,  that 
about  la  ft  Chriftmas  he  was  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  prifoner,  at  the 
hou'fe  of  Dr.  Trail,  to  fupper, 
when,  fpeaking  cn  the  fubjeCi  of 
anatomy,  the  prifoner  faid  he  was 
(killed  in  it  and  phyfic,  and  in- 
ftruded  fame  young  men  in  if. 

The  trial  lafted  till  paft  three 
in  the  morning,  and  the  jury  ac¬ 
quitted  the  prifoner. 

^  Thurfday,  about  twelve 
$ r  1  ‘  o’clock,  as  fome  privates 
belonging  to  the  garrifon  were  en- 
gaged  in  the  aft  of  driving  home 
the  priming  of  a  large  (hell,  by 
fome  accident  it  caught  fire  and 
exploded.  One  of  the  men  had 
part  of  his  right  hand  wholly  car¬ 
ried  away,  and  an  amputation  took, 
place  above  the  elbow.  Three 
other  men  wete  torn  and  lacerated 
in  fo  (hocking  a  manner,  that  but 
little  hopes  are  entertained  of  their 
recovery.  The  garriion  were 
thrown  into  the  utmolt  confterna- 
tion  and  confufion  from  an  appre- 
henfion  that  the  Royal  Arfenal 
had  exploded.  Several  thoufands 
of  the  inhabitants  were  feen  Hying 
in  all  directions,  from  motives  of 
perfonal  fafety. 

At  Worcefter  afhzes  a  caufe  was 
tried,  wherein  fir  John  Cottrel, 
hart,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Harris, 
defendant.  The  caufe  lafted  for 
twenty-three  hours,  and  an  ad¬ 
journment  took  place.  The  lead¬ 
ing  circumftances  of  this  cafe  were 
fhortly  thefe  : — Mr.  Harris  was 
the  fteward  of  an  elderly  lady  of 
large  property,  both  real  and  per- 
fonal.  She  had  arrived  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  70.  He  had  been 
Iter  fteward  for  four-and-twenty 


years ;  and  by  the  letters  a«d  cor- 
refpondence  between  him  and  Sir. 
J.  Cottrel,  Mr.  Harris  claimed 
the  merit  of  having  introduced 
fir  J.  Cottrel  into  the  family  of 
his  lady  and  her  maiden  fifter, 
whom  (he  furvived,  and  which  ac¬ 
quaintance  ended  in  her  deviling 
to  fir  John  Cottrel  one  of  her  very 
large  eftates,  of  which  fhe  had  the 
difpofal,  but  which  fir  John  Cot¬ 
trel  would  have  had  in  the  event 
of  her  dying  inteftare,  for  he  is 
her  heir  at  law.  This  lady  drew 
her  will  from  a  form  which  fhe 
had  from  an  attorney  at  Henley* 
and  wrote  out  all  in  her  own  hand, 
and  duly  executed  it.  She  kept 
it  locked  up  without  communica¬ 
ting  the  contents  of  it  to  any  body. 
On  the  8th  of  October,  fhe  being 
feeble  and  in  bed,  gave  directions 
to  her  waiting  woman  to  take  it 
out  of  her  efcrutoire,  and  to  give 
it  to  Mr.  Harris,  with  directions 
for  him  to  open  it,  which  he  did, 
and  difcovered  that  there  were 
omifilons  in  it;  that  fhe  had  not 
left  to  any  one  the  refidue  of  her 
eftates,  real  or  perfonal ;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  went  to  her,  and  foon  af¬ 
terwards  engroffed  with  his  own 
hands  a  codicil  as  follows  : 

“  I,  Sarah  Freeman,  of  Hen¬ 
ley  Park,  in  the  county  of  Oxford, 
widow,  having  made  my  will  the 
27th  of  June  laft,  declare  this  to 
be  a  codicil  thereto,  and  defire  it 
to  be  confidered  as  a  part  thereof. 
By  my  faid  will,  I  have  left  feveral 
annuities  to  my  fervants  and  other 
perfons ;  and  it  is  my  will  that  all 
the  faid  annuities  fo  left  by  my  will, 
ftiall  be  charged  upon  and  payable 
out  of  my  eftates  in  the  counties  of 
Worcefter  and  Hereford,  that  I 
have  bequeathed  to  the  reverend 
Denham  James  and  Jofeph  Cookes. 

I  have 
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I  have  aifo  in  my  will  omitted  to 
mention  the  refidue  and  remainder 
of  my  eftates,  real  and  perfonal, 
which  it  was  and  is  my  will  to  give 
and  devife  to  my  executor,  Jofeph 
Harris,  of  Stanford,  Worceiier- 
fhire,  after  paying  thereout  all  my 
debts,  legacies,  and  funeral  expell¬ 
ees  :  and  I  accordingly  give  and 
devife  the  fame  to  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever. 

Sarah  Freeman. 

({  Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered, 
by  the  within-named  Sarah  Free¬ 
man,  as  a  codicil  to  her  will,  in 
the  prefence  of  us,  this  loth  day 
of  October,  1806. — J.  Taylor, 
M.  D.  ;  I.  Coulfon,  furgeon  ;  Ed¬ 
ward  Mafon,  fervant  to  Mr. 
Harris.” 

This  lady  had  by  her  will  left 
all  the  reft  of  her  eftates  to  thofe 
from  whofe  anceftors  five  had  de¬ 
rived  them;  and  the  Tingle  quef- 
tion  in  thecaufe  was,  whether  this 
codicil  was  fairly  executed  by  her  ? 

Mrs.  White,  who  had  been  her 
fervant  for  many  years,  and  at¬ 
tended  her  in  her  laft  iilnefs,  gave 
an  account  of  her  ftate  of  health. 
She  was  ill  and  rambling  in  her 
mind,  and  talked  incoherently,  on 
the  6th  of  October,  fancying  her- 
felf  on  a  journey  from  Southamp¬ 
ton,  &c.  but  being  brought  into 
the  window  of  her  bed-r.om,  there 
feeing  her  fervants,  poultry,  cattle, 
&c.  upon  the  lawn,  ftie  fuddenly 
recovered,  and  became  herlelf 
again,  and  clear  in  her  underftand- 
mg ;  continued  fo  the  9th,  10th, 
and  nth  of  Otftober ;  but  on  the 
1  2th  (he  began  to  ramble  again  yet 
worfe,  and  until  the  24th,  when 
ihe  died.  Other  fervants  corrobo¬ 
rated  this  ftatement,  and  added 
oaany  particulars,  by  which  it  ap¬ 


*93 

peared  that  the  codicil  was  fairly 
executed  ;  and  it  appeared  by  the 
evidence  of  many  other  molt  re- 
fpeftable  witneffes,  that  Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  was  on  the  footing  of  intimacy 
and  affedlion  with  this  lady.  Fie 
was  Mrs.  Freeman's  legatee  under 
her  will,  before  the  codicil,  and 
had  a  legacy  of  500I.  by  it. 

In  fupport  of  the  adlion  of  ejedR 
ment  brought  by  Sir  John  Cottrel, 
as  heir  at  law,  it  was  contended 
that  this  lady  was  not  in  her  right 
mind  when  fhe  executed  this  codi¬ 
cil  ;  that  Mr.  Harris  impofed  upon 
her  for  his  ov/n  advantage.  The 
chief  witneffes  in  fupport  of  this 
were  doiftor  Taylor,  the  phyfician, 
and  Mr.  Coulfon,  the  furgeon,  who 
had  attended  her.  The  fubftance 
of  their  teftimony  was,  that  al¬ 
though  fhe  was  not  lunatic  at  the 
time  lhe  executed  this  codicil,  fhe 
was  not,  in  their  opinion,  of  fuch 
a  found  and  difpofing  mind  as  to 
be  capable  of  bequeathing  her  es¬ 
tate  ;  and  that  had  they  been  aware 
this  codicil  paffed  away  her  real  ef- 
tate,  they  would  not  have  attefted 
it  ;  but  they  thought  it  was  only 
to  fupply  fome  legal  defeift  in  the 
will,  and  give  it  vigour  and  effect 
as  a  legal  inftrumeiu,  &c. 

The  jury,  after  having  retired 
for  fome  time,  returned  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant. 

A  fatal  accident  happened  ^  } 
to  the  fervant  of  Mr.  ^tl<> 
Griffiths,  between  Brighton  and 
Rottingdean.  He  was  following 
his  mafter  on  horfebaek,  when  his 
horfe  became  reftive,  and  by  a  re¬ 
trograde  motion,  fell  with  him 
over  the  margin  of  the  cliff,  to  the 
beach,  at  leaft  60  feet  below. 
Both  horfe  and  rider  were  killed  on 
the  fpot. 


At 
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At  Marlborough  Street, 
John  Palmer,  a  man  of 
ruffian-like  appearance,  was  charg¬ 
ed  with  a  burglary,  and  with  cut¬ 
ting-  and  maiming;  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Waller,  who  had  the  care 
of  the  houfe  and  furniture.  The 
following  is  in  fubitance  the  tefti- 
mony  adduced  Waller  was  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  houfe.  No.  20,  Man- 
chefter-ftreef,  by  Mcflrs.  Kemp- 
ton  and  Co.,  auctioneers  at  Hert¬ 
ford,  a  lady  who  redded  in  it  hav¬ 
ing  departed  for  the  Eaft  Indies  a 
few  days  fince,  and  the  furniture 
was  to  have  been  fold  to-morrow. 
The  man  in  charge  left  the  houfe  at 

feven  o’clock  on  Thurfday  even- 

* 

ing,  and  on  his  return  to  bed  by 
moon-light,  at  eleven  o’clock,  he 
found  the  clothing  had  been  dif- 
turbed,  which  gave  rife  to  fufpi- 
cion  that  thieves  had  been,  or  were 
at  that  time  in  the  houfe.  He 
opened  the  door  of  an  adjoining 
bed-room,  where  he  perceived  two 
men,  one  ot  whom  (the  prifoner) 
feized  him  by  the  collar,  threw  him 
on  the  bed,  and  with  horrid  im¬ 
precations  told  him  to  be  filent,  or 
his  brains  would  be  blown  out. 
Waller  feized  an  opportunity  to 
make  towards  the  window,  when 
the  prifoner  ft  ruck  him  over  the 
head  with  a  weighty  crow-bar, 
which  felled  him  to  the  ground  : 
the  man,  however,  when  recovered 
from  the  kupefadlion  the  blow  had 
occafioned,  called  out,  Murder ! 
and  the  robbers  ran  down  ftairs. 
Some  perfons  had  caught  the  alarm 
in  the  ftreet,  and  the  prifoner  was 
fecured  whilft  climbing  over  the 
area  railing  ;  and  he  obferved  to 
the  perfon  who  took  him,  that  a 
man  was  near  murdered  in  the 
houfe.  The  other  thief  unfortu¬ 
nately  efcaped.  In  the  houfe  were 


found  feveral  moveables,  ready  • 

packed  up. 

Laft  week,  while  excavating  the 
exteniive'  refervoir  for  the  Col- 
chefter  Water  Works,  in  Balcon- 
lane,  ciofe  to  the  town  walls,  the 
workmen  fell  in  with  the  remains 
of  fome  fpacious  Roman  baths,  and 
earthen  pipes  of  a  peculiar  con- 
ftruftion  for  the  letting  in  and  out 
of  the  waters,  with  a  quantity  of 
Roman  pottery  ware,  fome  of  which 
appears  to  have  been  veffiels  for 
heating  fluids,  others  that  held 
wines,  with  fpecimens  of  varioufly 
formed  urns.  What  were  taken 
up  perfedl  are  in  the  pofleffion  of 
Mr.  Dodd,  the  engineer  ;  but  the 
greater  part  was  unfortunately  mu¬ 
tilated  by  the  pick-axes  of  the- 
workmen. 

A  poor  weaver,  who  had  a  wife 
and  feveral  fmall  children,  and  re¬ 
nd  es  at  Boltonde-Moor,  has  lately 
come  to  an  eftate  of  upwards  of 
4000k  a  year.  He  has  obtained  it 
from  a  very  wealthy  uncle,  who 
had  not  feen  him  for  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  It  appears  that  the 
uncle  did.  not  forget  his  poor  rela¬ 
tion  while  living  ;  for  he  wrote  2 
number  of  letters  to  the  nephew  in 
queftion,  which  did  not  come  to 
hand,  and  it  is  fufpedted  they  were 
intercepted  by  a  defigaihg  fervant. 
The  uncle,  however,  left  a  will, 
bequeathing  the  eftate  to  his  ne¬ 
phew,  the  poor  weaver,  provided 
he  claimed  it  within  fix  months 
after  his  death  ;  and  in  cafe  of  his 
failing  to  claim  it  within  that  time, 
the  eftate  togo  to  the  fervant,  who 
is  fufpedled  of  having  intercepted 
the  letters.  The  will,  being  of  a 
novel  nature,  became  the  fubjedt  of 
converfation  ;  and  fo  it  happened, 
that  two  travellers  at  an  inn  in 
Bolton  were  converfing  upon  the 
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fubjeft:  at  the  time  the  poor  weaver 
was  in  the  houfe,  and  within 
hearing  of  their  converfation  ;  and 
he,  knowing  that  he  had  a  rich 
uncle,  although  he  knew  not  where 
to  find  him,  foon  learned  that  the 
deceafed  pcrfon  was  his  uncle,  and 
had  left  him  tlieeftate  ;  he,  in  con- 
fequenee,  communicated  the  cir- 
cumftance  to  fome  friends,  who 
undertook  to  fee  into  the  bufinefs, 
and  he  proved  to  be  juft  within- 
the  time  limited  in  the  will  to  put 
in  his  claim. 

Dreadful  Catajlrophe —  A  boat-, 
race  for  two  filver  cups,  given  by 
J.  Templar,  efq.  of  Stover,  near 
Teignmouth,  which  were  to  be 
failed  for  on  Tuefday  fe’nnight, 
induced  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buller,  of 
Saltafh,  and  Mr.  Baker,  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  to  become  candidates  for 
the  firft  prize.  Their  two  beauti¬ 
ful  pieafure-boats,  from  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  tons  burthen,  accordingly 
ftarted  from  this  harbour  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning.  In  Mr.  Buller’s  boat 
were,  Mr.  jofiah  Thomfon,  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  ;  Mr.  John  Fofler  of  Salt¬ 
afh  ;  his  apprentice,  and  Mr.  Bul¬ 
ler’s  boy.  —  Mr.  Baker’s  boat  fol¬ 
lowed.  They  had  proceeded  as  far 
as  the  Bolt  Head,  when  they  were 
overtaken  by  a  moft  tremendous 
fquall,  accompanied  with  heavy 
rain,  which  lafted  nearly  half  an 
hour.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Buller’s 
boat  was  near  two  miles  a-head, 
and  from  the  thicknefs  of  the 
ftorm  could  not  be  difeerned  ;  but 
on  its  fubiiding,  being  ftill  inyifi- 
ble,  Mr.  Baker  concluded  fhe  had 
borne  away  for  Saltcombe,  as  the 
wind  continued  to  blow  hard,  with 
a  prodigious  {well.  After  keeping 
the  fame  courfe  for  half  an  hour, 
Mr.  Baker  determined  to  bear 
away  alfo,  and  on  nearing  the 


fhore,  faw  fomethlng  like  crab-pot 
marks,  but  did  not  particularly 
regard  them,  until  a  fhriek  was 
heard  from  thence,  when  Mr.  .Bul¬ 
ler  was  feen  with  his  head  above 
water,  fupported  by  a  topxnafi- 
fpar,  which  fortunately  was  in  the 
beat  when  fhe  went  down.  Every, 
exertion  was  now  ufed  in  faying 
Mr.  B.  who  was  almoft  gone, 
having  been  in  that  fituation  an 
hour  and  a  half.  On  being  care¬ 
fully  drawn  on  board,  every  means 
were  ufed  to  renew  that  life,  twice 
apparently  gone  ;  which  was  at  laft 
effected.  During  the  time,  Mr. 
Toiler's  apprentice,  and  Mr.  Bul¬ 
ler’s  boy,  were  perceived  at  a  little 
diftance,  holding  by  the  ends  of  an 
oar  ;  and  on  picking  up  the  latter* 
the  other,  being  quite  exhaufted, 
loofed  his  hold  and  funk  to  the 
bottom.  Every  eye  was  now  Brain¬ 
ed  in  looking  out  for  Mr.  Thomfon 
and  Mr.  Toiler,  but  without  fuc« 
cefs ;  and  after  beating  about  fora 
confiderable  time,  they  regretfully 
left  the  melancholy  feene,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  Saltcombe.  Mr.  Buller, 
when  recovered,  faid  they  had 
fhipped  a  fea  ;  and  that  Mr.  Fos¬ 
ter  was  in  the  little  boat  a-fterns 
calling  off  the  painter,  when  an¬ 
other  fea  filled  her,  and  fhe  went 
down  by  her  ftern.  Mr.  B.  recol- 
lefts  Mr.  Thomfon  fwimrring  up¬ 
right,  but  a  little  under  water,  for 
fome  time  after  (lie  funk.  He  has 
left  a  widow,  with  five  children, 
and  a  numerous  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ance,  to  lament  his  lofs.  Mr.  Fof- 
ter  was  unmarried,  but  a  refpeft- 
able  and  worthy  charafter. 

The  Sultan,  of  74  guns,  , 
captain  Griffith,  lying  at  1  ^  c 
Port  Mahon,  Minorca,  was  ftruck 
with  lightning.  The  officers. were 
at  dinner,  when,  in  a  moment*  the 
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fh Ip  received  a  dreadful  fhock,  as 
though  a  hall  of  fire  had  {truck 
her,  and  had  gone  quite  through, 
making  an  explofion  in  its  paffage 
as  loud  as  the  explofion  of  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  gun-powder.  The  officers, 
as  it  were  involuntarily,  rufhed  out 
of  their  cabins,  and  difeovered  that 
it  had  flruck  the  jib-boom,  killed 
feven  men,  badly  wounded  three 
others,  and,  conduced  by  fome  of 
the  iron  work,  ran  along  the  jib- 
boom,  tore  it  to  pieces,  ftruck  the 
cap  of  the  bowfprir,  fhivered  it, 
and  then  fell  into  the  water. 

Melancholy  A  ccident .  — -  Gijon .  — - 
Yefterday  arrived  here  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fhips  CoiTack  and  Co¬ 
met,  the  former  from  Santan¬ 
der,  the  latter  from  Plymouth, 
with  near  a  million  of  dollars  on 
board,  part  of  which  are  for  the 
fervice  of  Spain,  and  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  fhe  will  fail  in  a  day  or 
two  for  Oporto.  In  the  afternoon 
arrived  the  Swallow  brig,  capt. 
Milner,  convoying  eight  fail  of 
franfports,  lent  here  to  receive  on 
board  2000  Merino  {beep,  pre¬ 
fen  ted  by  the  junta  of  this  princi¬ 
pality  to  his  majefty.  Soon  after 
the  Swallow  came  to  an  anchor,  a 
boat  put  off  from  her  w  ith  the  cap. 
tain,  the  bon.  capt.  Herbert,  Mr. 
Creed,  and  the  agent  for  tranf- 
ports,  and  feven  feamen.  Juk 
as  thev  were  upon  the  bar,  a  fea 
broke  over,  filled  the  boat,  and 
plunged  them  into  the  fea  ;  the 
greater  part,  bv  taking  hold  of  the 
boat,  faved  themfeive-,  and  fup- 
ported  themfelves  on  oars  and 
planks  till  the  boats,  which  imme¬ 
diately  put  off  from  the  fhore, 
picked  them  up.  Unfortunately,  . 
however,  they  were  unable  to  fave 
captain  Herbert  and  Mr.  Creed, 
who  funk  before  they  arrived. 


Thefe  two  gentlemen  came  out  for 
the  purpofe  of  vifiting  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  former  was  fon  to  the  earl 
of  Carnarvon,  the  latter  to  Mr, 
Creed. 

Ireland.  — -  Dublin. — -  . 

Extraordinary  Catajlrophe. 

— The  circumftance  which  we  are 
about  to  relate,  though  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  nature,  has  been 
communicated  to  us  from  fuch  au¬ 
thority,  that  we  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  is  accurate  in  its 
general  outline  ;  we  forbear  to 
mention  names  and  places,  for  rea- 
fons  which  will  be  fufficiently  ob¬ 
vious  to  our  readers. 

A  few  miles  from  this  city,  in  a 
village  which  confifls  of  but  four 
or  five  houfes,  a  houfe  of  entertain¬ 
ment  conftantly  afforded  refrefh- 
ment  for  thofe  travellers  who  made 
it  a  reding  place.  A  refpedhible 
farmer,  a  very  few  evenings  fmee, 
having  been  at  the  Dublin  market, 
refolved  to  return  home  early,  and 
left  town  before  dinner.  Having 
reached  this  village,  he  put  up  his 
horfe  at  the  inn,  and  ordered  fome- 
rhing  to  eat.  His  meal,  &c.  being 
finifhed,  and  the  evening  coming 
on,  he  paid  his  bill  to  the  landlord 
from  a  parcel  of  notes,  one  of 
which  he  changed,  and  then  de¬ 
parted  on  his  road  home.  At  about 
the  didance  of  one  mile,  his  horfe 
dropped  a  fhoe,  and  as  a  fmitbds 
forge  was  contiguous  to  this  part  of 
the  road,  he  dismounted,  and  find¬ 
ing  the  door  clofed,  and  the  fmith 
gone  to  bed,  be  knocked  until  the 
farrier  got  up,  and  opened  the 
door.  Thie  fhoe  being  replaced, 
the  traveller  offered  the  fmith  a 
half-crown  piece,  defiring  to  get 
the  change,  which  he  declared  at 
that  hour  he  could  not  procure. 
The  traveller  feeling  that  he  had 
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oocailoned  Tome  trouble  in  dif- 
turbing  the  man,  told  him  that  he 
might  keep  the  entire.  The  poor 
fmith,  affected  by  this  unexpected 
generofity,  eyed  him  with  caution, 
and  questioned  him  which  road  he 
had  come,  and  on  being  informed 
that  he  had  Stopped  at  the  village- 
inn,  aSked  him  if  any  money  had 
been  feen  in  his  pofieSfion  in  that 
houfe  ?  To  which  the  traveller  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  certainly  had  a  large 
fum  of  money  in  his  poSTeffion. 
He  immediately  cautioned  him  to 
turn  back  to  Dublin,  for  that  not 
two  hundred  yards  on  the  road  be¬ 
fore  him,  at  a  bridge,  which  he 
ckf'ribed,  he  was  certain  to  be 
Stopped  and  robbed.  To  this,  the 
traveller  replied  he  was  well  pre¬ 
pared,  having  his  yeomanry  piltols 
charged  in  his  holders.  The  fmith 
told  him  that  if  he  was  refolved  to 
proceed,  he  had  better  examine  his 
arms :  the  precaution  was  attended 
to,  and  upon  opening  the  pans  of 
the  piflols,  the  priming  of  both  was 
not  only  thrown  out,  but  water  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  poured  in. 
The  traveller  was  refolute,  and  un¬ 
demanding  from  the  fmith  (who 
he  had  now  reafon  to  believe  was 
really  in  the  fecret),  that  he  Should 
be  attacked  by  one  man  only,  the 
piftols  were  recharged,  and  he  fet 
forward  on  his  journey.  On  his 
arrival  at  the  bridge,  a  fellow 
jumped  from  the  hedge,  and  Stop¬ 
ping  him,  demanded  a  large  fum, 
which  he  fa  id  he  knew  he  had 
about  him  ;  the  traveller  hefitated, 
fuddenly  drew  forth  his  piftol,  and 
Shot  the  robber  through  the  heart ! 
It  was  the  landlord  of  the  inn,  and 
whofe  fimilar  practice  of  plunder 
had  been  conftant.  The  traveller 
jode  back  to  the  inn,  and  afked  for 
the  matter  of  the  houfe,  who  was 
Vol?  L,  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  1 


faid  to  be  in  bed,  and  (f  not  to  be 
feen  but  infilling  on  his  being 
produced,  the  fervant  told  him  that 
he  was  gone  out  to  a  neighbour’s 
houfe.  The  dreadful  circumftances 
were  difclofed,  and  the  fervants  of 
the  houfe  were  directed  to  the 
place  where  his  body  lay.  The 
gentleman  returned  in  fafety  to 
town,  and  told  the  circumftance  to 
feveral  of  his  friends  ;  and  this  ex» 
traordinary  relation  is  collected 
from  a  ^gentleman  who  faw  the 
body  of  the  deceafed,  on  the  very 
fpot  where  he  had  fo  juftly  met  the 
punishment  due  to  has  crimes. 
Dublin  Correfpondent. 

An  account  has  been  re-  ^  « 

ceivedof  a  very  gallant  ac*  ^ 
tion  fought  in  the  Adriatic  by  the 
Seahorfe,  of  38  guns,  capt.  Stew¬ 
art. — A  Turkish  fquadron,  con¬ 
fiding  of  one  50  gun  Ship,  and  two 
frigates  of  44  guns  each,  being 
fent  out  for  the  purpofe  of  captur¬ 
ing  the  Seahorfe,  the  latter  engag¬ 
ed  them  for  three  hours.  The  re. 
fult  was,  that  one  of  the  forty-fours 
funk  after  two  broadfides,  the 
other  frigate  Sheered  off,  and  the 
50  gun  Ship,  after  500  of  her  crew, 
(confiding  of  yoo)  were  killed  and 
wounded,  was  taken  and  carried 
into  Malta.  The  Seahorfe  was 
much  cut  up  in  her  mads  and  rig¬ 
ging,  but  hfid  only  fix  men  killed 
and  feven  wounded. 

Remarkable  Occurrence .  -r-Mr. 
Adam  French,  wine- merchant, 
Leith,  being  Shooting  upon  the 
lands  of  colonel  Colbrooke,  in  the 
pariSh  of  Crawfordjohn,  and  coun¬ 
ty  of  Lanark,  his  pointer  dog 
having  dopped  Short,  and  making 
a  remarkable  noife,  attracted  his 
attention,  and  going  up  to  the  fpot, 
he  was  adoniShed  to  fee  a  large  ad¬ 
der  in  the  aCt  of  fwallowing  a  lark  ; 
kies,  *  H  being 


9S  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


being  half  ere&ed  in  the  air,  he 
fired  at  it,  and  after  blowing  its 
head  entirely  off,  it  meafured  no 
lefs  thin  35;  inches  in  length. 

Tame  Trou *. — In  the  year  179b, 
two  fmall  trout  were  put  into  a 
brook,  near  Chapel-le-Dale,  in 
Yorkfhire,  and  were  not  feen  for 
two  years  and  a  half  afterwards. 
One  of  them  was  loft  in  a  lhort 
time,  and  the  other  has  become  fo 
£?me,  that  a  gentleman  who  refides 
rtear  the  brook,  and  was  prefent 
when  it  was  put  in,  feeds  it  with 
worms  or  meat,  which  it  takes  even 
from  between  his  thumb  and  finger, 
and  a  lhort  time  ago,  a&ually  bit 
his  finger  till  it  bled,  when  he  had 
no  meat  for  it.  Early  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  it  leaves  the  place,  and  is  ge¬ 
nerally  abfent  about  two  or  three 
months  ;  it  was  once  nine  months 
away.  It  might  now  weigh  about 
a  pound  and  a  half,  and  has  lately 
loft  an  eye. 

20th  This  morning  about  four, 
Covent-Garden  theatre  was 
diicovered  to  be  in  flames ;  and  fo 
fierce  and  rapid  was  the  fire,  that 
no  exertions  could  flop  its  courfe. 
Within  lefs  than  three  hours  the 
whole  pf  the  interior  was  deft  royed : 
nearly  all  the  fcenery,  wardrobe, 
muftcal  and  dramatic  libraries,  and 
properties  of  all  kinds,  were  a  heap 
of  fmoking  ruins.  The  books  of 
accounts,  deeds,  and  the  receipts 
of  the  preceding  night’s  perform¬ 
ance,  were  fortunately  preferred, 
through  the  exertions  of  Mr. 
Hughes,  the  treafurer.  A  confider- 
able  number  of  engines  promptly 
attended ;  but  there  was  a  total 
want  of  water  for  fome  time,  the 
main  pipe  having  been  cut  off  with 
the  intention  of  laying  down  a  new 
one,  and  above  an  hour  elapfed 
befpre  fome  of  the  engines  could 


be  fupplied.  During  the  time  that 
there  was  no  fupply  of  water,  the 
moft  eflential  alliftance  for  th<i 
neighbours  was  derived  from  the 
pumps  of  the  Bedford  coffee-houfe 
and  hotel.  The  engines  afterwards 
played  with  the  utmoft  effect  for 
upwards  of  an  hour,  when  the  roof 
of  the  theatre  fell  in  with  a  dread¬ 
ful  crafh,  and  thus  announced  the 
deftruftion  of  the  interior  of  this 
elegant  building.  The  fire  raged 
with  moft  violence  at  the  upper  end 
of  Bow-ftreet ;  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  which,  the  houfe  No.  9,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Paget ;  Nos.  1  o  and  1 1 , 
which  were  attached  to  the  theatre; 
No.  12,  belonging  to  Mr.  Hill ; 
No.  13  (the  Struggler’s  coffee- 
houfe)  ;  No.  14,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Johnfon,  the  fruiterer;  and  No.  15, 
were  completely  deftroyed.  The 
three  latter  were  infured  in  the 
Hope  for  2650I.  Nos.  16  and  17 
were  ferioully  damaged,  though 
not  entirely  confumed.  Some  of 
thefe  houfes  were  uninfured ;  and 
the  reft  only  partially.  Mr.  Donne, 
who  kept  the  Struggler’s  coffee- 
houfe,  has  lpft  all  his  property,  no 
part  of  which  was  infured.  In 
Hart-ftreet  the  flames  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  houfes  oppofite  the 
theatre,  and  four  caught  fire  at  the 
fame  moment  :  but  by  the  great 
activity  of  the  firemen,  they  fuf- 
fered  little  more  damage  than  a  fe- 
vere  fcorching.  Great  apprehen- 
fions  were  entertained  for  the 
fafety  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  as  the 
flakes  of  fire  were  carried  on  by 
the  wind  with  force  and  in  great 
quantities  in  that  dire&ion.  A 
great  number  of  people  mounted 
the  roof,  ready,  in  cafe  of  a&ual 
fire,  to  open  the  large  ciftern  of 
water  provided  there.  All  the 
people  in  the  neighbouihood  were 
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employed,  with  their  fervants,  in 
extinguilhing  the  flakes  of  fire  as 
they  fell  upon  the  roofs  or  in  the 
yards.  This  is  the  whole  extent  of 
injury  fuftained  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  ;  but  as  to  the  theatre  itfelf, 
it  is  totally  confumed,  and  on  the 
Hart-ftreet  fide,  not  even  the  walls 
are  Handing.  The  Ship  tavern, 
and  part  of  Mr.  Brandon  the  box- 
keeper’s  office,  are  all  that  remain 
at  that  angle.  The  mofl  painful 
part  of  this  dreadful  event  remains 
to  bedefcribed.  At  an  early  fiage 
of  the  fire,  a  party  of  firemen  broke 
open  the  great  door  under  the  Pi¬ 
azza,  Covent-garden  ;  and,  having 
introduced  an  engine  belonging  to 
the  Phoenix  fire-office  into  the  paf- 
fage,  they  di reded  it  towards  the 
galleries,  where  the  fire  appeared 
to  burn  molt  fiercely  ;  when,  dread¬ 
ful  to  relate,  the  burning  roof  of 
the  paflage  fell  in,  and  buried 
them,  with  feveral  others  who  had 
rufhed  in  along  with  them,  in  the 
ruins.  It  was  a  confiderable  time 
before  the  rubbifh,  which  now 
blocked  up  the  door,  could  be 
cleared  away.  When  it  was  ef¬ 
fected,  a  miferable  fpeCtacle  pre- 
fented  itfelf ;  the  mangled  bodies 
of  dead  and  dying  appearing 
through  the  rubbifh,  or  difco- 
vered  in  each  advance  to  remove 
if.  At  twelve,  eleven  dead  bo¬ 
dies  had  been  carried  into  the 
church. yard  of  St.  Paul,  Covent- 
Garden.  Some  were  fent  to  Sr. 
Bartholomew’s,  and  others  to 
the  Middlefex  hofpital,  miferably 
mangled,  with  broken  limbs  and 
dreadful  bruifes.  The  infurances 
on  the  theatre  fcarcely  exceeded 
6o,oool.,  and  the  favings  from 
the  Shakfpeare  premifes  amounted 
to  3,500k  more,  which,  upon  the 
whole,  is  not  more  than  one- 


fourth  part  of  the  fum  requiftte  to 
replace  the  lofs.  Befides  the  ufual 
flock  of  fcenery,  there  was  an  ad¬ 
ditional  quantity  for  a  new  melo¬ 
drama,  which  was  fhortly  to  be 
brought  forward.  Of  the  originals 
of  the  mufic  of  Handel,  Arne, 
and  many  other  eminent  compo- 
fers,  there  are  no  copies ;  and  of 
many  other  pieces  of  mufic,  only 
an  outline  had  been  given.  Some 
excellent  dramatic  productions,  the 
property  of  the  theatre,  have  alfo 
been  for  ever  loft.  It  is  fuppofed, 
with  fome  probability,  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  the  wadding  of  the 
gun  fired  during  the  performance 
of  Pizarro,  having  lodged  in  one 
of  the  fcenes.  The  Bedford  and 
Piazza  coffee-houfes  efcaped  the 
flames,  owing  to  a  wall  which  had 
been  ereCted  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  theatre,  a  fhort  time  fince,  to 
ir^fulate  the  theatre  from  the  back 
of  thofe  premifes. — Too  much 
praife  cannot  be  beftowcd  on  the 
prompt  attendance  and  aftive  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  volunteer  corps, 
which  prevented  many  depreda¬ 
tions  ;  who  were  afterwards  re¬ 
lieved  by  parties  of  the  life  and 
foot-guards. — The  organ,  left  by 
Handel  as  a  legacy  to  the  theatre,, 
ftated  to  be  worth  upwards  of 
1000  guineas,  and  which  played 
only  during  the  Oratorios,  was 
confumed, — -The  Beef  Steak  Club 
alfo,  which  held  its  meetings  at  the 
top  of  the  theatre  (in  addition  to 
their  ftock  of  wines,  valued  at 
1500L)  have  to  regret  the  lofs  of 
the  table  fervice,  and  dinner  im¬ 
plements. —  Mr.  Ware,  the  leader  of 
the  band,  loft  a  violin  of  300I.  va¬ 
lue,  which  he  had  left  behind  him 
that  night  for  the  firft  time  in  two 
years;  Mr.  Munden,  his  wardrobe, 
which  cannot  be  replaced  under 
*  H  2  jodI.j 
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300I.  ;  Mifs  Bolton,  her  jewels ; 
and  the  other  performers  property, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  a  confiderable 
amount. — It  is  almoft  too  painful 
to  defcribe  the  fituation  of  thofe 
perfons  who  were  dug  out  of  the 
ruins  alive  :  they  were,  in  general, 
fo  dreadfully  burned,  as  fcarcely  to 
be  recognifed  by  their  neareft  re¬ 
lations,  and  their  flefh,  in  feveral 
inftanccs,  literally  peeled  from  off 
the  bone.  The  dead  bodies  taken 
from  the  fame  place  were  nearly 
fhapelefs  trunks. -^Another  acci¬ 
dent  happened  the  next  day  by  the 
falling  of  a  wall  in  Hart.ftreet, 
which  killed  one  man  and  bruifed 
feveral  others.  They  had  been 
warned  of  their  danger,  but  difre- 
garded  it.— An  immenfe  concourfe 
of  fpe&ators  thronged  all  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  ruins  on  the  firft  three 
days ;  and  amongft  the  nobility 
who  vifited  the  coffee-houfes  ad¬ 
joining,  were  the  Dukes  of  York 
and  Cambridge,  Marquis  Twee- 
dale,  See, — The  coroners  for  Lon¬ 
don,  Middlefex,  and  Surrey,  have 
fat  on  19  bodies,  killed  at  the  fire  : 
viz.  twelveat  Covent-garden,  three 
at  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  two 
at  the  Middlefex  hofpital,  and  two 
at  St.  Thomas’s.  Two  perfons 
are  now  in  a  dangerous  date  at  St. 
Bartholomew^,  and  one  at  the 
Middlefex  hofpital,  amounting  in 
all  to  22.  Others  have  been  car¬ 
ried  to  their  houfes  ;  but  it  is  not 
yet  known  exa&ly  how  many  lives 
have  been  loft.  From  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Wm.  Addicot,  one  of  the 
ftage  carpenters  of  the  theatre,  and 
Wm.  Darley,  one  of  the  firemen 
belonging  to  the  Eagle  Infurance 
office,  and  one  of  the  jury,  who 
bad  witnefled  the  falling  in  of  the 
deling,  by  which  the  unfortunate 
pen  were  burnt  to  death,  it 


appeared,  that  the  firemen,  and 
others  who  periftied,  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  endeavouring  to  extin- 
guilh  the  flames  at  the  room  called 
The  Apollo,  which  had  fallen  in 
upon  them.  It  alfo  appeared  that 
the  funnifes  which  had  gone  abroad 
as  to  the  explofions  of  barrels  of 
gun-powder  were  entirely  un¬ 
founded,  there  never  being  more 
gun-powder  kept  in  the  theatre 
than  was  neceltary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  a  Angle  night. — Ihe 
names  of  the  deceafed  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Mr.  T.  Harris,  jun.  op¬ 
tician  of  Hyde-ftreet,  Bloomfbury, 
a  ferjeant  in  the  Bloomfbury  vo¬ 
lunteers  ;  Mr.  R.  Davis,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  lately  arrived  in 
London,  from  Wales,  on  a  viflt  ; 

— - -  Mufket,  Wm.  Ricklef- 

worth,  George  Kilby,  John  Seyers, 
James  Stewart,  and  Samuel  Stee- 
vens,  firemen  belonging  to  the 
Phoenix  fire-office;  Richard  Cad¬ 
ger;  T.  Holmes;  James  Hunt; 
Wm.  Jones,  a  printer ;  Jas.  Evans  ; 
J.  Crabb  ;  T.  Mead  ;  T.  James  ; 
Richard  Rufhton,  a  tailor ;  Mr. 
Hewitt,  a  plumber  ;  J.  Beaumont, 
a  foldier  belonging  to  the  ift  regi¬ 
ment  of  Guards ;  another  private 
in  the  fame  regiment  was  taken  to 
the  Military  hofpital,  and  died  in 
three  or  four  hours ;  Richard  Bird, 
a  coach-maker  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Houlditcb,  Long  Acre  ;  James 
Fhilkins,  coal-heaver,  aged  20. 
Mr.  Richards,  clerk  to  Meflrs. 
Shaw  and  Edwards,  St.  Paul’s 
Church-yard,  was  fealded  fo  much 
with  the  water  from  the  burning 
materials,  that  he  died  about  12 
o’clock  the  fame  day.  The  fire¬ 
men  and  others  in  Bow-ftreet  were 
forfome  days  employed  in  pulling 
down  the  tottering  ruins  of  the 
theatre,  which  threatened  deftruc- 
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lion  lo  the  paffengers.  On  Satur¬ 
day  two  more  bodies  were  dug  out 
of  the  ruins.  A  fubfcription  was 
Opened  and  liberally  patronized  for 
the  relief  of  the  fufFerers.  The 
King’s  theatre  was,  with  much  li¬ 
berality,  offered  by  Mr.  Taylor  to 
Mr.  Harris;  and  the  Covent  Gar¬ 
den  company,  a  few  days  after  the 
event,  performed  there.  The  plan 
of  a  new  theatre,  to  be  completely 
infulated,  it  is  faid,  has  alfo  been 
fubmitted  to  the  proprietors,  and 
accepted. 

,  A  young  man  of  the 

C  *  name  of  Pledger,  while 
(hooting  a  fack  of  wheat  into  Barn- 
holm  mill*  near  Arundel,  Suffex, 
vras  caught  by  the  tail  of  his 
round  frock,  in  the  cogs  Of  the 
mill-wheels,  and  being  thereby 
drawn  in  with  great  violence  be¬ 
tween  them*  his  head  was  inftantly 
crufhed  to  atoms,  and  exhibited  a 
moft  Blocking  fpe&acle  to  the 
grinder  and  another  man,  who 
were  Handing  by,  but  unable  to 
render  any  affiflar.ee  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  fufferer,  one  of  whofe  teeth 
Was  driven  fo  hard  into  a  cog  of 
the  wheel,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  extracted. 

,  A  moft  melancholy  acci- 
*  *  dent  happened  one  evening 
this  week,  in  the  river,  off  Ful¬ 
ham.  A  young  couple,  on  the 
point  of  marriage*  took  a  fail  in  a 
funny,  which  unfortunately  upfet, 
and  the  two  lovers  were  drowned. 
The  body  of  the  young  woman, 
Who  was  the  daughter  of  a  boat- 
builder  at  Fulham*  was  found  this 
day  ;  but  that  Of  her  companion 
has  been  dragged  for  in  vain.  A 
dog,  which  belonged  to  the  father 
of  the  young  woman  was  in  the 
boat,  and  fwam  to  ftiore.  The 
animal  no  fooner  reached  his  maf- 


ter’s  houfe,  than,  by  bis  geftures 
and  howls,  he  attra&ed  fome  of 
the  family  to  the  Bifhop’s  Stairs, 
off  which  the  fatal  accident  hap¬ 
pened,  and  where  they  beheld  the 
boat  in  which  the  ldvers  had  em° 
barked,  with  its  bottom  upwards. 
The  young  man  was  the  fon  of  an 
inn-keeper  at  Fulham  ;  his  age  was 
2^,  his  intended  bride  was  only 

1  7* 

Di Eb.  — 4th.  At  Marchilbra 
bank,  Scotland,  aged  86,  John 
Home,  Efq.  author  of  tc  Douglas, >p 
and  other  dramatic  works. 

25th.  Aged  50,  Richard  Por« 
fori,  M.A.  of  Trinity  College* 
Cambridge,  and  Greek  ProfelTor  of 
that  univerfity. 

At  Mardenwell,  near  Lduth,  in 
his  1  ooth  year,  Mr.  Southwell, 
who  enjoyed  good  health  till 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death. 

At  Blackpool,  aged  106,  Jemima, 
Wilkinfon.  She  retained  her  fenfes 
and  was  able  to  walk  without  af« 
fiftance,  till  within  a  few  hours  of 
her  death. 

-  •  ■  -  -  -  -  -  ~  — 

OCTOBER. 

A  girl  of  the  name  of  ^ 
Sophia  Weaver,  about  fix 
or  feven  years  of  age,  who  had 
gone  into  the  fields  at  Downfide, 
in  the  parilh  of  Ba,ckwell,  Somer- 
fetlhire,  to  pick  blackberries,  was 
miffed  by  her  parents.  A  diligent 
fearch,  till  12  at  night,  was  made 
after  her  by  feveral  of  the  neigh= 
bours,  but  without  effect.  In  the 
courfe  of  their  fearch,  they  found  a 
deep  pit,  covered  over  with  bram¬ 
bles  and  long  grafs,  from  which* 
many  years  fincc,  lead  ore  had 

been 
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been  extracted,  and  to  which  they 
were  led  by  the  barking  of  a  dog 
belonging  to  the  father  of  the 
child.  The  grafs,  it  appeared,  had 
recently  been  trampled  upon  ;  but 
the  latenefs  of  the  evening  deterred 
thofe  who  were  in  fearch  of  her 
from  defcending.  In  the  morning, 
however,  they  returned,  and  two 
men  vvere  let  down  with  ropes; 
when,  to  their  great  aftoniftunent, 
the  child  was  found  in  one  of  the 
lanes  leading  from  the  pit,  Handing 
upright,  and  free  from  injury,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  little  hurt  fhe  had  re¬ 
ceived  in  being  fcratched  by  the 
brambles.  The  prefervation  of 
the  child  was  Hill  more  remarkable 
alfo,  in  her  having  retired  into  the 
lane,  as  the  men  in  their  defeent 
rolled  down  feveral  large  fragments 
of  the  rock,  which  mu  ft  otherwife 
have  inevitably  dafhed  her  to 
pieces.  She  had  remained  fourteen 
hours  in  the  pit,  which  is  upwards 
of  100  feet  deep. 

A  melancholy  accident 
happened  recently,  at  North 
Witham  wood,  near  Lincolnfhire  : 
a  boy,  eleven  years  old,  having  a 
difpute  with  his  mother  about  ga¬ 
thering  nuts,  threw  a  hazel  ftick 
in  his  rage  at  a  neighbour,  who 
reprimanded  him  for  his  conduft. 
The  ftick,  miffing  him,  hit  a  young 
woman,  named  Lucy  Hare,  in  the 
’  eye,  and  perforated  her  brain, 
which  caufed  her  almoft  imme¬ 
diate  death. 

,  A  young  man,  in  the  ern- 
4  1  *  ploy  men  t  of  Meffrs.  Bryan 
and  Brandon,  wholefale  grocers  in 
Newgate-ftreet,  was  brought  upon 
a  charge  of  having  felonioufly  em¬ 
bezzled  a  fum  of  32I.  1  os.  5d.,  re¬ 
ceived  as  their  fervant,  for  their 
account.  It  was  ftated  by  Mr.  T. 
Bryan,  one  of  the  partners,  that 


the  young  man  at  the  bar  had  en¬ 
tered  the  fervice  of  himfelf  and 
partner  about  the  2 2d  of  January 
laft  ;  that  when  he  firft  came  to 
tender  them  his  fervices,  he  faid, 
he  had  8ol.  a  year  in  his  laft  place, 
that  he  was  worth  much  more  on 
account  of  his  connexion,  and  mult 
have  iool.  a  year  ;  but  he  would 
rather  act  on  commiffion  at  one 
per  cent,  upon  all  the  goods  he 
could  fell  for  their  account  out¬ 
doors,  either  amongft  their  cuftom- 
ers  or  his  own.  They  preferred 
giving  him  iool.  the  firft  year,  but 
faid,  they  would  think  of  the  other 
part  of  the  propofal,  and  would 
have  no  objection  to  allow  him  the 
commiffion  in  a  fecond  year,  if  his 
connection  fhould  prove  as  he 
ftated.  He  accordingly  proceeded 
to  folicit  orders,  and  receive  money 
for  their  account,  paying  in  from 
time  to  time  the  fums  he  received. 
They  difeovered,  however,  about 
the  middle  of  September,  that  he 
had  received  the  fum  of  321. 10s.  5d. 
from  Mr.  Sutton,  a  grocer,  in  Eaft- 
ftreet,  Mary-le-bonne,  for  their  ac¬ 
count,  but  did  not  pay  it  in,  and 
denied  that  he  had  received  it ;  un¬ 
til  upon  enquiry  of  Mr.  Sutton, 
they  found  the  money  had  been 
paid,  and  a  receipt  given  by  the 
defendant,  who  had  never  account¬ 
ed  with  them  fince,  but  acknow¬ 
ledged  he  had  received  the  money,, 
Mr.  Bryan  pofitively  alleged,  that 
the  defendant  was  employed  as 
their  confidential  fervant,  at  a  year¬ 
ly  faiary.  Mr.  Sutton  proved  the 
payment  of  the  money  to  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  indeed  it  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  his  behalf  by  his  counfel, 
Mr.  Alley.  The  young  man  being- 
called  on  for  his  defence,  denied 
that  he  was  ever  employed  as  the 
fervant  or  clerk  of  the  profecutors. 

;  He 
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He  had  applied  to  be  employed  by 
them  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
friend,  who  knew  that  he  had  a 
good  connexion  in  the  grocery 
line,  and  that  the  profecutors  being 
a  young  houfe,  would  want  fuch 
affiftance  toward  their  eftablifh- 
ment.  When  he  firft  applied,  and 
fhowed  them  a  lift  of  his  connec¬ 
tions,  they  highly  approved  it ; 
and  he  demanded  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  com  million  for  felling 
their  goods,  faying  he  would  dif- 
pofe  of  to  the  amount  of  25  to 
30,000k  a  year.  Mr.  Brandon 
propofed  to  allow  him  50I.,  and 
board  in  the  houfe,  or  100I.  a 
year  out  of  doors.  But  this  he  de¬ 
clined,  after  a  day’s  confideration, 
faying  he  preferred  commilfion,  as 
more  independent  to  each.  Upon 
which  Mr.  Brandon  faid,  he  fhould 
make  a  trial  at  a  commiflion  of 
one  per  cent. ;  and  if  it  ftiould  not 
be  productive  in  fix  months’  expe¬ 
riment,  he  would  fecure  to  the  de¬ 
fendant  at  all  events,  the  rate  of 
look  a  year.  To  this  the  defend¬ 
ant  agreed;  and  ftipulated  to  have 
his  accounts  fettled,  and  his  com- 
miffion  paid  every  fix  months.  It 
appeared  by  the  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Bryan,  that  43l.had  been  advanced 
to  the  defendant  at  the  end  of  the 
firft  two  months,  and  that  they  had 
charged  to  hia  account  by  his  own 
deft  re  iol.  for  groceries  fent,  as 
they  conjedured,  to  the  perfon 
with  whom  he  lodged.  The  de¬ 
fendant  acknowledged  he  was 
wrong  in  not  immediately  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  32k  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  ;  but  that  he  had  detained 
it  in  part  of  the  commiflion  due 
to  him,  as  he  deftred  a  fettlement 
at  the  end  of  fix  months,  and  to 
have  the  fale  account  looked  over 
for  the  purpcfe,  but  could  not  ob¬ 


tain  the  fettlement.  He  had  af¬ 
terwards  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  32I.  10s.  3d.  to  Mr.  Brandon, 
who  he  fuppofed  had  placed  it 
to  his  account ;  but  he  took  no 
receipt  for  it.  There  was  a  conft- 
derable  balance  in  his  favour,  and 
the  profecutors,  inftead  of  fettling, 
had  thought  proper  to  bring  this 
charge  againft  him.  Alderman 
Curtis  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
charge  of  felony  was  not  fuftained, 
as  the  profecutors  had  failed  to 
prove  the  defendant  to  be  their 
aftual  yearly  fervant,  and  not  act¬ 
ing  for  them  merely  on  commif- 
fion ;  for,  had  they  proved  that, 
the  felony  would  have  been  fully 
fuftained  under  the  ftatute. — The 
defendant  was  of  courfe  difcharged, 
after  a  very  imprefiive  lefture. 

A  daring  attempt  was 
made  to  commit  a  burglary 
in  the  countefs  of  Morton’s  houfe 
in  Park-ftreet,  by  five  notorious 
characters.  They  were,  however, 
met  by  ftratagem,  the  fervant  maid 
who  had  the  charge  of  the  houfe 
having  given  notice  to  the  office 
at  Marlborough-ftreet,  of  feeing 
fome  fufpicious-looking  perfons  for 
feveral  evenings  reconnoitring* 
On  this  the  officers  went  and  fe- 
creted  themfelves  in  the  houfe ; 
the  fervant  was  fent  out  about 
eight  o’clock,  and  foon  after  the 
bell  was  rung  violently,  and  af« 
terwards  loud  knocking  at  the 
door,  which  fatisfied  the  thieves 
that  nobody  was  in  the  houfe* 
Hereupon  they  broke  the  door 
open,  and  went  to  the  room  ad** 
joining  the  clofet  where  the  offi¬ 
cers  had  concealed  themfelves, 
when  the  latter  rulhed  out  upon 
the  robbers.  A  battle  immediately 
enfued,  and  in  the  fcuffie  the  can- 
dki  was  put  out*  One  of  the  offi¬ 
cers 


104*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


€ers  had  juft  time  to  di (charge  his 
blunderbufs,  and  (hot  one  of  them 
in  the  left  arm.  Thus  rudely  at¬ 
tacked,  the  robbers  attempted  to 
make  their  efcape  through  the  back 
part  of  the  houfe,  ,by  jumping  off 
the  firft-floor  leads  into  Park-lane  ; 
in  the  attempt  one  of  them  broke 
his  leg,  and  was  immediately  fe- 
eured.  The  man  that  had  been 
(hot  ran  down  South-ftreet,  and 
turning  down  a  mews  where  there 
was  no  thoroughfare,  he  was  alfo 
taken  ;  the  other  three  efcaped. 
As  foon  as  the  man  that  had  been 
fhot  was  brought  in,  he  dropped 
down,  and  fainted  from  lofs  of 
blood.  Medical  aftiftance  was  im¬ 
mediately  procured.  The  above 
two  burglars  were  fo  bad  next 
morning,  they  could  not  be  brought 
up  for  examination.  One  of  them, 
it  appears,  formerly  lived  as  groom 
in  the  earl  of  Morton’s  family. 

Collins,  alias  Jafper,  one  of  the 
wounded  houfe-breakers,  under¬ 
went  amputation  of  his  arm  on 
Thurfday  afternoon. 

v  A  gentleman  arrived  at 
’  the  Tontine  inn,  Helenf- 
burgh,  from  Whitby,  this  day. 
Shortly  after,  he  left  the  inn,  and 
went  out  in  a  fmall  boar,  taking 
his  dog  and  a  fowling-piece  along 
with  him  for  the  purj  ofe  of  (hoot¬ 
ing  wild  duck.  As  the  boat  was 
found  in  the  Gure  Loch  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  no  accounts  have  fince 
been  heard  of  him,  it  is  feared 
that  he  has  perifhed.  The  boat 
was  obferved  the  fame  night  by 
the  (kipper  of  the  Rofeneath  pack¬ 
et,  with  a  handkerchief  at  the  top 
of  an  oar,  fuppofed  as  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs,  but  to  which  the  unfeel¬ 
ing  packet. man  paid  no  attention. 
The  dog  returned  to  the  inn  next 
stay,  and 'continued  moaning  moft 


piteoufly.  In  the  gentleman's 
portmanteau  were  found  200  guL 
neas  in  gold,  and  100  pounds  in 
bank  notes. 

Mr.  Brookes,  the  lottery-of¬ 
fice-keeper,  in  Piccadilly,  put  an 
end  to  his  exiftence  by  (hooting 
himfelf  with  a  piftol  through  the 
head,  in  the  neceffary.  The  clerk 
and  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
alarmed  at  the  report  of  the  piftol, 
rufhed  in  and  found  him  lifelefs. 
He  has  been  in  a  defponding  ftate 
for  this  fortnight  paft,  during 
which  time  his  brother  has  been 
with  him  adjufting  his  accounts. 
On  Thurfday  morning  he  feemed 
better,  and  went  out  about  eleven 
o’clock  with  a  friend  in  a  hackney 
coach,  and  on  his  return  he  invited 
feveral  of  his  neighbours’  children 
to  fpend  the  evening  at  his  houfe  to 
celebrate  his  eldeft  daughter's  birth-* 
day.  He  had  been  for  many  years 
clerk  to  St.  James’s- market,  and 
has  left  a  wife  and  four  children. 
A  coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on  the  body 
yefterday,  and  brought  in  a  verdict 
— Lunacy. 

Copenhagen . — An  article  g^ 
from  Gottenburgh  contains 
a  remarkable  trait  of  fwindling, 
which  deferves  to  be  made  public 
on  account  of  its  great  boldnefs 
and  adroitnefs,  and  in  order  to  put 
all  merchants  on  their  guard  againft 
a  fimilar  occurrence.  One  of  the 
firft  houfes  in  Gottenburgh  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  London,  in 
which  they  were  requefted  to  in- 
ftantly  make  the  moil  diligent  en¬ 
quiries  to  difeover  a  young  Eng- 
lifhman,  who  had  juft  fled  from 
the  houfe  of  arich  banker,  and 
who  they  knew  had  embarked  on 
board  a  (hip  freighted  for  Sweden* 
The  defeription  of  the  young,  man 
was  given  in  this  letter,  and  he 
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Was  declared  the  author  of  a  rob¬ 
bery  to  the  amount  of  i2,oool. 
fterling  in  bank  notes.  “  If  you 
fhould  find  him”  faid  the  letter, 
as  he  belongs  to  a  refpeftable 
family,  confine  yourfclf  to  the 
making  him  reftore  the  plunder  ; 
and  afterwards  have  the  goodnefs 
to  give  him  300  guineas  in  gold, 
which  will  take  him  to  the  Indies, 
where  nothing  more  will  be  heard 
of  him.” — The  Swedifh  merchant, 
to  whom  the  letter  was  addreffed, 
caufed  a  thorough  fearch  to  be 
made  on  all  fides.  At  laft,  being 
one  day  upon  the  exchange,  he 
perceived  a  young  man  whole 
figure  and  drefs  per  left  ly  anfwered 
the  deferiprion.  He  addreffed  him, 
and  feeing  that  he  was  an  Englifh- 
man,  invited  him  to  follow  him. 
The  young  man  hefitated, — he  red¬ 
dened — even  filed  tears — in  a  word, 
before  he  had  arrived  at  the  mer¬ 
chant’s  houfe,  he  had  coruefifed  all. 
Arrived  in  his  clofer,  he  threw  him- 
felf  at  his  feet,  begged  of  him  not 
to  be  delivered  up  to  juft  ice,  and 
gave  up  the  12,000k  which  were 
ftill  encloied  in  a  portfolio,  with 
the  feal  of  the  banker.  The  Swedifh 
merchant  made  many  ferious  re- 
monftrances  to  him  ;  but,  according 
to  his  inftruHions,  gave  him  300 
guineas,  and  promifed  to  procure 
him  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
going  to  Bengal.  He  made  hafte 
to  inform  the  banker  in  London, 
that  his  12,000!.  vvas  recovered; 
who  replied,  that  he  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  what  he  meant.  The 
bank  notes  were  all  forged,  but 
the  300  guineas  given  to  the  fhar- 
1  er  were  good. 

,  A  confiderable  quantity 
IOt  ’of  fnow  has  fallen  during 
the  laft  and  preceding  weeks,  in  the 
counties  of  Derby  and  Cumberland. 


There  has  has  alfo  been  a  fevere 
froft  in  Lancalhire,  where  ice  of  a. 
confiderable  thicknefs  was  feen. 

A  moft  diftreffing  accident  late¬ 
ly  occurred  at  Brighton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ball  and  Mifs  C.  Kenwood, 
having  returned  from  the  fair  at 
Steyning  in  a  whifky,  between  fix 
and  feven  in  the  evening,  were  pro¬ 
ceeding  along  the  cliff,  where  fome 
boys  were  diverting  themfelveswith 
letting  off  rockets,  &c.,  by  one 
of  which  the  horfe  was  fo  alarmed 
that  he  became  unmanageable,  and 
dafhing  furioufly  forward,  brought 
himfelf  in  horrid  contadft  with  a 
brewer’s  dray.  Stunned  by  the 
fhock,  he  inftantly  dropped  ;  the 
ebaife  was  fuddenly  overturned, 
and  Mifs  Hen  wood,  a  fine  young 
woman  about  20  years  of  age,  fell 
with  fuch  violence  on  the  kitchen- 
gratings  of  a  houfe,  as  to  fraflure 
her  fkuil  above  and  about  the  tem¬ 
ple.  She  was  taken  up  in  a  ftate 
of  infenfibility,  and  no  hope  of 
her  recovery  was  entertained.  Mrs. 
Ball  was  alfo  fo  ferioufly  injured,, 
that  fhe  was  confined  to  her  bed; 
and  Mr.  Ball,  who  is  a  furgeon  of 
that  place,  received  fome  material 
hurt. 

The  earl  of  Lonfdale  has  figni- 
fied  his  intention  of  enfranchifing 
his  numerous  copyholders  through¬ 
out  Cumberland  and  Weftmore- 
land,  by  which  meafure  he  will 
be  enabled  to  inclofe  more  than 
20,000  acres  of  land  in  thofe  counf 
ties,  at  this  time  in  a  ftate  of 
commonage. 

Died  lately,  Mr.  G.  W.  Mar- 
lhall,  clerk  of  the  three  parishes 
in  the  town  of  Thetford.  Having 
occafion  in  his  fituation  of  fer~ 
jeant  major  of  the  Thetford  volun¬ 
teers  to  affort  fome  damaged  car¬ 
tridges,  a  fpark  from  a  hearth- 
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brufh,  which  had  juft  been  ufed  in 
fweeping  up  the  embers  of  a  wood- 
fire,  and  was  procured  bv  his  fon 
for  the  purpofe  of  gathering  up 
fome  fcattcrcd  powder,  acciden¬ 
tally  communicated  with  a  barrel 
of  gunpowder  {landing  near,  which 
exploded,  and  blew  up  him  and  his 
youngeft  fon  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance.  T  he  workfhop,  in  which 
they  were,  inftantly  took  fire,  and 
from  its  communication  with  the 
houfe  and  adjoining  buildings,  at 
firft  occafioned  confiderable  alarm, 
but  the  flames  were  foon  fubdued, 
from  the  ready  aftiftance  afforded 
by  all  claffes  of  the  inhabitants. 
Mr.  Marfhall  and  his  boy  lan- 
guifhed  until  the  following  even¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  re¬ 
cord,  that  this  man  had  for  a  con¬ 
fiderable  period,  filled  nearly  thir-r 
ty  fituations  in  the  borough  of 
111  etford,  and  his  lofs  is  much  de¬ 
plored  there.  The  father  was 
forty,  and  the  fon  eleven  years  of 
age. 

,  Fatal  Effefls  of  eating 

l  "  '  Champignons . —  This  day, 
an  inejueft  was  held  before  Charles 
Jemmett,  efq.  coroner  for  the 
o/unty  of  Surrey,  refpe&ing  the 
deaths  of  Mary  Attwood,  aged 
14,  Eliza,  aged  feven,  and  Sarah, 
aged  five  years,  daughters  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Attwood,  of  Mitcham,  print- 
cutter. 

Mr.  Parrot,  furgeon,  depofed, 
that  on  Tuefday  the  nth  inftant, 
he  wasdefired  to  vifit  William  Att¬ 
wood,  his  wife,  and  four  daughters, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  poifoned, 
in  Qonfequcnce  of  their  having 
eaten  ftewed  champignons  on  the 
preceding  day  ;  that, he  vifited  them 
immediately,  when  he  found  each 
of  them  fuffering  under  fevere  vo¬ 
miting  and  purging,  attended  with 


great  pain  in  the  head  and  violent 
pain  in  the  bowels ;  that  he  admi- 
niftered  to  them  fuch  remedies  as 
appeared  to  him  beft  calculated  to 
get  rid  of  the  offending  matter,  as 
he  knew  of  no  method  whereby 
vegetable  poifon  could  be  decom- 
pofed  j  that  he  attended  the  faid 
children  till  their  refpe&ive  deaths, 
which  happened  as  follows  : — 
Mary  died  at  two  o’clock  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning,  Eliza  at  half  an 
hour  after,  and  Sarah  at  half  paft 
four  on  Saturday  morning ;  that 
they  died  violently  convulfed ; 
that  on  opening  the  body  of 
Sarah,  who  feemed  to  fuffer  the 
moft  excruciating  pain  in  the 
bowels,  no  appearance  of  difeafe 
exifted  in  any  part  of  the  alimen¬ 
tary  canal :  hence  he  inferred  that 
the  poifon  a  died  more  immediate¬ 
ly  upon  the  brain  and  nerves. 

Note.* — Thefe  people  were  in¬ 
toxicated  within  ten  minutes  after 
having  eaten  their  meal,  and  the 
eldeft  daughter  obferved  to  her 
father  how  cheerful  they  all  were. 
This  exhilarating  effetfl  was  foon 
followed  by  ftupor,  and  the  {ymp- 
toms  already  deferibed. 

A  dog  which  had  partaken  of 
the  fame  llew,  died  on  Wednefday 
morning,  apparently  in  great  ago¬ 
nies.  Mr.  Attwood,  his  wife,  and 
their  daughter  Hannah,  aged  eleven 
years,  are  recovering ;  the  latter, 
however,  ate  only  two  fpoonfuls 
of  the  ftew,  alleging  that  (he  did 
not  like  its  flavour.  It  is  here 
proper  to  remark,  that  the  ftew 
was  made  in  an  iron  veflfe{. 

From  this  ftatement  of  fadls,  it 
is  fincerely  hoped  that  perfons  will 
in  future  be  cautious  of  purchafing 
what  are  ufually  termed  champig¬ 
nons,  as  thefe  fungi  are  indiferimi- 
nately  gathered  off  the;  commons  in 
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the  vicinity  of  London,  and  fold  at 
the  London  markets  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  catfup,  with  the 
addition  of  mulhrooms. 

..  ^ This  evening  a  few  minutes  be¬ 
fore  eight  o’clock,  a  remarkable 
meteor  was  feen.  It  palled  in  a 
north-eaflerly  direction,  and  ap¬ 
parently  at  no  great  altitude  ;  but 
its  real  altitude  mufl  have  been 
immenfe,  or  it  would  not  have 
been  feen  in  fo  many  remote  pla¬ 
ces  at  the  fame  inftant.  It  was 
feen  as  far  north  as  Aberdeen,  and 
as  far  fouth  as  Hull.  Its  apparent 
diameter  was  fomething  lefs  than 
the  moon,  and  in  fome  places  it 
feemed  to  have  a  tail,  throwing 
off  corrufcations  of  great  bril¬ 
liancy.  It  diffufed  a  molt  vivid 
pale  lighr,  and  was  vifible  in  its 
progrefs  for  a  few  feconds. 

The  night-coach  conveying  the 
paffengers  from  Ramfgate  on  Mon¬ 
day  night,  having  Hopped  at  the 
ufual  watering  houfe  between  Can¬ 
terbury  and  Eoughton-hill,  the 
.coachman  and  guard  were  invited 
to  drink  by  fome  drunken  bailors 
(outfide  paffengers),  the  horfes  in 
the  interval  proceeded  with  great 
rapidity,  for  nearly  two  miles, 
without  their  driver,  which  being 
at  length  difcoveied  by  one  of  the 
infide  paffengers,  he  jumped  out  of 
the  coach  at  the  hazard  of  his  life, 
and  fortunately  fucceeded  in  Hop¬ 
ping  the  horfes. 

An  occurrence  of  a  very  fingu- 
lar  and  intereHing  nature  took 
place  at  Aberdeen  on  Thurfday 
laH  : — A  boy,  of  about  four  years 
of  age,  fell  over  the  quay  into  the 
harbour,  at  high  water  ;  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  who  was  at  work  on  board  a 
veffel  clofe  by  the  place,  hearing 
the  alarm,  immediately  pulled  out 
his  watch*  \vhicli  he  left  upon  deck, 
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and  running  to  the  bow  of  the  vef¬ 
fel,  the  child  being  under  water,  he 
jumped  overboard,  and  brought 
him  up  from  the  bottom.  It  is 
eafier  to  imagine  than  deferibe  his 
feelings,  when  on  bringing  him  to 
the  fur  face,  he  found  him  to  be 
his  own  fon  ! 

On  Wednefday  morning,  about 
two  o’clock,  as  the  watchman 
was  going  his  rounds,  in  Bell’s- 
buildings,  Paddington  New-road, 
he  was  alarmed  by  the  report  of  a 
pifiol  or  gun,  at  a  houfe  in  the 
above  buildings,  and  he  gave  an 
alarm  to  the  people  by  knocking 
loudly  at  the  Hreet-door.  A  fer- 
vant  opened  the  door,  and  accom¬ 
panied  the  watchman  over  the 
houfe,  which  is  inhabited  only  by 
a  widow  lady  of  the  name  of  Som- 
ner  and  her  fervant,  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  name  of  Dyfar,  who 
occupied  the  firH  floor,  and  flept 
in  the  front  attic.  On  going  into 
that  room,  the  unfortunate  man 
was  lying  proflrate  on  the  floor, 
and  bleeding  very  freely,  he  having 
difeharged  the  contents  of  a  piflol 
at  his  head.  The  ball  paflfed  flant- 
ingly  through  a  part  of  the  left 
cheek,  and  in  a  manner  that  it  is 
hoped  will  not  prove  fatal.  Sur¬ 
gical  advice  was  reforted  to. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  a  quick  fuc- 
ceflion  from  opulence  to  embar- 
raffment  was  the  caufe  of  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

Carlifle  goal  was  broken  n 
u  o  -  2 1  It. 

open,  when  the  notorious 

Naylor,  with  three  other  prifoners, 
viz  :  White,  Row,  and  Barnes, 
made  their  efcape. .  The  manner 
in  which  this  undertaking  was 
achieved,  difplayed  much  ingenu¬ 
ity  and  courage,  *and  gives  fome 
conflflency  to  the  bravado  of  Nay¬ 
lor  himfelf,  that  no  gaol  in  Eng¬ 
land 
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land  but  Lancafter  caftle  could 
bold  him.  Since  his  laft  return  to 
the  place  of  his  confinement,  he 
was  loaded  with  above  60  pounds 
weight  of  iron,  only  eight  pounds 
fhort  of  that  which  the  famous 
baron  Trenck  had  to  fuftain  while 
confined  in  his  dungeon  at  Magde- 
burgh ;  he  was  chained  to  the 
wall,  frequently  hand- cuffed,  and 
generally  fhin-bolted  and  neck, 
bolted.  Under  all  thefe  difheart- 
ening  circumftances,  he  effedied 
his  efcape  merely  by  means  of  two 
iron  bars,  which  had  been  wrench¬ 
ed  from  the  windows  of  the  cell. 
With  thefe  implements,  he,  with 
the  help  of  his  fellow- prifoners, 
forced  the  flags  from  beneath  the 
door,  (each  hone  being  funk  a 
great  depth)  and  proceeding  for¬ 
ward,  made  a  hole  fufficient  to 
admit  one  perfon  at  a  time. 
Having  accomplilhed  this,  they 
fcaled  the  iron  palifade,  and  the 
outermofi:  wall  of  the  prifon,  and 
got  clear  off.  The  ingenuity  of 
Naylor,  as  a  prifon-breaker,  has 
long  been  known :  fome  years 
ago,  when  confined  in  Richmond 
prifon,  in  Yorkfliire,  he  removed 
a  ftone  from  under  the  door  of  his 
cell,  which  was  above  a  ton  weight, 
by  taking  away  the  earth  from  be¬ 
low  it,  when  it  funk  down,  leaving 
the  iron-work  that  fecured  it, 
and  gave  him  room  to  free  him- 
felf. 

This  night  it  blew  a  heavy 
gale  from  the  S.  W.  In  addition 
to  the  mifchief  ufually  occafioned 
by  high  winds,  fuch  as  blowing 
down  chimney  pots,  &c.  we  were 
forry  to  obferve  that  the  large 
temporary  building  ered!ed  on  the 
north  end  of  the  mound,  for  the 
purpofe  of  exhibiting  the  panora¬ 
ma  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar** 


was  blown  down,  and  the  painting 
totally  deftroyed.  It  is  a  curious 
coincidence  that  it  fell  on  the  an- 
niverfary  of  that  day  on  which  the 
hero  of  Trafalgar  ended  his  ca& 
reer  of  gloryi 

A  plot,  accompanied  by 
moft  unprecedented  inftan- 
ces  of  credulity,  was  on  Monday 
developed  before  the  magiftrates, 
at  the  Rotation-officej  in  Leeds. 
The  parties  were,  Mary  Bateman, 
of  Campfield,  near  this  town,  and 
William  Perigo  and  his  wife,  of 
Bramley  ;  (he  the  witch,  and  they 
the  dupes.  It  appeared  that  in 
Auguft,  i8c6,  an  application  was 
made  to  this  woman  by  Perigo 
to  cure  his  wife  of  a  complaint 
which  was  not  ftated  on  the  ex¬ 
amination,  but  which  we  fuppofe 
to  be  what  is  called  amongfi  peo¬ 
ple  of  her  rank,  “  nervous,"  and 
amongft  their  betters  “  the  hip." 
Mary,  with  becoming  modefty,  de¬ 
clined  to  undertake  the  cure  her- 
felf ;  but  faid,  that  fhe  had  a  friend 
at  Scarborough,  a  mifs  Blyth,  wTho 
could  “  read  the  ftars>"  and  col¬ 
led!  from  them  the  knowledge 
requifite  to  remove  all  corporeal 
and  mental  maladies,  and,  as  a 
preliminary  ftep,  required,  that  Pe- 
rigo’s  wife  ftiould  fend  her  flannel 
petticoat  to  mifs  Blyth  in  order 
that  flie  might  from  that  article  of 
drefs  colled!  a  knowledge  of  her 
diforder.  The  petticoat  was  fent, 
and  a  propitious  anfwer  returned, 
wherein  it  was  required,  that  the 
medium,  Mary  Bateman,  through 
which  all  communication  betwixt 
the  afirologer  and  the  patient  was 
to  be  made,  lhould  have  four  gui¬ 
nea  notes  prefented  to  her,  and  fhe 
was  in  return  to  give  Perigo  four 
other  guinea  notes,  inclofed  in  a 
fmall  bag,  into  which,  if  either  his 
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own  euriofity,  or  the  ftill  ftronger 
euriofity  of  his  wife  fhould  induce 
them  to  look,  the  charm  would  be 
broken  in  confequence.  Strange  as 
it  may  appear,  the  wife  of  Perigo 
never  looked  into  the  enchanted 
bag  to  the  day  of  her  death.  Soon 
after  the  four  guineas  had  been 
given  to  Mary  Bateman,  a  letter 
arrived  from  Scarbro’,  directing 
that  another  guinea  fhould  be  paid 
into  her  hands.  Similar  requefts 
were  repeated  and  complied  with, 
till  forty  guineas  had  been  thus  ex¬ 
torted  from  thefe  infatuated  people, 
under  a  promife,  however,  that 
they  fhould,  by  and  by,  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  open  the  bags ;  and  thefe 
bags,  they  were  told,  would  be 
found  to  contain  all  the  money 
they  had  advanced. 

About  fix  months  had  now  ex¬ 
pired,  and  the  bufmefs  of  fraud 
and  delufion  ftill  went  on.  Mifs 
JBlyth  could  not,  while  certain  pla- 
*  nets  ruled,  deep  on  her  own  bed ; 
and  in  order  to  promote  the  com¬ 
fort  of  the  “  wife  woman/'  Perigo 
was  to  buy  her  a  new  bed,  with 
all  the  neeeflary  appendages,  and 
fend  it  to  Mary  Bateman,  through 
whofe  hands  it  was  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  Scarbro*.  The  bed,  &c., 
which  coft  eight  pounds,  was 
bought,  and  notes,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  pounds  more,  paid  at  va* 
rious  times  into  the  hands  of  the 
impoftor.  She  next  demanded  a 
fet  of  china  3  this  was  alfo  furnifh- 
ed ;  but  (he  complained  that  the 
tea-canifter  was  not  fufticiently 
handfome  to  fet  before  the  genteel 
company  kept  by  a  lady  of  her 
diftin&ion,  and  demanded  a  tea- 
caddy  in  its  ftead  ;  which  demand 
was  alfo  complied  with. 

Perigo  and  his  wife,  thus  drain¬ 
ed  of  all  the  money  they  had  in  the 
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world,  and  all  the  fums  their  for¬ 
mer  good  credit  had  enabled  them 
to  raife,  and  the  wife’s  health  ftill 
growing  worfe  rather  than  better, 
they  became  impatient  to  look  into 
the  myfterious  bags,  and  extract 
from  them  the  wealth  they  con¬ 
tained.  Their  clamorous  impa¬ 
tience  probably  became  trouble- 
fome,  when,  as  it  fhould  feem,  to 
filence  their  importunity,  Mrs. 
Bateman  received,  as  (he  faid,  a 
packet  from  Scarborough :  this 
packet  contained  a  powerful  charm, 
which  was  to  be  mixed  up  in  a 
pudding,  to  be  prepared  for  the 
purpofe,  and  of  which  Perigo  and 
his  wife  were  to  eat,  but  on  no  ac¬ 
count  to  allow  any  perfon  to  par¬ 
take  with  them.  The  hufband  ate 
fparingly ;  he  did  not  like  the 
tafte ;  but  his  ill-fated  wife,  lefs 
fcrupulous,  ate  freely.  They  both 
became  fick  almoft  immediately, 
and  continued  in  the  mod  de¬ 
plorable  fituation  for  twenty-four 
hours  :  the  wife  loft  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs,  and,  after  languilhing  five 
days,  died  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1807,  a  of  credulity.  Pe- 

rio;o  recovered  partially  ;  but  from 
that  time  to  the  prefent  has  never 
had  the  perfect  ufe  of  his  limbs. 
Part  of  the  pudding  was,  by  way 
of  experiment,  given  to  a  cat,  and 
it  died ;  fome  fowls  alfo  picked  up 
other  parts  of  it,  and  fharecl  the 
fame  fate.  Contrary  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mary  Bateman,  Perigo  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  furgeon  in  this  town  for 
advice,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
he  had  taken  poifon,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  not  in  a  quantity  fufticiently 
large  to  occafion  his  death. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  huf¬ 
band  would  have  poflefted  fuffi- 
cient  fortitude  to  emancipate  him- 
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felf  from  the  fangs  of  this  wicked 
woman:  this,  however,  was  not  the 
tafe ;  fhe  had  thrown  her  toils 
over  him,  and  though  the  wife 
might  not  have  been,  as  (he  fup- 
pofed,  bewitched,  it  is  pretty  evi¬ 
dent  the  hufhand  was  under  foine 
luch  influence.  From  May,  1807, 
till  Wednefday  latt,  the  charm  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate,  and  the  fpell 
could  not  be  diffolved.  At  one 
time  he  went  to  Manchefter  by 
the  dire&ion  of  this  Jezebel ;  at 
another  he  fent  her  one  of  his 
wife's  gowns ;  again  fhe  con¬ 
trived  to  coax  or  frighten  him 
out  of  another  gown,  a  petticoat, 
and  the  family  Bible  !  And  lait  of 
all  fhe  demanded  from  him  a  bufh- 
el  of  wheat,  with  three  feven-fhil- 
ling  pieces  inclofed.  His  creditors 
at  length  became  impatient  ;  and 
the  hopes  of  getting  any  part  of 
bis  property  back  failing,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  brave  all  danger,  and 
look  into  the  myflerious  bags, 
whofe  contents  he  found  were  not 
worth  one  penny. 

The  bubble  now  burffc  :  and 
after  having  kept  the  bufmefs  an 
entire  fecret  from  every  foul  living, 
his  wife  alone  excepted,  for  up¬ 
wards  of  two  years,  he  laid  his 
hopelefs  cafe  before  feme  of  his 
neighbours  :  by  their  dire&ion 
Mary  Bateman  was  apprehended. 
When  brought  before  the  magif- 
trates,  fhe  in  part  confeffed  her 
delinquency,  and  admitted  that 
there  was  no  fuch  perfon  as  mifs 
Blyth  in  exigence,  but  that  the 
whole  was  a  mere  phantom,  con¬ 
jured  uj)  to  forward  her  vile  pur- 
pofes.  The  magiflrates  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  offender  to  the  houfe 
of  corre&ion,  whether  to  be  trie  l 
for  fwindling  or  to  be  remove  1 
from  there  to  the  county  goal,  to 


take  her  trial  for  wilful  murder, 
we  are  not  informed. 

On  fearching  the  houfe  of  this 
woman  (who  has  a  hufband  and 
feveral  children),  the  bed  and 
fome  other  articles,  the  property 
of  Wm.  Perigo,  amounting  in  va¬ 
lue  to  about  ten  or  twelve  pounds, 
were  found,  and  will  be  reflored 
to  the  owner. 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
Mary  Bateman  is  the  perfon  whofe 
hen  laid  an  egg  about  two  years 
ago,  at  the  bank  in  this  town, 
bearing  this  marvellous  infeription, 
fi  Chriji  is  coming .” 

Suicide .■ — A  mod  fhocking  and 
melancholy  incident  occurred  in 
theKing’s-bench  prffon  : — A  young 
gentleman,  named  Alexander,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Berlin,  who  had  been  fif¬ 
teen  months  a  prifoner  there,  put 
an  end  to  his  exiftence  by  throw*- 
ing  himfelf  from  his  chamber- 
window  in  the  top  gallery.  No, 
10,  a  height  of  three  ftories.  The 
circumstances  which  led  to  this  la¬ 
mentable  catafirophe  are  rather 
interefting.  The  deceafed  was  at 
Hamburgh  about  two  years  fince, 
where  he  was  met  by  a  Britifh  ma¬ 
nufacturer,  one  of  his  father’s  cre¬ 
ditors,  who  had  dealt  extenfivelv 
with  the  houfe.  By  this  perfon 
Mr.  Alexander  was  induced  to  fet 
out  with  him  to  London  ;  but  as 
foon  as  they  arrived  in  England, 
Mr.  Alexander  was  thrown  into 
Chefter  gaol  at  the  fuit  of  his 
friend  and  fellow-traveller,  upon 
the  ground  of  an  alleged  debt,  as 
the  fuppofed  partner  with  his  fa¬ 
ther.  Having  remained  there  fome 
time,  lie  was  removed  at  his  own 
defile  by  habeas  corpus,  about  fif¬ 
teen  months  ago,  to  the  King’s- 
bench.  With  the  feelings  natural 
to  a  man  fo  circumftanced  in  a 
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foreign  country,  negle&ed  by  his 
friends,  and  deftitute  of  fupport, 
at  length  his  mind  became  deranged. 
His  creditors,  however,  perfifted  in 
his  detention,  under  a  perfualion 
that  it  would  ultimately  force  his 
friends  to  fettle  their  demand,  as 
they  conje&ured  there  was  an  un- 
derftanding  between  him  and  his 
father:  but  in  this,  fatally  for  the 
unhappy  young  man,  they  were 
deceived.  Indigence  and  perfecu- 
tion  reduced  his  mind  to  imbeci¬ 
lity,  and  his  body  almoft  to  a 
(keleton  :  for  the  laft  week  he  had 
lain  on  the  bed  of  (icknefs,  and 
refufed  to  take  medicine  or  fufte- 
nance  of  any  kind ;  and  yefterday 
morning,  in  a  moment  of  phrenfy, 
while  his  attendant  had  quitted  his 
room  for  a  few  feconds,  he  availed 
himfelfof  the  opportunity  to  preci¬ 
pitate  himfelf  from  his  window 
upon  the  pavement. 

^  Old  Bailey.  —  William 
2  *  Badcock,  a  hackney  coach¬ 

man,  was  indifted  for  burglarioufly 
entering,  in  the  night-time,  the 
dwelling. houfe  of  Samuel  Benjamin, 
Mary-le-bone-lane,  on  the  1 6th  of 
September,  and  Healing  thereout  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
property  of  the  faid  Benjamin. 
The  profecutor  was  a  Jew  fales- 
man,  and  kept  his  (hop  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  houfe,  No.  64, 
Mary-le-bone-lane,  which  was  par¬ 
titioned  off  from  the  reft  of  the 
houfe,  and  in  which  his  fon  ufu- 
ally  flept  at  nights.  After  this 
(hop  was  (hut  up  on  the  night 
above  dated,  and  padlocked  on 
the  outfide,  as  his  fon  had  not 
flept  there  for  fome  weeks  on  ac¬ 
count  of  illnefs,  word  was  brought 
him  that  his  (hop  was  robbed, 
about  half-pail  nine  o’clock.  He 
went  there  with  his  fon,  and  found 


it  had  been  broken  open,  and  the 
(helves  dripped  of  all  the  pro¬ 
perty.  Upon  inquiry,  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  a  hackney-coach  had 
been  feen  waiting  for  a  confiderable 
time  before  the  (hop,  and  two 
men  were  feen  frequently  paffing 
between  the  (hop  and  the  coach, 
and  putting  into  the  latter  various 
parcels  of  goods ;  that  they  then 
mounted  the  box,  and  drove  off 
with  the  coachman.  One  young 
man,  who  fufpe&ed  fomething 
wrong,  followed  the  coach  and 
called  out  to  the  coachman  to 
Hop ;  but  indead  of  Hopping,  he 
drove  the  more  furioufly.  The 
young  man,  however,  came  up 
with  the  coach,  and  obferved  that 
it  was  No.  278;  and  upon  fome 
further  inquiry,  it  was  found  out 
that  the  dri  ver  was  alfo  the  owner, 
and  that  his  (land  was  in  Holborn, 
near  the  Bull-and-Gate.  Thither 
Benjamin,  his  fon,  and  fome  others 
went,  and  waited  at  the  Bull-and- 
Gate  till  one  o’clock,  when  they 
faw  a  coach  drive  up;  the  gate  of 
thfe  yard  was  opened,  and  the 
coach  drove  in,  and  it  was  obferved 
to  be  No.  278.  There  was  one 
man  on  the  box  with  the  coach¬ 
man,  and  both  were  taken  into 
cuftody .  Upon  fearching  the  coach, 
a  great-coat  was  found  under  the 
feat,  which  Benjamin  knew  to  have 
been  in  his  lhop  the  preceding- 
evening,  and  his  fon  fwore  that  he 
himfelf  had  been  repairing  it,  and 
that  it  was  not  ready  for  (ale  when 
he  laft  faw  it.  The  prifoner,  on 
being  interrogated  that  night  about 
the  conveyance  of  woods  from 
Mary-le-bone-lane,  denied,  pofi- 
tively  that  his  coach  had  been  in 
Mary-le-bone  parifh  during  any 
part  of  that  whole  day  and  night, 
or  that  he  knew  any  thing  about 
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the  coat  found  in  his  coach.  The 
younger  Benjamin,  however,  fwore, 
that  he  faw  him  that  evening  in 
Mary-le-bone-lane,  leaning  againft 
a  poft  in  the  ftreet,  with  his  coach 
in  waiting,  for  a  confiderable  time, 
before  the  robbery,  but  without 
having  then  the  moft  diftant  fufpi- 
cion  of  what  was  intended  ;  and 
that  he  afterwards  inftantly  recol¬ 
lected  his  face  (which  was  a  very 
remarkable  one),  and  his  perfon, 
the  moment  he  faw  him  at  the  Bull- 
and-Gate,  Holborn.  The  other 
prifoner  taken  with  him  was  dif- 
charged  by  the  magiftratesat  Marl- 
bo  rough -ftreet  office.  Mr.  jultice 
Lawrence,  after  recapitulating  the 
evidence  for  the  jury,  obferved, 
that  if  they  believed  the  prifoner 
to  have  been  privy  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties  who  aftually  broke 
open  the  fhop  and  took  out  the 
goods,  and  that  with  fuch  privity 
lie  waited  to  receive  thofe  goods 
out  fide  in  the  coach,  they  muft 
confider  him  as  completely  guilty 
©f  the  burglary  and  robbery  as  if 
he  had  broken  open  the  fhop,  and 
taken  out  the  goods  with  his  own 
hands ;  as,  in  fuch  cafe,  he  muft  be, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  an 
accomplice  in  the  robbery. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
found  the  prifoner  Guilty— Death, 

About  14  or  1500  fmall  Ro¬ 
man  copper  coins  were  lately  difeq- 
vered  in  ploughing  fome  land  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Ward,  of  Tim- 
berland,  near  Sleaford.  They  are 
coins  of  Auguftus,  Tiberius,  and 
the  firft  Claudius,  were  found  in  a 
Roman  earthen  pot,  which  was 
broken  by  the  plough,  ancl  are  in 
fine  prefervation, 

,  Middlejex  StJJiou, — -J  ofeph 

^9tle  Powell,  a  noted  aftrologer, 
who  had  been  once  before  convift. 


ed,  and  filtered  the  fentence  of  tho 
law,  for  dealing  in  the  myftic  art4 
was  again  brought  before  the  court 
for  judgment,  under  the  vagrant 
aft,  as  an  incorrigible  rogue  and 
vagabond. 

This  profecution,  as  well  as  that 
which  followed,  were  carried  on 
by  the  Society  for  the  Suppreffion 
of  Vice,  whofe  clerk,  Mr.  Weftern, 
was  the  chief  evidence.  He  ftated, 
that  in  confequence  of  one  of  Mr, 
Powell’s  late  advertisements  to  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  notifying  that 
he  now  vended  medicines  which 
performed  the  moft  miraculous 
cures  for  head-aches,  tooth-aches, 
rheumatifm,  &c.  made  black  and; 
decayed  teeth  found,  perfeft,  and 
pearly  white,.  Sec,  concluding  with 
a  nota  be?ie,  that  he  continued  t© 
give  his  opinion  in  the  wonderful 
art  of  confuting  the  planetary 
fyftem,  gratis; — he  waited  upon 
this  wonderful  prophetdn  Edward- 
ftreet,  Portman-fquarc,  for  the 
purpofe  of  detefting  him ;  and 
having  feigned  a  complaint  in  his 
head,  he  received  an  infallible 
nodrum  in  a  fmall  phial.  After 
having  led  to  the  fubjeftof  his  art, 
and  given  the  time  of  his  nativity, 
the  prifoner  proceeded  in  his 
magic  incantations,  After  a  fhort 
confultation  of  the  planets,  he  told 
him  that  he  was  bom  under  the 
fun,  cautioned  him  againft  a  dark 
man  who  was  his  enemy,  and  pro- 
mifed  him  great  profperity  in  the 
courfe  of  his  dealings.  For  the 
medicine,  but  not  for  his  opinion, 
he  received  half-a-crown.  Wood, 
the  police-officer,  afterwards  caught 
him  in  the  aft  of  cafting  the  nati¬ 
vity  of  two  young  ladies,  and 
feized  the  prophet,  his  magic 
books,  &c.  The  court  fentenced 
him  to  twelve  months  imprifop- 
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ment  in  the  houfe  of  corre&ion, 
and  to  be  publicly  whipped. 

Elizabeth  Lawrence  was  alfo 
brought  up  for  judgment  for  a  fi- 
milar  offence.  Her  incantations, 
however,  were  confined  to  the 
myderies  of  a  pack  of  cards,  upon 
which  flia.told  fortunes  at  the  cheap 
rate  of  one  fhilling  per  head.  Two 
young  damfels,  who  had.  been  fent 
for  the  purpofe,  proved  her  deal,, 
ings  in  the  black  art;  and  after 
an  able  defence  by  Mr.  Curwood, 
in  confequence  of  this  being  the  fe- 
cond  convi&ion  for  the  fame  of¬ 
fence,  the  court  fentenced  her  to  12 
months  imprifonment  in  the  houfe 
of  correction. 

*  A  mod  dreadful  dorm 
3  *  of  wind  and  rain  occurred 

lad  week  at  Moffat :  the  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  came  down  in 
fuch  torrents  as  were  never  feen 
before  by  the  olded  people  here. 
Amongd  the  damage  occafioned  by 
it,  we  areforry  to  date  a  didrefling 
accident  which  happened  to  the 
mail-coach  from  Glafgow  to  Car- 
lifle,  which  paffes  this  way,  at  the 
bridge  over  the  river  Evon,  about 
nine  miles  from  hence,  at  a  place 
called  Howcleagh,  betwixt  nine 
and  ten  o’clock  lad  night.  The 
coach  had  jud  got  about  half  way 
over,  when  the  bridge  gave  way  in 
the  middle  of  the  arch,  and  the 
coach,  paffengers,  horfes,  &c.  were 
indantly  precipitated  into  the  river, 
down  a  fall  of  35  or  40  feet.  There 
were  four  infide  and  two  outfide 
paffengers.  The  two  latter,  and 
two  of  the  horfes,  were  killed  upon 
the  fpot ;  and  the  other  paffengers 
had  a  mod  miraculous  efcape  with 
their  lives,  though,  we  are  forry  to 
.fay,  they  are  all  very  confiderably 
hurt.  The  coachman  and  guard 
were  alfo  much  hurt ;  the  former 


had  his  arm  broken,  and  was  other* 
wife  much  bruifed,  and  the  guard 
got  a  fevere  contufion  in  the  head* 
The  other  coach,  from  Carlifle  to 
Glafgow,  narrowly  efcaped  fharing 
the  fame  fate :  it  arrived  at  the 
bridge  jud  at  the  time  the  accident 
happened;  and,  from  the  darknefs 
of  the  night,  and  the  rate  the  coach 
neceffarily  travels,  mud  inevitably 
have  gone  into  the  river  at  the 
fame  breach  in  the  arch,  had  not 
the  cries  of  one  of  the  fufferers 
alarmed  the  coachman,  and  in¬ 
duced  him  to  dop.  By  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  the  coachman  and  guard  of 
the  other  coach,  the  paffengers 
who  furvived  (a  lady  and  three 
gentlemen),  with  the  coachman  and 
guard,  that  had  fallen  into  the 
abyfs,  were  faved,  and  conduced  to 
a  place  of  fafety,  until  other  af- 
fidance  was  afforded  them.  Much 
praife  is  due  to  the  proprietor  at 
Moffat,  for  his  exertion  and  affid- 
ance  on  this  occafion.  Imme¬ 
diately  on  hearing  of  the  accident^ 
he  fet  out,  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  with  feveral  of  his  fervants 
and  furgical  affidance,  and  gave 
every  poffible  relief  to  the  paffen¬ 
gers;  and  by  this  means,  we  are 
happy  to  fay,  the  London  mail,  and 
many  valuablearticles  in  the  coach, 
have  been  faved.  The  exertions  of 
one  of  the  proprietor’s  fervants  is 
particularly  deferving  of  notice :  at 
the  rifk  of  his  life,  he  went  down 
the  precipice,  fufpended  by  a  rope, 
and  faved  the  life  of  the  lady  (one 
of  the  paffengers),  and  recovered 
the  mail  bags,  which  mud  other- 
wife  have  been  carried  down  the 
dream.  The  bodies  of  the  two 
paffengers  have  been  found,  and 
conveyed  to  Moffat;  and,  notwith- 
danding  the  detention  occafoned 
by  this  calamity,  the  mail  was 
*  I  .  delivered 
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delivered  in  town  in  its  regular 
courfe. 

a  The  late  fall  of  fnow  in 
d1  ‘  the  vicinity  of  Galafhiels 
has  been  attended  with  very  fatal 
effects.  The  fudden  thaw  which 
followed,  caufed  torrents  of  water 
to  defcend  from  the  furrounding 
mountains,  which  increafed  Gala 
water  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  not  only 
to  fweep  away  the  bridge,  but 
completely  to  deftroy  the  public 
road.  The  communication  in  that 
part  of  the  country  is  in  confe- 
quence  obftru&ed.  We  are  forry 
alfo  to  add,  that  an  extenfive  ma¬ 
chinery,  erected  for  the  manufac¬ 
turing  of  woollen  cloth,  was  en¬ 
tirely  carried  away  by  the  torrent ; 
which  has  thrown  a  number  of  in- 
duftrious  people  out  of  employment. 

On  Saturday  laft,  a  corpfe  was 
brought  from  Charter  Houfe- 
fquare,  and  buried  in  Iflington 
Chuich  Yard,  and  a  done  eredted 
at  the  place  with  this  infeription  : 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elieabeth  Thomas, 
tvho  died  the  28th  of  O&obcr,  180S, 
aged  27  years. 

tt  She  had  no  fault  fave  what  travellers 
give  the  moon, 

The  light  was  bright,  but  died,  alas !  too 
foon.” 

Mr.  Hodgfon,  the  coroner,  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter,  intimating  very 
ilrong  fufpicions  that  the  deceafed 
had  not  died  naturally,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  applied  to  the 
parifh  officers,  who  ordered  the 
grave  to  be  opened,  which  was 
done  on  Friday  morning,  and  the 
body  removed  to  the  vault  under 
the  church,  for  the  infpe&ion  of 
the  jury,  which  fat  upon  it  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  appeared  in  evidence. 

The  lady  died  on  Friday,  was 
buried  on  Saturday,  apd  the  gep- 


tleman  with  whom  fhe  lived  (not 
being  married)  left  town  on  Sun¬ 
day,  and  embarked  at  Portfmoutb 
on  Monday  for  Spain.  On  exa¬ 
mining  the  body,  a  filver  pin  about 
nine  inches  long,  was  found  flick-* 
ing  in  the  heart  through  the  left 
fide  of  the  body.  A  medical  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  had  attended  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  declared  that  the  pin  was 
infer  ted  at  the  requeft  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman  to  prevent  the  poffibiiity  of 
being  buried  alive.  The  Jury 
brought  in  a  verdift,  of  died  by 
the  vifitation  of  God. 

Died. — 15th.  At  Weftham, 
Effex,  James  Anderfon,  LL.D. 
author  of  numerous  works  on  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Political  Economy. 

30th.  At  Roan  Lanyhorne,  in 
Cornwall,  the  Rev.  John  Whita¬ 
ker,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man- 
chefter,  and  other  learned  works. 

At  Norwich,  Mr.  Moneyment, 
aged  1 01,  and  Mr.  Peed,  aged  102. 

At  Aberfeldie,  Perthfhire,  John 
Stewart,  aged  1 1 1. 


NOVEMBER. 

Notwithflanding  the  im-  « 
probability  with  which  the  1 
following  account  may  appear  to 
fome  of  our  readers,  we  can  affure 
them  that  it  is  a  faft,  as  we  have 
it  from  the  molt  refpedlable  au¬ 
thority. — A  flock  of  geefe  be- 
longing  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the 
Town-houfe  at  Marford,  about 
feven  miles  from  Chefter,  fet  a 
bare  on  the  top  of  that  hill  on 
Tuefday  laft,  when  pufs,  burfting 
from  the  cackling  tribe,  ran  down 
the  hill,  and  was  purfued  by  the 
whole  flock,  fome  flying,  fome 
running  with  extended  wings,  till 
they  overtook  her,  when  pufs  flily 

gave 
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gave  them  the  double;  and  re¬ 
turning,  was  fo  clofely  purfued  by 
the  irritated  flock,  as  to  be  taken 
ali  ve  by  a  fervant  girl  of  Mrs. 
Pate’s,  as  (he  was  attempting  the 
hatch  in  her  miftrefs’s  garden,  in  * 
the  prefence  of  upwards  of  twenty 
perfons.  Her  carcafe  was  after¬ 
wards  made  a  prefent  of  to  a  wed¬ 
ding  party  in  the  neighbourhood. 

- Chefter  Chronicle . 

The  following  trait  of  felf-devo- 
tion  is  recorded  of  a  Spanifh  officer, 
who  commanded  a  detachment  of 
300  men,  at  Horfens,  in  Jutland, 
who  were  on  their  march  to  join 
their  country  men, conformably  with 
the  plan  fo  admirably  concerted  be¬ 
tween  admiral  Keats  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Romana.  Having  miffed 
the  road,  the  detachment  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  party  of  French,  fo 
much  fuperior  in  numbers,  as  to 
leave  no  hope  whatever,  from  any 
effort  it  could  make,  of  carrying 
the  defired  object  into  execution. 
The  officer,  perfe&ly  aware  of  the 
favage  inhumanity  of  the  French, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  ex. 
ercifed  fparingly  on  his  party,  halt¬ 
ed  his  detachment,  walked  up  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  French, 
and  declared,  that  his  loyalty  to  his 
fovereign,  and  love  forhis  country, 
had  induced  him  to  take  the  ftep  he 
was  on  the  point  of  accomplifhing; 
that  he  lamented  having  now  loit 
every  hope  of  being  ufeful  to  his 
country  in  her  prefent  diftrefs ;  af- 
fured  him  that  his  unfortunate  com¬ 
panions  were  perfe&ly  ignorant  of 
his  plan,  and  therefore  innocent ; 
and  hoped  that  the  word  of  a  dying 
man  might  be  taken,  and  would  in¬ 
fluence  his  conduct  towards  them 
when  they  had  fallen,  as  they  foon 
muft  do,  into  his  hands.  Having 
faid  this,  he  drew  a  piftol  from  his 


belt,  and  Ihot  himfelf  through  the 
headi 

Bow-ftreet. —  On  Friday  a  charge 
of  a  very  novel  nature  was  exhibi¬ 
ted  againfl:  Mifs  Sarah  P—  ■■ ,  a 
maiden  lady  of  confiderable  for¬ 
tune,  (for  robbing  her  own  fervant,) 
who  keeps  a  houfe  in  Bernard- 
ffreet,  Ruffel-fquare,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fervants.  It  appeared  that 

Mifs  P -  fufpe&ed  that  fome 

bottles  of  brandy  had  been  llolen, 
and  on  Thurfday,  between  one  and 
two  o’clock,  fhe  was  going  over 
her  houfe  in  fearch  of  the  brandy, 
particularly  the  fervants’  rooms  and 
boxes ;  (he  called  to  Martha  Kent* 
one  of  the  fervants,  and  aiked  her 
for  the  key  of  her  box.  The  girl 
faid  fhe  had  it,  and  was  very  rea¬ 
dily  giving  it  to  her  miftrefs,  but 
Mifs  P.  obferved,  that  (he  need  not 
do  it,  as,  when  (he  was  moving  the 
box  by  the  lid,  it  came  open  in  her 
hand,  and  (be  was  fatisfied  the  bran, 
dy  was  not  there.  Martha  Kent 
returned  to  the  kitchen,  but  it  im¬ 
mediately  (truck  her,  as  her  box 
was  open,  to  afcertain  if  all  her 
things  were  fafe,  and  on  her  exami¬ 
ning  the  box,  (he  found  that  the  lid 
had  been  broken  open,  and  that  all 
her  clothes  were  fafe,  but  that  cafli 
and  notes,  to  the  amount  of  lixteen 
guineas,  had  been  ftolen,  whichlhe 
law  in  the  box  the  night  previous  5 
and  Mary  Dixon,  the  cook,  faw 
the  box  fafe,  and  not  broken,  a 

(hort  time  before  Mifs  P -  was 

at  it*  It  was  urged  by  Mifs  P — — 
the  improbability  of  her  taking  the 
money,  and  that  all  the  fervants,  as 
well  as  the  hair-dreffer,  who  bad 
been  at  her  houfe  that  morning,  had 
accefs  to  the  room  where  the  box 
was.  Mr.  Reed,  in  reply,  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  fervant  had  lived 
with  her  between  five  and  fix  years, 

*  I  z  con. 
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confequently  fne  had  approved  of 
her  conduct,  and  as  fuch  her  tefti- 
mony  was  unimpeached.  It  was 
dear  the  box  had  been  broken  open, 
and  fhe  (Mifs  P.)  was  the  only  per- 
ion  found  near  it,  and  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  have  been  at  it  ;  with 
thefe  fads  before  him,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  difcharge  her  ; 
however,  on  the  application  of  her 
attorney,  fhe  was  not  committed, 
he  engaging  for  her  appearance  on 
a  future  day. 

A  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Stringer,  between  23  and  24  years 
of  age,  who  was  what  is  termed  a 
flicker ,  or  foreman,  to  a  boot  and 
shoemaker,  was- to  have  been  mar*, 
ried  at  nine  in  the  morning,  on  Sun¬ 
day  lad,  at  St.  Clement’s  Church, 
to  a  young  woman  of  decent  con¬ 
nections,  near  St.  Martin’s  Church. 
He  had  purchafed  furniture,  and 
prepared  apartments  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  intended  bride,  in  Den¬ 
mark- court,  in  the  Strand.  It  was 
found  on  Sunday  morning  that  he 
was  not  punctual  to  his  tirat  for  go¬ 
ing  to  church  ;  upon  being  called 
he  anfwered,  but  was  unable  to 
open  the  door,  and  it  was  forced 
open.  A  furgeon  (Mr.  Stanton  of 
the  Strand)  was  fent  for  and  at¬ 
tended  ;  but  all  the  exertion  of  his 
(kill  proved  unavailing  ;  the  poor 
young  man  was  a  lifelefs  corpfe  at 
a  quarter  after  ten  that  morning. 

A  large  whale,  45  feet  long, 
ran  afhore  on  the  banks  of 
the  Frith,  betwixt  Alio  and  Cam- 
bus,  where  it  was  difcovered  by 
two  ploughmen,  who  endeavoured 
for  a  long  time  to  kill  it  with  their 
knives,  but  without  cffed  ;  the  fifh 
at  the  fame  time  making  great  ex¬ 
ertions -to  cfcape.  At  laft,  a  fur¬ 
geon  pointed  out  the  mortal  part, 


and,  by  applying  afpit,  they  effe£H 
ed  their  purpofe.  It  is  intended 
to  get  fome  veffel  near  it,  to  lift  it 
to  a  proper  fpot  for  diffe&ion. 

Edinburgh. — ’This  day  the 
>  fitting  magiftrate  fined 
two  Chairmen  for  attempting  to 
fight  a  duel.  They  were  alfo  found 
liable  to  cods,  and  ordered  to  keep 
the  peace.  One  of  the  city  officers 
was  applied  to  as  a  fecond,  and  to 
procure  piftols,  but  inflead  of  fe¬ 
cond  ing  the  intentions  of  thefe 
heroes,  he  committed  them  both 
to  the  guard-houfe. 

By  accounts  from  Berwick  we 
learn  one  of  the  effe&s  of  the  thun- 
der-ftorm  which  prevailed  over  the 
fouth  of  Scotland  on  Wednefday 
morning.  The  thunder  (truck  with 
a  tremendous  crafh  upon  a  valuable 
court  of  offices  belonging  to  Hr 
John  Stewart,  of  AManbank,  which 
it  materially  injured.  The  light¬ 
ning,  which  completely  illuminated 
the  neighbourhood,  was  followed, 
in  two  feconds,  by  a  report  like  a 
cannon  of  the  largeft  calibre,  (truck 
the  building  juft  under  the  cupola, 
to  an  extent  of  twelve  yards,  dri¬ 
ving  in  molt  of  the  folid  walls.  It 
then  feemed  to  take  a  circle,  ran  up 
again  to  the  clock-room,  and  along 
the  roof,  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
building.  There  are  ten  holes  made 
in  the  dated  roof,  fix  in  the  wall, 
three  in  the  wall  exa&ly  as  if  they 
had  been  battered  by  cannon.  The 
roof  had  much  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance.  One  of  them  is  three  feet 
long.  Mod  providentially,  a  fami¬ 
ly  (leeping  in  one  of  the  rooms, 
efcaped  with  the  dreadful  fright 
only.  The  fire  made  its  way  out 
at  two  fouth  windows,  which  it 
broke,  as  well  as  injured  the  'work, 
and  broke  fome  other  windows  in 
*  the 
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the  neighbourhood  by  the  {hock. 
The  gardener's  houfe  was  filled 
with  a  krong  fuiphureous  iinell. 

'  nth  A  broker  of  the  name  of 
y  ’  Oliver,  in  Mary-le-bone, 
has  had  a  piece  of  extraordinary 
good  fortune,  in  a  purchafe,  not 
only  of  great  profit  to  him,  but  of 
immenfe  value  to  the  arts.  A  fhort 
time  fmce,  general  Gwynne,  who 
had  recently  purchafed  an  ekate  in 
the  vicinity  of  Farnham,  gave  in- 
ftrudions  for  the  fale  of  the  decay¬ 
ed  antique  furniture,  in  the  manfion- 
lioufe,  attached  to  the  property. 
Among  other  things  were  feverai 
old  pictures,  lying  in  a  heap  in  one 
ot  the  lumber-rooms.  They  were 
bought  for  5I.  12s.  6d.  bv  a  chand¬ 
ler  at  Farnham,  who  took  the  opi¬ 
nion  refpeding  them  of  a  coach- 
herald  painter  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,,  This  perfon  faw  they  were 
works  of  a  great  maker,  and  wrote 
to  his  father,  Oliver,  the  broker,  to 
fend  him  30I.  For  25I.  he  got  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  paintings,  and  bore 
them  off  in  triumph  to  the  capital. 
Since  their  arrival  they  have  been 
infpeded  by  the  lovers  of  vertuy 
and  by  them  are  ekimated  at 
30,oool.  value,  flow  far  the  lat¬ 
ter  report  may  be  depended  upon 
we  know  not ;  but  certain  it  is, 
that  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  have 
been  tendered  and  refufed.  Thefe 
admirable  pidures  prove  to  be  ten 
of  the  Ctefars,  by  Titian  ;  they  are 
each  about  feven  feet  in  height. 
Each  of  the  Csefars  is  mounted  on 
horfeback ;  the  fire  and  fpirit  dis¬ 
played  by  the  animals  are  akonilh- 
ingly  great.  The  burning  of  Rome 
is  a  maker-piece.  Each  pidure 
has  an  hikorical  defcription,  placed 
in  an  appropriate  fituation. 

Another  remarkable  circum¬ 
stance  refpeding  the  difcoyery  of 


a  celebrated  pidure,  the  good  for¬ 
tune  of  its  owner,  and  the  honour¬ 
able  con  dud  of  two  cognofcenti,  has 
alfo  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
pak  week:  —  Mr. Jennings,  com¬ 
monly  called  Chiliby  Jennings,  of 
eccentric  memory,  a  man  of  large 
fortune,  an  antiquary,  and  a  vir- 
tuofo,  palling  through  Chelfea,  a 
few  days  fince,  faw  at  a  broker's 
{hop  a  pidure  painted  in  oil,  of  vail 
dimenfions.  On  infpeding  it  clofe- 
\y,  he  aiked  the  man  the  price  of 
it.  The  reply  was,  (i  Thirty-fix 
fli illings/’-— After  taking  a  more 
minute  furvey  of  the  fubjed,  Mr. 
Jennings  addreffed  the  vender  with, 
(i  Have  you  a  family  I  have 

a  wife  and  four -children/'  was  the 
reply. — “  My  good  man,''  {aid 
Mr.  Jennings,  (t  take  my  advice  ; 
it  will  prove  a  fortune  to  you  and 
your  pokeriry  ;  do  not  fell  the 
pidure  for  a  lefs  fum  than  three 
thoufand  pounds/'  Mr.  Jennings 
left  the  {hop,  and  meeting  with 
tall  S — -ns  in  the  park,  informed 
him  of  the  circumkance.  S.  poked 
away  in  a  great  hurry  to  the 
broker’s  refidence  ;  and  after  ta¬ 
king  a  ilight  furvey  of  the  pidure, 
afked  the  man,  with  an  air  of  in¬ 
difference,  what  he  expeded  for  it  ? 
(<  Really,  fir,”  replied  the  broker, 
“  I  know  not  what  to  a  Ik  for  it, 
as  a  gentleman,  not  an  hour  ago, 
told  me  it  was  worth  three  thoufand 
pounds/’  Fifteen  hundred,  and, 
fince,  two  thoufand  pounds  have 
been  tendered.  The  fubjed;  is  the 
Fabulous  Pantheon,  by  Rubens.  It 
is  in  a  high  kate  of  prefervation, 
with  only  a  hole  in  a  part  of  the 
back. ground,  of  no  confequence 
whatever  to  the  pidure. 

This  evening  about  half  .  ^ 
pak  five,  a  young  man  en¬ 
tered  the  Queen’s  palace,  with  no 

fmal! 
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(mail  degree  of  confidence,  and 
delivered  to  the  porter  in  waiting 
a  piece  of  parchment,  which  they 
focrn  difcovered  to  be  an  old  fub- 
poena.  They  afked  him  what  he 
meant  ?  He  anfwered,  that  he  fup- 
pofed  they  could  not  read,  or  they 
would  perceive  it  to  be  his  title 
deed,  authorizing  him  to  govern 
this  country  ;  that  he  was  king 
William,  was  appointed  by  divine 
authority  to  retprm  the  bifhops, 
and  was  accordingly  come  to  take 
poffeifion  of  the  pal«ce.  The  por¬ 
ters  perceived  he  was  deranged, 
and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him 
to  leave  the  lodge,  but  he  pofi- 
tively  and  refolutely  refufai  o  go. 
Sayers,  the  officer,  w  as  in  confe- 
quence  fent  for.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  officer  he  cpnverfed  with  him, 
and  acknowledged  every  thing  he 
faid  to  be  Tight ;  but  told  him  it 
was  neceffiary,  before  he  had  full 
poffeUion  of  his  kingly  power  and 
the  palace,  that  he  fhouid  fee  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  propofed 
his  going  to  him,  and  he  would  in¬ 
troduce  him  !  He,  however,  prov¬ 
ed  himfelf  very  cunning,  and  faid 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  fecretary  10 
wait  upon  him ;  and,  befides,  he 
wanted  fomething  to  eat.  He  has 
lately  loft  his  wife,  and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  aftlidion  is  the  caufe  of 
his  derangement.  He  came  to 
town  with  a  (word,  and  was  taken 
into  cuftcdy  in  the  city,  for  fome 
■violent  behaviour,  and  confined  in 
the  Poultry  Compter  for  it,  which 
place  he  refufed  to  leave,  and  was 
turned  out.  Sayers  took  him  to 
St.  Geprge  s  workhoufe,  the  parifh 
in  which  he  was  found,  as  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  deranged  perfon,  by 
Order  of  the  magilirates. 

The  members  of  the  court 
of  enquiry, convened  by  vir¬ 


tue  of  his  majefty's  warrant,  aflem- 
bled,in  the  great  hall  of  Chelfea  Hof? 
pital , to  inquire  into  the  circumftan- 
ces  that  led  to  the  convention  of Cin- 
tra  :  prefident,  gen. fir  D.  Dundas  3 
members,  generals  earl  Moira, 
P.  Craig,  and  lord  Heathfield ; 
lieutenant-generals,  earl  Pembroke, 
fir  G.  Nugent,  and  O.  Nichols. 
The  board  was  conftituted  without 
any  formality  ;  and,  after  the  mem¬ 
bers  had  taken  their  feats,  heard 
hismajefty’s  warrant  read  by  the 
deputy  judge-advocate,  and  deli¬ 
berated  a  fhort  time  in  private,  was 
adjourned. 

The  court  affembled  at  half 
paft  ten ;  and  the  bufinefs  was 
opened  by  the  judge-advocate,  who 
read  the  various  official  correfpon- 
dence  between  lord  Laftlereagh, 
fir  A.Wellefley,  fir  H.  Dairy mple, 
fir  H.  Burrard,  fir  C.  Cotton,  &c • 
&c,  down  to  the  difpatches  of  the 
2  1  ft  September.  Sir  H.  Dairy m- 
ple  then  came  forward,  and  ad- 
dreffed  the  court  at  fome  length, 
in  vindication  of  his  character, 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  grofsly 
afperfed  in  the  public  prints,  to 
ferve,  as  it  would  feem,  the  caufe 
of  a  more  favoured  officer.  It  had 
been  afferted  that  he  was  the  foie 
author  of  the  convention;  that  he 
had  adcd  in  oppofition  to  the  plan 
pf  proceedings  previoufly  agreed 
on  ;  that  he  had  dafhed  the  laurels 
from  the  brow  of  the  vidor ;  and 
that  fir  A.  Wellefiey  had  protefted 
againft,  or  ftrongly  difapproved 
of,  the  terms  of  the  convention. 
He  now  pledged  himfelf  to  that 
court,  and  to  his  country,  that  fir 
H.  Burrard,  fir  A.  Wellefiey,  and 
himfelt,  were  prefent  with  general 
Kellerman,  when  the  preliminaries 
were  difcufied  and  fettled,  and  that 
fir  A.  Wellefiey  bore  that  promi¬ 
nent; 
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nent  part  in  the  difcuffion,  to 
which  the  important  fituation  he 
held  in  the  country,  the  glorious 
vidory  he  had  lately  gained,  and 
the  information,  more  particularly 
of  a  local  nature,  which  he  poffef- 
fed,  fo  well  entitled  him  to  afliime. 
— Sir  A.  Wellelley  begged  to  fay  a 
few  words  in  anfwer  to  what  he 
had  juft  heard.  He  regretted  ex¬ 
ceedingly  that  any  thing  fhould 
have  appeared  in  any  of  the  public 
prints  which  could  be  fuppofed  to 
have  the  eftedl  of  ferving  him  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  conduct  or  cha¬ 
racter  of  fir  H.  Dalrymple ;  and 
he  difclaimed,  in  his  own  name  and 
that  of  his  relations  and  friends,  any 
approbation  or  knowledge  of  fuch 
ftatements.  He  had  agreed  with 
the  commander-in-chief  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  thofe  articles,  though  he 
had  differed  from  him  in  fome  of 
the  details  :  he  had  fignea  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  at  the  defire  of  fir  H. 
Dalrymple,  but  not  in  ccnfequence 
of  any  command  or  compulfion. 
The  judge-advocate,  we  under- 
ftand,  publicly  exprefied  the  wifh 
of  the  court,  that  its  proceedings 
(hould  not  be  publifhed  until  its 
conclufion,  and  his  majefty’s  plea- 
fure  fhould  be  known  whether  any 
further  proceedings  of  a  military 
nature  were  to  be  inftifuted.  The 
duke  of  Cumberland  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  elegantly  dreffed  females, 
were  prefent.  Sir  Hew  Dalrym¬ 
ple  was  accompanied  by  general 
Green,  and  fir  Arthur  Wellelley 
by  major  Tucker.  Sir  Hew  fpoke 
with  firnrmefs  and  precifion,  and 
appeared  in  good  fpirits. 

An  ecclefiaftical  caufe  has  been 
determined  in  Scotland,  which  is 
fomething  curious.  The  harvefl 
of  laft  year  being  very  wet,  Mr. 
Wright,  minifter  of  May  bole,  took 


the  opportunity  after  fermon,  on  a 
Sunday  which  proved  dry,  to  re¬ 
commend  to  his  parifhioners  to 
take  advantage  of  the  weather  to 
houfe  their  corn.  His  advice  was 
followed  by  feveral ;  but  the  en- 
fuing  prefbytery  thought  proper  to 
inftitute  an  inquiry  againft  him  for 
breaking  the  fabbarh;  but,  on  an 
appeal  to  the  fynod,  they  fet  afide 
the  proceedings  of  the  prefbytery. 

A  fhark  was  caught  by  g  . 
the  fifhermen  at  Haftings.  1  tls 
It  was  entangled  in  17  of  their 
nets,  and  completely  broke  them 
all ;  but  being  wounded,  and  nearly 
fpent,  they  contrived  to  tow  on 
jfhore  this  monfter  of  the  deep.  It 
meafures  30  feet  in  length,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  20  in  circumference,  and 
it  is  fuppofed  to  weigh  at  leaft  ten 
ton :  has  four  rows  of  teeth,  and 
the  throat  is  fo  large  it  could  fwal- 
low  a  man  with  the  greateft  eafe. 
It  is  the  largeft  of  the  fpecies  ever 
met  with  in  any  of  the  feas  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Col.  Bothwell  has  purchafed 
it  for  his  friend  Mr.  Hope,  fur- 
geon,  of  Sackville-ftreet,  who  in. 
tend*-  to  difieft  it,  and  place  the  fke- 
leton  in  his  mufeum.  A  fea-fnake, 
60  feet  long,  being  the  fecond  of 
the  kind  ever  feen,  has  been  driven 
afhore  on  the  eftate  of  M.  Laing, 
efq.  M.  P.  in  one  of  the  Orkney 
iflands. 

At  the  change  of  the 
moon,  and  during  an  in-  '  16 
vifible  eclipfc  of  the  fun,  .this 
night,  an  extraordinary  high  tide, 
accompanied  by  a  ftrong  fouth-  weft 
wind,  inundated  the  whole  of  the 
fouthern  coaft,  from  Folkftone  to 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.  At  the  for¬ 
mer  place,  the  galling  of  the  fea 
carried  off  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
the  beach  and  fand,  fo  as  to  leave 
the  foundation  of  feveral  houfes 

quite 
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quite  naked.  Fears  were  at  one 
time  entertained  that  the  weight  of 
the  fea  would  break  the  banks  of 
the  royal  military  canal  at  Hythe, 
though  fituated  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  {bore  ;  but  fortunately, 
sifter  deftroying  feveral  ftore- 
houfes,  hay-ftacks,  &c.  the  fea  ob¬ 
tained  a  vent  to  the  canal,  and  was 
thus  prevented  doing  further  da¬ 
mage. 

The  collector  of  taxes  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  town,  who  de¬ 
camped  with  feveral  thoufand 
pounds,  the  produce  of  the  taxes 
received,  proves  to  be  Mr.  Laun- 
celot  Atkinfon,  the  collector  of 
the  property  and  other  taxes  for 
the  parifh  of  St.  James’s,  and  is 
deficient  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  io,oool.  This  unfortunate 
man’s  family  are  very  refpeCtable  ; 
his  father  kept  a  cheefemonger’s 
fhcp  for  a  great  number  of  years 
in  Jermyn-ltreet,  and  he  fucceeded 
iris  father  in  the  bufinefs,  and  mar¬ 
ried  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Conftable, 
a  wealthy  and  eminent  butcher  in 
St.  James’s  Market,  with  whom 
he  received  eight  thoufand  pounds 
as  a  fortune.  It  is  fuppofed  he  was 
not  profperous  in  bufinefs,  and  the 
commiffioners  of  the  parifh,  out  of 
refpeCt  for  his  family  and  connec¬ 
tions,  very  handfomely  appointed 
him  collector  of  the  taxes.  The 
increafe  of  taxation  in  the  paro« 
chial  collection  being  now  very 
enormous,  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
produced  him  between  three  and 
four  hundred  a  year.  The  officers, 
with  confiderable  difficulty,  traced 
him  by  different  conveyances, 
acrofs  the  country  to  Portfmouth, 
Falmouth,  and  Penzance.  At  this 
place,  a  perfon  calling  himfelf  Mr. 
Ward,  refidedfeveraldays,  and  then 
removed  to  Truro,  where  the  offi. 


cers  arrived  on  Tuefday  evening 
fe’nnight.  They  continued  their 
inquiries,  and  learnt  fufficient  in¬ 
formation  to  fatisfy  their  minds 
that  Mr.  Atkinfon  was  there,  un¬ 
der  rhe  afiumed  name  of  Ward, 
and  had  purchafed  the  leafe  of  a 
houfe  and  fome  land,  and  was  re¬ 
ading  in  it  with  Mrs.  Ward  and 
their  four  children.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  they  went  to  the 
mayor,  who  is  an  attorney,  and 
communicated  their  bufinefs.  He 
confirmed  their  fufpicions,  and  fa  id 
he  had  done  fome  bufinefs  for  him  ; 
at  the  fame  time  he  expreffed  his 
aftonifhment  that  he  had  acted 
wrong,  as  he  appeared  to  be  one  of 
the  moft  correCt  and  regular  men  he 
had  ever  had  any  tranfaClions  with. 
The  officers  proceeded  to  his  houfe, 
and  fortunately  met  with  him  at  his 
door,  going  to  walk  in  his  garden  ; 
they  addreffed  him  in  a  familiar 
manner,  and  introduced  his  fa¬ 
vourite  topic,  which  they  had  learnt 
from  the  mayor ;  this  anfwered 
their  purpofe,  and,  as  an  entice¬ 
ment  to  get  him  from  home,  told 
him,  if  he  would  walk  to  the  may¬ 
or’s  houfe,  they  would  fhew  him 
the  documents  ;  this  likewife  fuc¬ 
ceeded.  When  they  got  into  the 
mayor’s  parlour,  they  told  him 
it  was  then  neceffary  to  undeceive 
him,  and  that  he  was  their  prifoner, 
and  explained  to  him  their  com- 
miffion,  &c.  and  that  he  muft  give 
up  all  the  money  he  had  made  off 
with;  which  he  confented  to,  and 
they  returned  to  his  houfe,  when 
he  afked  Mrs.  Ward  for  the  keys, 
and  delivered  to  the  officers  a  large 
pocket  book  containing  bank-notes 
and  bills  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  five  thoufand  pounds.  They  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  with  him  on  Mon¬ 
day  night,  and  he  has  undergone 
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feveral  examinations  before  the 
commiffioners  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Rice,  their  clerk,  in  Dufours-place, 
Broad-fireet.  He  has  remained  in 
cuflody,  hitherto,  of  Pearkes,  the 
officer. 

Some  workmen,  who  were  lately 
employed  in  levelling  the  floor  of 
an  old  houfe  at  the  Cambus,  in 
Clackmannanfhire,  dilcovered  an 
earthen  pitcher, which,  on  breaking, 
they  found  filled  with  filver  coins, 
from  the  fize  of  a  farthing  to  that 
of  a  crown.  Thofe  of  a  latter  fize 
are  foreign  pieces,  chiefly  of  the 
eledors  of  Germany,  dated  in  the 
1 6th  and  17th  centuries.  There 
are  alfb  many  coins  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  which  have  been  much 
worn,  and  fome  of  Charles  II. 
which  are  as  diftinft  in  the  impref- 
iion  as  when  they  came  from  the 
mint.  The  lateft  date  hitherto  ob- 
ferved  upon  them  is  1688.  The 
pitcher  was  about  a  gallon  mea¬ 
sure,  and  was  completely  filled. 
The  workmen,  on  the  difcovery  of 
the  treafure,  immediately  filled 
their  pockets  with  as  much  as  each 
could  fecure  ;  but  legal  efforts  are 
now  making  to  compel  them  to  re¬ 
fund  their  {hares,  in  order  that 
fome  interefting  particulars  may  be 
colle&ed  from  their  invefiigation, 
by  antiquaries. 

1  Brighton . —  The  chafm 

20  °  formed  in  the  Cliff,  be¬ 
tween  the  Crefcent  and  the  New 
Steyne,  has  attra&ed  numberlefs 
vifitants  to  that  quarter,  both  yef- 
terday  and  to-day.  The  place  has 
really  a  ghaitly  and  terrific  appear¬ 
ance,  and  the  owners  of  the  build¬ 
ings  thereabout  are  beginning  to 
be  very  ferioufly  alarmed.  They 
appear  now  to  be  convinced  that 
their  new  groynes  do  not  project 
far  enough  into  the  fea,  though,  at 


the  fame  time,  they  feem  difinclined 
to  fubmit  to  farther  expences  in  ren¬ 
dering  them  more  ufeful,  or  by  the 
timely  erection  of  additional  jetties 
upon  a  larger  fcale,  to  obtain  the 
fecurity  they  defire.  Procraftina- 
tion,  it  has  been  juftly  obferved,  is 
the  thief  of  time,  and  this  thief  now 
menaces  to  rob  the  town  of  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  amount  of  many  thou, 
fands  of  pounds.  The  miraculous  ef- 
cape  which  Meffrs.  Chatfield,  Kir¬ 
by  (not  Chapman,  as  by  miffake 
previoufly  mentioned,)  and  others 
had,  when  the  fall  of  that  part  of 
the  cliff  above  alluded  to,  took, 
place  on  Friday  morning,  is  ftill  the 
current  topic  of  converfation.  The 
gentlemen  in  queftion  were  leaning 
againfl:  the  fence,  the  margin  of  the 
cliff  proj.edled  many  feet  beyond  it, 
when  they  felt  the  ground  fhake  be¬ 
neath  them,  and  immediately  after 
difcovered  a  crack  in  the  road,  tea 
or  twelve  feet  to  the  north  of  them, 
and  which  extended  to  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance  both  to  the  right  and 
left.  They  needed  not  telling  of 
their  danger,  they  favv  it  with  hor¬ 
ror,  and,  at  the  inftant,  happily 
avoided  it.  Scarcely  had  they 
eroded  the  fevered  part  of  the  road, 
than  down  it  fell  with  a  tremendous 
craih,  the  water  and  mud  raifed 
thereby  afeending,  it  is  fuppofed, 
at  leaft  a  hundred  feet  above  their 
heads,  and  with  which  they  were 
nearly  overwhelmed.  Two  dogs 
that  were  fighting  near  the  fpor, 
went  over  the  cliff  and  perifhed. 
There  is,  at  this  time,  a  tremen¬ 
dous  crack  in  the  cliff,  nearly  op- 
pofite  Rock  Buildings.  Thispro- 
je&ment  is  expected  to  fall  every 
hour;  it  is  impoffible  that  it  can 
long  remain.  The  wall  at  the  bafe 
of  the  cliff,  oppofite  the  Royal 
Circus,  thefummitof  which  formed 
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a  kind  of  terrace,  is  completely 
gone,  and  nothing  bot  a  fuificient 
jetty  timely  run  out  there,  can  ul¬ 
timately  preferve  the  houfes  from 
the  mercilefs  encroachments  of  Nep¬ 
tune  a  Not  a  veftige  remains  of  the 
heavy  pump  that  belonged  to  the 
original  baths,  but,  fortunately, 
the  groyne  to  which  it  was  attached, 
remains  fecure,  and  preferves  the 
property  about  that  part.  The 
weather,  yefterday,  moderate!,  or 
the  injuries  fuftained  here  mull  have 
been  greatly  increafed ;  and  to-day, 
though  damp,  the  wind  has  been 
completely  huftied.  Sea  weeds,  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  cover  the 
beach  both  to  the  eaftand  weft  ;  the 
fpeCtacle  the  feene  altogether  pre- 
fents  is  at  once  grand  and  terrible, 
and  it  is  regarded  with  thofe  feel¬ 
ings  of  awe  that  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  todeferibe.  All  the  world  of 
fafhion  at  prefent  here  have  been 
reviewing  the  ruins  from  their  car¬ 
riages  to-day,  and  the  rides,  con- 
fequently,  as  the  various  equipages 
returned,  were  generally  reforted 
to,  and  which  difplayed  very  ani¬ 
mated  appearances. 

Captain  Freemantle  and 
captain  Bay n tun,  who  were 
deputed  to  fee  the  monument  erect¬ 
ed  on  Portfdown  Hill,  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  lord  Nelfon,  properly  ex¬ 
ecuted.,  infpe&ed  it  laft  week,  and 
are  fat  isfied  that  the  wifhes  of  the 
fleet  have  been  complied  with. 
They  have  given  directions  for 
the  following  infeription  to  be  put 
on  it : 

**  Confecrated  to  the  rjiemory  of 
lord  vifeount  Nelfon,  by  the 
zealous  attachment  of  all  thofe 
who  fought  at  Trafalgar,  to 
perpetuate  his  triumph,  and 
their  regret.  1805. 


And  on  the  oppofite  fide  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ; 

“  The  Britifti  fleet  confifted  of 
27  fhips  of  the  line  ;  ol  France 
and  Spain  there  were  33,  19 
of  which  were  taken  or  de¬ 
ft  royed.” 

A  fhort  time  ago,  Mr.  T.  War¬ 
wick,  of  Warwick,  fhot  a  par¬ 
tridge  with  three  ewings:  the  third 
wing  (which  grew  out  of  the  hreafi ) 
was  in  every  refpeft  as  perfect 
as  the  other  two,  but  fomewhat 
Ihorter.  Mr.  Warwick  has  this 
very  remarkable  bird  preferved. 

The  earl  of  Berkeley  had  lately 
the  following  very  perilous  adven¬ 
ture  : — Walking  in  the  deer  park 
with  his  fon,  a  child,  his  lordfhip 
was  attacked  by  an  American  deer, 
whofe  horns  he  immediately  feized 
with  both  arms,  and  kept  faft  hold 
thereof  when  thrown  down  and 
trampled  on  by  the  furious  animal* 
In  this  fttuation,  he  defired  the 
child  not  to  be  afraid,  but  to  take 
from  his  (the  father’s)  pocket,  a 
large  knife,  and  therewith  to  ftab 
the  deer,  and  to  cut  his-  throat,  if 
pofiible.  The  fon,  worthy  of  fuch 
an  intrepid  fire,  obeyed  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  order  ;  but  had  not  ftrength 
enough  to  fever  the  wind-pipe,  and 
completely  cut  the  deer’s  throat. 
He  did,  however,  by  frequent 
ftabs,  cccafion  the  creature  to  lofe 
much  blood,  and  to  run  away. 
Lord  Berkeley  was  quite  exhaufi> 
ed  ;  but,  we  are  happy  to  add,  has 
recovered  from  the  injury  received, 

Mr.  Bell  obtained  a  rule  r  , 
for  a  writ  of  Habeas  2  1 
Corpusy  to  bring  up  the  body  of  a 
young  woman  who  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  magiftrates  of  Aylef- 
bury,  to  the  houfe  of  correCfion  of 
Aylefbury,  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
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months,  The  having  refufed  to  dif- 
cover  the  name  of  the  father  of  her 
baftard  female  child.  It  appeared 
ppon  the  affidavits  in  fupport  of 
the  rule,  that  the  baftard  was  never 
chargeable  on  the  parifti,  the  parties 
having  the  means  of  fupporting  it. 
The  parifti  conftable  repeatedly 
called  upon  her  to  difcover  the 
name  of  the  father,  and  (he  was  at 
laft  brought  before  the  magiftrates, 
but  (he  ftill  perfifted  in  her  refufal. 
She  was  attended  by  two  perfons 
of  opulence,  who  were  ready  to  in¬ 
demnify  the  parifti  from  being 
charged  with  the  baftard,  and  who 
had  a&ually  prepared  the  draft  of 
a  bail  bond  for  that  purpofe.  Not- 
withftanding,  the  magiftrates  made 
out  her  commitment  as  a  vagrant, 
for  twelve  months  imprifonment, 
or  until  (he  (hould  difcover  the 
name  of  the  father  of  the  child. — ^ 
The  court,  conceiving  that  the 
magiftrates  had  no  power  to  make 
fuch  a  provifo,  granted  the  rule. 

An  a&ion  was  tried  to 
29th*  determine  whether  the 
fword-bearer  to  the  lord  mayor 
had  a  right,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  to  demand  from  the  fhe- 
riffs  three  bottles  of  wine  per 
day  during  the  Old  Bailey  feffions. 
It  was  proved  that  fuch  a  cuftom 
had  been  recognized  for  the  laft 
twenty  years,  with  few  or  no  ex¬ 
ceptions. — Mr.  Garrow,  for  the 
defendant  (the  (heriff)  did  not 
deny  that  fuch  a  courtefy  or  cuf¬ 
tom  had  prevailed  ;  but  the  fword- 
bearer,  who  was  the  lord  mayor’s 
officer,  had  no  legal  right  to  en¬ 
force  that  cuftom.  The  fword- 
bearer  had  a  table  found  for  him, 
and,  not  content  with  that,  he 
wiftied  to  fweep  away  three  bottles 
of  wine  per  day  for  home  confump- 
tion.  The  fword.bearer  wq,s  no 


officer  of  the  fheriff’s,  and  his  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  lord  mayor  and 
(heriffs  was  amply  provided  for  in 
the  table  found  him,  and  the  gal¬ 
lery  he  was  permitted  to  let  out  to 
the  public — a  practice  in  his  mind 
extremely  difgraceful,  and  one  he 
hoped  to  fee  difeontinued.  There 
were  no  other  courts  where  the 
public  were  compelled  to  pay  for 
their  admittance. — As  to  the  table 
it  was  furnilhed  with  every  thing 
requifite,  and  he  remembered  a 
ftory  told  of  the  late  fir  William 
Staines  when  (heriff,  that  would 
prove  that  fad.  Sir  William 
Staines  excufed  himfelf  at  the  lord 
mayor’s  table,  and  took  his  feat  at 
the  head  of  the  fword -bearer’s, 
where  he  was  fo  fumptuoufly  en¬ 
tertained  with  cuftards,  jellies, 
blancmange,  and  turtle,  that  he 
yefolved  to  put  the  table  oeconomy 
under  reftraint,  and  ordered  that 
nothing  but  good  roaft  and  boiled 
(hould  be  ferved  up  in  future,  ob~ 
ferving,  that  he  had  a  numerous 
family,  (the  prifoners  in  the  refped- 
ive  gaols)  and  they  would  be  be¬ 
nefited  by  the  remains  of  good  fir- 
loins  and  rounds  of  beef.  They 
preferred  the  fubftantial  to  the  de¬ 
corative.  The  jury,  under  the 
direction  of  lord  Ellenhorough, 
found  a  verdift  for  the  defendant. 

Died. — At  Birmingham,  Mr* 
John  Ireland,  author  of  “  Iliuftra- 
tions  of  Hogarth,”  and  other 
works. 


DECEMBER. 

A  perfon  being  lately  engag-  ^ 
cd  in  digging  near  theentrench- 
ment  which  furrounds  the  caftle  of 
Bourn,  Lincolnftiire,  difeovered  a 
fmall  urn,  containing  upwards  of  60 
Roman  coins.  One  of  them  is  an 

aureus 
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aureus  of  Nero,  the  others  are 
denarii  and  feftertii  of  Conftantine, 
Auguftus,  and  Maximian. 

_  .  Edinburgh. — On  Tuefday 

tle  laft,  the  court  of  Seffion  de¬ 
termined  a  cafe  of  a  very  intereft- 
ing  nature.  Mr.  Donald  McAr¬ 
thur,  the  pallor  of  a  dilfenting 
congregation  at  Port  Bannatyne, 
in  the  ifland  of  Bute,  brought  an 
aftion  againft  John  Campbell,  efq. 
of  Southall,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  latter  gentleman,  on  the  20th 
of  O&ober,  1805,  while  Mr. 
Me Arthur  was  celebrating  divine 
fervice  in  the  rnidft  of  his  congre¬ 
gation,  had  violently  feized  upon 
his  perfon,  forced  him  on  board  a 
veffel  bound  for  Greenock,  and 
having  landed  him  a  few  miles 
from  that  place,  had,  after  confin¬ 
ing  him  in  a  fmall  inn  during  the 
night,  marched  him  along  the  road 
as  a  common  felon,  and  delivered 
him  to  captain  Tatham,  the  regu¬ 
lating  officer  for  that  quarter,  as 
a  fit  perfon  to  ferve  in  his  majefty’s 
navy.  That  officer  accordingly 
(as  the  purfuer  further  Hated) 
sent  him  immediately  on  board  the 
Tourterelle  frigate,  which  lpeedily 
conveyed  him  out  of  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  Scottilh  courts.  After  being 
detained  for  five  weeks  on  board 
different  fhips  of  war,  and  fufFer- 
ing,  as  he  alleged,  every  fpecies 
of  indignity  and  hardfhip,  Mr. 

Arthur  was  difcharged  by  ex- 
prefs  order  of  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  furnifhed  with  a  cer¬ 
tificate,  that  he  was  never  again  to 
be  imprefted  into  his  majefty’s 
fervice.  The  fummons  concluded 
againft  Mr.  Campbell  for  2000I. 
damages,  with  expences. 

Mr.  Campbell,  in  his  pleadings 
before  the  lord  ordinary,  denied 
feveral  of  the  moft  aggravating  cir- 


cumftances  of  the  cafe.  In  parti¬ 
cular,  he  alleged  that  the  purfuer 
was  in  the  pra&ice  of  preaching 
immoral  and  feditious  do&rines, 
that  he  was  a  fit  objeft  of  the  im- 
prefs,  having  been  formerly  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  herring  filhery,  and 
being  confequently  a  feafarmg 
man,  and  that,  under  thefe  circum- 
ft  ances,  adling  bona  fide  as  a  juf- 
tice  of  peace,  he  conceived  him- 

felf  fullv  entitled  to  deliver  him  to 
✓ 

captain  Tatham.  The  lord  ordi¬ 
nary  (lord  Meadowbank)  pro¬ 
nounced  an  interlocutor  of  confi- 
derable  length,  finding,  for  the 
reafons  therein  ftated,  the  whole 
proceedings  fcandalous  and  unjufti- 
fiable  ;  repelling  the  defences,  whe¬ 
ther  founded  on  the  purfuer’s  ha¬ 
ving  once  been  a  feafaring  man,  or 
on  the  religious  doftrines  he  is  faid 
to  have  taught,  or  on  the  feditious 
fpeeches  which  it  is  ftated  that  it 
was  rumoured  he  uttered  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther  finding  the  purfuer  entitled  to 
105I.  fterling,  as  a  folatium  for  the 
wrong  he  fuffered  ;  together  with 
the  indemnification  of  the  expen- 
ces  incurred  by  him,  perfonally  or 
otherwife,  in  obtaining  his  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  expences  of  procefs. 

Mr.  Campbell  prefented  a  peti¬ 
tion  againft  this  judgment  to  the 
whole  court,  to  which  anfwers 
were  given  by  Mr.  M‘ Arthur,  and 
thecaufe  was  upon  thefe  pleadings 
advifed  on  Tuefday  by  the  judges 
of  the  fecond  divifion,  who  deli¬ 
vered  their  opinions  on  the  point. 
The  fen  fence  of  the  lord  ordinary 
was  affirmed  with  expences. 

The  King  v.  Alexander  David  fan. 

• — This  was  an  information  filed 
by  the  attorney -general  againft  the 
defendant,  charging  him  with 
fraud,  in  hischarafter  of  agent  to 
the  barrack-mafter-general,  in.fur- 
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nifhing  fupplies  for  that  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  public  fervice.  The 
information,  in  fpecifying  the  pre- 
cife  nature  of  the  fraud,  fets  forth, 
that  the  defendant,  by  an  agree¬ 
ment  entered  into  with  general 
Delaney,  in  the  year  1795,  ftipu- 
lated  to  purchafe  ftores  for  the 
barrack  department,  and  to  fee 
them  packed  and  forwarded  to  their 
place  of  deftination  ;  he  being  al¬ 
lowed  for  his  agency  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  upon  the  charges 
and  expences  fo  incurred  ;  that  he 
continued  to  aft  in  the  character  of 
agent,  confident  with  the  terms 
ftipulated  in  the  agreement,  till  the 
year  1798,  when,  inftead  of  pur- 
chafing  the  fupplies  from  the  mer¬ 
chants,  as  he  had  been  accuftomed 
to  do,  he  fernilhed  them  from  his 
own  ftores,  a  {fuming  to  himfelf  the 
double  character  of  feller  as  well 
as  buyer  ;  and  having  caufed  fic¬ 
titious  bills  of  parcels  to  be  made 
out  in  the  names  of  two  of  his 
clerks  (Watfon  and  Allen),  and 
taken  from  them  receipts,  as  if  they 
had  been  dealt  with  on  their  own 
account.  Thefe  accounts  were  re¬ 
turned  to  the  barrack  office,  and 
the  commiffion  charged  and  allowed 
upon  the  tranfa&ions,  the  fame  as 
if  the  defendant  had  actually  been 
the  purchafer  on  the  part  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  not  the  feller.  By 
thefe  fabricated  bills  and  receipts, 
the  barrack-mailer. general  wasde.. 

v_> 

ceived,  and  the  government  de¬ 
frauded,  and  the  defendant  obtained 
a  commiffion  which  he  was  not  en¬ 
titled  to  under  his  agreement,  in 
addition  to  his  profits  on  the  fup¬ 
plies  furnifhed. 

The  attorney-general  having 
dated  the  cafe,  brought  evidence 
to  prove  the  fame  ;  and  it  appeared, 
that  the  contract  was  fairly  abided 


by,  from  1797  to  1798,  but  that 
the  fraud  dated  in  the  information 
was  carried  on  from  1798  until 
1802,  when  the  practice  was  dis¬ 
continued,  in  confequence  of  fome 
inveftigation  into  the  accounts  of 
the  barrack  department,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  brought  to  light  by  the 
military  commiffion  inftituted  by 
the  houfe  of  commons.  The  par¬ 
ticular  inftance  of  fraud  imputed, 
amounted  to  about  iyool.  being 
the  commiffion  charged  on  17,000!. 

#Mr.  Dallas,  for  the  defendant, 
faid,  that  fuch  a  fum  could  not  be 
an  inducement  to  a  man  in  fuch  an 
extenfive  buftnefs,  and  high  line  in 
fociety,  to  forfeit  all  that  could 
be  dear  to  him,  and  that  he  was 
employed  by  general  Delaney, 
without  any  previous  acquaintance, 
but  entirely  from  his  knowledge 
in  bufinefs,  and  great  mercantile 
concerns.  —  Mr.  Dallas  faid,  he 
would  admit,  by  that  agreement, 
he  was  employed  merely  as  an 
agent,  at  a  ftipuiated  commiffion  ; 
and  that  he  was  bound  to  deliver 
in  bills  of  parcels  from  the  parties 
he  dealt  with,  as  vouchers  for  the 
purchafes  he  made  on  the  barrack 
accounts  ;  and  he  would  a  Ik,  if  it 
was  likely,  after  four  years  of  ho- 
nourable conduct, diligent  and  faith¬ 
ful  in  the  difeharge  of  his  duty,  and' 
accurate  and  pundual  in  his  ac¬ 
counts,  he  fhould  ail  at  once  de¬ 


viate  from  that  line  of  propriety, 
and  be  guilty  of  a  fraudulent  breach 
in  the  execution  of  his  contract  ?— , 
The  defence,  however,  on  which  he 
refted  was,  that  between  the  years 
1797  and  1798,  general  Delaney 
found  conftderable  difficulty  to  ob¬ 
tain  fupplies  from  the  merchants, 
and  knowing,  that,  by  the  fir  ft 
agreement,  Mr.  Davidfon  was  pro¬ 
hibited  from  furaifhing  fupplies 

from 
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from  his  own  (lores,  entered  into  a 
frefh  agreement  with  him,  and  to 
benefit  the  public  fervice,  agreed 
that  that  dipulation  Ihould  be 
done  away,  and  that  he  Ihould  be 
allowed  to  furnilh  the  (applies  him. 
felf.  The  circumftance  of  the  de¬ 
fendant's  bills  being  made  out  in 
the  name  of  his  two  clerks,  in  this 


cafe,  evinced  no  fraud,  but  was 
done  merely  for  the  fafety  of  for. 
mality,  as  it  would  have  been  ir¬ 
regular  for  the  fame  perfon  to  ap. 
pear  both  as  buyer  and  feller  in  the 
fame  document.  The  commiffion 
was  charged  inadvertently,  and 
when  the  defendant  difcovered  the 
error,  he  had  endeavoured  to  get 
back  the  accounts  from  the  office, 
to  correct  them,  but  it  was  too 
late,  the  accounts  having  been 
pa  (Ted  * 

General  Delaney  was  then  called, 
who  admitted  that  he  agreed  to 
the  defendant's  furnilhing  the  fup. 
plies  from  his  own  (lores,  but  not 
to  his  charging  commiffion  upon 
them.  Had  he  done  fo,  he  ffiould 
have  confidered  himfelf  as  guilty  of 
a  flagrant  breach  of  his  duty  to  the 
public.  He  never  knew  the  com- 
miffion  was  charged,  though  he 
had  no  doubt  Mr.  Davidfon  might 


have  laid  the  cafe  on  that  head  be¬ 
fore  the  barrack  board,  that  would 
have  called  for  his  confideration. 

Lord  Moira,  fir  Evan  Nepean, 
fir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  fir 
William  Rule,  the  horn  Wellefley 
Foie,  and  Meffrs.  Lee,  Hunter, 
Cowley,  Smart,  Davidfon,  Jor- 
daine,  Black,  Gilpin,  Long,  and 
Hulkiflon,  were  then  examined  as 
to  character,  and  all  deferibed  the 
defendant  as  a  man  of  drift  pro. 
hity  and  honour,  and  that  they  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  incapable  of  com¬ 
mitting  a  deliberate  fraud. 


The  attorney-general  marie  an 
able  reply,  infilling  that  the  de¬ 
fence  had  contributed  to  fubftan- 
tiate  the  fraud.  The  inaccuracies 
the  defendant  wifhed  to  correft, 
were  not  relative  to  the  commif¬ 
fion,  they  refpefted  other  errors  in 
his  accounts. 

Lord  Ellenborough  fummed  up 
with  great  accuracy  and  precifion  5 
he  obferved  with  firong  emphafis 
upon  the  fabricating  of  the  bills  of 
parcels  and  the  receipts,  and  faid  it 
feldom  happened  that  deceit  was 
neceflary  to  produce  an  honourable 
or  honed  purpofe. 

The  jury,  after  confulting  for 
fo  me  time,  found  the  defendant — - 
Guilty. 

Subscription  to  ajftjl  the  Spa¬ 
niards.— -A  numerous  and  ref- 
peftable  meeting  of  the  merchants 
and  traders  of  London,  was  on 
Friday  held  at  the  City  of  London 
tavern,  for  the  purpofe  of  inditut- 
ing  a  fubfeription  in  aid  of  the  pa¬ 
triotic  armies  in  Spain. 

The  lord  mayor  was  called  to  the 
chair;  who,  on  taking  it,  obferved, 
that  the  caufe  for  which  they  had 
met  together,  was  of  fo  glorious 
and  meritorious  a  nature,  and  fpoke 
fo  powerfully  itfelf  to  the  hearts 
of  all  prefent,  that  little  or  no¬ 
thing  was  left  for  him  to  fay,  fur¬ 
ther  than  to  exprefs  the  pride  he 
felt  in  prefiding  over  fo  highly 
jefpeftable  a  meeting,  and  the  in- 
tered  which,  he  was  perfuaded, 
every  true  Englilhman  took  in  its 
fuccefs. 

This  motion  having  been  le. 
conded,  Mr.  Rowcroft  thought  it 
neceflary  to  inform  the  meeting  of 
fome  circumftances  which  had  oc¬ 
curred  relative  to  it.  Thofe  who 
had  propofed  to  call  it,  had,  in  the 
firfl  place,  confidered  the  popular 
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feeling  winch  prevails  fo  flrongly 
in  favour  of  Spain,  and  which 
would,  he  trufted,  be  made  mani- 
fed  by  the  meafure  which  was  now 
recommended.  They  had  alfo  as¬ 
certained  that  government  would 
fee  with  pleafure  fuch  a  manifeda- 
tion  of  the  public  mind  refpedhing 
the  Spanifh  caufe,  and  that  fuch  a 
meafure  would  be  very  plealing  to 
the  Spanifh  deputy  in  this  country, 
admiral  Apodaca,  who  would  thank¬ 
fully  receive,  and  fpeedily  tranfmit 
to  his  own  country,  whatever  fums 
fhould  be  fubfcribed  for  its  ufe. 
Due  notice  was  then  gicen  of  the 
meeting,  which  had  drawn  the  at. 
tention  of r  miniders,  who  were 
anxious  that  every  appearance 
fhould  be  avoided  which  would 
feem  like  a  reflexion  call  upon 
them,  for  omitting  any  exertion 
that  it  was  in  their  power  to  make 
in  aid  of  the  Spanifh  caufe.  This 
feeling  had  induced  Mr.  Perceval, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor 
(which  had  been  received  only  a 
few  hours),  explanatory  of  the  aids 
which  government  had  already  fur- 
nifhed,  or  were  now  furnifhing. 
He  then  read  the  letter,  which 
was  to  the  following  effect : 

((  Mr  Lord  - Underdanding 
that  a  meeting  is  to  be  convened 
under  the  fanftion  of  your  lord- 
feip,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting 
a  fubfeription  for  the  purchafe  of 
fhoes,  clothes,  and  other  neceffa- 
ries  for  the  Spanifh  army,  1  feel  it 
neceffary  to  furnife  you  with  the 
fulled  information  of  what  has 
been  already  done,  and  what  is 
now  doing  by  government  for  thofe 
obje&s.  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  fo 
far  mifunderdood,  as  to  be  fup- 
pofed  defirous  of  repreffing  any 
proof  which  the  city  of  London 


may  be  difpofed  to  give,  of  that 
fentiment  which  is  felt  fo  generally 
in  this  country ;  but  I  feel  appre¬ 
hend  ve,  that  unlefs  great  caution 
be  ufed,  feme  injury  might  be  done 
to  that  caufe  which  it  is  the  object 
o i  this  meeting  to  promote.  I  there¬ 
fore  think  it  neceffary  to  inform 
you,  that  as  to  the  purchafe  of  feoes, 
which  is  dated  as  the  drd  object  of 
the  fubfeription,  government  have 
taken  every  means  of  procuring  an 
abundant  fupply.  From  the  orders 
they  had  given,  not  only  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  in  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
they  expert  to  be  furnifeed  with 
40  or  50,000  pair  a  month  for 
Britifh  and  Spanifh  armies.  If  the 
zeal  of  individuals  were  to  go  far¬ 
ther,  there  would  be  a  great  dan¬ 
ger  that  it  would  create  a  compe¬ 
tition,  which  would  raife  the  price* 
and  be  other  wife  injurious.  The 
fame  obfervation  would  alfo  apply 
to  a  fubfeription  for  the  purpofe  of 
buying  uniforms  or  clothing.  With 
regard  to  arms,  ammunition,  and 
field  equipage,  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  make  any  remark,  as  I  un- 
derdand  that  fuch  articles  are  not 
within  the  contemplation  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  about  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fubfeription  in  view.  The 
money,  however,  which,  may  be 
fubfcribed  might  be  applied  to  the 
purchafe  of  other  articles,  which 
could  not  interfere  with  thofe  on 
which  government  are  occupied,  ' 
and  which  would  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  inanifeding  unequivocally 
to  Spain,  that  befides  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country,  die  has  with 
her  the  drong  wife  and  general 
feeling  of  the  people. " 

A  committee  was  appointed; 
and  feveral  lids  of  fublcriptions 
were  read  by  different  members  of 
the  committee. 

The 
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The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
voted  to  the  lord  mayor. 

Scotch  La<zu. — Court  of  Sejjion 
About  four  years  ago*  the  (beep 
pafturing  on  the  grounds  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  were  much  infefted  by  dogs 
in  the  night  time,  and  on  many  oc- 
cafions  great  numbers  of  them  were 
worried  and  deftroyed.  No  dif- 
covery  could  be  obtained  of  thefe 
nightly  depredators  ;  and  as  the 
irbfchief  ft  ill  continued,  the  proco- 
rator  fifcal  of  the  county,  at  the 
inftance  of  fome  of  the  proprietors, 
offered  rewards,  firft  of  25  guineas, 
and  afterwards  of  50  guineas,  to 
any  perfon  who  fhould  be  the 
means  of  (<  obtaining  a  difcovery 
in  the  premifes/*  which  rewards 
were  offesed  by  advertifements, 
publifhed  repeatedly  for  many 
months  in  the  Edinburgh  papers, 
and  were  to  be  paid  by  the  procu¬ 
rator  fifcal  on  convidtion. 

It  happened  that  a  poor  waftier- 
woman  at  Stockbridge,  who  had 
been  fitting  up  all  night,  paying 
the  laic  duties  of  humanity  to  one 
of  her  fellow-creatures,  going  to 
the  door  of  her  houfe  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  17th  of  April, 
1803,  difcovered  a  dog  worrying 
fheep  in  a  field  belonging  to  a  gen- * 
tleman  at  Stockbridge.  The  de- 
ftrudKve  animal  had  already  killed 
fix  fheep,  apd  was  chafing  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  flock,  when  the 
poor  woman,  whofe  name  is  Char¬ 
lotte  Wilfon,  frightened  him  away. 
The  dog  was  traced  to  his  houfe  : 
the  owner  of  the  dog  was  cited  be¬ 
fore  the  (lieriff  of  the  county,  and 
the  dog  being  fully  convicted  of  the 
offence,  was  executed . 

It  was  fome  months  before  the 
final  fentence  was  pronounced  upon 
the  dog,  owing  to  a  litigation  which 


the  mailer  of  it  maintained  with 
the  gentleman  whofe  fheep  had 
been  worried ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
convidlion  took  place,  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
fon  applied  to  the  procurator  fifcal 
for  the  promifed  reward,  which  was 
refufed,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that 
the  information  given  by  her  was 
not  in  the  terms  of  the  advertife- 
ment.  She  applied  by  petition  to 
thefheriffof  the  county,  who  found 
her  entitled  to  the  reward  of  fifty 
guineas.  The  procurator  fifcal 
brought  the  flieriff’s  judgment  un¬ 
der  review  of  the  fupreme  court, 
where  the  litigation  has  been  main¬ 
tained  for  upwards  of  three  years ; 
and  at  laid,  the  conteft  was  fin’fhed 
by  two  confecutive  judgments  of 
the  whole  lords,  ordaining  the  pro. 
curator  fifcal  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
fon  the  reward  of  50  guineas  ;  and 
he  was  alfo  found  liable  in  all  ex¬ 
pence  3  of  fuit. 

About  eight  o’clock,  as  , 
Mr.  Wm.  White,  a  ref-  1  Itn* 
pedlable  farmer  of  Hoo,  near 
Upnor,  in  Kent,  was  fitting  in  his 
parlour  reading,  a  (hot  was  fired 
through  the  window,  which  in- 
ftantly  killed  him.  The  alarm 
was  given,  immediate  fearch  was 
made  after  the  perpetrator,  but 
without  effect.  A  gun,  recently 
difcharged,  was  found  in  a  ditch, 
about  forty  roods  from  the  houfe, 
near  the  Medway  ;  from  which 
it  is  prefumed  the  villain  efcaped 
by  water.  The  deceafed  was  a 
widower,  and  bore  an  excellent 
cha rafter  :  he  has  left  a  family  of 
eleven  children  to  lament  his  lofs^ 
The  moft  deliberate  aim  mull  have 
been  taken  by  the  perpetrator,  as 
he  had  placed  a  hurdle  before  the 
window  to  reft  the  gun  on.  The 
elder  branches  of  the  family  were 
fitting  near  the  unfortunate  man, 

and 
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and  his  eldeft  daughter  had  juft 
riferi  to  reach  fomething  from  an 
adjoining  cupboard  when  the  fhot 
was  fired,  which  entered  the  back 
part  of  his  head,  and  came  out 
under  his  right  eye.  The  gun  is 
Un  old  mufket  barrel  faftened  to 
the  flock  by  a  nail  in  the  breach, 
hammered  down  double  in  the 
wood  ;  the  lock  will  not  Hand  at 
whole  cock,  but  was  faftened  back 
by  a  piece  of  twine,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  cut  at  the  time 
of  firing,  as  it  appeared  in  that 
ftate  when  found* 

,  A  difturbance  took  place 
in  Edward-ftreet,  Belfaft, 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  one  man 
was  fhot  through  the  head,  and 
another  feverely  wounded.  A  co¬ 
roner’s  inqueft  was  held  on  the 
body,  when  it  appeared  that  the 
houfe,  which  was  of  ill-repute, 
was  kept  by  one  Margaret  Ruik, 
between  whom  and  fome  vifttors 
a  quafrel  having  happened,  fhe  de¬ 
filed  one  Foley,  a  foldier,  to  follow 
and  fire  on  them.  Rulk  and  Foley 
were  both  committed  for  trial. 

A  motion  was  made  laft  week 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Dublin, 
for  an  attachment  againft  an  at¬ 
torney,  who  had  publifhcd  in  the 
newfpapers  the  proceedings  of  that 
court  in  reverflng  a  former  de¬ 
cree  ;  but  the  application  was  re* 
fufed  by  lord  Manners,  who  pa¬ 
triotically  obferved,  that  he  wifhed 
every  decree  he  had  made,  or 
fhould  make,  was  in  every  newf- 
paper  in  the  kingdom,  as  the  pub¬ 
licity  given  to  law  proceedings 
not  only  prevented  unjuft  fentences, 
but  alfo  anfwered  many  other  falu- 
tary  purpofes. 

i  fid  Plymouth,  — >  Yeftcrday, 

*  the  Parthian,  i8,capt.Bal- 
derfton,  was  ordered  to  Corunna 
Vol.  F*.  or  Vql,  VIII,  New  S 


with  difpatches,  and  while  talk-, 
ing  to  the  purfer  on  the  quarter-- 
deck,  one  of  the  roafter’s  mates  came 
behind  him,  and  fhot  him  with  a 
piftol  between  the  fhouMers  through 
the  fpinal  marrow.  Capt.  B.  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  Oh,  Lord !  1  am 
killed/"  fell  on  the  deck,  and  ex¬ 
pired  inftantly.  The  villain  was 
inftantly  fecured  in  irons  by  the 
flip's  company,  who  were  with 
difficulty  refrained  from  tearing 
him  to  pieces,  fo  much  was  capt* 
B.  beloved  by  his  (hip’s  company. 
This  morning,  the  body  of  capt. 
B.  was  placed  in  a  (hell,  and 
brought  afhore  to  the  Royal  Hof* 
pital  for  the  purpofe  of  a  coroner’s 
inqueft.  Minute-guns  were  fired 
from  the  Parthian  while  the  boat 
was  carrying  the  body  on  fhore* 
She  failed  dire&ly  for  her  ftation. 
Capt.  B.  was  about  22  years  of 
age,  a  gentlemanly  and  good  offi¬ 
cer,  and  is  much  lamented.  The 
murderer  was  found  guilty,  andex* 
ecuted  on  the  25th. 

A  melancholy  event  occurred  on 
Thurfday  at  Pimlico,  accompanied 
with  very  extraordinary  circum- 
fta  nces.  Mr.  Man,  a  hair-drefier, 
who  refided  in  Ranelagh  ftreet, 
had,  in  confequence  of  a  domeftic 
misfortune,  fuffered  mental  de¬ 
rangement";  but  being  by  medical 
aid  recovered,  he  fome  time  fines 
refumed  his  occupation.  That 
morning  he  attended,  as  ufual,  to 
drefs  and  (have  feveral  gentlemen 
in  his  neighbourhood,  by  whom 
he  was  much  efteemed.  He  had 
in  ail  dreffed  and  fhaved  nine  of 
his  cuftomers,  the  laft  of  whom 
was  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Drury -lane 
theatre.  Immediately  upon  his 
leaving  Mr.  Palmer,  he  returned 
home,  without  attending  to  any  of 
his  other  employers,  and  cut  his 
£&isse  •  K  throat 
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throat  with  orie  of  his  razors.  The 
wound  was  fo  deep  and  extenfive, 
that  he  died  in  a  few  moments. 
The  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had 
been,  all  obferved  fomething  very 
lingular  in  his  conduct,  and  there 
is*  no  doubt  that,  during  the  whole 
of  . the  morning,  he  was  labouring 
under  the  terrible  malady  which 
induced  him  to  put  a  period  to  his 
exiftence.  Each  of  the  nine  has 
reafon,  therefore,  to  be  thankful 
that  the  fatal  razor  was  not  applied 
to  his  neck  before  the  unfortunate 
maniac  raifed  it  againft  his  own. 

,  A  horrid  murder  was 

committed  this  night  by 
one  Taylor,  the  fon  of  Mrs.  Roy, 
who  keeps  the  Bell  public  houfe,  in 
Stall-ftreet,  Bath.  Having  a  dif- 
pute  while  gambling  with  two 
mail  coachmen,  he  ran  up  flairs, 
fetched  piffols,  and  Ihot  John 
Dyer  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  the 
other,  W.  Guyon,  was  (hot 

through  the  jaws/  and  lies  hope- 
lefs  of  recovery.  The  wretch  is 
in  cuftody. 

A  few  days  fmce,  the  following 
(hocking  cMumflance  occurred  in 
Sandgate,  inNewcaftle: — A  young 
woman,  Deeping  with  an  infant 
child,  awoke  early  in  the  morning, 
and  miffed  the  child  out  of  the  bed. 
On  fearching  the  room,  (he  found 
thaj  it  had  fallen  from  the  bed  into 
a  tub  of  water,  which  had  been  left 
near  it,  and  was  drowneT  The 
fh ricks  of  the  young  womr1,  on 
difeovering  this  melancholy  event, 
alarmed  thd  neighbours,  who,  in- 
Head  of  endeavouring  to  quiet  her 
perturbed  mind,  began  to  charge 
her  with  careleffnefs,  &c.  This, 
added  to  the  anticipated  reflections 
of  the  mother,  who  was  then  at 
Shields,  operated  fo  ftrongly  on  the 
young  woman's  feelings,  that  ike 


ruffled  out  of  the  houfe,  and  in  3 
fit  of  phrenzy,  precipitated  her- 
felf  into  the  river,  where  (he  was 
drowned  before  any  afliffance 
could  be  afforded. 

A  woman  of  the  name  of 
Ward,  in  Princes-ftreet, 
Lambeth,  was  three  weeks  ago 
feized  with  a  lethargy,  of  fo  de¬ 
cided  a  character,  that  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  roufe  her  proved  inef¬ 
fectual  :  for  fixteen  days  fhe  re¬ 
mained  in  a  ftate  of  total  infen- 
fibility,  and  without  any  food 
whatever ;  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  her  eyes  were  open,  but 
they  were  not  affeCted  by  objects 
oaffed  before  them,  and  fhe  died 
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in  flight  convulfions. 

Droits  of  the  Crown  and  Admiralty » 

It  appears  that  the  whole  of  the 
money  paid  into  the  regiftry  of  the 
high  court  of  admiralty  from  the 
year  1794,  to  March  1808, 
amounts  to 

As  droits  of  the  admi-  £•  d. 

ralty  -  -  475,325  u  I G 

As  droits  of  the  crown  1,588,484  10  2 

A  mixed  account  of both, 
out  of  which  nothing 
has  been  paid  to  cap- 
tors  -  -  1,051,094  19  2 

Making  the  fum  total 
of  all  the  money  paid 
amount  to  -  3.114,905  I  2 

Sum  total  of  all  the 
money  drawn  by  the 
royal  warrant  and 
otherwife  -  2,539,837  K)  7 

And  the  balance  now 
remaining,  is,  as 
above  Rated,  fome¬ 
thing  more  than  half 
a  million,  viz.  -  575,067  i  7 

The  Lhinifli  prizes  are  notinCiuded  in  this 
return. 

Return  of  the  regular  army  on 
the  iff  July  1807,  an^  Febru¬ 
ary  1 808 


Number 
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dumber  of  battalions  278  277 

EfFe&ive  rank  and  file  182,876  204,815 
Average  ftrength  of 

each  battalion  -  658  740 

Artillery  -  -  24,017  24,781 

Return  of  volunteers,  up  to  the 
l  ft  December  laft. 

Cavalry  -  25,023 

Infantry  -  261,821 

Artillery  -  9*825 

Total  296,669 

Effe&ive  militia  on  the 

ift  Feb.  1808.  77*1^4 

Amount  of  bank  of  England 
notes  of  five  pounds  each,  and  up¬ 
wards,  including  bank  poll  bills 
payable  feven  days  after  fight : 

1807.  May  ift  -  £.  13,413,700 

Auguft  ift  -  13*525,740 

Nov.  ill  -  12,726,520 

1808.  Feb.  ift  -  J3*557>59° 

Amount  of  bank  notes  of  two 

pounds  and  one  pound  each. 

1807.  May  ift  -  c£.  4,122,700 

Auguft  ift  -  4,222,660 

Nov.  ift  -  4,203,080 

1808.  Feb.  ift  -  4,215,510 

Died. — 5th.  W.  Hawes,  M.D; 

an  eminent  and  benevolent  phy- 
fician,  and  founder  of  the  Humane 
Society. 

8th.  In  the  Workhoufe  at 
Hull,  aged  103,  Alice  Potts. 

23rd.  At  Cradiie,  aged  100, 
Mary  Oakley. 

24th.  At  Mitcham,  aged  104, 
Thomas  Glee. 

30th*  Near  Rotheram,  aged 
1 01,  Mrs.  Addy. 

At  Bengeworth,  aged  10  r, 
Mrs.  Clarke.  Her  lifter  died,  in 
her  99th  year,  a  few  months  ago. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1808. 

Jan.  2.  Lady  G.  Stewart,  a  fon. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 

Pigot,  bart.  a  fon. 

5.  The  Lady  of  the  Right 
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Hon.  Robert  Dundas, 
a  daughter, 
jan.  9.  Lady  Elizabeth  Norman, 
a  fen. 

18.  Lady  Charles  Fitzroy,  a 
daughter. 

20.  The  Countefs  of  Aboyne, 

a  fon. 

21.  The  Lady  of  Sir.  W.  Pole, 

bart.  a  fon  and  heir. 
Feb.  1.  Lady  Molley,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

4.  Countefs  Moira,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

6.  Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzroy,  a  fon® 
12.  Lady  Stanley,  a  fon. 

1 6.  Lady  Blacket,  a  fon. 

23,  Vifcountefs  Morpeth,  a 
fon. 

28.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Hope,  a  fon. 

March  1.  Lady  Bagot,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

3.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

George  Villiers,  a 
fon. 

6.  Lady  Smith,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

8.  Lady  jemima  Jo’nnfton 
Hope,  a  fon. 

28.  The  Countefs  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  a  daughter. 
April  2.  Lady  Sinclair,  a  fon. 

4,  Countefs  of  Jerfey,  a 

fon  and  heir. 

12.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Montgomerie  Stew- 
•  u-  art,  a  fon. 

17.  Countefs  Talbot,  a 
daughter, 

25.  Lady  Stanley,  a  fon. 
The  Lady  of  William 
Cavendifh,  efq.  M.P. 
a  fon  and  heir. 

May  18.  Countefs  Grey,  a  fon. 
20.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Walter  Yeo,  a 
fon. 
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May  2i 6  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Richard  Ryder,  a 
fon. 

June  3.  In  Hertford-ftreet,  May- 
fair,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Rous,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

In  Montague  -  ftreet, 
Ruilel  -  fquare,  the 
Lady  of  Sir  Henry 
Fitzherbert,  bart.  of 
a  fon  and  heir. 

The  Countefs  of  Abing¬ 
don,  a  fon. 

?,S.  The  Lady  of  Lord 
William  Beauclerc, 
a  fon. 

July  3.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Fre¬ 
deric  Eden,  a  fon. 

4.  The  Countefs  of  Caith. 
nefs,  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Lambert,  a  fon. 

21.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  F.  Powys, 
a  fon. 

31.  Vifcountefs  Mariham,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

Aug.  6.  The  Duchefs  of  New- 
caftle,  a  fon. 

jo*  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Colonel  King,  a  fon. 

20.  Vifcountefs  Anfon,  two 
fons. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Meade  Wilmor, 
a  fon. 

•ii.  The  Countefs  of  Briftol, 
a  fon. 

24.  Lady  Petre,  a  daughter. 

25.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Fran¬ 

cis  Spencer,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

28.  The  Lady  of  H.  Thorn¬ 
ton,  efq.  M.  P.  a 
daughter. 

Sept,  1.  The  Lady  of  Colonel 
Anfon,  M.  P.  a  fon. 


2.  Lady  Kenyon,  a  daugh* 
ter. 

11.  Lady  Henry  Stuart,  a  fon, 
25.  Lady  William  LevifoR 
Gower,  a  daughter. 
OH.  4.  Lady  Kinnaird,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

5.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Ho 
Lulhing ton,  a  Ion,. 

9.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 
E.  Stewart,  a  fon, 

22.  Vifcountefs  Kinchin- 

broke,  a  daughter. 

23.  Duchefs  of  Bedford,  a 

fon. 

31.  Vifcountefs  Duncan,  a 
a  daughter. 

Nov.  9.  Countefs  of  Banbury,  a 
daughter. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wil® 

liam  Johnfton,  bart. 
a  daughter. 

24.  The  Lady  of  Benjamin 

Hobhoufe,  efq.  M.P. 
a  daughter. 

28.  Vifcountefs  Pollington, 
a  daughter. 

Dec.  7.  Lady  Mulgrave,  a  fon. 
12.  The  Lady  of  Sir  HeHor 
M‘Kenzie,  bart.  a  fon, 

25. -  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 

Lake,  bart.  a  fon. 

17.  Lady  Strong,  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Anne  Alhley 

Cowper,  a  fon. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs,  Winn^ 

a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  r8o8. 

Jan.  6.  The  Emperor  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  to  the  Princefs 
Maria  Beatrix. 

9.  A.  R.  Sutherland,  efq. 

M.  P.  to  Mifs  Mills. 
10,  By  fpecial  licenfe,  the 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lord 
Keith,  to  Mifs  Thrale, 
eldeft:  daughter  of  the 
late  Henry  T.  efq. 

Jan.  io.  George  Shee,  efq.  elded: 

foo  of  Sir  Georoe 

D 

Shee,  hart,  to  Jane, 
the  eldeft  daughter  of 
Will  iam  Young,  efq. 
cf  Harley-ftreet,  Ca- 
vendifh-fquare. 

Feb.  2.  William  Sturges  Bourne, 
efq.  M.  P.  to  Mifs 
Anne  Bowles. 

13.  Charles  Cockeril,  efq. 
to  the  Hon,  Harriet 
Rufhout. 

March  30.  Lord  Henry  Petty,  to 
Lady  Sufan  Strange¬ 
way  s. 

April  6.  Admiral  Edw.  CPBrien, 
to  Mrs.  Bradby. 

7.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ack- 
land  to  Mifs  Hoare. 

10.  General  Campbell,  to 

Mrs.  Knox. 

11.  H.  J.  Shepherd,  efq.  to 

Lady  Mary  Primrofe. 

18.  Davies  Giddy,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  M.  A.  Gil¬ 
bert, 

25.  C.  W.  Taylor,  efq.  M.P. 
to  Mifs  Charlotte 
Thomfon. 

May  3.  Sir  Nelfon  Ryectoft,  to 
Mifs  Margaret  Man- 
deville. 

4.  The  Right  Hon.  Re-* 
ginald  Pole  Carew,  to 
the  Hon.  Lady  Caro¬ 
line  Lyrtleton. 

14.  Sir  Thomas  Duckworth, 
K.  B.  to  Mifs  S.  C, 
Buller. 

20.  Lord  Vifcount  Primrofe, 
to  Harriet,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  Hon, 
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Bartholomew  Bouve. 
rie. 

May  23.  The  Hon.  E.  S,  Cowpe-r, 
M.  P.  to  Mifs  Ca¬ 
therine  Philips, 

28.  Captain  Murray,  to  La¬ 

dy  Elizabeth,  young- 
eft  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Athol. 

June  1.  The  Hon.  John  George 
Dalrymple,  to  Mifs 
Manners,  daughter  of 
Lady  Louifa  Man¬ 
ners,  and  lifter  to  the 
Duchefs  of  St.  Al¬ 
bans. 

18.  Edward  Hartopp,  jun. 
efq.  to  Anna  Eleo¬ 
nora,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Bouchier  Wray, 
bart. 

23.  Lord  Arthur  Somerfet, 
to  Elizabeth,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late 
Vifcount  Falmouth. 

29.  George  Harris,  efq. 

to  Chriftabell,  only 
daughter  of  Admiral 
Chambers. 

July  7.  Lord  Louth,  to  the  el¬ 
deft  daughter  of  Lord 
Dunfany. 

25.  At  the  Earl  of  Bever¬ 
ley’s  houfe,  Portman^ 
fquare,  Mortimer 
Drummond,  efq.  to 
Lady  Emily  Percy, 
youngeft  daughter  of 
the  above  nobleman. 

Aug.  4.  Sir  Mordaunt  Martin, 
bart.  to  Mrs.  North. 

8,  At  Harrington  Houfe, 
the  Marquis  of  Tavif- 
tock,  eldeft  fon  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
to  Lady  Anna  Ma¬ 
ria  Stanhope,  eldeft 
daughter 
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daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Harrington. 

Aug.  8.  At  St.  George’s,  Han¬ 
over  Square,  Sir 
Charles  Meyrick  Bur- 
rel,  bart.  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Windham,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Egremont. 

i  4.  — —  Forreft,  efq.  of 
Binfield,  Berks,  to 
Mifs  Lowther,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Colonel 
Lowther,  M.  P.  for 
Weftmoreland. 

15.  Sir  John  Gore,  to  the 
eldeft  daughter  of 
Admiral  Montague, 
Commander  in  Chief 
at  Portfmouth. 

25.  Sir  Wil  liam  George 
Parker,  bart.  to  Mifs 

Still. 

Sept.  21.  Lord  Charles  Bentinck, 
to  Mifs  Seymour. 

Oft.  3.  William  A’Court,  efq. 

to  Maria,  fecond 
daughter  of  Lady 
Bridget  Bouverie. 

*4'.  Hon.  Robert  Curzon, 
to  Mifs  Bifhopp. 

Nov.  The  Hon.  Fitzroy  Stan- 
hope,  to  Mifs  Caro- 
line  Wyndham. 

22.  Lord  George  Beres- 
ford,  to  Mifs  Harriet 
Schultz. 

Sir  George  Bowyer, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Dou¬ 
glas. 

24.  Launcelot  Rollafton,  efq. 
to  the  only  daughter 
of  Sir  George  Chet- 
wynde. 

Dec,  26.  The  Prince  de  Conde,  to 
the  Princefs  Dowager 
de  Monaco. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year 
1808. 

Queen's  Palace ,  Jan.  6.  His 
Grace  William  Duke  of  Manches¬ 
ter,  fworn  captain-general  and 
governor  in  chief  of'  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica. 

Foreign  Office ,  Jan.  7.  Francis 
Hill,  efq.  appointed  his  Majefty’s 
fecretary  of  legation  to  the  court 
of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal. 

Downing  Street ,  Jan.  8.  Wil¬ 
liam  Anne  Villettes,  efq.  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces,  appointed  lieutenant-gover-? 
nor  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and 
commander  of  the  forces,  with  the 
local  rank  of  general  in  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica. 

Downing  Street ,  Jan  16.  Sir 
George  Prevoft,  bart.  appointed 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova  Scotia,  ‘vice  Sir 
John  Wentworth,  bart. ;  and  to 
be  commander  of  the  forces,  with 
the  local  rank  of  lieutenant-general 
in  Nova  Scotia  only. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  16.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Leigh,  L.L.B.  recommended, 
by  letter,  to  rhe  chapter  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  Hereford,  to  be 
chofen  dean  of  the  faid  cathedral 
church,  vice  rev.  Dr.  Nathan  We- 
therell,  deceafed. — Rev.  Samuel 
Birch,  M.A,  fellow  of  St.  John’s 
College,  Cambridge  (fon  of  aider- 
man  B.)  prefen  ted  to  the  united 
rectories  of  St.  Mary,  Woolnoth, 
and  St.  Mary,  Woolchurch  Haw, 
in  the  city  of  London,  ‘vice  rev. 
John  Newton,  deceafed. — Rev. 
William  Long,  LL.B.  prefented 
to  the  reftory  of  Pulham  St.  Mary 
with  the  chapel  of  St.  Alary  Mag¬ 
dalen  thereunto  annexed,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  vice  rev.  Tho- 
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mas  Bowen,  deceafed. — Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  Stirling,  prefen  ted  to  the 
church  and  parifh  of  Cargill,  in  the 
county  of  Perth,  and  prefbytery  of 
Dunkeld,  vice  Mr.  J.  P.  Banner- 
man,  deceafed. 

Carltan-houfe ,  Jan.  18.  Rev. 
Frederick  William  Blomberg, 
M.A.  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  appointed  clerk 
of  the  clofet  to  his  royal  high¬ 
ness,  vice  rev.  Dr.  Lockman,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

Whitehall,  Jan.  19.  Rev.  Chas. 
Digby,  M.  A.  appointed  a  pre¬ 
bendary  of  the  Free  Chapel  of  St. 
George,  in  the  caftle  of  Windfor, 
vice  rev.  Dr.  John  Lockman,  de¬ 
ceafed. — Rev.  Edward  Chriflopher 
Dowdefwell,  D.D.  appointed  a 
canon  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
Chrift,  in  the  univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  vice  right  rev.  Edward  Ve¬ 
nables,  late  bifhop  of  Carlifle, 
tranflated  to  the  archiepifcopal  fee 
of  York. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  Jan .  20.  His 
grace  Edward  Venables,  lord  arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  fvvorn  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  privy  council. 

Whitehall ,  Jan .  2 6.  Rev.  Sa¬ 
muel  Goodenough,  LL.  D.  dean  of 
Rochefter,  recommended  by  conge 
dlelire ,  to  be  elected  bifhop  of  Car¬ 
lifle,  vice  right  rev.  Dr.  Edward 
Venables  Vernon,  tranflated  to  the 
archiepifcopal  fee  of  York. — Rev. 
Walker  King,  D.D.  appointed  a 
prebendary  oi  the  collegiate  church 
of  St.  Peter,  Weftminfter,  vice 
rev.  Dr.  Nathan  Wetherell,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

Whitehall ,  Jan,  30.  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Otter,  M.  A.  prefented  to 
the  canonry  or  prebend  of  Ullis- 
kelfe,  in  York  cathedral,  vice 
Drummond,  deceafed. — Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  Marlow?  D.  D.  appointed  a 


*  135 

canon  or  prebend  of  Canterbury 
cathedral,  rf/VeKing,  refigned. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  Feb.  24.  Ro¬ 
bert  Barnford,  of  Upton,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Chefter,  vice  Charles  Trelawny 
Breretcn,  of  Shotwick  Park,  Efq. ; 
Marmaduke  Middleton  Middleton, 
of  Lear,  Efq.  to  be  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Derby  ;  William  Cary, 
of  Cannock,  Efq.  to  be  fherifF  of 
the  county  of  Stafford;  John  Ful- 
larton,  of  Barton  on  the  Heath, 
Efq.  to  be- fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Warwick  ;  John  Nathaniel  Mlers, 
of  Cadoxtone  juxta  Neath,  Efq.  to 
be  fheriff  of  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan,  vice  the  hon.  William  Booth 
Grey,  of  Duffrin ;  Rees  Williams, 
of  Gvvainclawth,  Efq.  to  be  fheriff 
of  the  county  of  Brecon ;  and 
John  Jones,  of  Penrhofe  Brodwen, 
Efq.  to  be  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Anglefey,  vice  Edward  Jones,  of 
Croj^leck,  Efq. 

War  -office ,  Feb ,  27,  General 
William  vifcount  Howe,  K.  B.  go- 
vernor  of  Berwick,  appointed  go¬ 
vernor  of  Plymouth,  vice  Lord 
Lake,  deceafed ;  and  lieut.-gen. 
Banaflre  Tarleton,  to  be  governor 
of  Berwick,  vice  lord  Howe. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  March  2.  Hon* 
William  Afheton  Harbord,  fworn 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  and  city  of  Norwich,  and 
county  of  the  fame,  vice  marquis 
Townfhend,  deceafed.  —  Francis 
Lloyd,  of  Domgay,  Efq.  appoint¬ 
ed  fheriff  of  the  county  of  Montgo¬ 
mery,  vice  Robert  Knight,  of 
Gwernygoe,  Efq. 

War -office ,  March  8.  Colonel 
William  Dickfon,  of  the  43d  foot, 
appointed  lieutenant-governor  of 
Cork,  vice  general  Leland,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

(Ju  ecu’s  Palace ,  March  9.  Right 

ho.n. 
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lion.  Rickard  earl  of  Mount- Edg- 
cumbe,  fworn  one  of  his  majefty’s 
inoft  hon.  privy  council. 

Whitehall ,  March  i  5.  Reverend 
William  Beaumont  Bulby,  D.  D. 
appointed  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Rochefter,  •vice  rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Goodenough,  promoted  to 
the  bifhopric  of  C'arlifle. 

Queen’s  Palace,  March  16.  Right 
lion.  George  earl  of  Aberdeen,  in¬ 
verted  with  the  enfigns  of  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  Thiftie. — Right  hon. 
Percy  vifcount  Strangford,  created 
a  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  fworn 
of  his  una  jetty's  moft  honourable 
privy  council.— Right  hon.  Ed¬ 
ward  earl  of  Digby,  fworn  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county  oi  Dorfet, 
and  the  town  of  Boole,  and  county 
of  the  faid  town,  vice  the  earl  of 
Dorchefter,  deceafed.  • —  William 
Eger  ton,  of  Tatton  Park,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Chefter,  vice  Robert  Bampton,  of 
Upton,  efq. 

Whitehall ,  March  79.  Hon,  and 
rev.  Henry  Ryder,  M.  A.  appoint¬ 
ed,  a  prebendary  of  the  Free ‘Chapel 
of  St.  George,  in  the  Caftle  of 
Windfor,  vice  Bulby,  refigned.- — - 
Rev.  William  Cooper,  B.  D.  pre- 
fented  to  the  rectory  of  Wading- 
ham,  Sf.  Mary's,  and  St.  Peter’s, 
with  the  chapel  of  Smiterby, 
county  Lincoln,  vice  Barker,  de¬ 
ceafed  . 

Whitehall ,  March  22.  Briga¬ 
dier-general  Charles  Shipley,  of 
the  corps  of  royal  engineers, 
knighted. 

Whitehall ,  March  29.  Rev.  Jo- 
feph  Gcodall,  D.  D.  appointed  a 
prebendary  of  his  majefty's  Free 
Chapel  of  St.  George,  in  the  Cartle 
of  Windfor,  vice  Du  Val,  deceaf- 

_ Francis  lord  Napier,  appoint¬ 
ed  his  majefty’s  high  commirtioner 


to  the  general  aftembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. 

Whitehall ,  April  3 .  Rev.  Fre¬ 
derick  Blomberg,  M.  A.  appointed 
a  prebendary  of  the  Collegiate 
Church  of  St.  Peter,  Weftminfter, 
vice  Smith,  deceafed. 

Carlton- houfey  April  20.  Right 
hon.  Richard  Brinlley  Sheridan, 
appointed  (by  the  prince  of  Wales) 
receiver-general  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall,  vice  lord  l  ake,  deceas¬ 
ed,  -^Mr.  Sheridan  has  appointed 
Charles  Carpenter,  Efq.  of  Mo. 
ditonham,  his  deputy.) 

F01eign-effi.ce ,  April  23.  James 
Gambier,  Efq.  appointed  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  cotiful-general  in  the  Fortu- 
guefe  dominions  in  South  America. 

- —  Queen's  Palace ,  April  27,  J ames 
Gambier,  Efq.  knighted. 

Admiralty  -office ,  April  28.  Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  white,  Charles  Buck¬ 
ner,  Efq.  and  Alan  lord  Gardner, 
to  be  admirals  of  the  red. — Admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue,  from  Robert  Man, 
Efq.  to  Alexander  Gramme,  Efq.  to 
be  admirals  of  the  white. — Vice- 
admirals  of  the  red,  from  John 
Brown,  Efq,  to  ftr  Charles  Cotton, 
bart.  to  !»e  admirals  of  the  blue. — - 
Vice-admirals  of  the  white,  from 
James  Hawkins  Whit  {bed,  Elq.  to 
Peter  Aplin,  Efq.  to  be  vice-ad¬ 
mirals  cf  the  red, — Vice-admirals 
of  the  blue,  from  George  Bowen, 
Efq.  to  Edward  Thornborough, 
Efq.  to  be  vice-admirals  of  the 
white, — Rear-admirals  of  the  red, 
from  Thomas  Drury,  Efq.  to 
Richard  Boger,  Efq.  to  be  vice- 
admirals  of  the  blue. — Rear-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  white,  from  Jonathan 
Faulknor,  Efq.  to  William  Effing- 
ton,  Efq.  to  be  rear-admirals  of 
the  red. — Rear-admirals  of  the 
blue,  from  John  M‘Dougal3,  Efq. 
to  fir  Edmund  Nagle,  km,  to  be 
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rear-admirals  of  the  red. — Rear- 
admirals  of  the  blue,  from  John 
Wells,  Efq.  to  Herbert  Sawyer, 
Efcj.  to  be  rear-admirals  of  the 
white.  —  Captains,  from  Robert 
JDevereux  Fancourt,  Efq.  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Bertie,  Efq.  to  be  rear-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue. — Charles  Boyles, 
Efq.  fir  Thomas  Williams,  knt. 
William  Hargood,  Efq.  and  Robert 
Moorfom,  Efq .  to  be  colonels  of 
his  majefty’s  royal  marine  forces, 

* vice  Edward  Buller,  Efq.  the  hon. 
Robert  Spopford,  Win,  Lech  mere, 
Efq.  and  ,T.  Foley,  Efq.  appointed 
flag-officers  of  his  ma  jelly's  fleet. 

War- office ,  May  6.  Lieutenant- 
general  his  royal  highnefs  Erneft 
Auguftus  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
K.  G.  to  be  general  in  the  array, 
by  commifficn  dated  April  25. — 
Lieutenant-general  his  royal  high- 
mefs  Adolphus  Frederick,  duke  of 
Cambridge,  K.  G.  to  be  general  in 
the  army,  by  commiffion  dated 
April  25. — Lieutenant-general  his 
royal  highnefs  William  Frederick 
duke  of  Gloucefter,  K.  G*  to  be 
general  in  the  army,  by  commif¬ 
fion  dated  April  25. — Lieutenant- 
generals,  from  Edward  Fanning  to 
iir  James  Puheney,  bart.  to  be 
generals  in  the  army. —Major-ge¬ 
nerals,  from  the  hon.  Robert  Tay¬ 
lor  to  Ferdinand  baron  Hompefeh, 
to  be  lieutenant-generals  in  the 
army.  —  Colonels,  from  William 
Carr  Beresford,  of  the  88th  foot,  to 
the  hon.  William  Stewart,  of  the 
95th  foot,  to  be  major-generals  in 
the  army.  —  lieutenant-colonels, 
from  Thomas  Barrow,  of  the  5th 
Weft-India  regiment,  to  Francis 
John  Wilder,  of  the  35th  foot,  to 
be  colonels  in  the  army. — Lieute¬ 
nant-colonels,  hon.  George  de 
Grey,  of  the  ill  dragoons,  and 


*  137 

Samuel  Hawker,  of  the  14th  light 
dragoons,  to  be  aides-de-camp  to 
the  king. — Majors,  from  George 
Llerbert  Adams;  of  the  66th  foot, 
to  Richard  Collins,  of  the  83d 
foot,  to  be  lieutenant-colonels  in 
the  army. — Captains,  from  Ed¬ 
mund  Coghlan,  of  the  8th  Garrl- 
fon  battalion,  to  William  Coiljs, 
of  the  27th  foot,  to  be  majors  in 
the  army. 

Whitehall ,  May  7.  Right  hon. 
Henry  baron  Mulgrave,  vice-ad¬ 
miral  fir  Richard  Bickerton,  bart. 
William  Johnftone  Hope,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Ward,  Efqrs.  the  right  hot?. 
Henry  John  Vifcount  Palmerjfton^ 
James  Buller,  Efq.  and  rear-admi¬ 
ral  William  Domett,  appointed 
commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  the 
united  kingdom,  &c.  &c. 

War-Office,  May  10,  Lieute¬ 
nant-general  Robert  Morfe,  of  the 
royal  engineers,  to  be  general  in 
the  army. — Major-general  Wil¬ 
liam  Congreve,  of  the  royaj  artil¬ 
lery,  to  be  lieutenant-general  in  the 
army.— Colonels,  from  John  Ever 
legh  to  Edward  Stevens,  to  be  ma¬ 
jor-generals  in  the  army. — Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonels,  from  Theophilus 
Lewis  10  David  Collins,  to  be  co¬ 
lonel  in  the  army  — Majors,  from 
Robert  Stewart  to  Alexander 
Brice,  to  be  lieutenant-colonels  in 
the  army. — Captains,  from  Wil, 
liamH  nry  Bo\  s  to  John  Long,  to 
be  majors  in  the  army* 

Queen’s  Palace,  May  I  I.  Mr. 
juft  ice  John  Bay  ley,  knighted  on 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench. 

Queen’ s  Palace,  May  2$.  Right 
hon.  John  Jeffreys,  earl  Camden, 
K.  G.  lord  prefident  of  the  privy 

council^ 
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council,  fworn  lord-lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Kent,  and  of  the 
city  of  Canterbury. 

D owning -Jireet,  May  27*  Briga¬ 
dier-general  James  Montgomerie, 
appointed  governor  and  commander 
in  chief  in  and  over  the  ifland  of 
Dominica  in  America. 

Whitehall ,  June  14.  Right  rev. 
Dr.  Folliot Herbert  Walker  Corne- 
wall,  bifhop  of  Hereford,  recom¬ 
mended,  by  conge  d’elire ,  to  be 
defied  bifnop  of  Worceiter,  wee 
Dr.  Hurd,  deceafed, 

Treafury ,  June  25.  C.  T.  Mal- 
ing,  Efq.  appointed  a  commif- 
lioner  of  the  excife,  vice  Lowndes, 
deceafed. 

Carltcn-houfe ,  June  28.  Benja¬ 
min  Tucker,  Efq.  appointed  (by 
the  prince  of  Wales)  furveyor-gc- 
neral  of  his  royal  higbnefs’s  duchy 
of  Cornwall, 

Lord  Chamberlain’  c-office  y  July  8. 
Mr.  F.  Carbery,  of  Conduit-ftreet, 
appointed  plumafier  to  his  majefty, 
vice  Mrs.  Townlhend,  of  Ludgate- 
hill,  refgned. 

Whitehall ,  July  9.  Thomas  Er- 
fkine,  earl  of  Kellie,  permitted  to 
accept  and  wear  the  enfigns  of  a 
knight  commander  of  the  royal  or¬ 
der  of  Vafa,  conferred  on  him  by 
the  king  of  Sweden. 

Whitehall ,  July  1 6.  Right  rev. 
John  Luxmore,  bifhop  of  Briftol, 
tranflated,  by  conge  d’elire ,  to  the 
fee  of  Hereford,  vice  Cornwall, 
deceafed. — Dr.  Andrew  Grant,  ap¬ 
pointed  iirti  minifter  of  the  Canon- 
gate  church,  county  of  Edinburgh, 
vice  W aiker,  deceafed. 

War-office ,  Aug,  6.  General  fir 
W.  Medows,  K.  B.  appointed  go¬ 
vernor  of  Hull,  vice  the  earl  of 
Clanrica.rde,  deceafed ;  and  gene¬ 
ral  E.  E.  Gwyn,  to  be  lieutenant 


governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  vice 
Medows. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  16.  Rev.  Hugh 
Rofs,  prefen  ted  to  the  church  and 
parifh  of  Fearn,  in  the  prefbytery 
of  Brechlin  and  county  of  Rofs, 
vice  Simeon,  deceafed, 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  20.  George 
Fergufon,  Efq.  of  Hermand,  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  lords  of  judici¬ 
ary  in  that  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom  called  Scotland,  vice  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Nairn,  bart.  of  Dunfinnan, 
refigned. 

Whitehall ,  Aug .  23.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Lord  Manfell,  D.  D.  recom¬ 
mended,  by  conge  d’elire ,  to  be 
elefted  bifhop  of  Briflol,  vice  Dr. 
Luxmore,  tranflated  to  Hereford. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  27.  Rev.  John 
Plumtree,  D,  D.  appointed  dean  of 
Gloucefter  cathedral,  vice  Dr.  Lux¬ 
more,  refigned. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  30.  Rev.  John 
Banks  Jenkinfon,  M.  A,  appointed 
a  prebendary  of  Worcefler  cathe¬ 
dral,  vice  Plumtree. 

War -office ,  Sept.  3.  Colonel  J. 
Robertfon,  on  half  pay  of  9 2d 
foot,  appointed  deputy-governor 
of  Fort  George,  vice  Steward,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

Whitehall ,  Sept .  6.  Robert  Blair, 
Efq.  dean  of  the  faculty  of  advo¬ 
cates,  appointed  preiident  of  the 
college  of  juftice  in  Scotland. — 
Hay  Campbell,  LL.D.  of  Suceoth, 
county  of  Dumbarton,  late  prefi- 
dent  of  the  college  of  juftice  in 
Scotland,  created  a  baronet  of  die 
united  kingdom. 

Whitehall ,  Sept.  13.  Right  rev. 
Thomas  Dampier,  biihop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  tranflated,- by  conge  d’elire, 
to  the  fee  of  Ely,  vice  Dr.  James 
Yorke,  deceafed. 

Whit  eh  ally  Sept.  24..  The  king 

has 
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has  been  pleafed  to  grant  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  baronet  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  to  the  following  gentlemen, 
and  the  refpective  heirs  male  of 
their  bodies  lawfully  begotten, 
viz.  Edward  Buller,  of  Trauant 
park,  county  of  Cornwall,  Efq. 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  Mark 
Wood,  of  Gatton,  county  of  Sur¬ 
ry,  Efq.  ;  Henry  Conyngham 
Montgomery,  of  the  Hall,  county 
of  Donegal,  Efq.  j  Thomas  Jones, 
of  Stanley-half,  county  of  Salop, 
Efq.;  James  Graham,  of  Kirk- 
II  all,  county  of  York,  and  of  Ed¬ 
mond  caftle,  county  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  Efq.;  Sitwell  Sitwell,  of  Re- 
nifhaw,  county  of  Derby,  Efq. ; 
Andrew  Corbet,  of  Moreton-Cor- 
bet,  county  of  Salop,  and  of  Linf- 
lede,  county  of  Buckingham,  Efq. ; 
William  Coles  Medlycott,  of  Ven- 
houfe,  near  Milborne  Port,  county 
of  Somerfet,  Efq.  ;  Charles  Hoar 
Harland,  of  Sutton-hall,  county  of 
York,  Efq.  ;  John  Perring,  of 
Membland,  county  of  Devon,  Efq. 
and  alderman  of  London  ;  George 
Plgott,  of  Knapton,  in  the  Queen’S 
county,  Efq. ;  and  George  Oufe- 
ley,  of  Claremont,  county  of  He¬ 
reford,  Efq. 

Admiralty -office,  Sept.  30.  His 
majefty  has  been  pleafed,  by  his 
order  in  council  of  the  28th  in- 
ftant,  to  confer  upon  the  mailers  of 
Ids  royal  navy  the  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nants,  according  to  the  following 
regulations,  viz.  that  they  fhall 
take  rank  in  the  Ihips  of  which 
thev  fhall  be  warranted  mailers, 
immediately  after  the  junior  lieu¬ 
tenants  of  fuch  Ihips;  and  that 
they  fhall  have  precedence  in  rank 
of  furgeons  of  the  navy. 

Foreign  office ,  Od.  8.  Right 


hon.  John  Hookham  Frere,  ap¬ 
pointed  his  majefty  *s  envoy  extra, 
ordinary  and  miniller  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  his  catholic  majefty  Fer¬ 
dinand  the  Vllth;  and  to  relide  in 
that  character  at  the  feat  of  the 
central  or  fupreme  junta  in  Spain. 

Dovoning-Jlreety  Od.  8.  Lieute¬ 
nant-general  George  Beckwith, 
appointed  governor  and  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  illand  of  Barba- 
does ;  fir  Charles  Brilbane,  knt. 
captain  in  the  royal  navy,  to  be 
governor  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  illand  of  St.  Vincent ;  Hugh 
Elliot,  Efq.  appointed  captain- 
general  and  governor  of  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Illands;  and  WilliamWooley, 
Efq.  to  be  lieutenant-governor  of 
Be  r  bice. 

Whit  eh  ally  Od.  i^.  Rear-ad¬ 
miral  Richard  Goodwin  Keats, 
nominated  one  of  the  knights- 
companions  of  the  moll  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath. 

Carlton-houfey  Od .  2r.  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Bloomfield,  of  the 
royal  regiment  of  artillery,  ap¬ 
pointed  (by  the  prince  of  Wales) 
gentleman-attendant  on  his  royal 
highnefs,  vice  lord  Lake  deceafed. 

Foreign. officey  Nov.  2.  Antho¬ 
ny  Merry,  Efq.  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  envoy-extraordinary  and 
minifter-plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Sweden;  and  Auguftus  John 
Folter,  Efq.  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
minifter  of  legation  at  that  court. 

War-office ,  Nov.  12.  General 
the  hon.  Chappie  Norton,  appoint¬ 
ed  governor  of  Charlemont ;  and 
major-general  Francis  Hugonin,  to 
be  colonel  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
dragoons;  both  vice  the  earl  of 
Dorchefter,  dec. 

Queen’s  Palacef  Nov.  16.  Sir 
Charles  Brilbane,  Knt,  captain  in 

the 
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flie  royal  navy,  {worn  captain*  ge¬ 


neral  and  governor  in  chief  of  the 
S Hands  of  St.  Vincent,  Bequia,  and 
Inch  other  of  the  iflands  commonly 
called  the  Grenadines,  as  lie  to  the 
northward  of  Cariacou,  in  Ameri¬ 
ca, 

Queen's  Palace  ^  Nov.  23.  Right 
hon.  George  Coventry,  commonly 
called  lord  yifcount  Deerhurft, 
fwogn  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Worcefter,  and  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter^  and  county  of  the  fame, 
*vice  his  father,  the  earl  of  Coven¬ 
try,  rchgned. 

Whitehall ,  Nov.  26.  Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Harcourt,  appointed  gentle¬ 
man  and  matter  of  his  Majefty’s 
robes,  <vice  lord  Selfey,  dec. 

J)on>' ning - flreety  Nov,  29.  Hon , 
Francis  Nathaniel  Burton,  appoint¬ 
ed  lieutenant-governor  of  Lower 
Canadayin  America. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  3,  Rev.  Wal¬ 
ker  King,  D.D.  recommended  by 
conge  Pel  ire ,  to  be  elected  bifhop 
of  Rochester,  vice  Dr,  Thomas 
I>ampier,  tranflated  to  the  fee  of 
Ely. 

Donjjmng- ffreetj  Dec.  13.  Henry 
Bentinck,  Efq.  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fpt  dements  of  Demarara  and  Effe- 
cuibo. — Charles  Bentinck,  Efq.  to 
be  governor  and  commander  in 

o 

chief  of  the  fettlement  of  Surinam, 
•vice  Hughes,  dec. 

Foreign-office ,  Dec.  1 6.  Right 
lion.  William  Pitt  lord  Amherft, 
appointed  his  Ma jelly’s  envoy- 
extraordinary  and  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  his 
Sicilian  majefty,  wife  Drummond 
recalled. 

Doaxining-jlreet ,  Dec.  20.  Lieut, 
general  Sir  John  Stuart,  K.  B. 
appointed  (by  a  commiffion  da? 


ted  Feb.  1 1 )  commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
excepted. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1808. 

January  3.  In  Lower  Brook- 
ftreet,  John  Leland,  Efq.  M.P.  for 
the  borough  of  Stamford,  in  Lin. 
colnfhire,  a  general  in  the  army, 
colonel  of  the  64th  regiment  of 
foot,  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
Cork.  He  was  bred  in  the  army, 
and  came  into  parliament  in  the 
year  1796.  His  promotions  were, 
colonel,  November  17,  1780  ;  ma¬ 
jor-general,  September  28,  1787; 
lieutenant-general,  April  29,  1802; 
and  colonel  of  the  64th  regiment, 
June  26,  1790. 

S.  Lord  Alexander  Gordon. 

13.  The  Hon.  Margaret  Stuart 
Wortley  Mackenzie. 

1  c.  Hon.  Charles  Lewis  Mor« 

J 

daunt. 

j  6.  At  Warne’s  Hotel,  Conduit- 
ftreet,  Hanover-fquare,  in  the  20th 
year  of  his  age,  Horatio,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Trafalgar,  only  fon  of  Earl 
Nelfon,  and  nephew  of  the  immor¬ 
tal  admiral  Lord  Nelfon.  By  his 
death  the  national  honours  and 
eftate  of  Nelfon  will,  on  the  de- 
ceafe  of  the  prefect  Earl,  pafs  from 
the  male  to  the  female  line  through 
Mrs,  Boiton,  the  gallant  con¬ 
queror’s  fifler,  who  has  three  fons 
and  as  many  daughters,  and  whofe 
fon  Thomas  is  the  next  in  remain, 
der.  His  LordHn'p  died  on  the 
1 6th  of  January;  and  on  the  25th 
of  the  fame  month,  his  remains 
were  interred  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathe¬ 
dral. 

29.  At  his  houfe  in  town,  the 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Henry  Vifcount  Lord 
6age,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  family  title 

j 

on  the  death  of  his  uncle  in  1791, 
when  the  Englifh  barony  of  Gage 
became  extinft.  He  married,  in 
1789,  mifs  Skinner,  daughter  of 
the  late  general,  by  whom  he  had 
feveral  children.  The  title  and 
ell  ate  devolve  on  the  eldcft  fon, 
Henry,  juft  come  of  age. 

February  1.  At  his  Lordfhip's 
houfe,  in  Lower  Brook-ftieet, 
Grofvenor-fquare,  the  Right  Hon. 
Charlotte  Maria,  Countefs  of  Euf- 
ton,  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Eufton, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Gralton. 
Her  Ladyfhip  was  the  fecond 
daughter  of  James,  fecond  Earl 
Waldegrave,  by  Maria,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Walpole,  K.  B.  and  afterwards 
Duchefs  of  Gloucefter.  She  was 
born  October  11,  1761,  and  mar- 
ried  the  Earl  of  Eufton,  November 
16,  1784,  by  whom  (he  had  iffue, 
fix  Tons  and  four  daughters,  feveral 
of  whom  furvive  her.  Lady  Euf¬ 
ton  was  an  example  of  every  thing 
amiable  in  woman,  and  the  death 
of  her  mother  the  Duchefs  of 
Gloucefter,  a  few  months  ago,  is 
faid  to  have  affected  her  health 
confiderably. 

10.  The  Marquis  of  Thomond, 
by  a  fall  from  his  horfe  in  Grof- 
■yenor-fquare. 

20.  Gerard  Lord  Lake. 

In  Lower  Grofvenor  -  ftreet, 
aged  85,  the  Right  Hon.  James 
Peachey,  Baron  Selfey,  of  Selfey, 
in  SufTex,  a  Baronet,  and  F.  R.S. 
He  was  born  March  8,  1723,  and 
married,  Auguft  19,  1747,  Lady 
Gecrgiana  Carolina,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry,  firft  Earl  of  Delo- 
raine.  He  fucceeded  his  brother, 
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the  late  Sir  John  Peachey,  Bart, 
in  the  baronetcy,  July  3,  176J, 
and  was  eletfted  in  two  parliaments, 
reprefentative  for  Seaford,  in  Suf- 
fex.  In  1751  he  was  appointed 
groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  his 
prefent  Majefty  when  Prince  of 
Wales,  and,  in  1792,  fucceeded  the 
Earl  of  Cardigan  in  the  office  of 
mafter  of  the  robes  to  the  King, 
which  his  Lordfhip  held  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe.  His  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  raife  him  to  the 
peerage  on  the  13th  of  Auguft, 
1794,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Selfey, 
of  Selfey,  in  SufTex.  He  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  his  title  and  eftates  by 
his  eldeft  fon  John,  now  Lord  Sel¬ 
fey,  born  March  16,  1749,  who 
is  married  to  Hefter  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  George  Jennings, 
Efq.  of  Newfell,  Herts,  by  whom 
he  has  three  fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters. 

In  his  50th  year,  the  Right  Hone 
George  Evelyn  Bofcawen,  Vif¬ 
count  Falmouth,  captain  of  the 
band  of  gentleman  penfioners  :  his 
Lordfhip  was  a  fon  of  the  brave 
admiral  Bofcawen,  fucceeded  his 
uncle  in  February  1782;  married 
Mifs  Crewe,  only  daughter  of  John 
Crewe,  Efq.  who  died  in  1793, 
leaving  two  fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters;  the  eldeft  fon,  Edward,  now 
Vifcount  Falmouth,  will  be  21 
years  old  in  May  next. 

At  his  houfe  in  Airfhire,  the 
Earl  of  Craufurd  and  Lindfey. 

March  1.  At  the  houfe  of  his 
grandfather,  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  in  Whitehall,  in  the  nth 
year  of  his  age,  Lord  Scott,  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Dalkeith.  This  pro- 
mifmg  young  nobleman  fickened 
with  the  meafles  at  Eton  fchool , 
of  which  difeafe  he  died. 
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5.  The  lady  of  Sir  Henry  Mar¬ 
tin. 

At  Elie  Houfe,  Fifefhire,  Sir 
Philip  Anftruther,  Part. ;  he  is 
fucceeded  in  his  title  and  eftates 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  An¬ 
ftruther;  Bart,  late  chief  juftice  of 
Bengal. 

6.  In  Park-lane,  George  Darner, 
Earl  of  Dorchefter,  Vifcount  and 
Baron  Milton,  of  Miiton-abbey, 
in  Dorfetlhire,  alfo  Baron  Milton, 
of  Shrone-hill,  in  Ireland,  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Dorfetlhire,  aged  62. 
Plis  Lordlhip  was  never  married  ; 
his  only  filler,  lady  Caroline  Da¬ 
rner,  always  relided  with  him. — 
His  diforder  was  the  gout,  with 
which  he  had  been  affiidled  many 
years.  This  nobleman  was  a  great 
favourite  with  their  Majefties,  who 
always  honoured  him  with  a  vifit 
during  their  refidence  at  Wey¬ 
mouth.  He  is  fuppofed  to  have 
died  rich,  and  is  fucceeded  in  his 
titles  and  eftates  by  his  only  bro¬ 
ther,  the  Hon.  Lionel  Darner,  now 
Earl  of  Dorchefter. 

10.  At  Clifton,  the  Countefs- 
dowager  of  Fingal.  She  was  the 
only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Woolafcot,  Efq.  of  Woolver- 
ton,  Berldhire,  and  mother  to  the 
Earl  of  Fingal  and  Lady  Terefa 
Deafe.  Her  Ladyfhip  was  one  of 
the  mildeft,  gentleft,  and  moft  ami¬ 
able  of  her  fex. 

17.  Sor>hia- Anne,  the  Lady  of 
Sir  Wm.  Pole. 

At  her  cottage,  in  the  Lie  of 
Wight,  Lady  Bridget  Tollemache, 
filler  to  the  Earl  of  Dyfart. 

19.  In  Portman-fquare,  at  her 
fonfs  houfe,  Jane,  Countefs-dowa- 
ger  of  Dundonald.  She  was  the 
mother  ol  twelve  Tons  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  among  her  defendants, 


Ihe  has  an  admiral  and  five  captains 
in  his  Majefty’s  navy. 

Lady  Morgan. 

26.  At  Bath,  Sir  Nigel  Bowyer 
Grelly,  Bart,  of  Drakelow,  in  the 
county  of  Derby  ;  whofe  title  with 
the  eftates  devolved  upon  his  eldeft 
fon  Roger,  fo  named  from  his  an- 
ceftor  Roger  de  Toeni,  ftandard- 
bearer  of  Normandy,  at  the  time 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  who 
was  defended  from  Malahulclus, 
uncle  to  the  famous  Rolio,  Duke 
of  Normandy. 

30.  At  a  very  advanced  age. 
Sir  Henry  Grey,  Bart,  elder  bro~ 
ther  to  the  late  Earl  Grey,  and  un¬ 
cle  to  the  prefent,  who  is  his  heir. 
He  never  was  married  ;  and  by  his 
death,  Earl  Grey  comes  in  poftef- 
fion  of  eftates  to  the  amount  of 
37.000 /.  per  annum,  befides  a  for¬ 
tune  for  each  of  his  younger  child¬ 
ren. 

31.  At  Newcaftle,  in  his  85th 
year,  Robert  Roddam,  Efq.  fenior 
admiral  of  the  red,  brother  to  the 
late  Edward  Roddam,  of  Roddam, 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
Efq.  and  third  fon  of  Edward  Rod¬ 
dam,  of  Roddam  and  Little  Hough¬ 
ton,  Efq.  by  Jane,  daughter  of 
Robert  Shelly,  Efq.  merchant,  of 
Newcaftle- upon-Tyne. 

April  4.  Lady  Charlotte  Mur¬ 
ray. 

7.  Peter  Rainier,  admiral  of  the 
blue. 

1  r.  Dowager  Countefs  Moira. 
This  lady  was  uncommonly  gifted! 
great  powers  of  memory,  great 
quicknefs  of  intelleft,  and  a  pecu¬ 
liar  eafy,  \et  fplendid  elocution, 
with  which  fhe  adorned  whatever 
fubjedl  fhe  touched  upon,  whether 
"the  mere  pafiing  events  of  the  day^ 
the  various  topics  of  literatures  or 

thofe 
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thofe  ufeful  arts  by  which  the  com¬ 
munity  is  benefited,  and  the  re- 
fources  of  a  nation  enlarged.  Her 
acquaintance  with  fuch  branches 
of  knowledge  was  by  no  means 
limited  or  fuperficial ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  fome  learned  focieties  have 
borne  refpedful  teftimony  to  her 
acquirement's  in  this  particular,  and 
the  real  utility  which  flowed  from 
the  productions  of  her  active  and 
difcerning  genius.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  late  Earl  of  Moira  in 
February,  1752;  and  refided  in 
Dublin,  or  the  north  of  Ireland 
(with  the  exception  of  one  year’s 
abfence  in  France),  for  more  than 
half  a  century!  for  the  long  period 
of  fifty-fix  years.  Let  thofe  who 
remember  what  Moira  houfe  was 
in  the  earlier  days  of  that  period, 
when  fhe  led,  and  refleded  a  grace 
upon  every  beneficial  fafhion  ;  when 
the  cultivated  the  fine  arts;  when 
{he  rendered  her  houfe  the  favour¬ 
ite  fpot  where  every  perfon  of  ge¬ 
nius  or  talents  in  Dublin,  or  who 
vifited  Dublin,  loved  moll  to  refort 
to;  let  fuch  perfons  fay,  whether 
Moira  houfe,  and  its  illuflrious 
Lady,  as  well  as  its  truly  noble  and 
beneficent  Lord,  deferve  not  every 
panegyric  which  gratitude  can  be¬ 
llow.  She  was  the  laft  in  a  dired 
line  of  the  great  name  of  Haftings 
— the  laft !  !  a  word  when  fo  ap¬ 
plied,  every  liberal  nature  will 
dwell  upon  with  melancholy  ien- 
fations,  even  to  enthufiafm— -fuch 
are  perhaps  the  univerfal  feelings 
of  mankind  in  favour  of  exalted 
birth,  which  a  vain-glorious  philo- 
fophy  never  can  eradicate,  that 
when  a  race  of  nobility,  diuinguilh- 
ed  by  the  length  of  years  during 
which  they  wore  their  honours  un¬ 
interrupted,  is  finally  terminated. 
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the  extinction  of  fuch  a  family  is 
regarded,  not  without  a  generous 
fympathy ;  but  when  the  tomb 
clofes  on  a  noble  matron,  the  re- 
prefentative  of  a  great  houfe,  with 
whofe  hiftory  the  beft,  and  per¬ 
haps  molt  infpiring  images  of  our 
earlieft  days  are  affociated,  and 
herfelf  not  inferior  to  any  in  that 
hiftory,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible,  even 
for  a  ftranger,  not  to  hang  over 
fuch  a  tomb,  without  every  emo¬ 
tion  of  forrow,  of  regret,  and  of 
veneration.  Such  fentiments  may 
ill  accord  with  a  frivolous,  and  in 
fome  refpeds,  a  fel fifh  age.  Be  it 
fo — yet  this  age,  even  under  the 
influence  of  a  more  than  iron  war, 
and  much  bigotry,  has  not  loft  “all 
its  original  brightnefs,’’  but  retains 
much  of  its  good  old  virtues  un~ 
diminilhed.  It  pofleftes  domeftic 
charity  at  leaft ;  and  thofe  w'ho 
know  how  to  appreciate  charity, 
will  learn  to  venerate  the  memory 
of  the  Countefs  of  Moira,  for  in 
truth  file  may  be  faid  to  have  been 
charity  itfeif.  She  had  a  ftrong 
refemblance,  in  -  many  refpeds,  to 
her  anceftors :  a  lofty  fpirit,  mag¬ 
nificence  of  difipofition,  untired 
hofpitality — altogether,  {he  was  a 
lady  of  other  times;  and  when  fne 
mingled  with  fociety  more  than  her 
increafed  infirmities  would  of  late 
years  allow',  few’  perfons  ever  be¬ 
held  her  without  fomething  of  more 
heroic  days  pafiingin  indiftind,  yet 
fplendid  array,  before  the  imagina¬ 
tion.  In  the  reception  of  perfons 
of  the  firft  diftindion  at  her  houfe, 
there  was  an  air,  a  dignity,  which 
will  hardly  be  equalled,  and  never 
canbefurpafled.  But  the  nobleman- 
ner,  the  impofmg  ceremonial  oflife, 
leave  but  flight  veftiges  for  remem¬ 
brance,  compared  to  thofe  intrinfic 
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and  domeflic  virtues  which  give  to 
the  female  fex  their  trueft  orna¬ 
ment.  In  all  the  private  relations 
of  life,  fhe  was,  to  the  utmoft, 
valuable!  Her  maternal  duties  (he 
fulfilled  with  the  enlightened fpirit, 
and  more,  perhaps,  than  the  fen- 
lability  of  a  Cornelia.  They  could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  unceafing 
afliduities,  the  Toothing  tendernefs, 
the  fweer  and  pious  and  filial  re¬ 
gards  which  accompanied  her  to 
her  lafi  hour — butforrow  is  facred, 
and  the  writer  forbears.  He  can 
only  add,  that  this  imperfeft  tri¬ 
bute  is  the  produd  of  a  hafty,  an 
anxious  moment,  the  effufion  of 
gratitude,  rolling  indeed  upon  the 
bafis  of  truth,  bur  no  exadt  deline¬ 
ation  of  Lady  Moira’s  character. 
The  flyle  is  warm,  for  it  flows 
from  the  heart;  and  who  that 
knew  her,  could  write  of  Lady 
JVloira  in  a  fcyle  which  was  inert 
arid  grovelling  ?  Ireland  will  long 
have  caufe  to  regret  *her— fhe  cul- 
tivated  its  beft  interefls — to  the 
gentry,  fhe  difplayed  an  example  of 
attachment  to  the  country,  which 
they  might  have  well  imitated — to 
the  peafantry  of  all  deferiptions, 
fae  was  a  guardian  friend — -to 
every  illiberal,  party-diilindion, 
whether  arifing  from  a  falfe  zeal 
for  the  Hate  or  religion,  fhe  was  an 
unprejudiced,  enlightened,  oppo¬ 
nent.  From  the  contemplation  of 
fuch  a  charader  it  is  indeed  not 
eafy  to  withdraw.  She  furvived 
her  hufband  nearly  fifteen  years. 
She  was  daughter  to  Theophilus, 
and  filler  to  Francis,  late  Earls  of 
Huntingdon.  Her  mother  was  the 
Lady  Selina  Shirley,  daughter  of 
Earl  Ferrers. 

zo.  The  dowager  Lady  Frank, 
land. 


May  i.  Allan,  fecond  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Galloway. 

3.  John  Brown,  Efq.  admiral  of 
the  blue. 

5.  The  Right  Hon.  and  Rer0 
Charles  Aynfley. 

11.  Lady  Tvrawley. 

15.  Alicia,  lady  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Heard. 

23.  In  his  24th  year  Vifcount 
Roylton,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Hardwicke,  and  M.P.  for  Ryegate. 
This  young  nobleman  left  Ireland 
about  two  years  fince,  and  was  ots 
his  return  in  the  fhip  Agatha  of 
Lubec,  when  the  veffel  was  wrecks 
ed  in  a  florin  not  far  from  Memel, 
and  his  Lordfhip  was  among  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fufferers  who  perilled. 
Never  was  a  more  promifing  young 
nobleman  given  to  his  country’s 
hopes,  or  more  untimely  fnatched 
away.  At  an  age  when  moft  are 
content  to  fludy  the  ancient  au¬ 
thors,  with  a  view  only  to  attain 
the  language  in  which  they  wrote, 
h  is  Lord  fh  ip  wa  s  fo  thoroughly  maf- 
terof  their  contents,  that  he  tranf- 
lated  the  moil  obfeure  of  them  with 
aftonifhing  perfpicuity  and  fpirit. 
It  was  from  a  defire  of  adding  to 
the  (lore  of  ancient  and  modern 
learning  which  he  poflefifed,  the 
advantages  that  refult  from  per- 
forial  obfervation  and  travels,  that 
his  Lordfhip  quitted  the  fplendour 
of  an  affluent  home,  and  encoun¬ 
tered  the  dangers  under  which  he 
finally  perifhed.  His  title  devolves 
to  his  brother  Lord  Charles. 

In  Glosefler-place,  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cocks,  filler  to  the  late,  and 
aunt  to  the  prefent  Lord  Somers, 
aged  79. 

At  Whitehall,  the  Hon.  Anne 
Smith,  daughter  of  Lord  Carring¬ 
ton. 

Lady 
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Lady  Peyton,  mother  of  Sir 
Henry  P.  Bart. 

June  28.  At  Hartlebury-caftle, 
aged  88,  the  Right  Rev.  Richard 
Hurd,  D.D.  Bifhop  of  Worcefter. 
This  learned  and  truly  venerable 
prelate  was  born  at  Congreve,  a 
village  in  Staffordfhire,  where  his 
father  was  a  refpe&able  farmer. 
Being  deflgned  for  the  church,  he 
was  educated  under  tho  care  of  the 
Rev.  William  Budworth,  mafter  of 
the  grammar-fchool  in  Brewood,  of 
whom  he  makes  a  grateful  mention 
in  the  dedication  of  his  Horace. 
Having  attained  a  found  claflical 
knowledge,  he  was  fent  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  he  was  admitted  of 
Emanuel  college,  of  which  he  after¬ 
wards  became  fellow ;  and  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  that  Society  to  the  living 
of  Thurcafton  in  Lincolnfhire.  In 
this  retirement  he  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  duties  of  his  fituation,  and 
the  cultivation  of  letters.  Here  he 
prepared  his  edition  of  Horace, 
which  he  judicioufly  dedicated  to 
Bifhop  Warburton,  then  confidered 
the  coloffus  of  literature,  and  the 
firft  critic  of  his  day.  Few  perfons 
had  a  keener  eye  to  difcern  the 
merits  of  men  than  Warburton  ; 
and  though  no  one,  perhaps,  had  a 
more  haughty  mind,  or  even  treat¬ 
ed  his  adversaries  with  fuch  coarfe 
feverity,  yet  certainly  he  was  def- 
titute  of  envy,  and  dreaded  not  the 
depreciation  of  his  own  fame,  in 
confequence  of  the  rifing  reputa¬ 
tion  of  others.  He  allured  Mr. 
Hurd  from  his  beloved  feclufion, 
and  brought  him  forward  to  the 
World,  almoft  againft  his  own  in¬ 
clination.  He  made  him  Archdea¬ 
con  of  Gloucefter,  and  by  way  of 
acquiring  popularity  for  him  in  the 
metropolis,  affociated  him  with 
himfelf  in  the  fituation  of  preacher 
•  Vol.  L,  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  Se 


at  the  chapel  in  Liricoln’s-inn.  The 
object  of  the  bifhop  was  foon  ob¬ 
tained.  Hurd’s  difcourfes  procured 
general  admiration;  and  the  preach¬ 
er  attra&ed  the  notice  and  friend- 
fhip  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield ; 
through  whufe  intereft  he  obtained 
the  diftinguifhed  office  of  preceptor 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke 
of  York  ;  a  fituation  for  which  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  was  better  cal¬ 
culated,  and  the  duties  of  which  he 
performed  with  great  credit.  Pre¬ 
ferment  was  now  certain,  nor  was 
it  long  withheld.  In  1 77 5  he  was 
made  Bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Co¬ 
ventry  ;  in  1781  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  clofet  to  the  King; 
and  on  the  30th  of  June,  of  the 
fame  year,  he  was  confirmed  in  the 
fee  of  Worcefter.  On  the  death 
of  Dr.  Cornwallis,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  in  1783,  that  dignity 
was  offered  to  bifhop  Hurd  ;  but 
he  had  obtained  a  fituation  more 
congenial  to  his  wifhes,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  declined  it.  Since  his  tran- 
flation  to  Worcefter,  his  lordfhip 
almoft  feeluded  himfelf  from  the 
bufy  world,  refiding  chiefly  at 
Hartlebury  caftle,  the  epifcopal  pa¬ 
lace  of  his  diocefe.  This  ancient 
and  noble  pile  he  enriched  by  a 
large  and  ineftimable  library,  con* 
taining  the  greater  part  of  the 
books  that  had  belonged  to  Mr, 
Pope  and  bifhop  Warburton,  which 
he  has  bequeathed  for  the  ufe  of 
his  fuccefTors.  Dr.  Hurd  has  fhewn 
his  critical  powers  and  tafte  to  the 
greateft  advantage,  in  his  edition  of 
Horace’s  u  Epiilolce  ad  Pifones/' 
See.  with  an  Englifh  commentary 
and  notes ;  and  aifo  in  his  edition 
of  Cowley’s  works.  Thefirft  ap¬ 
peared  in  1739,  and  the  latter  in 
1772.  But  the  work  which  pro® 
cured  him  the  greateft  reputation. 
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was  his  u  Moral  and  Political  Dia¬ 
logues,  with  Letters  on  Chivalry 
and  Romance,”  3  vols.  8vo.  1765. 
Some  of  the  pieces  Rad  appeared 
before,  without  a  name,  and  their 
fuccefs  probably  led  the  ingenious 
author  to  publifh  a  complete  and 
enlarged  edition.  Thefe  dialogues 
evince  a  profound  knowledge  of 
the  Engdifb  hiftory  and  conftitu- 
tion,  and  breathe  a  warm  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  It  is 
faid  that  the  king,  one  day  point¬ 
ing  to  thefe  dialogues,  obferved, 
u  Thefe  made  Hurd  a  bifhop.  I 
never  faw  him  till  he  came  to  kifs 
hands.”  As  a  theological  writer, 
his  principal  productions  are  two 
volumes  of  excellent  fermons, 
preached  before  the  fociety  of  Lin- 
coln’s-inn;  and  another  of  Dif- 
courfes  on  the  Prophecies,  at  the 
lecture  founded  by  Bifhop  War- 
burton  at  the  fame  place.  In 
ihefe  compolitions  we  obferve  deep 
thinking,  clofe  logical  reafoning, 
fervent  piety,  and  chafte  and  ele¬ 
gant  language.  As  a  difputant. 
Dr.  Hurd  appeared  to  great  advan¬ 
tage,  in  a  pamphlet  intitled,  fi  Re¬ 
marks  on  Mr.  Hume’s  Eflay  on 
the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Religion.” 
This  anonymous  performance  irri¬ 
tated  the  philofopher  confiderably, 
and  he  exprefled  his  refentment  in 
terms  that  fhewed  how  much  he 
had  been  hurt  by  the  caftigation. 
The  attachment  manifefted  by  Dr. 
Hurd  to  Bifhop  Warburton,  often 
brought  upon  him  very  illiberal 
cenfures.  About  the  time  of  his 
fi r ft  connection  with  that  great  pre¬ 
late,  he  printed  an  “  Eflay  on  the 
Delicacy  of  Friendfhip,”  in  which 
Dr.  jortin  and  Dr.  Leland  of  Dub¬ 
lin  were  treated  rather  roughly, 
for  their  want  of  due  refpeCi  to  the 
author’s  patron,  Whesi  we  recoi¬ 


led!  the  motives  which  produced 
this  eflay,  we  fee  no  reafon  to 
blame  Dr.  Hurd  ;  his  zeal  for  his 
friend  was  commendable,  though  it 
perhaps  carried  him  rather  beyond 
the  line  of  prudence.  When  re¬ 
flection  operated  on  his  mind,  he 
accordingly  faw  reafon  to  difap- 
prove  of  his  haftinefs,  and,  much 
to  his  honour,  took  great  pains  to 
fupprefs  the  obnoxious  pamphlet. 
It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  better 
if  the  book  had  been  fuffered  to 
fink  into  that  oblivion  which  the 
author  wifned;  as  unfortunately, 
on  his  Lordfhip’s  publifhing  a  large 
and  magnificent  edition  of  his 
friend’s  works  in  1788,  one  of  the 
greateft  fchoiars  of  this  age,  too 
offlcioufly,  perhaps,  and  too  much, 
in  that  very  fpirit  which  he  want¬ 
ed  to  expofe,  reprinted  the  Eflay, 
with  fome  other  ((  TraCts  by  War- 
burton  and  a  Warburtonian.”— 
When  Bifhop  Hurd’s  edition  of 
Warburton’s  works  appeared,  the 
world  was  greatly  disappointed  at 
not  finding  the  long  expeCted  life 
of  rhat  celebrated  character.  This 
afforded  frefh  ground  for  cenfure, 
which  was  by  no  means  fpared. 
In  confequence  of  this  complaint, 
he  printed  a  prefatory  difcourfe, 
by  way  of  introduction  to  the 
work,  containing  a  brief  but  ele¬ 
gant  memoir  of  the  author.  The 
merit  of  the  deceafed  prelate  as  a 
writer  has  been  varioufly  eftimat- 
ed,  and  literary  men  have  gone  into 
oppofite  extremes.  It  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  his  veneration  for 
the  author  of  the  Divine  Legation 
feduced  him  into  exceflive  pane¬ 
gyric,  both  of  the  work  itfelf  and 
the  author,  and  cauftd  him  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  merits  and  the  labours 
of  all  who  differed  from  him  ia 
their  opinions.  With  much  inge¬ 
nuity 
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fruity  in  criticifm,  there  will  be 
difcovered  Tome  unneceffary  re¬ 
finement,  and,  in  this  inftance,  the 
character  of  the  two  prelates  will 
deicend  to  pofterity  as  perfeHIy 
congenial.  As  an  author,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  poffeffed  acute  difcernment, 
found  judgment,  and  general  eru¬ 
dition  ;  but  he  was  alfo  eminently 
diftinguilhed  by  an  elegance  of  man¬ 
ners,  for  which  he  was  not  lefs  in¬ 
debted  to  nature  than  to  his  con- 
fre&ion  with  the  court. 

July  7.  In  Charlotte- ftreet, 
Berkeley.fquare,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Anne  Womhwell,  wife  of 
Sir  George  Womb  well,  and  fecond 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Fau- 
conberg. 

14.  Anne,  the  Lady  of  Sir  Fre¬ 
deric  Eden. 

27.  John  Thomas  de  Burgh, 
thirteenth  Earl  of  Chnricard. 

3  t .  The  dowager  Lady  Dunbar, 

At  Brighton,  the  Right  Hon. 
Henrietta  Laura  Pulteney,  countefs 
of  Bath,  Vifcountefs  Pulteney,  and 
Baronefs  of  Haydon,  in  her  own 
right.  Her  ladylhip  was  married 
in  179410  Sir  James  Murray,  now 
Sir  James  Pulteney,  by  whom  fhe 
had  no  iffue.  She  has  left  to  Sir 
James  Pulteney  the  income,  for  his 
life,  of  all  her  perfonal  property, 
amounting  to  near  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  After  his  de- 
ceafe,  this  immenfe  property  is  be¬ 
queathed  to  her  coufin,  who  was 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Markham, 
fon  to  the  late  Archbifhop  of  York. 
That  lady,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Sutton,  was  divorced  fome 
years  ago  from  her  hufband,  and 
has  lived,  during  feveral  years, 
principally  under  Lady  Bath’s  pro¬ 
tection.  The  fortune  is  to  defeend 
to  her  children  by  Mr.  Markham. 
Sir  John  Johnfton,  the  Earl  of  Dar¬ 
lington,  and  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  ail 


inherit  very  conGderable  eftates. 
Her  Ladyfnip’s  remains  were  in¬ 
terred  in  the  weft  cloiftersof  Weft- 
minfter-abbey. 

Auguft  1 .  At  his  father’s  houfe, 
in  Lower  Grofvenor. ftreet,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Churchill,  who  fig- 
nalized  himfeif  in  fo  many  engage® 
ments  in  Flanders,  and  in  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  where  he  had  a  chief  com® 
mand  for  many  years. 

Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  filler 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
of  the  Countefs  dowager  of  Pem¬ 
broke*  Her  Ladylhip  was  firft 
coufin  to  Aubrey,  fifth  Duke  of  St, 
Albans, father  of  the  prefent  Duke, 
and  of  Lord  William,  the  prefent 
High  Sheriff  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln.  She  was'  firft  married  in 
1 75 7,  to  Frederick  St.  John,  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolingbroke,  from  whom 
fine  was  divorced  in  1 7 68,  and  mar® 
ried  fecondiy,  in  176S,  the  Hon. 
Topham  Beauclerc  (fon  of  Lord 
Sydney  Beauclerc,  and  grandfon 
of  the  firft  Duke  of  St.  Albans), 
well  known  by  his  intimacy  with 
Dr.  Johnfon,  Edmund  Burke,  and 
other  men  of  learning  and  genius 
of  his  time.  He  died  in  March 
1  7S0. 

10.  Matthew  Richard  Onflow, 
Efq.  eldeft  fon  of  admiral  Sic 
Richard  0.  Bart. 

14.  In  Devonshire-  place,  the 
Lady  of  Sir  Charles  Roufe  Bough- 
ton,  Bart. 

19.  James  Camming,  Efq.  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

26,  At  his  feat,  Northampton- 
court,  Gloucefterfhlre,  the  Hon. 
and  Right  Rev.  James  Yorke, 
L.L.  D.  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Addenbrook’s  hofpital, 
and  vifttor  of  Jefus,  St.  John’s,  and 
Peter’s,  colleges,  Cambridge.  His 
Lordfhip  was  uncle  to  the  Earl  of 
Hardwicke,  and  was  in  his  78th 
*  L  a  year* 
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year.  He  was  the  youngeft  and 
only  furviving  Ton  of  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  who  has  been  named  the  Great 
Lord  Hardwicke.  He  was  fuccef- 
fivelv  appointed  to  the  deanery  of 
Lincoln,  and  the  bifhoprics  of  St. 
David's,  Gloucefter,  and  Ely,  the 
laft  of  which  he  held  twenty- 
feven  years.  His  Lordlhip  was 
affeftionately  loyal  to  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  politely  attentive  to  his 
equals,  and  kindly  interefted  for 
the  welfare  of  his  inferiors.  It  is 
almoft  unneceflary  to  mention, 
among  fo  many  inftances  of  his  dif- 
interefted  fenfe  of  duty,  that  the 
mafterlhip  of  Jefus  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  was  offered  to  the  late  Dr. 
Paley  without  folicitation;  and  that 
during  his  fuperintendance,  by  ex- 
ample  and  exhortation,  to  the  cler¬ 
gy  of  the  diocefe,  efpecially  with 
refpeft  to  reiidence,  the  Ifle  of  Ely 
had  much  improved  in  morals,  in 
focial  order,  and  in  general  felicity. 
His  Lordlhip  has  left  a  widow, 
wliofe  affiiftion  will  doubtlefs  be 
mitigated  by  the  recollection  of 
his  having  been  an  affeftionate 
companion  during  a  long  courfe 
of  years,  employed  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  ufeful  virtue  and  charita¬ 
ble  piety  ;  alfo  numerous  rela¬ 
tives  and  defcendants,  by  whom  he 
will  ever  be  regretted,  and  a  me. 
inqry  worthy  of  the  dignified  fitu- 
ation  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
lived  to  his  lateft  hour  with  the 
confolation  and  the  tranquillity  of 
a  patriarch.  He  fucceeded  to  the 
fee  oi  St.  David's  in  1774,  was 
tranfiated  to  Gloucefter  in  1779, 
and  in  1781  to  that  of  Ely,  on  the 
death  of  Dr.  Keene. 

24.  At  Gosford,  aged  87,  th 
Light  Hon.  Francis  Charteris 
Wemyfs,  Earl  of  Wemyfs. 

,  At  Worthing,  Lady  William 
Rufiell, 


29.  In  Gloucefter-place,  Cathe¬ 
rine,  2d  daughter  of  Lieut. -Gene¬ 
ral  Lord  Forbes,  aged  eight  years 
and  five  months. 

Sept.  12.  At  Richmond,  Mrs. 
Denn,  widow  of  the  late  James 
Denn,  Efq.  and  mother  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Beauchamp. 

13.  Lady  Anne  Rich,  of  Beau- 
mont-ftreet,  Devonlhi re- place,  wi¬ 
dow  of  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Rich, 
Bart. 

At  her  feat,  at  Lee  in  Kent, 
Gertrude  Brand,  Baronefs  Dacre, 
relift  of  Thomas  Brand,  Efq* 
of  the  Hoo,  in  Hertfordfhire, 
who  died  in  February,  1794.  Her 
Lady fhip fucceeded  her  brother,  the 
Hon.  Charles  Trevor  Roper,  the 
lateLordDacre,in  July,  1794;  and 
is  now  fucceeded  by  her  eldeft  fon, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Brand,  M.  P.  for 
Hertfordfhire.  No  wife  more  fin. 
cerely  regretted  the  lofs  of  an  af¬ 
fectionate  hulband  than  her  Lady- 
(hip.  When  at  Lee,  Ihe,  every 
evening,  unattended,  vifited  his 
tomb,  and  filed  tears  to  his  me¬ 
mory.  Her  life  was  a  continued 
feene  of  benevolence  and  charity  ; 
and  her  memory  will  long  be  che- 
riftied  by  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan.  She  was  in  her  58th  year. 

At  her  houfe,  in  James-ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  in  the  45th  year  of 
her  age,  the  Hon.  Mifs  Trefufis, 
fifter  to  the  late  and  aunt  to  the 
prefent  Lord  Clinton.  Of  her 
tafte  and  genius  the  public  have 
feen  a  fpecimen,  in  fame  pieces  of 
poetry  juft  publifhed. 

At  Hagley,  Worcefteriliire,  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Lord  Lyttelton,  Baron 
of  Frankley,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cefter,  alfo  Baron  Wefcote  of  Be- 
larnare,  in  the  county  of  Longford, 
Ireland,  and  an  Engiifh  Baronet. 
His  Lordlhip  was  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton,  Bart,  and 

was 
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was  born  in  January  1725.  Soon 
after  he  came  of  age,  he  was  elect¬ 
ed  member  of  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Bewdley.  Jn  1755  he 
was  appointed  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  and  afterwards  of  Ja¬ 
maica;  and  in  1766  envoy  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Lifbon.  On  his  return  to 
England ,  he  was  again  elefted  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bewdley,  and  in  ^bbere- 
ated  a  peer  of  Ireland,  and  foon 
afterwards  conftituted  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury.  In 
1794,  the  Engiifh  peerage  of  Lyt¬ 
telton  of  Frankley,  extinft  by  the 
deceafe  of  his  nephew,  to  thegreater 
part  of  whofe  eftates  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded,  was  revived  in  his  favour. 
His  lordfhip  married  in  June  1761, 
Mary,  daughter  and  co-heirefs  of 
James  Macartney,  Efq.  in  Ireland. 
By  this  lady,  who  died  in  1765,  he 
bad  a  daughter,  Hefter,  married  to 
Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  Bart,  and 
two  fons,  George  Fulke  and  Charles 
Adam,  deceafed.  His  Lordfhip 
married  fecondly,  in  1774,  Caro¬ 
line  daughter  of  John  Briflow, 
Efq.  by  whom  he  has  had  feveral 
children,  of  whom  only  two  have 
furvived  him,  viz.  Caroline  Anne, 
married  to  the  Right.  Hon.  R.  P. 
Carew  ;  and  William  Henry,  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Worcelter.  His  Lordfhip  is 
fucceeded  in  his  honours  and  ellates 
by  his  eldeft  fon,  George  bulke, 
now  Lord  Lyttelton. 

16.  Peter  Ifaac  Thellufon,  Ba¬ 
ron  Rendldham. 

InPark-ftreet,  the  Dowager  Lady 
Middleton,  77.  She  was  daughter 
and  co-heirefs  of  George  Cart¬ 
wright,  Efq.  of  Offington,  in  Not- 
tinghamfhire,  and  has  left  four 
children,  Lord  Middleton  and  three 
daughters ;  the  Countefs  of  Scarbo¬ 


rough,  the  Hon,  Mrs.  Langley* 
and  the  Hon.  Mrs,  Biddulph. 

Oft.  8.  In  the  rules  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  Captain  E.  A. 
Caulfield,  late  of  the  ift  Guards, 
whofe  appearance  on  the  ftage,  and 
the  erim.  con.  aftion,  brought 
againft  him  by  Captain  Chambers, 
are  fubjefts  of  general  notoriety. 
For  the  damages  given  in  that  ac¬ 
tion,  he  had  been  confined  feveral 
years.  Captain  C.  was  nearly  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Earl  ol  Chariemont  ; 
and,  by  his  mother’s  fide,  grand- 
fon  to  James  Lord  Ruthven  ;  he 
was  alfo  nearly  connefted  with  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Bute,  Lord 
Elphinilone,  and  feveral  other  an¬ 
cient  families. 

Nov.  3.  Ifabella,  Countefs  of 
Errol. 

10.  At  his  feat  in  Berkfhire, 
the  right  honourable  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  lord  Dorchefter,  knight  of 
the  bath,  a  general  in  the  army, 
colonel  of  the  4th  or  Queen’s  own 
Dragoons,  governor  of  Fort  Char¬ 
iemont  in  Ireland,  and  governor- 
general  and  commander  in  chief  in 
Canada.  This  veteran  foldier  was 
one  of  the  oldeft  officers  in  the 
Britifh  army.  He  was  defeended 
from  an  ancient  family  reliding 
many  ages  at  Carleton,  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  whence  the  furvivors  re¬ 
moved  into  Ireland  :  of  the  family, 
three  brothers,  who  efpoufed  the 
royal  caufe  in  the  17  th  century, 
loft  their  lives  at  the  battle  of 
Marfton-Moor.  A  fourth,  who  fur¬ 
vived  the  Reftoration,  was  reward¬ 
ed  for  his  loyalty  with  the  bifhop- 
ric  of  Briftol.  Fiom  this  prelate  his 
lordfhip  was  direftly  defeended. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  1722,  and 
at  an  early  period  entered  into  the 
Guards,  in  which  corps  he  conti¬ 
nued  until  the  year  1748,  when  he 
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was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  of  the  7 2d  regiment.  Upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  feven  years 
war,  his  profeflional  knowledge 
was  put  to  an  honourable  tell.  In 
1758  he  embarked  with  general 
Amherft  for  the  fiege  of  Louis- 
burgh,  where  his  active  exertions 
obtained  him  confiderable  reputa¬ 
tion.  In  the  next  year  he  was  at 
the  fiege  of  Quebec,  under  the 
ImmortalWolfe  ;  where  his  import¬ 
ant  fer vices  did  not  efcape  the  no¬ 
tice  of  his  fuperiors.  He  was  ftn- 
gled  out  as  a  proper  officer,  to  be 
detached  with  an  adequate  force,  to 
fecure  a  poll  on  the  weftern  point 
of  the  Ifle  d’Orleans,  a  fervice 
which  he  effedfually  performed. 
Some  time  after  he  was  again  de¬ 
tached  to  diflodge  the  French  from 
Pointau-Tremble,  20  milesdiftant 
from  Quebec,  where  he  was  equal¬ 
ly  fuccefsful.  The  next  fervice  in 
which  colonel  Carleton  was  en¬ 
gaged,  was  at  the  fiege  of  Belleille, 
where  he  adled  in  the  capacity  of 
brigadier-general,  having  been  ho¬ 
noured  with  that  rank  on  the  fpot 
on  which  he  received  his  firft  wound 
from  the  enemy.  The  public  dif- 
patches  ol  general  Hodgfon,  who 
commanded  on  this  expedition, 
fpoke  in  terms  highly  flattering  of 
the  conduct  of  the  brigadier.  In 
February,  1762,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army, 
snd  foon  afterwards  he  embarked 
for  the  fiege  of  the  Havannah.  In 
this  arduous  enterprize  our  hero  had 
bis  full  fhare  of  honourable  toil. 
On  the  joth  of  June  he  was  de¬ 
tached  from  the  camp  into  the 
woods  between  Coximar  and  the 
Moro,  with  a  body  of  light  infan¬ 
try  and  grenadiers,  who  invefted 
the  Moro  Caftle  ;  on  the  nth,  he. 
parried  the  Spanilb  redoubt  upon 


Moro  Hill,  eftablifhing  a  poft 
there  ;  but  again  he  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  receive  a  wound.  Many 
officers,  however,  thought  them- 
felves  fully  compenfated  for  thefe 
accidents,  and  for  their  ineeffant 
fatigues,  by  the  ample  fums  of 
prize-money  they  fliared  after  their 
conqueft.  The  peace  which  took 
place  after  the  end  of  this  cam¬ 
paign  interrupted  the  career  of  this 
afpiring  foldier,  and  he  remained 
feveral  years  without  any  opportu¬ 
nity  of  exerting  his  military  talents. 

Fie  was  not,  however,  altogether 
idle  ;  when  the  late  general  Murray 
was  recalled  from  Quebec,  he  was 
appointed  lieutenant-governor  of 
that  province  ;  and  when  it  was 
determined  that  the  general  fhould 
not  return,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  government  in  his  room  ;  and 
he  continued  in  this  ftation  for 
many  years.  In  1772  he  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  rank  of  major-ge¬ 
neral  in  the  army,  and  appointed  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  47  th  regiment  of  foot. 
In  addition  to  thefe  favours  confer¬ 
red  on  him  by  his  fovereign,  he  had 
the  happinefs  to  receive  the  hand  of 
lady  Mary  Howard-,  After  to  the 
late  earl  of  Effingham.* — When  the 
conteft  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  colonies  began  to 
wear  a  ferious  afpedf,  the  miniftry 
called  on  general  Carleton  for  his 
advice;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  it 
was  upon  his  fuggeftions  they 
brought  forward  the  celebrated 
Quebec  bill.  During  the  agitation 
of  this  meafure  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  general  was  exa¬ 
mined  at  the  bar,  and  his  evidence 
fatisfying  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  of 
the  expediency  of  the  meafure,  it 
tended  of  courfe  to  accelerate  its 
adoption.  After  the  paffmg  of  the 
Quebec  bill*  he  immediately  re¬ 
paired 
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paired  to  his  government,  and  had 
a  difficult  talk  to  perform.  He  had 
few  troops  in  the  province,  and 
one  of  the  firft  attempts  made  by 
the  Americans  was,  with  a  powerful 
army,  to  gain  pofTeflion  of  it. 
They  had  furpriied  Ticonderago 
and  Crown  Point.  General  Carle- 
ton  formed  a  plan  for  the  recovery 
of  thefe  polls  ;  but  for  want  of 
Britifh  troops,  and  the  cordial  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Canadians,  his  de- 
fign  failed.  The  general  had  alfo 
the  mortification  to  be  defeated  in 
the  field,  and  it  was  not  without 
great  difficulty  and  addrefs  that  he 
efcaped  in  a  whale  boat  into  the 
town  of  Quebec.  Here  his  energy 
of  mind  became  confpicuous  ;  being 
almoft  deftitute  of  regular  troops, 
he  trained  the  inhabitants  to  arms, 
and  foon  put  the  place  in  fuch  a 
pofture  of  defence  as  to  defeat  ge¬ 
neral  Montgomery  in  his  attempt  to 
ftorm  it,  although  that  brave  officer 
led  the  forlorn  hope  in  perfon.  In 
the  firft  difcharge  of  a  well-diredled 
fire  from  the  Britifh  battery,  that 
intrepid  American  fell,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  his  men.  The 
affaiiants,  thus  deprived  of  their 
gallant  leader,  paufed,  but  did  not 
retreat,  and  they  fuftained  a  gal¬ 
ling  fire  for  half  an  hour  longer 
from  cannon  and  mufquetry,  be¬ 
fore  they  finally  withdrew  from  the 
attack.  Quebec  was  thus  pre- 
ferved  till  the  arrival  of  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  England.  As  foon  as 
he  had  received  thefe,  he  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  province,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  revenge  for  his  pre¬ 
vious  difappointments.  For  this 
purpofe  he  endeavoured  to  engage 
the  Indians  in  the  Englifti  intereft  ; 
but, from  the  well-known  humanity 
of  his  difpofition,  we  have  reafon 
to  conclude,  he  never  approved  of 


the  fhocking  enormities  which  they 
perpetrated  when  not  under  his 
perfonal  obfervation.  He  advanced 
with  a  powerful  army  towards  the 
lakes ;  to  obtain  the  complete  com¬ 
mand  of  which,  it  became  necefla- 
ry  to  equip  fome  armed  veffels, 
which  had  been  conftrucied  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  this  work  took  up  fo 
much  time,  that  the  feafon  was  far 
advanced  before  they  were  com¬ 
pleted.  When  this  was  done,  he 
immediately  attacked  the  American 
flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  under 
the  command  of  general  Arnold, 
and  totally  defeated  it ;  but  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon  obliged  him 
to  abandon  further  operations,  and 
to  return  into  Canada  for  winter 
quarters.-— -It  was  expe&ed  that  ge¬ 
neral  Carleton  would  have  been 
employed  in  the  enfuing  campaign, 
but  it  is  believed  he  declined  fo  ha¬ 
zardous  a  fervice,  with  the  fmall 
number  of  troops  that  were  al¬ 
lowed.  The  fate  of  general  Bur- 
goyne  under  that  forefeet)  difad- 
vantage,  juftified  general  Carleton's 
refufal.  On  Burgoyne’s  arrival  to 
fuperfede  him,  general  Carleton 
evinced  no  cenfurable  jealoufy  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  exerted  himfelf  to 
the  utmoft,  to  enable  his  fuccefibr 
to  take  the  field  to  advantage.  He 
then  refigned  his  government  to  ge¬ 
neral  Halaimand,  and  returned  to 
England,  where  his  merit,  in  fo 
ably  and  effe&ually  defending  Que¬ 
bec,  procured  him  a  red  ribbon. 
In  1781  he  was  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  in  America,  and  on  his 
arrival  at  New  York,  he  began  and 
completed  many  excellent  reforms. 
He  broke  up  the  band  of  American 
loyalifts,  whofe  condutt  had  given 
umbrage  to  the  well-difpofed.  He 
.checked  the  profufe  and  ufelefs  ex¬ 
penditure 
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penditure  of  money  in  feveral  de¬ 
partments,  and  reftrained  the  ra¬ 
pacity  of  the  commiffaries ;  he  had 
the  credit  alfo  of  having  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  foften  the  ri¬ 
gours  of  war,  and  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  Americans*  In  this 
fituation  he  continued  until  peace 
was  eflablifiied  between  the  two 
countries,  when,  after  an  interview 
with  general  Walhington,  he  eva¬ 
cuated  New  York,  and  returned  to 
England,  During  his  refidcnce  in 
London  before  his  laft  appoint¬ 
ment,  he  afled  as  one  of  the  com- 
raiffioners  of  public  accounts.  He 
retained  the  command  of  the  47  th 
regiment  of  foot  until  1790,  when 
he  was  promoted  to  that  of  the  15  th 
dragoons,  which  he  held  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  It  having  been  re- 
folved  to  put  the  Britiih  poffeffions 
In  North  America  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  governor-general,  fir  Guy 
Carleton,  now  created  lord  Dor- 
chefter,  was  appointed  to  that 
powerful  and  important  office, 
having  under  his  authority  all  the 
northern  fettlements,  except  New¬ 
foundland.  In  this  fituation  and 
government  he  remained  feveral 
years,  ftill  acquiring  frefn  reputa¬ 
tion.  Since  his  return  to  England, 
his  lordlhip  has  led  a  very  retired 
life,  chiefly  refiding  in  the  country. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title  and 
eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon  Thomas,  a 
general  in  the  army,  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor  of  New  Brunfwick,  and 
colonel  enfecond.  of  the  60th  foot. 

1 1 .  At  Bath,  fir  Henry  Paulet 
St.  John  Mildmay,  bart.  M.  P. 
for  the  county  of  Hants,  aged  43. 
He  was  the  fon  of  the  late  fir 
Henry  Paulet,  who  was  created 
a  baronet  in  1772,  and  whom 
he  fucceeded  in  1784.  The  ad¬ 
dition  of  Mildmay  was  made  in 
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confequence  of  his  marriage  to  a 
Hampfhire  heirefs  of  that  name, 
who  furvives  him,  and  by  whom 
he  has  left  fifteen  children.  Sir 
Henry  firft  came  into  parliament 
for  Weftbury,  in  Wiltfhire,  in 
1796,  and  was  eledied  for  the 
city  of  Winchefler  in  1802.  At 
the  general  eledfion  in  1806,  he 
was  almofi;  unanimoufiy  called  for¬ 
ward  by  a  very  large  meeting,  held 
at  Chichefter,  to  join  Mr.  Chute, 
in  oppofition  to  the  other  candi¬ 
dates,  Mr.  Thiftlethwaite  and  the 
hon  Wm.  Herbert.  In  this  con- 
tefi,  after  an  arduous  ftruggle,  he 
was  unfuccefsful  j  but,  as  he  ener¬ 
getically  expreffed  himfelf  in  his 
addrefs  at  the  clofe  of  the  eledfion, 
“  defeated  but  not  difmayed,  and 
when  the  hour  of  honourable  ftrug- 
gle  fhall  again  arrive,  I  fhall  be 
found  at  my  poft."  This  pledge 
he  redeemed  at  the  enfuing  conteft, 
in  the  following  year,  when  he  and 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Chute,  were 
both  returned  by  a  very  large  ma¬ 
jority,  after  one  day’s  poll.  We 
need  offer  no  other  panegyric  than 
what  is  contained  in  the  addrefs  of 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  of¬ 
fered  himfelf  as  a  candidate  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  and  who  declares,  that 
(i  though  he  had  been  oppofed  to 
him  in  political  differences,  he  ever 
refpe&ed  his  talents  and  his  vir¬ 
tue^.  ”  Sir  Henry  certainly  injured 
a  naturally  tender  conftitution  by 
his  great  exertions  at  both  thefe 
contefts,  and  his  unwearied  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  laborious  duties  of  a 
conftant  attendance  in  parliament* 
The  conduct  of  fir  Henry,  as  a 
member  of  the  legiflative  body,  has 
been  diftinguifhed  for  manly  inde¬ 
pendence.  In  1796,  he  voted  for 
a  cenfure  on  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  col¬ 
leagues,  for  the  particular  meafure 
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of  voting  fubfidies  without  the 
knowledge  of  parliament ;  but  in 
1802,  when  that  flatefman  was  out 
of  office,  he  oppofed  thofe  who 
wilhed  to  criminate  his  conduct, 
and  boldly  aflerted  his  belief, 
*‘that  toWilliam  Pitt,  England  was 
indebted  for  the  prefervation  of  her 
laws  and  religion,  and  the  king  for 
the  crown  which  he  then  wore.” 
He  concluded  with  moving  an 
amendment,  containing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  ex-minifter,  for  his 
pre-eminent  fervices  to  the  country, 
which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
159. — In  1803,  fir  Henry  made 
fome  remarks  on  the  delay  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  navy,  in  re- 
fpeCl  to  their  reports,  and  adduced 
the  cafe  of  Mr,  Taylor,  a  block- 
maker  and  contractor,  who  had 
been  difcharged,  as  one  of  great 
hardfhipto  an  individual.  In  1803, 
he  alfo  objected  to  fome  of  the 
provifions  in  the  new  income  tax 
bill.  In  1804,  he  voted  with  fir 
John  Wrottelley,  on  the  motion 
of  the  latter,  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  conduCt  of  the  government  du¬ 
ring  the  infurreCtion  in  Dublin  ;  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  propofition  re. 
lative  to  theftate  of  our  naval  force, 
and  of  Mr.  Fox’s  motion  for  a  re- 
trofpeCtive  inquiry  into  the  provi. 
fions  for  our  national  defence. 
When  lord  Melville’s  conduct  came 
under  the  review  of  the  houfe,  he 
was  one  of  thofe  who  voted  for  re¬ 
ferring  it  to  the  decilion  of  a  feleCl 
committee;  and  afterwards  fat  in 
the  committee  of  twenty-one,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  the  tenth  report 
of  the  naval  commiffioners.  In 
the  fame  year  fir  Henry  appeared 
in  the  chara&er  of  an  author,  in 
the  re-publication,  in  feven  o&avo 
volumes,  of  The  Light  of  Nature 
jPurfued,  by  Abraham  Tucker,  efq. 
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which  he  revifed  and  corre  cted, with 
the  addition  of  fome  account  of  the 
author. — Sir  Henry  generally  re- 
fided  at  Dagmersfield  Park,  near 
Odiham,  Hamplhire,  and  com.t 
manded  the  Dagmersfield  Volun¬ 
teers.  His  hofpitality  was  open 
and  liberal,  like  his  manners ;  and 
his  humanity  was  evinced  by  his 
vifits  to  the  various  jails  of  the  me-  * 
tropolis,  in  company  with  the  be. 
nevolent  Nield,  and  his  munificent 
donations  to  the  poor.  The  com¬ 
plaint  that  proved  fatal  was  a  dif. 
eafe  of  the  liver,  with  which  he  had 
been  long  aiHiCled,  and  which  he 
endured  with  manly  firmnefs  and 
patient  refignation.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  titles  and  eftates, 
computed  at  the  annual  value  of 
25,000k  by  his  eldeft  fon  Henry, 
22  years  of  age. 

28.  Sir  Richard  Hill. 

29.  Thomas  Panton,  Efq.  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  late  Duchefs  of  An- 
caller. 

Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pafley, 
Bart. 

Dec.  5.  Anna  Maria,  Baronefs 
Forefter,  whofe  title  devolved  on 
the  Hon.  J.  Grim  (Ion,  M.  P.  eldelf 
fon  of  Lord  Grimllon. 

4.  Hon.  Henrietta  Sophia 
Phipps,  eldeft  daughter  of  Lord 
Mulgrave. 

Henry  Arundel,  eighth  Lord 
Arundel  of  Wardour,  and  a  Count 
of  the  holy  Roman  Empire. 

22.  The  Dowager  Lady  Shelly. 

30.  Alan  Lord  Gardner,  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

James  Bucknal  Grimllon,  Lord 
Verulam,  Vifcount  Grimllon. 

SHERIFFS  appointed  by  bis  Mav 
jefty  in  Council for  the  year  1808. 

Bedford/birey  Richard  Orlebar, 
of  Puddington,  Efq. 


Berk~ 
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Berljhire ,  Wm.  Congreve  of 
Aldermafton,  Efq. 

Bucks,  Rich.  Dayrell,  of  Sil- 
lingftone,  Efq,, 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon ,  Sir 
H.  Peyton,  of  Ernneth,  Bart. 

Chejhire ,  C.  Trelawney  Brere- 
ten,  of  Snotwich  Park,  Efq. 

Cumberland ,  Thomas  Irvine,  of 
*  Juftice  Town,  Efq. 

Derbgjhire ,  poftponed. 

De<vonfhire,  Sir  H.  Carew,  of 
Haccombe,  Bart. 

Dorfet/hire ,  Nicholas  Charles 
Daniel,  ©f  Upway,  Efq. 

EJfex,  John  Coggan,  of  Wan- 
Head,  Efq. 

Gloucejlerjhire ,  Sir  Thos.  Craw¬ 
ley  Bowey,  of Flaxley-abbey,  Bart. 

Herefordjhire ,  Samuel  Pepioe,  of 
Garnftone,  Efq. 

Hertfordjbire ,  James  Smith,  of 
Alhlyn’s  Hill,  Elq. 

Kent,  Charles  Milner,  of  Pref- 
ton  Park,  Efq. 

Leicefterjhire ,  G.  Finch  Simp- 
fon,  of  Launde  Abbey,  Efq. 

Lincolnjhire ,  the  Hon.  W.  Beau- 
clerk,  of  Radbourne. 

Monmouthjhire ,  Wm.  Morgan, 
of  Hamhilad,  Efq. 

Norfolk ,  J.  Thornton  Mott,  of 
Barmingham,  Efq. 

Northamptcn/hire,  G.  Fleet 
Evans,  of  Saxton,  Efq. 

Northumberland,  Cuthbert  EUR 
fon,  of  Broomhoufe,  Efq. 

Nottingham/hire,  J.  Manners 
Sutton,  of  Kelham,  Efq. 

Oxfordshire,  The  Hon. T.  Parker, 
of  Enfnarn  Hall. 

Rutland  fire,  Thos.  Bryan,  of 
Stoke,  Efq. 

Shropshire ,  Ralph  B.  Wyld 
Browne,  of  Coyghley,  Efq. 


Somerfetfhire ,  C.  Hemeys  Tynte, 
of  Halefwell,  Efq. 

Stajfordfhire ,  poftponed. 

Southampton ,  George  Hanbury 
Michel!,  of  Titch field  Lodge,  Efq. 

Suffolk,  J.  Vernon,  of  Nafton, 
Efq. 

Surrey ,  James  Mangles,  of 

Woodbridge,  Efq 

Suffex,  W,  Stanford,  of  Refton, 
Efq. 

War'wickfbire ,  poftponed. 

Wiltjkire ,  J.  Holton,  of  Grittle- 
ton,  Efq. 

Worceferfhire ,  Sir  J.  Packington, 
of  Weft  wood,  Efq. 

I  or kf hire,  Wm.  Jofeph  Denni- 
fon,  of  Ay  ton,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon ,  poftponed. 

Cardigan ,  Morgan  Jones,  of 
Panthyrlis,  Efq. 

Caermarthen ,  Morgan  Price 
Lloyd,  of  Glanfevin,  Efq. 

Glamorgan,  Hon,  Wm.  Booth 
Grey,  of  Dufffyn. 

Pembroke,  John  Henfiergh  Al¬ 
len,  of  Carfelty,  Efq. 

Radnor,  Thos.  Thomas,  of  Pon- 
kerrig,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefea,  Edward  Jones,  of 
Cromlech,  Efq. 

Carnarvonfhire ,  Robert  Thomas 
Carreg,  of  Carreg,  Efq. 

Denbigh/hire ,  R.  Henry  Kenrick, 
of  Nanlewydd,  Efq. 

Flinfhire ,  T,  Lloyd,  of  Tre- 
bierdd,  Efq. 

Merioneth,  Lewis  Price  Edwards, 
of  Tolgarth,  Efq. 

Montgomeryfhire ,  R,  Knight,  of 
Gwernygoe,  Efq. 


APPENDIX 


C  *155  ] 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE, 


Admiralty. Office,  Jan .  iG . 
Copies  of  Letters  travfmitted  by  Vice 
Admiral  Douglas. 

Ariadne ,  Jan.  y,  Huntly  Foot , 
IV.  S.W,  ii  leagues . 

tc  Sir, 

HAVE  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  that  this  morn¬ 
ing,  being  off  Huntly  Cliff  about 
four  leagues,  I  obferved  one  of  his 
majefly’s  brigs  to  the  feuthward  ; 
at  ten  A.M.  fhe  bore  up  and  made 
fail  to  the  eaflward,  and  we  per¬ 
ceived  her  to  be  in  purfuit  of  a 
lugger.  We  immediately  joined 
in  the  chafe,  keeping  the  wind  of 
the  enemy,  and  at  one  P.M.  having 
clofed  within  gun-fhot,  we  had  the 
pleafure  to  fee  the  lugger  furrender 
to  his  majefty’s  brig  Ringdove, 
which  was  nearer  to  the  chafe  than 
the  Ariadne,  and  had  fired  feveral 
(hot  at  her.  She  is  a  French  lugger 
'  letter  of  marque  (Le  Trente  et 
Ouarante)  commanded  by  monfieur 
Fanqueux,  carrying  16  guns,  6  and 
9. pounders,  14  of  which  were 
mounted,  with  a  complement  of 
66  men,  65  on  board;  has  been 
1 6  days  from  Dunkirk,  and  had 
not  made  any  capture.  She  is  one 
of  the  largeft  luggers  out  of  France, 
and  a  very  fine  veffel,  only  three 
months  off  the  (locks,  well  found, 
and  I  think  fit  for  his  majefiy’s 
fervice,  I  have  fent  her  to  Yar¬ 
mouth, 

A.  Far2^har,*# 


Ariadne ,  June  8,  Huntly  Foot s 
W.N.W.  6  leagues » 

i(  Sir, 

u  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that, 
after  the  capture  of  Le  Trente  et 
Quarante,  we  flood  during  the 
night  to  Flambro’ Head ;  and  at 
day-light  this  morning  another 
lugger  was  difcovered  in  the 
W.N.W,  to  which  we  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  chafe:  having,  at  the 
fame  time,  made  the  fignal  No.  3, 
to  the  Ringdove,  which  was  in 
company.  Soon  after  eight  we 
obferved  the  lugger  was  chafed  by 
two  brigs,  one  of  which  proved  to 
be  his  majefty’s  brig  Sappho,  and 
the  other  belonging  to  the  excife, 
called  the  Royal  George,  com¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Curry,  and  to 
whom  the  lugger  furrendered  at 
about  a  quarter  before  ten  A.M,  - 
and  I  have  fatisfadfion  in  adding 
that  credit  is  due  to  Mr,  Curry  for 
the  capture,  although,  from  the 
fituation  of  his  majefly’s  veffelss 
her  efcape  was  impoflible.  The 
prize  is  a  French  lugger  L'Egle, 
commanded  by  monfieur  Olivier, 
16  guns  mounted,  3  and  4-poun¬ 
ders,  and  a  complement  of  56  men ; 
left  Dunkirk  9  days  ago,  has  made 
one  capture,  the  brig  Gabriel,  of 
Yarmouth  (in  ballaft),  which  (be 
took  laft  night  off  Scarborough, 
and  fcuttlcd  her.  I  faw  her  Hill 
above  water  this  morning,  and 
ordered  the  Ringdove  to  examine 

her; 
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lier ;  and  captain  Andrews  has 
lince  reported  to  me,  that  the 
Gabriel  was  finking  fo  fail  as  to 
make  it  impofiible  to  fave  her  ;  the 
mailer  and  crew  were  found  on 
board  L’Egle  lugger,  which  I 
have  ordered  to  Yarmouth  with 
the  other  prize,  and  purpofe  feeing 
them  in  fafety  to  that  port. 

A.  Farouhar,” 

D owning- flreet,  Jazz.  20. 

Extract  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Major. 
General  Beresford  to  V if  count  Cas¬ 
tle  reagh,  dated  Madeira ,  Funchal, 
December  29. 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to 
communicate  to  your  lordfhip  the 
furrender  of  the  ifland  of  Madeira, 
on  the  24th  inft.  to  his  majefty’s 
arms. — We  had,  previoufly  to  the 
Ihips  coming  to  anchor,  fent  to  the 
governor  to  furrender  the  ifland  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  offering  the 
terms  we  were  authorized;  which 
were  acceded  to.  The  troops  were 
immediately  landed ;  and  before 
dark  were  in  pofl'effion  of  all  the 
forts,  and  had  the  3d  and  nth 
regiments  encamped  with  their 
field-pieces,  a  little  to  the  weft  of 
the  town.  In  regard  to  unanimity 
and  co-operation,  it  is  fufficient  to 
fay,  it  was  fir  Samuel  Hood,  I  had 
to  aft  with ;  and  the  objedt,  the 
iervice  of  his  country  *  His  ardent 
zeal  communicated  to  all  the  fame 
fentiments;  and  the  utmoft  unani¬ 
mity  prevailed. — I  have  the  fulleft 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  zeal 
and  ardour  of  all  the  officers  and 
troops  under  my  orders. — I  have 
the  honour  to  enclofe  the  articles 
of  capitulation  which  have  been 
2greed  upon.- — Captain  Murphy 
of  the  38th  regiment,  brigadier- 
major  to  the  forces,  will  be  the 


bearer,  and  can  communicate  any 
further  particulars  your  lordfhip 
may  be  defirous  of  knowing ;  and 
I  humbly  recommend  him  to  his 
majefty ’s  moft  gracious  confidera- 
tion. 

TERMS  OF  CAPITULATION. 

Art.  I.  That  on  the  figning  of 
the  prefent  treaty,  the  ifland  of 
Madeira  and  its  dependencies  ftiall 
be  delivered  up  to  the  commanders 
of  his  Britannic  majefty’s  forces, 
and  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  his 
faid  majefty,  with  all  the  rights 
and  privileges,  and  jurifdidtions, 
which  heretofore  belonged  to  the 
crown  of  Portugal. — II.  That  it  is 
agreed  that  the  faid  ifland  {hall  be 
evacuated  and  re-delivered  to  the 
prince  regent  of  Portugal,  or  to  his 
heirs  and  fuccefiors,  when  the  free 
ingrefs  and  egrefs  to  the  ports  of 
Portugal  and  its  colonies  {hall  be 
re-eftablifhed  as  heretofore;  and 
when  the  fovereignty  of  Portugal 
fhall  be  emancipated  from  the  con- 
troul  or  influence  of  France.— 
III.  For  the  prefent  the  arms  and 
ammunition  of  all  kinds  to  be  de¬ 
livered  and  placed  under  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Britifh. — IV.  Public 
property  {hall  be  refpe&ed,  and  re- 
delivered  at  the  fame  time,  and 
under  the  fame  circumftances,  with 
the  ifland.  His  Britannic  majefty, 
during  the  period  his  troops  {hall 
occupy  the  ifland,  referving  the 
ufe  of  all  fuch  propet  ty,  and  the 
revenues  of  the  ifland,  to  be  applied 
to  the  maintenance  oi  its  religious, 
civil,  and  military  eft ablifh men ts. 
For  the  above  purpofe  all  the  public 
property,  of  whatever  defeription, 
to  be  formally  delivered  up,  and 
received  by  the  commiffaries  ref- 
pedtively  appointed  for  that  objedl. 
— -V,  All  private  property  on  the 

ifland 
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ifland  of  Madeira,  belonging  to 
the  prince  regent  of  Portugal,  to 
be  refpeCted. — VI.  The  free  exer- 
cife  of  all  religious  worlhip  to  be 
maintained  and  protected  as  at 
prefent  eftablifhed.- — VII.  The  in¬ 
habitants  to  remain  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  civil  conftitution,  and 
of  their  laws,  as  at  prefent  eftablifhed 
and  adminiftered. 

Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Lo¬ 
renzo,  Funchal,  Madeira,  Dec.  26, 
1807. 

Pedro  Facundes  Bacelar 
d’Antas  e  Meneres,  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Captain  General. 

Samuel  Hood,  Rear-Admiral, 
K.B. 

W.  C.  Beresfgrd,  Major- 
General. 

Sir  S.  Hood,  in  a  letter  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  an¬ 
nounces  the  furrender  of  the  ifland, 
and  fpeaks  in  terms  of  warm  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  fquadron  (which  confifted 
©f  the  Centaur,  York,  Captain,  In¬ 
trepid,  Africaine,  Shannon,  Al- 
cefte,  and  Succefs),  particularly 
lieut.  Henderfon,  bearer  of  the  dif- 
patch;  and  obferves,  ((  from  the 
cordial  good  underftanding  that 
has  fubfifted  between  us,  as  well  as 
between  the  whole  of  the  army  and 
navy,  had  there  been  a  refiftance, 
every  thing  we  could  have  defired 
was  to  be  expe&ed  from  both  fer- 
vices.” 

Donvning-ftreet,  Feb.  8. 

-  Captain  Berkeley  arrived  yef- 
terday  morning  at  the  office  of 
Vifcount  Caftlerea^h,  with  the 
following  difpatch : 

Santa  Cruz,  Dec.  27, 

(t  My  Lord, 

“  Being  in  a  date  of  preparation 
and  readinefs  to  move  a  fufficient 


force  againft  the  Danifli  iflands  in 
thefe  feas,  in  confequence  of  your 
lordfhip’s  difpatch  of  the  5th  of 
September,  no  time  was  loft  (after 
the  arrival  of  his  majefty’s  final 
commands,  lignified  to  me  by  lord 
Hawkefbury’s  letter  of  November 
the  3d,  in  your  lordfhip’s  abfence, 
by  the  Fawn  Hoop  of  war,  which 
arrived  early  on  Tuefday  morning' 
the  15th  inft.  at  Barbadoes)  in 
embarking  the  troops  at  Barbadoes 
on  board  the  men  of  wrar  appointed 
to  receive  them  by  rear-admiral 
iir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched  others  to  the 
iflands  to  leeward  to  take  on  board 
fuch  as  were  under  orders  in  each 
of  them,  with  directions  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  general  rendezvous, 
the  whole  of  which,  except  100 
rank  and  file  of  the  90th  regiment 
from  St.  Vincent’s,  joined  the 
admiral  before  or  foon  after  our 
arrival  off  the  ifland  of  St.  Tho¬ 
mas  on  the  2 1  ft  inft.  It  was  then 
thought  proper  to  fend  a  fummons 
to  governor  Von  Scholten,  in 
charge  of  brigadier-general  Shipley 
and  captain  Fahie  commanding  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Ethalion,  to  fur- 
render  the  iflands  St.  Thomas,  St. 
John,  and  their  dependencies,  to  his 
Britannic  majefty ;  which  he  did 
the  next  day  on  terms  agreed  upon 
between  him  and  major-general 
Maitland  and  captain  Pickmore  of 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Ramillies,  which 
were  afterwards  approved  of  and 
ratified  by  rear-admiral  the  lion, 
fir  A.  Cochrane  and  myfeif;  a. 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclofe,  and  hope  they  will  meet 
with  his  majefty’s  approbation. 
On  the  23d,  in  the  evening,  after 
leaving  a  garrifon  of  300  men  of 
the  70th  regiment,  with  an  officer 
and  detachment  of  the  royal  artil- 
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lery,  at  St.  Thomas’s,  under  the 
commandofbrigadier-general  Mac- 
lean,  whom  I  have  alfo  direded 
to  aftume  the  civil  government  of 
the  fame  until  his  majefty’s  plea- 
fure  is  fignified  thereon,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Santa  Cruz,  the  admiral 
having  previoufly  fent  his  majefty’s 
ihip  Ethaiion,  with  brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  Shipley  and  captain  Fahie,  to 
fummon  that  iftand ;  who  returned 
the  next  morning,  the  24th,  with  a 
letter  from  the  governor,  offering 
tofurrender  it  to  his  majefty,  pro¬ 
vided  we  would  allow  three  Danifti 
officers  to  view  on  board  the  flips 
the  number  of  troops  brought 

•  •  «  *■  O 

agamft  it  j  which  we  permitted, 
that  his  excellency’s  military  ho¬ 
nour  might  not  thereby  be  reflected 
on.  Thefe  officers  having  made 
their  report  to  their  governor,  re¬ 
turned  early  the  next  morning,  the 
25th,  to  the  flag-fhip,  with  a  mef- 
fage,  that  the  governor  was  willing 
to  treat  for  the  furrender  of  the 
iftand  :  when  major-general  Mait¬ 
land  and  captain  Pickmore  were 
again  fent  on  fhore  to  fettle  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  a  copy  of  which  I 
alfo  tranfmit ;  which  beingapproved 
of  by  the  admiral  and  my  fell',  troops 
were  landed,  and  the  forts  and  bat¬ 
teries  taken  pofleftion  of  in  the 
name  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  a  royal  falute  being 
fired,  on  the  Britifh  colours  being 
boifted.  I  fhould  be  ungrateful  in 
the  extreme  did  I  not  ftate  to  your 
lordfhip  the  great  and  many  obli¬ 
gations  I  conceive  myfelf,  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers,  to  be  under  to 
rear-admiral  the  hon.  fir  A.  Coch¬ 
rane,  the  captains  and  officers  of 
the  royal  navy,  who  have  univer- 
fally  afforded  us  every  comfort¬ 
able  accommodation  in  their  power, 


and  I  am  fure  much  to  their  gwd 
inconvenience.  I  am  convinced 
that,  had  it  been  neceffary  to  have 
called  for  the  exertion  of  the  fea 
and  land  forces  employed  upon  this 
expedition,  that  they  would  have 
added  another  laurel  to  the  many 
acquired  by  Britifh  valour  and  dif- 
cipline.  Copies  of  the  two  letters 
of  fummons,  with  the  anfvvers  of 
the  refpedtive  governors,  are  here¬ 
with  tranfmitted,  together  with  a 
return  of  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
ftores,  taken  pofleftion  of,  both  at 
St.  Thomas’s  and  SantaCruz.  This 
difpatch  will  be  prefented  to  your 
lordfhip  by  captain  Berkeley  of 
the  1 6th  infantry,  an  intelligent 
officer,  who  will  anfwer  any  quef- 
tion  you  may  be  pleafed  to  afk  him  ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  lordfhip’s  notice. — 
Capt.  Berkeley  is  my  firft  aide-de» 
camp. 

Henry  Bower, 
General  and  commander 
of  the  forces. 

The  ordnance  taken  at  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  confided  of  94  iron  guns  of 
various  calibre,  and  five  one-pound 
field-pieces,  with  about  80  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  and  other  ftores  in 
proportion.  At  St.  Croix  there 
were  98  pieces  of  iron  ordnance  of 
different  fizes  and  nine-brafs  guns, 
with  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  each  gun,  in  the  feveral  bat¬ 
teries. 

The  veffels  found  at  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  comprifed  40  Danifh  fchoon- 
ers,  from  1  o  to  120  tons,  in  ballaft  5 
one  fhip  of  250  tons,  and  a  fchooner 
of  97,  with  fhip  ftores ;  one 
fchooner  pierced  for  8  guns,  five 
ditto  for  10,  three  ditto  for  12,  two 
for  14,  and  one  for  16  guns,  all  in 
ballaft,  and  being  from  78  to  1 16 
tons  each.  There  were  alfo  three 

American 
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American  veftels,  eight  Englifh, 
three  Hamburghers,  and  one  Swe- 
difh  brig.  At  St.  Croix  there  were 
21  fchooners  and  floops  ail  in  bal- 
laft. 

Admiralty -office,  April  9. 

Letter  tranfmitted  by  adm.  Va- 
fhon,  at  Leith. 

Ringdove  Sloops 
Leith-  roads,  April  2. 

Sir, 

In  purfuance  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  received  at  Balta  Sound, 
mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you, 
dated  the  29th  ult.  a  copy  of 
which  is  inclofed,  refpe&ing  two 
privateers  being  feen  off  Shetland 
in  poffeffion  of  a  Hoop,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  Hope  of  Leith,  I  inflantly 
weighed  and  flood  under  all  fail  for 
Bergen.  On  the  following  day,  at 
half- pad  three  p.  m.  being  in  lati¬ 
tude  60  deg.  50  min.  N.  and  lon¬ 
gitude  3  deg.  30  min.  E.  Bergen 
bearing  eaft,  diftance  13  leagues, 
and  bio 'A  ing  heavy  gales  from  the 
north  by  eaft,  1  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  faw  a 
fail  fleering  towards  us.  On  near¬ 
ing  her  I  made  the  private  fignals, 
fuppofing  her  to  be  one  of  our  own 
cruizers;  fhe  immediately  hoifted 
Danifh  colours,  and  endeavoured 
to  effect  her  efcape.  I  wore,  and 
foon  clofed  with  her  to  leeward  ; 
and  although  I  repeatedly  ordered 
him  to  fhorten  fail,  and  heave- to, 
he,  trufting  to  fuperior  failing, 
obftinately  refufed,  which  obliged 
me  to  fire  a  few  (hot  at  her,  the 
laft  of  which,  unfortunately,  killed 
one  and  wounded  two  ;  fhe  then 
furrendered ;  but  in  confequence  of 
the  heavy  fea,  I  could  not  get  the 
prifbners  on  board  till  the  following 


morning.  She  proves  to  be  the 
Forden  Shieold,  pierced  for  14 
guns,  and  mounting  10  ;  fhe  had 
on  board  62  men,  and  was  four 
hours  from  Bergen  ;  fhe  is  cop¬ 
per-bottomed,  well  found,  fails  re» 
markably  faft,  and  is  four  years 
old;  fhe  has  been  in  commiftion 
four  months,  and,  in  that  time, 
made  five  captures,  and  would 
probably  have  proved  a  great  peft 
to  our  trade  had  fhe  not  been 
taken.  Geo.  Peake, 

Acting  commander* 

Downing-jlrcet ,  April  II. 

The  following  Dif patches  were  yej * 
ter  day  received  by  vifc .  Cattle* 
reagh ,  from  major  gen .  Sher¬ 
brooke  commanding  his  majejty*$ 
troops  in  Sicily . 

Meffina ,  Feb, 

My  lord, 

As  an  opportunity  offers  of 
writing  to  England  by  a  private 
ihip,  which  runs  without  convoy, 
1  profit  of  the  conveyance  to 
inform  your  lordfhip  that  his 
Sicilian  majeftv’s  garrifon  of  Reg¬ 
gio  furrendered  to  the  French  on 
the  3d  inft.  Gen.  Regnier's  ope¬ 
rations  in  Calabria  will  now,  con- 
fequently,  be  directed  againft  Scyl- 
la  alone  ;  which  place  has  been  in¬ 
verted  for  nearly  fix  weeks.  He 
has  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  poffefs 
himfelf  of  four  Sicilian  gun- boats, 
each  carrying  a  24-pounder,  which 
he  has  landed.  Our  greatc-ft  ef¬ 
forts  have,  for  a  length  of  time 
part,  been  made  to  prevent  his 
bringing  battering  cannon  into  this 
part  of  Calabria;  but  fortune,  by 
throwing  thofe  into  his  hands,  has 
rendered  our  endeavours  nugatory. 
As  in  my  former  letters  I  have 
given  your  lordfhip  my  opinion  of 

what 
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what  the  probable  fate  of  Scylla 
muft  be,  when  the  enemy  can 
bring  guns  of  heavy  metal  into 
batteries  againft  it  at  breaching 
diftance,  it  is  needlefs  for  me  now 
to  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft.  I  am 
extremely  forry  to  inform  your 
lordlhip,  that  in  endeavouring  to 
recover  the  Sicilian  gun-boats 
which  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands, 
on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ult.  the 
Delight  Hoop  of  war  moll  unfor¬ 
tunately  got  on  (hore  on  the  Cala¬ 
brian  coaft.  It  being  found  im- 
pofiihle  to  get  her  off,  (he  was  next 
day  burnt,  to  prevent  her  being  of 
further  ufe  to  the  enemy.  It  is 
with  the  moft  heartfelt  concern  I 
add,  that  on  this  melancholy  occa- 
lion  capt.  Handheld  (with  feveral 
of  his  (hip’s  company)  was  killed; 
and  that  capt.  Seccombe,  of  the 
Glatton  (who  was  at  the  time  on 
beard  the  Delight)  was  dangerous¬ 
ly  wounded  and,  with  the  remain¬ 
der,  made  prifoners.  Capt.  Sec¬ 
combe  was  permitted  the  next  day 
to  come  over  to  Meffina  on  his 
parole,  but  on  the  3d  inft.  he  died 
of  his  wounds. 

J.  C.  Sherbrooke,  maj.-gen. 

Meffina ,  Feb.  23. 

My  lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  date, 
for  your  lordfhip’s  information, 
that.  I  have  found  it  expedient, 
and,  to  the  belt  of  my  judgment, 
for  the  good  of  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice  to  withdraw  the  Britilh 
troops  from  the  caflle  of  Scylla, 
which  wasevacuatedaccordingiy  by 
my  order  on  the  17th  inft;  the 
place  was  immediately  entered  by 
the  French  troops,  and  it  is  now 
in  their  pofleffion.  I  beg  leave  alfo 
to  lay  before  your  lordlhip  the 
tnclofed  report  made  to  me  by 


lieutenant-colonel  Robertfon,  late 
commandant  of  Scylla,  as  it  con¬ 
tains  a  detailed  account  of  the 
events  as  they  occurred,  from 
the  31ft  December  laft  (the  day 
on  which  the  enemy  came  be¬ 
fore  the  place)  until  the  time  of  its 
evacuation ;  which  meafure,  I  am 
led  to  hope,  will  not  only  appear  to 
your  lordlhip  to  have  been  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary  under  the  exifting 
circumftances,  but  that  our  troops 
were  not  ’withdrawn  until  no  other 
means  remained  of  preventing  the 
brave  garrifon  falling  into  the  ene¬ 
my’s  hands.  I  likewife  tranfmit  a 
return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  detachments  forming  the 
Britilh  garrifon  of  Scylla  during 
the  fiege.  Having  already,  on  a 
former  occafion,  had  the  honour 
of  fubmitting  my  opinion,  that  the 
caftle  of  Scylla  would  be  no  longer 
tenable  whenever  the  enemy  Ihould 
fucceed  in  bringing  battering  guns 
againft  it,  the  fall  of  this  place  will 
excite  no  furprife  in  your  lord" 
Ihip’s  mind,  when  you  perceive 
the  very  formidable  force  with 
which  it  was  attacked,  and  the 
very  ample  means  with  which 
the  enemy  wms  provided  to  poffefs 
hlmfelf  of  it.  Much  reliance  has 
been  heretofore  placed  upon  the 
aftiftance  which  might  be  afforded 
by  the  gun  and  mortar-boats,  in 
the  defence  of  Scylla,  and  of  the 
annoyance  they  might  give  the  ene¬ 
my  in  carrying  on  his  approaches  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  weather 
from  the  nth  to  the  17th  was  fo 
ftormy,  that  it  was  quite  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  be  employed  with 
any  hopes  of  advantage.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1 5th  inft.  lieut.  col. 
Robertfon  having  informed  me  by 
telegraph  that  the  parapet  of  the 
work  was  destroyed,  and  that  all 
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his  guns  were  either  difmounted 
or  difabled,  I  felt  very  anxious 
indeed  to  withdraw  the  troops,  but 
a  continuance  of  the  gale  rendered 
this  impracticable  rill  the  17th; 
when,  during  a  temporary  lull, 
(every  neceffary  arrangement  hav¬ 
ing  been  previoufly  made,)  the 
tranfports’  b  'ats,  protected  by  the 
men  of  war’s  launches,  ran  over 
from  the  Faros,  and  fucceeded  in 
bringing  away  the  whole  of  the 
garrifon,  who  effected  their  retreat 
by  the  fea  ftaircafe  to  the  boats, 
when  they  were  expofed  to  a  molt 
tremendous  galling  fire  of  grape  and 
mufketry  from  the  enemy,  till  fuch 
time  as  they  could  pull  out  of  the 
reach  of  it.  I  am  happy  to  add, 
that  the  lofs  of  the  troops  in  this 
expofed  fituation  was  only  four 
killed  and  five  wounded ;  and  that 
of  the  feamen,  one  killed  and  ten 
wounded.  Capt.  Otway,  of  the 
navy,  who  commands  the  {hips  of 
war  ftaticaed  here,  entrufted  the 
execution  of  this  very  dangerous 
piece  of  fervice  to  capt.  Trollope, 
of  the  EleClra.  More  judgment, 
coolnefs,  and  intrepidity  were  never 
difplayed  on  any  occafion  ;  and  I 
feel  myfelf  particularly  indebted  to 
captain  Trollope,  and  to  the  officers 
and  feamen  ferving  under  him,  to 
whole  gallant  exertions  I  owe  the 
prefervarion  of  the  garrifon.  The 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Scylla  Caftle,  merit  my 
higheft  approbation.  More  could 
not  be  expeCted  from  any  men  than 
thefe  have  performed.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Robertfon,  who  command¬ 
ed,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  to  your  lord- 
(hip’s  notice  and  protection*  The 
ability,  zeal,  and  gallantry,  dif¬ 
played  by  him  in  the  defence  of 


this  little  fortrefs,  deferve  my 
warmed:  praife  and  commenda¬ 
tion.  When  your  lordfhip  comes 
to  confider  what  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  before  Scylla,  with 
a  ftrong  fupporting  army  at  hand, 
from  which  he  could  draw  rein¬ 
forcements  at  pleafure,  1  truft  it 
will  appear  to  your  lordfhip  that 
prudence  would  not  have  warrant- 
ed  my  making  a  diverfion  in  favour 
of  Scylla,  by  Hiking  a  landing  on 
the  Calabrian  fhore.  The  only  re¬ 
maining  effort  therefore  that  I 
could  make,  was  to  prevent  the 
brave  garrifon  falling  into  the  ene¬ 
my’s  hands ;  and  this,  with  the  co¬ 
operation  and  afliilance  of  the  na¬ 
val  force  under  capt.  Otway,  has 
been  happily  effected  in  open  day, 
under  the  enemy’s  fire,  with  much 
lefs  lofs  than  might  reafonably  have 
been  expeCied. 

j.  C.  Sher  br.oqke,  major-gen* 

* 

MeJJina  Feb .  8. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
have  the  honour  to  report  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  what  occurred  fince  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  enemy  be¬ 
fore  Scylla.  After  being  invefted 
by  general  Regnier’s  army  during 
feven  weeks,  and  battered  for  fix 
day  by  fourteen  pieces  of  heavy 
ordnance,  the  little  caftle  of  Scylla 
has  fallen  into  his  hands.  But  I 
have  the  heartfelt  fatisfadion  to 
add,  that  not  one  of  the  gallant 
garrifon  placed  under  my  orders 
has  become  his  prifoner.  In  the 
latter  end  of  December,  the  arrival 
of  troops  and  ordnance  ftores  at 
Seminara  left  me  no  room  to  doubt 
the  enemy’s  intention  of  befieging 
Scylla  ;  and  parties  of  the  peafantry 
were  accordingly  fent  out  to  render 
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and  to  create  obftacles  to  his  ad¬ 
vance,  by  curs  acrofs  the  various 
paths  which  lead  from  the  heights 
of  Melia  down  to  Scylia.  This 
work,  as  well  as  the  levelling  of 
fences,  See.,  proceeded  rapidly  and 
eftefttually  under  the  direction  of 
captain  Nicholas,  affiftant-quarter- 
mafter.general ;  when,  upon  the 
31ft  of  December,  the  advanced 
workmen  and  the  out-pofts  of  the 
rnaffe  were  driven  in  bv  three 
French  battalions  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry,  under  general 
Millet,  which  took  poll;  upon  the 
heights  above  us ;  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  Regnier  brought  up 
two  more  battalions,  and  fpreading 
his  out-polls  to  Favezzina,  Bag- 
nara,  Sec.,  completed  the  invell- 
ment  of  the  town.  At  this  time 
the  garrifon  of  the  callle  conlilled 
of  about  two  hundred  Britifh,  and 
from  four  to  five  hundred  made 
®ccupied  the  town.  The  enemy’s 
troops  were  now  inceffantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  forming  the  roads  necef- 
l’ary  for  bringing  his  heavy  ord¬ 
nance  from  Seminars,  while  we  la¬ 
boured  to  render  the  approach  to 
Scylia  difficult,  and  ha  traded  the 
French  by  conllant  attacks  on  his 
out-polls  with  parties  of  the  made, 
and  occafionally  with  boats.  In 
fome  of  thefe  partial  aftions  the 
enemy  fudered  feverely,  particu¬ 
larly  in  a  night  attack  at  Bagnara, 
where  the  voltigeurs  of  the  23d 
light  infantry  were  cut  to  pieces. 
Owing  to  thefe  checks,  the  French 
were  retarded  until  the  6th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  when  they  defeended  the 
heights  in  force,  and  came  within  a 
dillant  range  of  our  guns;  and 
from  this  day  they  honoured  our 
little  callle  with  all  the  detailed 
.  precautions  of  a  regular  fiegc,  in 
covering  his.  approaches  and  com¬ 


munications.  The  Ikirmilhes  be¬ 
tween  the  enemy  and  the  made 
became  very  ferious ;  the  latter  did 
played  great  gallantry  ;  and  en¬ 
joying  the  fupport  of  the  callle 
guns,  obliged  the  French  to  pur- 
chafe  their  advance  with  heavy 
lofs ;  but,  on  the  9th,  were  obliged 
to  yield  to  the  numbers  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  affailed  the  town  on  all 
fides  ;  our  guns,  however,  covered 
their  retreat ;  and  I  had  the  fati&- 
faftion  of  fending  off  thefe  brave 
peafants  to  Medina,  without  leav¬ 
ing  a  man  in  the  enemy’s  hands. 
The  force  which  general  Regnier 
had  brought  to  befiege  Scylia,  con- 
filled  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  the 
23d  light  infantry,  the  ift,  62d, 
and  10 1  ft  of  the  line,  in  all  about 
6000  men  ;  with  five  24-pounders, 
five  eighteenus,  and  four  mortars, 
befides  field-pieces.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1 1  th  he  opened  his  batte¬ 
ries,  direfting  his  efforts  to  the  de¬ 
ft  ru  ft  ion  of  our  upper  works  and 
the  disabling  of  our  guns  ;  while 
under  cover  of  this  fire,  he  laboured 
toeftablifh  two  breaching  batteries, 
at  three  or  four  hundred  yards 
diftance.  It  was  not,  however,  till 
the  14th  that  our  parapet  and  guns 
was  rendered  totally  ufelefis  ;  nor 
till  then  did  the  Daughter  abate 
to  which  their  part.es  employed 
on  the  breaching  batteries  were  ex¬ 
pofed  from  our  grape  and  ftiells. 
From  this  time  our  defence  was 
confined  to  mulketry,  as  our  guns 
lay  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the 
parapet,  and  the  clofe  fire  from 
five  24-pounders  became  inceffant. 
In  the  mean  time  u?e  difeovered 
him  attempting  to  mine  the  right 
baftion,  upon  which  he  continued  at 
wofk  for  three  nights,  but  I  appre¬ 
hend  without  the  expefted  fuccefs. 
In  the  night  of  the  15th,  the  F  tench 
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pufhed  round  the  foot  of  the  rock, 
with  the  intention  of  deflroying  the 
ftaircafe,  but  we  happily  difcovered 
them,  and  beat  them  off'  with  the 
flaughter  to  which  their  defperate 
fituation  expofed  them.  The  fire 
from  the  breaching  batteries  had 
been  varioufly  directed  until  the 
evening  of  the  1 6th,  when  they 
bent  their  undivided  fury  againit 
the  left  baftion,  with  fuch  fuccefs 
that  the  breach  would  probably 
have  been  practicable  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening.  It  was  under 
thefe  circumftances  that  I  received 
your  orders  to  evacuate  the  caftfc, 
and  have  the  great  fatisfaClion  of 
reporting,  that  we  accomplifhed 
this  yefferday  morning,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  and  without  leaving 
one  individual  behind.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  boats  from  Faros 
gave  the  French  full  intimation  of 
our  defign,  but  the  tempeffuous 
Hate  of  the  weather  obliged  us  to 
feize  the  fhort  opportunity  of  an 
hour’s  lull,  Every  battery  poured 
its  utmoil  fire  upon  the  caffle,  and 
fubfequently  upon  the  boats,  while 
infantry,  with  field-pieces,  tried  the 
breach  on  either  fide.  The  garri- 
fon  was  drawn  off  in  fucceflion, 
and  the  embarkation  effeded  with 
thegreateft  order,  notwithftanding 
the  tremendous  fire  of  grape,  fhclls, 
&c.  Our  lofs  in  the  operation  was 
fmall — and  before  we  were  a  muffi 
ket-fhot  diffance  the  French  were 
in  the  fort.  The  mafterly  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the.  tranfport  boats  and 
men  of- war  launches  upon  this 
occafion,  does  high  honour,  to  cap¬ 
tain  Trollope  of  his  majbftv’s  flop 
EleCira,  who  perfonaily  fuperin- 
tended  this  fervice;  and  the  con - 
dud  of  the  officers  arid  men  tinder 
him  was  marked  with  all  the  cooi- 


nefs  and  dexterity  of  Britifb  Tea¬ 
men.  I  regret  to  add,  that  one  of 
them  was  killed  in  the  operation, 
and  ten  wounded,  fome  of  them 
dangeroufly.  The  uniform  good 
conduct  of  the  garrifon  which  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  com¬ 
mand  demands  my  warmed  gra¬ 
titude;  and  their  intrepid  fpirit 
during  the  fiege  is  hardly  more 
commendable  than  the  zeal  with 
which  they  went  through  the  heavy 
fatigues  that  preceded  it.  The  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  royal  artillery  was 
highly  confpicuous ;  the  excellence 
of  their  gunpery  was  proved  by  the 
fevere  Ioffes  with  the  enemy  has 
fuftained  ;  and  I  cannot  too  ftrong- 
ly  exprefs  my  ferrfe  of  the  fkill  and 
indefatigable  zeal  which  lieutenant 
Dunn  has  difplayed  throughout 
the  fiege.  I  feel  highly  indebted 
to  the  exertions  of  captain  Cruik- 
fhanks  of  the  6 2d,  Jordan  of  the 
27th,  and  Pringle  of  the  21ft,  as 
well  as  to  the  officers  and  men  un¬ 
der  them.  From  lieutenant  Dick¬ 
ons,  of  the  engineers,  I  received 
every  afliftance;  and  my  adjutant, 
lieutenant  Hadfield,  of  the  35th, 
has  been  throughout  indefatigably 
zealous.  I  cannot  conclude,  fir, 
without  exprefling  my  particular 
thanks  to  captain  Nicholas,  afiif- 
tant-quarter-malter  general,  whofe 
abilities  and  a&ivity  rendered  him 
eminently  ufefuj.  And  I  have  the 
fatisfattion  of  reflefting,  that  the 
fupport  I  have  received  from  all 
ranks  has  enabled  me  to  fell  Scylla 
dear;  and  that  general  Regnier 
has  obtained  pofleffion  of  this  litfie 
heap  of  ruins  with  the  lofs  of  feve- 
ral  hundreds  Qf  his  be  ft  troops.  A 
return  of  cyr  killed  and  wounded 
is  annexed.  We  have  loft  fome 
gallant  men  ;  but  confidering  the 
*  m  2  weight 
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weight  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  the 
number  is  by  no  means  great. 

G.  D.  Robert  son, 
Lieut.-col.commabdantScyllacaftle. 
To  major-gen.  Sherbrooke. 

Admiralty- office,  April  19. 

Letter  from  captain  Parker  to  vice- 
admiral  Ruffiell. 

Stately ,  off  Zeal  and i  Oddey 
March  25. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  much  iatisfadion  I 
have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  capture  and  deftrudion  of 
the  Danifh  ihip  of  the  line  Prince 
Chriftian  Frederick,  of  74  guns. 
Proceeding  towards  the  Great 
Belt,  in  company  with  his  majefty’s 
Ihip  Nafifau,  at  two  p.  7n.  on  the 
2  2d  inft.  we  obferved  a  ft  range 
fail  ;  and  the  fignal  being  made  to 
chafe  at  four  p.  in.,  Greenali  on 
the  coaft  of  Jutland  bearing  N,  W. 
by  N.  diftant  10  miles,  we  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  was  an  enemy;  and 
at  5  p.  m.  afcertained  the  chafe  to 
be  a  Danifh  {hip  of  the  line.  I 
now  faw  that  it  was  evidently  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  run  his 
fhip  on  fhore  ;  and  as  the  night 
was  approaching,  he  might  hope 
that,  in  our  purfuit  of  him  in  the 
dark,  we  would  have  the  fame  fate. 
This,  I  have  fince  been  affined, 
■was  his  delign.  At  45  minutes 
paft  feven  p.  711.  captain  Campbell, 
in  the  Nafiau,  got  up  with  the 
enemy,  and  commenced  the  adion, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  the 
Stately  clofed  ;  a  running  fight 
was  now  maintained  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  the  enemy  fighting 
with  great  obftinacy,  until  we  Pro¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  very  near  and 
gave  fome  clofe  broadfides,  on 
which  he  ftruck  about  half  paft 


nine  p.  in.  At  this  moment  the 
fhips  were  within  two  cables’ length 
of  the  fhore  of  Zealand  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  my  firft-lieutenant,  who  took 
poffeftion  of  the  Danifh  fhip,  could 
cut  away  her  anchor,  fhe  ground¬ 
ed.  Fortunately  this  fhip  and  the 
Nafiau  brought  up  near  to  her. 
During  the  remaining  part  of  the 
night  we  were  employed  in  taking 
out  the  prifoners  ;  and  at  day- light 
of  the  23d  it  was  found  impoffible 
to  get  the  captured  fhip  afloat,  the 
wind  blowing  ftrong  on  the  fhore  ; 
and  that  therefore  the  only  courfe 
1  could  follow  was  to  deftroy  her. 
The  neceffi ty  for  doing  this,  and 
for  placing  our  own  {Flips  out  of 
danger,  foon  became  apparent,  as 
the  Danes  were  preparing  their 
artillery  on  the  coaft  ;  and  as  our 
fnips  were  at  anchor  only  two  ca¬ 
bles’  length  from  the  beach,  they 
would  have  done  us  great  injury.’ 
After  removing  the  prifoners  and 
wounded,  in  doing  which  we  ex¬ 
perienced  much  difficulty  from  the 
wind  blowing  ftrong  and  a  good 
deal  of  fea  running,  the  enemy’s 
fhip  was  fet  on  fire  in  the  evening 
of  the  23d,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
blew  up.  I  am  happy  to  fay  our 
lofs  has  been  frnalb  It  is  trifling 
indeed  when  compared  with  the 
enemy,  where  the  daughter  was 
great,  he  having  55  killed  and  S3 
wounded.  We  have,  however,  re¬ 
ceived  confiderable  damage  in  our 
mails  and  rigging.  The  Prince 
Chriftian  Frederick  was  a  very  fine 
fhip,  copper-bolted,  commanded 
by  captain  Jayfon,  with  a  comple¬ 
ment  of  620  men,  and  had  576 
on-board.  I  feel  much  indebted  to 
captain  Campbell  for  his  zeal  and 
ability  in  the  commencement  and 
during  the  adion,  and  to  the  of¬ 
ficers,  (hip’s  company,  and  royal 
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marines  of  his  {hip.  My  warmed 
gratitude  and  praife  is  due  to  the 
officers  and  feamen,  and  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  privates  of  royal  marines 
of  this  fhip,  for  their  brave  and 
gallant  conduct  during  the  action, 
difplaying  the  cool  intrepidity  of 
Britifh  feamen.  The  fame  fpirit 
animated  both  drips.  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to  the  patronage  of  my 
lords  commiffioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  Mr.  David  Sloan,  my  firft- 
lieutenant,  to  whom  1  am  greatly 
indebted,  not  only  for  his  brave  and 
fpirited  conduit  in  the  allion,  but 
alfo  for  iris  unwearied  exertion  in 
removing  the  prifoners  and  wound¬ 
ed  from  the  Danifh  fhip  and  fet- 
ting  her  on  fire.  He  poffeffes,  in 
an  eminent  degree,  every  quality 
requifite  to  form  the  officer  and 
Teaman.  Herewith-  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

Yours,  &c.  Geo.  Parker. 

A  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Purvis 
to  Lord  Collingwood,  and  by  him 
tranfmitted ,  inclofes  the  follow¬ 
ing  Letter. 

H.  M.Jhip  Alcef  'e ,  in-Jhorc 
off  Cadiz ,  April  4. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  when  at  anchor  to-day 
with  his  majedy’s  drip  Mercury, 
and  Grafshopper  brig,  Saint  Se- 
badian’s  lioffithoufe  S.  E.  didance 
three  miles,  wind  W.  S.  W.,  a  large 
convoy  of  the  enemy  was  difcovered 
coming  clofe  along  fhore  from  the 
northward,  under  the  protection  of 
about  20  gun-boats  and  a  numer¬ 
ous  train  of  dying  artillery  on  the 
beach.  At  3  p.  m.  I  made  fignal 
to  weigh  and  attack  the  convoy, 


and  dood  dire&ly  in  for  the  body 
of  them,  then  off  the  town  of  Rota  : 
at  four,  the  enemy's  fhot,  and 
diells  from  the  gun- boats,  .and  bat¬ 
teries  going  far  over  us,  his  majef- 
ty’s  fhips  opened  their  dre,  which 
was  kept  up  with  great  vivacity 
until  half  pad  fix,  when  we  had 
taken  feven  of  the  convoy,  and 
drove  a  great  many  others  on  Chore 
on  the  Turf ;  compelled  the  gun¬ 
boats  to  retreat,  which  they  did 
very  relulfantly,  and  not  until  two 
of  them  were  dedroyed  ;  and  ac¬ 
tually  lilenced  the  batteries  at  Ro¬ 
ta,  which  latter  fervice  was  per¬ 
formed  by  the  extraordinary  gal¬ 
lantry  and  good  conduit  of  captain 
Searle,  iq  the  Grafshopper,  who 
kept  in  upon  thefhoal  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  town  fo  near  as  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  guns  with 
grape  from  his  32-pound  carro- 
nades,  and  at  the  fame  time  keot  in 
check  a  divifion  of  gun -boats  that 
had  come  out  from  Cadiz  to  affid: 
the  others  engaged  by  the  Alcede 
and  Mercury.  It  was  a  general 
cry  in  both  fhips,  “  Only  look 
how  nobly  the  brig  behaves  V*  The 
fituation  of  our  little  fquadron  was 
rather  a  critical  one,  tacking  every 
15  minutes  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the 
fhoal,  with  the  wind  in,  and  fre¬ 
quently  engaged  both  {ides,  In 
the  heat  of  the  alfion,  the  firdT 
lieutenant,  Allen  Stewart,  volun¬ 
teered  to  board  the  convoy,  if  I 
would  give  him  boats.  I  was 
fo  druck  with  the  gallantry  of  the 
offer  that  I  could  not  refrain  from 
granting  them,  although  attended 
with  great  rifk.  He  went,  accom¬ 
panied  with  lieutenant  Pipon  and 
lieutenant  Hawky  of  the  royal 
marines,  who  mod  handfomely 
volunteered  to  go,  as  their  party 
were  chiefly  employed  svorking  the 
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ftiip ;  Mr.  Arfeort  and  Mr.  Day, 
mafter’s-mates ;  Meflfrs.  Parker, 
Adair,  Crooker,  M’Caul,  and 
M’Lean,  midfhipmen  ;  they  were 
foon  followed  by  the  Mercury’s 
boats,  under  the  command  of  the 
firft-lieutenant,  W.  O.  Pell,  accom¬ 
panied  by  lieutenant  Gordon  and 
lieutenant  Whylock  ;  Mr.  Dun- 
cain,  and  Mr.  M.  R.  Cummings, 
mailer’s  mares.  The  boats,  led 
by  lieutenant  Stewart,  pufhed  on 
in  the  moll  gallant  manner,  board¬ 
ed  and  brought  out  feven  tartans 
from  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  and  from  under  the 
prote&ion  of  the  barges  and  pin¬ 
naces  of  the  combined  fleet,  which 
had  by  that  time  joined  the  gun¬ 
boats.  I  was  greatly  indebted  to 
lieutenants  Aickman  and  Jervoife, 
(who  both  wifhed  to  go  in  the 
boats,)  for  the  fpirited  and  weli- 
dire&ed  Are  they  kept  up  on  the 
main  deck  ;  alfo  to  Mr.  Well  lake, 
the  mailer,  for  his  great  attention 
to  the  llcering  and  working  the 
(hip:  and  I  have  much  plealure  in 
adding,  that  the  other  officers,  fea¬ 
men,,  and  marines,  behaved  with 
the  utmoll  bravery  and  coolnefs. 
Captains  Gordon  and  Searle  (whofe 
gallantry  and  excellent  condmfl  it 
might  be  preemption  in  an  officer 
of  my  Handing  in  the  fervice  to 
comment  upon)  alfo  report  uppn 
the  great  bravely  and  coolnefs  of 
their  refpe&ive  officers,  feamen, 
and  marines.  It  is  with  much 
pleafurc  I  have  to  add,  the  frigates 
have  received  no  material  damage  ; 
the  Mercury,  an  anchor (hot  away, 
her  fails  and  rigging  cut,  though 
not  much  ;  our  fails  and  rigging 
in  the  fame  way;  but  the  Grafl- 
hopper,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  a 
great  deal  damaged  in  the  hull, 
the  rpain-topmafts  (hot  through, 


Ihrouds,  fails  and  running  rigging 
cut  almoll  to  pieces  ;  Ihe  had  one 
man  mortally  wounded,  the  gun¬ 
ner  and  two  others  wounded,  but 
not  feverely.  The  captured  vef- 
fels  are  all  loaded  on  government 
account  for  the  arfcnal  at  Cadiz ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  fay,  there  is  a 
very  confiderable  quantify  of  valu¬ 
able  fhip  timber.  The  zeft  of  this 
littlefervice  was  greatly  heightened 
by  being  performed  in  the  mouth 
of  Cadiz  harbour,  and  in  the  teeth 
cf  eleven  fail  of  the  line. 

Yours,  See. 

Mur  ray  Maxwell. 


Adm  irdlty-  offi ce . 

Letter  tranfmitted  by  Rear-admiral 
the  Hon.  Sir  A.  Coch  rane ,  K.  B. 
Commander  in  Chief  at  the  Lee' 
nvard  Ifands. 

Cerebusj  off  Marie  Galante  y 
March  3. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  acquaint  you  of  the 
furrender  of  the  ifland  of  Marie 
Galante  to  his  majefly’s  arms.— 
Finding  the  ifland  afforded  a  (bel¬ 
ter  for  the  enemy’s  privateers  with 
their  captured  veflels,  and  that  it 
interfered  confiderably  with  the 
blockade  of  Guadaloupe,  I  con- 
fldered  it  expedient  to  attack  it ; 
whereupon  I  gave  captain  Pigott 
the  command  of  about  zoo  feamen 
and  marines  from  the  Cerberus, 
Circe,  and  Camilla;  and  on  the 
2d  inft.  we  weighed  from  Petit 
Terre,  and  a  little  after  day-lieht 
effected  a  landing  about  two  miles 
from  the  town  with  little  oppofl- 
tion  ;  and  foon  after  the  ifland 
furrendered  at  diferetion,  and  the 
commandant,  with  the  national  mi¬ 
litary  force,  are  prifonersof  war, — 
I  And  it  a  very  valuable  ifland,  in 
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{he  high  eft  ftate  of  cultivation,  and 
large  quantity  of  colonial  produce 
in  the  ftores.  I  have  difembarked 
the  marines,  and  garrifoned  the 
place,  and  (hall  remain  with  the 
force  under  my  orders  for  your 
further  direfbons.- — I  herewith  in- 
clofe  captain  Pigott’s  letter  to  me 
on  the  occafion,  (wherein  I  am  hap¬ 
py  to  obferve  the  high  terms  in 
which  he  fpeaks  of  captain  Bowen, 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,)  together  with  a  lift  of 
the  arms  and  military  ftores  taken 

J 

on  the  ifland.  W.  Selby, 

Defeadawas  captured  on  the  30th 
of  March,  by  the  lame  officer. 

Admiralty  Office ,  May  28. 

Letter  transmitted  by  Rear-admi¬ 
ral  Purvis. 

Redwing  at  Sea ,  May  J. 

Sir, 

This  morning  at  day-light, 
Cape  Trafalgar  bearing  W.  N.  W. 
about  fix  miles,  an  enemy’s  con¬ 
voy  was  difeovered  coming  down 
along  (bore.  The  winds  being 
very  light  and  variable,  I  was 
not  enabled  to  clofe  w'ith  them 
before  feven  o’clock ;  at  that 
time,  being  within  point-blank 
fhot,  the  armed  veffels  handed  their 
fails,  and,  forming  a  clofe  line, 
fwept  towards  us,  indicating  an 
intention  to  board.  The  juft 
confidence  I  place  in  the  officers 
and  men  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  command,  induced  me  to  meet 
the  enemy  upon  his  own  terms  ; 
and  I  endeavoured  to  clofe,  to 
decide  the  bufinefs  as  quick  as 
poflible,  in  order  to  fecure  the 

merchantmen. - Upon  arriving 

within  mufket.ihot,  a  quick  and 
well-directed  fire  was  opened,  our 


guns  doing  great  execution.  A  f 
nine  o’clock,  theenemy,  completely 
panic-ftruck  and  beaten,  pufhed 
their  veffels  into  a  heavy  furf,  fa- 
crificing  all  their  wounded.  I  in- 
ftantly  fent  a  boat  to  try  to  fave  as 
many  as  1  could,  as  it  was  diftreff- 
ing  to  fee  their  fituation,  but  our 
men  were  unable  to  refeue  one  of 
them.  The  merchant  veffels,  fee¬ 
ing  the  fate  of  their  convoy,  at¬ 
tempted  to  difperfe ;  fome  we 
funk,  others  ran  into  the  furf,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  difappeared  ;  the 
reft  were  captured,  excepting  three 
(two  of  which  were  armed)  that 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  come  up 
with,  owing  to  our  crippled  ftate, 
having  two  24-pounders  fhot 
through  the  foremaft,  one  through 
the  mainmaft,  and  one  through  the 
gammoning  of  the  bowfprit,  that 
likewife  cut  the  knee  of  the  head 
afunder.  The  fteady  and  cool 
conduff  of  the  officers  and  men 
throughout  deferves  my  Warmeft 
praife :  and  had  the  enemy  poffeff- 
ed  refolution  enough  to  have 
boarded,  I  could  not  doubt  of  the 
refult,  though  oppofed  to  fuch  fu- 
perior  numbers.  My  firft-lieute- 
nant,  Fergufon,  on  this  as  well  as 
on  many  ocher  occaftons,  was  a 
good  afiiftant  to  me.  Nothing 
can  exceed  his  cool  determined  con- 
duff,  which  I  have  fo  often  wit- 
neffed.  Lieutenant  Webfter  like¬ 
wife  executed  his  duty  entirely  to 
my  fatisfaffion,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Davis,  mailer,  and  Mr.  Horni- 
man,  purfer,  who  wereborh  wound¬ 
ed  ;  the  latter,  I  fear,  will  lofe  an 
eye.  It  is  with  the  molt  heartfelt 
gratification  I  acquaint  you  that  our 
lofs  in  men  is  fmall,  as  herewith 
annexed.  I  am  now  on  my  way 
to  Gibraltar,  as  our  marts  muft  be 
taken  out  ;  but  I  (hall  lofe  no  time 
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in  refitting,  and  refuming  my  fta- 
tion.  T.  Usher. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  the  boats. 
Killed  J.  Carter,  feamen  ;  wound, 
ed,  E.  Jacobfon,  feamen  feverely, 
(who  was  \alfo  wounded  on  board 
the  floop)  ;  Mr.  Davis,  mailer, 
flightly  ;  Mr.  Horniman,  purfer, 
feverely. 

Lift  of  the  convoy.  The  Dili¬ 
gent  of  two  24-pounders  and  two 
8 -pounders,  and  60  men,  funk  ;  the 
Boreas  of  two  24-pounders  and  two 
8-pounders,  *  and  60  -  men,  funk  ; 
No.  3,  of  two  24-pounders  and  one 
36-pounder,  and  36  men,  funk  ; 
No.  6,  of  one  24-pounder  and  40 
men,  funk;  No.  107,  of  two  6-poun¬ 
ders  and  35  men,  efcaped  ;  a  Mif- 
tico,  of  four  6-pounders  and  20 
men,  taken ;  a  felucca,  of  four 
3-pounders  and  20  men,  efcaped. 
— Merchantmen  :  7  captured,  4 

funk,  and  1  efcaped. 

Downing  -ji reet,  J  uly  <7, 

A  T)  if  patch ,  together  'with  Inch - 
fares ,  has  been  received  from 

Major-general  Spencer. 

Atlas  off  Cadiz ,  June  1  2. 

Mv  lord, 

The  French  fquadron,  coniift- 
of  five  fail  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate,  having  placed  them- 
felves  in  a  defenfive  pofition,  in  the 
channel  leading  to  the  Caraccas, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  works 
of  Cadiz,  and  having  refufed  to 
liften  to  any  terms,  X  have  great 
fatisfaftion  in  reporting  that  the 
Spanifh  gun  and  mortar-boats, 
and  the  batteries  eredled  for  this 
purpofe  on  the  I  fie  of  Leon,  and 
near  Fort  Louis,  commenced  hof- 
tilities  againft  the  French  (Flips,  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  af  ternoon  of  the 


9th,  and  the  firing  continued  with¬ 
out  interruption  on  both  ftdes  till 
night.  It  was  renewed  on  the  part 
of  the  Spaniards  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th,  and  partially  continued 
till  two,  when  a  flag  of  truce  was 
hoifted  by  the  French ;  but  the 
terms  propofed  being  inadmiffible, 
the  Spaniards  intend  to  recom¬ 
mence  hoftilities  with  an  additional 
battery,  to  the  eaftward  of  Fort 
Louis,  confiding  of  thirty  twenty- 
four  pounders.  Admiral  Purvis 
and  myfelf  wifhed  to  have  co¬ 
operated  in  this  attack  ;  but  the 
Spaniards,  feeling  themfelves  con¬ 
fident  in  their  own  force,  have  de¬ 
clined  our  offers  of  affiftance. — 
The  fupreme  council  of  Seville 
have  nominated  commiffioners, 
and  applied  laft  night  for  paftports, 
and  a  frigate  to  convey  them  to 
England,  and  they  were  alfo  equal¬ 
ly  anxious  to  fend  feluccas  with 
difpatches  to  South  America.  In¬ 
formation  having  been  received 
that  a  fmall  French  corps  was 
affembling  at  Tavira,  with  a  view 
of  entering  Spain  by  the  river  Gua- 
diana,  we  have  been  requefted  to 
proceed  againft  this  corps,  and 
either  to  attack  them  on  the  coaft, 
or  endeavour  to  prevent  the  further 
profecution  of  their  plans  againft 
Spain  I  accordingly  propofe  to 
fail  immediately  for  this  object, 
lord  Collingwood  approving  of  it, 
Admiral  Purvis  had  already  de¬ 
tached  three  fhips  of  war,  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Guadiana,  and  has 
offered  every  other  neceffary  affift¬ 
ance,  which  lord  Collingwood  has 
fince  confirmed 

B.  Spencer,  major-gen. 

Letter from  General  Morla ,  Captain 
General  of  Andalujia  and  Ga- 
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*vernor  of  Cadiz,  addreffed  to 
Admiral  Purvis  and  Central 
Spencer. 

Admiral  Roffilly,  as  your  Excel¬ 
lencies  will  obferve  by  the  an¬ 
nexed  copy,  ha1-  prjpofed  to  difarm, 
but  upon  conditions  which  I  thought 
were  inadmiffible.  Whatever  may 
be  his  terms  of  furrender,  I  (hall 
In  no  manner  deviate  from  my  pro- 
mife ;  it  is  therefore  necefiary  that 
I  fhould  have  your  copfent,  as  I 
have  already  faid  in  my  firft  con¬ 
ference  with  Brigadier. gen.  Smith 
and  Capt.  Mr  John  Gore,  to  whom 
I  have  pledged  myfelf  with  fim- 
plicity  and  good  faith.  It  will  af¬ 
ford  me  confiderable  fatisfadion 
to  confult  with  your  Excellencies 
on  all  occurrences,  incidents,  and 
circumftances,  conducive  to  our 
common  advantage,  and  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  the  common 
enemy.  Nothing  gives  me  more 
real  pleafure  than  the  abfolute 
confidence  of  your  Excellencies  in 
jny  candour  and  fincerity,  with 
which  I  remain  your  Excellen¬ 
cies’  molt  affectionate  and  devoted 
fervant, 

T.  MorlAo 

Cadiz ,  June  1 10 

fetter  from  Admiral  Roffilly ,  addreffed 
to  General  Mori  a,  dated  on  board 
the  Admiral’s  Jhip ,  Hero,  Bay  of 
Cadiz ,  June  I  2 . 

Captain-general, 

Obliged  to  defend  myfelf  on 
account  of  the  inquietude  infpired 
into  the  people  of  this  province 
by  my  impofing  attitude,  I 
yefterday,  in  order  to  tranquil- 
life  them,  propofed  to  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  quit  the  bay.  In  cafe 
the  Englifh  cannot  accede  to  this 
propofal,  I  fuggeft  the  idea  of  dis¬ 


embarking  my  means  of  attack 
and  keeping  my  (hip’s  companies 
on  board  ;  no  colours  (hall  be  dis¬ 
played  on  my  fquadron.  Hoftages 
(hall  be  given  (or  our  fccurity,  our 
fick,  and  all  the  French  people  in 
the  province,  with  their  national 
and  individual  property.  Hoftages 
will  be  equally  given  on  my  part. 
The  refrefhments,  water,  and  pro- 
vifions  neceffary  for  my  fquadron 
(hall  be  provided  on  my  paying 
for  them,  as  has  hitherto  been 
done.  In  fhort,  I  (hall  demand 
no  conditions  but  thofe  which  are 
neceffary  for  my  honour,  and  that 
of  the  people  ferving  under  my 
orders,  and  which  are  compatible 
with  the  public  tranquillity.  De¬ 
prived  by  my  propofal  of  the  means 
ofdefenceagainft  theexterior enemy, 
I  demand  fecurity  againft  them. 
Receive,  Captain-general,  the  re¬ 
newal  of  my  diftinguifhed  con¬ 
federation,  with  which  I  am  your 
excellency’s  moft  humble  fervant, 

Rossilly. 

Anf’vjer  to  Admiral  Rojflly . 

Excellent  fir. 

Admiral  RofTiily,-— In  anfwer  to 
certain  propofals  and  official  de¬ 
mands  tranfmitted  by  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  which,  although  di&a ted  by- 
your  honour,  areunqueftionably  in¬ 
compatible  with  mine,  as  muft  be 
evident  to  your  excellency,  I  have 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  cannot  ac¬ 
cept  any  terms  but  an  unconditional 
furrender.  My  honour  and  cha- 
raffer  not  allowing  me  to  depart 
in  any  way  from  my  promifes,  I 
therefore  inform  you,  that  my  or¬ 
ders  from  the  fuperior  council  being 
pofitive  with  refpeff  to  the  furren¬ 
der  of  the  fquadron  commanded  by 
your  Excellency,  I  cannot  enter 
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into  any  conditions  without  pre- 
vioufly  confulting  them.  It  is 
likewife  my  duty  to  confult  with 
the  Englifh  commanders,  as,  with¬ 
out  their  confent,  I  cannot  com- 
promife  myfelf.  For  thefe  reafons, 
I  fhall  fufpend  my  attack,  until 
I  have  difpatched  thofe  two  ex- 
preffes,  availing  myfelf  however  of 
the  intermediate  time  to  prepare 
other  means  for  the  attack.  No¬ 
thing  oppofes  the  individual  efteem 
entertained  for  your  excellency  by 
your  faithful  fervant, 

Thomas  Morla. 

Do  zoning  ftreet ,  July  I  2 . 

"The  following  difpatches  have  been 
received  from  Major-Gen,  Spen¬ 
cer ,  dated  on  board  his  Majejly’s 
Ship  Windfor  Caflle ,  off  Aya- 
monte ,  June  17. 

My  lord, 

I  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity  afforded  by  the  palling  of  the 
Nautilus  from  Lord  Collingwood 
to  fir  C.  Cotton,  to  congratulate 
your  Lordfhip  on  the  furrender  of 
the  French  fquadron  of  five  line 
of  battle  fhips,  and  one  frigate, 
in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  to  the 
Spanifh  arms,  on  the  14th  inftant, 
on  which  day  the  Spanifh  colours 
were  flying  in  all  the  French  fhips. 
The  particulars  of  this  important 
and  interefling  event, will,  no  doubt, 
be  fully  communicated  to  your 
iordihip  by  lord  Collingwood.  It 
is  alfo  very  fatisfaclory  for  me  to 
inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the 
movement  1  have  made  to  this 
quarter,  at  the  requert  of  General 
Morla,  has  been  attended  with  the 
happieft  effects.  The  French 
troops  are  retiring  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  towards  Lifbon,  except  feme 
Very  infignifleant  parties  left  to  oc¬ 


cupy  the  different  fmali  forts  and 
ports  on  this  fide  of  Portugal.  The 
Portuguefe  people  are  rifmg  in  all 
parts,  encouraged  greatly  by  our 
prefence  here  ;  and  the  Spanifh 
frontier  on  the  Cuadiana  is  thus 
effe&ually  fecured  from  any  attack 
of  the  French. 

B.  Spencer. 

Ex  trade  of  a  dif patch  from  Major- 
General  Spencer ,  dated  on  board 
his  Majefifs  Brig  Scanty  off  La- 
goSy  fune  2  1 . 

My  lord 

The  French  fleet  having  fur- 
rendered  on  the  14th,  and  the 
Britifli  commiflioners  having  fince 
embarked  for  England,  I  beg  leave 
fhortly  to  recapitulate  the  differ¬ 
ent  events  which  have  led  to  thefe 
defirable  objedls,  and  to  flate  to 
your  Lordfhip  the  prefent  fituation 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  as  far  as 
I  have  obtained  ccrredl  informa¬ 
tion.  The  general  feeling  of  the 
Spaniards  had  been  for  fome  time 
excited  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  in- 
dignation  at  the  conduct  of  the 
French.  The  information  of  the 
forced  renunciation  of  the  crown 
of  Spain  by  Charles  IV,  Ferdinand, 
and  all  the  royal  family,  in  favour 
of  Bonaparte,  appeared  to  be  the 
fignal  of  univerfal  oppontion  to 
the  views  of  France.  The  coun¬ 
cil  of  Seville,  one  of  the  principal 
provincial  jurisdictions  in  Spain, 
have  laid  hold  of  fome  ftatutes  in 
their  conftitution,  which  authorize 
their  rejecting  the  orders  of  the 
Supreme  council  of  Madrid  when 
thar  capital  fhall  be  in  ihe  power 
of  foreign  troops.  They  have 
therefore  affumed  an  independent 
authority  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand 
VII,  whom  they  have  proclaimed 

king; 
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kin? ;  and  after  fome  Drevious 
Heps,  they  have  formally  declared 
war  againft  France,  and  have  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  Spanifh  nation  ro 
fapport  them  ;  and  their  fupre- 
macy  has  been  acknowledged  by 
the  councils  of  feveral  other  pro¬ 
vinces.  In  Andalufia  they  col¬ 
lected  from  15  to  20,000  regular 
troops,  and  have  put  arms  in  the 
hands  of  upwards  of  60,000  pea- 
fants.  General  Caftanos  is  ap¬ 
pointed  commander  in  chief ;  and 
I  nnderiland  they  propofe,  out  of 
their  firit  levies,  to  augment  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  old  regiments 
to  double  their  prefent  numbers. 
Provincial  affemblies  are  alfo  form¬ 
ing  in  moll  of  the  large  towns,  and 
different  depots  fixed  upon  for  raif- 
ing  volunteers.  They  have  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  nearly  4000  cavalry,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  artillery,  as 
Seville  is  a  foundry,  and  one  of 
the  largeft  depots  in  Spain.  All 
accounts  agree,  that  in  every  part 
of  Spain  the  infurredtions  have 
commenced  almoft  at  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod  ;  many  fmall  detachments  of 
the  enemy,  and  many  officers  have 
been  cut  off.  General  Dupont 
was  on  his  march  to  Seville,  and 
had  already  palled  the  Morena 
mountains  when  the  infurreftion 
took  place.  He  has  pufned  on  to 
Cordova,  and,  by  the  intercepted 
difpatches,  we  learn  he  is  ftrengthen- 
ing  himfelf  there,  and  propofe 5  to 
wait  for  reinforcements.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Morena  paffics  in 
his  rear  have  been  occupied  by  5000 
Spaniards,  the  road  has  been 
broken  up;  and  I  truft,  all  com¬ 
munication  has  been  cut  off.  Gen. 
d’ Alrid  had  received  orders  to  join 
him  at  Seville  with  4000  men,  who 
were  to  a  {Tenable  at  Alcorentin  ;  but 
our  arrival  off  Ay  a  monte,  and  the 


arming  of  all  Spain,  and  the  alarms 
in  Portugal,  having  prevented  this 
movement,  I  truft  that  Gen.  Junot 
will  not  now  be  able  to  detach  any 
troops  from  Portugal,  though  wc 
under ftand  a  French  corps  has 
been  colleCTed  at  Elvas,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  can  exceed  4000  men, 
though  the  reports  of  its  ftrength 
are  very  various.  At  Faro  the 
Portugueffi  have  already  rifen,  have 
taken  or  deftroyed  a  detachment 
of  about  2 ©o  men,  have  feized  the 
arms  and  ammunition  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  which  the  French  had  col¬ 
lected  in  a  depot,  and  alfo  about 
40,000  dollars  fn  gold,  vfhich  the 
F  rench  general  had  ama fled. 

Front  *1 ice-admiral  lord  Colling - 
wood,  datyd  Ocean,  cjf  Cadiz., 
jfune  14. 

Sir, 

In  mv  letferiof  the  12th  inftant, 

j  y 

by  the  Alphea,  I  informed  you 
that  application  had  been  made 
for  a  ihip  to  carrv  to  England 
commifiioners  appointed  by  the 
fupreme  council  of  Seville,  to  treat 
with  his  Majefty's  minifters  on  fuc>i 
matters  as  are  important  to  the 
interefts  of  both  countries.  The 
Admiral  who  commands  in  the  port 
off  Cadiz  being  one  of  the  deputed, 
they  did  not  chufe  he  fhould  de¬ 
part  until  the  fur  render  of  the 
French  (hips,  which  took  place  this 
morning.  The  Spaniards  having 
conftruCted  an  additional  battery 
of  thirty  heavy  guns,  and  nu¬ 
merous  gun  and  bomb-veffels  hav¬ 
ing  taken  their  flations,  the  French 
fhips  (truck  their  colours  at  feven 
o’clock  this  morning,  and  foon  after 
the  Spanifh  were  hoiited  on  board 
them.  The  French  fhms,  I  un- 
derftand,  arc  not  at  all  injured,  as 
the  Spaniards  wanted  them  for 

their 
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their  own  life;  nor  has  there  been 
much  lofs  of  men  on  either  fide. 
The  Governor  fome  days  fince  (and 
before  1  came  here)  requeued  of 
Major-general  Spencer  to  proceed 
to  Ayamonte,  to  oppofe  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  French  army,  which 
was  faid  to  be  marching  from  Por¬ 
tugal  by  the  coaft  ;  and  yefterday 
the  tranfports  proceeded,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Zealous,  to 
that  quarter,  where  the  Windfor 
Cattle  had  conducted  a  detachment 
the  day  before. 

The  governor  of  Cadiz  has  no¬ 
tified  to  me,  that  the  commiffioners 
will  be  ready  to  embark  in  two 
daps.  As  the  Revenge  has  been 

J  <T7> 

Rationed  near  the  town,  where 
Sir  J.  Gore  has  had  much  inter¬ 
cot!  rfe  with  the  governor  and 
chiefs  in  command  during  the  late 

O 

operations,  and  witneffed  the  tem¬ 
pers  and  difpofition  of  the  people, 
I  have  ordered  that  fhip  to  receive 
them,  that  he  may  give  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  the  information 
they  may  defire  of  what  has  come 
within  his  obfervation  as  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  this  part  of  Spain. 
Application  has  been  made  to  me 
this  evening  by  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  at  Seville  and  the  Governor  of 
Cadiz,  to  give  a  palfbort  to  a  Spa- 
nifh  frigate  and  four  difpatch  vef- 
feis,  to  carry  to  ■  the  feveral  go¬ 
vernments  and  prefidencies  in  the 
Weft  Indies  information  of  the 
events  which  have  happened  in 
Spain,  and  their  inftruCtions  to 
the  governors;  and  alfo  that  a 
(loop  of  war  may  take  out  officers 
to  that  country,  whole  urefence 
there  is  important  ;  this  they  urge 
in  preference  to  their  going  in  a 
Spanifh  veffel,  as  it  will  convey  a 
proof  of  their  connection  with 
Great  Britain. 

Coll  i  no  wood. 


Letter  received  by  Sir  C  Cotton,  Bart, 
from  Capt.  Creyke ,  of  the  Eclipfe 
floop ,  detailing  the  fate  of  a  fairs 
at  Oporto. 

H.  M.  S.  Eclipfe ,  of  the  Bar 
of  Oporto,  J-iuie  20  • 

Sir, 

Since  the  account  I  had  the  ho- 
hour  of  delivering  to  you  on  the 
Toth  June,  Oporto  has  undergone 
two  revolutions,  and  has  been  fuc- 
ceffively  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  the  fubjeds  of  the 
prince  regent.  After  the  Spaniards 
had  delivered  the  forts  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  the 
national  colours  were  every  where 
hoifted,  the  French  were  again 
able  toeflablifn  their  authority,  in 
confequence  of  the  weak  and  un¬ 
determined  meafures  of  the  gover¬ 
nor,  Louis  d’Oliveira,  who  is  now 
confined  as  a  traitor ;  and  main¬ 
tained  it  till  the  16th,  the  day  of 
Corpus  Chrifti,  a  great  national 
feftival,  when  it  had  been  ufual 
for  the  Portuguefe  regiments  to 
attend  with  colours  flying.  The 
governor  d’Oliveira,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  orders  from  Junot,  at¬ 
tempted  to  eftablifh  the  French 
flag  inftead  of  the  Portuguefe  at 
the  proceffion.  This  violent  attack 
on  the  national  cuftom  drew  forth 
the  murmur  of  the  populace  to  fo 
great  a  degree,  that  an  attempt  to 
compromife  on  the  part  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  had  no  effect  ;  and  on  the 
1 8th,  in  the  evening,  the  day  before 
my  arrival  here,  they  were  excited 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  fury,  that 
countenanced  by  the  priefts,  the 
people  rofe  en  mafs ,  broke  open 
the  depots,  and  fupplied  themfelves 
with  25,000  (land  of  arms,  and, 
together  with  the  regulars,  formed 
a  m oft  determined  and  enthufiaflic 
army.  From  this  moment  all 

French 
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French  authority  ceafed,  and  every 
man,  either  French,  or  fufpected 
of  being  inclined  to  the  French  in- 
tereft,  was  arrefted.  The  Bifnop 
of  Oporto  was  eledted  as  the  new 
governor,  and  an  army  of  20,000 
men  fent  to  meet  the  French,  who 
had  advanced,  to  the  amount  of 
900,  within  fix  leagues  of  Oporto. 
The  enthuliafm  has  communicated 
from  one  to  the  other;  and  the 
Portuguefe  provinces  of  Tralos 
Montes,  Minho,  and  the  northern 
parts  of  Beira,  in  imitation  of  the 
Spaniards,  have  rifen  in  arms,  de¬ 
termined  to  extirpate  the  French 
from  their  kingdom.  From  the 
mod  moderate  accounts,  befides 
what  are  at  Oporto,  I  may  eftimate 
them  at  upwards  of  100,000  men. 
All  the  regular  regiments  dif- 
banded  by  the  French  are  forming 
again  with  the  greatefl  alacrity, 
and  will  foon  join  them.  I  have 
this  day  had  an  interview  with  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  conduct¬ 
ed  to  him  amidft  the  fhouts  and 
huzzas  of  the  populace.  To-mor¬ 
row  I  fend  a  party  of  men  to 
mount  the  guns  of  a  large  Brazil 
fhip,  the  command  of  which  is 
given  to  an  Englifhman,  and  def- 
tined  as  a  floating  battery  to  de¬ 
fend  the  bridge,  in  cafe  the  French 
fhould  have  the  temerity  to  ap¬ 
proach,  though  fuch  an  event  is 
not  to  be  apprehended.  If  any  re- 
quifition  is  made  for  powder,  I 
fhall  comply  with  it  ;  but  they  have 
at  prefent  abundance  of  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  provifions.  The 
deteftation  of  the  Portuguefe  to 
the  French  is  fo  great,  that  Captain 
Jones  and  myfelf,  after  having 
begged  the  life  of  the  French  In- 
tendant  of  police,  had  the  greatefl 
difficulty  in  conveying  him  a  pri. 
foner  to  the  boat :  and  the  unbound¬ 


ed  love  and  refpedt  for  the  Englifh 
alone  prevented  the  enraged  popu¬ 
lace  from  tearing  him  to  pieces. 

G.  A.  Creyke. 

From  Captain  Dighy,  of  the  Cof~ 
face  s  addrcjfed  to,  and  tranfmitted 
bj  Lord  Qambier . 

Coffacli ,  off  St.  Artdero , 

June  2  £. 

My  Lord, 

The  la  ft  opportunity  I  had  of 
writing  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  ac¬ 
quainted  you  of  my  intention  to 
go  to  St.  Andero  immediately,  and 
afford  every  affiftance  in  my  power 
to  the  loyal  inhabitants,  and  bring 
off  any  Britifh  fubjects  that  might 
with  to  come  away,  in  the  prefent 
uncertain  ftate  of  the  country  ;  and 
I  had  intelligence  that  the  French 
frigate  in  Paffage,  accompanied  by 
feveral  gun-boats,  was  expedted  to 
make  a  defcent  on  that  part  of 
the  coafti  owing  to  the  ftrong 
eafterly  winds  and  long  calms,  I 
did  not  get  there  till  the  21ft.  The 
fignal-poft  difplayed  a  flag  of  truce, 
which  was  anfwered  by  both  {hips. 
The  Captain  of  the  port,  Don  Vin- 
cento  Camino,  came  on  board  ;  he 
told  us  that  the  French  army  were 
foon  expedited  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  pafs  in  the  mountains  that 
guarded  the  approach  to  the  town  ; 
he  invited  us  to  anchor  in  Sarde- 
nero  Bay,  which  we  did  at  five 
P.M.  :  until  he  had  made  his  report 
to  the  Bifhop,  who  was  the  prefent 
governor,  he  wifhed  us  not  to  land. 
No  boat  returning  by  one  o’clock 
the  next  day,  I  concluded  fome 
fudden  attack,  or  unexpected  event, 
muft  have  taken  place.  In  the 
afternoon  a  brig  came  out  of  the 
harbour  full  of  people  of  all  def- 
criptions,  who  had  left  the  town 
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6a  the  report  that  the  French  were 
advancing.  I  immediately  got 
under  weigh,  and  Tent  Capr.  Daly, 
of  the  Comet,  up  the  harbour,  to 
gain  fome  confirmed  Intelligence, 
and,  fhould  the  report  prove  true, 
to  reconnoitre  the  fort,  and  find 
out  where  the  principal  magazine 
was,  and,  if  poffible,  to  deftroy  it. 
Between  eight  and  nine  P.M. 
Captain  Daly  returned  with  certain 
information,  that  the  French  army 
had  gained  the  oafs,  and  had  halt¬ 
ed  only  a  few  miles  from  the  town, 
and  were  expected  to  enter  that 
night  or  next  day.  Captain  Daly 
alfomade  every  poffible  obfervation. 
and  had  himfelf  fpiked  the  guns 
in  two  forts  near  the  town,  and 
he  requeued  to  go  and  deftroy 
the  magazine,  and  the  guns  in  the 
forts  that  guard  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour.  I  fhould  certainly  have 
fent  the  boats  that  night  ;  but  the 
great  chance  of  their  being  taken 

O 

by  furprife,  fhould  the  -enemy  ad¬ 
vance,  and  the  night  being  very 
dark  and  fqually,  with  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  bad  weather,  made  me 
defer  it  till  the  next  morning:  at 
day-light  we  flood  into  the  bay, 
and  manned  and  armed  two  boats 
from  each  fh ip,  under  the  orders 
of  Captain  Daly  ;  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Lieutenant  H.  M.  Her¬ 
bert,  of  theCoffack,  and  Lieutenant 
Read,  of  the  royal  marines,  and 
feveral  of  the  younger  officers,  who 
,ail  volunteered  their  fervices  :  they 
left  this  fliip  foon  after,  fix  o’clock, 
and  landed  about  eight,  fpiked  all 
the  guns  in  Fort  St.  Salvador  de 
Ano,  and  fort  Sedra,  and  wedged 
foot  in  the  chambers  of  them, 
which  renders  them  quite  ufelefs ; 
the  magazine  was  at  fome  little  dif- 
tance,  and  had  500  whole  barrels  of 
powder  in  it,  befides  quantities  of 
other  ftores  :  all  which  was  com¬ 


pletely  deftroyed,  great  part  by 
throwing  it  over  the  cliffs  into  the 
fea,  leaving  fufficient  to  blow  ttp 
the  magazine  :  the  train  was  laid 
for  a  confiderabie  diftance,  and  it 
was  let  off about  teno’clock,  which 
inftantly  levelled  the  whole  build¬ 
ing  to  the  ground.  Finding  fome 
more  powder  in  Fort  Sedra,  a  train 
was  laid  to  it,  which  took  effefl, 
and  blew  part  of  the  houfe  and 
ftorehoufe  in  it  up.  The  two  other 
forts  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay 
they  could  not  attempt,  as  the  furf 
was  fo  high  it  was  impoffible  to 
land,  and  to  walk  round  was  too 
far  from  the  boats,  as  they  had  not 
a  moment  to  fpare  ;  having  heard 
before  they  fet  fire  to  theftrft  train, 
that  the  French  had  entered  the 
town,  and  they  expefled  a  ftrong 
guard  at  the  forts.  The  boats  left 
the  (ho  re-  by  eleven  o’clock,  and 
had  juft  got  round  the  point  of  De 
Ann,  when  a  confiderabie  body  of 
French  dragoons  appeared  on  the 
hill,  and  took  poft  near  the  fmok- 
ing  ruins  of  the  magazine.  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  captain  Daly  and 
Lieutenant  Ifteacl  of  the  marines  are 
much  fcorched,  particularly  Lieut. 
Read,  in  fetting  fire  to  the  fail 
train,  but  am  happy  to  find  his  eyes 
are  fafe,  and  he  is  doing  well. 
Captain  Daly  (peaks  in  high  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  zeal  arid  exertion 
of  every  officer  and  man  employed 
with  him. 

George  Dig  by. 


Dowsing  Street ,  Aug.  1  6. 

The  foil  owing  dif  patch  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  Husk 

—  O 

Dalrymple  K.  B. 

Head  quarters ,  Andujar ,  July  21. 
Si  r, 

1  had  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
in  my  letter  of  the  17th  July,  that 

in 
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Li  a  council  of  war  held  on  that 
day  at  head  quarters,  it  was  re- 
iolved  that  the  divifion  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Coupigny  fhould  join  that 
of  Major-general  Reding,  and 
that  the  attack  upon  JBaylen  fhould 
be  undertaken  with  the  united  force 
of  the  two  divifions,  whilft  the 
third  divifion  and  the  referve  fhould 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
by  a  feigned  attack  upon  Andujar. 
Major-general  Reding  entered 
Baylen  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th, 
at  nine;  he  met  with  little  oppofi- 

tion.  Tha  enemy  retreated  to- 

* 

wards  La  Carolina.  The  Major- 
general  wrote  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  for  orders,  either  to  advance 
againft  Andujar,  or  to  purfue  the 
column  which  was  retiring  upon 
La  Carolina.  General  Caftanos 
ordered  him  to  advance  upon  An¬ 
dujar  without  delay.  On  the  19th, 
at  two  A.M.  the  General  received 
information  of  the  retreat  of  the 
French  from  Andujar.  Lieute¬ 
nant-general  Pena,  with  the  referve, 
was  ordered  to  advance  immediate¬ 
ly  towards  Baylen.  The  French 
hegan  their  retreat  at  nine  P.M. 
x  8th  July.  A  letter  from  General 
Reding  informed  the  Commander 
in  Chief  thathe  intended  commence- 
ing  his  march  from  Baylen  towards 
Andujar  at  three  A.M.  19th  July. 
At  two  P.  M.  the  advanced  guard 
of  General  Pena’s  divifion  came  up 
with  the  enemy.  At  this  moment 
an  exprefs  arrived  from  Major-gen. 
Reding,  to  inform  the  Lieutenant- 
general  that  he  had  been  engaged 
with  the  divifion  of  General  Du¬ 
pont  Irom  three  in  the  morning  till 
eleven  ;  that  he  had  repulfed  the 
French,  and  remained  mailer  of 
the  field  of  battle.  The  guns  of 
the  advanced  guard  of  Lieutenant- 
general  Pena’s  divifion  had  fcarce- 


ly  begun  to  fire,  when  a  flag  of 
truce  arrived  to  treat  upon  the 
terms  of  a  capitulation.  General 
Dupont  was  told  he  muft  furrender 
at  difcretion.  The  difcuflion  did 
not  laft  long.  Lieutenant-general 
Pena  halted,  and  formed  his  divi¬ 
fion  upon  the  heights  of  Umbla, 
dillant  three  miles  from  Baylen  5 
between  four  and  five  general  Caf- 
teiick  aide-de-camp  to  Buonaparte, 
was  fent  by  General  Dupont  with 
orders  to  treat  with  General  Caf¬ 
tanos  in  perfon.  At  nine  P.  M. 
Major-general  Reding  informed  the 
Lieutenant-general,  that  during  the 
truce  he  had  been  treacheroufly  at¬ 
tacked  by  General  Wedel,  who  was 
juft  come  from  La  Carolina  with  a 
reinforcement  of  6000  men  ;  and 
that  the  battalion  of  Cordova  had 
been  furprifed  and  taken  prifoners, 
together  with  two  field  pieces.  The 
negotiations  lafted  till  the  evening 

o  ty 

of  the  20th,  and  the  glorious  re- 
fult  I  have  the  honour  to  enelofe, 
is  as  exa£l  an  account  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  on  both  fides,  as  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  in  the 
hurry  of  the  moment.  The  French 
themfelves  acknowledge  the  brave¬ 
ry  and  fteadinefs  of  the  Spanifh 
troops  ;  their  nrmnefs,  conftancy, 
and  perfeverance,  under  the  great- 
eft  poffible  privations,  are  worthy 
of  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
particularly  when  it  is  remembered 
that  half  the  army  is  compofed  of 

new- railed  levies. - The  Marquis 

Coup:gny  is  detached  with  his  di¬ 
vifion  to  take  immediate  pofieflion 
of  the  paiTes  of  Sierra  Morena. 
General  Caftanos  deferves  the 
highcft  praifc  for  his  well  conceived 
plan,  and  for  the  cool  determina¬ 
tion  with  which  he  has  carried  it 
into  execution,  in  fpite  oi  the  po¬ 
pular  clamour  for  the  immediate 

attack 
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attack  on  the  pofition  or  Andujar. 
— VVhilft  the  negociations  were 
carried  on,  Gen.  Calianos  received 
an  intercepted  difpatch  from  the 
Duke  ofRovigo  to  Dupont,  order¬ 
ing  him  to  retreat  immediately 
upon  Madrid,  as  the  army  of  Gal- 
licia  was  rapidly  advancing.  This 
determined  the  General  to  admit 
the  capitulation  of  General  Wedel. 

French  force: — Divifion  of  Du¬ 
pont,  8000  rank  and  rile  ;  divifion 
of  Wedel,  6000.  Total  14,000. 
— -S.panifh  force  : — Reding,  9000  ; 
Coupigny,  5000 ;  Pena,  6000 ; 
Jones,  5000.  Total  25,000  * — • 
Jbiearly  3000  of  the  French  killed 
and  wounded.  From  1000  to  1200 
of  the  Spaniards  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed. 

Terms  of  Capitulation, 

The  divifion  of  General  Dupont 
prifoners  of  war.  The  divifion  of 
General  Wedel  to  deliver  up  their 
arms  till  their  arrival  at.  Cadiz, 
where  they  are  to  be  embarked  and 
conveyed  to  Rochefort.  There  no 
longer  exifts  a  French  force  in  An- 
dalufia. 

S.  Whittingiiam, 

1 3th  light  dragoons. 

N.  B.  The  divifion  of  General 
Dupont  is  alfo  to  return  to  France 
by  Rochefort. 

Upon  the  fird  of  Augud  it  was 
believed  there  was  not  a  French¬ 
man  remaining  in  the  capital. 


LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDI¬ 
NARY,  SEPTEMBER  3. 

Downing -fl  re  ety  Sept.  2. 

The  following  dl (patches  were 
laft  night  received  from  Lieut-gen. 
Sir  H.  Burrard  and  Lieut-Gen.  Sir 


A.  Wellefley,  dated  from  head¬ 
quarters  at  i.ourinha,  brought  by 
Capt.  Campbell,  aide-de-camp  to 
Sir  A.  Wellefley,  addreffed  to  Lord 
vifcount  Caftlereagh,  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Fate. 

Ex  fra  Si  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut,- gen* 
Sir  A.  Wellefley  ,  dated  Head~ 
quarters  at  CaldaSy  Aug.  1 6. 

I  marched  from  Lyria  on  the 
13th,  and  arrived  at  Alcobaca  on 
the  19th,  which  place  the  enemy- 
had  abandoned  on  the  preceding 
night  :  and  I  arrived  here  yefter- 
day.  The  enemy,  about  4000  in 
number,  were  polled  about  10 
miles  from  hence,  at  Borica  ;  and 
they  occupied  Brilos,  about  three 
miles  from  hence,  with  their  ad¬ 
vanced  polls.  As  the  pofTefEon 
of  this  lafl  village  was  important 
to  our  future  operations,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  occupy  it ;  and  as  foon 
as  the  Britifh  infantry  arrived  upon 
theground,  I  diredled  that  it  might 
be  occupied  by  a  detachment,  con¬ 
fining  of  four  companies  of  rifle¬ 
men  of  the  60th  and  95th  regi¬ 
ments.  The  enemy,  confifling  of 
a  fmall  piquet  of  infantry  and 
a  few  cavalry,  made  a  trifling  re¬ 
finance,  and  retired  ;  but  they 
were  followed  by  a  detachment  of 
our  riflemen  to  the  didance  of  three 
miles  from  Brilos.  The  riflemen 
were  then  attacked  by  a  fuperior 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  attempted 
to  cut  them  off  from  the  main  body 
of  the  detachment  to  which  they 
belonged,  which  had  now  advanced 
to  their  f up  port ;  larger  bodies  of 
the  enemy  appeared  on  both  the 
flanks  of  the  detachment,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  Major-gen. 


*  Of  this  total  one  half  pea  fantry. 
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Spencer,  who  had  gone  out  to 
Obidos,  when  he  had  heard  that 
the  riflemen  had  advanced  in  pur. 
fuit  of  the  enemy,  was  ehabled  to 
effect  a  retreat  to  that  village. 
They  have  fince  remained  in  pof- 
feflion  of  it,  and  the  enemy  have 
entirely  retired  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  In  this  little  affair  of 
the  advanced  polls,  which  was  oc- 
cafloned  folely  by  the  eagernefs  of 
the  troops  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 

I  am  concerned  to  add,  that  lieut. 
Bunbury,  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
95th,  was  killed,  and  the  hon.  capt. 
Pakenham  wounded,  but  {lightly; 
and  we  have  loft  1  rank  and  file 
killed,  5  wounded,  and  2 1  miffing. 

Head  Q  uartersy  at  Villa  Verde , 
Aug .  17. 

My  lord. 

The  French  general  Laborde 
having  continued  in  his  pofltion 
at  Roleia  fince  my  arrival  at 
Caldas  on  the  15th  inftant,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  attack  him  in  it  this 
morning.  Roleia  is  fltuated  on  an 
eminence,  having  a  plain  iii  its 
front,  at  the  end  of  a  valley,  which 
commences  at  Caldas,  and  is  clofed 
to  the  fouthward  by  mountains, 
which  join  the  hills,  forming  the 
valley  on  the  left,  looking  from 
Caldas.  In  the  centre  of  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  about  eight  miles  from 
Roleia,  is  the  town  and  old  Moorifli 
fort  of  Obidos,  from  whence  the 
enemy's  picquets  had  been  driven 
on  the  15th;  and  from  that  time 
he  had  pofts  in  the  hills  on  both 
fides  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  in  the 
plain  in  frontof  his  army,  which  was 
*pofted  on  the  heights  in  front  of  Ro¬ 
leia,  its  right  refting  upon  the  hills , 
its  left  upon  an  eminence,  on  which 
was  a  windmill,  and  the  whole  co¬ 
vering  four  or  five  paflfes  into  the 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 


mountains  in  his  rear.  I  have  rea** 
fon  to  believe  that  his  force  con* 
lifted  of  at  leaft  6000  men,  of  which 
above  500  were  cavalry,  with  five 
pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  there  was 
fome  reafon  to  believe  that  gen. 
Loifon,  who  was  at  Rio  Major  yef- 
terday,  would  join  gen.  Laborde  by 
his  right  in  the  courfe  of  the  night. 
The  plan  of  attack  was  formed  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  and  the  army  having 
broken  up  from  Caldas  this  morn¬ 
ing,  was  formed  into  three  columns  ; 
the  right,  conftfting  of  1200  Por- 
tuguefe  infantry  and  50  Portuguefe 
cavalry,  deftined  to  turn  the  ene¬ 
my’s  left,  and  penetrate  into  the 
mountains  in  his  rear :  the  left, 
confifting  of  major-gen.  Fergufon’s 
and  brig. -gen.  Bowes’s  brigades  of 
infantry,  three  companies  of  rifle¬ 
men  a  brigade  of  light  artillery, 
and  20  Britifli  and  20  Portuguefe 
cavalry,  was  deftined,  under  the 
command  of  major-gen.  Fergufon, 
to  afcend  the  hills  at  Obidos,  to» 
turn  all  the  enemy’s  pofts  on  the 
left  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  the 
right  of  the  poft  at  Roleia  :  this 
corps  was  alfo  deftined  to  watch 
the  motions  of  gen.  Loifon,  on  the 
enemy’s  right,  who  I  had  heard 
had  moved  from  Rio  Major  to¬ 
wards  Alcoentre  laft  night.  The 
centre  column,  confifting  of  major- 
gen.  Hill's,  brig. -gen.  Nightin¬ 
gale’s,  brig. -gen.  Craufurd’s  and 
brig. -gen.  Fane’s  brigades,  (with 
the  exception  of  the  riflemen  de¬ 
tached  with  major-gen.  Fergufon,)i 
and  400  Portuguefe  light  infantry, 
the  Britifh  and  Portuguefe  cavalry, 
a  brigade  of  9-pounders  and  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  6-pounders,  were  deftined 
to  attack  gen.  Laborde’s  poflrion  in 
front.  The  columns  being  formed, 
the  troops  moved  from  Obidos 
about  feven  in  the  morning.  Brig.*. 

Series.  *  N  gen. 
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gen.  Fane’s  riflemen  were  im- 

<o 

mediately  detached  into  the  hills 
on  the  left  of  the  valley,  to  keep 
tip  the  communication  between  the 
centre  and  left  columns,  and  to 
protedf  the  march  of  the  former 
along  the  valley  ;  and  the  enemy’s 
ports  were  fucceflively  driven  in. 
Major-gen.  Hill’s  brigade,  formed 
in  three  columns  of  battalions, 
moved  on  the  right  of  the  valley, 
fupported  by  the  cavalry,  in  order 
toattack theenemy’s left;  and brig.- 
generals  Nightingale  and  Craufard 
moved  with  the  artillery  along  the 
high  road,  until  at  length  the  for¬ 
mer  formed  in  the  plain,  immedi¬ 
ately  in  the  enemy’s  front,  fup¬ 
ported  by  the  light  infantry  com¬ 
panies,  and  the  45th  regiment 
of  brig. -gen.  Craufurd’s  brigade, 
while  the  two  other  regiments  of 
this  brigade  (the  50th  and  91ft), 
and  half  of  the  9-pounder  brigade, 
were  kept  as  a  reserve  in  the  rear. 
Major- gen.  Hill  and  brig. -gen. 
Nightingale  advanced  upon  the 
enemy’s  port t ion,  and  at  the  fame 
moment  brig. -gen.  Fane’s  riflemen 
were  in  the  hills  on  his  right  ;  the 
Portuguefe  infantry  in  a  village 
upon  his  left ;  and  major-gen.  Fer- 
gufon’s  column  was  defcending 
from  the  heights  into  the  plain. 
From  this  fnuation  the  enemy  re¬ 
tired  by  the  partes  in  the  mountains 
with  the  utmoft  regularity  and  the 
greateft  celerity ;  and,  notwith- 
llanding  the  rapid  advances  of  the 
Britifh  infantry,  the  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  body  of  cavalry  was  the 
caufe  of  his  fuffering  but  little  lofs 
in  the  plain.  It  was  then  neceffary 
to  make  a  difpofition  to  attack  the 
formidable  pofltion  which  he  had 
taken  up.  Brig.-gen.  Fane’s  rifle¬ 
men  were  already  in  the  mountains 
mi  his  right,  and  no  time  was  loft 


in  attacking  the  different  partes,  n$ 
well  to  fupport  the  riflemen  as  to 
defeat  theenemy  completely.— The 
Pottuguefe  infantry  were  ordered 
to  move  up  a  pafs  on  the  right  of 
the  whole  ;  the  light  companies  of 
major-gen*  HilFs  brigade  and  the 
i£th  regiment  moved  up  a  pafs 
next  on  the  right;  and  the  2  9  th  regi¬ 
ment,  fupported  by  the  9th,  under 
brig.-gen.  Nightingale,  a  third 
pafs;  and  the  45th  and  8 2d  regi¬ 
ments  pafles  on  the  left.  Thefe 
paffes  were  all  difficult  of  accefs, 
and  fome  of  them  were  well  de¬ 
fended  by  the  enemy,  particularly 
that  which  was  attackedby  the  29th 
and  9th  regiments.  Thefe  regi¬ 
ments  attacked  with  the  greateft 
impetuofity,  and  reached  the  ene¬ 
my  before  thofe  whofe  attacks  v/ere 
to  be  made  on  their  flanks :  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  enemy  was  defperate, 
and  it  was  in  this  attack  principally 
that  we  fuftained  the  lofs  which  we 
have  to  lament,  particularly  of  that 
gallant  officer  the  hon.  lieut.-coL 
Lake,  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on 
this  occaflon.— The  enemy  wras, 
however,  driven  from  all  the  pofi- 
tions  he  had  taken  in  the  paffes  of 
the  mountains,  and  our  troops  were 
advanced  in  the  plains  on  their  tops. 
For  a  conflderable  length  of  time 
the  29th  and  9th  regiments  alone 
were  advanced  to  this  point,  with 
brig.-gen.  Fane’s  riflemen  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  on  the  left,  and  they  were 
afterwards  fupported  by  the  51k 
regiment,  and  by  the  light  compa¬ 
nies  of  major-gen.  Hill's  brigade, 
which  had  come  up  on  their  right ; 
and  by  the  other  troops  ordered  to 
afeend  the  mountains,  who  came 
up  by  degrees.  The  enemy  here 
made  three  mod  gallant  attacks 
upon  the  29th  and  9th  regiments, 
fupported,  as  I  have  above  ftated, 
1  with 
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V/ith  a  view  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
his  defeated  army  ;  in  all  of  which 
he  was,  however,  repulfed  ;  but  he 
fucceeded  in  effe&in^  his  retreat  in 
good  order,  owing  principally  to 
my  want  of  cavalry,  and,  fecondly, 
to  the  difficulty  of  bringing  up  the 
paffes  of  the  mountain,  with  cele¬ 
rity,  a  fufficient  number  of  troops, 
and  of  cannon,  to  fupport  thofe 
which  had  firfl  afcended.  The  lofs 
of  the  enemy  has,  however,  been 
very  great ;  and  he  left  three  pieces 
of  cannon  in  our  hands.  I  cannot 
fufficiently  applaud  the  conduct  of 
the  troops  throughout  this  aftiori. 
The  enemy’s  pofitions  were  formi¬ 
dable,  and  he  took  them  up  with 
his  ufual  ability  and  celerity,  and 
defended  them  moft  gallantly.  But 
I  muft  obferve,  that  although  we 
had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  numbers 
employed  in  the  operations  of  this 
day,  the  troops  actually  engaged 
in  the  heat  of  theaftion  were,  from 
unfavourable  circumftances,  only 
the  yth,  9th,  29th,  the  riflemen  of 
the  95th  and  60th,  and  the  flank 
companies  of  major-gen.  Hill’s  bri¬ 
gade,  being  a  number  by  no  means 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  their 
condutfl,  therefore ,  deferves  the 
higheft  commendation. — I  cannot 
avoid  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
exprefling  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  aid  and  fupport  I  received 
from  ail  the  general  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  of  this  army.  I  am  particu¬ 
larly  indebted  to  major'-gen.  Spen¬ 
cer  for  the  advice  and  afliftance  I 
received  from  him,  to  major-gen. 
Fergufon  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  led  the  left  column,  and  to  ma¬ 
jor-general  Hill,  and  brig. -generals 
Nightingale  and  Fane,  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  conduced  the 
different  attacks  which  they  led.  I 
derived  moft  material  afliftance  al- 
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fo  from  lieutenant-colonel  Tucker 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Bathurft  in 
the  offices  of  deputy  adjutant,  and 
deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  and 
from  the  officers  of  the  ftaff  em¬ 
ployed  under  them.  I  muft  alfo 
mention  that  1  had  every  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  artillery  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Robe. — I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  herewith  a 
return  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing.  Arthur  Wellesley. 

Officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft. — - 
General  ftaff:  c?pt.  K.  J.  Bradford* 
3d  regiment  guards,  dep.  affift. 
adj.  gen.,  killed.-— Artillery  :  capt. 
H.  Geary,  killed. — Engineers,  capt. 
H.  Elphinftone,  badly  wounded  — 
5th  foot  :  major  Ernes,  ftightly 
wounded  ;  lieut.  Doyle,  wounded. 
—  9th  foot  :  lieut. -col.  Stuart,  fe- 
verely  wounded  ;  major  Molle, 
capt.  Sankey,  and  enflgn  Nichols, 
wounded. —  29th  foot:  lieut. -col. 
the  hon.  G.  A.  F.  Lake,  killed ; 
majors  G.  Way,  and  T.  Egerfon; 
capts,  P.  Hodge,  and  A.  Patifon  ; 
lieuts.  R.  Birmingham,  St.  John, 
W.  Lucas,  and  R.  Stannus,  wound¬ 
ed  :  capt.  G.  Tod ;  lieuts.  W. 
Birmingham.  A.  Newbold,  and  T. 
Langton,  miffing. — 6th  foot :  capt. 

J.  Curry,  flightly  wounded. — 45th 
foot  :  enflgn  Dawfon,  killed  ; 
lieut.  Burke,  flightly  wounded. — 

8  2d  foot  :  lieut.  R.  Reid,  danger- 
oufly  wounded. — 60th  foot :  lieut. 
Kiety,  enflgn  Dawes,  and  adj.  De 
Gilfo,  flightly  wounded. — 95th 
foot :  capt.  Creagh,  and  lieuts. 
Hill  and  Cortman,  flightly  wound¬ 
ed. 

Abftraft  of  the  above  return — 

4  officers  killed  ;  20  officers  wound® 
ed  ;  4  officers  miffing ;  3  non- 

commiffioned  officers  and  drum¬ 
mers  wounded ;  2  non.commiffion- 
*  N  2  ed 
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ed  officers  and  drummers  miffing  ; 
63  rank  and  file  killed  ;  295  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  68  rank  and  file 
miffing ;  1  horfe  killed  ;  2  horfes 
wounded. — -Total  officers,  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  rank  and  file,  and 
horfes,  killed,  wounded,  and  miff¬ 
ing,  4Hz. 

G.  B.  Tucker,  dep.  adj.-gen. 

Head  Quarters ,  at Lourinha,  Aug .  1 8. 

My  lord. 

Since  I  w’rote  to  you  laft  night, 

I  have  heard  from  brig.-gen. 
Anftruther,  that  he  is  on  the  coaft 
of  Peniche,  with  the  fleet  of  vic¬ 
tuallers  and  ftore-fhips,  in  charge 
of  capt.  Bligh,  of  the  Alfred, 
with  a  part  of  the  force  detached 
from  England  under  brig. -general 
Acklafid,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  orders  which  1  had  left  at 
Mondego  bay  for  gen.  Ackland, 
which  he  had  opened.  I  have  or¬ 
dered  brig.-gen.  Anftruther  to  land 
immediately  ;  and  I  have  moved 
to  this  place,  in  order,  to  proted  his 
landing,  and  facilitate  his  jundion, 
Gen.  Loifon  joined  gen.  Laborde 
in  the  courfe  of  laft  night  at  Tor¬ 
res  Vedras  ;  and  X  underftand  that 
both  began  their  march  towards 
Liibon  this  morning.  I  alfo  hear 
that  gen.  Junothas  arrived  this  day 
at  Torres  Vedras,  with  a  fmall 
corps  from  Lifb'on ;  and  X  con¬ 
clude  that  the  whole  of  the  French 
army  will  be  affembled  between 
Torres  Vedras  and  the  capital  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

Arthur  Wellesley. 

Head  Quarters ,  Maceira ,  Aug .  2  1 , 
My  lord, 

The  report  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclofe  to  your  lordfhip, 
made  at  my  requeft  by  lieut.- 
gen.  fir  A.  Wellefley,  conveys  in¬ 


formation  which  cannot  but  prove 
highly  gratifying  to  his  majefty. — 
On  my  landing  this  morning,  X 
found  that  the  enemy’s  attack  had 
already  commenced,  and  I  was  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  reach  the  field  of 
adion  in  time  to  witnefs  and  ap¬ 
prove  of  every  difpofition  that  had 
been  and  was  afterwards  made  by 
fir  A.  Wellefley,  his  comprehenfive 
mind  furnifhing  a  ready  refource 
in  every  emergency,  and  rendering 
it  quite  unneceffary  to  dired  any 
alteration.— *1  am  happy  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  bear  teftimony  to  the 
great  fpirit  and  good  condud  dif- 
played  by  ail  the  troops  compofing 
this  gallant  army  in  this  well-con- 
tefted  adion.  I  fend  this  difpatch 
by  capt.  Campbell,  aide-de-camp  to 
iir  A.  Wellefley,  no  perfon  being 
better  qualified  to  give  your  lord- 
fb ip  information. 

Harry  Burrard,  lieut.-gen. 

Sir,  Vimiera ,  Aug .  2i« 

X  have  the  honour  to  report  to 
you,  that  the  enemy  attacked  us  in 
our  pofition  at  Vimiera  this  morn¬ 
ing.  The  village  of  Vimiera  Hands- 
in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  the 
river  Maceira  ;  at  the  back,  and  to 
the  weftward  and  northward  of 
the  village,  is  a  mountain,  the 
weftern  point  of  which  touches  the 
lea,  and  the  eaftern  is  feparated  by 
a  deep  ravine  from  the  heights, 
over  which  paffes  the  road  which 
leads  from  Lourinha  and  the  north¬ 
ward,  to  Vimiera.  The  greater 
part  of  the  infantry,  the  ift,  2d,  3d, 
4th,  5th,  and  8th  brigades  were 
polled  on  this  mountain,  with  eight 
pieces  of  artillery  ;  major-general 
Hill’s  brigade  being  on  the  right, 
major-general  Fergufon’s  on  the 
left,  having  one  battalion  on  the 
heights,  feparated*  from  the  rnouti 
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tain.  On  the  eaftern  and  fouthern 
fide  of  the  town  is  a  hill,  which  is 
entirely  commanded,  particularly 
on  its  right,  by  the  mountain  to  the 
weftward  of  the  town,  and  com¬ 
manding  all  the  ground  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  the  fouthward 
and  eaftward,  on  which  brigadier- 
general  Fane  was  polled  with  his 
riflemen,  and  the  50th  regiment, 
and  brigadier-general  Anllruther 
with  his  brigade,  with  half  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  6-pounders,  and  half  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  q.  pounders,  which  had  been 
ordered  to  the  policion  in  the  courfe 
of  lad  night.  The  ground  over 
which  pafles  the  road  to  Lourinha 
commanded  the  left  of  this  height, 
and  it  had  not  been  occupied,  ex¬ 
cepting  by  a  piquet,  as  the  camp 
had  been  taken  up  only  for  one 
night ;  and  there  was  no  water  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  height. 
The  cavalry  and  the  referve  of  ar¬ 
tillery  were  in  the  valley,  between 
the  hills  on  which  the  infantry 
flood  ;  both  flanking  and  fupport- 
ing  brigadier-general  Fane's  ad¬ 
vanced  guard.  The  enemy  firft 
appeared  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  in  large  bodies  of  cavalry 
on  our  left,  upon  the  heights  on  the 
road  to  Lourinha  ;  and  it  was  foon 
obvious  that  the  attack  would  be 
made  on  our  advanced  guard,  and 
the  left  of  ourpofition  ;  and  major- 
general  Fergufon’s  brigade  was 
immediately  moved  acrofs  the  ra¬ 
vine  to  the  heights,  on  the  road  to 
Lourinha,  with  three  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  :  he  was  followed  fucceflively 
by  brigadier. general  Nightingale 
with  his  brigade,  and  three  pieces 
of  cannon  ;  brigadier-general  Ack- 
land  with  his  brigade,  and  briga¬ 
dier-general  Bowes  with  his  bri¬ 
gade.  Thefe  troops  Were  formed 
(major-general  Fergufon’s  brigade 


in  the  firft  line ;  brigadier-general 
Nightingale’s  in  the  fecond  ;  and 
brigadier-general  Bowes’s  and  Ack- 
land’s,  in  columns  in  the  rear)  on 
thofe  heights,  with  their  right  upon 
the  valley  which  leads  into  Vimie- 
ra  ;  and  their  left  upon  the  other 
ravine,  which  feparates  thefe  heights 
from  the  range  which  terminates 
at  the  landing-place  at  Maceira. 
On  thefe  laft  mentioned  heights, 
the  Portuguefe  troops,  which  had 
been  in  the  bottom  near  Vimiera, 
were  poked  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  they  were  fupported  by  briga- 
dier-general  Craufurd’s  brigade,, 
The  troops  of  the  advanced  guard 
on  the  height  to  the  fouthward  and 
eaftward  to  the  town  were  deemed 
fufficient  for  its  defence  ;  and  ma¬ 
jor-general  Hill  was  moved  to  the 
centre  of  the  mountain  on  which 
the  great  body  of  the  infantry  had 
been  polled,  as  a  fupport  to  thefe 
troops,  and  as  a  referve  to  the 
whole  army.  In  addition  to  this 
fupport,  thefe  troops  had  that  of  the 
cavalry  in  the  rear  of  the  right. 
The  enemy's  attack  began  in  feve- 
ral  columns  upon  the  whole  of  the 
troops  on  this  height ;  on  the  left 
they  advanced,  notwithftanding  the 
fire  of  the  riflemen,  clofe  to  the  50th 
regiment,  and  were  checked  and 
driven  back  only  by  the  bayonets 
of  that  corps.  The  2d  battalion 
43d  regiment  was  likewife  clofely 
engaged  with  them  in  the  road 
which  leads  into  Vimiera;  a  part 
of  that  corps  having  been  ordered 
into  the  church-yard  to  prevent 
1  hern  from  penetrating  into  thetown. 
On  the  right  of  the  pofiticn  they 
were  repulfed  by  the  bayonets  of 
the  97th  regiment,  which  corps  was 
fuccefsfully  fupported  by  the  2d 
battalion  5  2d  regiment,  which,  by 
an  advance  in  column,  took  the 
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enemy  in  flank,  Befides  this  op- 
pofition  given  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy  on  our  advanced  guard  by 
their  own  exertions,  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  in  flank  by  brigadier-general 
Ackland’s  brigade,  in  its  advance 
to  its  pofition  on  the  heights  on  the 
left ;  and  a  cannonade  was  kept  up 
on  the  flank  of  the  enemy’s  columns 
by  the  artillery  on  thofe  heights.-— 
At  length,  after  a  mod  defperate 
conted,  the  enemy  was  driven  back 
in  confufion  from  this  attack,  with 
the  lofs  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon, 
many  prifoners,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  and  foldiers  killed 
and  wounded.  He  was  purfued 
by  the  detachment  of  the  20th 
light  dragoons,  but  the  enemy’s  ca¬ 
valry  were  fo  much  fuperior  in 
numbers,  that  this  detachment  has 
fuffered  much,  and  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  Taylor  was  unfortunately  killed. 
Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  ene¬ 
my’s  attack  commenced  upon  the 
heights  on  the  road  to  Lourinha. 
This  attack  was  fupported  by  a 
large  body  of  cavalry,  and  was 
made  with  the  ufual  impetuofity  of 
the  French  troops.  It  was  received 
with  fteadinefs  by  major-general 
Fergufonfs  brigade,  confiding  of 
the  36th,  40th,  and 7 id  regiments: 
and  thefe  corps  charged  as  foon  as 
the  enemy  approached  them,  who 
gave  way,  and  they  continued  to 
.advance  upon  him,  fupported  by 
the  82d,  one  of  the  corps  of  brig— 
gen.  Nightingale’s  brigade,  which, 
as  the  ground  extended,  afterwards 
formed  a  part  of  the  fird  line  ;  by 
the  29th  regiment,  and  by  brig— 
general  Bowes’s  and  Ackland’s  bri¬ 
gades,  while  brig.  gen.  Craufurd’s 
brigade,  and  the  Portuguefe  troops, 
in  two  lines,  advanced  along  the 
height  on  the  left.  In  the  advance 
of  major-gen.  Fergufon’s  brigade 
fix  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken 


from  the  enemy,  with  many  prifon“ 
ers,  and  vad  numbers  were  killed 
and  wounded.  The  enemy  after¬ 
wards  made  am  attempt  to  recover 
a  part  of  his  artillery  by  attacking 
the  7 id  and  8 2d  regiments,  which 
were  halted  in  a  valley  in  which  it 
had  been  taken.  Thefe  regiments 
retired  from  the  low  grounds  in  the 
valley  to  the  heights,  where  they 
halted,  faced  about,  fired,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  enemy,  who  had 
by  that  time  arrived  in  the  low 
ground  ;  and  they  thus  obliged 
him  to  retire  wirh  ereat  lofs.  In 

Cl/ 

this  action,  in  which  the  whole  of 
the  French  force  in  Portugal  was 
employed  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  d’Abrantes  in  perfon,  in 
which  the  enemy  was  certainly  fu¬ 
perior  in  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
in  which  not  more  than  half  of  the 
Britifh  army  was  actually  engaged, 
he  has  fudained  a  fignal  defeat, 
and  has  lod  13  pieces  of  cannon, 
2 3 ammunition  waggons,  with  pow¬ 
der,  fhells,  dores  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions,  and  20,000  rounds  of  mufket 
ammunition.  One  general  officer 
(Rerniere)  has  been  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner,  and  a  great  many 
officers,  and  foldiers  have  been 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken. — The 
valour  and  difcipline  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  troops  have  been  confpicuous 
upon  this  occafion,  as  you,  who 
witneffed  the  greated  part  of  the 
adtion,  mud  have  obferved  ;  but  it 
is  a  judice  to  the  following  corps 
to  draw  your  notice  to  them  in  a 
particular  manner,  viz.,  the  royal 
artillery,  commanded  by  lieut.-col. 
Robe  ;  the  20th  dragoons,  which 
had  been  commanded  by  lieut.-eol. 
Taylor;  the  50th  regiment,  com¬ 
manded  by  col.  Walker  ;  the  2d 
battalion  95th  foot,  commanded 
by  major  Travers,  the  5th  batta¬ 
lion  both  regiment,  commanded 

by 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  *  183 


by  major  Davy  ;  the  zd  battalion 
43d,  commanded  by  major  Hull ; 
the  2d  bat.  £2d,  commanded  by 
lieut.-col.  Rofs:  the  97th  reg.  com¬ 
manded  by  lieut.-col.  Lyon;  the 
36th,  commanded  by  col.  Eurrie  ; 
the  40th,  commanded  by  colonel 
Kemmis ;  the  71ft,  commanded 
by  lieut.-col.  Pack  ;  and  the  8 2d, 
commanded  by  major  Eyre. — In 
mentioning  col.  Burne  and  the  3 6rh 
regiment  to  you  upon  this  occa. 
fion,  I  cannot  avoid  to  add,  that 
the  regular  and  orderly  conduct 
of  this  corps  throughout  this  fer- 
vice,  and  their  gallantry  and  difci- 
pline  in  adion,  have  been  confpi- 
cuous.— I  mull  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  acknowledging  my  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  general  and  ftaff  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army.  I  was  much  in¬ 
debted  to  major-general  Spencer’s 
judgment  and  experience,  in  the 
decifion  which  I  formed  with  re. 
fpect  to  the  number  of  troops  allot¬ 
ted  to  each  point  of  defence  ;  and 
for  his  advice  and  abidance 
throughout  the  action.  In  the  po- 
lition  taken  up  by  major-gen.  Fer- 
gufon’s  brigade,  and  in  its  advance 
upon  the  enemy,  that  officer  fhowed 
equal  bravery  and  judgment  ;  and 
much  praife  is  due  to  brig. -general 
Fane,  and  brig. -gen.  Anftruther, 
for  their  gallant  defence  of  their 
polition  in  front  of  Vimiera,  and  to 
brig. -general  Nightingale,  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  fupported  the 
attack  upon  the  enemy  made  hy 
major-gen.  Fergufon.  Lieut.-col. 

G.  Tucker,  and  lieut.-col.  Bar hurlt, 
and  the  officers  in  the  departments 
of  the  adjutant  and  quarter  mafter- 
general,  and  lieut. -colonel  Torrens, 
and  the  officers  of  my  perfonal 
ftaff,  rendered  me  the  greateft  af. 
fidance  throughout  the  adion.  I 
have  tl>£  honour  to  enclofe  here¬ 


with  a  return  cf  tin  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  miffing. 

A.  Wellesley. 

N.  B.  Since  writing  the  above,  I 
have  been  informed  that  2  French 
general  officer,  fuppofed  to  be  gen. 
Thihault,  the  chief  of  the  ftaff,  has 
been  found  dead  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  .  A.  W. 

Officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing. — General  ftaff,  capt.  Har» 
dinge,  57th  foot,  dep.  affift.  quartir 
maf  -gen.,  wounded. — Royal  engi¬ 
neers,  lieut.  Wells,  miffing.— 20th 
light  dragoons,  lieut-col.  Taylor, 
killed  ;  capt.  Euftace,  miffing.— 
20th  foot,  lieut.  Brooke,  killed; 
lieut.  Hogg,  wounded. — 29th  foot, 
brig. -major  A.  Creagh,  wounded. 
—36th  foot,  capt.  Herbert,  lieuts, 
Harr,  Lought,  and  Edwards, 
wounded;  enfign  Bofell,  flightly  ; 
lieutenant  and  adjutant  Poveah 
feverely. — 40th  foot,  capt.  Smith* 
and  lieut,  Frankley,  flightly. — 43d 
foot,  major  Hearne,  cants,  Fergu¬ 
fon,  Brock,  and  Haverfield,  lieut. 
Madden,  and  enfign  Wilfon,  woun- 
ded.-r-r.5qth  foot,  capt.  A.  G.  Cooke, 
killed;  major  C.  Hill,  lieufs.  J. 
Kent,  J.  Wilfon,  and  R.  Way, 
wounded.  — 2d  foot,  capt.  Ewart, 
and  lieut.  Bell,  wounded. — 60th 
foot,  lieut.  C.  Kirk,  and  L.  Reith, 
wounded. — 71ft  foot,  capt.  A, 
Jones,  major  Mackenzie, lieuts.W. 
Hartley,  R.  Dudgeon,  and  A.  S. 
MHntyre,  and  enfign  W.  Camp¬ 
bell,  (lightly  wounded;  lieut.  J.  D. 
Pratt,  and  ading  adj.  R.  Mf Al¬ 
pine,  feverely  wounded. — 8  id  foot, 
lieut.  R.  Donkin,  killed. — 95th 
foot,  lieut.  Pratt,  and  enfign  W. 
Cox,  wounded. — 97th  foot,  major 
J.  Wilfon,  and  lieut.  E.  Ketriewelj, 
wounded. — Total  ;  1  lieut. -col,  1 
capt.,  2  lieuts.,  3  ferjeants,  12  8  rank 
and  file,  30  horfes,  killed  ;  3  ma¬ 
jors* 
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jors,  io  capts.  9  lieuts.  3  enfigns, 
2  ftaff,  27  ferjeants,  4  drummers, 
466  rank  and  file,  1  2  horfes,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  1  capt.,  1  lieut.,  1  ferjeant,  2 
drummers,  46  rank  and  file,  1  horfe, 
nulling. — Total  officers,  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  drummers, 
rank  and  file,  and  horfes,  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  783. 

G.  B.  Tucker,  dep.  adj.-gen. 

Ordnance  and  ammunition  taken 
on  the  2 iff. — One  6-pounder,  four 
4-pounders,  two  3-pounders,  fix 
inch  howitzers  ;  2  ammunition- 

waggons,  21  Portuguefe  ammuni¬ 
tion-cars,  40  horfes,  4  mules.  The 
above  is  only  the  number  already 
received  in  the  park  ;  but,  from  fe¬ 
veral  accounts,  there  are  eight  more 
taken  from  the  enemy.  The  am¬ 
munition-waggons  and  cars  con¬ 
tain  a  portion  of  powder,  fhells, 
and  ftores  of  all  defcriptions,  and 
about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of 
mufket  ammunition. 

Wm.  Robe, 

lit. -col.,  commanding  roy.  art. 

Lieut. -col.  Tucker,  &c. 


LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDI¬ 
NARY. 

Donjoning-Jlreet ,  Sept.  1  6. 

The  following  difpatch  was  re¬ 
ceived  yefterday  evening  from 
lieut. -general  fir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
commanding  his  majefty's  troops 
in  Portugal,  addreffed  to  lord  vif- 
count  CaiUereagh. 

Head-quarters ,  Cintra3  Sept.  3. 

My  lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lordfhip  that  1  landed  in 
Portugal,  and  took  the  command 
of  the  army  on  Monday  the  22d 
of  Auguft,  the  next  day  after  the 
battle  of  Vimiera,  and  where  the 


enemy  fuftained  a  fignal  defeat, 
where  the  valour  and  difeipline 
of  Britifh  troops,  and  the  talents 
of  Britifh  officers,  were  eminently 
difplayed.  A  few  hours  after 
my  arrival,  general  Kellermann 
came  in  with  a  flag  of  truce  from 
the  French  general-in-chief,  in  or¬ 
der  to  propofe  an  agreement  for 
a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  for  the 
purpofe  of  concluding  a  convention 
for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by 
the  French  troops.  The  enclofed 
contains  the  feveral  articles  at  firft 
agreed  upon,  and  flgncd  by  fir 
Arthur  Wellefley  and  general  Kel¬ 
lermann  ;  but  as  this  was  done  with 
a  reference  to  the  Britifh  admiral, 
who,  when  the  agreement  was  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  objedled  to  the 
7th  article,  which  had  for  its  objeft 
the  difpofal  of  the  Ruffian  fleet  in 
the  Tagus,  it  was  finally  conclu¬ 
ded,  that  lieut. -col.  Murray,  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  to  the  Britifh 
army,  and  gen.  Kellermann  fhould 
proceed  to  the  difeuflion  of  the  re¬ 
maining  articles,  and  finally  to  con¬ 
clude  a  convention  for  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  Portugal,  fubjedf  to  the 
ratification  of  the  French  general- 
in-chief,  and  the  Britifh  command¬ 
ers  by  fea  and  land.-— After  confi- 
derable  difeuflion  and  repeated  re¬ 
ference  to  me,  which  rendered  it 
neceffary  for  me  to  avail  myfelf  of 
the  limited  period  latterly  pre¬ 
ferred  for  the  fufpenflon  of  hofti¬ 
lities,  in  order  to  move  the  army 
forwards,  and  to  place  the  feveral 
columns  upon  the  routes  by  which 
they  were  to  advance,  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  figned,  and  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  exchanged  the  30th  of  laft 
month. — That  no  time  might  be 
loft  in  obtaining  anchorage  for  the 
tranfports  and  other  (hipping, 
which  had  for  fome  days  been 
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expofed  to  great  peril  on  this  dan¬ 
gerous  coalt,  and  to  infure  the 
communication  between  the  army 
and  the  victuallers,  which  was  cut 
off  by  the  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
and  the  furf  upon  the  fhore  ;  I  fent 
orders  to  the  buffs,  and  q2d  regi¬ 
ments,  which  were  on  board  of 
tranfports  with  Sir  C.  Cotton’s 
fleet,  to  land  and  take  pofleffion  of 
the  forts  of  the  Tagus,  whenever 
the  admiral  thought  it  proper  to  do 
fo.  This  was  accordingly  carried 
into  execution  yefterday  morning, 
when  the  forts  of  Cafcaes,  St.  Ju- 
lien  and  Bugio,  were  evacuated  by 
the  French  troops,  and  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  by  ours.  As  I  landed  in 
Portugal  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  a&ual  ftate  of  the  French  army, 
and  many  circumftances  of  a  local 
and  incidental  nature,  which  doubt- 
lefs  had  great  weight  in  deciding 
the  queftion ;  my  own  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  expediency  of  expel¬ 
ling  the  French  army  from  Portu¬ 
gal,  by  means  of  the  convention  the 
late  defeat  had  induced  the  French 
general-in-chief  to  folicit,  inftead 
of  doing  fo  by  a  continuation  of 
hoftilities,  was  principally  founded 
on  the  great  importance  of  time, 
which  the  feafon  of  the  year  ren¬ 
dered  peculiarly  valuable,  and 
which  the  enemy  could  eafily  have 
confumed  in  the  protracted  defence 
of  the  flrong  places  they  occupied, 
had  terms  of  convention  been  re- 
fufed  them. — When  the  fufpenfion 
of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  the  army 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Moore  had  not  arrived  ;  and  doubts 
were  even  entertained,  whether  fo, 
large  a  body  of  men  could  be  land¬ 
ed  on  an  open  and  a  dangerous 
beach ;  and,  that  being  effedled, 
whether  the  fupply  of  fo  large  an 
army  with  provifions  from  the 


{flips  could  be  provided  for,  under 
all  the  difadvantages  to  which  the 
{hipping  were  expofed.  During 
the  negotiation,  tho  former  diffi¬ 
culty  was  overcome  by  the  aClivity, 
zeal,  and  intelligence,  of  Captain 
Malcolm,  of  the  Donegal,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  orders  ; 
but  the  poffibility  of  the  latter 
feems  to  have  been  at  an  end, 
nearly  at  the  moment  when  it  was 
no  longer  neceffary. — Captain  Dal- 
rymple,  of  the  1 8th  dragoons,  my 
military  fecretary,  will  have  the 
honour  of  delivering  to  your  Iord- 
fhip  this  difpatch.  He  is  fully 
informed  of  whatever  has  been 
done  under  my  orders,  relative  to 
the  fervice  on  which  I  have  been 
employed,  and  can  give  any  ex¬ 
planation  thereupon  that  may  be 
required. 

Hew  Dalrymfle, 

Lieutenant-General* 

[A  fufpenfion  of  arms  agreed 
upon  between  fir  A.  Wellefley  and 
general  Kellermann,  on  the  2  2d  of 
Auguft,  was  the  bafis  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  convention  ;  the  feventh 
article  of  that  preliminary  treaty 
(which  was  afterwards  rejected  by 
fir  Charles  Cotton)  ftipulated  that 
the  Ruffian  fleet  fhould  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  Tagus,  unmoleft- 
ed,  as  long  as  it  thought  proper,  or 
to  return  home.] 

Definitive  convention  for  the  evacua¬ 
tion  ofi  Portugal  hy  the  French 

army . 

The  generals  commanding  in 
chief  the  Britifh  and  French  armies 
in  Portugal,  having  determined  to 
negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty  for 
the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  troops,  on  the  balls  of  the 
agreement  entered  into  on  the  2 2d 
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inft.  for  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  given  up  to  the  Britifh  army  and 
have  appointed  the  undermentioned  navy,  in  the  ftate  in  which  they 
officers  to  negotiate  the  fame  in  may  be  at  the  period  of  the  ratift- 
their  names,  viz.  :  On  the  part  of  cation  of  the  convention, 
the  general-in- chief  of  the  Britifh  Art.  V.  The  French  army  fhall 
army,  lieut.-ccl.  Murray,  quarter-  carry  with  it  all  its  equipments, 
mafter-general,  and  on  the  part  of  and  all  that  is  comprehended  under 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  French  the  name  or  property  of  the  army  : 
arm y,  M.  Kellermann,  general  of  that  is  to  fay,  its  military  chefr, 


divifion;  to  whom  they  have  given 
authority  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
a  convention  to  that  efFeft,  fubjeft 
to  their  ratifications  refpedfively, 
and  to  that  of  the  admiral  com¬ 
manding  the  Britifh  fleet  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Tagus.  Thofe  two 
officers,  after  exchanging  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  arti¬ 
cles  which  follow  : 

Art.  I.  All  the  places  and  forts 
in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  French  troops  fhall  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Britifh  army 
in  the  ftate  in  which  they  are  at 
the  period  of  the  flgnature  of  the 
prefent  convention. 

Art.  II.  The  French  troops 
fhall  evacuate  Portugal  with  their 
arms  and  baggage  ;  they  fir  all  not 
be  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war, 
and,  on  their  arrival  in  France, 
they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  ferve. 

Art.  III.  The  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  (hall  furnifh  the  means  of 
conveyance  for  the  French  army, 
which  ’fhall  be  difembaiked  in  any 
of  the  ports  of  France  between 
Rochefort  and  L’Orient  inclu- 
fively. 

Art.  IV.  The  French  army 
(hall  carry  with  it  all  its  artillery 
of  French  calibre,  with  the  horfes 
belonging  to  it,  and  the  tumbrils 
fupplied  with  flxty  rounds  per 
gun.  All  other  artillery,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  as  alfo  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  arfenals,  fhall  be 


and  carriages  attached  to  the  field 
commiffariat  and  field  hofpitals ; 
or  fhall  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of 
fuch  part  of  the  fame  on  its  ac¬ 
count,  as  the  commander-in-chief 
may  judge  it  unneceflfary  to  em¬ 
bark.  In  like  manner,  all  indivi¬ 
duals  of  the  army  fhall  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  difpofe  of  their  private 
property  of  every  defcription,  with 
full  fecurity  hereafter  for  the  pur** 
chafers. 

Art.  VI.  The  cavalry  are  to 
embark  their  horfes,  as  alfo  the 
generals,  and  other  officers  of  all 
ranks.  It  is,  however,  fully  un- 
derftood,  that  the  means  of  con-. 
veyance  for  horfes  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  Britifh  commanders  are  very 
limited;  fome  additional  convey¬ 
ance  may  be  procured  in  the  port 
of  Lifbon  ;  the  number  of  horfes 
to  be  embarked  by  the  troops  fhall 
not  exceed  fix  hundred  ;  and  the 
number  embarked  by  the  ftaff  fhall 
not  exceed  two  hundred.  At  all 
events,  every  facility  will  be  given 
to  the  French  army  to  difpofe  of 
the  horfes  belonging  to  it  which 
cannot  be  embarked. 

Art.  YII.  In  order  to  facilitate 
the  embarkation,  it  fhall  take  place 
in  three  divifions,  the  laft  of  which 
will  be  principally  compofed  of 
the  garrifons  of  the  places,  the 
cavalry,  the  artillery,  the  fick, 
and  the  equipment  of  the  army. 
The  firfl  divifion  fhall  embark 

within 
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within  feven  days  of  the  date  of 
the  ratification,  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
fible. 

Art.  VIII.  The  garrifons  of 
Elvas,  and  its  forts,  and  of  Peni- 
che  and  Palmela,  will  be  embark¬ 
ed  Lifbon;  that  of  Almaida  at 
Oporto,  or  the  neared  harbour. 
They  will  be  accompanied  on  their 
march  by  Britifh  commiffaries, 
charged  with  providing  for  their 
fubfidence  and  accommodation. 

Ar,.  IX.  All  the  fick  and; 
wounded  who  cannot  be  embarked 
with  the  troops,  are  intruded  to 
the  Britifh  army.  They  are  to  be 
taken  care  of  whilft  they  remain  in 
this  country,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
Britifh  government,  under  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  fame  being  reimburf- 
ed  by  France  when  the  final  eva¬ 
cuation  is  effected.  The  Englifh 
government  will  provide  for  their 
return  to  France,  which  {hall  take 
place  by  detachments  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  men  at  a  time,  A  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  French  medical 
officers  fhall  be  left  behind  to  at¬ 
tend  them. 

Art.  X.  As  foon  as  the  vef- 
fels  employed  to  carry  the  army 
to  France  fhall  have  difembarked 
in  the  harbours  fpecified,  or  in  any 
other  of  the  ports  of  France  to 
which  flrefs  of  weather  may  force 
them,  every  facility  fhall  be  given 
them  to  return  to  England  without 
delay,  and  fecurity  againd  capture 
until  their  arrival  in  a  friendly 
port. 

Art.  XI.  The  French  army 
fhall  be  concentrated  in  Lifbon, 
and  within  a  didance  of  about  two 
leagues  from  it.  The  Englifh  ar¬ 
my  will  approach  within  three 
leagues  of  the  capital,  and  be  fo 


placed  as  to  leave  about  pne  league 
between  the  two  armies. 

Art.  XII.  The  forts  of  St. 
Julien,  the  Bugio,  and  Cafcaes, 
fhall  be  occupied  by  the  Britifh 
troops  on  the  ratification  of  the 
convention.  Lifbon  and  its  cita¬ 
del,  together  wirh  the  forts  and 
batteries,  as  far  as  the  Lazaretto 
or  Trafuria  on  one  fide,  and  fort 
St.  jofeph  on  the  other,  inchw 
lively,  fhall  be  given  up  on  the 
embarkation  of  thefecond  divifion^ 
as  fhall  alfo  the  harbour,  and  all 
armed  veffels  in  it  of  every  deferip- 
tion,  with  their  riggings,  fails. 
Fores,  and  ammunition.  The  for- 
treffes  of  Elvas,  Almaida,  Peniche, 
and  Palmela,  fhall  be  given  up  as 
foon  as  the  Britifh  troops  can  ar¬ 
rive  to  occupy  them.  In  the  mean 
time  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
Britifh  army  will  give  notice  of 
the  prefect  convention  to  the  gar¬ 
rifons  of  thofe  places,  as  alfo  to 
the  troops  before  them,  in  order 
to  put  a  dop  to  all  further  hodi» 
lities, 

Art.  XIII.  Commifianes  fhall 
be  named  on  both  fides,  to  regu¬ 
late  and  accelerate  the  execution 
of  the  arrangements  agreed  upon. 

Art.  XIV.  Should  there  arife 
doubts  as  to  the  meaning  of  any 
article,  it  fhall  be  explained  fa¬ 
vourably  to  the  French  army. 

Art.  XV.  From  the  date  of  the 
ratification  of  the  prefen t  conven¬ 
tion,  all  arrears  of  contributions, 
requifitions,  or  claims  whatever, 
of  the  French  government  againd 
fubje&s  of  Portugal,  or  any  other 
individuals  redding  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  founded  on  the  occupation  of 
Portugal  by  the  French  troops  in 
Dec.  1807,  which  may  not  have 
been  paid  up,  are  cancelled ;  and 

all 
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all  fequeflrations  laid  upon  their 
property,  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able,  are  removed,  and  the  free 
difpofal  of  the  fame  is  reftored  to 
the  proper  owners. 

Art.  XVI.  All  fubje&s  of 
France,  or  of  powers  in  friendfhip 
or  alliance  with  Franc®,  domici¬ 
liated  in  Portugal,  or  accidentally 
in  this  country,  fit  all  be  protect¬ 
ed  :  their  property  of  every  kind, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  (hall 
be  refpected  ;  and  they  fhall  be  at 
liberty  either  to  accompany  the 
French  army,  or  to  remain  in  Por¬ 
tugal.  In  either  cafe  their  property 
Is  guaranteed  to  them,  with  the 
liberty  of  retaining  or  of  difpofing 
of  it,  and  palling  the  produce  of 
thefale  thereof  into  France,  or  any 
other  country  where  they  may  fix 
their  refidence,  the  fpace  of  one 
year  being  allowed  them  for  that 
purpofe.  It  is  fully  underftood  that 
{hipping  is  excepted  from  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  only,  however,  in  fo 
far  as  regards  leaving  the  port  ; 
and  that  none  ot  the  ftipulations 
above  mentioned  can  be  made  the 
pretext  of  any  commercial  fpecula- 
tion. 

Art.  XVII.  No  native  of  Por¬ 
tugal  (hall  be  rendered  accountable 
for  his  political  conduct  during 
the  period  of  the  occupation  of  this 
country  by  the  French  army;  and 
all  thofe  who  have  continued  in  the 
exercile  of  their  employments,  or 
have  accepted  fituations  under  the 
French  government,  are  placed  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  Britifh 
commanders  ;  they  fhall  fuftain  no 
injury  in  their  pcrions  or  property, 
it  not  having  been  at  their  option 
to  be  obedient  or  not  to  the  French 
government:  they  are  alfo  at  li¬ 
berty  to  avail  themfeives  of  the 
ftipulations  of  the  16th  article. 


Art.  XVIII.  The  Spanifh 
troops  detained  on  board  fhip  in 
the  port  of  Lifbon  fhall  be  given 
up  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Britifn  army,  who  engages  to 
obtain  of  the  Spaniards  to  reftore 
fuch  French  fubjecls,  either  mili¬ 
tary  or  civil,  as  may  have  been 
detained  in  Spain  without  being 
taken  in  battle;  or  in  confequence 
of  military  operations,  but  on  oc¬ 
ean  on  of  the  occurrences  of  the 
29th  of  la  ft  May,  and  the  days  im¬ 
mediately  following. 

Art.  XIX.  There  fhall  be  an 
immediate  exchange  eftablifhed  for 
all  ranks  of  prifoners  made  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefen r  hoftilities. 

Art.  XX.  Hoftages  of  the  rank 
of  field-officers  fhall  be  mutually 
furnifhed  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh 
army  and  navy,  and  on  that  of  the 
French  army,  for  the  reciprocal 
guarantee  of  the  prefent  conven¬ 
tion.  The  officers  of  the  Britifh 
army  fhall  be  reftored  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  articles  which  con¬ 
cern  the  army  ;  and  the  officers  of 
the  navy  on  the  difembarkation 
of  the  French  troops  in  their 
own  country.  The  like  is  to  take 
place  on  the  part  of  the  French 
army. 

Art.  XXI.  It  fhall  be  allowed 
to  the  general  in  chief  of  the  French 
army  to  fend  an  officer  to  France 
with  intelligence  of  the  prefent 
convention.  A  veffel  will  be  fur¬ 
nifhed  by  the  Britifh  admiral  to 
convey  him  to  Bourdeaux  or  Ro¬ 
chefort. 

Art.  XXII.  The  Britifh  admi¬ 
ral  will  be  invited  to  accommodate 
his  excellency  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  the  other  principal  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  French  army,  on  board 
ihips  of  war. 

Done 
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Done  and  concluded  at  Lifbon, 
this  30th  day  of  Auguft,  1808. 

(Signed)  * 

George  Murray,  Quarter- 
Mailer-General. 

Kellermann,  le  Gen.  de 
Divifion. 

Nous  due  d’Abrantes,  general 
en  chef  de  Parmee  Fran^aife,  avons 
ratifie  et  ratifions  la  prefente  con¬ 
vention  definitive  dans  tous  fes  ar¬ 
ticles,  pour  etre  executee  felon  fa 
forme  et  teneur. 

(Signed) 

Le  Due  d’Abrantes. 

Au  Quartier  General  de  Lift, 
bonne,  le  30  Aout,  1808. 

Additional  Articles  to  the  Convention 
of  the  30 th  Aug .  1808. 

Art.  I.  The  individuals  in  the 
eivil  employment  of  the  army  made 
prifoners,  either  by  the  Britifh 
troops,  or  by  the  Portuguefe  in 
any  part  of  Portugal,  will  be  re- 
ilored,  as  is  cuilomary,  without 
exchange. 

Art.  II.  The  French  army  fhall 
be  fnbfifted  from  its  qwn  maga¬ 
zines  up  to  the  day  of  embarka¬ 
tion  :  the  garrifons  up  to  the  day 
of  the  evacuation  of  the  fortrefifes. 
The  remainder  of  the  magazines 
fhall  be  delivered  over  in  the  ufual 
form  to  the  Britiih  government, 
which  charges  itfelf  with  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  men  and  horfies  of 
the  army  from  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  periods  till  their  arrival  in 
France,  under  the  condition  of 
their  being  reimburfed  by  the 
French  government  for  the  excefs 
of  the  expenfe  beyond  the  eftima- 
tion,  to  be  made  by  both  parties, 
«f  the  value  of  the  magazines  deli¬ 


vered  up  to  the  Britifli  army.  The 
provifions  on  board  the  (hips  of 
war,  in  pofleflion  of  the  French 
army,  will  be  taken  on  account  by 
the  Britifh  government,  in  like 
manner  with  the  magazines  in  the 
fortreffes. 

Art.  III.  The  general  com¬ 
manding  the  Britifh  troops  will 
take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  re- 
eftablifhing  the  free  circulation  of 
the  means  of  fubftftence  between 
the  country  and  the  capital. 

Done  and  concluded  at  Lifbon, 
this  30th  day  of  Auguft,  i8o8„ 

(Signed) 

George  Murray, Quarter- 
Mafter-General. 

Kellermann,  le  General  de 
Divifion. 

Nous  due  d’Abrantes,  general 
en  chef  de  Parmee  Fran^aife,  avons 
ratifie  et  ratifions  les  articles  addi- 
tionels  a  la  convention  et  contre, 
pour  etre  executes  fuivant  leur 
forme  et  teneur. 

Le  Due  d’Abrantes, 

A,  J.  Dal  rymple,  Captain. 

Military  Sec. 


Admiralty -office.  Sept.  1 6 . 

Captain  Halfted,  hrft  captain  to 
the  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  Sir  C.  Cotton,  Bart.  Comman- 
der-in-Chief  of  his  Majelly’s  Chips 
and  veffels  on  the  coaft  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  arrived  yefterday  with  dif- 
patches  to  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Pole. 

Hibernia ,  off  the  Tagus,  Sept,  3. 

Sir, 

Enclofed  herewith,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  lords  comrnifiion- 
ers  of  the  admiralty,  is  a  copy  of 

a  con- 
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a  convention  *,  entered  into  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray  and 
General  Kellermann,  for  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  Portugal  by  the  French 
army ;  fuch  convention  having 
been  ratified  by  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  myfelf, 
and  the  French  comrriander-in- 
chief.  Britilh  troops,  confiding 
of  the  3d  and  4.26.  regiments,  were 
on  the  2d  infl.  landed,  to  occupy 
the  forts  of  Cafcaes,  St.  Antonio, 
St.  Julien,  and  the  Bugio  ;  and  no 
time  fhall  be  loft  to  embark  the 
French  troops,  agreeably  to  the 
faid  convention.  Captain  Halfted, 
firft  captain  of  this  (hip,  and  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  fleet,  who  is  the  bearer 
of  thefe  difpatches  to  their  lord- 
(hips,  refpeCting  the  Ruffian  fquad- 
ron  in  the  Tagus,  is  in  full  poffef- 
iion  of  my  confidence,  and  will  be 
able  to  explain  to  their  lordffiips 
the  motives  inducing  me  to  ratify 
the  convention  in  queftion,  as  well 
as  give  any  further  information 
that  may  be  thought  neceffary. 

C»  Cotton. 

Hibernia  off  the  Tagus  y  Sept.  4. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclofe  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  convention 
entered  into  by  me  with  vice-ad¬ 
miral  Siniavin,  commanding  the 
Ruffian  fleet  in  the  Tagus ;  by 
which  it  will  appear  to  their  lord- 
fhips  that  fuch  fleet  has  been  fur- 
rtendered  to  me,  to  be  held  by  his 
majefiy  as  a  depofit,  until  fix 
months  after  the  conclufion  of 
peace  between  Ruflia  and  Eng¬ 
land.  I  have  charged  capt.  Hal- 


fled,  firfl  captain  of  the  Hibernia, 
and  captain  of  the  fleet,  with  the 
delivery  of  this  difpatch  to  their 
lordlhips ;  he  was  lent  by  me  to 
negotiate  the  convention  with  vice- 
admiral  Siniavin,  and  will  be  able 
to  explain  every  particular.  To 
capt.  Halfled  I  feel  greatly  indebt¬ 
ed  for  his  able  advice  and  affift- 
ance  upon  all  points  of  fervice ; 
his  zeal  and  diligence  have  been 
exemplary,  and  entitle  him  to  my 
higheft  commendation.  Rear-ad- 
rairal  Tyler  has.  been  directed  to 
fuperintend  the  firft  divifion  of  th« 
Ruffian  fleet,  which  I  purpofe  or¬ 
dering  under  his  protection,  imme¬ 
diately  to  Spithead;  to  him  (fince 
with  me)  I  have  been  indebted  for 
every  affiftance,  and  to  the  cap. 
tains,  officers,  and  crews,  of  thofe 
fhips  that  have  been  employed 
throughout  a  tedioufly  protracted 
blockade  (by  whom  every  exertion 
has  been  made  with  a  degree  of 
cheerfulnefs,  doing  them  infinite 
honour).  I  feel  extremely  grate¬ 
ful,  and  deem  it  my  duty  to  offer 
every  poffible  teftimony  of  my  ap¬ 
probation  in  their  favour. 

C.  Cotton. 

Articles  of  a  Contention  entered  int» 
between  Vice-Admiral  Siniavin) 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Alex¬ 
ander ,  and  other  Ruffian  Orders , 
and  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton , 
Bart.,  for  the  furrender  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet)  now  anchored  in  the 
river  Tagus . 

Art.  I.  The  (hips  of  war  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruflia,  now  in  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  as  fpecified  in  the  annexed 
lift,  (hall  be  delivered  up  to  Admi¬ 
ral  Cotton  immediately,  with  all 


*  A  copy  of  the  convention  enclofed  in  a  letter  from  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
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their  (lores  as  they  now  are,  to  be 
fent  to  England,  and  there  held  as 
a  depofit  by  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
to  be  reftored  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  within  fix  months  after  the 
concluiion  of  a  peace  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  his  Imperial 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruffias. 

Art.  II.  Vice-Admiral  Sniia- 
vin,  with  the  officers,  Tailors,  and 
marines,  under  his  command,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Ruffia  without  any  condi¬ 
tion  or  (lipulation  refpedling  their 
future  fer vices ;  to  be  conveyed 
there  in  men  of  war,  or  proper 
veffels,  at  the  expenfe  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty. 

Done  and  concluded  on  board 
the  (hip  Twerday,  in  the  Tagus, 
and  on  board  his  Britannic  Ma~ 
jelly's  (hip  Hibernia;  off  the 
mouth  of  that  river,  the  3d  day  of 
September,  1808. 

De  Siniavin, 
Charles  Cotton. 
(Counter-figned) 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 

L.  Sass,  Afteffeur  de  College, 
(Counter-figned) 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 

James  Kennedy,  Secretary. 

Lift  cf  the  Jhips  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Convention . 

Twerday,  Vice-Admiral  Sinia- 
vin,  Captain  du  ler  rang  Malayoff, 
of  74  guns  and  736  men. — Scoroy, 
Captain  du  ler  rang  Shelling,  of  60 
guns  and  524  men. — Ste  Helene, 
Captain  du  2d  rang  Bytchenlkoy, 
of  74  guns  and  598  men. — S.  Ra¬ 
fael,  Captain  du  2d  rang  Rofhnoff, 
of  74  guns  and  610  men. — Ratzi- 
rau,  Captain  du  2d  rang  Rtilh- 
choff,  of  66  gum  and  549  men,— 


Silnoy,  Captain-Lieutenant  Maly., 
gruin,  of  74  guns  and  604  men. — 
Motchnoy,  Captain  -  Lieutenant 
Rafvofoff,  of  74  gun;  and  629 
men. — Rafael,  Captain-Lieu  tenant 
Bytchenlkoy,  of  80  guns  and  646 
men. — Frigate  Kilduyn,  Captain- 
Lieutenant  Dournoff,  of  26  guns 
and  222  men. — Ya  row  flay,  Cap¬ 
tain  du  2d  rang  Milkoff,  of  74 
guns  and  567  men, — Total,  5685 
men. 

Malinjeff,  Ie  Capitaine  de 
Pavilion. 

Proteft  made  by  Bernardine  Friere  de 
Anrade,  General  of  the  Portuguefe 
Troops,  againft  the  Articles  of  the 
Convention  agreed  on  between  the 
Englijh  a?id  French  Armies  for 
the  Evacuation  of  Portugal, 

I  proteft,  in  general,  on  account 
of  this  treaty  being  totally  void 
of  that  deference  due  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent,  or 
the  government  that  reprefents 
him  ;  on  account  of  what  may  be 
hoftile  in  it  to  the  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  and  independence  of  this  go¬ 
vernment,  and  for  all  that  may  be 
againft  the  honour,  fafety,  and  in- 
terefts  of  the  nation  :  and,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  I  proteft  againft  what  is 
ftipulated  in  the  following  articles ; 

Articles  I,  IV,  and  XII. — Be- 
caufe  thefe  articles  determine  the 
furrender  of  Portuguefe  fortified 
places,  (lores,  and  (hips,  to  the 
Englilh  forces,  without  folemnly 
declaring  that  this  furrender  is  mo¬ 
mentary,  and  that  it  is  intended 
they  (hould  be  immediately  re¬ 
ftored  to  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  or  the  government  that  ' 
may  reprefent  him  to  whom  they 
Belong,  and  in  whofe  aid  the  Eng- 

lifh 
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lift  forces  came  as  auxiliaries.— 
Art.  XVI.  Becaufe  it  permits  the 
refidence  in  Portugal  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  mentioned  in  it. — Art. 
XVII.  Becaufe  it  attempts  to  tie 
down  the  government  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  not  to  bring  to  juftice  and 
condign  punifhment  thofe  perfons 
who  have  been  notorioufly  and 
fcandaloully  diftoyal  to  their 
prince  and  their  country,  by  join¬ 
ing  and  ferving  the  French  party  : 
and,  even  if  the  protection  of  the 
Englifh  army  (hould  be  allowed 
to  fcreen  them  from  the  punifhment 
they  have  deferved,  ftill  it  fhould 
not  prevent  their  expulfion,  where¬ 
by  this  country  would  no  longer 
have  to  fear  being  again  betrayed 
by  the  fame  men. 

Firft  of  the  additional  articles. 
—This  article  can  by  no  means 
bind  the  government  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  as  no  reciprocal  conditions 
are  ftipulated. — I  proteft,  finally, 
on  account  of  the  want  of  attention 
to  the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  capital  and  its  environs,  no¬ 
thing  having  been  flipulated  in 
their  favour  to  infure  their  not  be¬ 
ing  ftill  vexed  and  oppreffed  by  the 
French  during  their  flay — not 
even  an  equivalent  for  what  is 
eflablifhed  by  Art.  XVI.  and 
XVII,  in  favour  of  the  French 
and  their  followers.  And  to  thefe 
heads  I  limit  my  proteft,  in  order 
not  to  make  too  long  a  lift,  palling 
over  other  objeds  of  lefs  import¬ 
ance,  fuch  as  the  conceftion  of  800 
horfes,  which  was  made  without 
confidering  that  they  almoft  all 
belong  to  Portugal,  and  thus  can¬ 
not  be  confidered  as  the  property 
of  the  French  ;  that  of  the  maga¬ 
zines  of  the  army,  filled  at  the  ex, 
penfe  of  the  country,  and  confe- 


quently  only  belonging  by  fad, 
not  by  right,  to  the  unjuft  occu¬ 
pants  of  the  country. 

Bernardine  Friers 
d’Anrade. 

Head. quarters  at  the  Incarnation f 
Sept.  14,  1808. 

London  Gazette,  Nov.  5, 

Letter  tranfmitted  hy  Lord  Colling , 
•wood. 

Seahorfey  off  Sky  ro0  July  6« 

My  Lor d, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Lordfhip,  that  yefterday 
we  obferved  two  Turkifh  men  of 
war  and  a  galley  coming  round  the 
eaft  end  of  the  iiland  of  Scopolo, 
towards  which  we  immediately 
made  fail.  On  coming  near  enough 
to  make  out  that  they  were  both 
fingle-decked  fhips,  I  determined 
to  bring  them  to  adion,  having 
every  confidence  in  the  officers  and 
crew  of  this  fh ip.  The  adioo 
began  at  half.paft  nine,  the  Turks 
going  a  little  off  the  wind  under 
eafy  fail,  and  continually  endea¬ 
vouring  to  run  us  on-board  ;  indeed 
I  early  faw  that  their  chief  atten. 
tion  was  direded  to  this  objed  $ 
and  as  the  largeft  {hip  appeared  of 
great  force  and  full  of  men,  I  kept 
this  fhip  in  a  pofition  not  to  be 
boarded.  At  ten  o’clock,  ob- 
ferving  a  good  opportunity  of 
more  particularly  attacking  the 
finall  fhip  to  advantage,  we  drop¬ 
ped  along  fide  of  her,  and  after  a 
quarter  of  an  hour’s  hot  fire,  at 
half  piftol  fhot  diftance,  her  fire 
having  totally  ceafed,  we  left  her 
in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  diftrefs 
and  confufion,  with  her  fails  moftly 
down  ;  and  jrft  before  we  had  left 

her 
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her  file  had  partially  blown  up 
forward.  Bv  this  time  the  large 
frigate,  which,  from  having  fallen 
a  little  to  leeward,  had  not  been 
able  to  affift  her  confort,  had  again 
got  pretty  clofe  up,  and  the  adtion 
between  us  foon  recommenced  ; 
Hill  fo  obftinate  was  the  reiiftance 
of  the  Turks,  that  it  was  not  till  a 
quarter  paft  one  we  rendered  her  a 
motionlefs  wreck.  As  they  now 
would  neither  anfwer  nor  fire,  I 
conceived  it  moft  prudent,  know¬ 
ing  the  charadler  of  the  people,  to 
wait  for  day-light  to  fend  on 
board  her.  At  day-light,  obferv- 
ing  her  colours  upon  the  flump  of 
the  mizen-maft,  we  poured  a 
broadfide  into  her  flern,  when  file 
flruck,  and  I  had  the  pleafure  to 
take  poffefiion  of  the  Badere  Zaf- 
fer,  a  very  fine  frigate  of  the 
largeft  dimenfions,  carrying  52 
long  brafs  guns,  24-pounders,  on 
the  main-deck,  except  two,  which 
are  42-pounders,  and  12-pounders 
on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecaftle. 
She  had  a  complement  of  500  men, 
and  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Scanderli  Kichuc  Alii,  who,  I  am 
informed,  was  only  prevented  by 
his  own  people  from  blowing  her 
up.  Her  lofs  in  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  is  prodigious,  165  killed  and 
195  wounded  ;  ours  comparatively 
fmall,  5  killed  and  10  wounded. 
Our  mizen-maft  fell  foon  after  the 
attioti,  which  is  the  greateft  injury 
we  fuftained.  The  other  ftiip  was 
named  the  Abs  Fezan,  carrying 
twenty-four  13-pounders  and  two 
mortars,  commanded  by  Captain 
Daragardi  Alii,  with  a  comple¬ 
ment  of  230  men.  I  underftand 
they  took  moft  of  the  men  out  of 
the  galley  before  the  adlion,  and 
fent  her  away.  Having  now,  my 
Lord,  given  you  the  details  of  this 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  ! 


affair,  there  only  remains  the  plea* 
fant  office  of  recommending  to  you 
the  officers  and  fh i p’s  company, 
who,  during  a  tedious  night  ac¬ 
tion,  where  much  depended  upon 
working  the  fails  as  well  as  the 
guns,  behaved  in  a  manner  to  com¬ 
mand  my  utrnoft  gratitude.  The 
difparity  of  force,  with  the  lofs  in 
the  enemy’s  fhips,  will  prove  the 
greatnefs  of  their  exertions,  to  which 
I  fhall  add,  that  thirty  men  were 
abfent  from  the  fit  ip.  Mr.Downie, 
the  firft  lieutenant,  is  an  officer  of 
merit,  ability,  and  experience;  and 
I  beg  leave  ftrongly  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Lordfhip’s  protection 
for  promotion.  Mr.  Lefter,  maf- 
ter’s-mate,  who  has  paffed,  is  alfo 
very  deferring  of  promotion.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hully,  gunner’s-mate,  and 
an  excellent  man,  afted  as  gunner ; 
and  from  his  conduft  is  very  de¬ 
fer  ving  of  fuch  a  fituation.  I  am 
now  proceeding,  with  the  prize,  for 
any  port  I  can  get  firft  into 
amongft  the  ifiands,  as  it  is  with 
difficulty  we  can  keep  her  above 
water.  J.  Stewart. 

Admiralty -office ,  Nov.  19. 

Letter  from  Captain  Seymour  to  Lord 
Gamhier. 

Amethjfly  Hamoazey  Nov.  1 3 , 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  moft  fincere  pleafure 
in  acquainting  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  ftiip  the  Amethyft,  under 
my  command,  captured,  10th  in- 
ftant  at  night,  the  French  frigate 
La  Thetis,  of  44  guns,  and  a  crew 
of  330  men,  who  had  ferved  years 
together,  and  106  foldiers,  from 
L’Orient  for  Martinique.  Being 
clofe  to  the  N.  W.  point  of  Grot^ 
fhe  was  feen  a  quarter  before  feven 
erxes,  #  O  P.  M. 
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P.  M.  and  immediately  chafed  ; 
and  a  clofe  action  began  before  io 
o’clock,  which  continued  with  little 
intermiffion  till  20  minutes  after 
midnight.  Plaving  fallen  on  board 
for  a  fnort  time  after  10,  and  from 
a  quarter  pad  1 1,  when  fhe  inten¬ 
tionally  laid  us  on  board,  till  fhe 
furrendered  (about  an  hour),  fhe 
lay  fail  alongfde,  the  fluke  of  our 
bell  bower  anchor  having  entered 
her  fore  molt  main-deck  port,  and 
fne  was,  after  great  daughter, 
boarded  and  taken  poffeffion  of, 
and  fome  prifoners  received  from 
her,  before  we  difengaged  the 
flips.  Shortly  after,  a  (hip  of  war 
was  feen  clofing  f aft  under  a  prefs 
of  fail,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Triumph,  which  immediately  gave 
us  the  mofl:  effectual  aflidance  that 
the  anxious  and  feeling  mind  of 
fuch  an  officer  as  Sir  T.  Hardy 
could  fugged.  At  half-pad  one 
the  Shannon  joined,  received  pri¬ 
foners  from,  and  took  La  Thetis  in 
tow.  She  is  wholly  difmaded, 
dreadfully  flattered,  and  had  her 
commander  (Pinfon,  capitaine  de 
vaiffeau)  and  135  men  killed  ; 
102  wounded,  amongd  whom  are 
all  her  officers  except  three.  The 
Amethyd  has  loft  19  killed  and  51 
wounded  ;  amongd  the  former  is 
Lieut.  B.  Kindall,  a  mod  promiflng 
young  officer,  of  the  royal  marines, 
who  differed  greatly ;  and  that 
invaluable  officer  Lieut.  S.  J. Payne, 
dangeroufly  wounded  ;  the  mizen- 
mad  fliot  away,  and  thefhip  much 
damaged  and  leaky.  No  language 
can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
cool  and  determined  bravery  fhown 
bv  every  officer  and  man  of  this 
fo’p  and  their  truly  noble  beha¬ 
viour  has  laid  me  under  thegreateft 
obligation.  The  aflidance  I  re. 
csived  from  my  gallant  friend  the 


firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  G.  Blenner- 
haffet,  an  officer  of  great  merit 
and  ability,  is  beyond  all  enco¬ 
mium.  Lieuts.  Hill  and  Crouch, 
and  Mr.  Fair,  the  mader  (whofe 
admirable  exertions,  particularly  at 
the  clofe  of  the  adlion,  when  the 
enemy  was  on  fire,  the  boarders 
employed.,  and  the  (hip  had  fud- 
denly  made  two  feet  water,  fur- 
mounted  all  difficulties)  art  happily 
prefer ved  to  add  luftre  to  his  Ma« 
jefty's  fervice.  In  judice  to  Mon- 
fieur  Dede,  the  furviving  com¬ 
mander,  of  La  Thetis,  I  mud  ob» 
ferve  he  afted  with  Angular  firm- 

V  O 

nefs,  and  was  the  only  Frenchman 
upon  the  quarter  deck,  when  we 
boarded. 

Michael  Seymour. 


Admiralty. office ,  Dec .  13. 

A  difpatch  has  been  received 
from  Gen.  Stuart,  at  Medina,  con¬ 
taining  an  inclofure  from  Lieut. 
Bryce,  which  details  the  particulars 
of  a  fuccefsful  attack  made  on  Dia¬ 
mante  Llarbour,  by  a  fmall  expe¬ 
dition  fupported  by  the  Halcyoa 
and  Weazel  ftoops,  &c. 

Off  Diamante,  Sept.  S. 
Sir, 

I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  the  detachment 
you  were  pleafed  to  put  under  my 
orders  has  fuccefsfully  executed- 
the  fervice  in  view,  by  capturing, 
in  conjunction  with  Capt.  Pearce, 
of  the  royal  navy,  a  flotilla  of  3$ 
fail  of  the  enemy’s  veffels,  of  which 
four  are  large  gun-boats,  under  the 
town  of  Diamante,  where  they  had 
been  blockaded  with  much  perfe- 
verance  by  Capt.  Prefcott,  of  the 
Weazel.  On  our  arrival,  I  found 

the 
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the  portion  of  the  enemy  very  re- 
fpeCiable,  as  the  town  of  Diamante, 
which  covered  the  veflels  ranged 
on  the  right  and  left  of  it,  Hands 
on  a  peninfula  nearly  inacceffible 
on  three  fldes ;  the  fourth  is  pro¬ 
tected  by  different  inclofures  ;  and 
there  is,  befides,  a  building  of  con- 
fiderable  Hrength  commanding  the 
whole.  After  the  building  had 
been  cannonaded  for  fome  time  by 
Captains  Pearce  and  Refcold,  of 
the  royal  navy,  and  the  chevalier 
de  Balfamo,  commander  of  a  Sici¬ 
lian  galliot,  who  were  indefatigable 
in  their  exertions,  250  men  of  the 
regiment  of  Malta,  under  Major 
Hammill,  and  100  of  the  58  th  regi¬ 
ment  under  Capt.  O’Brien,  were 
landed  at  day -break  this  morning, 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward 
of  the  town,  accompanied  by  a 
howitzer  and  two  3-pounders,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Campbell  of 
the  royal  artillery.  The  enemy, 
who  confiHed  of  about  400  men  of 
the  civic  guard,  with  a  proportion 
of  French  troops,  were  gradually 
forced  back  through  the  under¬ 
wood  upon  the  town  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  did  not  attempt  to  de¬ 
fend,  but  took  to  the  mountains ; 
and  we  were  enabled  to  turn  their 
batteries,  of  four  heavy  guns,  on 
the  beach  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
town,  without  fuflaining  any  lofs, 
when  the  whole  of  their  veffels  fell 
into  our  hands.  I  beg  leave  to  ex- 
prefs  great  fatisfaclion  with  the 
judicious  conduCt  of  Major  Ham- 
mill  ;  and  thanks  are  due  to  Capt. 
Campbell,  commanding  the  artil¬ 
lery,  Capt.  O’Brien,  commanding 
the  58th,  and  Lieut.  Lawfon  of  the 
engineers,  who  did  me  the  favour 
to  attend  me  on  fhore. 

Alex.  Bryce,  Lieut. -col.  R.  E. 


Adniiraitj-qfficey  Dec,  1J, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  E.  Pellewt 
Bart .  to  the  Hon,  JV.  IV,  Pole . 

Cullodeuy  Bombay  Harbour)  April  7. 

Sit,  >  g 

I  requeit  you  will  fubmit  to  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  the  inclofed  letter  from 
Lieut.  Dawfon,  aCting  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  MajeHy’s  Chip  St. 
Fiorenzo,  Hating  the  particulars 
of  the  capture  of  La  Piedmontaife 
French  frigate,  mounting  50  guns, 
on  the  8th  ult.  in  the  Gulf  of  Ma- 
naar. — In  making  this  communica^ 
tion,  I  am  defirous  of  exprefling 
thofe  mingled  fentiments  of  ad¬ 
miration  and  concern  which  I  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  lofs  of  Capt.  Har- 
dinge,  who  fell  in  the  moment  of 
victory,  after  having  exerted,  da¬ 
ring  three  fucceffive  days,  the 
moH  remarkable  zeal,  gallantry, 
and  judgment,  in  the  conduCt  of 
this  very  brilliant  aCtion.  His 
MajeHy’s  fervice  has  been  thus  de¬ 
prived  of  a  moH  excellent  and  di~ 
flinguifhed  officer,  of  whom  the 
higheH  expectations  have  been  juH- 
ly  formed,  from  a  knowledge  of 
his  many  great  and  excellent  qua¬ 
lities.— “The  merit  of  Lieut.  Daw¬ 
fon,  upon  whom  the  command  de¬ 
volved  after  the  death  of  Captain 
Hardinge,  is  already  well  known  to 
the  board  by  his  gallant  behaviour 
on  a  former  occafion,  when  he  was 
feverely  wounded  at  the  capture  of 
the  Pfyche  frigate  by  the  St.  Fio- 
renzo,  in  which  nearly  the  whole 
of  her  prefent  officers  and  crew  had 
the  honour  to  (hare.-— The  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  continued  the  ac¬ 
tion,  which  had  been  fo  nearly  con¬ 
cluded  by  his  lamented  Captain, 
and  finally  conduced  it  to  a  fuc- 
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eefsful  ifTue,  will  doubtlefs  fecure 
to  him  the  high  approbation  and 
recompenfe  of  their  Lordfhipsv — 
The  undaunted  bravery,  the  ani- 
mated  and  perfevering  exertions  of 
every  officer,  feainan,  and  marine 
on  board  the  Sr.  Fiorenzo,  have 
been  truly  worthy  of  the  beloved 
country  in  whofe  caufe  they  have 
been  fo  nobly  engaged ;  the  public 
gratitude  will  be  commenfurate 
with  their  eminent  fervices* — I 
learn  that  the  St.  Fiorenzo  had 
arrived  with  her  prize  in  fafety  at 
Colombo,  from  whence  fhe  may 
fhortly  be  expcded  at  this  port. 

Edward  Pellew. 

St.  Fiora.zoy  at  Sea}  March  9. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  have 
to  inform  you  of  the  death  of 
Capt.  Hardinge,  late  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  St.  Fiorenzo,  who  fell 
glorioufly  in  the  early  part  of  an 
adion  on  the  8th  inft.  between 
this  fhip  and  the  French  national 
frigate  La  Piedmontaife. — The  St. 
Fiorenzo  failed  from  Point  de 
Galle  on  Friday  the  4th  inft.  at 
half  paft  1 1,  A.  M*  On  the  6th,  at 
7,  A.  M,  palled  three  Indiamen, 
and  fhortly  after  faw  a  frigate 
bearing  N.  E.  We  immediately 
hauled  our  wind  in  chafe,  and 
made  all  fail,  being  at  that  time  in 
lat.  7  deg.  32  min.,  long.  77  deg. 
58  min.  We  made  the  private 
iignal,  which  was  not  anfwered ; 
and  at  five  fhowed  our  colours, 
which  the  enemy  took  no  notice  of. 
At  40  minutes  paft  eleven,  P.  M. 
we  ranged  alongfide  of  him  on  the 
larboard  tack,  and  received  his 
broadfide.  After  engaging  till  50 
minutes  paft  eleven  P.  M.  within  a 
cable's  length,  the  enemy  made 


ftill  a-head,  out  of  the  range  ofotrf 
{hot.  We  ceafed  firing,  and  made 
all  fail  after  him,  continuing  to 
come  Qp  with  him  till  day. light  ; 
when,  finding  he  could  not  avoid 
an  addon,  he  wore,  as  did  we  alfoo 
At  25  minutes  paft  fix  recommenc¬ 
ed  the  adion  at  the  diftance  of  half 
a  mile,  gradually  doling  with  him 
to  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  fire 
was  conftant  and  well-direded  on 
both  fides ;  though  that  of  the 
enemy  flackened  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  adion.  At  a  quarter 
paft  eight  P.  M.  the  enemy  made 
all  fail  away  ;  our  main  topfail- 
vard  being  fiiot  through,  the  main 
royal  maft,  and  both  main-topmaft- 
ftays,  the  mainfpring-ftay,  and 
moft  of  the  ftanding  and  running 
rigging,  and  all  our  fails,  fhot  to 
pieces,  and  moft  of  our  cartridges 
fired  away  (as  our  guns  were  di- 
reded  at  his  hull,  he  was  not  much 
difabled  about  his  rigging),  we 
ceafed  firing,  and  employed  all 
hands  in  repairing  the  damages 
fuftained,  and  fitting  the  fhip  again 
for  adion.  From  the  great  injury 
our  malls,  yards,  and  fails  had  re¬ 
ceived,  I  am  forry  to  obferve  that 
it  was  not  in  our  power  to  chafe  to 
renew  the  adion  immediately.  We, 
however,  fucceeded  in  keeping 
fight  of  himdurimg  the  night ;  and 
at  nine  A.  M.  on  the  8th,  the  fhip 
being  perfedly  prepared  for  adion, 
we  bore  down  upon  the  enemy  un¬ 
der  all  fail.  He  did  not  endeavour 
to  avoid  us  till  we  hauled  athwart 
his  ftern,  for  the  purpofe  of  gaming 
the  weather-gauge,  and  bringing 
up  to  clofe  fight,  when  he  hauled 
up  alfo,  and  made  all  fail ;  but, 
perceiving  that  we  came  faft  up 
with  him,  and  that  an  adion  was 
inevitable,  he  tacked  ;  and  at  three 

we 
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we  paffed  each  other  on  oppofite 
tacks.,  and  recommenced  action 
within  a  quarter  of  a  cable's  length. 
With  grief  I  have  to  obferve,  that 
our  brave  Captain  was  killed  by  a 
grape-lhot  the  fecond  broadfide. 
When  the  enemy  was  abaft  our 
beam,  he  wore;  and,  after  an  hour 
and  20  minutes  clofe  action,  ilruck 
their  colours,  and  waved  their  hats 
for  a  boat  to  be  fent  them.  She 
proved  to  be  La  Piedmontaife, 
commanded  by  Monfieur  Epron, 
capitaine  de  vaiffeaux  ;  (he  mounts 
50  guns,  Jong  18  pounders  on  her 
main-deck,  and  36-pounder  car- 
ronades  on  her  quarter-deck.  She 
had  366  Frenchmen  on  board,  and 
nearly  200  Lafcars,  who  worked 
their  fails.  She  failed  from  the 
ills  of  France  on  the  30th  Decem¬ 
ber.  In  the  action  fhe  had  48 
killed,  and  112  wounded.  The 
St.  Fiorenzo  has  13  killed,  and  25 
wounded  ;  moll  of  the  latter  are  in 
a  promiling  way.  A  lilt  of  them 
I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  for 
your  information.  The  enemy  was 
cut  to  pieces  in  his  malls,  bow- 
fprit,  and  rigging  ;  and  they  all 
went  by  the  board  during  the  night. 
It  is  now  a  pleafing  part  of  my 
duty  to  recommend  to  your  parti¬ 
cular  notice,  the  cool,  heady,  and 
gallant  conduct  of  Lieuts.  Edward 

O 

Davies  and  Henry  George  Moy- 
fey  ;  the  latter,  I  am  forry  to  add, 
was  feverely  wounded  about  ten 
minutes  before  the  enemy  ftruck.  I 
alfo  experienced  very  great  aftif- 
tance  from  Mr.  Donovan  the  in  af¬ 
ter,  by  the  judicious  and  feaman- 
iike  manner  in  which  he  laid  us 
clofe  alongfule  the  enemy.  To 
Lieut.  Samuel  Afhmore,  of  the 
royal  marines,  I  am  much  indebt¬ 
ed,  for  the  cool  and  determined 
courage  evinced  by  him  through 


the  whole  adlion,  Indeed,  every 
officer,  petty  officer,  feaman,  and 
marine  in  the  fhip,  behaved  in  the 
moft  brave  and  gallant  manner,  and 
nobly  maintained  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  Britifh  flag.  In  the  firft 
boat  from  the  prize  came  Mr.  W. 
F.  Black,  afliftant-furgeon  of  his 
Majefty's  86th  regiment,  captured 
by  the  Piedmontaife  on  his  paflage 
to  Madras,  who  rendered  the  fur- 
geon  great  affiftance.  I  am  alfo> 
much  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  and  the  captains  and  officers 
of  the  country  flips,  who  were 
prifoners  on  board  the  enemy,  for 
the  great  affiftance  they  afforded 
us  with  their  Lafcars  in  erefting 
jury  mails,  and  working  the  fhip 
into  port,  as,  from  our  weak  ftate, 
and  the  great  number  of  prifoners 
on  board  us,  we  could  fpare  but 
few  hands  from  our  own  fhip  to 
fend  on  board  the  prize. 

William  Dawson, 
Killed . — G.  N.  Hardinge,  Efq, 
captain  ;  T.  Marrin,  C.  Small¬ 
wood,  R.  Currell,  J  Middleton, 
W.  Mead,  J.  Beer,  J.  Burn, 
Meadow^,  and  W.  Baldwin,  Tea¬ 
men  ;  W.  Martin,  j.  Luff,  and 
Jos.  Litchfield,  marines. — Among 
the  wounded  are  L.eut.  H.  G* 
Moyfey,  and  quarter- mafter  W„ 
J.  Brovvn. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Enquiry ,  on 
the  Convention  of  Cintra . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  the  underwritten  general 
officers  of  the  army,  in  obedience 
to  your  Majefty ’s  warrant,  which 
bears  date  the  ill  diy  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1808,  commanding  us  ftriftly 
to  enquire  into  the  conditions  of  a 
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fu fpen {ion  of  arms,  concluded  on 
the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  1808,  between 
your  Majefty ’s  army  in  Portugal, 
and  the  French  force  in  that  coun¬ 
try — and  alfo  into  a  definitive  con¬ 
vention,  concluded  with  the  French 
general  commanding  on  the  31ft 
Auguft  following — alfo  into  all  the 
caufes  and  circumftances  (whether 
arifing  from  the  previous  operations 
of  the  Britifti  army,  or  otherwife, 
which  led  to  them)- — and  into  the 
conduct,  behaviour,  and  proceed-? 
ings  cf  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  and  fuch  other  com¬ 
mander  or  commanders  of  your 
Majefty ’s  forces  in  Portugal,  and 
of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  as 
far  as  the  fame  were  connected  with 
the  faid  armiftice,  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  and  convention— and  to  re¬ 
port  to  your  Majefty  a  ttatement 
thereof,  as  it  (hall  appear,  together 
with  our  opinion  thereon,  and  alfo 
our  opinion,  whether  any,  and 
what  further  proceedings  fnould  be 
had  thereupon. 

We  have,  at  feveral  meetings, 
perufed  and  confidered  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  orders  and  inftruftions,  as 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  your  Majefty ’s 
principal  fecretary  of  irate,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fundry  letters,  and  other 
papers,  therewith  tranfmitted — 
And  have  heard  and  examined  Lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
Sir  Flarry  Burrard,  and  Sir  Arthur 
Welleftey,  and  other  principal  offi¬ 
cers  employed  on  the  faid  expedi¬ 
tion,  with  fuch  witneft'es  as  any  of 
them  dettred — and  alfo  fuch  other 
perfons  as  feemed  to  us  moft  likely 
to  give  any  material  information. 
• — And  in  order  that  your  Majefty 
may  be  fully  pofteffed  of  every  cir- 
cumftance  which  has  appeared  in 
the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  we  beg 


leave  to  lay  before  your  Majefty 
the  whole  of  our  examinations  and 
proceedings  to  this  our  report  an¬ 
nexed.-— And  upon  the  moft  dill, 
gent  and  careful  review  of  the  whole 
matter,  we  do,  in  further  obedience 
to  your  royal  command,  moft  hum¬ 
bly  report  to  your  majefty,  that  it 
appears,  &c.  & c. 

[Here  follows  a  ttatement  of 
fadts  relative  to  the  arrival  in  Por¬ 
tugal  of  Sir  Arthur  Welleftey ’s  ex. 
pedition  from  Cork — to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  General  Spencer  off  the 
Tagus,  his  return  to  Cadiz,  and  his 
arrival  again  in  Portugal— to  the 
operations  of  the  army  up  to  the 
battles  of  the  17th  and  21ft— to 
the  jun&ion  of  General  Auckland 
and  General  Anft  ruther ’s  brigades — - 
to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard 
and  Sir  Flew  Dalrymple — to  the  ar¬ 
rival  and  landing  of  Sir  John 
Moore  ;  all  of  which  have  already 
been  given  in  the  official  difpatches 
publiftied  in  the  Gazette,  in  the 
narratives  of  Sir  A.  Welleftey,  Sir 
H.  Burrard,  and  Sir  Hew  Dalrym¬ 
ple,  and  in  the  evidence  which 
was  detailed  during  the  fitting  pf 
the  Board  of  Enquiry.] 

After  a  defeription  of  the  battle 
of  Vimeira,  the  report  proceeds 
thus ; — Soon  after  twelve,  the  firing 
had  ceafed,  and  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
were  feen  from  our  left,  in  bodies 
of  about  200,  by  General  Fergufon  ; 
and  about  the  fame  time  General 
Spencer  faw  a  line  formed,  about 
three  miles  in  front  of  pur  centre. 
About  half  paft  twelve,  Sir  Arthur 
Welleftey  propofed  to  Sir  Harry 
Burrard  to  advance  from  his  right, 
with  three  brigades,  upon  Torres 
Vedras,  and  with  the  other  five 
brigades  to  follow  the  enemy,  who 
had  been  defeated  by  our  left. 

It  appear*  that  the  fituation  of 
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the  army  at  this  moment  was — on 
ihe  right,  Major-general  Mill’s 
brigade,  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged,  was  on  the  heighth  behind 
Vimeira,  and  at  a  didance  of  above 
three  miles  from  thofe  of  Generals 
Fergufon  and  Nightingale  on  the 
left.  In  front  of  Vimeira  and  in  the 
centre,  were  the  brigades  of  An- 
ftruther  and  Fane,  which  had  been 
warmly  engaged.  Brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  Bowes’s  and  Ackland’s  bri¬ 
gades  were  advanced  on  the 
heights,  towards  the  left,  in  fnp- 
port  of  Generals  Fergufon  and 
Nightingale.  Brigadier-general 
Crauford’s  brigade  was  detached 
rather  to  the  rear  of  the  ieft,  about 
half  a  mile  from  Major-general 
Fergufon,  to  fupport  the  Portu- 
guefe  troops,  making  front  in  that 
direction.  It  appears,  that  al¬ 
though  the  enemy  was  completely 
repulfed,  the  degree  of  expedition 
with  which  apurfuit  could  be  com¬ 
menced,  considering  the  extended 
portion  of  the  army  at  that  time, 
and  the  precaution  to  be  taken 
againd  the  fuperior  cavalry  of  the 
enemy,  mull  have  depended  on  va¬ 
rious  local  circumdances  only  to  be 
calculated  by  thofe  on  the  fpot. 

This  very  circumdance  of  a  fu¬ 
perior  cavalry  retarding  our  ad¬ 
vance,  would  allow  the  enemy’s 
infantry,  without  any  degree  of 
rilk,  to  continue  their  retreat  in 
the  molt  rapid  manner,  till  they 
fhould  arrive  at  any  given  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  point  of  rallying  and 
formation  ;  nor  did  Sir  A.  Wellef- 
ley,  on  the  17th  Auguft,  when  the 
enemy  had  not  half  the  cavalry  as 
on  the  2id,  purfue  a  more  inconfi- 
derable  and  beaten  army  with  any 
marked  advantage.  (Here  paffages 
are  quoted  from  Sir  A.  Wellelley's 
(difpatches  in  the  Gazette,  in  fup¬ 


port  of  this  ftatement.)  It  may 
alfo  be  confidered,  that  as  the  at¬ 
tack  on  our  centre  had  been  re¬ 
puted  long  before  that  on  our  left 
had,  the  attacking  corps,  which, 
as  had  been  obferved,  was  not  pur» 
fued  (but  by  the  20th  dragoons, 
not  exceeding  ryoj.had  time(above 
an  hour)  to  re-affembie,  and  to  oc¬ 
cupy  fuch  ground  as  might  after¬ 
wards  facilitate  the  retreat  of  their 
right,  and  that  the  enemy  were  ac¬ 
tually  and  vifibly  formed  in  one  or 
more  lines,  at  about  three  miles  it* 
front  of  the  centre. 

From  thefe  and  other  fair  mili¬ 
tary  grounds,  as  allowed  by  Sir  A. 
Wellefley  ;  from  thofe  that  occur¬ 
red  in  Sir  H.  Burrard’s  firfb  inter¬ 
view  with  Sir  A.  Wellefley  ;  from 
the  utmoft  certainty  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  arrival  of  Sir  John  Moore’s 
corps,  which,  if  they  had  not  Hop¬ 
ped  at  Mondego  Bay,  would  have 
been  at  Maceira  on  the  2 id  ;  Sir 
H.  Burrard  declined  making  any' 
further  purfuit  that  day,  or  order¬ 
ing  the  army  to  march  next  morn¬ 
ing  early.  —  (In  this  opinion  Sir  H. 
Burrard  dates,  Brigadier-general 
Clinton  and  Colonel  Murray  con¬ 
curred  ) 

[Here  follows  an  account  of  the 
appointment  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrym- 
ple  ;  his  atTumiag  the  command  ; 
the  nt-gociation  of  the  armidice  ; 
objections  of  Sir  C.  Cotton,  and  fi¬ 
nal  conclufion  of  the  armidice  ;  all 
the  particulars  of  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  laid  before  the  public.] 

It  appears  that  when  the  pro- 
pofed  treaty  (ratified  by  General 
Junot)  of  .  the  eSth  Auguft,'  was 
brought  by  Captain  Dalrymple  on 
the  29th  to  head-quarters  at  Ri- 
malhal,  all  the  Lieutenant  -generals 
(Burrard,  Moore,  Hope,  Frafer, 
Wellefley) were  prefent,  Lord  Paget 
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excepted,  becaufe  not  long  pre¬ 
viously  fumrnoned.  The  propofed 
treaty  was,  however,  formally  dif- 
cuffed.  Minutes  of  propofed  al¬ 
terations  were  taken  by  Sir  A. 
Wellefley,  as  laid  before  the  Board, 
and  the  commander  of  the  forces 
has  no  reafon  to  believe  that  Sir  J. 
Moore,  or  any  of  the  Lieutenant- 
generals  that  came  with  him,  ex- 
p  re  (fed  any  difapprobation  of  the 
if  ate  and  terms  of  the  negotiation. 

The  treaty  with  the  alterations 
propofed  were  re-tranfmitted  to 
Lieutenant-colonel  Murray.  It  ap¬ 
pears  when  the  treaty  concluded  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Murray  on  the 
30th,  was  brought  by  him  to  Tor¬ 
res  Vedras  on  the  31ft  for  ratifica¬ 
tion,  the  lieutenant-generals  pre- 
fent  were  convened,  and  Sir  A. 
Wellefley  was  fent  for.  Lord  Pa¬ 
get,  who  was  at  a  Jiftance,  did  not 
come,  nor  did  Sir  A.  Wellefley, 
his  corps  having  marched  that 
morning.  The  other  Lieutenant- 
generals  met,  (Burrard,  Moore, 
Frafer,  Hope)  the  alterations  made 
byLieutenant-colonel  Murray  were 
approved,  and  the  treaty  then  ra¬ 
tified  by  the  commander  of  the 
forces  (Sir  H.  Dalrymple)  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Lieutenant-ge¬ 
nerals  prefent.  Some  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  or  the  treaty  of  the  28th,  be¬ 
fore  objected  to  by  tire  Lieutenant- 
generals,  were  altered  in  that  of  the 
30th,  and  feme  other  good  altera¬ 
tions  had  been  inserted,  not  before 
fuggeiled.  A  comparifon  of  the 
treaty  of  the  28th,  and  that  rati¬ 
fied,  will  {hew  the  alterations.  The 
meetings  of  the  lieutenant-generals, 
the  commander  of  the  forces  did 
not  call,  or  confider  as  regular 
councils  of  war.  He  fought  to  be¬ 
nefit  from  their  talents  and  expe¬ 
dience,  by  confuking  them  on  exi¬ 


gent  cafes,  and  by  purfuing  the 
meafures  he  might  himfelf  deem 
moft  for  the  good  of  your  Ma  jelly’s 
fervice,  after  availing  himfelf  of  the 
advantage  he  might  draw  from  their 
reafonings,  and  he  dues  not  recoi¬ 
led!  there  was  any  diflentient  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  31ft,  as  to  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  convention.  It  appears 
that  Sir  J.  Moore’s  corps  having 
arrived  at  Mondego  Bay  on  the 
20th  of  Auguft, began  todifembark ; 
that  they  re-embarked,  and  arrived 
off  Madeira  Bay  on  the  24th  ;  that 
from  the  25th  to  the  29th,  they 
landed  under  confiderable  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  fucceflively  joined  the 
army  at  Torres  Vedras.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  fome  of  the  principal 
advantages  to  arife  from  the  con¬ 
vention  were  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  Generals.  That  it  immedi¬ 
ately  liberated  the  kingdom  of  Por¬ 
tugal  from  the  dominion  of  the 
French,  thereby  reftoring  to  the 
inhabitants  their  capital  and  for- 
treffes,  their  principal  fea-ports, 
their  perfonal  liberty,  property, 
religion,  and  eftablifhed  govern¬ 
ment.  That  it  relieved  a  great  ex¬ 
tent  of  Spanifh  frontier  from  all 
apprehenfions  of  an  enemy,  and 
the  whole  of  Spain  from  that  of 
having  an  enemy  behind  them,  and 
allowed  all  parts  oi  Spain  to  take 
more  effective  meafures  for  its  de¬ 
fence  ;  as  well  as  permitted  Portu¬ 
gal  immediately  to  contribute  for 
their  mutual  fupport.  That  it  en¬ 
abled  the  Britifh  army  immediately 
to  enter  Spain,  if  required,  by  cen¬ 
tral  routes,  while  it  franfported 
the  French  force  to  a  very  diftant 
part  of  their  own  coaft,  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Spanifh  frontier. 
That  it  immediately  releafed  4000 
Spanifh  foldiers,  and  fent  them  to 
the  defence  of  Catalonia,  ;  it  alfo 
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yeleafed  from  the  Portuguefe  fron¬ 
tier  another  body  of  2000  SpaniPn 
troops.  The  Portuguefe  army  aifo 
•became  difpofable  for  the  common 
caufe.  To  the  men  of  war  and 
tranfports,  which  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year  with  great  difficulty  could 
keep  their  flat  ion  near  the  coaft, 
and  on  whofe  prelence  the  fupplies 
and  operations  of  the  army  de¬ 
pended,  the  opening  of  the  Tagus 
afforded  immediate  fhelter.  It  is 
further  urged  by  the  Generals^  as 
much  more  than  probable,  that  if 
the  enemy  had  been  required  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  furrender 
prifoners  of  war,  they  would  not 
•have  complied ;  hut  if  driven  to 
extremity,  that  they  would  have 
retired  upon  Lifbon,  reinforced  by 
6000  Ruffians,  who  mull  have  been 
thus  compelled  to  (hare  their  kite  ; 
and  in  the  temporary  attack  of  this 
city,  much  calamity  and  deilruc- 
tion  muft  have  enfued.  Alfo,  that 
mailers  of  the  Ruffian  fleet,  and 
of  boats  and  fhipping  in  the  Tagus, 
the  paffage  to  the  river  was  enfured 
to  them  ;  that  they  could  have  de¬ 
fended,  for  a  conliderable  time,  its 
eafl  bank,  and  prevented  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  the  Tagus  by  our  fleet ; 
that,  with  the  llrong  fortreffes  of 
Alentejo  in  their  pofieffion,  they 
could  have  protracted  a  dellruClive 
war,  to  the  great  detriment  of  Por¬ 
tugal  and  the  Spanifh  caufe,  by 
finding  employment  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  Britilh  army,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  and  whofe 
difficulties  and  Ioffes  in  fuch  ope¬ 
ration  mull  have  been  very  confi- 
derable.  It  appears,  that  the  forts 
on  the  Tagus  were  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  on  the  2d  of  September,  by 
the  Britilh  troops,  and  the  port 
was  then  opened  to  our  fhipping. 


That  on  the  5th  the  army  had  its 
right  at  St.  Juliens?  and  its  left  on 
the  heights  of  Bellas*  that  on  the 
8th  or  9th,  a  Britifh  corps  marched 
into  Lilbon,  to  enfure  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  that  city  during  the  em¬ 
barkation  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
all  fent  off  (except  the  laid  divifion* 
who  were  purpofely  detained)  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month,  and 
part  of  the  army  was  then  actually 
on  its  route  towards  the  Spanifh 
frontier. — It  appears,  that  during 
the  difcuffion,  and  afterwards  du¬ 
ring  the  execution  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  much  firmnefs  was  fliewn  in 
refilling  the  pretenfions  and  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  enemy  ;  every 
flipulation  being  reftricled  to  its 
fair,  honourable,  and  grammatical 
meaning,  and  the  French  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  carry  off,  but  obliged  to 
difgorge  plunder,  which  they  af¬ 
fected  to  confider  as  private  pro¬ 
perty.  It  appears  that  pains  were 
taken  to  mifreprefent  and  raife  a 
clamour  in  Portugal  againfl:  this 
convention;  but  when  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  known,  and  its  effeCls  felt, 
the  people  of  Lifbon,  and  of  the 
country,  feem  to  have  expreffed 
their  gratitude  and  thanks  for  the 
benefits  attending  it.  It  has  been 
urged  by  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  and 
allowed  by  Major-general  Spencer, 
that  in  Egypt,  in  1801  (after  the 
victory  of  the  21ft  of  March,  the 
French  having  thrown  their  whole 
force  into  Alexandria  and  Grand 
Cairo,  about  10,000  men  in  each 
place),  that  at  the  fiege  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  in  Augufl,  the  country  was 
in  the  full  pofieffion  of  the  Britilh 
and  Turks.  The  garrifon,  cutoff 
from  every  poffibility  of  relief, 
and  could  only  have  held  out  fame 
days,  when  a  capitulation  was 
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granted  to  it,  September  the  2d,  as 
favourable  as  the  convention  of 
Cintra  to  the  army  of  Junot  (of 
24,000  French,  and  6000  Ruf¬ 
fians),  and  perfe&ly  fimilar  in  all 
the  chief  articles  of  men,  baggage, 
artillery,  conveyance,  &c.  alfo, 
that  the  fame  terms  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  granted  to  the  garrifon  of 
Cairo,  under  much  the  fame  eir- 
cumftances.  By  thefe  two  con¬ 
ventions,  or  capitulations,  above 
20,000  French  evacuated  Egypt, 
and  the  JBritifh  army  was  left  dif- 
pofable  for  other  purpofes.  On 
the  whole,  it  appears,  that  the 
operations  of  the  army  under  Sir 
Arthur  Wellefley,  from  his  landing 
in  MondegoBay  the  iftof  Auguft, 
until  the  conclufion  of  the  aftion 
at  Vimeira,  the  21ft  of  Auguft, 
were  highly  honourable  and  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  fuch  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  diftinguifhed  General, 
at  the  head  of  a  Britifh  army  of 
1 3,000  men,  augmented  on  the  20th 
and  21ft  to  17,000,  deriving  only 
fome  frnall  aid  from  a  Portuguese 
corps  ( 1 600 men)  and  againft  whom 
an  enemy  not  exceeding  14,000 
men  in  the  field  was  oppofecl  ;  and 
this  before  the  arrival  of  a  very 
confiderable  reinforcement  from 
England,  under  Lieutenant-general 
Sir  John  Moore,  which,  however, 
did  arrive  and  join  the  army,  from 
the  25'th  to  the.  30th  of  Auguft. 
It  appears  a  point  on  which  no 
evidence  adduced  can  enable  the 
board  to  pronounce,  with  confi¬ 
dence,  whether  or  not  a  purfuit, 
after  the  battle  of  tha  21ft,  could 
have  been  efficacious  ;  nor  can  the 
board  feel  confident  to  determine 
on  the  expedience  of  a  forward 
movement  to  Torres  Vedras,  when 
Sir  Harry  Burrardhas  ftated  weigh¬ 


ty  confiderations  againft  fuch  n 
meafure.  Further  it  is  to  be  ob, 
ferved,  that  fo  many  collateral  eir- 
cumftances  could  not  be  known  in 
the  moment  of  the  enemy’s  re- 
pulfe,  as  afterwards  became  clear 
to  the  army,  and  have  been  repre- 
fented  to  the  board.  And  con  ft  - 
dering  the  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances  under  which  two  new  com¬ 
manding  generals  arrived  from  the 
ocean,  and  joined  the  army  (the 
one  during,  and  the  other  immedi¬ 
ately  after  a  battle,  and  thofe 
succeffively  fuperfeding  each  other, 
and  both  the  original  commander 
within  the  fpace  of  24  hours),  it  is 
not  furpriftng  that  the  army  was 
not  carried  forward,  until  the  fer, 
cond  day  after  the  adlion,  from  the 
neceffity  of  the  generals  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  adiual  ftate  of 
things,  and  of  their  army,  and 
proceeding  accordingly. 

It  appears  that  the  convention  of 
Cintra  in  all  its  progrefs  and  con¬ 
clufion,  or  at  leall:  all  the  principal 
articles  of  it,  were  not  objected  to 
by  the  five  diftinguifhed  Lieu¬ 
tenant-generals  of  that  army  ;  and 
other  general  officers  who  were  on 
that  fervice,  whom  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine,  have  alfo 
concurred  in  the  great  advantages 
that  were  immediately  gained,  to 
the  country  of  Portugal,  to  the 
army  and  navy,  and  to  the  general 
fervice,  by  the  conclufion  of  the 
convention  at  that  time. — On  a 
consideration  of  all  circumftances, 
as  fet  forth  in  this  report,  we  molt 
humbly  fubmit  our  opinion,  that 
no  further  military  proceeding  is 
ncceffary  on  that  fubjedh  Be- 
caufe,  howfoever  fome  of  us  may 
differ  in  our  fentiments  rcfpedting 
the  fitnefs  of  the  convention  in  the 
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relative  fituationof  the  two  armies, 
it  is  our  unanimous  declaration, 
that  unqueftionable  zeal  and  firm- 
nefs  appear  throughout  to  have 
been  exhibited  by  Lieutenant-gene¬ 
rals  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  Sir  Harry 
Burrard,  and  Sir  Arthur  WelleOey, 
as  well  as  that  the  ardour  and  gal¬ 
lantry  of  the  reft  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers,  on  every  occafion 
during  this  expedition,  have  done 
honour  to  the  troops,  and  reflected 
luftre  on  your  majefty’s  arms. 
All  which  is  moft  dutifully  fubmit- 
ted. 

(Signed) 

David  Blind  as,  General. 

Moira,  General. 

Peter  Craig,  General, 

Heathfield,  General. 

Pembroke,  Lieut. -gen. 

G.  Nugent,  Lieut. -Gen. 

Ol.  Nicolls,  Lieut. -gen. 

2  2 d  Dec .  1808. 

judge..  Advocate-  General’s 
Office,  Dec .  27,  1808. 

In  confequence  of  the  following 
letter  from  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  General  Sir 
David  Dundat,  as  prelident,  viz. 

Horfe  Guards ,  Dec.  25,  1808. 
Sir 

The  Judge-advocate-general  hav¬ 
ing  delivered  to  me,  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  his  Majefty,  the  feveral  pa¬ 
pers  and  documents,  containing 
all  the  examinations  and  proceed¬ 
ings  taken  before  the  board  of  in¬ 
quiry,  of  which  you  are  the  preft- 
dent,  together  with  your  report 
and  opinion  upon  the  whole  of  the 
late  operations  of  his  Majefty ’s  for¬ 


ces  in  Portugal,  as  connefled  with 
the  armiftice  and  fubfequent  con¬ 
vention  of  Cintra,  I  think  it  incum¬ 
bent  on  me  to  ftate  to  you,  that 
although  the  report  is  fully  de¬ 
tailed,  and  perfectly  explanatory 
of  all  the  tranfaftions  as  they  ap¬ 
peared  in  evidence  before  you : 
yet  upon  a  due  confideration  of  the 
whole  matter,  it  certainly  appears 
that  your  opinion  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  armiftice  and  conven¬ 
tion,  which  the  words  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  's  warrant  exprefsly  enjoia 
fhould  be  ftrictly  examined,  en¬ 
quired  into,  and  reported  upon, 
has  been  altogether  omitted.  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  therefore,  to  call 
your  attention  to  thefe  two  princi¬ 
pal  features  of  this  important  cafe, 
the  armiftice  and  convention,  and 
to  defire  that  you  may  be  pleafed 
to  take  the  fame  again  into  your 
moft  ferious  confideration,  and  fub- 
join  to  the  opinion  which  you  have 
already  given  upon  the  other  point* 
fubmitted  to  your  examination 
and  enquiry,  whether,  under  all 
the  circumftances  which  appear  in 
evidence  before  you,  on  the  rela¬ 
tive  fituation  of  the  two  armies, 
on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  i  808,  it  is 
your  opinion  that  an  armiftice  was 
advifable,  and  if  lb,  whether  the 
terms  of  that  armiftice  were  fuch 
as  ought  to  have  been  agreed  upon  ; 
and  whether  upon  a  like  conlider- 
ation  of  the  relative  fituation  of 
the  two  armies  fubfequent  to  the 
armiftice,  and  when  all  the  Britifli 
forces  were  landed,  it  is  your  opi¬ 
nion  that  a  convention  was  advifa¬ 
ble,  and  if  fo,  whether  the  terms 
of  that  convention  were  fuch  as 
ought  to  have  been  agreed  upon. — 
I  am  the  more  defirous  that  you 
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fhould  refume  the  confideration  of 
thefe  two  points,  the  armiftice  and 
convention,  as  it  appears  upon  the 
face  of  your  report,  that  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  exifts  among  the 
members  of  the  board,  which  may 
probably  produce  a  diffent  from 
the  majority  upon  thefe  very  quef* 
tions.  You  will  be  pleafed,  there¬ 
fore,  to  defire  fuch  of  the  members  as 
may  be  of  a  different  opinion  from 
the  majority  upon  thefe  two  quef- 
tions,  to  record  upon  the  face  of 


the  proceedings  their  reafons  for 
fuch  diffent. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours, 
(Signed)  Frederick, 

Commander  in  Chief. 
General  Sir  D ,  Dundasy  K.  B. 

The  board  met  this  day  at 
the  J udge-ad vocate-generaPs  office, 
when  the  faid  letter  having  been 
read,  they  agreed  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  queftions  fhould  be  put  to  each 
of  the  members  of  the  board  : 


Approve. 
Lt.-gen,  Nicolls. 
Lt.-gen.  Sir  G»  Nu¬ 
gent. 

Earl  of  Pembroke. 

Lord  Heathfield. 
General  Craig. 

Gen.  Sir  G.  Dundas.  [ 
Approve. 

Lt.-gen.  Sir  G.  Nu¬ 
gent. 

Gen.  Lord  Heathfield. 
General  Craig. 

Gen,  Sir  D.  Dundas. 


i 

(Signed) 

My  reafon  for  confidering  the 
armiftice  as  advifableon  the  22d  of 
Auguft  was,  becaufe  the  enemy 
had  been  able  to  retire  after  the 
battle  of  the  21ft,  and  take  up  a 
Prong  defend ve  pofition. 

Ol.  Nicolls,  L. G. 

I  think,  confidering  the  great 
increafe  of  our  force  from  the  firft 
fufpenfion  of  hoftility  to  the  defi¬ 
nitive  figning  of  the  convention, 
added  to  the  defeat  the  enemy  had 
fuffered,  Sir  H  Dalrymple  was  fully 
entitled  to  have  infiPed  upon  more 
favourable  terms. 

Ol  Nigolls,  L„  G. 


J 

David  Dundas,  Prefident 

I  approve  of  the  armiPice,  after 
a  due  confideration  of  the  relative 
fituations  of  the  two  armies  on  the 
evening  of  the  22d  of  AuguP,  but 
I  cannot  fully  approve  of  the  whole 
of  the  convention,  after  a  due  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  relative  fituation 
of  the  two  armies  at  that  time  ; 
becaufe  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  nego- 
ciation,  fufficient  Prefs  was  laid 
upon  the  great  advantages  which 
had  refulted,  or  were  likely  to  re- 
fult  from  the  former  fuccefsful 
operations  of  the  BritiPi  army  in 
the  field— from  the  conftderable  re¬ 
inforce* 


r 


L 


Do  you,  or  do  you 
not  approve  of  the 
armiftice  as  conclu¬ 
ded  upon  the  2  2d  of  fv 
AuguP,  1 808,  in  the  ' 
relative  fituation  of 
the  two  armies  ? 


Do  you,  or  do  you'" 
not  approve  of  the 
convention  as  con¬ 
cluded  upon  the  3 1  ft 
of  Auguft,  1 808,  in 
the  relative  fitua¬ 
tion  of  the  two  ar- 


Difapprove, 
Earl  of  Moira. 


Difapprove. 
Lt.-gen.  Nicolls. 
Earl  of  Pembroke, 
Earl  of  Moira. 
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inforcements  which  had  joined  it, 
fubfequent  t@  the  commencement 
®f  the  negociation — from  the  caufe 
in  which  the  Britifh  army  was  en¬ 
gaged  being  the  caufe  of  Portugal, 
which  gave  good  reafon  to  reckon 
upon  the  good  will,  if  not  upon  the 
adive  affillance,  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  alfo,  from  the 
unufual  readinefs  which,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  was  manifefted  by  ge¬ 
neral  Junot  to  enter  into  negocia¬ 
tion,  and  by  the  French-  negociator 
to  accede  to  terms  as  they  were 
propofed,  and  to  fuch  conllrudion 
as  lieut.-gen.  Sir  Flew  Dalrymple 
put  upon  them  in  fome  inftances, 
where  they  might  have  borne  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  interpretation,  I  there¬ 
fore  think  it  probable,  for  the 
above  reafons,  that  if  lefs  favour¬ 
able  terms  to  the  French  army  had 
been  infilled  upon,  they  would 
have  been  acceded  to. 

Pembroke,  Lieut.-gen. 

I  feel  lefs  awkwardnefs  in  obey¬ 
ing  the  order  to  detail  my  fenti- 
ments  on  the  nature  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  becaufe  that  I  have  already 
joined  in  the  tribute  of  applaufe 
due  in  other  refpeds  to  the  officers 
concerned.  My  opinion,  there¬ 
fore,  is  only  oppofed  to  theirs  on 
a  queftion  of  judgment,  where 
their  talents  are  likely  to  have  fo 
much  more  weight,  as  to  render 
the  profeffion  of  my  difference, 
even  on  that  point,  fomewhat  pain¬ 
ful.  The  duty  is,  however,  im¬ 
perious  on  me  not  to  difguife  or 
qualify  the  dedudions  which  I 
have  made  during  this  invelliga- 
tion.  An  armillice  frmply  might 
not  have  been  objectionable,  be¬ 
caufe  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  exped- 
ing  hourly  the  arrival  of  Sir  John 
Moore’s  divifion,  might  fee  more 
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advantage  for  himfelf  in  a  fhort 
fufpenfron  of  holtilities,  than  what 
the  French  could  draw  from  it  ;■ 
but  as  the  armillice  involved,  and 
in  fad  eftablilhed  the  whole  prin¬ 
ciple  of  rhe  Convention,  I  cannot 
feparate  it  from  the  latter.  Sir 
A.  Wellefley  has  Hated,  that  he 
confidered  his  force,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  march  from  the 
Mondego  river,  as  fufficient  to 
drive  the  French  from  their  po- 
fitions  on  the  Tagus.  That  force 
is  fubfequently  joined  by  above 
4000  Britilh  Troops,  under  Gene¬ 
rals  Anftruther  and  Ackland. 
The  French  make  an  attack  with 
their  whole  difpofable  lirengfb, 
and  are  repulfed  with  heavy  lofs, 
though  but  a  part  of  the  Britidi 
Army  is  brought  into  adion.  It 
is  difficult  to  conceive  that  the 
profpeds  which  Sir  A.  Wellefley 
entertained  could  be  unfavourably 
altered  by  thefe  events,  even  had 
not  the  certainty  of  fpeedy  re¬ 
inforcements  to  the  Britifh  Army 
exifled.  It  is  urged,  that  had  the 
French  been  pufhed  to  extremity, 
they  would  have  croffed  the  Tagus, 
and  have  protraded  the  campaign 
in  fuch  a  mariner  as  to  have  fruf- 
trated  the  more  important  view 
of  the  Britidi.  Generals — namely,, 
fending  fuccours  into  Spain.  This 
meafure  mull  have  been  equally 
feafible  for  the  French  if  no  vic¬ 
tory  had  been  obtained  over 
them  ;  but  I  confefs  that  the  chance 
of  fuch  an  attempt  feems  to  me 
affumed  againll  probability.  Sir 
Hew  Dalrymple  notices  what  he 
calls  u  the  critical  and  embarraf*. 
fed  Hate  of  Junot,”  before  that 
general  has  been  preffed  by  tlje 
Britifh.  Army :  and,  in  explana¬ 
tion  of  that  expreffion,  obferves* 

that 
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that  the  furrender  of  Dupont,  the 
exigence  of  the  victorious  Spanifli 
army  in  Andalufia,  which  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  French  in  that 
direction,  and  the  univerfal  hofti- 
Iity  of  the  Portuguefe,  made  the 
lituation  of  Junot  one  of  great 
diftrefs.  No  temptation  for  the 
tranflation  of  the  war  into  Alentejo 
prefents  itfelf  from  this  pidure ; 
nor  does  any  other  reprefentation 
give  ground  to  fuppofe  that  Junot 
could  have  contemplated  the  mea- 
fure  as  holding  forth  any  profped 
but  ultimate  ruin,  after  much  pre¬ 
liminary  diftrefs  and  difgrace.  The 
ftrongeft  of  all  proofs  as  to  Ju- 
not’s  opinion,  a  riles  from  his  fend¬ 
ing  the  very  morning  after  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Vimeira,  to  propofe  the 
evacuation  of  Portugal  ;  a  ftep 
which  fufficiently  indicated  that 
he  was  fatisfied  he  could  not  only 
make  no  effedual  defence,  but 
^ould  not  even  prolong  the  conteft 
to  take  the  chance  of  accidents,, 
He  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been 
without  any  real  refouree.  It 
appears  in  evidence,  that  of  the 
troops  left  by  him  in  Lilhon  and 
the  forts,  a  confiderable  proportion 
were  of  very  doubtful  quality. 
Thofe  troops  on  whofe  fidelity  he 
could  confide,  had  been  difmayed 
by  a  fignal  defeat,  and  they  were 
fenfible  that  they  had  no  fuccour 
to  look  to  from  abroad.  To  the 
Britifh  generals  it  was  known, 
when  the  armiftice  was  granted, 
that  io,oco  men  under  Sir  J. 
Moore,  as  well  as  the  3d  and 
42d  regiments  of  foot,  with  the 
1 8th  dragoons,  might  be  imme¬ 
diately  reckoned  upon  ;  and  al¬ 
though  much  advantage  had  not 
been  drawn  from  the  Portuguefe 
troops,  their  fupport  and  the  ge¬ 


neral  violence  of  the  country 
againft  the  French,  cannot  be  laid 
out  of  this  calculation. 

The  difparity  of  force  and  of 
circumftances  was,  then,  fuch  as 
could  leave  no  doubt  that  the  ifTue 
muft  be  favourable  to  us.  I  do 
not  omit  advertence  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  urged  as  poffible  to  occur 
in  furnifhing  the  Britifh  army  with 
bread.  But,  putting  afide  the  ob¬ 
vious  folution,  that  fuch  a  tempo¬ 
rary  privation  is  not  ruinous  to  an 
army  where  cattle  can  be  procured 
in  the  country,  this  difficulty  can¬ 
not  be  well  pleaded,  if  admiffion 
is  to  be  given  to  the  fpeculationj 
that  the  heavy  cannon  necefiary 
for  battering  forts  St.  Julien  and 
Cafeaes  were  to  be  got  afhore  in 
the  Bays  of  the  Rock  of  Lifhon. 
The  queftion  then  comes  to  this  1 
whether  the  convention  did  (as  has 
been  aflerted)  fecure  all  the  ob¬ 
jects  which  were  propofed  in  the 
expedition  ?  If  it  did  not,  it  was 
not  what  his  majefty  was  entitled 
to  expeCt  from  the  relative  fitua^ 
tion  of  the  two  armies. 

I  humbly  conceive  it  to  have 
been  erroneous  to  regard  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  Portugal  from  the 
French,  as  the  foie  or  principal 
objeft  of  the  expedition.  Upon 
whatever  territory  we  contend  with 
the  French,  it  muft  be  a  promi¬ 
nent  objeft  in  the  ftruggle  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  their  refources,  and  to  nar¬ 
row  their  means  of  injuring  us,  or 
thofe  whofe  caufe  we  are  fupport- 
ing.  This  feems  to  have  been  fa 
little  confidered  in  the  convention, 
that  the  terms  appear  to  have 
extricated  Junot’s  army  from  a 
lituation  of  infinite  diftrefs,  in 
which  it  was  wholly  cut  of  play, 
and  to  have  brought  it  in  a  flare 
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entire  equipment,  into  imme¬ 
diate  currency,  in  a  quarter  too, 
where  it  muft  interfere  with  our 
ir.oft  urgent  and  interesting  con¬ 
cerns. 

Had  it  been  impracticable  to 
reduce  the  French  army  to  lay 
down  its  arms  unconditionally, 
ftill  an  obligation  not  to  ferve  for 
a  fpecified  time  might  have  been 
infilled  upon,  or  Belleille  might 
have  been  prefcribed  as  the  place 
at  which  they  Ihould  be  landed, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  poflibility 
of  their  reinforcing  (at  leaft  for  a 
long  time)  the  armies  employed 
for  the  fubjugation  of  Spain.  Per¬ 
haps  a  flronger  confideration  than 
the  merit  of  thofe  terms  prefents 
itfelf.  Opinion  relative  to  the 
Britifh  arms  was  of  the  higheil 
importance,  as  it  might  influence 
the  confidence  of  the  Spaniards,  or 
invite  the  nations  groaning  under 
the  yoke  of  France  to  appeal  to 
this  country,  and  co-operate  with 
it  for  their  deliverance.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
been  more  than  ufually  great, 
which  Should  be  deemed  fufficient 
to  balance  the  objection  of  grant¬ 
ing  to  a  very  inferior  army,  hope- 
lefs  in  circumflances,  and  broken 
in  fpirit,  fuch  terms  as  might  ar¬ 
gue,  that  notwithflanding  its  dis¬ 
parity  in  numbers,  it  was  ftill  for¬ 
midable  to  its  vigors.  No  ad¬ 
vantages  feem  to  have  been  gained 
that  would  not  have  equally  fol¬ 
lowed  from  forcing  the  enemy  to 
a  more  marked  fubmiftion.  The 
gain  of  time  as  to  fending  fuccours 
into  Spain  cannot  be  admitted  as 
a  plea;  becaufe  it  appears  that  no 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of 
our  troops  in  Spain  had  been  under¬ 
taken  previous  to  the  convention ; 


and  this  is  without  reafoning  on 
fubfequent  faCts. 

The  Convention  in  Egypt, 
which  has  been  advanced  as  a 
parallel  cafe,  appears  to  me  inap¬ 
plicable.  No  object  beyond  the 
diflodgement  of  the  French  from 
Egypt  was  there  in  queftion.  In 
the  prefent  inftance,  the  operation 
of  the  convention  upon  the  affairs 
of  Spain  was  a  confideration  of 
primary  intereft  ;  and  in  that 
view,  the  inevitable  efieCl  of  fome 
of  the  articles  offers  itfelf  to  my 
mind  as  liable  to  material  objec¬ 
tion. 

J  truft  that  thefe  reafons  will 
vindicate  me  from  the  charge  of 
prefumption,  in  maintaining  an 
opinion  contradictory  to  that  pro- 
feffed  by  fo  many  moft  refpe&able 
officers ;  for,  even  if  the  reafons 
be  effentially  erroneous,  if  they 
are  conclufive  to  my  mind  (as  I 
confcientioufly  affirm  them  to  be), 
it  is  a  neceffary  confequence  that 
I  muft  difapprove  the  convention. 

Dec.  27.  Moira,  General. 


His  Majefly's  Opinion  en  the  Con~ 
eve?ition  of  Cintra . 

THE  following  are  the  terms  in 
which  His  Majefty  has  exprefled 
his  difapprobation  to  Sir  H.  DaL 
rymple,  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Convention  of  Cintra. 

The  King  has  taken  into  his 
confideration  the  report  of  the 
board  of  inquiry,  together  with 
the  documents  and  opinions  there¬ 
unto  annexed. 

While  his  Majefty  adopts  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  board, 
that  no  farther  military  proceeding 
is  neceffary  to  be  had  upon  the 

tranfaClions 
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tranfadiions  referred  to  their  in- 
vefligation,  his  Majefty  does  not 
intend  thereby  to  convey  an  ex- 
preftion  of  his  Majefty’s  fatisf ac¬ 
tion  at  the  term'  and  condition's 
of  the  armiftice  and  convention. 

When  thofe  inftruments  were 
fir  ft  laid  before  his  majefty,  the 
King,  referving  for  inveftigation 
thofe  parts  of  the  definitive  con¬ 
vention  in  which  his  Majefty’s  im¬ 
mediate  interefts  were  concerned, 
caufed  it  to  be  fignifted  to  Sir 
Hew  Dalrymple,  by  his  Majefty’s 
Secretary  of  State,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty,  neverthelefs,  felt  himfelf 
compelled  at  once  to  exprefs  his 
difapprobation  of  thofe  articles,  in 
which  ftipulations  were  made,  di- 
redlly  affecting  the  interefts  or 
feelings  of  the  Spanifti  and  Portu- 
guefe  nations. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  inquiry,  the 
King,  abftaining  from  any  obferva- 
tions  upon  other  parts  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  repeats  his  difapprobation 
©f  thofe  articles ;  his  Majefty 
deeming  it  necelfary  that  his  fen- 
timents  fhould  be  clearly  under- 
ftood,  as  to  the  impropriety  ar.d 
danger  of  the  unauthorifed  ad- 
miflion,  into  military  conventions, 
of  articles  of  fuch  a  defeription, 
which,  efpecially  when  incauti- 
oufly  framed,  may  lead  to  the 
moil  injurious  confequences. 

His  Majefty  cannot  forbear  fur¬ 
ther  to  obferve,  that  lieutenant- 
general  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple’s  de¬ 
laying  to  tranfmit  for  his  informa¬ 
tion  the  armiftice  concluded  on 
the  2 2d  Auguft,  until  the  4th  of 
September,  when  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  tranfrnitted  the  ratified  con- 
ventiotq  was  calculated  to  produce 
great  public  inconvenience,  and 
that  fuch  inconvenience  did  in  fadt 
tfcfult  therefrom. 


Add  refs  of  the  City  to  his  Majefty  6ft 
the  Convention  of  Cintra, 

Odiober  12, 

About  twelve  o’clock  this  day, 
his  Majefty  arrived  at  the  Queen’s 
Palace.  At  two  he  was  waited 
upon  by  a  deputation  from  the 
City  of  London,  confiding  of  the 
Lord  Mayor^  the  Recorder,  Aider- 
men,  Chriftopher  Smith  and  Wood, 
the  Sheriffs,  Common  Council,  &c . 
The  following  Addrefs  and  Pe¬ 
tition  was  read  by  the  Recorder. 

To  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majefty , 

The  Humble  and  Dutiful  Addrefs 
and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor , 
Aldermerty  and  Commons  of  the 
City  of  London ,  in  Common  Coun - 
cil  afftembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

We,  your  Majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedfs,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com¬ 
mon  Council  affembled,  moft  hum¬ 
bly  approach  your  Majefty,  with 
renewed  affurances  of  attachment 
to  your  Majefty’s  moft  facred 
perfon  and  government,  and  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  free  principles  of 
the  Britifh  Conftitution  ;  to  ex¬ 
prefs  to  your  Majefty  our  grief 
and  aftonifhment  at  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  difgraceful  convention 
lately  entered  into  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  your  Majefty’s  forces 
in  Portugal,  and  the  commander 
of  the  French  army  in  Lilhon. 

The  circumftances  attending  this 
affiidting  event  cannot  be  contem¬ 
plated  by  Britifh  minds  without 
the  moft  painful  emotions ;  and  all 
ranks  of  your  Majefty’s  fubje&s 
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feem  to  have  felt  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern  and  indignation  at  a  treaty  fo 
humiliating  and  degrading  to  this 
country  and  its  allies.  After  a  fig- 
nal  victory  gained  by  the  valour 
and  difcipline  of  Britifh  troops,  by 
which  the  enemy  appears  to  have 
been  cut  off  from  all  means  of  fuc- 
cour  or  efcape,  we  have  the  fad 
mortification  of  feeing  the  laurels, 
fo  nobly  acquired,  torn  from  the 
brows  of  our  brave  foldiers,  and 
terms  granted  to  the  enemy  dif- 
graceful  to  the  Britifh  name,  and 
injurious  to  the  beft  interefts  of  the 
Britifh  nation. 

Befides  the  reftitution  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fleet  upon  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  with  that  power,  and  the 
fending  back  to  their  country, 
without  exchange,  fo  large  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Ruffian  failors,  by  this  igno¬ 
minious  convention  Britifh  fleets 
are  to  convey  to  France  the  French 
army  and  its  plunder,  where  they 
will  be  at  liberty  immediately  to 
recommence  their  aCtive  operations 
againft  u-s  or  our  allies.  The  gua¬ 
rantee  and  fafe  conveyance  of  their 
plunder  cannot  but  prove  highly 
irritating  to  the  pillaged  inhabit¬ 
ants  over  whom  they  have  tyran- 
nifed  and  for  whofe  deliverance  and 
protection  the  Britifh  army  was 
fent ;  and  the  full  recognition  of 
the  title  and  dignity  of  Emperor 
of  France,  while  all  mention  of 
the  government  of  Portugal  is 
omitted,  mult  be  confidered  as 
highly  difrefpeCtful  to  the  legiti¬ 
mate  authority  of  that  country. 

We,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
your  Majefty,  in  juftice  to  the 
outraged  feelings  of  a  brave,  in¬ 
jured,  and  indignant  people,  whofe 
blood  and  treafure  have  been  thus 
expended,  as  well  as  to  retrieve 
Vol,  L,  or  Vo l*  Vlii,  New  Se 


the  wounded  honour  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  remove  from  its  cha¬ 
racter  fo  foul  a  ftain  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  that  your  Majefty  will 
be  gracioufty  pleafed  immediately 
to  inftitute  fuch  an  inquiry  into 
this  difhonourable  and  unprece¬ 
dented  tranfaefion,  as  will  lead 
to  the  difcovery  and  punifhment 
of  thofe  by  whofe  mifconduCt  and 
incapacity  the  caufe  of  the  country 
and  its  allies  has  been  fo  fhame- 
fully  facrificed. 

We  beg  to  afture  your  majefty 
of  our  unalterable  fidelity,  and 
earned  defire  to  co-operate  in  every  , 
meafure  conducive  to  the  peace, 
honour,  and  fecurity  of  your  ma» 
jefty’s  dominions. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court, 

FIenry  Woodthorpe, 

To  which  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
moft  gracious  anfwer,  which  was 
read  by  Lord  Hawkefbury 

I  am  fully  fenfible  of  your  loy¬ 
alty  and  attachment  to  my  perfon 
and  government.  I  give  credit  to 
the  motives  which  have  dictated 
your  petition  and  addrefs,  but  I 
muft  remind  you  that  it  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  principles  of  Britifn 
juftice  to  pronounce  judgment 
without  previous  inveftigation. 

I  fiiouki  have  hoped  that  recent 
occurrences  would  have  convinced 
you,  that  1  am  at  all  times  ready 
to  inftitute  enquiries  on  occafions 
in  which  the  character  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  or  the  honour  of  my  arms  is 
concerned  ;  and  that  the  interpo- 
fition  of  the  city  of  London  could 
not  be  neceflary  for  inducing  me 
to  direCt  due  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  a  tranfaetion  which  has  dif- 
appointed  the  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  of  the  nation. 
r  i  e  s.  *  P  Rejoin  Horn 
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Refolutions  of  the  Common  Council 
on  His  Majefty’ s  Anftiver  to  the 
Addrefs  of  the  City. 

At  a  Common  Council ,  holden  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  Guildhall  of  the 
City  of  London ,  on  Thurfday ,  the 
CL*jtb  Day  of  October,  iSo8. 

Refolved, 

That  his  Majefty’s  anfwer  be 
entered  upon  the  journals.  That 
at  the  fame  time  this  court  cannot 
forbear  declaring  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  addrefs  and  pe¬ 
tition  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
by  this  court  on  Wednefday  the 
1 2  th  inftant,  was  conceived  in  the 
molt  dutiful  and  refpedful  terms ; 
that  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  fubjed  to  petition,  and  that 
this  right  ought  at  all  times  to  be 
freely  exercifed  in  all  matters  of 
public  grievance  without  obftruc- 
tion  or  reproof. 

That  they  are,  therefore,  at  a 
lofs  to  know  by  what  conftrudion 
of  their  faid  petition,  however 
drained  or  perverted,  his  Majefty’s 
advifers  could  attribute  to  them 
any  intention  or  defire  “  to  pro¬ 
nounce  judgment,  without  pre¬ 
vious  inveftigation.” 

That  they  are  equally  at  a  lofs 
to  know  why  his  Majefty’s  ad¬ 
vifers  fhould  have  deemed  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  remind  them,  “  that  it 
was  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
of  JBririfh  juftice  ;”  unlefs  to  throw 
an  unmerited  odium  on  this  cor¬ 
poration,  and  raife  a  barrier  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  crown,  on  all 
occafions  where  their  object  is  free 
and  conftitutional  inquiry. 

That  had  this  court  refrained 
from  expreffing  to  his  Majefty 
their  feelings  at  the  humiliating 


termination  of  the  campaign  in 
Portugal,  they  mu  ft  have  ceafed 
to  feel,  to  think,  to  ad  as  Bri¬ 
tons,  and  have  fhown  themfelves 
unfufceptible  of  that  patriotifm  fo 
eiTentially  neceiTary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  liberties,  the 
maintenance  of  their  national  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  independence  and 
fecurity  of  his  Majefty’s  crown 
and  dominions. 

They  cannot,  therefore,  fuffi- 
ciently  exprefs  their  concern,  that 
they  fhould,  by  any  fuggeftions, 
have  met  with  obftrudion  and  re- 
prehenfion  in  the  exercife  of  this 
undoubted  and  invaluable  right. 

That  they  particularly  regret 
that  his  Majefty  fhould  have  been 
advifed  to  exprefs  a  hope,  (t  that 
recent  occurrences  would  have  con¬ 
vinced  them,  that  his  Majefty  is 
at  all  times  ready  to  inftitute  in¬ 
quiries  on  occafions  in  which  the 
character  of  the  country,  or  the 
honour  of  his  arms,  is  concerned ; 
and  that  the  interpofition  of  the 
city  of  London  could  not  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  inducing  his  Majefty 
to  dired  due  inquiry  into  a  tran- 
fadion  which  had  difappointed  the 
hopes  and  expedations  of  the  na¬ 
tion.” 

Becaufe  it  appears,  that  during 
the  eventful  period  of  the  laft  1 5 
years,  various  enterprifes  and  ex¬ 
peditions  have  been  undertaken, 
“  in  which  the  charader  of  the 
country,  and  the  honour  of  his 
Majefty ’s  arms,  were  concerned,” 
which  have  grievoufly  failed,  and 
“  difappointed  the  hopes  and  ex¬ 
pedations  of  the  nation,”  and  into 
which  “due  inquiry”  has  not  been 
made.  That  in  one  of  the  recent 
occurrences  to  which  his  Majefty’s 
anfwer  refers,  it  is  not  known  even 
at  the  prefent  moment  by  whofe 
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advice  the  commander  in  chief 
was  appointed,  or  on  whnt  account 
filch  commander  was  feleded. 

That  during  all  thefe  calamitous 
events  and  wafteful  profulion  of 
blood  and  treafure,  the  public 
burthens  have  been  patiently  borne, 
and  his  Majefty  has  not  been  called 
tipon  by  “  the  interpolation  of  the 
city  of  London”  (if  their  humble 
fupplication  mud-  be  fo  termed) 
to  inftitute  inquiries  into  thefe  fai- 
lares  ;  although  it  appears  to  them 
that  fuch  “  interpolation”  might 
have  been  highly  necelfary  and  be¬ 
neficial  to  the  country,  and,  by  pro¬ 
moting  “due  inquiry,”  precluded 
the  necellity  of  their  late  applica¬ 
tion. 

That  during  thefe  unhappy  re- 
verfes,  and  while  his  Majefty's 
fubje&s  fubmitted  to  fo  many  pri¬ 
vations,  the  mod  fhameful  and 
fcandalous  abufes  and  peculations 
have  prevailed  ;  into  which  “  due 
inquiry”  has  not  been  made,  fo  as 
to  bring  to  jullice  fuch  great  public 
delinquents. 

That  whoever  advifed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  put  fo  unfavourable  and 
unwarrantable  a  conftru&ion  on 
their  late  petition,  has  abufed  the 
confidence  of  his  fovereign,  and  is 
equally  an  enemy  to  his  Majefty 
and  the  juft  rights  of  his  people. 

That  they  do  not  attribute  guilt 
to  any  one,  much  lefs  do  they  pro¬ 
nounce  judgment  without  previous 
inveftigation.  They  alk  for  in- 
veftigation,  prompt  and  rigid  in¬ 
veftigation,  and  the  punilhment  of 
guilt  wherever  it  may  be  found. 

(Signed  by  order  of  the  court.) 

WOODTHORPE, 


Firft  Report  from  the  Seleft  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Eaf 


India  Company . — Ordered  to  be 
printed  2$th  May ,  1808® 

The  feleift  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India- 
Company,  and  to  report  the 
fame,  as  it  (hall  appear  to  them, 
to  the  houfe,  with  their  obfer. 
vations  thereupon,  and  alfo  to 
report  their  proceedings  from 
time  to  time  to  the  houfe ;  and 
to  whom  feveral  accounts  and 
other  papers  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  refpefling  the  revenues 
and  charges,  and  the  commercial 
concerns  of  the  Eaft-India-Com- 
pany ;  and  alfo  the  petition  of 
the  united  company  of  merchants 
of  England,  trading  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  were  feverSlly  referred  : 
— Have,  purfuant  to  the  orders 
of  the  houfe,  examined  the  mat¬ 
ters  to  them  referred,  and  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  re¬ 
port. 

The  utmoft  diligence  which 
your  committee  have  been  enabled 
to  beftow  upon  a  fubjeft  of  fuch 
extenlive  detail,  as  an  enquiry  in. 
to  “  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft-India-Company,” 
would  not  have  been  fufficient  for 
its  full  inveftigation  within  the 
period  which  has  elapfed  fines 
their  appointment,  even  if  many 
of  the  moft  necelfary  documents, 
as  to  the  ftate  of  the  company's 
affairs  in  India,  had  not  been  re¬ 
ceived  fo  recently  as  to  preclude 
the  poffibility  of  their  being  ex¬ 
amined  with  that  degree  of  accu¬ 
racy,  care,  and  attention,  which 
the  complicated  nature,  not  lefs 
than  the  importance  of  the  fubjeift, 
indifpenfably  requires  :  your  com¬ 
mittee  are  ftill  engaged  in  the  con- 
*  P  *  federation 
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fideration  of  the  various  matters 
comprehended  in  the  general  objedt 
of  their  enquiry,  and  will  from  time 
to  time  fubmit  their  obfervations 
thereupon  to  the  houfe ;  but  in 
confequence  of  the  petition  which 
the  company  have  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  and  which  has  been  refer¬ 
red  to  your  committee,  they  have 
deemed  it  advifable,  in  the  fi ril  in- 
ftanee,  to  advert  to  the  allegations 
of  that  petition,  including  not  only 
thofe  which  refer  exclufively  to 
the  balance  claimed  by  the  compa¬ 
ny,  as  owing  to  them  by  the  public, 
but  alfo  fuch  as  relate  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  to  re¬ 
port  upon  the  fame.,  as  far  as  the 
progrefs  which  your  committee 
have  been  enabled  to  make  in  their 
enquiry,  has,  in  their  apprehen- 
fion,  juftified  the  obfervations  which 
they  now  offer  to  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe.-— Your  committee, 
finding  it  ftated  in  the  petition  from 
the  company,  as  one  of  the  caufes 
from  which  the  prefent  embarraff- 
ment  in  their  pecuniary  concerns 
had  arifen,  that  a  large  balance  of 
debt  remained  due  to  them  from 
the  public,  on  account  of  various 
expences  incurred  for  expeditions 
to  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Spanifh 
let  dements  in  the  Indian  feas,  and 
to  Egypt,  have  proceeded,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  on  the  inveftigation 
of  the  account  between  the  public 
and  the  company.  Your  commit¬ 
tee  find,  that  in  the  report  made  by 
a  former  committee  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  on  the  26th  day  of  June  1805, 
and  now  referred  to  your  commit¬ 
tee,  the  feveral  heads  of  charge 
upon  which  the  claims  preferred  on 
behalf  of  die  company  were  found¬ 
ed,  are  arranged  in  the  following 
manner,  in  three  claftes,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  circumffances 


and  tranfa&ions  out  of  which  they 
have  reflectively  arifen.  The  firlt 
clafs  compofed  of  fuch  heads  of 
charge  as  Ihould  fall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  framing  that  re¬ 
port,  exclufively  on  the  public  ; 
the  fecond,  of  fuch  as  fhould  be 
borne  exclufively  by  the  company ; 
and  the  third,  confiffing  of  charges 
to  be  divided  equally  between  both 
parties. — Firft  clafsy  chargeable  to 
the  public.  — ((  An  account  of  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  by  the  Eaft-India 
Company  in  India  and  England, 
for  the  intended  expedition  to  the 
French  Iflands,  and  for  the  expe¬ 
dition  againft  and  fupplies  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  An  account 
of  expenfes  incurred  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  for  the  intended 
expedition  againft  Manilla.  An 
account  of  the  expenfes  incurred 
by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  for 
the  purchafe  of  veflels  for  his 
Majefty’s  navy,  repairs  to  king’s 
fhips,  &c.  & c.  An  account  of  the 
expenfes  incurred  by  the  Eaft-In- 
dia  company,  by  the  capture  of  the 
Danifh  fettlements  in  India,  in 
1801.  An  account  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  expenfes  incurred  by  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  by  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Egypt,  over  and  above 
t lie  charge  of  the  troops  in  India. 
Ceylon  balance  of  property,  De¬ 
cember  1801,  and  remittances  from 
India  fubfequent  to  that  date  ;  alfo 
the  expenfe  of  the  capture  of  the 
faid  ifland.”  Second  clafs ,  charge¬ 
able  to  the  company. — i(  An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  expenfes  incurred  by 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  various  captures  made 
from  the  French  and  Dutch,  on 
the  peninfula  of  India,  including 
fubfiftence  of  prifoners.  An  ac- 
countof  the  king’s  troops  in  India, 
beyond  the  number  authorifed  by 
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adls  of  parliament.’*  Third  cla/s , 
to  be  equally  divided. — ■“  An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  expenfe  incurred  by 
the  capture  and  maintenance  of 
Malacca  and  the  Moluccas,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  Ceylon,  deduc¬ 
ing  the  profit  on  fpices.” — The 
faid  report  further  ftates  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  that  committee,  con¬ 
cerning  the  rates  of  intereft  to  be 
allowed  upon  the  feveral  fums  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  different  fides  of  the 
account,  as  follows:  “  Your  com¬ 
mittee  have  thought  it  reafonable, 
that  the  company's  claims,  fo  far 
as  they  arife  from  an  expenditure 
carried  on  in  India  by  loans  raifed 
there,  fhould  be  made  up  with  the 
rate  of  intereft  paid  by  the  com¬ 
pany  abroad  for  the  loan  of  the 
year  in  which  the  expenfe  was  ac¬ 
tually  incurred  ;  and  that  the  pay- 
mafter-general's  account  fhould 
bear  intereft  according  to  the  rate 
paid  by  the  public  for  money  in 
Europe,  in  the  feveral  years  in 
which  the  demands  have  accrued  j 
credit  is  given  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  account  on  all  payments  hither¬ 
to  made  by  the  public  in  difcharge 
of  thefe  demands,  at  the  fame  rate 
of  Indian  intereft  as  that  debited 
by  the  company.”-— The  report 
then  ftates  the  opinion  of  the  faid 
committee,  that,  as  far  as  they 
can  judge,  a  balance  of  about 
2,300,000 /.  would  be  owing  by 
the  public  to  the  company,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  mode  of  ftating  and 
making  up  the  account  therein 
prefcribed,  and  that  the  fum  of 
1,000,000/.  might  fafel y  be  voted 
by  the  houfe  on  account.  But  it 
was  obferved  in  the  faid  report, 
that  the  accounts  on  which  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  faid  committee  (in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  amount  of  what  might 
prove  due  to  the  company  had  been 


founded)  would  require  revifion  ; 
and  it  was  recommended,  that  an 
accountant  fhould  be  nominated  on 
the  part  of  the  treafury,  and  an¬ 
other  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
to  examine  and  make  up  the  ac¬ 
counts  according  to  the  principles 
therein  fpecihed,  previous  to  the 
final  balance  being  difcharged;  and 
it  was  alfo  recommended,  that  fre¬ 
quent  and  early  adjuftments  of  ac¬ 
counts  fhould  take  place  between 
the  public  and  the  company. — Your 
committee  find,  that  the  fum  of 
1,000,000/.  was  accordingly  voted 
in  that  feffion  of  parliament,  and 
paid  to  the  company,  and  that  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  faid  report,  ac¬ 
countants  were  named  on  the  part 
of  the  public  and  the  company  re- 
fpe&ively,  for  the  purpofe  therein 
mentioned,  who  appear  to  have 
entered  without  delay  upon  the 
duties  affigned  to  them. — Your 
committee  find  that,  in  the  feffion  of 
1806,  another  fum  of  1,000,000/. 
was  voted  and  paid  to  the  com¬ 
pany  on  account ;  it  appearing  by 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Wittwer,  the 
accountant  named  by  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  to  George 
Harrifon,  Efq.  dated  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1806,  (which  letter  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  your  committee)  that  al¬ 
though  for  reafons  therein  particu¬ 
larly  detailed,  no  final  adjuftment 
of  accounts  could  at  that  time  be 
made  between  thp  public  and  the 
company,  the  ultimate  balance  due 
to  the  latter  would  be  found  to  ex¬ 
ceed  that  fum. — Your  committee 
find,  that  additional  claims  and  de¬ 
mands  have  arifen  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  the  company,  fubfequent  to 
the  report  of  1805,  above  alluded! 
to,  fome  of  which  have  accrued 
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from  a  continuation  to  a  later 
period  of  accounts  and  heads  of 
charge  then  exifting,  and  others 
from  different  circumftances  and 
tranfaftions  which  have  fmce  oc¬ 
curred. — Your  committee  have  ap¬ 
plied  to  thofe  of  the  former  de¬ 
scription,  the  principles  which  they 
found  laid  down  in  the  report  of 
1805.  The  following  charges, 
which  have  grown  out  of  new  mat¬ 
ter  fince  that  report,  they  have 
agreed,  after  due  conlideration,  to 
include  in  the  firfl  clafs,  as  payable 
by  the  public  i  Expenfes  incurred 
in  India  on  account  of  the  Chinefe 
fettlers  at  Trinidad. — Expenfes  in¬ 
curred  on  account  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1805. 
Supplies  for  the  expedition  againd 
Buenos  Ayres. — Your  committee 
are  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  charge 
of  prifoners  of  war  taken  at  fea 
by  his  Majefty’s  (hips,  which  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  noticed  by  the  committee  of 
1805,  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
public,  efpeciaily  as  the  principle 
on  which  this  claim  is  founded, 
feems  to  be  recognized  and  admit¬ 
ted  in  the  aft  of  1793,  chap.  52. 
{eft.  127. — Your  committee  find 
that  a  new  demand  has  alfo  been 
brought  forward  on  the  part  of  the 
public  againd  the  company  for  vic¬ 
tualling  dores  furnifhed  for  the 
company’s  fervice  by  the  commif- 
fioners  of  victualling,  or  their 
agents.  Your  comini  tree  find,  that 
the  grofs  demand  of  the  company 
on  the  public,  drawn  up  in  con¬ 
formity  to  what  has  been  dated, 
with  intered  computed  to  the  firft 
of  March  1808,  amounts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  judgment  which  your 
committee  can  now  form,  (feveral 
of  the  items  of  fuch  demand  being 
dated  upon  edimate)  to  the  fum  of 


8,461,331/.  and  that  the  counter 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
for  advances  of  cafh  upon  ac¬ 
count  (including  the  two  fums  of 
1,000,000/.  and  1,000,000/.  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  re¬ 
port)  for  difburfements  by  the  pay- 
office,  and  for  fupplies  furnifhed  by 
the  victualling  office,  wTith  intered 
computed  to  the  fame  period, 
amounts  to  6,960,912/.  leaving  a 
balance  due  to  the  company  from 
the  public  of  1,300,419/.  In  the 
above  fum  of  6,960,912/.  is  in¬ 
cluded  the  fum  of  3,082,7 33/. 
which  is  the  amount  of  the  claim 
of  the  pay-mader  general  on  the 
company,  including  intered  to  the 
id  March  1808,  deducting  there¬ 
from  the  fum  of  443,767/.  herein¬ 
after  mentioned.  Y our  committee 
cannot  adduce  a  dronger  indance 
of  the  neceffity  of  attending  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  1803,  as  to  the  frequent  adjuft* 
ment  of  accounts  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  the  company,  than  the 
mere  datement  of  a  claim  to  fo 
large  an  amount,  and  which  has 
moreover  been  only  brought  for¬ 
ward  at  a  period  fo  recent,  that  it 
has  been,  and  for  a  condderable 
time  mud  be,  impoffible  for  the 
accountants  to  examine  in  detail, 
and  form  an  opinion  on  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  all  the  charges.  There  is 
every  reaion  to  believe,  that  the 
objeftions  which  have  already 
been  urged  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  the  pay-office  demands, 
are  in  general  well  founded,  efpe¬ 
ciaily  as  their  validity  has  been 
drongly  confirmed  by  a  return 
which  was  laid  before  your  com¬ 
mittee,  from  the  office  of  the  ad¬ 
jutant-general,  of  the  periods  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  different  regiments 
were  chargeable  to  the  company  ; 
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and  it  is  very  poffible,  that,  on 
further  and  more  minute  examina¬ 
tion,  by  the  accountants,  other 
objections  will  be  difcovered.  On 
thefe  confiderations,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  thought  it  reafonable 
to  fufpend  for  further  examination, 
fuch  part  of  the  pay-office  demand 
as  has  been  fpecifically  objefted  to 
on  the  part  of  the  company,  which 
amounts  to  the  fum  of  443,767/. 
In  concluding  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  your  committee  have  no  he- 
fitation  in  fuggefting  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  repealing  the  claufe  in  the 
aft  of  1793  (cap.  52.  feft.  128.) 
which  enafts,  that  the  company 
(hall  be  chargeable  with  all  the 
recruiting  and  other  expenfes  in¬ 
curred  in  England,  for  regiments 
in  India  (which  in  praftice  has 
been  found  fo  difficult  to  adjuft,) 
and  fubftituting  other  provifions 
which  might  fimplify  the  mode 
of  hating  the  account,  and  con- 
fequently  facilitate  its  frequent 
and  early  adjuftrnent,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fecure  for  the  public  an 
equitable  compenfation  for  that 
portion  of  its  military  expenditure. 
Your  committee  have  annexed  to 
this  report,  a  copy  of  the  account 
between  the  public  and  the  compa¬ 
ny,  containing  a  detailed  ftatement 
of  the  particular  items  of  which 
the  two  Turns  of  8,461,331/,  and 
6,960,912/.  are  compofed.  Your 
committee  cannot,  in  juftice  to  the 
company,  conclude  this  part  of 
their  report,  without  calling  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  re. 
monftrances  made  againft  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  in  1805  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  account  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  expenfes  in¬ 
curred  by  the  capture  and  mainte¬ 


nance  of  Malacca  and  the  Moluc¬ 
cas,  and  the  maintenance  of  Cey¬ 
lon  ;  a  mode  of  decifion  by  which 
claims  on  the  part  of  the  company 
to  no  lefs  an  amount  than 
1,972,984/.  have  been  fet  afide«. 
Your  committee,  under  the  order 
of  reference  made  to  them,  have 
not  thought  themfelves  authorized 
to  make  any  obfervations  upon  the 
principles  on  which  the  committee 
of  1  805  arranged  the  claims  of  the 
company.  Your  committee  have, 
however,  thought  it  their  duty, 
under  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  to  ftate  the  amount  of  what 
the  company  maintain  to  be  their 
juft  and  unfatisfied  demand. 

Independently  of  the  claim  which 
the  company  have  preferred  againft 
the  public  for  expenfes  incurred 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  or¬ 
ders  which  at  different  times  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  India,  for  ex¬ 
peditions  againft  the  fettlements  of 
fuch  European  powers  as  have  been 
engaged  in  war  with  this  country, 
and  alfo  to  Egypt,  your  committee 
obferve,  that  in  the  above  menti¬ 
oned  petition  various  ciicumftances 
(all  of  which  are  connefted  with 
that  ftate  of  war  in  Europe  and  in 
India)  are  reprefented  as  the  caufes 
which  have  produced  the  prefent 
embarraffments  in  the  company’s 
affairs,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
they  pray  for  fuch  relief  as  parlia¬ 
ment  may  think  fit  to  grant.  It  ' 
will  be  evident  from  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  their  feveral  accounts  (which 
exhibit  a  view  of  the  company’s 
pecuniary  concerns  in  England 
during  the  laft  ten  years,)  when 
compared  with  the  eftimate  for 
1808-9,  that  the  deficiencies  of  the 
laft  and  prefent  year  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  caufes  which  have  been 
progreffive  in  their  operation,  and 
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that  the  Hate  of  affairs  which  thofe 
accounts  now  exhibit,  is  to  be 
traced  to  a  combination  of  various 
circumftances  connected  with  the 
wars  in  which  the  company  have 
been  engaged  in  India,  as  well  as 
with  the  general  ftate  of  warfare  in 
which  a  large  portion  of  Europe 
has  for  a  long  period  been  in¬ 
volved.  Your  committee  have  fe- 
ledled  from  the  annual  accounts  of 
the  company’s  affairs  at  home, 
which  have  been  prefented  to  par¬ 
liament  during  the  lafl  ten  years, 
a  comparative  ftatement  of  receipts 
and  payments  in  fuch  articles  as 
have  experienced  or  admit  of  any 
confiderable  variation  in  their 
amount.  It  will  appear  from  that 
account,  that  the  prefent  deficiency 
may  be  afcribed  principally  to  the 
following  caufes  : — ift.  To  the 
diminifhed  fale  of  the  company’s 
goods;  the  fum  eftimated  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  from  fuch  Tales  for  the  year 
3  80S- 9  being  1,394,589/.  lefs  than 
the  average  of  the  ten  preceding 
years;  7,200,99 6/.  lefs  than  the 
average  of  the  fir  ft  five  years  of 
that  periol;  and  588,183/.  lefs 
than  the  average  of  the  laft  five 
years.  It  would  lead  your  com¬ 
mittee  much  beyond  the  limits 
within  which  they  propofe  to  con¬ 
fine  this  report,  if  they  were  to 
enter  upon  the  difeufiion  of  all  the 
caufes  to  which  the  gradual  de- 
creafe  in  the  amount  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  Tales,  during  the  laft  ten 
years,  may  polfibly  be  afcribed. 
It  will  appear,  however,  from  the 
account  of  Tales  during  that  period, 
that  in  the  article  of  tea,  which 
forms  a  large  proportion  of  their 
whole  trade,  no  diminution  has 
taken  place,  but  that  it  has  chiefly 
occurred  in  the  imports  from  India, 
and  particularly  in  the  different 


deferiptions  of  piece  goods.  The 
increafed  confumption  of  cotton 
fluffs  manufactured  in  Britain,  and 
the  advantages  derived  to  neutral 
nations  from  the  expence  at  which 
the  trade  to  India  muft  neceffarily 
be  carried  on  during  war,  as  well 
as  the  obft  ructions  infeparable 
from  that  ftate  of  war  which  has 
exifted  with  little  intermiflion  fince 
the  renewal  of  the  company's 
charter  in  1793,  are  the  caufes  to 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  the  diminifhed  fale  of 
Indian  imports  may  principally  be 
attributed.  2dly.  To  the  increaf¬ 
ed  expenfe  of  freight  and  demur¬ 
rage  of  the  company’s  fhipping  ; 
the  eftimated  amount  of  the 
fame  for  the  year  1808-9,  being 
276,251/.  more  than  the  average  of 
the  ten  preceding  years;  276,712/. 
more  than  the  average  of  the  firft 
five  years  of  that  period  ;  and 
275,79%  more  than  the  average  of 
the  laft  five  years.  Whether  the 
fyftem  now  purfued  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  in  the  defeription  of  veffels 
which  they  have  been  accuftomed 
to  employ,  is  the  moft  economical 
to  them  or  the  moft  beneficial  to 
the  country,  or  whether  it  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  withftand  the  competition 
of  foreign  nations,  are  points  on 
which  your  committee  are  not  yet 
prepared  to  pronounce  an  opinion  ; 
but  which  they  confider  to  be  of 
the  higheft  importance,  as  they  a  fi¬ 
fed!  not  only  the  commercial  prof- 
perity  of  the  company,  but  the 
permanent  intereft  of  the  Britifti 
empire,  in  the  prefervation  and 
exclufive  enjoyment  of  a  valuable 
portion  of  its  trade.  In  eftimating 
this  charge,  to  which  the  commerce 
of  the  company  is  expofied,  from 
the  rate  of  freight^  it  muft  be  re- 
colle&ed  that  the  means  of  defence 
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and  confequent  fecurity  which  the 
jfize  and  ftru&ure  of  their  fhips 
afford  to  their  valuable  cargoes, 
and  to  the  tranfport  of  troops  and 
military  ftores,  muft  neceftarily  be 
included  in  any  comparifon  be¬ 
tween  the  prefent  and  any  other 
fyftem  which  may  be  fuggefted. 
3dly.  To  the  increafed  amount  of 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the 
company  in  England  from  India 
and  China;  the  eftimated  amount 
of  which  for  the  year  1808-9  being 
725,408/.  more  than  the  average  of 
the  ten  preceding  years ;  521,970/. 
more  than  the  average  of  the  firft 
five  years  of  that  period  ;  and 
925,845/.  more  than  the  average  of 
the  laft  five  years.  It  is  unques¬ 
tionably  to  thofe  heavy  drafts  from 
India  and  China  on  the  company’s 
treafury  at  home,  that  the  largeft 
portion  of  the  deficiency  in  their 
funds  daring  the  laft  and  prefent 
year  muft  be  afcribed.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  informed,  that 
in  confequence  of  arrangements 
which  the  court  of  diredlors  have 
adopted,  and  of  orders  which  they 
have  tranfmitted  to  China,  the 
amount  of  bills  from  thence  is  not 
likely  to  increafe,  and  that  in  all 
probability  it  will  fall  confiderably 
below  the  average  of  former  years. 
Your  committee  have  not  been  ena¬ 
bled  to  form  any  fuch  expectation 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  bills 
from  India.  Any  interruption  in 
the  tranquillity  of  the  company’s 
territories  would  create  increafed 
demands  on  their  treafury  at  home, 
which  can  only  be  effectually  avoid¬ 
ed  by  a  furplus  revenue  in  India. 
The  attainment  of  that  objeCt, 
either  by  a  reduction  of  expenditure 
or  by  additional  revenue,  or  by  the 
operation  of  both  thofe  caufes,  is 
indifpenfable  to  the  maintenance  of 


the  company’s  credit  and  power  in 
India  •  and  to  this  important  fub- 
jeCt  your  committee  will,  without 
delay,  direCt  its  mo  ft  ferious  attend 
tion.  Your  committee  have  con¬ 
fined  themfelves  in  this  report  to 
a  ftatement  of  the  principal  caufes 
which  have  produced  the  prefent 
deficiency.  There  are  others,  how¬ 
ever,  of  inferior  amount,  which 
have  contributed  to  augment  it. 
The  charge  of  payments  to  military 
and  marine  officers  retired  from 
the  fervice  has  been  gradually  in- 
creafing  for  feveral  years,  and 
amounts  now  to  a  fum  much  be¬ 
yond  the  calculation  which  was 
formed  of  it,  when  the  fyftem  was 
firft  eft ablifhed.  The  addition  to 
the  company’s  bonded  debt  has  alfo 
contributed  to  fwell  the  deficit,  by 
the  increafed  charge  for  intereft. 
With  the  view  of  enquiring  into 
the  praCf cahility  of  retrenchment 
in  the  expenditure,  your  committee 
have  called  for  the  detail  of  the 
articles  comprehended  under  the 
head  of  “  charges  general/*  which, 
in  the  aggregate,  amounts  annually 
to  a  very  confiderable  fum.  As 
far  as  your  committee  have  yet  in- 
veftigated  this  account,  they  have 
found  no  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is 
capable  of  any  materia]  reduction, 
but  they  propofe  to  go  into  a  more 
detailed  examination  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  articles  of  which  it  confifts. 
And,  entertaining  this  intention, 
they  forbear  at  prefent  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  any  thing  more  than 
an  abftraft  of  the  account,  and 
of  its  principal  fubdivifions  for  the 
laft  three  years,  as  it  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  court  of  diretftors. 
The  company  have  ftated  in  their 
petition,  that  they  did  “  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  requeft  the  interpofition 
of  the  houfe  to  aid  them  in  their 
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prefent  emergency,  without  at  the 
fame  time  (hewing  their  unques¬ 
tionable  ability  to  difcharge  all 
their  debts  in  England,  and  to  re¬ 
pay  whatever  the  houfe  may  in  its 
wifdom  think  fit  to  affid  them 
with;”  and  having  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe  a  datement  in  that  peti¬ 
tion,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a 
confiderable  balance  would  remain 
to  them,  after  making  provifion 
for  the  payment  of  all  their  debts 
in  England,  but  exclufive  of  their 
Indian  debt  ;  your  committee  felt 
it  their  duty  carefully  to  inveftigate 
that  part  of  the  fubjeCt,  and  they 
have  no  difficulty  in  hating  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  there  will  remain  affets 
in  this  country  to  an  amount  confu 
derably  beyond  what  the  prefent 
exigency  of  the  company's  affairs 
appears  to  demand,  in  fecurity  for 
any  advance  to  that  extent  which 
parliament  may  think  fit  to  grant. 
Your  committee  have  prepared  an 
account  of  the  probable  affets  of 
the  company  on  the  id  of  March 
I  809,  in  which  the  amount  of  debt 
due  to  them  by  the  public,  as  the 
balance  of  their  account,  is  taken 
only  at  1,500,419/.  inftead  of 
2,460,000/.  which  the  company 
claims,  and  in  which  nothing  is 
allowed  for  their  property  afloat, 
and  which  will  arrive  in  England 
fubfequently  to  that  period,  though 
a  large  portion  of  the  charges  af¬ 
fecting  that  property  will  be  in¬ 
curred  and  paid  during  the  current 
year.  Eftimating  the  amount  in 
that  molt  unfavourable  mode,  there 
willremainabalanceof  2,8 1 9,587/. 
in  favour  of  the  company.  If  cre¬ 
dit  however  is  given  for  the  value 
of  that  property,  and  the  fum  due 
by  the  public  is  dated  at  the  amount 
claimed  by  the  company,  the  efti- 
jnated  balance  in  their  favour  will 


be  9,050,587 /.  It  will  be  appa¬ 
rent  to  the  houfe,  from  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  thofe  accounts,  that  the 
mod  accurate  edimates  which  can 
be  formed  of  fuch  articles  of  re¬ 
ceipt  and  expenditure  as  are  com¬ 
prehended  in  them,  mud  be  liable 
to  uncertainty  :  but  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
that  every  practicable  degree  of 
caution  has  been  ufed  in  preparing 
them.  Your  committee  have  al¬ 
ready  dated,  that  they  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  the  detailed  invedi- 
gation  of  the  various  matters  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  general  object  of 
their  enquiry,  and  which  embrace 
the  whole  of  the  financial  and  com¬ 
mercial  as  well  as  political  concerns 
of  the  company.  An  examination 
into  the  civil  and  military  eftablifh- 
ments  in  India,  will  form  a  mate¬ 
rial  branch  of  that  enquiry  ;  and 
your  committee  are  already  im- 
preffed  with  the  neceffity  of  car¬ 
rying  into  effeCt  reductions  in  the 
amount  of  thofe  edablifhments  to 
a  very  confiderable  extent.  Your 
committee  are  happy  to  add,  that 
this  important  fubjeCt  has  alfo  en¬ 
gaged  the  ferious  attention  of  the 
court  of  directors,  and  of  their 
governments  abroad. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Ho.’/, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  appointed 
to  inquire  hovo  far  the  Evils  at¬ 
tending  Lotteries  have  been  reme- 

o 

died  by  the  Lavos  pnffed  ref  petting 
the  fame ;  and  to  report  their  Ob- 
fervations  thereupon ,  and  upon 
fuch  further  Meafures  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  the  Remedy  thereof. 

[■ Ordered  to  be  printed  June  24, 

1  808.] 

Your  committee  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  evidence  contained 
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in  the  appendix,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  of  Mr.  Wood,  an  of¬ 
ficer  appointed  and  paid  by  govern¬ 
ment,  under  the  title  of  t(  Infpec- 
tor  of  Lotteries, **  from  whom  your 
committee  might  have  expedled  to 
derive  the  moft  material  and  fatis- 
fadlory  information  upon  all  the 
matters  referred  to  them ;  and 
more  efpecially  upon  the  fteps  he 
had  lately  taken  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is 
manifeft,  however,  that  fince  the 
year  1802,  when  thefcheme  of  the 
lottery  was  altered,  the  infpedlor 
of  lotteries  has  performed  no  du¬ 
ties  ;  and  he  has  declared  to  your 
committee  that  there  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  him  to  be  any  duties  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  him  to  perform. 
Your  committee  have  been  further 
informed  by  Mr.  Wood,  [the  in¬ 
fpedlor]  that  he  believes,  by  the  re¬ 
gulations  adopted  fince  the  year 
1802,  the  evils  arifing  from  the 
lottery  have  been  done  away,  and 
illegal  infurances  fuppreffed.  But 
the  examination  of  many  other 
witneffes  has  proved  to  your  com¬ 
mittee  that  the  information  fo 
given,  by  what  your  committee 
had  a  right  to  rely  on  as  the  molt 
competent  authority,  is  unfortu¬ 
nately  altogether  erroneous  ;  and 
your  committee  have  collected  the 
reafons  why  information  more  to 
be  depended  upon  has  not  been  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  fource  in  queition  : 
for  the  details  of  which  they  refer 
you  to  the  evidence  itfelf. 

Your  committee  are  compelled  to 
flate,  that  the  evils  of  clandeftine 
infurance  appear  to  them  to  prevail 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  they 
had  reafon  to  fufpedl  when  they 
made  their  firll  report  in  the  month 
of  April  laft  ;  and  it  now  appears 
fairly  queftionable,  whether  the 


number  of  perfons  concerned  in 
fuch  pradlices  has  materially  di- 
minilhed,  or  the  fums  adventured 
have  been  at  all  decreafed.  The 
greater  privacy  with  which  the 
tranfadlions  are  conducted  of  courfe 
makes  every  inquiry  into  their  ex- 
iftence  exceedingly  difficult,  whilfl 
it  produces  combination,  and  ren¬ 
ders  the  invention  of  any  real  re¬ 
medy  the  more  hopelefs. 

An  Adi  was  paffed  (2 2d  Geo. 
III.  c.  47.)  intituled,  “  An  Adt 
for  licenfing  lottery -office  keepers* 
and  regulating  the  fale  of  lottery 
tickets. *'  The  breach  of  the  law 
was  punilhed  by  penalties  recover¬ 
able  before  two  magiftrates,  tsand 
the  ufual  powers  were  given  for  the 
recovery  of  the  fame,  in  cafe  of 
non-payment,  by  warrant  of  dif» 
trefs  and  fale,  and  for  want  of  fuf- 
ficient  dillrefs,  the  offender  to  be 
fent  to  the  houfe  of  corredlion,  for 
any  time  not  exceeding  fix  months 
nor  lefs  than  three,  unlefs  the  penal¬ 
ty  fhould  be  fooner  paid. 5  *  A 
power  of  mitigation  was  given  to 
the  magiftrates,  and  no  penalty 
could  be  recovered,  unlefs  the  of¬ 
fence  had  been  committed  within 
twelve  months  preceding  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  profecution. 

No  alteration  in  the  law,  with 
refpedl  to  illegal  infurance  in  lot¬ 
teries,  was  made-until  1787,  when 
an  Adi  (27th  Geo.  III.  c.  1.)  was 
paffed,  for  rendering  more  effedluat 
the  laws  now  in  being  for  fuppref- 
fing  unlawful  lotteries.  In  the 
preamble  to  the  laft-mentioned  adl, 
the  8th  Geo.  I.  c.  2.  the  12th  Geo. 
II.  c.  28.  and  the  22d  Geo.  III. 
c.  47.  are  recited  ;  and  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  recited,  “  that  great  difficul¬ 
ties  have  arifcn  upon  the  methods 
of  convidlion  of  offenders  againft 
the  faid  recited  adls  before  juftices 
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of  the  peace,  and  many  evafions  of 
the  faid  recited  ads  are  daily  put 
in  pradice  ;**  and  it  was  by  the  2d 
fed.  enaded,  S(  that  from  and  af¬ 
ter  the  palling  of  faid  ad,  no  pe¬ 
cuniary  penalties  incurred  by  any 
perfon  concerned  in  lotteries  fhould 
be  recovered  before  any  juftice,  but 
might  be  fued  for  by  adion  in  any 
of  the  courts  at  Weftminfter,  and 
one  moiety  of  the  penalties,  when 
recovered,  Ihould  be  applied  for  the 
ufe  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  perfon  who  Ihould 
fue  for  the  fame  ;  and  the  power 
was  given  in  every  fuch  adion  to 
hold  the  offenders  to  bail,  lor  any 
fum  not  exceeding  500 /.” 

All  perfons  engaged  in  illegal 
infurance  might  alfo,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  3d  fed.  of  the  laft 
mentioned  ad,  be  deemed  rogues 
and  vagabonds,  under  the  17th 
Geo.  II.  c.  5.  ;  and  power  was 
given  to  the  magift  rates  before 
whom  any  perfon  Ihould  be  profe- 
cuted  as  a  rogue  or  vagabond,  to 
commit  the  perfon  fo  profecuted  to 
the  houfe  of  corredion,  there  to 
remain  until  the  next  general  quar¬ 
ter  fe/lions  ;  and  the  juftices  are 
then  to  inveftigate  the  merits  of  the 
cafe,  and  to  proceed  according  to 
the  provifions  contained  in  the 
17th  Geo.  III. 

In  confequence  of  the  reprefenta- 
tions  wich  were  made,  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  common  informers, 
aided  by  attornies,  had  abufed  the 
powers  given  by  the  2d  fed.  of  the 
27th  Geo.  III.  c.  1 » it  was  enaded, 
by  an  ad  palled  in  the  33d  Geo. 
III.  c.  62.  fed.  38.  “  That  from 
and  after  the  commencement  of  the 
faid  ad,  it  fhould  not  be  lawful  for 
any  perfon  to  commence  or  profe- 
cute  any  adion  for  the  recovery  of 
penalties  inflided  by  any  of  the 


laws  touching  or  concerning  lot¬ 
teries,  unlefs  the  fame  Ihould  be 
commenced  in  the  name  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  attorney  general  ;5>  and  by 
fed.  40  of  the  fame  ad  it  was  en¬ 
aded,  ff  that  if  any  perfon  fhould 
be  brought  before  two  magiftrates, 
and  fhould  be  convided  of  any  of¬ 
fence  againft  the  ftatute  of  the  27th 
Geo.  III.  whereby  he  fhould  be 
adjudged  a  rogue  and  vagabond, 
the  magiftrates  Ihould  commit  fuch 
offender  to  the  houfe  of  corredion, 
there  to  remain  for  any  fpace  of 
time  not  exceeding  fix  calendar 
months  nor  lefs  than  one  month, 
and  until  the  final  period  of  the 
drawing  of  the  lottery,  in  refped 
whereof  fuch  offence  Ihould  be 
committed  ;  and  that  the  proceed¬ 
ing  Ihould  be  without  appeal,  and 
not  removable  by  certiorari ,  or 
otherwife,  into  any  court  whatfo- 
ever.” 

No  evidence  has  been  given  to 
the  committee  to  fhew  what  were 
the  difficulties  which  occurred  in 
the  conviction  of  offenders  under 
the  22-d  Geo.  III.  c.  47,  and  the 
ads  recited  therein ;  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  preamble  to  the  27th 
Geo.  III.  c.  1,  that  difficulties  had 
occurred,  and  that  many  evafions  of 
that  ad  had  been  put  in  pradice.  It 
is  therefore  reafonable  to  prefume 
that  the  provifions  of  that  ad  had 
been  found  infufficient  tofupprefs  the 
pradice  of  infuring  in  the  lottery. 
In  the  hope  therefore  of  more  effec¬ 
tually  fupprefling  the  eyil,  the  27th 
Geo.  III.  c.  1.  was  palled;  but  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Eftcourt,  and  more  efpecially  from 
the  letter  from  the  under-fheriffs  of 
Middlefex  addreffed  to  him,  and 
contained  in  his  evidence,  that  the 
provifions  of  that  ad  had  been  per¬ 
verted  to  the  purpofes  of  extortion, 

and 
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and  had  been  produftive  of  very  fe- 
rious  evil. 

In  order  to  counteraft  this  new 
evil*  the  20th  Geo.  III.  c.  62, 
fift.  38  was  paffed,  directing  that 
no  aftion  fhould  be  commenced  or 
profecuted,  except  in  the  name  of 
the  attorney  general. 

In  confequence  of  this  limita¬ 
tion,  very  few  aftions  have,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  evidence  given  to 
the  committee,  been  commenced 
fmce  the  palling  of  the  lad-men- 
tioned  aft,  although  there  is  no 
doubt  that  infurance  in  the  lottery 
is  {till  carried  on  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent. 

The  evidence  which  has  been 
given  with  refpeft  to  the  practical 
inconveniences  refulting  from  the 
provifions  of  the  27th  Geo.  III. 
proves,  that  it  would  be  impolitic 
again  to  have  recourfe  to  the  pro- 
vilions  of  that  aft,  and  yet  it  is 
very  difficult  to  fugged  any  mid¬ 
dle  courfe  between  limiting  the 
power  of  commencing  aftions  to 
the  attorney  general,  and  giving 
that  power  to  common  informers. 
In  the  one  cafe,  there  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  reafon  to  complain  of  inac¬ 
tivity  in  enforcing  the  law,  and  in 
the  other,  of  a  corrupt  and  mif- 
chievous  perverfion  of  it.  It  might 
perhaps  be  proper  to  authorize  the 
police  magidrates,  and  the  magif. 
trates  of  the  city,  to  direft  aftions 
to  be  commenced,  when  evidence 
to  warrant  that  direftion  (hall  have 
been  given  upon  oath  before  them. 
This  however  would  be  a  novel 
and  perhaps  an  improvident  power 
to  grant,  and  confiderable  difficulty 
would  occur  in  carrying  the  prin¬ 
ciple  into  effeft. 

By  the  27th  Geo.  III.  all  per- 
fons  engaged  in  illegal  infurance 
might  be  treated  as  rogues  and  va¬ 


gabonds,  under  the  17th  Geo.  II. 
c.  5;  and  the  magidrates  had  the 
power  of  committing  them  to  the 
houfe  of  correftion  until  the  next 
general  quarter  feffions.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  evidence  given  to 
the  committee,  that  in  the  interval 
between  the  commitment  and  the 
trial,  the  witneffes  were  generally 
tampered  with  or  removed,  and 
conviftion  became  impoffible.  In 
order  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  a 
power  was  given  by  33  Geo.  III. 
to  two  magidrates,  to  commit  fuch 
perfons  to  the  houfe  of  correftion 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  fix 
months  nor  lefs  than  one,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  drawing  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  in  refpeft  of  which  the  of¬ 
fence  had  been  committed ;  and  the 
proceeding  was  without  appeal, 
and  not  removable  by  certiorari  or 
otherwife  into  any  other  court. 
From  this  enaftment,  it  appears 
that  the  legiflature  has  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  granting  very  large 
and  extraordinary  powers  to  ma¬ 
gidrates,  in  order  to  diminifh  the 
evil  arifing  from  infurance  in  lot¬ 
teries,  and  the  circumdances  which 
gave  rife  to  it  (hew  that  no  pecu¬ 
niary  means  are  wanting  to  enable 
thofe  who  are  engaged  in  this  prac¬ 
tice  to  evade  the  punidiment  of 
the  law. 

Your  committee  have  to  lament 
that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  fur- 
nifh  to  the  Houfe  any  more  fatif- 
faftory  refult  of  this  part  of  their 
labours :  but  when  it  is  recollefted 
that  for  many  years  pad  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  mod  acute  and  ingenious 
perfons,  well  acquainted  with  the 
whole  of  the  lottery  fydem,  both 
legal  and  fraudulent,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  fucceffive  ir.inifters,  have 
been  direfted  to  this  objeft  with* 
out  fuccefs ;  that  it  has  been  repre- 
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fented  to  your  committee,  that  the 
lottery  and  illegal  infurances  are 
infeparable;  that  the  former  can¬ 
not  exid  without  the  latter  for  its 
fupport;  that  a  fyftem  of  conniv¬ 
ance  in  thofe  a«5ls  which  the  law 
prohibits  pervades  all  ranks  con¬ 
cerned,  from  the  perfons  contract¬ 
ing  with  government  under  the  law, 
down  to  the  meaneft  wretch  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  violation  of  the  law,  and 
its  moft  ordinary  viftim :  your 
committee  did  not  enter  upon  this 
matter  with  much  profpedt  of  fuc- 
cefs,  and  do  not  therefore  feel  any 
very  great  difappointment  at  the 
iffue ;  they  are  perfuaded  the  houfe 
will  not  impute  to  them  any  want 
of  attention  to  the  fubjedt,  or  zeal 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

In  truth,  the  foundation  of  the 
lottery  is  fo  radically  vicious,  that 
your  committee  feel  convinced  that, 
under  no  fydem  of  regulations 
which  can  be  devifed,  will  it  be 
poffible  for  parliament  to  adopt  it 
as  an  efficient  fource  of  revenue, 
and  at  the  fame  time  dived  it  of  all 
the  evils  and  calamities  of  which  it 
has  hitherto  proved  fo  baneful  a 
fource. 

A  fpirit  of  adventure  mud  be  ex¬ 
cited  amongd  the  community,  in 
order  that  government  may  derive 
from  it  a  pecuniary  refourc.e.  That 
fpirit  is  to  be  checked  at  a  certain 
given  point,  in  order  that  no  evils 
may  attend  it- — the  latter  object 
has  not  hitherto  been  attained; 
with  all  the  pains  which  have  been 
bedowed  upon  it.  Your  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  its  attainment 
is  impoffible. 

The  ingenuity  of  perfons  in¬ 
tended  in  breaking  the  law,  is 
always  upon  the  watch  for  its  new 
enactments,  and  has  hitherto  al¬ 


ways  baffied  thefagacity  of  the  le* 
gidature.  Added  to  which,  there 
can  be  no  hope  of  greater  purity 
amongd  the  perfons  employed  to 
deleft  and  bring  the  offenders  to 
punifhment  than  has  hitherto  been 
experienced,  or  than  now  exids. 
The  datute  book  is  burthened  with 
regulations  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  conditution,  rigor¬ 
ous  and  oppredive  in  the  extreme, 
which,  if  they  are  ever  executed, 
fall  only  upon  the  ignorant  and 
deditute,  whild  the  wealthy  and 
more  profligate  hold  them  in  utter 
contempt :  and  this  unfeemly  date 
of  things  is  allowed  to  continue,  in 
order  that  the  date  may  derive  a 
certain  annual  fum  from  the  partial 
encouragement  of  a  vice,  which  it 
is  the  object  of  the  law,  in  all 
other  cafes,  and  at  all  other  times, 
mod  diligently  to  reprefs. 

In  the  meantime  your  committee 
find,  that  by  the  effects  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  even  under  its  prefent  redac¬ 
tions,  idlenefs,  diffipation,  and  po¬ 
verty  are  increafed,  the  mod  fa« 
cred  and  confidential  truds  are  be¬ 
trayed,  domedic  comfort  is  deftroy- 
ed,  madnefs  often  created,  crimes, 
fubjefting  the  perpetrators  of  them 
to  the  punifhment  of  death,  are 
committed,  and  even  fuicide  itfelf 
is  produced,  as  will  fully  appear  in 
the  evidence  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe. 
Such  have  been  the  condant  and  fa¬ 
tal  attendants  upon  date  lotteries, 
and  fuch  your  committee  have  too 
good  grounds  to  fear  will  be  their 
invariable  attendants  fo  long;  as 
they  are  differed,  under  whatever 
checks  or  regulations,  to  exid. 

The  quedion  naturally  occurs  to 
your  committee,  whether  any  pe¬ 
cuniary  advantage,  however  large 
or  convenient,  can  compenfate  to  a 
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ftate  for  the  amount  of  vice  and 
mifery  thus  neceflarily  produced  by 
the  levy  of  it. 

The  anfvver  to  this  queftion  is 
fubmitted  to  your  wifdom  and  de¬ 
liberation.  But  in  order  that  the 
Houfe  may  come  to  a  decilion,  in 
every  view  fo  important  to  the  in- 
terefls  and  happinefs  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  without  prejudice,  your 
committee  cannot  conclude  with¬ 
out  exprefling  a  decided  opinion, 
that  the  pecuniary  advantage  de¬ 
rived  from  a  ftate  lottery  is  much 
greater  in  appearance  than  in  reali¬ 
ty.  When  we  take  into  conlider- 
ation  the  increafe  of  poor’s  rates 
arifing  from  the  number  of  families 
driven  by  fpeculations  in  the  lot¬ 
tery,  whether  fortunate  or  other- 
wife,  to  feek  parochial  relief, 
the  diminilhed  confumption  of  cx- 
cifeable  articles  during  the  draw¬ 
ings,  and  other  circumftances  de- 
ducible  from  the  evidence,  they 
may  well  be  conftdered  to  operate 
as  a  large  deduction  from  the  grofs 
fums  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by 
the  contradors.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fum  raifed  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple  is  much  greater  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  received  by  the  ftate, 
than  in  any  other  branch  of  re¬ 
venue. 

No  mode  of  railing  money  ap¬ 
pears  to  your  committee  fo  bur- 
thenfome,  fo  pernicious,  and  fo  un- 
produdive;  no  fpecies  of  adven¬ 
ture  is  known,  where  the  chances 
are  fo  great  againft  the  adventurer ; 
none  where  the  infatuation  is  more 
powerful,  lafting,  and  deftrudive. 

In  the  lower  dalles  of  fociety 
the  perfcns  engaged,  whether  fuc- 
cefsful  or  unfortunate,  are,  gene¬ 
rally  fpeaking,  either  immediately 
or  ultimately  tempted  to  their  ruin; 
and  there  is  fcarcely  any  condition 


of  life  fo  deftitute  and  abandoned, 
that  its  diftrefles  have  not  been  ag¬ 
gravated  by  this  allurement  to 
gaming,  held  forth  by  the  ftate. 

Your  committee  are  confcious 
that  they  are  far  from  having  ex- 
haufted  all  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  might  be  urged,  that  the  lottery 
ought  not  to  be  reforted  to  as  a 
financial  refource.  The  reafoning 
upon  them  appears  to  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  apply  with  peculiar  force 
to  the  fituation,  the  habits,  and  all 
the  circumftances,  of  a  great  ma. 
nufaduring  and  commercial  nation, 
in  which  it  muft  be  dangerous,  in 
the higheft  degree,  todiffufea  fpirit 
offpeculation,  whereby  the  mind  is 
milled  from  thofe  habits  of  continu¬ 
ed  induftry  which  infure  the  acqui- 
fttion  of  comfort  and  independence, 
to  delulive  dreams  of  hidden  and 
enormous  wealth,  which  moft  ge¬ 
nerally  end  in  abjed  poverty  and 
complete  ruin.  If  after  all  that 
has  been  ftated,  and  a  perufal  of  the 
evidence,  the  Houfe  fhall  think 
proper  to  fandion  the  adoption  of 
the  lottery  in  any  future  feffion  of 
parliament,  your  committee  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  confideration  the  va¬ 
rious  fuggeftions  contained  in  their 
two  reports  for  the  alteration  of 
the  law,  from  which  they  are  will¬ 
ing  to  hope,  at  leaft,  that  home  be¬ 
neficial  leledion  may  be  made. 
But  they  cannot  flatter  themfelves 
with  the  expedation  that  they  have 
been  much  more  fortunate  than  the 
able  perfons  who  have  applied  them¬ 
felves  with  fo  much  induftry  and  fo 
little  fuccefs  to  the  fame  fubjed, 
and  to  whom  the  public  are  indebu 
ed  for  their  attempt  to  corred  the 
evils  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  can  only  be  done  away 
by  the  fuppreftion  of  the  caufe  from 
which  they  are  derived. 

Refolved, 
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Refolded,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  (in  cafe  it 
fhall  be  thought  expedient  to  con. 
tinue  (late  lotteries)  the  number 
thereof  in  each  year  (hould  be  li¬ 
mited  to  two  lotteries,  of  not  more 
than  30,000  tickets  each  ;  that  the 
number  of  days  allowed  for  draw¬ 
ing,  inftead  of  ten,  the  prefen t 
number,  (hould  be  brought  back 
to  eight  for  each  lottery,  the  num¬ 
ber  fixed  in  1802:  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  tickets  to  be  drawn  each 
day  (hould  be  uncertain,  and  left 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  damp  duties,  and  kept 
fecret  till  the  clofe  of  the  drawing 
each  day,  care  being  taken,  as  the 
lottery  proceeds,  not  to  leave  too 
great  a  number  undrawn  on  the  lat¬ 
ter  days  of  drawing,  but  that  one 
moiety  or  upwards  be  drawn  on 

the  four  nrft  davs  thereof. 

¥ 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  no  perfon 
fliould  be  allowed  to  deal  in  lottery 
tickets  without  a  licence  for  that 
purpofe  from  the  commiilioners  of 
damp  duties,  and  that  the  provi- 
fion  to  that  effed,  in  the  2d  fee. 
tion  of  22  Geo.  III.  cap.  47,  re¬ 
pealed  in  1802,  and  not  renewed  in 
the  late  ads,  (hould  be  re-enaded, 
with  this  addition,  that  every  li. 
cenfed  lottery  office  keeper  (hould 
be  allowed  to  take  out  from  the 
damp  office,  in  addition  to  his  own 
licence,  a  limited  number  of  licen¬ 
ces  for  agents,  with  a  damp  duty 
of  about  one- tenth  of  that  paid  by 
himfelf,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
fuch  agents  licences,  for  every  150 
tickets  (hared  by  him  at  the  damp 
office;  and  that  all  perfons  (hould 
be  forbidden,  under  a  heavy  penal¬ 
ty,  to  ad  as  agents  for  any  lottery 
office  keeper,  or  to  deal  in  lottery 
tickets,  except  perfons  fo  licenfed. 


Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  in  order  to 
prevent  perfons  fetting  up  licenfed 
lottery  offices  as  a  cloak  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  illegal  infuranees,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  tickets  required  to  be  (hared 
in  each  lottery,  in  order  to  entitle 
the  parties  to  a  licence,  (hould  be 
extended  from  thirty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty;  and  that  fuch  licences 
fhould  be  renewed  for  every  lottery 
upon  the  parties  continuing  to  (bare 
that  number  of  tickets. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  limita¬ 
tion  of  hours  during  which  lottery 
offices  may  be  open  for  the  tranfae- 
tion  of  bufinefs,  viz.  from  8  o'clow 
in  the  morning  till  8  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  enaded  by  22  Geo.  Ill* 
cap.  47,  and  renewed  in  the  lottery 
ads  of  1802,  and  the  three  follow- 
ing  years,  but  omitted  in  thofe  of 
the  two  laft  years,  ought  in  future 
to  be  re-enaded,  without  the  ex¬ 
ception  therein  made  with  refped 
to  Saturday,  when  lottery  offices 
ought  to  be  (hut  at  as  early  an  hour 
as  on  other  evenings. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  all  perfons 
concerned  in  hawking  about  lot¬ 
tery  tickets  and  (hares  for  fale,  in 
diftributing  hand -bills  refpeding 
lotteries  otherwife  than  in  the  of¬ 
fices  of  licenfed  perfons,  in  illumi¬ 
nating  lottery  offices  for  outfide 
fhow,  in  exhibiting  lottery  fchemes 
and  bills  upon  boards,  carts,  or  car¬ 
riages,  in  town  or  country,  (hould 
befubjeded,  on  convidion  before  a 
magiilrate,  to  a  confiderable  penal¬ 
ty,  and  in  default  of  payment  fa. 
imprifonment  for  a  limited  period. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  licenfed  lottery  office  keep¬ 
ers,  from  the  jurifdidion  of  juftices 
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of  the  peace,  and  police  magiftrates, 
by  inferting  in  fee.  34  of  the  laft 
lottery  aft,  the  words,  (i  if  not  li- 
(f  cenfed  to  divide  tickets  into 
S(  (hares,  in  the  manner  aforefaid,” 
is  inexpedient,  and  ought  to  be 
difeontinued;  and  that  fuch  lottery 
office  keepers  ought  in  future  to  be 
fubjefted  in  common  with  other 
perfons  to  fuch  jurifdiftion. 

•  •  e  *  » 

The  following  information  is  ex- 
trafted  from  the  Appendix  to  the 
preceding  Report. 

GAMBLING. 

Formerly }  thefe  evils  ufed  to  oc¬ 
cupy  only  forty-two  days  of  draw- 
i  ig,  and  for  a  fortnight  before  the 
rawing  began;  but  now  thefe 
things  are  going  forward  nearly  all 
the  year  round.  There  has  been 
what  is  almoft  a  continual  lottery, 
and  the  fpirit  of  gambling  is  more 
encouraged.  Formerly ,  the  offices 
were  by  law  to  be  ihut  up  at  eight 
o’clock,  except  on  the  day  preced¬ 
ing  the  drawing,  when  they  were 
allowed  to  be  kept  open  till  twelve, 
but  now  there  is  no  limit  as  to  the 
time  of  their  being  kept  open* 

Formerly ,  The  infurance  for  high 
fums  exceeded  that  for  low  ones* 
The  firft  men  in  the  kingdom, 
noblemen,  merchants,  and  others, 
ufed  to  infure  in  this  way  for  one 
thoufand  or  five  thoufand  guineas* 
number  of  shares. 

The  low  price  occafions  the  lot¬ 
tery  to  be  dilfufed  intofmall  parts, 
fo  that  in  faft  at  prefent  there  are 
a  great  many  more  tickets  (hared 
in  fixteenths  than  when  tickets 
were  cheaper.  Twenty  years  ago, 
it  ufed  to  be  reckoned  that  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  the  whole  tickets  (hared 
was  generally  multiplied  by  eight 
to  find  the  number  of  (hares ;  but 
in  the  prefent,  and  in  the  two  or 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol,  VIII.  New 
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three  laft  lotteries,  it  may  be  mub 
tiplied  by  ten,  the  higher  (hares 
having  decreafed,  and  the  lower 
(hares  increafed. 

LITTLE  GOES. 

Little  goes  are  little  lotteries,, 
on  the  fame  plan  as  the  great  lot. 
teries,  and  drawn  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner. 

There  are  generally  about  five 
or  fix  little  goes  in  the  year,  and 
they  are  generally  condufted  by 
two  or  three  of  the  lottery-office, 
keepers  who  are  licenfed. 

It  is  the  cover  of  the  ftate  lot¬ 
teries  that  leads  to  the  little  go.  It 
appears  that  they  begin  in  the  ftate 
lottery,  but  have  not  patience  to 
wait  till  another  ftate  lottery,  and 
they  gamble  in  fome  little  go ;  a 
little  go  is  never  heard  of  during 
the  ftate  lottery. 

LAWFUL  AGENTS. 

The  employment  of  agents  in  the 
country  within  the  laft  year  or  two 
has  been  at  leaft  doubled :  ;.  e.  by 
fome  houfes.  Others  have  been 
more  cautious.  Mr.  Hodges  ob¬ 
serves,  at  firft  they  required  10/. 
licences  for  the  country  agents ; 
then  that  was  dropped,  and  there 
has  been  an  inefeafe  of  country 
agents.  We  had  fifty,  but  we  have 
decreafed  half,  becaufe  they  were 
not  acquainted.  We  have  twenty- 
five  only  now,  and  we  had  fiftyc 
Many  of  them  failed,  and  became 
bankrupts. 

The  lottery  now  finds  it  way  to 
villages:  in  the  country  it  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  (hares,  not  to  infur - 
ances.  It  extends  to  the  labouring 
people,  and  raifes  a  fpiri  t  of  gam¬ 
bling  where  it  was  not  before. 

No  agent  out  to  be  fuftered  with¬ 
out  a  licence  either  in  town  or 
country.  At  prefent,  every  per- 
fon  may  be  an  agent  without  pa y^> 
sues.  *Q  i  tig 
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:ag  any  Tam  at  all  for  a  licence, 
and  by  thefe  means  at  prefer,  t  per¬ 
rons  are  enabled  to  fell  tickets  even 
in  villages,  which  before  was  never 
done. 

Thefe  agents  are  allowed  on  a 
whole  ticket  is.;  on  a  half. ticket 
2S« ;  ona  quarter  of  a  ticket  is.6d.; 
on  an  eighth  is.  ;  and  on  the  fix- 
teen  th  of  a  ticket  6d.;  together 
with  all  the  charges  and  expences 
they  may  be  put  to,  in  parce!s} 
carriage,  the  putting  up,  and  the 
circulation  of  poking  bills,  and 
alfo  the  expences  of  advertifing. 
One  of  the  profits  of  the  agent 
confifts  in  his  having  fums  in  his 
hands  belonging  to  principals  in 
London,  of  which  he  is  able  to 
make  ufe  in  his  own  bufinefs. 

Many  old  heady  correfpondents 
who  had  been  accuftomed  to  buy 
tickets  and  thalves,  now  buy  quar¬ 
ters,  eighths,  and  fixteenths,  be- 
caufe  the  lotteries  of  late  have 
made  more  frequent  calls  on  their 
purfes  than  it  has  been  convenient 
for  them  to  anfwer. 

Thofe  who  buy  are  in  a  good 
meafure  the  fame  perfons  in  different 
lotteries.  There  are  certain  per¬ 
fons  who  are  difpofed  to  that  kind 
of  adventure,  and  who  make  their 
purchafes  more  or  lefs  in  every  lot¬ 
tery.  "  'X, 

UNLAWFUL  AGENTS. 

Infu ranees  in  the  lottery  exili  to 
the  fame  extent  as  they  did  former¬ 
ly,  but  not  fo  much  in  the  open 
face  of  day.  Formerly  perfons 
without  capital  and  without  prin¬ 
cipal,  illuminated  Chop  windows, 
and  put  up  patent  lamps,  and  did 
this  in  the  open  face  of  day,  for 
illegal  infurances.  But  now,  it  is 
believed,  that  full  three  parts  out 
of  four  of  fuch  illegal  infurances, 
ultimately  find  their  way  into  the 


fhops  of,  and  are  monopolized  by, 
the  licenced  lottery-office  keepers  j 
becaufe,  though  this  bufinefs  is 
done  fecretly,  in  holes  and  corners 
through  almoft  every  alternate 
green-grocer’s  fhop,  or  chandler's 
(hop,  or  fhoe-maker’s  (hop,  and 
though  it  is  colle&ed  by  men  call¬ 
ed  Morocco  Men,  yet  they  are  the 
fubordinate  agents  of  licenced  lot¬ 
tery-office  keepers  in  general ;  and 
what  multiplies  this  mifehief  of 
infurance  more  than  it  would  other- 
wife  be,  is,  that  the  adventurer  and 
the  dupe  of  lad  year,  becomes  an 
animal  of  prey  in  the  prefent  year, 
for  they  find  out  that  thefe  Mo¬ 
rocco  Men,  who  have  the  colledl- 
ingof  the  fums  of  money,  get  con- 
fiderable  fums  themfelves,  many  of 
them  getting  per  cent,  and  a 
quarter  profit  upon  the  whole  fpe- 
culation  at  the  end  of  the  lottery, 
without  the  chance  of  lofing.  Then 
they  take  to  the  fame  practice,  and 
feduce  frefh  perfons  to  lay  out  their 
money  with  them. 

It  was  a  well  known  fa&,  that 
many  perfons  had  acquired  confi- 
derable  fortunes  by  carrying  on 
illegal  infurances,  and  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  one  of  thefe  perfons 
to  employ  twenty  or  thirty  agents 
of  different  deferiptions,  daily  to 
collect  the  infurances  during  the 
forty-two  days  of  drawing  of  each 
lottery,  fome  in  cellars  and  others 
in  garrets,  whilft  others  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  a 
coffee  houfe,  or  admitted  into  pri¬ 
vate  families  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
furing  for  money,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving 
a  fmall  lum  of  money,  to  return  a 
larger  fum  if  any  given  number  in 
the  lottery  on  a  given  day  (hould 
be  drawn  blank  or  prize,  and  the 
premiums  were  adapted  to  all  de¬ 
feriptions 
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fcriptions  of  people ;  any  fum  might 
be  infured  from  one  guinea  to 
twenty  guineas,  fo  that  perfons  of 
the  loweft  defcription  might  be  ac¬ 
commodated.  The  price  of  infur* 
ance  for  a  guinea  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  lottery  Was  8d.,  and 
it  gradually  increafed  as  the  draw¬ 
ing  of  the  lottery  proceeded. 

INSURERS. 

When  caught,  many  in  a  room 
together,  moil  of  them  are  found 
to  be  poor  women,  and  perhaps  in 
their  pockets  20  or  30,  to  40  or 
60  duplicates  of  their  things  pledg¬ 
ed,  even  their  pillows,  beds,,  and 
holders,  and  their  clothes,  till  they 
have  been  almoft  naked. 

They  infure  for  guineas  and  half 
guineas,  and  I  believe,  calling  a 
whole  .number  20/.  they  infure 
halves,  quarters,  and  fixteenths. 

There  are  various  methods  ofin- 
furing,  in  which  very  fmall  sums, 
even  the  halfpence  in  their  pockets, 
are  rilked  in  this  line  of  gambling. 

There  is  no  legal  penalty;  the 
only  punifhment  is  commitment  as 
rogues  and  vagabonds. 

They  are  generally  committed 
for  from  one  month  to  three  months, 
but  fometimes  commitment  is  for 
fix  months. 

There  are  generally  two  parties, 
one  to  profecute,  becaufe  they  have 
not  been  bribed,  and  the  other  to 
endeavour  to  get  rid  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  might  have  been  brought 
forward  againft  the  accufed  party, 
either  by  calling  the  witneffes  on 
one  fide,  or  by  ufing  means  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  go  out  of  the  way. 

People  have  taken  things  out  of 
a  ready  furnifhed  room,  and  pledged 
them  to  make  up  money  for  the  lot¬ 
tery. 

If  an  adventurer  lofes  four  days, 
he  never  can  recover  his  lofs ;  and  as 


to  the  Infurer ,  his  rilk  is  fo  great, 
that  by  one  day's  ill-luck  he  may 
be  entirely  ruined. 

EXPENCES  OF  OFFICES. 

Thofe  offices  which  fhare  no 
more  than  thirty  tickets  at  the 
ftamp-office  (the  number  required 
by  law  to  entitle  them  to  a  licence) 
cannot  have  fufficient  buiinefs"  in 
that  way  to  fupport  an  office,  as 
their  profits  upon  them,  and  upon 
any  proportionate  number  of  whole 
tickets  which  they  fell,  mu  ft  be  fo 
very  fmall,  as  to  make  a  certain 
lofs  by  the  legal  part  of  the  bufi- 
nefs.  The  expence  of  an  office  can 
fcarcely  be  lefs  than  500/.  per 
annum ;  and,  if  much  bulinefs  is 
done,  confiderably  more;  which 
500 /.  may  be  fet  down  as  follows  : 
Rent  and  Taxes  -  -  -  £2oo 
Licence  -------  30 

Seat  in  Hall  -----  10 

Clerks  (at  leaft)  -  -  -  -  200 
Porter  -  --  --  --  -  30 

Thofe  office-keepers  who  do  illegal 
bufinefs  are  proteHed  by  the  in- 
fpedlor,  who  may  be  feen  daily  and 
nightly  at  their  offices,  but  feldom 
in  any  of  the  offices  where  tickets 
and  fhares  are  fold. 

The  expence  of  propagating  a 
lottery  of  60,000  tickets  within 
the  laft  ten  years,  has  not  exceed- 
ed  7, coo/. ;  whereas  the  expence 
of  the  four  laft  lotteries,  on  the 
part  of  the  contractors  and  office- 
keepers,  has  not  been  lefs  than 
70,000/.  or  80,000 /.  There  are 
upwards  of  100  country  newfpa- 
pers,  in  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
week,  the  lottery  advertifements 
are  in  general  inferred  twice. 

Thefe  practices  fet  people  againft 
the  lotteries.  Lotteries  are  now 
*  Q  2  '  v  fo 
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fo  frequent,  that  the  public  cannot 
recover  from  one  lottery  to  a- 
nother. 

FROFIT  OF  CONTRACTORS,  OF¬ 
FICES,  &C. 

The  general  advance  put  upon 
tickets  by  the  contractors  has  been 
about  3/.  per  ticker,  not  varying 
much  under  or  over.  This  is  in 
confederation  of  the  certain  lofs  on 
fuch  tickets  as  the  contractor  is 
not  able  to  fell,  the  expence  he 
mil  ft  necefiafily  be  put  to  in  the 
fale  of  his  lottery,  and  the  profit 
which  he  naturally  expeCls  on  fuch 
a  concern. 

The  lottery  is  fold  pretty  well,  of 
which  four-fifths  of  the  tickets  are 
fold.  The  contractor  s  for  the  pre- 
fent  lottery,  it  is  imagined,  will 
fell  about  17,000  tickets  out  of 
25,000. 

The  profit  derived  by  letting 
feats  in  Guildhall,  made  part  of 
the  revenue  of  the  corporation  of 
the  city  o  1  London,  and  amounted 
to  from  4  to  500 /.  per  annum. 

There  is  an  incorrigible  propen- 
fity  in  the  middling  and  lower 
dalles  to  game  in  illegal  infurances. 
The  public  has  a  comparative  ad¬ 
vantage  in  point  of  price  or  pre¬ 
mium  in  infuring,  preferable  to 
buying  legal  (hares;  for  the  dif- 
advamage  of  the  adventurer  on  in. 
furance  never  exceeds  20  per  cent, 
or  thereabouts,  and  fometimes  is  fo 
low  as  1 per  cent,  whereas  in 
the  purchafe  of  legal  (hares  they 
encounter  a  lofs  of  ioo  percent. 
This  high  price  of  legal  (hares 
originates  in  the  middle  hands 
through  which  the  tickets  and 
Shares  pafs.  In  the  prefent  lot¬ 
tery,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  fold  the  tickets  at  17/. 
and  a  fraction.  Thofe  tickets  were 
not  intrinfieally  worth  10/.  each,, 


when  it  isconfidered  that  the  con*. 
tra<5tors  lay  out  their  money  in 
prompt  payment,  and  there  is  an 
interval  before  they  receive  it  back 
again.  Thus  there  is  7/.  added  on 
the  true  value  of  the  ticket.  The 
contractor  fold  it  again  to  the  li¬ 
censed  lottery-office  keepers  at  20/. 
19*.,  between  3/.  and  4 /.  more 
than  the  contractor  gave  for  it. 
The  licenfed  office-keeper  puts  a~ 
nother  profit  on  it,  which,  though 
finall  on  whole  tickets,  only  is.) 
yet  when  divided  again  into  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  (hares,  gives  1  /. 
more.  The  lower  clafs  having 
this  propenfity  to  gaming,  are, 
from  the  high  price  of  legal  (hares, 
(hut  out  from  the  fair  market,  and 
are  therefore  induced  to  refort  to 
the  unlawful  practice  of  infurance. 
The  lottery  fchemes  of  the  prefent 
day  contain  too  many  large  prizes, 
10,000/.  (hould  be  the  higheft 
prize;  and  there  (hould  be  no 
prizes  lefs  than  50/.,  or  40/.  at  the 
leaft,  for  the  legal  adventurer,  who 
now  pays  28/.  for  a  fixteenth,  in 
cafe  it  conies  up  a  21/.  prize,  gets 
only  2  6s.  of  his  money  back  again, 
and  in  cafe  it  comes  up  only  a  15/. 
prize,  he  gets  only  18/.  of  his 
money  back  again,  which  gives 
great  diffFatisfaClion  among  the  mid¬ 
dle  and  lower  orders,  particularly 
when  we  take  into  the  account  the 
vaft  number  of  blanks  compared  to 
the  prizes,  which  appear  to  be  in 
proportion  of  three  to  one. 

Mr.  Wood,thi  lottery  infpe&or, 
was  charged  in  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  with  receiving  bribes,  fome 
dated  to  be  dire&ly  received  as 
bribes,  and'  others  as  loans ;  and 
Mr.  Wood,  in  his  anfwer  upon 
oath,  contented  himfelf  with  fwear- 
mg,  that  he  verily  believed  that 
the  objeCf  of  that  application  to 
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€i  the  court  of  exchequer  againft 
S(  him  was  to  procure  an  affidavit 
(t  from  him,  upon  which  he  might, 

by  falfe  witnefies,  be  indicted 
“  for  perjury.’ * 

The  incidents  to  the  lottery  are, 
poftage  of  letters,  {lamps,  duties  on 
advertifements,  excife  duty  on  pa¬ 
per  and  candles,  &c.  reckoned  at  a 
profit  to  government  of  2/.  a  tic¬ 
ket. 

Every  lottery  falls  off  in  its  f ale. 

The  lower  clafs  of  people  buy 
nearly  two-thirds  of  what  is  fold. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  lower 
clafs?  —  Mechanics  and  fervants, 
and  inferior  tradefmen.  People 
from  workhoufes  buy  fharesof  tick¬ 
ets,  and  from  all  quarters. — Mr, 
Shewell, 

LEGAL  OPPRESSIONS. 

In  1787,  infurances  were  punifh- 
able  in  two  ways,  one  by  writ  of 
capias,  the  other  under  the  vagrant 
law.  This  power  given  to  every 
perfon  to  arreft  his  neighbour  for 
500/.  fet  all  the  qui  tam  attornies 
to  work,  and  caufed  hundreds  of 
perfons  to  be  fworn  into  prifon, 
upon  the  oaths  or  pretended  oaths 
of  people  that  could  not  afterwards 
be  found,  and  which  was  done  only 
to  extort  money.  Thefe  capiases 
were  fo  numerous,  that  they  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  fheriffs’  officers  in 
JLondon  and  Middlefex  to  execute 
them;  until  at  Jail,  in  1791,  the 
fheriff  complained,  as  I  was  told 
by  the  under-fheriff,  that  his  of¬ 
ficers  could  do  no  other  bufinefs, 
and  obtained  from  government,  in 
1793,  a  claufe  to  prevent  any  per¬ 
fon  fuing  for  penalties  by  capias, 
except  the  attorney-general.  Be¬ 
tween  that  time  and  1802,  confi- 
derably  more  than  icoo  perfons 
were  imprifoned  for  offences  againfl 
fhe  lottery  afts,  fome  at  the  fuit 


of  the  attorney-general,  and  others 
as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  at  an  im- 
menfe  expence  to  government  in 
hiring  informers,  conftables,  &c„ 
and  at  great  danger  to  the  perfon 
who  held  the  office  of  infpeftor, 
and  that  without  effefting  the  leaf! 
abatement  of  the  evil  of  infurance. 
In  1802,  Irifh  lotteries  were  abo* 
1  ifhed,  and  Englifh  lotteries  were 
new  modelled;  the  long  drawings 
were  reduced  from  forty-two  days 
to  eight  days ;  infurances  dropped 
in  the  fame  proportion,  and  the 
profits  to  government  increafed  to 
nearly  double  what  they  were  be¬ 
fore.  The  old  regulation  laws  re- 
fpefting  lotteries  became  of  courfe 
a  dead  letter,  and  were  repealed 
one  by  one  until  they  were  all  out 
of  force,  except  a  few  old  claufes 
which  were  neceffary,  and  were 
continued  in  the  new  afts;  and  it 
was  the  defire  of  the  then  lord 
mayor  and  other  city  magiftrates 
that  the  whole  might  be  put  info 
one  aft,  and  thus  all  the  claufes 
for  creating  and  regulating  the  lot¬ 
teries  for  each  year  appear  in  the 
aft  for  that  year.  In  1806,  every 
perfon  might  fell  lottery  tickets 
or  {hares  or  particular  chances 
without  a  licence;  which  plan  of 
allowing  every  perfon  to  deal, 
fpreads  the  market  all  over  the 
kingdom,  and  occalions  the  high 
price  of  tickets;  but  no.  perfon 
could  make  lhares,  or  fuch  chances 
as  the  aft  permits,  without  a  li¬ 
cence,  and  giving  a  bond  of  1000/ ’, 
to  the  damp-office. — Mr,  Wood, 

By  the  power  given  by  this  aft, 
the  common  informer  was  autho¬ 
rized  to  ifliie  procefs  at  his  own 
difcretion  againft  any  perfons  he 
might  think  proper,  fpecifying 
therein  the  amount  of  the  penalties 
filed  for^  whereof  an  affidavit  {liould 
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be  firlt  made  and  filed,  and  to  ar- 
reft  them  for  the  fame  ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  the  procefs  of  the 
court,  in  the  hands  of  the  common 
informer,  afiifted  by  profcffional 
men  who  employed  themfeives  in 
thefe  kind  of  proceedings,  became 
a  nuifance  of  the  moft  ferious  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  complaints  were  made  of 
the  abufe  of  their  procefs  from  all 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  among!! 
others  from  the  fheriffs  of  London 
and  M  ddlefex,  who  reprefen  ted 
that  thefe  actions  were  fo  frequent, 
and  the  refponfibility  of  themfeives 
and  their  officers  fo  great,  that  un- 
lefs  a  (top  was  put  to  it,  no  perfon 
would  be  found  to  execute  the  office 
of  under-fheriff,  without  the  rifk  of 
being  totally  ruined. — Mr.  EJi- 
court . 

As  we  recoiled!,  the  penalties  of 
illegal  infurance  fometimes  amount¬ 
ed  to  500/.  before  that  ftatute  ;  it 
was  the  cuftom  for  common  in¬ 
formers  to  fue  out  writs  ©f  capias 
againft  the  fame  perfon  for  feveral 
penalties,  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  procuring  bail  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney, 
the  price  of  which  confent  varied 
according  to  the  fuppofed  ability  of 
the  defendant  ;  it  was  enormous  ; 
from  20/.  to  50 /.  according  to  cir- 
cumftances;  on  payment  of  which, 
the  party  was  liberated,  and  no 
further  proceeding  took  place. — 
Thefe  arrefts  were  ufually  on  a  Sa¬ 
turday  evening,  in  order  to  keep 
the  party  in  cuftody  on  Sunday, 
as  the  moft  favourable  for  the  pro- 
fecutor  to  make  his  terms  of  corn- 
pro  mi  fe  ;  and  there  was  too  much 
reafon  to  believe  that  fome  of  the 
IherifPs  officers  were  in  collufion 
with  the  common  informer  or  his 
attorney  - —  Meffn.  Birchell  and 
$ayer3  Under -Sher'ffs . 


An  attorney  of  the  name  of 
Sandbich,  another  of  the  name  of 
Crofley,  and  one  of  the  name  of 
Clement,  were  in  the  habit  of  fil¬ 
ing  a  great  deal  under  this  aft  of 
parliament  ;  and  made  nofcruple  of 
facrificing  the  intereft  of  the  King 
to  the  intereft  of  their  client  ;  for 
inftance,  they  took  10 /.  or  20/. 
in  an  adt ion  brought  for  500/.,  by 
which  the  King  only  got  10/.  and 
the  plaintiff  10/.,  but  the  attorney 
received  a  grofs  fum  for  his  cofts, 
not  only  that  his  bill  was  never 
taxed,  but  that  no  bill  at  all  was 
frequently  made  out,  but  a  grofs 
fum  pitched  upon  for  cofts,  infi¬ 
nitely  beyond  what  he  ought  to 
have  had,  had  his  bill  been  taxed. 

Mr.  Wood  being  jealous  of  the 
right  which  the  public  at  large 
poffeffed  of  profecuting  offenders 
of  this  fort,  wilhed  to  diveft  the 
public  of  that  right,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  in  its  Head  a  clofe  fyftem,  by 
which  the  right  of  profecuting 
Ihould  be  confined  to  himfelf,  and 
to  the  commiffioners  of  ftamps,  and 
to  his  Majefty’s  attorney-general; 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  that  clofe 
fyftem  enabled  Mr.  Wood  to  make 
it,  when  he  chofe,  a  fyftem  of  fa- 
vouritifm  and  protection  ;  info- 
much,  that  Mr.  Wood  was  regu¬ 
larly  penfioned  by  perfons  engaged 
in  lottery  fpeculations,  both  of  a 
legal  and  an  illegal  nature  ;  yet, 
though  he  had  received  great  boun¬ 
ty  at  their  hands,  there  was  great 
ingratitude  about  him,  for  that,  in 
fpite  of  all  that,  he  was  now  and 
then  endeavouring  to  cramp  their 
proceedings. 

The  licenfed  office-keepers  who 
are  engaged  in  this  fort  of  traffic, 
it  is  faid,  fend  a  lift,  or  in  fome 
other  way  communicate  to  Mr. 
Wood  the  names  and  places  of 
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abode  of  thofe  Morocco  *  men,  in 
order  that  he  may  know  that  thofe 
perfons  fo  contained  in  that  lift  are 
their  fubordinate  agents,  and  muft 
not  be  meddled  with  ;  fo  that  Mr. 
Wood  knows  exactly  what  propor¬ 
tion  of  perfons  belong  to  A.  a  li- 
cenfed  lottery  office  keeper,  and  to 
JB.  a  licenfed  lottery-office  keeper, 
and  fo  forth.  About  fix  \  ears  ago, 
Mr.  Wood  was  feized  with  a  bid¬ 
den  fit  of  fe verity,  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  one  term,  he  caufed  robe 
arrefted  by  writs  of  capias  perhaps 
from  300  to  400  perfons ;  which, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  few, 
perhaps  about  twelve,  were  perfons 
of  the  very  loweft  clafs  of  liie, 
many  of  them  married  women, 
and  many  of  them  wafner -women, 
char- women,  and  perfons  of  that 
deicription;  fo  that  government 
neceflarily  had  to  pay  to  the  foli- 
citor  of  {lamps  heavy  colls,  for 
having  inftituted  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  unproductive  fuits,  and  the 
treafury  was  greatly  difpleafed. 
The  poor  were  put  into  prifon,  and 
after  remaining  there,  1‘ome  a 
month,  fome  two  months,  and  fome 
three  months,  and  fo  on,  Mr. 
Wood,  either  by  himfelf,  or  by 
his  brother,  or  father,  or  fome  re¬ 
lation,  told  them  they  had  better 
petition  the  comrniflioners  of 
{lamps,  ftating  their  indigence  ; 
and  when  the  commiffioners  came 
to  know  what  fort  of  wretched  be¬ 
ings  they  had  in  prifon,  their  hu¬ 
manity  urged  them  to  fet  them  at  li¬ 
berty  by  degrees. — But  in  fome  in- 
llances,  Mr.  Wood  made  miftakes, 
and  arrefted  fome  of  the  fubordinate 
agents  of  the  lottery-office  keepers, 
fuppofed  to  be  on  terms  of  friend- 


{hip ;  and  when  it  was  intimated 
to  Mr.  Wood  that  he  had  done 
wrong,  by  the  licenced  office^, 
keepers,  the  defendant  has  been  il¬ 
legally  put  out  of  the  lock-up* 
houfe,  and  fent  about  his  bufinefs, 
without  the  iheriff  being  ever 
called  upon  to  make  any  return  to 
the  writ,  without  any  further  pro* 
ceedings  being  had  upon  it>  and 
without  its  ever  having  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  folicitor  of 
{lamps,  or  of  the  commiffioners,  or 
of  his  Majefty's  attorney-general, 
that  fttch  defendants  had  at  ail  been 
arrefted  ;  and  that  upon  fuch  occa- 
lions,  the  officer  has  been  rendered 
fecure  by  Mr.  Wood's  promife, 
that  he  would  take  care  that  he 
(the  officer)  ihould  never  be  called 
upon  for  the  return  of  the  writ.— - 
Mr.  Beilis,  heretofore  AJffant  to  a 
Police  Magijlraie. 

MISERIES  PRODUCED  BY  LOT¬ 
TERIES. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  mifery 
which  this  fatal  delufion,  ftirrm- 
lated  by  the  artful  devices  of  thofe 
who  are  concerned  in  the  lotteries, 
has  produced,  and  muft  continue  to 
produce,  until  a  radical  change 
Ihould  be  effeded,  fince,  were  it 
poffible  to  obtain  a  hiftory  of  all 
the  lamentable  cafes  which  have 
occurred,  it  would  fill  volumes  to 
recount  them. 

No  revenue  has  been  obtained  to 
the  ftate  at  half  the  expenfe,  in 
point  of  pecuniary  facrifice  to  the 
public,  independent  of  the  exceffive 
injury  to  the  morals  of  the  people, 
as  lotteries  in  the  manner  they  are 
now  conftituted.  They  have  been 
a  produ&ive  harvell  to  the  mod 


*  Morocco  men  are  fo  failed  from  carrying  a  morocco  pocket-book  with  them,  for 
the  purpofe  of  injuring. 


idle, 
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idle,  the  moft  profligate,  and  the 
mod  abandoned  and  depraved  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community,  many  of 
whom  have,  through  this  medium, 
acquired  princely  fortunes  within 
the  lafl  thirty  years.  Thefe  fuc- 
ceffies  have  flimulated  others  to  fol¬ 
low  the  evil  example  :  great  capi¬ 
tals  have  been  employed  in  the 
trade  of  illegal  infurances,  and  long 
pradice  has  enabled  thefe  mif- 
chievous  agents  to  fyftematize 
their  defigns  in  fo  perfect  a  manner 
as  to  elude  detection.  Their  pro¬ 
fits  on  the  money  received  during 
each  lottery  are  eftimated  at  33} 
per  cent*  clear  of  all  expences. 
From  7f  to  10  per  cent,  is  gene¬ 
rally  allowed  to  Morocco  men, who 
go  about  for  the  purpofe  of  folicit- 
ing  perfons  to  infure.  A  very  con- 
fiderable  proportion  of  women  who 
can  write,  and  know  a  little  of 
figures,  are  employed  in  this  nefa¬ 
rious  trade,  and  when  any  of 
them  are  convided  and  imprifoned, 
there  is  generally  a  flipulation 
with  their  principal  that  they  fhall 
be  allowed  two  guineas  a  week 
during  the  term  of  their  impri- 
fonment.  It  is  not  eafy  to  efti- 
mate  the  annual  expence  which 
lotteries  coft  the  public,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  flatement,  however,  is  ha¬ 
zarded  ; 

£* 

Suppofe  three  annual 
lotteries  each  of 

25,000  tickets,  the 
public  receives  -  600,000 

Contrador’s  profit  at 

£1  per  ticket  -  75,000 

Lotte?  y- office  keep¬ 
er’s  profit  -  -  100,000 

Jnfurerbs  profit  33 1  per 

pent,  on£  1,000,000  333,000 

Total  -  ,£1,108,000 


The  public  are  fuppof- 
ed  to  pay  for  75,000 
tickets,  including 
the  additional  ad¬ 
vance  on  halves, 
quarters,  eighths 
and  fifteenths,  <£  1  7 
a  ticket  -  -  1,275,000 

The  lower  clafs  who 
infure  are  fuppofed 
to  pay  -  -  1,000,000 

»  m  ■■■"*.■■  1  *) 

£2,275,000 

Dedud  prizes75o,ooo 
Dedud  hits 
obtained  by 
inferior  claf- 
fes  who  in¬ 
fure  2  5  per 
cent  -  250,000 

■ - —  1,000,000 

Lofs  to  the  public,  -v 
to  gain  £600,000  >£1,275,000 
to  the  ftate,  yearly  ^ 


Patrick  Colquhoun ,  E/q.  Magijirate , 

I  remember  one  very  flrong  in- 
fiance  of  diflrefs  arifing  out  of  the 
tranfadions  in  the  lottery,  four  or 
five  years  ago.  It  was  the  cafe  of 
a  journeyman  who  belonged  to  a 
club,  which  club  purchafed  a  ticket 
that  came  up  a  great  prize.  The 
fhare  of  this  man  was  iool,  or 
thereabouts ;  he  had  been  an  induf- 
trious  working  man  before,  and 
he  was  perfuaded  by  his  friends  to 
invefl  the  money  in  the  ftocks,  in 
the  joint  names  of  himfelf  and  his 
wife,  in  order  to  prevent  his  mak¬ 
ing  away  with  it.  He  did  fo,  but 
he  foon  got  into  habits  of  idlenefs 
now  he  was  pofTeffed  of  the  money, 
and  he  wanted  his  wife  to  join  in 
the  transfer  of  it.  That  occafion- 
ed  quarrels,  which  preceded  to  af- 
faults  ;  he  changed  his  habits  of 
induflry  to  thole  of  drunkennefs 

and 
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and  idlenefs,  and  deftroyed  all  his 
dom^ftic  comforts.  It  was  the  ruin 
of  the  family. 

The  perfons  infuring  are  prin¬ 
cipally  women  of  a  low  defcrip- 
tion,  about  nine  women  to  one 
man  always.  One  great  evil  is 
the  difputes  which  it  occafions  be¬ 
tween  the  women  and  their  huf- 
bands.  The  women  infure  with¬ 
out  the  knowledge  of  their  huf- 
bands,  and  then  pawn  their  cloaths. 

In  another  cafe,  a  man  infured 
feven  (hillings,  to  receive  20  gui¬ 
neas  if  a  certain  number  was  drawn 
on  a  particular  day.  a  prize  of 
above  1 5 1. ;  the  number  I  believe 
was  1,070,  but  that  number  will 
do  for  the  purpofe  of  explanation. 
It  happened  that  the  number  came 
up  a  prize  of  above  1 5I.,  and  when 
the  man  claimed  his  money  the 
next  day  the  infurer  ikewed  him  a 
book  where  it  was  not  1,070,  but 
1 1,070,  fo  he  had  prefixed  a  1  in 
the  book  to  alter  the  number. 

The  diftrefs  occafioned  by  dealing 
in  the  lottery  among  the  lower 
order  of'houfekeepers  prevents  their 
being  able  to  pay  their  taxes. — 
Robert  Raker ,  E/f.  Magiftrate . 

I  have  been  frequently  applied  to 
aid,  having  a  benevolent  fociety  at 
my  chapel,  and  I  have  in  general 
examined  the  cafes  my felf ;  fre¬ 
quently  I  have  had  the  perfons  with 
me,  and  fometimes  I  went  to  them 
to  afk  the  fource  of  their  diftrefs. 
It  often  happened  that  their  diftrefs 
arofe  from  the  mifeonduCt  of  the 
hufband,  and  fometimes  from  the 
mifeonduft  of  the  wives,  in  their 
going  to  infure  in  the  lottery,  in 
St.  Giles’s  parifti,  feme  Where  near 
Seven  Dials,  with  the  perfons  who 
had  the  habit  of  collecting  in  pub- 
lic-houfes,  where  thofe  called  col¬ 
lectors  of  infurance  ufed  to  come. 


After  they  had  drank  a  little  at 
thofe  places,  they  were  more  in¬ 
clined  to  embark,  until  all  the 
money  about  them  was  expended 
in  that  way  ;  and  feveral  inftances 
have  come  within  my  knowledge  of 
their  returning  home,  and  felling 
their  property  to  raife  more  money, 
when  the  children  perhaps  have 
been  ftarving,  at  leaft  wanting  the 
common  neceifaries  of  life, 

I  was  glad  the  drawing  was  cur¬ 
tailed,  which  faved  a  great  deal  of 
mifehief. 

When  the  lottery  was  fo  long  in 
drawing,  the  premium  was,  during 
the  firft  days,  fo  low,  that  many 
were  tempted  to  try  their  chance, 
and  they  were  led  to  the  whole 
feries  of  the  forty-two  days. 

I  knew  a  widow,  in  a  good 
line  of  buftnefs  as  a  filk  dyer,  which 
I  fuppofe  brought  her  in  about 
400k  a-year  clear.  She  kept  a 
very  good  houfe,  and  I  was  in 
habits  of  intimacy  with  the  family. 
The  foreman  {he  had  was  in  the 
habit  of  infuring,  he  was  led 
aft  ray,  and  they  infured  to  the 
amount  of  300I.  or  400I.  a-night, 
although  the  foreman  had  only 
30I.  a-year  wages.  It  appeared, 
on  his  deceafe,  he  had  infured  inl¬ 
ine  nfe  fums  of  money.  Within 
the  laft  year  of  his  life,  I  found 
that  he  had  fpent  upwards  of  100 
guineas  in  the  lottery,  purchafing 
one  ticket  at  16I.,  and  infuring 
away  the  reft.  It  came  up  blank 
at  laft,  and  I  verily  believe  it  was 
the  death  of  him.  He  died  infol- 
vent ;  I  adled  as  his  executor,  and 
paid  three  or  tour  {hillings  in  the 
pound  for  him.  He  had  received 
a  great  many  bills  for  his  mill  refs, 
which  he  had  never  crofted  out, 
and  he  ruined  her.  She  was  not 
able  to  pay  three  {hillings  in  the 
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pound.  She  was  obliged  to  go 
into  an  alms-houfe,  and  fhe  died 
there  in  four  or  five  months.  They 
would  lend  all  the  plate  fhe  had  ro 
raife  money  to  carry  on  an  infur- 
ance,  which  had  begun  perhaps  at 
a  low  price. 

A  gentleman  who  drew  him  into 
the  fnare,  was  ruined  by  it.  His 
wife  had  400I.  a-year,  and  it  was 
fettled  upon  her.  He  fold  his  life- 
intereft,  and  fhe  was  obliged  to 
live  upon  charity  during  the  laft 
feven  or  eight  years;  he  died  with¬ 
in  the  rules  of  the  Fleet-prifon. 
He  formerly  kept  his  carriage, 
and  lived  in  Queen- fquare.  It 
was  like  intoxication  with  him. 
If  a  man  gets  into  the  habit  of  it, 
he  does  not  leave  it. 

I  know  of  another  very  remark¬ 
able  cafe.  The  man  was  a  coach¬ 
man.  The  family  confifted  of  the 
man,  his  wife,  and  an  orphan  child 
they  took  care  of.  This  was  two 
years  and  a  half  ago.  They  re- 
folved,  as  foon  as  they  bought  fome 
tickets,  to  infure  them,  which 
they  underftood  was  legal;  they 
infured,  and  kept  on  infuring  dur¬ 
ing  the  eight  days  ^the  lottery  was 
eight  days  drawing),  and  on  the 
eighth  day  they  got  all  their  money 
back  by  infuring.  'i  hey  took  care 
to  cover  the  premium  of  the  day 
before  on  the  fucceeding  day.  They 
got  each  of  them  1  - 1 6th  of  a 
2D,oool.  prize,  the  coachman,  his 
wife,  and  the.  child.  From  that 
period  the  man  became  a  noted 
gambler  in  the  lottery.  He  did  not 
know  what  to  do  with  the  money, 
and  he  was  going  to  fpend  it  all 
that  way  ;  on  which  fhe  intreated 
that  he  would  buy  into  the  flocks  ; 
and  after  200I.  was  gone  he  bought 
into  the  flocks,  and  foon  after¬ 
wards  lie  went  out  of  his  mind. 


and  he  was  always  raving  about 
the  lottery.  He  has  fince  ■  reco¬ 
vered  his  fenfes,  and  he  comes  to 
my  chapel.  The  wife  fretted  her- 
felf  to  death  ;  the  laft  ftage  of  her 
illnefs  was  the  dropfy.  1  attend¬ 
ed  her  in  her  laft  moments. 

To  one  woman  I  gave  five  (hil¬ 
lings  to  buy  bread  with,  for  her- 
felf  and  her  children.  I  gave  it 
as  treafurer  to  a  benevolent  fociety. 
Her  hufband  took  it  away,  and 
went  to  one  of  thofe  collectors  of 
infuranccs  and  laid  it  out,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  go  to  the  overfeer 
of  the  poor  to  get  relief  that 
night,  othervvife  they  would  have 
been  ftarved.  There  is  another 
inftance  of  a  young  woman  now  at 
Botany-bay.  She  had  infured 
three  numbers  which  fire  had  dreamt 
about,  and  fhe  procured  money  by 
improper  means  which  led  her  to 
her  fate.  1  knew  her  before  fhe 
lived  with  the  perfon  whom  fhe 
robbed.— IV.  Gurney ,  Re  dor 
of  St.  Clement’s  Danes ,  and  Minijler 
to  the  Free  Chapel  in  Wefl-flreety  St. 
Giles's. 

With  refpeCl  to  the  evil  of  in- 
fu  ranee,  there  is  no  calculating  the 
mifery  that  it  entails  upon  the 
people ;  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Lear,  a  baker  at  Walworth,  two 
years  ago  had  loft  every  thing  he 
had  by  infuring,  and  at  that  time 
he  had  a  bill  of  15L  out,  which  he 
relied  upon  paying,  by  getting  what 
is  called  “  a  hit”  in  the  lottery ;  he 
got  nothing,  and  hung  himfelf  di- 
reCliy.  The  bill  purported  to  be 
figned  by  fomebody  elfe.  Another 
unhappy  man,  who  kept  the  White- 
Conduit  Houfe  at  Pentonville,  a 
man  of  great  property,  poffeffing 
the  land  all  about  his  houfe,  he 
loft  every  fhilling  he  had,  and  with¬ 
in  thefe  two  ysars,  I  think,  came 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  *2 35 


to  the  workhoufe ;  about  two  years 
finee,  I  faw  him  in  a  wretched 
condition,  with  fcarcely  any 
clothes  to  his  back.  He  was  guilty 
of  no  other  vice  or  extravagance 
that  I  ever  heard  of.  A  poor  wo¬ 
man,  who  lived  in  one  of  the 
handfome  ftreets  leading  down  to 
the  Thames,  and  kept  a  ho ufe 
handfomely  furnifhed,  that  fhe 
ufed  to  let  oat  in  lodgings,  loft  to 
the  laft  {hilling,  and  is  now  in  an 
alms-houfe.  This  circumftance 
has  happened  within  two  or  three 
years,  or  lefs.  But  the  general  evil 
is  to  the  very  poor  working  peo¬ 
ple  ;  among  >vhom  women  fome- 
times  pawn  their  hufbands'  clothes, 
fo  that  they  have  not  had  a  thing  to 
put  on  on  Sunday  when  they  came 
home.  A  woman,  whom  I  at¬ 
tended  at  Hatton-garden,  before 
Mr.  Baker  and  the  magiftrates 
there  the  other  day,  faid  fhe  had 
fix  children,  and  that  her  hufband 
would  murder  her  when  (he  got 
home,  becaufe  (he  had  been  infur- 
ing  in  the  lottery. — Mr.  Robert 
Holloway. 

Infurances  now  go  on,  and  to  a 
very  great  extent  \  but  finee  the 
offices  have  been  put  a  ftop  to,  it  is 
more  private,  and  in  its  confe- 
quence  more  deftru&ive,  becaufe  a 
woman,  when  fhe  begins  to  infure, 
is  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  it 
a  fecret.  She  feels  it  is  a  crime  ; 
fhe  is  therefore  obliged  to  go  ftep 
by  ftep,  and,  as  fhe  proceeds,  fhe 
will  be  tempted  to  purloin  what 
fhe  can.  If  fhe  is  a  fervant,  fhe 
takes  what  fhe  can  out  of  the  houfe. 
They  have  been  known  to  go  to 
diftant  places,  where  they  could 
pawn  property  of  the  family,  and 
then  tear  ihe  duplicate,  that  it  may 
not  be  difeovered.  Inftances  have 
occurred  in  Spitabfields,  of  infur¬ 


ances  lately  to  fuch  an  extent,  that 
women,  after  pillaging  all  the  fur¬ 
niture  they  had  that  the  pawn¬ 
brokers  would  take,  even,  when  fo 
reduced,  they  will  club  a  penny  a- 
piece,  to  raife  the  fum  of  a  fhiliing, 
to  infure  a  number  for  a  day. 

I  knew  an  inftance  about  three 
years  and  a  half  ago  :  a  man  by 
his  induftry  had  faved  enough  to 
purchafe  half  a  hundred  in  the  con- 
fols,  and  he  went  to  the  particular 
drawer  where  he  kept  it,  and  to 
his  furprife  it  was  gone.  Looking 
further,  his  linen  was  gone:  and 
when  he  queftioned  his  wife  about 
it,  fhe  was  obliged  to  confefis  that 
fhe  had  loft  a  great  part  of  it  in  the 
lottery.  The  money  being  gone, 
he  went  away,  and  fhe  was  turned 
off  from  her  work.  If  we  find 
our  work-people  are  dabbling  in 
the  lottery,  in  fhares  and  infur¬ 
ances,.  we  know  the  temptation  is 
fo  great,  that  we  do  not  continue 
them  ;  for,  let  us  be  as  careful  as 
poffible,  they  can  rob  us  of  2 s.  to 
4s.  per  day,  and  if  we  know  they 
are  guilty,  we  turn  them  out  of 
employ  direftly. 

The  butchers,  the  bakers,  and 
other  tradefmen  dealing  in  the  ne~ 
ceffaries  of  life,  who  depend  for 
their  fubfiftence  on  the  money 
which  is  laid  out  by  the  labouring 
poor,  this  order  of  perfons  take  lefs 
money  every  week  during  the  time 
that  the  lottery  is  drawing  inclu¬ 
ding  one  week  before  it  begins, 
and  two  or  three  weeks  after¬ 
wards  ;  and  even  the  publicans 
find  this. 

Do  you  believe  that  there  is 
fuch  a  propenfity  to  gambling 
among  the  lower  clafies  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  with  which 
you  are  acquainted,  as  to  Lad  you 
to  fuppofe,  that  if  the  lottery  were 

entirely 
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entirely  done  away  they  would 
have  recourfe  to  fome  other  mode 
of  gaming  ?— -By  no  means*  The 
labouring  poor  will  go  to  a  public- 
houfe,  where  they  may  have  a  game 
at  bowls,  and  play  for  a  halfpenny 
or  a  penny  a  game  ;  but  they  do 
not  lofe  6d.  a  night.  But  the  in- 
furance  has  been  much  more  de- 
ftrudtive  among  the  women.  They 
hare  opportunities  of  doing  it  pri¬ 
vately,  fo  that  their  hufbands  can 
get  no  knowledge  of  it ;  and  when 
they  are  embarked,  their  poverty 
will  be  difcovered ;  and  they  are 
tempted  to  go  further  to  bring 
back  what  they  have  loft. 

There  is  no  circumftance  which 
conduces  fo  much  as  the  lottery  to 
make  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  bad  wives,  bad  hufbands,  bad 
children,  and  bad  fervants.  I 
know  no  one  thing  which  has  been 
produftive  of  fo  many  evils,  and 
of  fo  much  fuicide  as  the  lottery. 

A  brother  of  a  perfon  in  Wap- 
ping  is  clerk  to  a  merchant  in  Lon- 
don-wall,  and  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  collecting  debts  for  his 
maker.  This  man  chofe  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  lottery  ;  and 
after  {pending  all  he  had,  he  was 
tempted  to  take  part  of  the  money 
with  which  he  was  entrufted.  This 
was  in  the  lall:  lottery  ;  his  maker 
found  it  out,  and  on  looking  over 
his  accounts,  they  were  minus 
150I.,  and  the  man  was  fent  to  the 
Poultry  Compter.  The  perfon  in 
Wapping,  and  an  elder  brother  and 
filler  were  obliged  to  pay  fifty 
pounds  each,  to  prevent  his  fuffer- 
ing  as  for  a  capital  offence. 

I  have  converfed  with  feveral 
perfons  who  have  had  to  do  with 
parochial  concerns,  and  they  all 
agree  in  the  beggary  produced  from 


this  caufe.  I  have  thought  4 
great  deal  of  it  ;  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that,  independently  of  the 
depravity  and  guilt  it  occafions, 
there  is  more  loft  than  gained  by 
the  lottery  to  government. 

When  I  confider  the  number  of 
poor  parents  and  their  children 
which  are  a  clog  upon  us,  the  fa¬ 
milies  which  are  ruined,  fome  ex¬ 
po  fed  ro  beggary,  others  to  the 
workhoufe,  and  the  numerous  evils 
and  Ioffes  I  have  fpoke  of  from  the 
lottery,  I  cannot  avoid  drawing 
the  conclusion. 

The  women  of  the  town  are 
great  infiirers  in  the  lottery,  and 
their  mifery  is  much  aggravated  by 
it.  We  frequently  have  females 
come  to  us,  when  the  head  of  the 
family  has  lived  in  comfort  and 
reputation,  and  all  of  a  fudden 
they  are  in  ruin,  the  hufband  gone, 
the  children  in  rags.  If  you  afk 
the  reafon,  they  can  affign  no  rea- 
fon.  We  have  now  and  then  had 
an  inftance  of  a  man  who  would 
candidly  own  that  his  wife  had 
infured,  that  {he  had  pawned  every 
thing ;  but  that  is  what  they 
will  not  often  do.  If  you 
come  to  confider  the  number  of 
paupers,  and  the  great  Ioffes  of 
tradefmen,  of  butchers,  bakers, 
and  others,  the  lofs  is  on  the 
whole  very  confiderable.  They 
look  upon  the  lottery  as  one  of 
the  greateft  calamities,  and  they 
would  think  it  one  of  the  greateft 
bleffmgs  to  get  rid  of  it.  There  is 
not  a  place  where  1  have  inquired 
in  which  I  have  not  heard  of  one, 
two,  or  three  inftances  of  the  mi¬ 
fery  refulting  from  infurance.  I 
heard  only  laft  night,  from  a  baker, 
of  an  example  of  the  kind  :  a  gen¬ 
tleman  was  a  refpe stable  clerk  in  a 
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boufe  of  trade,  his  wife  has  gone 
and  infured,  and  (he  is  between 
50I.  and  60I.  in  debt. — Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hale ,  Treafurer  to  the  Poor*s 
Rates,  Spitalfields . 

I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  obliged  to 
mention  the  names ;  I  have  known 
the  plate  of  the  family  come  into 
my  hands,  and  they  could  not 
renew  the  payments  ;  and  I  have 
been  informed,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  lofe  all. 

It  is  a  lady  ;  (he  was  fo  infatu¬ 
ated  that  (he  would  perfevere, 
faying  (he  hoped  to  get  her 
own  back,  and  it  has  unfortunately 
been  the  reverfe.  I  recoiled  fome 
few  years  back,  (five  years  ago) 
a  perfon,  whofe  wife  had  made 
away  withalmoft  every  thing.  He 
was  colledor  of  the  various  taxes 
in  Clement’s  Inn,  and  from  the 
diftrefs  he  was  driven  to  by  the 
mifcondud  of  his  wife,  he  threw 
himfelf  into  the  New  River. 

Do  you  apprehend  that  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Goes  are  regulated  by  the  lot¬ 
tery  chances,  and  that  they  are 
only  employed  during  the  lottery  ? 
—I  believe  not,  but  the  officers  in 
Bow-ftreet  know. 

During  the  time  of  the  drawing 
of  the  lotteries,  do  you  find  your 
bufinefs  increafe  ? — Always. 

Is  it  a  bufinefs  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  that  it  does  not  increafe  at 
other  periods  ? — Pretty  near  the 
regular  quarter-days  we  have  an 
increafe,  after  that  we  have  an 
influx  of  money. 

Are  the  pledges  made  during  the 
period  of  the  drawing  of  the  Lot¬ 
tery  of  a  defcription  different  from 
thofe  of  other  periods  ?— We  get 
fuch  goods  then  as  we  do  not  fee 
all  the  year  round. 

What  fort  of  goods  ? — Superior 
£Oods,  as  coming  from  better  fa¬ 


milies  ;  and  I  do  think  the  Lot¬ 
tery  has  been  the  occafion  of  it. 

We  have  a  perfon  infane  in  our 
mad-houfe,  from  the  exceffes  (he 
had  gone  to  in  the  Lottery  ;  (he 
had  made  away  with  all  that  could 
be  moved.  The  hufband  forgave 
her,  and  on  account  of  this  for- 
givenefs,  a  lenity  (he  did  not  ex¬ 
pect,  (he  became  infane. — Mr. 
He  dor  Ejfex,  Pawnbroker,  in  the 
Strand. 

When  I  have  put  the  queftion  to 
malefactors,  “  What  firft  drove 
you  to  crime  ?”  the  anfwer  has 
been,  “It  was  the  poverty  from 
buying  and  infuring  in  the  Lot. 
tery .” — Rev.  Brownlow  Ford,  Or- 
din  ary  of  Newgate. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  INSURANCE. 

It  appears  to  me  almolt  impof. 
fible  entirely  to  fupprefs  the  illegal 
infurance  by  any  laws  which  can 
be  framed  for  that  purpofe,  fo  long 
as  Lotteries  exift  ;  and  I  cannot 
fugged  any  additional  regulations 
or  punifhments  in  addition  to  thofe 
contained  in  the  A6t  of  the  47 
Geo.  III.  which  are  likely  to  pro. 
duce  a  better  effect  ;  and  I  am  fa- 
tisfied  that  nothing  will  fo  effec¬ 
tually  tend  to  keep  it  in  fubje&ion 
as  the  drawing  the  Lottery  In  a 
(hort  period  of  time.— Edm.  EJl~ 
court ,  Solicitor  to  Stamp-Office. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PRICES  OF 
TICKETS,  WITHIN  THE  RE¬ 
SPECTIVE  PERIODS,  &C. 


Y  ear. 

Tickets. 

Price. 

Profit. 

s.  d. 

1802 

100,000 

80,000 

*4 

11  0: 

555,000 

1803 

*3 

3  l  r 

3.JM-3J 

1804 

—  1 

25,000 

14 

15  6 

tt9»373 

— -  2 

25,000 

*5 

16  0 

145,000 

—  1 

30,000 

*5 

1 3  6 

170,250 

o£434>625 

1805 


4 
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Year. 

Tickets. 

Price. 

Profit. 

1S05 

£.  s,  d. 

178,437 

—  I 

25,000 

1729 

•—  2 

25,000 

1830 

203,75® 

~  3 

25,000 

17  18  9 

198,437 

X 5^0,624 


5806 

— 

I 

20,000 

16 

12 

O 

132,000 

— 

2 

2  5,000 

16 

14 

3 

167,8 12 

— . 

3 

25,000 

16 

10 

0 

162,500 

4 

20,000 

16 

*9 

0 

139,000 

*£601,312 

1S07 

— 

i 

20,000 

17 

13 

6 

1535000 

— 

2 

25,000- 

17 

4 

0 

180,000 

3 

2.5,000- 

16 

TO 

6 

163,125 

c£496>i25 

Third  Report  from  the  Committee ,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  and  confider 
what  Regulations  and  Checks  have 
been  efablijhed,  in  order  to  con  trout 
the  fever al  Branches  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Expenditure  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  how 
far  the  fame  have  been  ejfedual » 
and  what  further  Meafures  can 
he  adopted  for  reducing  any  part 
of  the  f aid  Expenditure,  or  dimi- 
nijhing  the  Amount  of  Salaries  and 
Emoluments ,  without  detriment  to 
the  Public  Service . — Ordered  to 
he  printed  29 th  June,  1808. 

The  houfe  having,  by  an  in- 
ftrudion  of  the  7th  of  July  1807, 
direded  the  attention  of  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  all  penftons,  ftnecures, 
and  reverfionary  grants  paid  out 
of  the  public  revenue,  or  out  of 
any  funds  applicable  to  the  public 
fervice  ;  it  has  been  judged  pro¬ 
per  to  lay  feparately  before  the 
houfe,  the  refult  of  their  enquiries 


upon  fubjeds  of  fuch  importance, 
— Allowances  paid  out  of  public 
money  to  perfons  not  aduaily  per¬ 
forming  fervice,  have  at  various 
times  at  traded  the  notice  of  parlia¬ 
ment.-— Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
American  war,  when  the  burden  of 
expenfe  prefled  with  extraordina¬ 
ry  weight  upon  the  refources  of 
the  coun.  ry,  and  when  application 
was  made  to  parliament  todifcharge 
the  debts  of  the  civil  lift,  a  more 
vigorous  and  decided  ftep  was 
taken  than  had  charaderized  any 
former  interpofition  of  parliament ; 
and  in  the  attempt  to  “  regulate  the 
civil  lift,  and  to  prevent  the  fame 
from  being  in  arrear  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  ”  by  22  Geo.  3.  c  82.  this 
growing  branch  of  expenditure  was 
not  overlooked.— It  was  endea¬ 
voured  to  obviate  the  excefs  of  fuch 
grants  by  limiting  their  amount, 
and  their  abufe,  by  giving  publici¬ 
ty  to  them  :  it  was  accordingly  en- 
aded,  u  i  hat  no  penfton,  exceed¬ 
ing  the  fum  of  300/.  a  year,  fhould 
be  granted  for  the  ufe  of  any  one 
perfon,  and  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  penftons  granted  in  any 
one  year  fhould  not  exceed  600/. ; 
a  lift  of  which,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  perfons  to  whom  the 
fame  were  granted,  fhould  be 
laid  before  parliament  in  twenty 
days  after  the  beginning  of  each 
feflion,  until  the  whole  penfton - 
lift  fhould  be  reduced  to  90,000/. 
which  fum  it  fnould  not  be  lawful 
to  exceed  by  more  than  5000/.  in 
the  whole  of  all  the  grants ;  nor 
fhould  any  penfton  to  be  granted 
after  the  faid  redudion,  to  or  for 
the  ufe  of  any  one  perfon,  ex¬ 
ceed  the  fum  of  1,200/.  yearly, 
except  to  his  majefty’s  royal  fa- , 
mily,.  or  on  an  addrefs  of  either 
houfe  of  parliament.’ ’ — The  effi¬ 
ciency 
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ciency  of  this  meafure  did  not  en¬ 
tirely  correfpond  with  the  expec¬ 
tations  which  were  entertained  of 
it,  and  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
bring  the  fubjeft  again  before  par¬ 
liament  fome  years  afterwards, 
when  the  annual  provilion  for  the 
civil  lift  became  infufficient  for  the 
charges  to  which  it  was  liable. — - 
The  regulations  which  the  civil  lift 
aft  contained,  were  not  ill  cal¬ 
culated  to  effeftuate  their  ob- 
jeft ;  it  was  highly  expedient  to 
bring  all  penfions  under  one 
head  ;  to  have  them  paid  at  the 
fame  office,  and  to  prohibit  the 
diffufing  of  them  over  various 
departments,  where  they  might 
be  more  likely  to  efcape  no¬ 
tice,  than  if  they  were  diftinftly 
clalfed  with  allowances  of  their 
own  denomination. 

PENSIONS. 

The  penfions  confidered  by  the 
board  of  treafury  as  coming  under 
the  operation  of  the  17th  claufe  of 
the  civil  lift  aft,  are  contained  in 
Appendix  No.  1.;  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  re¬ 
marking,  that  their  total  amount, 
being  89,067 /.  (which  includes 
7,085/.  of  contingent  or  floating 
grants,  and  not  at  this  time  in  a 
courfe  of  payment)  is  within  the 
fum  allowed.  In  1804  the  total 
amount  of  penfions,  having  refe¬ 
rence  to  this  claufe,  was  82,237 /. 
as  appears  by  the  lift  printed  at 
length  in  the  Journals,  vol.  59,  and 
recapitulated  p.  717. 

A  lift  of  all  other  penfions  paid 
at  the  Exchequer  out  of  the  civil 
lift,  or  any  other  funds,  is  given 
in  No.  2. 

The  penfions  payable  by  treafury 


warrants  out  of  the  4^  per  cent, 
duty,  which  are  included  in  No.  2, 
ftand  upon  a  different  footing  from 
the  others ;  becaufe  that  part  of 
the  hereditary  revenue  not  having 
been  given  up  to  the  public  at  the 
commencement  of  his  majefty’s 
reign,  (Finance  Rep.  23,  pp.  11, 
43),  has  been  confidered  as  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the 
crown  ;  but  as  this  fund  augments 
the  general  flock,  which  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  royal  bounty  under  the 
direftion  of  government,  it  is  fit, 
in  that  point  of  view,  not  to  be 
omitted.  The  amount  is  1 5,33 il, 
including  two  contingent  penfions 
of  1,500/.  and  3,000/.  not  now  in 
a  courfe  of  payment. 

No.  3  and  4  give  lifts  of  other 
penfions  paid  out  of  the  4J  per 
cent.,  duty,  by  the  hufband, 
amounting,  in  the  year  1807,  to 
20,896/.  befides  which  it  is  charged 
with  two  contingent  penfions  of 
615/.  each,  not  now  in  a  courfe  of 
payment. — -In  the  59th  vol.  of 
Journals,  p.  7 66,  767,  are  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  produce,  for  three 
years,  of  this  duty,  to  ift  Jan, 

1 804,  and  the  charges  thereon,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fums  paid  into  the 
Exchequer. 

No.  5,  fhows  the  penfions 
granted  in  the  war-office,  chiefly 
by  his  mnjefty ’s  authority,  through 
the  fecretary  at  war ;  the  whole 
amount  of  which  is  5,640/.,  and 
they  are  all  granted  to  thofe  who 
have  been  formerly  employed  in 
the  bufinefs  of  that  office.  This 
fum  is  now  covered  in  the  annual 
vote  of  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
war-office;  but  it  deferves  confi- 
deration,  whether,  in  future,  the 
falaries  and  penfions  paid  in  this 
department  ought  not  to  be  diflin- 
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guilhed  in  the  annual  eftimates 
from  the  current  expences. 

The  Compaffionate  -  lift,  and 
other  allowances  paid  at  the  war- 
office,  are  contained  in  No.  6 ; 
she  annual  amount  is  =£.5,163. 

No.  7.  Penfions  ,to  officers'  wi¬ 
dows,  including  paymafter’s  pound¬ 
age  -  -  £.  36,67  2. 

No.  8.  Penfions  paid  our  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Ifie  of  Man, 
amounting  to  -  £*560. 

No.  9,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
Gibraltar  -  -  £.692. 

Out  of  the  revenues  of  Ceylon, 
480/.  paid  to  the  widow  of  an  offi¬ 
cer,  and  to  a  retired  civil  officer  of 
the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company. 

Out  of  the  revenues  of  Lower 
Canada  (according  to  the  journals 
of  the  houfe  of  affiembly  of  that 
province,  printed  at  Quebec  1807) 
— penfions  for  fervices  performed, 
or  to  widows,  &c.  purfuant  to  or¬ 
ders  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  or 
lords  of  the  treafury  £.  2,537. 

No.  10,  contains  a  lift  of  al¬ 
lowances  granted  by  treafury  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  payable  out  of  the  civil 
lift  and  other  funds,  but  not  inclu- 
,ded  in  either  of  the  former  re¬ 
turns  :  the  amount  is  <£.  3,150. 

It  appears  by  Journal,  vol.  59, 
p.  677,  that  allowances  to  retired 
officers  of  the  treafury,  which  are 
now  charged  on  the  Fee  fund, 
were  formerly  made  in  the  fhape  of 
penfions  out  of  the  civil  lift. 

No.  11  Sc  12,  exhibit  allow¬ 
ances  paid  out  of  the  Fee  fund  of 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  foreign  de¬ 
partment  ;  the  fubfifting  charge 
upon  which,  in  cafe  no  parts  of  the 
•  payments  were  fufpended,  is 

.£.2,515. 

No.  13,  belongs  to  the  fame  de¬ 
partment,  containing  the  minute 
of  council,  granting  a  penfion  of 


1000/.  charged  upon  the  eftabliffi* 
ment,  and  included  in  No.  1 1 . 

No.  14*  gives  the  fame  account 
for  the  colonial  department, 
amounting  to  1,625/.;  including 
one  floating  penfion,  not  now  in  a 
courfe  of  payment,  of  600/. 

One  penfion  of  550/.  included 
alfo  in  the  above  fum,  is  granted 
out  of  a  fund,  ftyled  extra-con¬ 
tingent,  which  is  annually  voted, 
to  prevent  overburthening  the  civil 
lift  ;  for  which  fervice,  in  the  laft 
year  (1807)  15,000  was  allotted, 
befides  12,000/.  for  extra  meflen- 
gers. 

No.  15,  exhibits  the  fame  for 
the  home  department. — It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  more  of  thefe  pen¬ 
fions  appear  to  have  the  direct 
fandlion  of  the  board  of  treafury 
than  thofe  in  the  other  two  de¬ 
partments.  The  annual  amount 
is  -  -  -  £.  2, 172. 

No.  16,  contains  an  account  of 
penfions  payable  on  the  ordinary 
eftimate  of  the  navy,  or  granted 
by  his  majefty's  sign  manual  out  of 
the  fale  of  old  naval  ftores.  A 
confiderable  proportion  of  thefe, 
being  fixed  allowances  to  fea  offi¬ 
cers,  or  perfons  conne&ed  with 
the  naval  fervice,  according  to  a 
regular  order  of  fuperannuation, 
your  committee  wifti  to  diftinguilh 
from  others  which  appear  in  the 
fame  lift  ;  noting  only,  for  the  fake 
of  the  general  view  of  the  whole 
fubjeft,  their  total  amount,  which 
is  <£,62,884;  viz. 

To  25  rear-admirals,  fu- 
perannuated,  &c.  according 
to  a  fixed  rule  -  £*  10,265 

27  Captains,  do.  -  5,9 1 3 

50  Eldeft  lieutenants,  do.  5,475 
2  Phyficiaus  and  one 
principal  furgeon  -  798 

89  Mailers,  68  furgeons, 

26  purfers 
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26  purfers,  90  boatfwains, 

100  gunners,  105  carpen¬ 
ters,  32  cooks  -  £.  21,405 

To  officers  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  wounds  in  the  fer- 
vice ;  viz, 

2  Admirals,  17  captains, 

38  lieutenants,  2  matters,  3 
furgeons,  2  pilots,  22  offi¬ 
cers  of  royal  marines  10,696 
Mothers,  widows,  and 
children  -  -  1*465 

Do.  determinable  on  fome 
contingency  -  -  4*5 1 5 

Widows  of  lieutenants  500 
Do.  of  officers  of  ma¬ 
rines,  and  of  fubalterns  in 
the  navy  -  -  1*852 

£.  62,884 

Penfions  in  the  nature  of  fuper- 
annuations,  to  perfons  employed  in 
the  civil  line  of  this  department, 
fuch  as  clerks  to  fecretaries  of  the 
admiralty,  clerks  of  the  navy, 
victualling  and  Tick  and  hurt 
offices,  and  clerks  in  the  feveral 
yards  £.  5,906 

The  fame  to  mafter  attendants, 
matter  (hipwrights,  fail-makers, 
maftmakers,  caulkers,  boatbuild- 
crs,  and  a  variety  of  artificers, 
ftorekeepers,  and  meflengers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  yards  £.  6,306 
Penfions  to  perfons  retiring  from 
office,  on  the  ordinary  eftimate, 

£.  4*  1 5® 

Contingent  penfions  on  do.  1,000 
Penfions  to  fome  of  the  fame 
perfons  on  the  produce  of  old 
ftores,  1,817/. — Total  of  penfions 
on  old  ftores,  including  the  above 
1,81 7/.  .  .  ^.5,456 

Contingent  penfions  on  do.  3, 85 1 


fuch  allowances  as  fome  of  thefe 
fhould  continue  to  be  covered  un¬ 
der  the  ordinary  eftimate  of  the 
navy  ;  and  that  the  mode  of  giving 
allowances  out  of  the  fund  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  fale  of  old  ftores,  in 
fome  cafes  to  the  very  fame  perfons 
who  receive  penfions  on  the  ordi¬ 
nary  eftimate,  requires,  if  not  cor¬ 
rection,  at  leaft  conftant  attention 
and  fuperintendence. 

No.  17,  (hows  the  application 
of  85,115/.  received  in  the  year 
ending  December  1806,  from  the 
fale  of  old  ftores  and  (hips  in  his 
majefty’s  feveral  dock-yards. 

Lift  of  bills  affigned  on  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  navy  £.  43,432  18  4 

Payments  by  fign 
manual,  in  aid  of  the 
falaries  of  the  offices 
of  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  treafurer 
of  the  navy,  and 
paymafter  of  wi¬ 
dows*  penfions  -  8,820  o  © 
Penfions  to  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  navy, 
their  widows,  and 
near  relatives  -  7,059  0  0 

Mifcellaneous  al¬ 
lowances  to  officers 
on  whom  honours 
have  been  confer¬ 
red,  to  pay  the  fees 
thereon,  to  others 
to  defray  the  table 
pr  other  charges  of 
military  or  diplo¬ 
matic  perfons  whom 
they  have  convey¬ 
ed  to  or  from  the 
feveral  ftations  of 
their  public  fervice  13,802  16  c 
Balance  in  hand, 

31  Dec.  1806  1 2,599  13  ^ 


-f- 9*307 

Your  committee  conceive  that 
it  may  tend  to  encourage  abufe,  if 

V©l.  L,  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  Series. 


£.  85,115  17  2 

*  R  Your 
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Your  committee  cannot  view 
without  jealoufy  the  fund  arifing 
from  the  faie  of  old  ftores,  which, 
in  the  year  ending  31  Dec.  1806, 
amounted  to  85,115/.;  and  they 
fuggeft,  that  it  would  be  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  public,  if  thofe 
penfions,  which  have  been  ufually 
granted  out  of  this  fund,  Ihould  be 
affigned  only  on  the  ordinary  of 
the  navy,  and  that  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  Ihould  be  made  debtor  for 
the  produce  of  old  ftores,  under 
the  head  of  voluntary  account ;  by 
which  means  he  would  become  ac. 
countable  for  the  arrears  to  the 
exchequer,  according  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  which  prevails  with  regard  t© 
old  ftores  in  the  ordnance. 

No.  18.  Tax- office To fuper- 
annuated  officers  -  £.  1,900 

No.  19,  Office  of  mailer  of  the 
horfe  : — The  higheft  of  thefe  pen- 
lions  is  30/.  -  £.  go z 

No.  20.  Lord  fteward’s  office  1 
—  Annual  bounty  -»  £*  1,661 

Quarterly  do®  •  1,781 

£.  3,442 

No.  21.  Tranfport  offices— A 
penfion  for  relinquilhing  an  office 
in  x  77  8,  paid  at  the  treafury  out 
of  the  civil  lift,  but  not  included 
in  No.  12.  -  £°  too 

No.  22.  Excife A  penfion  in 
the  nature  of  a  compenfation  for 
an  office  in  the  fait  duties  £.  148 
Another  on  the  fame  ac¬ 
count,  -  -  428 

3  others  on  ditto ;  toge¬ 
ther  -  -  tjOiq 

£.  1,595 

The  penfions  granted  out  of  the 
hereditary  revenues  of  excife,  by 
Charles  2,  and  William  3,  are 
omitted. 

No.  23  &  24.  Mufter-maftar- 


general’s  office. — Penfions  granted, 
by  virtue  of  letters  from  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  to  commiflaries,  &c, 
fupprelfed,  in  the  nature  of  com- 
penfations  -  £.  1,966 

No.  25.  A  penfion  of  too/,  in 
lieu  of  a  place  in  the  falt-office ; 
which  does  not  appear  in  the  excife 
lift,  nor  in  that  of  the  ftamp- 
office,  returned  to  the  committee. 

No.  26.  Pay-office  Four  pen- 
lions  to  widows  of  accountants, 
&c.  granted  by  treafury  letters ; 
together  -  -  £.  1,100 

No.  27.  Poll-office  Penfion 
to  a  late  furveyor  of  the  cuftoms^ 
abolifhed  -  -  ^£,511 

Another  penfion,  on  re¬ 
linquilhing  the  office  of  poft> 
mailer  of  Portfmouth  -  80 


£.  590 

No.  28,  Stamp* Penfion  as 
a  compenfation  to  the  clerk  of 
wine  licences  -  £.  5® 

The  following  are  paid 
and  included  in  the  bill  of 
incidents,  in  obedience  to 
treafury  warrants ;  Tofuper- 
annuated  officers  and  per. 
ions  employed  in  the  perfu¬ 
mery  duty,  and  other  duties 
which  have  been  repealed, 
or  transferred  to  other  ma¬ 
nagement  .  3,08© 

£.  3,130 

The  amount  of  penfions  payable 
out  of  the  land  revenue  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  comprifed  under  the  de. 
nomination  of  (( perpetual  pen¬ 
fions,  is  contained  in  the  12  th 
report  of  the  commiflioners  of  the 
woods,  forells,  and  land  revenues 
of  the  crown,  p.  66  to  69  ;  and 
thofe  out  of  the  revenue  of  North 
and  South  W<d^s,  are  in  the  fame 
report*  p.  15 1  and  153,  They  are 

ancient 
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ancient  charges  upon  thofe  reve¬ 
nues,  and  have  been  fubje<ft  to  no 
alterations  fince  the  date  of  that 
report,  except  by  the  governments 

of  Conwav  and  Ludlow  Caftles  be- 

✓ 

ing  now  vacant  (to  the  former  of 
which  a  falary  of  23/.  and  to  the 
latter  a  falary  of  30/.  was  attached), 
and  by  the  ftewardftiip  of  Canter- 
mellenith,  held  by  the  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  having  been  granted,  without 
the  falary  of  100/.  fince  1795, 
when  the  late  Earl  of  Oxford 
died. 

The  falary  of  400/.  payable  an¬ 
nually  to  the  auditor  for  Wales, 
was  transferred  from  the  civil  lift 
to  the  land  revenue,  by  treafury 
warrant,  in  1804  or  1805;  and 
other  annual  Turns,  to  the  amount 
of  10,168/.  have  alfo  been  trans¬ 
ferred,  under  the  fame  authority, 
from  the  civil  lift  to  the  land  reve¬ 
nue;  the  particulars  of  which  are 
contained  in  No.  29 ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  thefe  payments  properly 
belong  to  the  forefts,  parks,  or 
and  revenue  of  the  crown. 

Ordnance  Establishment. 

Gratuities  for  length  of  fervice 
to  fundry  officers  on  the  above  ef- 
tablifhment,  eftimated  and  voted 
this  year,  8,565/.:  the  particulars 
of  which  are  placed  oppofite  to  the 
names  in  the  return  of  the  eftab- 
iifhment,  endorfed  No.  751,  among 
the  papers  of  your  committee. 

No.  30.  The  pay  of  fuperannu- 
ated  and  difabled  men,  half-pay  of 
reduced  officers  for  good  fer vices, 
purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  warrants, 
according  to  the  eftimate  of  this 
year  (1808),  voted  by  the  houfe, 
amounts  to  -  -  -  -  60,805/. 

Pensions. — Scotland. 

Nos.  31,  32,  and  3  3,  contain  an 
Recount  of  the  total  amount  of 
pen&m  paid  out  of  the  civil  eftab- 


lilhment  of  Scotland,  in  the  year 
1807,  being  -  -  -  38,588/. 

— together  with  a  lift  of  fuch  of 
the  above  penfions  as  were  granted 
in  the  fame  year,  amounting  to 

2,834/. 

Alfo,  a  lift  of  penfions  paid  in 
1806,  amounting  to  -  36,880/. 

— together  with  a  lift  of  contin¬ 
gent  penfions,  amounting  to  - 

2,600/. 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  total 
amount  of  penfions  in  1805,  ex- 
clufive  of  contingent  penfions,  be¬ 
ing  ------  36,086/. 

Of  the  fame  in  1804,  being 

3+>679/- 

It  appears  from  an  account  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed  1 8th  J une  1801, 
that  the  amount  of  penfions  was, 
in  1801  -  -  -  -  -  24,864/. 

And  from  30th  Report  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Finance,  appendix  (A.  22.) 

In  1797  -  -  -  -  23,862 /. 

And  in  1761  -  -  -  5,9404 

The  revenues  out  of  which  thefe 
payments  are  made,  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  as  well  as  the  general  circune- 
ftances  under  which  they  are  grant¬ 
ed,  require  fome  obfervation. 

The  Civil  Lift  afls  pafifed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  laft  and  pre- 
fent  reign  1  Geo.  2.  c.  1,  1  Geo.  3. 
c.  1,  by  which  the  hereditary  reve¬ 
nues  were  furrendered  in  confider- 
ation  of  a  fixed  annuity,  exprefsl)c 
referved  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral 
duties  and  revenues  which  had  been 
antecedently  payable  to  the  crown, 
in  Scotland,  “  in  the  fame  manner 
only  and  fubjeft  to  the  like  charges 
as  the  fame  were  fubjeft  to”  in  the 
immediately  preceding  reigns.— 
Thefe  revenues  conftituted,  ante* 
cedently  to  the  Union,  a  fund  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  payment  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  charges  of  the  civil  eftablilh* 
ment  of  Scotland ;  but  laws  were 
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paffed  immediately  after  (7  Anne, 
c.  x  1.  s.  10.  and  10  Anne,  c  26.  sa 
10S.)  providing  that  the  revenues 
of  cuftoms  and  exciie  fhould  be 
fpecially  charged  with  the  fupport 
of  the  courts  of  feffion,  jufticiary, 
and  exchequer ;  on  the  profeffed 
ground,  that,  “fince  the  Union, 
the  expenfe  of  keeping  up  the  faid 
courts  could  be  no  othervvife  pro¬ 
vided  for/’ 

Ihe  culloms  and  excife  are  alfo 
charged  with  the  expenles  of  the 
privy  feal,  and  of  the  great  feal, 
although  they  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  ads  referred  to.  The  20th 
Geo.  2.  c.  43.  s.  29,  which  abo- 
lifhed  heritable  jurifdidions,  gave 
authority  to  grant  competent  fala- 
ries  to  the  fheriffs,  but  without 
fpecifying  the  fund  out  of  which 
they  fhould  be  defrayed.  (No. 
38.)  Thefe  falaries  have  alfo  been 
charged  upon  the  culloms  and  ex- 
cife,  though  they  feem  more  pro¬ 
perly  to  belong  to  the  referved  re¬ 
venues,  fmce  the  offices  to  which 
they  are  annexed  make  a  part  of 
the  general  civil  eftablilhmcnt.  By 
56  Geo.  3.  c.  47.  the  falaries  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  court  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  and  of  the  commilfary  court, 
whofe  emoluments  before  the  pall¬ 
ing  of  that  ad  depended  on  fees  of 
office,  then  aboliftied,  were  dired- 
ed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fame  fund; 
30th  Report  Finance  Committee, 
Appendix  (A.  5.) 

No.  34.  Thefe  referved  revenues 
confill  of  new  fublidy  of  culloms, 
which  of  courfe  increafes  with  the 
progrefs  of  commerce ;  of  the  he¬ 
reditary  and  temporary  revenues 
©f  excife,  which  depend  on  the 
quantity  of  beer  and  ale  brewed  in 
Scotland ;  of  the  feizures  of  cuf¬ 
toms  ;  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of 

excife ;  and  of  the  crown  rents  and 

■  «  .*/ 

*  r'  ~ 


cafualties,  all  of  which  are  fubjed 
to  fluduation.  Their  total  net 
amount  in  three  years,  ending  xoth 
Od.  1807,  was  209,37 1/.  being 
on  an  average  yearly  69,790/. 

Nos.  35  and  36.  Their  total 
grofs  amount  in  the  fame  three 
years  was  -  -  259,319 /. 

No.  37.  The  difference  between 
the  grofs  and  net  amount  of  thefe 
revenues  arofe  from  bounties,  draw¬ 
backs,  and  other  legal  manage¬ 
ments,  as  well  as  charges  of  re¬ 
payment. 

No.  38.  Their  total  grofs 
amount  for  the  three  years  1761, 
1762,  and  1763,  was  119,504/. 

Average  39,834 h 

No.  39.  The  charges  to  which 
they  were  liable  in  the  year  ending 
xothOd.  1807,  were — ift.  That 
of  the  penlion  lift,  being  then 

£  36,506 

2nd.  Certain  payments 
for  the  civil  ellablilhment 
of  Scotland,  unconneded 
with  the  courts  of  juftice  8,762 

And,  thirdly,  payments 
for  mifcellaneous  fervices  8,575 

^  53>843 

No.  40.  In  the  year  ending  10th 
Od.  1806,  the  fum  of  30,000/. 
being  a  furplus  of  this  revenue,  was 
transferred  to  his  Majeily’s  civil 
government  in  England  (No.  41.) 
by  a  warrant  for  that  purpofe,  and 
was  applied  (with  the  exception  of 
1000/.)  to  various  purpofes  of  the 
civil  lift. 

Your  committee  perceiving  that 
fo  large  and  increafing  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  thefe  referved  revenues  has 
been  applied  to  penfions,  and  that 
under  the  prefent  fyllem  there  is 
no  fecurity  againft  their  further 
extenlion,  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  dired  their  particular  at¬ 
tention 
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tent  ion  to  this  fub  j  eft  ;  which  had 
likewife  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
committee  of  finance  in  1798  (30th 
Report,  p.  15.)  who  adverting  to 
the  great  increafe  of  penfions  on 
the  civil  eftabiiftiment  of  Scotland, 
even  at  that  time,  f  and  to  the 
comparatively  fmall  duties  per¬ 
formed  by  many  of  the  perfons 
holding  fome  of  the  offices/  thought 
it  ‘an  objeX  well  deferving  con¬ 
fideration,  whether,  inftead  of  their 
being  granted,  as  in  fome  inftances 
they  appeared  to  have  been,  the 
emoluments  thereof  fhould  not,  as 
future  occafions  and  as  inftances 
might  offer,  be  applied  in  favour 
of  perfons  who  might  have  diftin- 
guilhed  themfelves  by  great  public 
fervice,  or  in  eafe  of  the  funds  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  penfion  lift,  if  the  ex- 
ifting  charges  thereon,  on  a  due 
examination,  (hould  be  found  ne- 
ceffary.’ — The  amount  of  pen¬ 
fions,  which  is  already  equal  to 
more  than  two  fifths  of  the  allow¬ 
ed  penfion  lift  of  England,  ought 
clearly  to  be  confidered,  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  emoluments  of 
linecure  places  and  offices  per¬ 
formed  by  deputy  in  Scotland, 
which  amount  to  near  30,000 /. 
a  fubjeX  which  will  come  under 
more  immediate  confideration  in  a 
further  part  of  this  report.  By 
the  articles  of  union,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  that  certain  branches  of  the 
ancient  eftablifhment  of  Scotland 
fhould  remain  ;  but  although  the 
duties  of  fome  of  thefe  offices  have 
ceafed,  and  thofe  of  others  have 
been  diminifhed,  the  ancient  fala- 
ries  and  emoluments  continue  to  be 
annexed,  and  in  one  inftance  (that 
of  the  privy  feal)  an  addition  of 
1,500/.  per  annum  was  made  in 
1804,  which  is,  however,  profefl- 
edly  in  the  nature  of  an  annuity, 


and  to  continue  only  fo  long  as  th  e 
prefent  poffeffor  fhall  continue  to 
hold  the  office  of  keeper  of  the 
privy  feal ;  being  in  fubftance  an 
augmentation  of  the  penfion  lift, 
to  which  it  has  been  added  in  the 
foregoing  account.  It  is  payable 
out  of  a  part  of  the  referved  reve¬ 
nues  called  land  rents  and  cafual- 
ties ;  and  the  warrant  has  been 
already  printed  by  order  of  the 
houfe,  5th  March  1805.  As 
appears  from  the  foregoing  ftate- 
ments,  that  the  penfions  granted  by 
the  crown  in  this  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  as  well  as  the  referved 
revenues  out  of  which  they  are 
paid,  have  been  confiderably  in- 
creafed,  your  committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  they  fhould  not  have 
acquitted  themfelves  of  the  duty 
impofed  upon  them,  if  they  had  not 
pointed  out  thefe  fubjeXs  as  mat¬ 
ters  which  will  well  deferve  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  when¬ 
ever  the  expenditure  of  the  civil 
lift  fhall  again  become  the  fubjeX 
of  inveftigation  ;  and  if  not  pre¬ 
cluded  by  the  terms  of  the  civil 
lift  aX,  from  interfering  in  any 
manner  at  prefent  with  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  referved  revenues, 
your  committee  would  fuggeft,  that 
it  might  become  the  advifers  of  the 
crown  to  refrain  from  recommend-' 
ing  any  further  increafe  of  the 
penfions  charged  upon  thofe  reve= 
nues  until  occafion  fhall  have  been 
given  for  fuch  inveftigation.  The 
number  of  perfons  receiving  pen¬ 
fions  in  1761  was  19;  in  1797  it 
had  increafed  to  185  j  and  it  now 
amounts  to  331,  exclufive  of  24 
contingent  penfions.  The  prefent 
penfions,  however,  are  for  the  moft 
part  fmall,  and  about  two-thirds 
are  granted  to  females.  The  eorru 
mittee  of  finance  in  1798,  remark 
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on  the  delicacy  with  which  a  fund 
fhould  be  touched,  which  concerns 
the  munificence  of  the  fovereign, 
as  applied  either  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  learning  and  religion,  to 
the  remuneration  of  national  fer- 
vices  in  the  rewarding  of  public 
merit,  or  in  the  fupport  of  thofe 
branches  of  noble  and  refpeftable 
families,  f  which  the  policy  and 
principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion  cannot  fuffer  to  fall  into  indi¬ 
gence,’  30.  p.  12.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  by  no  means  wifh  to  reprefs 
the  munificence  of  the  crown  as 
applied  to  the  three  firft  of  thefe 
objefts,  nor  even  to  exclude  the 
laft-mentioned  confideration ;  but 
the  undefined  ftate  of  the  refer ved 
revenues  appears  to  have  encou¬ 
raged  a  growing  facility  in  grant¬ 
ing  penfions,  which  it  may  be,  on 
a  future  occafion,  important  to 
jeftrain.  It  is  obvious  that  a  too 
general  application  of  them  ‘  to 
the  fupport  of  the’  (remoter) 
*  branches  of  noble  and  refpeftable 
families,*  even  though  the  indivi¬ 
duals  who  receive  them  lhould  not 
be  affluent,  may  ferve  to  fpare  the 
funds  of  the  opulent  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  public,  and  may  create  an 
undue  dependence  upon  thofe,  in 
whofe  hands  the  diftribution  of 
rroyal  munificence  is  veiled. 

No.  42,  prefents  a  return  of  the 
convention  of  royal  burghs  in  Scot¬ 
land  to  an  order,  for  an  account  of 
public  money  placed  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  convention,  in  purfuance  of 
the  civil  lift  aft,  fee.  16.  together 
Vith  a  ftatement  of  she  application 
of  the  fame.  The  lords  of  trade 
and  police  in  Scotland  being  abo- 
Jifhed  by  that  ftatute,  it  was  en¬ 
abled,  (  that  all  fums  under  their 
management  lhould  be  placed  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  convention  of 

t  /  T  c.  t  s  ^  ,  *  .  1 


royal  burghs ;  it  appears  however 
that  no  fuch  fums  have  been  re* 
ceived,  that  confiderable  difficulty 
and  delay  occurred  in  procuring 
information,  nearly  five  years  hav¬ 
ing  elapfed  before  the  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  calhier  to  the  late 
board  (amounting  in  July  1783  to 
858/.)  was  afeertained,  that  a  de¬ 
mand  to  deliver  up  the  reeords  of 
the  board,  and  to  pay  this  balance, 
was  refilled,  on  the  ground  that 
the  aft  gave  no  power  to  receive 
fuch  papers,  nor  to  call  on  the 
calhier  to  account  for  his  intro- 
mifiions  with  the  fums  received 
by  him  during  the  exiftence  of  the 
board ;  that  the  board  of  police 
alfo  reprefented  that  the  fame  act 
authorifed  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury  to  grant  annuities  equal  to 
the  legal  emoluments  of  the  perfons 
whofe  offices  lhould  be  fupprelfed ; 
(the  expreffion  of  the  aft  is,  ‘  who 
have  diligently  and  faithfully  exe¬ 
cuted  the  offices ;')  and  that  the 
calhier  having  been  ufed  to  derive 
emoluments  from  the  money  in  his 
hands,  he  could  not  continue  to 
enjoy  a  compenfation  equal  to  his 
accuflorned  and  legal  emoluments, 
if  the  balance  in  his  hands  lhould 
be  taken  from  him  during  his  life  ; 
that  the  convention  commenced  an 
aftion  againft  the  calhier  in  1789 
for  his  faid  balance,  but  relinquilh- 
ed  it  in  1791,  from  an  unwilling- 
nefs  to  incur  expenfe  in  profecut- 
ing  a  claim  which  might  not  be 
eftablilhed.  The  return  further 
Hates,  that  600/.  per  annum,  for¬ 
merly  granted  by  the  commilfioners 
of  the  treafury  ;o  the  board  of  po¬ 
lice,  which  tfie  convention  claimed, 
conceiving  it  to  have  been  the  only 
fund  at  their  difpofal,  has,  fince 
the  palling  of  the  aft,  been  granted 
to  officers  of  the  board,  in  compen- 
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fation  for  the  emoluments  of  the 
offices  fuppreffed,  of  which  250/. 
only  continue  to  be  paid  to  four 
perfons,  of  whom  this  cafhier  is 
one.  (No.  43.)  This  payment 
having  been  for  purpofes  purely 
local,  feems  to  be  a  charge  origin¬ 
ally  belonging  more  properly  to 
the  hereditary  Scotch  revenue  than 
to  the  civil  lift.  Your  committee 
fubmit,  that  fo  very  unfatisfaftory 
a  return  may  require  the  attention 
of  the  commiffioners  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  treafury  ;  and  that  the  ba¬ 
lance  due  from  the  cafhier  ought 
to  be  paid  forthwith,  or  if  it  fhould 
be  irrecoverable,  that  the  annual 
payment  to  him  of  100/.  ought  im¬ 
mediately  to  ceafe. 

Pensions  . — Ireland . 

The  total  of  penfions  on  the  civil 
lift  of  Ireland  were,  in  the  year 
ended  5th  Jan.  1808,  according  to 
the  annual  printed  finance  account 
page  91  -  -  -  -  89,639/. 

They  were  for  the  year  ended 
5th  Jan.  1807  -  -  -  93,250/. 

An  account  was  laid  before  the 
houfe,  made  up  to  June  1801  (and 
printed  r 6th  June),  with  the  names 
of  the  penfioners ;  the  amount  of 
which  was  -  112,166/. 

There  were  alfo  two  additional 
accounts  printed  22nd  Feb.  1805, 
of  ------  -  1,200/. 

and  6th  Feb.  1807,  of  -  1,650/. 

In  the  59th  vol.  of  the  Journals, 
p.  718,  is  a  lift  of  all  penfions 
granted  on  the  eftablifhment  of 
Ireland,  up  to  the  ill  Jan.  1804, 
fpecifying  the  date  and  continu¬ 
ance  of  each  grant ;  to  which  your 
committee  are  obliged  to  refer  for 
particulars*  not  having  received  a 
return  to  their  repeated  orders,  of 
the  prefeot  ft  ate  of  the  pen  ft  on 
lift.  The  amount  on  1  ft  Jan. 
1804,  according  to  that  lift,  was 


104,258/.  exclufive  of  104/.  under 
the  head  of  charity,  and  3,832/.  in 
military  penfions.  The  civil  lift 
aft,  33  Geo.  3.  c.  34.  direfted  the 
gradual  reduction  of  the  penfion 
lift  to  80,000/. ;  but  as  it  allowed 
an  annual  grant  of  penfions  to  the 
extent  of  1,200/.  in  every  year, 
there  ftill  continues  an  excefs  above 
the  limited  fum.  In  1793,  when 
the  aft  padcd,  the  total  was 

1 24,000  /. 

No.  44,  contains  a  lift  of  all  ad¬ 
ditions  and  diminutions  in  the  pen¬ 
fions  on  the  civil  eftablifhment  of 
Ireland,  fince  6th  June  1801,  of 
which  the  former  amount  to  8,400/. 
and  the  latter  to  32,353/.  making 
upon  the  whole  a  diminution  of 
23,953/.  to  be  fubtrafted  from  the 
total  given  in  the  printed  account 
for  1801  ;  which  would  leave,  as 
the  total  of  the  prefen t  penfion  lift, 
88,163/.  but  by  the  finance  papers 
above  referred  to,  the  total  was, 
on  5th  Jan.  1808  -  89,639/. 

No.  46.  Out  of  the  cuftoms  for 
the  year  ended  5th  Jan.  1807, 

17,705/. 

The  greater  number  of  thefe  are 
in  fums  not  exceeding  20 /. 

In  the  printed  finance  papers  for 
the  year  ended  5th  Jan.  1808.  p. 

1 3,  the  falaries,  penfions,  and  gra¬ 
tuities  in  the  cuftoms,  exclufive  of 
falaries  on  the  eftablifhment,  are 
ftated  at  -  -  -  -  41,662/. 

No.  48.  Out  of  the  excife  fc/r 
the  year  ended  5th  Jan.  1S07, 

5-993/- 

Thefe  penfions  have  been  in- 
creafed  by  300/.  or  rather  more,  in 
each  of  the  three  laft  years.  They 
are  in  general  in  fums  under  52/, 
and  are  all  granted  by  the  board, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
fury.  In  the  printed  finance  pa¬ 
pers 
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pers  for  this  year,  ended  5th  Jan. 
1808,  p.  14,  the  falaries,  penfions, 
and  gratuities,  payable  out  of  the 
excife  (exclufive  of  falaries  on  the 
eftablifhment^  amounted  to 

15,277/. 

No.  49.  Penfions  out  of  the 
poft-office  -  -  -  -  1  >  3  3  4^* 

No.  50.  Ditto,  out  of  the  damp 
duties  -  1,496/. 

No.  51.  Under  a<fts  palled  in 
1799  and  1800,  penfions  were 
granted  to  perfons  inftrumental  in 
fupprelTing  the  rebellion,  to  be 
named  by  the  lord  lieutenant  ; 
which  amount  at  this  time,  fubjeCt 
to  diminution  by  the  extinction  of 
lives,  to  -  2,700/. 

645.  Penfion  contingent  to 
Thomas  Lord  Manners,  now  lord 
chancellor  of  Ireland  -  4,000/. 

Penfion  to  John  Lord  Redef- 
dale,  late  ditto  -  4,000/. 

Penlion  to  Right  Hon.  George 
Ponfonby,  ditto  -  ~  4,000/. 

The  defcription  of  penfions  con¬ 
tained  in  Nos.  11.  14.  15.  and  in 
13,  are  of  an  objectionable  nature, 
inafmuch  as  they  are  neither  paid 
nor  entered  at  the  exchequer  under 
the  head  of  penfions ;  and  in  cafe 
of  any  deficiency  in  the  fee  fund, 
they  fall  direCtly  upon  the  civil  lift. 
Thefe  allowances  are  in  fome  cafes 
conferred  by  the  head  of  an  office 
upon  perfons  in  that  office  itfelr, 
without  any  other  apparent  con¬ 
trol  ;  and  even  where  they  have 
been  granted  by  his  Majefty  in 
council,  although  the  inftrurnent 
becomes  more  formal,  all  objection 
is  not  removed.  They  tend  to 
confound  two  things,  which  ought 
always  to  be  kept  perfectly  difi* 
tinCt,  the  neceffary  expenfe  in¬ 
curred  for  tranfaCting  the  bufinefs 
of  the  executive  government,  and 
gratuities  paid  where  no  duty  is 


annexed  ;  they  become  indireCtly  a 
burden  upon  the  civil  lift i  and  by 
efcaping  notice,  under  the  general 
title  of  eftablifhment,  may  tend  to 
divert  a  fund,  which  was  wifely 
formed  under  the  fanCtion  of  par¬ 
liament  out  of  the  fees  of  office,  for 
the  purpofes  of  economy,  into  a 
fource  of  patronage.  This  fund 
was  conftituted  in  the  year  1795, 
out  of  the  fees  and  gratuities  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  offices  of  the  three, 
fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  it  has  re¬ 
lieved  the  civil  lift  from  the  bur¬ 
den  of  the  fixed  eftablifhment  of 
thofe  offices,  which  was  previoufly 
charged  upon  it  (with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  fuch  deficiencies  as  are  now 
occafionally  made  up  by  the  civil 
lift)  ;  in  confequence  of  which  ar¬ 
rangement,  a  material  faving  has 
been  obtained  for  the  public,  air* 
the  falaries  in  thofe  offices,  which 
were  before  liable  to  great  fluctua¬ 
tions,  have  been  fixed  at  a  precife 
Aim,  confiderably  below  the  aver¬ 
age  of  their  former  amount.  In 
No.  28,  it  has  been  obferved,  that 
penfions  to  certain  perfons  for¬ 
merly  employed  in  the  ftamp  of¬ 
fice,  are  paid  and  included  in  the 
bill  of  incidents,  in  purfuance  of 
warrants  from  the  board  of  trea- 
fury.  Your  committee  conceive 
that  annual  allowances  ought  not 
to  be  granted  generally,  and  with¬ 
out  fpecial  reafons,  to  perfons  re¬ 
tiring  from  official  fituations  either 
by  their  own  choice,  or  upon  any 
new  arrangement  in  the  mode  of 
conducing  bufinefs  ;  and  that  fuch 
grants  become  more  particularly 
objectionable,  if  the  practice  fhould 
be  allowed  to  continue  of  charging 
any  allowances,  beyond  fuch  as 
are  fuperannuations  in  the  ftriCteft 
fenfe,  among  the  falaries  or  inci¬ 
dents  of  any  department^  inftead 
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®f  claffing  and  entering  them  as 
penlions,  fo  that  they  may  be  kept 
entirely  diftinCt  from  the  falaries 
paid  for  tranfafting  the  current 
bufinefs  ot  the  office.  Even  when 
a  meritorious  officer  has  ferved  for 
a  number  of  years,  he  ought  not 
to  receive  remuneration  as  a  mere 
matter  of  courfe  upon  retiring, 
without  taking  ic^to  cqnfi deration 
the  emoluments  of  the  office,  and 
the  fortune  which  he  may  have  had 
the  means  of  acquiring  in  that  fer- 
vice,  as  well  as  the  particular  cir- 
cumftanees  of  his  cafe  :  but  with 
regard  to  fuch  as  may  be  ineffi¬ 
cient  or  ufelefs  (otherwife  than  in 
confequence  of  age  or  infirmity) 
fpecial  circumftances  alone  can 
juftify  the  propriety  of  rewarding 
them,  when  it  becomes  convenient 
ior  the  public  fervice,  that  their 
fituations  fhould  be  filled  by  per- 
fons  better  qualified  to  difcharge 
the  duties.  Your  committee  can¬ 
not  but  difcountenance  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  granting  compenfation  for 
offices  fupprefifed  or  abolifhed,  the 
poffeffors  of  which  have  not  either 
had  an  intereft  in  them  for  life,  or 
by  the  cuftom  of  fuch  offices  have 
been  juflly  confidered  as  having 
fuch  a  tenure  in  them.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  allowances  made  to 
thofe  who  were  formerly  employed 
in  the  collection  of  duties  either 
repealed,  or  transferred  to  other 
management,  it  is  impoffible  not  to 
animadvert  upon  fullering  perfons 
to  remain  a  permanent  burden 
upon  the  public,  if  there  has  been 
any  opportunity  of  placing  them 
in  other  offices,  where  their  qua¬ 
lifications  and  habits  of  bufinefs 
might  render  them  ufeful,  and  de- 
ferving  of  falary.  The  warrants 
for  mod  of  thefe  grants  were  in 
fad  very  properly  drawn  only 


(  during  the  pleafure  of  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  treafury,  or  until 
the  parties  are  refpedively  other- 
wife  provided  for/  The  fcale  of 
all  offices  has  neceffiarily  been  fo 
much  extended  fince  the  repeal  or 
tranfer  of  thofe  duties,  that  little 
difficulty  feems  likely  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  giving  employment  to  all 
thofe  individuals ;  and  their  fixa¬ 
tion  would  probably  have  been 
more  frequently  presented  to  the 
notice  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment,  if  the  allowance  had  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  lhape  of  penfion,  inftead 
of  being  included  among  the  inci¬ 
dents  of  the  eftablifhment.  Since 
offices  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
created  folely  for  public  utility, 
and  not  the  benefit  of  the  indivi¬ 
duals  who  happen  to  hold  them, 
there  mud  exift  a  perfect  right  in 
thofe  who  adminifter  the  affairs  of 
the  public,  to  regulate,  alter,  and 
control  their  fundions ;  it  becomes 
a  duty  t®  abolifh  fuch  as.  appear 
funerfluous,  and  to  abridge  the 
emoluments  of  all  which  can  be 
conducted  to  the  fame  advantage, 
but  at  a  cheaper  rate.  Without  the 
conftant  fuperintendance  and  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  houfe,  irregularities 
in  the  granting  of  compenfations 
and  fuperannuations  may  from  time 
to  time  creep  in;  but  your  com¬ 
mittee  conceive  that  it  may  be 
fome  check  againft  this  fort  of  ex-r 
penditure,  if  all  fuch  grants,  be- 
fides  being  brought  as  it  were  into 
one  focus,  where  they  may  be 
viewed  collectively,  and  diftinClly, 
fhould  alfo  pafs,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  under  the  review  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury,  who  be« 
ing  conftiturionally  refponfible  for 
all  matters  of  expenditure,  fhould 
be  intrufted  with  a  general  control 
over  every  article  of  it,  and  armed 

with 
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with  powers  to  prevent  in  every 
department  any  improper  accumu¬ 
lation  of  charge.  The  committee 
on  finance  (22.),  having  obferved, 
that  it  may  materially  conduce  to 
the  ends  of  public  economy,  if 
parliament  fhould  think  fit  to  re¬ 
quire  annual  accounts  of  every  in - 
creafe  and  diminution  which  may 
have  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of 
each  preceding  year  in  the  falaries, 
emoluments,  and  expenfes  of  all 
public  offices,  your  committee  re¬ 
commend  that  it  fhould  be  made 
an  order  of  the  houfe,  that  fuch  an 
account  fhall  be  produced  within 
twenty  days  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  every  feffion,  and  alfo  an 
account  of  all  additional  penfions 
and  allowances  paid  for  fervicesnot 
performed, 

COMPENSATIONS. 

Compenfations  for  the  Iofs  of 
offices,  which  it  has  been  judged 
expedient  to  abolifti  or  regulate, 
afford  another  clafs  of  allowances 
paid  for  fervice  not  now  executed ; 
they  exhibit  a  fum  continually  de~ 
creafing,  as  the  lives  of  thofe  en¬ 
titled  to  them  gradually  fall  in. — - 
The  compenfations  printed  in  the 
report  upon  the  civil  lift,  were,  for 
the  year  1803,  11,663/.;  but  there 
were  included  in  that  fum  the  an¬ 
nual  and  quarterly  bounty  in  the 
lord  fteward's  office,  and  final! 
penfions  in  the  office  of  mafter  of 
the  horfe,  which  are  here  claffed 
with  the  penfions;  and  among  the 
penfions  and  allowances  enume¬ 
rated  in  this  report,  many  will  be 
found  which  might  perhaps  be 
claffed,  with  equal  propriety,  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  compenfations. — 
The  lift  of  compenfations  granted 
in  Ireland  on  account  of  the  union, 
with  the  particular  periods  during 
which  the  feveral  offices  were  held 


by  the  perfons  receiving  compere 
fations,  is  printed  in  the  59th  voh 
of  the  Journals,  p.  773. 

The  accounts  of  compenfation 
are  from  No,  53  to  No.  62,  in  the 
Appendix. 

In  examining  thefeveral  lifts,  the 
obfervation  of  the  houfe  will  natu¬ 
rally  be  attracted,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  fum  de¬ 
rived  through  various  channels  to 
the  ufe  of  perfons  not  actually  per» 
forming  any  fpecies  of  public  fer¬ 
vice.  It  is  true,  that  confiderabie 
portions  of  thefe  payments  are  to  be 
regarded  in  the  nature  of  remune¬ 
ration  for  fervices  which  have  been 
rendered  to  the  public,  either  by 
the  perfons  themfelves,  or  their 
near  relatives;  arid  to  fuch  as 
ftriftly  belong  to  this  clafs,  where 
the  duty  has  been  diligently  and 
faithfully  done,  and  for  an  adequate 
period  of  time,  arid  where  the  per¬ 
fons  are  fo  circumftanced  as  to 
have  ftrong  claims  upon  the  public, 
no  impediment  is  intended  to  be 
©bje&ed.  But  though  inftances 
may  occur  of  perfons  whole  claims 
upon  the  public  are  not  equally 
apparent,  or  eafy  to  be  traced, 
your  committee  do  not  conceive 
that  it  is  their  province  to  defcend 
into  the  invidious  talk  of  examining 
particular  cafes,  being  defirous  of 
carrying  their  retrofpeft  no  further 
than  rnay  be  fufficient  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  future  reform  and 
regulation.  The  words  with  which 
this  part  of  the  ftatute,  fee.  19,  is 
prefaced,  that  *  it  is  no  difparage- 
‘  ment  for  any  perfons  to  be  re- 
*  lieved  by  the  royal  bounty  in  their 
f  diftrefs,  but  on  the  contrary,  ir  is 
(  honourable  on  juft  caufe  to  be 
(  thought  worthy  of  reward,*  point 
out  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
obje&s  of  bounty  fhould  be  fe- 
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le&ed,  and  (how  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  allot  fo  large  a  fum  to 
be  diftributed  through  favour, 
without  regard  to  juft  caufe  and 
defert.  But  the  praftice  which 
has  been  animadverted  upon,  of 
granting  and  charging  penfions  un¬ 
der  the  general  expences  of  fepa- 
rate  departments,  tends  to  elude 
the  limitation  which  was  meant  to 
be  impofed,  and  by  rewarding  in 
this  manner  a  confiderable  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  claims  of  official  merit 
and  long  fervice,  to  leave  a  larger 
amount  than  was  intended  for  gra¬ 
tuitous  difpofal. — It  muft  not  be 
overlooked,  that  in  cafes  of  diftin- 
guifhed  merit,  parliament  has  ever 
been  ready  to  exempt  the  civil  lift 
from  any  additional  burden  ;  and 
as  inftances  of  this  honourable 
defcription  have,  fortunately  for 
the  country,  never  occurred  more 
frequently  than  within  thefe  latter 
years,  fo  the  liberality  of  the  na¬ 
tion  has  been  called  forth  to  a 
larger  extent  than  in  any  former 
period. — A  further  confideration 
is,  that  although  moft  of  the  grants 
are  nominally  during  pleafure,  they 
are  generally  regarded  as  equiva¬ 
lent  to  an  intereft  for  life;  and 
that  examples  rarely  occur  where  a 
change  in  the  circumftances  of  the 
grantees  has  occaftoned  thofe  who 
have  the  legitimate  controul  to 
abolifh,  or  induced  thofe  by  whom 
they  are  held,  voluntarily  to  fur- 
render  them.  The  footfteps  to¬ 
wards  royal  bounty  are  vifible  in 
all  directions,  but  few  traces  of  re¬ 
turn  are  difcoverable. — Under  all 
jthefe  circumftances,  your  commit¬ 
tee  do  not  hefitate  in  fubmitting  to 
the  houfe,  that  all  allowances  in 
the  nature  of  penfions,  which  are 
not  ftriftly  fuperannuations,  (hould 
be  claifed  under  their  proper  head. 


and  paid  at  the  exchequer ;  pre¬ 
fer  ving  at  the  fame  time  entries  of 
fuch  penfions,  together  with  the 
circumftances  under  which  they 
have  been  granted,  on  the  eftablifh-* 
ment  of  the  offices  in  which  the 
fervices  have  been  performed. — It 
may  be  alfo  expedient  to  limit  the 
fums  in  which  allowances  may  be 
applied  to  cafes  of  fuperannuation, 
fo  as  not  to  exceed  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  former  falary. — The 
regulations  under  which  fuperan¬ 
nuations  are  granted  in  the  cuf* 
toms,  No.  67,  deferve  the  attention 
of  the  houfe,  as  uniting  a  due  con¬ 
fideration  towards  long  and  meri* 
torious  fervice,  with  a  juft  atten* 
tion  to  economy.  By  a  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  Ire¬ 
land,  7th  April  1784.,  no  yearly- 
allowance  was  permitted  to  be  pla¬ 
ced  on  incidents  in  cafes  of  fuper- 
annuation,  except  for  officers  who 
(hall  have  ferved  forty  years  with¬ 
out  cenfure ;  or  officers  who  (hall 
have  received  a  wound  or  hurt  in 
the  fervice,  amounting  to  a  total 
difability ;  or  for  widows  of  officers 
who  (hall  have  loft  their  lives  in 
the  fervice  of  the  revenue  :  but  by 
a  fubfequent  revifion  of  that  refo¬ 
lution,  26th  July  1793,  twenty- 
five  years  were  fubftituted  inftead 
of  the  term  of  forty  years,  as 
being  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  fa  id  refolution,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  placing  on  incidents 
any  yearly  allowance  for  fuper- 
annuated  officers  of  the  revenue, 
who  have  already  ferved,  or  (hall 
have  ferved  the  faid  term  of  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  without  cenfure.— 
Thefe  general  unqualified  expref- 
lions  have  been  perhaps  liable  to 
mifconftru&ion,  as  if  they  were 
calculated  to  convey  a  fort  of  right 
of fuperannuation  after  twenty-five 
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years  of  fervice ;  whereas,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed  that  it  never  could  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  countenance  a  new 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  impofe  a 
reftraint  upon  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  from  granting  any  fuch 
allowances  even  to  fuperannuated 
officers,  unlefs  where  they  had 
ferved  meritorioufly  the  prescribed 
number  of  years,  or  had  otherwife 
been  incapacitated  in  the  public 
fervice,  as  defcribed  in  the  refolu- 
tion.— *  The  1 8th  feftion  of  the  civil 
lift  ad  makes  an  exception  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  perfons  who  have  ferved 
the  crown  in  foreign  courts,  and 
continues  to  his  majefty  the  power 
of  granting  at  ^his  pleafure  fuch 
proportion  of  their  former  appoint¬ 
ments  as  may  feem  expedient,  af¬ 
ter  the  expiration  of  their  fervice. 
The  names  of  all  thofe  who  now 
receive  allowances  upon  this  ac¬ 
count,  are  contained  in  No.  63, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
feveral  fervices  are  particularized 
in  No.  64. — The  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  prefervt  war  make  this 
lift  unufually  large,  at  a  period 
when  fo  little  of  friendly  inter- 
courfe  fubfifts  between  this  coun¬ 
try  and  the  continental  powers : 
the  charge  therefore  amounts  to 
51,589/.;  befides  which,  an  addi¬ 
tional  lift  is  contained  in  No.  65, 
of  recommendations  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  for  further  allow¬ 
ances,  to  the  amount  of  6,000/. — • 
Your  committee  conceive,  that  the 
true  principles  which  ought  to  re¬ 
gulate  thisfpecies  of  remuneration, 
can  be  no  other  than  duration  of 
fervice,  and  the  importance  of  the 
miffion,  except  in  very  fpecial 
cafes. — It  is  defirable  unqueftion- 
ably  ,  both  for  the  purpofes  of  eco¬ 


nomy,  and  for  the  better  execution 
of  the  duties  of  foreign  minifters, 
that  a  feledion  fhculd  generally  be 
made  from  among  thofe  already 
upon  the  lift  ;  but  1 1  is  not  intended 
abfolutely  to  recommend  any  inva- 
riablerule;  thofe  who  have  gone  be¬ 
fore,  may  be  unwilling  to  undertake, 
or  ill  qualified  to  execute  miffions  of 
particular  delicacy  and  importance; 
and  circumftances  may  arife  where 
appointments  of  individuals,  to 
whom  fuch  bsftnefs  is  entirely 
novel,  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to 
motives  of  mere  patronage  or  pri¬ 
vate  emolument.  Your  committee 
obfervc,  with  fatisfa&ion,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  return,  all  al¬ 
lowances  have  been  withdrawn  in 
cafes  of  appointments  to  foreign 
courts,  where  fervice  was  not,  or 
could  not  be  performed.  No.  66. 
—-With  regard  to  the  falary  and 
emoluments  of  each  feparate  de. 
partment,  the  public  ought  un- 
queftionably  to  be  ferved  as  cheap¬ 
ly  as  is  confident  with  being  ferved 
with  integrity  and  ability  :  but  it 
muft  be  recollected,  that  what 
makes  office  defireabie,  in  the  high¬ 
er  departments,  is  not  the  falary 
alone,  but  the  confequence  and 
confideration  attached  to  it,  the 
power  of  obliging  friends,  and  of 
creating  dependants;  and,  in  the 
lower  degrees,  the  chance  of  gain¬ 
ing  advancement  by  induftry  and 
talent.  The  principle  of  gradually 
increafmg  falaries  after  certain 
periods  of  fervice,  and  at  fixed  in~ 
tervals,  if  they  are  not  made  too 
fhort,  is  highly  to  be  approved, 
as  holding  out  a  due  encouragement 
to  diligence  and  fidelity.  In  at! 
cafes  of  fuperannuation,  duration 
of  fervice  fhould  be  an  eflential 
requifite :  and  even  then,  regard 
fhould  he  had  te  the  condition  of 

each 
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each  individual,  as  to  his  ability  of 
continuing  the  official  labours,  and 
to  his  fituation  in  life  from  other 
caufes. — -In  many  inftances,  where 
allowances  have  been  granted  as 
compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  of¬ 
fice,  or  upon  the  plea  of  fuperan- 
nuation,  the  perfons  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  them  have,  at  fubfequent 
periods,  been  appointed  to  other 
offices :  in  both  which  cafes,  it  is 
obvious,  that  the  allowances  ought 
to  have  ceafed.  The  true  principle 
applicable  to  all  offices  is,  that  pub¬ 
lic  money  fhould  not  be  granted 
without  reference  to  duty ;  and  all 
exceptions  whatever  ought  to  be 
jollified  upon  the  fpecial  circum- 
ftances  attending  fuch  particular 
cafe. 

Sinecures,  and  Offices  exe¬ 
cuted  WHOLLY  OR  CHIEFLY 
by  Deputy. 

Next  in  order  to  penfions,  comes 
an  ambiguous  and  middle  clafs, 
partaking  of  the  nature  of  penfions, 
inafmuch  as  no  fervice  is  perform¬ 
ed,  but  Hill  ranking  under  the  head 
of  offices,  from  the  name  of  official 
bufinefs  having  been  continued  af¬ 
ter  the  functions  are  become  ex- 
tinft  or  obfolete.  Of  thefe  there 
Hill  remain  fpecimens  in  various 
departments,  although  the  labours 
of  parliament  have  been  not  fruit- 
leffiy  employed  in  fuppreffing 
many  of  them,  particularly  by  the 
38  Geo,  3.  c.  86.  and  47  Geo.  3. 
c.  12.  relating  to  the  culioms,  by 
the  former  of  which  196  places,  of 
the  annual  value  of  42,655/.,  were 
fupprelfed  in  England,  and  by  the 
latter  38  places  of  a  limilar  de. 
fcription  in  Ireland;  and  alfoby  an 
aft  of  the  prefent  feffion  for  abo- 
lilhing  the  office  of  furveyor  of 
fubfidies  and  petty  cufloms  in  the 
port  of  London. — Jt  being  difficult 


to  afcertain,  without  a  long  and 
minute  examination  of  evidence, 
the  exaft  nature  of  feveral  of¬ 
fices  to  which  aftive  and  efficient 
duties  are  not  annexed,  or  to  draw 
the  limit  between  fuch  as  are  fine- 
cures  and  fuch  as  are  wholly  or 
chiefly  executed  by  deputy,  your 
committee  have  thrown  together  all 
which  they  confider  as  belonging 
to  either  of  thofe  daffies  in  the  an¬ 
nexed  lift,  fubmitting  it  as  giving 
a  general  view  of  the  feveral  offices 
therein  enumerated ;  although  they 
cannot  anfwer  but  that  fome  inac¬ 
curacies  may  be  difcovered  in  it, 
being  aware  that  fome  of  the  of¬ 
fices  do  not  diftinftly  range  under 
either  defcription,  while  they  very 
much  partake  of  the  nature  of 
both.  No.  68  to  76,  Appx.— The 
committee  on  finance,  in  the  re¬ 
marks  upon  this  fubjeft,  with  which 
their  22nd  report  concludes,  ob- 
ferve,  4  That  finecure  offices  of 
4  high  rank  in  fome  of  the  ancient 
4  eftablifhments  of  the  ftate,  maybe 

4  ufefully  employed  in  particular in- 

5  fiances,  as  either  to  accompany  a 
4  peerage  given  for  the  reward  of 
4  perfonal  fervices,  or  to  fecure  an 
4  honourable  retreat  to  perfons  who 
4  are  entitled  to  marks  of  public  fa- 
4  vour,  by  the  long  and  meritorious 
4  difcharge  of  rhe  duties  of  high  of- 
4  lice,  or  who  have  facrificed  lucra. 

4  uve  profeffional  fituations  on  en- 
4  gaging  in  the  public  fervice,  by 
4  veiling  fuch  office  in  the  perfons 
4  themfelves,  or  in  their  immediate 
4  defendants. ' — Since  the  date  of 
that  report,  Jiis  majefty  has  been 
empowered  by  the  ilatute  39  Geo. 
III.  c.  10.  to  make  provifion  for 
life  lor  thofe  who  have  facrificed 
lucrative  profeffional  fituations,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  chancellors  and 
judges,  on  retiring  from  office ; 
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which  muft  be  remarked,  in  pair¬ 
ing,  as  extending  the  power  of 
granting  penfions,  and  as  fairly  to 
be  fet  off  a  gain  ft  fome  of  the  re- 
trench ments  propofed.  In  the 
peerages  fubfequently  created, 
your  committee  cannot  difcover 
that  any  fuch  application  of  the 
finecures,  as  was  fuggefted  in  that 
refpe<5t,  has  taken  place,  but  that 
the  annexing  of  penfions  by  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament  has  been  not 
unfrequenf. — The  view  which  your 
committee  take  of  this  fubjeft  cor- 
refponds  in  principle,  and  differs 
only  in  degree  from  that  of  the 
former  committee  ;  but  it  is  their 
anxious  wifli  to  guard  againft  buf¬ 
fering  the  fubjeCt  to  efcape  notice, 
without  being  a&ed  upon,  while 
the  information  is  fully  brought 
under  obfervation.  If  the  opinion 
fhould  prevail,  that  a  legillative 
meafure  ought  to  be  no  longer  de¬ 
ferred  with  regard  to  offices  of 
this  defcription,  your  committee 
fubmit  that,  leaving  untouched  all 
places  of  honour  and  diftinftion 
connected  with  the  perfonal  fer- 
viee  of  his  majefty  and  of  his  royal 
family,  it  may  be  expedient  confi- 
derably  to  reduce  the  emoluments 
of  fome,  and  to  abolifh  others.  At 
the  fame  time,  regarding  it  as  a 
fundamental  part  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country,  and  of  the  rea- 
fon  of  ftate  in  every  country,  that 
there  muft  be  means  of  rewarding 
public  fervice,  and  that  thofe  means 
will  be  incomplete,  and  indeed 
wholly  infufficient  for  that  purpofe, 
if  there  fhould  be  no  further  re¬ 
ward  for  thtit  fervice  than  the  daily 
wages  it  receives  during  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  crown,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  fuch  finecures 
as  the  houfe  in  its  wifdom  may 
think  fit  to  retain,  fhould  Always 


in  future  be  applied  to  recompenle 
the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  duties 
of  efficient  office;  or  in  the  event  of 
the  houfe  preferring  to  abolifh  ge¬ 
nerally  all  fuch  offices,  they  con¬ 
ceive  that  it  will  become  proper  to 
fubftitute  fome  other  mode,  by 
which  the  crown  may  be  enabled 
to  reward  public  fervants  in  a  man¬ 
ner  proportioned  to  the  nature  and 
length  of  the  duties  performed. 

OFFICES  EXECUTED  BY  DEPUTY. 

Offices  executed  wholly  or  chief¬ 
ly  by  deputy,  fhould  be  arranged 
with  as  much  regard  to  economy  as 
the  public  fervice  will  admit ;  and 
any  offices  that  have  not  duty  an¬ 
nexed  in  proportion  to  the  falary 
fhould  be  reformed,  and  the  falary 
fuited  to  the  refponfibility  and  la¬ 
bour  of  the  office.  The  lift  of 
fuch  offices  is  extracted  from  the 
returns  in  as  complete  a  ftate  as 
the  examination  of  them  can  ren¬ 
der  it ;  but  it  may  probably  be  ftill 
defective,  for  the  fame  caufes  as 
have  been  mentioned  under  the 
former  head.  In  applying  the 
principle  of  retrenchment  to  this 
clafs,  your  committee  defire  to  be 
underftood,  as  recommending  it 
with  the  fame  exceptions  witlt 
which  they  have  accompanied  their 
recommendation  in  the  cafe  of  fine- 
cures.  Some  of  the  great  offices 
in  the  exchequer  (which  are  in. 
deed,  as  far  as  regards  the  prin¬ 
cipals,  purely  finecures)  being  pro¬ 
bably  among  the  fitteft  to  be  re¬ 
tained,  (  for  the  reward  of  perfonal 
(  fer vices,  or  to  l’ecure  an  honour- 
(  able  retreat  to  perfons  who  are 
(  entitled  to  marks  of  public  favour, 

‘  by  the  long  and  meritorious  dif- 
‘  charge  of  the  duties  of  high  office, 
f  or  who  have  facrificed  lucrative 
‘  profeflional  filiations  on  engaging 
f  in  the  public  fervice.'  Finance 

Rep,  xxi. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  *  255 


Rep.  xxi.  19. — It  Ihould  alfo  be 
confidered,  that  fome  of  the  lucra¬ 
tive  offices  in  our  courts  of  jultice, 
which  are  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  courts,  conftitute  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  valuable 
appendages  to  thofe  fituations, 
which  it  concerns  the  effential  in- 
terefts  of  the  Hate,  itill  more  than 
its  dignity,  to  have  filled  by  per- 
fons  who  are  the  moil  eminent  and 
belt  qualified  in  their  profelfions. 

REVERSIONS. 

The  lalt  general  head  is  that  of 
places  granted  in  reverfion  ;  a  power 
which  appears  to  have  been  exer- 
cifed  by  the  crown  with  regard  to 
particular  departments,  for  a  very 
long  period,  without  any  fixed 
rule  or  principle  which  is  difcover- 
able,  as  guiding  its  difcretion  in 
the  original  fele&ion  :  the  right, 
therefore,  relts  upon  ufage,  and 
the  extent  is  limited  by  no  writ¬ 
ten  law--— But  although  no  reafon 
«an  be  afligned  for  a  practice 
which,  perhaps,  mull  be  referred 
©nly  to  accident  or  temporary  ac¬ 
commodation,  it  becomes  obvious 
that  it  can  never  have  obtained 
with  regard  to  efficient  offices, 
without  confiderable  rifle  of  ulti¬ 
mately  producing  the  effeCt  of  con¬ 
verting  them,  fo  far  as  refpeCts  the 
principals,  into  fmecures,  or  into 
offices  to  be  executed  wholly  by 
deputy. — The  chief  objections  to 
this  method  of  conveying  contin¬ 
gent  intereils  are,  that  in  the  firft 
inftance  of  every  fuch  grant,  a 
diminution  mull  take  place  in  the 
permanent  prerogative,  equal  to 
the  difference  in  value  between  ex¬ 
pectancy  and  poffeffion ;  that  the 
appointment  of  fit  and  fufficient 
perfons  to  hold  offices,  is  lets  likely 
to  be  regarded  when  it  is  to  take 
■P&&  at  a  diltaat  and  uncertain 


period,  than  when  a  certain  noto¬ 
riety  attaches  upon  the  manner  in 
which  each  vacancy  is  filled  ;  and  it 
can  hardly  be  difp.uted  that  inca¬ 
pacity  from  age,  fex,  or  natural 
dilability,  may  be  difregarded,  in 
the  former  cafe,  which  could  not 
be  tolerated  in  the  latter.  It  may 
be  further  urged,  that  anticipations 
of  this  fort  tend  to  perpetuate  in¬ 
efficient  places,  and  to  render  any 
alterations  and.  regulations  lefs 
effe&ual,  and  more  dillant,  which 
the  vvifdom  of  parliament  may 
think  fit  to  adopt  with  regard  to 
them.  Cn  the  other  hand,  rever. 
fionary  grants  may  be  defended  as 
a  cheap  and  economical  mode  of 
conferring  favours,  of  paying  fer- 
vices  by  expectation,  rather  than 
by  aCtual  office  or  penfion  j  and  of 
enabling  the  crown  to  draw  diltin- 
guilhed  talents  and  eminent  cha¬ 
racters  into  the  public  employ, 
who,  without  fome  profpeCt  of 
permanent  provifion  for  their  fa¬ 
milies,  might  be  unwilling  to  give 
up  their  time  and  labour,  and. 
above  all  their  profeffional  emo¬ 
luments,  upon  the  hazard  of  the 
Ihort  and  uncertain  duration  of 
two  things,  fo  precarious  in  their 
nature,  as  office  and  life. — It  mull 
be  admitted,  that  the  prerogative 
will  be  abridged  during  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  power  of  making  fuch 
grants,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  va* 
lue  of  the  reverfionary  right  in 
thefe  particular  offices  ;  and  no  far¬ 
ther. — It  is  alfo  contended,  that 
grants  of  this  fort  have  neither 
been  carried  to  excefs,  nor  become 
chargeable  with  aCtual  abufe. — ■ 
With  the  view  of  fairly  Hating  this 
part  of  the  cafe,  your  committee 
proceed  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the 
extent  and  amount  of  all  fublilting 
reverfions,  fome  of  which  will  be 

found 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


526* 

found  to  come  diftindly  within 
the  ciafs  of  thofe  offices  which  they 
recommend  to  be  regulated  or  fup- 
preffed  ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
remainder,  they  fee  no  caufe  to 
depart  from  their  opinion,  which 
was  reported  to,  and  adopted  una- 
aimouily  by  the  hou^e,  on  the  24th 
March  1807,  thinking  it  fafer  to 
invigorate  and  reftore  to  an  entire 
ftate  this  branch  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  than  to  allow  that  it  fhould 
continue  encumbered  by  any  fuch 
anticipations.  The  right  of  the 
crown  over  its  own  demefne  lands 
was  formerly  as  complete  as  its 
power  of  conferring  offices  ;  and 

vet  the  ufe  which  was  made  of  that 
* 

part  of  its  prerogative,  occafioned 
parliament  Frequently  to  interpofe  ; 
and  particularly  after  the  crown 
had  been  greatly  impoverifhed,  an 
adi  palled,  whereby  all  future 
grants,  for  any  longer  term  than 
31  years,  were  declared  void. — 
The  misfortune  is,  as  Mr.  Juftice 
Blackftone  remarks,  that  the  ad 
was  made  too  late,  after  every  va¬ 
luable  poffelfion  of  the  crown  had 
been  granted  away  for  ever,  or 
elfe  upon  very  long  leafes.  It 
muft  not  be  paffed  altogether 
without  notice,  that  reverfionary 
grants  have,  in  fome  inftances, 
been  applied  to  penfions  on  the 
civil  lift;  and  it  is  eafy  to  fee  to 
what  an  extent  fuch  a  pradice 
might  be  carried,  and  how  en¬ 
tirely  it  might  exhauft  the  future 
means  of  beftowing  the  royal 
bounty,  even  upon  the  moft  de- 
ferving  objeds.  Appendix,  Nos. 

77  to  79- 

Upon  the  more  general  qeeftion 
relating  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  as  conceded  with,  and  af- 
feded  by,  the  propofed  arrange¬ 
ments,  your  committee  proceed  to 


fubmit  their  fentiments  to  the 
judgment  of  the  houfe,  trufting 
that  the  fame  difpofition  which 
has  fo  often  been  manifefted  by 
parliament,  will  never  be  wanting 
to  corred  the  growth  of  fuch 
abufes  as  the  lapfe  of  time  or  al~ 
terations  in  the  mode  of  tranfad- 
ing  bufinefs,  may  have  impercep¬ 
tibly  introduced  into  any  of  the 
departments  of  executive  govern¬ 
ment.— The  civil  lift  in  1782,  the 
ads  for  abolifhing  certain  offices 
in  the  years  1798,  and  1807,  t^iat 
already  referred  to  of  the  prefent 
feftion,  and  many  orhers,  afford 
abundant  examples  of  temperate 
and  judicious  retrenchment ;  nor 
could  the  beneficial  objeds,  pro¬ 
pofed  by  the  inftitution  of  the 
committee  of  finance  in  1797,  have 
been  attained,  nor  can  thofe  for 
which  your  prefent  committee  was 
appointed,  be  expeded,  without 
interfering,  in  fome  degree,  with 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 
crown. — The  fubjeds  which  are 
detailed  in  this  report,  have  been 
fpecificallye  brought  under  confi- 
deration  by  the  diredion  of  the 
houfe  ;  in  obedience  to  which  ^ 
your  committee  now  prefent  them,' 
in  the  full  perfuafion  that  the  re¬ 
forms,  which  they  venture  to  re¬ 
commend,  may  be  made  without 
detriment  to  the  public  ferviee,v 
and  with  advantage  to  the  public 
revenue.  No  offices  of  any  de- 
fcription  were  originally  created 
for  the  mere  purpofe  of  giving 
lucrative  appointments  into  the 
difpofal  of  the  crown  ;  the  fad  is, 
that  duties  were  formerly  attached^ 
to  many  places,  which  a  different 
manner  of  tranfading  bufinefs,  or 
accidental  alterations,  have  long 
rendered  fmecures ;  and  therefore 
the  patronage  of  the  crown  has,  in 

fome 
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the  patronage  of  the  crown  has,  in 
fome  cafes,  been  unintentionally 
increafed,  by  transferring  to  new 
offices  the  buflnefs  of  the  old  ones, 
without  abolifhing  the  latter,  or 
the  falaries  attached  to  them. 

Under  the  words  direfling  (  the 

*  names  and  defcriptions  of  the  per- 
‘  fons  to  be  reported,  by  whom,  and 
(  in  truft  for  whom,  all  offices,  pen- 
f  fions,  and  emoluments,  payable 
1  out  of  funds  applicable  to  the  pub- 

*  lie  fer vice,  are  held,*  your  com¬ 
mittee  conceive  that  the  houfe  may 
be  defirous  to  fee  at  one  view, 
which  of  thefe  are  poflefted  by 
thei-  'own  members  ;  and  the  fub- 
joined  lift  gives  the  names  of  all 
thofe  who  appear  fo  deferibed, 
upon  a  careful  infpeflion  of  the 
returns.  (See  below.)— -A  more 
complete  catalogue  is  alfo  given  of 
every  office  from  which  returns 
have  been  required,  than  it  was 
poffible  to  make  out  before  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  feffiori,  diftin- 
guiftiing  thofe  from  which  none 
have  been  yet  received  :  the  pre- 
fent  report,  therefore,  is  intended 
to  be  fubftituted  for  that  which 
was  prefented  in  Auguft  1807,  and 
intitled  ‘  the  third.’  Nos.  81,  82, 
S3. — Your  committee,  having  fe- 
leCted  fuch  parts  of  the  papers  be¬ 
fore  them  as  are  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fubjeCt  of  this  re¬ 
port,  have  only  to  lay  before  the 
houfe  the  remaining  mafs  of  in¬ 
formation  which  has  been  collected 
in  confequence  of  their  precepts, 
confifting  chiefly  of  all  the  civil 
and  judicial  eftublifhments  of  the 
united  kingdom  ;  many  of  which 
have  been  already  printed  in  the 
reports  from  the  committee  of 
finance,  without  having  received 
any  material  alterations  fince  that 
period,  which  have  not  been  no¬ 


ticed  in  the  returns  of  increafeand 
diminution  of  offices,  prefented 
from  time  to  time  to  the  houfe. 


Extract  from  the  Appendix, 
(No.  80.) 

Lift  of  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  holding  Offices t  &c. 

f with  the  Annual  Value  of  fuch 

Offices* 

Admiralty  : — Lords  commiffion- 
ers, — Vice.Adm.  Sir  R.  Bicker- 
ton,  i,oool.  ;  Captain  W.  J.  Hope, 
i,oool  Robt.  Ward,  i,oool ; 
Vifcount  Palmerfton,  i,oool; 
James  Buller,  i,oool. ;  Hon.  W, 
W.  Pole,  Secretary,  4,oool.,  fub- 
jeCt  to  a  deduction  of  \  daring 
peace. — Alfo  fecretary  to  the  com- 
miflioners  of  charity  for  poor  wi¬ 
dows,  160I. 

Alienation  Office  : — Receiver- 
General,—  Right  Hon.  Geo.  Can¬ 
ning,  4.8  2 1.  f  Vide  infra,) 

Auditor  of  the  Land. revenue  for 
Wales,  Thos.  Johnes;  Lord-lieute¬ 
nant  of  Cardiganfhire,  and  fteward 
of  feveral  manors  and  lordfhips  be* 
longing  to  the  crown  in  that  coun¬ 
ty,  1,5051. 

LordChamberlain’sOffice : — Se¬ 
cretary, — J. Calvert ;  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  1,3891. 

Clerk  of  the  Parliaments, — re- 
verflon  vefted  in  Geo.  Henry  Rofe, 
3,2781.  ( Vide  infra.) 

Exchequer,  teller  of, — Hon  W, 
F.  E.  Eden,  2,7001. 

Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
—vifcount  Fitzharris,  for  life, 

>>379'* 

Groom  of  the  bedchamber  to  his 
Majefty, — Hon.  Edw.  Finch. 

India  Board,  officers  of  the, — - 
receiving  falary  from  the  Eaft-lndia 
#  S  Company 


Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  See.ies. 


258  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  ISO'S. 


Company  only  :  Right  Hon.  Ro¬ 
bert  Dundas  (Vide infra ./Lor<\  Lo¬ 
yal  ne  ;  Right  Hon.  Thos.  Wal¬ 
lace  ;  Geo.  Johnftone  is  alfo  a  com- 
miffioner,  but  receives  no  falary. 
Secretary, —  Geo.Holford  ;  paid  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company. 

King’s  printer, — Andrew  Stra- 
an  ;  by  patent,  tor  30  years,,  from 
2  ifl  Jan.  1800.  No  falary  an¬ 
nexed  to  this  office  ;  which  is  paid 
for  the  work  done  as  printer. 

Mailer  of  the  Horfe  : — office  of 
firft  equerry,- — Robert  Manners, 
736I. 

Mint  t—clerk  of  the  irons  and 
meltings,— Right  Hon.  Spencer 
Perceval,  114I.  (Vide  infra.) 

Navy  Office  : — Comptroller,. — 
Sir  Tho.  B.  Thcmpfon,  2,000k— 
.And  a  penlion  of  500k  on  account 
of  wounds  in  fervice. 

Navy  Pay  Office  :■ — Right  Hon. 
G.  Rofe, — Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
4,3241;  clerk  of  the  parliaments, 
3,278;  and  keeper  of  the  records 
in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer, 
400k 

Ordnance  ;  clerk,  Hon.  C. 
Alhley  Cooper,  1,958! ;  ftore- 
keeper, — M.  Singleton,  1,799!; 
treafurer, — jo.  Hunt,  62 e)  ;  and 
a  penfion  paid  out  of  the  fale  of 
old  naval  llores,  500k  Clerk  of 
the  deliveries, —  Tho.  Thoroton, 
1,243k 

Pay  Cffice  : — joint-paymafters, 
Right  Hon.  C.  Long,  2,000!  ;  and 
a  penfion  of  1,500k  fufpended 
on  holding  any  office  exceeding 
2, cook—  Ri  'ht  Hon.  Lord  C. 
Henry  Somerfet,  -2,000k — Joint 
deputy  paymafier,- — LordR.  Edw. 
H.  Somerfet,  500k 

Privy  Seal  ‘.—principal  clerk, — 
James  Macdonald,  3 5 81  ;  appoint¬ 
ed  dy  the  lord  privy  feal,  for  life. 

Pqpham,  Sir  Home  Riggs,  pen¬ 


fion,  and  after  his  death  to  wife 
500I. 

Secretary  of  State,  foreign  de¬ 
partment, — Right  Hon.  G.  Can¬ 
ning  6,000k  (Vide  fupra.) 

Ditto,  war  department,— Lord 
Vifc.  Calllereagh,  6, cook 

Under  Secretary  of  State, — bri¬ 
gadier-general  Hon.  C.  Stewart, 
2,000k 

Ditto,  home-department, — Hon. 
Cecil  Cope  Jenkinfon,  2,052k 

Lord  ffieward’s  office  : — treafu¬ 
rer  of  the  houfehold, — Vifc.  Stop- 
ford,  1, 200k  Comptroller  of  the 
houfehold, —  Lord  Geo.  Thynne, 
1, 200k 

Treafury  : — Right  Hon.  Spen¬ 
cer  Perceval,  1,600k  (Vide  fupra 
et  infra.)  And  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancailer,  4,525k — Hon. 
W.  Brodrick,  1,600k,  and  penfion 
of  1, 200k  of  which  600k  is  fuf¬ 
pended. — Hon.  W.  Elliot,  j,6oo. 
— W.  Sturges  Bourne,  1,600k 

Secretaries  :  — •  W.  Hulkiffon, 
4,gco1,  and  colonial  agent  for 
Ceylon,  700k  penfion  of  i,20ol. 
for  life,  fufpended.— Hon  H.  Wel~ 
lefley,  4,000k 

Vice-chamberlain  to  his  Majef- 
ty,  —  Right  Hon.  Lord  John 
Thynne. — Ditto  to  her  Majeffiy, 
Edw.  Diibrowe. 

War-office  : — fecretary  at  war, 
— Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Pulteney, 
Bart.  2,480k 

Clerk  of  the  fupreme  court,  Ja¬ 
maica, — Right  Hon.  Sir  Evan  Ne¬ 
pean,  Bart. 

Secretary  and  clerk  of  the  inrol- 
ments,  Jamaica, — Hon.  Charles 
W.  Wyndham, 

Provoft-marlhal,  Barbadoes, — - 
Thomas  Carter. 

Members  of  the  Hcufe  holding  Of. 

fees  in  Courts  oj  (f  if  ice. 
Attorney  -  general,  —  Sir  V. 

Gibbs. 
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Gibbs.  No  return  of  annual 
value. 

Clerk  of  the  declarations,  king’s 
bench,  187b — Held  in  truft  for 
W.  Lee  Antonie,  by  grant  from 
W.  Lee,  formerly  chief  clerk. 

Chancellor  of  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer, —  Right  Hon.  Spencer 
Perceval,  2,6051.  (Vide  fupra.) 

Clerk  of  the  juries,  common 
pleas, — Sir  Thomas  Turton,  Bart. 
96I. 

Matter  of  the  rolls, — •  Right 
Hon.  Sir  W.  Grant,  4,603b 

Matter  in  chancery,  J.  Simeon, 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
for  life,  2,149. —  Ditto  Edward 
Morris,  2,0831. 

Lord  treafurer’s  remembrancer, 
— Snowdon  Barne,  340L 

Surveyor  of  green  wax, — Vifc. 
Mahon,  260I.  And  keeper  of 
records  in  Birmingham  tower. 
(  Vide  infra.) 

Judge  of  the  confittory  court, 

• — Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  Scott,  170I. 
— vicar-general,  and  matter  of  the 
faculties ;  alfo  committary  and  of¬ 
ficial  of  Canterbury.  And,  judge 
of  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
b;  5  2  4^  * 

Judge-advocate  general, — Right 
Hon.  R.  Ryder,  2,500b  —  And 
joint  regiftrar  of  the  confittory 
court,  1  Bob 

Chief- juftice  in  eyre,  S.  of 
Trent, — Right  Hon. T.  Grenville, 
2,3161. — Ditto  N.  of  Trent,— 
Right  Hon.  J.  C.  Villers,  2,250b 

Judge  of  great  feffions,  Denbigh 
and  Montgomery, — Fra.  Burton, 
850b 

King’s  advocate-general, —  Sir 
John  Nicholh  No  return  of  an¬ 
nual  value. — Salary,  20b 

King’s  profefi'or  of  civil  law, 
Oxford,  for  life, —  Dr,  French 
Laurence,  147  b 


Prerogative  court, Charles  Moore, 
joint  regifter,  3,670b — And  prin¬ 
cipal  regiftrar  of  the  faculty  office, 
440I  \  appointed  by  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury. 

Judge  of  great  feflions,  Merion¬ 
eth,  Caernarvon,  and  Anglefey, — • 
Hugh  Leycefter,  770b 

Solicitor- general,— Sir  Thomas 
Piumer.—  And  juftice  of  great  feR 
lions  for  Merioneth,  Caernarvon, 
and  Anglefea,  750I.— And  king's 
ferjeant,  duchy  of  Lancafter. 

Members  of  the  Houfe  holding  Of* 
fees  in  Scotland . 

Keeper  of  the  lignet, —  Right 
Hon.  Rob.  Dundas,  2,069b 

King’s  remembrancer,  court  of 
exchequer, — Sir  P.  Murray,  Bart. 
500b 

Prefenter  of  fignatures,  court  o 
exchequer, —  Sir  James  Montgo¬ 
mery,  789b 

Lord  advocate,  — ■  Archibald 
Colquhoun,  1,500b 

Solicitor-general,— David  Boyle, 
600b 

Members  of  the  Houfe  holding  Of 
fees ,  in  Ireland . 

Treafury  Right  Hon.  J* 
Fofter,  3,101b — Annuity  for  life, 
by  Irifh  aft,  40  Geo.  III.  3,0381. 
— — Sir  G.  F.  Hill,  1,200b — An¬ 
nuity,  by  faid  a&,  of  2,2651; 
and  recorder  of  Londonderry,  60b 
—  [.Barry,  1,200b — C.  Vereker, 
1,200b  —  Hon.  T.  H.  Fofter, 
1,200b — Secretary  to  chancellor, 
— J.  Leftie  Fofter,  433b 

Chief  fecretaryj — Right  Hon. 
Sir  Arthur  Welielke^,  K.  B. 
6,566b 

Mufter-mafter-general,  jointly 
with  Marquis  of  Drogheda, — W! 
Bagwell;  falary  4, 107I,  fees  iuf- 
pended,  641b 

*  S  2  Vicar* 
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Vicar-general,  Armagh,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  primate,  for  life, — Pair. 
D  uiguenan,  LL.  D.  ioSl  ;  and 
judge  of  the  prerogative  court. 

Confiftory-courr,  Dublin  : — of¬ 
ficial  chancellor,  See. — Patr.  Dui- 
guenan,  L  L  D.  3 49I .  Appointed 
by  archbilhop  of  Dublin,  for  life. 

Keeper  of  records  in  Birming¬ 
ham  tower,  by  patent,  for  life, — 
Vifc.  Mahon,  4 3  1 1 5  and  furveyor 
of  green  wax.  (  Vide  fupra.) 

Prothonotary*  s  office:  —  Lord 
Robert  Seymour, — joint-keeper  of 
the  writs.  Sec.  for  life,  by  patent, 
12,5111. 

Crown-office  :  —  Lord  Robert 
Seymour,  —  Ditto,  jointly  with 
Lord  H.  Seymour,  427I. 

Filazer’s-cffice:  —  Lord  Robert 
Seymour, — Ditto,  1,105k 

Keeper  of  the  fignet,- — Right 
Hon.  C.  Abbot,  fpeaker,  1,500k 
Quarter- mailer -general, — Brig. 
Gen.  W.  H.  Clinton,  2,507k 
Chief  remembrancer,  court  of 
exchequer,— Hon.  \V.  W.  Pole, 
jointly  writh  Marquis  Weilelley, 
4,2-ot1  ;  and  fee.  to  the  admiral¬ 
ty .  (  V ide  fupra .) 

Teller  of  the  exchequer,-— R. 
Neville,  2,195k 

Right  lion.  Geo.  Ponfonby,  as 
late  lord  high-chancellor,  penfion 
of,  4,000k 

One  of  the  joint  folicitors  in 
Great  Britain,  — -  W.  Fremantle, 

39'1- 

Tr  at  flat  ion  of  the  Chop  which  the 
Tfontoe  of  Canton  addreffi-d  to  the 
Senior  Commander,  Captains,  Of¬ 


ficers ,  Petty  Officers ,  and  others f 
belonging  to  the  Engljh  Ships  ai 
the  Port  of  Whampoa* ,  and  which 
was  delivered  to  the  faid  Seni¬ 
or  Commander ,  Captain  Miliiken. 
Craig  of  the  Elphinflone ,  by  the 
Mandarins ,  deputed  by  the  "Tf on- 
toe,  under  a  Canopy  of  Stale,  fur- 
■  rounded  by  Chinefe  Guards  under 
arms,  ere  died  for  the  occafion  on 
French  J Jlcmd,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill , 
having  a  Chinefe  Camp  on  each 
fide  on  hills  each  about  one  mile 
dijlant ,  and  all  in  view  from  the 
Van  Ships  of  the  Hon.  Company  S 
fleet,  moored  in  Line  of  Battle 
within  Gun-fhot. 

I,  the  Mandarin  Vu,  by  favour 
of  my  prince,  tfontoe  of  the  two 
provinces  ot  Ouang-tong  and 
Ouang-fi,  member  of  the  tribunal 
of  war.  See.  dircdl  this  letter  to 
the  captains,  officers,  paffengers, 
and  others  belonging  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  fhips,  to  warn  you,  that  being 
certain  that  your  bad  kingdom  is 
iituated  on  an  if  and  of  the  fea, 
and  that  you  originally  employed 
yourfelves  in  making  watches  to 
'enable  you  to  pay  your  taxes;  af¬ 
terwards,  by  the  efpecial  and  pro¬ 
found  goodnefs  of  our  great  empe¬ 
ror,  who  was  defirous  of  benefiting 
you,  he  granted  you  permiffion  to 
come  to  this  empire  to  trade.  Be¬ 
hold  what  exalted  and  profound 
virtue  belong  to  him ! ! !  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  admiral  of  your 
kingdom,  regardlefs  of  the  laws, 
has  brought  here  for  the  firlt  time 
foreign  foldiers,  and  without  leave 


*  In  Nov.  and  Dec.  1808,  there  were  at  Whampoa  13  of  the  hon.  company’s  (hips, 
each  ot  1200  tons,  and  one  ol  8co  tons,  the  commodore,  capt.  M.  Craig,  of  the  Elphin¬ 
flone  j  the  tonnage  16,4°°  tons;  mounting  491  guns,  and  carrying  2080  men;  there 
were  alio  17,350  tons  of  country  fhips,  mounting  228  guns,  and  carrying  2075  men. 
The  cttirnaled  value  ot  thefe  fhipping  and  their  cargoes,  was  upwards  of  6  millions 
fielding,  and  the  Chineie  in  Canton  were  in  poffeffion  of  as  ranch  more  property  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Kail  India  Company  and  Britilh  fubjefts. 


intro- 
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'introduced  them  into  Maeoa,  and 
your  chief  fupra-cargo  uniting  with 
him,  they  are,  with  one  accord, 
making  difturbances.  This  being 
the  cafe,  1  informed  the  emperor, 
from  whom  I  have  juft  received  a 
decree,  in  virtue  of  which  I  again 
fend  mandarins  deputed  to  inform 
them,  that  if  they  perfift  in  retain¬ 
ing  the  foldiers,  a  great  many  troops 
fhail  be  immediately  difpatched  to 
deftroy  and  extinguifh  them,  and 
to  terminate  this  bufincfs,  for  the 
confequences  of  which  the  admiral 
and  chief  fupra-cargo  will  be  re- 
fponfible,  but  you  captains,  offi¬ 
cers,  paffengers,  and  others,  people 
ot  the  fhips,  fhail  be  free  from  all 
refponfibility,  if  you  remain  qui¬ 
etly  in  the  obfervance  of  the  laws  ; 
and  after  the  foldiers  of  your  na¬ 
tion  fhail  be  entirely  withdrawn,  I 
fhail  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  the 
emperor,  praying  him  to  have  the 
goodnefs  to  permit  you  to  carry  on 
your  trade  as  formerly.  But  if 
you,  giving  ear  to  and  obeying  the 
admiral  and  chief  fupra-cargo, 
unite  yourfelves  to  them  to  create 
difturbances,  when  afterwards  our 
innumerable  foldiers  fhail  arrive, 
who  fhail  deftroy  and  burn  you, 
even  if  you  are  as  hard  as  ftone  or 
jafper,  I  fhail  then  not  be  able  to 
ufe-  you  with  any  indulgence  nor 
free  you  from  the  net  of  the  law  in 
which  you  will  be  enfnared;  and  in 
order  that  you  may  be  obedient  and 
difereet,  I  diretft  this  chop  to  you. 
In  the  13th  year  of  the  Emperor 
Kia  King,  on  the  17th  day  of  the 
10th  Moon,  (3d  Dec.  1808.) 

Memorandum, — Received,  on  the 
4th  December,  1808,  from  the 
hands  of  the  mandarins  delegated  by 
thetfontoe,  who  were,  the  military 
brigadier  mandarin  Chang,  and 


the  quangchou-foo  (governor  of 
the  city  of  Canton)  Fu. 


Anfiver  to  the  jore going. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  of 

Ouang.tong  and  Quang-fi. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

WE  the  underfigned,  comman¬ 
ders  of  the  Hon.  Englifh  Eaft- India 
Company’s  fhips  at  Whampoa,  for 
ourfelves,  our  officers,  and  our 
men,  have  the  exalted  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
excellency’s  mo  ft  gracious  letter, 
delivered  to  us  on  French  Illand, 
on  the  4th  Dec.  1808,  by  the  two 
mandarins,  whom  we  are  informed 
it  was  your  condefcending  pleafure 
to  fend  for  that  purpofe. 

Our  objeft  in  vifiting  this  coun¬ 
try  is  purely  commerce,  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  the  fame  manner  that  friend¬ 
ly  and  ufernl  intercourfe  which  has 
exifted  for  centuries,  and  now  be¬ 
come,  from  its  magnitude,  of  the 
very  firft  importance  to  both  our 
vaft  empires. 

We  are  taught  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  that  obedience  to  our  laws  is 
the  firft  eifential  to  the  well-being 
of  the  ftate ;  the  fame  principle 
muft  apply  to  all  countries,  and 
we  are  therefore  ordered,  and 
endeavour,  to  venerate  and  obey 
yours;  but  fuch  is  the  nature  of 
our  own  laws  and  conftitution,  that 
we  dare  not,  even  in  a  foreign 
country,  depart  from  allegiance  to 


our  own  country,  nor  to  thofe  who 
are  dignified  with  its  moil  exalted 
reprpfen  ration. 

We  understand  that  our  admi¬ 
ral,  who  is  an  officer  of  high  rank, 
at  the  requeft  of  the  Portugueze, 
landed  fome  troops  at  Macoa,  to 
help  them  to  defend  it,  againft  at¬ 
tacks  from  the  French,  This 

wi«ked 
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wicked  nation,  everfmce  they  mur¬ 
dered  their  fovereign,  have  waged 
war  upon  all  nations  within  their 
reach,  and  we  underfland  are  now 
marching  by  land  to  make  war 
upon  the  celeftial  empire,  as  the 
Britifh  navy  prevent  them  by  Tea. 

We,  of  courfe,  wifti  to  have  no 
concern  with  any  difturbanees  in 
the  celeftial  empire,  and  we  there¬ 
fore  moft  humbly  implore  your  ex¬ 
cellency  to  order  the  trade  to  be 
opened,  that  we  may  thereby  find 
employment  in  the  quiet  habits  of 
induftry,  which  we  conceive  would 
prevent  our  fervices  being  required 
for  other  purpofes,  but  which,  if 
called  for  our  laws  and  our  honour, 
would  compel  us  to  obey,  whatever 
might  be  the  confequences. 

With  fentiments  of  the  moft 
profound  veneration,  and  prayers 
for  your  excellency's  welfare,  we 
beg  leave  tofubfcribe  our  names. 

Hon.  Company' s  Ship  Elphinfionc  t 
Whampoa ,  y/A  Dec,  1808. 

(-Signed)  M,  Craig,  Sen.  Officer, 
C.  E.  Prescott, 

Wm.  Moffat, 

H.  Meriton, 

J.  Locke, 

Wm.  Dunsford, 

R.  H.  Brown, 

J.  J.  Williamson, 

C.  B.  Gribble, 

Luke  Dodds, 

F.  Armitage,  (Chief 
Officer)  for  W.  A. 
Montague, 

J.  Strachan  (Chief Of¬ 
ficer)  for  Rich.  Neb- 
bitt, 

J.  Lochner, 

Wm.  Patterson. 

The  Tf on  toe's  Reply . 

I,  Tfontoe,  &c,  in  reply  to 


yourletter,  have  to  inform  you  that 
I  firft  thought  that  you,  like  your 
merchants,  came  to  carry  on  trade, 
and  that  you  would  nor  have  joined 
with  your  fuper.iors,  1  mean  the 
admiral  and  chief,  to  make  difor- 
ders.  Under  this  idea  I  fent  you 
a  chop.  But  feeing  now  that  you 
do  not  think  proper  to  alter  your 
way  of  thinking,  taking  as  a  pre¬ 
tence  the  protection  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  I  plainly  know  that  you 
have  joined  your  opinions  with 
thole  of  the  above  fuperiors  re¬ 
maining  in  the  fame  vain  hope.  I, 
the  Tfontoe,  have  repeatedly  fent 
my  chops  declaring  that  as  long  as 
there  remained  a  fingle  foldier  at 
Macoa,  and  you  would  not  obey 
my  orders,  I  abfolutely  will  not 
confent  to  your  continuing  to  car¬ 
ry  on  your  trade.  If  you  do  not 
wifh  to  trade,  you  may  take  away 
your  (hips  as  you  think  proper ; 
but  if  you  are  defirous  of  purfuing 
your  mercantile  negociations,  it  is 
necefiary  to  remain  peaceable  and 
to  obey  the  laws,  relying  with  cer¬ 
tainty  that  after  your  troops  fhall 
have  entirely  evacuated  Macoa, that 
your  trade  (hall  be  granted  you  as 
formerly  :  as  your  letter  declares 
that  you  muft  of  courfe  obey  the 
laws  of  the  imperial  dynafty,  this 
(hews  that  you  have  refpefl  and 
veneration  for  them,  therefore,  I 
have  directed  to  you  this  chop  with 
all  the  efficacy  poffible,  to  open 
yet  a  way  for  you  :  but  after  this 
difpatch,  if  your  admiral  and  you 
all  will  not  change  your  fentiments, 
and  fend  any  more  letters,  I  have 
given  orders  that  they  fhall  not  be 
received. 

In  the  13th  year  of  Kia  King, 
2 1  ft  day  of  the  10th  Moon,  (yth 
Dec.  1808.)  Received  9th 
Dec*  1808, 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 

OF 

CHRISTENINGS  AND  BURIALS, 

From  December  15,  1807,  to  December  13,  1808® 


Chriftened 


Males ......  10,189  7  In  all, 

Females  •••  •  -9717^  1 9,900 


Buried  I  Males  ••••*•  10,228  7  In  al!s 
4  Females  •  •••  9726319,954 


Whereof  have  died  under .  2  years  -  •  •  -6075 


between  2  and  5 . 2466 

5  and  10  847 

10  and  20 .  643 

20  and  30 . 1200 

30  and  40 . 1792 

40  and  50 . 1971 


50  and  6o- .....  1 690 

60  and  70- -  -  -  •  • 1499 

70  and  80 . 1200 

80  and  90 .  504 

90  and  loo* .....  65 

100 .  s 

102*  . . .  .  I 


Increafed  in  Burials  this  Year,  1620. 


DISEASES. 

Abortive,  and 
Still-born  •  •  462 
Abfcefs  .  49 

^ged  . 1554 

Ague  .  5 

Apoplexy  and 
Suddenly-*  ••  229 
Afthma  and 
Phthific  • .  •  *  586 

Bedridden  .  3 

Bleeding .  28 

BurftenandRup- 

ture .  26 

Cancer  .  54 

Canker  . 

Chicken  Pox  *  •  3 

Childbed. .....  172 

Colds  . .  11 

Colick,  Gripes, 

&c. .  19 

Confumption  **5220 
Convulfions*  •  •  *4164  Lunatic 
Cough  andHoop-  Mealies 


Cow  Pox  •  *  •  • 

Croup  •  *  . . 

Diabetes  . 

Drop  fy  . 

Evil-  - . 

Fevers  of  all 

kinds  . 

Fiftula- . . 

Flux  . 

Gout  . 

Gravel,  Stone, 
and  Strangury 

Grief . 

fleadmouldfhot, 
Hori'e  -  lh  oe  - 
head,  and  Wa. 
ter  in  theHead 

Jaundice . 

Jaw-locked 
Inflammation  • . 

Lethargy . 

Liver-grown  •  • 


1 

76 

2 

>7° 
8 

1168 

2 

10 

3  3' 

18 

5 


ing-Cough  ••  326|Mifcarriage 


*93 

39 

2 

765 

1 

14 

172 

386 

2 


Mortification  •  * 

Pally  . . 

Piles  ........ 

Pieurify . 

Purples  ...... 

Quinfey  ...... 

Rheumatifm  •  • 

Scurvy  . 

Small  Pox  • «  • . 
Sore  Throat*  •  •  • 
Sores  and  Ulcers 

Spal'm .  * 

St.  Yitus’sDance 
Stoppage  in  the 
Stomach  •  *  * 

Teeth . 

Thrulh  . 

Tumour . 

Worms  . 

Venereal . . 


200, 

98 

I 

*7 


7 

2 

1 169 
9 
5 
*5 
1 


12 

3*9 

48 

1 

3 

28 


CASUALTIES. 
Bit  by  a  Mad 
Cat . .  •  * 


Bit  by  Mad  Dogs 

Bruil'ed  . 

Burnt . 

Drowned . 

ExcefiiveDrink- 

^  ing . 

Found  dead .... 
Fraftured  .... 

Frighted . 

Frozen  . 

Killed  by  Falls, 
and  feveral 
other  Acci¬ 
dents  . 

Killed 
felves  • 
3oifoned  • 
Scalded  • 

Starved  • 
Suffocated 


them- 


3 

1 

5i 

*  23 

7 

17 

z 

1 

z 


Total 


77 

36 

3 

5 

z 

4 

335 


There  have  been  executed  in  the  city  of  London  and  county  of  Surrey  5;  of 
which  number  none  have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality. 

PRICES 
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*  The  quickfilver  in  the  bafon  of  the  barometer  h  8i  feet  above  the  level  uf  low  water  fpring  tides  at  Softierfet-houfe,  Magnetic  needle, 
June  1808.  Variation,  44 0  ya'3  i\ 
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Meteorological  Table  for  the  loft  twelve  months  at  Carlisle* 


Thermometer, 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

High. 

Low, 

Mean. 

High. 

Low. 

Mean. 

Inches 

January . 

5° 

17 

37*4 

30,50 

28,74 

29,704 

2,10 

February  •  • • • 

52 

24 

37* 

3°, 86 

29,20 

30,07 

1,57 

March . 

5  1 

27 

37,43 

30.54 

29*55 

'0,20 

,20 

April- . 

56 

25 

4r*5 1 

30,28 

28,82 

20,82 

1,20 

May  •••••••• 

73 

.  47 

55>4 

30,33 

29,44 

29,86 

2,86 

fune . 

76 

48 

59* 

30*34 

29,60 

29.96 

,82 

I“iy . 

84 

46 

64, 

30,23 

29,60 

29,951 

3.90 

Auguft . 

7i 

40 

61,2 

30,27 

29.37 

29,838 

4,48 

September 

67 

30 

53.93* 

30,36 

29,38 

29.842 

1.84 

Odfobet*  •••» 

58 

31 

4-*92 

30,41 

28,77 

29,632 

3- 95 

November 

57 

25 

41*46 

30,40 

28,^6 

29.82 

3.o6 

December*  •  •  • 

53 

17 

36,53 

30,35 

28,93 

29,804 

1, 58 

'  Annu 

al  Me 

m. 

47*4 

Annual  Mean. 

29.S75 

27,86 
Total . 

In  the  neighbourhood  ©f  London,  the  greateft  cold  was  on  January  22;  and  the 
greateft  heat,  July  14;  and  of  the  366  days,  162  were  reckoned  very  brilliant ;  on 
1 19,  there  was  rain,  in  lefs  or  greater  quantities;  and  on  18,  there  was  fnow  or  hail. 
The  wind  has  blown  from  N.  NW.  and  NE.  147  ;  from  S.  S W.  SE.  113  ;  from  the 
W.  52,  and  from  the  E.  54. 

At  Carlifle,  there  was  falling  weather,  or  rain,  fnow,  &c.  202  days,  and  the  wind 
was  W.  SW.  S.  SE.  190,  and  E.  NE.  NVVh  176. 

Average  fate  of  the  Atmofphere  for  feven  years,  near  London* 


Years. 

Average  height 
of  the  Baro¬ 
meter 

Average  height 
of  the  Ther¬ 
mometer. 

Depth  of  rain 
in  inches. 

1802 

29,766 

50*38 

2  3*35 

1803 

29,778 

50,31 

26,39 

1804 

29,873 

50*65 

34,00 

1805 

29,864 

48,00 

25,00 

1806 

29,815 

5D77 

42,00 

1807 

29,746 

51,66 

26,00 

1808 

29,724 

50,60 

30,55 

Average  for 
feven  years. 

29,786 

50,48 

29,613 

The  mean  fate  of  the  Thermometer  and  Barometer >  and  the  quantity  of  rain 

for  the  loft  eight  years  at  Carlisle. 


Thermometer 
annual  mean. 

Barometer  an¬ 
nual  mean 
inches. 

Barometer 
annual  range 
inches. 

Ram,  annual 
quantity  of 
inches. 

1801 

48,3 

29,796 

1,78 

31,466 

1802 

47*54 

29,817 

1,89 

28,504 

1803 

47,456 

29,895 

2,10 

27,52 

1804 

48,656 

29,862 

2,02 

35*845 

1805 

47,965 

29,859 

2,20 

26,355 

1806 

48,944 

29,770 

2,29 

3X>54 

1807 

46,464 

29,8x9 

2,04 

27*75 

!  1S08 

47*4 

29,875 

2,12 

27,86 

Mean  for  the 
whole  8  years. 

47,8406 

29,836 

2,055 

29,605 
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An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paidy  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  the  Year  ended  the  $th  of 
January,  1809. 


EXPORTED* 


ENGLAND. 

Quantities. 

Foreign. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  »  - 

- 

- 

i327 

j87s 

Rye  -  .  - 

* 

- 

377 

265 

Barley  -  . 

- 

- 

1924 

687 

Oats  - 

- 

- 

17738 

1 1 1 8 

Beans 

- 

- 

5859 

540 

Peafe  - 

•• 

- 

s;°6 

Malt  -  -  - 

- 

6312 

.1180 

Indian  Corn  - 

m 

210 

r 

cwt.  qrs. 

cwt.  qrs. 

Wheat  Flour 

- 

- 

I92518  3 

40172  I 

Rye  Meal  - 

- 

- 

215 

85 

Barley  Meal 

- 

- 

IOOO 

Oatmeal  - 

- 

6979  2 

Gritts  -  - 

- 

- 

305  2 

_ 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  -  - 

1288 

•> 

Rye  - 

- 

- 

250 

3014 

Barley  - 

- 

- 

184 

Oats  - 

- 

- 

2403 

Beans  -  - 

. 

- 

119 

Peafe  -  - 

- 

- 

49 

* 

1 

Gritts  -  - 

. 

- 

'  2 

1 

L 

cwt.  qrs. 

cwt.  qrs. 

r 

Barley  Hulled 

CBB 

- 

539  3 

Barley  Meal 

• 

- 

206  2 

Oatmeal  - 

m. 

- 

'5°3  3 

Wheat  Flour 

m 

7539 

152  I  2 

• 

Bifcuit  -  - 

- 

- 

2302 

3 

1 

Indian  Corn 

- 

997  2 

J 

Bounties  and 
Drawbacks* 


Nil. 


Bounties. 

£>•  s‘ 

107  10 
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IMPORTED. 


ENGLAND. 

Wheat  - 
Rye  -  -  -  _ 

Barley  - 
Oats  -  -  -  - 

Beans  - 
Peas  -  . -  „ 

Indian  Corn  - 

Wheat  Flour 
Rye  Meal 
Barley  Meal 

Oatmeal  - 


Quantiti  es. 
Quarters. 
69363 
2251 
19812 
297523 
10527 
1 1 690 
4100 
cwt.  qrs. 

21796  I 


Duties. 


^  3$“.  S» 

^3631  II 


3 

542 

Bolls. 

12520 


j 


d. 

7 


Bounties* 


£.  s.  d. 
4404  2  9 


SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  - 

Rye  -  -  -  - 

Barley  -  -y  -  - 

Oats  -  -  -  - 

Beans  -  -  -  - 

Peas  ------ 

Barley  Meal  -  - 

Bear  or  Big  - 
Indian  Corn  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Barley  Meal  -  - 

Oatmeal  -  »  »  -1 


5851 

2919 

11363 

173960 
2 1 1 
1 19 1 
2 19 
889 

206 
cwt.  qrs. 

H3  3 
216  1 

Bolls. 
41655 


1 


y 

'189 


s. 

2 


d. 

7 1 
/  4 


Nil. 


The  average  Price  of  Corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Win- 

cheller  Eulhel,  for  the  Year  1808. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peas, 

Oatmeal, 

sa  d . 

s .  d* 

S .  dm 

r.  d. 

s.  dm 

S  • 

s.  d. 

9  I0i 

6  6\ 

5  3 

4 

7  7 

8  3 

6  1 

WILLIAM  DOWDING, 
Receiver  of  Corn  Returns. 
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Lift & ft  Public  Acts  pctffed  in  the  fecond 
SeJJion  of  the  fourth  P arliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. — 48  th  of 
George  II I, 

An  ad:  for  regulating  the  iffuing 
and  paying  off  of  exchequer  bills. 

An  ait  for  continuing  to  his  ma. 
jefty  certain  duties  on  malt,  fugar, 
tobacco,  and  fnuff,  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  on  penfions  and  offices 
in  England  ;  and  for  repealing 
fo  much  of  certain  ads  as  relate  to 
certain  duties  of  fixpence  and  one 
fhilling  refpectively  on  offices  and 
penfions,  and  for  regranting  the 
laid  duties  of  Expence  and  one  (hil¬ 
ling  refpedively,  and  the  faid  other 
duties,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1808. 

An  ad  for  empowering  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England  to  advance  the  fum  of 
three  millions,  towards  the  fupply 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 808. 

An  ad  to  authorife  the  advanc¬ 
ing,  for  the  public  fervice,  upon 
certain  conditions,  a  proportion  of 
the  balance  remaining  in  the  bank 
of  England  for  payment  of  un¬ 
claimed  dividends,  annuities,  and 
lottery  prizes ;  and  for  regulating 
the  allowances  to  be  paid  for  the 
management  of  the  national  debt. 

An  ad  for  repealing  an  ad  made 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty,  intituled,  “  An  ad  for  fuf- 
pending  the  operation  of  an  ad  of 
the  36th  year  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty,  for  the  further  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  curates  within  the 
church  of  England,  and  for  other 
purpofes  in  the  faid  act  mentioned, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  the  avoidance  of 
benefices  by  the  incumbents  there¬ 
of  having  accepted  augmented  cu¬ 
racies. 

An  ad  for  raifing  the  fum  of 
10,500,000/*  by  exchequer  bills. 


for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1  808. 

An  ad  for  permitting  the  im¬ 
portation  of  goods  from  the  Portu- 
guefe  territories  on  the  continent 
of  South  America  in  Portuguefe 
fhips. 

An  ad  to  amend  and  continue, 

j  9 

until  the  25th  of  March,  1809, 
much  of  an  ad  of  the  47  th  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty  as  allows  cer¬ 
tain  bounties  on  Britifh  plantation 
raw  fugar  exported. 

An  ad  for  fettling  and  fecuring 
a  certain  annuity  on  vifcount  Lake, 
and  the  two  next  perfoas  to  whom 
the  title  of  vifcount  Lake  fhall  de- 
fcend,  in  confideration  of  the  emi¬ 
nent  fervices  of  the  late  general 
vifcount  Lake. 

An  ad  for  making  perpetual  fe« 
veral  laws  relating  to  permitting 
the  exportation  of  tobacco  pipe 
clay  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  fugar  colonies  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  ;  the  importation  of  fait  from 
Europe  into  Quebec  in  America  ; 
and  the  prohibiting  of  foreign- 
w rough t  ft  Iks  and  velvets. 

An  ad  to  continue  feveral  laws 
relating  to  the  granting  a  bounty 
on  the  importation  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  of  hemp,  and  rough  and  un- 
drefled  flax,  from  hismajefty’s  co¬ 
lonies  in  America  ;  and  to  the 
more  effectually  encouraging  the 
manufadure  of  flax  and  cotton  in 
Great  Britain  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1810  ;  and  for  granting  a 
bounty  upon  certain  fpecies  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  and  Irifh  linens  exported  from 
Great  Britain,  and  taking  off  the 
duties  on  importation  into  Great 
Britain  of  foreign  raw  linen  yarns 
made  of  flax,  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1811. 

An  ad  for  further  continuing, 
until  three  months  after  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 

peace, 
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peace,  an  aft  made  in  the  44th 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for 
permitting  the  importation  into 
Great  Britain  of  hides  and  other 
articles  in  foreign  (hips. 

An  aft  to  prohibit,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
the  exportation  of  Jefuits’  bark  and 
cotton  wool  from  Ireland. 

An  aftt  to  extend  the  provifions 
of  an  aft,  made  in  the  45  th  year 
of  his  prefent  majefty’s  reign,  for 
preventing  the  counterfeiting  of 
certain  filver  tokens  to  certain 
other  tokens  which  may  be  iffued 
by  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland,  and  to  pro* 
mote  the  circulation  of  the  faid 
lad-mentioned  tokens. 

An  aft  to  prohibit,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
the  exportation  of  Jefuits’  bark 
from  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  to  prohibit,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
the  exportation  of  cotton  wool 
from  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  impoling,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
a  duty  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
of  the  Britifh  colonies,  exported 
from  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  making  valid  certain 
orders  in  council,  ana  warrants  of 
the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury, 
for  the  entry  and  warehoufing  of 
certain  goods  imported  in  neutral 
veffels,  and  for  indemnifying  all 
perfons  concerned  therein  ;  for  the 
remitting  of  forfeitures  in  certain 
cafes  ;  and  for  enabling  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  allow,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  hoftilities,  and  until 
two  months  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  next  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  importation  of  goods 
from  countries  from  which  the  Bri- 
tilh  flag  is  excluded,  in  any  veffels 
whatever. 


An  aft  to  grant  to  his  majefty 
certain  duties  and  taxes  in  Ireland, 
in  refpeft  of  carriages,  dogs,  fire 
hearths,  horfes,  male  fervants,  and 
windows,  in  lieu  of  former  duties 
and  taxes,  in  refpeft  of  the  like 
articles. 

An  aft  to  prevent  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  wood  to  Ireland,  before 
bond  given  for  the  due  landing 
thereof. 

An  aft  for  quitting  poffeffions 
and  confirming  defeftive  titles  in 
Ireland,  and  limiting  the  right  of 
the  crown  to  fue  in  manner  there¬ 
in  mentioned  ;  and  for  the  relief  of 
incumbents  in  refpeft  of  arrears 
due  to  the  crown  during  the  in¬ 
cumbency  of  their  predeceffors 

An  aft  for  accelerating  the  mak¬ 
ing  up,  examination,  and  audit,  of 
the  accounts  of  the  paymafter  ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majefty’s  forces. 

An  aft  to  fufpend  the  granting 
of  offices  in  reverfion,  or  for  joint 
lives  with  benefit  of  furvivorfhip, 
for  one  year  after  the  paffing  of 
this  aft,  and  from  thence  until  fix 
weeks  after  the  commencement  of 
the  then  next  feffion  of  parliament. 

An  aft  for  raifing  the  fum  of 
three  millions  of  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1808. 

An  aft  for  raifing  the  fum  of 
1,500,000/.  by  exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
year  1  808. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  duties 
of  affeffed  taxes,  and  granting  new 
duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  alfo  for 
repealing  the  ftarrip  duties  on  game 
certificates,  and  granting  new  du¬ 
ties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  aft  for  amending  the  law 
with  regard  to  the  courffi  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  indictments  and  infor¬ 
mations  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench  in  certain  cafes :  for  autho- 

rifm 
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rifing  the  execution  in  Scotland  of 
certain  warrants  iffued  for  offences 
committed  in  England  ;  and  ir 
requiring  officers  taking  bail  in 
the  king’s  fuit  to  affign  the  bail 
bonds  to  the  king. 

An  aft  for  enabling  his  majefty 
to  fettle  an  annuity  on  her  royal 
highnefs  the  duchefs  of  Brunfwick 
Wolfenbuttel. 

An  aft  for  repealing  an  aft  pa  fled 
in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  the 
i  ft,  intituled,  f<  An  aft  concern¬ 
ing  tanners,  curriers,  (hoemakers, 
and  other  artificers  occupying  the 
cutting  of  leather  and  alfo  for 
repealing  and  amending  certain 
parts  of  feveral  other  afts  of  par¬ 
liament  relating  thereto. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
an  aft  of  the  45  th  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty,  for  appointing  com- 
miffioners  to  inquire  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  conduft  of 
the  public  bufinefs  in  the  military 
departments  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  made  in 
the  46  th  year  of  his  prefent  ma¬ 
jefty,  for  enabling  his  majefty  to 
accept  the  fervices  of  volunteers 
from  the  militia  of  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  enforcing  the  refi- 
dence  of  fpiritual  perfons  on  their 
benefices  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  granting  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  on  copper  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  until  the  5th  of 
April,  1  81 1,  and  from  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of 
parliament. 

An  aft  to  provide  that  the  Bri. 
tifh  fhips  which  fhall  be  captured 
by  the  enemy,  and  fhall  afterwards 
become  the  property  of  Bricifh 
fubjefts,  (hall  not  be  intituled  to 
the  privilege  of  Britifh  fhips. 

An  aft  to  amend  fo  much  of 


two  afts  of  this  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  carrying  into  execution 
certain  orders  in  council,  as  re¬ 
lates  to  the  duties  on  goods  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  warehoufes  in 
which  they  have  been  fecured  on 
importation,  and  on  certain  prize 
goods  imported  into  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  providing  fuitable  in¬ 
terment  in  church  yards  or  paro¬ 
chial  burying  grounds  in  England 
for  fuch  dead  human  bodies  as  may 
be  caft  on  (bore  from  the  fea,  in 
cafes  of  wreck  or  otherwife. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
10,500,000/.  by  way  of  annuities. 

An  aft  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
veil  the  right  of  appointment  of 
mailer  of  the  free  fchool  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Londonderry,  in  the  biihop  of 
Derry  for  the  time  being. 

An  aft  to  regulate  the  trade 
between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  until 
the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  par« 
liament. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  rates 
and  taxes  taken  by  licenfed  hack¬ 
ney  coachmen,  and  for  eftablifhing 
others  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  for 
amending  feveral  laws  relating  to 
hackney  coaches. 

An  aft  to  reftrain  the  negocia- 
tion  of  promiftory  notes  and  in¬ 
land  bills  of  exchange,  under  a  li¬ 
mited  fum,  in  England. 

An  aft  for  enabling  the  com- 
miffioners  appointed  to  examine 
accounts  of  public  expenditure  in 
the  barrack  office  more  fpeedily 
and  efteftually  to  inveftigate  the 
fa  id  accounts. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  commif- 
fioners  for  auditing  public  ac¬ 
counts,  and  the  commiffioners  for 
the  affairs  of  barracks  refpeftively, 

to 
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to  fend  and  receive  letters  and 
packets  on  the  bufinefs  of  their 
offices  free  of  poll  age. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
aft,  made  in  the  47th  year  of  his 
prefen t  majedy,  for  charging  the 
turn  of  12,200,000/.  raifed  for  the 
fervice  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
year  1807,  upon  the  duties  of  cuf- 
toms  and  axcife  granted  to  his  ma- 
jedy,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  war,  as  relates  to  money 
idued  for  charges  of  management 
of  dock  redeemed. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
aft  of  the  1ft  year  of  king  James  I. 
as  relates  to  the  penalties  on  {hoot- 
ing  at  hares  ;  and  alfo  to  repeal  an 
aft  of  the  3d  year  of  king  George 
I.  relating  to  game-keepers. 

An  aft  for  repealing  fo  much  of 
an  aft  made  in  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,,  in  the  fourth  feffion  of 
the  firft  parliament  of  Queen  Anne, 
intituled,  “  Aft  for  prefer ving  the 
game,’’  as  relates  to  the  (hooting 
of  hares. 

An  aft  for  the  better  care  and 
maintenance  of  lunatics,  being  pau¬ 
pers  or  criminals  in  England. 

An  aft  for  further  extending  the 
provinons  of  feveral  afts,  for  eda- 
blifhing  the  bank  of  Ireland  ;  and 
for  empowering  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  dud  bank  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  fum  of  1,2^0,000/.  Irilh 
currency,  towards  the  fervice  o( 
the  year  1808. 

An  aft  to  remedy  the  inconve¬ 
nience  which  has  arifen,  and  may 
arife,  from  the  expiration  of  afts, 
before  the  palling  of  afts  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  fame. 

An  aft  for  enabling  his  majedy 
toeftablilh  a  permanent  local  mili¬ 
tia  force,  under  certain  reftiiftions, 
for  the  defence  of  the  realm. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 


500,000/.  by  treafury  bills  for 
the  fervice  of  Ireland  for  the  year 
1808. 

An  aft  for  raidng  the  fum  of 
dx  millions,  by  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1808. 

An  aft  to  prohibit  the  didillation 
of  fpirits  from  corn  or  grain,  for  a 
limited  time. 

An  aft  for  regulating  the  charg¬ 
ing  of  the  duty  on  fpirits  imported 
into  Great  Britain  according  to 
the  drength  thereof. 

An  aft  for  reducing  the  duty  of 
cuftoms  on  coffee  imported  into 
Great  Britain  when  taken  out  of 
warehoufe  for  home  confumption. 

An  aft  for  the  difeharge  of 
debtors  in  execution  for  fmall 
debts  from  imprifonment,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes. 

An  aft  to  render  valid  certain 
marriages  folemnized  in  certain 
churches  and  public  chapels  in 
which  the  banns  had  not  ufually 
been  publifhed  before  or  at  the 
time  of  palling  an  aft  made  in  the 
26th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majedy  king  George  II.  intituled, 
“  An  aft  for  the  better  preventing 
of  clandedine  marriages." 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
aft  palled  in  the  8th  year  of  t 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intitu¬ 
led,  i(  An  aft  to  take  away  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  clergy  from  certain  offen¬ 
ders  for  felon}', "  as  takes  away  the 
benefit  of  clergy  from  perfons  deal¬ 
ing  privily  from  the  perfon  of  ano¬ 
ther;  and  for  more  effeftually  pre¬ 
venting  the  crime  of  larceny  from 
the  perfon. 

An  aft  to  extend  the  providers 
of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  45  th  year 
of  his  prefent  majedy,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  feamen  and  better 
manning  his  majedy 's  nayy,  to 

cafes 
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cafes  arifing  in  confequence  of  hof- 
tilities  commenced  fince  the  palling 
of  the  faid  aft. 

An  aft  for  enlarging  the  times 
appointed  for  the  firft  meetings  of 
comm  ffioners  and  other  perfons  for 
putting  in  execution  certain  afts  of 
this  feffion  of  parliament. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  laws  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  marking  of  bags  and 
pockets  of  hops. 

An  aft  to  amend  and  enlarge 
the  powers  of  an  aft  of  the  46th 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for  con¬ 
solidating  and  rendering  more  effec¬ 
tual  the  feveral  afts  for  the  purchafe 
of  buildings,  and  further  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  flreets  and  places  near 
to  Weftminfter-hall,  and  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effectual 
adminiftration  of  the  office  of  a 
juftiee  of  the  peace,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  felo¬ 
nies  within  the  diftrift  of  Dublin 
metropolis. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  afts  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  duties  of  affelfed  taxes, 
and  of  the  tax  upon  the  profits  of 
property,  profeffions,  trades,  and 
offices,  and  to  regulate  the  affeff- 
ment  and  colleftion  of  the  fame. 

An  aft  for  enabling  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  reduftion  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  to  grant  life  annuities. 


An  aft  for  the  more  effec¬ 
tual  proteftion  of  oyfter  fifheries 
and  the  brood  of  oyfters  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

An  aft  for  enabling  his  majefty 
to  grant  annuities  to  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  feffion,  judiciary,  and 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  upon  the 
refignation  of  their  offices. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of 
the  confolidated  fund  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  applying  certain, 
monies  therein  mentioned  for  the 
ferv ice  of  the  year  1808  ;  and  for 
further  appropriating  the  fupplies 
granted  in  this  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  ftamp 
duties  on  deeds,  law  proceedings, 
and  other  wrrten  or  printed  in- 
ftrumems,  and  the  duties  on  lega¬ 
cies  and  f.icceffions  to  perfonal  ef- 
fates  upon  inteftacies,  now  payable 
in  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  granting 
new  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  aft  for  enabling  his  majefty 
to  eftabLfh  a  permanent  local  mili¬ 
tia  foice  in  Scotland,  under  certain 
reftriftions,  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm. 

Am  aft  concerning  the  admini. 
ftration  of  j-ftice  in  Scothmd,  and 
concerning  appeals  to  the  houfe  of 
lords. 
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’UBLIC  INCOME  ADN  EXPENDITURE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  THE  jth  OF  JANUARY,  iSoS. 

PUBLIC  INCOME. 


HEADS  OF  REVENUE. 


ORDINARY  REVENUES. 
Permanent  and  Annual  Taxes. 
'uftoms  - 
ixcife  -  - 

tamps  ------ 

..and  and  a  fielded  taxes 
’oft-office  -  - 

s.  in  the  L.  on  penlions  &  falarie; 


lackney  coaches 
-Jawkers  and  Pedlars  - 


Total  permanent  &  annual  duties 


Small  Branches  cf  the  Hereditary 
Revenue. 
idienation  fines  -  -  . 

’oft  lines  - 
seizures  -  - 

Jom  poll!  ions  - 

’rollers 

Town -lands  - 

Extraordinary  R-j'airces. 
Cuiloms  - 
Excife  .. 


h  ,  Property  tax 
■_  Arrears  of  income  duty 


of  Ireland  * 

Dn  account  of  the  commifiioners  ap 
pointed  by 'act  35  Geo.  III.  for  if- 


'ees  ot  regulated  exchequer  offices 
nterelt  on  ltock  transferred  by  in 


Land  Tax  - 
Monies  paid  on  account  of  the  furpiu 
revenue  of  the  file  of  Man 


accountants  - 

pther  monies  paid  to  the  public  - 


Total  independent  of  loans  - 
cans  paid  into  the  exchequer,  ii 
duding  1,500,000/.  for  the  fervm 


of  Ireland 

Grand  Total 


Grofs  Revenue. 

Net  Produce 

J 

ray  merits  into 
chequer. 

Ex 

L. 

5. 

d. 

L. 

j. 

d. 

L. 

s. 

di 

9,573,060 

6 

3 

7,462,380 

4 

10? 

6,476,942 

6 

4 

19,621,076 

>5 

9. 

17,896,145 

14 

2 

171575,683 

0 

0 

4>  5  43  j  Q  7 1 

T7 

Si 

4>458*73S 

14 

°T 

4,274,555 

5 

9 

6,909,190 

1 2 

9I 

7,073.53° 

10 

Si 

6,384,750 

H 

1 

G493>49° 

1 1 

9 

J477G38 

1 1 

1  >082,000 

0 

0 

61,057 

/*» 

X/ 

1 

62,685 

5 

8 

60,544 

6 

1 

72,207 

12 

2' 

7U353 

0 

5?' 

7i  352 

0 

0 

28,75  1 

15 

0 

26,455 

2 

Sk 

26,084 

0 

0 

13.251 

0 

4 

IOG25 

9 

5 

9’95° 

l 

0 

42,3x6,037 

13 

7i 

3S  339D52 

13 

ol 

35,961,861 

12 

3 

Ha-  J 

, 

na-  >  2,000 

0 

c 

per.  > 

8,088 

13 

4 

§,274 

2 

9 

2,634 

xo 

8 

963 

7 

5  \ 

5,004 

0 

if 

- 

- 

. 

2,645 

16 

1 

2,645 

16 

1 

2,645 

16 

1 

O 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

c 

55° 

3 

7 

55° 

3 

7 

55° 

3 

j 

45,510 

1 

10 

74,946 

12 

j 

966 

>3 

4 

3,065,904 

z4 

2  } 

2»73°,  792 

14 

6j 

2,730,702 

14 

( 

6,320,553 

1 7 

1 

6,273.570 

18 

io| 

6,232,543 

0 

c 

10,131,344 

7 

9,864,189 

4 

10 

9,864,189 

4 

i< 

23,097 

1 0 

9? 

23,°72 

19 

0 

23,072 

IQ 

c 

2,966 

15 

9l 

2,888 

1 1 

21 

2,888 

I  I 

; 

797*5°° 

0 

0 

.  774*694 

1 1 

O 

774,694 

1  I 

( 

G967.677 

14 

0 

1,967,677 

14 

O 

1,967,677 

14 

< 

35,800 

0 

0 

33,800 

G 

0 

33,800 

0 

1 

40,545 

0 

2 

4°,  545 

0 

2 

4°, 545 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

5,oco 

O 

O 

5,000 

0 

< 

2,210 

1 1 

0 

2,2 10 

II 

O 

2,210 

I  T 

1 

33442 

7 

8 

33,442 

7 

81 

s-i 

33,442 

7 

' 

6,954 

12 

0 

6,954 

12 

2 

6,954 

12 

64,805,395 

*3 

6o,  1 89,414 

12 

^  ] 

7 

57,68 1 , 47  2 

1 

15,257,2X1 

\ 

19 

3 

15,257*211 

19 

J 

'5,257,211 

r9 

’ 

-  80,062,607 

!  2 

75,446,626 

1 1 

6 

72,946,684 

0 
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PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  Intereft  and  Charges  on  the  permane 

Debt  of  Great-Brualn  . 

II.  The  Intereft  on  Exchequer-bills  •  •  • 

III.  The  Ci/il  Lift . .  • 

Courts  of  Juftice* 


m 


IV.  <: 


OtherCharges 
on  the 
1  Confolidated 
f  Fund,  viz. 


Mint  •  •  * . 

Allow.to.Roy.Fam 
Sals.  &  Allowance; 
xiounties . 


s.  d. 


V.  Civil  Government  of  Scotland . 

VI.  Other  Payments  in  Anticipation, 

Bounties  for  Fifhenes,  Manufac¬ 
tures,  Corn,  &c.  . 

Penftons  on  the  Heredit.  Revenue 
Militia  and  DefertersWarrants,&c. 


VII.  Navy — Salaries  to  the  Offices  «... 
For  Wages,  Bounty,  Flag-pay, 
Half-pay,  and  Penfions  ...... 

For  Dock-yards,  Bui’ding  of  Ships, 

Stores,  Pilotage,  Sec . 

For  Marine  Service  on  Shore  •  •  •  • 


The  Victualling  Department  •••• 
Tranfport  do.  for  Tranfports, 
Prifouers  of  War,  Sick  and 

Wounded  Seamen,  Sc c . 

Milcellaneous  Services  . 


VIII.  Ordnance . 

IX.  Army — Ordinary  Services,  viz.  For 

Regulars.  Fencib.  Milit.  Invalids, 


I^O.OOO 

2,809,712 

6,361,755 


10 


412,100 


o  8 
o  o 


L. 


958,000 
57»558 
1  r,57l) 
290,171 

74>453 

202, 4C2 


o 

17 

2 

4 

7 

8 


o 

9; 

o 

9 


438,991  13  8 1 

27,700  o  o 
208,197  10  0:J 


- 

1,829,435 

9  ro 

300,000 

0  0 

9*7 1 547  19  8 
4  932>777  19  9 


and  Volunteer  Corps 


Barracks . 

Staff-officers  &  Offic.  of  Garrifons 

Half-pay  . 

Widows’  Penfions  . 

Chellea  Hofpital 
Exchequer  Fees  •  •  • 

Pay  of  Public  Offices 


•  r  •  •  sj  *  • 


Extraordinary  Services 
Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances 
to  other  Countries — Ireland  •  • 

Kt,  Mifcellaneous  Services  . 

At  Home . 

Abroad* . 


8,614,625 

256,549 

144>5v6 

V 


198,343 

21,500 

550,023 

77,468 

93>578 


1 

8 

6 

3 

o 

7 


o  10 

6  o 


2,129,435  9  10 


9,956,683  13  5 

5,431,867  o  11 


1,049,205  7  84 

178,177  t3  0“ 


Deduct  Loan,  Sec,  for  Ireland  * 


£■ 


d. 


L ,  3. 

50,478,174  8  9f 

L574>36i  18  J 


1,594,161  19  9 

85>359  3  3p 


674,889  %  9 


r6>775>76j  9  3 
4,190,748  6  6 


r5>38lf>5$'° 

14 

4 

3,681,251 

3 

4 

1  >2  2.7,383 

0 

75,670,641 

8 

3,681,251 

3 

4 

71,989,390 

4 

10 

£  •  s »  d 


7,42!  12  4 
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An  Account,  Jheviing  hov:  the  Monies  remaining  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  on  the  qth  Day  of  January,  1807,  together  vuith  the  Monies  paid 
into  the  fame  during  the  year  ended  the  qth  of  'January ,  I  808,  have  been 
actually  applied ;  fo  far  as  relates  to  Mifcellaneous  Services, 

SERVICES  AT  HOME. 

To  be  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  houfes  of  lords  and 
commons,  1806-7  - 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  fuperintendance  of 
aliens,  1805-6-7  - 

For  the  royal  military  college,  1806-7 
For  the  ufe  of  the  officers  and  feamen  who  ferved  under 
the  late  vice-admiral  lord  vifcount  Nelfon,  at  the 
battleofFCape  Trafalgar, on  the  2  ih  October,  1805-6  12,500 
For  defray ing  the  charge  of  the  works  and  repairs  of  the 

roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  1 8n6  10,250 
For  confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convi&sat 
home,  1806-7  - 

For  printing  journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  for 
printing  and  delivering  votes,  and  for  printing  re¬ 
ports,  bills,  See.  1806  - 

For  printing  1,750  copies  of  the  58th  volume  of  jour¬ 
nals,  1806  - 

For  printing  and  hationary  for  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  for  1806-7  - 

For  the  French  clergy  and  laity  ;  Toulonefe,  Corfi- 
can,  and  Dutch  emigrants ;  and  American  loyalihs, 

1806-7  - 

Towards  defraying  the  expence  of  the  public  office, 

Bow-ftreet,  1806-7  - 

For  the  royal  military  afylurn  at  Chelfea,  for  1806  12,808, 

For  his  majefty's  foreign  and  other  fecret  fervices, 

1806-7  -  -  -  ■=  Vu 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  a  new  mint,  1806-7 
Extraordinary  expences  of  profecutions  relating  to  the 
coin  of  this  kingdom,  1806-7  - 

For  the  extra  charge  of  mefifengers  of  the  three  fecre- 
taries  of  hate,  1806-7  - 

Fordo.  -  of  contingencies,  -  Do.  1806-7 
For  the  minifters  of  the  Vaudois  churches,  for  1806-7 
To  fheriffs,  for  convi&ion  of  felons  and  overpayments, 

1806  - 

For  defraying  law  charges,  1806-7 
Protehant  Difl'enting  minittersin  England,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  French  Protehant  clergy  and  laity, 
for  1806-7  - 

For  printing,  by  order  of  the  commiffioners  of  public 
records,  1806  - 

For 


7,040 

0 

0 

3 1  ^  345 

2 

r  1 

12,500 

0 

0 

10,250 

H 

0 

48, 166 

2 

H 

18,291 

H 

4 

4,000 

0 

© 

30,682  15 

6 

33Hi  9 

2 

7 

1 2,701 

18 

5 

12,808, 

16 

1 1 

le  Services  Abroad, 

5s-°33 

2 

© 

2,722 

iS 

1 

10,500 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

1,828 

3 

4 

6,700 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

9>37° 

5 

0 

3-596 

5 

1 0 
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For  printing  returns  relative  to  the  expence  and  main-  <£.  s. 

tenance  of  the  poor,  1806  -  393  i  ©j 

For  the  royal  college  of  furgeons,  to  eredl  a  building 
for  the  reception  of  Dr.  Hunter’s  colledion,  and  a 
theatre  for  the  delivery  of  public  le&ures  on  anatomy 
and  furgery  -  4,  ©00  ©  o 

For  an  allowance  to  the  commiflioners  of  naval  inquiry, 

1806  294  1 6  8 

Towards  the  fupport  of  an  inftitution  called  the  Vete¬ 
rinary  College,  for  1806  -  1,500  ©  o 

For  the  deficiency  of  the  grant,  1806,  for  the  relief  of 
the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of  France,  Toulonefe, 

Dutch,  and  Corfican  emigrants,  and  American  loy» 
alifts,  1807  -  1,432  13  6 

For  the  deficiency  of  the  grant,  anno  1806,  for  the 
Proteftant  Diflenting  minifters  in  England,  and  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  French  Proteftant  clergy  and 
laity,  1807  -  377  8  6 

To  defray  bills  of  the  ufher  of  the  court  of  exchequer 

for  ftationary,  &c.  for  1807  -  1*214  4  $ 

For  works  done  at  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and 

at  the  houfe  of  the  fpeaker  -  27,900  o  o 

For  the  deficiency  of  the  grant  of  1806,  fordo.  1807  11,800  o  o 

For  the  works  and  repairs  of  the  military  roads  in 

North  Britain,  1807  -  4,993  5  o 

For  purchafing  buildings  and  ground  in  and  near  Palace 

Yard,  Weftminfter,  1807  -  11,750  14  6 

Ditto  -  Ditto  -  29,000  o  © 

For  deficiency  of  printing,  See .  for  the  two  houfes  of 

parliament  -  9,789  11  8| 

For  printing  and  delivering  votes  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  printing  bills,  reports,  &c.  1807  -  16,168  3  $ 

For  deficiency  of  the  grant  for  ditto,  anno  1806  -  14,881  16  z 

For  deficiency  of  the  grant  of  1806,  for  printing  1,750 
copies  of  the  58th  volume  of  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  1807  -  _  -  -  459  2  4 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  printing  articles  of  im¬ 
peachment,  minutes  of  the  evidence,  and  copies  of  the 
trial  of  lord  vifeount  Melville,  1807  -  -  2,046  6  o 

For  defraying  the  expences  incurred  in  the  department 
of  the  lord  chamberlain  of  his  majefty’s  houfehold, 
on  the  trial  of  lord  vifeount  Melville,  1807  «  8,556  9  iif- 

For  expence  of  making  an  inland  navigation  from  the 

Eaftern  to  the  Weftern  Sea  -  .  25,000  o  o 

For  paying  fees  on  pafling  public  accounts,  1807  -  5,000  o  o 

To  fatisfy  an  award  made  by  Dr.  Swabcy  and  Mafter 
GrifFulhe,  for  the  lofs  of  the  fhip  Dunkirk  on  the 
coafi:  of  Denmark,  1 807  .  11,538  *4  6 

For 
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4->925 

2,000 


O 

O 


For  the  captors  of  the  fecond  Swedilh  convoy,  and  for  £.  s* 
the  balance  due  to  tie  ow  ners  of  thefaid  Blips,  1807  1 0,306  18 
To  the  tr  11  flees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  for  the  purehafe 
of  the  MSS.  belonging  to  the  late  marquis  of  Lanf- 
downe,  1807  - 

Towards  the  repair  of  Henry  the  Seventh’s  Chapel,  1807 
Further  reward  to  Dr.  Jenner,  for  promulgating  his 
difeovery  of  the  vaccine  inoculation,  1807 
For  enabling  the  trudees  of  the  Bri  ith  Mufeum  to  carry 
on  the  trulls  repofed  in  them  by  parliament,  1807 
For  eredling  buddings  fora  naval  afylum,  and  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  {aid  inlHtut  ion,  1807 
For  falaries  to  the  officers,  and  incid  ntal  expences  of 
the  commiffioners  for  reducing  the  national  debt 
To  the  reprefentatives  of  William  Young,  efq.  for  ex¬ 
pences  attending  the  execution  of  an  act  for  the  re¬ 
demption  and  fale  of  the  land-tax  -  -  1,849 

For  falaries  and  expences  of  American  commidioners  2,611 
To  the  bank  of  England,  for  difcount  on  prompt  pay 
ments  on  loan  20,000,000/.  - 


-  20,000  o 

5'5;6  S 
30,000  O 
2,328  l8 


lor  receiving-  the  above  loan 


on  prompt  pay- 


To  -  Do. 

To  -  Do.  »  for  difcount 

ments  on  lotteries,  1806-7 
To  -  Do.  -  for  receiving  contributions  to 

lotteries  -  - 

Principal  and  intereil  of  American  and  Eall  Florida 
orders,  for  relief  to  fuch  perfons  as  have  fuffered  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  unhappy  diffentions  in  America 
To  the  commiflioners  for  preparing  and  drawing  lotte¬ 
ries,  1 806-7 


251,672 
16,115 

2>57* 
5,000 


18 

o 

4 

1 6 


476 

15,500 


o 

o 


o 


3 

o 


4  8 


O 


To  re 


0 pi  ace  to  his  Majtjly  s  Civil  Lift  Revenues  the  Sums  iffued  thereout  , 
pursuant  to  Addrejfs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  viz. 

For  rewards  to  perfons  employed  under  the  commif- 
fioners  for  carrying  into  execution  the  meafures  re¬ 
commended  by  the  houfe  of  commons  ref]  e&ing  the 
public  records  -  1,085  3  o 

To  the  clerk  aiTifant  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  red¬ 
dens  1806  -----  980  2  8 

To  the  fecond  clerk  adidant  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 

in  ditto  -  1,085  4  o 

To  Edward  Colman,  efq.  late  ferj can t-at- arms,  attend¬ 
ing  the  houfe  of  commons  -  250  o  o 

To  the  deputy  ferjeant-at-arms,  to  make  up  his  allow¬ 
ance  equal  to  500/.  for  the  feffion  1806  -  -  33 230 

To  George  V\  hittam,  efq.  for  making  an  index  to  the 
yotes  in  fefhon  1806-  -  -  „  350  o  ° 

To 
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To  H.  Alexander,  efq.  as  chairman  of  the  committee  £, 
of  ways  and  means,  feffion  1806  -  -  1,300 


s. 

5 


d. 

o 


5  3  397 
5,000 
4,252 

731 


1,2  2  6 


I? 


>549 


2  53 


762 


64-9 


10 


10 


I  2 


224  12 


974 


o 


© 


11  11 


10 


2 


To  make  good  to  his  Majejiy  s  Civil  Lift  Revenues  Monies  ijfued  thereout ,  for 

Public  Services  ;  viz. 

Forfalaries  of  the  additional  commiffioners  for  auditing 
the  public  accounts  - 

To  J.  Johnfon,  architect,  for  carrying  on  the  building 
ot  the  new  mint  - 

for  additional  allowance  to  clerks  in  the  office  for  au¬ 
diting  public  accounts  - 

To  Dr.  Clarke,  for  his  trouble  and  attendance  relative 
to  an  act  for  enforcing  the  refidence  of  the  clergy 
To  Peter  lord  Gwydir,  deputy  great  chamberlain,  lor 
expences  attending  the  trial  of  lord  vifcount  Melville 
To  Jofeph  Kaye  and  John  Winter,  jun.  folicitors  to  the 
managers  of  the  impeachment  again!!  lord  vifcount 
Melville  - 

To  W.  G.  Rofe,  eG.  and  other  officers  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  for  their  attendance  on  various  committees 
in  feffion  1806  - 

To  E.  Stracey,  efq.  as  a  compenfation  for  bis  fervices 
as  counfel  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  peers,  feffion  1806  - 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  a  plan  for  the  more  per¬ 
fect  fecurity  of  the  (hipping  in  the  port  of  London 
To  H.  Cowper,  efq.  clerk- affiftant  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  for  additional  trouble  during  the  trial  of  lord 
vifcount  Melville  » 

To  W.  Chinnery,  efq.  as  a  compenfation  to  perfons 
attending  during  the  trial  oflord  vifcount  Melville 
To  J.  Meheux,  efq.  affiftant-fecretary  to  the  ernnmif- 
fioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  for  thepurchafe  of  the 
lea fe  of  a  houfe  in  Downing-llreet  for  an  office  for 
the  fa  id  commiffioners  • 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  a  plan  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  horfe-patrol  for  the  public  roads  leading  to 
the  metropolis  - 

To  W.  Chinnery,  efq.  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  by  fir  Eyre 
Coote,  for  bounties  on  fifii  - 

To  the  fecretary  to  the  commiffioners  of  military  en¬ 
quiry,  for  expences  incurred  by  them 
To  the  fecretary  to  the  Wed  India  commiffioners,  for 
the  expences  of  their  office  - 

To  fir  1.  Heard,  for  extra  expences  incurred  at  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  the  late  lord  vilcount  Nelfon 
To  William  Chinnery,  efq.  for  books  ol  fcienceand  che¬ 
mical  articles  for  the  fettlemcnt  of  New  South  Wales 


•*> 


272  5  4 


3j  1 7  2 
535 


2^37 


I, <>22 

7* 


1 8  o 


*9 

4 


1 14  11 


6 


G 

To 
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To  J.  Clementfon,  efq.  for  one  year’s  rent  of  a  houfe, 
in  lieu  of  apartments  lie  refigned  at  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ------ 

To  VV.  Chinnery  efq.  to  pay  bills  drawn  by  Mr.  com- 
miffary  Laidlaw,  for  bounties  on  fifh 
To  T.  Nettlefhip,  efq.  for  publilhing  the  average 
price  of  brown  fugar  - 

To  the  f  cretary  to  the  commiffioners  of  naval  enquiry, 
for  contingent  expences  - 

To  W.  Waifon,  efq.  ferjeant-at-arms  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  for  his  fervice>  during  the  fe (lion  1806 
To  lord  YYalfingham,  chairman  of  the  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  for  his  attendance  in  feffion  1806 


£.  S' 
219  14 

1 

271  12 
434 

1,060  19 
1,623  o 
2,698  13 


SERVICES  ABROAD. 


For  his  majefty’s  foreign  and  other  fecret  fcrvices, 
1806-7  - 

For  repairing  and  maintaining  Britifh  forts  and  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaff  of  Africa  - 
To  pay  bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales,  1807 
For  the  civil  ellablifhment  of  Upper  Canada,  1807  - 

— - - — — — —  Nova  Scotia,  1807 

•— — — — _ — — _ — - -  New  Brunfwick,  1807 

— — — - — - - - — - --St.John’s,  1807 

— — — - — - — — - - -  Cape  Breton,  1807 

— - — — — - — -  Bahamas,  1807 

— — - - — — — — — -  Bermuda,  1806-7 

— — . . — — - - — — —  NewSouthYVales,  1807 

Sierra  Leone,  1807  - 


90,338 

18 

18,000 

0 

14,420 

0 

8,280 

0 

5>3  73 

15 

4,650 

0 

3,ioo 

0 

2,040 

0 

4,400 

0 

870 

0 

12,705 

© 

14,000 

0 

£.1,227,383  o 


J. 

o 

6 

o 

© 

o 

© 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

6 

© 

o 

© 

© 
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DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 

r 

An  Accmnt)  fic'wingho'w  the  Monies,  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1807, 
have  been  difpofed  of;  fo  far  as,  relates  to  Ireland* 


SERVICES. 


FORCES. 


V  i  \  /  7 -  ”  — - - 

part  of  832,  540/.  19J.  9.  Br.).  .  . 
Allowance  to  non-commiflioned  offi. 
cers  and  private  men  of  ihe  le 
gulars,  for  fmall  beer,  and  while 
on  a  march  (69,428/.  in.  1  i\d 
Br.  part  of  467,273/.  3 s.  1  id.  Br.) 
Recruiting  and  contingencie; 
(124,481/.  15*.  3 d  Br.  part  o 
277,249/.  or.  sad.  Br.) . 

Militia,  pay,  &c.  (849,081/.  js.  7 d 
Br.  part  of  2,493,644/.  7 *.  $ d .  Br. 


cers  and  private 
beer,  and  while 


on 


part  of  467,273/.  3j.11  d.  Br.)  • 
Contingencies  (22,153/.  17J.  o d.  Br 
part  of  62,153 /.  17J  ad.  Br.)  • 


l  /  \  J  m  T 

Br.  part  of  1,490.301/.  4s.  8 d.  Br.) 


of  190,529/  iys.  bd.  Br.)' 


j  j  - 7  \  -  7  -  "y J' 

5 d.  part  of  34,418/.  iij.  o d.  Br  ) 


(8,897/.  6j.  bd.  Br.  partol  22 r,2col 
i8j.  $d.  Br  ) . 

Half-pay  to  reduced  officers  of  his 
majefty’s  land  forces,  (26,982/ 
is.  9 d.  Br  part  of  186,082/.  n 
9 d.  Br.) . 


cers  of  his  majefty’s  land  forces, 
(533/.  is.  2 d.  Br.  part  of  5,533/.  n 
2d.  Br.)  . . . . 


Sums  Granted. 

Sums  Paid. 

Remains. 

£'  «•  d* 

©  $*> 

)  1,168,225  18  1 

264,108  %  8| 

754*4  6 

- 

134.855  4  1  of 

1,268,528  14  io\ 

373»874 

9*  1 3S  3  3 

[. 

62,664  *9  7 i 

24,000  ©  0 

S  ^  1,8  35  9  0 

124,667  13  1  of 

899,493  0  0 

268,073  12  6 

63 1,419  7  € 

t 

62,394  5  2 

62,304  so  7 

89  14  f 

1,115  1 

986  12  6 

I29  3  7 

9,638  15  41 

9,466  14  8£ 

172  0  8| 

29,230  11  11 

24,482  4  8 

4,748  7  3 

577  9  7 

318  8  10J 

*59  0 

In 
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In  and  out  penfioners  of  the  royal 
hofpital  near  Kilmainham,  and  ex¬ 
pences  of  laid  hofpital  (46,977 /.  9J. 
4 d..  Br.  part  of  406,383/.  7 s,  5 d. 

Br, )  . . . 

Fenfions  to  widows  of  officers  of  the 
land  forces,  and  expences  attending 
the  fame,  (6,.oao/.  os,  o d.  Br.  part 

of  43,258/.  7s  6.'/.  Br.) . •  • 

General  hofpital  expences  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  forces  in  Ireland,  including 
medicaments,  for  general  and  re¬ 
gimental  hofpitals,  and  the  charge 
of  the  royal  military  infirmary, 
Dublin,  for  fick  and  wounded 
foldiers  (18,461/  ioj.  10 d.  Br.)  •  • 
Retired  and  officiating  chaplains  of 
his  majefty’s  forces  (3,208/.  155. 
11  d.  Br.  part  of  18,208/.  15 3.  lit/. 

Br.)  . . . 

Barrack  Department  in  Ireland 

(469,450/.  1 2i.  6 d.  Br.)  . . 

Extraordinary  fervi-ces  of  the  army  in 
Ireland  (600,000/  Os  o d.  Br.).  *  •  ■ 

Ordnance : 

Office  of  ordnance  in  Ireland,  for  the 
year  1807  (479,246/  19 s.  yd.  Br.) 

Public  Officers  for  feveral 
Services : 

S.  Moore,  efq.  acc.  gen.  for  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  trouble  and  expence  in 
preparing  and  Hating  the  public 
accounts  of  Ireland,  laid  betoie 

parliament,  in  1 807  . . 

J.  Smart,  efq.  dep.  acc.  gen.  for  his 
extraordinary  trouble  in  preparing 
the  public  accounts  of  Ireland,  for 
the  year  ending  5th  fan.  1807.  •  .  • 
P.  Le  Bas,  efq  exanimator  of  corn 
bounties,  for  his  trouble  in  keeping 
the  accounts  of  laid  office  ...... 

R.  Marfhall,  efq.  inlpedtor  gen.  of 
imports  and  exports,  for  his  ex¬ 
pence  and  trouble  in  preparing  the 
accounts  of  the  imports  and  exports 
of  Ireland,  for  parliament,  for  one 

year  ending  5th  Jan.  1807  . 

Hugh  B  Hautenville,  efq.  firffc  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  inlpe&or  gene¬ 
ral  of  imports  and  exports  in  Ire- 
land,  for  his  extraordinary  trouble 
in  preparing  accounts  lor  parlia¬ 
ment  . . . 

Geo.  Hatton,  efq.  examinator  of  ex- 
cife,  for  his  extraordinary  trouble 


Sums  Granted. 

Sums  Paid. 

£•  '•  d. 

£• 

50,892  5  i| 

40415  u 

• 

6,500  ©  0  | 

1 

1 

4<6aS  15 

20,000  0  0 

13,062  5 

3476  3  11 

2,033  6 

508,571  10 

371,134  0 

650,000  0  Q 

463424  5 

519,184  4  6f 

519,184  4 

340  0  0 

340  0 

240  0  0 

240^  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ti 

200  © 

0 

0 

0 

61 

250  0 

200  0  0 

200  0 

d. 


4 1 


5 1 


*3 

n| 

3 

2 1 


61 


o 


© 


© 


© 


o 


Remains. 

£.  i.  d. 

*c 

10,576  ii  8f 

1,871  4  6| 


6,937  H  3 

1,442  16  nt 
137437  9 

186,475  14  9f 
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Sums  Granted. 


Sums  Paid 


and  expence  in  preparing  accounts 

for  parliament  . . 

Sam  Hood,  efq  affiliant  examinatoi 
of  excife,  for  his  extiaordinan 
trouble  in  preparing  accounts  tor 

parliament . 

Tno.  Haffield,  efq.  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer, 
for  his  extraordinary  trouble  in 
preparing  accounts  tor  parliament 


of.  d. 

200  O  O 


150  o  o 


200  O  O 


s* 

2C0  @ 


150  O 


200  O 


d. 

o 


o . 


o 


Miscellaneous  Services 
from  5th  Jan.  1807  to  5th  Jan.  1S08 

Expence  of  civil  buildings  * . 

Expence  of  printing  and  binding  2fO 
copies  of  the  adds  of  the  4  th  of 

his  prefent  maji-fty  . 

Expence  of  pubbfhing  proclamations 
and  advertifements  in  the  Dublin 
gazette,  and  other  newfpapers  •  •  •  ■ 
Charge  of  printing,  ftationery,  and 
other  difburfements  of  the  chief 
and  under  fecretaries  offices  and 
apartments,  and  other  public  offices, 
in  Dublin  caftle,  &c.  and  for  the 
rifling  charges  and  other  expence.s 
of  the  deputy  purfuivants  and  extra 
meffengers  attending  faid  offices  •  • 
Expence  of  criminal  profecutic-ns,  and 
other  law  expences  of  government 
Expence  of  apprehending  public  offen¬ 
ders  in  Ireland .  - 

Support  of  the  non-conforming  m  nif- 

ters  in  Ireland  . . 

Expence  of  prati'que,  in  the  port  of 

Dublin  . >*  • 

Expenditure  at  his  majeffy’s  gold 
mine  at  Croaghan,  in  the  county  of 

Wicklow . 

Charge  of  the  incidents  of  the  treafury 

in  Ireland . . 

Charge  for  clothing  his  majeldy’s 
heralds,  purfuivants  at  arms,  and 
ftate  trumpeters,  for  three  years, 

from  the  17th  March  1807 . 

Charge  or  clothing  the  battleaxe 
guards,  for  eighteen  months,  com¬ 
mencing  iff  June  1807 . .  • 

To  enable  his  majelty  to  make  fome 
allowance  to  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  fees, 
gratuities,  perquifites,  and  emolu¬ 
ments  received  in  certain  public 
offices  in  Ireland  (22,500  Britifh) 
Expence  attending  the  feveral  com 
millions  for  taking  and  receiving 
evidence  in  petitions  agaiuft  returns 
to  parliament,  in  the  year  1807  .  • 


25000  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

1,200  O  O 

1,058  16  11* 

10,500  O  O 

20,500  0  0 

2 1 ,20o  O  O 

21,208  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

W) 

CS 

1,925  17  si 

9,429  18  0 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  10  2 

1,047  10  2 

600  0  0 

600  0  0 

6,000  0  0 

6,eoo  0  0 

1,086  0  0 

1,086  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

■f 

740  0  0 

24,375  O  O 

24,375  0  0 

3,408  0  0 

3,408  0  0 

Remains. 

jL  -  S-  d* 


*4*  3  ®£ 
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Sums  Granted. 


Salaries  of  the  commiffioners  for  grant¬ 
ing  lottery  licences,  their  fecretary 
and  clerks,  and  the  comptroller 
and  infpe&or  of  lottery  offices  in 
Ireland,  for  two  years  to  24  June 
1807,  and  for  paying  the  falaries  of 
the  commiffioners  for  certifying 
eutftarading  lottery  prizes,  for  22 
months  ending  24  June  1807  •  -  «  • 
Eredlion  and  completion  of  a  pier  in 
Dundrum  bay  on  the  coaft  of  the 
county  of  Down  . 


1.  d. 

6,33©  ©  o 

7,771  16  © 


Public  Boards  : 

from  5th  Jan.  1807,  to  5th  Jan.  1808. 
The  trultees  of  the  linen  and  hempen 
manufactures,  for  one  year  to  the 

5th  January  1807 . 

The  board  of  firft  fruits  ;  for  building 
new  churches,  and  re-building  old 
churches,  in  fuch  parifhes  as  no 
public  fervice  has  been  performed 
in  for  20  years  paft,  and  for  the 
encouragement  of  building  glebe 

houfes  . . 

The  Dublin  fociety,  for  promoting 
hulbandry  and  other  uleful  arts  in 
Ireland.  2000/.  whereof  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  in- 
ilitutiorr  at  Cork,  for  the  application 
of  fcience  to  the  common  purpofes 
of  life,  and  the  remaining  io.oooI. 
for  completing  additional  buildings, 
fupporting  the  botanic  gardens, 
promoting  hulbandry  and  ufeful 
arts,  and  the  other  cbjeCts  of  faid 

fociety  . » . . 

Sixpence  of  the  farming  fociety  of 

Ireland  . . . . 

Paving,  cleaning,  and  lighting  the 

fireets  of  Dublin  . 

Commiffioners  for  making  wide  and 
convenient  ftreets  in  Dublin . 


21,60©  ©  O 

5,000  ©  o 


12,000  O  O 
5,000  o  o 
10,000  o  o 
4,500  ©  o 


Public  Hospitals  and  Schools, 
from  5th  Jan  1807,  to  5th  Jan.  1808. 
Charge  ol  the  incorporated  fociety 
in.  Dublin,  for  promoting  Englilh 
Proteftant  fchools  in  Ireland  •  •  • 
Expence  of  the  foundling  hofpital  in 

Dublin  . . . . 

Charge  of  the  Hibernian  marine 

fociety  in  Dublin . 

Expence  of  the  Hibernian  fchool  for 

foldiers  children  . 

Charge  of  the  female  orphan  houfe, 

near  Dublin  . . 

Expenses  incurred  by  the  afibciation 


23,270  o  o 
22,500  o  o 
1,609  ©  © 

11,626  o  o 
1,306  0  © 


Sums  Paid. 


& 


s,  4 . 


Remains. 


c 


t .  4. 


6,292  4  1 


37  IJ  ** 


7,771  16  o 

. 

21,60©  ©  © 


5.000  ©  © 


12,000,  ©  0 
5,000  o  o 
10,000  o  © 
4, 500  0  O 

23,270  o  o 
22,500  ©  o 

1,609  0  0 
11,626  o  © 
1,306  o  o 
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for  difcountenancing  vice,  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  knowledge  and  practice 

of  the  Chriftian  religion  . 

Towards  fupporting  the  Weftmore 
land  Lotk-hofpital  in  Dublin  •  •  • 


tiary  in  Dublin 


hofpital  in  Cork  Street  Dublin, 
harge  of  the  lying-in  hofj 
Dublin  . . 


ers  of  charitable  donations  and  be- 
quefts . . . .  .  - 


nary  in  Ireland . 

owards  defraying  the 
Dr.  Stevens’s  hofpital 


Ireland . . . 

Far  fimlhing  fir  Patrick  Dunn’s  hof- 


maintenance  of  patients 

'o  the  Commiffioners  for 
ftreets  of  DubliB  . . . .  • 


Sums  Granted 

Sums  Paid. 

£■  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

i,z6z  0  0 

1,262  O  0 

7,957  0  0 

*•4 

SO 

u, 

"4 

0 

0 

25,997  0  0 

25,997  ©  © 

3,092  ©  0 

0 

© 

o> 

q 

2,533  0  0 

2,533  •  0 

400  0  0 

400  ©  © 

13,000  0  0 

F 

13,000  ©  ©  I 

0 

0 

sn 

0 

© 

© 

**% 

0 

U-> 

9,517  0  0 

f 

l 

so 

?-ra 

© 

© 

6,204  ©  0 

6,204  0  0 

137,00®  0  0 

337,000  0  0 

.  5,883,833  0  II 

4,402,97!  1  10 

Remains. 


1,480,154  19  I 
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Puelic  Income  of  IRELA 


SSEADS  OF  REVENUE. 


Ordinary  Revenues : 

Cuftoms  .  . .  .  . . 

Excise . 

Stamps . ®  • . 

Poll-office . . . . 

Poundage  fees . 

Pells  tees . 

Duty  on  wrought  plate*  •  • 
Cafu  aides . .  • 


Grofs  Receipt 
within  the  Year. 


Total  Receipt  to 
be  accounted  for. 


Total  Ordinary  Revenues 


Extraordinary  R  fou  c?<* 

Gain  by  exchange  on  .urns  re 
ceived  from  Great  Britain  • 
Commiffioners  of  the  navy  or 
account  of  advances  by  col¬ 
lectors  in  Ireland,  for  fea- 

men’s  wages,  &c. . . . . 

From  Great  Britain,  on  accoun 

of  the  profit  ot  lotteries . 

From  feveral  county  treafu- 
rers.  paid  to  feveral  revenue 
collectors,  on  account  o 
advances  made  by  the  trea 
iury  for  enrolling  the  militia 
From  l'everal  county  treafu- 
rers,  paid  to  feveral  revenu 
colledlors,  on  account  Oj 
deficiences  in  the  army  oi 

referve . . . . 

Other  monies  paid  to  the  public. 


L.  s.  d. 

2,4.52,76$  17  l\  ( 
2,3°6?45  5  4  nf1 

594,154  10  r;f 
158,749  6  3 

26,974  14  4! 

5,386  19  if 
2,8..8  i 2  4 

4,324  11  0 

L.  s.  d. 

5,772,065  19  8| 

720,076  0  11 

177,257  18  z\ 

26,934  *4  4l 
5,386  19  if 
2,8  : 8  12  4f 

4,324  II  0 

5,551,669  15  uf 

6,708,944  15  8f 

x5>973  10  4l 

1  5j9  7  3  10  4f 

39.459  2  8f 

39,459  2  8f 

224,904  10  3f 

224,904  10  3f 

2,925  6  9 

18,405  17  6 

Re-payments, 
Drawbacks. 
Difcounts,  &c. 


appropriate  Duties  for  Local 
Objcfls, 

Linen  manufacture . . 

Improvement  of  Dublin 
Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
and  Commercial  Buildings  • 

Lagan  navigation  . 

Inns  of  court . 


i^o 

49,120 


o  o 

3  3t 


1,600 
9  518 


o 

18 


8 

o 


G652 

3>476 

1, 1 1 1 


2  10 


10  o 


Total,  independent  of  the  loans 


Loans  paid  into  the  exchequer, 
in  the  year  ended  the  5th  of 
January  x8c  8  •  . . 


Grand  Total 


5,901,551  5  I0| 


-»977  747  4  9 


8,870.298 


,0 


L.  s.  d. 
181,778  4  8 

67,980  15  2 

16,226  14  iff 
5  7.47  7  9  1 


283.463  3  iof 


9,115  8  5 

49.520  3  3| 

3,529  15  icf 

774  9 

10,476  11  1 

12  2 

2,071  19  2 

3,614  II  Of, 

1,322  18 

'  I,  I  1 1  10  0 

7,086,727  15  5f 

285,571  53 

2-977,747  4  9 

'0,064,475  O  2j 

285,571  13 

Charges  of 
nagemeni 


L.  s 
239,121  5 

185,539  5 

3°>2  7'9  3 

73,723  1 5 


528,663  ic 


8  f  t-i  •  ( 


107  14 


528.77;  4 
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yVtfr  er.de d  the  $th  of  January  1808. 


1  Payments 
it  of  the 
s  Revenue. 


s.  d. 


Net  produce,  appli¬ 
cable  to  National 
Obje&s,  and  to 
Payments  into 
the  Exchequer. 


Payments  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Militia, 
Deferters,  drag¬ 
gling  Seamen, 
Army  of  Referve, 
and  For’ification 
Comneniation. 


9  4i  \  76>*8g'6‘ 

673,570  2  i| 

86,056  13  4 

26.934  14  4I 
5?3&S  19 
2,898  12  4| 

4,32.4  11  o 


505  18  g\ 
10 1  4  lOg 


126  13  1  il 


5,896,818 


85 


15  973  TO 


39,439  2  8| 

224,904  10  3| 


18,405  17  6 


9,ij5 

8 

5 

•  •  • 

*  * 

49,120 

3 

3| 

774 

9 

6 

*>755 

6 

4 1 

12 

2 

0 

10,464 

9 

1 

2,071 

r9 

2 

429 

12 

2,184 

18 

1,1 1 1 

10 

0 

342 

*7 

SII 

6,272,384 

17 

}  S 

• 

2'97’7»747 

4 

9 

,342 

17 

9,250  132 

2 

2  I 

s.  J. 
2  2 


76,886  2 


76,886 


Bounties  for 
promoting  the 
Fifheries,  Linen 
Manufacture, 
Sec. 

Total  Payments 
out  of  the  Net 
Produce. 

£■  s.  d. 
25,940  0  9 

101,345  5  6| 

» 

£■  s-  d- 
25,94°  0  9 

178,231  5  4f 

' 

127,285  4  if 

204,171  6  3f 

127,285  4  if 

204,171  6  3f 

127,285  4  if 

204,171  6  3§ 

Payments  into  tht 
Exchequer. 


r  j.  d. 

1,976,961  6  j| 

1,765,466  4  2 1 

564624  15  10 
71,  92  17  2 

26,934  14  4l 

5,386  19  if 
2,898  12  4! 

4,324  11  o 


4,417,950  o 


15,973  10  4 1 


39,459  2  8| 

224,904  10  s| 


1,007  53  0 


4,700  1 

49,120  3 


4l 


34 


E745  15  4! 
10,226  2  2 


1,535  *7  o 
1,413  8  1 

1, 1 1 1  10  o 


4769,187  13  iof 


2  9/7>747  4  9 


7>74fN934  >S  7 
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"The  King’s  moft  gracious  Speech  to 
P arliafnent  on  the  opening  of  the 
SeJJion y  January  lift. 

THI^  day  parliament  aflembled 
purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  pro¬ 
clamation,  when  the  Comroiflioners, 
appointed  to  open  the  feflion, 
read  the  following  fpeech  : 

6<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

aWe  have  receivedhis  Majefty's 
commands  to  affure  you,  that  in 
calling  you  together  at  this  import¬ 
ant  conjuncture  of  affairs,  he  en¬ 
tertains  the  moft  perfect  convic¬ 
tion  that  he  fhall  find  in  you  the 
fame  determination  with  which  his 
Majefty  himfelfis  animated,  to  up¬ 
hold  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
the  juft  rights  and  interefls  of  his 
people.  We  are  commanded  by 
his  Majefty  to  inform  you,  that 
no  fooner  had  the  refult  of  the  ne- 
gociations  at  Tilfit  confirmed  the 
influence  and  controul  of  France 
over  the  powers  of  the  continent, 
than  his  Majtftv  was  apprifed  of 
the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  com¬ 
bine  thofe  powers  in  one  general 
confederacy,  to  be  directed  either 
to  the  entire  fubjugation  of  this 
kingdom,  or  to  the  impofing  upon 


his  Majefty  an  infecure  and  igno¬ 
minious  peace.  That  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  wasdetermined  to  force  into 
hoftility  again!!  his  Majefty,  ftates 
which  had  hitherto  been  allowed 
by  France  to  maintain  or  to  pur- 
chafe  their  neutrality  ;  and  to  bring 
to  bear  againft  different  points  of 
his  Majefty’s  dominions  the  whole 
of  the  naval  force  of  Europe,  and 
fpecifically  the  fleets  of  Portugal 
and  Denmark.  To  place  thefe 
fleets  out  of  the  power  of  fuch  a 
confederacy  became  therefore  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  his  Majefty. 
In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  fo 
far  as  related  to  the  Danifn  fleet, 
his  Majefty  has  commanded  us  to 
affure  you  that  it  was  with  the 
deepeft  reludance  thar  his  Majefty 
found  himfeif  compelled,  after  his 
earned:  endeavours  to  open  a  negoci- 
ation  with  the  Danifh  Government 
had  failed,  to  authorife  his  com¬ 
manders  to  refort  to  the  extremity 
of  force,  but  that  he  has  the  great- 
eft  fatisfa&ion  in  congratulating 
you  upon  the  fuccefsful  execution 
of  this  painful,  but  necefiary,  fer- 
vice. — We  are  further  commanded 
to  acquaint  you,  that  the  courfe 
which  his  Majefty  had  to  purfue 
with  refpeft  to  Portugal  was,  hap¬ 
pily,  of  a  nature  more  congenial  to 

his 
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his  Majefty’s  feelings.  The  timely 
and  unrefer ved  communication  by 
the  Court  of  Lifbon,  of  the  de¬ 
mands  and  defigns  of  France, 
while  it  confirmed  to  his  Majefty 
the  authenticity  of  the  advices 
which  he  had  received  from  other 
quarters*  entitled  that  Court  to  his 
Majefty’s  confidence,  in  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  affurances  by  which 
that  communication  was  accom¬ 
panied.  The  fleet  of  Portugal  was 
deftined  by  France  to  be  employed 
as  an  inftrument  of  vengeance 
againft  Great  Britain.  That  fleet 
has  been  fecured  from  the  grafp 
of  France,  and  is  now  employed  in 
conveying  to  its  American  domi¬ 
nions  the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  the 
Portuguefe  monarchy.  His  Majefty 
implores  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence  upon  that  enterprife, 
rejoicing  in  the  prefervation  of  a 
power  fo  long  the  friend  and  ally 
of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  prop¬ 
ped  of  its  eftablifhment  in  the  new 
world  with  augmented  ftrength 
and  fplendour. — We, have  it  in 
command  from  his  Majefty  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that  the  determination 
of  the  enemy  to  excite  hostilities 
between  his  Majefty  and  his  late 
allies,  the  Emperors  of  Ruffia  and 
Auftria,  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  has 
been  but  too  fuccefsful ;  and  that 
the  Minifters  from  thofe  powers 
have  demanded  and  received  their 
paffports.  This  meafure,  On  the 
part  of  Rufiia,  has  been  attempted 
to  be  juftified  by  a  ftatement  of 
wrongs  and  grievances  which  have 
no  real  foundation.  The  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  has  indeed  proffered  his 
mediation  between  his  Majefty  and 
France.  His  Majefty  did  not  re- 
fufe  that  mediation  ;  but  he  is  con¬ 
fident  you  will  feel  the  propriety 
of  its  not  having  been  accepted 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Se 


until  his  Majefty  fhould  have  been 
enabled  to  afeertain  that  Rufiia 
was  in  a  condition  to  mediate  im¬ 
partially,  and  until  the  principles 
of  the  bafis  on  which  France  was 
ready  to  negociate,  were  made 
known  to  his  Majefty.  No  pre¬ 
tence  of  j uftification  can  be  alleged 
for  the  hoftile  conduct  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Auftria,  or  for  that  of  his 
Pruflian  Majefty.  His  Majefty 
has  not  given  the  flighteft  ground 
of  complaint  to  either  of  thofe  fo- 
vereigns ;  nor  even  at  the  moment 
when  they  have  refpeCtively  with¬ 
drawn  their  Minifters,  have  they 
affigned  to  his  majefty  any  diftind 
caufe  for  that  proceeding. — His 
Majefty  has  directed  the  copies  of 
the  correfpondence  between  his 
Majefty’s  ambafladors  and  the  Mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruf- 
fia,  during  the  negociations  at  Til- 
fit,  and  the  official  note  of  the 
Ruffian  Minifter  at  this  Court,  con¬ 
taining  the  offer  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty’s  mediation  between  his 
Majefty  and  France,  together  with 
the  anfwer  returned  to  that  note 
by  his  Majefty’s  command ;  and 
alfo  copies  of  the  official  notes  pre- 
fented  by  the  Auftrian  Minifter  at 
this  Court,  and  of  the  anfwers 
which  his  Majefty  commanded  to 
be  returned  to  them,  fhould  be  laid 
before  you.  It  is  with  concern 
that  his  Majefty  commands  us  to 
inform  you,  that  notwithftanding 
his  earneft  wifhes  to  terminate  the 
war  in  which  he  is  engaged  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  his  Majefty’s 
endeavours,  unhappily  for  the 
Turkifh  empire,  have  been  defeat¬ 
ed  by  the  machinations  of  France* 
not  lefs  the  enemy  of  the  Porte 
than  of  Great  Britain.  But  while 
the  influence  of  France  has  been 
kies.  *  U  thn$ 
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thus  unfortunately  fuccefsful  in 
preventing  the  termination  of  ex¬ 
iting  hoftilities,  and  in  exciting 
new  wars  againft  this  country  ;  his 
Majefty  commands  us  to  inform 
you,  that  the  king  of  Sweden  has 
refitted  every  attempt  to  induce 
him  to  abandon  his  alliance  with 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  entertains  no  doubt  that  you 
will  feel  with  him  the  facred. 
nefs  of  the  duty  which  the  fi r ru¬ 
ne  fs  and  fidelity  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  impofe  upon  his  Majefty  ; 
and  that  you  will  concur  in  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  difcharge  it 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  country. 

« — It  remains  for  us,  according  to 
his  Majefty’s  command,  to  ftate  to 
you  that  the  treaty  of  commerce 
and  amity  between  his  Majefty 
and  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  was  concluded  and  figned 
by  commiflioners  duly  authorifed 
for  that  purpofe,  on  the  31ft  of 
December,  1806,  has  not  taken 
effed,  in  confequence  of  the  refu- 
fal  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  to  ratify  that  inftrument. 
For  an  unauthorifed  ad  of  force 
committed  againft  an  American 
fhip  of  war,  his  Majefty  did  not  he- 
fitate  to  offer  immediate  and  fpon- 
taneous  reparation.  But  an  attempt 
has  been  made  by  the  American 
Government  to  conned  with  the 
queftion  which  has  arifen  out  of 
this  ad,  pretenfions  inconfiftent 
with  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Britain ;  fuch  pretenfions  his  Majefty 
is  determined  never  to  admit. — His 
Majefty,  never thelefs,  hopes  that 
the  American  Government  will  be 
aduated  by  the  fame  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
friendfhip  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  which  has  ever  influenced 
his  Majefty  *s  condud,  and  that  any 


difficulties  in  the  difeuffion  now 
pending  may  be  effedually  remov¬ 
ed. — His  Majefty  has  commanded 
us  to  ftate  to  you,  that,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  decree  by  which 
France  declared  the  whole  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  blockade,  andfubjeded  to 
feizure  and  confifcation  the  pro¬ 
duce  and  manufadures  of  his 
kingdom,  his  Majefty  reforted,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  to  a  meafure  oi 
mitigated  retaliation  ;  and  that  this 
meafure  having  proved  ineffedual 
for  its  objed,  his  majefty  has 
ft  nee  found  it  neceflary  to  adopt 
others  of  greater  rigour,  which,  he 
commands  us  to  ftate  to  you,  will 
require  the  aid  of  Parliament  to  give 
them  complete  and  effedual  opera¬ 
tion.  His  Majefty  has  direded 
copies  of  the  orders  which  he  has. 
iffued  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council  upon  this  fubjed  to  be  laid 
before  you ;  and  he  commands  us 
to  recommend  them  to  your  early 
attention. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

<(  His  Majefty  has  direded  the 
eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year  to 
be  laid  before  you,  in  the  fulleft 
confidence  that  your  loyalty  and 
public  fpirit  will  induce  you  to 
make  fuch  provifion  for  the  public 
fervice  as  the  urgency  of  affairs 
may  require.  His  Majefty  has 
great  fatisfadion  in  informing  you, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  difficult 
ties  which  the  enemy  has  endea¬ 
voured  to  impofe  upon  the  com¬ 
merce  of  his  fubjeds,  and  upon 
their  intercourfe  with  other  na¬ 
tions,  the  refources  of  the  country 
have  continued  in  the  laft  year  to 
be  fo  abundant,  as  to  have  pro* 
duced,  both  from  the  permanent 
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fid  temporary  revenue,  a  receipt 
onfiderably  larger  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  fatisfadion 
which  his  Majefty  feels  allured  you 
will  derive,  in  common  with  his 
Majefty,  from  this  proof  of  the  fo- 
lidity  of  thefe  refources,  cannot  but 
be  greatly  increafed,  if,  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  confidently  hopes,  it  fhall  be 
found  poflible  to  raife  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  for  the  prefent  year 
without  any  material  addition  to 
the  public  burthens. 

f(  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“We  are  efpecially  commanded 
to  fay  to  you,  in  the  name  of  his 
Majefty,  that,  if  ever  there  was  a 
juft  and  national  war,  it  is  that 
which  his  Majefty  is  now  com¬ 
pelled  to  profecute.  This  war  is  in 
its  principle  purely  defenfive.  His 
Majefty  looks  but  to  the  attainment 
of  a  fectire  and  honourable  peace  : 
but  fuch  a  peace  can  only  be  ne¬ 
gotiated  upon  a  footing  of  perfed 
equality.  The  eyes  of  Europe  and 
of  the  world  are  fixed  upon  the 
JBritilh  parliament.  If,  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  confidently  trufts,  you  difplay 
in  this  crifis  of  the  fate  of  the  coun¬ 
try  the  eharaderiftic  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  nation,  and  face  unappalled 
the  unnatural  combination  which 
is  gathered  around  us,  his  Majefty 
bids  us  to  aflure  you  of  his  firm 
perfuafion,  that,  under  the  blefling 
of  Divine  Providence,  the  ftruggle 
will  prove  fuccefsful  and  glorious 
to  Great  Britain. — We  are  laftly 
commanded  to  aflure  you,  that 
in  this  awful  and  momentous  con- 
teft,  you  may  rely  on  the  firmnefs 
of  his  Majefty,  who  lias  no  caufe 
but  that  of  his  people  ;  and  that  his 
Majefty  reciprocally  relies  on  the 
wifdom,  the  conftancy,  and  the 
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affedionate  fupport  of  his  Parlia¬ 
ment-^ 


Protefl ,  refpetting  the  feixure  of  the 
..  Danifh fleet. 

Die  fo^vis,  2 1  °  Januarii)  i8o8« 

A  motion  was  made  to  omit  the 
fourth  paragraph  in  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  (viz. 
the  paragraph  refpeding  the  feiz- 
ure  of  the  Danifti  fleet  ;)  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  “  that  the  faid 
paragraph  do  ftand  part  of  the 
motion,"  the  fame  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

Diflentient, 

Becaufe  no  proof  of  hoftile  in¬ 
tention  on  the  part  of  Denmark 
has  been  adduced,  nor  any  cafe  of 
neceflity  made  out,  to  juftify  the 
attack  upon  Copenhagen,  without 
which  the  meafure  is,  in  our  con¬ 
ception,  difcreditable  to  the  cha- 
rader  and  injurious  to  the  interefts 
of  this  country. 

W.  Frederick.  Vaffall  Holland. 

Rawdon.  Norfolk. 

Lauderdale.  Sidmouth. 

Grey. 

Diflentient,  for  the  above  rea- 
fons,  and  for  thofe  that  follow  : 

Becaufe  it  has  only  been  through 
the  flow  and  painful  progreffion 
of  many  ages,  that  civilized  na¬ 
tions  have  emerged  from  a  ftate  of 
continual  infecurity  and  violence 
by  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  uni- 
verfal  public  law,  whofe  maxims 
and  precedents  have  been  long  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  of  the  fame 
force  and  obligation  as  the  muni¬ 
cipal  conftitutions  of  particular 
ftates  ;  a  fyftem  which  has  gra¬ 
dually  ripened  with  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  learning  and  the  extenfion 
of  commerce,  and  which  ought  to 
be  held  facred  and  inviolate  by  all 
*  U  2  govern- 


292*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


governments,  as  binding  the  whole 
civilized  world  under  one  politic 
and  moral  dominion. 

Becaufe  alleged  departures  from 
the  principles  and  authority  of  this 
public  law  in  the  earlieft  ftages  of 
the  French  revolution  were  held 
out  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  as  the  origin  and  juftifica- 
tion  of  the  firft  war  with  revolu¬ 
tionary  France  j  and  becaufe  in 
all  its  fubfequent  ftages,  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  hoRili ties  was  uniformly 
vindicated  in  various  ads  of  ftate, 
as  being  neceffary  for  the  fupport 
of  the  moral  and  political  order  of 
the  world,  againft  the  avowed  dis¬ 
regard  and  fubverfion  of  it  by  the 
different  governments  of  France, 
by  their  groundlefs  and  unprovoked 
attacks  upon  the  independence  of 
unoffending  nations. 

Becaufe  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  on  being  repeatedly  called 
upon  by  the  king  and  parliament 
to  fupport  the  public  law,  thus 
alleged  to  have  been  violated,  and 
to  exhibit  an  example  to  the  moft 
diftant  aees  of  inflexible  national 
virtue,  fubmitted  to  the  heavieft 
burthens,  and  Sacrificed  the  moft 
effentlal  advantages,  rather  than 
confent  to  any  peace,  which  was 
confidered  by  their  Government  as 
an  abandonment  of  their  allies,  or 
as  an  inadequate  fecurity  for  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  other  na¬ 
tions  :  and  becaufe  it  appears  in 
many  ftate  papers  during  the  pro. 
grefs  of  the  wars  with  the  differ¬ 
ent  governments  of  France,  that  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain,  and  her  pledge  to 
the  worlds  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  acknowledged  principles  of 
public  law,  as  the  only  foundation 
upon  which  the  relations  of  peace 


and  amity  between  nations  could 
be  fupported. 

Becaufe  it  is  the  firft  and  moft 
indifpenfable  maxim  of  public 
law,  founded  indeed  upon  the  im¬ 
mutable  principles  of  juftice,  that 
no  violence  fhould  be  offered  by 
one  ftate  to  another,  nor  any  in. 
trufion  made  upon  the  rights,  pro¬ 
perty,  independence,  or  fecurity- 
of  its  inhabitants,  except  upon  an 
aggreftion  by  fuch  ftate,  and  the 
refufal  of  adequate  fatisfadion  5  or 
in  the  rare  inftance  of  indifpenfa. 
ble  neceflity,  involving  national 
deftrudion,  fuch  as  in  the  cafe  of 
an  individual  would  juftify  horfii, 
cide,  or  deftrudion  of  property, 
for  felf-prefervation  ;  and  becaufe 
the  obfervance  of  this  rule  fhould, 
if  pofiible,  be  held  more  faered  by 
great  and  powerful  nations,  it  be¬ 
ing  the  very  end  and  objed  of  uni- 
verfal  law  to  give  perfed  fecurity 
to  the  weakeft  communities  under 
the  fhadow  of  an  impartial  juftice. 

Becaufe  the  late  attack  upon 
Copenhagen,  in  a  feafon  of  pro¬ 
found  peace  with  the  crown  and 
people  of  Denmark,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  folemn  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  Crown  Prince,  of  his 
refolution  to  maintain  his  neutra¬ 
lity,  and  to  confider  any  nation  as 
an  enemy  which  fhould  feek  to 
difturb  it,  would,  without  fome 
juft  caufe,  which  in  this  cafe  is 
wholly  unfupported  by  proof,  be 
a  moft  raanifeft  and  unprincipled 
departure  from  the  whole  fyftem 
of  moral  policy  and  juftice,  which 
the  Britifh  Governrhent  had,  as 
above,  profefled  to  ad  upon  ;  in. 
afrauch  as  any  contempt  or  viola¬ 
tion  of  public  law  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  though  it  might 
releafe  Great  Britain  from  all  ob¬ 
fervance 


STATE 

fervanoe  of  it,  as  far  as  regarded 
•filch  offending  belligerent,  could 
,not  poffibly  deftroy  or  affeCl  its 
protective  functions  in  her  inter- 
eourfe  with  friendly  and  peace¬ 
able  ftat.es.  On  the  contrary,  it 
ought  to  have  inverted  the  law  of 
nations  with  a  more  binding  and 
facred  obligation,  fmce  the  pre¬ 
ferred  objeCt  and  jollification  of 
our  war  with  France  at  that  very 
moment  was  to  reftore  to  a  fu tier¬ 
ing  world,  the  good  faith  and  fecu- 
rity  which  had  been  ioft  by  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  its  dominion. 

Becaufe  information  of  a  pro¬ 
jected  confederacy  between  France 
and  Denmark,  affumed  without 
evidence,  to  have  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  minifters  through  chan¬ 
nels  which  called,  on  their  parts, 
for  inviolable  fecrecy,  might  be  a 
foundation  for  acquitting  them 
from  blame,  if  the  queftion  before 
the  houfe  had  been  the  propriety 
.of  their  acquittal  or  condemnation  ; 
yet  it  cannot  poffibly  juflify,  in 
theabfence  of  all  proof,  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  pronouncing  their 
.attack  upon  Copenhagen  to  be  an 
aft  of  indifpenfable  duty  ;  becaufe, 
giving  credit  to  the  declarations  of 
minifters,  that  they  had  informa¬ 
tion  of  fuch  projected  confede¬ 
racy,  it  is  impoffible  for  this  houfe 
to  know  whether  they  ought  to 
have  been  aCted  upqn  to  fo  dread¬ 
ful  aq  extent,  without  having  be¬ 
fore  it,  mod  precifely  and  dif- 
tin&Iy,  the  fpecific  nature  of  fuch 
communications,  fo  as  to  be  able 
to  eftimate  the  credit  due  to  them, 
not  only  from  the  faCts  themfelves, 
but  from  the  fixations  and  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  perfons  by  whom 
they  were  made. 

The  conduCt,  befides,  of  mi- 
jufters,  in  the  whole  tranfaCtion, 
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is  in  ma-nifeft  oppofition  to  this 
principle  of  the  attack.  They 
made  no  fuch  charge  upon  Den¬ 
mark  when  before  Copenhagen, 
nor  even  pretended  to  have  invaded 
her  with  a  caufe  of  war.  Their 
language  upon  the  fpot,  and  even 
in  the  addrefs  propofed  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  is  the  language  of  regret ;  a 
language  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  vindication  of  a  proceeding 
which  would  have  been  as  mild 
and  forbearing  a  gain  ft  an  enemy, 
as  it  was  barbarous  and  treacherous 
againft  a  friend.  The  pofition 
alfo  of  Denmark,  when  the  af- 
fauit  was  made  upon  her,  is  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  to  refill  the 
prefumption  of  an  underftanding 
with  France.  Her  army  was  in 
Holftein,  which  France  was  me¬ 
nacing,  whilft  Zealand  was  left 
defencelefs,  and  the  (hips  dis¬ 
mantled,  at  a  moment  when  the 
confoioufnefs  of  a  treaty  or  confe¬ 
deracy  muft  have  fuggefted  to  all 
the  contracting  or  confederating 
parties,  the  neceflity  of  concen¬ 
trating  the  whole  force  of  Den¬ 
mark  to  defend  her  capital,  and 
to  fecure  her  fleet. 

Becaufe  no  evidence  whatever 
has  been  laid  before  the  houfe  to 
eftablifh  any  hoftile  confederacy 
between  Denmark  and  France, 
nor  any  defign  on  the  part  of  the 
former  to  depart  from  the  rtriCtcft 
neutrality  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
above-mentioned  folemn  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Crown  Prince  to  the 
Britifti  Minifter  ought  to  have 
been  received  by  his  Majefty  *s  fer- 
vants  as  the  pledge  of  a  firm  refo- 
lution  to  maintain  neutrality  j  and 
becaufe  nothing  fhort  of  a  hoftile 
defign  in  the  Government  of  Den¬ 
mark  could  juflify  the  demand  of 
her  fleet,  or  the  bombardment  of 
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Copenhagen  to  enforce  the  fur* 
render  of  it. 

Becaufe  it  was  completely  in 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  have 
protected  the  Damfh  fleet  from 
any  hoftile  attack  of  France,  which 
deftroys  the  pretence  of  fuch  an 
indifpenfable  neceflity  as  could 
alone  juftify  even  the  flighteft 
trefpafs  upon  a  peaceable  and  un¬ 
offending  ftate. 

Becaufe,  ftill  affirming  in  the 
abfence  of  all  evidence  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  Government  of  Den¬ 
mark  was  faithful  to  her  neutrality, 
no  fpeculation  of  the  probable  fall 
of  her  fleet  into  the  poffeflion  or 
power  of  France  could  poflibly 
juftify  its  hoftile  feizure  by  Great 
Britain.  Such  a  principle  would 
be  utterly  fubverfive  of  the  firft 
elements  of  public  law,  as  being 
deftrudive  of  the  independence  of 
weaker  ftates,  inafmuch  as  it 
would  create  a  jurifdidion  in  the 
ftronger  nations  to  fubftitute  their 
own  fecurity  and  convenience  for 
the  general  rule,  and  invert  them 
alfo  with  the  foie  privilege  of  de¬ 
termining  the  occaflons  upon 
which  they  might  confider  them 
to  be  endangered  ;  and  becaufe  to 
juftify  the  attack  and  plunder  of  a 
weak  unoffending  power,  upon 
the  affumption  that  a  ftronger 
belligerent  might  other  wife  attack 
and  plunder  her,  would  be  to  ered 
a  new  public  law  upon  the  found¬ 
ation  of  difhonour  and  violence, 
making  the  tyranny  of  one  nation 
a  warrant  for  fubftituting  the  do¬ 
minion  of  oppreftion  for  the  fa- 
cred  obligations  of  morality,  hu¬ 
manity,  and  juft  ice. 

Becaufe,  fuppofing  it  to  have 
been  not  only  probable,  but  even 
p^tainj  th^t  pfance  could  have 


fucceedcd  in  carrying  away  in  the 
winter  the  fhips  and  ftores  from 
Copenhagen,  but  without  the  con- 
fent  of  Denmark,  faithful  to  her 
neutrality,  the  iniquity  of  that  ad, 
in  found  policy,  independently  of 
all  conftderations  of  juftice,  ought 
to  have  been  left  to  the  French 
Government  to  perpetrate  ;  becaufe 
the  carcafes  of  the  fhips  would 
have  been  the  only  fruit  of  an  ad 
of  the  deepeft  atrocity,  wldlft  the 
indignation  of  a  brave  and  gener¬ 
ous  people,  now  too  juftly  di reded 
againft  Great  Britain,  would  then 
have  been  pointed  againft  France  ; 
and  Denmark,  with  the  protedion 
of  our  fleets,  might  have  kept  open 
the  Baltic  to  our  commerce,  and 
extended  our  maritime  means  of 
reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  the 
world. 

Becaufe,  until  this  attack  upon 
Copenhagen  fhall  receive  vindica¬ 
tion  by  proof  of  its  juftice,  or  con* 
demnarion,  in  the  abfence  of  it, 
from  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  fhe  has  loft  her  moral  ftation 
in  the  world ;  fince  the  very  fyf- 
tem  of  wrong  and  violence,  which 
fhe  has  fo  long  confederated  Eu¬ 
rope  to  deftroy,  at  the  expence  of 
her  blood  and  refources,  will  have 
been  eftablifhed  and  confirmed  by 
her  own  example, 

Becaufe  a  whole  nation  ought 
not  in  the  mean  time  to  be  difho- 
noured,  nor  its  immemorial  charac- 
teriftic  brought  into  queftion,  for 
the  ads  of  Minifters  ;  and  becaufe 
it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  fubjeds, 
who,  by  the  conftitutio*  ofthe  Go¬ 
vernment,  have  the  high  privilege 
of  perpetuating  their  fentiments 
upon  the  public  records  of  their 
country,  to  vindicate  themfelves 
from  the  imputation  of  having  ac- 
I  quiefced 
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quiefced  in  ads  of  the  greateft 
injuft  ice. 

Erskine  . 


P roleji  againjl  the  Bill  prohibiting 

the  Exportation  of  Cotton  Wool. 

Diflfentient, 

i ft,  Becaufe,  as  this  bill  prohi¬ 
bits  the  exportation  of  all  cotton 
wool,  and  the  orders  of  council 
of  the  iithand  25th  of  November, 
1807,  force  into  Britiih  ports  the 
whole  of  that  commodity  lent  by 
America  for  the  fupply  of  foreign 
ftates,  the  quantity  brought  by 
thefe  and  other  means  into  the 
Britifh  market  muft  be  fo  grear, 
in  proportion  to  the  demand,  as  to 
reduce  the  value  of  that  commo¬ 
dity  to  a  trifle. 

When  we  conftder,  therefore, 
that  the  ufual  exportation  of  cot¬ 
ton  wool  from  America  is  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  bags, 
amounting,  at  twelve  pounds  per 
bag  to  the  value  of  three  millions 
fterling,  we  conceive  that  this  is 
not  only  a  grofs  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  but  the  moft  fub- 
ftantial  injury  ever  inflided  on  a 
friendly  and  independent  ftate. 

2dly,  Becaufe  this  redudioo  of 
the  value  of  cotton  wool  will  bift. 
courage  the  growth  of  it  to  a  de¬ 
gree  that,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
when  the  demand  for  our  cotton 
goods  revives,  muft  deeply  injure 
this  extenfive  branch  of  our  ma. 
nufadures,  by  producing  a  de¬ 
ficiency  in  the  fupply,  and  con- 
fequent  dearnefs  of  the  raw  mate* 
rial. 

3dly,  Becaufe  much  as  we  re¬ 
gret  the  unwarrantable  provoca¬ 
tion  given  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  injury  thus  in* 


fl  dei  on  our  manufadures,  we 
feel  with  ftill  deeper  afflidion  the 
evil  with  which  this  bill  threatens 
the  conftitutioo  of  our  country.. 

Whilft  it  prohibits  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  cotton  wool,  it  permits  his 
naajefty,  by  licence  under  his  fign 
manual,  to  authorife  any  perfon  to 
export  from  Great  Britain  any 
quantity  of  cotton  wool,  under  fuch 
regulations,  reftridions,  and  fecu- 
rities,  as  mav  be  fpecified  in  the 
licence  ;  and  thus  confers  on  the 
crown  a  legal  right  to  arrange  and 
(hare  out  the  trade  in  a  moft  va¬ 
luable  commodity  ;  a  principle 
which  if  extended  to  other  articles, 
muft  create  a  new  and  alarming 
fource  of  influence,  almoft  bound* 
lefs  in  the  extent  to  which  it  may 
be  carried. 

Even  when  confined  to  the  pre- 
fent  inftance  of  cotton  wool,  it  ap* 
pears  to  us  a  rimft  dangerous  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  patronage  of  the 
crown.  We  believe  there  is  no 
intelligent  merchant  who  muft  not 
think,  that  by  the  prohibition  to 
export  cotton  wool  the  value  of 
that  article  will  fuffer  a  diminu¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  at  leaft  ol  one 
million  fterling.  It  is  plain,  there¬ 
fore,  that  if  his  majefty  can,  by 
granting  licences,  fupply  the  mar¬ 
kets  to  which  cotton  wool  went 
before  this  unwarrantable  inter¬ 
ruption  of  the  trade — as  the  com¬ 
modity,  with  the  rcftoration  ot  de¬ 
mand,  muft  refume  its  value — this 
immenfe  fum  may  be  corruptly 
diftributed  by  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  by  giving  licences  to 
perfons  whofe  political  copdud  it 
may  wifh  to  influence. 

4thly,  Becaufe  we  think  there 
is  juft  reafon  to  believe,  that  this 
meafure  is  adopted  with  a  view  to 
create  the  undue  influence  with 

which 
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which  it  arms  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment;  for  the  following  claufe, 
which  tends  to  do  away  the  in» 
fl iience  the  bill  confers,  without 
deranging  the  fy idem  it  means  to 
eftahlifti,  was  rejected  by  the 
houfe. 

Si  Provided  always,  that  when 
bis  majefty  fnall  determine,  by  li¬ 
cence  to  authorife  the  exportation 
of  any  given  quantity  of  cotton 
wool,  the  board  of  trade  th all  an¬ 
nounce  fuch  determination  in  the 
gazette,  together  with  the  regula¬ 
tions,  reitridtions,  and  fecurities, 
intended  to  be  fpecified  in  the  li¬ 
cence  ;  and  the  name  of  every  per- 
fon  who,  within  a  week,  (hall  Hate 
in  writing  to  the  fecretary  of  the 
fa  id  board,  his  defire  to  export  the 
quantity  of  cotton  meant  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  under  the  conditions  ftipu- 
lated,  Hi  all  be  put  into  a  glafs  jar  ; 
and  at  12  o’  clock  in  the  ninth  day 
after  the  advertifement  (hall  have 
been  inferted  in  the  Gazette,  the 
fecretary  of  the  board  of  trade  (hall, 
in  the  prefence  of  fuch  of  the  per- 
fons  defirous  of  exporting  cotton 
wool  as  may  choofe  to  attend,  after 
mixing  the  names  in  a  manner  to 
preclude  all  fufpicion  of  prefer¬ 
ence,  dyaw  out  of  the  faid  jar  one 
of  the  names  therein  contained,  and 
bis  majeity’s  licence  (hall  forth* 
with  be  granted  to  the  perfon 
whofe  name  is  fo  drawn.’’ 

ythly,  Becaufe,  recollecting  that 
within  thefe  few  days  the  two 
foufes  of  parliament  have  received 
an  unanimous  petition  of  the  com¬ 
mon  council  of  the  city  of  London, 
declaring  ‘‘  that  the  burdens  borne 
by  the  people  of  this  country  have 
been  cOnflderably  augmented  by 
grofs  abufes  in  the  management 
and  expenditure  of  the  public 
jmoney,  and  by  a  profufion  of  fine-. 


cure  places  and  penfions,  which 
have  not  only  greatly  added  to  their 
fufferings,  but  created  a  pernici¬ 
ous  and  dangerous  influence,  cor* 
rupting  and  undermining  the  pure 
and  free  principles  of  the  Britifh 
conftiiution,’5  we  dread  that  the 
palling  of  this  bill  mull  give  rife 
to  ferious  and  alarming  difeontent, 
when  it  is  known  that  it  may  even¬ 
tually  arm  the  crown  with  the 
power  of  diftributing  a  fum  equal 
in  amount  to  the  fum  allowed  for 
defraying  the  expenditure  of  his 
majeity’s  civil  lift,  unaccompanied 
by  any  check  to  prevent  its  being 
ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  augment¬ 
ing  to  an  unparalleled  degree  that 
ii  pernicious  and  dangerous  in* 
fluence’’  which  has  fo  folemnly 
been  hated  to  parliament  by  his 
majeity’s  faithful  and  loyal  fub- 
jeCts,  the  corporation  of  London, 
as  “  corrupting  and  undermining 
the  pure  and  free  principles  of  tilt 

Britifh  conftitution.*, 

Lauderdale,  Albemarle, 
King, 


B  rot  eft  again  ft  th s  Bill  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  Exportation  of  Bark  to 
France. 

Diflentient, 

lit,  Becaufe  the  jefuits*  bark, 
the  exportation  of  which  is  prohi¬ 
bited  by  this  bill,  has  been  found 
by  long  experience  to  be  a  fpecific 
for  many  dangerous  difeafes  which 
war  has  a  tendency  to  fpread  and 
to  exafperate  ;  and  becaufe  to  em¬ 
ploy  as  an  engine  of  war  the  pri¬ 
vation  of  the  only  remedy  for  fome 
of  the  greateft  fufferings  which 
war  is  capable  of  inflicting,  is 
manifeflly  repugnant  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of.^the  chriltian  religion, 

contrary 
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contrary  to  humanity,  and  not 
juftified  by  any  pra&ice  of  civili¬ 
zed  nations. 

zdly,  Becaufe  the  means  to 
which  recourfe  has  been  hitherto 
had  in  war  have  no  analogy  to  the 
barbarous  enactment  of  this  bill  ; 
inafmuch  as  it  is  not  even  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  privation  to  be  created 
by  it  has  any  tendency  what¬ 
ever  to  feif-detence,  or  to  compel 
the  enemy  to  the  reftoration  of 
peace  ;  the  only  legitimate  object 
by  which  the  infliction  of  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war  can  in  any  cafe  be 
juftified, 

3dly,  Becaufe  the  only  poflible 
anfwer  to  thefe  objections  is,  that 
the  bill  will  not  produce  the  priva¬ 
tion  which  is  held  forth  as  its  of- 
tenfible  objed,  inafmuch  as  the 
jefuits*  bark  may  be  exported  un¬ 
der  licences  from  the  crown  ;  but 
fiuch  an  anfwer  would  only  prove 
the  bill  to  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  its 
purpofes,  whilft  it  would  ft  ill  leave 
in  its  full  operation  the  ©dious  pre¬ 
cedent  of  having  reforted,  in  cold 
blood,  for  the  mere  fpeculative 
fale  of  our  manufactures,  even  to 
the  poflible  infliction  of  miferies 
not  to  be  vindicated  but  by  the 
view  of  felf-prefervation,  or,  in 
the  extremities  of  war,  directed  to 
that  juftifiable  object. 

4thly,  Becaufe,  as  no  fcarcity  of 
the  jefuits’  bark  appears  to  exilt  in 
France,  and  as,  in  the  contrary 
cafe,  no  poflible  exertion  on  the 
part  of  this  country  could  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  its  importation  into 
the  numerous  ports  under  the  do¬ 
minion  or  controul  of  the  French 
government,  the  bill  appears  to 
us  to  be  grofsly  vicious  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  whilft  it  is  abfolutely  nu¬ 
gatory  in  practice,  and  therefore. 


in  every  point  of  view,  difgraceful 
and  abfurd. 

5thly,  Becaufe  if  it  were  even 
juft,  expedient,  or  practicable,  to 
force  the  importation  of  our  manu¬ 
factures  upon  our  enemies,  by 
withholding  the  jefuits’  bark  but 
upon  condition  of  their  permitting 
fuch  importation,  that  principle 
fhould  have  been  diftindly  ex- 
preffed  in  the  bill,  and  the  condi¬ 
tions  fpecifically  declared  in  it,  in- 
ftead  of  veiling  in  the  crown  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  diferetion  to  difpenfe  with 
the  prohibition  by  licences ;  a 
power  deftrudiye  of  the  equality  of 
Brftirh  commerce,  and  dangerous 
to  the  freedom  of  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution. 

Erfkine, 

Cholmondely, 

Upper  Oft'ory, 

Bedford, 

Ponfonby  (earl  of  Befboroughl, 
Albemarle, 

Ponfonby  (of  Imokilly), 

Effex, 

Carrington, 

Grenville, 

Rofslyn, 

Lauderdale, 

Clifton  (earl  Darnley). 


Speech  delivered  in  his  Majejly’s 
Name  on  the  Prorogation  of  Pa  rim- 
merit,  July  4. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

V.  e  have  it  in  command  from 
his  Majelly  to  exprefs  to  you  the 
great  fatisfadion  which  he  derives 
from  being  enabled,  by  putting 
an  end  to  the  prefen  t  feflions  of 
parliament,  to  terminate  the  labo¬ 
rious  attendance  which  the  pub- 
lic  bufinefs  has  required  of  you. 

The 
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The  meafures  which  you  have 
adopted  for  the  improvement  of 
the  military  force  of  the  country, 
promife  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  fyftem  of  internal  defence,  emi¬ 
nently  ufeful,  and  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  exigence  of  thefe  times. 
Thefan&ion  which  you  have  given 
to  thofe  meafures  of  defenftve  re¬ 
taliation,  to  which  the  violent 
attacks  of  the  enemy  upon  the  com¬ 
merce  and  refources  of  this  king¬ 
dom  compelled  his  Majefty  to  re- 
fort,  has  been  highly  fatisfa&o- 
ry  to  his  Majefly.  His  Majefty 
doubts  not  that  in  the  refult  the 
enemy  will  be  convinced  of  the  im¬ 
policy  of  perfevcring  in  a  fyftem 
which  retorts  upon  himfelf  in  fo 
much  greater  proportion  thofe  evils 
which  he  endeavours  to  infli<51  upon 
this  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  We  are  commanded  by  his 
.Majefly  to  return  his  moft  hearty 
acknowledgments  for  the  cheerful, 
nefs  and  liberality  with  which  the 
neceffary  fupplies  for  the  current 
year  have  been  provided.  His 
Majefly  directs  us  to  a  flu  re  ycu, 
that  he  participates  in  the  fatisfac- 
tion  with  which  you  muft  have 
contemplated  the  fiourifhing  fixa¬ 
tion  of  the  revenue  and  credit  of 
the  country,  notwithflanding  the 
continued  preffure  of  the  war  :  and 
he  congratulates  you  upon  having 
been  enabled  to  provide  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  public  fervice,  with 
fo  fmall  an  addition  to  the  public 
burthens.  His  Majefty  commands 
os  to  thank  you  for  having  enabled 
him  to  make  good  his  engagement 
with  his  allies  ;  and  to  exprefs  to 
you  the  particular  gratification 
which  he  has  derived  from  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  have  provided 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  After, 


her  royal  .highnefs  the  ducbefs  of 
Brunfwick. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,— 
His  Majefty  has  great  fatisfa&ion 
in  informing  you,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  formidable  confede¬ 
racy  united  againft  his  ally  the 
King  of  Sweden,  that  fovereign 
perfeveres,  with  unabated  vigour 
and  conftancy,  to  maintain  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  independence  of  his 
crown  ;  and  that  no  effort  has 
been  wanting  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty,  to  fupport  him  in  the  ar¬ 
duous  conteft  in  which  he  is  en¬ 
gaged.  The  recent  tranfa&ions  in 
Spain  and  Italy  have  exhibited  new 
and  ftriking  proofs  of  the  un¬ 
bounded  and  unprincipled  ambi¬ 
tion  which  aduates  the  common 
enemy  of  every  eftablifhed  govern* 
ment  and  independent  nation  in 
the  world.  His  Majefty  views 
with  the  livelicft  intereft  the  loyal 
and  determined  fpirit  manifefted 
by  the  Spanifh  nation  in  refilling 
the  violence  and  perfidy  with 
which  their  deareft  rights  have 
been  affailed.  The  Spanilh  na¬ 
tion  thus  nobly  ft  Higgling  againft 
the  tyranny  and  ufurpation  of 
France,  can  no  longer  be  conftder- 
ed  as  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  is  recognized  by  his  Majefty  as 
a  natural  friend  and  ally.  We  are 
commanded  to  inform  you  that 
communications  have  been  made 
to  his  Majefty  from  feveral  of  the 
provinces  of  Spain,  foliciting  the 
aid  of  his  Majefty.  The  anfwer 
of  his  Majefty  to  thefe  communi¬ 
cations  has  been  received  in  Spain 
with  every  demonftration  of  thofe 
fentiments  of  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tion  which  are  congenial  to  the 
feelings  and  true  interefts  of  both 
nations ;  and  his  Majefty  com* 
mands  us  to  affure  you,  that  he 

will 
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will  continue  to  make  every  exer¬ 
tion  in  his  power  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Spanifh  caufe  ;  guided  in 
the  choice  and  in  the  direction  of 
his  exertions  by  ihe  vvifhes  of 
thofe  in  whofe  behalf  they  are  em¬ 
ployed.  In  contributing  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  juft  and  glorious  caufe, 
his  Majefty  has  no  other  object 
than  that  of  preferving  unimpaired 
the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  Spanilh  monarchy.  But  he 
trufts  that  the  fame  efforts  which 
are  directed  to  that  great  objeCt 
may,  under  the  blelfing  of  Divine 
Providence,  lead  in  their  effeds, 
and  by  their  example,  to  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  liberties  and  the 
peace  of  Europe. 


Convention  between  his  Majefty  the 

King  of  England ,  &c.  and  the 

King  of  Sweden. 

The  confequences  of  the  treaty 
of  Tilfit,  between  Ruflia  and  France, 
unfolding  themfelves  more  and  more 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  threaten 
Sweden  with  a  fpeedy  invafion, 
for  the  purpofe  oi  forcing  her  to 
accede  to  the  French  fyftcm  ;  and 
his  Swedifh  Majefty  finding  him- 
felf  therefore  under  the  neceflity 
of  bringing  forward,  to  refill  its 
effeds,  a  greater  force  than  he  has 
at  his  ordinary  difpofal  ; — his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  animated  with  the 
conftant  defire  ot  contributing  to 
the  defence  andfecurity  of  his  ally, 
and  of  fupporting  him  by  every 
means  in  a  war  undertaken  for 
the  mutual  interefts  of  both  dates, 
has  determined  to  give  to  his 
Swedifh  Majefty  an  immediate  aid 
in  money,  as  being  the  moll  prompt 
^nd  efficacious,  to  be  pitid  from 


time  to  time  at  fixed  periods  t 
and  their  majefties  having  judged  it 
expedient  that  a  formal  conven¬ 
tion,  with  regard  to  their  recipro¬ 
cal  intentions  in  this  refped,  Ihould 
be  concluded,  they  have  for  this 
purpofe  named  and  authorifed  their 
refpe&ive  plenipotentiaries,  who 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  : 

1.  His  Majefty  the  king  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great- Britain 
and  Ireland,  engages  that  there 
(hall  be  paid  to  his  Majefty  the  king 
of  Sweden  the  fum  of  1,200,000/. 
fterling,  in  equal  inftalments  of 
300,000 /.  fterling  each  per  month, 
beginning  with  the  month  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  of  the  prefent  year  inclu- 
fively,  and  to  continue  fucceffively 
in  the  courfe  of  each  month,  the 
firft  of  which  inftalments  (hall  be 
paid  on  the  ratification  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  convention  by  hisSwedilh  Ma- 
jefty. 

2.  His  Majefty  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den  engages,  on  his  part,  to  employ 
the  faid  fum  in  putting  into  motion 
and  keeping  on  a  rcfpe&able  efta- 
blifhment,  all  his  land  forces,  and 
fuch  part  as  (hall  be  neceffary  for 
his  fleets,  and  particularly  his  flo¬ 
tilla,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  mod 
effectual  refiftance  to  the  common 
enemies. 

3.  Their  faid  majefties  more*, 
over  engage  to  conclude  no  peace, 
no  truce,  or  convention  of  neutrali¬ 
ty  with  the  enemy,  but  in  concert 
and  by  mutual  agreement. 

The  prefent  convention  fhall 
be  ratified  by  the  two  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  and  its  ratifications 
fhall  be  exchanged  at  London  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  after  the 
fignature  of  the  faid  convention,  or 
fooner  if  it  can  be  done. 


Separate 


:  Separate  Article . 

The  two  high  contracting  parties 
have  agreed  to  concert,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  the  meafures  to  be  taken, 
and  the  auxiliary  fuccours  to  be 
stipulated  for,  in  the  cafe  of  a  war 
actually  taking  place  between  Swe¬ 
den  and  the  powers  her  neighbours ; 
and  the  ftipulations  which  may  then 
refult  fhall  be  confidered  as  ffpa- 
rare  and  additional  articles  to  this 
convention,  and  fhall  have  the  fame 
force  as  if  they  were  word  for  word 
inferted  therein. 

In  faith  of  which,  we  the  under- 
figned  plenipotentiaries  of  their 
faid  majedies,  have  figned  the 
prefent  convention,  and  this  fe- 
parate  article,  and  have  caufed  the 
fical  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Stockholm,  the  8th  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  redemp¬ 
tion  1808. 

Edav.  Thornton  (L.  S.) 

F.  Ehrenheim  (L.  S.) 


Treaty  of  Alliance  and  Subfidy ,  be - 
tween  his  Majejly  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ,  and  his  Ma- 
jefy  the  King  of  the  Two  Sici¬ 
lies. — Signed  at  Palermo ,  March 
30,  1808. 

His  Majedy  the  king  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ot  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  his  Majedy  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  being 
equally  animated  by  a  finccre  de¬ 
ft  re  ot  ftrengthening  more  and 
more  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and 
good  underdanding  which  fo  hap¬ 
pily  fubdd  between  them,  have 
judged  that  nothing  could  contri¬ 
bute  more  efficacioufly  to  that  fa¬ 


in  tary  end  than  the  conclufion  of 
a  treaty  of  alliance  and  fubfidy. 
For  this  purpofe  their  faid  majef- 
ties  have  named  their  refpeftive 
plenipotentiaries,  viz.  his  Britannic 
Majedy,  the  right  hon.  Y\  illiam 
Drummond,  one  of  his  Majedy’s 
mod  hon.  privy  council,  and  his 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minider 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his 
faid  Sicilian  Majedy  ;  and  his  Ma¬ 
jedy  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
the  right  illudrious  and  right  ex¬ 
cellent  Thomas  de  Somma,  marquis 
of  Circello,  his  gentleman  of  the 
chamber,  field- marfhal  of  his  ar¬ 
mies,  knight  of  his  royal  order  of 
St.  Januaries,  his  counc.ellor  of 
date,  fecretary  of.  date  for  the  de¬ 
partment  of  foreign  affairs,  and  fu- 
perintendant  general  of  the  ports; 
who,  after  having  communicated 
their  refpedtive  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following-  arti¬ 
cles  — ■ 

Art.  1.  There  final  1  be  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  fincere  and  con- 
dant  friendfhip  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majedy  and  his  majedy  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  their 
heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  which  has 
always  fubfifted  up  to  the  prefent 
time. 

2.  The  two  high  contracting 
parties  fhall  afford  to  each  other, 
during  the  present  war  with  France, 
every  fuccour  and  affidance,  in 
proportion  to  their  refpeftive 
forces,  and  diall  prevent  by  com¬ 
mon  confent  every  thing  that 
can  caufe  them  trouble  or  detri¬ 
ment. 

3.  His  Majedy  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  engages  to  grant  to 
the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majedy, 
dationed  in  the  fortreffes  of  Sicily, 
and  to  all  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  an 
exemption  from  all  duties  belong¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  him,  upon  every  thing  of 
which  the  Britifh  fquadrons  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  the  troops  of 
that  nation  may  ftand  in  need,  and 
which  the  country  can  furnifh,  in 
provifions,  food,  and  in  military 
and  naval  ftores. 

4.  His  Sicilian  Majefty  being 
defirous  of  giving  an  additional 
proof  of  the  fentiments  by  which 
he  is  animated,  alfo  engages  to 
exempt  from  all  duties  belonging 
to  him  upon  fuch  provifions  as  may 
be  requifite  for  the  Britifh  fhips  of 
war  at  Malta,  as  well  as  all  military 
ftores  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
country,  on  condition,  however, 
that  each  veftel  or  vetTels  of  war 
be  furnifhed  with  a  requifition 
from  the  governor  of  the  faid 
iftand,  which  fhall  fpecify  the  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  the  quantity  required. 

5.  His  Sicilian  Majefty  further 
engages  in  virtue  of  the  prefent 
treat v,  never  to  allow  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  to  bring  into  any 
of  his  ports  during  the  prefent  war, 
any  Britifh  Ihips  taken  by  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Great  Britain. 

6.  His  Sicilian  Majefty  alfo  en¬ 
gages  to  open  the  ports  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  during,  the  prefent  war  to 
Britifh  fquadrons,  as  well  as  to  all 
merchant  and  other  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  Britifh  fubjefts,  without  any 
reltriCtion  whatever,  referring  to  the 
the  third  article,  with  refpeCt  to 
exemption  from  duties. 

7.  His  Britannic  Majefty  en¬ 
gages,  in  return,  to  defend  during 
the  prefent  war  the  fortrdTes  of 
Meflina  and  Augufta,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  there  for  that  purpofe,  at  his 
charge  and  expence,  a  body  of 
troops,  which  in  the  prefent  war 
fhall  confift  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
and  to  augment  their  number  if 
1G1  cafe  fhall  require  it.  The  dif- 
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pofttion  of  which  troops  in  the 
faid  fortrefles  fhall  be  in  fuch 
manner  and  proportion  as  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  (to  whom  every 
requifite  facility  fhall  be  given) 
fhall  judge  expedient :  and  his 
Britannic  Majefty  ftipulates,  that 
the  faid  general  officers  fhall  have 
the  power  of  exercifing  martial  law 
in  the  above  mentioned  garrifons, 
with  refpect  to  their  Britilh  troops, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  rule,  as  are  ob- 
ferved  in  other  Englifh  garrifons. 
Quarters  for  the  faid  troops  fhall 
be  provided  in  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  fortreffes  by  his  Sicilian  Ma¬ 
jefty. 

8.  His  Britannic  Majefty  fur¬ 
ther  engages  to  pay  to  his  Sici¬ 
lian  Majefty,  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  prefent  war,  an  annual 
fubfidy  of  300,003/.  fterling  (to 
commence  from  the  1  oth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1805,  when  the  Britifh  and 
Ruffian  troops  landed  in  the  Nea¬ 
politan  territory),  payable  at  the 
rate  of  25,000/.  fterling  per  month ; 
which  payment  fhall  always  be 
made  one  month  in  advance,  com¬ 
puting  from  the  date  of  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  prefent  treaty.  His 
Sicilian  Majefty  purpofing  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  faid  fubftdies  for  the  ufe 
of  his  marine,  and  of  his  land 
forces,  fhall  regulate  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  them  in  fuch  proportion  as 
thefe  two  fervices  may  require,  for 
the  defence  of  his  ftates  and  tor 
operations  againft  the  common  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  an  account  fhall  be  given 
every  three  months  to  the  Britifh 
government,  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  Sicilian  Majefty  fhall 
have  employed  the  fubiidies  paid 
to  him  by  Great  Britain. 

9.  The  two  high  contracting 
parties  defiring  to  ftrengthen  more 

and 
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and  more  the  ties  which  unite  the 
two  nations,  and  to  extend  their 
mutual  relations,  will  employ  them- 
felves,  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  con¬ 
cluding  a  treaty  of  commerce,  the 
articles  of  which  fhall  be  equally 
advantageous  to  the  fubjedts  of 
both  ftates. 

10.  His  Sicilian  Majefty  engages 
not  to  conclude  with  France  a 
peace  feparate  from  England  :  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty  on  his  part 
alfo  engages  not  to  make  a  peace 
with  France  without  comprehend¬ 
ing  and  faving  in  it  the  interefts  of 
his  Sicilian  Majefty. 

11.  The  prefent  treaty  of  al¬ 
liance  and  fubfidy  fhall  be  ratified 
by  the  two  high  contracting  parties, 
and  the  ratification  fhall  be  ex¬ 
changed  in  due  form  in  London 
within  the  fpace  of  four  months, 
from  the  date  of  its  fignature,  or 
fooner  if  poffible. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  We,  the 
underfigned,  furnifhed  with 
full  powers  from  our  refpeCt- 
ive  fovereigns,  have  figned 
the  prefent  treaty,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feal  of 
our  arms. 

W.  Drummond  (L.  S.) 

Thomas  de  Sommo.  (L.  S.) 
Done  at  Palermo,  March  30,  1808. 


ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Pa - 
lace,  the  II  th  of  November, 
1807,  prefent ,  the  King's  moji 
Excellent  Majefty  in  Council . 

"Whereas  certain  orders,  efta- 
hlifhing  an  unprecedented  fyftem 
of  warfare  sgainft  this  kingdom, 
and  aimed  especially  at  the  de¬ 
finition  of  its  commerce  and  re- 
fources,  were  fome  iime  fince  if- 


fued  by  the  government  of  France, 
by  which  i{  the  Britifh  Iflands 
were  declared  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade,”  thereby  fubjedfing  to 
capture  and  condemnation  all  vef- 
fels,  with  their  cargoes,  which 
fhould  continue  to  trade  with  his 
majefty ’s  dominions  : 

And  whereas  by  the  fame  order, 
i(  all  trading  in  Englifh  merchan¬ 
dize  is  prohibited,  and  every  ar¬ 
ticle  of  merchandize  belonging 
to  England,  or  coming  from  her 
colonies,  or  of  her  manufa&ure,  is 
declared  lawful  prize 

And  whereas  the  nations  in  alli¬ 
ance  with  France,  and  under  her 
controul ,  were  required  to  give,  and 
have  given,  and  do  give,  effedl  to 
fuch  orders  : 

And  whereas  his  Majefty’s  order 
of  the  7th  of  January  laft  has  not 
anfwered  the  defired  purpofe,  either 
of  compelling  the  enemy  to  recall 
thofe  orders,  or  of  inducing  neutral 
nations  to  interpofe,  witheffeft,  to 
obtain  their  revocation  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  fame  have  been 
recently  enforced  with  increafed  ri¬ 
gour  : 

And  whereas  his  Majefty,  under 
thefe  circumftances,  finds  himfelf 
compelled  to  take  further  meafures 
forafierting  and  vindicating  his  juft 
rights,  and  for  fupporting  that  ma¬ 
ritime  power  which  the  exertions 
and  valour  of  his  people  have,  under 
the  blelling  of  Providence,  enabled 
him  to  eftablifh  and  maintain  ;  and 
the  maintenance  of  which  is  not 
more  eflential  to  the  fafety,  and 
profperity  of  his  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions,  than  it  is  to  the  proteftion 
ot  fuch  ftates  as  ft  ill  retain  their 
independence,  and  to  the  general 
intercourfe  and  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind  ; 

Hi« 
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His  Majefty  is  therefore  pleafed, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  all  the  ports  and  places 
of  France  and  her  allies,  or  of  any 
other  country  at  war  with  his  Ma* 
jelly,  and  all  other  ports  or  places 
in  Europe,  from  which,  although 
not  at  war  with  his  Majefty,  the 
Britifh  flag  is  excluded,  and  all 
ports  or  places  in  the  colonies  be¬ 
longing  to  his  Majefty's  enemies, 
(hall,  from  henceforth,  be  fubjed 
to  the  fame  reftridions  in  point  of 
trade  and  navigation,  with  the  ex¬ 
ceptions  hereinafter-mentioned,  as 
if  the  fame  were  adually  blockaded 
by  his  Majefty ’s  naval  forces,  in  the 
moftftrid  and  rigorous  manner:- — - 
And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered  and 
declared,  that  all  trade  in  articles 
which  are  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
fadure  of  the  faid  countries  or  co¬ 
lonies,  {hall  be  deemed  and  con- 
fidered  to  be  unlawful  ;  and  that 
every  veflel  trading  from  or  to  the 
faid  countries  or  colonies,  together 
with  all  goods  and  merchandize  on 
board,  and  all  articles  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufadures  of  the  faid 
countries  or  colonies,  fhall  be  cap¬ 
tured  and  condemned  as  prize  to 
the  captors. 

But  although  his  Majefty  would 
be  fully  juftified,  by  the  circum- 
ftances  and  conflderations  above 
recited,  in  eftablilhing  fuch  fyftem 
of  reftridions  with  refped  to  all 
the  countries  and  colonies  of  his 
enemies,  withoutexception  or  quali¬ 
fication  ;  yet  his  Majefty,  being  ne- 
rerthelefs deft rous  not  to fubjed  neu¬ 
trals  to  any  greater  inconvenience 
than  is  abfolutely  infeparable  from 
the  carrying  into  effed  his  Majefty ’s 
juft  determination  to  counterad  the 
defigns  of  his  enemies,  and  to  retort 
upon  his  enemies  themfel  ves  the  con- 
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fequences  of  their  dwn  violence  and 
injuftice  ;  and  being  yet  willing  to 
hope  that  it  may  be  poflible  ( con¬ 
fidently  with  that  objed)  ftill  to  al¬ 
low  to  neutrals  the  opportunity  of 
furnifhing  themfelves  with  colonial 
produce  for  their  own  confumption 
andfupply  ;  and  even  to  leave  open, 
for  the  prefent,  fuch  trade  wflth  his 
Majefty’s  enemies  as  (hall  be  carried 
on  diredly  with  the  ports  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions,  or  of  his  al¬ 
lies,  in  the  manner  hereinafter-men¬ 
tioned  : 

His  Majefty  is  therefore  pleafed 
further  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  (hall  extend  to  fubjed  to 
capture  or  condemnation  any  veflel, 
or  the  cargo  of  any  veflel,  belonging 
to  any  country  not  declared  by  this 
order  to  be  fubjeded  to  the  reftric- 
tions  incident  to  a  ftate  of  blockade, 
which  fnall  have  cleared  out  with 
fuch  cargo  from  fome  port  or  place 
of  the  country  to  which  (he  belongs, 
either  in  Europe  or  America,  or 
from  fome  free  port  in  his  Majefty "s 
colonies,  under  circumftances  in 
which  fuch  trade,  from  fuch  freer 
ports  is  permitted,  dired  to  fome 
port  or  place  in  the  colonies  of  hia 
Majefty ’s  enemies,  or  from  thofe 
colonies  dired  to  the  country  to 
which  fuch  veflel  belongs,  or  to 
fome  free  port  in  his  Majefty 's  co¬ 
lonies,  in  fuch  cafes,  and  with  fuch 
articles,  as  it  may  be  lawful  to  im¬ 
port  into  fuch  free  port ; — nor  to 
any  veftel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  vef- 
fel,  belonging  to  any  country  not  at 
war  with  his  Majefty,  which  fhall 
have  cleared  out  under  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  as  his  Majefty  may  think  fit 
to  prefcribe,  and  fhall  be  proceeding 
dired  from  fome  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom,  or  from  Gibraltar  or 
Malta,  or  from  any  port  belonging 

to 
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To  his  majefty?s  allies,  to  the  port 
fpecified  in  her  clearance  : — nor  to 
any  veffel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  Vef¬ 
fel,  belonging  to  any  country  not  at 
war  with  his  Majefty,  which  (hall 
be  coming  from  any  port  or  place 
in  Europe  which  is  declare  1  by  this 
order  to  be  fubjeCl  to  the  reftri&ions 
incident  to  a  Hate  of  blockade,  def- 
tinedto  fome  port  or  place  in  Europe 
belonging  to  his  Majefty,  and  which 
fhall  be  on  her  voyage  direCi  there¬ 
to  ;  but  thefe  exceptions  are  not  to 
be  underftood  as  exempting  from 
capture  or  confifcation  any  veffel 
or  goods  which  fhall  be  liable 
thereto  in  refpefr  of  having  enter¬ 
ed  or  departed  from  any  port  or 
place  a&ually  blockaded  by  his 
Majefty’s  fquadrons  or  fhips  of 
war,  or  for  being  enemies’  pro¬ 
perty,  or  for  any  other  caufe 
than  the  contravention  of  this  pre¬ 
fen  t  order. 

And  the  commanders  of  his  ma. 
jelly’s  fhips  of  war  and  privateers, 
and  other  veffels  aCling  under  his 
majefty’s  commiftlon,  fhall  be,  and 
are  hereby  inilrucled  to  warn  every 
veffel  which  fhall  have  commenced 
her  voyage  prior  to  any  notice  of 
this  order,  and  fhall  be  deftined  to 
any  port  of  France,  or  of  her  allies, 
or  of  any  other  country  at  war  with 
his  majefty,  or  to  any  port  or  place 
from  which  the  Britifh  flag  as  afore- 
faid  is  excluded,  or  to  any  colony 
belonging  to  his  majefty’s  enemies, 
and  which  fhall  not  have  cleared  out 
as  is  here-before  allowed,  to  difcon- 
finue  her  voyage,  and  to  proceed  to 
fome  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom, 
or  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta  ;  and  any 
veflel,  which  after  a  reafonable  time 
fhall  have  been  afforded  for  the  ar¬ 
rival  or  information  of  this  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  order  at  any  port  or  place 
from  which  (he  failed,  or  which. 


after  having  notice  of  this  order, 
fhall  be  found  in  the  profecutiort 
of  any  voyage,  contrary  to  the  re¬ 
flections  contained  in  this  order, 
fhall  be  captured,  and  together  with 
her  cargo,  condemned  as  lawful 
prize  to  the  captors. 

And  whereas  countries,  not  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  war,  have  acquiefeed 
in  thefe  orders  of  France,  prohibit¬ 
ing  all  trade  in  any  articles  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufacture  of  his  majefty’s 
dominions  ;  and  the  merchants  of 
thofe  countries  have  given  counte- 
nance  and  effeCt  to  thofe  prohibi¬ 
tions,  by  accepting  from  perfons  flyl- 
ing  themfelves  commercial  agents  of 
the  enemy,  refident  at  neutral  ports, 
certain  documents,  termed  “  certi¬ 
ficates  of  origin,”  being  certificates 
obtained  at  the  ports  of  fhipinent, 
declaring  that  the  articles  of  the  car¬ 
go  are  not  of  thfc  produce  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  his  majefty’s  dominions, 
or  to  that  effeCt : 

And  whereas  this  expedient  has 
been  dire&ed  by  France,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  by  fuch  merchants,  as  part 
of  the  new  fyftem  of  warfare  di¬ 
rected  againft  the  trade  of  this  king-* 
dom,  and  as  the  moil  effectual  in- 
flrument  of  accomplifhing  the  fame, 
and  it  is  therefore  effentially  necef- 
fary  to  refill  it  ; 

Elis  Majefty  is  therefore  pleafed, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  if  any  veffel,  after 
reafonable  time  fhall  have  been  af¬ 
forded  for  receiving  notice  of  this 
his  majefty’s  order  at  the  port  or 
place  from  which  fuch  veffel  fhall 
have  cleared  out,  fhall  be  found 
to  carry  any  fuch  certificate  or  do¬ 
cument  as  aforefaid,  or  any  docu¬ 
ment  referring  to,  or  authenticating 
the  fame,  fuch  veffel  fhall  be  ad¬ 
judged  lawful  prize  to  the  captor, 

together 
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together  with  the  poods  laden  there- 

c>  4  O 

in,  belonging  to  the  perfon  or  pr- 
fous  by  whom,  or  on  whole  be¬ 
half,  any  fuch  document  was  put 
•on  board. 

And  the  right  honourab’e  the 
lords  commiffioners,  &c.  are  to 
take  the  neceffary  meafures  herein, 
as  to  them  (hall  refpeftively  ap¬ 
pertain. 

W.  Fawkener. 


At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’ s  Palace . 

'"w  ' 

the  11  th  of  November)  1807, 
prefent)  the  King’ $  mof  Excellent 
MajeJly  in  Council. 

Whereas  articles  of  the  growth 
and  manufafture  of  foreign  coun- 
tries  cannot  by  law  be  imported 
into  this  country,  exceptin  Britifh 
fhips,  or  in  fhips  belonging  to  the 
countries  of  which  fuch  articles  are 
the  growth  and  manufafture,  with¬ 
out  an  order  in  council  efpeciallv 
authorizing  the  fame  : 

Id  is  Majedy,  taking  into  conli- 
deration  the  order  of  this  day’s 
date,  refpefting  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  to  and  from  the  ports  of 
the  enemy,  and  deeming  it  expe¬ 
dient  that  any  reffel  belonging  10 
any  country  in  alliance,  or  at 
amity  with  his  Ma jelly,  may  be 
permitted  to  import  into  this  coun¬ 
try  articles  of  the  produce  or  ma¬ 
nufafture  ot  countries  at  war  with 
his  Majed  y  : 

His  Ma jelly,  by  and  with  the 
advice  Q>f  his  privy  council,  is 
Therefore  pleafed  to  order,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered,  that  all  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandizes,  fpecificd 
and  included,  in  the  fchedule  of  an 
aft,  palled  in  the  forty-third  year  of 
his  prefent  Majedy ’s  reign,  intitu¬ 
led,  an  a£f  to  repeal  the  duties 
Vox.-  L.  or  Vox,  VIII.  New 


of  cudoms  payable  in  Great  Britain, 
and  to  grant  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof,”  may  be  imported  from 
any  port  or  place  belonging  to  any 
date  not  in  amity  wi  h  his  Majedy, 
in  fhips  belonging  to  any  date  at 
amity  with  his  Majelly,  fubjeft: 
to  the  payment  of  fuch  duties,  and 
liable  to  fuch  drawbacks  as  are 
now  edablilhed  by  law  upon  the  im¬ 
portation  of  the  faid  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize,  in  Blips  navigated 
according  to  law  ;  and  with  refpeft: 
to  fuch  of  the  faid  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  as  are  authorifed  to 
be  warehoufed  under  the  provifions 
of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  forty-third 
year  of  his  prefent  majedy ’s  reign, 
intituled,  “  an  aft  for  permitting 
certain  goods  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  to  be  fecured  in  warehoufes 
without  payment  of  duty,”  fubjeft; 
to  all  the  regulations  of  the  faid  lad 
mentioned  aft: ;  and  with  refpeft  to 
all  articles  which  are  prohibited  by 
law  from  being  imported  in  this 
country,  it  is  ordered  that  the  fame 
fhall  be  reported  for  exportation  to 
any  country  in  amity  or  alliance 
with  his  Majedy. 

And  his  Majedy  is  further  pleafed, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  all  velTels  which  lhail 
arrive  in  any  port  oftheUnited  King¬ 
dom,  or  at  the  port  of  Gibraltar  or 
Malta,  in  cot  Gquence  of  having 
been  warned  purfuant  to  the  afore- 
faid  order,  or  in  confequence  of 
receiving  information,  in  any  other- 
manner  of  the  faid  order  fubfe- 
quent  to  their  having  taken  on 
board  any  part  of  their  cargoes, 
whether  previous  or  fubfequent  to 
their  failing,  fhall  be  permitted  to 
report  their  cargoes  for  exportation, 
and  fhall  be  allowed  to  proceed  upon 
their  voyages  to  their  original 
Series.  *  X  port! 
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ports  of  deftination  (if  not  unlaw¬ 
ful  before  the  iffuing  of  the  faid  or¬ 
der),  or  to  any  port  at  amity  with 
his  Majefty,  upon  receiving  a  cer¬ 
tificate  from  the  colleftor  or  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  cuftoms  at  the  port 
at  which  they  fhall  fo  enter  (which 
certificate  the  faid  colle&ors  and 
Comptrollers  of  the  cuftoms  are 
hereby  authorifed  and  required  to 
give),  fetting  forth  that  luch  vefTels 
came  into  fuch  port  in  confequence 
of  being  warned,  or  of  receiving 
fuch  information  as  aforefaid  ;  and 
that  they  were  permitted  to  fail 
from  fuch  port  tinder  the  regulations 
which  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  eftablifh  in  refpetft  to  fuch  veffels. 
But  in  cafe  any  veffel  fo  arriving 
fhall  prefer  to  import  her  cargo, 
then  fuch  veffel  fhall  be  allowed 
to  enter  and  import  the  fame,  upon 
fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  rhe  faid 
cargo  might  have  been  imported 
upon,  according  to  law,  in  cafe  the 
faid  veffels  had  failed  after  having 
received  notice  of  thefaid  order,  and 
in  conformity  thereto. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
all  veffels  which  fhall  arrive  at  any 
port  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  at 
Gibraltar  or  Malta,  in  conformity 
and  obedience  to  the  faid  order, 
fhall  be  allowed,  in  refpeft  to  all  ar¬ 
ticles  which  may  be  on  board  the 
fame,  except  fugar,  coffee,  wine, 
brandy,  fnuff,  and  tobacco,  to  clear 
out  to  any  port  whatever,  to  be  fpe- 
cifted  in  fuch  clearance  ;  and,  with 
refpett  to  the  laft  mentioned  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  export  the  fame  to 
fuch  ports,  and  under  fuch  con¬ 
ditions,  and  regulations  only  as 
his  Majefty,  by  any  licence  to 
be  granted  for  that  purpofe,  may 
dire6t. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  commiftioners,  &  c.  &c. 

W.  Fa  wkener. 


At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s  Pa-, 
lace,  the  nth  of  November, 
1807,  prefent ,  the  King’s  rnojl 
Excellent  Majcfy  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  fale  of  {hips  by  a 
Belligerent  to  a  neutral  is  confidered 
by  France  to  be  illegal  : 

And  whereas  a  great  part  of  the 
{hipping  of  France  and  her  allies 
has  been  protected  from  capture 
during  the  prefent  hoflili ties  by 
transfers,  or  pretended  transfers,  to 
neutrals : 

And  whereas  it  is  fully  juftifi- 
able  to  adopt  the  fame  rule,  in 
this  refpecl,  towards  the  enemy, 
which  is  applied  by  the  enemy  to 
this  country  : 

His  Majefty  is  pleafed,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council, 
to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
That  in  future  the  fale  to  a  neutral 
of  any  veffel  belonging  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  ’s  enemies,  fhall  not  be  deemed' 
to  be  legal,  nor  in  any  manner  to 
transfer  the  property,  nor  ro  alter 
the  charaffer  of  fuch  veffels  :  And 
all  veffels  now  belonging,  or  which 
fhall  hereafter  belong  to  any  ene¬ 
my  of  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding 
any  fale,  or  pretended  fale,  to  a 
neutral,  after  a  reafonable  time 
fhall  have  elapfed  for  receiving  in¬ 
formation  of  this  his  majefty ’s  order 
at  the  place  where  fuch  fale,  or  pre¬ 
tended  fale,  was  effected,  fhall  be 
captured  and  brought  in,  and  (hall 
be  adjudged  as  lawful  prize  to  the 
captors. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  commiftioners,  &c.  ip c. 

W.  Fa  WKENER. 


At  the  Court  at  the  Queer’s  Pa¬ 
lace,  the  2yk  of  Nov.  1807, 

prefent , 
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prefenty  the  King’s  Mejf  Excel¬ 
lent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  fix 
certain  periods  at  which  it  final!  be 
deemed  that  a  reasonable  time  (hall 
hare  elapffd  for  receiving  informa¬ 
tion,  at  different  places,  of  his  Mar 
jefty's  order  in  council  of  the  iith 
of  November  inftant,  reflecting  the 
trade  with  his  Majefty’s  enemies, 
and  in  their  produce  and  manu¬ 
factures  ;  his  Majefty  taking  the 
fame  imo  confide; a tion,  and  being 
defirous  to  obviate  any  difficulties 
that  may  arife  in  refpedl  thereto, 
and  alio  to  allovy  ample  time  for 
the  find  ordar  being  known  to  all 
perfons  who  may  be  affebted  there¬ 
by,  is  pleafed,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  privy  council,  to  order 
and  declare,  and  it  is  hereby  order¬ 
ed  and  declared,  that  information  of 
the  faid  order  of  the  i  ith  of  Novem¬ 
ber  inftant  fhail  be  taken  and  held 
to  have  been  received  in  the  places 
hereinafter- mentioned,  at  the  pe¬ 
riods  reipeClively  aftigned  to  them  : 
namely, 

Ports  and  places  within  the  Bal¬ 
tic — December  21,  1807. 

Other  ports  and  places  to  the 
northward  of  Amfterdain — Dec. 
11,  1807. 

From  Amfterdam  to  Ufhant — ■ 
December  4,  1807. 

from  Ufhant  to  Cape  Finifterre 
* — December  8,  1807. 

From  Cape  Finifterre  to  Gi¬ 
braltar,  inclu  five— December 
1807. 

Madeira — December  13,  1807. 

Ports  and  places  within  the 
Streights  bf  Gibraltar,  to  Sicily 
and  Malta,  and  the  weft  coaft 
of  Italy,  inclufive — January  1, 
i8c8. 
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All  other  ports  and  places  in 
the  Mediterranean  beyond  Sicily 
and  Malta — January  20,  1808. 

Ports  and  places  beyond  the 
Dardanelles — February  1,  1808. 

Any  part  of  the  north  and  wef- 
tern  coaft  of  Africa,  or  the  iflands 
adjacent,  except  Madeira — Jan.  1 1, 

1 808. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  eaft 
coaft  of  South  America  —  March  1, 

1 808. 

The  United  States,  and  Britifti 
poffeffions  in  North  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies — January  20, 
1808. 

India — May  1,  1808. 

China,  and  the  coaft  of  South 
America — June  i,  1808. 

And  every  veffel  failing  on  or  af« 
ter  thofe  days,  from  thofe  places 
refpe&ively,  fhail  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  have  recei  ved  notice  of  the 
aforefaid  order  :  And  it  is  further 
ordered,  that  if  any  veffel  fhail  fail 
within  twenty  days  after  the  pe¬ 
riods  above  aftigned  refpeftiveiy, 
from  any  of  the  faid  places,  in  con¬ 
travention  of  the  faid  order  of  the 
1 1  th  of  November  inftant,  and  fhail 
be  detained  as  prize  on  account 
thereof,  or  fnall  arrive  at  any  port 
in  this  kingdom,  deftined  to  fome 
port  or  place  within  the  reftriftion 
of  the  faid  order,  and  proof  fhail  be 
made  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  in  which  fuch  veffel 
fhail  be  proceeded  againft,  in  cafe 
the  fame  fhail  bebrought  in  as  prize, 
that  the  loading  of  the  faid  veffel 
had  commenced  before  the  faid  pe- 
riod,  and  before  information  of  the 
faid  order  had  actually  been  received 
at  the  port  of  fhiprnent,  the  faid 
veffel,  together  with  the  goods  fo 
laden,  fhail  be  reffored  to  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  and  fhail  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  in 
*  X  2  fuch 
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uch  manner  as  if  fuch  veffel 
ailed  before  the  day  fpecified 
as  aforefaid  :  And  it  is  further  or-* 
dered,  that  no  proof  fhall  be  admit¬ 
ted,  or  be  gone  into,  for  the 
purpofe  of  (hewing  that  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  faid  order  of  the  i  ith 
of  November  inftant  had  not  been 
received  at  the  faid  places  refpec- 
lively,  at  the  feveral  periods  before 
afligned  :  And  the  right  honourable 
the  lords  commifftoners  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  treafury,  his  majefty’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  date,  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  the  judges  of  the  high  court 
of  admiralty,  and  courts  of  vice¬ 
admiralty,  are  to  take  theneceffary 
meafores  herein  as  to  them  fhall 
refpeCtively  appertain, 

W,  Fawkener, 


At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s  Pa¬ 
lace,  the  15 th  of  Nov.  1807, 
pnfent,  the  King’s  Moji  Excellent 
Majejly  in  Council . 

Whereas  his  Majefty,  by  bis 
order  in  council,  dated  nth  No¬ 
vember  infant,  rdpeCting  the  trade 
to  be  carried  on  with  his  Majefty’s 
enemies,  was  pleated  to  exempt, 
from  the  reftriCtions  of  the  faid  or¬ 
der,  all  veffels  which  fhall  have 
cleared  out  from  any  port  or  place 
in  this  kingdom,  under  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  as  his  Majefty  may  think 
ft  to  prefer ibe,  and  fhall  be  pro¬ 
ceeding  direct  to  the  ports  fpecified 
jn  the  refpeCtive  clearances  ;  his 
Majefty*  taking  into  confideration 
the  expediency  of  making  fuch  regu¬ 
lations,  is  pleafed,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  or- 
jer,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that 
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all  veffels  belonging  to  countries 
not  at  war  with  his  Majefty,  {flail 
be  permitted  to  lade  in  any  port  of 
the  united  kingdom  any  goodsbeing 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  bis 
majefty’s  dominions,  or  Eaft  India, 
goods,  or  prize  goods  (all fuch  goods 
having  been  lawfully  imported), 
and  to  clear  out  with,  and  freely” 
to  convey  the  fame  to  any  port 
or  place  in  any  colony  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  or  America,  belonging  to 
his  majefty’s  enemies,  fuch  port  or 
place  not  being  in  a  ft  a  re  of  aCtual 
blockade,  fubjeCl  to  the  payment 
of  fuch  duties  as  may  at  the  time 
when  any  fuch  veffels  may  be 
cleared  out,  be  due  by  law  on  the 
exportation  of  any  fuch  goods,  or  in 
refpeCt  of  the  fame  being  deftined  to 
the  ports  of  the  colonies  belonging 
to  his  majefty’s  enemies ;  and  like- 
wife  to  lade,  clear  out  with,  and 
convey  as  aforefaid,  any  articles 
of  foreign  produce  or  manufa&ure 
which  (hall  have  been  lawfully  im¬ 
ported  into  this  kingdom,  provided 
his  majefty’s  licence  fhall  have  been, 
previoufly  obtained  for  fo  convey¬ 
ing  fuch  foreign  produce  or  manu¬ 
factures  : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
any  veffel  belonging  as  aforefaid 
fhall  be  permitted  to  lade  in  any 
port  of  the  United  Kingdom  any 
•  goods,  not  being  naval  or  military 
ftores,  which  fhall  be  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  this 
kingdom,  or  which  fhall  have  been 
lawfully  imported  (fave  and  except 
foreign  fugar,  coffee,  wine,  Kandy, 
fnuff,  and  cotton),  and  to  clear  out 
with,  and  freely  to  convey  the  fame 
to  any  port,  to  be  fpecified  in  the 
clearance,  not  being  in  a  ftate  of  ac¬ 
tual  blockade,  although  the  fame 
(hall  be  under  the  reftriCtions  of  the 
faid  order  \  and  likewife  to  lade, 

clear 
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clear  out,  and  convey  foreign  fugar, 
coffee,  wine,  brandy,  inuff,  and  cot¬ 
ton,  which  (hall  have  been  lawfully 
imported,  provided  his  Majefty’s 
licence  fhall  have  been  previoufly 
obtained  for  the  exportation  and 
conveyance  thereof :  and  it  is  here¬ 
by  further  ordered,  that  no  vef- 
fel  fhall  be  permitted  to  clear  out 
from  any  port  or  place  in  this  king¬ 
dom  to  any  port  or  place  of  any 
country  fubjeded  to  the  reflridions 
of  the  faid  order,  with  any  goods 
which  fhall  have  been  laden  (alter 
notice  of  the  faid  order)  on  board 
the  veffel  which  fhall  have  imported 
The  fame  into  this  kingdom,  without 
having  full:  duly  entered  and  landed 
the  fame  in  fome  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom  ;  and  that  no  veffel 
fhall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  from 
any  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom  to 
any  port  or  place  whatever,  with  any 
goods  the  produce  or  manufadure  of 
any  country  fubjeded  to  the  reftric- 
tions  of  the  faid  order,  which  fhall 
have  been  laden  after  notice,  as 
a-forefaid,  on  board  the  veffel  im¬ 
porting  the  fame,  without  having 
fo  duly  entered  and  landed  the 
fame;  or  any  goods  whatever 
which  fhall  have  been  laden  after 
fuch  notice  in  the  veffel  importing 
the  fame,  in  any  port  or  .place  of 
any  country  fubjeded  to  the  reftric- 
tions  of  the  faid  order,  without 
having  fo  duly  entered  and  landed 
the  fame  in  fome  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom,  except  the  cargo 
fhall  confift  wholly  of  hour,  meal, 
grain,  or  any  article  or  articles  the 
produce  of  the  foil  of  fome  cotan  ^ 
try  which  is  not  fubjeded  to  the  re- 
ftridions  of  the  faid  order,  except 
cotton,  which  fhall  have  been  im¬ 
ported  in  an  unmanufadured  Hate 
dired  from  fuch  country  into  this 
kingdom,  in  a  vcfl'el  belonging 


to  the  country  from  which  fuch 
goods  have  been  brought,  and  in 
which  the  fame  were  grown  and 
produced  : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
any  veffel  belonging  to  any  country 
not  at  war  with  his  Majefty,  may 
dear  out  from  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  or 
Man,  to  any  port  or  place  under 
the  reflridions  of  the  faid  order, 
which  fhall  be  fpecified  in  the 
clearance,  not  being  in  a  Hate  of 
adual  blockade,  with  fuch  articles 
only,  not  being  naval  or  military 
flores,  as  fhall  have  been  legally 
imported  into  fuch  ifiands  reflec¬ 
tively  from  any  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom  dired  ;  ..and  with  re- 
fped  to  all  fuch  articles  as  may 
have  been  imported  into  the  faid 
ifiands  refpedtvely,  from  any  port 
or  place  under  the  reflridions  of 
the  faid  order,  it  fhall  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  any  veffel  to  clear  out 
with  the  fame  from  any  of  the  faid 
ifiands,  except  to  fome  port  or 
p  ace  in  this  kingdom  : — and  the 
right  honourable  the  lords  cornmif- 
lioners  of  his  Majefty 's  treafury, 
his  Majefty's  principal  fecretaries 
of  Hate,  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of 
the  high  court  of  admiralty  and 
courts  of  vice-admiralty,  are  to 
take  the  neceflary  meafures  herein 
as  to  them  . fhall  refpedi  vely  apper¬ 
tain. 

W.  Fa  WKENER. 


At  the  Court  of  the  Qjieen' s  Palace , 
the  2$th  of  November ,  1807, 

Jeuty  the  King’s  M*/i  Excellent 
Mojtjiy  in  Council. 

Whereas  his  Majefty,  by  his 
order  in  council,  dated  the  1  ith  of 
November  inflant,  refpeCting  the 

trade 
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trade  to  be  carried  on  with  his 
Majelly  5s  enemies,  was  pleafed  to 
exempt  from  the  reftridions  of  the 
faid  order  ail  veflels  belonging  to 
any  country  not  at  war  with  his 
Majelly,  together  with  their  cargo, 
which  {hall  be  coming  from  any 
port  or  place  in  Europe  which  is 
declared  in  the  faid  order  to  be 
fubjeff  to  the  reftridions  incident 
to  a  {late  of  blockade,  dired  to 
feme  port  or  place  in  Europe  be¬ 
longing  to  his  Maj  fly,  and  alfo 
all  veffels  which  {hall  be  cleared 
out  from  Gibraltar  or  Malta  un¬ 
der  fuch  regulations  as  his  Majelly 
may  think  hr  to  preferibe,  and 
which  (hall  be  proceeding  dired  to 
the  ports  fpecified  in  their  refpec- 
tive  clearances : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  en¬ 
courage  the  trade  from  Gibraltar 
and  Malta  tp  countries  under  the 
reftridions  of  the  faid  order,  fuh- 
jed  to  regulations  to  be  made  in 
refped  thereto ;  his  Majelly  is 
therefore  pleafed  to  preferibe  the 
following  regulations  in  regard  to 
fuch  trade,  accordingly,  and  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  all  forts  of  Pour  and 
meal,  and  all  forts  of  grain,  to¬ 
bacco,  and  any  other  article  in 
an  unmanufadured  Hate,  being  the 
growth  and  produce  of  any  coun¬ 
try  not  being  fubjeded  by  the  faid 
order  to  the  reftridions  incident  to 
a  flare  of  blockade,  except  cotton, 
and  naval  and  military  {lores,  which 
{hall  have  been  imported  into  Gi. 
braltar  or  Malta  dired  from  the 
country  where  the  fame  were  grown 
and  produced,  (hall,  without  any 
licence,  be  permitted  to  be  cleared 
out  to  any  port  or  place  not  being 
in  a  ftate  of  adual  blockade,  with- 
cut  the  lame  being  compelled  to 


be  landed :  but  neither  the  faid 
article  of  cot  ton,  however  imported, 
nor  any  article  which  is  not  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufadure 
of  this  kingdom,  or  which  has  not 
been  imported  in  a  Britifh  {hip* 
or  from  this  kingdomdired  (except 
fifh),  and  which  fhali  have  been  la¬ 
den  a^t  the  port  o-  original  fhipment 
after  the  period  di reded  by  an  or° 
der  of  this  date  to  he  taken  at  the 
time  at  which  notice  or  the  faid 
order  of  the  iith  of  November 
fhali  be  confidered  as  having:  been 
received  at  fuch  port  of  fhipment, 
{hall  be  permitted  to  be  exported 
from  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  except  to 
fome  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom  , 
and  all  other  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufadure  of  this 
kingdom,  or  which  fhali  have  been 
imported  into  Gibraltar  or  Malta 
in  a  Britifh  fn  ip,  or  from  fome  port 
or  place  in  this  kingdom,  together 
with  the  article  of  fifh,  however 
imported,  may  be  exported  to  any 
ports  or  places  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  or  Portugal,  under  fuch  licence 
only  as  is  hereinafter  to  be  granted 
by  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  and 
Malta  refpedively  : 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered, 
that  licences  be  granted  by  the 
Governors,  Lieutenant-governors, 
or  other  per  forts  having  the  chief 
civil  command  at  Gibraltar,  or  at 
Malta,  refpedively,  but  in  his 
Ma jelly’s  name,  to  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  the  faid  Governors, 
Lieutenant-governors,  or  perfons 
having  the  chief  command,  {hall 
thiisk  fit,  allowing  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  to  export  from  Gibraltar 
dired,  to  any  port  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  or  to  any  port  of  Portugal, 
or  to  any  port  of  Spain  without  the 
Mediterranean,  not  further  north 
than  Cape  Finifterre,  and  from 
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Malta  direct  to  any  port  being  with¬ 
in  the  Mediterranean,  with  any 
articles  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
fadure  of  his  Majeftv’s  domi¬ 
nions,  and  any  articles  which 
fhall  have  been  imported  into  Gi¬ 
braltar  or  Malta  from  this  king- 
dom,  to  whomfoever  fuch  arti¬ 
cles  fhall  appear  to  belong  (not 
being  naval  or  military  ftores),  in 
any  veffel  belonging  to  any  country 
not  at  war  with  his  Majefty,  or 
in  any  veffel  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  tons  burthen,  and  being 
unarmed,  belonging  to  the  coun¬ 
try  to  which  fuch  veffel  fhall  be 
cleared  out  and  going,  and  alfo  to 
import  in  any  fuch  veffel  or  veffels 
fis  aforefaid,  from  any  port  within 
the  Mediterranean,  to  Gibraltar 
or  Malta  ;  or  from  any  port  in 
Portugal  or  Spain  as  aforefaid,  to 
Gibraltar  ;  fuch  port  and  fuch 
deftination  refpedively  to  be  fpe- 
cified  in  fuch  licence,  any  articles 
of  merchandize  whatfoever,  and  to 
whomfoever  the  fame  may  appear 
to  belong  :  fuch  articles  to  be  fpe- 
cified  in  the  bill  of  lading  of  fuch 
veffel,  fubjed  however  to  fuch 
further  regulations  and  reftridions 
with  refped  to  all  or  any  of  the 
faid  articles  fo  to  be  imported,  or 
exported,  as  maybe  inferted  in  the 
faid  licences  by  the  Governors, 
Lieutenant-governors,  or  other  per- 
fons  having  the  chief civil  command 
at  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  for  the  time 
being,  refpedively,  as  to  them  (hall, 
from  time  to  time,  feem  fit  and  ex¬ 
pedient  : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
in  every  fuch  licence  fhall  be  inferr¬ 
ed  the  names  and  refidence  of  the 
perfon  or  perfons  to  whom  it  fhall 
be  granted,  the  articles  and  their 
quantities  permitted  to  be  exported, 


the  name  and  defeription  of  the 
veffel,  and  of  the  matter  thereof, 
the  port  to  which  the  veffel  (hall 
be  allowed  to  go,  which  fhall  be 
fome  port  not  under  actual  block¬ 
ade  ;  and  that  no  licence  fo  to  be 
granted  fhall  continue  in  force  for 
longer  than  two  months  frotn  its 
date,  nor  for  more  than  one  voyage; 
or  any  fuch  licence  be  granted,  or 
acknowledged  to  be  valid,  if  grant¬ 
ed  to  permit  the  clearance  of  any 
veffel  to  any  port  which  (hall  be 
adually  blockaded  by  any  naval 
force  of  his  Majefty  or  of  his  al¬ 
lies. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
the  commanders  of  his  Majefty ’g 
fhips  of  war,  and  privateers,  and 
all  others  whom  it  may  concern, 
fhall  fufFer  every  fuch  veffel  failing 
conformably  to  the  permiflion  given 
by  this  order,  or  having  any  li¬ 
cence  as  aforefaid,  to  pafs  and  re- 
pafs  aired  between  Gibraltar  or 
Malta,  and  fuch  port  as  (hall  be 
fpecified  in  the  licence,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  under  fuch  terms,  re¬ 
gulations,  and  reftridions,  as  (hall 
be  expreffed  therein : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that, 
in  cafe  any  veffel  fo  failing  as  afore¬ 
faid,  for  which  any  fuch  licence  as 
aforefaid  fhall  have  been  granted, 
and  which  fhall  be  proceeding  dired 
upon  her  faid  voyage,  fhall  be  de¬ 
tained  and  brought  in  for  legal  ad¬ 
judication,  fuch  veffel,  with  her 
cargo,  {hall  be  forthwith  releafed 
by  the  court  of  Admiralty  in  which 
proceedings  fhall  be  commenced, 
upon  proof  being  made  that  the 
parties  had  duly  conformed  to  the 
terms,  regulations,  and  reftridions 
of  the  faid  licences ;  the  proof  of 
fuch  conformity  to  lie  upon  the 
perfon  or  perfons  claiming  the  be¬ 
nefit 
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ncfit  of  fuch  order,  or  obtaining 
o:  ufmg  fuch  licence,  or  claiming 
the  benefit  thereof: 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ord  red, 
that  no  veflel  belonging  to  any 
{fate  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary,  fhail 
be  prevented  from  failing  with 
any  articles  of  the  growth  or  pro¬ 
duce  of  fuch  Hate,  from  any  port 
or  place  in  fuch  Hate,  to  any  port 
or  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  or 
Portugal,  fuch  port  or  place  not 
being  actually  blockaded  by  fome 
naval  force,  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jefly  or  his  allies,  without  being 
obliged  to  touch  at  Gibraltar  or 
Malta : 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
Lords  Commifiioners  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  treafury,  his  Majetly prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  Hate,  the  Lords 
Comtniffioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  the  judges  of  the  high  court 
of  admiralty,  and  courts  of  Vice 
admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necef- 
ceffary  meafures  herein  as  to  them 
fhail  refpedively  appertain, 

W.  Faw-kener. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s  Palace , 
the  2 $th  of  November ,  I  8 op, 
prefent ,  the  King’ s  Moji  Excellent 
Majefy  in  Council . 

Wheieas  his  Maj  fly*  by  his 
order  in  council  of  the  1 1  th  of 
november  inflant,  was  pleafed  to 
order  and  declare,  thapt  ail  trade 
in  articles  which  are  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufadure  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  and  colonies  mentioned  in  the 
Laid  order,  fhail  be  deemed  and 
confidered  to  be  unlawful  (except 
as  is  therein  excepted)  ;  his  Majetly, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  is  pleafed  to  order  and 
declare,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered 
and  declared,  that  nothing  in  the 
(aid  order  contained  fhail  extend 


to  fubjed  to  capture  and  confis¬ 
cation  any  articles  of  the  produce 
and  rnanufadufe  of  the  faid  coun¬ 
tries  and  colonies  laden  on  board 
Britilh  {hips,  which  would  not  have 
been  fubjed  to  capture  and  conftf- 
cation  if  fuch  order  had  not  been 
made. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
Lords  commifiioners  of  hisMajefly’s 
treafury,  his  Majefly’s  principal 
fecretaries  of  Hate,  the  Lords  Com- 
mifiioners  of  the  admiralty,  and 
the  judges  of  the  high  court  of 
admiralty"  and  vice  admiralty,  are 
to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  here¬ 
in  as  to  them  may  refpedively  ap¬ 
pertain. 

W.  Fawkener. 


ExtraPs  from  the  Official  Papers  re - 
f petting  R/ffia.  Prefen  ted  by  his 
MajeJty’s  command  to  both  Houjes 
of  Parliament,  Feb.  i,  i8oS. 


Extract  oj a  Difpateh  from  Mr.  Se. 
cretary  Canning  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Granville  Lcvefn  Go  veer  ; 
dated  Sept.  27,  l8op. 

Foreign  office,  Sept.  2p,  I  807. 

Sir  Robert  Wilfon  arrived  here 
on  Saturday  the  19th,  with  your 
excellency's  difpatches  of  the  2d 
inflant,  which  1  have  laid  before 
the  king. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
motives  or  thecaufes  of  the  change 
which  your  excellency  reprefents  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  tone  of  the 
Ruffian  councils,  or  whatever  may 
be  the  probability  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fyflem  now  apparently- 
adopted  :  his  Majeliy  hails  with  the 
moll  fincere  fatisfadion  the  return 
of  thofe  fentiments  of  friendfhip 
and  confidence  on  the  part  of  his 
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atiguft  ally,  from  which  his  Majef- 
ty  on  his  part  has  never  deviated, 
and  the  cultivation  of  which  is 
more  than  ever  neceflary  for  their 
common  interefts. 

Your  excellency  will  lofe  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  exprefling  thefe  fenti- 
ments  to  his  imperial  Majefty  and 
his  Minifter. 

The  forbearance  and  moderation 
which  your  excellency  has  been  all 
along  inftrufted  to  employ  in  all 
your  remonfl ranees  with  refpeft  to-1 
tranfaclions  in  which  the  perfonal 
character  of  his  Imperial  Majefty 
was  fo  immediately  concerned,  and 
the  reliance  which  you  have  not 
failed  to  exprefs  on  the  returning 
fenfe  of  what  was  due  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefly 5  s  long-experienced  friend- 
fhip  and  fidelity,  accord  perfect¬ 
ly  with  the  language  which  you 
are  nowinftrufted  to  ufe,  and  make 
the  whole  of  his  majefly ’s  conduct 
towards  his  imperial  Majefty  uni¬ 
form  and  confiflent.  And  your  ex¬ 
cellency  cannot  too  conftantly  im- 
prefs  upon  the  Ruffian  Minifter 
the  topic  which  you  have  fo  judi- 
cioufty  employed  in  your  late  cop. 
ferences,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  world,  retrofped  and  recrimi¬ 
nation  are  worfe  than  ufelefs ;  and 
that  the  eflablifhment  of  future 
good  underft  a  riding,  and  the  concert 
of  mcafures  to  be  taken  with  a  view 
to  future  exertion,  are  alone  the 
proper  fubjeds  of  difeufiion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  governments. 

The  points  upon  which  the  quef- 
tion  ol  our  acceptance  of  the  media¬ 
tion  turns,  are — - 

i ft,  1  he  frank  communication  of 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilfit, 
fecret  as  well  as  avowed. 

udly,  A  diftind  explanation  of 
the  bafis  upon  which  France  pro- 
pofes  to  treat,  and  which  appeared 


to  his  Imperial  Majefly  at  Tilfit  fo 
juft  and  honourable. 

Thefe  are  the  conditions  d i redly 
ft  i  pula  ted  in  my  note  to  M  Alo- 
peus,  and  without  which,  accept¬ 
ance  of  any  mediation  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  could  be  nothing  eife  than  a 
complete  furrender  ot  his  honour 
and  his  intereft  into  the  hands  of 
the  mediator,  if  not  of  the  enemy. 

But  to  thefe  are  reafonably  to  bo 
added,  if  not  as  conditions  without 
which  it  would  be  impcflible  to 
confent  to  treat  under  the  aufpices 
of  Ruflia,  at  leaft  as  thofe  which 
his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  require 
from  a  friendly  power,  before  he 
commits  himfelf  to  its  guidance  in  a 
queftion  affed  ng  the  immediate 
fafety  and  the  future  welfare  of  hi'* 
dominions  : 

i ft,  A  difclofure  of  the  general 
views  of  policy  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruflia ;  and  ot  any  engagements 
into  which  he  may  have  entered 
with  refped  to  the  different  powers 
in  whofe  fortunes  his  Majefty  takes 
an  intereft  ;  and 

2dly,  Some  plain  and  decifive 
proof  o'  the  good  underftanding 
fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  and 
his  auguft  ally  ;  fuch  as  fhall  fatisfy, 
not  his  Majefty  only,  but  Europe 
and  the  world,  of  the  impartiality 
with  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
has  undertaken,  and  propofes  to  ad- 
minifter,  the  duties  of  his  office  as 
mediator. 

With  refped  to  the  firft  of  the 
two  points  which  I  have  ftated  as 
abfolutely  indifpenfable,  General 
Budberg  appears  as  yet  to  have  gone 
no  farther  than  to  give  a  verbal  af- 
furance  that  there  is  not  any  article, 
among  the  fecret  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit,  ftipulating  for  the 
{hutting  of  the  Ruffian  ports  againft 
Great-Britain. 
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But  it  will  immediately  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  your  excellency,  that  a 
difin6 ion  might  probably  be  taken 
in  1V1.  de  Budberg’s  mind  between 
a  flipulation  for  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  execution  of  a  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  agreement  to  refort 
to  it  eventually,  under  circum— 
fauces  which  might  not  yet  have 
occurred ,  and  that,  fuppofmg  the 
former  only  :o  be  the  fenfe  of  M. 
de  Budberg’s  afturance,  that  affu- 
rance  might  be  literally  true,  with¬ 
out  in  fad  conveying  any  thing 
e {fen ti all y  fa t i sfadory . 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
this  circumftance  is,  that  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Minifter  fhould  be  called  upon 
by  your  excellency  in  an  official 
note,  not  for  a  fimple  difavowal 
only  of  any  {ingle  article,  but  for 
the  communication  of  the  fee  ret 
articles  themfpives;  or  at  leak  of 
any  agreement,  actual  or  eventual, 
in  which  the  interefts  of  this  coun¬ 
try  or  its  allies  are  in  any  degree 
concerned. 

In  the  fame  formal  manner,  a 
communication  fhould  be  required 
of  the  bafts  of  peace  propefed  by 
France;  upon  which  the  Ruffian 
minifter  does  not  appear  tG  have 
offered  any  explanation. 

The  other  two  points  are  not  fo 
fhidlly  connected  with  the  queftion 
of  mediation.  But  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  perfectly  reafonable  that  his 
Majefty  fhould  require  feme  often- 
ffible  proof  of  the  good-will  of  his 
auguft  ally,  to  counteract  the  ge¬ 
neral  imprelhon  which  muft  haye 
been  created  by  late  events,  of  a 
difference  and  d  bunion  between 
them;  before  his  Majefty  can  with 
a  good  grace  accept  thofe  offices  at 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia’s  hands,  of 
which  impartiality  Ihould  be  the 
efiential  charatfter.  No  proof  could 


be  feleffied,  at  once  fo  eafy  for  his 
Imperial  Majefty  togive,  fogratefuf 
to  his  Majefty  to  receive,  fo  natural 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  fo  lit¬ 
tle  liable  to  exception  on  the  part 
of  France,  as  the  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce. 

j 

With  refpeft  to  the  remaining 
point,  which  your  excellency  is  in- 
ftrufted  to  urge, — a  communica¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Ruffian  go¬ 
vernment  of  its  general  views  and 
policy  for  the  future,  you  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
himfelf  annexed  to  his  conditional 
acceptance  of  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Auftria,  a  ftmiiar  de¬ 
mand  of  the  communication  of  the 
general  views  of  the  Court  of  Vienna 
refpedling  the  future  ftate  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

in  the  treaty  of  Barenftein,  con¬ 
cluded  between  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  ;  and 
offered  by  them  to  the  acceptance 
of  other  powers  as  the  bans  of  a 
co-operation  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
ducing  a  general  pacific  arrange¬ 
ment,  a  diftindt  and  detailed  expo- 
fttion  was  entered  into  with  refpetft 
not  only  to  the  powers  intended  to 
be  comprehended  as  parties  to  the 
treaty,  but  to  all  the  other  powers 
of  Europe,  in  whofe  fate  any  one  of 
the  principal  powers  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  interefted. 

Thefe  examples  of  what  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  has  done,  and  what 
he  has  required,  would  fuffiiciently 
authorize  his  Majefty’s  folicitude 
to  obtain  a  fimilar  explanation  on 
the  prefent  occafion* 

But  there  are  other  grounds  for 
it  in  the  very  ftate  and  circumftances 
of  Europe,  as  arifing  out  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit,  apd  the  ftipula- 
tions  annexed  to  it ;  fome  of  which 
ftipulations  are  already  carrying 
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into  execution  In  a  way  to  excite 
Ids  Majefty’s  apprehenfions,  if  not 
for  his  own  interefts,  for  thofe  of 
his  allies. 

Is  it  poffible  that  his  Majefty 
fhould  not  think  it  effiential  to  be 
informed  whether  the  public  articles 
pf  the  treaty  of  Til  fit,  which  re- 
cognifes  the  French  King  of  Naples 
only  as  King  of  Naples,  is,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  contradicted  by  a  fecret  arti¬ 
cle,  which  adds  to  this  title  that  of 
tile  Two  Sicilies  ? 

The  movements  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  the  fnrrender  of  Corfu, 
naturally  give  rife  to  a  variety  or 
apprehenfions,  which  it  would  be 
for  the  intereft  of  both  countries  to 
quiet,  or  at  leak  to  reduce  within 
the  bounds  of  truth. 

Has  not  his  Majefty  the  right  to 
require  fome  explanation  of  he  in¬ 
tentions  of  Ruffia  with  refped  to 
Turkey  ;  a  power  with  whom  his 
Majefty  finds  himfelf  at  war,  and 
left  alone  in  the  war,  for  no  other 
than  Ruffian  interefts,  and  from  a 
quarrel  efpoufed  by  his  Majefty  for 
the  fake  of  his  ally  ? 

Thefe  topics  your  excellency  will 
urtre  in  your  conferences  with  M. 
de  Budberg,  with  all  the  earneftnefs 
which  their  importance  requires, 
but  at  the  fame  time  carefully  avoid¬ 
ing  a  ftrain  of  reproach;  and  even 
when  you  are  obliged  to  confefs 
the  fufpicion  of  engagements  ha¬ 
ving  been  entered  into,  fuch  as  his 
Majefty  cannot  but  difapprove, 
conducting  your  enquiry  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fhall  lead  M.  de  Budberg 
to  believe  that  his  Majefty  is  anx¬ 
ious  rather  to  find  the  means  of 
preventing  or  remedying  the  evil, 
than  to  difeover  the  grounds  of 
complaint  againft  Ruffia. 

Upon  the  whole,  your  excellency 
will  colled  from  thefe  inftru&ions, 
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that  his  Majefty  is  as  much  de- 
firous  as  ever  to  cultivate  thefriend- 
Ihip  and  alliance  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia  ;  that  he  conceives  the  only 
chance  of  fafety  for  what  remains 
of  Europe  to  depend  upon  the  re¬ 
newal  of  a  good  underftanding  be¬ 
tween  them  ;  that  his  Majefty  has 
never,  even  under  appearances  the 
moft  unfavourable,  altogether  de- 
fpaired  of  fuch  a  recurrence,  on  the 
part  oi  the  Emperor,  to  the  counfels 
which  are  beft  calculated  lor  his 
own  glory,  and  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  own  dominions,  as  it  is  now 
hoped  has  taken  place  ;  and  that 
his  Majefty,  upon  fuch  a  change,  is 
eager  to  forget  all  that  has  palled 
of  a  nature  contradictory  to  thofe 
eounfels,  or  inconfiftent  with  therm 

JLxtraB  of  a  Difpatch from  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Granville  Levefon 
Gower,  to  Mr.  Secretary  C aiming  ; 
dated  St.  Peterjburgh ,  %th  Nov-. 
1807. — Received  Dec ,  2 d. 

I  had  the  honour  of  apprifingyou 
by  the  laft  meffenger,  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  1  had  experienced  in  obtain¬ 
ing  a  conference  with  count  Ro- 
manzow.  I  yefterday  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  him,  of  which  the  enclofed  is 
a  copy,  and  I  this  morning  received 
the  inclofed  note.  The  contents  of 
this  paper  are  fo  extremely  im¬ 
portant,  that  I  will  not  detain  Sir 
Robert  Wilfon,  by  making  any  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  unfounded  af- 
fertions  and  rnifreprefentations  with, 
which  it  abounds. 

This  violent  meafure  has  been 
produced  by  a  peremptory  demand 
(  brought  by  the  laft  meftenger  from 
Paris,)  of  the  immediate  execution 
of  ail  the  fecret  articles  of  Tilfir ; 
and  the  French  million  have  boaft- 
ed,  that,  afterfome  difficulties,  they 
have  gained  a  complete  triumph, 
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and  have  carried  not  only  this- aft 
of  hoftility  againft  England,  hut 
z\{o  every  other  point  effential  to 
the  fnccels  of  Buonaparte’s  views. 

I  intend  afking  for  paffports  to¬ 
morrow,  and  (hall  let  out  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days. 

p.  S.  I  inclofe  a  copy  of  the 
printed  declaration,  which  has  been 
lent  by  the  Ruffian  government  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters  refiding  at 
this  court. 

Birit  Inclofure. 

The  ambaffador  of  his  Britannic 
jnajedy  has- repeatedly  fignihed  for 
more  than  a  week  his  defire  to.con- 
verfe  with  his  excellency  the  count 
Roman  zow  ;  his  felicitations  have 
been  hitherto  fruitlefs,  but  the  am- 
baffiador  deems  it  his  duty  to  renew 
once  more  his  application,  previous 
to  announcing  to  his  court  the  ap¬ 
parent  determination  of  his  excel" 
lency  to  avoid  the  cuftomary  com-* 
mu-nication. 

Oct.  ( 7th  Nonj.J  1807. 

Second  Inclofure. 

The  emperor,  who,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war  which  he  has  juft  ter¬ 
minated,  had  to  complain  oS  the 
conduft  of  England  towards  him, 
fupprefied  his  juft  refeniment  in 
the  confoling  hope,  that  the  peace 
he  had  fo  lately  concluded  would 
lead  to  a  general  peace. 

He  had  conilituted  himfelf  me¬ 
diator,  he  had  fubfequently  offered 
his  mediation  in  acquainting  his 
Britannic  majefty  that  his  defire 
was  to  obtain  for  him  an  honour¬ 
able  peace — England  rejected  his 
offices. 

h  feemed  as  if  her  views  were 
not  to  fuffer  the  flames  of  war  to  be 


extingoifhed,  but  to  kindle  them 
anew  in  the  North  by  an  event 
hidden  and  novel. 

The  fleets  and  armies  of  his  Bri- 
fannic  majefty  came  to  perpetrate 
againft  Denmark  an  aft  of  which 
hitlory  furnifhes  no  example.  The 
emperor,  who,  to  the  knowledge  of 
England,  was  a  guarantee  of  the 
tranquillity  of  the  Baltic,  which  is 
a  clofe  fea  ;  the  emperor,  who  had 
been  forewarned  of  nothing,  did 
not  conceal  his  refentment  ;  and, 
in  a  fecond  note  delivered  to  lord 
Gower,  informed  England,  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  remain  a  quiet 
fpeftator  of  what  had  befallen  a 
king,  his  relation,  and  his  friend. 

The  emperor  confeffes  he  did  not 
forefee,  that,  after  this  declaration, 
England  would  make  him  the  pro- 
pofal  of  undertaking  to  convince 
Denmark,  that  it  was  her  inteveft 
to  fubrnit  to  what  had  recently  be¬ 
fallen  her,  and  to  render  Ruflia 
guarantee,  that  Great  Britain  fhoald 
poffefs  in  perfect  fecurity  that 
which  fhe  had  fo  lately  wrefted 
from  Denmark. 

The  prince  Royal  of  Denmark 
had  not  ratified  the  convention  of 
Copenhagen.  As  to  the  fecond 
propofals  which  were  made  to  him, 
he  has  again  reprefented  to  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty  how  greatly  he  was 
irritated  by  this  new  procedure  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry  towards  him. 

The  emperor,  penetrated  with 
the  confidence  which  the  prince 
royal  repo  ed  in  his  friendfhip, 
having  confidered  his  own  wrongs 
againft  England,  having  maturely 
examined  his  engagements  with  the 
powers  of  the  North,  engagements 
entered  into  by  the  empiefs  Catha¬ 
rine  and  his  majefty  the  late  empe¬ 
ror,  both  of  glorious  memory,  has 
refolved  to  fulfil  them. 
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His  maje.fty  has  therefore  order¬ 
ed  the  underiigned  to  declare  to  his 
excellency,  lord  G.  L,  Gower,  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  ambaflador, 
that  his  imperial  ma jelly  breaks  ofF 
all  communication  with  England. 
His  imperial  majelty  recalls  the 
whole  of  his  million  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  will  not  allow  that  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  remain  at  his 
court.  There  fhall  henceforward 
be  no  relations  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  emperor  declares  that  he 
annuls  for  ever  every  act  heretofore 
concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ruftia,  and  efpeeiallv  the  con¬ 
vention  of  5th  (17th)  June  1801. 
He  proclaims  anew  the  principles 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  that  mo¬ 
nument  of  the  wifdom  of  the  em- 
prefs  Catharine,  and  pre-engages 
never  to  depart  from  that  fyftem. 

Pie  demands  from  England  com¬ 
plete  fatisfa<ftion  for  his  fubjects  on 
all  his  juft  claims  for  fhips  and  mer- 
chandife  feized  or  detained  a^ainft 

O 

the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  treaties 
concluded  during  his  own  reign. 

The  emperor  declares  that  no  ar¬ 
rangements  fhall  take  place  be¬ 
tween  Ruftia  and  England,  until 
the  latter  lhall  have  given  fatisfac- 
tion  to  Denmark. 

The  emperor  expeTs,  that  his 
Britannic  majefty,  inftead  of  per¬ 
mitting  his  minifters,  as  has  lately 
been  the  cafe,  to  feat  ter  anew  the 
feeds  of  war,  liftening  only  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  feelings,  would 
lend  his  afliftan.ee  to  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  peace  with  his  majefty  the 
emperor  ot  the  French,  which  would 
extend  the  incalculable  bleflin^s  of 
peace  over  the  whole  world. 

-When  the  emperor  (hall  be  fa- 
tbfied  upon  all  the  preceding 
points,  and  efpecially  as  tc  the 


peace  between  France  and  England, 
without  which  no  part  of  Europe 
can  promife  itfelf  real  tranquillity, 
his  imperial  majefty  will  then  rea¬ 
dily  renew  with  Great  Britain  the 
relations  of  friendftiip,  which,  con- 
fiderin^  the  ditTadsfaction  which 
the  emperor  fo  juftly  feels,  he  has 
perhaps  already  preferved  too  long. 

The  underfigned,  having  thus 
fulfilled  the  orders  of  the  emperor 
his  mafter,  requefts  his  excellency 
the  ambaflador  to  lay  the  contents 
of  this  note,  without  delay,  before 
the  king  his  fovereign. 

(Signed) 

The  Count  Nicolas  Romanzow. 

St.  Peterjlurg  ( I  ~jth  Oct.)  gth  Nctjv 
1S07. 

Extracts  from  the  Correfpondence 
with  the  Ruffian  and  French  Go - 
verrnnentSy  relative  to  the  Over¬ 
tures  received  from  Erfurtb . 

No,  I. 

Letter  from  Count  Nicholas  de  Ro~ 
771  a  nave jf  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cannings 
dated  Erfurthy  30 th  September — 
(i  ith'Odi.Jy  1808. — Received 
Ocd  z\fi . 

(Tranflation. ) 

Sir, 

I  fend  to  your  excellency  a 
letter  which  the  emperors  of  Ruftia 
and  France  write  to  his  majefty 
the  king  of  England.  The  em¬ 
peror  of  Ruftia  flatters  himfelf  that 
England  will  feel  the  grandeur  and 
the  fineerity  of  this  ftep.  She  will, 
there  find  the  moft  natural  and  the 
molt  Ample  anfwer  to  the  over¬ 
ture  which  has  been  made  by  admi¬ 
ral  Saumarez.  The  union  of  the 
two  empires  is  beyond  the  reach  of 

all 


all  change,  and  the  two  emperors 
have  formed  it  for  peace  as  well  as 
for  war. — His  majefly  has  corn- 
man  led  me  to  make  known  to  your 
excellency  that  he  has  nominated 
plenipotentiaries  who  will  repair  to 
Paris,  where  they  will  await  the 
anfwer  which  your  excellency  may 
be  pleafed  to  make  to  me.  I  re- 
quefl  you  to  addrefs  it  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  ambaffador  at  Paris. — The 
plenipotentiaries  named  by  the  em¬ 
peror  oi  Ruflia  will  repair  to  that 
city  on  'he  continent  to  which  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britannic 
majefly  and  his  allies  fhail  have 
been  fent. — In  refpedt  to  the  bafes 
of  the  negociation,  their  imperial 
majefties  fee  no  difficulty  in  adopt¬ 
ing  all  thofe  formerly  propofed  by 
England,  namely,  the  uti  poffidetisy 
and  every  other  bafis  founded  upon 
the  reciprocity  and  equality  which 
ought  to  prevail  between  all  great 
nations. — I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  fentiments  of  the  higheft  con- 
fideration,  &c.  (Signed) 
CountNicoLAs  de  Romanzoff. 

Elis  excellency  Mr.  Canning,  &c. 
No.  II. 

Letter  from  his,  Majefly  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  RuJ/las,  and  Buonaparte , 
to  his  Majtjhy  dated  Erfurth , 
12 th  OB.  1808. — Received  Oft. 
21 ft — Tranflated  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  French . 

Sire, 

The  prefent  circumftances  of 
Europe  have  brought  us  together 
at  Erfurth.  Our  fir  ft  thought  is 
to  yield  to  the  wifh  and  the  wants 
of  every  people,  and  to  feek,  in  a 
fpeedy  pacification  with  your  ma- 
jefty,  the  moft  efficacious  remedy 
for  the  miferies  which  opprefs  all 


majefly  our  fmcere  defire  in  this 
refpedt  by  the  prefent  letter.  The 
long  and  bloody  war  which  has 
torn  the  continent  is  at  an  end, 
without  the  pofiibility  of  being  re¬ 
newed.  Many  changes  have  taken 
place  in  Europe  ;  many  Hates  have 
been  overthrown.  The  caufe  is  to 
be  found  in  the  ftate  of  agitation 
and  vnifery  in  which  the  ftagnation 
of  marl  lime  commerce  has  placed 
the  greateft  nations.  Still  greater 
changes  may  yet  take  place,  and  all 
of  them  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
the  Englifh  nation.  Peace,  then, 
is  at  once  the  intereft  of  the  people 
of  the  continent,  as  it  is  the  inte¬ 
reft  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain 0 
We  unite  in  entreating  your  majef- 
ty  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  huma¬ 
nity,  filencing  that  of  the  paffions  ; 
to  feek,  with  the  intention  of  ar¬ 
riving  at  that  object,  to  conciliate 
all  interefts,  and  by  that  means  to 
preferve  all  the  powers  which  exift, 
and  to  enfure  the  happinefs  of  Eu^ 
rope  and  of  this  generation,  at  the 
head  of  which  Providence  has 
placed  us,  (Signed) 

Alexander. 

Napoleon. 

No.  III. 

Letter  from  M.  de  Champa  guy,  ter 
Mr.  Secretary  C  mining,  dated 
Erfurth^  12th  OBobery  1808. — - 
Received  O Bober  lift. 

(Tranflation.) 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  tra'nfmit  to 
your  excellency  a  letter  which  the 
emperor  of  the  French  and  the  em¬ 
peror  of  all  the  Pvuffias  write  to  his 
Britannic  majefly.  The  grandeur 
and  the  fincerity  of  this  ftep  will, 

without 
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without  doubt,  be  felt, 
cannot  be  attributed  to  weaknefs, 
which  is  the  refult  of  the  intimate 
connexion  between  the  two  greateft 
fovereigns  of  the  continent,  united 
for  peace  as  well  as  for  war.  His 
majefty  the  emperor  has  commanded 
me  to  make  known  to  your  excel¬ 
lency,  that  he  has  nominated  ple- 
nipotentiaries  who  will  repair  to 
that  city  on  the  continent  to  which 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  his  allies  (hall  fend  their 
plenipotentiaries.  With  refpecl  to 
the  bafts  of  the  negociation,  their 
majefties  aredifpofed  to  adopt  thofe 
formerly  proposed  by  England  her- 
felf,  namely,  the  uti  pffidetisy  and 
any  other  bafts  founded  upon  juf- 
tice,  and  the  reciprocity  and  equal¬ 
ity  which  ought  to  prevail  be¬ 
tween  all  great  nations.—  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  the  higheft 
confideration,  &c. 

(Signed)  Champagny. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Canning,  &c. 
No.  VII. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Canning 
to  the  Ruffian  Ambaffador ,  at 
Paris ,  dated  Foreign  Office ,  2  St/j 
Odiobei'y  1S08. 

(Tranflation.) 

Sir, 

Having  laid  before  the  king  my 
mailer  the  two  letters  which  his 
excellency  the  count  Nicolas  de 
RomanzofF  has  tranfmitted  to  me 
from  Erfurth,  I  have  received  his 
majefty’s  commands  to  reply  to 
that  which  is  addreffed  to  him,  by 
the  official  note  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclofe  to  your  excel¬ 
lency. — However  defirous  his  ma¬ 
jefty  might  be  to  reply  direflly  to 
his  majefty  the  emperor  of  Ruffia, 


you  cannot  but  feel,  Sir,  that  from 
the  unufual  manner  in  which  the 
letters  figned  by  his  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  were  drawn  up,  and  which  has 
entirely  deprived  them  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  private  and  perfonal 
communication,  his  majefty  has 
found  if  impoffible  to  adopt  that 
mark  of  refpedt  towards  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Ruffia,  without  at  the  fame 
time  acknowledging  titles  which 
his  majefty  never  has  acknow- 
leged. 

I  am  commanded  to  add  to  the 
contents  of  the  official  note,  that 
his  majefty  will  haften  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Sweden,  and  to  the  exifting  govern¬ 
ment  ol  Spain,  thepropofals  which 
have  been  made  to  him.  Your  ex¬ 
cellency  will  perceive  that  it  is  ab- 
folutely  necelfary  that  his  majefty 
fhould  receive  an  immediate  a  du¬ 
rance,  that  France  acknowledges 
the  government  of  Spain  as  party 
to  any  negociation.  That  fuch  is 
the  intention  of  the  emperor  of 
Ruffia  his  majefty  cannot  doubt. 
His  majefty  recolle&s  with  fatisfac- 
tion  the  lively  intereft  which  his 
imperial  majefty  has  always  mani- 
fefted  for  the  welfare  and  dignity 
of  the  Spanifti  monarchy,  and  he 
wants  no  other  a  flu  ranee  that  his 
imperial  majefty  cannot  have  been 
induced  to  fanftion  by  his  concur¬ 
rence,  or  by  his  approbation,  ufur- 
pation,  the  principle  of  which  is 
not  lefs  unjult  than  their  example 
is  dangerous  to  all  legitimate  fo- 

o  o 

vere-gns. 

o 

As  foon  as  the  anfvvers  on  this 
point  (hail  have  been  received,  and 
as  foon  3s  his  majefty  (hall  have 
learnt  the  fentiments  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  thofe  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Spain,  I  (hall  not  fail 
to  receive  the  commands  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty 
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jelly  for  fuch  communications  as  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  make  upon 
the  ulterior  objeds  of  the  letter  of 
count  Romanzoff. — I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  George  Canning. 

To  his  excellency  the  Ruffian 
ambaffador  at  Paris. 

No.  VIII. 

Letter  from  Mr,  §e  ret  ary  Canning 
to  M.  de  Champagny ,  dated  Fo¬ 
reign  Office i  Otlober  2%thi  1808. 

Sir, 

Having  laid  before  the  king  my 
mailer  the  two  letters  which  your 
excellency  tranfmitted  to  me  from 
Erfurth,  one  of  which  was  ad- 
dreffed  to  his  ma jelly,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  his  majefly’s  commands  to 
return,  in  anfwer  to  that  letter, 
the  official  note  which  I  have  the 
honour  herewith  to  enclofe. 

I  am  commanded  to  add,  that  Ins 
majefty  will  lofe  no  time  in  com¬ 
municating  to  the  king  of  Sweden 
and  to  the  government  of  Spain  the 
propofals  which  have  been  made  to 
his  majefty- — Your  excellency  will 
fee  the  neceffity  of  an  affurancc 
being  immediately  afforded  to  his 
majefty,  that  the  ad  million  of  the 
government  of  Spain  as  a  parry  to 
the  negociation  is  underftood  and 
agreed  to  by  France. 

After  the  anfwer  of  your  excel- 

* 

lency  upon  this  point  fhall  have 
been  received,  and  fo  foon  as  his 
majefty  fhall  be  in  poffeffion  of 
the  ientiments  of  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den,  and  of  the  government  of 
Spain,  I  fhall  receive  his  majefty’s 
commands  to  communicate  with 
your  excellency  on  the  remaining 
points  of  your  letter.— I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  George  Canning. 


No.  I X.— Official  Note* 

The  king  has  uniformly  declared 
his  readinefs  and  defire  to  enter 
into  negociations  for  a  general  peace 
on  terms  confiftent  with  the  honour 
of  his  majefty’s  crown,  with  fideli¬ 
ty  to  his  engagements,  and  with 
the  permanent  repofe  and  fecurity 
o!  Europe.  His  majefty  repeats 
that  declaration. — If  the  condition 
ofth  e  continent  be  one  of  agitation 
and  of  wretchednefs  ;  if  many 
ftates  have  been  overthrown,  and 
more  are  ftili  menaced  with  fub- 
verfion;  it  is  a  confolation  to  the 
king  to  refled,  that  no  part  of  the 
convulfions  which  have  already 
been  experienced,  or  of  thofe  which 
are  threatened  for  the  future,  can 
be  in  any  degree  imputable  to  his 
majefty.  The  king  is  moll  wil¬ 
ling  to  acknowledge  that  all  fuch 
dreadful  changes  are  indeed  con¬ 
trary  to  the  policy  oi  Great  Bti- 
tain. — If  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
mifery  is  to  be  found  in  the  ftagna- 
tion  of  commercial  intercourfe,-— 
although  his  majefty  cannot  be  ex- 
peded  to  hear,  with  unqualified 
regret,  that  the  fyftem  devifed  for 
the  deftrudion  of  the  commerce  of 
his  fubjeds  has  recoiled  upon  its 
authors,  or  its  inftruments, — yet 
is  it  neither  in  the  difpofition  of 
his  majefty,  nor  in  the  charaderof 
the  people  over  whom  he  reigns, 
to  rejoice  in  the  privations  and 
unhappinefs  even  of  the  nations 
which  are  combined  again!!  him. 
His  majefty  anxioufly  defires  the 
termination  of  the  fufferings  of  the 
continent. 

The  war  in  which  his  majefty  is 
engaged,  was  entered  into  by  his 
majefty  for  the  immediate  objed 
of  national  Effete.  It  has  been 

prolonged 


STATE  PAPERS. 


prolonged  only  becaufe  no  fecure 
and  honourable  means  of  termi¬ 
nating;  it  have  hitherto  been  af- 

forded  by  his  enemies.  But  in  the 
✓ 

progrefs  of  a  war,  begun  for  felf- 
defence,  new  obligations  have  been 
impofed  upon  his  majefty,  in  be¬ 
half  of  powers  whom  the  aggref* 
fions  of  a  common  enemy  have  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  common  caufe  with 
his  majefty  ;  or  who  have  folicited 
his  majefty ’s  affiftance  and  fupport, 
in  the  vindication  of  their  national 
independence.  The  interefts  of 
the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  of  his 
Sicilian  majefty,  are  confided  to 
his  majefty’s  friendfhip  and  pro¬ 
tection.  With  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den  his  majefty  is  connected  by 
ties  of  the  clofeft  alliance,  and  by 
ftipulations  which  unite  their  coun- 
fels  for  peace  as  well  as  for  war. 

To  Spain  his  majefty  is  not  yet 
bound  by  any  formal  inftrument  ; 
but  his  majefty  has,  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  contracted  with  that 
nation  engagements  not  lefs  facred 
and  not  lefs  binding  upon  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  mind  than  the  moft  folemn 
treaties.  His  majefty  therefore  af- 
fumes  that,  in  an  overture  made  to 
his  majefty  for  entering  into  nego- 
ciations  for  a  general  peace,  the 
relations  fubftfting  between  his 
majefty  and  the  Spanifli  monarchy 
have  been  diftinCf ly  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  and  that  the  govern, 
ment  aCling  in  the  name  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefty  Ferdinand  the  Se¬ 
venth  is  underftood  to  be  a  party  to 
any  negociation  in  which  his  ma¬ 
jefty  is  invited  to  engage. 

(Signed)  George  Canning. 

No.  XII. 

Lettter from  Count  Nicolas  de  Roman - 
xojf  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning , 
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dated  Paris ,  1 6th — (28 th  Nov.J 
1808.  Received  December  6th, 

(Tranflation.) 

Sir, 

I  tranfmit  to  your  excellency  my 
anfwer  to  the  note  of  the  28th  Oc¬ 
tober,  which  you  were  pleafed  to 
addrefs  to  count  de  Tolftoi  j  and 
I  haften  to  feize  this  frefh  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  renewing  to  yOur  excel¬ 
lency  the  affurances  of  the  high 
confideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Count  Nicolas 
de  Romanzoff. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Canning, 

Sec.  See. 

(Tranflation.)- — Note. 

The  underftgned  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  of  his  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  has  the 
honour  to  reply  to  the  note  of  the 
28  th  October,  figned  by  Mr,  Can¬ 
ning,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign 
affairs  to  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  addreffed  by  his 
excellency  the  Ruffian  ambaffador 
at  Paris  : — -That  the  admiftion  of 
the  fovereigns  in  alliance  with  Eng¬ 
land,  to  a  congrefs,  cannot  be  a 
point  of  any  difficulty,  and  that 
Ruffia  and  France  confent  to  it. 
But  this  principle  by  no  means  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  neceffity  of  admitting 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Spanifh. 
infurgents :  The  emperor  of  Ruffia 
cannot  admit  them.  His  empire^ 
in  fimilar  circumftances, — and  Eng¬ 
land  can  recollect  one  particular 
inftance, — -has  always  been  true  to 
the  fame  principle.  Moreover,  he 
has  already  acknowledged  the  king 
Jofeph  Napoleon.  He  has  an¬ 
nounced  to  his  Britannic  majefty, 
that  he  was  united  with  the  empe- 
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tor  of  the  French  for  peace  as  well 
as  for  war  ;  and  his  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  here  repeats  that  declaration. 
He  is  refolved  not  to  feparate  his 
interefts  from  thofe  of  that  mo¬ 
narch  hut  they  are  both  ready  to 
conclude  a  peace,  provided  that  it 
be  juft,  honourable,  and  equal  for 
all  parties. 

The  underfigned  fees  with  plea- 
fure,  that,  in  this  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  refpe&ing  the  Spaniards,  no¬ 
thing  prefents  itfelf  which  can 
either  prevent  or  delay  the  opening 
of  a  congrefs.  He  derives  his  per- 
fuafion  in  this  refpecl  from  that 
which  his  Britannic  majefty  has 
himfelf  confided  to  the  two  empe¬ 
rors,  that  he  is  bound  by  no  p’ofitive 
engagement  with  thofe  who  have 
taken  up  arms  in  Spain.  After  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  war,  Europe  has  a 
right  to  demand  peace.  The  in- 
tereft  of  all  the  powers,  including 
that  of  England,  is  to  render  it 
general.  Humanity  commands  it ; 
and  ftich  adefire,  furely,  cannot  be 
foreign  to  the  feelings  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty.  How  can  it  be, 
that  he  alone  can  withdraw  him¬ 
felf  from  fuch  an  objecft,  and  rerufe 
to  terminate  the  mifcries  of  buffer¬ 
ing  humanity  ? 

The  underfigned  eonfequent ly 
renews,  in  the  name  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  his  auguft  mafter,  the  propofal 
already  made,  to  fend  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  to  any  city  on  the  continent, 
which  his  Britannic  majefty  may 
pleafe  to  point  out ;  to  admit  to 
the  congrefs  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  fovereigns  in  alliance  with 
Great  Britain  ;  to  treat  upon  the 
bafis  of  the  uti  poffidetis ,  and  upon 
that  of  the  refpedlive  power  of  the 
belligerent  parties  :  in  fine,  to  ac¬ 
cept  any  bafis  which  may  have  for 
its  object  rhe  conclufion  of  a  peace, 


in  which  all  parties  ftiall  find  ho¬ 
nour,  juftice,  and  equality.  The 
underfigned  has  the  honour  to  re¬ 
new  to  hi'  excellency  Mr.  Canning 
the  affuranees  of  his  high  confide- 
ration.  (Signed) 

Count  Nicolas  deRomanzoff. 

To  his  excellency  Mr.  Canning, 
&c.  & c. 


The  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land’ $  Declaration  ref  pelting  the 
Overtures  of  France  and  RvJJia . 
Dated  Wfiminfer^  December  15, 

1 80S. 

The  overtures  made  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  by  the  governments  of  Rufiia 
and  of  France  have  not  led  to  ne- 
gociation ;  and  the  intercourfe  to 
which  thofe  overtures  gave  rife  be- 
ing  terminated,  his  majefty  thinks 
it  right  thus  promptly  and  publicly 
to  make  known  its  termination.- — 
The  continued  appearance  of  a  ne- 
gociation,  when  peace  has  been 
found  to  be  utterly  unattainable, 
could  be  advantageous  only  to  the 
enemy. — It  might  enable  France 
to  fovv  diftruft  and  jealoufy  in  the 
councils  of  tkofe  who  are  combined 
to  refill  her  oppreffions  :  and  if, 
among  the  nations  which  groan 
under  the  tyranny  of  French  alli¬ 
ance,  or  among  thofe  which  main¬ 
tain  againft  France  a  doubtful  and 
precarious  independence,  there 
ftiould  be  any  which  even  now  are 
balancing  between  the  certain  ruin 
of  a  prolonged  i nativity,  and  the 
contingent  dangers  of  an  effort  to 
fave  themfelves  from  that  ruin  ;  to 
nations  fo  fituated  the  delufive 
profpeift  of  a  peace  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  could  not  fail 
to  be  peculiarly  injurious.  Their 
preparations  might  be  relaxed  by 

the 
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tile  vain  hope  of  returning  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  or  their  purpofe  fhaken 
by  the  apprehenfion  of  being  left 
to  contend  alone. — That  fuch  was, 
in  facl,  the  main  object  of  France 
in  the  propofals  tranfimtted  to  his 
majefty  from  Erfurth,  his  majefty 
entertained  a  ftrong  perfuafion. — 
But  at  a  moment  when  refults  fo 
awful  from  their  importance,  and 
fo  tremendous  from  their  uncer¬ 
tainty,  might  be  depending  upon 
the  decifion  of  peace  or  war,  the 
king  felt  it  due  tohimfeif  to  afcer- 
tain,  beyond  the  poflibili ty  of 
doubt,  the  views  and  intentions  of 
his  enemies. — It  was  difficult  for 
his  majefty  to  believe,  that  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia  had  devoted  him- 
felf  fo  blindly  and  fatally  to  the 
violence  and  ambition  of  the  power 
with  which  his  imperial  majefty 
had  unfortunately  become  allied, 
as  to  be  prepared  openly  to  abet 
the  ufurpation  of  the  Spanifti  mo- 
narcliy  ;  and  to  acknowledge  and 
maintain  the  right  affumed  by 
France,  to  depofe  and  imprifon 
friendly  fovereigns,  and  forcibly  to 
transfer  to  herfelf  the  allegiance  of 
independent  nations.  When  there¬ 
fore  it  was  propofed  to  his  majefty 
to  enter  into  negociation  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  in  concert  with  his 
majefty’s  allies,  and  to  treat  either 
on  the  bafts  of  the  uti  pojjidetn 
(heretofore  the  fubjetft  of  fo  much 
controverfy  ),  or  on  any  other  bafts, 
confiftent  with  juftice,  honour,  and 
equality,  his  majefty  determined 
to  meet  this  feemin?  fairnefs  and 

0  O 

moderation,  with  fairnefs  and  mo¬ 
deration  on  his  majefty’s  part, 
real  and  fincere. — The  king  pro- 
felled  his  readineis  to  enter  into 
fuch  negociation  in  concurrence 
with  his  allies  ;  and  undertook 
forthwith  to  communicate  to  them 
the  propofals  which  his  majefty 
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had  received.  But  as  his  majefty' 

was  not  conne&ed  with  Spain  by  a 

formal  treaty  of  alliance,  his  ma- 
•  * 

jefty  thought  it  neeeflary  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  engagements  which 
he  had  contracted,  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  with  that  nation,  were 
confidered  by  his  majefty  as  no  lefs 
facred,  and  no  lefs  binding  upon 
his  majefty,  than  the  moft  folemn 
treaties  ;  and  to  exprefs  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  juft  confidence  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Spain,  ailing  in  the 
name  of  his  Catholic  majefty  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.  was  underftood  to  be 
a  party  of  the  negociation. — The 
reply  rerurned  by  France  to  this 
propofition  of  his  majefty  cafts  off 
at  once  the  thin  difguife,  which 
had  been  aflumed  tor  a  momentary 
purpofe  ;  and  difplays,  with  lefs 
than  ordinary  referve,  the  arro¬ 
gance  and  injuftice  of  that  govern¬ 
ment.  The  univerfal  Spanilh  na¬ 
tion  is  deferibed  by  the  degrading 
appellation  of  (<  the  Spanifh  infur- 
gents  and  the  demand  for  the 
admiffion  of  the  government  of 
Spain  as  a  party  to  any  negocia¬ 
tion,  is  rejected  as  inadmiffible 
and  infulting.- — With  aftonifhment 
as  well  as  with  grief  his  majefty 
has  received  from  the  emperor  of 
Ruffia  a  reply,  fimilar  in  effeCt,  al¬ 
though  lefs  indecorous  in  tone  and 
manner.  The  emperor  of  Ruffia 
alfo  ftigmatizes  as  (i  infurreCtion/* 
the  glorious  efforts  of  the  Spanifh 
people  in  behalf  of  their  legitimate 
Sovereign,  and  in  defence  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  their  country  ;  thus 
giving  the  fanction  of  his  imperial 
majefty’s  authority  to  an  ufurpa¬ 
tion  which  has  no  parallel  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world. — The  king 
would  readily  have  embraced  ai 
opportunity  of  negociation,  which 
might  have  afforded  any  hope  oj: 
profpeft  of  a  peace,  compatible 
*  Y  2  with 
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with  juftice  and  with  honour.  His 
majefty  deeply  laments  an  iftfue, 
by  which  the  fufferings  of  Europe 
are  aggravated  and  prolonged.  But 
neither  the  honour  of  his  majefty, 
nor  the  generofity  of  the  Britifh 
nation,  would  admit  his  majefty’s 
confenting  to  commence  a  negoci- 
ation,  by  the  abandonment  of  a 
brave  and  loyal  people,  who  are 
contending  for  the  prefervation  of 
all  that  is  dear  to  man  ;  and  whofe 
exertions  in  a  caufe  fo  unqueftion- 
ably  juft,  his  majefty  has  folemnly 
pledged  himfelf  to  fuftain. 


Rejoinder  to  his  Britannic  Majefty’ s 

Order  in  Council ,  Nero.  1 1,  i  807. 

—-At  our  Royal  Palace ,  at  Milan , 

Dec.  17,  1807, 

Dec.  7,  1807. 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  theFrench, 
king  of  Italy,  and  protector  of 
the  Rhenifti  confederation  : — 
Obferving  the  meafures  adopted 
by  the  Britifh  government,  on  the 
1  ith  of  November  laft,  by  which 
veftels  belonging  to  neutral,  friend¬ 
ly,  or  even  powers  the  allies  of 
England,  are  made  liable,  not  only 
to  be  fearched  by  Englifh  cruizers, 
but  to  be  compulforily  detained  in 
England,  and  to  have  a  tax  laid  on 
them  of  fo  much  per  cent,  on  the 
cargo,  to  be  regulated  by  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  legiflature : 

Obferving  that  by  thefe  a&s  the 
Britifh  government  denationalizes 
(hips  of  every  nation  in  Europe, 
that  it  is  not  competent  for  any 
government  to  detraft  from  its 
own  independence  and  rights,  all 
the  Tovereigns  of  Europe  having 
in  trtift  the  fovereignties  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  flag  ;  that  if  by 
un  unpardonable  weaknefs,  .and 


which  in  the  eyes  of  pofterity, 
would  he  an  indelible  ftain,  fuck 
a  tyranny  was  allowed  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  into  principles  and  confe- 
crated  by  ufage,  the  Englifh  would 
avail  themfelves  of  it  toaflert  it  as 
a  right,  as  they  have  availed  them¬ 
felves  of  the  tolerance  of  govern¬ 
ments  to  eftablifh  the  infamous 
principle,  that  the  flag  of  a  nation 
does  not  cover  goods,  and  to  give 
to  their  right  of  blockade  an  arbi¬ 
trary  extenfion,  and  which  in¬ 
fringes  on  the  fovereignty  of  every 
ftate  we  have  decreed,  and  do 
decree,  as  follows : 

Art.  I.  Every  (hip,  to  whatever 
nation  it  may  belong,  that  fhall 
have  fubmitted  to  be  fearched  by 
an  Englifh  fhip,  or  to  a  voyage  to 
England,  or  that  {hall  have  paid 
any  tax  whatfoever  to  the  Englifh 
government,  is  thereby,  and  for 
that  alone,  declared  to  be  denation • 
alizedy  to  have  forfeited  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  its  king,  and  to  have  be¬ 
come  Englifh  property. 

Art.  II.  Whether  the  fhips  de» 
nationalized  by  the  arbitrary  mea¬ 
fures  of  the  Englifh  government 
enter  into  our  ports,  or  thofe  of  our 
allies,  or  whether  they  fall  into  the 
hands  of  our  fhips  of  war,  or  of 
our  privateers,  they  are  declared 
to  be  good  and  lawful  prizes. 

Art.  III.  The  Britifh  iflands 
are  declared  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade  both  by  fea  and  land. 
Every  fhip,  of  whatever  nation,  or 
whatfoever  the  nature  of  its  cargo 
may  be,  that  fails  from  the  port* 
of  England,  or  thofe  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  colonies,  or  to  countries  occu¬ 
pied  by  Englifh  troops,  is  good  and 
lawful  prize,  as  contrary  to  the  pre- 
fent  decree  ;  and  may  be  captured 
by  our  fhips  of  war,  or  our  priva¬ 
teers,  and  adjudged  to  the  captor. 

Art® 
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Art.  IV,  Thefe  meafures,  which 
are  reforted  to  only  in  juft  retalia¬ 
tion  of  the  barbarous  fyftem  adopt¬ 
ed  by  England,  which  aflimilates 
its  legiflation  to  that  of  Algiers, 
fhall  ceafe  to  hare  any  effeft  with 
refpeft  to  all  nations  who  (hall 
have  the  firmnefs  to  compel  the 
Englifti  government  to  refpeft 
their  flag.  They  fhall  continue 
to  be  rigoroufly  in  force  as  long  as 
that  government  does  not  return 
to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  which  regulates  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  civilized  ftates  in  a  ftate 
of  war.  The  proviftons  of  the 
prefent  decree  fhall  be  abrogated 
and  null,  in  fatft,  as  foon  as  the 
Englifti  abide  again  by  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  law  of  nations,  which 
are  alfo  the  principles  of  juftice, 
and  of  honour* 

All  our  minifters  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  prefent 
decree,  which  fhall  be  inferted  in 
the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 

Napoleon. 


Decree  on  the  SucceJJion  to  the  Crovon 
of  Italy. 

Milan ,  Dec .  19,  1807, 

We,  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
empire,  emperor  of  the  French, 
and  king  of  Italy,  decree  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Art.  I.  We  adopt  for  our  fon 
prince  Eugene  Beauharnois,  arch¬ 
chancellor  of  ftate  of  our  empire 
of  France,  and  viceroy  of  our  king¬ 
dom  of  Italy. 

II.  The  crown  of  Italy  fhall  be 
after  us,  and  in  default  of  our  chil¬ 
dren,  and  male  legitimate  defcend¬ 
ants,  hereditary  in  the  perfon  of 

prince  Eugene,  and  his  direft  legi- 

* 
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timate  defcendants  from  male  to 
male  by  order  of  primogeniture,  to 
the  perpetual  exclufion  of  women 
and  their  defcendants. 

III.  In  default  of  our  fons  and 
male  defcendants,  and  the  fons  and 
male  defcendants  of  Prince  Eu¬ 
gene,  the  crown  of  Italy  (hall  de¬ 
volve  to  the  fon  and  neareft  rela¬ 
tive  of  fuch  of  the  princes  of  our 
blood  who  fhall  then  reign  in 
France. 

IV.  Prince  Eugene,  our  fon, 
fhall  enjoy  all  the  honours  attached 
to  our  adoption. 

V.  The  right  which  our  adop¬ 
tion  gives  him  fhall  never,  in  any 
cafe,  authorife  him  or  his  defcend¬ 
ants  to  urge  any  pretenfton  to  the 
crown  of  France,  the  fucceflion  to 
which  is  invariably  fixed. 

Napoleon. 


Motives  of  the  Senatus  Confultum 
upon  the  Confcription  of  1 8oq, 
declared  by  Regnaud  de  St.  jfean 
D'  An gelyt  Miniftr  of  State . 

'  1  *  i 

Senators, 

When  your  wifdom  called  out 
the  confcripts  of  1 808,  your  wifhes 
were  diredled  towards  the  peace 
which  fignal  victories  had  prepared 
— you  wifhed  to  enfure  new  means 
of  conquering  and  pacifying.  The 
fuccefs  furpafled  your  hopes — the 
flames  of  war  are  extinguifhed  up¬ 
on  the  continent — a  durable  peace 
has  been  fworn  between  the  two 
greateft  fovereigns  in  the  world, 
and  Europe  has  time  to  breathe. 
But  there  is  a  government  to  which 
the  repofe  of  Europe  is  defpair,  to 
which  peace  is  terror,  to  which 
difeord  is  neceflary,  and  war  hope. 
England  has  replied  to  the  offer  of 

a  gene- 
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a  generous  mediation  offered  by  the 
emperor  of  Ruffla,  by  carrying  fire 
and  fword  into  the  territories  of 
his  mo  ft  ancient  ally,  by  profeffing 
more  folemnly  contempt  of  the 
rights  of  nations,  bv  proclaiming 
more  inhumanly  the  principle  of 
eternal  war.  The  indignation  of 
all  fovereigns  has  replied  to  the 
injurious  manifeftos,  to  the  cun¬ 
ning  declarations,  to  the  barbarous 
a«5ls  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James. 
The  predictions  which  the  orators 
of  his  majefty  made  to  you  a  year 
ago  in  this  tribune  are  realized.  It 
is,  we  faid,  from  the  bofom  of  the 
continent,  which  England  would 
fet  in  a  flame,  that  henceforth  a 
terrible  war  fb all  be  waged  againft 
hen  It  is  by  applying  to  her  on 
all  the  European  fhores  the  princi¬ 
ples  (he  has  applied  in  all  feas,  that 
we  fhall  bring  her  back  to  the  an¬ 
cient  principles  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  and  of  civilized  ftates.  It  is 
by  exiling  her  {hips  from  all  the 
coafts  where  we  have  foldiers  and 
allies  that  the  Englifti  miniftry  will 
be  punifhed  for  the  culpable  refufal 
of  giving  peace  to  the  world. 
Such,  Senators,  were  the  words  we 
addteffed  to  you  in  l’peaking  of  the 
confcription  of  1808,  and  behold  a 
facred  and  powerful  league  is  form¬ 
ed  to  punifh  the  Englilh  oligarchy, 
defend  the  rights  of  nations,  and 
avenge  humanity.  From  the  Baltic 
to  the  Mediterranean,  from  the 
Nile  to  the  Narva,  but  few  points 
remain  to  the  Englifh  fhips  where 
they  can  land,  or  where  they  are 
not  forbidden  to  touch. 

But  it  is  not  fufticient  to  have, 
by  a  juft  reciprocity,  pronounced 
againft  England  that  dreadful  fen- 
tence  of  outlawry  ;  {he  mu  ft  not 
be  permitted  to  be  at  reft  in  the 
feat  of  her  iniquitous  domination. 


upon  any  of  her  coafts,  in  any  of 
her  colonies,  under  any  points  of 
the  globe,  which  are  not  yet  in¬ 
terdicted  to  her.  It  is  neceffary 
that,  repelled  from  one  part  of  the 
world,  menaced  in  all  others,  Eng¬ 
land  fhould  know  not  where  to 
direct  the  little  military  force  of 
which  {he  has  the  difpofal  ;  and 
that  our  armies,  more  formidable 
than  ever,  fhould  be  ready  to  carry 
into  her  poffefiions  our  victorious 
and  avenging  eagles.  Such,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  are  the  motives  which  have 
determined  his  majefty  to  demand 
a  new  confcription.  The  levy  of 
the  preceding  year  has  been,  as 
you  forefaw,  the  pledge  of  conti¬ 
nental  peace — the  levy  of  this  year 
will  be  the  prefage  of  a  maritime 
peace.  The  pillage  of  the  arfenal 
and  port  of  Copenhagen — the  emi¬ 
gration  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet, 
have  not  yet  left  the  continent 
without  fhips. 

Our  legions  can  yet  reach  the 
Englifn  militia — Ireland  may  yet 
hope  for  fuecour  againft  oppreffion 
—India  may  yet  expect  deliverers ; 
and  while  our  2ncient  phalanxes 
fhall  march  to  haften  the  days  of 
juftice,  new  legions  of  young  war¬ 
riors  fhall  be  trained  to  difeipline 
and  to  battle,  under  the  paternal 
eye  of  thofe  warlike  magiftrates  — 
of  thofe  fenators  generals,  who 
with  fo  happy  a  zeal  have  already 
formed  brave  men  to  replace  thofe 
whom  war  has  fnatched  from  the 
country,  or  who  have  been  re- 
ftored  to  their  families.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  will  have  a  fuperabundance 
of  means  to  realifehis  pacific  views, 
or  to  execute  his  warlike  projects. 
To  the  powerful  armies  of  his 
faithful  allies,  his  majefty  will 
unite,  for  common  defence  and 
triumph,  fo  formidable  a  mafs, 
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that  fuccefs  will  not  long  be  doubt¬ 
ful.  So  juft  a  caufe  will  not  be 
vainly  defended  by  fo  much  force, 
-and  protected  by  fo  many  powers. 
A  league  fo  impofing  in  its  ele¬ 
ments,  fo  generous  in  its  policy, 
fo  juft  in  its  objects,  fo  great  in  its 
means,  will  at  length  bring  back 
■our  enemies  to  juftice  through  fear, 
or  to  fubmiliion  through  victory. 


'Circular  Letter ,  addreffed  by  the 

M infer  of  the  Interior  to  the 

Chamber  of  Commerce . 

(t  You  are  not  unacquainted, 
gentlemen,  with  the  late  ads  of 
the  Britifh  government,  that  laft 
ftage  of  the  opprefiion  of  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  world  ;  you  know 
that  it  has  refolved  to  deftroy  the 
feeble  remains  of  the  independence 
of  the  feas.  It  now  thinks  proper, 
that  henceforth  no  (hip  (hall  navi¬ 
gate  the  feas  without  touching  at 
its  ports,  without  a  tribute  to  its 
pretended  fovereignty,  and  with¬ 
out  receiving  from  it  an  ignomini¬ 
ous  licence. 

“  Thus  the  ocean  is  hencefor¬ 
ward  only  the  field  of  (lavery  ;  the 
ufurpation  of  the  mod  facred  of  the 
rights  of  nations  is  confummated, 
and  this  tyrannic  yoke  is  to  prefs 
upon  them  until  the  day  of  ven¬ 
geance  ;  or  until,  brought  to  a  due 
fenfe  of  moderation,  the  Englifh 
government  will  itfelf  calm  its 
rage,  and  break  that  feeptre  to 
which  the  nations  of  the  continent 
will  never  confent  to  fubmit. 

I  am  calling  our  common  at¬ 
tention  to  the  important  circum- 
ftances  which  muft  powerfully  in¬ 
duce  us  to  awaken  your  patriotifm 
and  your  wifdom.  One  would 
have  imagined  that  every  obftruc- 
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tion  and  reftraint  that  clogged  the 
courfeof  the  commerce  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  had  been  exhauft  ed  -  (till, 
■however,  they  are  going  to  be  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  meafures  lately 
adopted  by  England  ;  but  they 
will  find  our  minds  made  up  to 
ftruggle  againft,  and  to  overcome, 
this  new  mode  of  opprefiion. 

We  muft  not  (hut  our  eyes  to 
the  confequences.  Importation 
and  exportation,  already  fo  much 
reftritfted,  will  foon  be  much  more 
fo.  Every  thing  connected  with 
maritime  commerce,  every  thing 
that  depends  upon  it,  will  now  be 
liable  to  more  difficulties,  to  more 
uncertainty.  There  are,  however, 
two  channels  that  dill  remain  open. 

“  The  power  of  attacking  every 
(hip  that  renounces  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  its  national  flag,  by  a 
(hameful  fubmiflion  to  the  Britifh. 
fovereignty,  or  by  navigating  un¬ 
der  a  Britifh  licence,  will  open  a 
wide  field  to  the  hopes  of  our  com¬ 
manders.  Such  a  refource  will  not 
prove  ineffedual ;  and  French  com¬ 
merce  will  not  devote  itfelf  ufe- 
lefsiy  to  that  fort  of  warfare  which 
never  lets  courage,  dexterity,  and 
decifion,  go  unrewarded. 

“  We  have,  moreover,  to  hope 
that  neutral  (hips  will  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  Englilh  cruizers. 
The  immenfe  extent  of  the  coaft  of 
the  empire  will  favour  and  protedfc 
their  enterprizes. 

“  Thefe  refources  ought  not  to 
be  undervalued,  nor  counted  for 
nothing.  France  will  fubmit  to  a 
temporary  fituation,  which  can  only 
change  with  time,  and  with  new 
exertions  ;  but  her  enemy  (hall  not 
deprive  her  of  the  main  balls  of  her 
profperity,  her  internal  communi¬ 
cation,  her  relations  with  the  con¬ 
tinent,  where  (he  no  longer  fees  any 
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but  friends  and  allies  ;  her  foil  will 
not  be  lefs  fertile,  her  induftry  will 
not  maintain  itlelf  the  lefs,  though 
deprived  of  fome  materials  which 
it  is  not  impoffible  to  replace. 

“  To  this  laft  proportion  I  am 
rather  anxious,  gentlemen,  to  di¬ 
rect  your  attention.  You  have  ad¬ 
vice  to  give,  and  examples  to  hold 
out  to  commerce.  You  mull  al¬ 
ready  forefee  the  effeCt  of  the  pri¬ 
vation  of  certain  materials,  more 
efpecially  of  cotton,  and  of  ingre¬ 
dients  for  dyeing  cotton,  of  which 
a  quantity  has  been  ftored  up  in 
France.  That  which  we  fhall  de¬ 
rive  from  the  Levant,  and  that 
which,  at  a  more  diftant  period, 
we  fhall  reap  from  our  indigenous 
culture,  not  unfuccefsfully  elfayed, 
will  fuffice  to  fupport,  in  a  great 
meafure,  our  manufactures  ;  but  in 
the  expectation  that  fome  of  them 
may  experience  privations,  we  rauft 
have  recourfe,  as  far  as  poflible,  to 
hemp  and  flax,  in  order  to  provide 
occupation  for  thofe  manufacturers 
who  would  no  longer  be  employed 
with  articles  of  cotton.  It  were 
deflrable  that  we  could  circumfcribe 
our  confumption  within  the  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  materials  the  growth 
of  our  foil,  and  reftrain  the  unhappy 
effeCts  of  habits  and  tafle  contract¬ 
ed  for  manufactures,  that  would 
render  us  dependent  upon  foreign 
countries. 

“  The  materials  for  dyeing  may 
become  fcarce,  but  many  of  them 
•may  be  replaced  by  the  productions 
of  our  foil.  We  will  difpenfe  with 
the  reft  by  a  flight  facriflce  of  fome 
colours,  which  may  pleafe  from 
their  apparent  greater  beauty, 
without  adding  any  thing  to  the 
intrinfic  goodnefs  of  the  article. 
Befldes,  no  fmall  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  genius  of  our  manu¬ 


facturers  ;  it  will  triumph  over 
thofe  difficulties. 

“  The  channels  which,  in  fpite 
of  thefe  ufurpations,  will  remain 
open  to  importation,  may  not  fuf¬ 
fice  for  the  confumption  of  fugar 
and  coffee.  Thefe  objeCts  of  a  fe- 
condary  utility  may  become  fcarce  ; 
but  the  great  inafs  of  the  nation  will 
not  fuffer  from  this  temporary  pri¬ 
vation  ;  habits  of  indulgence,  too 
widely  carried,  will  be  counteract¬ 
ed  and  reft  rained  by  the  rife  in  the 
price. 

((  And  befldes,  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  great  nation  will 
allow  itfelf  to  be  intimidated  by 
the  privation  of  fome  futile  enjoy¬ 
ments  ? — Her  armies  have  endured, 
without  a  murmur,  the  moft  pinch¬ 
ing  wants  ;  that  great  example 
will  not  have  been  held  out  in  vain ; 
and  when  we  have  in  view  to  re¬ 
conquer  the  independence  of  the 
feas — when  we  have  in  view  to 
refcue  and  redeem  commerce  from 
the  ruinous  afts  of  piracy  that  are 
juridically  exercifed  againft  it 
when  we  have  in  view  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  national  honour,  and 
the  breaking  down  of  thofe  furcce 
Caudince  which  England  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  ereCt  upon  our  coafts,  the 
French  people  will  fupport,  with 
the  dignity  and  the  courage  that 
belong  to  their  great  character, 
the  momentary  facrifices  that  are 
impofed  upon  their  tafte,  their  ha¬ 
bits,  and  their  induftry.  The  com¬ 
merce  of  Europe  will  foon,  no 
doubt,  be  refcued  from  oppreftion. 
The  interefts  of  nations,  the  honour 
of  fovereigns,  the  magnanimous  re- 
folutions  of  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  allies  of  France,  the  power  and. 
wilh  of  the  hero  who  rules  over  us, 
the  juft  ice  of  a  caufe  to  which 
Heaven  will  grant  its  protection, 

every 
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every  motive  concurs  to  decide  the 
conteft ;  nor  can  its  ifiue  remain 
uncertain. 

((  Accept,  gentlemen,  the  aflu- 
rance  of  my  fincere  efteem. 

(Signed)  “  Cretet.” 


WESTPHALIAN  CONSTITUTION. 

e(  Caffe l,  Dec .  15,  1807. 

f(  A  decree  of  the  7th  inftant 
publiflies  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom  of  Weftphalia.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  tenor  of  the  principal 
parts  of  it : — • 

“  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God 
and  the  conftitution,  emperor 
of  the  French,  king  of  Italy, 
proteflor  of  the  confederacy 
of  the  Rhine  : 

S(  Wilhing  to  give  a  prompt  exe¬ 
cution  to  the  19th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilfit,  and  eftablifh  for 
the  kingdom  of  Weftphalia  funda¬ 
mental  conftitutions,  which  may 
allure  the  felicity  of  the  nations 
that  conftitute  it,  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifh  the  fovereign,  as  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  confederacy  of  the  Rhine, 
with  the  means  of  concurring  with 
the  general  fafety  and  profperity, 
have  decreed,  and  do  decree  as 
follows  : 

u  Title  I.  Art.  I. — -The  king¬ 
dom  of  Weftphalia  is  compoffid  of 
the  following  ftates,  viz.  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttel, 
the  part  of  the  Aitmark  which  lies 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe,  the 
part  of  the  diftridl  of  Magdeburg 
which  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Elbe,  the  territory  of  Halle,  the 
diftri<51  of  Hildelheim,  and  the  town 
of  Gollar,  the  lands  belonging  to 
Halberftadt,  Hohenftein,  andQued- 
linbourg,  the  earldom  of  Mansfield, 
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Eichfield,  with  Treffurth,  Mul- 
haufen,  Nordhaufen,  the  earldom  of 
Stolberg,  Wernigerode,  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Heffe  Calfel,  with  Rintelu 
and  Schaumbourgh,  not  including 
Hanau,  and  Katzenelbogen  on  the 
Rhine,  the  territory  of  Corvey, 
Gottingen,  and  Grubenhagen,  with 
the  lands  which  lie  furrounded  by 
Hohenftein  and  Elbingerode,  the 
bilhopricof  Ofnabruck,  the  biihop- 
ric  of  Paderborn,  Minden,  and 
Ravenfberg,  the  earldom  of  Riet- 
berg~Kaunitz. 

“  II. — We  refer ve  to  ourfelves 
one  moiety  of  the  allodial  domains 
of  the  princes,  to  be  applied  in  fur- 
nifhing  the  recompences  we  have 
promifed  to  the  officers  of  our  ar¬ 
mies,  who  have  rendered  us  the 
greateft  fervice  in  the  prefent  war. 
Pojfifeftion  (hall  be  taken  of  thefe 
eftates  without  delay  by  our  intend- 
ants,  and  the  proces  verbal  (hall  be 
drawn  up  conjointly  with  the  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates  of  the  countries  before  the 
1  ft  of  December. 

i(  III. — The  extraordinary  mi¬ 
litary  contributions,  which  have 
been  demanded  in  thefe  countries, 
fhall  be  paid,  or  fecurity  for  the 
payment  given,  before  the  lft  of 
December. 

“  IV. — On  the  1  ft  of  December 
the  king  of  Weftphalia  lhall  be  put 
in  pofieffion  of  the  fovereignty  of 
his  territory,  by  coramiflioners 
whom  we  will  nominate. 

*'  Title  II.  Art.  V,— The  king¬ 
dom  of  Weftphalia  forms  a  part  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine;  its 
contingent  (hall  be  25,000  men, 
viz.  20,000  infantry,  3,500  ca¬ 
valry,  and  1,500  artillery. 

“  During  the  firft  year  there 
(hall  be  raifed  only  10,000  infan¬ 
try,  2000  cavalry,  and  50  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  the  1 2,500  others  (hall  be 

furnilhed 
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furmfhed  by  France,  and  fhall 
be  garrifoned  at  Magdeburgh. — 
Thefe  12,500  fhall  be  paid,  main¬ 
tained  and  clothed  by  the  king  of 
Weftphalia. 

“  Title  III.  Art.  VI.— -The 
kingdom  of  Weftphalia  fhall  be 
hereditary  in  the  male  heirs  of  the 
body  of  prince  Jerome  Napoleon, 
In  the  order  of  primogeniture,  and 
to  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  the 
females  and  their  defeendants. 

<c  In  default  of  legitimate  defeen¬ 
dants  of  prince  Jerome  Napoleon, 
the  throne  of  Weftphalia  (hall  de¬ 
volve  upon  us  and  our  heirs  and  de¬ 
feendants,  either  of  our  body  or  by 
adoption. 

t(  And  in  default  of  thefe,  to  the 
lawful  defeendants  of  prince  Jofeph 
Napoleon,  king  of  Naples  and 
Sicily. 

“  And  in  default  of  thefe,  to  the 
lawful  defeendants  of  prince  Louis 
Napoleon,  king  of  Holland. 

<f  And  in  default  of  thefe  latter, 
to  the  lawful  defeendants  of  prince 
Joachim,  grand  duke  of  Berg  and 
Cleves . 

"  VII.— The  king  of  Weftpha¬ 
lia  and  his  family  are  fubjeft,  in 
all  that  refpe&s  them,  to  the  dif- 
po  fit  ions  of  the  law  refpefting  the 
imperial  family. 

“  VIII. — In  cafe  of  minority, 
the  regent  of  the  kingdom  fhall  be 
nominated  by  us,  or  our  fucceflbrs, 
in  our  quality  of  chief  of  the  im¬ 
perial  family. 

(<  He  fhall  be  chofen  from  among 
the  princes  of  the  royal  family. 

t(  The  minority  of  the  king  fhall 
terminate  at  the  age  of  1 8. 

“  IX. — The  king  and  royal  fa¬ 
mily  fhall  have  for  their  fupport  a 
revenue  apart,  entitled,  i  Reve¬ 
nue  of  the  crown,  amounting  to  the 
fum  of  five  millions  of  francs  yearly. 


<f  The  revenue  arifing  from  the 
domain  forefts,  and  a  part  of  the 
domain  lands,  is  appropriated  to 
this  purpofe.  In  cafe  the  domains 
fhould  be  inadequate,  the  furplus 
fhall  be  paid  monthly  out  of  the 
public  treafury.*' 


Imperial  Decree  for  eftablijhing  a 
Bijhop  in  Dalmatia . 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy,  and  protestor  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
wifhing  to  afford  fpiritual  help 
to  our  fubje&s  of  the  Greek  per- 
fuafion,  we  have  decreed,  and  do 
decree  as  follow' s  : 

Art.  I. — There  fhall  be  in  Dal¬ 
matia  a  bifhop  of  the  Greek  ritual. 

II.  — There  fhall  alfo  be  a  chap¬ 
ter  and  a  feminary  for  the  inft ruc¬ 
tion  of  clergymen  of  the  fame 
worfhip. 

III.  — We  grant  to  the  bifhop  an 
endowment  of  15,000  livres  per 
annum,  from  our  royal  treafury. 

IV.  — The  fame  fum  is  granted 
from  the  treafury,  to  the  chapter 
and  feminary,  for  their  annual  flip- 
port. 

V. — In  the  courfe  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  month  of  November,  a 
fynod  fhall  be  convoked,  over 
which  the  providetor-general  fhall 
prefide,  compofed  of  forty  perfons 
of  the  Greek  ritual,  to  be  fele&ed 
by  the  providetor-general,  from 
double  the  number,  who  fhall  be 
communicated  by  the  archiman¬ 
drite,  &c. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  St.  Cloud, 
Sept.  17,  1808. 

(Signed!  Napoleon. 
(Counter-figned)  A.  Aldini, 
Italian  Secretary  of  State. 
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Speech  of  Napoleon  to  the  Legifla,ti've 

Body ,  on  opening  the  SfJiony  on  the 

16th  October, 

Meflrs.  Deputies,  Members  of 
the  Legiflative  Body, 

The  code  of  laws,  laying  down 
the  principles  of  property  and  of 
civil  freedom,  which  forms  the 
fubjeft  of  your  labours,  will  be 
adopted  as  the  fentiment  of  Europe. 
My  people  already  experience  the 
molt  falutary  effefts  from  them. 
The  lateft  laws  have  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  our  fyftem  of  finance. 
That  is  a  monument  of  the  might 
and  greatnefs  of  France.  We  (hall 
henceforward  be  able  to  meet  the 
expenditure  which  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  necefiary,  even  by  a  general 
coalition  of  Europe,  from  our  year¬ 
ly  income  alone.  Never  fhall  we 
be  reduced  to  have  recourse  to  the 
fatal  expedients  of  paper  money, 
of  loans,  or  of  anticipations  of  reve¬ 
nue.  I  have,  in  the  prefent  year, 
laid  out  more  than  a  thoufand  miles 
of  road.  The  fyftem  of  works 
which  I  have  eftablifhed  for  the 
improvement  of  our  territory,  will 
be  carried  forward  with  zeal. — 
The  profpeft  of  the  great  French 
family,  lately  torn  to  pieces  by 
opinions  and  inteftine  rancour,  but 
now  profperous,  tranquil,  and  unit¬ 
ed,  has  aftefted  my  foul  in  a  re¬ 
markable  manner.  I  have  felt  that 
in  order  to  be  happy,  I  (hould  in 
the  fir  ft  place  be  allured  that  France 
was  happy.  The  peace  of  Pref- 
burg,  that  of  Tilfit,  the  aflault  of 
Copenhagen,  the  plans  of  England 
againft  all  nations  on  the  ocean, 
the  different  revolutions  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  affairs  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  have,  in  various  ways, 
exercifed  an  influence  on  the  affairs 


of  the  world. — Ruflia  and  Denmark 
have  united  with  me  againft  Eng¬ 
land.  The  united  ftates  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  have  rather  chofen  to  abandon 
commerce  and  the  fea,  than  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  flavery.  A  part 
of  my  army  has  marched  againft 
that  which  England  has  formed  in 
Spain,  or  has  difembarked.  It  is 
a  diftinguifhed  favour  of  that  Pro¬ 
vidence  which  has  conftantly  pro¬ 
tected  our  arms,  that  paflion  has  fo 
far  blinded  the  Englifh  councils, 
that  they  abandon  the  defence  of 
the  feas,  and  at  laft  produce  their 
army  on  the  continent.  I  depart 
in  a  few  days  to  put  myfelf  in  per- 
fon  at  the  head  of  my  army,  and, 
with  God's  help,  to  crown  the  king 
of  Spain  in  Madrid,  and  to  plant 
my  eagles  on  the  forts  of  Spain. 
I  have  only  to  praife  the  fentiments 
of  the  princes  of  the  confederation 
of  the  Rhine.  Switzerland  expe¬ 
riences  more  and  more  the  benefits 
of  the  aft  of  mediation.  The 
people  of  Italy  give  me  grounds 
for  nothing  but  expreffions  of  fatif- 
faftion. — -The  emperor  of  Ruffia 
and  myfelf  have  had  an  interview 
at  Erfurth.  Our  firft  thought  was 
a  thought  of  peace.  We  have  even 
refolved  to  make  fome  facrifices, 
in  order  to  enable  the  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  men  whom  we  reprefent, 
if  poflible,  the  fooner  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  commerce  of  the 
feas.  We  are  agreed,  and  unchange¬ 
ably  united,  as  well  for  peace  as  for 
war. — Meffieurs  deputies,  I  have 
ordered  my  minifters  ‘of  finance, 
and  of  the  general  treafury,  to  lay 
before  you  an  account  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  and  expenditure  of  the  year. 
You  will  therein  fee  with  fatisfac- 
tion  that  I  have  not  felt  it  necef- 
fary  to  increafe  the  tarif  with  any 
impoft.  My  people  (hall  experience 
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no  new  burthen.  The  fpeakers  of 
my  council  of  ftate  will  fubrait  to 
you  many  plans  of  laws,  and  among 
others,  all  thofe  which  have  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  criminal  code.  I  rely 
conftantly  on  your  co-operation. 


Expofe  ;  or,  State  of  the  French 
Empire . — Parity  Nov.  3. 

In  the  fitting  of  yefterday,  his 
excellency  the  minifter  of  the  inte¬ 
rior,  accompanied  by  Meffrs.  de 
Segur  and  Corvetto,  counfellors  of 
ftate,  pronounced  the  following 
fpeech  on  the  fituation  of  the  French 
empire  : — -Gentlemen,  you  termi¬ 
nated  your  lait  feffion,  leaving  the 
empire  happy,  and  its  chief  loaded 
with  glory.  The  year  has  paffed 
away,  and  a  multitude  of  new  cir- 
eumftances  have  added  to  the  good 
fortune  of  the  country,  and  in¬ 
creased  our  hopes  of  future  benefits. 
All  that  I  have  to  ftate  to  you, 
gentlemen,  is  already  known  to 
you  ;  and,  for  your  full  informa¬ 
tion,  I  have  only  to  retrace  to  your 
memory  the  principal  events  which 
have  filled  up  the  interval  between 
your  laft  and  your  prefent  feflion, 
and  to  recal  to  you  the  additional 
advantages  for  which  France  is  in¬ 
debted  to  the  wifdom  and  valour 
of  her  fovereign.  I  will  fpeak  to 
you  iirft  of  the  wants  of  nations ; 
juftice,  public  inftruiftion,  the  arts 
and  fciences,  the  numerous  branches 
of  internal  adminiftration,  public 
worfhip,  the  finances,  and  our  prin¬ 
cipal  relations  with  the  dates  of  the 
continent.  The  recital  will  bring 
us  of  courfe  to  this  lamentable  war, 
which  we  maintain  againft  one 
fiwgle  people.  The  glory  of  our 
Ration  wounds  that  people,  our 


ftrength  alarms  them  :  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  our  commerce  and  our 
induftry  difquiets  them  ;  every 
thing  is  again  fubje&ed  to  the  for¬ 
tune  of  war;  but  the  days  of  juf¬ 
tice  are  not  far  diftant.— [Here 
follows  a  long  detail  refpe&ing  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  amelioration  of  which  con- 
fifts  in  the  eftablifhment  of  the  trial 
by  jury,  on  the  precife  principles 
of  the  Englifh  law.  The  next  head 
is  that  of  public  worfhip,  which  is 
followed  by  that  of  fciences  and 
literature,  public  inftruftion,  &c. 
— - Thefe  articles  being  of  great 
length,  and  lefs  immediate  import¬ 
ance,  we  referve  them  for  a  future 
opportunity,  and  proceed  to  the 
heads  which  are  moft  interefting  to 
the  Englifh  reader,] — Among  the 
arts  of  induftry  which  have  made 
progrefs  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
we  muft  enumerate  the  manufaftory 
of  tin.  In  two  of  our  manufac¬ 
tories  they  have  attained  a  degree 
of  perfe&ion  no  ways  yielding  to 
that  of  the  Englilh.  A  premium 
of  encouragement  has  been  given 
accordingly  ;  and  another  is  alfo 
deftined  to  ulterior  efforts  in  the 
fame  branch.— The  mechanics,  in 
their  endeavours  of  Amplifying 
their  looms,  and  introducing  eco¬ 
nomy  in  their  labours,  have  often 
alfo  improved  the  quality  of  their 
fluffs.  Thofe  that  are  ufed  in  the 
weaving  of  cotton,  have,  for  feve- 
ral  years,  been  much  multiplied ; 
the  fpirit  of  invention  has  brought 
them  to  perfe&ion.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  now  but  what  we  can  make, 
and  very  well.  The  weaving  of 
the  cotton  has  made  as  marked  a 
progrefs  as  the  fpinning.  Thefe 
two  kinds  of  induftry  are  already 
adequate  to  the  confumption  of  the 
empire,  which  is  for  ever  liberated 
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•f  the  grievous  taxation  it  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  under  to  the  Indian 
manufacturers  and  to  their  oppref. 
fors.  The  machines  heft  calculated 
for  the  manufacture  of  cloths,  are 
already  in  wide  circulation  ;  they 
have  lately  been  much  encouraged 
by  advances  made  to  different  raa. 
nufaCturers  in  the  departments.— 
The  confervatory  of  arts  and  han¬ 
dicraft  is  daily  enriching  by  the 
acquifition  of  new  patterns,  and  is 
entitled  to  commendation  for  the 
information  which  the  pupils  re¬ 
ceive,  who  frequent  its  fchool  of 
drawing  and  deferiptive  geometry. 
Reforms  have  been  made  in  the 
fchool  at  Chalons-fur-Marne. — 
The  confultation  chambers  of  the 
manufactures  are  haftening  to  pre- 
fent  ufeful  views,  which  will  be 
taken  advantage  of.  The  inftitu- 
tion  of  arbitrators,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deciding  with  celerity  variances 
that  may  arife  between  the  work¬ 
men  and  their  employers,  render  to 
induftry  fervices  which  have  been 
fet  forth.  Since  your  laft  feffion, 
gentlemen,  feveral  towns  have  de¬ 
manded  them,  and  there  are  already 
fome  eftablilhed  at  Nifmes,  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  Avignon,  Troyes,  Mul- 
haufen,  Sedan,  and  Thiers. 

Commerce . — The  political  events 
have  been  unfavourable  to  com¬ 
merce.  It  ftill  was  kept  alive  in 
the  midft  of  the  contentions  that 
havedeluged  the  continent  in  blood, 
becaufe  thofe  nations  that  were  not 
involved  in  the  warpreferved  their 
neutrality — that  right  deemed, 
even  in  our  times,  inviolable.  But 
the  Englilh  leglilation,  already 
milled  by  the  ambition  of  univerfal 
monopoly,  has  overthrown  the  an¬ 
cient  barrier  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  trampled  their  independence 
srnder  foot,  fubftituiing  in  the  room 
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of  them  a  new  maritime  code.  The 
ordinances  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
have  realized  thefe  innovations  : 
that  of  the  nth  of  November, 
1807,  particularly  remarkable  ; 
it  pronounces,  by  an  univerfal 
blockade,  the  interdiction  of  all 
our  ports,  in  fubjeCting  the  fhips  of 
neutial  powers,  friendly  and  even 
allied  to  Great  Britain,  to  the  vifi- 
tations  of  its  cruifers,  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  to  Britifh  ports,  and  there 
to  be  taxed  by  an  arbitrary  inqui- 
fition. — The  emperor,  obliged  to 
oppofe  juft  reprifals  to  this  ftrange 
legiftation,  gave  out  the  decree  of 
the  23d  of  November,  ordaining 
the  feizure  and  confiscation  of  the 
fhips  which,  after  having  touched 
in  England,  fhould  enter  the  ports 
of  France.* — From  thefe  meafures, 
provoked  by  the  Britifh  laws,  the 
almoft  abfolute  celfation  of  the  ma¬ 
ritime  relations,  and  many  priva¬ 
tions  for  the  French  merchants, 
manufacturers,  and  confumers,  muft 
have  necelfarily  enfued.  We  all 
know  with  what  relignation  thefe 
privations  were  endured ;  we  know 
that  they  are  already  become  ha¬ 
bitual,  that  they  have  awakened  the 
genius  of  invention,  and  produced 
a  thoufand  refources  in  fubftitution 
of  the  objeCls  which  we  are  in  want 
of ;  we  know,  finally,  that  a  great 
nation,  efientially  agricultural,  can, 
by  poflefiing  in  abundance  all  arti¬ 
cles  of  utility,  eafily  forego  thofe, 
which  only  form  certain  luxuries  or 
conveniences  of  life,  particularly 
when  its  independence  and  glory 
fhould  be  put  at  ftake. — Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  have  favoured  one  of 
the  greateft  fcourges  of  commerce, 
fmuggling.  But  it  has  been  ftrong- 
ly  reprefled.  The  government  is 
preparing  new  means  againft  this 
foe  to  the  public  revenae,  and  na¬ 
tional 
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tional  induftry ;  the  great  emolu¬ 
ments  it  procures  excites  the  moll 
ardent  cupidity.  Thofe,  who 
ought  not  to  be  honoured  with  the 
approbation  of  merchants,  left  vve 
fhould  degrade  commerce,  are  ftill 
devoting  themfelves  to  criminal  pe¬ 
culations  ;  they  think  that  they 
'  are  only  braving  the  fhame  of  an 
ordinary  tranfgreflion  ;  but  the  pub¬ 
lic  indignation  and  vengeance  will 
overtake  them,  and  teach  them  that 
under  circumftances  where  the  na¬ 
tion  employs  for  its  defence,  in  an 
unexampled  war,  the  interdidion  of 
all  commercial  relations  with  the 
enemy,  the  violation  of  thefe  depo¬ 
sitions  is  a  hoftile  declaration,  a 
true  alliance  with  this  fame  enemy  5 
that  confequently  every  fmuggler 
renounces  the  benefit  of  the  muni¬ 
cipal  laws,  to  be  fubjeded  folely  to 
thofe  of  war,  and  that  he  ought  to 
dread  the  terrible  and  rapid  appli¬ 
cation  of  thofe  laws,  which  autho- 
life  the  invafion  of  his  fortune,  and 
perfonal  caftigation. — The  govern¬ 
ment,  penetrated  with  the  Situation 
of  the  French  commerce,  has  ftrove 
to  mitigate  the  evils,  to  provide 
for  its  wants. — Abroad,  a  treaty 
with  the  kingdom  of  Italy  fecures 
to  France  all  the  advantages  which 
are  compatible  with  reciprocal 
juftice.  In  the  interior,  various 
films  have  been  advanced  to  manu- 
fadurera  and  proprietors  of  pro¬ 
duce,  which  public  events  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  or  cramped  in  their 
ftores. — rI  he  Caijfe  cV A rmortijpment 
has  interfered  in  the  outfitting?  of 
adventurers. — A  law  has  limited 
the  bounds  of  the  intereft  on  money  ; 
offices  eftablilhed  at  Lyons  and 
Rouen  are  prelufive  to  a  grand  fyf- 
tem  of  facility  in  the  circulation 
of  the  fpecie  and  merchandize. — 
The  exchange  and  the  .commercial 


tribunal  of  Paris  fee  rifing  form 
their  accommodation  a  ftately  pa¬ 
lace,  on  the  fite  of  the  nunnery  of 
St.  Thomas. — Conformably  to  the 
new  code,  an  organization  of  the 
tribunals  of  commerce  of  the  em¬ 
pire  is  preparing.  The  prefeds, 
the  courts  of  appeal  have  been  con¬ 
futed  on  the  moft  eligible  fites  for 
thefe  tribunals,  as  well  as  on  the 
fubjed  of  their  number,  the  judges 
and  their  furrogates.  A  general 
projed  has  been  fubmitted  to  the 
difeuffion  of  the  council  of  ftate, 
and  to  the  fandion  of  his  majefty. 

Agriculture. — The  prefeds,  the 
courts  of  appeal,  and  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  general  councils  of  de¬ 
partment,  formed  in  commiffion, 
are  alfo  called  upon  to  give  their 
advice  on  a  projed  of  the  greateft 
utility,  that  of  a  rural  code,  fo 
important  to  the  profpei  ity  of  agri¬ 
culture,  and  fo  clofely  interwoven 
with  national  profperity. — In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  principal  im¬ 
provements  of  which  agriculture  is 
capable,  is  daily  effeded  by  the 
re-organization  of  our  repofitories 
for  the  breed  of  horfes.  Eight  new 
repofitories  of  ftallions  have  been 
formed  this  year.  Premiums  held 
out  to  the  owners  of  the  beft  horfes 
brought  to  the  fairs,  rewards  de¬ 
creed  at  the  departmental  races,  are 
fo  many  additional  means  of  favour¬ 
ing  the  produdion  of  the  moft  eli¬ 
gible  fpecies  of  this  animal.  Two 
new  fheep-farms  have  been  intro¬ 
duced.  Six  hundred  Merinos,  of 
the  beft  breed,  have  been  ordered 
from  Spain,  and  they  are  already 
arrived  in  France,  notwithftanding 
the  variety  of  obftacles  that  have 
occurred  on  their  paflage.  They 
will  be  divided  in  two  new  efta- 
blfthments,  as  yet  in  embryo.  The 
multiplication  of  the  flocks  increales 
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rapidly,  and  we  may  conftder  the 
happy  revelation  introduced  in  this 
branch  as  completed.' — May  it  one 
day  be  fo  alfo  with  the  culture  of 
cotton.  In  fpite  of  the  contrarie¬ 
ties  of  a  hardy  fpring,  and  a  tole¬ 
rably  cold  autumn,  the  attempts 
made  ftill  give  room  to  hope  for 
ultimate  fuccefs.  We  are  juftified 
to  augur  well  alfo  of  the  attempts 
made  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  fyrups 
of  the  grape.  The  rich  culture  of 
tobacco  is  daily  extending  ;  that 
which  is  gathered  in  the  vicinity 
of  St.  Malo,  equals  in  quality  that 
of  America.  France  will  one  day, 
to  judge  by  appearances,  not  only 
fupply  its  own  wants  with  that  pro¬ 
duction,  but  alfo  expert  it  to  her 
neighbours. 

The  Public  Treafure  and  Finances . 
— Regularity,  and  a  judicious  ad- 
miniftration,  prevail  in  every  de¬ 
partment  of  the  public  treafury. — 
The  national  accounts  are  reduced 
to  a  fyftem  the  moll  fcientilic  and 
luminous  ;  it  differs  from  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  moft  intelligent 
merchants,  only  in  the  extent  and 
neceflary  complication  of  the  tranf- 
adtions  of  government . — The  finan¬ 
ces  have  been  gradually  brought 
by  the  emperor,  from  a  ftate  of  di¬ 
lapidation  and  confufion,  to  a  ftate 
of  order  and  profperity  unknown  in 
the  governments  the  bell:  adminif- 
tered.  It  is  a  trophy  raifed  by 
vigorous  exertion,  by  combinations 
the  moft  judicious,  and  by  a  perfe- 
verance  which  has  unravelled  the 
moft  intricate  details,  and  fur- 
mounted  incredible  difficulties. 
The  nation  enjoys  the  benefits 
which  refult  from  this  new  fort  of 
conqueft.  Since  France  has  gene- 
roufly  confented  to  the  adoption  of 
indirect  taxation,  the  finances  have 
really  been  ccnfolidated,  and  the 


utmoft  facility  of  carrying  on  the 
functions  of  every  department  of 
the  public  fervice. — The  finances 
in  modern  times  may  be  confidered 
as  the  fecurity  of  ftates,  and  the 
meafure  of  their  liability.  If  they 
furnifh  government  only  with  in¬ 
adequate,  precarious,  or  opprefiive 
refources,  its  energies  become  pa¬ 
ralyzed,  individuals  infolvent,  and 
if  war,  or  any  other  calamity, 
ftiould  vifit  a  nation  under  thefe 
circumftances,  it  mull  fubferibe  to 
its  own  difhonour,  or  be  involved 
in  irretrievable  ruin. — The  finances 
of  a  ftate  are  not  effentially  and  ef¬ 
ficiently  good,  until  they  become 
independent  of  circumftances — un¬ 
til  they  can  be  maintained  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  ruinous  expedient 
of  reporting  to  loans  and  exceffive 
contributions — until,  in  fine,  they 
are  fo  connected  and  identified  with 
national  profperity,  that  they  con- 
ftitute  a  direCl  emanation  from  it  ; 
then  only  can  they  be  deemed  fo- 
lid,  efficient,  permanent,  and  ef¬ 
fentially  national,  and,  particularly, 
if  they  have  received  an  organiza¬ 
tion  fufficiently  fimple  :  fo  that  in 
an  extraordinary  emergency,  all 
the  property,  and  all  the  individu¬ 
als  may  be  called  upon,  promptly, 
to  furnifh  their  refpeClive  quotas  in 
advance.— The  endeavours  of  his 
inajefty  have  been  inceffantly  di- 
reCled  to  the  attainment  of  this  de¬ 
ft  ruble  objeCt,  and  they  have  been 
crowned  by  the  moft  complete  fuc¬ 
cefs,  and  the  finances  are  calculated 
in  future  to  meet  with  equal  effect 
the  exigences  of  war  and  of  peace. 
In  a  period  of  peace,  600  millions 
will  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  pub¬ 
lic  expenfes,  and  will  leave  a  large 
furplus  for  national  improvements. 
The  receipts,  which  amount  at  the 
prefent  moment  to  800  millions. 
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will,  according  to  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  be  reduced  one-fourth.-— In 
time  of  war,  it  is  not  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  his  imperial  majefty 
to  refort  to  the  iilufory  expedients 
of  impofing  taxes  oi  a  novel  de- 
fcription,  or  to  hold  out  tempta¬ 
tion  to  raife  new  fupplies.  The 
contributions  on  the  recurrence  of 
war  will  be  brought  back  to  the 
war  ftandard — /.  e,  800  millions, 
and  even  then  railed  only  by  100 
or  150  millions  at  a  time,  in  cafe 
of  need  ;  and  this  will  be  done  by 
a  fimple  fcale,  or  table  of  propor¬ 
tions,  which  will  enable  every  citi¬ 
zen  to  judge  of  the  (hare  he  has  in 
the  good  or  bad  fortune  of  the 
ftate. — Obferve,  gentlemen,  thar 
this  fimplicity  has  no  affinity  or 
connection  with  that  fo  conlidera- 
bly  extolled  as  the  refult  of  a  fmgle 
direCt  contribution  ;  it  is,  on  the 
contrary,  founded  on  a  conviction 
that  taxes  ought  to  be  laid  on  va¬ 
rious  objeCts,  that  our  laws  of 
finance  include  all  the  taxes  which 
it  was  expedient  to  eftablifh,  and 
that  all  that  is  juft  and  reafonable 
has  been  effected. — it  remains  only 
to  limit  to  the  furvey  or  regifter, 
without  which  the  uniform  progrefs 
of  the  fcale  of  increafe  or  diminu¬ 
tion  would  be  deficient,  in  propor¬ 
tion,  and  would  continue  to  affect 
the  proprietors  of  the  funds  actu¬ 
ally  furcharged  ;  the  making  up  of 
this  regifter,  which  ought  to  efface 
fo  much  inequality,  to  repair  fo 
much  involuntary  and  inevitable 
injuftice,  is  purfued  with  fo  much 
conftancy,  that  thofe  who  difbeliev- 
ed  the  practicability  of  this  immenfe 
work,  no  longer  doubt  of  its  fpeedy 
execution.  1  mult  not  here  omit, 
gentlemen,  the  creation  of  the  court 
of  accounts,  to  the  eftablifnment 
of  which  you  co-operated  in  your 


laft  feffion.  We  wanted  a  new  in- 
ftitution,  powerful  in  its  unity, 
prefent  to  all  the  depofitaries  of 
the  public  property  by  the  rapidity 
of  its  aCfion,  embracing  all  the 
refponfibili ty  of  inferior  accounf- 
ants  connected  with  the  public  in¬ 
come  and  expenditure.  This  court 
ought,  by  the  diftribution  of  its 
duties,  and  the  number  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  to  be  adequate  to  all  the  oc- 
cafions,  and  refponfible  for  all  the 
labours,  that  may  be  intruded  to 
it.  The  principles  on  which  this 
eftablifhment  refts,  the  choice  of 
its  members,  the  confideration  in 
which  they  are  held,  every  thing 
guarantees  the  fuccefs  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  promifed  itfelf,  that  of  a 
falutary  controul  over  the  feveral 
accountants. 

Adminiftration  of  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment . — The  fame  principles  of  or¬ 
der,  and  the  fame  views  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  fervice,  have 
influenced  the  general  direction  of 
the  commiflariat,  whofe  firft  effays 
juftify  the  expectation  that  had 
been  formed.  This  adminiftration 
renders  the  fupplies  of  the  army 
independent  of  contractors,  who 
have  fo  frequently  done  injury,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  fecures  the 
advantage  of  our  economy,  very 
fenfibie  to  the  public  funds. 

Marine, — Though  during  the 
prefent  campaign  the  government 
has  limited  its  maritime  operations, 
ftiil  a  fquadron  armed  at  Toulon, 
as  if  by  enchantment,  and  con¬ 
ducted  with  fkill,  has  been  able  to 
defeat,  by  able  manoeuvres,  the 
combinations  of  the  enemy,  by  con¬ 
veying  to  Corfu  two  years  fupplies 
of  men,  artillery,  provifions,  and 
ammunition.  After  having  thus 
rendered  ufelefs  the  expedition  with 
which  that  barrier  of  the  Adriatic 
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was  threatened,  the  fleet  of  admiral 
Gantheaume  returned  fafe  through 
all  the  difficulties  of  a  boifterous 
navigation,  and  all  the  dangers  of 
continued  tempefls.  The  colonies 
have  in  like  manner  been  fuccefs- 
fully  fupplied  with  provifions,  by 
fquadrons  of  frigates  and  corvettes, 
which,  while  they  fulfilled  that 
important  object,  had*  like  the 
fquadron  that  went  to  Corfu,  the 
,  advantage  of  making  prizes  of  a 
great  number  ot  the  enemy’s  fhips, 
richly  laden.  In  India,  prizes  to 
the  value  of  15  millions  have  been 
the  refult  of  the  cruifes  of  our 
frigates,  one  of  which  only  fur- 
Aendered,  and  that  after  a  glorious 
conteft,  againfl  a  fuperior  force.— 

'  Our  cruilers,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  above  all  in  the  feas 
of  India,  and  Guadaloupe,  have 
proved  themfelves  formidable  to 
the  enemy.  But  it  is  not  fo  much 
with  a  view  to  what  it  has  done, 
but  to  what  it  may  do  with  time, 
that  our  marine  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered.  Ten  fhips  of  the  line, 
conftrufred  in  the  docks  of  Ant¬ 
werp,  and  fitted  for  fea  many 
months  fince,  are  awaiting  their 
deflination.  The  flotilla  of  Bou¬ 
logne,  kept  up  and  equipped,  is 
(till  in  readinefs  to  undertake  the 
operations  for  which  it  was  origin¬ 
ally  created.  Twelve  (hips  of  the 
line,  and  as  many  frigates,  have 
been  launched  within  the  year, 
and  twenty-five  more,  and  as  many 
frigates  on  the  flocks,  atteft  the 
a&ivity  of  our  dock-yards.  Our 
ports  are  preferved  in  perfedl  order, 
and  the  creation  of  that  of  Cher¬ 
bourg  is  fo  far  advanced,  that  its 
bafin  may  be  expe&ed  to  be  in  a 
Hate  to  contain  fquadrons  before 
the  lapfe  of  two  campaigns. — 
Spezzia  is  about  to  become  a  fe- 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  £ 
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cond  Toulon.  The  union  of  al- 
moft  all  the  coaft  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  to  France,  fee ures  to  our 
arfenals  and  our  fhips  abundant 
fupplies  of  provifions,  fiores,  and 
men.  Venice,  Ancona,  Naples, 
and  all  the  means  of  Holland  and 
Italy,  are  in  motion. 

The  prefent  War.  At  the 
epoch  of  your  laft  fitting  gentle¬ 
men,  every  thing  combined  to  deli¬ 
ver  Europe  from  its  long  agitations  ; 
but  England,  the  enemy  of  the 
world,  ftill  repeated  the  cry  of 
perpetual  war,  and  war  continues. 
What  then  is  the  object — what  will 
be  the  iflfue  ?  The  objed  of  this 
war  is  the  flavery  of  the  world,  by 
the  exclufive  pofleffion  of  the  fetis. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that,  by  fubferi- 
bing  treaties  of  bondage,'  difguifed 
under  the  holy  name  of  peace,  na¬ 
tions  may  obtain  repofe  ;  but  this 
fhameful  repofe  would  be  death. 
In  this  alternative,  the  choice  be¬ 
tween  fubmiffion  and  refiflanee 
could  not  be  long  doubtful. — The 
war  which  England  has  provoked, 
which  fhe  continues  with  fo  much 
pride  and  obftinacy,  is  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  ambitious  fyftem  which 
fhe  has  cherifhed  during  two  cen¬ 
turies.  Mixing  in  the  politics  of 
the  continent,  fhe  has  fucceeded  in 
holding  Europe  in  a  perpetual  agi¬ 
tation,  and  in  exciting  againfl: 
France  all  the  envious  and  jealous 
paffions.  It  washer  wifh  to  hum¬ 
ble  or  deflroy  France,  by  keeping 
the  people  of  the  continent  con- 
ftantly  under  arms  ;  by  thus  de¬ 
taching  the  maritime  powers,  fhe 
had  the  art  to  profit  from  the  divi- 
lions  fhe  fomented  among-  neigh- 

#  o  o 

bours,  in  order  to  forward  her  dif- 
tant  conquefls.  In  this  manner  file 
extended  her  colonies,  and  aug¬ 
mented  her  naval  power;  and,  by 
;r.ies,  *  Z  the 
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the  aid  of  that  power,  (he  hopes 
henceforth  to  enjoy  her  ufurpation, 
and  to  arrogate  to  herfelf  the  ex- 
clufive  poffeffion  of  the  feas.— But 
until  thefe  latter  times,  (he  paid  at 
lead  fome  refped  to  the  laws  of 
nations ;  fne  feemed  to  refped  the 
rights  of  her  allies,  and  even,  by 
fome  returns  towards  peace,  al¬ 
lowed  her  enemies  to  breathe. — 
This  conduct  is,  however,  no  longer 
fuitable  to  the  developement  of  a 
fyftem  which  fhe  can  no  longer  dif- 
femble.  All  who  do  not  promote 
her  interefts  are  hef  enemies.  The 
abandonment  of  her  alliance  is  a 
caufe  of  war;  neutrality  is  a  re¬ 
volt  ;  and  all  the  nations  that  red  ft 
her  yoke  are  made  fubjed  to  her 
cruel  ravages.  It  is  impoflible  to 
forefee  what  might  have  been  the 
coafequence  of  fo  much  audacity, 
had  not  fortune,  on  our  part,  raifed 
tip  a  man  of  a  fuperior  order,  def- 
tined  to  repel  the  evils  with  which 
England  threatens  the  world.  He 
had  alfo  to  combat  the  allies  of  that 
power  on  the  continent,  and  to 
conquer  the  riling  enemies  (he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  creating.  Always  at¬ 
tacked,  always  threatened,  he  found 
it  neceffary  to  regulate  his  policy 
by  that  date  of  things,  and  felt 
that  to  lay  the  conceit  it  was  necef¬ 
fary  to  augment  our  forces,  and 
weaken  thole  of  our  enemies.  The 
Empcror,always  pacific,  but  always 
armed  by  nectftity,  was  not  ambi¬ 
tious  of  aggrandizing  the  empire. 
Prudence  always  directed  his  views. 
It  became  neceffary  for  him  to  re¬ 
lieve  our  ancient  frontiers  from  the 
too  near  danger  of  fudden  attacks, 
and  to  found  their  fecurity  on  li¬ 
mits  fortified  by  nature  ;  finally,  it 
became  neceffary  fo  to  feparate 
France,  by  alliances,  from  her  ri- 
.Talft,  hiiat  even  the  fight  ©f  an  ene¬ 


my’s  ftandafd  never  could  alarm 
the  territory  of  the  empire. — -En¬ 
gland,  defeated  in  the  difputcs  fhe 
fooften  renewed, profited,  however, 
of  them  to  increafe  her  wealth,  by 
the  univerfal  monopoly  of  com¬ 
merce.  She  had  impoverifhed  her 
allies  by  wars,  in  which  they  fought 
only  for  her  interefts.  Abandoned 
at  the  moment  in  which  their  arms 
ceafed  to  ferve  thofe  interefts, 
their  fate  became  the  more  indiffer¬ 
ent  to  her  as  fhe  preferved  fome 
commercial  relations  with  them,- 
even  while  fine  continued  at  war 
with  France —Even  France  her¬ 
felf  left  to  the  Engiifh  the  hope  of 
a  fhameful  fubjugation  to  the  want 
of  certain  objeds,  the  privation  of 
which  they  believe  our  generous 
population  could  not  fupport.  They 
thought  that  if  they  could  not  enter 
the  territory  of  the  empire  by  their 
arms,  they  might  penetrate  its  heart 
by  a  commerce  now  become  its 
moft  dangerous  enemy,  and  the 
admiffion  of  which  would  have  ex¬ 
hausted  its  moft  valuable  refources. 
The  genius  and  the  prudence  of 
the  Emperor  have  not  overlooked 
this  danger.  Involved  in  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  continental  war,  he 
ceafed  not,  however,  to  repel  from 
his  ftates  the  monopoly  of  Engiifh 
commerce.  He  has  fmee  completed 
the  meafures  of  an  effectual  refin¬ 
ance.  No  one  can  now  be  de¬ 
ceived  on  this  fubjed,  fince  the 
Engiifh  have  declared  this  new 
kind  of  war,  all  the  ports  of  the 
continent  are  blockaded,  the  ocean 
is  interdided  to  every  neutral  (hip 
which  will  not  pay  to  the  Britifh 
treafury  a  tribute  which  is  meant 
to  be  impofed  on  the  whole  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  globe. — To  this  law  of 
flavery  other  nations  have  replied 
by  means  of  a  reprifal,  and  by 
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Wiflies  for  the  annihilation  of  fuch 
a  tyranny. — The  Englifh  nation  has 
feparated  itfelf  from  every  other 
nation.  England  is  fixed  in  this  fi. 
tuation.  All  her  focial  relations 
with  the  continent  are  fufpended; 
She  is  fmitten  by  the  excommuni¬ 
cation  which  fhe  has  herfelf  pro¬ 
voked.— The  war  will  henceforth 
confift  in  repelling  from  all  points 
the  Englifh  commerce,  and  in  em¬ 
ploying  all  the  means  calculated  to 
promote  that  end.  France  has 
energetically  concurred  in  the  ex- 
clufion  of  the  monopoly  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  fhe  has  refigned  herfelf  to 
privations  which  long  habits  muft 
have  rendered  more  painful.  Some 
branches  of  her  agriculture  and  her 
induftry  have  fuffered,  and  ft  ill 
fufFer,  but  the  profperity  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation  is  not  af- 
feded :  fhe  is  familiarized  with  that 
tranfitory  fate,  the  hardship  of 
which  file  beholds  without  fear. 
The  allies  of  France,  and  the 
United  States,  facrifice  like  her, 
and  with  a  refolution  equally  gene¬ 
rous,  their  private  conveniences. 
England  was  on  the  eve  of  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  her  exclufion  from  the 
continent  was  about  to  be  confum- 
mated  :  but  file  availed  herfelf  of 
the  lad  circumftance  to  fpread  the 
genius  of  evil  over  Spain,  and  to 
excite  in  that  unhappy  country  all 
the  rage  of  furious  pafllons.  She 
has  fought  for  alliances  even  in 
fupport  of  the  inquifition,  and 
even  in  the  mod  barbarous  preju¬ 
dices.  Unhappy  people,  to  whom 
do  you  confide  your  deftiny  ?  To 
the  contemners  of  all  moral  obliga¬ 
tions — to  the  enemies  of  your  reli¬ 
gion — tothofe  who,  violating  their 
promifes,  have  elevated  on  your 
territory  a  monument  of  their  im¬ 
pudence,  aa  affront,  the  impunity 
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of  which,  for  above  a  century, 
would  bear  teftimony  againft  your 
courage,  if  the  weaknefs  of  your 
government  had  not  been  alone  to 
blame.  You  ally  yourfelf  with 
the  Englifh,  who  have  fo  often 
wounded  your  pride  and  your  in¬ 
dependence,  who  have  fo  long  ra¬ 
vished  from  you,  by  open  violence, 
and  even  in  time  of  peace,  the 
commerce  of  your  colonies  ;  who, 
in  order  to  intimate  to  you  their 
prohibition  of  your  neutrality, 
eaufed  their  decrees  to  be  preceded 
by  the  plunder  of  your  treafures, 
and  the  maffacre  of  your  naviga¬ 
tors  ;  who,  in  fine,  have  covered 
Europe  with  proofs  of  their  con¬ 
tempt  for  their  allies,  and  for  the 
deceitful  promifes  they  had  made 
to  them.  You  will  without  doubt 
recover  from  your  error.  You 
will  then  groan  for  the  new  perfi¬ 
dies  that  are  referved  for  you.  But 
how  much  blood  will  flow  before 
this  tardy  return  to  your  fenfes  i 
The  Englifh,  hitherto  abfent  from 
all  great  conflicts,  try  a  new  for¬ 
tune  on  the  continent.  They  un» 
garrifon  their  ifiand,  and  leave  it 
almoft  without  defence,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  an  enterprifing  and  va¬ 
liant  king,  who  commands  a  French 
army,  and  who  has  already  fnatched 
from  them  the  ftrong  pofition  of 
the  ifiand  of  Caprea.  What  then 
will  be  the  fruit  of  their  efforts  ? 
Can  they  hope  to  be  able  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  French  from  Spain  and 
Portugal  ?  Can  the  fuccefs  be 
doubtful  ?  The  Emperor  himfelf 
will  command  his  invincible  le¬ 
gions.  What  a  prefage  does  the 
heroic  army  of  Portugal  offer  to  us, 
which,  ftrugglingagainft  double  its 
force,  has  been  able  to  raife  trophies 
of  viftory  on  the  very  land  where 
it  fought  to  fuch  difad  vantage,  and 
*Z  2  ZQ 
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to  didale  the  conditions  of  a  glori¬ 
ous  retreat.  In  preparing  for  a 
new  Hr  aggie  againft  our  only  ene¬ 
my,  the  Emperor  has  done  all  that 
was  necelTary  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace  on  the  continent.  He 
moil  reckon  upon  it  without  doubt, 
inafmuch  as  Atiftria,  the  only 
power  which  could  difturb  it,  has 
given  the  ftrongeft  a  durances  of 
her  difpolition,  in  recalling  her 
ambaffador  from  London,  and.  de¬ 
fining  from  all  political  communi¬ 
cation  with  England. — Still  Auitria 
had  recently  made  armaments,  but 
they  took  place  certainly  without 
any  hoftile  intention.  Prudence, 
neverthelefs,  didated  energetic 
meafuresof  precaution.  The  armies 
©f  Germany  and  Italy  aieftrength- 
ened  by  levies  of  the  new  con- 
fcription.  The  troops  of  the  con¬ 
federation  of  the  Rhine  are  com¬ 
plete,  well  organized,  and  difci- 
plined.-— -One  hundred  thoufand  of 
the  grand  army  leave  the  Pruffian 
iiates  to  occupy  the  camp  at  Bou¬ 
logne,  while  Denmark,  henceforth 
fafe  from  any  Engliih  invadon,  is 
evacuated  by  our  troops,  which  are 
c  o  n  ce  n  t  r  a  t  e  d  a  n  d  ce  n,t  r  a  1  i  z  i  ng  t  hera  - 
felves.  Before  the  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  the  battalions  withdrawn  to 
Spain  will  be  replaced  on  the  banks 
of  the  Elbe  and  the  Rhine. — Thofe 
which  quelled  Italy,  laft  year,  re¬ 
turn  to  their  former  deftination.— 
Such,  meffieun,  is  the  external  fi» 
t nation  of  France.— In  the  exteri¬ 
or,  the  greateft  order  in  all  parts 
©f  the  adminiftration,  important 
ameliorations,  a  great  number  of 
new  inftitutions,  have  excited  the 
gratitude  of  the  people.— The 
creation  of  titles  of  nobility  has 
environed  the  throne  with  a  new 


fplendour.  This  fyftem  creates  in 
all  hearts  a  laudable  emulation. 
It  perpetuates  the  recollection  of 
the  molt  iiluftrious  fervices  paid  by 
the  molt  honourable  reward. — The 
clergy  have  diftinguilhed  them- 
felves  by  their  patriot ifm,  and  by 
their  attachment  to  their  fovereign 
and  their  duties.  Refped  to  the 
minifters  of  the  altar,  who  honour 
religion  by  a  devotion  fo  pure,  and 
virtues  fo  diftnterefted  ! — The  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates  of  all  claffes  every  where 
aid,  with  their  utmoft  efforts,  the 
views  ©f  the  fovereign  and  the 
people,  by  their  zeal  facilitate  the 
operation  of  their  authority,  and 
by  the  manifeftation  of  the  molt 
affeding  fentiments,  exalt  the  cour¬ 
age  and  ardour  of  the  troops. — 
Soldiers,  magiftrates,  citizens,  ail 
have  but  one  objed,  the  fervice  of 
the  ftate  ;  but  one  fentiment,  that 
of  admiration  for  the  fovereign  ; 
but  one  defire,  that  of  feeing  hea¬ 
ven  watch  over  his  days,  too  juft 
a  recompenfe  for  a  monarch  who 
has  no  other  thought,  no  other 
ambition,  than  thofe  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  the  glory  of  the  French 
nation. 


Second  Decree1*  of  the  King  of  Spain . 

Madrid,  Nov.  5. 

This  day  the  king  addreffed  the 
following  decree  to  the  governor  ad 
interim  of  the  council  of  Caftile 
((  The  voice  of  nature  unnerve? 
the  arm  of  vengeance ;  and  when 
the  offender's  want  of  confideration 
pleads  for  pity,  a  father  cannot  re- 
iufe  liftening  to  his  voice.  My  fon 
has  already  declared  the  authors 
of  that  horrible  plan  which  has 
been  fuggefted  by  the  evil-minded. 
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He  has  laid  open  every  thing  in  a 
legal  form,  and  all  is  exactly  con¬ 
fident  with  thofe  proofs  that  are 
required  by  the  law  in  fuch  cafes. 
His  confuficn  and  repentance  have 
diftated  the  remonftrances  which 
he  has  addreffed  to  me,  and  of 
which  the  following  is  the  chief:— 
“  Sire  and  Father, 

“  I  am  guilty  of  failing  in  my 
duty  to  your  majefty  ;  I  have 
failed  in  obedience  to  my  father 
and  my  king.  I  ought  to  do  no¬ 
thing  without  your  Majefty’s  con* 
fent  ;  but’  I  have  been  furprifed. 
I  have  denounced  the  guilty,  and 
beg  your  Majefty  to  fuffer  your 
repentant  fon  to  kifs  your  feet. 

“  Ferdinand, 

“  St,  Laurent ,  Nov,  $,** 

“  Madam  and  Mother, 

“  I  fincerely  repent  of  the  great 
fault  which  I  have  committed 
againft  the  king  and  queen,  my 
father  and  mother  ! — With  the 
greateft  fubmiffion  I  beg  your  par¬ 
don,  as  well  as  for  my  obftinacy  in 
denying  the  truth  the  other  night. 
For  this  caufe  I  heartily  intreat 
your  Majefty  to  deign  to  inter- 
pofe  your  mediation  between  my 
father  and  me,  that  he  may  con- 
defeend  to  fuffer  his  repentant  Ton 
to  kifs  his  feet.  “Ferdinand. 
“  St.  Laurent ,  Nov, 

“  In  confeqnence  of  thefe  letters, 
and  the  entreaty  of  the  queen,  my 
well-beloved  fpoufe,  I  forgive  my 
fon  ;  and  he  (hall  recover  my  fa¬ 
vour,  as  foon  as  his  conduft  fhall 
give  proofs  of  a  real  amendment  in 
his  proceedings.  I  ordain  alfo, 
that  the  fame  judges  who  have 
heard  this  caufe  from  the  com¬ 
mencement,  (hall  continue  the  pro- 
ccfs ;  and  I  allow  them  to  conjoin 
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others,  as  eolleag  es,  if  they  fhall 
find  occafion.  1  enjoin  them,  as 
foon  as  it  fhall  be  finifhed,  to  fub- 
mit  to  me  their  judgment,  which 
fhall  be  conformable  to  law,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  magnitude  of  offen¬ 
ces,  and  the  quality  of  offenders.— 
They  ought  to  take  for  a  bafts,  in 
reducing  the  heads  of  the  accufa- 
tion,  the  anfwers  given  by  the 
prince  to  the  interrogatories  which 
he  has  undergone  :  they  are  copied, 
and  ftgned  by  his  own  hand,  as 
well  as  the  papers  alfo  in  his  wri¬ 
ting,  which  were  feized  in  his 
bureaus.  The  decifton  fhall  be 
communicated  to  my  councils,  and 
to  my  tribunals,  and  be  circulated 
among  my  fubje6T,  in  order  that 
they  may  acknowledge  my  com¬ 
panion  and  m$r  juftice,  and  may 
alleviate  the  affliction  into  which 
they  were  thrown  by  my  firft  de¬ 
cree  ;  for  in  that  they  faw  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  their  fovereign  and  their 
father,  who  loves  them  as  his  own 
children,  and  by  whom  he  is  be¬ 
loved. 

D.  Bartholome  Munoz/9 

“  By  the  royal  decree  of  the 
30th  of  Oftober,  inferted  in  the 
circular  letters,  which  is  addreffed 
to  you  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month, 
his  Majefty  has  deigned  to  make 
known  to  his  council,  that  his 
auguft  perfon,  thanks  to  the  afflft- 
ance  of  God,  has  been  delivered 
from  the  pataftrophe  which  threat¬ 
ened  it. 

“  On  this  fubjeft  the  council  has 
propofed  to  his  Majefty  to  allow 
it,  as  well  as  all  the  people  and 
communities  of  the  kingdom,  to 
return  thanks  for  this  favour  to  the 
Omnipotent,  by  a  folemn  feftival. 
His  Majefty,  having  deigned  to 
confent  to  the  wifli  of -his  council, 
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has  refolved  to  give  it  immediate 
execution,  and  has  determined  to 
give  the  necefifary  orders  for  fuch 
a  feftival  in  the  capital  and  its 
dependencies. 

“  This  order  of  council,  with  a 
view  to  its  due  execution,  is  hereby 
communicated  to  you  MM.  the 
archbilhops,  bifhops,  prelates,  fe- 
culars,  and  regulars,  of  the  holy 
churches,  defiring  you  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  to  me  the  receipt  of  the  pre- 
fent  decree.  “D.  B.  Munoz. 

((  Madrid ,  AW.  8,  1807.” 


Abdication  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
ROYAL  DECREE. 

My  habitual  infirmities  not  per¬ 
mitting  me  to  fupport  any  longer 
the  important  burden  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  my  kingdom,  and  it 
being  reauifite  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  my  health,  that  I  fhould 
enjoy  in  a  more  temperate  climate 
a  private  life,  1  have  determined, 
after  mature  deliberation,  to  abdi¬ 
cate  my  crown,  in  favour  of  my 
heir,  my  dearly  beloved  fon  the 
Prince  of  Afturias. 

My  royal  will  therefore  is,  that 
he  fhould  be  duly  tecognifed  and 
obeyed,  as  king  and  natural  lord  of 
all  my  kingdoms  and  fovereignties, 
and  in  order  that  this  royal  decree 
of  my  free  and  fpontaneous  abdi¬ 
cation  may  be  exactly  and  duly 
fulfilled,  you  will  communicate  it 
to  the  council,  and  to  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern. 

I,  The  King. 
Done  at  Aranjuez ,  March  19,  I  808. 
D  on  Pedro  Cevallos. 

Report  to  his  Imperial  Highnefs  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Bergy  Lieutenant 
of  the  Emperor ,  Commander  of  his 
forces  in  Spain . 


Monfeigneur, 

Agreeably  to  the  command  of 
your  Imperial  Highnefs,  I  repaired 
with  the  letters  of  your  Highnefs  to. 
the  Queen  of  Etruria,  at  Aranjuez. 
It  was  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  the  queen  was  ftill  in  bed  s 
file  rofe  immediately'-,  and  bade  me 
enter.  I  delivered  your  letter  to 
her  :  fhe  begged  me  to  wait  a 
little,  and  faid  fhe  would  go  read 
it  with  the  king  and  queen.  Half 
an  hour  afterwards,  1  faw  the  Queen 
of  Etruria  enter  with  the  king  and 
queen  of  Spain. 

i(  His  Majefty  faid,  that  he 
thanked  your  Imperial  Highnefs 
for  the  (hare  you  had  taken  in  his 
affliction,  which  was  the  greater 
as  his  own  fon  was  the  author  of 
it.  The  king  faid,  that  the  revo¬ 
lution  had  been  effetted  by'  forgery 
and  corruption,  and  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  actors  were  his  fon  and  M. 
Caballeros,  minifter  of  juftice  ;  that 
he  had  been  compelled  to  abdi¬ 
cate  the  throne,  in  order  to  fave 
the  lives  of  himfelf  and  his  queen  ; 
that  he  knows  that  but  for  this, 
they  would  have  been  murdered 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night ;  that 
the  conduft  of  the  Prince  of  Af- 
turias  was  more  flocking,  feeing 
that  himfelf  (the  king)  having  per¬ 
ceived  his  defire  to  reign,  and  being 
himfelf  near  60  years  of  age,  had 
agreed  to  furrender  the  crown  to 
him,  on  his  marriage  taking  place 
with  a  French  princefs,  which  the 
king  ardently  defired. 

“  The  king  added  to  this,  that 
the  Prince  of  the  Afturias  was  de- 
firous  that  he  and  the  queen  fiiould 
repair  to  Badajoz,  on  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal  ;  that  he  had  found 
means  to  inform  him  that  the  cli-? 
mate  of  that  country  did  not  fuit 
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him  ;  that  he  begged  him  to  per¬ 
mit  his  choofing  another  place  ; 
that  he  fought  to  obtain  permiffion 
of  the  Emperor  to  purehafe  an 
eftate  in  France,  where  he  might 
end  his  days.  The  queen  told  me 
file  had  begged  of  her  fon  to  poft- 
pone  their  journey  to  Bajadoz  ; 
that  fhe  had  not  procured  this, 
and  that  the  journey  was  to  take 
place  on  the  enfuing  Monday. 

t(  At  the  moment  I  was  depart, 
ing  from  their  Majefties,  the  king 
find  to  me,  ‘  I  have  written  to  the 
Emperor,  in  whofe  hand  I  repofe 
my  fate.* 

<(  I  wifhed  to  fend  my  letter  by 
a  courier,  but  I  know  no  furer 
mode  of  fending  it  than  by  your’s. 
The  king  left  me  then  in  order  to 
repair  to  his  cabinet.  He  foon 
returned  with  the  following  letters 
(Nos.  i  and  2)  in  his  hand,  which 
he  gave  me,  and  added  thefe  words 
* — c  My  fituation  is  moll  deplora¬ 
ble  ;  they  have  feized  the  Prince 
de  la  Paz,  and  will  put  him  to 
death;  he  has  committed  no  other 
crime  than  that  he  has  at  all  times 
been  attached  to  me. — He  added, 
there  were  no  efforts  which  he 
would  not  have  attempted  to  fave 
the  life  of  his  unhappy  friend,  but 
that  he  had  found  the  whole  world 
deaf  to  his  entreaties,  and  bent  on 
vengeance  ;  that  the  death  of  the 
Prince  de  la  Paz  would  draw  after 
it  his  own,  and  that  he  fhould  not 
furvive  him.* 

t(  Aranjuez ,  March  23,  1808. 

B,  DE  MoUTHION.” 

No.  I. 

fetter  from  King  Carlos  IV.  to  the 
Emperor  Napoleon. 

Sir,  my  brother, 

YOUR  Majefty  will  afiuredly 
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hear  with  pain  of  the  events  which 
have  taken  place  at  Aranjuez, 
and  their  confequences  ;  you  will, 
not  without  fympathy,  fee  a 
king  who  has  been  compelled  to 
refign  his  throne,  throw  himfelf 
into  the  arms  of  a  great  mo¬ 
narch,  his  ally,  placing  every  thing 
in  his  protection,  who  alone  can 
fix  his  happinefs,  and  that  of  his 
whole  family,  and  his  trufiy  and 
beloved  fubje&s.  Under  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  moment,  and  amid  the 
clafhing  of  weapons,  and  the  cries 
of  a  rebellious  guard,  I  found  that 
I  had  to  choofe  between  my  life 
and  death,  and  that  my  death  would 
be  followed  by  that  of  the  queen  ^ 
I  was  compelled  to  abdicate  the 
throne  ;  but  now  peace  is  refiored, 
and,  full  of  confidence  in  the  gene- 
rofity  and  genius  of  the  great  man, 
who  has  at  all  times  declared  him¬ 
felf  my  friend,  I  have  taken  my 
refolution  to  refign  myfelf  into  his 
hands,  and  await  what  he  (hall  re*> 
folve  on  my  fate,  and  that  of  the 
queen,  and  the  Prince  de  la  Paz. 

I  addrefs  myfelf  to  your  Majefty, 
and  proteft  againft  the  events  which 
took  place  at  Aranjuez,  and  againft 
my  dethronement.  I  rely  with 
confidence,  and  altogether,  upon 
the  cordiality  andfriendfhipof  your 
Majefty,  praying  that  God  may 
have  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

Sir,  my  brother, 

Your  royal  and  imperial 
majefty ’s  affe<5lionat§ 
brother  and  friend, 

CARLOS, 

Aranjuez, March  23. 

No.  ir. 

I  proteft  and  declare,  that  my 
decree  of  the  19th  of  March,  in 
which  I  renounce  my  crown  in  fa¬ 
vour 
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vour  of  my  fon,  is  a  deed  to  which 
1  was  compelled,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  greater  calamities,  and  fpare 
the  blood  of  my  beloved  fubjefts. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  conftdered  as 
of  no  authority* 

(Signed)  I,  The  King. 


Letter  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 

to  the  Prince  of  Af  urias. 

My  Brother, 

I  HAVE  received  the  letter 
of  your  Royal  Highnefs :  in  the 
papers  which  you  have  received 
from  the  king,  your  Royal  High*, 
nefs’s  father,  you  muft  have  found 
a  proof  of  the  intereft  which  I 
have  always  felt  for  you.  You 
will  permit  me,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  to  fpeak  to  you 
with  truth,  and  I  wifhed,  by  my 
journey  to  Madrid,  to  draw  over 
my  illuftrious  friend  to  fome  necef- 
fary  ameliorations  of  his  dates,  and 
alfo  to  give  a  certain  fatsfadlion  to 
the-public  feelings.  The  removal  of 
the  prince  of  the  Peace  appeared  to 
me  to  be  neceftary  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  his  majefty,  and  that  of  his 
fubjefts.  The  affairs  of  the  North 
had  retarded  my  journey.  The 
events  at  Aranjuez  took  place.  I 
pafs  no  decifton  on  what  had  pre- 
vioufly  fallen  out,  nor  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  prince  of  the  Peace; 
but  I  know  well  that  it  is  dangerous 
for  kings  to  accuftom  their  people 
to  fhed  blood,  or  to  feek  to  redrefs 
themfelves.  I  pray  God  that  your 
royal  highnefs  may  never  feel  this 
by  your  own  experience.  It  is  not 
the  intereft  of  Spain  to  injure  a 
prince  who  has  married  a  princefs 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  who  for  a 
long  time  directed  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom*  He  no  longer  has 
any  friends  ;  your  royal  highnefs 


will  poffefs  them  no  longer  than 
while  you  (hall  be  fortunate.  The 
people  willingly  revenge  themfelves 
for  that  homage  which  they  pay  us. 
Ho  w  alfo  can  the  procefs  be  drawn 
up  againft  the  prince  of  the  Peace, 
without  involving  in  it  the  queen 
and  the  king  your  father  ?  This 
procefs  would  give  nourishment  to 
hatred  and  factious  paftions,  the 
iflue  of  which  would  be  fatal  to  your 
crown.  Your  royal  highnefs  has 
no  other  right  thereto  than  that 
which  you  derive  from  your  mother. 
If  this  procefs  degrade  her,  your 
royal  highnefs  deftroys  your  own 
right.  He  who  has  lent  an  ear  to 
weak  and  dilloyal  counfels,  has  no 
right  to  pafsfentence  on  the  Prince 
of  the  Peace.  His  mifdeeds,  if  he 
can  be  reproached  with  them,  go  to 
deftroy  the  rights  of  the  crown.  I 
have  frequently  exprefled  a  deft  re, 
that  the  prince  of  the  Peace  fhould 
be  removed  from  affairs ;  the  friend- 
fhip  of  king  Charles  has  often  in¬ 
duced  me  to  remain  filent,  and  to. 
turn  away  my  eyes  from  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  conduft.  Unhappy  mor¬ 
tals  that  we  are !  Weaknefs  and 
error,  thefe  are  our  mottos;  but  all 
may  be  arranged  ;  namely,  that  the 
prince  of  the  Peace  fhould  be  ba- 
nifned  from  Spain,  and  I  fhould  in¬ 
vite  him  to  a  place  of  retirement 
in  France.  As  to  the  abdication 
of  king  Charles  the  Fourth,  that 
lias  taken  place  at  a  moment  when 
my  troops  were  traverftng  Spain  ; 
and  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  of 
pofterity,  I  fhould  feem  to  have 
lent  fo  many  troops  folely  for  the 
purpofe  of  pufhing  from  his  throne 
my  ally,  and  friend.  As  a  neigh¬ 
bour  fovereign,  it  is  fit  that  I  fhould 
know  this  abdication,  before  I  ac¬ 
knowledged  it.  I  fay  it  to  your 
Royal  Highnefs,  to  the  Spaniards, 

and 
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and  to  the  whole  world,  if  the  ab¬ 
dication  of  king  Charles  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  h,s  own  will,  if  he 
was  not  driven  to  it  by  the  infur- 
region  and  uproar  at  Aranjuez,  I 
make  no  Temple  to  accede  to  it,  and 
to  acknowledge  your  Royal  High- 
nefs  King  of  Spain.  The  circum- 
fpection  which  I  have  oblerved 
for  this  month  pad,  rauft  be  a 
fecurity  to  you  for  the  fupport 
which  you  (hall  find  in  me,  fhould 
ever  party  differences  diiturb  you, 
in  your  turn,  upon  the  throne. 

When  king  Charles  made  us 
acquainted  with  the  events  of  lad 
OTober,  I  was  very  much  affected 
by  them  ;  and  I  think  that  by  my 
efforts  the  affair  of  the  Efcurial 
received  a  happy  iffue.  Your 
Royal  Highnefs  was  much  to 
blame. — I  have  no  need  of  any 
other  proof  of  this,  than  the  letter 
which  you  wrote  tome,  and  which 
I  fhall  always  defire  to  confider  as 
not  having  come  to  me.  Your 
Royal  .Highnefs  muft  diflruft  all 
popular  commotions  and  infurrec- 
tions.— A  few  of  my  foldiers  may 
be  murdered,  but  the  fubjugation 
of  Spain  {hall  be  the  confequence 
of  it. 

I  fee  with  pain,  that  fome  per- 
fons  at  Madrid  have  dilfeminated 
certain  letters  of  the  Captain-Ge¬ 
neral  of  Catalonia,  and  have  done 
every  thing  to  excite  diflurbances 
among  the  people.  Your  Royal 
Highnefs  perfectly  comprehends 
my  meaning.  You  perceive  that 
I  have  touched  flightly  upon  many 
points,  which  it  would  not  be  pro¬ 
per  to  enlarge  upon. 

You  may  be  allured  that  I  will 
condudf  myfelf  in  every  thing  to¬ 
wards  you,  in  the  fame  way  as  to 
your  royal  father.  You  may  rely 
upon  my  defire  to  arrange  every 


thing,  and  of  finding  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  giving  you  proof  of  my 
perfeT  regard  and  elleem. 

Herewith  accept,  &c. 
Bayonne,  April  i  6,  1808. 


Injlrudiions  fnrnijhed  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Don  Pedro  Labrador . 

Mod  excellent  Seignor, 

Y"OUR  excellency  is  acquainted 
with  the  propofitions  made  on  the 
day  of  the  king’s  arrival  in  this 
city,  and  of  what  paffed  at  the 
conference  in  which  I  difeuffed 
them  with  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs.  The  propofitions  recently 
made  by  the  latter,  differing  in 
fome  refpeft,  but  no  lefs  inadmifi. 
fible,  are  of  the  following  tenor:  — 
That  the  Emperor  has  irrevoca¬ 
bly  determined  that  the  Bourbon 
dynafiy  fhall  no  longer  reign  in 
Spain.  2.  That  the  king  fhall 
cede  his  rights  to  the  crown  both 
in  his  own  name  and  that  of  his 
fons,  fhould  he  have  any.  3.  That 
fhould  this  point  be  agreed  upon, 
the  crown  of  Etruria  fhall  be  con- 
ferre'd  upon  him  and  his  defen¬ 
dants,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  falique  law.  4.  That  the  in. 
fant  don  Carlos  fhall  make  a  fimilar 
renunciation  of  his  rights,  and  that 
he  fhall  have  a  right  to  the  fuc- 
cefhon  to  the  crown  of  Etruria,  in 
default  of  iffue  of  the  king.  3. 
That  the  kingdom  of  Spain  fhall 
henceforth  be  pofTeffed  by  one  of 
the  brothers  of  the  Emperor.  6. 
That  the  Emperor  guarantees  its 
complete  integrity,  and  that  of  all 
its  colonies,  without  fuffering  a 
fingle  village  belonging  to  it  to 
be  feparated  from  it.  7.  That 
in  like  manner  he  guarantees  the 
prefervation  of  religion,  property. 
See,  &c.  8.  That  fhould  his  Ma- 
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jelly  refufe  thofe  propod  tions,  he 
fhall  remain  without  compenfation, 
and  his  Imperial  Majedy  will 
carry  them  into  execution  by  con- 
lent  or  force.  9.  That  if  his 
Majedy  agree  and  demand  the 
niece  of  the  Emperor  in  marriage, 
this  connexion  fha)l  be  imme¬ 
diately  fecured  on  the  execution  of 
the  treaty.— -Thefe  proportions 
were  difcuffed  in  the  junta  where 
the  king  predded.  I  there  dated 
my  opinion,  which  was  adopted  by 
3’our  excellency  and  the  other 
members,  and  approved  by  his 
Majedy,  who  is  defirotis  that  in- 
iirudlions  fhould  be  prepared  for 
your  excellency  accordingly.  Your 
excellency  knows  that  promifes 
the  mod  flattering,  and  afiurances 
the  mod  podtive,  were  made  and 
given  to  the  king  by  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Berg,  by  the  ambaflador 
of  France,  and  by  general  Sa¬ 
yary,  by  direction  of  the  Emperor, 
who  faid  that  no  obflru&ion  would 
arife  to  his  acknowledgment  as 
fovereign  of  Spain  ;  that  nothing 
was  dedred  hodile  to  the  prefer- 
vation  ©f  the  integrity  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  you  are  apprifed 
that  thefe  reprefentations  drew' 
him  from  Madrid  to  pay  his  com* 
pliments  to  his  intimate  ally,  who, 
he  fuppofed  would  return  with  him 
to  the  capita],  from  the  flate- 
ments  of  thofe  three,  and  where 
fplendid  accommodations  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Emperor.  The 
journey  of  his  Imperial  Majedy 
was  deferred ;  but  the  king,  re¬ 
duced  by  new  promifes,  made  by 
General  Savary  in  the  name  of  his 
Imperial  Majedy,  continued  his 
progrefs  to  this  city.  Your  ex¬ 
cellency  fliould  afk  M.  Champag-  ■ 
ny  if  the  king  be  at  full  liberty, 
and  if  he  be  fo,  he  may  return  to 


his  dominions,  and  give  audience 
to  the  plenipotentiary,  to  whom  rhe 
Emperor  mav  confide  his  powers. 
If  not  free,  your  excellency 
knows  that  every  adi  is  abfolutely 
nugatory  ;  and  confequently  what¬ 
ever  may  be  agreed  will  have  no 
other  eifedt  than  to  flain  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  Emperor  before  the 
whole  world,  the  eyes  of  which 
are  fixed  upon  his  conduct,  and 
who  knows  what  Spain  has  already 
done  in  favour  of  France.— -I  have 
fhewn  to  your  excellency  the  treaty 
of  the  27th  October  lad,  by  which 
the  Emperor  has  guaranteed  the 
integrity  of  Spain  in  the  perfon  of 
the  king,  with  title  of  Emperor 
of  the  two  Americas.  Nothing 
has  intervened  to  dedroy  this 
treaty  ;  on  the  contrary,  Spain 
has  added  new  claims  to  the  gratis 
tude  of  France.— TThe  king  has- 
refolved  not  to  yield  to  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  the  Emperor;  neither 
his  own  honour,  nor  his  duty  to 
his  vaffals  permit  him  to  do  fo. 
Thefe  he  cannot  compel  to  accept 
the  dynady  of  Napoleon  ;  much 
lefs  can  he  deprive  them  of  the 
right  they  have  to  eledt  another 
family  to  the  throne  when  the 
reigning  family  fnall  be  extindl. 
It  is  not  lefs  repugnant  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  king  to  receive,  as 
a  compenfation,  the  crown  of 
Etruria  ;  for,  befides  that  that 
country  is  under  the  authority  of 
its  legitimate  fovereign,  whom  he 
would  not  prejudice,  his  Majedy 
is  contented  with  the  crown  that 
Providence  had  given  him,  has  no, 
wifh  to  feparate  himfelf  from  his 
fubjedls,  whom  he  loves  with  pa¬ 
ternal  affecfion,  and  from  whom  he 
has  received  the  mod  unequivocal 
proofs  of  refpedtful  attachment. 
If  on  account  of  his.  refufal  the 

Emperor 
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Emperor  fhould  think  fit  to  refort 
to  force,  his  Majefty  hopes  that 
Di  vine  Juftice,  the  difpenfer  of 
thrones,  will  proted  his  juft  caufe, 
and  that  of  his  kingdom.  As  your 
excellency  is  deeply  penetrated 
with  thefe  principles,  and  has  al¬ 
ready  difplayed  them  with  that 
energy  with  which  juftice  arms 
the  man  of  probity,  and  the  zeal¬ 
ous  friend  to  his  king  and  country, 
it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  detail  pro¬ 
lix  inftrudions  for  your  guide, 
you  being  a  minifter,  in  whofe 
patriotifm  and  affedion  to  the 
royal  interefts  his  Majefty  repofes 
full  confidence.  God  prefer ve 
your  excellency  many  years. 

Pedro  Cevallos. 

Bayonne ,  April  2*7,  1808. 

(For  Don  Pedro  Gomez  Labrador.) 


Official  B  if  patch  from  Bon  Pedro 
Cevallos  to  the  Min  iff  er  off  State 
off  the  Emperor  of  France ,  of 
the  zZth  April ,  1808. 

Moft  excellent  Sir, 

Although  the  agitation  of  mind 
to  which  the  whole  Spanifh  nation 
wouldhavebeenfubjed,  has  hither^ 
to  been  reftrained  by  vyhat  has  been 
printed  and  publifhed  by  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Berg,  and  by  all  the 
French  generals  in  that  country, 
indicating  the  fentiments  of  peace 
and  good  underftanding  which  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  and  king 
of  Italy  was  defirous  of  main¬ 
taining  with  the  king  my  mafter  ; 
and  alfo  on  account  of  the  affur- 
ances  which  the  ambalfador  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty  in  Madrid,  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  and  general 


Savary,  had  given  to  his  Majefty 
of  the  approaching  arrival  of  the 
Emperor  in  the  {aid  city  ;  on  which 
account,  the  king  determined  to 
proceed  to  Burgos  to  meet  him, 
to  fhew  this  public  mark  of  his 
affedion,  and  of  the  high  efteem 
lie  had  for  his  perfon — it  has  now 
become  impoftible  longer  to  aiu 
fwer  for  the  tranquillity  of  fuch  a 
numerous  people;  efpecially  as  they 
areapprifed  that  the  king  has  been 
fix  days  in  Bayonne,  and  they  have 
no  a  durance  of  his  return  to  Spain. 
In  fuch  a  ft  ate  of  affairs,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  muft  be  anxious  for  the  re- 
pofe  of  his  beloved  fubjeds,  and 
for  this  purpofe  to  return  to  their 
bofoms  to  tranquillize  their  agita¬ 
tion,  and  attend  to  their  heavy  de¬ 
mands  of  public  bufinefs,  as  his 
abfence  would  expofe  his  people  to 
incalculable  mifchiefs,  which  would 
fill  his  heart  with  the  moft  poig¬ 
nant  grief.  This  fpeedy  return,  his 
Majefty  promifed  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner  to  his  people,  ground¬ 
ing  his  engagement  on  the  affur* 
ances  of  the  Emperor,  that  he  fhould 
fhortly  be  reftored  to  his  country, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  her  fove- 
reign  by  his  Imperial  Majefty.— 
His  Majefty  has,  therefore,  or¬ 
dered  me  to  communicate  to  you 
thefe  obfervations,  for  the  purpofe 
of  your  fubmitting  them  to  the 
confideration  of  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty,  whofe  approbation  they  will 
doubtlefs  meet  ;  and  his  Majefty, 
my  mafter,  is  ready  to  treat  in  his 
dominions  with  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  on  all  convenient  fubjeds, 
with  fuch  perfon  as  the  Emperor 
fhould  be  pleafed  to  authorize  for 
that  purpofe.*  Royal 


*  This  difpatch  was  notanfwered,  and  produced  an  effetft  precifely  the  contrary 
pf  what  might  have  been  expected  in  a  regular  courfe  of  things.  The  lpies  within^ 
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Royal  Decree  addrfffed  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Council  of  Cafile  by  Fer - 
dinnand  V IF 

Soon  after  the  Prince  of  Peace 
was  arrefted,  frequent  and  earned: 
entreaties  were  made  by  the  grand 
Duke  of  Berg,  by  the  ambaffador 
of  France,  and  by  general  Savary, 
in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  my 
intimate  ally,  that  he  fhould  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  French  troops,  that 
he  might  be  conveyed  to  France, 
where  his  imperial  Ma jefty  would 
order  him  to  be  tried  for  the  offences 
he  had  committed.  Thefe  folic  na¬ 
tions  were  generally  accompanied 
with  threats  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  to 
carry  him  off  by  force.  In  Yitto- 
tia  they  were  repeated  with  equal 
importunities  ;  and  1  wifhing  to 
form  the  mod  prudent  determina¬ 
tion,  conful ted  with  the  duke  of  In- 
fantado  and  the  infant  Carlos,  with 
don  Juan  Efcoiquiz,  and  with  don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  my  principal  fecre- 
tary  of  date.-  This  min-ider,  on 
that  ©ccafion,  faid  ;  i(  Sire,  if  I 
were  to  yield  to  my  own  perfonal 
feelings,  I  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
commend  the  furrenderof  the  Prince 
of  Peace.  But  fuch  a  fentiment 
ought  to  be  frilled,  and  in  truth  1  do 
difle  it  when  I  contemplate  the  doty 
you  owe  to  your  own  facred  perfon, 
and  the  obligations  you  are  under  to. 
adminider  judice  to  your  fubjefts 
injured  by  don  Manuel  Godoy. 
This  obligation  is  effential  to  the 
fovereigntv,  and  your  Majedy  can¬ 


not  difregard  it  without  treading 
under  foot  whatever  is  mod  refpec- 
table  among  men.  Under  this  view, 

J  think  you  ought  to  anfwcr  the 
Emperor,  informing  him,  at  ..the 
fame  time,  that  your  Majedy  has 
offered  to  your  augud  parents  to 
fave  him  from  the  penalty  of  death, 
fhould  he  be  capitally  convifted  by 
the  council.  By  your  compliance 
with  this  propofal,  your  Majedy 
will  give  to  the  world  a  proof  of 
your  magnanimity,  to  your  beloved 
parents  a  proof  of:  your  affection, 
and  the  Emperor  will  be  gratihedin 
obferving  with  what  wifdom  you 
difeharge  the  demands  of  judice,  and 
conciliate  the  expectations  of  his 
imperial  and  royal  Majedy. ”  All 
approved  of  this  falutary  advice, 
and  I  did  not  hpfitate  a  moment  in. 
adopting  it,  and  proceeded  to  aft 
upon  it. — I  communicated  it  to  the 
council  with  the  fit  circumfpeftion 
to  ferve  for  their  information  and 
dixeftion  •  and  alfo  that  they  may 
take  the  mod  aftive  meafures  to 
proteft  the  houfes  and  families  of 
the  four  denounced  perfons. 

I,  The  Kino* 
Bayonney  April  26,  1808. 

To  the  prefident  of  the  counciL 


Letter  of  the  King  to  his  Father y 
Charles  IF . 

My  honoured  Father  and  Lord, 
Your  Majedy  has  admitted  that 
I  had  not  the  fmallefl;  participation 


and  the  guards  without  the  palace  were  doubled.  The  king  for  two  nights  en-* 
dured  the  infult  of  an  alguazil,  who,  ftationed  at  the  door,  ordered  his  M  a  jefty 
and  the  infant  don  Carlos  to  retire  to  their  apartments.  The  firlk  time  the  infult 
was  offered,  the  king  complained  in  fevere  terms,  pn  which  the  governor  employed 
polite  language,  and  manifefted  much  difapprobation  of  fuch  condu&j  hut  this 
did  not  prevent  the  repetition,  and  probably  this  offonfive  ci rcumftan.ee  would 
have  keen  repeated,  had  not  the  king  abltained  from  going  out  at  night. 
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"in  tlie  proceedings  at  Aranjuez, 
intended,  as  is  notorious,  and  as 
your  Majeily  knows,  not  to  difguft 
you  with  ,your  throne  and  govern¬ 
ment,  but  to  maintain  both,  and 
not  to  abandon  the  vail  multitude 
wbofe  maintenance  depends  upon 
the  throne  itfelf.  Your  Majeily 
alfo  told  me,  that  your  abdication 
had  been  fpontaneous,  and  that  if 
any  one  fhould  attempt  to  perfuade 
me  it  was  other  wife,  I  ihould  not 
bcdieve  them,  for  it  was  the  mod: 
pleafmg  aCt  of  your  life.  Your 
Majefty  now  tells  me,  that  though 
your  abdication  was  certainly  an 
aCt  of  your  own  free  will,  you 
neverthelefs  referved  in  your  mind 
a  right  to  refume  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  when  you  fhould  think 
proper.  I  have  therefore  inquired 
of  your  Majeily,  if  you  were  dif- 
pofed  to  refume  your  fcepter,  and 
your  Majeily  has  replied  that  you 
neither  would  return  to  the  throne, 
or  to  Spain.  Notwithftanding  this, 
your  Majeily  defires  me  to  renounce 
in  your  favour  a  crown  conferred 
upon  me  by  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  on  your  free  refig- 
saation  of  it.  To  a  fon  who  has  al¬ 
ways  been  diftinguiihed  for  his  love, 
refpeCt,  and  obedience  to  his  pa¬ 
rents,  nothing  ihat  can  require  the 
exercife  of  thefe  qualities  can  be  re¬ 
pugnant  to  his  filial  piety,  efpecially 
when  the  difcharge  of  my  duty  to 
your  Majeily,  as  a  fon,  is  not  in 
contradiction  to  the  relation  I  bear, 
as  a  king,  to  my  beloved  fubjeCts. 
In  order  that  both  thefe,  who  de¬ 
mand  my  higheft  regard,  may  not 
be  offended,  and  that  your  Majeily 
may  be  pleafed  with  my  obedience, 
in  the  prefent  circumitance,  I  am 
willing  to  refignmy  crownin  favour 
of  your  Majeily,  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  limitations -  i.That  your  Ma¬ 


jeily  will  return  to  Madrid,  whither 
I  iliall  accompany  you  and  ferve 
you  as  the  moil  dutiful  fon.  2. 
That  there  a  cortes  Pnould  be  affem- 
bled  ;  or,  if  your  Majeily  fhould 
object  to  fo  numerous  a  body,  that 
all  the  tribunals  and  deputies  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  be  convoked.  3. 
That  in  the  prefence  of  this  coun¬ 
cil  my  renunciation  ihould  be  exe¬ 
cuted  in  due  form,  and  the  motives 
Hated  which  induced  me  to  make  it. 
Thefe  are,  the  love  I  bear  to  my 
fubjeCts,  and  my  with  to  make  a 
return  tor  my  afFeCtion  towards 
me,  by  fecuring  their  tranquillity, 
and  relieving  them  from  the  horrors 
of  a  civil  war,  by  means  of  a  renun¬ 
ciation,  having  for  its  objeCl  your 
Majeily ’s  refumption  of  the  feeptre, 
and  your  return  to  govern  fubjeCts 
worthy  of  your  love  and  affeCtion. 
4.  That  your  Majeily  ihould  not 
be  accompanied  by  individuals  who 
have  juilly  excited  the  hatred  of  the 
whole  nation.  5.  That  ihould  your 
majeily,  as  I  am  informed,  be  nei¬ 
ther  difpofed  to  reign  in  per  fon, 
nor  to  return  to  Spain,  in  fuchcafe, 
that  I  ihould  govern  in  your  royal 
name  as  your  lieutenant.  There  is 
no  one  who  can  have  a  claim  to  be 
preferred  before  me,  I  am  fum- 
moned  thereto  by  the  laws,  the 
wiihes  of  my  people,  and  the  love 
of  my  fubjeCts  ;  and  no  one  can 
take  more  zealous  and  bounden  in- 
tereil  in  their  profperity.  My  re¬ 
nunciation,  confined  within  thefe 
limits,  will  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Spaniards  a  new  proof  of  my  pre¬ 
ferring  their  prefervation  to  the 
glory  of  governing  them,  and  Eu¬ 
rope  will  deem  me  worthy  of  go¬ 
verning  a  people  to  whofe  tranquil¬ 
lity  I  have  Ihevvn  myfelf  ready  to 
facrifice  whatever  is  moll  flattering 
and  alluring  in  human  eftimation. 

That 
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That  God  may  prefer ve  the  impor¬ 
tant  life  of  your  Ma  jelly  for  many 
happy  years,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
loving  and  dutiful  fon,  who  prof- 
trates  himfelf  at  your  royal  feet. 

Ferdinand. 

Bayonne,  May  i,  18084 


Better  from  Charles  IF.  to  his  Son 
Ferdinand . 

My  Son, 

The  perfidious  counfels  of  the 
men  who  furround  your  perfon, 
have  placed  Spain  in  a  critical 
fituation.  The  Emperor  alone  can 
fave  her.  Ever  fmce  the  peace  of 
Balle,  I  have  been  firmly  perfuaded 
that  the  efiential  interefts  of  my 
people  were  infeparably  con  needed 
with  the  prefervation  of  a  good 
tmderftanding  with  France.  No 
facrifiee  has  been  omitted  by  me 
in  order  to  obtain  this  important 
objed.  Even  when  France  was 
under  the  diredion  of  ephemeral 
governments,  I  luppreffed  my  pri¬ 
vate  feelings  and  liftened  only  to 
the  didates  of  policy,  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  my  fubjeds.  When  the 
Emperor  re-eftablifhed  order  in 
France,  great  difficulties  were  re¬ 
moved,  and  I  faw  new  motives  to 
continue  attentive  to  the  former 
fyftem  of  alliance.  When  England 
declared  war  againil  France,  I  hap- 
piiy  endeavoured  to  continue  neu¬ 
ter,  and  to  preferve  to  my  people 
the  happinefs  of  peace.  England 
afterwards  polfeffed  herfelf  of  four 
of  my  frigates,  and  made  war  upon 
me,  even  before  it  had  been  decla¬ 
red  ;  and  then  I  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  oppofmg  force  to  force ; 
and  the  calamities  of  war,  £0  my' 
fubjeds,  were  the  confequence. 
Spain,  environed  by  coafts,  and  in* 


debted  for  a  great  portion  of  her 
profperity  to  her  ultra-marine  pof- 
feffions,  differed  by  the  war  more 
than  any  other  Hate.  The  inter¬ 
ruption  to  her  commerce,  and  all 
the  deftrudion  incident  to  fuch  a 
fituation,  affeded  my  fubjeds,  and 
fome  of  them  had  the  in  juft  ice  to 
attribute  thefe  events  to  my  minif- 
ters.  At  lad,  1  had  the  happinefs 
to  fee  my  kingdom  tranquil  within, 
and  free  from  inquietude^  fo  far  as 
refpeded  the  integrity  of  my  domi¬ 
nions,  I  being  the  only  one  among 
the  kings  of  Europe  who  fuftained 
himfelf  amid  the  ftorms  of  thefe 
later  times.  Spain  yet  enjoyed  this 
tranquillity,  not  then  obftruded  by 
thofe  councils  which  have  milled 
you  from  the  fight  path.  You 
have  too  eafily  permitted  y ourfelf  to 
be  milled,  by  the  averfion  of  your 
firft  wife  towards  France;  and  you 
have  thoughtlefsly  participated  in 
the  injurious  refentments  indulged 
againft  my  minifters,  againft  your 
mother,  and  againft  myfelf.  It  was 
now  necefiary  to  recoiled  my  own 
rights  as  a  father  and  a  king.  With 
this  view  I  caufed  you  to  be  arreft- 
ed,  and  I  found  among  your  papers 
the  proof  of  your  crime.  But  at 
the  commencement  of  this  career,  I 
melted  at  feeing  my  fon  on  the 
fcaffold  of  deftrudion,  and  I  ad¬ 
mitted  mv  fenfibility  to  be  excited 
by  the  tears  of  your  mother.  I 
forgave  you,  notwithftanding  my 
fubjeds  were  agitated  by  the  de¬ 
ceitful  expedients  of  a  fadion,  of 
which  you  have  yourfelf  been  the 
declared  leader.  From  that  inftant 
I  leligned  all  the  tranquillity  of  my 
life,  and  was  compelled  to  add  n> 
the  diftreffes  I  felt  for  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  my  fubjeds,  the  afflidions 
occafioned  by  the  dilfentions  in  my 
own  family.  My  minifters  were 
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eat 'ultima  ted  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  who  believing  that  the 
Spaniards  were  clifpofed  to  renounce 
his  alliance,  and  feeing  the  difcord 
‘that  prevailed  even  in  the  boforn 
of  my  own  family,  under  various 
pretences,  inundated  my  provinces 
with  his  troops. 

While  thefe  occupied  the  right 
bank  of  the  Ebro,  and  appeared  to 
have  for  their  objcd  the  maintain¬ 
ing  the  communication  with  Portu¬ 
gal,  i  entertained  the  hope  that  he 
would  not  abandon  the  fentiments 
of  efteem  and  friendihip  which  he 
had  always  manifefted  towards  me. 
But  when  I  perceived  that  his  troops 
advanced  towards  my  capital,  I  felt 
the  urgency  there  was  tor  collect¬ 
ing  my  army  around  my  perfon,  to 
prefen t  my  felf  before  my  auguft  ally 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  king  of 
Spain.  I  ihould  have  removed  all 
his  doubts,  and  have  fecured  ray 
belt  interelts.  I  gave  orders  to  my 
troops  to  leave  Portugal  and  Ma¬ 
drid,  and  I  united  them  in  various 
parts  of  my  monarchy,  not  to  aban¬ 
don  my  fubjeds,  but  honourably  to 
fupport  the  glory  of  my  throne.  Be¬ 
tides,  my  extenfive  experience  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  might  very  well  entertain 
wifhes  conformable  to  his  particular 
intereft,  and  ro  the  policy  of  the 
vaft  fyftem  of  the  continent,  but 
which  might  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  interefts  of  my  houfe.  What 
was,  in  fuch  circumftances,  your 
conduct  ?  You  introduced  difurder 
into  my  palace,  and  infufed  a  fpirit  of 
mutiny  into  my  body-guard,  againft 
my  perfon.  Your  lather  was  your 
prifoner;  my  prime  minifter,  whom 
1  had  appointed  and  adopted  into 
rny  family,  covered  with  blood,  was 
driven  from  one  danger  to  another. 
You  dishonoured  my  grey  hairs— 


you  defppiled  me  of  the  crown,  pof- 
feffed  with  glory  by  my  anceftors, 
which  they  had  preferved  without  a 
Pain.  You  featcd  yourfelf  upon 
rny  throne,  and  placed  yourfelf  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  people  of  Madrid, 
and  ot  foreign  troops,  who  were 
then  entering  the  capital. — The 
con  (piracy  of  the  Efcurial  had  al¬ 
ready  accomplilhed  its  purpofesi 
The  ads  of  my  ad  minift ration  were 
brought  into  public  contempt.  Old, 
and  oppreffed  by  infirmity,  I  was 
not  able  to  furmount  this  new  mif- 
fortune.  I  reforted  to  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  not  as  a  king  at  the 
head  of  my  troops,  furrounded  by 
the  pomp  of  royalty  :  but  as  an  un¬ 
happy  and  abandoned  prince.  I 
have  found  refuge  andprotedion  in 
the  mid  ft  of  his  camp.  I  owe  to 
him  my  own  life,  that  of  the  queen* 
and  that  of  the  prime  minifter.  I 
have  arrived  at  laft  at  Bayonne,  and 
you  have  fo  conduded  this  negoci. 
ation,  that  every  thing  depends  upon 
the  mediation  and  protedionof  this 
great  prince.  The  idea  of  refort - 
ing  to  popular  agitation  would  tend 
to  the  ruin  of  Spain,  and  expofe 
yourfelf,  rny  kingdom,  my  fubjeds 
and  my  family,  to  the  moft  horrible 
cataftrophes.  My  heart  has  been 
fully  unfolded  to  the  Emperor  ;  he 
knows  all  the  injuries  I  have  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  violence  that  has 
been  done  to  ine ;  he  has  declared 
to  me,  that  you  (hall  never  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  king,  and  that  the 
enemy  of  his  father  can  never  ac¬ 
quire  the  confidence  of  foreign 
ftates.  He  has,  in  addition  to  this, 
(hewn  me  letters  written  with  your 
own  hand,  which  clearly  (hew  your 
averfion  to  France. — -Things  being 
thus  fituated,  my  rights_are  clear, 
and  my  duties  are  much  more  fo. 
It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  prevent 

the 
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the  (bedding  of  the  blood  of  my 
fubjefts,  to  do  nothing  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  my  career,  which  (hall 
carry  fire  and  fword  into  every  part 
of  Spain,  and  reduce  it  to  the  moft 
horrible  mifery.  Certainly,  if  faith¬ 
ful  to  your  primary  obligations, and 
to  thefeelings  of  nature,  you  had 
rejefted  thofe  perfidious  counfels, 
and  placed  yourfelf  conflantly  at 
my  fide,  for  the  defence  of  your  fa¬ 
ther,  you  had  waited  your  regular 
courfe  of  nature,  which  would  have 
elevated  you  in  a  few  years  to  the 
rank  of  royalty,  I  fhould  have 
been  able  to  conciliate  the  policy 
and  interefts  of  Spain,  with  that  of 
all.  For  fix  months,  no  doubt, 
matters  have  been  in  a  critical  fitua- 
tion  ;  but  notwithflanding  fuch  dif¬ 
ficulties,  I  fhouldhave  obtained  the 
fupport  of  my  fubjefts ;  I  fhould 
have  availed  myfeif  of  the  weak 
means  which  yet  remained  to  me,  of 
the  moral  aid  which  I  fhould  have 
acquired,  meeting  always  my  ally 
with  fuitable  dignity,  to  whom  I 
never  gave  caufe  of  complaint ;  and 
an  arrangement  would  have  been 
made  which  would  have  accommo¬ 
dated  the  interefls  of  my  fubjects 
to  thofe  of  my  family.  But  in  tear¬ 
ing  from  my  head  the  crown,  you 
have  not  preferved  it  for  yourfelf ; 
you  have  taken  from  it  all  that  is 
auguit  and  facred  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  Your  behaviour  with  re- 
fpedt  to  me,  your  intercepted  let¬ 
ters  have  put  a  brazen  barrier  be¬ 
tween  yourfelf  and  the  throne  of 
Spain,  and  it  is  neither  your  own 
interefl  nor  that  of  the  country  that 
you  fhould  reign  in  it.  Avoid  light¬ 
ing  a  fire  which  wifi  unavoidably 
caufe  your  complete  ruin,  and  the 
degradation  of  Spain.*— I  am  king 
by  the  right  given  me  by  rny  fore¬ 
fathers  :  my  abdication  was  the  re* 


fult  of  force  and  violence  ;  I  have 
nothing  to  receive  from  you  ;  nor 
can  I  confent  to  the  convocation  of 
the  cortes,  an  additional  abfurdity, 
fuggefted  by  the  inexperienced  per- 
fons  who  attend  you.  I  have 
reigned  for  the  happinefs  of  my 
fubjeels,  and  I  do  not  wifh  to  be¬ 
queath  them  civil  war,  mutiny, 
popular  juntas,  and  revolution. 
Every  thing  fnould  be  done  for  the 
people,  and  nothing  by  the  people' : 
to  forget  this  maxim,  were  to  be¬ 
come  the  accomplice  of  all  the 
crimes  that  mufl  follow  its  negle£l. 

I  have  facrificed  the  whole  of  my 
life  to  my  people  ;  and  in  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  to  which  I  have  arrived, 

I  fhall  do  nothing  in  oppofition  to 
their  religion,  their  tranquillity, 
and  their  happinefs.  I  have  reigned 
for  them;  I  will  conflantly  occupy 
myfeif  for  their  fakes  ;  I  will  for¬ 
get  all  my  facrifices ;  and  when  at 
lafl  I  fhall  be  convinced  that  the 
religion  of  Spain,  the  integrity  of 
her  provinces,  her  independence, 
and  her  privileges  are  preferved,  I 
fhall  defcend  to  the  tomb,  forgiving 
thofe  who  have  embittered  the  lafl 
years  of  my  life. 

Dated  from  the  Imperial  Palace 
of  Bayonne ,  called  the  Go¬ 
vernment  Palace,  May  2,  i  8o8. 


Letter  written  by  Ferdinand  VII .  t» 
his  Father ,  in  anfwer  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding. 

My  honoured  Father  and  Lord  ; 

I  received  the  letter  that  your 
Majcfly  condefcended  to  write  to 
me,  dated  yeflerday,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  anfwer  all  the  parti¬ 
culars  with  that  moderation  and  re- 
fpeft  which  is  due  to  your  Majefly. 
— Your  Majefly  fpeaks,  in  the  firft 

place 
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place,  with  refped  to  the  alteration 
in  your  political  conduct  towards 
France,  after  the  peace  of  Bafle  ; 
and,  in  truth,  I  believe  there  is  no 
individual  in  Spain  who  has  com¬ 
plained  of  it ;  rather  all  were  una¬ 
nimous  in  phiifing  your  Majefty  for 
your  confidence  in,  and  fidelity  to 
the  principles  you  had  adopted. 
Mine,  in  particular*  were  entirely 
fimilar  to  yoitr  own  ;  and  I  have 
given  irrefragable  proofs  of  it  from 
the  moment  when  your  Majefty 
abdicated  the  throne  in  my  favour 
— Had  the  affair  of  the  Efcurial, 
which  your  Majefty  ftates,  origina¬ 
ted  in  thehatred  with  which  my  wife 
infpired  me  againft  France,  your 
minifters,  my  beloved  mother,  and 
your  royal  felf,  been  examined  with 
all  the  legal  forms*  it  would  have 
evidently  proved  the  contrary. 
Notwithftanding  I  had  not  the  leaft 
influence,  and  no  liberty  beyond  the 
(hew  of  it, — guarded,  as  I  was,  by 
domeftics  whom  you  put  round 
me ;  yet  the  eleven  counfellors 
chofen  by  your  Majefty  were  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion,  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  accufation,  and 
that  the  fuppofed  criminals  were 
innocent. — Your  Majefty  talks  of 
the  diftruft  created  by  the  entrance 
of  fo  many  foreign  troops  into 
Spain  5  and  that  if  your  Majefty 
recalled  from  Portugal  your  troops, 
and  united  thofe  that  were  in  Ma¬ 
drid,  at  Aranjuez,  and  its  neigh* 
bourhood,  it  was  not  to  abandon 
your  fubjeds,  but  to  fupport  the 
glory  of  the  throne.  Will  your 
Majefty  permit  me  to  call  to  your 
mind,  that  the  troops  of  a  friendly 
and  allied  power,  ought  not  to  be  a 
fubjed  of  alarm  :  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  ought  to  infpire  confi¬ 
dence  ?  Orders  had  been  ifl'ued  for 
the  departure  of  your  Majefty  and 
Vot.  L.  or  Vol,  VIII,  New 


the  royal  family  for  Seville,  and  the 
troops  were  intended  for  clearing 
the  way.  It  was  the  univerfal  per- 
fuafion  that  all  thefe  meafures  were 
taken  with  a  view  to  the  embark¬ 
ation  of  the  royal  family  for  Ame¬ 
rica.  Your  Majefty  publifhed  a 
manifefto  for  quieting  the  public 
mind  on  this  fubjed :  but  every 
preparation  was  made*  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  royal  family  would 
foon  be  feen  on  theco’aftsdf  Anda- 
lufia.  Let  the  queftidn  be  put  to 
the  emperor  Gf  the  French  ;  he  will, 
no  doubt,  repeat  that  he  wrote  to 
me  from  Vittoria;  that  the  objed 
he  had  in  view  was,  to  induce  your 
Majefty  to  make  forne  reforms  in 
the  ftate,  and  to  remove  from  his 
prefence  the  Prince  of  the  Peace, 
the  author  of  all  the  grievances. 

The  univerfal  enthufiafm  excited 
by  his  imprifonment  among  all  your 
fubjeds,  proves  the  truth  of  the 
emperor’s  affertion.  Your  Majefty 
knows  better  than  any  other  per- 
fon,  that  in  the  midft  of  the  whole 
commotion  at  Aranjuez,  there  was 
not  a  Angle  word  fo  much  as  whif- 
pered  againft  your  Majefty*  or  any 
of  the  royal  family :  that,  on  the 
contrary,  your  Majefty  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  demon  ft  ration  of 
the  llveliefl  joy,  and  proreftation  of 
the  livelieft  fidelity  to  youraugult 
perfon :  a  circumftance  which  na¬ 
turally  excited  wonder  in  all  the 
world,  and  in  none  more  than  my- 
felf,  when  your  Majefty  abdicated 
your  crown  in  my  favour*  For 
your  abdication  had  neither  beer* 
expeded  nor  folicited.  It  was  your 
Majefty  yourfelf  who  communicat¬ 
ed  your  abdication  to  all  your  mi¬ 
nifters,  enjoining  then*  at  the  fame 
time,  to  acknowledge  me  as  their 
Lord,  and  natural  fovereign.  Your 
Majefty  communicated  it  verbally 
ts.i£s f  #  Aa  to 
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to  the  corps  diplomatique,  declaring 
that  your  determination  was  fpon- 
taneous,  and  that  it  had  been  long 
fixed  :  you  yourfelf  made  it  known 
to  your  beloved  brother,  the  infant 
Don  Antonio;  obferving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  figning  of  that 
deed  of  abdication  was  the  mod 
pieafing  act  of  your  life.  In  fine, 
your  Majefty,  three  days  after¬ 
wards,  faid  to  me,  that  1  ought  not 
to  give  the  fmalleft  credit  to  any 
affertion  tending  to  perfuade  me 
that  your  abdication  was  not  fpon- 
taneous. 

My  fuppofed  hatred  of  France 
has  never  yet,  in  any  way,  been 
evinced  by  my  conduct ;  my  actions, 
of  which  I  (hall  now  give  a  very 
brief  account,  prove  quite  the  con¬ 
trary. 

Your  Majefty  had  no  fooner  ab¬ 
dicated  the  throne  in  my  favour, 
than  I  wrote  from  Aranjuez  feveral 
letters  tothe  emperor ofthe  French, 
which  are  io  many  proofs  that  my 
principles  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
relations  of  friendfhip  and  clofe 
alliance  which  happily  fubfift  be¬ 
tween  the  two  dates,  are  the  fame 
that  I  was  infpired  with  by  your 
Majefty,  and  which  your  Majefty 
has  invariably  followed.  My  going 
to  Madrid  proves  the  unbounded 
confidence  I  placed  in  his  imperial 
and  royal  Majefty  ;  for  prince  Mu¬ 
rat,  with  a  great  part  of  his  army 
having  entered  Madrid  the  day 
before,  and  there  placed  a  French 
garrifon,  this  was  in  a  manner 
putting  myfelf  into  his  hands. 
During  the  two  days  I  redded  in 
my  capital,  I  was  informed  of  the 
particular  correfpondence  which 
your  Majefty  kept  up  with  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  and  learnt 
that  you  had  demanded  for  me  as 
a  confer r  a  princefs  of  the  im¬ 


perial  family  ;  in  order  thereby  to 
ftrengthen  and  fecure  the  intimate 
alliance  and  union  that  ought  to 
fubfift  between  the  two  ftates.  In 
unreferved  and  perfect  conformity 
with  your  Majefty’s  principles 
and  wifties,  I  wrote  to  the  empe¬ 
ror,  demanding  that  princefs  in 
marriage. 

I  fent  a  deputation  to  Bayonne, 
to  pay  compliments  in  my  name  to 
his  imperial  and  royal  Majvfty  ; 
and  in  a  fhort  time  thereafter,  I 
engaged  my  dear  brother,  the  in¬ 
fant  Don  Carlos,  to  proceed,  in 
order  to  prefect  his  refpefts  to  the 
emperor  on  his  arrival  at  the  fron¬ 
tier.  Nor  was  this  all  ;  I  left 
Madrid  on  the  afturances  of  the 
imperial  ambaflador,  the  grand, 
duke  of  Berg,  and  general  Savary, 
who  had  juft  come  from  Paris,  and 
who  folicited  an  audience  for  the 
purpofe  of  declaring  to  me,  on  the 
part  of  the  emperor,  that  his  im¬ 
perial  Majefty  had  nothing  to  de¬ 
lire  of  me,  other  than  to  know, 
whether  I  was  to  adopt  the  fame 
fyftem  with  regard  to  France,  that 
had  been  followed  by  your  Ma¬ 
jefty.  That  in  this  cafe  he  would 
recognize  me  as  king  of  Spain,  and 
that  every  thing  eife  fhould  he 
forgotten.  Full  of  confidence  in 
thefe  promifes,  and  perfuaded  that 
I  fhould  meet  his  imperial  Majefty 
on  the  way,  I  arrived  in  this  city  ; 
and  on  the  very  day  of  my  arrival, 
propofitions  were  made  to  fome 
individuals  of  my  train,  wholly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  that  had  been  fo 
recently  communicated  to  me,  and 
which  neither  my  honour,  nor  con* 
fcience,  nor  duty,  permitted  me  to 
-accept  from  the  moment  the  cortes 
fwore  allegiance  to  me  as  their  lord 
and  their  fovereign ;  and  which', 
befides,  were  inconfiftem,  with  the 
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oath  I  took  when  I  accepted  the 
crown  which  your  Majefty  abdi¬ 
cated  in  my  favour.  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  how  any  letter?  of  mine  could 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  emperor, 
that  could  evince  my  hatred  againft 
France,  when  I  have  given  fo  many 
proofs  of  my  friendfhip  for  her, 
and  that  I  have  never  written  any 
thing  that  could  indicate  fuch  a 
difpofition. 

I  have  been  lately  fhewn  a  copy 
of  a  proteft  addrelfed  by  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  the  emperor,  intended  to 
eftablifh  the  nullity  of  your  abdi¬ 
cation.  And  yet,  fince  your  ar¬ 
rival  in  this  city,  when  I  queftioned 
your  Majefty  on  this  fubjeft,  you 
told  me  positively  that  your  abdi¬ 
cation  was  indeed  voluntary,  though 
you  had  not  a  mind  to  perfift  in  it. 
It  was  impofiible  to  know  your 
Majefty’s  intention  to  refume  the 
reins  of  government ;  you  exprefsly 
told  me,  on  the  contrary,  that  you 
would  neither  reign,  nor  return  to 
Spain.  In  the  letter  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  in  fupport  of  this,  I  fignified 
my  readinefs  to  refign  the  crown  to 
your  Majefty  on  the  aflembling  of 
the  cortes ;  and  if  they  fhould  not 
be  aflembled,  on  the  meeting  of  the 
deputies  and  council  of  the  king, 
dom,  not  that  1  deemed  this  necef- 
fary  to  the  validity  of  the  renun¬ 
ciation,  but  becaufe  I  thought  it  of 
utility,  for  the  prevention  of  thofe 
dangerous  innovations  which  often 
breed  divifions  and  complaints,  and 
in  order  that  every  thing  might  be 
done  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  your 
Majefty’s  dignity,  my  own  hon¬ 
our,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom. 

If  your  Majefty  does  not  think 
it  eligible  to  reign  in  perfon,  I  will 
condud  the  government,  either  in 
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your  Majefty’s  qame,  or  in  my 
own  ;  for  your  Majefty  cannot  be 
reprefented  by  any  other  perfon 
than  myfelf,  who  poflefles,  in  my 
favour,  the  decifton  of  the  laws, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people.  Farther 
ft  ill,  no  one  has  fo  great  an  infereft 
as  myfelf  in  the  profperity  of  Spain, 

I  again  declare  to  your  Majefty, 
that  in  the  prefent  circumftances, 
and  on  thefe  conditions*  I  am  ready 
to  accompany  your  Majefty  to 
Spain,  and  there  to  make  my  abdi¬ 
cation  in  the  form  I  have  juft: 
pointed  out.  With  regard  to  what 
your  majefty  has  laid  about  not 
returning  to  Spain,  I  conjure  you, 
with  tears  in  my  eyes,  in  the  name 
of  all  that  is  facred  in  heaven  or  on 
earth,  that  in  cafe  you  (hould  not 
chufe  to  re-afeend  the  throne,  you 
will,  neverthelefs,  not  abandon  a 
country  in  which  you  have  for  fo 
many  years  refided,  in  which  you 
may  chufe  whatever  fituation  may 
be  thought  moft  fuitable  to  your 
impaired  health,  and  where  you 
will  find  greater  tranquillity  of 
mind,  and  more  enjoyment  than  in 
any  orher. 

In  fine,  I  implore  ybur  Majefty, 
with  the  moft  tende?1  affedlion,  to 
confider  ferioufly  the  fituation  in 
which  you  now  {land,  and  to  re¬ 
flect,  that  the  queftion  now  to  be 
decided  is  nothing  lefs  than  whether 
our  dynafty  (hall  be  excluded  from 
the  throne  of  Spain,  and  that  of  the 
imperial  family  of  France  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  Head.  Such  a  ftep  your 
Majefty  cannot  take  without  the 
formal  confent  of  all  the  individuals 
who  erither  have  or  may  have, 
rights  of  fuccefiion  to  the  crown  j 
ftill  leJVwithout  the  confent  equally 
formal  of  the  Spanifti  nation  afi- 
fembl.ed  in  the  cortes,  in  a  place 
whether  the  public  voice  may  be 
An  freely 
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freely  raifed,  and  diftindly  heard. 
Beiides  this,  as  we  are  now  in  a 
Grange  land,  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  perfuade  any  one  that  our 
condud  was  free  from  conftraint. 
This  confideration  would  alone 
fuffice  to  annul  every  deed  of  ours, 
and  to  produce  the  mod  fatal  con- 
feq  uences. 

Before  concluding  this  letter, 
your  Ma jelly  will  permit  me  to 
fay,  that  the  counfellors  you  call 
perfidious,  never  induced  or  in¬ 
fluenced  me  ra  abate  of  that  love, 
refped,  and  fidelity,  which  I  have 
always  fhewn  for  your  Majefty’s 
perfon,  whom  I  pray  God  to  blefs, 
and  to  prefer  ve  to  the  moil  ad  vanced 
age.  I  throw  myfelf  at  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  feet,  and  am  your  Majefty's 
deyoted  fon, 

Ferdinand. 

Bayonne?  May  4,  1  So 8. 


Letter  from  the  King  Ferdinand \  to 
his  Father  Charles . 

Venerable  Father  and  Lord, 

On  the  firil  of  this  month  I  de- 
pofited  in  your  Majefty’s  royal 
hands  my  renunciation  of  the  crown 
in  your  Majefty’s  favour,  I  have 
confidered  myfelf  obliged  to  modify 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  beft  to  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  refped  I  owe  to 
•your  Majefty,  the  tranquillity  of 
my  Hates,  and  the  confervation  of 
my  own  honour  and  reputation.  I 
have  contemplated  with  great  af- 
tonifhment  the  indignation  excited 
in  your  Majefty's  breaft  by  modifi¬ 
cations  which  were  dictated  by  pru¬ 
dence,  and  fuggefted  by  the  afFec- 
»  lion  which  I  owe  to  my  fubjeds. 

Without  any  other  fubjed  of 


complaint,  your  Majefty  thought 
proper  to  infill t  me  in  the  prefence 
of  my  venerable  mother  and  of  the 
emperor,  by  appellations  the  rnoft 
humiliating  and,  not  content  with 
this,  you  require  my  renunciation 
without  any  conditions  or  reftric- 
tions,  under  pain  that  I  and  thofe 
who  c  Om  poled  my  council,  fhould 
be  treated  as  confpirators.  In  fuch 
a  fituation  of  things,  I  make  the 
renunciation  your  Majefty's  com¬ 
mands,  that  you  may  return  to  the 
government  of  Spain  in  the  fame 
Hate  in  which  you  was  on  the  19th 
of  March,  when  you  made  that 
fpontaneous  abdication  or  the  crown 
in  my  favour.  May  God  preferve 
your  Majefty's  valuable  life  for 
many  years  :  which  is  the  prayer 
of  your  dutiful  fon,  proftrate  at 
your  royal  feet. 

Bayonne ,  6th  May,  1808. 


ReJjgnation  of  the  Cronvn  of  Spain? 
by  King  Charles  IV.  and  the 
Prince  of  Afiurias. 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy,  and  protedor  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
and  Charles  IV.  king  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  animated  equally 
by  a  defire  to  put  an  end  to  the 
anarchy  to  which  Spain  is  a  prey, 
and  to  Have  that  brave  nation 
from  the  agitation  of  fadion, 
and  the  convulfions  of  civil  and 
foreign  war,  and  place  it  in  the 
foie  pofition  which  in  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  circumftances  in  which 
it  is  new  found,  can  maintain  its 
integrity,  guarantee  its  colonies, 
and  enable  it  to  unite  all  its 
means  to  thofe  of  France  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  maritime  peace ;  hare 

refolved 
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refolved  to  combine  all  their  ef¬ 
forts,  and  to  regulate  by  a  par¬ 
ticular  convention  iriterefts  fo 
dear  to  them,  to  this  effect  they 
have  appointed, — 

His  Majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  and  pro¬ 
testor  of  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  the  general  of  divifion 
Di  iroc,  grand  marfhal  of  the 
palace  ; 

His  Majefty  the  king  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  his  ferene  highnefs 
Manual  Godoy,  prince  of  the 
Peace,  count  of  Evora  Monte, 
who  after  having  exchanged 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
as  follows : — 

Art.  I.  Elis  Majefty  king  Charles 
having  during  his  whole  life  only 
had  in  view  the  happinefs  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  conftamly  adhering 
to  the  principle,  that  all  the  ads 
of  the  forereign  ought  folely  to  at* 
tend  to  that  objed  •  as  the  prefen t 
circumftances  can  only  be  a  fource 
of  diffenftons  the  more  fatal,  be- 
caufe  factions  have  divided  his  own 
family,  has  refolved  to  cede  and 
does  cede  by  thefe  prefents,  to  his 
Majefty  the  emperor  Napoleon,  all 
his  r  ghts  to  the  throne  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  as  the  only  means 
in  the  date  at  which  things  have 
arrived  which  can  re.eftablifh 
order :  it  being  always  underftood, 
that  the  faid  ceftion  only  takes  place 
in  order  that  his  fubjeds  may  en¬ 
joy  the  two  following  conditions : — 
i.  The  integrity  of  the  kingdom 
fhall  be  maintained.  2.  The  prince 
whom  his  Majefty  the  emperor 
Napoleon  fhall  judge  proper  to  be 
placed  on  the  throne  of  Spain  fhall 
be  independent,  and  the  limits  of 
$pain  fhall  undergo  no  alteration. 

|I.  The  catholic  apoftolic  and 
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Roman  religion  fit  all  be  the  only- 
one  in  Spain  ;  no  reformed  religion 
fhall  be  tolerated  there,  and  ftili 
lefs  infidelity,  according  to  the 
ufage  now  eftablifhed. 

III.  All  ads  contrary  to  thole 
of  our  faithful  fubjeds,  ft  nee  the 
revolution  of  Aranjuez,  are  null 
and  of  no  validity,  and  their  pro* 
perty  fhall  be  reftored  to  them. 

IV.  His  Majefty  king  Charles 
having  thus  fee u red  the  profperity, 
the  integrity,  and  the  independence 
of  his  fubjeds,  his  Majefty  the 
emperor  engages  to  give  an  afylum 
in  his  ftates  to  king  Charles,  to 
the  queen,  to  the  prince  of  peace, 
as  alfo  to  thofe  of  their  fervants, 
who  fhall  wifh  to  follow  them; 
who  fhall  enjoy  in  France  a  rank 
equivalent  to  that  which  they  pof- 
feffed  in  Spain. 

V.  The  imperial  palace  ofCom- 
peigne,  and  the  parks  and  forefts 
dependent  on  it,  fhall  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  king  Charles  during  his 
life, 

VI.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
gives  and  guarantees  to  king 
Charles,  a  civil  lift  of  80,000,000 
of  reals,  which  his  Majefty  the 
emperor  will  caufe  to  be  paid  him 
without  delay  every  month,  from 
the  treafury  of  the  crown. 

At  the  death  of  king  Charles  a 
revenue  of  2,000,000  fhall  form 
the  dowry  of  the  queen. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
Napoleon  engages  to  grant  to  all 
the  infantes  of  Spain  an  annual  rent 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  li  vres,  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them  and  their* de¬ 
fendants  in  perpetuity,  having- the 
revertibility  of  the  faid  rent  from 
one  branch  to  the  other,  in  cafe  of 
the  extindion  of  one  of  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  civil  laws.  In  cafe  of 
the  extindion  of  all  the  branches, 
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the  faid  rent  (hall  revert  to  the 
crown  of  France. 

VIII.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
Napoleon  (hall  make  fuch  arrange¬ 
ments  as  he  (hall  judge  proper 
with  the  future  king  of  Spain  (or 
the  payment  of  the  civil  lid,  and 
the  rents  fti  pula  ted  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  articles ;  but  his  Majefty  king 
Charles  IV.  is  underftood  to  have 
no  relation  with  refpebt  to  that 
object,  except  with  the  treafury  of 
France, 

IX.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
Napoleon  gives  in  exchange  to  his 
Majefty  king  Charles  the  caftle  of 
Chambord,  with  the  parks*,  forefts, 
and  farms,  dependent  on  it,  to  en¬ 
joy  in  full  propriety,  and  to  difpofe 
of  as  (hall  ieem  to  him  good. 

X.  In  conlequcnce  his  Majefty 
king  Charles  renounces  in  favour 
of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  all  the 
allodial  and  particular  property  not 
appertaining  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
bur  poffelTed  perfonaliy. 

The  infantes  of  Spain  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  the  revenues  of  the 
commanderies  they  polTefs  in  Spain. 

XI.  The  prefent  convention  (hall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged  within  eight  days,  or 
fooner  if  poflible. 

Done  at  Bajonnei  5,  1808. 

Du  ROC. 

The  Prince  of  the  Peace. 

*  -  ,  1  <  , 


His  Majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
french,  king  of  Italy,  and  pro¬ 
testor  of  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  and  his  royal  high- 
nefs  prince  of  Afturias,  having 
differences  to  regulate,  have  ap¬ 
pointed  for  theii  plenipotentiaries 
* — his  Majefty  the  emperor  of 
ihe  French  and  king  of  Italy, 


the  general  of  divifton  Duroc, 
grand  marftialof  the  palace;  and 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Afturias,  Don  Juan  d’Efoquitz, 
counfellorof  ftate  to  his  catholic 
Majefty  and  knight  grand  crofs 
of  the  order  of  Charles  III.  ; 
who,  after  having  exchanged 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
to  the  following  articles - 

Art.  I.  His  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Afturias  accedes  to  the 
cefiion  made  by  the  king  Charles 
of  his  rights  to  the  throne  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  in  favour  of  his 
Majefty  the  emperor  of  the  French 
and  king  of  Italy  ;  and  renounces 
as  much  as  may  be  neceftary  to  the 
rights  accruing  to  him  as  prince  of 
Afturias,  to  the  crown  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies. 

II.  His  Majefty  theemperprof 
the  French  and  king  of  Italy  grants, 
in  France,  to  his  royal  highnefs 
the  prince  of  Afturias,  the  title  of 
royal  highnefs,  with  all  the  honours 
and  prerogatives  which  the  princes 
of  his  blood  enjoyed.  The  defend¬ 
ants  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Afturias  fhall  pieferve  the  title 
of  princes,  that  of  moft  ferene  high¬ 
nefs,  and  fhall  always  hold  the  fame 
rank  as  the  princes  dignitaries  of 
the  empire. 

III.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
of  the  French  ai  d  king  of  Italy 
cedes  and  gives,  by  thefe  prefents, 
in  full  property,  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  the  prince  of  Afturias,  and  to 
his  defendants,  the  palaces,  and 
parks,  and  farms  of  Navarre,  and 
the  woods  dependent  on  them,  to 
the  amount  of  fifty  thoufand  acres, 
the  whole  iree  from  incumbrance, 
and  to  enjoy  in  full  property  from 
the  day  of  the  date  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 
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IV.  The  faid  property  (hall  pafs 
to  the  children  and  heirs  of  his 
royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias ;  in  default  .of  them,  to  the 
children  and  heirs  of  the  infante 
Don  Charles ;  in  default  of  them, 
to  the  defcendants  and  heirs  of  the 
infante  Don  Francifco*  and  finally, 
in  default  of  them,  to  the  children 
and  heirs  of  the  infante  Don  An¬ 
tonio.  Letters  patent  and  particular 
conferring  the  title  of  prince,  (hall 
be  made  out  to  him  of  thofe  heirs 
to  whom  the  faid  property  (hall 
revert. 

V.  His  Majefty  the  emperor  of 
the  French  and  king  of  Italy  grants 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Afturias  four  hundred  thoufand 
livres  of  appanage  rent  on  the  trea. 
fury  of  France,  and  payable  one- 
twelfth  part  every  month,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  himfelf  and  his  de- 
fcendanrs,  and  the  direfl  defcent 
of  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Afturias ;  failing  this,  the  appan¬ 
age  rent  (hall  pafs  to  the  infante 
Don  Charles,  hischildren  and  heirs ; 
and  they  failing,  to  the  infante 
Don  Francifco,  his  defcendants  and 
heirs. 

VI.  Independently  of  what  is 
ftipulated  in  the  preceding  articles, 
his  Majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
French  and  king  of  Italy  grants 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Allurias  a  rent  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  livres,  in  like  manner  on 
the  treafury,  to  be  enjoyed  during 
life.  The  half  of  the  faid  rent 
fhall  revert  to  the  princefs,  his 
confort,  if  (he  furvive  him. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  emperor 
©f  the  French  and  king  of  Italy 
grants  and  guarantees  to  the  infante 
Don  Antonio,  uncle  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Afturias, 
and  to  Don  Charles  and  Don  Fran- 
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eifeo,  the  brother  of  the  faid 
prince, 

i,.  The  title  of  royal  highnefs, 
with  all  the  honours  and  preroga¬ 
tives  which  the  princes  of  his  blood 
enjoy  ;  the  defcendants  of  their 
royal  highneftes  fhall  preferve  th« 
title  of  prince,  that  of  mod  ferene 
highnefs,  and  fhall  always  hold  the 
fame  rank  in  France  as  the  princes 
dignitaries  of  the  empire. 

2.  The  enjoyment  of  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  all  their  commanderies  in 
Spain  during  their  lives. 

3.  An  appanage  rent  of  font 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  them  and  their  heirs  in 
perpetuity,  it  being  always  under- 
llood  that  the  infantes  Don  Anto¬ 
nio,  Don  Charles,  and  Don  Fran¬ 
cifco,  dying  without  heirs,  or  their 
po (Verity  becoming  extinff,  the 
faid  appanage  rents  fhall  appertain 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Afturias,  or  to  his  defcendants  and 
heirs,  the  whole,  on  condition  that 
their  royal  highneftes  Don  Charles, 
Don  Antonio,  and  Don  Francifco, 
accede  to  the  prefen t  treaty. 

VIII.  The  prefent  treaty  (ball 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
,  exchanged  within  eight  days,  or 
fooner  if  pofiible. 

Bayonne ,  May  10,  180S. 

Duroc. 

JUAN  DE  EsCOQUIZ, 


King  of  Spam’s  Proclamations, 

The  king,  the  prince  of  Afturias, 
their  royal  highneftes  the  infants 
Don  Carlos,  and  Don  Antonio, 
abdicated  the  crown  and  their  right 
thereto,  by  the  following  docu¬ 
ments,  viz. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  give 
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my  beloved  fubje&s  this  la  ft  proof 
of  my  paternal  love.  Their  hap- 
pinefs,  tranquillity,  profperity,  and 
prefervation,  and  integrity  of  the 
dominions  that  Divine  Providence 
had  placed  under  my  fway,  have 
been  the  foie  objects  of  my  con- 
ftant  care  during  my  reign.  Every 
Hep  and  meafure  that  has  been 
adopted  fmce  my  exaltation  to  the 
throne  of  my  auguft  ancefcors  has- 
been  directed  to  thofe  juft  pur- 
pofes,  and  could  not  be  directed  to 
any  other.  This  day,  in  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  circumftances  in  which 
I  am  placed,  my  conference,  my 
honour,  and  the  good  name  I 
ought  to  leave  to  pofterity,  impe- 
rioufty  require  of  me,  that  the  lad 
ad  of  my  fovereignty  fhould  be 
folely  pointed  to  that  end,  viz.  to 
the  tranquillity,  profperity,  fecu- 
rity,  and  integrity  of  the  monarchy, 
xvhofe  throne  I  quit,  to  the  greateil 
happinefs  of  my  fabjecis  of  both 
hemifpheres,  Therefore,  by  a  treaty, 
figned  and  ratified,  I  have  ceded 
to  my  ally  and  dear  friend,  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  all  my 
rights  to  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
having  Stipulated  that  the  crown 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies  is  always 
to  remain  independent  and  entire, 
as  it  was  under  my  rule  ;  and  like- 
wife  that  our  holy  religion  is  not 
only  to  be  the  predominant  one  in 
Spain,  but  the  only  one  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  all  the  dominions  of  the 
monarchy.  Of  all  which  you  will 
take  due  notice,  and  communicate 
it  to  all  the  councils  and  tribunals 
of  the  kingdom,  chiefs  of  pro¬ 
vinces,  civil,  military,  and  eccle- 
fiaftical,  and  to  all  the  juft  ices  of 
diftritfts,  in  order  that  this  laft  a<ft 
of  my  fovereignty  may  be  notorious 
to  all  and  every  one  in  my  domi¬ 
nions  of  Spain  and  Indies ;  and  you 


are  all  to  concur  and  aftlft  in  car* 
rying  into  effect  the  difpofitions 
of  my  dear  friend  the  emperor 
Napoleon,  as  they  are  d i reefed  to 
prefer ve  the  peace,  friendfhip,  and 
union  between  France  and  Spain, 
avoiding  diforder  and  popular  com¬ 
motions,  the  effects  of  which  can 
only  be  havock  and  deftruftion  of 
families,  and  the  ruin  of  all. 

Given  in  Bayonne,  in  the  impe¬ 
rial  palace  of  the  government, 
the  8th  of  May  1808. 

I,  The  King, 


To  the  governor,  ad  interim, 
of  my  council  of  Caftile, 

Don  Fernando,  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  and  the  infants,  Don  Carlos 
and  Antonio,  grateful  for  the  love 
and  conftant  fidelity  that  all  Spa¬ 
niards  have  maoifefted  towards 
them,  with  the  moll  poignant  grief’, 
fee  them  in  the  prefent  day  plunged 
in  the  greater!  confuiion,  and  threat¬ 
ened  with  the  moll  direful  calamities 
refulting  therefrom,  and  knowing 
that  it  arifes  in  the  major  part  of 
them  from  the  ignorance  they  are 
in  of  the  caufes  of  the  conduct  their 
royal  highnetTes  have  hitherto  ob¬ 
served,  and  of  the  plans  now 
chalked  out  for  the  greateft  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  their  country,  they  can 
do  no  lefis  than  end  avour  to  un¬ 
deceive  them,  in  order  that  its 
execution  may  Suffer  no  impedi¬ 
ment  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
tefiify  to  them  the  ft  nee  re  a  ire  (ft  ion 
they  profefs  for  them.  They  cannot, 
confequentiy  avoid  man ife fling  to 
them,  that  the  circumftances  in 
which  the  prince,  by  the  abdica¬ 
tion  of  the  king  his  father,  took 
the  reins  of  government,  many 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  all 
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the frontier  garrifons  being  occupied 
by  a  great  number  of  French  troops, 
and  more  than  60,000  men  of  the 
fame  nation  fituated  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
many  other  data  that  no  other  per- 
fon  could  poflefs ;  all  confpired  to 
perfuade  them,  that  being  fur- 
rounded  by  rocks  and  quickfands, 
they  had  no  other  remedy  but  to 
chufe  among  many  evils,  the  one 
that  would  be  the  lead  productive 
of  calamity  c— — as  fuch,  they  fixed 
upon  a  journey  to  Bayonne. 

On  their  royal  highnefles’  arrival 
at  Bayonne,  the  prince,  then  king, 
unexpectedly  found,  that  the  king 
his  father  had  protefted  againft  his 
abdication,  pretending  it  had  not 
been  voluntary  $  not  having  ac¬ 
cepted  the  crown,  but  in  the  good 
faith  that  the  abdication  was  volun¬ 
tary,  he  had  fcarcely  afeer rained 
the  exifter.ee  of  the  proteft,  when 
through  filial  refpeCt  he  redored 
the  crown,  and  fnortly  after  the 
king  his  father  renounced  it  in  his 
'name,  and  in  that  of  all  tbedynady, 
in  favour  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  in  order,  that  looking  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  he  fliould 
eleCl  the  per  ion  and  dvnady  who 
are  to  occupy  it  hereafter. 

In  this  date  of  things,  their 
royal  highnefles  confidering  the 
fituation  they  are  in,  the  critical 
circumflances  of  Spain,  in  which 
all  the  efforts  of  its  inhabitants  in 
favour  of  their  rights  will  not  only 
be  ufelefs  but  mpurnfu],  as  they 
would  only  caufe  rivers  of  blood  to 
flow,  and  caufe  the  lofs  at  lead  of 
a  great  parr  of  the  provinces,  and 
of  all  their  ultra  marine  pofi'eflions ; 
and  reflecting  on  the  other  hand 
that  it  would  be  a  mod  efficacious 
remedy  againft  fo  many  evils  for 
each  of  their  royal  highnefles  to 
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adhere  by  himfelf  feparately,  to 
the  ceflion  of  their  rights  to  the 
throne,  already  made  by  the  king 
their  father ;  receding  alfo,  that 
the  faid  emperor  of  the  French 
binds  himfelf  in  this  cafe,  to  pre- 
ferve  theabfolute  independence  and 
integrity  of  the  Spaniih  monarchy, 
and  of  all  ultra-marine  pofiefiions, 
without  refer ying  to  himfelf,  or 
difmembering  the  lead  part  of  its 
dominions,  to  maintain  the  unity 
of  the  catholic  religion,  property, 
laws,  and  ufages,  which  he  fecures 
for  the  future,  and  on  a  found 
bafis ;  alfo  the  power  and  prof* 
perity  of  the  Spanifli  nation  *— r 
Their  royal  highnefles  believe  they 
give  the  g reared  proofs  of  their 
generofity,  love,  and  gratitude  fop • 
the  affeClion  they  have  experienced, 
in  facrificing  as  much  as  in  their 
power,  their  perfonal  intered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country,  adhering, 
as  they  have  done,  by  a  particular 
agreement,  to  the  ceflion  of  their 
rights  to  the  throne,  abfolving  all 
Spaniards  from  their  duty  in  this 
refpeCt, and  exhorting  them  to  look 
to  the  intered  of  their  country, 
remaining  tranquil,  and  expecting 
their  happinefs  from  the  fage  dif- 
pofition  and  power  of  the  emperor 
Napoleon,  and  by  {flowing  their 
readinefs  to  conform  thereto,  they 
will  give  their  prince  and  the  two' 
infants  the  greateft  teftimony  of 
their  loyalty,  as  their  royal  high¬ 
nefles  give  them  of  their  fatherly 
love  and  affection,  by  giving  up 
all  their  rights,  and  forgetting  their 
own  intereds  to  make  them  happy, 
which  is  the  foie  object  of  their 
w  iffles, 

J,  The  Prince, 

Carlos, 

Antonio. 

Bcurdeauxx  1  2th  May,  1  80S. 

TH  £ 
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THE  DECREE. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French , 

King  of  Italy ,  Protestor  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  of  the  Rhine ,  &c. 

The  king  and  the  princes  of  the 
ho  life  of  Spain  having  ceded  their 
rights  to  the  crown,  as  is  known 
by  their  treaties  of  the  5th  and 
10th  of  May,  and  by  their  procla¬ 
mations  publifhed  by  the  junta  and 
the  council  of  Caftile,  we  have  de¬ 
creed,  and  do  decree,  ordered,  and 
do  order,  as  follows : — - 

Art.  1.  The  aflembly  of  the  no¬ 
tables,  which  has  already  been  con¬ 
vened  by  the  lieutenant-general  of 
the  kingdom,  {hall  be  held  on  the 
j^th  of  June  at  Bayonne.  The 
deputies  fhall  be  charged  with  the 
Sentiments,  defires,  and  complaints 
of  thofe  they  reprefent  ;  and  alfo 
with  full  power  to  fix  the  bafis  of 
the  new  government  for  the  king¬ 
dom. 

II.  Our  coufin  the  grand  duke 
of  Berg  (hall  continue  to  fulfil  the 
functions  of  lieutenant-general  of 
the  kingdom. 

III.  The  minifiers,  the  council 
of  ftate,  the  council  of  Caftile, 
and  all  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  and  mi¬ 
litary  authorities  are,  as  far  as  is 
pequifite,  confirmed.  Juft  ice  fhall 
be  adminiftered  under  the  fame 
forms,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as 
ufual. 

The  council  of  Caftile  is  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  publication  of  this  de¬ 
cree,  and  with  the  affix  ng  it  on  all 
places  where  it  may  be  neceftary, 
that  no  one  may  pretend  ignorance 
pf  the  fame. 

Given  in  our  imperial  and  royal 
palace  at  Bayonne,  the  25th 
of  May,  1 80S. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 


PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  Spaniards. 

Spaniards !  After  a  long,  lin¬ 
gering  difeafe,  your  nation  funk 
into  decay.  I  have  feen  your  Suf¬ 
ferings;  I  will  relieve  them.  Your 
greatnefs  makes  a  part  of  mine. 
Your  princes  have  ceded  to  me  all 
their  rights  to  the  Spanifh  crown. 
I  will  not  reign  over  your  pro¬ 
vinces,  but  1  will  acquire  an  eternal 
right  to  the  love  and  gratitude  of 
your  pofterity.  Your  monarchy 
is  old  ;  it  muft  be  renovated,  that 
you  may  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a 
renovation  which  fhall  not  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  civil  war  or  defolation, 

Spaniards !  I  have  convened  a 
general  affembly  of  the  deputies  of 
your  provinces  and  towns,  that  I 
may  know  your  defires  and  wants. 
I  fhall  lay  down  my  rights,  and 
place  your  illuftrious  crown  upon 
the  head  of  one  who  refembles  me  ; 
Securing  you  a  conftitution  which 
will  unite  the  Salutary  power  of 
the  Sovereign  with  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  Spanifh  nation.— -It  is 
my  vvifh  that  my  memory  (hall  be 
blefled  by  your  lateft  pofterity, 
and  that  they  (hall  fay— he  was  the 
reftorer  of  our  country. 

Napoleon. 

Bayonne ,  May  25. 


Precautions  which  it  will  be  proper 
to  obferve  throughout  the  different 
Provinces  of  Spain ,  in  the  7ieceJJity 
to  which  they  have  been  driven  by 
the  French ,  of  r effing  the  unjuf 
and  violent  poffeffon  which  their 
armies  are  endeavouring  to  take  of 
the  kingdom . 

We  cannot  doubt  a  moment  of 
the  exertions  which  the  united  pro¬ 
vinces 
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vinces  of  Spain  would  make  to  ob- 
ilruft  and  defeat  the  malicious  de- 
figns  of  the  French,  and  that  they 
will  facrifice  even  their  lives  on 
this  occafion,  the  moll  important, 
and  even  unparalleled  in  the  hiilory 
of  the  nation,  both  in  the  thing 
itfelf,  and  in  the  horrible  means  of 
ingratitude  and  perfidy'  by  which 
the  French  have  undertaken,  pur- 
fued,  and  are  it  ill  endeavouring  to 
effeft  our  (la very  :* — 

1 .  Let  the  firfl  objeft  be  to  avoid 
all  general  aftions,  and  to  convince 
ourfelves  of  the  very  great  hazards, 
without  any  advantage,  or  even 
the  hope  of  ir,  to  which  they  would 
expofe  us.  The  reafons  of  this  rc- 
folution  are  many,  and  fuch  as  any 
one  will  difcover  who  has  the  ufe 
of  his  underflanding. 

2.  A  war  of  partizans  is  the  fyf- 
fem  which  fuits  us;  the  embar- 
. raffing  and  walling  the  enemy’s 
armies  by  want  of  provifions,  de- 
ilroying  bridges,  throwing  up  en¬ 
trenchments  in  proper  filiations, 
and  other  fmilar  means.  The 
filiation  of  Spain,  its  many  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  paffes  which  they 
prefent,  its  rivers  and  torrents,  and 
even  the  collocation  of  its  pro- 
%7incec,  invite  us  to  carry  on  this 
fpecies  of  warfare  fuc.cefs fully. 

3.  It  is  indifpenfable  that  each 
province  fhould  have  its  general, 
of  known  talents,  and  of  fuch  ex¬ 
perience  as  our  ftuation  permits, 
that  his  heroic  loyalty  fhould  in- 
fpire  the  utmolf  confidence,  and 
that  every  general  fhould  have  un¬ 
der  his  command  officers  of  merit, 
particularly  of  artillery  and  en¬ 
gineers. 

4.  As  a  combined  union  of  plans 
is  the  foul  of  every  well-concerted 
enterprize,  and  that  which  alone 
eian  promife  and  facilitate  a  fucceff- 


ful  iflue,  it  appears  indifpenfable 
that  there  fhould  be  three  genera- 
liffimos,  who  fhould  aft  in  concert 
with  each  other — one  who  fhould 
command  in  the  four  kingdoms  of 
Andalufia,  in  Murcia,  and  lower 
Eftremadura — another  in  Valencia, 
Arragon,  and  Catalonia ;  a  perfon 
of  the  greatefl  credit  being  appoint¬ 
ed  to  Navarre,  the  Bifcayan  pro¬ 
vinces,  Montanas,  Aflurias,  Rioja, 
and  the  north  of  Old  Caftile,  for 
the  purpofe  which  will  be  men¬ 
tioned  hereafter. 

c.  Each  of  thefe  generals  and 
generalifiimos  will  form  an  army 
of  veterans,  troops,  and  peasantry 
united,  and  put  himfeil  in  a  fitua, 
tion  to  undertake  enterprises,  and 
to  fuccour  the  moft  expofed  points, 
keeping  up  always  a  frequent  com¬ 
munication  with  the  other  genera¬ 
lifiimos,  in  order  that  all  may  aft 
by  common  accord,  and  afiiil  one 
another. 

6.  Madrid  and  la  Mancha  require 
an  efpecial  general,  to  concert,  and 
execute  the  enterprizes  which  their 
particular  local  fituation  demand. -r— 
His  only  objeft  mull  be  to  em- 
barrafs  the  enemy’s  armies,  to  take 
away  or  cut  off  their  provifions,  to 
attack  them  in  flank  and  rear,  and 
not  to  leave  them  a  moment  of  re- 
pofe.  The  courage  of  thefe  inha¬ 
bitants  is  well  known,  and  they 
will  eagerly  embrace  luch  enter¬ 
prizes  if  they  are  led  as  they 
fhould  be.  In  the  fucceffion  war 
the  enemy  entered  twice  into  the 
interior  of  the  kingdom,  and  eveq 
as  far  as  its  capital,  and  this  was 
the  caufe  of  their  defeat,  thejr  en¬ 
tire  ruin,  and  their  utter  failure  of 
fuccefs. 

7.  The  generalifiimos  of  the 
north  and  eafl  will  block  up  the 
entrances  to  the  provinces  under 
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their  command,  and  come  to  the 
pffiftance  of  any  one  that  may  be 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  to  prevent 
as  much  as  poftible  all  pillage,  and 
p refer ve  its  inhabitants  from  the 
deflation  of  war  ;  the  many 
mountains  and  defiles  which  are  on 
the  confines  of  thefe  provinces  being 
favourable  to  fuch  projects, 

3.  The  dedication  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  of  Navarre,  Bifcay,  and  the  reft 
of  this  department,  is  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  of  all,  in  which  he  will  be 
afiifted  by  the  generals  of  the  north 
and  eaft,  with  the  troops  and  other 
fuceours  which  he  {lands  in  need  of. 
His  whole  bufinefs  rnuft  be  to  fhut 
the  entrance  of  Spain  againft  frefn 
French  troops,  and  to  harafs  and 
deftroy  thofe  that  return  from  Spain 
to  France  by  this  point.  The  very 
rugged  local  fituation  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  will  be  of  frngular  advantage 
in  fuch  a  defign,  and  thefe  enter- 
prizes,  if  well  concerted,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  will  no  doubt 
be  fuccefsful ;  and  the  fame  may  be 
underftood  of  the  different  points 
by  which  the  French  troops  which 
are  in  Portugal  may  come  into 
Spain,  or  by  which  French  troops 
may  enter  through  Roufillon  into 
Catalonia,  lor  there  is  not  much  to 
be  apprehended  for  Arragon.  And 
even  from  Portugal  it  is  not  thought 
that  they  will  efcape,  on  account  of 
the  proclamations  which  have  been 
circulated  in  that  kingdom,  and  the 
hatred  that  they  before  bore  to  the 
f  tench  being  increafed  without 
meafure  by  the  innumerable  evils 
which  they  have  been  made  to  buf¬ 
fer,  and  the  cruel  oppreffion  in 
which  they  are  held  by  them. 

9.  At  the  fame  time  it  would  be 
very  proper  that  the  general iffirnos 
fhou].d  publifh  and  circulate  fre¬ 
quent  proclamations  among  ft  the 


people,  and  roufe  their  courage  and 
loyalty,  (hewing  them  that  they 
have  every  thing  to  fear  from  the 
horrible  perfidy  with  which  the 
French  have  dealt  with  Spain,  and 
even  with  their  king  Ferdinand 
Vi  I.;  and  that  if  they  rule  over 
us  all  is  loft,  king,  monarchy,  pro¬ 
perty,  liberty,  independence,  and 
religion  ;  and  that  therefore  it  is 
neceffary  to  facrifice  our  lives  and 
property  in  dewnce  of  the  king  and 
of  the  country,  and  though  our  lot 
(which  we  hope  will  never  come 
to  pafs)  fhould  deftine  us  to  be¬ 
come  Haves,  let  us  become  fo  fight¬ 
ing  and  dying  like  gallant  men, 
not  giving  up  ourfeives  bafely  to 
the  }  oke  like  fheep,  as  the  late  in¬ 
famous  government  would  have 
done,  and  fixing  upon  Spain  and 
her,  Sfiavery,  eternal  ignominy,  and 
di (grace.  France  has  never  domi¬ 
neered  over  us,  nor  fet  her  foot  in 
our  territory.  We  have  many 
times  maftered  her,  not  by  deceit, 
but  by  force  of  arms;  we  have  made 
her  kings  prifoners,  and  we  have 
made  the  nation  tremble — we  are 
the  fame  Spaniards,  and  France, 
and  Europe,  and  the  world  (hall  fee, 
that  we  are  not  lefs  gallant,  nor  lefs 
brave,  than  the  molt  glorious  of 
our  anceftors. 

10.  All  perfons  of  education  in 
the  provinces  fhould  be  ftimulated 
to  frame,  print,  and  publifh  fre¬ 
quent,  fhort  difeourfes,  in  order  to 
preferve  the  public  opinion,  and  the 
ardour  of  the  nation,  confuting  at 
the  fame  time  the  infamous  diaries 
of  Madrid,  which  the  bafenefs  of 
the  late  government  has  permitted 
and  ft  ill  permits  to  be  publifhed  in 
Madrid  itfelf,  and  has  caufed  to  be 
circulated  abroad,  detecting  their 
falfehoods  and  continual  contra¬ 
dictions  ;  let  them  cover  with 
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fhame  the  miferable  authors  of  thofe 
diaries,  and  fometimes  extend  their 
remarks  to  thofe  Charlatans,  the 
French  gazetteers,  and  even  to 
their  Moniteur  ;  and  let  them  dis¬ 
play  and  publifh  to  Spain,  and  to 
all  Europe,  their  horrible  falfe- 
hoods  and  venal  praifes,  for  they 
afford  abundant  matter  for  fuch  a 
work.  Let  all  fuch  perverted  minds 
tremble  at  Spain,  and  let  France 
know  that  the  Spaniards  have  tho¬ 
roughly  penetrated  their  defigns, 
and  therefore  it  is  that  they  juftiy 
deted  and  abominate  them,  and  that 
they  will  fooner  lay  down  their 
lives  than  fubmit  to  their  inquitous 
and  barbarous  yoke* 

1 1.  Care  fhall  be  taken  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  nation,  and  to  convince 
them  that  when  freed,  as  we  trud 
to  be,  from  this  civil  war,  to  which 
the  French  have  forced  us,  and 
when  placed  in  a  fate  of  tranquil¬ 
lity,  our  lord  and  king  Ferdinand 
VII.  being  reftored  to  the  throne, 
under  him  and  by  him,  the  Cortes 
will  be  affembled,  abufes  reformed, 
and  fuch  laws  fhall  be  enacted  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  time  and 
experience  may  dictate  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  and  happinefs.  Things 
which  we  Spaniards  know  how  to 
do,  which  we  have  done  as  well  as 
other  nations,  without  any  necef- 
fity  that  the  vile  French  come  to 
indruft  us,  and,  according  to  their 
cuftom,  under  the  mafk  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  wifhes  for  our  happinefs, 
fhould  contrive,  for  this  alone  they 
are  contriving,  to  plunder  us,  to 
violate  our  women,  to  affaffinate 
us,  to  deprive  us  of  our  liberty,  our 
laws,  and  our  king,  to  feoff  at  and 
deftroy  our  holy  religion,  as  they 
have  hitherto  done,  and  will  always 
continue  to  do  fo,  as  long  as  that 
fpirit  of  perfidy  and  ambition  which 


oppreffes  and  tyrannizes  over  them 
fhall  endure. 

Juan  Baptista  Pardo, 

Secretary* 

By  order  of  the  Supreme  Junta. 


Addrefa  of  the  Spaniards  to  the 
French  foldien. 

Frenchmen  ! — You  poflefs  no 
longer  either  laws  or  liberty,  nor 
any  good  whatever;  with  If  reams 
of  blood  filed  by  yourfelves  and 
your  children,  you  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  enilave  Europe.  A  fami¬ 
ly  not  French  reigns  over  you,  and 
feveral  European  nations,  without 
the  lead  benefit  to  France,  or  any 
other  people.  Spain,  your  condant 
ally,  has  contributed,  you  know, 
by  a  variety  of  means,  to  your 
triumphs  ;  and  yet  fhe  has  been 
defpoiled  of  her  laws,  her  monarch, 
and  greatnefs  ;  her  very  religion 
is  threatened  ;  and  all  this  has 
hitherto  been  achieved,  not  by  gal¬ 
lantry  and  valour,  but  by  treachery 
and  fraud,  in  which  you  are  forced 
to  co-operate  ;  your  valiant  arms 
are  defiled  ;  you  are  made  to  affift 
in  deeds  of  infamy,  inconfident, 
with  your  generous  character,  and 
with  the  name  of  the  great  nation, 
which  you  have  acquired. 

Frenchmen  !  the  Spanifli  nation, 
your  ally  and  generous  friend,  in¬ 
vites  you  to  withdraw  from  ban¬ 
ners,  which  are  dedined  to  enilave 
all  nations,  and  to  enlid  under 
our’s,  which  are  raifed  for  the  bed 
of  caufes,  to  defend  our  laws  and 
our  king,  whereof  we  have  been 
robbed,  not  by  force  of  arms,  but 
by  fraud,  treachery,  and  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  the  deeped  dye.  We  all 
will  die,  and  you  fhall  die  with  us 
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to  wipe  off  the  ftain  which  will 
otherwife  indelibly  difgrace  your 
nation.  The  Spaniards  tender  you 
the  juft  reward  for  fuch  an  aftion  ; 
with  open  arms  will  they  receive 
you,  and  fight  by  your  fide  ;  and 
when  the  war  fh all  be  terminated 
with  that  fuccefs  which  they  have 
every  reafon  to  expert  land  fhall 
be  given  you,  which  you  may  cul¬ 
tivate  unmolefted,  and  pafs  your 
remaining  days  amidft  a  nation 
which  loves  and  refpedls  you,  and 
where  impartial  juftice  fhall  incor- 
ruptibly  proteft  all  your  fair  en¬ 
joyments. 

Italians,  Germans  of  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  that  great  nation,  Poland- 
e'rs,  Swifs,  and  ye  all  who  com- 
pofe  the  armies  called  French,  will 
you  fight  for  him,  who  opprefifed 
and  defpoiled  you  of  what  you 
held  moft  facred  ;  for  him,  who 
has  dragged  you  from  your  families 
and  hopes,  robbed  you  of  your  pro¬ 
perty,  your  wives,  your  children, 
your  native  country,  which  he  has 
enflaved  ?  And  will  you  fight  againft 
a  nation,  generous  like  the  Spanifti, 
from  whom  you  experienced  the 
kindeft  reception,  which  loves  you 
with  the  tendered  attachment,  and 
which  at  the  zenith  of  its  glory 
and  dominion  refpe&ed  your  rights, 
becaufe  it  looks  upon  all  men  as 
brethren  ?  Will  you  fight  againft 
a  nation,  which  it  is  intended  to 
fubdue  and  enflave,  not  by  dint  of 
arms,  as  brave  men  would  do,  but 
under  the  cloak  of  alliance  and 
friendfhip,  by  fraudulent  treachery,, 
deteftable  and  horrid  beyond  anv 

•  j 

precedent  in  hiftory,  even  among 
barbarous  nations  ?  We  hope  you 
will  not.  Come  to  us,  and  you 
fhall  meet  with  valour,  generofity, 
and  true  honour.  We  tender  the 
fame  rewards  to  you  as  to  the 

«y 


French  ;  and  we  truft,  you  and 
your  pofterity  will  enjoy  them  in 
happinefs  and  peace. 

Don  J.  B.  Esteller,  ill  Sec, 
Don  J.  B.  De  Pedro,  2d  Sec, 
Seville ,  May  29. 


Proclamation  of  the  Supreme  funta 
at  Seville . 

Seville  could  not  refill  the  im- 
pulfe  of  her  heroic  loyalty,  of 
which  fhe  has  fet  the  example  in 
all  ages.  The  king,  to  whom  we 
all  fwore  allegiance  with  emotions 
of  joy,  unprecedented  in  hiftory, 
has  been  decoyed  from  us.  The 
fundamental  laws  of  our  monarchy 
are  trampled  under  foot  ;  our  pro¬ 
perty,  our  cuftoms,  our  wives — 
all  which  the  nation  holds  moft: 
dear,  is  threatened  with  imminent 
danger.  Our  holy  religion,  our 
only  hope,  is  doomed  to  perdition, 
or  will  be  reduced  to  mere  external 
appearances,  without  fupport  and 
without  proteflion.  And  all  this  is 
done  by  a  foreign  power,  not  by 
dint  of  arms,  but  by  deceit  and 
treachery,  by  taking  advantage  of 
our  good  nature  and  by  converting 
the  very  perfons  who  call  them- 
felves  the  heads  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  into  inftruments  of  rhofe 
atrocious  afls  ;  perfons  who  either 
from  the  bafenefs  of  their  fenti- 
menrs,  from  lhamefui  fear,  or  per¬ 
haps  from  other  motives,  which 
time  or  juftice  will  unfold,  befitate 
not  to  facrifice  their  country.  It 
therefo  re  become  neceffary  to  break 
the  fhackles  which  prevented  the 
Spanifti  from  difplaying  that  ge¬ 
nerous  ardour  which  in  all  ages 
has  covered  them  with  glory  ;  that 
noble  courage,  with  which  they 
have  always  defended  the  honour 

of 


STATE  PAPERS.  *367 


of  the  nation,  their  laws,  their  mo- 
narchs,  and  their  religion. 

The  people  of  Seville  joined  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  27th  May  ;  and, 
through  the  medium  of  all  their 
magiftrates,  of  all  their  conllituted 
authorities,  perfectly  united,  and  of 
the  mod  refpedable  individuals  of 
every  rank  and  defcription,  this 
ftipreme  council  of  government 
was  formed,  inverted  with  all  ne- 
ceffary  powers,  and  charged  to  de¬ 
fend  the  country,  the  religion,  the 
laws,  and  the  king.  We  accept 
the  heroic  truft  ;  we  fwear  to  dif- 
charge  it,  and  reckon  on  the 
ftrength  and  energy  of  the  whole 
aation.  We  have  again  proclaimed 
don  Ferdinand  VII.  our  king, 
again  we  fwore  allegiance  to  him, 
fwore  to  die  in  his  defence, — and 
this  was  the  fignal  of  happinefs  and 
union,  and  will  prove  fo  to  all 
Spain. 

A  council  of  government  had 
fcarce  been  formed,  when  it  vio¬ 
lated  the  mort  facred  laws  of  the 
realm.  A  prefident  was  appointed 
without  any  authority  whatever, 
and  who,  had  he  pofleffed  any  law¬ 
ful  title,  haftened  to  forfeit  it.  In 
addition  to  his  being  a  foreigner, 
which  tvas  a  legal  objedion  to  his 
promotion,  he  aded  with  the  ut- 
moft  duplicity,  and  Co  operated  for 
the  deftrudion  of  the  very  mo¬ 
narchy,  from  whom  he  received 
his  appointment,  and  of  the  laws, 
which  alone  could  fandion  his 
authority.  Under  thefe  circum- 
rtances  we  could  not  reftrain  our 
loyalty,  and  much  lefs  could  we 
violate  the  facred  engagements, 
which  we  had  before  con t rafted, 
as  Spaniards,  as  fubjeds,  as  Chrif- 
tians,  as  freemen,  independent  of 
all  foreign  au:hority  and  power. 

Nor  could  the  authority  of  the 


firft  tribunal  of  the  nation,  the 
council  ,  of  Caftile,  check  or  con- 
troul  our  exertions.  The  weaknefs 
of  that  council  became  obvious 
from  the  wavering  and  contra- 
didory  proceedings  it  adopted. 
The  mort  momentous  and  mort 
critical  lituation  in  which  the  na¬ 
tion  ever  hath  been  placed,  and  in 
which  the  council  fhould  have  dis¬ 
played  that  heroic  firmnefs,  with 
which  numberlefs  motives  and  its 
own  honour  compelled  it  to  ad. 
The  order  tamely  to  fubmit  to,  and 
circulate  and  obey  the  ad  of  abdi¬ 
cation  in  favour  of  a  foreign  prince, 
was  the  confummation  of  its  weak¬ 
nefs,  perhaps  of  its  infamy,  for 
that  ad  was  evidently  void  and  il¬ 
legal  from  want  of  authority  in 
him  who  made  it,  becaufe  the  mo¬ 
narchy  was  not  his  own,  nor  was 
Spain  compofed  of  animals  fubjed 
to  the  abfolute  controul  of  their 
rulers  ;  his  acceffion  to  the  throne 
was  founded  on  his  royal  defcent, 
according  to  his  own  confeffion, 
and  on  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
realm,  which  invariably  regulate 
the  hereditary  fucceffion,  and  with 
regard  to  which  the  council  is  not 
inverted  with  any  other  power  than 
the  facred  duty  to  enforce  their 
obfervance.  It  is  void  on  account 
of  the  Hate  of  violence  and  oppref- 
fion  in  which  it  was  made,  and 
which  is  far  more  evident  than  the 
abdication  itfelf ;  it  is  void  becaufe 
the  publilbed  ad  of  abdication  of 
king  Ferdinand  VII.  and  of  his 
uncle  and  brother  was  made  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  violence  and  com- 
pulfion,  as  is  exprefsly  declared  in 
the  very  ad  of  abdication  ;  it  is 
void,  becaufe  many  royal  perfon* 
ages,  pofleffed  of  the  right  to  claim 
the  crown,  have  nor  relinquifhed 
that  claim,  but  preferve  it  entire. 

Add 
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Add  to  this  the  horrid  treachery 
which  has  been  employed  to  facri- 
fice  and  degrade  the  Spanifh  nation. 
It  is  to  our  alliance  and  our  facri- 
fice  that  the  French  are  indebted 
for  what  they  call  their  triumphs  f 
France  withdrew  our  gallant  troops 
irom  their  native  land,  and  fent 
them  to  the  moft  diftant  countries  ; 
£he  made  them  fight  for  her  inte- 
refts,  without  having  any  occafion 
for  them,  for  the  obvious  purpofe 
of  weakening  us,  and  defpoiling  us 
of  our  ftrength.  Her  armies  after¬ 
wards  entered  Spain*  under  con” 
tinual  profeffions  of  an  anxious 
defire  to  promote  our  profperitv, 
and  under  the  pretext  of  co-ope¬ 
rating  in  expeditions  againft  an 
enemy,  of  whom  no  farther  men¬ 
tion  is  made.  The  people,  by  a 
generous  effort,  prevented  the  de¬ 
parture  of  their  king,  a  meafure 
which  the  French  fhould  have 
hailed  with  fhouts  of  joy  ;  but  far 
Irom  fo  doing,  they  kept  a  pro¬ 
found  filence  with  regard  to  that 
departure,  and  what  is  ftill  more, 
converted  it  into  a  motive  to  op- 
prefs  us.  France  affedled  to  per¬ 
ceive  divifions  in  the  nation  which 
did  not  exift  ;  the  Spanifh  nation 
having  never  been  more  united  in 
the  love  and  defence  of  its  king. 
The  latter  was  decoyed  into  the 
French  territory  by  deceitful  infi- 
fiuations  and  profeffions ;  with  a 
degree  of  generofity,  of  which  per¬ 
haps  there  does  not  exift  a  prece¬ 
dent,  the  king,  with  implicit  re¬ 
liance  on  thofe  vain  profeffions, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the 
French,  who  with  the  bafeft  trea¬ 
chery,  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  civilized  nations,  madehim  their 
prifoner,  treated  him  in  a  manner 
the  mo  ft  difrefpe&ful,  and  forced 
him  to  the  deeds  of  horror,  which 


all  Europe  has  witneffed  with  af~ 
tonifhment,  and  every  Spaniard! 
with  indignation  and  the  molt 
poignant  grief.  In  a  manner 
equally  deceitful  they  invited  the 
royal  parents  *  *  he  if  country,  and 
compelled  tl  to  unjuft  and  il¬ 
legal  adts  ;  adts  which  muft  hand 
down  their  memory  to  the  lateft 
pofterity  branded  with  difgrace  : 
they  alfo  dragged  away  the  reft  of 
the  royal  perfonages,  to  whom 
their  tender  age  would  have  proved 
an  inviolable  fnield,  even  among 
the  molt  barbarous  nations. 

The  French  ruler  fummoned  the 
Spanifh  nation  before  him ;  he 
chofe  fuch  deputies  as  beft  fuited 
his  purpofe ;  in  a  defpotic  manner 
of  election  of  other  deputies,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  deliberate  in  a  foreign 
Country  on  the  moft  facred  intereft 
of  the  nation,  while  he  publicly 
declared  a  private  and  refpedlful 
letter,  written  to  him  by  Ferdinand 
the  feventh,  at  the  time  when  he 
was  prince  of  Afturias,  a  criminal 
performance,  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  fovereignty,  although  the  fame 
foreigner,  who  now  affedts  to  con- 
fider  it  as  an  offence,  perhaps  in¬ 
duced  him  to  write  it.  It  is  indeed 
a  heinous  offence,  it  is  rebellion, 
when  an  independent  nation  fub- 
mits  to  the  controul  of  a  foreign 
prince,  and  difeuffes  in  his  pre« 
fence  and  under  his  decifion  its 
moft  facred  rights  and  public  wel¬ 
fare  ;  and  neither  Seville,  nor  any 
Spaniard,  will  lower  himfelf  to  a 
degree  of  difloyalty  and  meannefs, 
which  could  induce  him  to  a  rebel¬ 
lion  fo  atrocious,  that  even  flaves 
would  fcorn  to  difgrace  themfelves 
by  deeds  of  infamy  like  this. 

He  has  reforted  to  many  other 
indecorous  means  to  deceive  U3* 
He  has  diftributed  feditious  libeb 
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to  corrupt  the  public  opinion,  in 
which  under  the  Hrongefl  profef- 
lions  of  refpedl  for  the  laws,  and 
for  religion,  he  infuks  both,  leaves 
no  means  untried,  however  infa¬ 
mous  they  may  be,  to  bend  our 
necks  under  an  iron  yoke,  and 
make  us  his  Haves.  He  carries  his 
audacity  and  deceit  the  length  of 
alluring  the  public,  in  one  of  his 
libellous  publications,  that  the  fu- 
preme  pontiff  and  vicar  of  Jefus 
Chrift  approves  and  fanftions  his 
proceedings,  while  it  is  notorious, 
that  in  fight  of  all  Europe  he  has 
defpoiled  him  of  his  dominions,  . 
and  forced  him  to  difmifs  his  car¬ 
dinals,  in  order  to  prevent  him 
from  directing  and  governing  the 
whole  church,  in  the  manner 
fan&ioned  by  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift. 

Spaniards,  every  confideration 
calls  on  us  to  unite  and  fruftrate 
views  fo  atrocious.  No  revolution 
exifts  in  Spain;  nor  did  we  de¬ 
clare  war  againft  any  power  ;  our 
foie  object  is  to  defjt  What  we 
hold  moft  facred,  agairilt*him,  who, 
under  the  cloak  of  alliance  and 
friendfhip,  intended  to  wreft  it 
from  us,  and  who,  we  have  reafon 
to  fear,  will  defpoil  us,  without 
lighting,  of  our  laws,  our  mo- 
narchs,  and  our  religion.  Let  us, 
therefore,  facrifice  every  thing  to 
a  caufe  fo  juft,  and  if  we  are  to  lofe 
our  all,  let  us  lofe  it  fighting,  and 
as  brave  men. 

Join  us,  therefore,  all ;  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  ready  to  take  up  arms;  let 
us  commit  to  the  wifeft  among  us 
in  all  the  provinces  of  Spain  the 
important  truft  to  preferve  the 
public  opinion,  and  refute  thofe  in- 
folent  libels  replete  with  the  moft 
atrocious  ialfehoods.  Let  every 
one  combat  in  his  way  ;  and  let 
.  Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  S 


even  the  church  of  Spain  incef- 
fantly  implore  the  affiftance  of  the 
God  of  hofts,  whofe  protedion  is 
fecured  to  us  by  the  evident  juftice 
of  our  caufe. 

And  what  do  you  fear  ?  There 
is  not  in  Spain  the  number  of  the 
enemy’s  troops  which  they  pro¬ 
claim  in  order  to  intimidate  us. 
Thofe  who  occupy  part  of  our 
country  are  compofed  of  different 
nations,  dragged  into  fervice,  and 
who  anxioufty  defire  to  break 
their  chains.  The  pofitions  they 
have  taken  are  exactly  thofe  in 
which  they  can  be  conquered  and 
defeated  in  the  e  a  fie  ft  manner. 
They  are  befides  weak  and  difmay- 
ed,  becaufe  the  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt  makes  a  coward  of  the  brav- 
eft  man. 

All  Europe  will  applaud  our  ef¬ 
forts,  and  haften  to  our  affiftance. 
Italy,  Germany,  and  the  whole 
North,  which  fufrer  under  the  def- 
potifrn  of  the  French  nation,  will 
eagerly  avail  themfelves  of  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  held  out  to 
them  by  Spain,  to  fhake  off  their 
yoke  and  recover  their  liberty, 
their  laws,  their  monarchs,  and  all 
they  have  been  robbed  of  by  that 
nation.  France  hcrfelf  will  haften 
to  erafe  the  ftain  of  infamy  which 
Hiuft  cover  the  tools  and  inftru- 
ments  of  deeds  moft  treacherous 
and  heinous.  She  will  not  Hied 
her  blood  in  fo  vile  a  caufe.  She 
has  already  fuffered  too  much  un¬ 
der  the  idle  pretext  of  a  peace 
and  happinefs,  which  never  came, 
and  can  never  be  attained  but  under 
the  empire  of  reafon,  peace,  reli¬ 
gion  and  laws,  and  in  a  ftate  where 
the  rights  of  other  nations  are  re- 
fpc&ed  and  obferved. 

Spaniards,  your  native  country, 
your  property,  your  laws,  yourli. 
erxes.  *  B  b  bertv. 
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berty,  your  kings,  your  religion, 
nay  your  hopes  in  a  better  world, 
which  that  religion  alone  can  de- 
vife  to  you  and  your  defcendants, 
are  at  hake,  expofed  to  great  and 
imminent  danger. 

By  command  of  the  fupreme 
council  of  government. 

J.  B.  Estelle r,  Sec. 

J.  Pardo,  Sec. 

Seville)  June  2,  1 8o8. 


Declaration  of  War  ag.>,  inf  I  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  France ,  Napoleon  the 
Firfl, 

.Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  King  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  in  his 
name,  to  the  Supreme  Junta  of 
both. 

France,  trader  the  government 
of  the  emperor  Napoleon  the  Firft, 
has  violated  towards  Spain  the 
rnoft  facred  compares- — has  arrefled 
her  monarch — obliged  him  to  a 
forced  and  manifeftly  void  abdica* 
tion  and  renunciation  ;  has  behav¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  violence  towards 
the  Spanifh  nobles  whom  he  keeps 
in  his  power — has  declared  that  he 
will  eledl  a  king  of  Spain,  the  moll  • 
horrible  attempt  that  is  recorded  in 
h'flory — has  lent  his  troops  into 
Spain,  feized  her  fort  relies  and  her 
capital,  and  fcattered  her  troops 
throughout  the  country— has  com¬ 
mitted  sgainft  Spain  all  forts  of 
aflaffinations,  robberies,  and  un¬ 
it  e  a  rd- of  cruelties  ;  and  this  he  has 
done  with  the  moil  enormous  in. 
gratitude  to  the  fervices  which  the 
Spa rrfh  nation  has  rendered  France, 
to  the  friendfhip  it  has  fhewn  her, 
thus  treating  it  with  the  moll 
dreadful  perfidy,  fraud  and  trea¬ 
chery,  fuch  as  was  never  commit¬ 
ted,  againft  any  nation  oe,  monarch. 


by  the  mofl  barbarous  or  ambi¬ 
tious  king  or  people.  He  has,  in 
fine,  declared,  that  he  will  trample 
down  our  monarchy,  our  funda¬ 
mental  laws,  and  bring  about  the 
ruin  of  our  holy  catholic  religion. 
— The  only  remedy,  therefore,  for 
fuch  grievous  ills,  which  are  fo  ma« 
nifell  to  all  Europe,  is  in  waf, 
which  we  declare  a<>;ainft  him. 

In  the  name  therefore  of  our 
king,  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and 
of  ail  the  Spanifh  nation,  we  de¬ 
clare  war,  by  land  and  fea,  againft 
the  emperor  Napoleon  the  Firft, 
and  againft  France  ;  we  are  de¬ 
termined  to  throw  off  her  domi¬ 
nation  and  tyranny,  and  command 
all  Spaniards  to  ad  hoftilely  againft 
him,  to  do  him  all  pofiible  damage 
according  to  the  laws  of  war,  to 
place  an  embargo  upon  all  French 
fhips  in  our  }>orts,  and  all  property 
and  efte&s,  in  whatever  part  of 
Spain  they  may  be,  whether  be¬ 
longing  to  the  government  or  to 
the  individuals  of  that  nation.  Is 
the  fame  manner  we  command, 
that  no  embarraftment  nor  molef, 
tation  be  done  to  the  Engliih  na* 
tion,  nor  its  government,  nor  it# 
fhips,  property,  or  effeds,  nor  any 
individual  of  that  nation;  we  de¬ 
clare  that  there  (hall  be  open  and 
free  communication  with  England  ; 
that  we  have  contraded,  and  will 
keep,  an  armiftice  with  her  ;  and 
that  vve  hope  to  conclude  a  durable 
and  lading  peace. 

Moreover,  we  proteft  we  will 
not  lay  down  our  arms  till  the  em¬ 
peror  Napoleon  the  Firft  has  re- 
ftored  to  Spain  our  king,  Ferdinand 
the  Seventh,  and  the  reft  of  the 
royal  family,  and  has  refpeded  the. 
rights  of  the  nation  which  he  has 
violated,  as  well  as  her  liberty, 
integrity,  and  independence.  And 
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this  we  declare  with  the  under. 
Handing  and  accordance  of  the 
Spanifh  nation. 

We  command  that  the  prefent 
folemn declaration  be  printed,  poll¬ 
ed,  and  circulated,  among  all  the 
people  and  provinces  of  Spain  and 
America,  that  it  maybe  known  in 
Kurope,  Africa,  and  Afia. 

Given  in  the  royal  palace  of 
Aleazar,  at  Seville,  this  6th  of 
June,  1808. 

By  order  of  the  Supreme  Junta 
of  government. 

Manuel  Maria  Aguilar,  Sec. 
Juan  Baptista  Pardo,  Sec. 


Sketch  of  Napoleon’s  Nevo  Confuta¬ 
tion  for  Spain . 

Title  I.— Art.  i.—The  Catho- 
lic-Apoftolic  and  Komilh  religion 
is  the  predominant  and  foie  religion 
of  Spain  and  its  dominions ;  none 
other  (hall  be  tolerated. 

Title  II.— Art.  2. — -Prince  Jo- 
feph  Napoleon,  King  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  is  King  of  Spain  and  the 
Indies.  —  3.  The  crown  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  lhall  be  hereditary 
in  the  male  ilfue  lawfully  begotten 
of  the  body  of  the  faid  prince,  ac¬ 
cording  to  feniority  of  birth,  to 
the  perpetual  exclusion  of  females. 
— In  default  of  fuch  ilfue  male, 
lawfully  begotten  of  the  prince 
Jofeph  Napoleon,  the  crown  of 
Spain  lhall  defeend  to  us  and  our 
heirs  male,  and  legal  fuccelfors, 
either  of  our  body,  or  by  adop¬ 
tion. — In  default  of  fuch  our  male 
defeend  ants  and  lawful  fuccelfors, 
to  defeend  to  the  ilfue  male  and 
lawful  fuccelfors  of  prince  Louis 
Napoleon,  king  of  Holland.-*-* 
And  in  default  of  fuch  male  de¬ 
fendants  and  lawfal  fuccelfors  of 
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prince  Louis  Napoleon,  to  the 
ilfae  male,  and  lawful  fuccelfors 
of  prince  Jerome  Napoleon,  king 
ofWeftphalia. — And  in  default  of 
thefe,  to  the  firft  born  fon,  before 
the  death  of  the  laft  king,  of  the 
cldeft  daughter  of  thofe  who  have 
male  ilfue,  and  to  his  male  defeend- 
ants  and  lawful  fuccelfors  ;  and  in 
cafe  the  laft  king  Ihould  not  have 
nominated  that  one  of  his  daugh¬ 
ters  who  has  male  ilfue,  then  to 
him  whom  he  lhall  appoint  by  his 
will,  either  among  his  relations, 
or  among  thofe  whom  he  lhall 
deem  moll  worthy  to  rule  over 
Spain.  This  nomination  lhall  be 
delivered  to  the  cortes  for  their 
acceptance.  —  4.  The  crown  of 
Spain  lhall  never  be  fixed  upon  the 
fame  head  with  any  other  crown. 
— 5.  In  all  the  edifts  and  laws, 
the  title  of  the  king  of  Spain  lhall 

be - D.N.— ■ •  by  the  grace 

of  God,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
Hate,  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies. 
— 6.  The  king  on  his  accelfion 
to  the  throne,  or  on  his  attaining 
his  majorit}?,  lhall  take  an  oath  to 
the  Spanilh  people  on  the  gofpel,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  cortes,  the  fe- 
nate,  the  council  of  ftate,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Caliile,  the  archbilhops  and 
bilhops.  —  7.  The  form  of  the 
king’s  oath  is:— 1  fwear, on  the 
holy  evangelills,  to  reverence  and 
caufe  to  be  reverenced  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion  ;  to  maintain  the  inviolabi¬ 
lity  of  the  Spanifh  territory  ;  to 
reverence  and  caufe  to  be  re#e« 
renced,  the  liberty  of  the  perfon, 

.  and  to  govern  alone  for  the  wel¬ 
fare,  happinefs,  and  glory  of  the 
Spanilh  nation.” 

Title  III. — Of  the  Government. 
—  8.  The  minority  of  the 
king  lhall  laft  till  he  has  attained 
his  18  th  year.  During  his  mino- 
*  B  b  2  xity. 
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rify  there  (hail  be  a  regent  of  the 
kingdom.  ■ —  g.  The  regent  muft 
be  at  leak  25  years  old. — 10.  The 
regent  fhall  be  nominated  by  the 
preceding  king,  among  the  infan¬ 
tes  who  have  attained  the  age 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  article. 
—  1  ! .  In  default  of  nomination  by 
the  preceding  king,  the  regency 
belongs  to  the  prince  the  fartheit 
removed  from  the  throne, according 
to  the  law  of  fucceffion,  and  who 
has  attained  the  age  of  25  years. — 
12.  In  cafe  the  prince  fartheft  re¬ 
moved  from  the  crown  fhall  be  in  a 
ftate  ol  minority,  the  regency  be¬ 
longs  to  the  next  prince,  who  fnall 
continue  to  exercife  his  fun&ions 
till  the  king  fhall  have  attained  his 
majority.  —  13.  The  regent  is 
not  perfonally  anfvverable  for  the 
2  61 s  of  his  adminikration. — ■  14. 
All  the  ads  of  the  regency  pafs  in 
the  name  of  the  minor  king. — 15. 
rl  he  yearly  revenue  of  the  regent 
fhall  be  one-fourth  of  the  income  of 
the  crown.— 16.  In  cafe  the  pre¬ 
ceding  king  fhall  have  nominated 
fco  regent,  and  all  the  princes  fhall 
be  minors,  then  the  government 
fhall  be  carried  on  by  the  minifters 
who  form  the  council  of  govern¬ 
ment. — 17.  All  Hate  affairs  fhall 
be  determined  by  a  majority  of 
Totes  in  the  council  of  govern¬ 
ment.. — -i 8.  The  regency  has  no 
right  to  the  perfonal  cuftody  of 
the  king,  during  his  minority.—- 
'  19.  The  care  of  the  king  during 
his  minority  is  veiled  in  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and  in  default  of  her,  in  the 
.prince  appointed  thereto  by  the 
dermfed  fovereign.  —  20.  The 
board  of  guardianthip,  cornpofcd 
of  the  minifters,  fhall  principally 
•be  charged  with  fiiperintending 
the  education  of  the  young  king  ; 
smi  the  fame  fhall  be  eonfulted  in 


every  matter  of  importance,  rela¬ 
tive  to  his  perfon  or  eflablifhmenr. 

Title  IV.  —  Property  of  the 
Crown. — 21.  The  palaces  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  the  Efcurial,  St.  Ildefonfo, 
Aranjuez,  D’El  Pardo,  and  all  the 
others  now  forming  part  of  the 
property  of  the  crown,  together 
with  the  parks,  woods,  domains, 
and  ekates  of  what  kind  foever, 
conftitute  the  property  of  the 
crown.  The  revenues  accruing 
from  the  faid  property  fhall  be  paid 
into  the  treafury  of  the  crown  ; 
and  fhould  they  fall  below  the 
yearly  fum  of  a  million  of  hard 
piaflres,  an  addition  of  hereditary 
property  fhall  be  made,  fo  as  to 
make  good  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  Hated. —  22.  The  public 
treafury  fhall  annually  pay  over 
to  that  of  the  crown,  a  fum  of  two 
millions  in  hard  piaflres. — 23.  The 
king's  Tons,  on  attaining  the  age  of 
twelve  years  fhall  receive  the  fol¬ 
lowing  annual  revenues  in  the  name 
of  fubkkence  money,  viz.:  —  the 
heir  apparent  200,000  piaflres ; 
each  infanto,  100,000  piaflres  ; 
and  each  infanta,  i;o,ooo  piaflres. 

- — 24.,  The  dowry  of  the  queen  is 
fixed  at  400,000  piaflres,  and  fhall 
be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  thg 
crown. 

Title  V. — Of  the  Officers  of  the 
Royal  Houfhold, — -25.  The  chief 
and  grand  officers  of  the  royal 
houfehold  are  fix  in  number, — a 
grand  almoner,  grand  chamber- 
lain,  grand  cup-bearer,  grand 
maker  of  the  horfe,  grand  huntf- 
man,  and  grand  maker  of  the  ce¬ 
remonies.- — 26.  The  noblemen  of 
the  chamber,  the  keward’s  chap¬ 
lains,  and  equerries,  are  officers  of 
the  royal  houfehold.  , 

Title  V I — 27 .  There  lhall  be 
nine  minikerial  departments,  viz. 

of 
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of  police,  religion,  foreign  affairs, 
internal  affairs,  domains,  war,  ma¬ 
rine,  the  Indies,  and  general  police. 
—*28.  A  fecretary  of  date,  in  the 
character  of  minider,  fhall  fign  all 
afts  of  government. —  29.  The 
king  may  commit  feveral  minide- 
rial  funftions  to  one  minider. — 
30.  There  is  no  other  precedence 
among  the  mini  hers  than  what  re- 
fults  from  their  priority  of  nomi¬ 
nation  in  point  of  time. — 31.  The 
minifters,  each  in  his  own  depart¬ 
ment,  are  refponfible.  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  laws,  and  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  orders. 

Title  VII. — Of  the  Setiaie. — 
32.  The  fenate  is  compofed,  id, 
of  the  infants  of  Spain,  being  1  8 
years  of  age.  2d,  Of  twenty-four 
individuals,  fpecially  appointed  by 
the  king  from  among  the  rain  in¬ 
ters,  captain-generals,  ambaffadors, 
councillors  of  hate,  and  members 
of  the  councils  of  Cadile.— -33.  The 
exihing  councillors  of  hate  are 
members  of  the  fenate.  No  new 
nomination  lhall  take  place  until 
they  are  reduced  below  twenty- 
four,  as  regulated  by  the  preceding 
article. — 34.  The  prelident  of  the 
fenate  is  appointed  by  the  king. 
He  is  chofen  out  of  the  fenate,  and 
his  functions  lail  for  one  year. — 
3  3.  The  fenate  meets  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  king,  or  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  junra,  or  one  ot  its 
officers  for  internal  affairs. — 36.  In 
the  cafe  of  an  armed  infurreftion, 
or  of  apprehenfions  refpefting  the 
fafety  of  the  hate,  the  fenate  may, 
on  the  propofition  of  the  king,  fuf- 
pend  the  operation  of  the  conffitu- 
tional  aft  in  a  particular  dillrift, 
and  time  to  be  limited. 

[The  remaining  articles  of  this 
title,  and  thofe  of  the  8th  ti tie  re¬ 
lative  to  the  council  of  hate,  con¬ 


tain  little  that  is  of general  intereft. 
The  king  prelides  in  the  council, 
which  is  to  conlih  of  not  lefs  than 
30,  nor  more  than  60  members, 
divided  into  hx  feftions,  viz.  thofe 
of  juhice,  religion,  internal  affairs, 
police,  finance,  war,  the  marine, 
and  the  Indies.] 

Title  IX. — >37.  The  cortes  or 
juntas  of  the  nation  are  compofed 
of  1  co  members,  divided  into 
three  ehates  or  orders  ;  namely, 
thofe  of  the  clergy,  nobility,  and 
people.— 58.  1  he  order  of  the 

clergy  fhall  confifl  of  23  arch- 
bifhops  or  bifhops — 39.  The  qrder 
of  the  nobility  fhall  confih  of  23 
nobles,  who  fhall  have  the  title  of 
grandees  of  the  cortes. — 60.  The 
order  of  the  people  hi  all  confifl  of 
40  deputies  from  the  provinces,  30 
from  the  principal  cities,  13  from 
the  merchants,  and  15  deputies 
from  the  univerfities,  to  corffill  of 
the  mofl  celebrated  for  their  at¬ 
tainments  in  the  arts  and  fciences. 

- — 61.  The  archbifhops  or  bifhops' 
condituting  the  order  of  the  clergy, 
fhall  be  raifed  to  the  rank  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  ihe  cortes,  by  a  writ  fealed 
with  the  great  feal  of  the  date. 
They  cannot  be  diverted  of  their 
funftions,  but  by  virtue  of  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  competent  court,  pro¬ 
nounced  in  due  form. —  62.  The 
nobles  muff  poffefs  an  annual  in¬ 
come  of  at  lead  200,000  hard  pi- 
affres,  and  have  performed  great 
fervices  in  the  civil  or  military 
departments,  to  qualify  them  for 
being  elevated  to  the  rank  of-eran- 
dees  of  the  cortes.  They  fhall  be 
raifed  to  the  rank  by  a  writ  damped 
with  the  great  feal  of  the  date. 
They  cannot  be  diveded  of  their 
funftions  but  by  the  fentence  of  a 
competent  court,  pronounced  in 
due  form. — 63.  The  deputies  frortl 
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the  provinces  (hall  be  nominated  by 
the  fame,  in  the  proportion  of  at 
lead  i  to  300,000  inhabitants ;  for 
this  purpofe  the  provinces  fhall  be 
divided  into  fo  many  eledive  dif- 
tri&s  as  fhall  be  neccffary  to  fur. 
nifh  the  population  giving  the  right 
to  the  election  of  a  deputy. — [The 
articles  from  64  to  70  inclufive, 
contain  the  forms  to  be  obferved  in 
ele&ing  the  deputies  of  the  people, 
the  commercial  bodies,  and  theuni- 
verfities.] — 71.  The  cortes  fhall 
affemble  upon  the  fummons  of  the 
king.  They  cannot  be  adjourned, 
prorogued,  or  diffolved,  but  by 
his  orders.  They  fhall  meet  once, 
at  leaft,  in  three  years. — 72.  The 
prefident  of  the  cortes  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  king,  but  fhall  be 
chofen  out  of  three  candidates  to 
be  nominated  by  the  cortes  by  bal¬ 
lot,  and  an  abfolute  majority  of 
votes. — 73  and  74.  On  the  opening 
of  each  feffion,  the  cortes  fhall  no. 
minate  three  candidates  for  the  pre- 
fidentfhip,  two  vice-prefidents,  two 
fecretaries,  and  three  committees, 
each  to  confift  of  five  members, 
viz.  a  committee  of  juftice,  cf  in¬ 
ternal  affairs,  and  of  finance. — 75. 
The  fittings  of  the  cortes  fhall  not 
be  public.  Their  votes  fhall  be 
taken  by  ballot.—- *76.  Neither  the 
opinions  nor  votes  fhall  be  printed 
or  publifhed.  Any  aft  of  publica¬ 
tion,  in  print  or  in  writing,  by  the 
affembly  of  the  cortes,  or  the  indi¬ 
vidual  members  thereof,  fhall  be 
regarded  as  an  aft  of  infurreftion. 
< — 77.  The  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  civil  or  criminal  code,  or  in 
the  fy Item  of  finance,  fhall  be  laid 
before  the  cortes  for  their  decifion 
thereupon,  by  the  orators  of  the 
council  of  date. — 80.  Should  the 
cortes  conceive  themfelves  to  have 
juft  grounds  of  complaint  as  to  the 


conduct  of  any  of  the  minifters,  a 
petition,  containing  their  alleged 
grievances  and  fuggeftions  fhall  be 
carried  by  a  deputation  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne.  The  king  fhall  ap¬ 
point  a  commiflion,  confiding  of 
fix  councillors  of  date,  and  fix 
councillors  of  Caftile,  to  examine 
into  the  faid  petition. — 81.  The 
decrees  of  the  king,  iffued  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  decifion  of  the  cortes, 
fhall  be  introduced  with  the  for¬ 
mula  i(  upon  confulting  the 
cortes.3' 

Title  X.— -  Of  the  Spanifh  Co¬ 
lonies  in  America  and  AJia. — 82. 
The  Spanifh  colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  Alia  fhall  enjoy  the  fame 
privileges  as  the  mother  country.- — 
83.  Each  kingdom  and  province 
fhall  always  have  deputies  at  the 
feat  of  government,  charged  to 
watch  over  their  particular  inte- 
refls,  and  to  ferve  as  their  repre- 
fentativesin  the  cortes. — 84.  Thefe 
deputies  are  20  in  number,  viz.  two 
from  New  Spain,  two  from  Peru, 
two  from  the  new  kingdom  of  Gra¬ 
nada,  two  from  Buenos  Ayres,  two 
from  the  Philippine  iflands,  one 
from  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  one  from 
Porto  Rico,  one  from  the  province 
of  Venezuela,  one  from  Charcas, 
one  from  Quito,  one  from  Chili, 
one  from  Guatimala,  or  from  Gua- 
dalaxara,  one  from  the  interior 
weftern  provinces  of  New  Spain,  and 
one  from  the  eaflern  provinces. — 
85.  The  faid  deputies  fhall  exercife 
their  functions  during  the  period  of 
eight  years  ;  and  it  upon  the  lapfe 
of  the  fame  their  fucceffors  fnall 
not  have  yet  arrived,  they  fhall  re¬ 
tain  their  functions  until  their  ac¬ 
tual  arrival. 

Ti  t  le  X I . — Of  the  Ad min  if  ration 
°f  f  if  ice. — 86.  Spain  fhall  be  go¬ 
verned  by  one  and  the  fame  code 
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civil  laws. — 87.  The  adminif- 
tration  of  jufticc  is  independent. — 
88.  Jultice  (hall  be  difpenfed  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  by  judges  and 
courts  of  jultice  to  be  appointed  by 
his  majefty.  All  courts  claiming 
particular  privileges,  and  all  the 
exclufivc  jurifdi&ions  of  any  or¬ 
ders  or  feigniories  whatever,  are 
abolifhed. — [The  remaining  arti¬ 
cles  under  this  head  contain  no¬ 
thing  of  general  intereft.] 

Title  XIII.  —  General  Regula¬ 
tions.— -107. There  (hall  beaperma- 
nent  alliance  by  fea  and  land,  offen- 
live  and  defenfive,  between  France 
and  Spain.  The  contingent  to.be 
furnifhed  by  each  of  the  refpediive 
powers,  in  cafe  of  a  continental  or 
maritime  war,  (hall  be  regulated  by 
a  feparate  treaty. — 108.  Foreign¬ 
ers  who  have  performed,  or  may 
hereafter  perform,  great  fervices  to 
the  date  ;  who  may  prove  ufeful 
from  their  talents,  inventions,  or 
zeal  and  activity  ;  who  may  form 
great  eftablifhments,  or  purchafe 
funded  eftates  paying  a  tax  of  fifty 
hard  piaftres, — are  admiffible  to 
the  rights  of  naturalization  in  Spain. 
The  king  confers  this  indulgence 
through  his  minifter  for  internal 
affairs  upon  confulting  his  council 
of  fiate. — 109.  The  reticence  of 
every  inhabitant  of  the  Spanilh  ter¬ 
ritory  is  an  inviolable  fanCluary. 
It  can  only  be  entered  in  the  day 
time,  and  for  a  purpofe  commanded 
by  law,  or  in  execution  of  an  order 
ifiued  by  the  public  magifiracy. — 
1 10.  Noperfon  domiciliated  in  the 
Spanilh  territory  can  be  arrefted, 
except  in  the  adual  commiftion  of 
a  crime,  or  by  virtue  of  a  lawful 
warrant  in  writing. —  in.  In  order 
to  the  execution  of  a  warrant  of 
arreft,  it  is  neceftary,  ift,  That  rhe 
reafon  of  the  arreft  (hall  be  for- 
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mally  fet  forth  therein,  and  that  it 
111  all  ftate  the  law  enjoining  the 
fame.  2d,  That  it  fhall  be  granted 
by  an  authority  formally  empow¬ 
ered  by  law  to  grant  it.  3d,  That 
its  contents  (hall  be  communicated, 
and  a  copy  thereof  given  to  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  applies. — ■  1 1  2 . 
No  j  ail  or  prifon  keeper  can  re¬ 
ceive  or  hold  any  one  in  cuftody, 
without  entering  in  his  regifter  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  or  commit¬ 
ment,  indictment,  or  fentence,  or 
in  a  word,  every  order  whatfoever 
in  virtue  of  which  he  holds  the  per¬ 
fon  in  cuftody.— -1 1  3.  Every  jailor 
or  pnfon-keeper  (hall  be  compelled, 
and  no  order  whatever  (hail  be  con* 
fidered  as  an  impediment,  to  bring 
his  prifoners  as  often  as  he  (hall  be 
required  to  Jo  fo,  before  the  ma- 
giftrate  charged  with  the  affairs  of 
the  police. —  1 14.  The  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  prifoner  fhall  not  be 
prevented  from  entering  the  prifon, 
upon  their  producing  an  order  from 
the  magiftrate.  A  fpecific  order 
from  the  judge  to  the  jailor  can 
alone  juftify  the  detaining  of  a  pri¬ 
foner  in  clofe  cuftody .— -1 1 3.  Per- 
fons  not  authorifed  by  law  to  ifiue 
warrants  of  commitment  who  (hall 
give  orders  for  arrefting,  or  caufe  to 
be  arrefted,  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
as  well  as  thofe  who,  in  cafes  of  le¬ 
gal  arreft,  fhall  detain  the  prifoner 
in  any  place  rot  known  as  a  legal 
jail,  andall  jailors  contravening  the 
three  preceding  articles,  are  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  arbitrary  imprifon- 
ment. — 116.  The  prefent  confti- 
tutional  ftatute  (hall  luccdfively,  and 
according  to  the  importance  of  the 
refpeCtive  articles,  be  carried  into 
execution  by  royal  decrees  or 
edicts,  fo  that  the  whole  fhall  be  in 
operation  before  the  ift  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1813. — 1 17.  The  freedom  of 
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*he  prefs  fhall  be  regulated  two 
years  after  the  conftitutional  fta- 
tute  fhall  have  been  in  operation. 
The  cortes  (hall  pafs  a  law  refpedt- 
ing  the  freedom  of  the  prefs. 


Jofcph  Buonaparte’ s  Proclamation 
iffned  at  V ittoria . 

Don  Jofeph  Napoleon,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  date,  king  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies. 

Spaniards  ! — On  entering  the 
territory  of  a  people,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  whom  Providence  has  con¬ 
fided  to  me,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
explain  the  fentiments  which  I  en¬ 
tertain.  In  afcending  the  throne, 

I  rely  upon  finding  among  you 
fome  generous  fouls,  who  will  fe.. 
cond  my  efforts  to  reftore  this  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  pofleffion  of  their  an¬ 
cient  fplendour.  The  confutation, 
to  the  obfervance  of  which  you  are 
about  to  pledge  yourfelves  by  your 
oaths,  fecures  the  exercife  of  our 
holy  religion,  and  of  civil  and  po¬ 
litical  freedom.  It  eftablifhes  a 
national  reprefen tation,  and  re- 
fiores  your  ancient  cortes  in  a 
meliorated  form.  It  appoints  a 
fenate  forming  the  guarantee  of 
individual  liberty,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  throne  in  critical  circum- 
ftances,  and  conflituting  alfo  an 
afyluni  and  reward  to  thofe  who 
fhall  have  performed  fignal  fer- 
vices  to  the  date.  The  courts  of 
juflice,  the  interpreters  of  the  laws, 
di veiled  of  paffion  and  favour, 
fhall,  in  pronouncing  judgment, 
be  impartial,  free,  and  independ¬ 
ent.  Merit  and  virtue  fhall  be  the 
only  claims  to  the  holding  of  pub¬ 
lic  offices.  Unlefs  I  am  difap- 
pointed  in  my  whiles,  your  agri¬ 


culture  and  commerce  fhall  floru 
rifh,  free  from  thofe  reftraints 
which  have  hitherto  retarded  their 
profperity.  Defirous  of  ruling  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws,  I  will  be  the 
fir  ft  to  give  an  example  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  which  fhouid  be  paid  to  them. 

I  enter  among  you  with  the  great- 
eft  confidence,  furrounded  by 
thofe  meritorious  individuals,  who 
have  concealed  from  me  nothing 
which  they  have  thought  neceff.uy 
for  your  interefts.  Blind  ’paftion, 
falfe  rumours,  the  intrigues  of  the 
common' enemy  of  the  continent, 
anxious  only  to  feparate  the  Indies 
from  Spain,  have  plunged  fome  of 
you  into  the  molt  dreadful  ftate  of 
anarchy.  My  heart  bleeds  at  the 
view  of  it ;  but  this  evil,  however 
confiderable  it  may  be,  may  in- 
ftantaneoufly  ceafe.  Spaniards, 
only  unite  round  my  throne. 
Conduct  yourfelves  fo  as  that  in¬ 
ternal  difturbances  ill  all  not  de¬ 
prive  me  of  that  time  which  I  wifh 
to  employ  in  labouring  for  your 
happinefs,  nor  deprive  me  of  the 
means  of  accompiifhing  that  ob¬ 
ject.  I  eileem  you  enough  to  per- 
fuacie  myfelf,  that  you  will  make 
every  exertion  to  obtain  and  merit 
that  happinefs,  which  is  the  dear- 
eft  object  of  my  wifhes. 

I,  The  King. 
Vittoria ,  1 1th  July ,  1808. 

By  order  of  his  Majefty, 

The  min  liter  fecretary  of  ftate, 
Mariano  Luis  de  Uroujo. 


Manfejlo  of  the  Junta  of  Seville, 

THE  defence  of  our  country, 
and  of  our  king,  that  of  our  laws, 
our  religion,  and  of  all  the  rights 
of  man,  trodden  down  and  vio¬ 
lated  in  a  manner  which  is  with¬ 
out 
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out  example  by  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  Napoleon  I.  and  by 
his  troops  in  Spain,  compelled  the 
whole  nation  to  take  up  arms,  and 
to  chufe  itfelf  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  in  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  into  which  the  French  had 
plunged  it,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
provinces,  as  it  were,  by  the  infpi- 
ration  of  Heaven,  and  in  a  manner 
little  fhort  of  miraculous,  created 
fupreme  juntas,  delivered  them- 
felves  up  to  their  guidance,  and 
placed  in  their  hands  the  rights  and 
the  ultimate  fate  of  Spain. 

The  effects  have  hitherto  moil 
happily  correfponded  with  the  de- 
figns  of  thofe  who  formed  them. 
The  provinces  have  armed  them- 
felves ;  fome  have  formed  large  ar¬ 
mies  of  veteran  troops,  and  have 
united  to  them  the  enliiled  pea- 
fants  ;  all,  or  nearly  all,  have 
fought  and  are  fighting  againft  the 
French  in  behalf  of  their  king, 
Ferdinand  VII.  with  a  valour  and 
a  conflancy  of  which  neither 
Greece  nor  Rome,  nor  any  other 
ration  of  the  world,  had  any  idea. 
The  French  are  really  amazed  and 
terrified,  and  the  hopes  of  conquer¬ 
ing  them  are  as  fure  as  human  cer- 
tainty  can  reach. 

The  only  thing  which  can  impair 
or  fruftrate  them  is  difeord,  and 
the  want  of  union  among  the  pro¬ 
vinces  themfelves.  Hence  the  fu¬ 
preme  junta  paid  its  firil  attention 
to  remove  that  danger,  with  which 
view  it  printed  and  publiihed  the 
official  paper,  entitled  Precautions, 
which  it  communicated  in  every 
poffible  manner  to  all  the  provinces 
of  Spain.  The  bringing  this  plan 
to  perfection,  and  carrying  it  into 
complete  execution,  is  now  more 
than  ever  neceifary.  Our  enemies 
are  anxious  to  foment  our  divifions. 
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Human  paffions,  pcrfonal  interefls 
ill-underilood,  the  ignorance,  the 
weaknefs,  the  blindnefs  of  men, 
may,  perhaps,  without  their  know¬ 
ing  it,  affiil  the  evil  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  and  thus  deflroy  a  begin¬ 
ning  fo  glorious,  and  facilitate  and 
confummate  the  entire  ruin  of 
Spain.  This  it  is  that  we  are  en¬ 
deavouring  to  guard  againll,  urged, 
only  by  the  moil  facred  motives, 
by  our  honour,  by  our  loyalty  as 
affectionate  fubjefts,  by  our  duty 
as  Spaniards,  by  our  faith  as  Chrif- 
tians ;  and  here  we  proteil  before 
God  and  man,whofe  aid  we  invoke 
vvi  th  all  fervency,  that  we  will  write 
nothing  but  what  is  dictated  to  us 
by  the  love  of  our  country,  the 
prefervation  of  our  king,  and  of 
our  rights,  not  mingling  with  it 
any  thing  that  appears  to  partake 
of  paffion,  of  interefl,  or  of  any 
other  perfonal  motive  ;  but  being 
always  ready  to  hear  the  opinions 
of  the  other  provinces,  and  to 
amend  our  own  errors,  wherever  it 
fhall  be  fhewn  that  we  have  com¬ 
mitted  any. 

Be  it  the  chief  care  to  avoid 
every  thing  which  is  not  abfolutely 
neceifary,  and  which  may  ferve  to 
fow  the  feeds  of  difunion  in  the 
provinces,  and  to  excite  divifions 
among  them  ;  and  of  this  nature 
we  efteern  all  converfations  about 
the  royal  houfe,  and  of  the  order 
of  fucceffion  in  different  families 
which  derivea  right  from  it.  There 
is  no  perfon  fo  ignorant  of  the 
hiflory  of  Spain,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  throne  has  been  occu¬ 
pied,  as  not  to  know  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  fuc¬ 
ceffion.  It  is  alfo  known  what 
are  the  legiflative  proceedings  upon 
this  point;  what  the  manner  in 
which  endeavours  were  ufed  to  in¬ 
troduce 
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troduce  an  alteration  into  them  ; 
the  different  pretexts  for  this  alte¬ 
ration  ;  and,  Jaftly,  the  final  Tet Ele¬ 
ment  which  was  made  bv  the 
cortes  of  i 789,  and  which  ought 
in  future  to  be  the  rule. 

But  are  we  in  a  fituation  to  talk 
of  thefe  matters  ?  Long  live  our 
king  and  indifputable  fovereign 
Ferdinand  VII.  and  long  live  his 
auguft  brothers,  heirs  of  the  crown, 
after  his  atteftcd  deceafe.  Why 
then  anticipate  thofe  inquiries 
which  can  only  be  neceffary  in 
default  of  thefe?  This  anticipation 
may  produce,  by  the  diverfity  of 
opinions  which  it  creates,  a  cruel 
difunion,  which,  of  itfelf  alone, 
will  utterly  ruin  the  only  aim  and 
objedl  which  Spain  at  prefen t  has 
in  view,  and  that  is,  its  own  entire 
and  independent  prefervation  for 
its  fovereign  lord  and  king  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.  and  his  undifputed  fuc- 
ceffors ;  and,  with  its  king,  the 
prefervation  of  its  own  rights  and 
laws,  and  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Catholic  Apoftolical  reli¬ 
gion,  which  it  has  glorioufly  pro- 
feffed  and  defended  for  fo  many 
ages.  It  is,  therefore,  both  abfurd 
and  dangerous  to  difpute  about  the 
fucceffion  in  cafes  evidently  re¬ 
mote;  all  the  provinces  of  Spain 
ought  to  confine  themfeives  in  this 
?efpecl  to  this  general  expreffion 
— “  Hereditary  fucceffion ,  accord¬ 
ing  1)  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
monarchy  H 

Not  fo  is  it  with  the  fecond 
queffion  moved  by  the  various  jun. 
tas  of  the  kingdom,  which  certainly 
keeps  the  people  in  a  Itate  of  dis¬ 
quietude  and  agitation,  is  the  con¬ 
tinual  object  of  public  converfa. 
tion,  and  may  produce  divihons 
fatal  to  the  generous  deffgn,  and 
the  virtuous  obligation  imo  which 


we  have  entered,  of  defending  our* 
felves  againft  our  enemies,  and  of 
preferving  our  country,  our  king, 
our  monarchy,  our  laws,  and  our 
religion.  This  fecond  queftion  is— 
is  there  a  neceffity  for  creating  a 
fupreme  government,  which  may 
unite  the  fovereign  authority  of  ail 
the  provinces,  till  the  reftitutionof 
king  Ferdinand  to  his  throne  ? 

This  fupreme  junta  declares 
openly,  that  from  the  beginning 
to  the  prefen t  time  it  has  been  per- 
fuaded  that  fueh  a  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment  is  altogether  neceffary,  and 
that  without  it  the  country  is  in 
danger,  and  its  enemies  will  find 
means  of  completing  its  ruin;  and 
the  reafons  of  this  determination 
and  declaration  are  fo  evident, 
and  prefent  themfeives  with  fuch 
clearnefs  to  the  eyes  of  all,  that 
they  cannot  fail  of  convincing  all 
who  have  the  lead  notion  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  or  a  correct  inlight  into 
the  nature  of  man,  the  paffions 
which  move  him,  and  the  order  of 
human  affairs  in  all  ages.  Various 
fupreme  juntas  and  military  chiefs 
have  expreffed  their  convi&ion  of 
this  truth. 

A  convidion  of  the  fame  fprings 
from  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of 
a  civil  government  in  every  nation, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
which  the  military  may  be  fubor- 
dinate.  The  confidence  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  confequently  the  public 
funds  and  the  capitals  of  individu¬ 
als,  muft  neceffarily  have  a  civil 
government  for  their  fupport. 
Without  it  the  military  power 
would,  indifpenfably,  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  employing  violence, 
with  the  view  of  acquiring  that 
confidence  which  it  never  could 
attain,  and  getting  a  command  of 
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thofe  capitals,  which  it  would  be 
equally  impoflible  for  it  to  bring 
within  its  grafp;  and  thus  it  would 
ultimately  deftroy  that  public  prof- 
perity  and  happinefs,  which  ought 
to  be  the  foie  objed  of  every  go¬ 
vernment.  Let  us  not  vainly  flatter 
ourfelves  with  notions  of  Roman 
didators,  and  the  other  military 
chiefs  of  the  ancient  republics ; 
they  were  placed  under  very  pru¬ 
dent  reftraints,  and  the  duration  of 
their  authority  was  limited  to  a 
very  fhort  period.  The  dangers  of 
complete  defpotifm  and  ufurpation 
kept  them  in  continual  alarm,  and 
compelled  them  to  take  very  ri¬ 
gorous  precautions,  which  are  very 
incompatible  with '  the  habits  of 
modern  times.  Spain  has  derived  a 
lelfon  of  wifdom  from  the  hidory 
of  pad  ages:  five  has  never  thought 
of  appointing  a  military  didator. 
Her  military  chiefs  (and  it  is  a  fad 
mod  honourable  to  the  Spanifh 
name)  have  been  the  fird  to  em¬ 
brace,  with  the  utmod  cordiality, 
a  fydem  of  things  as  ancient  in 
Spain  as  the  monarchy  itfelf.  The 
experience  of  our  times — the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  people  in  the  fupreme 
juntas — the  facility  and  abundance 
with  which  pecuniary  refources 
have  been  placed  at  their  difpofal — 
the  heroic  loyalry  with  which  the 
military  chiefs  and  the  army  have 
acknowledged  and  obeyed  them, 
and  the  happy  iffue  hitherto  of  their 
civil  adminidration,  and  the  mili¬ 
tary  enterprizes  which  they  have 
direded,  have  placed  in  the  mod 
confpicuous  light,  and  edablilhed 
beyond  all  doubt,  this  fundamental 
truth,  and  mod  effential  political 
principle. 

But  who  is  to  create  this  fupreme 
civil  government  ?  Who  are  to 
compofe  it  ?  Where  fhall  be  its 


place  of  refidence  ?  What  the  extent 
of  its  authority  ?  How  (hall  it  be 
edablilhed  without  interrupting  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  producing 
difunion  among  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces  ?  How  is  the  public  opinion 
to  be  fo  regulated  as  that,  without 
oppofing  it,  this  tranquillity  fhall 
be  attained,  and  all  riik  of  didurb- 
ance  obviated  ?  Thefe  are  the  im¬ 
portant  and  ferious  quedions  which 
we  fhall  now  proceed  to  examine; 
and  upon  which,  influenced  folely 
by  the  love  of  our  country,  and 
our  anxiety  to  promote  its  welfare, 
we  will  enter  into  a  frank  explana¬ 
tion  of  our  fentiments. 

In  the  various  papers  that  have 
been  publilhed  upon  this  fubjetd, 
we  are  told  that  the  eortes  fhould 
afferable  ;  that  they  fhould  ele<d  re- 
prefentatives  ;  and  farther,  that 
the  old  council  of  Cadile  fhould 
convoke  them,  and  the  whole  of 
the  proceedings  fhould  be  executed 
under  its  authority. 

Mod  affuredly  we  do  not  under, 
dand  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
deciflon  reds.  The  council  of 
Cadile,  though  a  lawful  affembly, 
never  convoked  the  eortes.  Why 
then  fhould  we  give  it  an  authority 
which  it  does  not  poffefs?  Is  it 
becaufe  it  lent  the  whole  weight 
of  its  influence  to  fuch  important 
changes,  with  regard  to  which  it 
had  no  powers,  nor  any  authority 
whatfoever  ?  Is  it  becaufe  it  has 
a<fted  in  oppofuion  to  thofe  funda¬ 
mental  laws,  which  it  was  edablifhed 
to  preferve  and  defend.  Is  it  be¬ 
caufe  it  afforded  every  facility  to 
the  enemy  to  ufurp  the  fovereignty 
of  Spain,  to  deflroy  the  hereditary 
fuccefiion  of  the  crown  and  the 
dynafly  legally  in  poffeflion,  and 
recognized  and  feated  on  the  throne 
a  foreigner,  deditute  even  of  the 
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fhadow  of  a  title  to  it ;  for  it  is 
incontrovertible  manifeft,  that  the 
renunciation  of  Charles  IV.  in  his 
favour  gave  him  no  fuch  claim  ? 
What  confidence  could  the  Spanifh 
nation  place  in  a  government  created 
by  an  authority  invalid  and  illegal, 
and  which  had  alfo  rendered  itfelf 
fufpeded,  by  the  previous  commif- 
lion  of  ads  of  fo  horrible  a  defer  ip- 
tion,that  they  may  be  juftly  ranked 
with  the  mod  atrocious  crimes 
againft  the  country  ? 

The  council  of  Caftile  being  thus 
excluded  from  all  confideration — • 
who  fhould  convoke  the  cortes  ? 
The  authority  to  convoke  them  is 
a  part  of  the  peculiar  and  exclufive 
prerogative  of  the  king.  The  pro¬ 
vinces  would  not  fubmit  to  any 
other  authority  ;  they  would  not 
unite  ;  there  would  be  no  cortes ; 
and  fhould  a  few  delegates  afiemble, 
that  very  circumftance  would  ex- 
pofe  the  kingdom  to  divifion — -the 
evil  which  all  wifh  to  avoid. 

Befides,  the  cities  who  have  votes 
in  the  cortes  have  not  undertaken 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  nor  of 
themfelves,  nor  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  have  they  made  any  ef¬ 
fort  to  defend  it.  We  entertain 
the  moft  profound  refped  both  for 
them  and  their  rights ;  but  truth 
compels  us  to  fpeak  out. 

Moft  undoubtedly,  however,  the 
cities  who  have  votes  in  the  cortes, 
in  thus  conducting  themfelves,  aded 
with  confummate  prudence,  and 
with  a  due  obfervanceot  lav/.  The 
kingdom  found  itfelf  fuddenly  with¬ 
out  a  king,  and  without  a  govern¬ 
ment — a  fituaiion  indeed  unknown 
in  our  hiftory,  and  to  our  laws. 
The  people  legally  refumed  the 
power  of  appointing  a  government ; 
and  this  truth  has  been  openly 
avowed  by  various  fupreme  juntas. 


The  people  created  thefe  juntas 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
cities  who  have  votes  in  the  cortes. 
The  legitimate  power  is  therefore 
depouted  with  the  fupreme  juntas, 
and,  in  virtue  of  that  power,  they 
have  governed  and  do  govern  with 
real  authority,  and  have  been  and 
ft  ill  are  acknowledged  and  obeyed 
by  all  ranks  of  fubjeds,  and  by  all 
cities  in  their  refpediye  diftrids 
having  votes  in  the  cortes.  Their 
fituation  has  not  changed  ;  the  dan¬ 
ger  ft  ill  exifts ;  no  new  authority 
has  fupervened  ;  the  lawful  autho¬ 
rity  therefore  refides  entire  in  the 
juntas  which  the  people  created, 
and  to  which  they  confided  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  inconteftable 
that  the  fupreme  juntas  have  the 
foie  and  exclufive  right  of  electing 
thofe  who  are  to  compcfe  the  fu¬ 
preme  government,  as  the  only 
means  of  protecting  and  preferving 
the  kingdom,  whofe  defence  the 
people  have  intruded  to  them,  and 
which  cannot  be  accomplilhed  but 
by  the  eftablilhment  of  a  fupreme 
government.  Nothing  is  more  evi¬ 
dent  than  this  truth. 

And  whom  lhali  the  fupreme 
junta  eled  ?  Moft  certainly  indi¬ 
viduals  ot  their  own  body ;  for  they 
alone  derive  their  power  from  the 
people,  and  it  is  in  their  conftitu- 
ent  members  that  the  people  have 
repofed  entire  confidence.  Should 
any  other  perfons  be  chofen,  they 
would  po fiefs  neither  the  confidence 
nor  the  confent  of  the  people,  and 
all  their  ads  would  be  null  and 
void  ;  and  from  this  want  of  con¬ 
fidence,  the  nation  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  inreftine  divifions,  the  laft 
and  greateft  of  all  our  calamities. 

Hence,  if  there  be  any  province 
in  which  the  military  power  has 
alone  been  retained,  reful  ts  the 
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abiblute  neceftity  of  configuring 
fupreine  juntas,  in  which  the  power 
of  the  people  fhall  refide,  and  by 
which  they  mayacf.  Whether  they 
fhall  be  conftituted  by  the  petty 
cortes  or  any  other  bodies,  their 
appointment  in  fome  form  or  other 
is  indifpenfable,  in  order  to  the  con¬ 
centration  of  the  legitimate  power 
of  the  people,  and  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  civil  government,  which  fhall 
infpire  confidence  into  the  people, 
and  proceed  to  the  choice  of  perfons 
who  fhall  compofe  the  fupreme  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  under  the  prefen t 
circumftances,  cannot  be  legitimate, 
unlefs  it  has  its  origin  in  the  free 
confent  of  the  people. 

It  feems  then  to  be  indifpenfably 
aeceftary,  that  all  the  fupreme 
juntas,  meeting  on  the  fame  day, 
Ihould  each  eledt  from  among  their 
own  members  two  deputies  to  form 
the  fupreme  government,  and  the 
perfons  fo  eledled  fhould,  from  that 
moment,  be  reputed,  and  actually 
be  the  governors-general  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  as  fuch  they 
Ihould  be  uni verfally  acknowledged 
and  obeyed. 

Their  authority  is  well  known, 
and  cannot  be  fubjedl  to  any  doubt. 
The  fupreme  junta  of  Valencia  has 
moft  judicioufly  marked  its  extent 
and  limits,  in  the  paper  which  they 
publifhed  on  this  queftion,  on  the 
1 6th  of  July.  We  fhall,  therefore, 
be  excufed  from  going  more  at  large 
into  the  confideration  of  it. 

We  will  only  add,  that  the  fu¬ 
preme  juntas  ought  to  be  continued 
with  all  their  appointments  and 
infignia,  and  be  in  veiled  wdth  the 
internal  governments  of  their  ref- 
pedtive  provinces,  until  the  conclu- 
jfion  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  things, 
but  at  the  fame  time  under  due 
fabordinatiofl  to  the  fupreme  go¬ 


vernment.  In  thofe  fupreme  juntas 
refides  the  legitimate  power  of 
thofe  portions  of  the  people  who 
have  refpedlively  created  them.  It 
is  their  duty  to  take  meafures  tor 
enfuring  the  happinefi,  of  their  con. 
llituents,  through  the  medium  of  a 
juft  government,  and  vigilantly  to 
proredl  and  defend  the  rights  of 
every  individual  among  them.  For 
this  purpofe  they  ought  to  give 
their  inftrudtions  to  their  refpedtive 
deputies,  conftituting  the  fupreme 
government;  and  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  latter  to  obferve  them, 
and  to  reprefen t  and  fupport  the 
claims  of  their  provinces,  as  far  as 
may  be  confident  with  the  general 
profperity. 

If  there  exifted  among  us  a  royal 
perfonage,  capable  of  prefiding  in 
this  fupreme  government,  reafon 
and  juftice  prefcribe  that  he,  and 
no  other,  Ihould  be  appointed  to 
that  office.  But  if  there  be  no  fuch 
royal  perfonage,  the  fupreme  go¬ 
vernment  muft  eledl  a  prefident  from 
its  own  body.  To  obviate  every 
danger,  however,  the  preiidency 
Ihould  be  temporary,  and  continue 
only  for  a  fortnight,  a  month,  or 
any  other  term  agreeable  to  the 
fupreme  government,  upon  thelapfe 
of  which  period  it  Ihould  be  in¬ 
cumbent  on  them  to  chufe  a  dif¬ 
ferent  perfon. 

We  have  already  remarked,  and 
it  is  unneceflary  to  repeat  it,  that 
the  fupreme  juntas  fhould  eledl,  as 
deputies  to  the  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment,  fuch  of  their  members  as  are 
moft  diftinguithed  for  their  talents, 
their  general  knowledge  of  legifla- 
tion,  and' all  the  branches  of  public 
welfare  and  government,  recol- 
ledling  that  they  are  to  be  the  de- 
pofitories  of  the  hopes  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  This  fupreme  junta,  in  full 
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reliance  upon  the  generous  character 
of  Spaniards,  and.  their  ardent  at* 
tachment  to  the  good  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  allures  itfelt  that  intrigue, 
party,  or  perfonal  interefl  or  pre¬ 
dilections,  will  have  no  influence 
upon  this  occafion. 

The  fupreme  juntas  will,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  appoint  the  place 
which  fin  a  1 1  he  the  leat  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  government,  who  fhall  after¬ 
wards  adhere  to  or  alter  that 
appointment,  as  they  think  fit, 
according  to  a  plurality  of  votes. 
The  feat  of  government,  as  has 
been  molt  wifely  obferved  by  the 
fupreme  junta  of  Valencia,  ought 
to  be  at  a  diftance  from  all  the 
dangers  of  war,  and  fliould,  as  a 
claim  to  preference,  poflefs  other 
advantages  of  a  local  nature.  Se¬ 
ville  conceives  herfelf  to  poflefs  dl 
thefe  advantages,  but  has  no  anxiety 
to  be  fele&ed  ;  for  file  will  mod 
cordially  facrifice  all  her  claims  to 
what  the  other  fupreme  juntas 
(hall  decide  to  be  for  the  general 
profperity  of  the  kingdom.  The 
fupreme  juntas  will,  therefore,  make 
known  their  pleafure  as  to  this 
point,  when  they  notify  theele&ion 
of  their  deputies.  In  the  mean  time 
we  will  frankly  (late  that  La  Man¬ 
cha  appears  to  us  moil  convenient 
for  the  feat  of  government,  and 
there  we  would  particularly  name 
its  large  cities  of  Ciudad  Real  or 
Almagro.  But  on  this  fubjeCt  we 
are  in  nowife  anxious ;  we  leave  it 
entirely  to  the  free  choice  of  the 
fupreme  juntas. 

It  remains  only  that  we  fpcakof 
this  fupreme  junta  of  Seville,  upon 
which  point  we  (hall  not  fay  much. 
Certain  perfons,  either  ignorant  or 
malevolent,  have  endeavoured  to 
fpread  the  perfuafion  that  we  af- 
fe&ed  a  fupe  fieri  ty  over  the  ©they 


provinces.  Any  fuch  thought  hai- 
been  far  from  us,  although  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  of  the  natibn  has  been 
our  guide,  and,  as  it  were,  the  foul 
of  all  our  determinations.  We 
poflefled  the  only  (oundery  for 
cannon  in  the  kingdom,  and  arms 
and  ammunition  in  a  certain  degree 
of  abundance.  Various  captains- 
generals  acknowledged  us  from  the 
commencement,  and  veteran  troops 
were  more  numerous  in  our  pro¬ 
vince  than  in  other  parts ;  and 
thus  we  formed  an  army  in  a  fiiofter 
time,  and  have  harafied  the  enemy, 
who  have  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war,  with  their  general  Dupont, 
and  have  capitulated  for  .the  divi- 
fions  of  generals  Vedel  and  Gobert, 
who  are  to  be  conduced  to  France, 
amounting,  altogether,  to  17,000 
men,  fo  that  there  does  not  remain 
a  Angle  French  foldier  in  arms  in  the 
Andalufias ;  a  victory  mod  glorious 
and  Angular,  which  has  been  effefied 
without  the  effufion  of  much  Spaniih 
blood,  in  which  it  appears  we  (land 
alone. 

The  local  fituation  of  the  Anda¬ 
lufias  prefents  alfo  a  more  probable 
mode  of  defence  againft  the  arms  of 
Napoleon,  if  he  means  to  attack 
us ;  and,  with  this  view,  we  have 
united  with  us  the  Portuguefe  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Algarve  and  Alentexo, 
who  have  placed  themfelves  under 
our  protection  5  and  the  Canary 
Lies  have  fent  us  a  deputy  for  the 
fame  purpofe. 

The  greater  opulence  and  other 
peculiar  circumftances  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  offers  refources  which  the 
reft  want ;  and  we  have  thus  been 
enabled  to  make  provifion  for  im- 
menfe  expenfe,  without  having  re¬ 
ceived  any  money  from  any  other 
part,  or  impofed  any  contributions. 
The  marine  arfcnal  of  the  file 
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of  Leon,  perhaps  the  moft  confi- 
derable  of  all,  obeyed  us  from  the 
beginning,  and  with  it  the  Spanifh 
fquadron  off  Cadiz,  whofe  force  is 
the  greateft,  and  has  fmce  been 
augmented  by  that  of  the  French 
moored  in  that  harbour,  and  fur- 
rendered  to  us  at  difcretion. 

Gibraltar,  the  famous  Englifh 
fortrefs,  is  in  our  territory,  and 
one  of  the  moft  numerous  fquadrons 
of  that  nation  kept  our  coaft  in  a 
ftate  of  blockade.  We  immediately, 
therefore,  opened  a  communication 
with  Gibraltar,  and  with  the  Ena:- 

J  O 

lifti  fquadron,  which  has  given  us 
all  the  aftiftance  that  was  in  its 
power,  fent  us  a  reftdent  minifter 
at  the  very  ftrft,  and  conveyed  our 
deputies  to  London,  to  requeft  fub- 
ftdies,  and  fettle  a  peace  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  whole  nation. 

Amidft  fo  many  ferious  cares, 
we  have  tranfmiitted  all  the  arms 
which  it  was  poflible  to  tranfmit 
to  Granada.  Eftremadura  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  ftill  greater  number,  and 
has  experienced  our  protection,  and 
fo  has  Cordova  and  Jaen.  We  have 
offered  arms  to  La  Mancha,  to 
Murcia,  to  Tarragona,  to  Gerona, 
who  requefted  them  of  us,  and  we 
exerted  ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  to 
fulfil  the  promifes  which  we  had 
made. 

We  have  not  forgot  the  reft  of 
the  European  provinces  and  king¬ 
doms,  and  we  hope  in  time  that  the 
effects  of  our  zeal  and  vigilance  will 
be  made  clear  and  public. 

The  Americas  claimed  at  the  firft 
a  great  (hare  of  our  attention  ;  in 
order  to  preferve  that  fo  principal 
a  part  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
we  have  fent  envoys  and  commif- 
faries  thither  and  to  Afia,  in  order 
that  they  may  unite  themfelves  to 
ms,  which  we  could  not  do  without 
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qualifying  ourfelves  as  the  fupreme 
junta  for  the  government  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  and  we  truft  that 
this  title  and  our  cares  will  not  be 
found  ufelefs.  So  many  labours, 
furrounded  by  fo  many  dangers,  will 
we  truft,  deferve  Time  coniideratioil 
of  our  country,  for  the  love  and 
defence  of  which  only  we  have  done 
and  fuffered  fo  much. 

With  all  this,  we  repeat  that  we 
neither  afFeift  nor  defire  any  fupe- 
riority.  Whatever  we  have  done, 
we  owed  to  our  country  ;  it  was 
an  indifpenfable  obligation  upon 
us.  Our  only  objeff  is,  that  Spain 
may  preferve  its  integrity  and  in¬ 
dependence,  for  our  lord  and  king, 
Ferdinand  VII.  and  for  that  objetd 
we  joyfully  facrifice  our  lives. 
May  God,  who  has  fo 'clearly  and 
marvelloufty  (hewn  his  protection, 
of  Spain,  grant  a  fafe  return  to  its 
king  Ferdinand  VII.  and  then  with 
the  fupreme  government,  he  will 
determine  what  may  be  his  royal 
will,  either  commanding  an  union 
of  the  cortes,  or  by  fuch  other 
means  as  his  prudence  may  fuggeft, 
and  will  facilitate  the  reform  of 
abufes  and  the  general  happinefs  of 
the  kingdom,  fecuring  it  upon  fuch 
foundations  as  are  firm,  and  fubjeft 
to  no  change. 

If  thefe  hopes  are  vain,  in  which 
the  clemency  of  God  leads  us  t© 
indulge,  then  the  exifting  fupreme 
government  will  itfelf  determine 
what  is  moft  conducive  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  kingdom,  conforming 
itfelf  to  the  fundamental  laws  there¬ 
of,  defending  it  againft  the  fury  and 
malice  of  our  enemies,  and  prefer v- 
ing  this  monarchy,  in  which  itfelf* 
the  liberty  of  nations,  and  the  ca¬ 
tholic  church,  the  beloved  fpoufe 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  is  fo 
deeply  interefted. 


Given 
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Given  at  the  royal  palace  of 
’  Seville,  this  3d  day  of  Au- 
guft,  1808. 

Francis  Saavedra,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Laodicea  ;  the  Dean 
of  the  Chapter  of  the  Holy 
Church;  Francis  Xavier 
Cienfuegos;  — Vincent 
Hore;  Francis  Dtaz  Ber- 
mudq  ;  ManuelGi  ; 

Father  Joseph  Ramirez; 
Juan  Fernando  Aguire  ; 
Count  Tilly;  Marquis  de 
la  Gra  vina;  Marquis  de 
Torres,  and  eleven  others. 

By  command  of  his  Serene  High- 
®efs. 


proc  lamation 

Ijjued  by  the  Supreme  Junta  of  Spain , 
to  the  Spanfh  Nation . 

Spaniards !  the  fupreme  junta  of 
government,  the  depofitary  of  the 
fupreme  authority,  has  devoted  the 
firft  moments  which  fucceeded  its 
formation,  to  the  urgent  meafures 
which  its  fituatioo,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  rime,  prefcribe.  But 
from  the  firft  inftant  of  its  inftalla- 
tion,  it  has  believed  that  one  of  its 
obligations  is  to  addrefs  itfelf  to 
you,  with  the  dignity  which  be¬ 
comes  a  great  and  generous  nation, 
in  order  to  inform  you  of  your 
fituation,  and  eftablifh  in  a  frank 
and  noble  manner  thofe  relations  of 
reciprocal  confidence  which  are  the 
bafes  of  every  juft  and  prudent  ad- 
miniftration.  Without  thefe  neither 
the  government  can  fulfil  the  high 
duty  impofed  upon  it,  nor  the  go¬ 
verned  attain  the  obje&s  defired. 

A  tyranny  of  twenty  years,  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  unfitt-eft  hands  ever 


known,  had  placed  our  country  on 
the  brink  of  perdition.  The  op- 
preffor  of  Europe  faw  that  the  time 
was  arrived  for  carrying  into  exe¬ 
cution  the  plot  he  had  long  been 
forming,  and  adding  the  richelt 
and  moll  brilliant  wreath  to  his 
bloody  crown.  Every  tiling  ap¬ 
peared  to  flatter  his  hopes.  The 
nation  was  alienated  from  its  go¬ 
vernment  by  hatred  or  contempt — 
the  royal  family  wras  divided — the 
beloved  heir  to  the  crown  accu  fed, 
calumniated,  and,  if  poffible,  de¬ 
graded  ;  the  public  force  difperfed 
and  di.rorganized ;  the  refources 
exhaufted  ;  the  French  troops  were 
introduced  into  the  kingdom,  and 
had  already  feized  the  ft  rong  places 
of  the  frontier;  finally,  60,000 
men  were  ready  to  enter  the  capital, 
in  order  from  thence  to  give  law 
to  the  kingdom. 

It  was  at  this  critical  moment 
that,  fuddenly  awaking  from  the 
{lumber  in  which  you  lay,  you  pre¬ 
cipitated  the  favourite  from  the 
height  of  power  he  had  ufurped, 
and  placed  on  the  throne  the  prince 
you  idolized.  An  aft  of  fraud  the 
moft  abominable  which  the  records 
of  human  perverfity  bear,  deprived 
you  of  your  moft  innocent  king  ; 
and  the  aggreffion  of  Bonaparte 
and  tyranny  of  the  French  were 
announced  to  Spain  by  the  cannon¬ 
ade  of  the  2d  of  May  on  Madrid, 
and  by  the  blood  and  flaughter  of 
its  innocent  and  brave  inhabitants 
— -a  horrible  but  fit  prefage  of  the 
fate  Napoleon  was  preparing  for 
you. 

From  that  memorable  day,  when 
the  fupreme  authority  was  fold  to 
the  enemy  which  our  deceived  mo¬ 
narch  had  left  at  the  head  of  the 
government — when  the  other  au¬ 
thorities  were  oppreffed,  and  the 
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s£at  of  the  empire  occupied  by  the 
foe,  the  French  believed  that  no 
further  refinance  would  be  made, 
and  fpread  themfelves  from  eaft  to 
fouth,  to  extend  their  dominion, 
and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  per¬ 
fidy.  Fools !  they  were  not  aware 
that  they  were  inful  ting  and  out-- 
raging  a  people  mod  jealous  of 
their  honour,  and  that  they  rufhed 
on  inevitable  perdition. 

The  irritated  provinces  of  Spain 
rofe  againft  the  opprefforsfuddenly, 
but  with  folemnity,  and  fwore 
to  perifh  rather  than  fudain  fo 
ignominious  a  tyranny.  Europe, 
in  aftonilhment,  was  informed  at  the 
fame  indarit  of  the  offence  and  the 
chadifement ;  and  a  nation  which 
but  a  fhort  time  before  had  fcarcely 
the  femblanee  of  power,  became  at 
once  the  objeft  of  the  intcred  and 
admiration  of  the  univerfe. 

Our  fituation  was  unexampled 
in  our  hidory,  unforefeen  by  our 
laws,  and,  as  it  were,  oppofed  to 
our  habits.  It  was  neceffary  to 
give  a  direction  to  the  public  force, 
correfponding  with  the  will  and 
the  facrifices  of  the  people ;  and 
this  neceflity  created  the  juntas  in 
the  provinces,  which  collefted  in 
themfelves  the  whole  authority  of 
the  nation,  in  order  to  expel  the 
public  enemy  and  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  interior.  What  their 
energy  has  been — how  they  have 
difcharged  the  trud  impofed  upon 
them  by  the  people — and  what  gra¬ 
titude  the  nation  owes  them,  let 
the  fields  declare  which  have  been 
covered  with  the  bodies  of  French¬ 
men,  the  military  fpoils  of  the  in¬ 
vader,  which  ferve  to  deck  our 
temples  as  trophies ;  the  lives  and 
independence  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  national  magidrates  which  have 
been  preferved,  and  the  applaufes 
.  -Vol.  L.  or  Vol,  VIIIj  Nsw  Se 
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of  fo  many  thoufands  of  individuals 
who  owe  to  them  their  liberty  and 
their  vengeance. 

But  as  foon  as  the  capital  was 
delivered  from  the  enemy,  and  the 
communication  between  the  pro¬ 
vinces  was  re-eftablifhed,  it  was 
neceffary  to  unite  the  public  au¬ 
thority  into  one  centre,  which  had 
been  divided  into  as  many  parts 
as  there  were  provincial  juntas, 
whence  the  drength  and  activity  of 
the  nation  could  be  called  into  ex- 
ercife.  This  was  the  decifion  of 
the  public  voice,  and  this  was  the 
meafure  adopted  by  the  provinces. 
Their  refpeftive  juntas  nominated 
deputies,  who  concurred  in  form¬ 
ing  the  centre  of  authority  ;  and  in 
lefs  rime  than  had  been  in  French 
Machiavelianifm  to  dedroy  our  an¬ 
cient  government,  a  new  and  much 
more  formidable  adminidration  was 
feen  in  the  central  junta  which  is 
now  addreffing  you. 

The  concurrence  in  the  national 
will,  which  wrought  this  good— 
the  univerfal  freedom  from  felfifa 
motives  which  induced  the  provin¬ 
ces  to  infrud  their  authority  and 
power  to  other  hands  ;  this  has 
been,  Spaniards,  your  greated  ac¬ 
tion,  this  your  bed  victory.  The 
prefent  age  which  beholds  you, 
and  poderity,  to  whom  you  will 
ferve  for  dudy  and  admiration, 
will  find  in  this  aft  the  mod  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  your  virtue  and 
prudence.  The  enemies  of  Spain 
had  already  defigned  the  moment 
of  your  ruin  ;  they  already  faw  the 
divifions  which  would  be  formed 
by  the  con.vulfions  of  civil  difeord 
— they  already  triumphed,  believ¬ 
ing  the  provinces  would  be  dif- 
united  by  ambition,  and  that  fome 
pretending  to  fuperiority  over  the 
red,  would  apply  to  them  for  pro- 
■  Ies.  *  C  c  teftio* 
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tedion  and  aid.  But,  iol  a  central 
power  has  been  formed  before  their 
eyes,  and  peacefully  acknowledged 
by  all  ;  the  car  of  the  ftate  runs 
upon  one  axle. tree,  and  vehement¬ 
ly  and  powerfully  forces  its  way, 
crufhing  all  the  pretenfions  and  all 
the  hopes  of  their  iniquity. 

The  junta  being  eftablifhed,  its 
attention  was  at  once  turned  to  the 
difcharge  of  its  duties.  To  drive 
<he  enemy  beyond  the  Pyrenees, 
and  compel  him  to  deliver  up  the 
auguft  perfcn  of  our  auguft  king, 
and  thofe  of  his  brother  and  uncle, 
recognizing  at  the  fame  time  our 
liberty  and  independence,  was  the 
firft  duty  which  the  junta  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  nation  had  impofed  upon  it. 
Much  of  this  it  found  already  ef- 
feded,  at  the  period  of  its  eftablilh- 
inent  ;  the  public  enthufiafm  was 
kindled  ;  armies  were  formed,  com- 
pofed  almoft  wholly  of  frefh  troops  ; 
important  vidories  were  gained  ; 
the  enemy  was  driven  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  ;  the  opinion  in  favour  of  his 
military  fkill  deftroyed,  and  the 
laurels  which  adorned  thofe  con¬ 
querors  of  Europe  transferred  to  the 
brows  of  our  warriors. 

This  had  already  been  done,  and 
was  what  might  be  expeded  from 
the  impulfe  of  the  firft  moment ; 
but  having  efftded  all  that  could 
be  produced  by  impetuofity  ard 
valour,  it  is  neceffary  to  avail  our- 
fel  yes  of  the  means  preferibed  by 
prudence  and  conflancy  ;  for  what 
we  have  yet  to  attain,  Spaniards, 
we  mull  repeat  it  again  and  again, 
is  an  arduous  undertaking,  and 
ought  to  call  into  exercife  all  your 
enthufiafm  and  all  your  virtue. 

You  will  be  convinced  of  this 
when  you  turn  your  attention  to 
the  internal  and  external  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  at  the  time  when 


the  junta  began  to  exercife  its 
fundions.  Our  armies  full  of  ar¬ 
dour,  and  eager  to  march  to  vic¬ 
tory,  but  naked  and  unprovided 
with  every  thing:  beyond,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  French  armies  await¬ 
ing  reinforcements  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ebro,  ravaging  Upper  Caftile, 
the  Rioja,  and  the  province!  of 
Bifcay  :  occupying  Pampeluna  and 
Barcelona  with  their  fortrefles  ; 
mailers  of  the  caftle  of  St.  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  ruling  almoft  over  the  whole 
of  Navarre  and  Catalonia;  the  def- 
pot  of  France,  reftlefs  on  his  throne, 
deceiving  the  Oaves  who  obey  him 
by  the  grofteft  impoftures,  and 
flrivingto  lull  toinadivity  all  the 
other  ftates,  in  order  to  difcharge 
on  us  alone  the  enormous  weight 
of  his  military  force  ;  the  powers 
of  the  continent,  in  fine,  oppreffed 
or  inful  ted  by  France,  expeding 
with  anxiety  the  ilfue  of  this  firft 
ftruggle,  defiring  to  declare  again!! 
the  common  enemy  of  all,  but  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  timid  circumfpec- 
tion  which  their  paft  misfortunes 
counfel. 

It  is  evident  that  the  foie  afylum 
which  remains  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  independence,  is  a  general 
confederacy — a  confederacy  which 
will  afiuredly  take  place  at  laft, 
for  intereft  perfuades  and  neceftity 
preferibes  it.  Which  is  the  ftate 
which  can  hold  relations  of  amity 
with  Bonaparte  ?  Who  can  give 
credit  to  his  words  and  promifes, 
or  truft  to  his  loyalty  and  good 
faith  ?  The  fate  of  Spain  will  ferve 
as  a  leflbn  and  a  warning,  her  re¬ 
solution  as  an  example,  her  vido- 
ries  as  an  incentive  ;  and  the  re¬ 
probate  who  has  trampled  under 
foot  the  principles  of  equity,  and 
the  fandity  of  good  faith,  is  placed 
himfelf  in  the  hard  neceftity  of 

having 
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having  more  power  than  all  of 
them,  or  of  being  buried  under  the 
mountains  raifed  by  his  frenzy. 

The  fecurity  and  certainty  of  a 
league,  fo  neceffary  and  juft,  are 
to  be  determined  by  our  previous 
exertions,  and  the  prudence  of  our 
conduct.  When  we  fhall  have 
raifed  a  mafs  of  military  force  as 
terrible  for  its  quantity  as  for  its 
preparation — when  we  fhall  hold  in 
our  hands  all  the  means  of  profit¬ 
ing  by  fuccefs,  or  remedying  a 
reverfe — when  the  found  judg¬ 
ment  and  integrity  which  diftin- 
guifh  the  Spanifh  people,  among 
all  others,  will  manifeft  themfelves 
in  the  regulation  of  all  our  proceed¬ 
ings  and  pretenftons  :  then  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  fecure  of  triumphing,  will 
unite  itfelf  to  us,  and  avenge  at 
once  its  injuries  and  ours.  Then 
Spain  will  enjoy  the  glory  of  hav¬ 
ing  fayed  the  powers  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  repofing  in  the  modera¬ 
tion  and  reditude  of  her  defires, 
and  in  the  ftrength  of  her  fituation, 
fhe  will  be  recognized  as  the  loyal 
confederate  of  all,  but  neither  the 
Have  nor  the  tyrant  of  any. 

Let  us  then  now  employ  all  the 
means  we  poffefs,  as  if  we  had  to 
fuftain  alone  the  whole  force  of 
France.  For  this  purpofe,  the  jun¬ 
ta  has  believed  that  it  is  neceffary 
to  maintain  under  arms  550,000 
effective  men  ;  the  50,000  to  be 
cavalry  ;  an  enormous  mafs  of 
ftrength,  and  difproportionate  it 
may  be  confeffed  to  our  prefent 
fituation  and  our  ancient  wants, 
but  by  no  means  unfuited  to  the 
prefent  occafion.  The  three  armies 
which  are  to  occupy  the  frontier, 
and  the  bodies  of  referve  which  are 
to  fupport  their  operations,  and 
fupply  their  wants,  will  eafily  ab- 
forb  the  defignated  number.  And 
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what  are  they,  or  the  facrifices 
which  neceftity  requires,  compared 
with  the  enterprize  we  have  pro. 
pofed  to  ourfelves,  and  the  enthu- 
ftafm  which  animates  us  ?  Spa. 
niards,  the  power  of  our  adverfary 
is  col  offal,  his  ambition  is  ftili 
greater  than  his  power,  and  his 
exiftence  is  incompatible  with  Our 
liberty,  judge  of  his  exertions  by 
the  barbarity  of  his  charader,  and 
the  extremity  of  his  danger;  but 
thefe  are  the  exertions  of  a  tyrant, 
and  will  be  confounded,  oppofed 
to  the  valour  of  a  great  and  free 
people,  who  have  refolved  upon  no 
other  termination  to  their  confiid: 
than  to  conquer  or  die, 

Confidering  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  this  firft  objed,  the 
junta  turned  its  attention  to  the 
vaft  means  neceffary  to  attain  it. 
The  negledof  the  laft  government, 

o  o 

if  that  may  be  called  government 
which  was  one  continued  and  mon- 
ftrous  dilapidation,  had  exhaufted 
ail  the  lources  of  profperity,  had 
obftruded  the  canals  which  bro  .  gut 
life  and  food  to  all  the  membe  rs  of 
the  fiat?,  diflipating  the  treafures, 
diforganizing  the  public  force,  and 
confuming  the  refources. 

The  junta  has  already  announced 
to  the  public  the  great  favings 
which  refalt  from  the  fuppreftion 
of  the  expcnfes  of  the  royal  houfe- 
hoid,  the  enormous  films  which 
had  been  devoured  by  the  greedy 
and  infatiabie  avarice  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite,  the  produd  of  his  great 
poffeffions,  and  that  of  the  eftates 
of  thofe  unworthy  Spaniards  who 
fled  with  the  tyrant.  We  may 
add  to  thefe  the  profit  which  will 
accrue  to  the  ft  ate  from  a  free  na¬ 
vigation  and  commerce,  and  from 
the  communication  already  opened 
with  America,  Principally  we 
*  C  c  z  rely 
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rely  on  a  well. arranged  admin  If! ra¬ 
tion  of  the  public  revenue,  and  re- 
gularly-difrributed  contributions, 
to  the  reform  and  management  of 
which  the  junta  will  direftly  apply 
its  attention.  We  may  add  to  thefe 
means,  the  fuccours  which  t,e  now 
given  with  fo  generous  a  hand, 
and  will  be  hereafter  granted  us  by 
the  Englifh  nation.  But  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  us,  that  thefe  fuccours 
which  have  been  fo  opportunely 
given,  and  fo  gratefully  received, 
and  the  effects  of  which  have  been 
fo  beneficial,  fhould  be  hereafter 
recognifed  and  recompenfed  with 
the  reciprocity  and  decorum  which 
become  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 
The  Spanifh  monarchy  ought  not, 
in  this  refpedt,  to  be  placed  in  a  date 
of  inequality  and  dependence  upon 
its  allies. 

The  produce  of  thefe  means  will 
certainly  be  great,  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  will  be  flow,  and  for  that 
reafon  infufficient  for  the  urgent 
neceflities  of  the  flate.  Are  they 
fufficient  to  furnifh  for  a  time  the 
ordinary  fupplies,  difcharge  the 
immenfe  debt  which  will  be  in¬ 
curred,  and  maintain  the  formida¬ 
ble  army  which  is  to  be  kept  on 
foot  ?  But  the  junta  will,  in  cafe 
the  manifold  events  and  force  of 
circumftances  fliould  exhauft;  the 
treafury,  have  recourfe  at  once  to 
the  nation  with  the  confidence 
which  its  ardent  patriotifra  ought 
to  infpire,  and  the  neceffity  and 
notoriety  of  the  facrifice.  For  evils 
fo  extraordinary  as  the  prefent, 
remedies  as  extraordinary  mult  be 
applied  ;  and  as  the  government 
judges  it  to  be  one  of  its  obligations 
to  give  anexaft  account  to  the  na¬ 
tion  of  the  application  of  the  re- 
fources  and  funds  which  it  is  about 
to  adminifler,  it  has  no  fear  that 


its  demands  will  be  difregarded 
through  diftruft,  or  be  detefted  as 
arbitrary. 

Thus  much  with  refpedf  to  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
means  of  effecting  it,  the  moft  ur= 
gent  concerns  and  the  firft  in  the 
order  of  time  which  the  junta  has 
under  its  care.  But,  Spaniards, 
there  are  others  as  necefl'ary  and 
primary  as  that,  without  attending 
to  which  the  junta  would  fulfil  but 
half  its  duties,  and  which  is  the 
great  reward  of  your  enthufiafm 
and  facrifices.  Political  independ¬ 
ence  is  nothing  without  felicity 
and  interior  fecurity.  Turn  your 
eyes  to  the  time  when  opprefled 
and  degraded,  ignorant  of  your 
own  ftrength,  and  finding  no  afy- 
lum  againft  your  evils,  either  in 
the  inftitutions  or  in  the  laws,  you 
held  foreign  dominion  lefs  odious 
than  the  wafting  tyranny  which 
internally  confirmed  you.  The  do- 
minion  of  a  will  always  caprici¬ 
ous,  and  for  the  greater  part  un,. 
juft,  has  for  your  calamity,  Iafted 
long  enough  in  Spain  ;  your  pa, 
tience,  your  love  of  order,  and  your 
generous  loyalty,  have  been  long 
enough  abufed  ;  it  is  time  that  the 
voice  of  the  law  only  fliould  begin 
to  command,  founded  on  general 
utility.  This  was  the  defire  of 
our  good  and  unfortunate  monarch  ; 
this  was  the  path  he  pointed  out, 
even  during  an  unjuft  captivity  to 
which  a  perfidious  traitor  reduced 
him.  Country,  Spaniards  1  ought 
not  to  be  a  vague  and  a  vain  name 
to  you  :  it  ought  to  import  in  your 
ears  and  in  your  heart  the  fandlu- 
ary  of  the  laws  and  cuftoms,  the 
theatre  for  talents,  and  the  reward 
of  virtue. 

Yes,  Spaniards,  the  great  day  is 
drawing  near,  when,  according 
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the  uniform  defire$  of  our  beloved 
king,  and  of  his  loyal  people,  the 
monarchy  will  be  eftablifhed  on 
folid  and  durable  bafes.  You  will 
then  poffefs  fundamental  laws, 
which  will  be  beneficial,  friends 
of  order,  reftridive  of  arbitrary 
power;  and  thefe  being  re-efta- 
blifhed,  and  your  genuine  rights 
being  allured,  you  will  rejoice  to 
behold  a  monument  worthy  of  you, 
and  of  the  monarch  who  is  to 
watch  over  the  prefervation  of  it, 
bleffing,  amid  fo  many  calamities, 
the  fhare  which  the  people  will  have 
had  in  its  eredion.  The  junta, 
which  holds  in  its  hand  the  fupreme 
diredion  of  the  national  forces,  in 
order,  by  all  means,  to  affure  its 
defence,  felicity,  and  glory  ;  the 
junta,  which  has  already  publicly 
acknowledged  the  great  influence 
which  a  nation  ought  to  have  in 
the  government,  which  alone,  and 
without  any  afliftance,  has  done 
every  thing  in  the  name  of  the 
king  and  for  his  cause  ;  the  junta 
folemnly  promife  to  you,  that  you 
fhall  poffefs  that  country  which 
you  have  invoked  with  fo  much 
enthufiafm,  and  defended,  or  ra¬ 
ther  conquered,  with  fo  much  va¬ 
lour. 

Until  the  military  operations, 
flow  at  firft,  in  order  better  to  fe- 
cure  a  happy  refult;  fhall  furnifli 
the  opportunity  and  repofe  necef- 
fary  for  the  grand  and  folemn  re¬ 
union  which  it  announces  to  you, 
the  government  will  take  care  pri¬ 
vately  to  difcufs  and  to  examine 
the  projeds  of  reform,  and  the  in- 
flitutions  which  ought  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  for  the  national  fandion. 
Without  inftrudion,  or  know¬ 
ledge,  or  data,  the  majeftic  work 
of  legiflatipn  is  the  refult  of  a 
Jfd.ind  and  linkable  will,  and  as 


fuch,  expofed  to  error,  inconfif- 
tency,  and  contempt !  Wife  Spa¬ 
niards  !  you  who,  devoted  to  the  in- 
veftigation  of  the  focial  principles, 
unite  the  love  of  humanity  to  the 
love  of  your  country,  and  inflruc- 
tion  to  zeal :  this  concern  is  your’s, 
the  happy  execution  of  which  is 
fo  necefiary.  The  junta,  inftead 
of  rejeding  your  council,  defires 
and  feeks  it.  The  knowledge  and 
illuftration  of  our  ancient  con- 
fiitutionai  law  ;  changes,  which, 
in  their  re-eftabliflimenf,  they 
ought  to  undergo  from  the  differ* 
ence  of  circumftances  ;  reforms 
which  are  to  be  made  in  the  civil, 
criminal,  and  commercial  codes  % 
projeds  to  meliorate  public  educa¬ 
tion,  which,  among  us,  is  fo  great¬ 
ly  in  decline  ;  a  fyftem  of  regu¬ 
lated  economy  for  the  better  dif- 
tribution  and  colledion  of  the  na¬ 
tional  revenue ;  all  thefe  claim 
your  attention,  and  form  a  vaft 
feries  of  problems  and  objeds  of 
meditation,  in  which  you  may* 
manifefl  your  talents  and  your 
acquirements.  The  junta  will 
form  from  among  you  different 
committees,  each  intrufled  with  a 
particular  department,  to  whom 
are  to  be  freely  add  refled  all  wri¬ 
tings  on  matters  of  government 
and  adminiflration,  in  which  may 
be  difeufifed  the  different  objeds 
which  claim  the  general  attention  j 
fo  that  each  contributing  by  his 
exertions  to  give  a  j ufb  and  en¬ 
lightened  diredion  to  the  public 
opinion,  they  may  enable  the  na¬ 
tion  to  eftablifh  folidly  and  tran¬ 
quilly  its  internal  felicity. 

The  Spanifh  revolution  will 
thus  be  diftinguifhed  by  charac- 
tcriftic  features,  altogether  the 
reverfe  of  rhofe  which  were  feen 
in  the  French  revolution.  That 
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began  in  the  wretched  internal 
intrigues  of  courtiers  ;  ours,  in 
the  neceffity  of  repelling  an  unjuft 
and  powerful  aggreffor:  in  that 
there  were  as  many  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  the  forms  of  government 
as  there  were  factions,  or  rather 
perfons  :  in  ours,  there  is  but  one 
opinion,  one  general  defire ;  an 
hereditary  monarchy,  and  Ferdi¬ 
nand  VII.  on  the  throne.  The 
French,  {bedding  torrents  of  blood 
during  their  anarchy,  proclaimed 
no  one  principle  which  they  did 
not  afterwards  rejedl  ;  they  made 
no  law  which  they  did  not  violate, 
and  at  laft  they  fubmitted  to  a  bar¬ 
barous  defpotifm.  The  Spaniards, 
who,  on  account  of  the  perfidious 
invafion  of  the  French,  found  them¬ 
felves  without  a  government,  and 
without  communication  with  each 
other,  have  not  {hewn  themfelves 
terrible  or  bloody,  except  towards 
their  enemies,  and  well  know  how 
to  meliorate  their  inftitutions,  and 
confolidate  their  liberty,  without 
overthrowing  the  ftate, 

O  Spaniards  !  how  beautiful  a 
perfpective  of  glory  and  felicity 
we  behold  before  us,  if  we  know 
3iow  to  profit  by  the  fingular  epoch  ; 
if  we  fulfil  the  high  purpofes  which 
Providence  points  out  to  us !  In- 
ftead  of  being  objects  of  compaf- 
fion  and  contempt,  as  we  have 
hitherto  been,  we  are  about  to 
become  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  the  world.  The  delicious  cli¬ 
mate  we  enjoy,  the  fertile  foil 
whence  we  draw  our  fubfiftence, 
our  geographical  pofition,  the 
riches  which  nature  has  lavished 
upon  us,  and  the  noble  and  gene¬ 
rous  charadler  with  which  fne 
has  endowed  us,  will  not  be 
wafted  gifts  in  the  hands  of  a  vile 
and,  enilaved  people. 


Already  the  Span'fh  name  is 
pronounced  with  refpeT  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  whole  nations  which  lie 
trampled  upon  by  the  French,  hang 
all  their  hopes  upon  our  fortune  ; 
even  the  very  Haves  of  he  tyrant, 
groaning  under  his  intolerable 
yoke,  form  vows  for  us.  Let  us 
be  conftant,  and  we  (hall  gather 
the  fruit  which  victory  will  pro¬ 
duce  :  the  laws  of  religion  fatisfied  : 
our  monarch  either  reftored  to  the 
throne,  or  avenged  ;  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  monarchy  re- 
itored  and  confecrated,  in  a  manner 
folemn,  and  confonant  with  civil 
liberty  ;  the  fountains  of  public 
profperity  pouring  benefits  fpon- 
taneoufly,  and  without  impedi¬ 
ment  ;  our  relations  with  our 
colonies  drawn  more  clofelv  and 
become  more  fraternal,  and  con- 
fequently  more  ufeful  ;  in  fine, 
adlivity,  induftry,  talents  and  vir¬ 
tues  ftimulated  and  rewarded  :  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  fplendour  and 
tor  tune  we  fit  all  raife  our  country, 
if  we  ourfelves  correfpond  with 
themagnificentcircumftances  which 
furround  us. 

Thefe  are  the  views,  and  this  is 
the  plan  which  the  junta  propofed 
to  itfelf  from  the  moment  of  its 
inftallation,  in  order  to  fulfil  the 
two  primary  and  effential  objeftg 
of  its  inftitution.  Its  members 
charged  with  an  authority  fo  great, 
and  making  themfelves  refponfible 
by  entertaining  hopes  fo  flattering, 
do  not  fail  to  fee  the  difficulties 
they  have  to  conquer  in  order  to 
realize  them,  the  enormity  of  the 
weight  which  hangs  over  them, 
nor  the  dangers  to  which  they  are 
e.xpofed;  but  they  will  think  the 
fatigues,  and  the  devotion  of  their 
perfons  to  the  fervice  of  the  coun¬ 
try  well  paid,  if  they  fucceed  in 
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lnfpiring  Spaniards  with  that  con¬ 
fidence,  without  which  the  public 
good  cannot  be  fecured,  and  which 
the  junta  dares  to  affirm  it  merits, 
from  the  rectitude  ot  its  principles 
an  1  the  purity  of  its  intentions. 

Aranjuez,  Oft,  23,  l8c8. 


JDectee  for  the  Formation  of  a  Militia 
of  Honour,  dated  Royal  Palace 
of  Ar a njueZy  Nov,  23,  1 808, 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  proclaim 
to  the  Spanilh  people  the  great 
obligation  they  are  under,  to  deli¬ 
ver  themfelves  fro-m  the  fiavery 
which  threatens  them,  and  which 
is  already  fuffered  by  their  molt 
amiable  monarch,  and  the  whole 
royal  family,  from  the  mod  pow¬ 
erful,  cunning,  and  perfidious  of 
tyrants.  Although  the  continental 
powers  of  Europe,  all  fubdued  and 
held  in  great  fubje&ion,  more  by 
the  fiibtie,  fordid,  and  immoral 
policy  of  the  tyrant,  than  by  the 
force  of  his  arms,  cannot  aid  us 
dire&ly  by  rebelling,  or  declaring 
war  againft  the  common  opprefior, 
yet  they  affift  us  indirectly  and 
paffively,  by  engaging  a  great  part 
of  his  armies  in  the  keeping  in 
obedience  fome  of  them,  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  others.  All  of  them,  even 
France  herfelf,  have  their  atten¬ 
tion  fixed  upon  Spain,  hoping  from 
its  intrepid  inhabitants,  liberty 
and  independence.  As  foon  as 
the  Spaniards  fhall  have  fhaken 
the  fuperiority  of  their  oppofers, 
not  one  of  them  will  fail  to  take 
up  arms  for  his  annihilation  ;  be- 
caufe  not  one  of  them  will  fail  to 
behold  his  black  intrigues  laid 
bare  and  fruftrated,  or  to  convince 
himfelf  that  the  terrifying  opinion 
hitherto  entertained  of  his  power. 
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has  been  more  the  effetfl  of  the 
artifices,  by  which  he  has  been 
able  to  feduce  them,  than  of  the 
number,  Ikill,  and  valour  of  his 
troops,  But  upon  us  is  impofed 
the  duty,  and  o  us  is  referved  the 
glory  ot  Itriking  the  firft  blow. 
To  us,  Spaniards,  Providence  has 
left  the  alternative  of  being  the 
firff  people  of  Europe,  and  the 
deliverers  of  a !  1  of  them,  or  of 
being  the  mod  wretched  of  Daves. 
The  general  will  of  all  has  been 
long  pronounced,  in  the  moil  fo- 
lemn  and  expreffive  manner.  Al- 
rn  oft  altogether  dTarmed,  our 
belt  refources  difperfed  and  dif- 
organized  ;  our  marine  deftroyed  ; 
our  enemies  mailers  of  the  capital, 
and  of  the  moil  important  for- 
trefles  ;  the  nation  impoverifhed, 
focial  virtue  defpifed,  our  manners 
corrupted,  and  vice  enthroned  ;  we 
have  in  an  inftant  recovered  our  an¬ 
cient  dignity  and  character,  and  van- 
quiDied  obftacles  which  could  yield 
only  to  patriotic  heroifm.  While 
we  believed  that  our  public  dis¬ 
orders  might  be  ephemeral,  b  ing 
accidental,  and  produced  by  the 
blind  confidence  of  our  fovereign 
in  a  perverfe  favourite,  our  innate 
loyalty  obliged  us  to  endure  them 
with  refignation  and  conftancy  ; 
but  no  fooner  did  we  clearly  per¬ 
ceive,  that  the  tyrant  of  France 
fought  to  avail  himfelf  of  thofe 
diforders,  in  order  to  enfiave'  us, 
as  he  hadenftaved  our  fovereign — 
in  order  to  entangle  us  in  the  fame 
toils  in  which  he  had  already  caught 
Italy,  Holland,  Switzerland,  and 
the  greater  part  of  Germany,  and 
in  order  to  convert  our  robuft  and 
honourable  arms  into  vile  inftru- 
nients  of  his  ambition  and  rapacity 
— then  it  wajs  that  ail  our  provin¬ 
ces,  citks  towns  and  villages,  as 
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if  on  a  fudden  they  had  awakened 
from  a  profound  lethargy,  recol¬ 
lected  their  imprefcriptible  rights, 
and  recovered  all  the  energy  ne- 
ceffary  to  defend  and  preferve  them. 
In  the  fhort  fpace  of  eight  days, 
every  Spaniard,  animated  by  an 
enthufiafm  as  ardent  as  patriotic, 
refolved  to  perifhor  take  vengeance 
of  the  tyrant  ;  and  Providence 
Inftantly  favoured  their  juft  and 
valorous  determination.  The  fa- 
tellites  of  cppreffion,  who  had  till 
then  arrogated  to  themfelves  the 
epithet  of  invincible,  were  finally 
conquered,  for  the  firft  time  pur- 
fued,  hunted  like  wild  bears,  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  either  in 
the  receffes  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  in 
the  ftrcng  places  which  had  been 
furprized  by  the  bafe  arts  of  fraud, 
perfidy,  and  treafen.  But,  Span¬ 
iards,  it  is  ff ill  to  be  feen  whether 
thefe  firft  and  brave  efforts  of  your 
valour  are  to  refemble  the  fudden 
flafhes  of  an  expiring  torch,  or 
the  firft  flame  of  a  pile,  whofe 
fire,  growing  every  inftant  more 
luminous  and  aftive,  does  not  ceafe 
till  it  has  no  fubftance  to  devour. 
The  firft  would  take  place  were 
you  to  prefer  your  apparent  and 
individual  interefts  to  the  public 
welfare  which  is  truly  fubftantial— 
if  you  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  milled 
by  felfifhnefs,  or  diftrafted  by  pri¬ 
vate  paflions— if  you  divide  your¬ 
felves  into  factions  or  parties — • 
and,  in  a  word,  if  you  are  not 
convinced,  that  it  is,  above  ail 
things,  indifpenfably  neceffary  that 
you  fhouid  make  great  facrifices,  in 
order  to  complete  }our  great  cn- 
terprife,  and  one  day  enjoy  the 
glory  you  are  to  rear  with  it.  In 
this  enterprife  your  /ice  fnould 
be,  die  or  conquer.  B  at  you  will 
ove:come  all  obftacles,  if  you  af- 


fert  and  boldly  maintain  this  you? 
irrevocable  refoiution  ;  for  neither 
does  fortune  generally  forfake  thofe 
who  meet  danger  with  unfiiaken 
firmnefs,  nor  can  God  deny  his 
aid  to  thofe  who  pnrpofe  to  defend 
his  caufe  with  found  and  deliber¬ 
ate  refoiution.  Spaniards,  do  not 
doubt  it.  War  ought  to  be  hence- 
forth  your  chief  element.  You? 
endeavours  fhouid  be  diredled  to 
the  maintaining  of  it  with  intre- 
pidity  and  conifancy  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  is  capable  of  weakening  thofe 
efforts,  you  fhouid  confider  as  the 
firft  link  in  the  chain  of  your  future 
flavery,  and  as  impediments  to 
the  delivery  of  your  adored  Fer« 
dinand. — In  his  name,  and  after 
the  matured  examination,  the  fu- 
preme  central  junta  have  refolved, 
that  befides  the  increafing  num¬ 
bers  of  troops  already  conftituted 
and  even  organized,  and  which 
are  now  marching  towards  the 
Pyrenees,  to  repel,  attack,  and 
dri  ve  away  the  foe,  250,000  war¬ 
riors  fhall  be  enliiled,  organized, 
and  inftrufted  in  arms,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  preferibed  in  the  re¬ 
gulations  ar:d  pro\  ifions  which  are. 
to  be  publifhed  for  that  purpofe. — 
But  at  the  fame  time  that  his  Ma- 
jelly  Matters  himfelf  that  thefe 
forces,  added  to  thofe  which  will 
be  furnifhed  by  the  Englifh  and 
Portuguefe,  our  allies,  will  be 
able  to  deftroy  his  mortal  enemy, 
he  forefees,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
great  convenience  and  even  necef- 
fity  there  will  be  that  in  the  metro¬ 
polis,  and  in  ali  the  provinces  which 
remain  without  garrifon  or  armed 
force,  there  fhou.d  be  raifed  loyal 
bodies,  interfiled  in  preventing 
diforders,  and  capable  of  arrefting 
banditti,  deferters,  and  evibdif-?. 
pofed  perfens,  who  may  purpofe 
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to  fatiate  their  ambition  or  rapa¬ 
city  by  difturbing  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity.  Honour,  union,  frater¬ 
nity,  forgetfulnefs  of  injury,  a 
difregard  of  what  is  or  what  we 
may  fancy  due  to  us,  internal  and 
mutual  peace  and  concord  among 
the  citizens,  and,  in  a  wTord,  all 
the  virtues  which  conftitute  true 
patriotifm,  thefe  are  the  planks 
which  alone  can  fave  us  from  the 
threatening  fhipwreck.  The  fug- 
geftions  and  difcourfes  which  might 
ftifle  and  make  cool  rhefe  virtues, 
would  he  fo  many  hemlock  cups 
fraught  with  death,  fo  many  hid¬ 
den  in  ares  placed  by  malxe  or  im¬ 
prudence  in  our  path,  on  the  brink 
of  the  precipice. — To  preferve 
then  thofe  virtues,  and  maintain 
tranquillity  in  all  the  towns,  and 
efpeciaily  in  the  larger ;  to  im- 
pofe  awe  upon  robbers,  and  appre¬ 
hend  deferters,  and  to  prevent,  by 
prompt  and  inevitable  punifhment, 
the  multiplication  of  crimes,  his 
majefty  has  refolved,  that  in  all 
the  towns  of  the  kingdom  which 
are  out  of  the  theatre  of  war, 
there  fhall  be  raifed  bodies  of  mi¬ 
litia  of  honour  (milicias  honradas), 
according  to  certain  rules  and  re¬ 
gulations. 


IMPERIAL  DECREES. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  Protedor  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
&c.  &c. 

Taking  into  our  confideration, 
that  one  of  the  greateft  abufes 
which  have  been  introduced  into 
the  finances  of  Spain  arifes  from 
the  alienation  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  impofts,  and  that. 
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neverthelefs,  impofts  are  from 
their  nature  inalienable,  we  have 
decreed,  and  do  decree  as  follows  : 

From  the  publication  of  the  p re¬ 
fen  t  decree,  every  individual  who 
fhall  be  in  pofTeftion,  either  by  grant 
from  the  king,  or  by  fale,  or  by 
any  other  means,  of  any  portion 
whatever  of  the  civil  or  ecclefiafti- 
cal  impofts,  shall  ceafe  to  receive 
them  ;  and  thofe  from  whom  they 
may  be  leviable  fhall  be  anfwer- 
able  for  the  payment  of  their  re- 
fpedive  impofts  to  the  agents  of 
the  king,  or  of  the  treafury. 

The  prefent  decree  fhall  be  pub- 
Hihed  and  regiftered  in  all  the 
councils,  courts,  and  tribunals,  in 
ord<-r  to  its  being  carried  into  exe. 
cution  as  a  law  of  the  ftate. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 

By  the  emperor,  minifter  fe ere* 
tary  of  ftate,  H.  B.  Maret. 


Dated  from  the  Imperial  Camp  at 
Burgos ,  the  nth  of  November, 

I  808. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  and^rotedor  of 
the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine. 
Confidering  that  the  troubles  in 
Spain  have  been  principally  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  plots,  carried  on  by  feveral 
individuals,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  who  joined  in  them 
have  been  either  milled  or  deceiv¬ 
ed,  wifhing  to  pardon  thefe,  and  to 
grant  an  amnefty  for  the  crimes 
which  they  have  committed  againft: 
us,  oar  nation,  and  the  king  our 
brother,  wifhing  alfo  to  mark  thofe 
who,  after  having  fworn  fidelity  to 
the  king,  have  violated  that  oath; 
who,  after  having  accepted  places, 
have  only  ufed  the  authority  which 
was  confided  to  them  to  betray 
their  fovereign,  and  who,  inftead 

of 
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of  employing  their  influence  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  citizens*  have  only  ufed 
it  to  miflead  them  ;  and  wilhing, 
lately,  that  the  puniteiment  of  great 
offenders  may  ferve  as  an  example 
in  future  times  to  ail  thofe,  who, 
placed  at  the  head  of  nations,  in. 
ftead  of  directing  the  people  with 
wifdoni  and  prudence,  miflead 
th  m,  and  lead  (hem  into  diforders 
md  popular  agitations,  and  preci¬ 
pitate  them  into  misfortunes  and 
war : 

We  have  decreed  as  follows :  — 

ift.  The  dukes  of  Infantado,  of 
Hijar,  of  Medina  Coeli,  and  of  Of- 
funa,  the  marquis  of  Santa  Cruz, 
the  counts  of  Fernan  Nunez,  and 
of  Alamera,  the  prince  of  Caftel 
Franco*  the  fieur  Pierre  Cevallos, 
ex-minifter  of  flate,  and  the  bifhop 
of  Santander,  are  declared  traitors 
to  France  and  Spain,  and  traitors 
to  the  two  crowns.  As  fuch,  their 
perfons  (hall  be  feized,  and  brought 
before  a  military  commiffion  and 
fhot.  Theirproper'y,  moveable  and 
immoveable,  (hall  be  confifcated  in 
Spain,  in  France,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Italy,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  in  the  Papal  States,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Holland,  and  in  all  the 
countries  occupied  by  the  French 
arms,  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
war. 

[The  fecond  article  renders  null 
and  void  all  fales,  er  other  difpofi- 
tions  of  their  property.] 

The  third  grants,  in  the  name  of 
joleph  Bonaparte,  a  pardon  to  all 
Spaniards,  who  within  one  month 
after  rhe  arrival  of  Bonaparte,  at 
Madrid,  (hall  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  renounce  all  adhefion  to  and 
connexion  with  England 

Neither  the  members  of  the  jun¬ 
tas,  nor  general  officers,  who  have 
carried  arms,  are  excepted  from 


this  pardon,  provided  they  furreru 
der  as  before-mentioned. 


From  our  Camp  at  Madrid ,  Dec.  4,. 

Napoleon,  emperor,  &c. 

Confidering  that  the  council  of 
Caftile  has  fhpwn  in  the  exercife  of 
its  functions  as  much  falfehood  as 
weaknefs,  and  that  after  having 
publifhed  throughout  the  kingdom 
the  renunciation  of  Charles  IV. 
and  of  the  princes  don  Fernando, 
don  Carlos,  don  Francifco,  and  don 
Antonio,  of  the  crown  of  Spain, 
and  after  having  acknowledged 
and  proclaimed  our  legitimate  right 
to  the  throne,  it  had  the  bafenefs 
to  declare  in  the  eyes  of  Euro  e 
and  pofterity,  that  it  had  figned 
thefe  documents  with  fecret  and 
perfidious  refervations ; — We  de¬ 
cree  as  follows  : 

i.  That  the  members  of  the 
council  of  Caftile  are  difplaced  as 
being  cowards,  and  unworthy  of 
being  the  magiftrates  of  a  bravq 
and  generous  nation. 

By  the  fecond  article,  however, 
fuch  members  of  the  council  as  did 
not  fign  the  deliberation  of  the 
1 1  th  Auguft  are  excepted  from  this 
decrqe. 


From  our  Camp  before  Madrid t  De% 
cember  4. 

Napoleon,  emperor,  &c« 

We  decree  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  tribunal  of  the  inqufition 
is  aboliftied,  as  incompatible  with 
the  fovereign  power,  and  with  the 
civil  authority. 

2.  The  property  belonging  to 
the  inquifition  fhall  be  fequeft rated 
and  re-united  to  the  domains  of 
Spain,  to  ferve  as  a  guarantee  for 
the  vales  and  other  eft’eds  of  the 
public  debt. 

G&r 


STATE  PAPERS.  *  595 


/W  our  Imperial  Camp  before  Madrid, 
December  4. 

Napoleon,  emperor,  &c. 

Confidering  rhat  the  religious  of 
the  different  monaftic  orders  in 
Spain  are  too  multiplied  :  — 

That  if  a  certain  number  be  ufe- 
ful  to  aflift  the  minifters  of  the  al¬ 
tar  in  tlie  adminiftration  of  the  fa- 
craments,  the  exiftence  of  too  con- 
fiderable  a  number  is  injurious  to 
the  profperity  of  the  ftate  : — 

We  decree  as  follows : 

Art.  I.  The  number  of  convents 
at  prefent  exifting  in  Spain  (hall  be 
reduced  to  a  third. 

This  redu&ion  fhall  be  produced 
by  uniting  the  religious  of  feveral 
convents  in  one  {ingle  houfe. 

2.  Dating  from  the  publication 
of  the  prefent  decree,  no  admif- 
fion  to  the  noviciate,  no  religious 
profeffion  {hall  be  permitted  until 
the  number  of  the  religious  of  each 
fex  shall  have  been  reduced  to  the 
third  of  the  number  of  the  faid  re¬ 
ligious  now  exifting. 

In  confequence,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  a  fortnight,  all  the  novices  {hall 
quit  the  convents  into  which  they 
have  been  admitted. 

3.  All  the  regular  ecclefiaftics 
who  wifti  to  renounce  their  ufual 
living,  and  to  live  as  fecular  eccle¬ 
fiaftics,  {hall  be  free  to  quit  their 
houfes. 

4.  The  religious  who  {hall  fo  re¬ 
nounce,  conformably  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  {hall  be  admitted  to 
the  enjoyment  of  a  penfion,  whole 
amount  {hall  be  regulated  by  their 
age,  but  which  {hall  not  be  lefs 
than  3000  reals,  nor  exceed  the 
maximum  of  4000. 

5.  Upon  the  amount  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  convents  which  fhall 
be  fupprefied  in  execution  of  the 


firft  article  of  the  prefent  decree* 
fhall  be  railed  the  fum  neceflary  to 
increafe  the  proportion  of  the  cures* 
fo  that  the  minimum  of  the  Diary 
of  the  curates  (hall  be  raifed  to 
2400  reals. 

6.  The  property  of  the  fupprefth 
ed  convents,  which  fhall  be  dif- 
pofable  after  the  railing  of  the  fum 
ordered  by  the  foregoing  article, 
fhall  be  united  to  the  domain  of 
Spain,  and  to  be  employed  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

1 .  The  half  of  the  faid  property 
to  guarantee  the  vales  and  other 
parts  of  the  public  debt. 

2.  The  other  half  to  reimburfe 
the  provinces  and  cities  the  ex¬ 
pen  ces  occafioned  by  the  Applying 
the  French  armies,  and  the  infur- 
redlional  armies,  and  to  indemnify 
the  cities  and  country  for  the  da¬ 
mages,  loftes  of  houfes,  and  other 
Ioffes  occafioned  by  the  war. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 


Extra,!?  from  the  Minutes  of  the 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State » 

Imperial  Camp  at  Madrid ,  Dec .  1 2. 

We,  Napoleon,  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  and  pro¬ 
testor  of  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  have  decreed  and  do 
decree  as  follow's  : 

Art.  1.  All  feignorial  courts  of 
juftice  are  abolifhed  in  Spain. 

2.  There  (hall  exift  no  other  jti- 
rifdidlion  than  the  royal  courts  of 
juftice. 

3.  The  prefent  decree  fhall  be 
publifhed  and  regiftered  in  all  the 
councils,  courts,  and  tribunals,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  executed  as 
the  iaw  of  the  flare. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 

By  the  emperor,  minifter  fecre- 
tary  of  flats,  H.  B.  Maret. 

Proclamation 
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Proclamation  by  Napoleon , 

Spaniards ! — You  have  been  mif¬ 
fed  by  perfidious  men.  They  have 
engaged  you  in  afenfelefs  ftruggle, 
and  you  have  had  recourfe  to  arms. 
Is  there  one  amongft  you,  who 
after  a  moment’s  re  fed;  ion  upon 
all  that  has  palled,  would  not  be 
convinced  that  you  have  been  the 
fport  of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the 
continent,  who  take  delight  in 
witneffing  the  effufion  of  Spaniffl 
and  French  blood  ?  What  poffible 
refult  would  attend  even  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  fonie  campaigns  ?  An  end- 
lefs  war  upon  your  foil,  and  a  te¬ 
dious  uncertainty  refpedting  the 
fate  of  your  properties  and  lives. 
Within  the  fpace  of  a  few  months, 
you  have  been  delivered  up  to  all 
the  afflictions  of  popular  factions. 
The  defeat  of  your  armies  has  been 
the  work  of  fome  marches ;  I  have 
entered  Madrid  ;  the  rights  of  war 
would  juftify  me  in  making  a  fig- 
nal  example,  by  waffling  away  in 
blood  the  outrage,  offered  to  me 
and  to  my  nation  :  but  1  have 
liftened  to  the  didates  of  clemency 
only.  Some  men,  the  authors  of 
all  your  calamities,  fflall  alone  be 
puniffled.  I  (hall  fpeedily  drive 
from  the  peninfula  that  Engliffl 
army  which  has  been  fent  to  Spain, 
mot  for  the  purpofe  of  affiftance  to 
you,  but  to  infpire  you  with  a  falfe 
confidence  and  to  miflead  you. 

I  had  declared  to  you  in  my 
proclamation  of  the  2d  of  June, 
that  I  wifflcd  to  be  your  regene¬ 
rator.  To  the  rights  which  had 
been  ceded  to  me  by  the  princes  of 
the  lafl  dynafly,  you  wiffled  that  I 
fflould  add  the  right  of  conqueft. 
That  fflall  not  make  any  alteration 
in  my  intentions.  I  am  even  dif- 
pofed  to  praife  all  that  may  be  ge¬ 


nerous  in  your  efforts;  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  to  admit,  that  your  real  in- 
terefts  have  been  concealed  from 
you,  that  the  real  date  of  things 
had  been  difguifed  from  you.  Spa¬ 
niards,  your  deftiny  is  in  your 
own  hands.  Rejed  the  poifons 
which  the  Engliffl  have  fpread 
amongft  you  : — let  your  king  be 
allured  of  your  affedion  and  your 
confidence,  and  you  will  be  more 
powerful  and  more  happy  than  ever 
you  have  been.  All  that  obftruel- 
ed  your  profperity  and  your  gran¬ 
deur  I  have  deflroyed  :  the  chains, 
which  have  borne  down  the  people, 
I  have  broken  ;  a  free  conftitution 
gives  you  a  limited  and  conftitu- 
tional  inflead  of  an  abfolute  mo¬ 
narchy.  It  depends  upon  your- 
felves  whether  this  conftitution 
fflall  ftill  continue  in  your  land. 

But  fflould  all  my  efforts  prove 
fruitlefs,  and  fhould  you  not  merit 
my  confidence,  nothing  will  re¬ 
main  for  me  but  to  treat  you  as 
conquered  provinces,  and  to  place 
my  brother  upon  another  throne. 

I  fflall  then  place  the  crown  of 
Spain  upon  my  own  head,  and 
caufe  it  to  be  refpeded  by  the 
guilty  ;  for  God  has  given  me 
power  and  inclination  to  furmount 
all  obftacles ! 

Given  at  our  imperial  camp  at 
Madrid,  Dec.  7,  1808. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 

H.  B.  Mar et. 


Napoleon’s  Speech  to  the  Corregidor 
of  Madrid . 

An  Addrefs  from  the  Corregidor 
and  Magiftracy  of  Madrid  was 
prefented  to  Napoleon  on  the 
9th  December,  i8o3,  to  which 
he  replied* 


“  I  am 
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i%  I  am  pleafetl  with  the  fenti- 
*nents  of  the  city  of  Madrid.  I 
regret  the  injuries  (lie  has  fuffered, 
and  am  particularly  happy  that, 
tinder  exifting  circumftances,  I 
have  been  able  to  effeft  her  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  to  protect  her  from  great 
calamities.  I  have  haftened  to 
-adopt  meafures  calculated  to  tran¬ 
quillize  all  ranks  of  the  citizens, 
knowing  how  painful  a  ftate  of  un¬ 
certainty  is  to  all  men  colle&ively 
and  individually.  I  have  preferved 
the  fpiritual  orders,  but  with  a  li¬ 
mitation  of  the  number  of  monks. 
There  is  not  a  jingle  intelligent 
perfon  who  is  not  of  opinion  that 
they  were  too  numerous.  Thofe 
of  them  who  are  influenced  by  a 
divine  call,  IT  all  remain  in  their 
doifters.  With  regard  to  thofe 
whofe  call  was  doubtful,  or  influ¬ 
enced  by  temporal  confiderations., 
I  have  fixed  their  condition  in  the 
order  of  fecular  priefts.  Out  of 
the  fur  pi  us  of  the  monaftic  proper¬ 
ly,  I  have  provided  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  paftor9,  that  im¬ 
portant  and  ufeful  clafs  of  the  cler¬ 
gy.  1  have  abolifhed  that  court 
which  was  a  fubjecl  of  complaint 
to  Europe  and  the  prefent  age. 
Priefts  may  guide  the  minds  of  men, 
but  muft  exercife  no  temporal  or 
corporeal  jurifdi&ion  over  the  ci¬ 
tizens. 

i(  I  have  accomplifhed  what  I 
owed  to  myfelf  and  my  nation. 
Vengeance  has  had  its  due.  It 
has  fallen  upon  ten  of  the  principal 
culprits  :  all  the  reft  have  entire 
and  abfolute  forgivenefs.  I  have 
abolifhed  thofe  privileges  which  the 
grandees  ufurped,  during  times  of 
civil  war,  when  kings  but  too  fre¬ 
quently  are  neceffitated  to  fur-ren¬ 
der  their  rights,  to  purchafe  their 
«wn  tranquillity,  and  that  of  their 
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people.  I  have  abolifhed  the  feu¬ 
dal  rights,  and  henceforth  every 
one  may  fet  up  inns,  ovens,  mills, 
employ  himfelf  in  fifhing  and  rab¬ 
bit  hunting,  and  give  free  fcope  to 
his  induftry,  provided  he  refpefts 
the  laws  and  regulations  <?f  the  po¬ 
lice.  The  felfilhnefs,  wealth,  and 
profperity  of  a  fmall  number  of  in. 
dividuals,  were  more  injurious  to 
your  agriculture  than  the  heat  of 
the  dog-days.  As  there  is  but  one 
God,  fo  fhould  there  be  in  a  ftate 
but  one  judicial  power.  All  pecu¬ 
liar  jurifdiclions  were  ufurpations, 
and  at  variance  with  the  rights  of 
the  nation  ;  1  have  abolifhed  them* 
I  have  alfo  made  known  to  every 
one  what  he  may  have  to  fear,  and 
what  he  may  have  to  hope.  I  fhali 
expel  the  Englifh  army  from  the 
Peninfula.  Saragoffa,  Valencia* 
Seville,  fhail  be  reduced  to  fub- 
miflion,  either  by  perfuafion,  or 
the  power  of  my  arms.  There  is 
no  obftacle  which  can  long  rcfift 
the  execution  of  my  refolutions* 
But  what  tranfcends  my  power  is 
this — to  confolidate  the  Spaniards 
as  one  nation,  under  the  fway  of 
the  king,  fhould  they  continue  to 
be  infected  with  thefe  principles  of 
aver  fro  n  and  hatred  to  France, 
which  the  partifans  of  the  Englifli 
and  the  enemies  of  the  continent 
have  infufed  into  the  bofom  of 
Spain.  I  can  eftablifh  no  nation, 
no  king,  no  independence  of  the 
Spaniards,  if  the  king  be  not  af- 
fured  of  their  attachment  and  fide¬ 
lity. 

(<  The  Bourbons  can  no  longer 
reign  in  Europe,  The  divifions  in 
the  royal  family  were  contrived  by 
the  Englifli.  It  was  not  the  de¬ 
thronement  of  king  Charles,  and 
the  favourite  (the  Prince  of  the 
Peace),  the  duke  of  Infantado, 

that 
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that  tool  of  England,  as  is  proved 
by  the  papers  found  in  his  houfe, 
had  in  view.  The  intention  was  to 
cftablifh  the  predominant  influence 
of  England  in  Spain  ;  a  fenfelefis 
project,  the  refult  of  which  would 
have  been  a  perpetual  continental 
war,  that  would  have  caufed  the 
fhedding  of  torrents  of  blood.  No 
power  under  the  influence  of  Eng¬ 
land  can  exift  on  the  continent. 
If  there  be  any  that  entertain  fuch 
a  wifh,  their  wifh  is  abfurd,  and 
will  fooner  or  later  occafion  their 
fall.  It  would  be  eafy  for  me, 
fhould  I  be  compelled  to  adopt  that 
meafure,  to  govern  Spain,  by  efta- 
blifhing  as  many  viceroys  in  it  as 
there  are  provinces.  Neverthelefs, 

I  do  not  refufe  to  abdicate  my  rights 
of  conquefl:  in  favour  of  the  king  ; 
and  to  eftablifh  him  in  Madrid,  as 
foon  as  the  30,000  citizens  which 
this  capital  contains,  the  clergy, 
nobility,  merchants,  and  lawyers, 
(hall  have  declared  their  fentiments 
and  their  fidelity,  fet  an  example 
to  the  provinces,  enlightened  the 
people,  and  made  the  nation  fenfi- 
ble  that  their  exiftence  and  profpe- 
rity  effentially  depend  upon  a  king 
and  a  free  conftitution,  favourable 
to  the  people  ;  and  hoftile  only  to 
the  egotifm  and  haughty  paffions 
of  the  grandees. 

“  It  fuch  be  the  fentiments  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  let  the  30,000  citizens  aflem- 
ble  in  the  churches  ;  let  them,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Holy  Sacra¬ 
ment,  take  an  oath,  not  only  with 
their  mouths,  but  alfo  with  their 
hearts,  and  without  any  jefuitical 
equivocation,  that  they  promife 
fupport,  attachment,  and  fideliry 
to  their  king  ;  let  the  priefis  in  the 
confeflional  and  the  pulpit,  the 
mercantile  clafs  in  their  correfpon- 


dence,  the  men  of  the  law  in  their 
writings  and  fpeeches,  infufe  thefe 
fentiments  into  the  people  ;  then 
fhall  I  furrender  my  right  of  con- 
queft,  place  the  king  upon  the 
throne,  and  make  it  my  pleafing 
talk  to  conduct  mvfelf  as  a  true 
friend  of  the  Spaniards.  The  pre- 
fent  generation  may  differ  in  their 
opinion  ;  the  paffions  have  been 
brought  into  a&ion  ;  but  your 
grand-children  will  blefs  me  as  your 
renovator  ;  they  will  reckon  among 
their  memorable  feftivals  the  day 
when  I  appeared  ;  and  from  that 
will  the  happinefs  of  Spain  date  its 
commencement — (C  You  are  thus, 
Monfieur  le  Corregidor/'  added  the 
emperor,  “  informed  of  the  whole 
of  my  determination.  Confult  with 
your  fellow. citizens,  and  cenfider 
what  part  you  will  choofe  ;  but 
whatever  it  be,  make  your  choice 
with  fincerity,  and  tell  me  only 
your  genuine  fentiments. ” 


PROCLAMATION. 

Bajenne,  June  23. 

Jofeph,  King  of  Naples  and  Si¬ 
cily,  to  the  people  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples  : 

Providence,  whofe  defigns  arc 
infcrutable,  having  called  us  to  the 
throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  we 
have  found  ourfelves  in  the  cruel 
predicament  of  withdrawing  our¬ 
felves  from  a  people  who  had  fo 
many  claims  to  our  attachment, 
and  whofe  happinefs  was  our  moft 
gratifying  hope,  and  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  ambition.  He  who 
alone  can  read  the  hearts  of  men, 
can  judge  of  the  fincerity  of  our 
fentiments,  in  oppofition  to  which 
we  have  yielded  to  other  impref- 

fions, 
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Sons,  and  accepted  a  kingdom,  the 
government  of  which  has  been  put 
into  our  hands,  in  virtue  of  the  re¬ 
nunciation  of  the  rights  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  which  our  illuf- 
trious  brother  his  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  French  and  king  of 
Italy  had  acquired. 

In  this  important  fituation,  con- 
fidering  that  inftitutions  are  alone 
capable  of  duration,  we  refieded, 
with  regret,  that  your  focial  con- 
ftitution  was  ft  ill  imperfect,  and 
thought  that  the  further  we  had 
removed  from  you,  fo  much  the 
more  incumbent  upon  us  was  it  to 
fecure  your  prefent  and  future 
welfare  by  all  the  means  in  our 
power.  For  thefe  reafons  we  have 
put  the  laft  hand  to  our  labours, 
and  fixed  the  conftitutional  ftatute 
»pon  principles  already  partially 
adopted,  and  which  are  more  con¬ 
formable  to  the  age  in  which  we 
live,  the  mutual  relations  of  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  and  the  dif- 
pofuion  of  the  nation,  which  we 
have  employed  curfelves  to  ascer¬ 
tain  ever  fince  we  were  called  to 
rule  over  it. 

The  principal  objeds  which 
guided  us  in  our  labours,  were:— 

1.  The  preservation  of  our  holy 
religion. 

2.  The  eftablfthment  of  a  public 
treafury,  feparate  and  diftind  ffom 
the  hereditary  property  of  the 
crown. 

3.  The  eftablilhment  of  an  in¬ 
termediate  adminift ration,  and  a  na¬ 
tional  parliament ;  capable  of  en¬ 
lightening  the  prince,  and  of  per¬ 
forming  important  fervices  both  to 
him  ^nd  the  nation. 

4.  A  judicialorganization, which 
lhall  render  the  decifions  of  the 
court  of  juftice  independent  on  the 


will  of  the  prince,  and  make  all 
the  citizens  equal  in  the  eye  of  the 
law. 

5.  A  municipal  adminiftration8 
which  lhall  be  the  property  of  no 
man,  but  ro  which  all,  without 
diftindion,  lhall  be  admiflible. 

6.  The  maintenance  of  the  re¬ 
gulations  which  we  have  made  for 
fecuring  the  payments  to  the  credi¬ 
tors  of  the  ftate. 

I J is  majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  and  king  of  Italy,  our  il« 
luftrious  brother,  having  been 
pleafed  to  confer  upon  this  ad  his 
powerful  guarantee,  we  are  allured 
that  our  hopes  with  regard  to  the 
profperity  of  our  beloved  people  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  thus  re- 
poling  upon  his  wide-fpread  glory5 
lhall  not  experience  difappoint- 
ment. 


Confitutional  Statute  of  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

Bayonne,  June  20. 

Jofeph  Napoleon,  king  of  Naples 
and  Sicily,  French  prince,  grand 
eledor  of  the  empire,  willing  to 
confirm,  by  a  conftitutional  ftatute, 
thofe  fundamental  principles,  by 
which  the  monarchy  is  to  be  go¬ 
verned,  has  decreed,  and  does  de¬ 
cree  the  following  : — 

I.  OF  RELIGION. 

The  catholic,  apoftolic,  and  Ro- 
milh  religion,  is  the  religion  of  the 
ftate. 

II.  OF  THE  CROWN. 

The  crown  of  Naples  lhall  be 
hereditary,  in  the  right  of  the  male 
ilTue,  according  to  the  primogeni-* 
tur£  of  birth. 
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III.  OF  THE  REGENCY. 

1.  The  king  is  a  minor  till  he 
attains  the  age  of  18  years. 

2.  In  cafe  of  the  prince’s  mino¬ 
rity,  the  regency  will,  by  right, 
devolve  upon  the  queen  ;  and  in 
her  abfence,  to  a  prince  of  the  blood 
royal  who  (hall  be  chofen  by  the 
emperor  of  the  French  in  his  ca¬ 
pacity  as  head  of  the  imperial  fa¬ 
mily  ;  and  in  failure  thereof  of  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  the  choice  will 
devolve  upon  the  nation. 

3.  The  yearly  faiary  of  the  re¬ 
gency  is  confined  to  a  fourth  of  the 
grant  to  the  crown. 

4.  The  education  of  the  minor 
king  is  entrufted  to  his  mother, 
and  in  her  abfence,  to  the  prince 
nominated  by  the  predeceiTor  of 
the  minor. 

The  remaining  articles  relate  to 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  the  mi- 
nifters,  the  council  of  Hate,  &c. 

'  The  article  refpe&ing  the  parlia¬ 
ment  confines  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  one  hundred,-  who  are  to 
be  divided  into  five  claffes,  viz.  the 
ecclefiaftics,  the  nobles,  the  holders 
of  landed  property,  the  learned, 
and  the  merchants. 


PROTEST  OF  THE  POPE. 

Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
&c.  Whereas  the  temporal  fove- 
reign  of  Rome  has  refufed  to  make 
war  againft  England,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  two  kingdoms,  that 
of  Italy  and  of  Naples,  demand 
that  their  communications  fhould 
not  be  intercepted  by  a  hoftile 
power ;  and  whereas  the  donation 
of  Charlemagne,  our  illuftrious 
predeceffor,  of  the  countries  which 
form  the  holy  fee,  was  for  the 
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good  of  chriftianity',  and  not  for 
that  of  the  enemies  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion: — -We  therefore  decree  that 
U rhino,  Ancona,  Macerata,  and 
Camerino,  be  for  ever  united  with 
the  kingdom  of  Italy  ;  to  which 
kingdom  all  cardinal  prelates,  &c, 
natives  of  thofe  diftrifts,  are  com¬ 
manded  to  return  by  the  $tn  of 
June  (paft),  on  pain  of  confifcation 
of  goods,  &c. 

His  holinefs  having  received  the 
painful  notification  of  the  feizurc 
of  the  above-mentioned  four  pro¬ 
vinces,  has,  under  the  diftreffing 
feelings  which  this  rigorous  treat- 
ment  has  occafioned,  charged  cardi¬ 
nal  Gabrielli  to  make  the  followin 
declaration  - 


O' 


DECLARATION  OF  HIS  HOLINESS. 

Quirinal  Palace ,  May  1 9,  1808. 

His  holinefs  having  received  the 
painful  notification  of  the  union 
which  is  about  to  fake  place,  of 
his  four  duchies  of  Urbino,  Mace¬ 
rata,  Ancona,  and  Camerino,  with 
the  kingdom  of  Italy,  amid  the 
cruel  uneafinefs  which  this  rigor¬ 
ous  treatment  caufes  him,  has 
charged  the  cardinal  Gabrielli, 
pro-fecretary  of  Hate,  to  make  the 
following  frank  declaration  to  your 
moft  illuftrious  highnefs. 

The  holy  father  has  feen,  with 
infinite  pain,  that  the  force  of  the 
reafons  contained  in  the  note  of 
the  19th  of  April,  addreffed  to  M, 
Le  Febvre,  the  charge  d’affaires, 
has  not  prevented  his  imperial  and 
royal  majefty  from  putting  his 
threats  in  execution.  He  has  feen, 
with  the  fame  feelings,  that  this 
powerful  monarch,  in  whofe  hands 
lie  placed,  at  the  altar,  the  fceptre, 
and  the  rod  of  juftice,  has  proceed¬ 
ed,  contrary'  to  every  fpecies  of 
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right,  to  inflid  upon  him  a  new  But  his  holinefs  had  alfo  urge^ 
Spoliation  of  the  beft  part  of  the  the  incalculable  evils  which  would 
liates  which  remained  to  him.  refult  to  religion,  Should  he  enter 

But  what  has  been  the  aftonifli-  into  a  fyltem  of  perpetual  confede- 
ment  of  his  holinefs  in  obferving  ration,  and  that,  without  compro- 
a  decree,  dated  one  day  anterior  to  mifing  his  honour,  without  incur- 
the  note  of  M.  Champagny  ;  fo  that  ring  univerfal  hatred,  without 
even  before  that  minifter  had  renew-  betraying  his  duties  and  his  con¬ 

ed  his  proportions,  and  received  an  Science,  he  could  not  place  himfelf 
anfvver,  the  fate  of  the  three  ufurp-  in  the  Situation,  by  the  league  pro- 
ed  provinces  was  already  decided  !  pofed,  of  becoming  the  enemy  of 
The  aftonifhment  of  the  holy  every  (late,  even  a  catholic  fove- 
father  was  Still  farther  augmented,  reign,  and  of  binding  himfelf  to 
when  he  favv  it  affigned  as  a  legi-  make  war  upon  him.  But  all  the 
timate  caufe  of  this  fpoliation,  reprefentations,  and  all  the  reafons 
that  he  had  conftantly  refufed  to  fo  frequently  fubmitted  to  his  ma- 
m;/ke  war  upon  England,  and  to  jefty  with  paternal  mildnefs  have 

confederate  with  the  kings  of  Na-  not  produced  the  lead  impreflion. 

pies  and  of  -Italy.  However,  his  It  has  been  fought  to  juftify  the 
holinefs  had  never  ceafed  to  repre-  fpoliation  upon  another  pretext. 

Sent,  that  his  facred  charader  of  by  affigning  as  the  fecond  motive 

minifter  of  peace — the  God,  whofe  which  produced  it,  that  the  inte- 

reprefentative  he  is  upon  earth,  refts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  of 
being  the  God  of  peace — that  his  the  two  armies  of  Italy  and  Naples, 
quality  of  univerfal  paftor,  and  of  demanded  that  their  communication 
the  common  father  of  all  the  faith-  fhouid  not  be  interrupted  by  a  hof- 
ful — that  the  holy  laws  of  juftice,  tile  power.  t 

of  which,  as  the  reprefen tative  of  If  by  this  power  is  meant  to  be 
the  God  who  is  their  fource,  he  underftood  England,  the  hiftory  of 

ought  to  be  the  guardian  and  the  almoft  two  centuries  will  {hew  the 

avenger — could  never  permit  him  falfity  of  this  fpecies  of  pretence, 

to  enter  into  a  permanent  fyftem  —The  catholic  princes  of  Spain, 

of  war,  and  much  lei's  Still  to  de-  and  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  from 

dare  war,  without  any  motive,  the  emperor  Charles  V.  to  Charles 

againft  the  Britifh  government,  II.  of  Spain,  poflefled  the  king- 

from  which  it  had  never  received  dom  of  Naples  and  the  duchy  of 

the  flighted  offence.  However,  Milan,  which  forms  at  prefent  the 
the  holy  father  conjured  his  ma-  principal  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
jefty  to  refled,  that  not  having,  Italy  ;  and  they  never  perceived 

and  not  being  in  the  capacity  of  that  their  interefts  were  compro- 

having  enemies,  becaufe  he  is  the  mifed  ;  they  never  experienced 

vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  came  this  pretended  obftaele  to  the  com- 

into  the  world  not  to  foment  but  munication  of  their  armies.  They 

to  deftroy  animofities,  he  could  were  frequently  at  war  with  Great 

not  bind  himfelf  and  his  fucceflars,  Britain,  and  ftill  oftener  with 

in  perpetuity,  as  the  emperor  wifh-  E ranee,  but  they  were  never  ap¬ 
ed,  to  make  war  for  the  quarrels  of  prehenfive  of  an  intermediate  de- 

another.  barkation  upon  the  territory  of 

Vol,  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Ss*ues.  *Dd 
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he  holy  fee  ;  fli!l  left  did  they 
pretend  to  force  the  pontiffs  of  that 
period  to  unite  and  confederate 
with  them,  or  to  defpoil  them  of 
their  poffelfions,  (hould  they  have 
refilled. 

But  putting  hiftory  artde,  what 
rifles  could  the  interefts  of  thefe  fe- 
parated  kingdoms  ever  run  ?  The 
neutrality  of  the  holy  fathers,  re¬ 
cognized  and  refpetled  by  all  other 
powers,  and  the  meafures  taken 
to  prevent  its  violation,  are  more 
than  fufiicient  to  place  thefe  inte- 
xefts  in  fecurity. 

To  render  this  fecurity  fti!l 
greater,  and  to  take  away  every 
fort  of  pretext,  his  holinefs  carried 
his  compliance  as  far  as  he  confid¬ 
ently  could  j  he  declared  himfelf 
difpofed  to  fhut  his  ports  agatnft  the 
Engifh  during  the  prefent  war, 
and  to  employ  his  troops  to  guard 
the  coafts  of  his  ftates  from  every 
hoftility  whatever. 

But  what  attack  could  be  dread¬ 
ed  upon  th«fe  two  kingdoms,  which 
border  upon  the  flates  of  the  holy 
fee,  while  French  treeps,  forfo  long 
a  period,  without  regard  to  the 
interefts  of  the  public  or  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  have  violated  his  neutrality, 
©ccupied  all  his  ports,  and  covered 
all  his  coafts  ? 

If,  however,  by  a  hoftile  power, 
at  was  wilhed  to  dertgnate  the  per- 
fon  of  rhe  holy  father,  his  charac¬ 
ter  itfelf,  mild  and  pacific,  puts  an 
end  to  this  injurious  imputation  ; 
but  the  better  to  refute  it,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  calls  to  witnefs  the  French 

-  AT 

empire  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy, 
in  favour  of  which  he  ftgned  two 
concordats,  whofe  violation  has 
been  the  fource  of  perpetual  grief 
to'  his  heart,  in  having  conftantly, 
but  in  vain,  prelfed  their  faithful 
execution.  He  calls  Europe  itfelf 


to  witnefs,  which  has  feen  him,  in 
his  old  age,  in  the  mo  ft  rigorous 
feafoil  of  the  year,  traverle  the 
Alps,  and  proceed  to  Paris,  not 
without  exciting  the  jealoufy  and 
difguft  of  other  great  powers,  in 
order  to  confecrate  and  crown  his 
imperial  and  royal  majefty.  He 
calls  to  witnefs  the  whole  French 
troops,  from  the  commander  to  the 
meaneft  foldier,  either  thofe  who 
have  traverfed  the  flates  of  the 
holy  fee,  or  thofe  who  have  refided. 
there,  whether  they  have  not  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  papal  territory  a  re¬ 
ception  the  moft  friendly,  and  a 
hofpitality  the  moft  generous  ; — - 
a  hofpitality  which  coft  bitter  tears 
to  the  holy  father,  who  was  indift 
penfably  obliged  to  load  his  fub- 
je&s  with  imports  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  payment  of  the  French 
troops ;  in  fhort,  his  holinefs  calls 
to  .witnefs  his  majefty  himfelf,  for 
whom  he  has  not  ccafed  on  all  oc- 
cartons  to  teftify  the  moft  particu¬ 
lar  regards. 

But  if  his  holinefs  were  able  t© 
teftify  the  furprife  excited  by  the 
two  firft  articles,  advanced  to  juf- 
tify  the  fpoliation,  he  wants  words 
to  exprefs  the  profound  aftonifh- 
ment  produced  by  the  expreffions 
contained  in  the  third.  It  bears 
upon  the  donation  of  Charlemagne, 
and  it  is  remarked  that  that  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  Chrifiianityp 
and  not  for  the  enemies  of  our  holy 
religion.  It  is  well  known  that 
this  celebrated  and  glorious  mo. 
narch,  whofe  memory  will  be  eter¬ 
nally  bleffed  by  the  church,  did 
not  give  to  the  holy  fee  the  pro¬ 
vinces  which  have  been  ufurped. 
It  is  notorious  that  they  were,  at 
an  epoch  very  remote  from  his  age, 
in  the  poffefiion  of  the  Roman  pon¬ 
tiffs,  in  confequence  of  the  volun* 
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j&wy  fubmiftion  of  the  people,  who 
were  abandoned  by  the  emperors 
of  the  eaft  ;  that  the  Lombards, 
having  afterwards  occupied  the  ex¬ 
archate  of  Ravenna  and  the  Penta- 
polis*  which  include  thefe  provin¬ 
ces,  Pepin,  the  illuftrious  and  re¬ 
ligious  father  of  Charlemagne, 
recovered  them,  and  reftored  them 
to  Pope  Stephen  ;  that  that  great 
smperor,  who  was  the  honour  and 
admiration  of  the  eighth  century, 
far  from  wilhing  to  revoke  the  ge¬ 
nerous  and  pious  donation  of  his 
father,  approved  and  confirmed  it 
under  pope  Adrian  ;  that  far  from 
wiftiing  to  ftrip  the  Roman  church 
of  her  pofleflions,  lie  had  no  other 
intention  than  to  fecure  and  aggran- 
dife  them  ;  that  confequently,  in 
his  will  he  laid  an  exprefs  obliga¬ 
tion  on  his  three  Tons,  to  protect 
the  fiates  of  the  church,  with  their 
arms :  that  he  referved  to  his  fue. 

""'S  * 

feflors  no  right  of  revoking  that 
which  his  father  Pepin  had  done 
for  the  advantage  of  the  chair  of 
St.  Peter  ;  that  his  whole  defign 
was  to  protect  the  Roman  pontiffs 
againft  their  enemies,  and  not  to 
compel  them  to  excite  enemies  ; 
that  ten  centuries  which  have  pair¬ 
ed  away  fince  the  days  of  Charle¬ 
magne,  a  thoufand  years  of  peace¬ 
able  polfefiion,  render  ufelefs  all 
more  ancient  inveftigations,  and 
all  ulterior  interpretations  ;  that, 
even  if  that  pious  prince  had,  in- 
ftead  of  a  free  reftitution  or  gift  of 
thefe  territories,  reftored  or  given 
them  for  the  profit  of  Chriftianity, 
it  is  exactly  for  the  welfare  of 
Chriftianity,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
ftriftly,  of  the  catholic  religion, 
that  the  holy  father  willies  peace 
-  with  all  the  world,  avoids  to  pro¬ 
voke  the  refentment  of  any  power, 
and  refufes  to  interfere  in  political 


*■  40  a 

quarrels.  After  fo  many  voices 
have  been  raifed  againft  different 
popes,  who  have,  for  the  bell  rea¬ 
sons,  engaged  in  wars,  the  holy 
father  cannot  perceive  why  it  can 
be  attributed  to  him  as  a  crime 
that  he  refufed  to  alfume  a  war¬ 
like  charadler,  and,  at  the  fuggef- 
tion  of  a  foreign  power,  commence 
a  war  without  any  provocation, 
and  which  mull  be  highly  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  religion  and  his  fubjefts. 

His  holinefs  cannot  on  any  ac¬ 
count  overlook  the  injury  which  is 
done  him  in  the  beforementioned 
decree,  wherein  it  is  remarked,  that 
the  gift  of  Charlemagne  was  not 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of 
our  holy  religion  ;  thereby  accufing 
his  holinefs  of  betraying  the  xnte- 
refts  of  the  church.  This  accufa- 
tion  has  made  a  lively  imprellion 
on  the  mind  of  his  holinefs,  who 
for  upwards  of  three  years  has  been 
fuffering  perfection  in  behalf,  of 
religion,  and  for  having  afted  faith¬ 
fully  in  his  apoftolic.  capacity.  He 
hasfuffered  it,  that  he  might  not 
implicate  himfglf  in  a  permanent 
fyftem  of  warfare,. .  and  that  he 
might  not,  by  his  eonduft,  obftruft 
the  free  exercife  of, the  cathoiio 
worfiiip.  , 

His  holinefs  has  fubmitted  to  it, 
becaufe  he  could  not  admit  ghe 
principles  which  were  frequently 
intimated  to  him,  which  were,  that 
if  his  holinefs  was  bilhop  of  Rome* 
his  majefty  was  notwithftanding 
emperor  of  it,  and  that  the  holy* 
father  ought  to  fubmit  to  him  in 
temporal  matters  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  his  majefty  fubmitted  to  his 
holinefs  in  religious  matters  ;  that 
the  territories  of  the  holy  fee  be¬ 
long-  to  the  French  empire,  and 
that  therefore  the  pope  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  make  common  caufe  with 
*  Dd  2  the 
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the  emperor  and  his  fucceffors  ; 
that  he  ought  at  all  times  to  confi- 
der  the  enemies  of  France  as  his 
own,  and  that  he  ought  of  confe- 
quence  to  become  a  part  of  the 
federative  fyftem  of  the  empire. 

The  folemn  oaths  which  the  holy 
father  has  made  to  maintain  his 
liberty  and  independence,  fo  ef- 
fential  to  the  catholic  religion,  and 
the  free  exercife  of  his  fupreme 
Spiritual  power,  do  not  allow  him 
to  fubfcribe  to  thofe  deftrudtive 
and  fatal  maxims.  His  holinefs 
fufFers  this  perfecution,  becaufe  he 
would  not  confent  to  the  preten¬ 
tions  of  his  majefty  to  nominate  as 
many  French  cardinals  as  ftiouid 
form  one-third  of  the  facred  col- 
lege,  which  mufl  have  Tapped  the 
fundamental  bafe  of  its  conftitu- 
fion,  attacked  the  independence  of 
his  fpiritual  power,  and  again  in¬ 
troduced  thofe  unhappy  diftflers 
which  the  church  ft  ill  deplores. 
His  holinefs  fnffers,  becaufe  he 
would  net  enter  into  an  offenftve 
and  defenfire  league  again  ft:  any 
power  in  Europe,  catholic  or  other- 
wife,  to  the  manifeft  injury  of  re¬ 
ligion.  If  this  refafal  implies  an 
abandonment  of  religion,  let  hea¬ 
ven,  the  church,  the  world,  and 
pofterify,  judge.  The  holy  father 
has  the  moft  conscientious  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  he  never  did  any  injury 
t©  his  majefty,  cr  to  France ;  but 
if  his  majefty  actually  had  any 
complaints  againft  his  holinefs  per¬ 
sonally,  that  would  not  juftifyhim 
in  referring  on  the  catholic  church, 
by  irrevocably  and  for  ever  rob¬ 
bing  it  of  that  very  property  which 
the  fame  decree  declares  to  have 
been  bellowed  for  the  good  of 
Chriftianity,  nor  to  rob  that  church, 
which  is  not  the  proprietor,  more 
than  the  pontiff,  who  is  only  the 


guardian  of  it.  That  church  havfc 
ing  the  fpiritual  fuperintcndance 
of  every  other,  hath,  ftnce  the 
peace  of  Conftantine,  been  en¬ 
riched  by  the  piety  of  monarchs 
and  people,  and  hath,  by  an  ad¬ 
mirable  order  of  Providence,  firft 
accumulated  confiderable  property, 
and  afterwards  different  ftates,  that 
it  might  maintain  its  fpiritual  go¬ 
vernment  with  more  decency,  li¬ 
berty,  and  advantage — this  very 
church,  which  his  majefty  would 
reduce  to  a  ftate  of  degradation, 
and  incapacity  of  exercifing  its  di¬ 
vine  fupremacy. 

His  holinefs  cannot  fufficiently 
regret  the  error  into  which  his  ma. 
jelly  has  fallen,  ftnce,  in  his  de¬ 
cree,  whereby  he  deprives  the  holy 
fee  of  a  part  of  its  ftates,  on  the 
ground  ( that  they  nvere  not  intended 
to  benefit  the  enemies  efi  the  catholic 
religion  *  His  majefty  has  publifh- 
ed  in  the  fame  ftates,  that  code 
againft  which  his  holinefs  hath  fo 
often,  but  unfuccefsful'y,  com¬ 
plained,  on  account  of  the  articles 
it  contains  contrary  to  the  gofpel 
and  the  laws  of  the  church,  parti¬ 
cularly  of  marriage  and  divorce. 

His  holinefs  cannot  conceal  hi« 
aftonilhment  at  feeing  the  demand 
of  his  excellency  cardinal  Caprara 
for  his  paffports  made  an  addi¬ 
tional  motive  to  juftify  this  fcan- 
dalous  fpoliation*  After  what  the 
underftgned  had  the  honour  of 
ftgnifying,  in  anfwer  to  the  note 
of  his  excellency  M.  Chaippagny 
in  the  month  of  April,  his  holinefs 
believes  that  the  grounds  of  the 
principal  accufations  are  com¬ 
pletely  refuted.  He  hath  already 
fufHciently  proved  that  the  appli¬ 
cation  for  paffports  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  equitable  condition 
that  the  French  Emperor  ftiould 
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e\*aeuate  Rome,  and  relinquifti 
thofe  pretenftons  which  his  holi¬ 
nefs  felt  inadmiffible.  His  holi¬ 
nefs,  therefore,  cannot  abftain 
from  repeating,  that  it  was  difcre- 
tionary  with  his  Majefty  either  to 
permit  the  departure  of  M.  Capra- 
ra,  who  was  not  only  the  ambalfa- 
dor  of  the  court  of  Rome,  but  at 
the  fame  time  the  apoftolic  legate, 
or  to  permit  him  to  continue  his 
rcfidence  at  Paris.  His  departure 
ought  nor,  therefore,  to  he  made 
any  fubjed  of  complaint. 

If  the  injuftice  of  this  decree 
hath  increafed  the  grief  where¬ 
with  the  mind  of  his  holinefs  is 
overwhelmed,  he  could  not  but  be 
additionally  afflided  on  perufing 
the  other  decree  of  the  fame  date, 
which  enjoins  all  cardinals,  pre¬ 
lates,  and  officers,  holding  any 
employment  at  the  court  of  Rome, 
who  are  natives  of  Italy,  to  return, 
under  the  penalty  of  their  whole 
property  in  cafe  of  difobedience. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfcdly  clear  to 
his  holinefs,  that  it  is  not  his  tem¬ 
poral  authority,  but  alfo  his  fpi- 
ritual,  which  is  intended  to  be 
fubverted,  although  the  fecond 
decree  makes  a  ftudied  diftindion 
between  the  temporal  fovereign  of 
Rome,  and  the  vicar  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  under  the  pretext  of  (hew¬ 
ing  a  feeming  refped  for  the  lat¬ 
ter. —  It  mult  be  evident  to  the 
univerfe,  that  the  intentions  of  his 
Majelty  the  Emperor  are  to  render 
his  holinefs  incapable  of  fulfilling 
his  facred  duties,  by  difperfing  his 
fenate,  and  overturning  the  church 
eitablifhment,  and  removing  from 
him  thofe  perfons  molt  dear  to  him, 
thereby  depriving  him  of  the  only 
confolation  which  remained  to  him 
in  the  exercife  of  his  apoftolical 
jfundions,  already  on  the  decline. 


The  Pope  is  not  only  the  bilhop 
of  Rome,  as  hath  been  fo  impro¬ 
perly  aflerted,  but  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  the  head  of  the  catholic 
church,  and  in  that  charader,  he 
is  intitled  to  choofe  his  minifters 
and  coadjutors  from  the  different 
nations  of  the  earth.  In  fad, 
fince  the  commencement  of  Chrif, 
tianity,  the  clergy  of  Rome  have 
been  always  compofed,  not  only 
of  Romans,  but  of  individuals 
from  all  nations,  as  is  evident 
from  the  number  of  ftrangers  ad¬ 
mitted  amongft  the  clergy  of  Rome, 
and  who,  during  the  firft  four  cen¬ 
turies,  afeended  the  chair  of  St. 
Peter.  All  thefe  motives  juftify 
the  grief  of  his  holinefs,  who  pro- 
tefts  againft  a  law,  which  fpares 
not  even  diftinguiftied  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  chofen  to  affift  him  in  his 
labours  for  the  church  of  God. 
His  holinefs  at  the  fame  time 
ftrongly  protefts,  in  the  face  of 
all  the  earth,  againft  the  ufurpa- 
tion  of  his  ftates.  He  folemnly 
declares  it  to  be  unjuft,  vain,  void, 
and  of  no  avail  :  that  it  never  can 
truly  affed  the  impreferiptibie  and 
legitimate  rights  of  fovereignty 
and  pofteffion  of  his  holinefs  and 
fucceflbrs  for  ever  ;  and  if  force 
(hall  deprive  him  of  his  pofleffions, 
he  is  determined  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  his  rights,  becaule  the 
holy  fee  can  recover  the  real  pof- 
feffion,  when  it  may  please  the 
true  and  faithful  God,  who  fight4 
for  juft  ice,  and  who  hath  inferibed 
on  his  garments  and  forehead ,  the 
KING  OF  KINGS,  AND  LOUD  OF 
LORDS. 

At  the  fame  time  his  holinefs 
addrefies  the  moft  ardent  vows  to 
the  Father  of  mercy,  to  infpire 
his  fubjeds,  withdrawn  from  his 
power,  and  who  (hall  always  re- 
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main  dear  to  his  heart,  with  a 
fpirit  of  patience  and  refignation, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  one  day 
obtain  from  heaven  confolation 
and  peace,  and  that  they  may  al¬ 
ways  preferve  inviolate  in  their 
hearts  religion  and  faith-  The 
God  of  Ifrael  will  grant  his  people 
frengih  and  ^virtue, 

Thefe  are  the  fentiments  and 
proteftations  which  the  under¬ 
signed  has  been  required  by  his 
holinefs  to  make  to  your  excel¬ 
lency,  as  charge  d’affaires  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  with  which  thefe 
provinces  have  been  incorporated. 
The  underfigned  hath  made  it  a 
&cred  duty  to  obey  faithfully  the 
orders  which  he  has  received,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  renew  to  you 
the  affurance  of  his  fincere  con- 
fideration. 

G.  Cardinal  Gabrielli 
Tq  Signor  Caajnliero  Aldinii  Charge 
d'affaires  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy . 


Ruffian  Declaration  againjl  Swe~ 
den ,  Feb .  io,  1808. 

Juftly  indignant  at  the  vio¬ 
lence  which  England  has  difplay- 
ed  towards  the  king  of  Denmark, 
tjae  emperor  of  Ruffia,  faithful  to 
his  chara&er  and  to  his  fyftem  of 
unceafi  ng  care  for  the  interefts  of 
his  empire,  notified  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  could  not 
remain  infenfible  of  fo  unjuft  and 
unexampled  an  aggrefiion  on  a 
fovereign  connected  with  him  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  friendlhip, 
and  who  was  the  moft  ancient  ally 
of  Ruffia- — His  Imperial  Majeftv 
informed  the  king  of  Sweden  of 
this  determination  by  a  note, 
dated  the  24th  of  September  laft, 
prefeated  to  the  Swedifh  ambaffa- 


dor. — An  article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  in  1783,  between  the 
emprefs  Catharine  and  Guftavus 
III.  and  another  in  the  treaty  of 
1800,  between  the  late  emperor 
Paul  and  the  prefent  king  of  Swe¬ 
den,  contain  the  reciprocal  and 
ftipulated  agreement  to  maintain 
the  principle,  that  the  Baltic  is  a 
clofe  fea,  with  the  guarantee  of  its 
coafts  againft  all  adts  of  hoftility, 
violence,  or  vexations  whatever; 
and  further,  to  employ  for  this 
purpofe  all  the  means  in  the  power 
of  the  refpedlive  contra&ing  par* 
ties.  His  Imperial  Majefty,  re¬ 
ferring  to  thefe  treaties,  considered 
himfelf  not  merely  authorifed,  but 
bound,  to  call  upon  the  king  of 
Sweden  for  his  co-operation  againft 
England. — His  Swedifti  Majefty 
did  not  difavow  the  obligation 
impofed  upon  him  by  the  treaties 
referred  to,  but  refufed  all  co-ope¬ 
ration  until  the  French  troops 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  coafts, 
and  the  ports  of  Germany  opened 
to  Englifh  (hips.  But  the  queftion 
here  was  the  checking  of  thofe 
aggreflions  which  England  had 
commenced,  and  by  which  all 
Europe  was  difturbed.  The  em¬ 
peror  demanded  from  the  king  of 
Sweden  a  co-operation  founded  on 
treaties ;  but  his  Swedifti  Majefty 
anfwered  by  propofing  to  delay 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  to 
another  period,  and  by  troubling 
himfelf  with  the  care  of  opening 
the  Dutch  ports,  for  England.  In 
a  word,  with  rendering  himfelf  of 
fervice  to  that  England,  againft 
which  meafures  of  defence  ought 
to  have  been  taken.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  more  ftriking 
proof  of  partiality  on  the  part  of 
the  king  of  Sweden  towards  Great 
Britain,  than  this  which  he  has 
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here  given. — His  Imperial  Majef¬ 
ty ,  on  the  16th  of  November, 
eaafed  a  fecond  note  to  be  de¬ 
livered,  in  which  his  Swedifh 
Majefty  was  informed  of  the  rup- 
tare  between  Ruffia  and  England. 
* — This  note  remained  two  months 
ananfwered,  and  the  anfwer  which 
was  tranfmitted  on  the  9th  of 
January  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters, 
was  to  the  fame  purport  as  the 
former. — The  emperor  is,  how¬ 
ever,  far  from  regretting  his  mo¬ 
deration.  He  is,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  well  pleafed  to  recollcdt  that 
he  has  employed  every  means  that 
remained  to  him  for  bringing  back 
his  Swedifh  Majefty  to  the  only 
fyftem  of  policy  which  is  con¬ 
fident  with  the  interefts  of  his 
ftates ;  but  his  Imperial  Majefty 
©wes  it  at  leaft  to  his  people,  and 
to  the  fecurity  of  his  dominions, 
which  is  to  a  fovereign  the  high- 
eft  of  all  laws,  no  longer  to  leave 
the  co-operation  of  Ruflia  with 
Sweden  a  matter  of  doubts — In¬ 
formed  that  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James’s,  endeavouring  to  terrify 
Denmark  into  a  concurrence  with 
the  interefts  of  England,  threat¬ 
ened  that  Swedifh  troops  fhould 
occupy  Zealand,  and  that  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Norway  fhould  be  gua¬ 
ranteed  to  the  king  of  Sweden; 
allured  alfo  that  his  Swedifh  Ma¬ 
jefty,  while  he  left  the  Ruffian 
note  unanfwered,  was  fecretlv  ne- 
gociating  a  treaty  at  London,  his 
Imperial  Majefty  perceived  that 
the  interefts  of  his  empire  would 
be  very  ill  fecured,  were  he  to 
permit  his  neighbour,  the  king  of 
Sweden,  at  the  commencement  of 
a  war  between  Ruffia  and  England, 
to  difguife  his  welb  known  fenti- 
raents  of  attachment  to  the  latter 
pow&r,  under  the  appearance  of  a 
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pretended  neutrality.  His  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  therefore,  cannot 
allow  the  relations  of  Sweden  to¬ 
wards  Ruffia  to  remain  longer  in 
a  ftate  of  uncertainty.  He  can¬ 
not  give  his  confent  to  fuch  a 
neutralitv.— His  Swedifh  Ma- 
jelly's  being  therefore  no  longer 
doubtful,  nothing  remained  for  his 
Imperial  Majefty  but  to  refort  to 
thofe  means  which  Providence  has 
placed  in  his  hands,  for  no  other 
purpofe  except  that  of  giving  pro¬ 
tection  and  fafety  to  his  dominions ; 
and  he  has  deemed  it  right  to  notify 
this  intention  to  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den  and  to  all  Europe. — Having 
thus  acquitted  himfelf  of  that  duty, 
which  the  fafety  of  his  dominions 
requires,  his  Imperial  Majefty  is 
ready  to  change  the  meafures  he  is 
about  to  take,  to  meafures  of  pre¬ 
caution  only,  if  the  king  of  Sweden 
will,  without  delay,  join  Ruffia 
and  Denmark  in  fhutting  the  Bal¬ 
tic  againft  England  until  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  maritime  peace.  He 
himfelf  invites  the  king,  his  bro¬ 
ther-in-law,  for  the  laft  time,  and 
with  all  the  feelings  of  real  friend- 
fhip,  no  longer  to  hefitate  in  ful¬ 
filling  his  obligations,  and  in  em¬ 
bracing  the  only  fyftem  of  policy 
which  is  conftftent  with  the  in« 
terefts  of  the  northern  powers. 
What  has  Sweden  gained  fince  her 
king  attached  himfelf  to  England  ? 
— Nothing  could  be  more  painful 
to  his  Imperial  Majefty  than  to 
fee  a  rupture  take  place  between 
Sweden  and  Ruffia.  But  his 
Swedifti  Majefty  has  it  ftill  in 
his  power  to  prevent  this  event 
by,  without  delay,  refolving  to 
adopt  that  courfe  which  can 
alone  preferve  a  ftridl  union  and 
perfedl  harmony  between  the  two 
ftates. 
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Ruffian  frorlamation  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  F inland ,  Feb.  I  8,  1808. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  rny  moft 
gracious  mafter,  finds  himfelf  ne- 
cefiitatcd  to  order  his  troops  under 
my  command  to  enter  your  coun- 
try,  good  friends  and  inhabitants 
of  Swedifh  Finland. — His  Imperial 
Majefty  feels  the  more  concerned 
to  take  this  ftep,  to  which  he  is 
compelled  by  the  tranfaclions  which 
have  taken  place  in  Sweden,  as  he 
ftiii  bears  in  mind  the  generous  and 
friendly  fentiments  which  the  FinS 
difplayed  towards  Rufiia  in  the  la  ft 
war,  when  the  Swedifh  king  en¬ 
gaged  in  an  invafton  ol  Finland, 
in  a  manner  equally  unexpeded 
and  unwarrantable. — His  prefent 
Swedifh  Majefty,  far  from  joining 
his  Imperial  Majefty  in  his  exer¬ 
tions  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  which  alone  can  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  coalition  which  fo 
fortunately  has  been  formed  by 
the  moft  powerful  ftates,  has  on 
the  contrary  formed  a  clofer  al¬ 
liance  with  the  enemy  of  tran¬ 
quillity  and  peace,  whofe  oppref- 
five  fyftem  and  unwarrantable 
condud  towards  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  his  neareft  ally,  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  cannot  by  any 
jneansjook  upon  with  indiffer¬ 
ence. —It  is  on  this  ground,  in 
addition  to  what  his  Majefty  owes 
to  the  fecurity  of  his  own  domi¬ 
nions,  that  he  finds  hirnfeif  neccf- 
fitated  to  take  your  country  under 
his  protection,  in  order  to  referve 
to  himfelf  due  fatisfaCtion,  in  cafe 
his  royal  Swedifh  Majefty  fhould 
perfift  in  his  defign  not  to  accept 
the  juft  conditions  of  peace  which 
have  been  tendered  to  him  by  his 
French  Majefty,  through  the  me¬ 


diation  of  his  Imperial  Ruffian 
Majefty,  in  order  to  reftore  the 
bleffihgs  of  peace,  which  are  at 
all  times  the  principal  objeCt  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty ’s  attention. 
Good  friends  and  men  of  Finland, 
remain  quiet  and  fear  nought,  we 
do  not  come  to  vou  as  enemies, 
but  as  your  friends  and  proteCtors, 
to  render  you  more  profperous 
and  happy,  and  to  avert  from  you 
the  calamities  which,  if  war  fhould 
become  indifpenfable,  mult  necef- 
farily  befall  you. — Do  not  allow 
yourfelf  to  be  (educed  to  take  to 
arms,  or  to  treat  in  a  hoftile  man¬ 
ner  the  troops  who  are  committed 
to  ray  orders  ;  fhould  any  one 
offend  againft  this  admonition,  he 
rruft  impute  to  himfelf  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  conduc'd,  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  thofe  who  meet  his 
Imperial  Majefty’s  paternal  care 
for  the  welfare  of  this  country, 
may  reft  aftured  of  his  powerful 
favour  and  proteClion. — And  as 
it  is  his  Imperial  Majefty’s  will, 
that  all  the  affairs  in  your  country 
fhall  purfue  their  ufual  courfe,  and 
be  managed  according  to  your 
ancient  laws  and  cuftoms,  which 

are  to  remain  undifturbed  as  Ions' 
,  •  •  •  ° 
as  his  troops  remain  m  your  coun¬ 
try,  all  officers  both  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  are  herewith  directed  to  con¬ 
form  themfelves  thereto,  provided 
that  no  bad  ufe  be  made  of  this 
indulgence,  contrary  to  the  good 
of  the  country. — Prompt  payment 
fhall  he  made  ior  all  provisions  and 
refrefhments  requiredfor  the  troops, 
and  in  order  that  you  may  ftill  more 
be  convinced  of  his  Majefty’s 
paternal  folicitude  for  vour  wel¬ 
fare,  he  has  ordered  feveral  maga¬ 
zines  to  be  formed,  in  addition  to 
thofe  which  are  already  eftablifhed, 
out  of  which  the  moft  indigent 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  ftiall  be  fupplied  with 
neceffnries  in  common  with  his 
Majefty’s  troops. — Should  circum- 
ftances  arife  to  require  an  amicable 
difcuilion  and  deliberation,  in  that 
cafe  you  are  di reeled  to  fend  your 
deputies,  chofen  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  to  the  city  of  Abo,  in  order 
to  deliberate  upon  the  fubjeft, 
and  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  the 
welfare  of  the  country  fhaii  re¬ 
quire. — It  is  his  Imperial  Majef- 
ty’s  pleafure,  that  from  this  mo¬ 
ment  Finland  (hall  be  confidered 
and  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
other  conquered  provinces  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  which  now  enjoy 
happinefs  and  peace  under  the  mild 
government  of  his  Imperial  Ma. 
jefty,  and  remain  in  full  poffef- 
fion  of  the  freedom  of  religion  and 
worftiip,  as  well  as  of  all  its  an¬ 
cient  rights  and  privileges  —The 
taxes  payable  to  the  crown  remain 
in  fubftance  unaltered,  and  the  pay 
of  the  public  officers  of  every  de~ 
fcription  continues  likewife  on  its 
ancient  footing. 


Sivedi/h  Declaration  againjl  RuJJia , 
March  I  I ,  I  808.  - 

The  firft  intimation  his  Ma- 
jefty  received  of  the  hoftile  en¬ 
trance  of  Ruffian  troops  intoFinland 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  February  laft,  and  of 
their  public  incitements  to  rebellion 
and  revolt  circulated  in  that  pro¬ 
vince  immediately  afterwards,  on 
behalf  of  his  Imperial  Ruffian  Ma- 
jefty,  was  by  a  telegraphic  dif- 
patch.  A  breach  of  peace  without 
a  previous  declaration  of  war, 
without  a  fingle  article  of  com¬ 
plaint  being  preferred  ;  a  breach 

*  Georg< 


of  peace  emanating  from  treachery, 
and  carried  on  by  a  traitor  of  his 
native  country  *,  placed  at  the 
fide  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
is  an  event  which  has  but  few 
examples,  and  mull  at  the  firft 
glance  create  deteftation  ;  but  whet* 
this  aft  is  examined  at  the  fame 
time  v/ith  what  has  lately  occurred 
between  the  two  countries  ;  when 
contemplated  in  its  forbidding  de¬ 
viation  from  thofe  paths  of  truth 
and  honour  exemplified  by  his  ally, 
no  feeling  can  then  exprefs,  no 
name  can  compafs  the  extent  of 
fuch  depravity  ;  its  features  will 
remain  without  a  parallel  in  hif- 
tory ,  filling  up  the  deeds  of  iniquity 
heaped  together  in  the  prefen:  age. 
—At  a  time  when  his  Imperial 
Ruffian  Majefty  feemed  to  fee! 
tenderly  for  opprefied  princes  and 
countries;  at  a  time  when  he  efti- 
mated  the  dangers  which  threat¬ 
ened  all  Europe,  his  Majefty, 
aftuated  by  limilar  fentiments, 

was  led  into  engagements  with 

him,  founded  on  the  confidence  he 
placed  in  him  as  a  neighbour,  an 
ally,  and  as  an  independent  mo¬ 
narch.  The  emperor  of  Ruffia, 
in  reference  to  the  general  welfare, 
had  entered  into  ufeful  engage- 
ments,  had  yet  to  demand  of  France 
the  fulfilment  of  exifting  treaties, 
was  poffdTed  of  power  to  fupport 
his  own  rights  and  thofe  of  all 
others  concerned ;  his  Majefty 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  him, 
and  is  now  attacked  by  him  on 
the  direft  ground  of  having  been 
his  ally.  Never  did  a  prince  enter 
into  an  alliance  with  a  more  af- 
fured  confeioufnefs  of  the  purity 
of  its  motives,  as  well  as  of  its 
being  inviolably  kept.  The  empe- 

Springporten* 
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ror  had  been  perfonally  infulted  by 
the  refufal  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  fulfil  a  concluded  andfealed 
treaty  ;  had  been  publicly  defamed 
by  repeated  infults  levelled  at  his 
own  perfon.  The  Ruffian  nat:on 
had  been  no  lefs  infulted;  being 
gazetted  as  favages  and  barbari¬ 
ans  +.  Thus  every  thing  that  is  fa- 
cred  to  a  government,  was  connefl- 
ed  with  the  common  intereft.  Was 
it  then  poffible  but  to  look  upon  as 
irrevocable,  what  the  Emperor  him- 
felf  had  delared,  (S  that  he  would 
rejeft  all  conditions  of  peace,  whe¬ 
ther  more  or  lefs  advantageous,  if 
they  were  not  confident  with  the 
glory  of  the  Ruffian  name ;  tbe 
Security  of  the  empire  ;  the  fanftity 
of  alliances ;  and  the  tranquillity 
and  peace  of  all  Europe  i.” — In 
%hat  manner,  and  how  far  thefe 
great  obje&s  have  been  obtained  by 
the  peace  of  Tilfir,  cotemporaries 
have  already  decided,  and  futurity 
will  more  clearly  difcover.  The 
king,  although  at  his  poll  on  the 
theatre  of  war,  was,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  tenor  of  his  convention 
with  Ruffia  neither  informed  of 
the  armiftice,  nor  of  the  definitive 
negociations,  till  the  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded,  having  received  advice  of 


thefe  tranfa<5Uons,accompanied  with 
a  cold  and  flight  invitation  toaffift 
in  the  object  of  peace  jj,  the  king  re¬ 
newed  his  application  for  an  armif¬ 
tice  (which  ought,  no  doubt,  to 
have  been  lii  pul  a  ted  in  the  peace  of 
Tilfit),  but  received  only  evafive 
anfwers,  and  difcovered  at  once 
the  value  of  Ruffian  co-operation,, 
The  king  finding  himfelf  in  confe- 
quence  unable  to  defend  his  Ger¬ 
man  dates  any  longer,  was  obliged 
to  leave  them  to  their  fubfequent 
fate.  Having  fuftained  this  lofs, 
originating  in  the  deferiion  of  Ruf- 
fia,  his  Majefty  was  again  placed 
out  of  the  theatre  of  war,  and 
endeavoured  to  enjoy  within  his 
own  territory  that  peace  and  quu 
etnefs  which  its  geographical  fitua^ 
ticm  feemed  to  enfure  to  him.  Hav* 
ing  faithfully  a&ed  up  to  his  en¬ 
gagements  towards  Ruffia,  his  Ma- 
jefty  promifed  himfelf  that  notwith-r 
{landing  the  different  fydem  flies 
had  adopted,  a  juft  and  equitable 
retrofpett  would  be  given  to  former 
occurrences.  The  king  had  fup- 
ported  the  operations  of  Ruffia  w  itfe 
his  (hips  of  war ;  had  {hared  w  itk 
the  Emperor  his  military  ftores ; 
had  reje&ed  and  immediately  com¬ 
municated  the  offers  made  him  by 


*  A  people  (the  Ruffians)  who  from  their  barbarous  cuftoms  and  manners  ought 
to  create  abhorrence  amongft  all  civilized  nations.— Ordre  du  Jour.  Vienne,  le  25 
Brumaire,  An  14  (14th  November,  1805.)— Thefe  favage  bands,  whole  affiftance 
fhall  for  the  laft  time,  be  called  forth  by  European  governments— »25  bulletin  de  la 
grand  avme6,  le  25  Brumaire,  An.  14.  If  the  Greek  religion  be  allowed  once  to 
fpread  itfelf  between  the  Baltic  and  the  Mediterranean  feas,  we  lhall  foon  fee  our 
provinces  attacked  by  a  heap  of  mad  barbarians — proclamation,  the  head-quarters, 
vVarfaw,  25th  Jan.  1807.  Signed  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

t  See  the  Ruffian  manifefto  of  the  30th  Auguft,  1806. 

j  Both  the  high  contracting  part  ies  had  engaged  in  the  molt  powerful  manner,  that 
the  hoftilities  being  once  commenced,  they  ffiould  not  Jay  down  their  arms,  or  treat 
about  any  reconciliation  with  the  French  government  without  their  mutual  confent. 
The  convention  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  dated  the  14th  January,  1805.— 
Art.  IX. 

j|  General  Budberg's  letter  to  baron  de  Wetterfledt,  firft  fecretary  for  the  foreiga 
<30rrefpondence,  dated  the  10th  July,  I8O7. 
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the  F rench  government  *.  Among 
others,  one  that  on  condition  of 
breaking  with  Ruffia  while  in  the 
midft  of  the  war,  and  when  the 
Ruffian  frontiers  and  her  very  ca¬ 
pital  were  defencelefs,  Sweden 
fhould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  all 
the  provinces  loft  during  the  reign 
of  Chailes  XII,  together  with  fuch 
further  part  of  the  Ruffian  empire 
as  his  Majefty  might  determine. 
His  Majefty  ftands  on  higher  ground 
than  to  make  a  merit  of  having  re¬ 
filled  tempt  ations  fo  mean  and  con¬ 
temptible  ;  but  he  is  not  without 
hopes  that  the  aggravated  cenfure 
due  to  a  power  thus  fpared  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  will  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  its  oppreflive  conduct  to¬ 
wards  this  kingdom. —  The  confe- 
quences  of  the  fecret  articles  of  the 
^reaty  of  Tilfit,  which  were  imme¬ 
diately  fufpe&ed,  and  which  the 
Ruffian  miniftry  have  lince  ac¬ 
knowledged,  began  by  degrees  to 
unfold  themfelves.  England’s  com¬ 
mercial  monopoly,  that  ridiculous 
fcarecrow,  ere&ed  by  the  French 
government,  in  order  to  ufurp  to 
itfelf  the  Continent,  was  alfo 
brought  forward  for  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  North,  for  the  fake 
of  extending,  even  to  that  part  of 
the  world,  the  oppreffion  and  mi- 
fery  which,  from  port  to  port,  from 
ftate  to  ftate,  Europe  had  been 
fubjefted  to.  No  government  is 
any  longer  left  to  its  own  light  and 
experience;  no  people  to  their  own 
lawful  induftry ;  no  middle  clafs 
mull  be  acknowledged  between  the 
valfal  and  the  enemy.  Peace  fig- 


nifies  confederacy  —  confederacy, 
fubmiffion ;  and  from  Paris  muft 
proceed  the  mandates  which  are  to 
dictate  both  principles,  laws,  and 
ordinances,  to  the  felf-ftyled,  in¬ 
dependent  confederacy,  while  they 
promote  only  a  lull  for  power  and 
violate  what  is  moft  facred  in  focie- 
ty  and  between  focieties. —  Prepa¬ 
rations  were  made  in  conformity  at 
St.  Peterlburgh  Jaft  autumn,  for  a 
rupture  with  England,  and  thfey 
waited  only  for  the  proper  feafon 
of  the  year  to  be  able,  with  fome- 
what  more  fecurity,  to  carry  that 
meafure  into  effetft.  A  propofal 
was  made  to  his  royal  Majefty,  in  a 
note,  dated  the  6th  of  Oftober,  to 
affift  agreeably  to  the  convention 
made  in  1780, in  {hutting  the  Baltic 
againft  foreign  {hips  of  war.  His 
Majefty,  on  the  13th  November, 
returned  for  anfwer  that  fo  long  as 
the  French  government  was  in 
pofleffion  of  fo  many  harbours  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Baltic,  and 
there  exercifed  their  fyftem  of  ex- 
clufion,  the  Baltic  could  not  be 
kept  peaceable.  His  Majefty  in 
tonfequence  alfo  requefted  that  his 
Imperial  Majefty  would  firft  endea¬ 
vour  to  prevail  on  the  French  to 
quit  thofe  ports ;  and  when  the 
firft-inentioned  application  was  re¬ 
newed  on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
month,  as  an  objection  grounded 
on  the  convention  of  1780,  his 
Majefty  circumftantially  declared 
on  the  2  ill  Jan.  laft,  that  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  convention  made  in  the 
year  1801,  between  Ruffia  and 
England,  and  to  which  his  Majefty 


*  Promife  of  Norway  given  by  general  Bernadotte  to  a  Swediffi  officer,  a  prifoner, 
Nov.  1806 — refpeCting  the  extending  of  dominions  of  the  French  miniller  Bourienne, 
to  Netzel  the  charge  des  affaires,  the  14th  November,  1806.  General  Grandjeau’s 
reprefentatioa  to  colonel  baron  Tavaft,  the  27th  May,  1807,  that  Sweden  was  to  de¬ 
mand  what  territory  ffie  wilhed  to  have  in  order  that  lhe  might  counterbalance 
Ruffia,  &c.  &c. 
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at  the  preffing  inftance  of  Ruflia, 
and  under  her  own  guarantee,  be¬ 
come  a  party,  the  previous  armed 
neutrality  had  entirely  eeafed. 
That  his  Majefly  had  then  entered 
into  direct  engagements  with  Eng¬ 
land,  in  reference  to  that  objett, 
and  which  could  not  equitably  be 
departed  from  fo  long  as  the  latter 
power,  on  her  fide,  fulfilled  her 
obligations.  That  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  armed  neutrality  was  done 
away  with,  the  ftipulations  ground¬ 
ed  therein,  refpeding  the  lhutting 
of  the  Baltic,  became  null  and  void, 
and  which  was  the  lefs  applicable 
to  exifting  circumftances,  as  the 
Danifh  naval  force,  then  calculated 
upon,  no  longer  was  in  being  ;  not 
to  mention  that  England  had  fince 
that  time  difeovered  the  paflage 
through  the  great  Belt.  But  that 
if  Sweden  could  not  with  her  arms 
contribute  to  the  protection  of  the 
Baltic,  file  would,  on  the  other 
hand,  take  upon  herfclf  to  obtain, 
by  negociation  with  England,  that 
fhe  fhould  not  fend  any  (hips  of 
war  into  thofe  feas,  provided  no 
other  power  made  armaments  there, 
or  new  hoftilities  fiiould  oblige  her 
to  come  there  as  an  affiflant.  That 
Sweden  fiiould  be  called  upon  to 
ferve  Ruflia  as  outworks,  becaufe 
fhe  had  thought  proper  to  provoke 
England  ;  that  Sweden  fiiould  fa- 
crifice  her  fleet  and  commerce  as  a 
defence  for  Cronftadt  and  Revel, 
was  afking  rather  too  much  ;  yet 
immediately  alter  thefe  reprefenta- 
tions,  Ruflia  a&ually  commenced 
her  preparations  for  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  Finland.  His  Majefly 
continued,  notvvithftanding, to  view 
them  with  calm  forbearance  ;  for 
as  yet  no  fpecific  complaints  had 
been  preferred,  nor  had  any  un¬ 
conditional  demands  been  made. 


The  propofai  (his  Majefly  had 
made)  of  an  agreement  to  protect 
the  Baltic,  prefented  afpecds  of 
tranquillity  and  advantage  to  Ruf- 
fia,  to  all  the  north,  which  it  would 
appear  could  not,  but  under  great 
refponfibiiity,  be  refufed.  The 
ports  of  Ruflia  would  thereby  be¬ 
come  more  frequented  than  they  had 
been  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  might  obtain  an  emu¬ 
lation  in  trade  refpedting  their  pro¬ 
duce,  unknown  for  many  years. 
Neighbourly  friendfliip,  commerce, 
repofe  after  an  unfortunate  war, 
and  fome  motives  for  applaufe  af¬ 
ter  a  ftill  more  unfortunate  peace, 
fuch  were  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  propcfals  which  the 
king  made  to  the  Emperor.  They 
were  made  with  a  well-grounded 
confidence  in  the  concurrence  of 
England,  and  his  Majefly  expefted 
Ruffia’s  confent  would  have  ar¬ 
rived  much  earlier  than  the  dreaded 
Englifli  fleet  could  fhew  itfeif  as  an 
avenger  in  the  Baltic.  He  prefled 
a  fpeedy  anfwer,  and  it  was  in¬ 
tended  that  the  king’s  ambaffador 
fhould,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
in  a  private  audience  with  the  Em¬ 
peror,  which  was  promifed  him, 
urge  this  important  concern  j  whem 
at  once  the  communication  of  the 
embafly  with  Sweden  was  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  manner  interrupted,  and  Ruf¬ 
fian  troops  entered  Finland  with 
the  followingproclamations :  [Here 
follow  the  Ruffian  proclamations, 
dated  Frederikfham  the  18th  (6th) 
Feb.  1 808,  and  Louifa,  10th  (2  id) 
Feb,  1808,  already  publifhed.j 
The  declaration  then  conludes  as 
follows : — Let  every  legal  govern¬ 
ment,  let  every  brave  and  honest 
warrior,  every  loyal  fubjetfi,  judge 
of  this  conduct :  a  treacherous  in- 
vafion  of  a  peaceful  neighbour^ 
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country,  preceded  by  manifeftoes 
inviting  to  rebellion,  are  things  at 
all  times  deteftable,  even  in  thefe 
latter  times,  othervvife  fo  burthened 
with  examples  of  violence  and  in- 
juftice.  The  Ruffian  empire,  the 
ally  of  France,  is  not,  it  would 
feem,  powerful  enough  to  abide, 
upon  the  common  terms  of  the  law 
of  nations,  the  refinance  of  a  pro¬ 
vince  left  to  defend  itfelf  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  feafon  of  the  year.  It 
calls  forth  the  aid  of  treachery  and 
treafon.  The  government  expends 
to  purchafe  the  Finlanders  en 
mafft,  under  promifes  of  liberty  ; 
but  the  commander  of  the  army 
offers  to  purchafe  the  foldiers  indi¬ 
vidually,  like  (laves,  in  the  market 
of  St.  Peterfburgh  or  Riga. — Ye 
youthful  inhabitants  of  Finland,  a 
people  worthy  of  efteem ;  your 
king  has,  during  the  whole  of  his 
reign,  paid  attention  to  your  in- 
ftru&ion,  to  the  cultivation,  and 
prof peri ty  of  your  country.  A 
fairhlefs  *  eighbour  threatens  to  hurl 
you  back  to  the  (late  you  were  in 
in  ages  paft,  becaufe  your  neigh¬ 
bourhood  is  become  a  reproach  to 
him.  His  fword  is  brandifhed  over 
your  heads  •  his  plundering  hands 
are  (1  retched  towards  your  proper¬ 
ty  ;  his  forces  approach  your  dwel¬ 
ling,  and  his  promifes  and  protef- 
tations  have  no  other  aim  than  to 
facilitate  his  accefs  to  you  Deeply 
grieved  at  the  d  ftreffes  infeparable 
from  war,  although  confcious  of  in 
no  wife  having  been  the  caufe  of  it, 
your  kn  g  reds  affured  that  your 
hearts  will  remain  unfeduced  and 
your  courage  unfubdued,  till  the 
time  (hall  arrive  when  he  can  freely 
employ  his  whole  force,  and  that  of 
his  ally,  in  prote&ing  and  reveng¬ 
ing  you. 
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Danijb  Declaration  againjl  Sweden, 
2  tyb  February,  i8q8. 

The  Danifh  government  has  with 
juft  impatience  waited  to  fee  the 
effeft  of  the  efforts  employed  by 
the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburgh  for 
the  purpofe  of  recalling  Sweden 
by  the  mod  friendly  means,  to  thole 
interefts  which  are  common  to  her 
with  all  the  powers  of  the  north, 
and  to  thofe  principles  which  are 
the  firft:  bond  of  her  connexion 
with  Ruflia  and  Denmark.  Thefe 
efforts  having  finally  proved  in. 
effectual,  the  Danifh  government 
finds  itfelf  placed  in  a  pofition  to. 
wards  Sweden  which  will  no  longer 
allow  its  relations  with  that  king¬ 
dom  to  remain  uncertain.  What 
thefe  relations  had  become,  it  is 
indeed  impoffible  to  diffemble, 
after  a  perfidious  aggreflion  had 
fuddenly  forced  Denmark  from  the 
path  (he  had  followed  during  a  long 
feries  of  years  without  the  flighted: 
deviation.  All  Europe  has  re- 
founded  with  one  cry  of  indig¬ 
nation  at  the  crime  committed  by 
Great  Britain  againft  a  neutral 
and  peaceful  ftate ;  and  from  all 
quarters  has  the  Danifti  govern¬ 
ment  received  teftimonies  of  the 
mod  lively  intereft  in  its  caufe. 
The  Court  of  Stockholm  alone, 
notwithftanding  the  particular  ties 
which  united  it  with  that  of  Copen¬ 
hagen,  obferved  a  total  filence, 
which  it  at  length  broke,  only  to 
prefer  complaints  the  moft  un¬ 
founded  and  reproaches  the  moft 
unjuft,  with  refpedt  to  the  incon¬ 
veniences  that  had  indire&Jy  re¬ 
fused  to  it,  from  the  events  of  the 
war,  as  well  as  from  the  rigorous 
meafures  which  the  fituation  to 
which  the  Danifh  government  has 
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been  mofl  unexpedledly  reduced, 
has  imperioufly  required  it  to 
adopt,  and  which  the  chicane  and 
endlefs  vexations  of  Sweden  have 
been  little  calculated  to  induce  it 
to  abandon.  The  Danifti  cabinet 
would  have  been  extremely  embar- 
rafled  to  interpret  the  condudl  on 
the  part  of  a  Sovereign,  whofe  in- 
terefts,  principles,  and  fentiments, 
it  had  regarded  as  being  equally 
wounded  by  an  adl  of  atrocity, 
which  has  fuddenly  lighted  the 
flames  of  war  in  the  north,  if  it 
had  not  quickly  feen  caufe  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  refolution  taken  by 
the  King  of  Sweden  under  thefe 
circumflances  was  not  merely  that 
of  indifference.  The  extraordinary 
facility  with  which  that  monarch, 
feveral  weeks  before  the  reduction 
of  Stralfund,  had  confented  to  the 
departure  of  the  major  part  of  the 
Englilh  forces  in  Pomerania  (whe¬ 
ther,  as  it  fnould  feem,  they  came 
with  no  other  view  than  to  await 
the  opportunity  of  being  conveyed 
to  Zealand),  and  the  pains  his 
Swedilh  Majefly  took  to  inform  his 
people  that  this  re-cmbarkation 
took  place  by  virtue  of  a  feparate 
article  of  his  convention  with  Great 
Britain,  gave  the  firft  indications 
of  a  fecret  undemanding  at  the 
expence  of  Denmark.  Thefe  in¬ 
dications  were  very  foon  irrcreafed. 
The  Danifh  government  is  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  extent  of  the 
yffiflance  which  its  enemy  received 
in  the  ports  of  Sweden  ;  but  it  has 
felt  the  confequences  of  that  af- 
fiflance  in  a  manner  the  moft  la¬ 
mentable  to  itfelf.  It  is  eafy  to 
conceive  the  impreffiou  which  has 
been  produced  upon  the  Danifh 
nation  by  the  relations  of  every 
kind,  and  the  uninterrupted  com¬ 


munications  which  the  Engliffi 
found  no  difficulty  in  maintaining 
with  Sweden. — No  one  could  fail 
to  remark  how  much  Denmark  was 
inful  ted  by  the  pleafure  which  the 
king  of  Sweden  appeared  to  take 
in  repairing  to  the  coaft  oppofite 
to  the  Sound,  and  beholding  per- 
fonally  all  the  injuftice  and  out¬ 
rage  committed  againft  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  ;  by  the  careffies 
and  numberlefs  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  lavifhed  upon  the  leaders  of 
the  Englifh  forces ;  by  the  honours 
which  they,  on  their  part,  affedfed 
to  render  to  the  ally  of  their  fove% 
reign;  and  by  the  demonft  rations 
of  refpedl  towards  his  Swedilh  Ma- 
jefty,  to  which  the  (hips  of  war, 
violently  feized  from  the  port  of 
Copenhagen,  were  not  bound;  on 
their  paflage  along  the  Sound,  un¬ 
der;  the  cannon  even  of  that  for- 
trefs  to  which  their  falute  was 
owing.  However  unfavourable  an 
afpedt  the  concurrence  of  thefe 
circumflances  necefTarily  cafts  up¬ 
on  the  difpofitions  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  towards  the  government  of 
Denmark,  that  government  cannot 
reproach  itfelf  with  having  gratui- 
toufly  exaggerated  thole  appear, 
ances,  which  the  Court  of  Stock¬ 
holm,  far  from  attempting  to  re¬ 
move,  wblhed  to  produce,  nourifh, 
and  ftrengthen,  as  far  it  was  in 
its  power.  But  thefe  Ample  appear¬ 
ances  were  foon  fucceeded  by  fadis. 
The  government  of  England  was 
the  firft  to  develope  to  Denmark 
the  openly  hoftile  difpofition  of  his 
Swedifh  Majefly.  Europe,  already 
knows  the  explanations  occafioned 
between  Denmark  and  Sweden  by 
this  denunciation.  The  king:  of 
Sweden,  when  called  upon  in  the 
mofl  frank  and  friendly  manner  to 
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declare  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft,  was 
feen  t©  endeavour  eluding  the  ne- 
cefiuy  of  fuch  a  declaration;  and 
when  he  was  at  length  clofely 
preifed,  his  h/Jajefty  gave  an  anfwer 
oblique,  equivocal,  and  inful  ting. 
Neverthelefs,  as  this  anfwer  ap¬ 
peared  in  fome  meafure  to  give  the 
lie  to  the  government  of  England, 
the  government  of  Denmark  was 
contented  with  it  for  the  moment, 
and  thought  it  becoming  to  diffi- 
muiate  its  juft  refentments  againft 
Sweden,  in  the  hope  that,  enlight¬ 
ened  concerning  her  true  interefts, 
and  reflecting  on  the  confequences 
of  her  refolutions,  (he  would  at 
laft  end  by  yielding  to  the  repre¬ 
sentations  which  the  court  of  St. 
Peterlburgh  had  made,  with  as 
much  tendernefs  as  patietce,  in 
order  to  engage  her  to  renounce 
her  alliance  with  Gfeat  Britain,  evi¬ 
dently  become  incompatible  with 
the  tranquillity  of  the  North,  and 
efpecially  with  the  fecurity  of  Den¬ 
mark.  The  Dantih  government  is 
but  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  en¬ 
gagements  which  Sweden  has  en¬ 
tered  into  with  England;  whatever 
may  be  the  objeCt  of  them,  and 
whatever  their  tendency,  no  one 
can  better  conceive  or  appreciate 
than  itfelf  the  repugnance  which 
his  Swed’lh  Maj'  fty  would  fejtt  in 
failing  in  any  ot  the  obligations  he 
had  contracted.  But  the  cabinet 
of  Copenhagen  is  not  uninformed 
that  the  Swedifh  government  itfelf 
has  admitted,  that  the  term  of  its 
engagements  recently  expired  ;  and 
after  the  cabinet  o.'Sr.  James’s  had 
unmr.lked  itfeli  in  the  iace  of  ail 
jEurope,  it  would  have  been  infult- 
ing  the  court  of  Stockholm  to  fup- 
pofe  Lhat  it  would  dare  to  concur 
in  an  attack  upon  the  firft  bafes  of 


the  fecurity,  profperity,  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  powers  of  the  north. 
Thefe  confiderations  could  not  be 
balanced  by  the  trifling  advantage 
of  fubfidies,  with  which  the  cabinet 
of  London  (hews  itfelf  ready  at  all 
times  to  purchafe  its  allies,  and 
whom  it  pretends  to  have  then  the 
right  of  treating  as  mercenaries. 
The  refolutions  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  having,  however,  fruft rated 
the  laft  hopes  of  his  neighbours, 
the  government  of  Denmark  could 
no  longer  hefitate,  on  its  part,  to 
take  thofe  meafures  which  its  fecu¬ 
rity,  the  general  intereft  of  the 
north,  its  attachment  to  Ruflia, 
and  the  nature  of  its  engagement 
with  that  pt3wer,  imperioufly  pre- 
feribe  to  it.  At  a  moment  when 
Zealand  is  threatened  anew  by  the 
forces  of  England,  to  which  the 
ports  of  Sweden  ferve  as  a  point 
of  re-union ;  when  the  enemy  of 
the  north  has  juft  affured  himfelf 
of  the  dependence  of  the  court  of 
Stockholm  upon  him  for  frefti  pe¬ 
cuniary  afTiftance;  when  the  public 
declarations  of  the  Englifh  miniftry 
fufhciently  unfold  the  nature  of  the 
engagements  dill  fubfifting  or  re¬ 
newed  between  the  two  allies,  the 
Danifh  government  deems  it  right 
•  to  prefer  a  ftate  of  open  hoftility 
to  precarious  and  equivocal  rela. 
tions  towards  an  enemy  whofe  dif- 
polition  is  become  more  and  more 
fufpicious,  and  who,  during  a  long 
period,  could  be  confidered  only  as 
a  difguifed  enemy.  His  Majefty 
the  king  of  Denmark  declares  con- 
fequently,  that  he  adopts  altogether 
the  refolutions  of  Ruflia  in  refpeft 
to  Sweden,  and  that  he  will  not 
feparate  his  caufe  from  that  of  the 
emperor  Alexander,  his  auguft  and 
faithful  ally. 
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Declaration  of  the  King  of  V  ruffia 

a  pa  in  (l  Sweden,  dated  Koniflerp. 

March  6,  1808. 

His  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  has 
been  folieited  by  both  the  imperial 
courts  of  Paris  and  St,  Peterfburg, 
confidently  with  the  fyftem  of  the 
other  powers  of  the  continent,  and 
the  declaration  againft  England,  to 
extend  the  fame  meafures  againft 
Sweden,  which  have  been  taken 
againft  England,  on  account  of  her 
frefli  alliance  with  that  power.  In 
imitation  of  the  declaration  iffiued 
by  the  emperor  of  Ruffia  on  the 
loth  (zz)  of  February,  in  this 
year,  his  Majefty  has  accordingly 
broken  off all  relations  with  Sweden, 
and  commands  all  in  office  under 
him,  under  the  penalty  of  fevere 
puniftiment,  to  reftrain  from  all 
community  or  intercourfe  whatever 
with  Sweden.  In  purfuance  of  this, 
from  the  prefen t  moment,  and  till 
farther  orders,  all  Pruflian  harbours 
fhall  be  utterly  clofed  againft  Swe- 
difh  veffiels ;  Pfuffian  veflels  fhall 
no  longer  be  font  into  Sweden, 
neither  fhall  Swedifh  of  neutral 
fhips,  or  wares  which  came  from 
Sweden,  be  admitted  into  Pruflian 
harbours. 


■Aiifvoer  of  Sweden  to  the  Dan  if? 
Declaration  of  If  ar.  Dated  Steel- 
helm ,  March  21,  1808. 

1  he  court  of  Denmark  had  made 
an  alliance  with  F ranee,  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  French  troops  in 
its  country,  collected  tranfport  vef- 
fels  in  its  port,  fitted  out  ail  its 
Ihips  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen, 
to  coT,f.r  a  French  expedition  againft 


Sweden,  and  then  iffued  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war.  Denmark  accufed 
Sweden  of  being  the  caufe  of  this 
rupture,  becaufe  (be  did  not  make 
her  compliments  of  condolence  on 
the  lofs  of  her  fleet,  becaufe  fhe 
would  not  co-operate  to  avenge 
that  humiliation,  and  efpecially 
becaufe  fire  fought  aid  from  Eng¬ 
land  againft  fuch  an  a^greffion.  The 
relations  of  the  king  with  his 
neighbouring  power  were  thofe  of 
a  firnple  peace.  There  was  neither 
alliance,  nor  any  convention  what¬ 
ever  which  traced  out  for  the  two 
courts  any  common  courfe  for  their 
political  conduCl ;  therefore,  when 
Sweden,  Ruffia,  and  Pruffia  fought 
in  conjunction  againft  France,  Den¬ 
mark,  under  the  fhade  of  her  neu¬ 
trality,  appeared  the  friend  of  all. 
The  king  witnefling  this  fyftem, 
and  convinced  by  fome  explanations, 
demanded  in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1806,  of  the  impoffibility  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  change  favourable  to 
Sweden,  oould  not  entertain  a  hope 
that  the  naval  force  of  Denmark 
could  ever  be  ufeful  to  him ;  on 
the  contrary,  after  the  peace  of 
Tilfit,  he  had  every  reafon  to  fear 
that,  by  the  fuggeftions  of  Ruffia 
and  France,  it  might  be  one  day 
turned  againft  him.  His  Majefty., 
therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  ob- 
ferve  a  profound  filence  relative  to 
the-  events  which  paffied  in  his  vi¬ 
cinity  laft  autumn,  leaving  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  futurity  to  juftify  them. 
It  is  due  to  truth,  however,  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  court  of  London  did 
not  invite  Sweden  to  take  part  in 
this  expedition,  nor  confided  it  to 
her  till  the  moment  of  its  being 
carried  into  execution.  Therefore, 
not  the  leaft  movement  was  made 
in  Sweden  on  this  occafion.  The 
Englifn  fleet  arrived  and  departed 
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without  entering  into  any  port  of" 
Sweden  ;  and  the  auxiliary  troops, 
embarked  in  Pomerania,  were  ic- 
ftored  in  virtue  of  a  feparate  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  convention  concluded  at 
London,  relative  to  this  objeft,  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1807,  w^en  cer- 
tainly  there  was  as  yet  no  reference 
to  this  expedition.  The  following 
is  the  article  : — “  It  is  fully  under- 
ftcod,  that,  in  cafe  that  unforefeen 
circumftances  fhould  render  im- 
prafticable  the  objeft  of  this  con- 
vention,  or  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  find  it  neceffary  to 
withdraw  the  faid  troops  (the  Ger¬ 
man  legion)  from  Swedifh  Pome¬ 
rania  the  flipulation  of  this  con¬ 
vention  fhall  in  no  manner  prevent 
his  Britannic  Majefty  from  giving 
fuch  orders  as  he  may  judge  proper 
with  refpeft  to  the  ulterior  dif- 
pofition  of  thofe  troops  which  are 
now  placed  under  the  orders  of  his 
Swedifh  Majefty. — The  court  of 
London  has  fince  fully  juftified  this 
enterprize,  and  the  experience  of 
every  day  juftifies  it.  Numerous 
French  armies  remained  in  Lower 
Saxony  and  over-awed  the  north. 
There  were  ft  ill  nations  to  fub- 
j ugate,  ports  to  fhut,  and  forces  to 
direft  againft  England.  They  were 
to  penetrate  at  any  rate :  they 
would  have  a  fled  in  anv  cafe  and 
under  any  pretence  that  might  have 
offered.  At  prefent,  it  is  the  ex¬ 
pedition  againft  the  Danifh  fleet 
which  is  the  rallying  word  of  the 
whole  league.  What  is  remarkable 
is,  that  the  Danifh  government, 
already  befet  by  French  troops, 
overpowered,  impelled,  and  even 
paid  by  France,  iffues  a  declaration 
of  war  againft  Sweden,  without 
daring  even  to  name  the  power 
which  forces  it  to  aft.  It  feeks 
with  embarraffment  grievances  and 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VJII,  S 
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reafbns,  to  appear  to  have  had  in 
this  determination  a  will  of  its 
own.  It  cites  the  remonftrances 
of  Sweden  againft  the  arreft  of  the 
Swedifh  mails  as  vexatious,  while 
in  its  feverity  againft  Eggltfh  cor- 
refpondence,  it  would  not  fuffer  it 
to  pafs  according  to  treaty,  and  de¬ 
clares  that  it  is  imperioufiy  obliged 
to  take  thefe  meafures.  It  pretends 
to  know  the  thoughts  of  the  king, 
and  imagines  them  hoftile,  though 
for  fome  months  it  had  concerted 
an  aggrefiion  upon  Sweden.  It 
pretends  to  reafon  on  the  interefts 
of  the  country,  though  it  has  aban¬ 
doned  its  own  interefts,  and  even 
its  exrftence,  'Oa  foreign  influence. 
In  fine,  it  reproaches  Sweden  with 
having  provided  for  her  defence  by 
a  fubfidiary  treaty,  though  itfelf 
is  paid  for  an  aggrefiion  ;  and  then 
it  pronounces,  though  indeed  with 
a  kind  of  timidity,  the  word  mer¬ 
cenary,  which  the  government  that 
pays  it  had  probably  diftated  to 
it. — It  is  propofed  here  to  render 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty  the  moil 
authentic  folemn  teftimony,  that  in 
all  his  tranfaftions  with  Sweden  he 
never  demanded  often  five  meafures ; 
nor  required  any  thing  that  was 
not  perfeftly  compatible  with  its 
tranquillity  and  independence.  The 
moft  convinciag  proof  of  this  is 
the  promptitude  with  which  his 
miniftry  acceded  to  the  propofltion 
of  the  king  for  the  pacification  of 
the  Baltic,  by  a  formal  promife 
not  to  fend  thither  any  fhips  of 
war,  but  on  conditions  ufeful  and 
honourable  to  all  the  north.  Let 
the  Danifh  government  read  in  this 
propofition  the  complete  refutation 
of  the  complaints  of  which  the 
manifefto  againft  Sweden  is  com. 
pofed  ;  and  in  the  moments  when 
it  fhall  return  itfelf,  let  it  compare 
belies.  6Ee  the 
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the  {late  of  things  which  the  king 
has  deftred  with  that  which  France 
and  Ruffia  wifn.  Let  ail  tiie  allies 
of  France  read  in  this  confer, t  of 
England  the  difference  between  the 
connections  which  unite  the  two 
courts  and  thofe  which  enchain 
them,  and  let  them  pronounce  on 
which  fide  is  to  be  found  a  due 
regard  for  particular  interefls,  and 
a  juft  moderation  for  the  general 
good. — Denmark  herfelf  has  been, 
during  a  long  time,  the  objedt  of 
this  moderation,  and  did  not  ceafe 
to  be  fo  till  fhe  became  abfolutely 
dangerous.  When  the  north  was 
outraged  by  the  devaluation  of 
Lower  Saxony,  the  oppreffon  of 
the  Hanfeatic  towns,  what  did  fhe 
to  avenge  them  ?  Sweden,  England, 
and  Ruffia,  made  war  for  this  ob- 
jetff  ;  but  no  one  thought  of  forcing 
Denmark  to  take  part  in  it.  She 
was  the  ally  of  Ruffia,  then,  as 
wvell  as  at  prefent ;  why  did  file  not 
embrace  her  caufe  ?  What  could 
file  then  allege  for  her  tranquillity 
that  Sweden  cannot  now  allege  ? 
All  this  is  explained  by  the  fingle 
facl  which  fhe  endeavours  to  con¬ 
ceal — that  file  is  at  prefent  under 
the  influence  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  Had  England  followed  the 
principles  of  this  enemy,  fhe  would 
not  have  waited  the  moment  of 
her  furrender  to  difarm  her,  (lie 
would  have  invaded  her  feveral 
: 'years  before;  fhe  would  have 
ouarded  her,  and  ail  this  with  a 
view  to  the  good  of  the  north. — 
Her  ancient  alliance  with  Ruflia  is 
made  a  pretext  for  this  aggreflion, 
though  all  the  world  knows  that 
it  is  merely  defeniive,  and  that  it 
,  remained  fufpended  during  the  late 
wars  with  Ruflia,  when  perhaps  that 
power  might  have  claimed  it. 
The  court  of  Denmark,  in  order  to 


juftify  its  proceedings,  heiitates 
not  to  make  all  kinds  of  affertions, 
dares  to  defend  the  injuftice  of 
Ruflia,  and  betrays  a  premeditated 
plot ;  and  all  this  it  does  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  chief,  nay,  only  reafon, 
which  is — that  Denmark  is  the  ally 
of  France. — But  injuftice  and  falfe- 
hoed  find  their  end;  honour  and 
truth  will  triumph  in  their  turn. 
His  Majefty,  relying  on  the  juftice 
of  his  caufe,  hopes,  with  theconfcL 
ous  pride  of  reigning  over  a  brave 
and  loyal  people,  fo  often  tried  by 
dangers,  and  held  up  by  the  Almigh¬ 
ty,  that  the  fame  Providence  will 
vouchfafe  to  blefs  his  army,  and 
reftore  to  his  fubjedts  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace,  to  the  confuilon 
of  his  enemies. 


The  P  ref  dent  Jefferfon' s  Anfwer  t& 
the  Difent  of  the  Republicans  fro?n 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Town  of 
Boflon  relative  to  the  Embargo . 

I  have  duly  received  the  addrefs 
of  that  portion  of  the  citizens  df 
Bofton  who  have  declared  their 
approbation  of  the  prefent  ftifpenfion 
of  our  commerce,  and  their  diffent 
from  the  reprefen tation  of  thofe  of 
the  fame  place  who  wifhed  its  re¬ 
moval.  A  divifion  of  fentimenf 
was  not  unexpedled;  on  no  queftiors 
can  a  perfect  unanimity  be  hoped, 
or  certainly  it  would  have  been  on 
that  between  war  and  embargo,  the 
only  alternatives  prefented  to  our 
choice ;  for  the  general  capture  of 
our  vefi'els  would  have  been  war 
upon  one  flde,  which  reafon  and 
ir.tereft  would  repel  by  war  and 
reprifal  on  our  part. 

O]  thefeveral intereftscomprifing 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  that  of 
manufadiores  would  of  courfe  prefer 
5  tc 
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to  war  a  State  of  non-intercourfe, 
fo  favourable  to  their  rapid  growth 
and  profperity. 

Agriculture,  although  fenfibly 
feeling  the  lofs  of  market  for  its 
produce,  would  find  many  aggra¬ 
vations  in  a  ft  ate  of  war. 

Commerce  and  navigation,  or 
that  portion  which  is  foreign,  in 
the  inaXivity  to  which  they  are 
reduced  by  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  certainly  experience  their 
full  lhare  in  the  general  inconve¬ 
nience  ;  but  whether  war  would  be 
to  them  a  preferable  alternative,  is 
a  queltion  their  patriotifm  would 
never  haftily  propofe.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  however,  that  overlook¬ 
ing  the  real  fources  of  fufterings, 
the  Britifh  and  French  edicts,  which 
conftitute  the  aXual  blockade  of 
our  foreign  commerce  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  they  have  with  too  little  re¬ 
flexion  imputed  them  to  laws  which 
have  preferved  them  from  greater, 
and  have  faved  for  our  own  ufe, 
our  veffels,  property,  and  feamen, 
inftead  of  adding  them  to  the 
ftrength  of  thofe  with  whom  we 
might  eventually  have  to  contend. 

The  embargo,  giving  time  to 
the  belligerent  powers  to  revife 
their  unjuit  proceedings,  and  to 
liften  to  the  diXates  of  juftice,  or 
intereft  and  reputation,  which 
equally  urge  the  correXion  of  their 
wrongs,  has  availed  our  country 
of  this  only  honourable  expedient 
of  avoiding  war  ;  and  fhould  a  re¬ 
peal  of  thefe  ediXs  fuperfede  the 
caufe  for  it,  our  commercial  bre¬ 
thren  will  become  feuftble,  that  it 
has  confulted  their  intereft,  how¬ 
ever  againft  their  own  will.  It 
will  be  unfortunate  for  their  coun¬ 
try,  if  in  the  mean  time  thefe  their 
expreffions  of  impatience  fhould 
have  the  effeX  of  prolonging  the 
.wer y  fufferings  which  have  pro* 


dirced  them,  by  exciting  a  fallacious 
hope  that  we  may,  under  any  pref- 
fure,  relinquifh  our  equal  rights  of 
navigating  the  ocean,  go  to  fuch 
ports  as  others  may  prefcribe,  and 
there  pty  the  tributary  exaXions 
they  may  impofe  ;  an  abandonment 
of  national  independance  and  ef- 
fential  rights  revolting  to  every 
manly  fent intent.  While  thefe 
ediXs  are  in  force,  no  American 
can  ever  confent  to  a  return  of 
peaceable  intercourfe  with  thofe 
who  maintain  them. 

I  am  happy  in  the  approach  of 
the  period  when  the  feelings  and 
the  wifdom  of  the  nation  will  be 
colleXed  in  their  reprefentatives 
aflembkd  together.  To  them  are 
committed  our  rights,  to  them  our 
wrongs  are  known,  and  they  will 
pronounce  the  remedy  they  call 
for  ;  and  I  hear  with  pleafure  from 
all,  as  well  thofe  who  approve  as 
who  difapprove  of  the  prefent  mca- 
fures,  afiurances  of  an  implicit  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  annunciation  of 
the  general  will.  I  beg  leave, 
through  you,  to  communicate  this 
anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  on  vvhich 
your  fignacures  had  the  ftrft  place, 
and  to  add  afiurances  of  my  re- 
fpeX. 

T.  Jefferson-. 

To  Colonel  Edward  Profit  r. 


To  T.  Jejferfon ,  efq.  Prrjldent  of  the 
United  States  of  America: 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers, 
Officers  of  Merchant  (hips  be- 
longing  to  the  Port  of  Philadel¬ 
phia, 

RefpeXfully  fheweth. 

That  in  confequence  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  embargo  laws,  the  fttuation  of 
your  petitioners  is  grievous  and 
affliXing  ;  that  they  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  fervice  ftnee 
E  e  2  their 
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their  infancy,  with  few  exceptions, 
and  accuftomed  only  to  conduct 
(hips  or  veflels  acrofs  the  ocean  ; 
that  from  the  operation  of  the 
prefen t  reftrittive  laws,  they  find 
themfelves  cut  off  from  their  ufual 
employment,  and  of  courfe  the 
means  of  fubfiflence  are  gone. 

Your  petitioners  are  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  duties  of  con¬ 
ducing  (hips  from  port  to  port- 
well  verfed  in  naval  taCics,  but 
unable  to  handle  the  harrow  or 
plough. 

Your  petitioners  have  for  along 
time  borne  with  patience  the  pri¬ 
vations  incident  to  thofe  reftri&ive 
laws,  without  murmur  or  com¬ 
plaint  ;  but,  when  imperious  ne- 
ceffity  compels  them  to  difclofe  the 
caufe  of  their  grievances,  they 
humbly  fuppofe  they  have  a  right 
fo  to  do  in  a  decent  and  refpedful 
manner. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray 
that  your  excellency  will  take  their 
cafe  into  confide  rat  ion,  and  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  will  relieve  the 
wants  of  your  petitioners ;  or,  if 
there  are  vacancies  in  the  navy,  to 
give  your  petitioners,  or  feme  of 
them,  an  opportunity  of  ferving 
therein,  as  they  think  themfelves 
capable  of  performing  fer vices  of 
that  nature.  They,  however,  fub- 
mit  their  whole  cafe  to  your  con¬ 
sideration,  hoping  your  excellency 
will  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  wifdom 
and  juft  ice  may  point  out,  and  as 
in  duty  bound  will  pray,  &c. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  10,  1808. 

PreftdenP s  Anjkver  to  the  Bearer  of 
the  fo  re  gam g  Petition . 

Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  the  petition  which 
you  delivered  me  from  the  officers 
of  merchant  veftels  belonging  to 
Philadelphia,  J  muft  premife  my 
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fincere  repret  at  the  facrifices  which 

Uf 

our  fellow-citizens  in  general,  and 
the  petitioners  in  particular,  have 
been  obliged  to  meet,  by  the  cir- 
curnftances  of  the  times.  We  live 
in  an  age  of  affiiTion,  to  which  the 
hiftory  of  nations  prefents  no  par¬ 
allel  :  we  have  for  years  been 
looking  on  Europe  covered  with 
blood  and  violence,  andfeen  rapine 
fpreading  itfeif  over  the  ocean.  On 
this  element  it  has  reached  us,  and 
at  length  in  fo  ferious  a  degree, 
that  the  legihature  of  the  nation 
has  thought  it  necefiary  to  with¬ 
draw  our  citizens  and  property 
from  it,  either  to  avoid  or  prepare 
for  engaging  in  the  general  conteft. 
Bat  for  this  timely  precaution,  the 
petitioners  and  their  property  might 
now  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
fpoilers,  who  have  laid  afide  all 
regard  to  moral  right  !  Withdraw¬ 
ing  from  the  greater  evil,  a  lefter 
one  has  been  neceffarily  encoun¬ 
tered  ;  and  certainly,  could  the 
legislature  have  mad ,  provifion 
againft  this  alfo,  I  fhould  have  had 
great  pleafure  as  the  inftrument  of 
its  execution  :  but  it  was  imprac¬ 
ticable  by  any  general  and  juft 
rules  to  preferibe,  in  every  cafe, 
the  beft  refource  againft  the  in¬ 
conveniences  of  this  new  lituation. 
The  difficulties  of  the  crifis  will 
certainly  fall  with  greater  preffure 
on  foine  deferiptions  of  citizens 
than  others,  and  on  none  perhaps 
with  greater  than  on  our  feafaring 
brethren.  Should  any  means  of 
alleviation  occur,  within  the  range 
of  my  duties,  I  fh all  with  certainty 
advert  to  the  fituation  of  the  pe* 
titioners,  and  in  availing:  the  nation 
of  their  fervices,  aid  them  with  a 
fubftitute  for  their  former  occapa- 
tion.  I  falute  them  and  yourfelf 
with  fentiments  of  fincere  regard. 

T.  Jefferson. 
President 
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Jhrejident  f-efferfoU s  MeJJhge  to  the 

Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 

tiaoes  of  the  United  States.  Non).  8. 

It  would  have  been  a  fource, 
fellow  citizens,  of  much  gratifica¬ 
tion,  if  our  laft  communications 
from  Europe  had  enabled  me  to 
inform  you,  that  the  belligerent 
nations,  whole  difregard  of  neutral 
rights  has  been  fo  deftruclive  to 
our  commerce,  had  become  awak¬ 
ened  to  the  duty  and  the  policy  of 
revoking  their  unrighteous  edicts  ! 
That  no  means  might  be  omitted 
to  produce  this  falutary  effedl,  I 
loft  no  time  in  availing  myfelf  of 
the  ad  authoring  a  fufpenfton,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  of  the  feveral 
embargo  laws.  Our  minifters  at 
London  and  Paris  were  inftruded 
to  explain  to  the  refpedive  govern¬ 
ments  there,  our  difpofition  to  ex- 
ercife  the  authority  in  fuch  manner 
as  would  withdraw  the  pretext  on 
which  the  aggreffions  were  ori¬ 
ginally  founded,  and  open  the  way 
for  a  renewal  of  that  commercial 
intercourfe,  which  it  was  alleged, 
on  all  {ides,  had  been  reludantly 
obftruded.  As  each  of  thefe  go¬ 
vernments  had  pledged  its  readi- 
nefs  to  concur  in  renouncing  a 
meafure,  which  reached  its  adver- 
fary  through  the  inconteftible  rights 
of  neutrals  only,  and  as  the  mea¬ 
fure  had  been  affumed  by  each 
as  a  retaliation  for  an  a  Her  ted  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  aggreffions  of  the 
other,  it  was  reafonably  expected 
that  the  occafion  would  have  been 
feized  by  both,  for  evincing  the 
fmceriry  of  their  profeffions,  and 
for  reftoiing  to  the  United  States 
its  legitimate  freedom.  The  in- 
ftruflions  to  our  minifters,  with 


refpeft  to  the  different  belligerents, 
were  neceffarily  modified  with  a 
reference  to  their  different  circum- 
ftances,  and  to  the  condition  an¬ 
nexed  by  law  to  the  executive 
power  of  fufpenfton,  requiring  a 
degree  of  fecurity  to  our  commerce, 
which  would  not  refult  from  a  re¬ 
peal  of  the  decrees  of  France.  In- 
itead  of  a  pledge,  therefore,  for  a 
fufpenfton  of  the  embargo  as  to  her, 
in  cafe  of  fuch  a  repeal,  it  was  pre¬ 
fumed  that  a  fufficient  inducement 
might  be  found  in  other  confidera- 
tions,  and  particularly  in  the  change 
produced  by  a  compliance  with  our 
juft  demands,  by  one  belligerent, 
and  a  refufal  by  the  other,  in  the 
relations  between  this  other  and 
the  united  States.  To  Great  Britain, 
whofc  power  on  the  ocean  is  fo  af- 
cendant,  it  was  deemed  not  incon- 
fiftent  with  that  condition,  to  {late, 
explicitly,  that  on  her  refeinding 
her  orders  in  relation  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States,  their 
trade  would  be  opened  with  her, 
and  remain  (hut  to  her  enemy,  in 
cafe  of  his  failure  to  refeind  his 
decrees  alfo.  From  France  no 
anfwer  has  been  received,  nor  any 
indication  that  the  requifite  change 
in  her  decrees  is  contemplated.  The 
favourable  reception  of  the  propo, 
fition  to  Great  Britain  was  the  lefts 
to  be  doubted,  as  her  orders  of 
council  had  not  only  been  referred 
for  their  vindication  to  an  acqui- 
efcence  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  no  longer  to  be  pretended  ; 
but  as  the  arrangement  propofted, 
whilft  it  refilled  the  illegal  decrees 
of  France,  involved,  moreover, 
fubftantially  the  precife  advantages 
pro'fefledly  aimed  at  by  the  Britifh 
orders.  The  arrangement  has,  ne- 
verthelefs,  been  rejected. 

This  candid  and  liberal  experi¬ 
ment 
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ment  having  thus  failed,  and  no 
other  event  having  occurred  on 
which  a  fufpenfion  of  the  embargo 
by  the  executive  was  authorifed,  it 
neceifariiy  remains  in  the  extent 
originally  given  to  it.  We  have 
the  fatisfa&ion, however,  to  reflect, 
that  in  return  for  the  privations 
impofed  by  the  meafure,  and  which 
our  fellow-citizens  in  general  have 
borne  with  patriotifun,  it  has  had 
the  important  effect  of  faving  our 
mariners,  and  our  vaft  mercantile 
property,  as  well  as  of  affording 
time  for  profecuting  the  defen  five 
and  provifional  meaf'ures  called  for 
by  theoccafion.  It  has  demonftrated 
to  foreign  nations  the  moderation 
and  firmnefs  which  govern  our 
councils,  and  to  our  citizens  the 
neceffity  of  uniting  in  fupport  of 
the  laws  and  rights  of  their  coun¬ 
try ;  and  has  thus  long  fruftrated 
thofe  ufurpations  and  fpolia lions 
which,  if  refitted,  involved  war ; 
if  fubmitted  to,  facrinced  a  vital 
principal  of  our  national  inde¬ 
pendence. 

Under  a  continuance  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  meafure?,  which,  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  laws  which  confecrate  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  overfpread  the 
ocean  with  danger,  it  will  reft 
with  the  wifdom  of  congrefs  to 
decide  on  the  courfe  beft  adapted 
to  fuch  a  date  of  things ;  and 
bringing  with  them,  as  they  do, 
from  every  part  of  the  union,  the 
fen  time  t>ts  of  our  conftituents,  my 
confidence  is  ftrengrhened  that  in 
forming  this  decifion,  they  will, 
with  an  unerring  regard  to  the  ef- 
fential  rights  and  interetts  of  the 
nation,  weigh  and  compare  the 
painful  alternatives'  put  of  which  a 
choice  is  to  be  made.  Nor  fhould 
I  ,-io  juft  ice  to  the  virtues  which 
pi  other  occaiions  have  marked  the 


character  of  our  fellow-citizens,  if 
I  did  not  cherifli  an  equal  confi¬ 
dence  that  the  alternative  chofen, 
whatever  it  may  be,  will  be  main¬ 
tained  with  all  the  fortitude  and 
patriotifm  which  the  crilts  ought 
to  infpire. 

The  documents  contained  in  the 
correfpondence  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  foreign  edids  againft  our  com¬ 
merce,  with  the  inftrudions  given 
to  our  minifters  at  London  and 
Paris,  are  now  laid  before  you. 

The  communications  made  to 
congrefs  at  their  laft  fellion  ex¬ 
plained  the  pofture  in  which  the 
dole  of  the  difeuflion  relating?  to 
the  attack  by  a  Britifh  fhip  of  war 
on  the  frigate  Chefapeake,  left  a. 
fubjed  on  which  the  nation  had 
manifefted  fo  honourable  a  fenfi- 
biiity.  Every  view  of  what  had 
pa(Ted  authorifed  a  belief  that  im¬ 
mediate  fteps  would  be  taken  by 
the  Britifh  government  for  redreff- 
ing  a  wrong,  which,  the  more  it 
was  inveftigated,  appeared  the  more 
clearly  to  require  what  had  not 
been  provided  for  in  the  fpacial 
mifiion.  It  is  found  that  no  fteps 
have  been  taken  for  the  purpofe. 
On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  feen  in 
the  documents  laid  before  you, 
that  the  inadmiftible  preliminary 
which  obftruds  the  adjuftment  is 
ftili  adhered  to  ;  and,  moreover, 
that  it  is  now  brought  into  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  diftindt  and  irre¬ 
lative  cafe  of  the  orders  in  council. 
The  inftruftions  which  had  been 
given  to  our  minifters  at  London, 
with  a  view  to  facilitate,  if  necef- 
fary,  the  reparation  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  are  included  in  the 
documents  communicated. 

Our  relations  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  have  undergone 
no  material  changes  fince  your  laft 

■  !:'  fefil'On, 
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fefiion.  The  important  negotia¬ 
tions  with  Spain,  which  had  been 
alternately  fufpended  and  refumed, 
neceffarily  experiences  paufe,  under 
the  extraordinary  and  inrerefting 
crifis  which  diftinguifhes  her  inter¬ 
nal  fituation. 

With  the  Barbary  powers  we 
continue  in  harmony,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  an  unjuftiftable  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  to¬ 
wards  our  conful  to  that  regency. 
Its  charader  and  circumftances  are 
now  laid  before  you,  and  will  en¬ 
able  you  to  decide  how  far  it  may, 
either  now  or  hereafter,  call  for 
any  meafures  not  within  the  limits 
of  the  executive  authority. 

With  our  Indian  neighbours  the 
public  peace  has  been  fteadily 
maintained.  Some  inftauces  of 
individual  wrong  have,  as  at  other 
times,  taken  place,  hut  in  no  wife 
implicating  the  will  of  the  nation. 
Beyond  the  MifTiftippi,  the  Ioways, 
the  Sacs,  and  the  Alibamas,  have 
delivered  up,  for  trial  and  punifh- 
ment,  individuals  from  among 
themfelves  accufed  or  murdering 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  on 
this  fide  the  Mifliflippi ;  the  Creeks 
are  exerting  themfelves  to  arreft 
offenders  of  the  fame  kind  ;  and 
the  Chodaws  have  manifefted  their 
readinefs  and  defire  for  amicable 
and  juft  arrangements,  refpeding 
depredations  committed  by  disor¬ 
derly  perfons  of  their  tribe.  And 
generally  from  a  convidion  that 
we  confider  them  as  a  part  of  our- 
fel  ves,  and  cherifh  with  fincerity 
their  rights  and  interefts,  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  Indian  tribes  is 
gaining  ftrength  daily,  is  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  nearer  to  the  more  re¬ 
mote,  and  will  amply  requite  us 
for  the  juftice  and  friendftiip  prac- 
tifed  towards  them  ;  hufbandry 
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and  houfehold  manufadure  are  ad¬ 
vancing  among  them  more  rapidly 
with  the  fouthern  than  the  north¬ 
ern  tribes,  from  circumftances  of 
foil  and  climate  ;  and  one  of  the 
two  great  divifions  of  the  Chero¬ 
kee  nation  have  now  under  confide- 
ration  to  folicit  the  citizenfhip  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  identi¬ 
fied  with  us  in  laws  and  government, 
in  fuch  progreftive  manner  as  we 
fhall  think  beft. 

In  confequence  of  the  appropri* 
ations  of  the  laft  fefiion  of  congrefs 
for  the  fecurity  of  our  fea-port 
towns  and  harbours,  fuch  works  of 
defence  have  been  ereded  as  feemed 
to  be  called  for  by  the  fituation  of 
.  the  feveral  places,  their  relative 
importance,  and  the  fcale  of  ex¬ 
pence  indicated  by  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation.  Thefe  work? 
will  chiefly  be  ftnifhed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  feafon,  except  at  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  where 
moft  was  to  be  done  ;  and  although 
a  great  proportion  of  the  laft  appro¬ 
priation  has  been  expended  on  the 
former  place,  yet  fome  further  views 
will  be  fubmitted  to  congrefs  for 
rendering  its  fecurity  entirely  ade¬ 
quate  againft  naval  enterprize.  A 
view  of  what  has  been  done  fe¬ 
veral  places,  and  of  what  is  pro- 
pofed  to  be  done,  fhall  be  communi¬ 
cated  as  foon  as  the  feveral  reports 
are  received. 

Of  the  gun-boats  authorifed  by 
the  ad  of  December  laft,  it  has 
been  thought  neceffary  to  build 
only  103  in  the  prefent  year  ;  thefe, 
with  thofe  before  poffeffedj  are 
fuflicient  for  the  harbours  and  wa¬ 
ters  moft  expofed,  and  the  refidue 
will  require  little  time  for  their 
conftrudion,  when  it  fhall  be  deem¬ 
ed  neceffary. 

Under  the  ad  of  the  laft  fefiion, 
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for  raifmg  an  additional  military 
force,  fo  many  officers  were  imme¬ 
diately  appointed  as  were  necelfary 
for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  re¬ 
cruiting  ;  and  in  proportion  as  it 
advanced,  others  have  been  added. 
We  have  reafon  to  believe  their 
fuccefs  has  been  fatisfafiory,  al¬ 
though  fuch  returns  have  not  been 
received,  as  enable  me  to  prefen t 
you  a  Hatement  of  the  numbers 
engaged. 

I  have  not  thought  it  neceffary, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feafon,  to 
call  for  any  general  detachments  of 
militia,  or  of  volunteers,  under  the 
laws  paffed  for  that  pnrpofe  ;  for 
the  enfuing  feafon,  however,  they 
will  he  required  to  be  in  readinefs, 
fhould  their  fervice  be  wanted. 
Some  fmall  and  fpecial  detachments 
have  been  necelfary  to  maintain 
the  laws  of  embargo,  on  that  por¬ 
tion  of  our  northern  frontier  which 
offered  peculiar  facilities  for  inva- 
fion  j  but  thefe  were  replaced  as 
foon-  as  it  could  be  done,  by  bodies 
of  new  recruits.  By  the  aid  of 
thefe,  and  of  the  armed  veffels  call¬ 
ed  into  fervice  in  other  quarters, 
the  fpirit  of  difobedience  and  abufe, 
which  manifeiled  itfelf  early,  and 
with  fenlible  effect,  while  we  were 
unprepared  to  meet  it,  has  been 
confiderably  repreffed. 

Confidering  the  extraordinary 
character  of  the  times  in  which  we 
live,  our  attention  fnould  unremit¬ 
tingly  be  fixed  on  the  fa’fety  of  our 
country.  For  a  people  who  are 
free,  and  who  mean  to  remain  fo, 
2  well-organized  and  armed  militia 
is  their  belt  facurity.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  incumbent  on  us,  at  every 
m-'erinu,  to  revile  the  condition  cf 
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the  militia,  and  to  aik  ourfelves  if 
at  is  prepared  to  repel  a  powerful 
enemy  at  every  point  of  our  terri¬ 


tories  expofed  to  invafion.  Some 
of  the  Hates  have  paid  a  laudable 
attention  to  this  objeCt,  but-every 
degree  of  negleCt  is  to  be  found 
among  others.  Congrefs  alone 
having  the  power  to  produce  an 
uniform  Hate  of  preparation  in  this 
great  organ  of  deforce,  the  intereH 
which  they  fo  deeply  feel  in  their 
own  and  their  country’s  fecurity 
will  prefent  this  as  among  the  moH 
important  objects  of  their  delibe¬ 
ration. 

Under  the  a<Hs  of  March  ii,and 
April  23,  refpe  ding  arms,  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  procuring  them  from 
abroad,  during  the  prefent  fituation 
and  difpofitions  of  Europe,  induced 
us  10  direct  our  wholeefforts  to  the 
means  of  internal  fupply  ;  the  pub¬ 
lic  factories  have,  therefore,  been 
enlarged,  additional  machineries 
erected,  and,  in  proportion  as  ar¬ 
tificers  can  be  found  or  formed, 
their  effect,  already  more  than 
doubled,  may  be  increafed  fo  as  to 
keep  pace  with  the  yearly  increafe 
of  the  militia.  The  annual  fums 
appropriated  by  the  latter  act  have 
been  directed  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  private  factories  of  arms  ; 
and  contracts  have  been  entered 
into  with  individual  undertakers, 
to  nearly  the  amount  of  the  firff 
year’s  appropriation. 

The  fufpenfion  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  produced  by  the  iniuf- 
tice  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and 
the  cbnfequent  Ioffes  and  facrifices 
of  our  citizens,  are  fubjefts  of  juft 
concern.  The  fituation  into  which 
we  have  thus  been  lorced,  has  im¬ 
pelled  us  to  apply  a  portion  of  our 
induHry  and  capital  to  internal  ma¬ 
nufactures  and  improvements.  The 
extent  of  this  COnverfion  is  daily 
incrcafing,  and  little  doubt  remains 
that  the  eftablifhments  formed  and 
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forming,  will,  under  the  aufpices 
of  cheaper  materials  and  fubfi li¬ 
enee,  the  freedom  of  labour  from 
taxation  with  us,  and  oi  protecting 
duties  and  prohibitions,  become 
permanent.  The  commerce  with 
the  Indians  too,  within  our  own 
boundaries,  is  likely  to  receive 
abundant  aliment  from  the  fame 
internal  fource,  and  will  fecure  to 
them  peace  and  the  progrefs  of  ci¬ 
vilization,  undifturbed  by  practices 
hoft-ile  to  both. 

The  accounts  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  the  year  end¬ 
ing  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
lad,  being  not  yet  made  up,  a  cor¬ 
rect  da  tement  will  hereafter  be 
tranfmitted  from  the  treafury.  in 
the  mean  time,  it  is  ascertained, 
that  the  receipts  have  amounted  to 
near  eighteen  millions  of  dollars, 
which,  with  the  eight  millions  and 
a  half  in  the  treafury  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  have  enabled  us, 
after  meeting  the  current  demands 
and  intereds  incurred,  to  pay  two 
millions  three  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  of  the  principal  of  our  fund¬ 
ed  debt,  and  left  us  in  the  treafury 
or  that  day  nearly  fourteen  millions 
©f  dollars  ;  of  thefe  five  millions 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
dollars  will  be  necefifary  to  pay 
what  will  be  due  on  the  fird  day 
of  January  next,  which  will  com¬ 
plete  the  reimburfement  of  the 
eight  per  cent.  dock.  Thefe  pay-v 
ments,  with  tliofe  made  in  the  fix 
years  and  a  half  preceding,  will 
have  extinguifhed  thirty- three  mil¬ 
lions  five  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  dollars  of  the  principal  of 
the  funded  debt,  being  the  whole 
which  could  be  paid  or  purchafed 
within  the  limits  of  the  law,  and 
of  our  contracts  ;  and  the  amount 
of  principal  thus  dificharged  will 


have  liberated  tke  revenue  from 
about  two  millions  of  dollars  of  in- 
tered,  and- added  that  fum  annually 
to  the  difpofable  furplus.  The  pro¬ 
bable  accumulation  of  the  furplufifes 
of  revenue,  beyond  what  can  be  ap- 
plTd  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  whenever  the  freedom  and 
fafety  of  our  commerce  fh all  be 
redored,  merits  the  confideration 
of  congrefs.  Shall  it  be  unproduc¬ 
tive  in  the  public  vaults  ?  Shall 
the  revenue  be  reduced  ?  or  (hall 
it  not  rather  be  appropriated  to 
the  improvement  of  roads,  canals, 
rivers,  education,  and  other  great 
foundations  of  profperity  and 
union,  under  the  powers  which 
congrefs  may  already  poflefs,  or 
fuch  amendment  of  the  conditu- 
tion  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
dates  :  while  uncertain  of  the 
courfe  of  things,  the  time  may  be 
advantageoudy  employed  in  ob¬ 
taining  the  powers  neceffary  for  a 
fydem  of  improvement,  Ihould  that 
be  thought  bed. 

O 

Availing  myfelf  of  this,  the  1  aft 
occafion  which  will  occur,  of  ad- 
dreffing  the  two  houfes  of  legilla- 
ture  at  their  meeting,  I  cannot 
omit  the  expreffion  of  my  fincere 
gratitude,  for  the  repeated  proofs 
of  confidence  manifeded  to  me  by 
themfelves  and  their  predeceflors, 
fince  my  call  to  the  adminiftration, 
and  the  many  indulgencies  expe¬ 
rienced  at  their  hands  ;  the  fame 
grateful  acknowledgments  are  due 
to  my  fellow-citizens  generally* 
whofe  fupport  has  been  my  great 
encouragement  under  all  embar- 
raflments.  In  the  tranfa&ion  of 
their  bufmefs,  I  cannot  have  ef- 
caped  error — it  is  incident  to  our 
imperfeft  nature  ;  but  I  may  fay, 
with  truth,  my  errors  have  been  of 
the  underdanding,  not  of  inten- 
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tion  ;  and  that  the  advancement  of 
their  rights  and  interefts  has  been 
the  conftant  motive  for  every  mea- 
fure.  On  thefe  confiderations,  I 
folicit  their  indulgence*  Looking 
forward  with  anxiety  to  their  fu¬ 
ture  deftinies,  I  truft,  that  in  their 
fteady  ckaratter,  unfhaken  by  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  their  love  of  liberty, 
obedience  to  law,  and  fupport  of 


the  public  authorities,  I  fee  a  fare 
guarantee  of  the  permanence  of 
our  republic;  and,  retiring  from 
the  charge  of  their  affairs,  I  carry 
with  me  the  confolation  of  a  firn^ 
perfuafion,  that  Heaven  has  in 
flore  for  our  beloved  country  long 
ages  to  come  of  profperity  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

Now.  8.  T.  Jefferson* 
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Chamber  of  the  late  Chrtflopher 
Anfteyy  E/'fj,  From  the  complete 
Edition  of  his  Poetical  IV irks,  pub- 
lijhed  by  his  Son. 

IT  has  been ufual  with  thofe  who 
have  undertaken  to  write  the 
lives  of  men,  eminent  for  their 
learning  and  virtue,  to  be  particu¬ 
lar  in  noticing  the  various  perfons 
of  rank  and  confequence,  with 
whom  they  have  affociated.  It 
will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  my 
father’s  acquaintance  was  the  moft 
general  and  extenfive  ;  his  fociety 
the  moft  feled,  and  among  thofe 
only,  who  were  exemplary  for  the 
purity  and  corrednefs  of  their  mo¬ 
ral  condud,  and  converfation. 

He  lived  upon  terms  of  good 
neighbourhood,  and  friendly  inter- 
courfe  with  all  the  moft  refpedable 
inhabitants  of  the  place  where  he 
redded.  Inftances  of  extraordinary 
merit  he  frequently  difeovered  in 
humble  ftation,  and  befriended  it  ; 
and  contrary  to  the  vulgar  opinion, 
he  as  frequently  found  the  bright- 
eft  examples  of  real  worth  and  pro¬ 
bity,  where  indeed  it  is  moft  na¬ 
tural  to  exped  that  they  fhould  be 
found,  among  men  of  rank  and 
education,  ol  Jiign  birth,  and  dif- 


tinguifhed  talents.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  perfon  of  thisdefeription, 
or  of  any  real  confequence  refort- 
ing  to  Bath,  who  did  not  feek  his 
acquaintance,  and  delight  in  his 
converfation,  and  by  whom  he  was 
not  vifited  in  his  retirement,  and 
refpeded.  His  fund  of  anecdote 
was  inexhauftible,  always  appofite, 
and  introduced  not  merely  to  amufc 
by  the  playfulnefs  of  the  mind,  and 
vivacity  by  which  it  was  narrated, 
but  in  the  aim  and  application  of 
it  to  the  fubjed,  uniformly  tend, 
ing  to  promote  the  moral  interefts 
of  its  hearers,  by  expofing  the 
vanities,  and  the  ridiculous,  rather 
than  the  ferious  effeds  of  the  fol. 
lies,  and  abfurdities  of  mankind. 
The  turn  of  his  wit  in  converfation 
was  tempered  with  diferetion, 
pointed,  but  unoffending,  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  quick  motion, 
and  a  piercing  fprightlinefs  of  the 
eye,  which  was  fpeakingly  ani¬ 
mated  and  intelligent.  His  per¬ 
ceptions  were  juft,  his  humour 
forcible  and  characteriftic.  His 
imagination  was  ever  prefenting  to 
his  mind  fome  new  and  involuntary 
combination  of  thought  or  expref- 
fion,  either  feen  through  a  ridicul¬ 
ous  medium,  or  conceived  in  a  po. 
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etical  drefs,  and  by  a  fudden  and 
peculiar  operation  of  the  mind  (not 
eafiiy  defcribed)  refolving  itfelf, 
as  it  were,  incontinently  into 
verfe  :  of  this,  numerous  inflances 
might  be  given.  In  his  converfa- 
tion,  as  well  as  in  his  writings,  he 
had  more  perhaps  than  moft  of  his 
contemporaries,  what  Voltaire 
called  the  imagination  ere  at  rice,  or 
the  power  of  originating  by  the 
natural  force  of  his  genius,  new  and 
unexpected  images,  with  the  admi¬ 
rable  talent  of  combining,  varying, 
and  multiplying  them  at  pleafure. 

His  feverity  in  judging,  and  his 
modefty  in  fpeaking  of,  his  own 
productions,  was  equalled  only  by 
the  candour,  with  which  he  read, 
and  the  d  i  fin  te  reft  ed  zeal  and  libe¬ 
rality  with  which  he  encouraged, 
and  not  unfrequently  affifted,  the 
labours  of  others.  His  ordinary 
converfation  in  his  family,  and 
among  his  children,  was  always 
interefting,  generally  inftrudlive  ; 
fprightly  and  forcible  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  his  remarks  and  obferva- 
tioris,  drawn  from  the  living  man- 
ners  of  the  time,  it  had  all  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  admonition,  without  the 
harthnefs  of  precept.  He  was  gift¬ 
ed  with  the  gentleft  affe&ions ;  and 
a  natural  modetty,  and  good-breed¬ 
ing,  peculiarly  attractive  in  the 
manner  of  it,  and  accompanied  with 
an  habitual  eafe,  and  dignity  of 
deportment,  which  won  the  hearts, 
and  the  efteem,  and  the  admiration 
of  mankind. 

In  all  his  trials  of  temper,  and 
in  the  little  vexations  and  difap- 
poinrments,  which  fo  readily  befet 
us  in  cur  common  intercourfe  with 
the  world,  in  proportion  as  his 
fpirits  were  ruffled,  and  difeom- 
poied,  thegoodnefs  of  his  heart  was 
doll  apparent,  in  his  endeavours 


to  reprefs  its  emotions.  Educated 
in  the  principles  of  true  religion, 
he  was  exemplary  in  ail  the  aCtive 
and  moral  duties  of  Chriftianity  : 
regular  in  public  worfhip,  in  pri¬ 
vate  prayer  and  meditation,  tem¬ 
perate  and  devout,  without  the 
fmalleft  tincture  of  gloom  or  fuper- 
flition  :  and  ever,  both  as  a  fubjeCt 
and  a  chriftian,  a  determined  ene¬ 
my  to  the  revolutionary  jargon  of 
the  French  philofophy,  which  has 
defolated  Europe,  and  at  one  pe¬ 
riod  (nook  the  verv  foundations  of 
all  religion,  and  of  all  government 
and  fociai  order  in  the  civilized 
world. 

In  the  decline  of  life,  and  at  that 
period  when  the  mind  of  man, 
worn  down  by  ficknefs,  and  too 
frequently  foured  by  difappoint- 
ment,  becomes  habitually  fretful, 
and  fometirnes  contracted,  his  frame 
and  conftitution  were  vigorous,  his 
mind  aCtive,  and  his  heart  expand¬ 
ed  with  benevolence,  in  asfts  of 
charity  to  the  diftrefted,  in  kind- 
nefs  and, liberality  to  his  children. 
His  anxiety  for  their  happinefs  was 
the  ruling  paffion  of  his  mind;  it 
occupied  all  his  thoughts,  it  un¬ 
folded  itfelf  in  all  his  aCtions  ;  he 
feemed  to  live  only  for  the  purpofe 
of  confulting  the  welfare,  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  moral  and  permanent 
intereits  of  his  family.  Of  nine 
children  that  furvived  to  him  in  his 
latter  days,  he  had  the  rare  and 
fmgular  felicity  of  feeing  five  fons 
and  two  daughters  happily  married 
and  fettled  in  life,  to  the  entire  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  comfort  of  his  de¬ 
clining  years  ;  a  gratification  and 
a  bleffing,  which  he  owed,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  excefs  of  his 
parental  fondnefs  and  afFe&ion  ; 
to  his  prudence  in  hufbanding,  and 
his  liberality  in  bellowing,  and 
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fearing  from  the  bulk  of  his  for¬ 
tune,  during  his  life-time,  the 
means  he  had  wifely  provided, 
and  (o  fuccefsfully  employed,  to 
promote  the  happinefs  of  their 
fives.  His  refources  were  in  the 
improvement,  and  judicious  ap¬ 
plication  of  his  income  ;  and  an 
early  exemption  from  the  (la very 
and  oppreffion  of  thofe  taxes,  which 
mankind  voluntarily  impofe  upon 
themfelves  by  their  follies  and 
their  vices.  In  his  felt-denial, 
in  his  freedom  from  vanity,  and 
a  philofophical  contempt  ot  every 
thing  that  wore  the  refemblance 
of  fplendour  and  oftentation,  of 
pride  or  extravagance,  he  found 
the  means  of  indulging  the  withes, 
and  ot  adminiliering  to  the  necef- 
fi ties  of  others. 


QharaSler  of  Mr.  Bruce.  From 
his  life j  by  Mr.  Murray. 

“Mr.  Bruce's  ftature  was  fix 
feet  four  inches;  his  perfon  was 
large  and  well-proportioned  ;  and 
his  {trength  correfpondent  to  his 
fize  and  ltaturc.  In  his  youth  he 
poflefled  activity ;  but,  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  he  became 
corpulent ;  though,  when  he  chofe 
to  exert  himfelf,  the  eiTeCts  of 
•time  were  not  perceptible.  The 
colour  of  his  hair  was  a  kind  of 
•dark  red  ;  his  complexion  was 
fanguine  ;  and  the  features  of  his 
face  elegantly  formed.  The  gene¬ 
ral  tone  of  his  voice  was  loud 
and  ftrong,  but  his  articulation 
was  fomerimes  careiefs  and  in- 
diilindl.  His  walk  was  {lately  ; 
his  air  noble  and  commanding. 
He  was  attentive  to  his  drefs,  and 
was  particularly  fuccefsful  in  wear¬ 
ing  that  of  the  nations  through 
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which  he  palled,  in  an  eafy  and 
graceful  manner,  to  which  he  was 
indebted  in -part  for  his  good  re¬ 
ception,  efpecially  in  Abyffinia. 

“  T  he  leading  qualities  of  his 
mind  were  courage,  magnanimity, 
and  prudence.  He  was  endowed 
with  a  large  portion  of  that  eleva¬ 
ted  fpirit,  without  which  no  enter- 
prife  of  importance  is  conceived  or 
executed.  He  was  ambitious  to 
be  known  as  the  performer  of 
honourable  and  ufeful  undertak¬ 
ings,  and  was  equally  intrepid  and 
dextrous  in  effecting  his  deiigns. 
Though  he  juftly  aferibed  his  fuc- 
cefs  to  caules  which  no  man  can 
controul  or  di redd ,  he  owed  much 
of  it  to  his  own  precaution  and 
fuperior  good  fenfe.  His  mode  of 
travelling  was  peculiar  to  himfelf. 
He  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
fecuring  the  means  of  fafety  in  fo¬ 
reign  countries,  by  methods  which 
other  travellers  have  fometimes 
negleCted,  to  their  great  di  fad  van¬ 
tage.  To  ufe  his  own  expreflion, 
he  was  not  to  be  duped  by  ordinary- 
letters  of  recommendation  ;  he 
knew  the  llyle  of  the  Eaft,  and 
always  attempted  to  gain  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  great  men,  by  feme  hold 
on  their  inrereft. 

“  His  perfonal  accomplifhments 
fitted  him,  in  a  fuperior  manner, 
for  the  undertakings  in  which  he 
engaged.  His  conftitution  was 
rob  u  It  ;  he  had  inured  himfelf  to 
every  kind  ol  fatigue  and  exercife. 
His  long  refidence  among  the  Bar- 
bary  Arabs,  the  belt  horfemen  in 
the  world,  had  enabled  him  to  ex¬ 
cel  in  the  management  of  the  horfe, 
and  in  the  exercife  of  the  lance 
and  javelin.  His  Ikill  in  the  ufe 
of  fire-arms  wots  uncommonly  great. 
He  knew  alfo  how  to  difplay  thofe 
accoroplilhments  to  the  bell  ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage  among  barbarians,  and 
feldom  failed  to  excite  their  ap- 
plaufe  and  aftonilhment. 

t(  In  qualifications  of  a  different 
defcription,  he  equalled,  if  not 
furpaffed  the  generality  of  tra¬ 
vellers.  His  memory  was  excel- 
lent,  and  his  underftanding  vigo¬ 
rous  and  well  cultivated.  He 
found  no  difficulty  in  acquiring 
languages  of  any  kind.  He  un¬ 
derstood  French,  Italian,  Spanifh, 
and  Portuguefe,  the  two  fiift  of 
which  he  fpoke  and  wrote  with 
facility.  Befides  Greek  and  Latin, 
which  he  read  well,  though  not 
critically,  he  knew  the  Hebrew, 
Chaldee,  and  Syriac  ;  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  compared 
feveral  portions  of  the  Scriptures 
in  thofe  related  dialers.  He  read 
and  fpoke  with  eafe,  Arabic,  Ethi¬ 
opia,  and  Amharic.  Neceflity 
had  made  him  acquainted  with 
thefe  laff,  and  imprefled  them 
deeply  on  his  mind.  He  had  ap¬ 
plied,  during  the  greateft  part  of 
his  life,  to  the  ftudy  of  aftronomy, 
and  other  practical  branches  of 
mathematical  learning.  His  abi- 
lit  ies  in  drawing  mult  have  been 
confiderable,  as  his  tafte  in  this 
particular  was  acknowledged  to  be 
excellent.  Though  the  attempts 
which  were  made  to  depreciate  his 
character  after  his  return,  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  mentioning  the 
exaCt  lhare  of  affiftance  which  he 
had  in  executing  his  beautiful  col¬ 
lection  of  drawings,  it  is  certain 
that  he  received  occafional  help, 
and  ufed  it  to  much  advantage. 

“  Mr.  Bruce’s  temper,  as  he  can¬ 
didly  confeffes,  was  irritable  and 
paflionate ;  but  his  heart  was  warm  ; 
his  aifeCtions  ardent ;  and  his  moral 
feelings  extremely  acute.  His 
Jriendlhips  were  fincere,  and,  in 


general,  permanent,  though  fome- 
times  interrupted  by  fufpicion. 
He  enjoyed  the  efteem  and  regard 
of  almoft  every  eminent  literary 
character  in  Britain  and  France; 
of  the  Comte  de  Buffon,  M.  Guys, 
M.  Daubenton  ;  of  the  Barrington 
family,  of  Drs.  Douglas,  Blair, 
and  Herfehel :  and  of  many  others 
of  the  very  firft  ranks  of  virtue 
and  fcience.  He  was  an  eafy, 
cheerful,  and  inftruCtive  compa¬ 
nion.  As  he  had  a  fixed  regard 
for  honour,  juftice,  and  integrity, 
he  could  not  bear  the  ffighteff 
infinuation  againff  his  character  ; 
and,  to  relieve  himfelf  from  the 
vexations  of  anonymous  abufe,  he 
publicly  declared  his  refolution  of 
never  paying  the  fmalleft  attention 
to  any  criticifms  made  on  his  wri¬ 
tings  by  perfons  who  concealed 
their  names. 

“  When  he  obferved  other  men 
deficient  in  moral  conduCt,  he  ufu- 
ally  exprefifed  his  contempt  of  them 
in  the  molt  open  unqualified  man¬ 
ner.  This  procured  him  many 
enemies.  Perfons  of  a  doubtful 
character  avoided  him,  and  de¬ 
claimed  againff  his  haughtinefs, 
vanity,  and  other  vices  of  their 
own  creation.  Like  moft  men  of 
highfpirit  and  fuperior  knowledge, 
he  was  a  jealous  neighbour  to  fuch 
as  affumed  to  themfelves  claims  of 
pre-eminence  in  the  country,  to 
which  he  did  not  confider  them  as 
entitled  ;  to  others,  who  purfued  a 
different  conduCt,  he  was  friendly, 
affable,  and  attentive. 

“'He  difcharged  the  public  duties 
offociety  with  fuperior  ability  and 
judgment.  In  private  life  he  was, 
if  poflible,  ftill  more  refpeCtable. 
As  a  hulhand  and  a  faiher,  he 
deferved  the  higheft  praife.  He 
entertained  his  friends,  aad  ftran- 

gers* 
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gers,  with  elegance,  hofpitality, 
and  the  moll  affable  politenefs. 
He  loved  to  difplay,  as  far  as 
fditable,  the  magnificence  that  had 
long  diilinguifhed  the  name  which 
he  inherited.  He  was  kind  and 
indulgent  to  his  fervants,  and 
pleafed  to  fee  every  one  around 
him  profperous  and  happy.  He 
ufed  to  celebrate,  with  his  tenants 
and  domeftics,  the  Hated  fdlivals 
ohferved  by  his  forefathers,  in  the 
feudal  times,  and  always  enjoyed, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  the  common 
happinefs  on  thefe  occafons.  He 
was  fond  of  ruffe  pieafantry  and 
humour :  and  this,  it  will  be  rea¬ 
dily  ohferved,  from  thehiltories  of 
Aboucouffi,  Strates,  Woldo,  and 
others  in  the  Travels,  conftituted 
a  particular  feature  of  his  mind. 

((  There  was  nothing  peculiar  in 
Mr.  Bruce's  habits  of  life.  He 
neither  rofe  very  early,  nor  fat 
late,  except  on  particular  occafions. 
His  journeys  in  the  Eafl  were  gene¬ 
rally  made  in  the  morning,  for 
obvious  reafons  ;  and,  in  warm 
climates,  he  took  much  excrcife, 
and  paid  great  attention  to  his 
health.  He  was  moderate  in  his 
life  of  liquors  of  all  kinds,  but  not 
abftemious  beyond  the  ufual  prac¬ 
tice  of  fociety.  He  was  a  hard 
ftudent  when  engaged  in  any  lite¬ 
rary  purfuit,  and  eager  in  the 
profecution  of  every  defign  which 
he  had  begun  to  execute. 

f(  The  moll  defe&ive  part  of  his 
charadler  arofe  from  his  conftitu- 
tional  temper,  which  difpofed  him 
to  be  fufpicious,  and  hally  in  taking 
offence.  His  enmities  therefore 
were  fometime  capricious,  though, 
in  general,  well  founded.  His 
love  of  anceflry,  and  practice  of 
telling  his  own  exploits,  though 
magnified  into  vices  by  the  weak- 
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eft  of  his  enemies,  fcarcefy  deferve 
notice  as  imperfe&ions,  though 
they  certainly  were  prominent  fea¬ 
tures  in  his  charadler.  A  brave 
and  virtuous  man  muft  always  feel 
a  pleafure  in  remembering  that  he 
is  like  fuck  of  his  forefathers  as 
moft  deferved  to  be  imitated  and 
remembered ;  and  no  fatisfadlory 
reafon  can  be  afligned  why  a  tra¬ 
veller  fhould  not  relate  his  adven¬ 
tures.  The  pride  of  anceftry  is 
ridiculous  only  when  it  is  fub- 
ftituted  for  perfonal  merit  ;  and 
the  pradlice  of  telling  one’s  own 
adlions,  is  reprehenfible  only  when 
thefe  are  well  known,  trifling,  or 
exaggerated. 

“  Diftinguilhed  by  his  regard 
for  the  memory  of  anceftors  who 
had  been  eminently  loyal  and  patri¬ 
otic,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  Mr. 
Bruce  loved  his  king  and  country 
with  the  warmeft  affedlion.  He 
would  have  been  the  firft  to  fup- 
port  either  of  thefe  on  any  dan¬ 
gerous  emergency.  Haconfidered 
tjie  French  revolution,  and  allfuch 
violent  attempts  at  reformation, 
merely  as  a  fubverfion  of  fociety, 
for  the  purpofe  of  filling  the  places 
of  the  great  with  new  adventurers. 
He  knew  the  French  nation  well, 
predifted  the  confequenc^s  of  its 
republican  frenzy,  and  fhed  tears 
on  receiving  an  account  of  the  fate 
of  the  king. 

(i  His  religious  principles  were 
founded  on  the  beft  bafis,  the 
Scriptures,  and  a  firm  belief  of  ap 
over-ruling  Providence.  He  wa$ 
not  attached  to  any  fe& ;  he  de¬ 
tailed  fanaticifm ;  and  frequently 
took  occafion  to  expofe  it.  He 
ufed  to  recommend  a  diligent  pe- 
rufal  of  the  Scriptures,  as  prefer¬ 
able  to  that  of  all  other  theological 
writings.  His  mind,  accuftomed 
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to  dangerous  fituations,  from  which 
Providence  alone  could  deliver  him, 
had  con  traded  a  flight  and  amiable 
tinge  of  fuperftition  ;  fometimes 
an  attendant  on  warm  unaffected 
piety,  though  never  arifing,  in 
underflandings  like  his,  from  its 
ordinary  caufes. 

(t  On  eftimating,  therefore,  the 
various  merits  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  cha¬ 
racter,  the  fuperior  and  numerous 
endowments  and  accomplilhments 
which  he  employed  in  executing 
undertakings  ufeful  to  fociety, 
and  the  uniform  regularity  with 
which  he  combined  the  practice  of 
morality  and  religion  with  the 
eafe  and  aCtive  life  of  a  gentle¬ 
man,  it  will  not  be  confidered  as 
prefumptous  to  affirm,  that  his 
name  is  juftly  entitled  to  a  place 
in  the  lift  of  thofe,  who  have  been 
eminently  confpicuous  for  genius, 
valour,  and  virtue.** 


Some  Account  of  Mr .  Fox’s  Lite - 
rary  Purfuits. 

( From  Lord  Holland’s  Preface  to 
.  Mr.  Fox’s  Hifory  of  the  early 
part  of  the  reign  of  fames  the 
Second .  J 

THE  precife  period  at  which 
Mr.  Fox  firft  formed  the  defign 
of  writing  a  hiflory,  cannot  be 
afeertained.  In  the  year  1797 , 
he  announced  publicly  his  intention 
of  devoting  “  a  greater*  portion  of 
his  time  to  his  private  purfuits 
he  was  even  on  the  point  of  relin- 
quifhing  his  feat  in  parliament, 
and  retiring  altogether  from  pub¬ 
lic  life,  a  plan  which  he  had  form¬ 
ed  many  years  before,  and  to  the 
execution  of  which  he  always 


looked  forward  with  the  greateft 
delight.  The  remonflranees,  how¬ 
ever,  of  thofe  friends,  for  vvhofe 
judgment  he  had  the  greateft  de- 
ference,  ultimately  prevailed.  He 
confequently  confined  his  fcheme 
of  retreat  to  a  more  uninterrupted 
refidence  in  the  country,  than  he 
had  hitherto  permitted  himfelf  to 
enjoy.  During  his  retirement, 
that  love  of  literature,  and  fond- 
nefs  of  poetry,  which  neither  plea- 
fure  nor  buflnefs  had  ever  extin® 
guifhed,  revived  with  an  ardour, 
fuch  as  few  in  the  eatrernefs  of 
youth,  or  in  purfuit  of  fame  or 
advantage,  are  capable  of  feeling. 
For  fome  time,  however,  his  ftudies 
were  not  directed  to  any  particular 
object.  Such  was  the  happy  dif- 
pofition  of  his  mind,  that  his  own 
refledions,  whether  fupplied  bg 
converfation,  defultory  reading, 
or  the  common  occurrences  of  a 
life  in  the  country,  were  always 
fufficient  to  call  forth  the  vigour 
and  exertion  of  his  faculties.  In- 
tercourfe  with  the  world  had  fo 
little  deadened  in  him  the  fenfe  of 
the  flmpleft  enjoyments,  that  even 
in  the  hours  of  apparent  leifare 
and  inactivity,  he  retained  that 
keen  relifh  of  exiflence,  which, 
after  the  firft  impreflions  of  life,  is 
fo  rarely  excited  but  by  great  in- 
terefts  and  flrong  paflions.  Hence 
it  was,  that  in  the  interval  between 
his  aCtive  attendance  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  undertaking  of  his 
hiflory,  he  never  felt  the  tedium 
of  a  vacant  day.  A  verfe  in 
Cowper,  which  he  frequently  re¬ 
peated, 

IJow  various  his  employments  whom  the 
■world 
Calls  idle! 


*  Vide  Parliamentary  Debates,  May  26,  1797, 
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was  an  accurate  description  of  the 
life  he  was  then  leading  ;  and  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  con- 
fulted  his  own  gratification  only, 
it  would  have  continued  to  be  fo. 
The  circumftanccs  which  led  him 
once  more  to  take  an  adive  part 
in  public  difcuflions,  are  foreign  to 
the  purpofe  of  this  preface.  It  is 
fufficient  to  remark,  that  they  could 
not  be  forefeen,  and  that  his  notion 
of  engaging  in  fome  literary  un¬ 
dertaking  was  adopted  during  his 
retirement,  and  with  the  profped 
of  long  uninterrupted  leifure  be¬ 
fore  him.  When  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  upon  employing  fome  part 
of  it  in  writing,  he  was  no  doubt 
aduated  by  a  variety  of  confider- 
ations,  in  the  choice  of  the  talk 
he  fhould  undertake.  His  philo- 
fophy  had-  never  rendered  him  in- 
fenfible  to  the  gratification  which 
the  hope  of  pofthumous  fame  fo 
often  produces  in  great  minds ;  and, 
though  criticifm  might  be  more 
eongenial  to  the  habits  and  amufe- 
ments  of  his  retreat,  an  hiftorical 
work  feemed  more  of  a  piece  with 
the  tenour  of  his  former  life,  and 
might  prove  of  greater  benefit  to 
the  public  and  to  pofterity.  Thefe 
motives,  together  with  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion,  naturally  led  him  to  prefer 
the  hiftory  of  his  own  country, 
and  to  feled  a  period  favourable 
to  the  ii  lull  rat  ion  of  the  great 
general  principles  of  freedom,  on 
which  it  is  founded  ;  for  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  thofe  principles,  the 
icfult  of  pradical  obiervation,  as 
well  as  philofophical  reflection,  far 
from  having  abated,  had  acquired 
new  force  and  frefh  vigour  in  his 
retirement. 

“  With  thefe  views  it  was  a!- 
moft  impoffible  that  he  fhould  not 
Vo l ♦  L,  or  Vql.  VIII.  New  S 


fix  on  the  revolution  of  1688.  The 
event  was  cheering  and  animating. 
It  was  the  moft  fignal  triumph  of 
that  caufe  to  which  his  public  life 
had  been  devoted  ;  and  in  a  review 
of  its  progrefs,  he  could  not  fail 
to  recognize  thofe  principles  which 
had  regulated  his  own  political 
conduct.  But  the  choice  of  that 
period  was  recommended  by  yet 
higher  confideratioas ;  the  defire 
of  refeuing  from  mifieprefentation 
the  moft  glorious  tranfadion  of 
our  hiftory  ;  the  opportunity  of 
inftruding  his  countrymen  in  the 
real  nature  of  their  conftitution ; 
and  the  hope  of  imprefling  on  man¬ 
kind  thofe  leffcns  applicable  to  all 
times,  which  are  to  be  drawn  from 
that  memorable  occurrence. 

“  The  manner  in  which  the  moft 
popular  hiftorians,  and  other  wri¬ 
ters  of  eminence,  had  treated  the 
fubject,  was  likely  to  ftimulate 
him  more  ftrongly  to  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking.  It  could  notefcape  the 
obfervation  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  fome, 
from  the  bias  of  their  individual 
opinions,  had  given  a  falfe  colour 
to  the  whole  tranfadion ;  that 
others  had  wilfully  diftorted  the 
fads  to  ferve  fome  temporary  pur¬ 
pofe  ;  and  that  Bolingbroke,  in 
particular,  had  confounded  the 
diftind  and  even  oppofite  views 
of  rhe  two  leading  parties,  who, 
though  they  concurred  in  the  mea- 
fure,  retained  even  ifl  their  union, 
all  their  refpedive  tenets  and  fun¬ 
damental  diftindions. 

(s  According  to  his  firft  crude 
conceptions  of  the  work,  it  would, 
as  far  as  1  recoiled,  have  begun  at 
the  Revolution;  but  he  altered  his 
mind,  after  a  careful  perufal  of  the 
latter  part  of  Hume’s  hiftory.  An 
apprehenfion  of  the  falfe  impref- 
fion?,  which  that  great  hiftorian’s 
*  F  f  partiality 
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partiality  might  have  left  on  the 
minds  of  his  readers,  induced  him 
to  go  back  to  the  acceflon  of  King 
James  the  Second,  and  even  to  pre¬ 
fix  an  introduftory  chapter,  on  the 
character  and  leading  events,  of  the 
times  immediately  preceding. 

From  the  moment  his  labour 
commenced,  he  generally  fpoke 
of  his  plan  as  extending  no  farther 
than  the  fettlement  at  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  His  friends,  however,  were 
not  without  hopes,  that  the  habit 
of  compofition  might  engage  him 
more  deeply  in  literary  under¬ 
takings,  or  that  the  different  views 
which  the  courfe  of  his  enquiries 
would  open,  might  ultimately  al¬ 
lure  him  on  further  in  the  hiftory 
of  his  country.  Some  cafual  ex- 
preflions,  both  in  converfation  and 
correfpondence,  feemed  to  imply 
that  the  poffibility  of  fuch  a  refill  t 
was  not  entirely  out  of  his  own 
contemplation.  He  acknowledged 
that  fome  papers  which  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  procure  in  Spain, 
4<  though  they  did  not  relate  to  his 
period  exeftly,  might  be  very 
lifeful  to  him,  and  at  all  events  en¬ 
tertaining  ;  nay,  poffibly,  that  they 
might  make  him  go  on  further 
than  he  intended  *;*'  As  his  work 
advanced,  his  allufions  to  various 
literary  projects,  fuch  as  an  edition 
of  Dryden,  a  Defence  of  Racine 
and  the  French  Stage,  EfTay  on  the 
Beauties  of  Euripides,  &c.  &C.  be¬ 
came  more  frequent,  and  were  more 
confidently  exprefTed.  In  a  letter 
written  to  me  in  1 803,  after  obferv- 
ing,  that  a  modern  writer  did  not 
fufficiemly  admire  Racine,  he  adds, 
s(  It  puts  me  quite  in  a  paflion. 


Je  <veux  contre  eux  fa  ire  tin  jour 
un  gros  li:vre)  as  Voltaire  fays. 
Even  Dryden,  who  fpeaks  with 
proper  refpeft  of  Corneille,  * vili¬ 
pends  f  Racine.  If  ever  I  pub- 
lifh  my  edition  of  his  works,  I 
will  give  it  him  for  it,  you  may 
depend.  Oh  how  I  wifh  that  I 
could  make  up  my  mind  to  think 
it  right,  to  devote  all  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  my  life  to  fueh  fub- 
jefts,  and  fuch  only  1  Indeed  I 
rather  think  I  fhall ;  and  yet,  if 
there  were  a  chance  of  re-efta° 
blifhing  a  ftrong  whig  party  (how¬ 
ever  compofed) 

“  Non  adeo  has  exofa  maous  victoria 
iugit 

Ut  tantjj  quicquara  pro  fpe  tentare  re- 
cufem,’* 

Even  while  his  undertaking  was 
yet  firefh,  in  the  courfe  of  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  fome  matters  relating 
to  the  trial  of  Somerfet  in  King 
James  the  Firft’s  reign,  he  fays  to 
his  correfpondent,  “  but  what  is 
all  this,  you  will  fay,  to  my  hif- 
tory  ?  Certainly  nothing ;  but  one 
hiftorical  enquiry  leads  to  another  j 
and  I  recollect  that  the  impreflion 
upon  my  mind  was,  that  there  was 
more  reafon  than  is  generally  al¬ 
lowed,  for  fufpe<5ting  that  prince 
Henry  was  poifoned  by  Somerfet, 
and  that  the  king  knew  of  it  after 
the  faff.  This  is  not,  to  be  fure, 
to  my  prefent  purpofe  ;  but  I- have 
thought  of  prefixing  to  my  work, 
if  it  ever  fhould  be  finifhed,  a  dif- 
quifition  upon  Hume’s  Hiftory  of 
the  Stewarts,  and  in  no  part  of  it 
would  his  partiality  appearflronger 
than  in  James  the  Firli 


*  MS  Correfpondence. 

t  Mr.  Fox  often  ufed  this  word  in  ridicule  of  pedantic  expreffions. 

%  MS  Correfpondence  to  Lord  Lauderdale. 

About 
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About  the  fame  time  he  talked 
of  writing,  either  in  the  form  of  a 
dedication  or  a  dialogue,  a  treat ife 
on  the  three  arts  of  Poetry,  Hif~ 
tory,  and  Oratory  ;  which,  ro  my 
furprife,  he  claffed  in  the  order  I 
have  related.  The  plan  of  fuch  a 
work  feemed,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  be  digefted  in  his  head,  and  from 
the  Iketch  he  drew  of  his  detign  to 
me,  it  would,  if  completed,  have 
been  an  invaluable  monument  of  the 
great  originality  of  thought,  and 
fingular  philof  iphical  acutenefs, 
with  which  he  was  accuftomed  to 
treat  of  fubjedts  in  his  moll:  carelefs 
converfations.  But  though  a  va¬ 
riety  of  literary  projects  might 
occalionally  come  acrofs  him,  he 
was  very  cautious  of  promiling  too 
much  ;  for  he  was  aware,  that 
whatever  he  undertook,  his  pro- 
grefs  in  it  would  necelfarily  be  ex¬ 
tremely  flow.  He  could  not  but 
forefee,  that  as  new  events  arofe, 
his  friends  would  urge  him  to  re¬ 
turn  to  politics  ;  and  though  his 
own  inclinations  might  enable  him 
to  relift  their  entreaties,  the  very 
difcuffion  on  the  propriety  of  yield¬ 
ing,  would  produce  an  attention  to 
the  Hate  of  public  affairs,  and  di¬ 
vert  him  in  fome  degree  from  the 
purfuit  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
But  it  was  yet  more  difficult  to 
fortify  himfelf  againft  the  feduc- 
tions  of  his  own  inclination,  which 
was  continually  drawing  him  off 
from  his  hiftorical  refearches,  to 
critical  enquiries,  to  the  ftudy  of 
the  claffics,  and  to  works  of  ima¬ 
gination  and  poetry.  Abundant 
proof  exifts  of  the  effedt  of  thefe 
interruptions,  both  on  his  labours 
and  on  his  mind.  His  letters  are 
filled  with  complaints,  of  fuch  as 
arofe  from  politics,  while  he  fpeaks 
with  delight  and  complacency  of 


*  43$ 

whole  days  devoted  to  Euripides 
and  Virgil. 

The  feale  which  his  various 
purfuits  occupied  in  his  eftimation, 
is  very  naturally  defcribed  in  feve- 
ral  of  his  letters.  And  as  it  is  not 
entirely  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of 
this  preface,  my  readers  may  not 
be  difpleafed  with  the  infertion  of 
one,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  familiar 
correfpondence. 

•(  Dear  Grey, 

“  In  defence  of  my  opinion 
about  the  nightingales,  I  find 
Chaucer,  who  of  all  poets  feems 
to  have  been  fondeft  of  the  fling¬ 
ing  birds,  calls  it  a  merry  note  ; 
and  though  Theocritus  mentions 
nightingales  fix  or  feven  times,  he 
never  mentions  their  note  as  plain™ 
tive  or  melancholy.  It  is  true,  he 
does  not  call  it  any  where  merry,  as 
Chaucer  does ;  but  by  mentioning 
it  with  the  fong  of  the  blackbird, 
and  as  anfwering  it,  he  feems  to 
imply,  that  it  was  a  cheerful  note. 
Sophocles  is  againft  us  ;  but  even 
he  fays,  lamenting  lij  s,  and  the 
companion  of  her  to  Eledlra,  is 
rather  as  to  perfeverance  day  and 
night,  than  as  to  forrow.  At  all 
events,  a  tragic  poet  is  not  half  fo 
good  authority  in  this  queftion  as 
Theocritus  and  Chaucer.  I  can¬ 
not  light  upon  the  paflage  in  the 
Odyffey,  where  Penelope’s  reft- 
leffnefs  is  compared  to  the  nightin¬ 
gale  ;  but  I  am  fare  that  it  is  only 
as  to  reftleflnefs  and  watchfulnefs 
that  he  makes  the  comparifon* 
If  you  will  read  the  laft  twelve 
books  of  the  Odyffey,  you  will 
certainly  find  it,  and  1  am  fare  you 
will  be  paid  for  your  hunt,  whe¬ 
ther  you  find  it  or  not.  The  paf- 
fage  in  Chaucer  is  in  the  Flower 
and  Leaf,  p,  99.  The  one  I  par- 

*  F  f  2  ticuhrlv 
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ticularly  allude  to  in  Theocritus, 
is  in  his  epigrams,  I  think  in  the 
fourth.  Dryden  has  transferred 
the  word  merry  to  the  goldfinch, 
in  the  Flower  and  the  Leaf  ;  in 
deference,  may  be,  to  the  vulgar 
error  ;  but  pray  read  his  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  nightingale  there  :  it  is 
quite  delightful*  I  am  afraid  I 
like  thefe  refearches  as  much  better 
than  thofe  that  relate  to  Shaftef- 
bury,  Sunderland,  &c.  as  I  do 
thofe  better  than  attending  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

“  YourY,  affectionately, 

“  C.  J.  Fox.” 

The  faCt  is,  he  fffuggled  fo 
little  again#  fuch  inclinations, 
that  when  preffed  to  facrifice  his 
Greek  ftudies  for  a  time,  he  an- 
fwers,  ((  I  have  no  thoughts  of 
throwing  away  my  Greek  books, 
and  would  give  up  the  whole  plan 
if  I  thought  it  incompatible  with 
my  giving  a  little  time  to  them 

But  it  was  not  merely  the  in¬ 
terference  of  other  occupations, 
whether  of  bufmefs  or  amufement, 
that  impeded  the  progrefs  of  his 
work. 

He  knew  by  experience,  that 
he  was  as  flow  in  compofition  as 
he  was  rapid  in  public  fpeaking. 
He  had  employed  many  days  in 
writing  his  letter  to  the  ele&ors  of 
Weftminfter,  in  1793;  and  even 


the  publication  of  his  fpeech  f  on 
the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  (the 
only  inftance  in  which  he  ever 
revifed  what  he  had  delivered  in 
public)  occupied  a  greater  portion 
of  his  time  than  could  be  eafily 
imagined  by  thofe  who  were  un* 
acquainted  with  his  fcrupulous  at¬ 
tention  to  all  the  niceties  of  lan¬ 
guage.  In  addition  to  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  he  foon  perceived  that 
his  fcrupulous  exaclnefs,  with  ref. 
peCt  to  all  the  circumftances  of  any 
faft  which  he  was  obliged  either 
to  relate  or  advert  to,  would  re¬ 
tard  him  by  the  multiplicity  and 
minutenefs  of  the  refearches  it 
would  occafion — “  Hiftory  goes 
on,  (he  remarked)  but  it  goes  on 
very  flowly.  The  fad  is,  I  am  a 
very  flow  writer,  but  I  promife  I 
will  perfevere.  I  believe  I  am 
too  fcrupulous  both  about  language 
and  fads  ;  though  with  refped  to 
the  latter,  it  is  hardly  poffible* 
It  is  aftonifhing  how  many  fads 
one  finds  related,  for  which  there 
is  no  authority  whatever.  Tra¬ 
dition,  you  will  fay,  does  in  fome 
cafes,  but  it  will  not  apply  to 
others  J.5' 

Even  while  he  was  employed 
on  the  Infrodudion,  in  which, 
as  it  was  rather  a  difeufiion  al¬ 
luding  to  known  fads,  than  a  mi¬ 
nute  enquiry  intodifputed  points  $,’* 
he  acknowledged  that  it  was  not 


*  MS.  Correfpondcnce. 

t  Having  mentioned  thefe  works,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  adding,  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  14th,  16th,  and  perhaps  a  few  other  numbers  of  a  periodical  pnblica- 
cation  in  1779,  called  the  Englishman,  and  an  epitaph  on  the  late  Bilhop  ©fDowne, 
they  are  the  only  pieces  of  prole  he  ever  printed  ;  unlels,  indeed,  one  were  to  reckon 
his  advertisements  to  electors,  and  the  parliamentary  papers  which  he  may  have 
drawn  up.  There  are  leveral  i'pecimens  of  his  compofition  in  verl’e,  in  different  lan¬ 
guages  ;  but  the  lines  qn  Mrs.  Crewe,  and  thofe  to  Mrs.  Fox,  on  her  birth-day,  are, 
as  far  as  I  recollect,  all  that  have  been  printed.  An  Ode  to  Poverty,  and  an  Epigram 
upon  Gibbon,  though  very  generally  attributed  to  him,  are  certainly  not  his  conipo- 
lit  ions. 

J  MS.  Correfpondcnce,  jj  MS.  Currefpondence. 

fa 


CHARACTERS.  *  457 

V 


fo  important  to  be  exa6l  to  a 
nicety  ;  he  neverthelefs  found  Tome 
difficulty  in  tracing  the  information 
of  hiftorians  to  their  original  four- 
ces.  Upon  this,  as  upon  all  other 
occadons,  where  he  flood  in  need 
ef  active  affiitance,  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  advice  and  friendfhip  of 
Lord  Lauderdale  ;  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  was  the  firil  (lep  he  took 
in  thofe  refearches,  which,  after  a 
long  fbries  of  enquiries,  enabled 
him  both  to  a  fee  v  tain  the  nature, 
and  the  fate  of  the  Scotch  college 
manuferipts,  and  to  procure  a  valu¬ 
able  collection  of  papers  from  the 
Depot  of  Foreign  Affairs  at  Paris. 

To  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale* 
i(  Dear  Lauderdale, 

ee  (  I  am  ferioufly  thinking  of 
becoming  an  hiftorian,  and  have 
indeed  begun ;  but  my  progrefs 
is  fo  little,  that  it  is  not  worth 
mentioning,  except  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  dimidium  qui  cepit .  As 
to  what  people  may  expect,  I 
know  not.  If  much,  they  will 
be  difappointed  ;  but  I  certainly 
do  not  intend  to  decline  the  labour 
of  any  fearch,  which  I  am  able  to 
make,  and  much  lefs  to  refufe  any 
affiftance  I  can  have  in  fuch  re¬ 
search*  I  hope,  therefore,  you 
will  not  be  fatisfied  with  merely 
recommending  to  me  to  make  ufe 
of  affiftance,  but  give  me  feme 
hint  of  what  nature,  and  from 
whom  I  may  get  it.  To  enable 
you  to  do  this  better,  it  is  necef- 
iary  to  inform  you,  that  the  death 
of  Charles  the  Second  is  the  period 
from  which  I  commence  my  hif- 
$o ry  ;  though  in  my  introduction, 


I  take  a  pretty  full  view  of  his 
reign,  and,  confequently,  fhould 
be  glad  enough  to  get  new  lights 
with  regard  to  it.  Even  this  in¬ 
troductory  chapter,  however,  is 
not  yet  finifhed.  Next,  it  is  fit 
you  fhould  know,  that  fo  far  from 
having  as  yet  examined,  or  even 
looked  into .  any  manufcrjpt  pa¬ 
pers,  ,or  other  documents  not  ge¬ 
nerally  known,  I  do  not  even 
know  where  any  fuch  exill,  and, 
therefore,  any  information  on  that 

head  will  be  verv  welcome.  I 

0 

find  one  of  ray  greateft  difficulties 
to  be,  how  to  difeover  the  autho¬ 
rities  upon  which  hiftorians  ad¬ 
vance  their  facts,  for  they  very 
often  do  not  refer  to  them.  Hi¬ 
therto,  where  I  am  only  taking  ,a 
curfory  review,  this  is  of  no  great 
importance.  But  in  regard  to 
the  Popilh  and  Rye-houfe  plots 
particularly,  I  find  both  Rapin 
and  Hume  advancing  fo  many 
facts,  for  which  I  cannot  guefs 
their  authorities,  that  if  I  were  to 
give  a  regular  hiftory  of  thefe 
tranfactions,  I  fhould  be  much 
puzzled.  Now,  when  I  am  un¬ 
der  difficulties  of  this  fort,  can 
you  either  direct  me  to  whom  I 
can  apply  for  a  folution  of  them  ? 
or,  if  I  fend  queries  to  you,  can 
you  give  me  anfwers  to  them  ?**  * 

“  With  both  the  above  requefts 
Lord  Lauderdale  complied  ;  and 
by  his  own  diligence,  and  the 
affiilance  of  Mr*  Laing,  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  tranfmit  to  Mr.  Fox  much 
ufeful  information.  In  a  very 
fhort  time  afterwards  that  gentle¬ 
man  publifhed  his  Hiftory  of  Scot¬ 
land,  a  work  which  Mr.  Fox  em¬ 


phatically 


*  This  letter  was  written  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1800. 
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phatically  termed  fi  a  treafure/* 
and  which  fo  animated  his  labours, 
by  opening  new  fources  of  infor¬ 
mation,  and  new  views  of  tranf- 
aCtions,  that  at  no  period  was  he 
fo  ardent  in  the  profecution  of  his 
plan,  as  when  frefti  from  the  pe- 
rufal  of  that  valuable  performance. 
The  advantages  he  derived  from  it 
he  frequently  declared  to  be  in¬ 
calculable  ;  and  it  certainly  was 
not  among  the  leaft,  that  it  affor¬ 
ded  him  an  apportunity  of  culti¬ 
vating  the  friendfnip  of  the  author, 
and  confulting  him  on  many  points 
connected  with  his  own  under¬ 
taking,  As  the  early  part  of  his 
correfpondence  is  of  a  general 
nature,  I  fubjoin  his  firft  letter, 
and  an  extract  from  the  fecond. 

To  Malcolm  Laingy  Efg, 

“  Sir, 

c(  I  ought  long  fince  to  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  receipt  of  your 
Hiftory  of  Scotland,  and  to  have 
returned  you  my  thanks  for  your 
early  communication  to  me  of  that 
excellent  work.  It  has  given  me 
the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  ;  and  there 
are  feveral  points  relating  to  Eng- 
lijb  hiftory  in  it,  which  you  appear 
to  me  to  have  cleared  up  much 
more  than  any  other  of  thofe  hif- 
torians  who  have  profeffedly  treat¬ 
ed  of  them. 

“  What  you  fay  in  anfwer  to 
Hume,  upon  the  fubjefl  of  Gla¬ 
morgan’s  powers,  is  quite  con- 
clufive  ;  but  I  rather  regret  that 
you  have  not  taken  notice  of  that 
part  of  his  argument  which  is 
built  upon  what  he  calls  Glamor¬ 
gan’s  defeazance,  and  which  is 
the  moft  plaufible  part  of  it, 

6‘:  In  Charles  the  Second’s  reign 


I  obferve,  that  you  do  not  men- 
tion  the  atrocious  cafe  of  Wier, 
which  Hume  details;  but  that 
which  you  fay  of  Laurie  of  Black¬ 
wood  is  very  like  what  he  relates 
of  Wier.  Would  it  be  too  much 
trouble  to  alk  of  you  to  let  me 
know  whether  Hume’s  ftatement 
of  Wier  is  a  correct  one  ? 

“  I  had  dete&ed  the  trick  of 
Hume’s  theatrical  and  falfe  re¬ 
presentation  of  Charles  the  Firft: 
hearing  the  noife  of  his  fcaffold, 
but  did  not  know  that  he  had  had 
Herbert’s  authentic  account  fo 
lately  under  his  eye.  In  general, 
I  think  you  treat  him  (Hume) 
too  tenderly.  He  was  an  excel** 
lent  man,  and  of  great  powers  of 
mind,  but  his  partiality  to  king# 
and  priwees  is  intolerable.  Nay, 
it  is,  in  my  opinion,  quite  ridicu¬ 
lous,  ar.d  is  more  like  the  foolifti 
admiration  which  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  fometimes  have  for  kings, 
than  the  opinion,  right  or  wrong, 
of  a  philofopher. 

€t  I  wanted  no  conviftion  on 
the  point  of  Offiap  ;  but  if  I  had, 
you  afforded  abundance. 

“  Whether  your  book,  coming 
out  at  a  period  when  the  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  it  appears  to  be 
written,  are  becoming  fo  unfsu 
fhionable,  will  be  a  popular  one 
or  not,  I  know  not ;  but  to  all 
who  wilh  to  have  a  true  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  hiftory  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  it  is  a  moft  valuable  acquifition, 
and  will  ferve  to  counteract  themif- 
chief  which  Hume,  Dalrymple, 
Macpherfon,  Somerville, and  others 
of  your  countrymen  have  done. 
You  will  eaf;ly  believe  that  I 
do  not  clals  Hume  with  the 
others,  except  as  to  the  bad  ten¬ 
dency  of  their  reprefentations. 

«  I 
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<s  1  (hall  defire  my  friend  Lord 
Lauderdale  to  tranfmit  this  to 
you. 

“  I  am  with  great  regard, 

“  Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 
St.  Anne's  Hilly  “  C.  J.  Fox.’1 
Sept.  24,  1800. 

ExiraS  of  a  fecond  Letter  to  Mr. 

Laing. 

tl  Many  thanks  to  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  for  yours  of  the  10th.  I 
have  found  the  place  in  Ralph, 
and  a  great  deal  more  important 
matter  relative  to  the  tranfadions 
of  thofe  times,  which  is  but  Hightly 
touched  by  other  hiilorians.  I 
am  every  day  more  and  more 
furprifed,  that  Ralph  Ihould  have 
had  fo  much  lefs  reputation  as 
an  hiftorian  than  he  feems  to  de- 
ferve. 

“  I  will  trouble  you  freely  when 
1  (hall  have  further  queftions  to 
alk  ;  but  I  (hould  take  it  very  ill 
if  you  were  fo  to  confine  your  an¬ 
swer  to  mere  matter  of  reference, 
as  not  to  give  me  your  opinion, 
when  you  form  any,  upon  the 
points  in  queftion.># 

(t  A  correfpondence  enfued,  from 
which  it  appears  that  he  took  inde¬ 
fatigable  pains  to  inveftigate  the 
authority  for  every  afiertion  in 
the  writers  he  confulted,  and  to 
correft  the  llighteft  variation  in 
their  accounts,  though  apparently 
of  little  importance.  Before  he 
drew  any  inference  whatever,  the 
weight  of  evidence  was  fo  care¬ 
fully  balanced  in  his  mind,  that 
the  authority  for  each  particular 
circumftance  was  feparately  ex- 
mincd,  and  diftindly  afcertained. 
Indeed,  the  nece.ffity  and  even  ufe 
of  fuch  extreme  circumfpedion, 


fuch  fcrupulous  lifting  of  his  moft 
minute  materials,  might  at  frft 
fight  appear  queftionable.  But 
many  parts  of  the  work  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  that  fuch  labours 
were  far  from  being  fruitlefs.  An 
inftance  is  eafily  felefted.  His  en¬ 
quiries  concerning  the  feizure  and 
execution  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle, 
are  contained  in  the  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Laing,  a«d  they  are  of 
the  nature  1  have  defcribed  ;  but 
on  reading  his  narrative  of  thofe 
events,  the  advantages  he  derived 
from  the  circumftantial  minutenefs 
of  his  materials,  will  not  be  found 
lefs  llriking,  than  his  diligence  in 
procuring  and  analyzing  them. 

(t  One  of  the  earlieft  and  great- 
ell  difficulties  that  he  encountered 
in  the  courfe  of  his  labours,  arofe 
from  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Macpherfon  and  Sir  J.  Dalrympl© 
had  explained  and  Conducted  their 
refpeftive  publications,  and  which 
he  always  confidered  as  unfatisfac- 
tory.  His  complairts  of  both  thefe 
authors  were  frequent  ;  and  the 
more  he  examined  and  ftudied  their 
books,  the  more  he  perceived  the 
neceffity  of  making  fome  further 
refearches.  He  was  anxious,  if 
poffible,  to  confult  the  original  do¬ 
cuments  from  which  their  extracts 
were  made ;  and  he  was  at  firft 
apprehenfive,  that  nothing  (hort  of 
an  examination  of  all  the  manu- 
fcripts  of  the  Scotch  college  at 
Paris,  could  enable  him  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  degree  of  credit  due  to 
the  extracts  of  Macpherfon.  But 
he  muft  very  foon  have  defpaired 
of  obtaining  that  fatisfa&ion,  for 
he  had  ftrong  reafons  to  fufpeft, 
even  before  his  journey  to  Paris 
in  1802,  that  the  molt  valuable 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  them, 
had  been  deftroyed.  Three  im¬ 
portant 
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portant  points,  however,  might 
yet  he  afcertained  : —  ift,  Of  what 
the  manufcripts,  fo  long  preferved 
in  the  Scotch  College  of  Paris,  ac¬ 
tuary  confifted  ; — zndly,  To  what 
part  of  them  either  Carte  or  Mac- 
pherfon  had  accefs ;  jdly,  Whether 
any  portion,  copies  or  fragments,  of 
the  papers  were  ftiii  in  exigence. 
The  refult  of  his  enquiries  will  be 
bell  given  in  his  own  words,  though 
upon  the  fi rib  point  he  had  afcer¬ 
tained  *  fomething  more  than  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  following  extrad 
of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Laing. 

ff  c  With  refped  to  Carte’s  ex- 
trad,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  is 
faithfully  copied  ;  but  on  this  ex- 
trad;  if  is  neceffary  to  make  an 
obfervation,  which  applies  to  all 
the  red,  both  of  Carte’s  and  Mac- 
pherfon’s,  and  which  leads  to  the 
rietedion  of  an  impofture  of  the 
latter,  as  impudent  as  Oftian  itfelf. 
The  extrads  are  evidently  made, 
not  from  a  journal,  but  from  a  nar¬ 
rative  and  1  have  now  afcertained 
hey  and  all  doubt ,  that  there  were  in 
the  Scotch  College  two  d fin  hi 
manufcripts,  one  in  James’s  own 
band,  confiding  of  papers  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fizes  bound  up  together,  and 
the  other  a  fort  of  hiftorical  nar¬ 
rative,  compiled  from  the  former. 
The  narrative  was  J. 'aid  to  have 
been  revifed  and  correded,  as  to 


flyle,  by  Drydenft  the  poet  (mean¬ 
ing  probably  Charles  Dryden,  the' 
great  poet’s  ion),  and  it  was  not 
known  in  the  college  whether  it 
was  drawn  up  in  James’s  life,  or 
by  the  diredion  of  his  fon,  the 
Pretender.  I  doubt  whether  Carte 
ever  faw  the  original  journal ;  but 
I  learn,  from  undoubted  authority, 
that  Macpherfon  never  did  ;  and 
yet  to  read  his  Preface,  page  6  and 
7  (which  pray  advert  to),  one 
would  have  fuppofed,  net  only  that 
he  had  infpeded  it  accurately,  but 
that  all  his  extrads  at  lead,  if  not 
Carte’s  alfo  were  taken  from  it* 
Macpherfon’s  impudence  in  at¬ 
tempting  fuch  an  impoiition  at  a 
time  when  almoil  any  man  could 
have  deteded  him,  would  have 
been  in  another  man  incredible,  if 
the  internal  evidence  of  the  extrads 
themfelves  againft  him  were  not 

corroborated  by  the  teftimonv  of 

/  t  * 

the  principal  perfons  of  the  college. 
And  this  leads  me  to  a  point  of 
more  importance  to  me.  Principal 
Gordon  thought,  when  I  faw  him 
at  Paris,  in  Odober,  1802,  that  all 
the  papers  were  loft.  I  now  hear 
from  a  well-informed  perfon,  that 
the  mod  material,  viz.  thofe  writ¬ 
ten  in  Jamesfs  own  hand- writing, 
were  indeed  loft,  and  in  the  way 
mentioned  by  Gordon,  but  that 
the  narrative,  from  which  only 
Macpherfon  made  his  extrads,  is 


*  “  Among  Mr.  Fox's  papers  was  found  a  lift  of  “  the  works  which  were  placed  in 
the  Scotch  college  at  Paris,  l'ooti  after  » lie  death  of  James  the  Second,  and  were  there 
at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution.”  It  is  as  follows  : 

“  Four  volumes  folio,  fix  volumes  quarto— [Memoirs  in  James  the  Second’s  own 
hand-writing,  beginning  from  the  time  that  he  was  fixteen  years  of  age.] 

“  Two  thin  quarto  volumes* —  [Containing  letters  from  Charles  the  Second’s  mini  li¬ 
ters  to  James  the  Second  (then  Duke  of  York),  when  he  was  at  Bruflels  and  in  Scot¬ 
land,  MS.].  ’  ,  , 

“Two  thin  quarto  volumes —[Containing  letters  from  Charles  the  Second  to  his 
brother,  James  Duke  of  York,  MS  ] 

t  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  prefent  poiTeffor  of  the  narrative,  that  it  was  compiled 
from  the  original  documents  by  Thomas  limes,  one  of  the  fuperiors  of  the  College,  and 
author  of  a  work  entitled,  A  Critical  EJfay  on  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Scotland, 
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ft  ill  exifHng,  and  that  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Cameron,  Blackfriars  Wynd, 
Edinburgh,  either  has  it  himfelf, 
or  knows  where  it  is  to  be  found/  ” 

t{  The  above  information  was 
correft.  There  is  ftrong  prefumptive 
evidence,  that  the  manufcripts  of 
King  James  the  Second  were  de- 
ftroyed,  but  the  narrative  as  de- 
fcribed,  was  then,  and  is  now,  in 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Roman 
Catholic  bifhop  in  Edinburgh.  It 
could  not  be  in  poffefiion  of  a  per- 
fon  who  is  better  qualified  to  judge 
of  its  merits,  and  on  whofe  fidelity, 
fhould  he  be  induced  to  print  it, 
the  public  might  more  implicitly 
rely.  I  am  indebted  to  his  accuracy 
and  friendfhip,  for  fome  additional 
information  refpe&ing  the  manner 
in  which  the  manufcripts  of  the 
Scotch  college  were  loft.  As  the 
fa&s  are  in  themfelves  curious,  I 
lay  before  the  reader  his  fuccindt 
arid  interefting  relation  of  them, 
contained  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated 
Edinburgh,  March  2,  1808. 

S(  e  Before  Lord  Gower,  the 
jBritifh  ambaffador  left  Paris,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  French  revolution, 
he  wrote  to  Principal  Gordon,  and 
offered  to  take  charge  of  thofe  va¬ 
luable  papers  (King  James’s  manu¬ 
fcripts,  Sec.),  and  depofit  them  in 
fome  place  of  fafety  in  Britain.  I 
know  not  w.hatanfwerwas  returned, 
but  nothing  was  done.  Not  long 
thereafter,  the  Principal  came  to 
England,  and  the  care  of  every 
thing  in  the  college  devolved  on 
Mr.  Alexander  Innes,  the  only 
JBritifh  fubjedf  who  remained  in  it. 
About  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Staple- 
ton,  then  Preftdent  of  the  Englifh 
College  of  St.  Omer,  afterwards 
Bifhop  in  England,  went  to  Paris, 
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previoufty  to  his  retiring  from 
France,  and  Mr.  Innes,  who  had 
refolved  not  to  abandon  his  poft, 
confu  1  red  with  him  about  the  means 
of  preferving  the  manufcripts.  Mr. 
Stapleton  thought,  if  he  had  them 
at  St,  Omer,  he  could,  with  fmall 
rifk,  convey  them  to  England.  It 
was  therefore  refolved,  that  they 
fhould  be  carefully  packed  up,  ad- 
drefled  to  a  Frenchman,  a  confi¬ 
dential  friend  of  Mr.  Stapleton, 
and  remitted  by  fome  public  car¬ 
riage.  Some  other  things  were 
put  up  with  the  manufcripts.  The 
whole  arrived  without  any  acci¬ 
dent,  and  was  laid  in  a  cellar.  But 
the  patriotifm  of  the  Frenchman 
becoming  fufpicious,  perhaps  upon 
account  of  his  connexion  with  the 
Englifti  College,  he  was  put  in 
prifon  ;  and  his  wife,  apprehenfive 
of  the  confequences  of  being  found 
to  have  Englifh  manufcripts,  richly" 
bound,  and  ornamented  with  royal 
arms,  in  her  houfe,  cut  off  the 
boards  and  deftroyed  them.  The 
manufcripts  thus  disfigured,  and 
more  eafily  huddled  up  in  any  fort 
of  bundle,  were  fecretly  carried, 
with  papers  belonging  to  the 
Frenchman  himfelf,  to  his  country-, 
houfe  ;  and  buried  in  the  garden. 
They  were  not,  however,  permitted 
to  remain  long  there  ;  the  lady’* 
fears  increafed,  and  the  manufcripts 
were  taken  up  and  reduced  to  afhes. 

((  i  This  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
account  given  to  Mr.  Innes,  and 
reported  by  him  to  me  in  June, 
1802,  in  Paris.  I  de fired  it  might 
be  authenticated  by  a proces  verbals * 
A  letter  was  therefore  written  to  St. 
Omer,  either  by  Mr.  Innes,  or  by 
Mr.Cleghorn,  a  lay  gentleman, who 
had  refided  in  the  Englifti  college  of 
St.  Omer,  and  was  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Frenchman,  and 

happened 
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happened  to  be  at  Paris  at  this 
time.  The  anfwer  given  to  this 
letter  was,  that  the  good  man, 
under  the  preflure  of  old  age  and 
other  infirmities,  was  alarmed  by 
the  propofal  of  a  difeufiion  and  in- 
veftigation,  which  revived  in  his 
memory  pail  fuflferings,  and  might, 
perhaps,  lead  to  a  renewal  of  them. 
Any  further  correfpondence  upon 
the  fubjed  feemed  ufelefs,efpecially 
as  I  intruded  Mr.  Innes  to  go  to 
St.  Omer,  and  clear  up  every  doubt, 
in  a  formal  and  legal  manner,  that 
fome  authentic  document  might  be 
handed  down  to  pofierity  concerning 
thofe  valuable  manuferipts.  I  did 
not  forefee  that  war  was  to  be 
kindled  up  anew,  or  my  friend  Mr. 
Innes  was  to  die  fo  foon. 

“  1  Mr.  Cleghorn,  whom  I  men¬ 
tioned  above,  is  at  prefent  in  the 
Catholic  feminary  of  Old  Hall 
Green,  Puckeridge,  Hertfordlhire. 
He  can  probably  name  another 
gentleman  whofaw  the  manuferipts 
at  St.  Omer,  and  faved  fome  fmall 
things  (but  unconneded  with  the 
manuferipts),  which  he  carried 
away  in  his  pocket,  and  has  ftill 
in  his  pofleffion. 

t(  *  I  need  not  trouble  your 
Lordfhip  with  my  reflections  upon 
this  relation ;  but  I  ought  not  to 
omit  that  I  was  told,  fometimes, 
that  all  the  manuferipts,  as  well  as 
their  boards,  were  confumed  by 
fire  in  the  cellar  in  which  they  had 
been  depofited  upon  their  arrival 
at  St.  Omer/'  * 

S(  The  gentleman  alluded  to  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  above  letter,  is 
Mr.  Moftyn,  from  whom  Mr.  But¬ 


ler  of  Lincoln’s  Inn  very  kindly 
procured  a  ftatement  of  the  parti¬ 
culars  relating  to  this  fubjed,  in 
the  year  1804,  anc^  tranfmitted  it 
to  Mr.  Fox.  It  contains  in  fub- 
ftance,  though  with  fome  additional 
circumftances  and  flight  variations, 
the  fame  account  as  Mr.  Cameron’s, 
up  to  the  period  of  the  writer’s 
leaving  St.  Omer,  which  was  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  imprifbnment  of  the 
Frenchman*. 

ic  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Laing,  remarks,  that,  “  ‘  to  know 
that  a  paper  is  loft,  is  next  beft  to 
getting  a  fight  of  it,  and  in  fome 
inftances  nearly  as  good.’  ”  So 
many  rumours  have  been  circulated 
and  fo  many  mifapprehenfions  pre¬ 
vailed,  refpeding  the  contents  and 
the  fate  of  the  manuferipts  formerly 
depofited  in  the  Scotch  College  at 
Paris,  that  it  is  hoped  the  above 
account,  therefult  of  the  Hiftorian’s 
refearches,  will  not  be  deemed  out 
of  its  place  in  a  preface  to  the 
hiftory  of  the  times  to  which  thofe 
manuferipts  related. 

u  The  Scotch  College  papers 
were  not,  however,  the  only,  nor 
even  the  chief  object  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
hiftorical  enquiries  at  Paris.  He  had 
remarked,  that  Sir  John  Dalrymple 
frequently  (  quotes,  or  rather  re¬ 
fers  to,’  +  documents  in  the  Depot 
des  Affaires  Etrangeres ,  without 
printing  the  letter,  or  extrading 
the  paflfage  from  which  his  flate- 
ments  are  taken,  and  his  inferences 
drawn.  This  made  him  particularly 
defirous  of  examining  the  Original 
Letters  of  Barillon ;  and  he  was 
not  without  hopes  that  many  other 
papers  in  the  Depot  des  Affaires 


*  Mr.  Moftyn’s  letter  to  Mr.  Butler,  was  pnblilhed  in  one  of  the  magazines,  it  would 
therefore  be  fupertiuous  to  reprint  it.  The  name  of  the  Frenchman  was  M.  Charpentier, 
and  his  country-houfe  was  at  St.  Momelin,  near  St.  Omer. 
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Etrangeres ,  might  prove  equally 
interesting  and  important.  It  was 
obvious,  however,  that  during  war, 
he  could  not  have  perfonal  accefs 
to  fuch  documents.  He  was  therefore 
on  the  point  of  applying,  through 
fome  private  friends  at  Paris,  for 
a  copy  of  fuch  letters  as  he  could 
diftin&ly  defcribe  to  his  cor- 
refpondent,  when  the  reit oration 
of  peace  enabled  him  to  repair 
thither;  and  the  liberality  of  the 
French  government  opened  to  him 
the  archives  of  the  Foreign  Affairs 
without  referve,  and  afforded  him 
every  facility  and  convenience 
for  confulting  and  copying  fuch 
papers  as  appeared  to  him  to  be 
material.  He  loft  no  time  inavailing 
himfelf  of  this  permiffion,  andwhile 
Jie  remained  at  Paris,  he  paffed  a 
great  part  of  every  morning  at  the 
Depot  des  Affaires  Etrangeres ,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  friends  Lord 
St.  John,  Mr.  Adair,  and  Mr. 
Trotter,  who  alfifted  him  in  ex¬ 
amining  and  transcribing  the  ori¬ 
ginal  papers. 

“  1  hecorrefpondenceof  Barillon 
did  nor  difappoint  his  expectations. 
He  thought  the  additional  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  thofe  parrs  of  it, 
which  Sir  John  Dalrymple  had 
omitted  to  extraft  or  to  publifh, 
fo  important  that  he  procured 
copies  of  them  all ;  he  obferved  to 
one  of  his  correfpondents,  i  my 
ftudies  at  Paris  have  been  ufeful 
beyond  what  I  can  defcribep  and 
bis  expreffion  to  me  was,  that  i  Ba~ 
rillon’s  letters  were  worth  their 
yveight  in  gold*.*  It  Ihould  feem 
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that  he  difcovered  fome  curious 
circumftances  from  the  correfpond- 
ence  of  D’Avaux,  for  he  copied 
out  thofe  letters  alfo  at  length, 
though  a  large  colleCIion  orabftraCl 
of  them  had  been  formerly  pub- 
lifhed. 

“  The  correfpondence  of  the 
above-mentioned  French  minifters 
with  their  Court,  formed  the  chief 
materials  which  he  brought  over 
with  him  from  France.  He  was 
difappointed  at  my  failing  to  pro¬ 
cure  him  that  of  the  Spanifh  am. 
baffadorr,  refident  in  London 
during  the  fame  period,  *  which/ 
he  faid  (  would  have  given  him 
advantages  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence  over  all  other  hiftorians.® 
The  papers,  however,  of  which  he 
was  already  in  poffefiion,  were,  in 
his  judgment,  fufftcient  to  throw 
new  light  upon  many  tranfaCtions 
of  the  reign  of  king  James  the 
Second.  If,  therefore,  unforefeen 
circumftances  had  not  occurred, 
foon  after  his  return,  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  his  work,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  but  he  would  have 
compofed  more  during  that  year, 
than  he  had  been  able  to  complete 
ft  nee  the  commencement  of  the 
undertaking.  He  was  at  firft  oc¬ 
cupied  in  inferting  into  the  parts 
he  had  finifhed,  fuch  additional 
information  as  he  had  drawn  from 
the  fources  opened  to  him  by  his 
refearches  at  Paris.  This  was  to 
him  a  talk  of  greater  labour  than 
at  firft  fight  might  be  expefted. 
‘  I  find/  he  fays,  (  piecing  in  the 
bits  which  I  have  written*  from 


♦  MS.  Correfpondence. 

t  Don  Pedro  Koi  quillo.  Mr.  Fox  commilTioned  roe  to  obtain  for  him,  copies  of 
bis  Letters  from  1685  to  1683  inclufive.  by  a  perverfe  piece  of  luck,  I  fell  in  with 
and  purchased  his  original  Letters  from  1689  to  1691;  but  never  could  find  any 
fraces  whatever  of  his  previous  correfpoudence. 
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my  Parifian  materials,  a  trouble- 
fome  job*/  It  is  indeed  pro¬ 
bable,  that  his  difficulties  upon 
this  occaiion,  were  greater  than 
any  modern  hillorian  would  have 
had  to  encounter.  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  them  more  particularly, 
becaufe  they  in  forne  meafure  arofe 
from  his  fcrupulous  attention  to 
certain  notions  he  entertained  on 
the  nature  of  an  hiftorical  compo- 
fition.  If,  indeed,  the  work  were 
ft  milled,  the  nature  of  his  defign 
would  be  heft  collesfled  from  his 
execution  of  it;  but  as  it  is  un¬ 
fortunately  in  an  incomplete  and 
unfinished  irate,  his  conception  of 
the  duties  of  an  hillorian  may  very 
poffibly  be  mifunderilood.  The 
confequence  would  be,  that  fome 
paffages,  which,  according  to  mo¬ 
dern  tafte,  mult  be  called  pecu¬ 
liarities,  might,  with  fuperficial 
critics,  pafs  for  defeats  which  he 
had  overlooked,  or  imperfections 
which  he  intended  to  correCt,  It 
is  therefore  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  he  had  formed  his  plan  fo  ex- 
clufively  on  the  model  of  ancient 
writers,  that  he  not  only  felt  fome 
repugnance  to  the  modern  practice 
of  notes,  but  he  thought  that  all 
which  an  hillorian  wifhed  to  fay, 
Ihould  be  introduced  as  part  of  a 
continued  narration,  and  never  af- 
fume  the  appearance  of  a  digreffion, 
much  lefs  of  a  differtation  annexed 
to  it.  From  the  period  therefore 
that  he  clofed  his  introductory 
chapter,  he  defined  his  duty  as  an 
author,  to  confift  in  recounting  the 
faCts"as  they  arofe,  or  in  his  fimple 
and  forcible  language,  in  telling  the 
jlory  of  thofe  times.  A  conversation 
which  palled  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
literature  of  the  age  of  James  the 


Second,  proves  his  rigid  adherence 
to  thefe  ideas,  and  perhaps  the  fub- 
Itance  of  it  may  ferve  to  illultrate 
and  explain  them.  Iri  fpeaking  of 
the  writers  of  that  period,  he  la¬ 
mented  that  he  had  not  devifed  a 
method  ofinterweaving  any  account 
of  them  or  their  works,  much  lefs 
any  criticifm  on  their  llyle,  into 
his  hiftory.  On  my  fuggefting  the 
example  of  Hume  and  Voltaire, 
who  had  difculTed  fuch  topics  at 
fome  length,  either  at  the  end  of 
each  reign,  or  in  a  feparate  chapter, 
he  obferved,  with  much  commen¬ 
dation  of  their  execution  of  it,  that 
fuch  a  contrivance  might  be  a  good 
mode  of  writing  critical  elfays, 
but  that  it  was  in  his  opinion,  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  nature  of  his 
undertaking,  which,  if  it  ceafed 
to  be  a  narrative,  ceafed  to  be  a 
hiftory. 

ii  Such  reftraints  undoubtedly- 
operated  as  taxes  upon  his  inge¬ 
nuity,  and  added  to  that  labour 
which  the  obfervance  of  his  general 
laws  of  compofition  rendered  fuf- 
ficiently  great.  On  the  rules  of 
writing  he  had  reflected  much,  and 
deeply.  His  own  habits  naturally 
led  him  to  compare  them  with 
thofe  of  public  fpeaking,  and  the 
different,  and  even  oppofite  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  excellence  is  to 
be  attained  in  thefe  two  great  arts, 
were  no  unufual  topics  of  his  con- 
verfation.  The  difference  did  not, 
in  his  judgment,  confift  fo  much  jn 
language  or  didtion,  as  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  thoughts,  the  length 
and  conftru&ion  of  fentences,  and 
if  I  may  borrow  a  phrafe  familiar 
to  public  fpeakers,  in  the  mode  of 
putting  an  argument.  A  writer, 
to  prefer ve  his  perfpicui ty,  muft 
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keep  didinft  and  feparate  thofe 
parts  of  a  difcourfe,  which  the 
orator  is  enabled  by  modulation  of 
voice,  and  with  the  aid  of  action, 
to  bring  at  once  into  view,  with¬ 
out  confounding  or  perplexing  his 
audience.  Frequency  of  alludon, 
which  in  fpeaking  produces  the 
happieft  effeft,  in  writing  renders 
the  fenfe  obfcure,  and  interrupts 
the  fimplicity  of  the  difcourfe. 
Even  thofe  fudden  turns,  thofe  un- 
forefeen  fialhes  of  wit  which,  (truck 
out  at  the  moment,  dazzle  and  de¬ 
light  a  public  affembly,  appear  cold 
and  inanimate,  when  deliberately 
introduced  into  a  written  compofi- 
tion. 

u  A  perufal  of  the  Letter  to  the 
Electors  of  Weftrainder,  will  fhow 
how  fcrupuloufly  Mr.  Fox  attended 
to  thefe  diftinftions.  That  work 
was  written  in  the  heat  of  a  fef- 
fion  of  parliament.  It  treated  pro- 
feffedly  of  fubjefts  upon  which  the 
writer  was  daily  in  the  habit  of 
fpeaking,  with  his  ufual  force  of 
argument  and  variety  of  illuftra- 
tion.  Notwithftanding  thefe  cir- 
cuindances,  no  political  tradl  of 
any  note  in  our  language,  is  in 
form  or  dyle  lei's  oratorical,  or, 
with  the  exception  of  one  pafiage, 
more  free  from  thofe  peculiarities, 
which  the  pra<5Hce  of  public  fpeak¬ 
ing  feems  calculated  to  produce. 
Such  a  drift  obfervance  of  thefe 
principles  mud  have  cod  him  great 
trouble  and  attention.  He  was 
fo  apprehendve  that  his  writings 
might  retain  fonae  traces  of  that 
art,  in  the  exercife  of  which  he 
had  employed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  that  he  frequently  r.eje&ed. 
“•palffiges,  which  in  any  other  au¬ 
thor  would  not  have  appeared 
liable  to  fuch  an  objection.  He 
feems  even  to  have  didruftcd  his 


own  judgment  upon  this  fubjetd  ; 
and  after  having  taken  the  greateft 

O  O 

pains,  he  was  never  fufficiently  fa- 
tisfied  of  his  own  fuccefs.  If  vve 
except  the  account  of  the  Earl  of 
Argyle,  the  Introductory  Chapter 
is  unquedionably  the  mod  correct 
and  finifhed  part  of  the  prefent 
publication.  He  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  conceive  it  to  be  entirely 
exempt  from  a  defeft  to  which  he 
apprehended  that  his  works  mud 
be  peculiarly  expofed.  Fie  lays  to 
his  correfpondent,  (<  I  have  at  lad 
“  finifhed  my  Introduction,  which 
“  after  all  is  more  like  a  fpeech 
tf  than  it  fhould  be.” 

Simplicity,  both  in  expreffion 
and  condruftion,  was  the  quality 
in  dyle  which  he  mod  admired, 
and  the  beauty  he  chiefly  endea¬ 
voured  to  attain.  He  was  the 
mod  fcrupuloudy  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  this  character  in  his  writings, 
becaufe  he  thought  that  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  fome  great  writers  had, 
in  his  own  time,  perverted  the 
tade  of  the  public,  and  that  their 
imitators  had  corrupted  the  purity 
of  the  Englifh  language.  Though 
he  frequently  commended  both 
Hume’s  and  Blackdone’s  dyle,  and 
always  fpoke  of  Middleton’s  with 
admiration,  he  once  alTured  me, 
that  he  would  admit  no  ward  into 
his  book,  for  which  Te  had  not 
the  authority  of  Dryden. 

((  He  was  fearcely  lefs  nice 
about  phrafes  and  expreffions.  It 
is  indeed  polfible,  that  thofe  of  his 
readers  who  have  formed  their  tade 
upon  Johnfon  or  Gibbon,  or  taken 
their  notions  of  dyle  from  the  cri- 
ticifms  of  late  years,  may  difcover, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  fome 
idioms  which  are  now  feldom  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  higher  clafles  of 
compofiticm,  To  fpeak  without  re¬ 
fer  ve 
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ferve  upon  a  fubjeCt  in  which  his 
judgment,  as  an  author,  may  be 
called  in  queftion,  it  appears  to  me 
more  likely,  that  fiich  phrafes 
fhould  have  been  introduced  upon 
fyftem,  than  that  they  (hould  have 
efcaped  his  obfervation,  and  crept 
in  through  inadvertence.  The 
work  is  indeed,  iC  incomplete  and 
unfit* ijbed but  it  is  not  with  re¬ 
ference  to  any  phrafes,  which  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  too  familiar,  or 
colloquial,  that  fuch  a  defcription 
has  been  given  of  it.  Such  was 
the  author’3  abhorrence  of  any 
thing  that  favoured  of  pedantry  or 
affectation,  that  if  he  was  ever  re¬ 
duced  to  the  alternative  of  an  in¬ 
flated  or  homely  expreflion,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  he  preferred  the  lat¬ 
ter.  This  perfuafion,  in  addition 
to  many  other  confiderations,  has 
induced  me  religioufly  to  preferve, 
in  the  publication  of  this  work, 
every  phrafe  and  word  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  manufeript.  Thofe  who  are 
difpofed  to  refpeCt  his  authority, 
may  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  know¬ 
ing,  that  there  is  not  one  fyllable 
in  the  following  chapters,  which 
is  not  the  genuine  production  of 
Mr.  Fox.  That  there  are  feve- 
ral  paffages,  (efpecially  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  text)  which  he 
might,  that  there  are  fome  which 
he  obvioufly  would,  have  corrected, 
is  unqueftionable  ;  but,  with  the 
knowledge  of  fuch  fcrupulous  at¬ 
tention  to  language  in  an  author, 
to  have  fubflituted  any  wofd  or 
exprefiion,  for  that  which  he  had 
written,  would  not  have  been  pre- 
fumption  only  but  injuftice. 

“  The  manufeript  book  from 
which  this  work  has  been  printed 
is,  for  the  molt  part,  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  Mrs.  Fox.  It  was  writ¬ 
ten  out  under  the  infpeClion  of  Mr. 


Fox,  and  is  occafionally  corre&ed 
by  him.  His  habit  was  feldom  or 
ever  to  be  alone,  when  employed 
in  compofition.  He  was  accuf. 
tomed  to  write  on  covers  of  letters 
or  feraps  of  paper,  fentences  which 
he,  in  all  probability,  had  turned 
in  his  mind,  and  in  fome  degree 
formed  in  the  courfe  of  his  walks, 
or  during  his  hours  of  leifure. 
Thefe  he  read  over  to  Mrs.  Fox  ; 
fhe  wrote  them  out  in  a  fair  hand 
in  the  book  ;  and  before  he  de- 
ftroyed  the  original  paper  he  ex¬ 
amined  and  approved  of  the  copy. 
In  the  courfe  of  thus  dictating  from 
his  own  writing,  he  often  altered 
the  language,  and  even  the  con- 
ftruCiion  of  the  fentence.  Though 
he  generally  tore  the  feraps  of 
paper  as  fnon  as  the  paffages  were 
entered  in  the  book,  feveral  have 
been  preferved  ;  and  it  is  plain, 
from  the  erafures  and  alterations 
in  them,  that  they  had  undergone 
much  revifion  and  correClion  be¬ 
fore  they  were  read  to  his  Ama- 
nuenfis.,JI 


Character  of  the  FroteCiorfijip  and  of 
the  Rfioration . 

( Front  the  Introductory  Chapter  to 
Mr,  Fox's  Hifitry.) 

S(  With  the  life  of  the  Protector 
aimoft  immediately  ended  the  go¬ 
vernment  which  he  had  eftablifhed. 
The  great  talents  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  perfon  had  fupported,  dur¬ 
ing  his  life,  a  fyftem  condemned 
equally  by  reafon  and  by  preju¬ 
dice  ;  by  reafon,  ac  wanting  free¬ 
dom  ;  by  prejudice,  as  an  ufurpa- 
tion  ;  and  it  muft  be  confelfed  to  be 
no  mean  teftimony  to  his  genius, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  radical 
defe&s  of  fuch  a  fyftem,  the  fplen- 
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dor  of  his  chara&er  and  exploits 
render  the  a?ra  of  the  Proteftor- 
fhip  one  of  the  moil  brilliant  in 
Englifti  hiftory.  It  is  true  his 
conduct  in  foreign  concerns  is  fet 
off  to  advantage,  by  a  comparifon 
of  it  with  that  of  thofe  who  pre¬ 
ceded,  and  who  followed  him. 
If  he  made  a  miftake  in  efpoufing 
the  French  intereft  inftead  of  the 
Spanifh,  we  fhould  recollect,  that 
in  examining  this  queftion  we  muft 
diveft  our  minds  entirely  of  all  the 
confiderations  which  the  fubfequent 
relative  hate  of  thofe  two  empires 
fuggeft  to  us,  before  we  can  be¬ 
come  impartial  judges  in  it;  and 
at  any  rate,  we  mull  allow  his 
reign,  in  regard  to  European  con¬ 
cerns,  to  have  been  moft  glo¬ 
rious  when  contrafted  with  the 
pufillanimity  of  James  the  Firft, 
with  the  levity  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  and  the  mercenary  meannefs 
of  the  two  iaft  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  Upon  the  whole 
the  chara&er  of  Cromwell  muft 
ever  ftand  high  in  the  lift  of  thofe 
who  raifed  themfelves  to  fupreme 
power  by  the  force  of  their  genius ; 
and  among  fuch,  even  in  refpeft  of 
moral  virtue,  it  would  be  found 
to  be  one  of  the  leaft  exception¬ 
able,  if  it  had  not  been  tainted 
with  that  moft  odious  and  degrad¬ 
ing  of  all  human  vices,  hypocrify. 

i(  The  ftiort  interval  between 
Cromwell’s  death  and  the  Reftora- 
tion,  exhibits  the  pifture  of  a  na¬ 
tion  either  fo  wearied  with  changes 
as  not  to  feel,  or  fo  fubdued  by 
military  power  as  not  to  dare  to 
fhow,  any  care  or  even  preference 
with  regard  to  the  form  of  their 
government.  All  was  in  the 
army  ;  and  that  army,  by  fuch  a 
concurrence  of  fortuitous  circum- 
ftances  as  hiftory  teaches  us  not  to 


be  furprifed  at,  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  one,  than  whom  a  bafer 
could  not  be  found  in  its  loweft 
ranks.  Perfonal  courage  appears 
to  have  been  Monk’s  only  virtue; 
referve  and  diftimolation  made  up 
the  whole  ftock  of  his  wifdom. 
But  to  this  man  did  the  nation 
look  up,  ready  to  receive  from  his 
orders  the  form  of  government  he 
fhould  choofe  to  prefcribe.  There 
is  reafon  to  believe,  that,  from  the 
general  bias  of  the  Prelbyterians, 
as  well  as  of  the  Cavaliers,  mo¬ 
narchy  was  the  prevalent  wifh  ; 
but  it  is  obfervable,  that  although 
the  Parliament  was,  contrary  to 
the  principle  upon  which  it  was 
pretended  to  be  called,  compofed 
of  many  avowed  royalifts,  yet  none 
dared  to  hint  at  the  reftoration  of 
the  King,  till  they  had  Monk’s 
permifiion,  or  rather  command,  to 
receive  and  confider  his  letters.  It 
is  impoflible,  in  reviewing  the 
whole  of  this  tranfa&ion,  not  to 
remark  that  a  general  who  had 
gained  his  rank,  reputation,  and 
llation  in  the  fervice  of  a  republic, 
and  of  what  he,  as  well  as  others, 
called,  however  falfely,  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  made  no  fcruple  to  lay 
the  nation  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
a  monarch,  without  a  ftngle  pro 
vifion  in  favour  of  that  caufe  ; 
and  if  the  promife  of  indemnity 
may  ieem  to  argue  that  there  was 
fome  attention,  at  leaft,  paid  to 
the  fafety  of  his  aftbciates  in 
arms,  his  fubfequent  conduT  gives 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  even  this 
provilion  was  owing  to  any  other 
caufe,  rather  than  to  any  generous 
feeling  of  his  breaft.  For  he  af¬ 
terwards  not  only  acquiefced  in  the 
inful ts  fo  meanly  put  upon  the  il- 
luftrious  corpfe  of  Blake,  under 
whofe  aufpices  and  command  he 

had 
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had  performed  the  moil  creditable 
fervices  of  his  life,  but  in  the  trial 
of  Argyle,  produced  letters  ol 
fi iendfh ip  and  confidence,  to  take 
away  the  life  of  a  nobleman'*',  the 
zeal  and  cordiality  of  whofe  co¬ 
operation  with  him,  proved  by 
fuch  documents,  was  the  chief 
ground  of  his  execution  ;  thus  gra- 
tuitoufly  furpaffing  in  infamy  thofe 
miferahle  wretches  who,  to  fave 
their  own  lives,  are  fometimes 
perfuaded  to  impeach,  and  fwear 
away  the  lives  of  their  accom¬ 
plices. 

(C  The  reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond  forms  one  of  the  mod  lingu¬ 
lar,  as  well  as  of  the  mo  ft  import¬ 
ant  periods  of  hiftory.  It  is  the 
aera  of  good  laws  and  bad  govern¬ 
ment.  The  abolition  of  the  Court 
of  Wards,  the  repeal  of  the  Writ 
de  Heretico  Comburendo,  the 
Triennial  Parliament  Bill,  the 
eftablilhment  of  the  rights  of  the 
Koufe  of  Commons  in  regard  to 
impeachment,  the  expiration  of 
the  Licenfe  Ad,  and,  above  all, 
the  glorious  ftatute  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  have  therefore  induced  a 
modern  writer  of  great  eminence 
to  fix  the  year  1679  as  the  period 
at  which  our  conftitution  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  its  greateft  theoretical 
perfedion  ;  but  he  owns,  in  a  Ihort 
note  upon  the  pafifage  alluded  to, 
that  the  times  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  were  times  of  great  pradical 
opprefiion.  What  a  field  for  medi¬ 
tation  does  this  Ihort  obfervation, 
from  fuch  a  man,  furnilh  !  What 
refiedion  does  it  not  fuggeft  to  a 
thinking  mind,  upon  the.  inefficacy 
of  human  laws,  and  the  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  human  conftitutions  ?  We 
are  called  from  the  contemplation 


of  the  progrefs  of  our  conftitutiof?, 
and  our  attention  fixed  with  the 
moft  minute  accuracy  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  point,  when  it  is  faid  to  have 
arifen  to  its  urmoft  perfedion. 
Here  we  are  then  at  the  beft  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  beft  conftitution  that 
ever  human  wifdom  framed.  What 
follows  ?  A  time  of  opprefiion  and 
rnifery,  not  arifing  from  external 
or  accidental  caufes,  fuch  as  war, 
peitilence,  or  famine,  nor  even 
from  any  fuch  alteration  of  the 
laws  as  might  be  fuppofed  to  im¬ 
pair  this  boafted  perfedion,  but 
from  a  corrupt  and  wicked  admi*» 
niftration,  which  all  the  fo  much 
admired  checks  of  the  conftitution 
were  not  able  to  prevent.  How 
vain  then,  how  idle,  how  prefump- 
tuous,  is  the  opinion,  that  laws  can 
do  every  thing  ?  and  how  weak 
and  pernicious  the  maxim  founded 
upon  it,  that  meafures,  not  men, 
are  to  be  attended  to  ?*' 


Charafter  of  Charles  the  Second \ 

{ From  the  fame)* 

“  With  refped  to  the  charadcr 
of  this  Prince,  upon  the  delinea¬ 
tion  of  which  fo  much  pains  have 
been  employed  by  the  various 
writers  who  treat  of  the  hiftory  of 
his  time,  it  muft  be  confefied  that 
the  fads  which  have  been  noticed 
in  the  foregoing  pages,  furnifh  but 
too  many  illuft rations  of  the  more 
unfavourable  parts  of  it.  From 
thefe  we  may  colled,  that  his  am¬ 
bition  was  direded  folely  againft 
his  fubjeds,  while  he  was  com¬ 
pletely  indifferent  concerning  the 
figure  which  he  or  they  might 
make  in  the  general  affairs  of  Eu- 


#  Burnet,  Saillie’s  Letters,  II.  431. 
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tope  j  and  that  his  defire  of  power 
was  more  unmixed  with  the  love 
of  glory  than  that  ,  of  any  other 
man  whom  hiftory  has  recorded  ; 
that  he  was  unprincipled,  ungrate¬ 
ful,  mean,  and  treacherous,  to 
which  may  be  added,  vindictive 
and  remorfelefs.  For  Burner,  in 
refuting  to  him  the  praife  of  cle¬ 
mency  and  forgivenefs  feerns  to  he 
perfed ly  jutlifiable,  nor  is  it  con¬ 
ceivable  upon  what  pretence  his 
partizans  have  taken  this  ground 
of  panegyric.  I  doubt  whether 
a  f!ngle  initance  can  be  produced, 
of  his  having  fpared  the  life  of 
any  one  whom  motives,  either  of 
policy  or  of  revenge,  prompted 
him  to  dedroy.  To  allege  that 
ot  Monmouth,  as  it  would  be  an 
affront  to  human  nature,  fo  would 
it  like  wife  imply  the  rn.oft  fevere 
of  all  fatires  againft  the  monarch 
himfelf,  and  we  may  add  too  an 
undeferved  one.  For  in  order 
to  confider  it  as  an  atff  of  merito¬ 
rious  forbearance  on  his  part,  that 
he  did  not  follow  the  example  of 
Conftanrine,  and  Philip  the  Second, 
by  imbruing  his  hands  in  the  blood 
ot  his  fon,  we  mud  fi rib  fuppofe 
him  to  have  been  wholly  void  of 
every  natural  affeClion,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
cafe.  His  declaration,  that  he 
would  have  pardoned  h  ffex,  being 
made  when  that  nobleman  was 
dead,  and  not  followed  by  any  aft 
evincing  its  fincerity,  can  furely 
obtain  no  credit  from  men  of  fenfe. 

It  he  had  really  had  the  intention, 
he  ought  not  to  have  made  fuch  a 
declaration,  nnle.fs  he  accompanied 
it  with  fome  mark  of  kindnefs  to 
the  relations,  or  with  fome  ad  of 
mercy  to  the  friends,  of  the  de- 
ceafcd.  Confider, ng  it  as  a  mere 
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piece  of  hypocrify,  we  cannot  help 
lop  king  upon  it  as  one  of  the  mod 
odious  pah  ages  of  his  life.  This 
ill-timed  bo  aft  of  his  intended 
mercy,  and  the  brutal  taunt  with 
which  he  accompanied  his  mitiga¬ 
tion  (if  fo  it  may  be  called)  of  Ruf- 
fek's  fen  fence,  (how  his  infendbi- 
lity  and  hardnefs  to  have  been 
fuch,  that  in  quell  ions  where  right 
and  feelings  were  concerned,  his 
good  fenfe,  and  even  the  good  tafte 
for  which  he  has  been  fo  much  ex* 
tolled,  feemed  wholly  to  defert 
him. 

i(  On  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  want  of  candour  to  maintain, 
that  Charles  was  entirely  deftitute 
of  good  qualities ;  nor  was  the 
propriety  of  Burnet’s  comparifon 
between  him  and  Tiberius  ever 
felt,  I  imagine,  by  any  one  but 
its  author.  He  was  gay  and  affa¬ 
ble,  and,  if  incapable  of  the  fenti* 
meats  belonging  to  pride  of  a  laud¬ 
able  fort,  he  was  at  lead  free  from 
haughtinefs  and  infolence.  The 
praifeof  politenefs,  which  the  Stoics 
are  not  perhaps  wrong  in  ciaffing 
among  the  moral  virtues,  provided 
they  admit  it  to  be  one  of  the 
lowed;  order,  has  never  been  denied 
him  ;  and  he  had,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  that  facility  of  temper 
which,  though  confidered  by  fome 
moraiids  as  nearly  allied  to  vice, 
yet,  inafmuch  as  it  contributes 
greatly  to  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
around  us,  is,  in  itfelf,  not  only 
an  engaging,  but  an  eftimable 
quality.  His  fupport  of  the  Queen 
during  tire  heats  raifed  by  the  Po~ 
pifh  plot,  ought  to  be  taken  rather 
as  a  proof  that  he  was  not  a  mon- 
fter,  than  to  be  aferibed  to  him  as 
a  merit  ;  but  his  fteadinefs  to  his 
brother,  though  it  may  and  ought, 
ries,  *  C  g  in 
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in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  accounted 
for  upon  feliifh  principles,  had 
leaft  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  virtue. 

u  The  belt  part  of  this  Prince’s 
character  feems  to  have  been  his 
kindnefs  towards  his  miftreffes,  and 
his  affedion  for  his  children,  and 
others  nearly  conceded  to  him  by 
the  ties  of  blood.  His  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Portfmouth  and  Mrs.  Gwyn,  upon 
his  d^eath-bed,  to  his  fucceftor,  is 
much  to  his  honour ;  and  they 
who  cenfure  it  feem,  in  their  zeal 
to  fhovv  themfelves  ftrid  moralifts, 
to  have  buffered  their  notions  of 
vice  and  virtue  to  have  fallen  into 
ftrange  confufion.  Charleses  con. 
nedion  with  thofe  ladies  might  be 
vicious,  but  at  a  moment  when 
that  connedion  was  upon  the  point 
of  being  finally  and  irrevocably 
diffolved,  to  concern  himfelf  about 
their  future  welfare,  and  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  his  brother  with  ear¬ 
ned  tendernefs,  was  virtue.  It  is 
not  for  the  interoft  of  morality, 
that  the  good  and  evil  adions,  even 
of  bad  men,  (hould  be  confounded. 
His  affedion  for  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter,  and  for  the  Duchefs  of  Or¬ 
leans,  feems  to  have  been  lincere 
and  cordial.  To  attribute,  as 
fome  have  done,  his  grief  for  the 
lofs  of  the  firlt  to  political  conft- 
derations,  founded  upon  an  in¬ 
tended  balance  of  power  between 
his  two  brothers,  would  be  an  ab» 
furd  refinement,  whatever  were  his 
general  difpofition ;  but  when  we 
refled  upon  that  careleffnefs  which, 
efpecially  in  his  youth,  was  a  con- 
fpicuous  feature,  of  his  charader, 
the  abfurdity  becomes  ft  ill  more 
finking.  And  though  Burnet  more 
covertly,  and  Ludlow  more  openly, 
inftnuate  that  his  fondnefs  for  his 


filler  was  of  a  criminal  nature,  1 
never  could  find  that  there  was 
any  ground  whatever  for  fuch  a 
fufpicion  ;  nor  does  the  little  that 
remains  of  their  epiflolary  corref- 
pondence  give  it  the  fmalleft  coun¬ 
tenance.  Upon  the  whole,  Charles 
the  Second  was  a  bad  man,  and  a 
bad  king ;  let  us  not  palliate  his 
crimes ;  but  neither  let  us  adopt 
falfe  or  doubtful  imputations,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  him  a  mon- 
fler. 

<(  Whoever  reviews  the  inter- 
eft  ing  period  which  we  have  been 
difcufting,  upon  the  principle  re¬ 
commended  in  the  outfet  of  this 
chapter,  will  find,  that,  from  the 
confideration  of  the  paft,  to  prog- 
nofticate  the  future,  would,  at  the 
moment  of  Charles’s  demife,  be  no 
eafy  talk.  Between  two  perfons, 
one  of  whom  fhould  exped  that 
the  country  would  remain  funk  in 
flavery,  the  other,  that  the  caufe 
of  freedom  would  revive  and  tri¬ 
umph,  it  would  be  difficult  to  de¬ 
cide,  whofe  reafons  were  better 
fupported,  whofe  fpeculations  the 
more  probable.  I  fhould  guefs 
that  he  who  defponded,  had  looked 
more  at  the  ftate  of  the  public, 
while  he  who  was  fanguine,  had 
fixed  his  eyes  more  attentively  upon 
the  perfon  who  was  about  to  mount 
the  throne.  Upon  reviewing  the 
two  great  parties  of  the  nation,  one 
obfervation  occurs  very  forcibly, 
and  that  is,  that  the  great  ftrength 
of  the  Whigs  confifted  in  their  be¬ 
ing  able  to  brand  their  adverfaries 
as  favourers  of  Popery  ;  that  of 
the  Tories,  (as  far  as  their  ftrength 
depended,  upon  opinion,  and  not 
merely  upon  the  power  of  the 
crown)  in  their  finding  colour  to 
reprefent  the  Whigs  as  republicans. 

From 
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From  this  obfervation  we  may 
draw  a  further  inference,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
Crown,  in  avowing  and  prefling 
forward  the  caufe  of  Popery,  and 
to  the  moderation  and  fteadinefs  of 
the  Whigs,  in  adhering  to  the 
form  of  monarchy,  would  be  the 
chance  of  the  people  of  England, 
for  changing  an  ignominious  def- 
potifm  for  glory,  liberty,  and  hap. 
pinefs.” 


Defcription  of  the  Defeat  and  Death 
of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth. 

( From  Mr,  Fox’s  II if  ary.) 

“  His  preparations  for  this 
march  were  all  made,  when,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  fifth,  he  learnt, 
more  accurately  than  he  had  before 
done,  the  true  fituation  of  the  royal 
army,  and  from  the  information 
now  received,  he  thought  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  confult  his  principal  of* 
fleers,  whether  it  might  not  be 
advifable  to  attempt  to  furprife  the 
enemy  by  a  night  attack  upon 
their  quarters.  The  prevailing 
opinion  was,  that  if  the  infantry 
were  not  intrenched,  the  plan  was 
worth  the  trial  ;  otnerwife  not. 
Scouts  were  difpatched  to  afeertain 
this  point,  and  the  report  being 
that  there  was  no  intrenchment, 
an  attack  was  refolved  on.  In 
purfuance  of  this  refolution,  at 
about  eleven  at  night,  the  whole 
army  was  in  march,  Lord  Grey 
commanding  the  horfe,  and  Colo¬ 
nel  Wade  the  vanguard  of  the 
foot.  The  Duke’s  orders  were, 
that  the  horfe  fhould  firft  advance, 
and  pufhing  into  the  enemy’s 
camp,  endeavour  to  prevent  their 
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infantry  coming  together  ;  that  the 
cannon  fhould  follow  the  horfe, 
and  the  foot  the  cannon,  and  draw 
all  up  in  one  line,  and  fo  fiuifh. 
what  the  cavalry  fhould  have  be¬ 
gun,  before  the  King’s  horfe  and 
artillery  could  be  got  in  order. 
But  it  was  now  difeovered,  that 
though  there  were  no  intrenchments, 
there  was  a  ditch  which  ferved  as 
a  drain  to  the  great  moor  adja¬ 
cent,  of  which  no  mention  had 
been  made  by  the  fcouts.  To  this 
ditch  the  horfe  under  Lord  Grey 
advanced,  and  no  farther ;  and 
whether  immediately,  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  fome  accounts,  or  after  hav* 
ing  been  confiderably  haraffed  by 
the  enemy  in  their  attempts  to  find 
a  place  to  pafs,  according  to  others,, 
quitted  the  field.  The  cavalry- 
being  gone,  and  the  principle  upon 
which  the  attack  had  been  under¬ 
taken  being  that  of  furprife,  the 
Duke  judged  it  necefiary  that  the 
infantry  fhould  advance  as  fpeedily 
as  poiTible.  Wade,  therefore,  when 
he  came  within  forty  paces  of  the 
ditch,  was  obliged  to  halt  to  put 
his  battalion  into  that  order, 
which  the  extreme  rapidity  of  the 
march  had  for  the  time  difconcert- 
ed.  His  plan  was  to  pafs  the 
ditch,  referving  his  fire  ;  but  while 
he  was  arranging  his  men  for  that 
purpofe,  another  battalion,  newly 
come  up,  began  to  fire,  though  at 
a  confiderable  diflance  ;  a  bad  ex¬ 
ample,  which  it  was  impofiible  to 
prevent  the  vanguard  from  follow¬ 
ing,  and  it  was  now  no  longer  in 
the  power  of  their  commander  to 
perfuade  them  to  advance.  The 
King’s  forces,  as  well  horfe  and 
artillery  as  foot,  h  dnow  full  time 
to  affemble.  The4  Duke  had  no 
longer  cavalry  in  the  field,  and 
though  his  artillery,  which  con. 
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filled  only  of  three  or  four  iron 
guns,  was  Well  ferved  under  the 
diredion  of  a  Dutch  gunner,  it  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  the 
royal  army,  which,  as  foon  as  it 
was  light,  began  to  do  great  execu¬ 
tion.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the 
unfortunate  Monmouth,  fearful  of 
being  encompafled  and  made  pri- 
foner  bv  the  king’s  cavalry,  who 
were  approaching  upon  his  flank, 
and  urged,  as  it  is  reported,  by  the 
fame  perfon  who  had  Simulated 
him  on  to  his  fatal  enterprife,  quit¬ 
ted  the  held,  accompanied  by  Lord 
Grey  and  fome  others.  The  left 
wing,  under  the  command  of  co¬ 
lonel  Holmes  and  Matthews,  next 
gave  way,  and  Wade’s  men,  after 
having  continued  for  an  hour  and  a 
half,  a  diftant  and  ineffectual  fire, 
feeing  their  left  difcomfited,  began 
a  retreat,  which  foon  afterwards 
became  a  complete  rout. 

S(  Thus  ended  the  decifive  battle 
of  Sedgemore  ;  an  attack  which 
feems  to  have  been  judicioufly  con¬ 
ceived,  and  in  many  parts  fpiritedly 
executed.  The  general  was  defi¬ 
cient  neither  in  courage  or  conduit; 
and  the  troops,  while  they  difplay- 
ed  the  native  bravery  of  Englifh- 
men,  were  under  as  good  difcipline 
as  could  be  expeited  from  bodies 
newly  raifed.  Two  circumftances 
feem  to  have  principally  contributed 
to  the  lofs  of  the  day  ;  firft,  the 
unforefeen  difficulty  occafioned  by 
the  ditch,  of  which  the  affailants 
had  had  no  intelligence  ;  and  fe- 
condly,  the  cowardice  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  horfe.  The  difcc- 
very  of  the  ditch  was  the  more 
alarming,  becaufe  it  threw  a  gene¬ 
ral  doubt  upon  the  information  of 
the  fpies,  and  the  night  being  dark, 
they  could  not  afcertain  that  this 
was  the  only  impediment  of  the 


kind  which  they  were  to  expeit. 
This  difperfion  of  the  horfe  was  ftill 
more  fatal,  inafmuch  as  it  deranged 
the  whole  order  of  the  plan,  by 
which  it  had  been  concerted  that 
their  operations  were  to  facilitate 
the  attack  to  be  made  by  the  foot. 
If  Lord  Grey  had  poffelfed  a  fpirit 
more  fuitable  to  his  birth  and  name, 
to  the  illuftrious  fr'iendfhip  with 
which  he  had  been  honoured,  and 
to  the  command  with  which  he  was 
intruded,  he  would  doubtlefs  have 
perfevered  till  he  found  a  paffage 
into  the  enemy’s  camp,  which  could 
have  been  effected  at  a  ford  not  far 
diftant  :  the  lofs  of  time  occafioned 
by  the  ditch  might  not  have  been 
very  material,  and  the  rnoft  import¬ 
ant  confequences  might  have  en- 
fued  ;  but  it  furely  would  be  rafh- 
nefs  to  affert,  as  Hume  does,  that 
the  army  would  after  all  have  gain¬ 
ed  the  victory,  had  not  the  mifcon- 
duCt  of  Monmouth  and  the  coward¬ 
ice  of  Grey  prevented  it.  This 
rafh  judgment  is  the  more  to  be  ad« 
mired  at,  as  the  hiftorian  has  not 
pointed  out  the  inflance  of  mifcon- 
duCI  to  which  he  refers.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  Monmouth’s  men  killed  is 
computed  by  fome  at  two  thoufand, 
by  others  at  three  hundred  ;  a  dis¬ 
parity,  however,  which  may  be 
eafily  reconciled,  by  fuppofing  that 
the  one  account  takes  in  thofe  who 
were  killed  in  battle,  while  the 
other  comprehends  the  wretched 
fugitives  who  were  maffacred  in 
ditches,  corn-fields,  and  other  hiding 
places,  the  following  day. 

f<  In  general  I  have  thought  it 
right  to  follow  Wade’s  narrative, 
which  appears  to  me  by  far  the 
moil  authentic,  if  not  the  only  au¬ 
thentic  account  of  this  important 
tranfaftion.  It  is  imperfeCt,  but 
its  imperfection  arifes  from  the  nar¬ 
rator’s 
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vator’s  omitting  all  thofe  circum- 
ftances  of  which  he  was  not  an 
eye-witnefs,  and  the  greater  credit 
is  on  that  very  account  due  to  him 
for  thofe  which  he  relates.  With 
refpeX  to  Monmouth’s  quitting  the 
field,  it  is  not  mentioned  by  him, 
nor  is  it  poffible  to  afcertain  the 
precife  point  of  time  at  which  it 
happened.  That  he  fled  while  his 
troops  wereftill  fighting,  and  there¬ 
fore,  too  foon  for  his  glory,  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted ;  and  the  ac¬ 
count  given  by  Fergufon,  whole 
veracity  however  is  always  to  be 
fufpeXed,  that  Lord  Grey  urged 
him  to  the  meafure,  as  well  by  per- 
fuafion  as  by  example,  feems  not 
improbable.  The  mifbehaviour  of 
the  laft  mentioned  nobleman  is  more 
certain  ;  but  as,  according  to  Fer¬ 
gufon,  who  has  been  followed  by 
otliers,  he  aXually  converfed  with 
Monmouth  in  the  field,  and  as  all 
accounts  make  him  the  companion 
of  his  flight,  it  is  not  to  be  under- 
flood  that  when  he  firft  gave  way 
with  his  cavalry,  he  ran  away  in 
the  literal  fenfe  of  the  words,  or 
if  he  did,  he  muft  have  returned. 
The  exaX  truth,  with  regard  to 
this  and  many  other  interefiing  par¬ 
ticulars,  is  difficult  to  bedifcovered  ; 
owing,  not  more  to  thedarknefs  of 
the  night  in  which  they  were 
tranfaXed,  than  to  the  perfonal  par¬ 
tialities  and  enmities  by  which  they 
have  been  disfigured,  in  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  different  contemporary 
writers. 

((  Monmouth  w-itli  his  fuite  firft 
direXed  hiscourfe  towards  the  Bris¬ 
tol  channel,  and  as  is  related  by 
Oidmixon,  was  once  inclined,  at 
the  fuggeftion  of  Dr.  Oliver,  a 
faithful  and  hone  ft  advifer,  to  em¬ 
bark  for  the  coaft  of  Wales,  with  a 
view  of  concealing  himfelf  fome 
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time  in  that  principality.  Lord 
Grey,  who  appears  to  have  been  in 
all  inftances  his  evil  genius,  difi. 
funded  him  from  this  plan,  and  the 
fmali  party  having  feparated,  took 
each  feveral  ways  Monmouth, 
Grey,  and  a  gentleman  of  Branden¬ 
burg,  went  fouthward,  with  a  view 
to  gain  the  New  Foreft  in  Hamp- 
{hire,  where,  by  means  of  Grey’s 
connexions  in  that  diftriX,  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  country, 
it  was  hoped  they  might  be  in  fafe- 
ty,  till  a  veffel  could  be  procured  to 
tranfport  them  to  the  continent. 
They  left  their  horfes,  and  diL 
guifed  themfelves  as  peafants  ;  but 
the  purfuit,  ftimulated  as  well  by 
party  zeal,  as  by  the  great  pecuni¬ 
ary  rewards  offered  for  the  capture 
of  Monmouth  and  Grey,  was  too 
vigilant  to  be  eluded.  Grey  was 
taken  on  the  7th  in  the  evening  ; 
and  the  German,  who  fhared  the 
fame  fate  early  on  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  confeffed  that  he  had  parted 
from  Monmouth  but  a  few  hours 
fince.  The  neighbouring  country 
was  immediately  and  thoroughly 
fearched,  and  James  had,  ere  night, 
the  fatisfaXion  of  learning,  that 
his  nephew  was  in  his  power.  The 
unfortunate  Duke  was  difeovered 
in  a  ditch,  h  If  concealed  by  fern 
and  nettles.  His  (lock  of  provifion, 
which  confifted  of  fome  peas,  ga¬ 
thered  in  the  fields  through  which 
he  had  fled,  was  nearly  exhaufted, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that 
he  had  little,  if  any  other  fufte- 
nance,  fince  he  left  Bridgewater  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th.  To  repofe 
he  had  been  equally  a  ft  ranger  : 
how  his  mind  muft  have  been  har- 
affed,  it  is  needlefs  to  difeufs.  Yet 
that  in  fuch  c.ircumftances  he  ap¬ 
peared  difpirited  and  creft  fallen, 
is.  by  the  unrelenting  malignity  of 
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party  writers*  Imputed  to  him  as 
cowardice  and  meannefs  of  fpirit. 
That  the  failure  of  his  enterprife, 
together  with  the  bitter  reflection, 
that  he  had  buffered  hlmfelf  to  be 
engaged  in  it  againft:  his  own  better 
judgment,  joined  to  the  other  cala¬ 
mitous  circumftances  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  had  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  cf 
defpondency  is  evident ;  and  in  this 
frame  of  mind,  he  wrote  on  the  very 
day  of  his  capture,  the  following 
letter  to  the  king  : 

“  Sir, 

sc  Your  majefty  may  think  it  the 
misfortune  I  now  lie  under,  makes 
me  make  this  application  to  you  ; 
but  I  do  allure  your  majefty,  it  is 
the  remorfe  I  now  have  in  me  of 
the  wrong  I  have  done  you  in  fe- 
veral  things,  and  now  in  taking  up 
arms  againft  you.  For  my  taking 
up  arms,  it  was  never  in  my 
thoughts  fmce  the  king  died  . 
The  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange 
will  be  witnefs  for  me  of  the  af. 
furance  I  gave  them,  that  I  would 
never  ftir  againft  you.  But  my 
misfortune  was  fuch,  as  to  meet 
with  fome  horrid  people,  that  made 
me  believe  things  of  your  majefty, 
and  gave  me  fo  many  falfe  argu¬ 
ments,  that  I  was  fully  led  away 
to  believe,  that  it  was  a  fname  and 
a  lin  before  God,  not  to  do  it. 
But,  Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  your 
majefty  at  prefent  with  many  things 
I  could  fay  for  myfelf,  that  I  am 
fure  would  move  your  companion  ; 
the  chief  end  of  this  letter  being 
only  to  beg  of  you,  that  I  may  have 
that  happinefs  as  to  fpeak  to  your 
majefty  ;  for  I  have  that  to  fay  to 
you,  Sir,  that  I  hope  may  give  you 
a  long  and  happy  reign. 


u  I  am  fure,  Sir,  when  you  hear 
me,  you  will  be  convinced  of  the 
zeal  I  have  of  your  prefervation, 
and  how  heartily  I  repent  of  what 
I  have  done.  I  can  fay  no  more  to 
your  majefty  now,  being  this  letter 
muft  be  feen  by  thofe  that  keep  me. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  fhall  make  an 
end,  in  begging  of  your  majefty  to 
believe  fo  well  of  me,  that  I  would 
rather  die  a  thoufand  deaths,  than 
excufe  any  thing  I  have  done,  if  I 
really  did  not  think  myfelf  the  mod 
in  the  wrong  that  ever  a  man  was  ; 
and  had  not,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  an  abhorrence  for  thofe  that 
put  me  upon  it,  and  for  the  aCtion 
itfelf.  1  hope,  Sir,  God  Almighty 
will  ftrike  your  heart  with  mercy 
and  compaffion  for  me,  as  he  has 
dime  mine  with  abhorrence  of  what 
1  have  done  :  Wherefore,  Sir,  I 
hope  I  may  live  to  fhew  you  how 
zealous  I  fhall  ever  be  for  your  fer- 
vice  ;  and  could  I  but  fay  one  word 
in  this  letter,  you  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  it  ;  but  it  is  of  that  con- 
fequence  that  I  dare  not  do  it. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  do  beg  of  you 
once  more  to  let  me  fpeak  to  you  ; 
for  then  you  will  be  convinced  how 
much  I  fhall  ever  be, 

(s  Your  majefty’s 

i£  Moft  humble  and  dutiful, 

c<  Monmouth. 19 

e(  The  only  certain  conclufion 
to  be  drawn  from  this  letter,  which 
Mr.  Ec.hard,  in  a  manner  perhaps 
not  fo  feemly  for  a  churchman, 
terms  fubmiffive  *,  is,  that  Mon¬ 
mouth  ftill  wifhed  anxioully  for  life, 
and  was  willing  to  fave  it,  even  at 
the  cruel  price  of  begging  and  re¬ 
ceiving  it  asaboon  from  his  enemy. 
Ralph  conjectures,  with  great  pro- 
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feability,  that  this  unhappy  man’s 
feelings  were  all  governed  by  his 
exceffive  affe&ion  for  his  miftrefs ; 
and  that  a  vain  hope  of  enjoying, 
with  Lady  Harriet  Wentworth, 
that  retirement  which  he  had  fo 
unwillingly  abandoned,  induced 
him  to  adopt  a  conduct,  which  he 
might  other  wife  have  confidered  as 
indecent.  At  any  rate  it  mu  ft  be 
admitted,  that  to  cling  to  life  is  a 
ftrong  inftinft  in  human  nature, 
and  Monmouth  might  reafonably 
enough  fatisfy  himfelf,  that  when 
his  death  could  not  by  any  poffi- 
bility,  benefit  either  the  public  or 
his  friends,  to  follow  fuch  inftinft, 
even  in  a  manner  that  might  tar- 
nifh  the  fplendor  of  heroifm,  was 
no  impeachment  to  the  moral  virtue 
of  a  man. 

t(  With  refpeft  to  the  myfterious 
part  of  the  letter,  where  he  fpeaks 
of  one  word,  which  would  be  of  fuch 
Infinite  importance,  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  rather  utterly  impoffible,  to 
explain  it  by  any  rational  conjec¬ 
ture.  Mr.  Macpherfon’s  favourite 
hypothefis,  that  the  Prince  of 
Orange  had  been  a  party  to  the  late 
attempt,  and  that  Monmouth’s  in¬ 
tention,  when  he  wrote  the  letter, 
was  to  difclofe  this  important  fa<5t 
to  the  king*,  is  totally  deftroy- 
ed  by  thofe  expreffions,  in  which 
the  unfortunate  prifoner  tells  his 
majefty  he  had  allured  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Orange  that  he 
would  never  ftir  againft  him.  Did 
he  allure  the  Prince  of  Orange  that 
he  would  never  do  that  which  he 
was  engaged  to  the  Prince  of  Orange 
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to  do  ?  Can  it  be  faid  that  this 
was  a  falfe  faift,  and  that  no  fuch 
alfurances  were  in  truth  given  ?  To 
what  purpofe  was  the  falsehood  ?  In 
order  to  conceal,  from  motives 
whether  honourable  or  otherwife, 
his  connexion  with  the  Prince  ? 
What  ?  a  liftion  in  one  paragraph 
of  the  letter  in  order  to  conceal  a 
fa£t,  which  in  the  next  he  declares 
his  intention  of  revealing  ?  The 
thing  is  impoffible  ft. 

((  The  intriguing  character  of  the 
fecretary  of  Hate,  the  Earl  of  Sun¬ 
derland,  whofe  duplicity  in  many 
inftances  cannot  be  doubted,  and 
the  myftery  in  which  almoft  every 
thing  relating  to  him  is  involved, 
might  lead  us  to  fufpedt  that  the 
expreffions  point  at  fome  difcove- 
ry  in  which  that  noblemen  was 
concerned  ;  and  that  Monmouth 
had  it  in  his  power  to  be  of  im¬ 
portant  fervice  to  James,  by  reveal¬ 
ing  to  him  the  treachery  of  his  mi- 
nifter.  Such  a  conjecture  might 
be  ftrengthened  by  an  anecdote  that 
has  had  fome  currency,  and  to  the 
truth  of  which  in  parr,  king  James’s 
memoirs,  if  the  extracts  from  them 
can  be  relied  on,  bear  teftimony. 
It  is  faid  that  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  told  Mr.  Ralph  Sheldon, 
one  of  the  king’s  chamber  who  came 
to  meet  him  on  his  way  to  London, 
that  he  had  had  reafon  to  expect 
Sunderland’s  co-operation,  and  au- 
thorifed  Sheldon  to  mention  this  to 
the  king  ;  that  while  Sheldon  was 
relating  this  to  his  Majefty,  Sun¬ 
derland  entered,  Sheldon  hefitated, 
but  was  ordered  to  go  on.  ‘  Sun« 
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t  Even  if  this  complete  refutation  were  wanting,  the  whole  fyfiem  of  conduct 
imputed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  by  the  aboveinentioned  author,  by  which  he  is  made  to 
act  in  concert  with  Monmouth  at  this  time,  is  fo  contrary  to  common  leufe,  that  the 
hypothefis  never  could  have  been  offered  to  the  belief  of  mankind  by  one  whofe  mind 
was  not  fortified  by  fome  previous  experience  of  their  unbounded  credulity. 
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derland  Teemed  at  firft  (truck/  (as 
well  he  might  whether  innocent  or 
guilty)  *  but  after  a  fhort  time,  faid 
with  a  laugh,  if  that  be  all  he  (Mon¬ 
mouth)  can  difcover  to  fave  his  life, 
it  will  do  him  little  good’  4".  It  is 
to  be  remarked  that  in  Sheldon 4s 
converfation,  as  alluded  to  by  king 
James,  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  name 
Is  not  even  mentioned,  either  as 
connected  with  Monmouth  or  with 
Sunderland.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  difficulties  that  (land  in 
the  way  of  our  interpreting  Men. 
mouth’s  letter  as  alluding  to  Sun¬ 
derland,  or  of  fuppofmg  that  the 
writer  of  it  had  any  well-founded 
accufation  again (l  that  minifter,  are 
infurmouniable.  If  he  had  fuch  an 
accufation  to  make,  why  did  he  not 
make  it  ?  The  king  fays  exprefsly, 
both  in  a  letter  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  in  the  extract  from 
his  memoirs,  above  cited,  that  Mon¬ 
mouth  made  no  aifeovery  of  con  fe¬ 
culence,  and  the  explanation  fug- 
gefted,  that  his  filence  was  owing 
to  Sunderland  the  Secretary’s  hav¬ 
ing  affured  him  of  his  pardon,  Teems 
wholly  inadmiffible.  Such  adur- 
ances  could  have  their  influence  no 
longer  than  while  the  hope  of  par¬ 
don  remained.  Why  then  did  he 
continue  blent,  when  he  found  James 
inexorable?  If  he  was  willing  to 
accufe  the  Earl  before  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  thefe  affurances,  it  is  incon¬ 
ceivable  that  he  fhould  have  any 
fcruple  about  doing  it  when  they 
turned  out  to  have  been  ddufive, 
and  when  his  mind  mud  have  been 
exafperated  by  the  reded  ion  that 
Sunderland’s  perfidious  promifes 
and  fe If-  inte  reded  fugged  ions,  had 
deterred  him  from  the  only  proba¬ 
ble  means  of  faying  his  life. 


u  A  third,  and  perhaps  the  mod 
plaufible,  interpretation  of  the  words 
in  quedion  is,  that  they  point  to  a 
difcoverv  of  Monmouth’s  friends 

j 

in  England,  when,  in  the  dejeded 
date  of  his  mind,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  unmanned  as  he  was  by 
misfortune,  he  might  iincerely  pro- 
mife  what  the  return  of  better 
thoughts  forbade  him  to  perform. 
This  account,  however,  though 
free  from  the  great  abfurdities  be¬ 
longing  to  the  two  others,  is  by  no 
means  fatisfadory.  The  phrafe 
£for.e  word,”  Teems  to  relate  rather 
to  Tome  (ingle  peri  on,  or  Tome  Tingle 
fad,  and  can  hardly  apply  to  any 
lift  of  affociates  that  might  be  in¬ 
tended  to  be  facridced.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Tingle  denunciation 
of  Lord  Delamere,  of  Lord  Bran¬ 
don,  or  even  of  the  Earl  of  Devon- 
(hire,  or  of  any  other  private  indi¬ 
vidual,  could  not  be  conddered  as  of 
that  extreme  confequence,  which 
Monmouth  attaches  to  his  promifed 
difclofure.  I  have  mentioned  Lord 
Devonfhire,  who  was  certainly  not 
implicated  in  the  enterprife,  and 
who  was  not  even  fufpeded,  be¬ 
came  it  appears  from  Grey’s  narra¬ 
tive,  that  one  of  Monmouth’s  agents 
had  once  given  hopes  of  his  fupport ; 
and  therefore  there  is  a  bare  pof- 
(ibility  that  Monmouth  may  have 
reckoned  upon  his  abidance.  Per¬ 
haps,  after  all,  the  letter  has  been 
can  vailed  with  too  much  nicety, 
and  the  words  of  it  weighed  more 
fcrupuloudy,  than,  proper  allowance 
being  made  for  the  (ituation  and 
(late  of  mind  of  the  writer,  they 
ought  to  have  been.  They  may 
have  been  thrown  out  at  hazard, 
merely  as  means  to  obtain  an  inters 
view,  o(  which  the  unhappy  prifoner 
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thought  he  might,  in  fome  wag 
or  other,  make  his  advantage.  If 
any  more  precife  meaning  exifted  in 
his  mind,  we  mu  ft  be  content  to  pafs 
it  over  as  one  of  thofe  obfcure  points 
of  hiftory,  upon  which,  neither  the 
fagacity  of  hiftorians,  nor  the  many 
documents  ftnce  made  public,  nor 
the  great  difcoverer,  Time,  has  yet 
thrown  any  diftinct  light. 

Monmouth  and  Grey  were  now 
to  be  conveyed  to  London,  for 
which  purpofe  they  fet  out  on  the 
i  ith,  and  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  metropolis  on  the  13th  of  July. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  Queen  Dow. 
ager,  who  feems  to  have  behaved 
with  a  uniformity  of  kindnefs  to¬ 
wards  her  hufband’s  fon  that  does 
her  great  honour,  urgently  preffed 
the  king  to  admit  his  nephew  to  an 
audience.  Importuned,  therefore, 
by  intreaties,  and  inftigated  bv  the 
curiofity  which  Monmouth’s  myf* 
terious  expreffions,  and  Sheldon’s 
ftory  had  excited,  he  confented, 
though  with  a  fixed  determination 
to  fhew  no  mercy.  James  was  not 
of  the  number  of  thofe,  in  whom 
the  want  ol  an  extenfive  underftand- 
ing  is  compenfated  by  a  delicacy  of 
fentiment,  or  by  thofe  right  feelings 
which  are  often  found  to  be  better 
guides  for  the  conduct,  than  the 
moft  accurate  reafoning.  His  na¬ 
ture  did  not  revolt,  his  blood  did 
pot  run  cold,  at  the  thoughts  of  be¬ 
holding  the  fon  of  a  brother  whom 
he  had  loved,  embracing  his  knees, 
petitioning,  and  petitioning  in  vain, 
for  life  ;  of  interchanging  words 
and  looks  with  a  nephew  on  whom 
he  was  inexorably  determined,  with¬ 
in  forty-eight  ihort  hours,  toinflnft 
an  ignominious  death. 


u  In  Macpherfon’s  extraci  from 
king  James’s  memoirs,  it  is  con. 
fefied  that  the  king  ought  not  to 
have  feen,  if  he  was  not  difpofed  to 
pardon  the  culprit  ;  *  but  whether 
the  obfervation  is  made  by  the  ex¬ 
iled  Prince  himfelf,  or  by  him  who 
gives  the  extract,  is  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  paffages  of  thofe  me¬ 
moirs,  difficult  to  determine.  Sure¬ 
ly  if  the  king  had  made  this  reflec¬ 
tion  before  Monmouth’s  execution, 
it  muff  have  occurred  to  that  mo. 
narch,  that  if  he  had  inadvertently 
done  that  which  he  ought  not  to 
have  done,  without  an  intention  to 
pardon,  the  only  remedy  was  to 
correct  that  part  of  his  conduct 
which  was  ftill  in  his  power,  and 
fmce  he  could  not  recal  the  inter¬ 
view,  to  grant  the  pardon. 

<f  Purfuant  to  this  hard-hearted 
arrangement,  Monmouth  and  Grey, 
on  the  very  day  of  their  arrival, 
were  brought  to  Whitehall,  where 
they  had  feverally  interviews  with 
his  rnajefty.  James,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  dated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  gwes  a  fhort  account 
of  both  thefe  interviews.  Mon¬ 
mouth,  he  fays,  betrayed  a  weak- 
nefs,  which  did  not  become  one  who 
had  claimed  the  title  of  king  ;  but 
made  no  difcovery  of  confeqtience. 
Grey  was  more  ingenuous,!  (it  is 
not  certain  in  what  fenfe  his  ma- 
jefty  ufes  the  term,  fince  he  does 
not  refer  to  any  difcovery  made  by 
that  Lord,)  and  never  once  begged 
his  life.  Short  as  this  account  is, 
it  feems  the  only  authentic  one  of 
thofe  interviews.  Bifhop  Kennet, 
who  has  been  followed  by  moft  of 
the  modern  hiftorians,  relates  that 
(  This  unhappy  captive,  by  the  in» 


*  Macphcrfon’s  State  Papers,  I.  144. 
i  Dairy inpisi’s  Meroqirs,  II.  134* 


terceflion 


458  * 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  3  808. 


terceffion  of  the  Queen  Dowager, 
was  brought  to  the  king’s  prefence, 
and  fell  prefently  at  his  feet,  and 
confeffed  he  deferved  to  die  ;  but 
conjured  him,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  not  to  ufe  him  with  the  feve- 
rity  of  judiee,  and  to  grant  him  a 
life  which  he  would  be  ever  ready 
to  facrifice  for  his  fervice.  He 
mentioned  to  him  the  example  of 
feveral  great  princes,  whohad  yield¬ 
ed  to  the  impreffions  of  clemency 
on  the  like  occafions,  and  who  had 
never  afterwards  repented  of  thofe 
a£ts  of  generofity  and  mercy  :  con¬ 
cluding,  in  a  mod  pathetic  manner, 
Remember,  Sir,  I  am  your  brother’s 
fon,  and  if  you  take  my  life,  it  is 
your  own  blood  that  you  willfhed. 
The  king  a  Iked  him  feveral  quef- 
tions,  and  made  him  fign  a  decla¬ 
ration  that  his  father  told  him  he 
was  never  married  to  his  mother  : 
and  faid,  he  was  forry  indeed  for 
his  misfortunes ;  but  his  crime  was 
of  too  great  a  confequence  to  be 
left  unpunifhed,  and  he  mud  of  ne- 
ceffity  fuffer  for  it.  The  Queen  is 
faid  to  have  infulted  him  in  a  very 
arrogant  and  unmerciful  manner. 
So  that  when  the  Duke  faw  there 
was  nothing  defigned  by  this  inter¬ 
view',  but  to  fatisfy  the  Queen’s 
revenge,  he  rofe  up  from  his  majef- 
ty’s  feet  with  a  new  air  of  bra¬ 
very,  and  was  carried  back  to  the 
Tower*. 

<(  The  topics  ufed  by  Monmouth 
are  fuch  as  he  might  naturally  have 
employed,  and  the  demeanour  at¬ 
tributed  to  him,  upon  finding  the 
•  king  inexorable,  is  confident  enough 
with  general  probability,  and  his 
particular  character  :  but  that  the 
king  took  care  to  extradl  from  him 
a  confeffion  of  Charles’s  declaration 

*  Kennet,  III,  43 


with  refpedf  to  his  illegitimacy., 
before  he  announced  his  final  refu- 
fal  of  mercy  ;  and  that  the  queen 
was  prefent  for  the  purpofe  of  revil¬ 
ing  and  infuiting  him,  are  circum- 
dances  too  atrocious  to  merit  be¬ 
lief,  without  fome  more  certain  evi¬ 
dence.  It  mud  be  remarked,  alfo, 
that  Burnet,  whofe  general  preju¬ 
dices  would  not  lead  him  to  doubt 
any  imputations  againft  the  queen, 
does  not  mention  her  majedy’s  be¬ 
ing  prefent.  Monmouth's  offer  of 
changing  religion  is  mentioned  by 
him,  but  no  authority  quoted;  and 
no  hint  of  the  kind  appears  either 
in  James’s  letters,  or  in  the  extract 
from  his  memoirs. 

(e  From  Whitehall,  Monmouth 
was  at  night  carried  to  the  Tower, 
where  no  longer  uncertain  as  to 
his  fate,  he  feems  to  have  collefted 
his  mind,  and  to  have  refumed  his 
wonted  fortitude.  The  Bill  of 
Attainder  that  had  lately  paffed, 
having  fuperfeded  the  neceffity  of 
a  legal  trial,  his  execution  was 
fixed  for  the  next  day  but  one  after 
his  commitment.  This  interval 
appeared  too  fhort  even  for  the 
worldly  bufinefs  which  he  wifhed 
to  tranfadl,  and  he  wrote  again  to 
the  king,  on  the  14th,  defiring 
fome  fhort  refpite,  which  was  pe¬ 
remptorily  reftifed.  The  difficulty 
of  obtaining  any  certainty  con. 
cerning  fadts,  even  in  indances 
where  there  has  not  been  any  ap¬ 
parent  motive  for  difguifing  them, 
is  no  where  more  driking,  than  in 
the  few  remaining  hours  of  this 
unfortunate  man’s  life.  According 
to  King  James’s  datement  in  his 
memoirs,  he  refufed  to  fee  his  wife, 
while  other  accounts  affert  pofitive- 
ly  that  die  refufed  to  fee  him,  un- 
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lefs  in  prefence  of  witnefTes.  Bur¬ 
net,  who  was  not  likely  to  be 
miftaken  in  a  fad;  of  this  kind, 
fays  they  did  meet,  and  parted  very 
coldly,  a  circumflance  which,  if 
true,  gives  us  no  very  favourable 
idea  of  the  lady’s  charader.  There 
is  alfo  mention  of  a  third  letter 
written  by  him  to  the  king,  which 
being  entrufted  to  a  perfidious 
officer  of  the  name  of  Scott,  never 
reached  its  deftination*  ;  but  for 
this  there  is  no  foundation.  What 
feems  mod  certain  is,  that  in  the 
Tower,  and  not  in  the  clofet,  he 
figned  a  paper,  renouncing  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  crown,  the  fame 
which  he  afterwards  delivered  on 
the  fcaffold  ;  and  that  he  was  in¬ 
clined  to  make  this  declaration, 
not  by  any  vain  hope  of  life,  but 
by  his  affedion  for  his  children, 
whofe  fituation  he  rightly  judged 
would  be  fafer  and  better  under  the 
reigning  monarch  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  when  it  fhould  be  evident 
that  they  could  no  longer  be  com¬ 
petitors  for  the  throne. 

f(  Monmouth  was  very  fincere 
in  his  religious  profeffions,  and  it 
is  probable,  that  a  great  portion 
of  this  fad  day  was  paffed  in  de¬ 
votion  and  religious  difcourfe  with 
the  two  prelates,  who  had  been 
fent  by  his  Majefly  to  aflift  him 
in  his  fpiritual  concerns.  Turner, 
Bifhop  of  Ely,  had  been  with  him 
early  in  the  morning,  and  Kenn, 
Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was 
fent,  upon  the  refufal  of  a  refpite, 
to  prepare  him  for  the  ftroke, 
which  it  was  now  irrevocably 
fixed  he  fhould  fuffer  the  enfuing 
day.  They  flayed  with  him  all 
night,  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
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fifteenth  were  joined  by  Dr. 
Hooper,  afterwards,  in  the  reign 
of  Anne,  made  Bifhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  and  by  Dr.  Tennifon, 
who  fucceeded  Tillotfon  in  the 
fee  of  Canterbury.  This  laft 
divine  is  dated  by  Burnet  to  have 
been  mod  acceptable  to  the  Duke, 
and  though  he  joined  the  others 
in  fome  harfh  expodularions,  to 
have  done  what  the  rght  rever¬ 
end  hidorian  conceives  to  have 
been  his  duty,  in  a  fofter,  and  lefs 
peremptory  manner.  Certain  it 
is,  that  none  of  thefe  holy  men 
feem  fo  have  erred  on  the  fide  of 
compaffion  or  complaifance  to  their 
illudrious  penitent.  Befides  en¬ 
deavouring  to  convince  him  of 
the  guilt  of  his  connexion  with 
his  beloved  Lady  Harrier,  of  which 
he  could  never  be  brought  to  a  due 
ferffie,  they  feem  to  have  repeatedly 
teafed  him  with  controverfy,  and 
to  have  been  far  more  folicitous 
to  make  him  profTs  what  they 
deemed  the  true  creed  of  the  Church 
of  England,  than  to  foften  or  con¬ 
dole  his  lorrows,  or  to  help  him 
to  that  compofure  of  mind  fo  ne- 
ceffary  for  his  fituation.  He  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  to  be  a  member  of 
their  church,  but  they  denied  that 
he  could  be  fo,  unlefs  he  thorough¬ 
ly  believed  the  dodrine  of  paflive 
obedience  and  non-refiftance.  He 
repented  generally  of  his  fins,  and 
efpecially  of  his  late  enterprife, 
but  they  infilled  that  he  mull  re¬ 
pent  of  it  in  the  way  they  pre¬ 
scribed  to  him,  that  he  mull  own 
it  to  have  been  a  wicked  refiflance 
to  his  lawful  king,  and  a  detefiable 
ad  of  rebellion  f.  Some  hiftor- 
rians  have  imputed  this  fecmingly 


*  Dalrymple’s  Memoirs,  1. 1S7. 

♦  Burnet,  II.  330.  Bchard  III.  772* 

s  cruel 


460  * 


i 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


cruel  conduct  to  the  king’s  par¬ 
ticular  indrudtions,  who  might  be 
defirous  of  extrading,  or  rather 
extorting,  from  the  lips  of  his 
dying  nephew,  fuch  a  confeffion 
as  would  be  a  matter  of  triumph  to 
the  royal  caufe.  But  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  two  prelates  principally 
concerned,  both  for  general  up¬ 
right  n  eh,  and  finceri ty  as  church 
of  England  men,  makes  it  more 
candid  to  fuppofe,  that  they  did 
not  ad  from  motives  of  {civile 
compliance,  but  rather  from  an 
intemperate  party  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  their  church,  which  they 
judged  would  be  fignally  promo¬ 
ted,  fuch  a  man  as  Monmouth, 
after  having  throughout  his  life 
aded  in  defiance  of  their  favourite 
dodrine,  could  be  brought  in  his 
laid  moments  to  acknowledge  it  as 
a  divine  truth*  It  mull;  never  be 
forgotten,  if  we  would  underhand 
the  hiftory  of  this  period,  that  the 
truly  orthodox  members  of  our 
church  regarded  monarchy  not  as 
a  human  but  as  a  divine  inftitu- 
tion,  and  paffive  obedience  and  non- 
reliltance,  not  as  political  maxims, 
but  as  articles  of  religion. 

“  At  ten  o’clock  on  the  15th, 
Monmouth  proceeded  in  a  carriage 
of  the;  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
to  Tower  Hill,  the  place  deiiined 
for  h  is  execution.  The  two  bifhops 
were  in  the  carriage  with  him,  and 
one  o(  them  took  that  opportunity 
of  informing  him,  that  their  con- 
troverlial  altercations  were  not  yet 
at  an  end;  and  that  upon  the  fcaf- 
fold,  h  e  would  again  be  preiTed  for 
more  explicit  and  fadsfactory  de¬ 
clarations  of  repentance.  When 
arrived  at  the  bar,  which  had  been 
put  op  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping 
out  the  multitude,  Monmouth  de- 
Herded  from  the  carriage,  and 


mounted  the  fcaffold  with  a  firm 
hep,  attended  by  his  fpiritual  af. 
fiftants.  The  fherifFs  snd  execu¬ 
tioners  were  already  there.  The 
concourfe  of  fpedlators  was  innu¬ 
merable,  and  if  we  are  to  credit 
traditional  accounts,  never  was 
the  general  companion  more  af- 
fedlingly  expreffed.  The  tears, 
fighs,  and  groans,  which  the  firff 
fight  of  this  heart-rending  fpedla- 
cle  produced,  were  foon  fucceeded 
by  an  univerfal  and  awful  filence; 
a  refpedlful  attention,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  anxiety,  to  hear  every  fyl- 
lable  that  fhould  pafs  the  lips  of 
the  fufferer.  The  duke  began  by 
faying  he  fhould  fpeak  little  :  he 
came  to  die,  and  he  fhould  die  a 
Protefl  ant  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
affiftants,  and  told,  thar,  if  he  was 
of  the  Church  of  England,  he  mult 
acknowledge  the  dodtrine  of  no n- 
refi fiance  to  be  true.  In  vain  did 
he  reply,  thar  if  he  acknowledged 
the  dodlrine  of  the  church  in  gene- 
ral,  it  included  all ;  they  infilled 
he  fhould  own  that  dodlrine  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpedl  to  his  cafe, 
and  urged  much  more  concerning 
their  favourite  point,  upon  which, 
however,  they  obtained  nothing 
but  a  repetition  in  fubflance  of 
former  anfwers.  He  was  then 
proceeding  to  fpeak  of  Lady  Har¬ 
riet  Wentworth,  of  his  high  efleem 
for  her,  and  of  his  confirmed  opi¬ 
nion  that  their  connedlion  was 
innocent  in  the  light  of  God ; 
when  Goflin  the  Sheriff  alked  him, 
with  all  the  unfeeling  biuntnefs  of 
a  vulgar  mind,  whether  he  was 
ever  married  to  her.  The  duke 
refufing  to  anfwer,  the  fame  mag  if- 
trate,  in  the  like  drain,  though 
changing  the  fubjedl,  faid  he  hoped 
to  hare  heard  of  his  repentance 
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for  the  treafon  and  bloodfhed  which 
had  been  committed  ;  to  which  the 
prifoner  replied  with  great  mild- 
nefs,  that  he  died  very  penitent. 
Here  the  churchmen  again  inter- 
poled,  and  renewed  their  demand 
of  particular  penitence  and  public 
acknowledgment  upon  public  af¬ 
fairs,  Monmouth  referred  them  to 
the  following  paper,  which  he  had 
figned  that  morning  : 

({  (  I  declare,  that  the  title  of 
king  was  forced  upon  me ;  and, 
that  it  was  very  much  contrary  to 
my  opinion,  when  1  was  proclaim¬ 
ed.  For  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
world,  I  do  declare  that  the  late 
kino-  told  me,  he  was  never  mar- 
tied  to  my  mother.  Having  de¬ 
clared  this,  I  hope  the  king,  who 
is  now,  will  not  let  my  children 
fuffer  on  this  account.  And  to 
this  I  put  my  hand  this  fifteenth 
day  of  July,  1685. 

“  f  Monmouth.”  * 

“  There  was  nothing,  they  faid, 
in  that  paper  about  refiftance  ;  nor, 
though  Monmouth  quite  worn  oat 
with  their  importunities,  faid  to 
one  of  them  in  a  in  oft  affefting 
manner,  “  I  am  to  die, — Pray  my 
lord, — I  refer  to  my  paper,” 
would  thefe  men  think  it  confif- 
tent  with  their  duty  to  defift. 
They  were  only  a  few  words  they 
defired  on  one  point.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  thefe  applications  on  one 
hand,  and  anfwers  on  the  other, 
was  repeated,  over  and  over  again, 
in  a  manner  that  could  not  be  be¬ 
lieved,  if  the  fads  were  not  at- 
tefted  by  the  fignature  of  the  per- 
fons  principally  concerned  *.  If 
the  duke,  in  declaring  his  forrow 
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for  what  had  pa  {fed,  nfed  the  word 
invafion,  i(  give  it  the  true  name,” 
faid  they,  “  and  call  it  rebellion.” 

“  What  name  you  pleafe,”  replied 
the  mild- tempered  Monmouth, 
He  was  fare  he  was  going  to  ever- 
lafting  happinefs,  and  confidered 
the  ferenity  of  his  mind  in  his 
prefent  circumftances,  as  a  certain 
earned  of  the  favour  of  his  Creator. 
Fiis  repentance,  he  faid,  muft  be 
true,  for  he  had  no  fear  of  dying, 
he  fhould  die  like  a  lamb.  ie  Much 
may  come  from  natural  courage,” 
was  the  unfeeling  and  fiupid  reply 
of  one  of  the  afliftants.  Mon¬ 
mouth,  with  that  rnodefty  infepa- 
rable  from  true,  bravery,  denied 
that  he  wa3  in  general  lefs  fearful 
than  other  men,  maintaining  that 
his  prefent  courage  was  owing  to 
his  confcioufnefs  that  God  had 
forgiven  him  his  paft  tranfgreffions, 
of  all  which  generally  he  repented 
with  all  his  foul. 

((  At  laft  the  reverend  afliftants 
confented  to  join  with  him  in 
prayer  ;  but  no  fooner  were  they 
rifen  from  their  kneeling  pofture, 
than  they  returned  to  their. charge. 
Not  fatisfied  with  what  had  puf¬ 
fed,  they  exhorted  him  to  a  true 
and  thorough  repentance  ;  would  he 
not  pray  for  the  king  ?  and  fend 
a  dutiful  mefifage  to  his  Majefty, 
to  recommend  the  duchefs  and  iris 
children  ?  “  As  you  pleafe  j”  was 
the  reply,  fi  I  pray  for  him  and 
for  all  men,”  He  now  fpoke  to 
the  executioner,  defiring  that  he 
might  have  no  cap  over  his  eyes, 
and  began  undrelfing.  One  would 
have  thought  that  in  this  laft  fad 
ceremony,  the  poor  prifoner  might 
have  been  unmolefted,  and  that 
the  divines  would  have  been  fa  tif¬ 


fed, 


*  Vide  Somers’s  Tracts,  T.  435. 
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ned,  that  prayer  was  the  only  part 
of  their  function  for  which  their 
duty  now  called  upon  them.  They 
judged  differently,  and  one  of  them 
had  the  fortitude  to  requeft  the 
duke,  even  in  this  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs,  that  he  would  addrefs 
himfelf  to  the  foldiers  then  prefent, 
to  tell  them  he  flood  a  fad  example 
of  rebellion,  and  entreat  the  people 
to  be  loyal  and  obedient  to  the 
king.  “  1  have  faid  I  will  make 
no  fpeeches/’  repeated  Monmouth, 
in  a  tone  more  peremptory  than 
he  had  before  been  provoked  to ; 
f(  I  will  make  no  fpeeches.  1 
come  to  die.”  (S  My  lord,  ten 
words  will  be  enough/’  faid  the 
perfevering  divine,  to  which  the 
duke  made  no  anfwer,  but  turning 
to  the  executioner,  expreffed  a  hope 
that  he  would  do  his  work  better 
now  than  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Ruf¬ 
fe!.  He  then  felt  the  axe,  which  he 
apprehended  was  not  fharp  enough, 
but  being  affured  that  it  was  of 
proper  fharpnefs  and  weight,  he 
laid  down  his  head.  In  the  mean 
time,  many  fervent  ejaculations 
were  ufed  by  the  reverend  alii  flams, 
who,  it  muff  be  obferved,  even  in 
thefe  moments  of  horror,  (hewed 
themfelves  not  unmindful  of  the 
points  upnn  which  they  had  been 
difpuring  ;  praying  God  to  accept 
his  imp  rfed  and  general  repentance. 

“  The  executioner  now  ft  ruck 
the  blow,  but  fo  feebly  or  unfkil- 
fully,  that  Monmouth  being  but 
llightly  wounded,  lifted  up  his 
head,  and  looked  him  in  the  face 
as  if  to  upbraid  him,  but  faid  no¬ 
thing.  The  two  following  ftrokes 
were  as  ineffectual  as  the  nrft,  and 
the  headfman  in  a  fit  of  horror, 
declared  he  could  not  finilh  his 
work.  The  fheriffs  threatened 
him  ;  he  was  forced  again  to  make 


a  further  trial,  and  in  two  more 
ftrokes  feparated  the  head  from  the 
body. 

“  Thus  fell,  in  the  thirty-fix th 
year  of  his  age,  James,  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  a  man  againft  whom 
all  that  has  been  faid  by  the  moft 
inveterate  enemies  both  to  him 
and  his  party,  amounts  to  little 
more  than  this,  that  he  had  not  a 
mind  equal  to  the  fituation  in  which 
his  ambition,  at  different  times, 
engaged  him  to  place  himfelf.  But 
to  judge  him  with  candour,  we 
muft  make  great  allowances,  not 
only  for  the  temptations  into  which 
he  was  led  by  the  fplendid  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  earlier  parts  of  his 
life,  but  alfo  for  the  adverfe  pre¬ 
judices  with  which  he  was  regarded 
by  almoft  all  the  cotemporary  wri¬ 
ters  from  whom  his  actions  and 
character  are  defcribed.  The  To¬ 
ries  of  courfe  are  unfavourable  to 
him ;  and  even  among  the  Whigs, 
there  feems,  in  many,  a  ftrong  in¬ 
clination  to  difparage  him  ;  fome 
to  exeufe  themfelves  for  not  hav¬ 
ing  joined  him,  others  to  make  a 
difplay  of  their  excluftve  attach¬ 
ment  to  their  more  fuccefsful  leader. 
King  William.  Burnet  fays  of 
Monmouth,  that  he  was  gentle, 
brave,  and  fincere :  to  thefe  praifes, 
from  the  united  teftimony  of  all 
who  knew  him,  we  may  add  that 
of  generofity,  and  furely  thofe 
qualities  go  a  great  way  in  making 
up  the  catalogue  of  all  that  is  ami¬ 
able  and  eftimable  in  human  nature. 
One  of  the  moft  confpicuous  fea¬ 
tures  in  his  character,  feems  to  have 
been  a  remarkable,  and  as  fome 
think,  a  culpable  degree  of  flexi¬ 
bility.  That  fuch  a  difpofttion  is 
preferable  to  its  oppofite  extreme, 
will  be  admitted  by  all  who  think 
that  modefty,  even  in  excefs,  is 
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more  nearly  allied  to  wifdom,  than 
conceit  and  felf  fufficiency.  He 
who  has  attentively  confidered  the 
political,  or  indeed  the  general  con¬ 
cerns  of  life,  may  poffibly  go  dill 
further,  and  rank  a  willingnefs  to 
be  convinced,  or  in  fome  cafes 
even  without  conviction,  to  con¬ 
cede  our  own  opinion  to  that  of 
other  men,  among  the  principal 
ingredients  in  the  compofition  of 
practical  wifdom.  Monmouth  had 
fudered  this  flexibility,  fo  laudable 
in  many  cafes,  to  degenerate  into 
a  habit,  which  made  him  often  fol¬ 
low  the  advice,  or  yield  to  the 
entreaties,  of  perfons  whofe  cha¬ 
racters  by  no  means  entitled  them 
to  fuch  deference.  The  fagacity 
of  Shaftefbury,  the  honour  of  Ruf- 
fel,  the  genius  of  Sidney,  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  moded  man, 
be  fafe  and  eligible  guides.  The 
partiality  of  friendfhip,  and.  the 
conviction  of  his  firm  attachment, 
might  be  fome  excufe  for  his  lif- 
tening  fo  much  to  Grey  ;  but  he 
never  could,  at  any  period  of  his 
life,  have  miftaken  Fergufon  for 
an  honed  man.  There  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  advice  of  the 
two  lad  mentioned  perfons  had 
great  weight  in  perfuading  him  to 
the  unjuftifiable  ftep  of  declaring 
himfelf  king.  But  far  the  mod 
guilty  aCt  of  this  unfortunate  man’s 
life,  was  his  lending  his  name  to  the 
declaration  which  was  publifhed  at 
Lyme  ;  and  in  this  indance,  Fer¬ 
gufon,  who  penned  the  paper,  was 
both  the  advifer  and  the  indru- 
ment.  To  accufe  the  king  of 
having  burnt  London,  murdered 
Elfex  in  the  Tower,  and  finally, 
poifoned  his  brother,  unfupported 
by  evidence  to  fubdantiate  fuch 
dreadful  charges,  v/as  calumny 
of  the  mod  atrocious  kind ;  but 
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the  guilt  is  dill  heightened,  when 
we  obferve,  that  from  no  conver- 
fation  of  Monmouth,  nor  indeed 
from  any  other  circumdance  what¬ 
ever,  do  we  colled  that  he  him¬ 
felf  believed  the  horrid  accufations 
to  be  true.  With  regard  to  E flex’s 
death,  in  particular,  the  only  one 
of  the  three  charges  which  was 
believed  by  any  man  of  common 
fenfe,  the  late  king  was  as  much 
implicated  in  the  fufpicion  as  James. 
That  the  latter  fhould  have  dared 
to  be  concerned  in  fuch  an  a<5t 
without  the  privacy  of  his  brother, 
was  too  abfurd  an  imputation  to 
be  attempted,  even  in  the  days  of 
the  Popiih  plot.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  certainly  not  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  fon  to  brand  his 
father  as  an  affaflin.  It  is  too 
plain,  that  in  the  indance  of  this 
declaration,  Monmouth,  with  a 
facility  highly  criminal,  confented 
to  fet  his  name  to  whatever  Fer¬ 
gufon  recommended  as  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  caufe.  Among  the 
many  dreadful  circumdances  at¬ 
tending  civil  wars,  perhaps  there 
are  few  more  revolting  to  a  good 
mind,  than  the  wicked  calumnies 
with  which,  in  the  heat  of  con- 
tentipn,  men,  otherwife  men  of 
honour,  have  in  all  ages  and  coun¬ 
tries  permitted  themfelves  to  load 
their  adversaries.  It  is  remark¬ 
able  that  there  is  no  trace  of  the 
divines  who  attended  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  man,  having  exhorted  him 
to  a  particular  repentance  of  his 
manifedo,  or  having  called  for  a 
retraCtion  or  difavowal  of  the  ac¬ 
cufations  contained  in  it.  They 
were  fo  intent  upon  points  more 
immediately  connected  with  ortho¬ 
doxy  of  faith,  that  they  omitted 
preffing  their  penitent  to  the  only 
declaration,  by  which  he  could 
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make  any  fatisfadory  atonement 
to  thofe  whom  he  had  injured/’ 


Deportment  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle 
from  the  time  of  his  Capture  to 

that  of  his  Execution ,  2685. 

( From  the  Same.) 

Before  he  left  the  Caftle  (of 
Edinburgh)  he  had  his  dinner  at 
the  ufual  hour,  at  which  he  dif- 
eourfed,  not  only  calmly,  but  even 
cheerfully,  with  Mr.  Charteris 
and  others.  After  dinner  he  re¬ 
tired,  as  was  his  cuftom,  to  his 
bed-chamber,  where,  it  is  recorded, 
that  he  flept  quietly  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  While  he 
was  in  bed,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  council  came  and  intimated  to 
the  attendants  a  defire  to  fpeak 
with  him  :  upon  being  told  that 
the  earl  was  afleep,  and  had  left 
orders  not  to  be  difturbed,  the 
manager  difbelieved  the  account, 
which  he  confidered  as  a  device  to 
avoid  further  queltionings.  To 
fatisfy  him,  the  door  of  his  bed¬ 
chamber  was  half  opened,  and  he 
then  beheld,  enjoying  a  Tweet  and 
tranquil  dumber,  the  man  who,  by 
the  doom  of  him  and  his  fellows, 
was  to  die  within  the  fpace  of  two 
fhort  hours?  Struck  with  the 
fight,  he  hurried  out  of  the  room, 
quitted  the  Caftle  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation,  and  hid  himfelf  in 
the  lodgings  of  an  acquaintance 
who  lived  near,  where  he  flung 
himfelf  upon  the  firft  bed  that  pre- 
fented  xtfelf,  and  had  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  man  fuffering  the 
moft  excruciating  torture.  His 
friend,  who  had  been  apprifed  by 
*he  fervant  of  the  flate  he  was  in. 


and  who  naturally  concluded  that 
he  was  ill,  offered  him  fome  wine* 
He  refufed,  faying,  (i  No,  no,- 
that  will  not  help  me ;  I  have 
been  in  at  Argyle,  and  faw  him 
deeping  as  pleafantly  as  ever  rnan 
did,  within  an  hour  of  eternity® 

But  as  for  me - — /’  The  name 

of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  anec¬ 
dote  relates,  is  not  mentioned,  and 
the  truth  of  it  may  therefore  be 
fairly  confidered  as  liable  to  that 
degree  of  doubt,  with  which  men 
of  judgment  receive  every  fpecies 
of  traditional  hiflory.  Woodrow, 
however,  whofe  veracity  is  above 
fufpicion,  fays  he  had  it  from  the 
moft  unqueftionable  authority.  It 
is  not  in  itfelf  unlikely,  and  who 
is  there  that  would  not  wifh  it 
true?  What  a  fatisfactory  fpec- 
tacle  to  a  philofophic  mind,  to 
fee  the  oppreffor,  in  the  zenith  of 
his  power,  envying  his  vidim ! 
What  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
fuperiority  of  virtue!  what  an  af~ 
feding,  and  forcible  teftimony  to 
the  value  of  that  peace  of  mind, 
which  innocence  alone  can  confer  f 
We  know  not  who  this  man  was  ; 
but  when  we  refled,  that  the  guilt 
which  agonized  him  was  probably 
incurred  for  the  fake  of  foine  vaiw 
title,  or  at  leaft  of  fome  increafe 
of  wealth,  which  he  did  not  want, 
and  poflibly  knew  not  how  to  en¬ 
joy,  our  difguft  is  turned  into 
fomething  like  compaffion  for  that 
very  foolifh  clafs  of  men,  whom 
the  world  calls  wife  in  their  gene¬ 
ration. 

Soon  after  his  fhort  repofe  Ar¬ 
gyle  was  brought,  according  to 
order,  to  the  Laigh  council-houfe, 
from  which  place  is  dated  the  letter 
to  his  wife  ;  and  thence  to  the  place 
of  execution.  On  the  fcaffold  he 
had  fome  difeourfe,  as  well  with 

Mr* 


*  465 


CHARACTERS. 


Mr.  Annand,  a  minifter  appointed 
by  government  to  attend  him,  as 
with  Mr.  Charteris.  He  defiled 
both  of  them  to  pray  for  him,  and 
prayed  himfelf  with  much  fervency 
and  devotion.  The  fpeech  which 
he  made  to  the  people,  was  fuch  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  paffages 
already  related.  The  fame  mixture 
ol  firmnefs  and  mildnefs  is  con- 
fpicuous  in  every  part  of  it.  “  We 
ought  not/'  fays  he,  “  to  defpife 
our  afflictions,  nor  to  faint  under 
them.  We  muft  not  fuffer  our- 
felves  to  be  exafperated  againft 
the  inftruments  of  our  troubles, 
nor  by  fraudulent,  nor  pufillani- 
mous  compliances  bring  guilt  upon 
ourfelves  ;  faint  hearts  are  ordi¬ 
narily  falfe  hearts,  choofing  fin 
rather  than  fuffering.,,  He  offers 
his  prayers  to  God  for  the  three 
kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  and  that  an  end  may 
be  put  to  their  prefent  trials. 
Having  then  alked  pardon  for  his 
own  failings,  both  of  God  and 
man,  he  would  have  concluded  ; 
but  being  reminded  that  he  had 
faid  nothing  of  the  royal  family, 
he  adds,  that  he  refers,  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  to  what  he  had  faid  at  his 
trial  concerning  the  tcft  ;  that  he 
prayed  there  nevec  might  be  want¬ 
ing  one  of  the  royal  family  to  fup- 
port  the  Proteftant  religion,  and 
if  any  of  them  had  fwerved  from 
the  true  faith,  he  prayed  God  to 
turn  their  hearts,  but  at  any  rate 
to  fave  his  people  from  their  ma¬ 
chinations.  When  he  had  ended, 
he  turned  to  the  South  fide  of  the 
fcaffold,  and  faid,  “  Gentlemen,  I 
pray  y  cu  do  not  mifconftrudt  my 
behaviour  this  day  :  I  freely  for- 
g[  ve  all  men  their  wrongs  and 
injuries  done  againft  me,  as  I  de¬ 
fire  to  be  forgiven  of  God.”  Mr. 
Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 


Annand  repeated  rhefe  words  louder 
to  the  people.  The  earl  then  went 
to  the  North  fide  of  the  fcaffold, 
and  ufed  the  fame  or  the  like  ex- 
preffions.  Mr.  Annand  repeated 
them  again,  and  faid,  ((  This 
nobleman  dies  a  Proteftant.”  The 
earl  ftept  forward  again,  and  faid, 
f(  1  die  not  only  a  Proteftant,  but 
with  a  heart-hatred  of  popery, 
prelacy,  and  all  fuperftitlon  what- 
fomever.”  It  would  perhaps  have 
been  better  if  thefe  laft  expref- 
lions  had  never  been  uttered,  as 
there  appears  certainly  fomething 
of  violence  in  them,  unfui table 
to  the  general  tenour  of  his  lan¬ 
guage  ;  hut  it  muft  be  remem¬ 
bered,  firft,  that  the  opinion  that 
the  Pope  is  Antichrift  was  at  that 
time  general  among  almoft  all  the 
zealous  Proteftants  in  thefe  king¬ 
doms;  fecocdly,  that  Annand,  be¬ 
ing  employed  by  government,  and 
probably  an  Epifcopalian,  the  earl 
might  apprehend  that  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  minifter,  might  not 
convey  the  precife  idea,  which  he, 
Argyle,  affixed  to  the  word  Pro¬ 
teftant. 

He  then  embraced  his  friends, 
gave  fome  tokens  of  remembrance 
to  his  fon-in-law',  Lord  Maitland, 
for  his  daughter  and  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  ftript  himfelf  of  part  of  his 
apparel,  of  which  he  likewife  made 
prefents,  and  laid  his  head  upon 
the  block.  Having  uttered  a  fhort 

O 

prayer,  he  gave  the  fignal  to  the 
executioner,  which  was  inftantly 
obeyed,  and  his  head  fevered  from 
his  body.  Such  were  the  laft 
hours,  and  fuch  the  final  clofe,  of 
this  great  man’s  life.  May  the 
like  happy  ferenity  in  fuch  dread¬ 
ful  circumftances,  and  a  death 
equally  glorious,  be  the  lot  of  all, 
whom  tyranny,  of  whatever  deno- 
Series  *Hh  mmatioo 
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mination  or  defcription,  fhall  in 
any  age,  or  in  any  country,  call 
to  expiate  their  virtues  on  the 

fcaffoid  ! 

—  — ■— .-t,.  -.1 1 - rrts- - J 

Anecdotes  of  Buchanan . 

.>  From  Memoirs  of  his  Lifey  by  Mr, 
Irving ,) 

It  was,  perhaps,  the  alarming 
Hate  of  France  that  induced  Bu» 
chanan  to  haften  his  return  to  his 
native  country.  The  precife  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  return  has  not  been  as¬ 
certained ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  at  the  Scottifh  Court  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1562  ;  and  that  in  the  month 
of  April,  he  was  officiating  as 
claffical  tutor  to  the  queen,  who 
was  then  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
her  age.  Every  afternoon  fhe  pe¬ 
rilled  with  Buchanan  a  portion  of 
Livy.  This  author  is  not  com¬ 
monly  recommended  to  very  young 
Scholars ;  and  indeed  the  ftudy  of 
the  Latin  language  is  known  to 
have  occupied  a  confiderable  (hare 
of  her  previous  attention.  She  had 
been  fent  to  France  in  the  fixth 
year  of  her  age,  and  had  acquired 
every  accomplifhment  that  could 
adorn  her  ftation.  The  charms  of 
her  perfon  were  fo  confpicuous  as 
to  place  her  above  the  mod  elegant 
of  her  fair  cotemporaries  ;  and  the 
politli  of  her  mind  correfponded  to 
the  native  elegance  of  her  external 
form.  She  was  acquainted  not  only 
with  the  Scottifh  and  French,  but 
alfo  with  the  Italian  and  Spanith 
languages  ;  and  her  knowledge  of 
the  Latin  tongue  was  fuch  as  mo¬ 
dern  ladies  have  not  very  often 
furpafl'ed.  In  the  fourteenth  year 
.  of  her  age,  Ihe  pronounced,  before 
a  Splendid  auditory  of  the  French 


court,  a  Latin  declamation  againff 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  would  de¬ 
bar  the  female  fex  from  the  liberal 
ptirfuits  of  fcience  and  literature. 
This  oration,  which  fhe  had  herfelf 
compofed,  fhe  afterwards  tranflated 
into  French;  but  neither  the  origi¬ 
nal  nor  the  verfion  has  ever  been 
publifhed.  Some  of  her  Italian  and 
French  verfes  are,  however,  pre¬ 
ferred.  Mary  was,  unqueftionably, 
entitled  to  the  charafter  of  a  learned 
princefs;  but  her  fubfequent  con¬ 
duct  rather  ferves  to  confirm  than 
to  refute  the  cauftic  obfervation  of 
Muretus. 

((  The  sera  at  which  Buchanan 
finally  returned  to  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  was  highly  important.  After 
a  violent  ftruggle  between  the  old 
and  the  new  religion,  the  latter  had 
at  length  prevailed  :  its  do&rinesl 
and  difcipline  received  the  fan&ion 
of  parliament  in  the  year  1560.  For 
the  manly  principles  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation  he  had  always  cherifhed  a 
fecret  affeftion  ;  and  his  attach¬ 
ment,  as  he  candidly  owns,  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  perfonal  ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  grey  friars.  As  he 
now  refided  in  a  country  where  he 
could  avow  his  fentiments  without 
reflraint,  he  profeffed  bimfelf  a 
member  of  the  reformed  church 
of  Scotland  ;  and  this  accefiion  to 
their  caufe  was  duly  appreciated 
by  the  leaders  of  the  party.  The 
Earl  of  Murray  was  then  rifing 
towards  that  fummit  of  power 
which  he  afterwards  attained.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  Scottifh  nobles 
of  the  age  who  reverenced  litera¬ 
ture,  and  patronized  its  profefibrs* 
His  own  education  had  not  been 
negle&ed  ;  he  had  been  committed 
to  the  tuition  of  Ramus,  who  their 
prefided  over  the  College  of  de 
Prele  at  Paris.  For  Buchanan  he 
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foon  procured  a  ftation  of  fome  dig¬ 
nity  and  importance  :  as  commen- 
dator  of  the  priory  of  St.  Andrews, 
he  enjoyed  the  right  of  nominating 
the  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  Col¬ 
lege  ;  and  a  vacancy  occurring 
about  the  year  1566,  he  placed 
Buchanan  at  the  head  of  that  femi- 
nary.  The  mafterlhips  of  the  Scot- 
tiffi  colleges  are  generally  conferred 
on  ecclefiaftics  :  this  pradice  does 
not,  however,  in  each  inftance, 
refult  from  the  fundamental  ftatutes, 
but  from  the  influence  of  eftablifhed 
inodes.  It  has  indeed  been  alferted, 

that  Buchanan  was  not  a  mere  lav- 

* 

man,  but  a  dodlor  and  profefifor  of 
divinity.  This  fuppofition  is  evi¬ 
dently  devoid  of  foundation  ;  and 
its  author  ought  to  have  recollected 
the  diftinCtion  between  doctors  by 
office,  and  doctors  by  faculty. 
The  tenure  of  his  appointment 
would  feem  to  have  impofed  the 
talk  of  delivering  occafional  lec¬ 
tures  on  theology  ;  and  the  Ikill 
"with  which  he  difcufled  the  fubjedl 
of  prophetic  infpiration  is  com¬ 
memorated  in  the  unpublifhed  hif- 
tory  of  Calderwood.  The  theo¬ 
logical  prelections  of  a  gay  and 
fa  tirical  poet  muff:  have  excited  no 
ordinary  curioffty.  Buchanan  was 
a  man  of  universal  talent  :  and  the 
Itudy  of  theology  had  recently  oc¬ 
cupied  a  conffderable  lhare  of  his 
attention. 

“  On  his  return  to  Scotland,  he 
determined  to  publilh,  in  a  correCt 
manner,  the  poetical  works  which 
he  had  compofed  at  many  different 
periods  ot  his  variegated  life.  His 
paraphrafe  of  eighteen  pfalms  had 
already  appeared  as  a  fpecimen  ;  and 
the  whole  verfion  having  received 
the  polifh  ol  his  mafterly  hand,  he 
committed  it  to  H.  Stephanus. 
That  famous  printer  is  reprefented 


as  having  long  deferred  the  im« 
preffion  j  and  it  is  at  lead  certain 
that  the  manufcript  was  in  his  cuf- 
tody  fo  early  as  the  year  1562.  Its 
fuppreffion  might  be  imputed  to 
various  caufes ;  but  according  to 
the  very  learned  Hadrianus  Junius, 
he  had  protradted  the  edition  with 
the  fecret  view  of  claiming  this 
verfion  as  his  own,  in  the  event  of 
Buchanan’s  deceafe.  Many  cir- 
cumftances  render  this  fuppofitiora 
highly  improbable  :  and  it  muff  be 
recolledied  that  Junius  regarded 
with  manifeft  hoftility,  the  man 
to  whom  he  imputes  fo  flagitious  &. 
fcheme.  The  date  of  this  Aril 
complete  edition  is  uncertain  ;  for 
it  has  been  abfurdly  omitted  in  the 
book  itfelf.  It  was  printed  by 
Henricus  Stephanus  and  his  brother 
Robertus.  In  the  year  1566  they 
publilhed  a  fecond  edition,  which 
includes  the  author’s  tragedy  of 
Jepthes.  Buchanan,  in  the  title- 
page  of  both  impreflions,  is  ftyled 
Foetarum  noftri  fasculi  facile 
princeps;”  and  his  paraphrafe  was 
recommended  to  the  learned  world 
by  the  poetical  encomiums  of  fe« 
veral  refpedlable  fcholars ;  by  the 
Greek  verfes  of  H.  Stephanus,, 
Francifcus  Portus,  and  Fredericus 
Jamotius,  and  by  the  Latin  verfes 
of  Stephanus  and  Caftelvetro.  The 
name  of  Jamotius  is  not  fo  familiar 
to  learned  ears,  but  he  was  a  maix 
of  conffderable  erudition.  He  was 
a  native  of'  Bethune  in  Artois,  and 
by  profeffion  a  phyflcian.  CafteL* 
vetro,  an  Italian  critic  of  high 
reputation,  is  {till  regarded  as  one 
of  the  molt  fubtle  commentators  on 
Ariftotle’s  poetics.  Of  Buchanan’s 
fuperlative  genius,  Stephanus  was  a 
zealous  admirer ;  it  was  he  who 
conferred  upon  him  the  appellation 
of  chief  poet  of  the  age  ;  and  this 
*  H  h  2  honourable 
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honourable  title  was  afterwards  re- 
cognized  by  the  fcholars  of  France, 
Italy,  Germany,  and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Of  this  celebrated  printer, 
it  may  be  fafely  affirmed  -  that  he 
was  at  lead  as  much  inclined  to 
cenfure  as  to  commend  :  his  co¬ 
temporary  Jofeph  Scaliger,  though 
very  willing  to  applaud  his  eru¬ 
dition,  has  charafterized  him  as  a 
man  of  arrogant  and  mo  role  temper  ; 
and  even  his  fon-in-law,  the  candid 
and  amiable  Cafaubon,  however 
anxious  he  might  be  to  conceal  his 
infirmities,  has  occafionally  men¬ 
tioned  him  in  terms  of  fimilar  im¬ 
port.  The  erudition  of  Stephanus 
was  however  extenfive  and  pro¬ 
found  ;  infomuch  that  he  is  juftly 
regarded  as  the  mod  learned  printer 
who  has  yet  appeared.  He  was 
one  of  the  bed  Grecians  of  that 
laborious  age  ;  and  was  eminently 
{killed  in  the  Latin  as  well  as  in 
his  vernacular  language.  The 
Greek  tongue  he  dudied  before 
the  Latin;  and  this  unufual  method 
he  afterwards  recommended  as  the 
mod  eligible.  The  fervices  which 
he  rendered  to  the  caufe  of  litera¬ 
ture  were  fuch  as  entitle  him  to 
perpetual  gratitude:  before  his 
time,  Greek  books  were  extremely 
rare;  and  the  numerous  editions 
which  proceeded  from  his  prefs, 
are  generally  didinguifhed  for  their 
corredlnefs  and  elegance.  Of  his 
own  compofitions  it  is  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fpeak.  By  his  Thefaurus 
Lingua?  Grrncae,  as  well  as  by  fome 
of  his  philological  annotations,  he 
.undoubtedly  rendered  effential  fer- 
**#pe  to  claffical  learning  ;  but  his 
efforts  at  a  higher  fpecies  of  ex¬ 
cellence  are  for  the  mod  part  at¬ 
tended  with  very  indifferent  fuc- 
ccefs.  Tie  produced  an  infinite 
mjrpber  ©f  little  works,  which 


certainly  difplay  but  a  flender 
fhare  of  judgment.  Among  other 
critical  lucubrations,  he  publifhed 
a  differtation  De  Criticis  Veteri- 
bus  Grascis  et  Latinis ;  and  on 
fuch  a  fubjedl,  a  curious  and  inter- 
eding  treatife  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pedited  from  fo  learned  a  man  :  this 
differtation,  however,  isfufficiently 
trifling  and  jejune.  Another  book 
he  has  profeffedly  written  on  the 
Latinity  of  Lipfius;  but  a  great 
part  of  it  is  occupied  with  confider- 
ations  refpedting  a  war  with  the 
Turks.  This,  fays  Scaliger,  ap¬ 
peared  fo  ridiculous,  that  fome 
perfon  propofed  to  entitle  it  ‘  De 
Lipdi  Latinite  adverfus  Turcam.* 
He  was  judicioullv  advifed  by 
Thuanus  and  by  P.  Pithceus  to  re- 
ftridl  himfeif  to  the  publication  of 
ancient  authors  ;  a  plan  by  which 
he  would  have  contributed  more 
effectually  to  the  advancement  of 
learning. 

“  Stephanus,  who  was  ambitious 
of  univerfal  excellence,  might  per¬ 
haps  expedt  to  obtain  the  fame  pre¬ 
eminence  among  the  Greek,  as  was 
due  to  Buchanan  among  the  Latin 
paraphrads  of  the  Pfalms.  But 
like  his  countryman  Serranus,  he 
did  not  complete  the  verdon  of 
which  he  publifhed  a  fpecimen. 
A  Greek  tranfl’ation  had  formerly 
been  exhibited  by  Apollinarius ; 
and  at  a  more  recent  sera,  others 
were  executed  with  different  de¬ 
grees  of  fuccefs  by  ASmilius  Portus, 
Petavius,  and  Duport.  The  Latin 
verfions  amount  to  a  very  large 
number ;  and  by  every  competent 
and  impartial  judge,  the  fuperiority 
has  always  been  awarded  to  Bu¬ 
chanan.  In  this  renowned  work, 
he  has  employed  no  fewer  than 
twenty-nine  varieties  of  metre ; 
and  each  of  them  with  the  utmoft 
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propriety  and  fkill.  The  adapta¬ 
tion  of  the  meafures,  the  harmony 
of  the  verfe,  the  elegance  and  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  dittion,  the  pious  and 
dignified  drain  of  the  phrafeology, 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  fe- 
cure  a  high  reputation  independent 
of  his  original  compofitions.  This 
production  indeed  difplays  all  the 
fpirit  and  freedom  of  an  original  : 
the  poet  feems  unfettered  by  the 
necefiity  of  adhering  to  a  pre- 
fcribed  train  of  thought ;  and  he 
often  rifes  to  all  the  enthufiafm 
and  fublimity  of  his  divine  pro¬ 
totype.  His  verfion  of  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourth  pfalm  might  alone 
have  conferred  upon  him  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  poet.  The  next  in 
merit  is,  perhaps,  the  hundred  and 
thirty-feventh ;  which  he  has 
clothed  in  elegiac  verfe  that  has 
feldom  or  never  been  fur  pa  fled.  His 
work  is  profefledly  a  paraphrafe  ; 
and  indeed  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  execute  a  ftriCt  tranflation  with 
any  degree  of  elegance.  That  he 
has  frequently  dilated  the  original 
thought,  is  fufficiendy  evident ; 
but  no  tranllator  has  been  more 
fuccefsful  in  retaining  the  fpirit 
and  effence.  It  is  not  certain  that 
Buchanan  was  intimately  acquainted, 
with  the  Hebrew  language  ;  but 
he  mull  have  confulted  with  dili¬ 
gence  the  principal  commentators 
on  the  book  of  Pfalms.  He  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  enjoyed  the  parti¬ 
cular  friendfhip  of  Francifcus  Va- 
tablus ;  and  to  have  derived  from 
that  famous  profefTbr  fome  more 
curious  elucidations  of  the  Hebrew 
text. 

“  From  his  admirable  verfion, 
he  has  carefully  excluded  fuch  ex- 
preflions  as  are  ilriCtly  and  folely 
applicable  to  fubjeCts  of  ciaflical 
mythology  j  but  as  he  had  adopted 


a  ciaflical  language,  it  would  have 
been  utterly  impoflible  to  exclude 
every  word  or  phrafe,  capable  pf 
fuggefting  the  mythological  allu- 
fions  of  his  Pagan  predecefTors. 
The  ancient  Pagans  often  addrciled 
Jupiter,  whom  they  regarded  as 
the  Supreme  Being,  in  a  ftrain  of 
phrafeology  which  may  reverently 
be  applied  to  the  true  God ;  and 
fometimes  perhaps  a  Chriftian  could 
not  feleft  words  more  fuitable  to 
the  devotional  ideas  that  may  arife 
in  his  mind.  When  he  writes  in 
a  language  which  derives  its  vital 
principles  from  a  people  whofe  ob¬ 
jects  of  worfhip  were  fictitious,  he 
cannot  exprefs  himfelf  without  em¬ 
ploying  words  originally  appro¬ 
priated  by  mythology  :  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  fpeech  are  already  afcer- 
tained,  and  the  only  expedient  that 
remains  is  a  happy  and  judicious 
adaptation.  Buchanan  has,  how¬ 
ever,  been  cenfured  by  a  late 
writer.  f  In  the  tranflation  of  a 
pfalm,’  fays  Lord  Woodhoufelee, 

(  we  are  fhocked  when  we  find  the 
Almighty  addreffed  by  the  epithets 
of  a  heathen  divinity,  and  his  attri¬ 
butes  celebrated  in  the  language  and 
allufions  proper  to  the  Pagan  my¬ 
thology.’ —  in  the  entire  tranflation 
of  the  pfalms  by  Johnfton,  we  do 
not  find  a  lingle  inffance  of  fimilar 
impropriety.  And  in  the  admira¬ 
ble  verfion  by  Buchanan,  there  are 
(to  my  knowledge)  only  two  paf- 
fages  which  are  cenfurable  on  that 
account.  The  one  is  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  pfalm  : 

“  0  pater,  0  hominum  dioum^ue  aeterna 
poteftas !” 

which  is  the  firff  line  of  the  fpeech 
of  Venus  to  Jupiter,  in  the  ioth 
iEneid  :  and  the  other  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  pfalm  lxxxii,  where  two  en¬ 
tire 
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tire  lines,  with  the  change  of  one 
Syllable ;  are  borrowed  from  Ho¬ 
race  : 

Begum  timendorum  in  proprios  greges, 
lieges  in  ipsos  imperium.  eft  Joice. 

*  In  the  latter  example,  the  poet 
probably  judged  that  the  change  of 
'Jfovis  into  Java  removed  all  ob¬ 
jection  ;  and  Ruddiman  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  vindicate  the  divum 
of  the  former  palfage,  by  applying 
it  to  Hints  or  angels :  but  allow¬ 
ing  there  were  fufficient  apology 
for  both  thefe  words,  the  impro¬ 
priety  (till  remains;  for  the  au 
fociated  ideas  prefent  themfelves 
immediately  to  the  mind,  and  we 
are  juftly  offended  with  the  literal 
adoption  of  an  addrefs  to  Jupiter 
in  a  hymn  to  the  Creator.’  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  general  effeCt  of 
the  two  paffages,  it  may  at  leaft 
be  affirmed  that  thofe  particular 
words  are  employed  without  any 
degree  of  impropriety.  In  the 
original  Scriptures,  the  angels  are 
repeatedly  denominated  gods :  and 
Jova  is  manifeflly  the  tetragrarru 
xnaton  of  the  Hebrews,  or  that 
name  of  the  Supreme  Being  which 
confifts  of  four  letters.  To  infert 
the  word  Jehovah  in  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  a  pfalm,  certainly  cannot 
be  deemed  reprehenfible. 

“  Some  feeble  attemptshave  been 
made  to  difpoffefs  Buchanan  of  his 
high  pre-eminence  in  this  depart¬ 
ment.  Dr.  Eglifham  had  the  va¬ 
nity  to  fuppofe  himfelf  capable  of 
executing  a  paraphrafe,  fuperior  to 
that  of  his  illuftrious  countryman; 
and  was  even  fo  infatuated  as  to 
exhibit  a  verfion  of  the  hundredth 
and  fourth  pfalm  in  contraft  with 
his.  On  Buchanan’s  tranilation  of 
that  pfalm,  he  at  the  fame  time 
publifhed  a  furious  criticifm ;  which 


he  concludes  very  complacently* 
by  fubmitting  his  lucubrations  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Paris.  His  fever  of  vanity  was 
however  expelled,  and  by  a  very 
violent  remedy.  Dr.  Johnfton, 
who  was  aware  that  the  reputation 
of  his  native  land  was  clofely  con¬ 
nected  with  that  cf  Buchanan,  ex* 
pofed  the  phrenfy  of  Eglifham  in 
a  galling  fatire  ;  and  Dr.  Barclay, 
another  learned  phyfician,  refuted 
his  captious  criticififts,  and  expofed 
the  puerility  of  the  verfion  which 
he  had  exhibited  in  fo  hazardous  a 
pofition. 

Arthur  Johnfton  was  one  of  the 
beft  Latin  poets  of  the  age  in  which 
he  fkmrifhed.  His  original  compo- 
fitions  are  diflinguifhed  by  a  fpirit 
of  clafficai  elegance ;  and  he  has  ex¬ 
ecuted  a  complete  paraphrafe  of  the 
Pfalms,  which  is  regarded  as  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  every  other  poet  ex- 
cept  Buchanan.  Of  Buchanan’s  fu« 
periority  he  profeffes  to  have  been 
abundantly  aware  ;  but  fome  of  his 
fervent  admirers  have  attempted  to 
elevate  him  f  above  all  Greek, 
above  all  Roman  fame.’  Lauder,  a 
man  notorious  for  his  impoftures, 
was  the  firft  who  endeavoured  to: 
eftablifti  Johnfton’s  reputat:on  on 
the  ruin  of  Buchanan’s ;  and  his 
projeCl  found  an  immediate  abettor 
in  Mr.  Benfon,  an  Englifh  gentle¬ 
man  of  fome  fmall  fcholarfhip,  and 
of  more  than  fufficient  confidence 
in  his  own  powers.  Buchanan’s 
defence  againft  Lauder  was  under¬ 
taken  by  Mr.  Love;  againft  Benfon, 
by  Mr.  Ruddiman,  a  more  formida¬ 
ble  antagonift.  Not  fatisfied  with 
overwhelming  Johnfton  with  hyper¬ 
bolical  praife,  Mr.  Benfon  had  la¬ 
boured  to  prove  that  Buchanan’s  pa¬ 
raphrafe  is  unworthy  the  commen¬ 
dation  which  it  has  received  ;  but 
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Iiis  magifterial  and  (hallow  criti- 
cifms  were  moft  completely  ex. 
pofed  by  that  excellent  gramma¬ 
rian,  whofe  elaborate  performance, 
though  perhaps  fomewhat  deficient 
in  compreffion,  may  ftill  be  recom¬ 
mended  for  its  intrinfic  value. 

t(  The  elegantand  melodious  ver- 
fion  of  Johnfton  is  almofl  entirely 
reftriCted  to  the  elegiac  meafure,  in 
which  he  had  attained  to  great  pro¬ 
ficiency.  In  the  hundredth  and 
nineteenth  pfalm  alone,  his  metre 
is  varied;  and  each  ftanza  is  exhi¬ 
bited  in  a  new  fpecies  of  verfe. 
Buchanan’s  plan  of  varying  the 
meafure  according  to  the  character- 
iftics  of  the  poem,  was  evidently 
more  eligible  to  a  writer  who  pof- 
fefled  fuch  verfatility  of  talent. 
His  friend  Beza  has  likewife  adopt¬ 
ed  a  variety  of  metres  ;  but  he  has 
not  perhaps  fele&ed  them  with 
equal  judgment. 

“  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  who  was 
king’s  advocate  from  1626  till 
1641,  and  who  is  well  known  to 
Scottifh  lawyers,  rauft  alfo  be  com¬ 
memorated  among  the  Scottifh  po. 
ets  who  have  executed  Latin  pa- 
raphrafes  of  this  facred  bbok.  His 
verfion  (till  remains  in  manufcript ; 
and  its  merit  is  not  perhaps  fuf- 
ficient  to  render  its  publication  an 
object  of  much  folicitude. 

“  Buchanan’s  paraphrafe  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  read  in  the  principal 
fchools  of  Scotland,  and  perhaps  in 
thofe  of  fome  other  countries. 
Lauder’s  attempt  to  fupplant  it  by 
that  of  Johnfton  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful.  During  the  life-time  of  Bu¬ 
chanan,  it  had  begun  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  fchools  of  Germany  ; 
and  its  various  meafures  had  been 
accommodated  to  appropriate  me¬ 
lodies  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
^haunted  by  academics.  Tope  Ur» 


ban  the  Eighth,  himfelf  a  poet  of 
no  mean  talents,  is  faid  to  have 
averred  that  *  'twas  pity  it  was 
written  by  fo  great  a  heretic,  for 
otherwife  it  (hould  have  been  fung 
in  all  churches  under  his  authority/ 
The  famous  Bifhop  Bedell  *  loved 
it  beyond  all  other  Latin  poetry 
and  Nicolas  Bourbon,  who  was 
himfelf  a  poet  of  confiderable  ce¬ 
lebrity,  declared  that  he  would 
rather  have  been  the  author  of 
this  paraphrafe  than  Arehbifhop 
of  Paris.’ 

“  When  Buchanan  configned  his 
pfalms  to  the  printer,  he  was  pro¬ 
bably  engaged  in  fuperintending  the 
ciafiical  ftudies  of  Queen  Mary  ; 
and  to  that  moft  accomplifhed  and 
moft  hopeful  princefs,  he  gratefully 
inferibed  a  work  deftined  for  im¬ 
mortality.  His  dedication  has  re¬ 
ceived,  and  indeed  is  entitled  to  the 
higheft  commendation  for  its  terfe- 
nefs,  compreffion,  and  delicacy. 

**  Nympha,  Caledonia;  qua;  nunc  felici- 
tur  orffi 

Mifla  per  innumeros  sceptra  tueris 
a vos ; 

Quae  fortem  antevenis  mentis,  virtutibus 
ai.nos, 

Sexum  animis,  morum  nobilitate  genus, 
Accipa(fed  f  icilis)  cultu  donata  Latino 

Carmina,  t’atidici  nobile  regis  opus. 

Ilia  quidem  Cirrha  procul  et  Permeffid® 
lympha, 

Pene  liib  Arttoi  fidere  nnta  poli ; 

Non  tameu  aufns  eram  male  natum  ex- 
ponere  foetum, 

Ne  mihi  difpliceant  quae  placuere  tibi - 
Nam  quod  ab  ingenio  clomini  lperare  ne* 
quibant, 

Debebunt  genio  forfitan  ilia  tuo.” 

<(  Buchanan  recommended  him¬ 
felf  to  the  queen  by  other  poe  ical 
tributes.  One  of  his  moft  beauti¬ 
ful  productions  is  the eptthalamnmi 
which  he  comnofed  on  her  firft  nup¬ 
tials.  This  attractive  fubject  had 
alfo  excited  the  poetical  talents  of 
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De  l’Hofpital  and  Turnebus ;  but 
the  rival  compofition  of  Buchanan 
difplays  a  fertility  of  fancy,  and  a 
felicity  of  diction,  which  preclude 
all  comparifon. 

u  The  elegant  poem  which  he 
compofed  on  the  birth  of  his  future 
pupil  king  James,  affords  an  inte- 
refting  proof  of  the  early  foiicitude 
with  which  he  regarded  his  deftiny, 
as  connected  with  the  welfare  of  his 
native  country. 

et  Vos  quoque  feiices  felici  prole  parentes, 
Jam  tenerum  teneris  puerum  coiii'uelcite 
ab  annis 

fan6l unique  bibat  virtutis  amo- 
rem 

Cum  lafte  ;  et  primis  pietas  comes  addita 
eunis 

Confonuetnue  animum,  et  pariter  cum 
eorpore  ere  feat. 

Non  ita  convert!  puppis  moderamine  clavi 
BJeftitur,  ut  populi  pendent  a  principe 

mores. 

Non  career,  legumque  minas,  torvaique 
fecures 

Sic  animos  terrent  trepicLs  formidine 
poenre, 

Ut  verm  virtutis  honos,  morefque  modelti 
Itegis,  et  innocui  decus  et  reverentia 
iceptri 

^onvertunt  mentes  ad  honefta  exempla 
tequaces.” 

(e  Several  of  his  mifcellaneous 
poems  of  lefs  importance  relate  to  the 
fame  accomplifhed  princefs  ;  who 
was  not  infenfible  of  his  powerful 
claims  upon  the  protection  of  his 
country.  In  the  year  1564,  fhe 
had  rewarded  his  literary  merit  by 
conferring  on  him  the  temporalities 
of  the  abbey  of  Crofsragwell ;  which 
amounted  in  apn-uaj  valuation  to  the 
fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  Scot- 
tifh  currency. 

i(  But  while  he  thus  enjoyed  the 
favour  of  the  queen,  he  did  not  neg¬ 
lect  his  powerful  friend  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  To  that  nobjeman  he  in- 
feribed  his  Frandf cairns  during  the 


fame  year.  The  date  of  the  ear- 
lieft  edition  is  uncertain  ;  but  the 
dedication  was  written  at  St.  An¬ 
drews  on  the  5th  of  June,  1564, 
when  he  was  perhaps  refiding  in  the 
Earl’s  houfe. 

“  He  at  the  fame  time  prepared 
for  the  prefs  his  mifcellany  entitled 
Fratres  Fraterrimi ;  a  collection  of 
fatires,  aimoft  entirely  directed 
again!!  the  impurities  of  the  Popifh 
church.  The  abfurdity  of  its  doc¬ 
trines,  and  the  immoral  lives  of  its 
priefts,  afforded  hun  an  ample  field 
for  the  exercife  of  his  formidable 
talents ;  and  he  has  alternately  em¬ 
ployed  the  weapons  of  farcaflic 
irony  and  vehement  indignation. 
His  admirable  wit  and  add  refs  mull 
have  contributed  to  promote  the 
caufe  which  Luther  had  fo  ardently 
efpoufed  ;  arid  Buchanan  ought  alfo 
to  be  claffed  with  the  moft  illuftri- 
ous  of  the  reformers.  Guy  Patin 
was  fo  fafeinated  with  his  fatirical 
powers,  that  he  committed  to  me¬ 
mory  all  his  epigrams,  his  Fraud/ - 
canus }  and  his  Fratres  Fraterrimi . 
After  having  particularized  fome  of 
Buchanan’s  verfes,  he  fubjoins,  Vir¬ 
gil  never  produced  better,  but  it 
has  required  fifteen  centuries  to 
produce  a  poet  like  Virgil.  The 
lively  and  intelligent  phyfician  was 
evidently  no  bigot  :  many  decided 
Papifts  have,  however,  mentioned 
the  heretical  poet  with  enthufiafm; 
though  fuch  indeed  as  expeded  pre¬ 
ferment,  have  conifantly  interpofed 
a  formal  caution  relative  to  his 
herefy. 

To  thefe  fatires,  which  feem 
to  have  been  compofed  in  Scotland, 
Portugal,  and  Fiance,  he  prefixed 
a  poetical  dedication  to  his  friend 
Carolus  Utenhovius.  Buchanan 
and  Utenhovius  apparently  main¬ 
tained  a  particular  intimacy  ;  and 
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they  have  repeatedly  interchanged 
poetical  compliments. 

“  Carolus  Utenhovius  was  born 
at  Ghent,  in  the  year  1536.  His 
grandfather  Nicholas  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  his  rank,  his  prudence, 
and  his  erudition  ;  and  his  father, 
who  bore  the  Jams  baptifmal  name 
with  hrmfelf,  was  confidered  as  a 
man  of  piety  and  eloquence.  The 
friend  of  Buchanan  profecuted  his 
fludies  at  Paris  with  more  than 
common  fuccefs.  His  birth  feems 
to  have  been  fuperior  t  o  his  fortune  ; 
for  he  engaged  himfelf  as  preceptor 
to  the  daughters  of  Jean  de  Morel, 
fo  highly  celebrated  for  their  lite¬ 
rature.  He  afterwards  vifited  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  train  of  Paul  de  Foix, 
the  French  ambaffador  ;  and  his 
poetical  incenfe  recommended  him 
to  the  notice  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Having  entered  into  the  matrimo¬ 
nial  date,  he  fettled  at  Cologne  ; 
where  he  died  of  an  apoplexy  in 
the  year  1600.  Thuanus  reprefents 
him  as  a  wanderer  ail  his  life,  but 
dill  condant  in  his  love  of  poetry. 
His  works  chiefly  confid  of  mifcel- 
laneous  verfes,  compofed  in  feven 
different  languages,  ancient  and 
modern.  He  was  long  underflood 
to  be  engaged  in  preparing  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Dionyfiacs  of  Nonnus, 
together  with  a  Latin  tranflation  ; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  Falkenbur- 
gius,  he  was  excellently  qualified 
for  the  talk.  T  his  edition,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  make  its  appearance. 

ic  In  the  year  1567,  Buchanan 
publifhed  another  colleftion,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Elegies,  S'il'Vce,  11  endec  ajjl- 
labi.  To  this  mifcellany  was  pre¬ 
fixed  an  epifl'e  to  his  friend  Peter 
Daniel;  a  learned  man,  who  is  dill 
remembered  for  his  edition  of  Virgil 
with  the  commentary  of  Servtus. 
This  epiftie  contains  feveral  hints 


relative  to  the  hifiory  of  the  au¬ 
thor's  poetical  works.  ‘  Between 
the  occupations  of  a  court/  fays 
Buchanan,  f  and  the  annoyance  of 
difeafe,  1  have  hardly  been  able  to 
deal  any  portion  of  time,  which  I 
could  either  devote  to  my  friends 
or  to  myfelf ;  and  I  have  therefore 
been  prevented  from  maintaining  a 
frequent  correfpondence;  with  my 
friends,  and  from4  colletding  my 
poems  which  lie  fo  widely  diperfed. 
For  my  own  part,  I  was  not  ex¬ 
tremely  folicitous  to  recal  them 
from  perdition  ;  for  the  fubje&s  are 
generally  of  a  trivial  nature,  and 
fuch  as  at  this  period  of  life  are  at 
once  calculated  to  infpire  me  with 
dTgufl  and  fhame.  But  as  Pierre 
Montaure,  and  fome  other  friends, 
to  whom  I  neither  can  nor  ought  to 
refufe  any  requefl,  demanded  them 
with  fuch  earneflnefs,  I  have  em¬ 
ployed  fome  of  my  leifure  hours  in 
collecting  a  portion,  and  placing  it 
in  a  date  of  arrangement.  With 
this  fpecimen,  which  confifls  of 
one  book  of  elegies,  another  of 
msfeellanies,  and  a  third  of  hende. 
cafyllables,  I  in  the  mean  time  pre- 
fent  you.  When  it  fhall  fuit  your 
convenience,  I  beg  you  will  com. 
municate  them  to  Montaure,  and 
other  philological  friends,  without 
whofe  advice  I  trufl  you  will  not' 
adopt  any  meafure  relative  to  their 
publication.  In  a  Ihort  time  I 
propole  fending  a  book  of  iambics, 
another  of  epigrams,  another  of 
odes,  and  perhaps  fome  other  pieces 
of  a  fimilar  denomination  :  all  thefe 
1  wifh  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  my 
friends,  as  I  have  finally  deter¬ 
mined  to  rely  more  on  their  judg¬ 
ment  than  on  my  own.  In  my 
paraphrafe  of  the  Pfalms,  I  have 
corrected  many  typographical  er¬ 
rors,  and  have  likewife  made  vari¬ 
ous 
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0us  alterations  :  I  mu  ft  therefore 
jequeft  you  to  advife  Stephanus  not 
to  publilh  a  new  edition  without 
my  knowledge.  Hitherto  I  have 
not  found  leifure  to  finifh  the  fe- 
cond  book  of  my  poem  De  Sphcera ; 
and  therefore  I  have  not  made  a 
tranfcript  of  the  ft rft  :  as  foon  as 
the  former  is  completed,  I  {hall 
tranfmit  them  to  you.  Salute  in 
my  name  all  our  friends  at  Orleans, 
and  fuch  others  as  it  may  be  con¬ 
venient.  Farewell.  Edinburgh, 
July  the  twenty-fourth,  1566/  The 
two  friends  whom  Buchanan  parti¬ 
cularizes  in  this  letter,  were  men 
of  no  inconftderable  diftindlion. 
Pierre  Montaure,  who  has  been 
commemorated  by  Thuanus  as  a 
jnan  of  excellent  talents,  was  mas¬ 
ter  of  the  requefts,  a  counfellor  of 
ftate,  and  keeper  of  the  royal  li¬ 
brary.  He  compofed  Latin  verfes 
with  uncommon  felicity,  and  was 
profoundly  (killed  ip  the  mathema¬ 
tical  fciences.  His  attachment  to 
the  caufe  of  rational  religion  in¬ 
volved  hint  in  misfortune  :  having 
been  driven  from  Orleans,  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  he  retired  to  San- 
cerrefur  Loire,  where  his  unmerit- 
ted  exile  was  foon  terminated  by 
death.  He  died  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft,  1570;  and  his  intimate  friend 
.DePHofpital  compofed  his  epitaph 
in  affe&ionate  and  indignant  terms. 
His  library ,  which  was  uncommonly 
rich  in  mathematical  manuferipts, 
was  piilaged  during  the  fubfequent 
tumults  oFSt,  Bartholomew.  Henry 
des  Mefmes,  who  was  mailer  of  the 
requefts,  and  enjoyed  other  offices 
of  dignity,  defeended  from  a  fa¬ 
mily  that  derived  its  remote  line¬ 
age  from  the  native  country  of  Bu¬ 
chanan.  Although  he  did  not  court 
the  fame  of  authorlhip,  few  indi¬ 
viduals  have  been  more  generally 


known  among  their  learned  cofetrs-*. 
poraries.  He  was  not  only  a  gene¬ 
rous  encourager  of  literature,  but 
was  himfelf  a  man  of  erudition.  He 
was  pofteffed  of  a  noble  library, 
which  was  always  acceffible  to  the 
learned  ;  and  his  illuftrious  family 
was  long  afterwards  diftinguiftied 
for  the  fame  liberality  of  condufL 
Buchanan  was  not  the  only  poet 
who  confided  in  the  critical  judg¬ 
ment  of  Des  Mefmes  ;  his  deciftons 
feem  to  have  been  very  generally 
regarded  with  the  utmoft  deference. 
Having  retired  from  the  court  in 
difguft,  he  died  in  the  month  of 
Auguft,  1596,  at  the  age  of  iixty- 
four. 

“  His  promife  relative  to  the 
three  books  of  iambics,  epigrams, 
and  odes,  Buchanan  feems  to  have 
forgotten  :  after  an  interval  of  near¬ 
ly  ten  years,  Daniel  ftrongly  urged 
its  performance.  It  is  not  certain 
whether  thofe  poems  were  printed 
before  the  author  -s  deceafe  ;  but 
they  now  contribute  to  form  the 
{lately  and  variegated  monument 
of  his  fame.  Of  his  fhort  and  mif- 
ceilaneous  pieces,  the  fiibjeds  are 
fometimes  indeed  of  a  trivial  na¬ 
ture  ;  but  even  thofe  lighter  efforts 
ferve  to  evince  the  wonderful  ver- 
fatility  ol  his  mind.  His  epigrams, 
which  confift  of  three  books,  are 
not  the  leaft  remarkable  of  his  com«. 
pofitions :  the  terfenefs  of  the  dic¬ 
tion,  the  dufrility  and  pungency  of 
the  thought,  have  defervedly  placed 
them  in  the  very  ftrft  clafs.  The 
general  admiration  which  they  have 
excited,  appears  from  the  frequency 
with  which  they  are  tranflated  and 
imitated  by  poets  ©f  various  coun-, 
tries.  The  pointed  epigram  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  favourite  mode  of  in¬ 
tellectual  exercife  with  the  French  1 
and  feveral  accomplilhed  fcholars 
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©f  that  nation  have  fufficiently  in¬ 
dicated  their  approbation  of  Bu¬ 
chanan’s  epigrammatic  wit.  Me¬ 
nage,  who  has  pronounced  all  his 
verfes  to  be  excellent,  was  particu¬ 
larly  delighted  with  the  felicity  of 
the  fubfequent  lines. 

«*  Ilia  mihi  temper  prsefenti  dura  Nesera, 
Me,  quoties  abi'um,  temper  abefle  dolet. 
Non  deiiderio  noftii,  non  moeret  amore, 

Sed  fe  non  uoftro  poffe  dolore  irui.” 

That  admirable  philologer  has  imi¬ 
tated  them  in  one  of  his  Italian 
madrigals. 

“  Chi  creduto  Pavrebbe  ? 

L’empia,  ia  cruda  Iole 
Del  mio  parlir  fx  duole. 

A  quel  finto  dolore 
Non  ti  fid<.r,  nxio  core. 

None  vera  pietude 

^uella  che  montira,  no ;  ma  crudeltade. 
Dell’  afpro  mio  martire 
La  cruda  vuol  gioire  ; 

Udir  la  cruda  i  miei  iofpiri  ardenti, 

E  mirar  vuole  i  dqri  miei  tormenti.” 

M.  de  la  Monnoye,  a  man  of  ex- 
tenfive  and  accurate  literature, 
tranflated  the  fame  epigram  into 
French. 

**  Philis,  qui  t£te  a  tete  infenfible  a  raes 

feux, 

Comte  pour  rien  mes  pleurs,  mes  foupirs, 
et  mes  voeux, 

Quand  je  fuis  61oigne  regrette  ma  pre¬ 
fence. 

Ah !  dois-je  la-deflus  me  flater  vainement  ? 
Non,  non,  le  d£plaifir  qu’elle  a  de  moa 
abtence 

Lui  vient  de  ne  pouvoir  joui’r  de  morx 
tourment.” 

Buchanan’s  epigram  In  Zoilum  has 
frequently  been  repeated  with  relilh, 
and  frequently  tranflated. 

M  Frnftra  ego  te  laudo,  fruftra  me,  Zoile, 
laedis : 

Nemo  mihi  credit,  Zoile,  nemo  tibi.” 

Menage,  who  has  written  another 


in  the  very  fame  ftrain,  avers  that 
Buchanan,  as  well  as  himfelf,  was 
indebted  to  the  profe  of  Libanius. 

Mad/  7,d7)£,}taL  s-£  h raivafr 

Gy  yap  ejWoTf,  y  cot?  thVk  <t<  Xoycn;. 

The  following  verfes  of  M.  de  la 
Monnoye  are  profefledly  a  transla¬ 
tion  of  Buchanan’s  diflich. 

*c  Tu  dis  par  tout  du  mal  de  moi, 

Je  dis  par  tout  du  bien  de  toi. 

Quel  malheur  eft  le  nd.tre  ! 

L’on  ne  nous  croit  m  Pun  ni  l’autre  ” 

His  epigrammatic  epitaph  on  Jaco** 
bus  Silvius,  a  famous  profeflor  of 
phyfic  in  the  univerfity  of  Paris, 
fhali  clofe  thefe  motley  tranfcripts* 

“  Silvius  hie  fitus  eft,,  gratis  qui  nil  dedit 
unquam : 

Mortuus  et  gratis  quod  legis  ifta  dolet.n 

Silvius  was  famous  for  his  learning, 
and  infamous  for  the  moft  fordid 
avarice.  Buchanan’s  indignation 
had  been  provoked  by  the  indecent 
rage  which  he  publicly  teftified 
againft  two  poor  fludents,  who  had 
occafionally  attended  his  preiedliona 
without  paying  their  fees.  He  died 
in  the  year  1555  ;  and  fo  little  was 
his  memory  revered  among  his ‘pu¬ 
pils,  that  during  the  very  crifls'of 
his  funeral  fervice,  fome  of  them 
exhibited  Buchanan’s  epigram  on 
the  door  of  the  church.  H.  Ste- 
phanus  has  tranflated  this  diflich 
into  French. 

“  Ici  gift  Sylvius,  auquelonc  en  fa  vie 
De  donner  rxen  gratis  ne  prit  aucun© 
envie  : 

Et  ores  qu’il  eft  mort  et  tout  ronge  de  vers,. 
Encores  a  defpit  qu’011  lit  gratis  ces  vers.” 

<f  The  editors  of  Buchanan  have 
uniformly  inferted  among  his  works, 
and  without  any  fuggeftion  of  its 
fpurioidnefs,  an  epigram  on  Julius 
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the  fecond,  which  was  perhaps  writ¬ 
ten  before  Buchanan  was  born,  and 
certainly  before  he  had  exceeded  the 
feventeenth  year  of  his  age.  It  was 
compofed  and  circulated  during  the 
life-time  of  that  pontiff,  who  died 
on  the  twenty-fecond  of  February, 
1513  ;  and  James  Lafcaris  had  ob¬ 
tained  his  favour  by  repelling  it  in 
another  epigram,  where  the  fame 
topics  are  converted  to  his  praife. 
In  one  colleftion,  the  fatirical  lines 
are  afcribed  to  C.  Gr.  fuppofed  to 
be  Conradus  Grebelius  of  Zurich. 

(<  In  the  prefent  arrangement  of 
Buchanan’s  poetry,  no  feparate  book 
of  odes  is  to  be  found  ;  but  a  large 
proportion  of  his  Mifcellanea  is  of 
the  lyric  denomination.  In  his  pa¬ 
raphrase  of  the  Pfalms,  lyric  mea¬ 
sures  are  chiefly  employed  ;  and 
many  odes  occur  among  his  other 
productions.  In  this  department 
of  compofition,  as  well  as  in  various 
others,  he  defervedly  holds  the  Arft 
rank  among  the  modern  Latinifts. 
His  didion  is  terfe  and  elegant,  his 
numbers  are  harmonious  ;  and  as 
his  genius  poflefled.a  native  eleva¬ 
tion,  he  did  not  find  it  requifite  to 
invert  his  thoughts  with  an  eternal 
pomp  of  words.  Several  of  the  mo¬ 
derns,  and  even  Cafimir  himfelf, 
feem  to  have  entertained  an  opinion 
that  the  dignity  of  lyric  poetry  can¬ 
not  be  fupported  without  the  per- 
peruai  ftraining  after  brilliant  meta¬ 
phors  and  gorgeous  diction  ;  from 
an  adherence  to  this  notion,  their 
productions  are  often  removed  to 
an  equal  dirtance  from  claflical  ele¬ 
gance,  and  from  genuine  fubliinity. 
Buchanan’s  didlion  is  lofty  when 
the fubjedt  requires  it;  but  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  Horace  had  fuggefted  to  him 
that  every  ode  need  not  aim  at  fu- 
blimity,  and  that  every  fublime  ode 
need  not  be  darkened  by  an  un¬ 


broken  cloud  of  metaphors.  His 
ode  on  the  firrt  of  May  has  been 
very  honourably  diftinguifhed  by  a 
late  ingenious  and  elegant  writer. 
‘  I  know  not,’  fays  Mr.  Alifon, 
4  any  inrtance  where  the  effedl  of 
alfociation  is  fo  remarkable  in  be¬ 
llowing  fublimity  on  objects,  to 
which  it  does  not  naturally  belong, 
as  in  the  following  inimitable  poem 
of  Buchanan’s,  on  the  month  of 
May.  This  feafon  is,  in  general, 
fitted  to  excite  emotions  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  fublimity,  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  poems  which  have  been 
written  in  celebration  of  it,  dwell 
uniformly  on  its  circumftances  of 
‘vernal  joy.’  In  this  ode,  how’- 
ever,  the  circumftances  which  the 
poet  has  feleded,  are  of  a  kind 
which  to  me  appear  inexpreflibly 
fubliine,  and  diftinguifn  the  poem 
itfelf  by  a  degree  and  chara&er  of 
grandeur  which  I  have  feldom 
found  equalled  in  any  other  compo¬ 
fition.’ 

44  His  book  of  elegies,  nine  in 
number,  is  compofed  with  his  ufual 
felicity.  Some  of  them,  however, 
which  relate  to  the  ladies  are  not 
the  mo  ft  pleafing  of  his  perform¬ 
ances.  The  moil  beautiful  of  thefe 
poems  is  the  elegy  on  the  firft  of 
May  ;  a  feafon  which  awoke  in  Bu¬ 
chanan  the  fineft  emotions  of  a  truly 
poetical  mind.  The  whole  is  ten¬ 
der  and  exquifite  ;  but  the  opening 
may  be  produced  as  no  unfavoura¬ 
ble  fpecimen. 

**  Fella  vacant,  Igetifque  comes  Lafcivia 
feftis, 

At  chorus,  et  choreae  blandus  atnictfcs 
Amor :  1 

Ludit  et  admiffis  levis  Indulgentia  frenis, 

Et  levat  affueto  libera  colla  jugo. 

Interea  vigiies  paullum  fecedite  curze, 

Et  genitor  curae  dure  facefte  labor  : 

Efte  procul  lites,  et  amarte  jurgia  linguae, 
Mixtaque  flebiUbfis  Aaacfta  querela  fo¬ 
uls  5 


Dum 
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Dum  renovat  Maius  fcninm  revolubilis 
asvi, 

Et  tenerum  verno  pingit  hrmore  fo- 
lum  ; 

Dum  cocli  juvenile  decus,  nnindique  ju- 
venta, 

Per  non  ingratas  itquc  redilque  vices, 
Inque  recurrentes  fine  fine  revertitur  or- 
tus, 

Etnunquam  fellis  fecula  luftrat  equis.” 

Thefe  poetical  lines  are  conceived 
in  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  ancient 
elegy. 

“  In  the  fportive  effu lions  of  his 
youth,  Buchanan  has  occasionally 
indulged  a  vein  of  pruriency,  from 
which  feme  authors  have  very  rafh- 
ly  drawn  conclusions  refpecting  the 
morality  of  his  conduct.  ‘  His 
life/  fays  Dr.  Stuart,  ‘was  liberal 
like  his  opinions.  From  the  uncer¬ 
tain  condition  of  his  fortune,  from 
his  attachment  to  ftudy,  he  kept 
himfelf  free  from  the  reftraint  of 
marriage  ;  but  if  a  judgment  may 
be  formed  from  the  vivacity  of  his 
temper  and  the  wantonnefs  of  his 
verfes,  he  was  no  enemy  to  beauty 
and  to  love,  and  muft  have  known 
the  tumults  and  the  languors  of  vo- 
’luptuoufnefs/  The  neceffity  of  this 
inference  is  very  queftionable.  Dr. 
Biacklock  has  frequently  defcanted 
with  enthufiafin  on  the  beauties  of 
external  nature  ;  and  yet  he  was 
abfolutely  blind  from  his  infancy. 
Buchanan  might  allude  to  raptures 
which  he  never  felt.  His  friend 
Beza  had  indulged  his  youthful 
fancy  in  the  utmoft  freedom  of  de- 
feription  ;  yet  he  afterwards  pro- 
tefted  with  folemnity,  that  although 
his  verfes  were  lafeivious,  his  con¬ 
duct  was  chafte.  The  poets  of  that 
ara  feem  to  have  entertained  an 
opinion  that  no  man  was  entitled 
to  their  confraternity,  unlefs  he  had 
offered  an  early  facrifice  on  the  al¬ 
tars  of  Venus.  The  notion  they 
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might  partly  imbibe  from  their  per¬ 
petual  ftudy  of  the  Roman  authors  ; 
the  principal  Latin  poets  of  anti-, 
quity  had  bequeathed  for  their  ufe 
abundant  examples  of  elegant  ob~ 
feenity*  The  modern  Italians, 
whether  laymen  or  priefts,  did  not 
hefitare  to  follow  ancient  prece¬ 
dents  :  fome  of  the  productions  of 
Antonins  Panormita,  Pontanus,  and 
Bembus,  verge  upon  the  very  extre¬ 
mity  of  wantonnefs  and  impurity. 
Thefe  examples  palled  to  other  na¬ 
tions  ;  Secundus,  Bonefonius,  and 
many  eminent  poets  befide,  vied 
with  each  other  in  the  elegance  of 
their  language,  and  the  grolfnefs  of 
their  ideas.  And,  what  may  per¬ 
haps  be  regarded  as  ftill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  in  the  fcholaftic  com¬ 
pilations  publifhed  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  for  the  ufe  of  Latin  verfifiers, 
this  department  is  very  feldom  neg¬ 
lected  :  the  Epithetorum  Opus  of 
Jo.  Ravifius  Textor  exhibits  the 
molt  obfeene  words  in  the  Latin 
language,  ftudioully  illuftrated  by 
accurate  quotations  from  ancient 
and  modern  poets.  A  long  train 
of  Catholic  priefts  have  expatiated 
on  the  languors  of  love  and  the  ec- 
ftacies  of  enjoyment  :  as  they  were 
doomed  to  perpetual  celibacy,  they 
muft  either  have  entertained  a  hardy 
contempt  of  moral  reputation,  or 
fuppofed  that  fuch  productions 
would  be  regarded  as  mere  efforts 
of  a  poetical  fancy.  Even  the  re¬ 
nowned  queen  of  Navarre,  who  is 
reprefented  as  a  woman  of  confum. 
mate  virtue,  did  not  blulh  to  write 
what  few  modern  ladies  would  pro- 
fefs  to  read.  There  are  fome  poets, 
fays  Bayle,  who  are  equally  chafte 
in  their  verfes  and  in  their  conduct ; 
others  who  are  neither  chafte  in 
their  conduct  nor  in  their  verfes  : 
fome  there  are,  unchafte  in  their 

verfes. 
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verfes,  and  yet  chafte  in  their  con. 
duft ;  and  whofe  fire  is  entirely 
confined  to  the  head.  All  their 
wanton  liberties  are  fports  of  fancy  ; 
their  Candidas  and  their  Lefbias 
imillreffes  of  fifticn.  Dr.  Stuart’s 
fugged  ion,  ought  therefore  to  have 
been  delivered  in  more  cautious 
terms :  and  Mr.  Warton  has  like- 
wife  mentioned  Buchanan’s  ama¬ 
tory  verfes  in  a  manner  which  be. 
trays  fome  degree  of  precipitancy. 
Thefe  obfervations,  which  are 
merely  hiftorical,  do  not  infinuate 
the  expediency  of  following  a  bad 
example,  however  prevalent.  Buch¬ 
anan  has  repeatedly  exprefled  his 
eompunftion  for  having  been  guilty 
of  fuch  levity  ;  nor  is  it  incumbent 
on  his  biographer  to  commend  the 
youthful  Tallies  which  he  himfelf 
condemned  in  his  graver  years.  By 
fome  authors,  and  particularly  by 
Mr.  Benfon,  his  delinquency  has 
however  been  defcribed  in  terms 
of  irregular  and  abfurd  exaggera¬ 
tion. 

“  While  he  prefided  over  St. 
Leonard’s  college,  he  appears  to 
have  enjoyed  the  efteem  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  univerfity.  The  public 
regifter  bellows  upon  him  the  ho¬ 
nourable  title  for  which  he  was 
indebted  to  Stephanus.  In  1566 
and  the  two  enfuing  years,  he  was 
one  of  the  four  electors  of  the  rec¬ 
tor  ;  and  was  nominated  a  protestor 
by  each  of  the  three  officers  who 
were  fucceffively  chofen.  For  fe¬ 
deral  ye^s  he  was  likewife  dean 
of  faculty.  \ 

t(  Of  the  general  affembly  of  the 
national  church,  convened  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  on  the  a^th  of  December, 
a 565,  Buchanan  had  fat  as  a  merh- 
ber ;  and  had  even  been  appointed 
one  of  thecommifijonersfor  reviling 
*  The  Book  of  Difcipline*5  Jn 


that  commiflion  he  had  been  aflo* 
ciated  with  the  Earl  Marifchal, 
Lord  Ruthen,  the  bilhop  of  Ork¬ 
ney,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of 
diftindtion.  He  was  alfo  a  member 
of  the  affembly  which  met  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  on  the  25th  of  June,  1567  ; 
and  onthatoccafion  had  the  honour, 
though  a  layman,  of  being  chofen 
moderator. 

(<  The  nation  was  now  in  a  flat® 
of  anarchy  ;  and  Buchci.an  was 
foon  to  affume  the  character  of  a 
politician.  The  late  condudt  of 
Queen  Mary,  whom  he  once  re¬ 
garded  in  fo  favourable  a  light, 
had  offered  fuch  flagrant  infults  to 
virtue  and  decorum,  that  his  at¬ 
tachment  was  at  length  converted 
into  antipathy.  Having  placed  her 
affedtionson  the  Earl  of  Both  well,  a 
man  of  the  moll  profligate  manners, 
Ihe  deemed  it  expedient  to  remove 
every  objedl  which  might  obftrud! 
their  mutual  views.  The  pufillani- 
mous  and  ill-fated  king  was  mur- 
dered  on  the  tenth  of  February, 
1567  ;  and  it  is  but  too  evident 
that  his  deluded  confort  was  not 
unacquainted  with  the  nefarious 
plot  by  which  he  fell.  The  nation 
indignantly  pointed  to  the  adlual 
murderer ;  but  fhe  protedled  him 
from  the  vengeance  ©f  the  law,  and 
diftinguilhed  him  by  public  marks 
of  her  favour.  On  the  24th  cf 
April,  Bothwell,  accompanied  by 
a  numerous  train  of  horfemen* 
feized  the  perfon  of  his  fovereign ; 
and  her  condudt  very  clearly  evinced 
that  this  expedient  had  either  been 
fuggefled  by  herfelf,  or  at  leaft  had 
been  adepted  with  her  entire  ap¬ 
probation.  Having  precipitately 
obtained  a  divorce  from  his  lawful 
wife,  his  infamous  nuptials  with  the 
queen  were  folemnized  on  the  15th 
of  May,  about  three  months  after 
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he  hacl  aftaffinated  her  former  huf. 
band.  A  feries  of  aftions  fo  un¬ 
precedented  and  fo  atrocious  could 
not  fail  of  producing  unbounded 
indignation.  But  the  fchemes  of 
Both  well  were  not  yet  accompli!!)- 
ed  i  his  extreme  folicitude  to  fecure 
the  perfon  of  the  young  prince, 
excited  new  apprehenfions ;  and  a 
powerful  confederacy  was  at  length 
formed  for  the  purpofe  of  defeating 
the  defign  which  he  had  evidently 
conceived.  Both  parties  had  re- 
cou  rfe  to  arms,  and  Mary  followed 
her  new  hufband  to  the  field.  But 
when  the  hodile  armies  encountered 
each  other,  he  found  his  followers 
fo  little  difpofed  to  engage,  that  he 
abandoned  the  queen  in  the  midfl 
of  her  parley  with  the  confederates, 
and  quitted  the  fcene  with  preci¬ 
pitation.  She  now  found  herfelf 
in  the  power  of  her  indignant  fub- 
jedts  ;  and  was  certainly  expofed 
to  treatment  which  cannot  be  re¬ 
membered  to  their  honour.  As  her 
undiminifhed  paflion  for  the  ruffian 
who  had  deflroyed  her  peace  and 
her  reputation,  would  not  permit 
her  to  yield  to  their  propofal  of 
difiolving  fo  indecent  a  marriage, 
they  readily  perceived  the  confe- 
quences  of  fuffering  her  to  retain 
that  power  which  fhe  had  abufed. 
They  formed  the  refolution  of  fe- 
curing  her  perfon  ;  and  fhe  was 
.committed  to  drift  cuftody  in  the 
cattle  of  Lochlevin.  Her  policy 
induced  her  to  accede  to  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  refigning  her  crown, 
and  to  inveft  her  natural  brother 
the  Earl  of  Murray  with  the  re¬ 
gency.  On  the  2nd  of  May,  1568, 
(he  e leaped  from  her  prifon  ;  and 
foon  afterwards  found  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army.  The 
defeat  at  Langfide  terminated  her 
profpefts  of  being  fpeedily  rein* 


dated  in  her  authority.  She  now 
retired  into  England,  where  die 
hoped  to  find  an  alyl  urn  :  but  (he 
foon  difeovered  that  die  had  repofed 
■  her  confidence  in  a  mod  perfidious 
and  cruel  rival.  Having  incautiody 
offered  to  fubmic  her  caufe  to  the 
cognizance  of  the  Englifh  queen, 
fhe  thus  found  a  pretext  for  de¬ 
grading  her  to  the  level  of  an  Eng* 
lift).  fubjeft ;  and  fhe  was  mod  unw 
generoufly  detained  in  a  date-  of 
captivity.  Elizabeth  required  the 
regent  to  empower  delegates  to 
appear  before  her  commiffioners  5 
but  as  his  principal  adherents  de¬ 
clined  fo  hazardous  an  office,  he 
was  reduced  to  the  ignominious 
neceffity  of  attending  in  perfon.  His 
adociates  in  this  commiffion  were 
the  Earl  of  Morton,  Bothwell  bidiop 
of  Orkney,  Lord  Lindfay,  and  Pit-. 
cairne  commendator  of  Dunferm¬ 
line.  He  was  alfo  accompanied  by 
Buchanan,  Maitland  of  Lethington, 
Balnaves  of  Hallhill,  Macgill  of 
Rankeilor,  and  fome  other  indivi¬ 
duals  of  inferior  attainments.  Bak 
naves  and  Macgill  bore  the  cha- 
rafter  of  able  civilians ;  and  the 
abilities  of  Maitland  were  of  the 
fird  order.  The  delegates  norni- 
nated  by  the  unfortunate  queen 
were  Dr.  John  Ledey,  biihop  of 
Rods,  a  man  eminently  didinguifh- 
ed  for  his  talents  and  learning. 
Lord  Livingdon,  Lord  Boyd,  Lord 
Herries,  Sir  John  Gordon  of  Loch- 
invar,  Sir  James  Cockburn  of  Stir¬ 
ling,  and  Gavin  Hamilton  com¬ 
mendator  of  Kilwinning.  On  the 
4th  of  Oftober  1 568,  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  opened  at  York  before 
the  commiffioners  of  Elizabeth, 
but  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing 
month  it  was  transferred  to  Weft- 
minder.  This  dngular  tranfaftion 
was  managed  with  great  addrefs 
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on  both  fides.  Nor  was  Buchanan 
the  leaf!:  powerful  of  Murray’s  co- 
adjutors :  he  compofed  in  Latin  a 
detedion  of  Queen  Mary’s  adions, 
which  was  produced  to  the  com- 
miffioners  at  Weftminder,  and  was 
afterwards  circulated  with  great 
indudry  by  the  Engiiih  court.  His 
engaging  in  a  talk  of  this  kind,  as 
well  as  his  mode  of  executing  it, 
has  frequently  been  urged  as  a 
proof  of  his  moral  depravity,  and 
to  augment  his  delinquency,  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
queen  have  been  multiplied  with 
much  ingenuity.  It  is  certain  that 
fhe  granted  him  the  temporalities 
of  the  abbey  of  Croflragwell ;  and 
beyond  this  tingle  point  the  evi¬ 
dence  cannot  be  extended.  Nor 
was  this  reward  bellowed  on  a 
man  who  had  performed  no  cor- 
refpondent  fervices.  He  had  offi¬ 
ciated  as  her  claffical  tutor,  and  had 
compofed  various  poems  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  Scottilh  courts 
but  the  immortal  dedication  of  his 
Pfalms  was  alone  equivalent  to 
any  reward  which  Hie  conferred. 
If  Buchanan  celebrated  her  in  his 
poetical  capacity,  and  before  fhe 
ceafed  to  be  an  objed  of  praife,  it 
certainly  was  not  incumbent  upon 
him  toapprove  the  atrocious  actions 
which  file  afterwards  performed. 
The  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
country  was  a  prior  confideration  ; 
and  with  that  duty,  his  further 
adherence  to  the  infatuated  prin- 
cefs  was  utterly  incompatible. 

i(  The  Earl  of  Murray  and  his 
aflfociates  returned  to  Scotland  in 
the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  vear. 
This  work  of  Buchanan,  which  was 
not  publifhed  till  1571,  feems  to 
have  been  intruded  to  Dr,  Thomas 
Wilfon ;  who  is  fuppofed,  with 
great  plaufibility,  to  have  added 


the  *  Actio  contra  Mariam  Scot* 
orum  Reginam,*  and  the  Latin 
tranfiation  of  Mary’s  firft  three 
letters  to  the  Earl  of  Bothwell. 
From  a  manufcript  notice  inferted 
in  a  copy  which  belonged  to  Mr. 
Herbert,  it  appears  that  the 
was  by  fome  afcribed  to  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  but  by  the  annotator  him* 
felf  to  Wilfon,  of  whom  he  mud 
apparently  he  fuppofed  to  have  had 
fome  perfonal  knowledge.  Wilfon 
was  at  that  time  mailer  of  the  re¬ 
quells,  and  afterwards  fecretary  of 
Hate.  Some  of  the  fentiments,  and 
the  general  texture  of  the  compoli* 
tion,  are  fuch  as  cannot  eafily  be 
fuppofed  to  have  proceeded  from 
Buchanan  ;  and,  in  the  prefent  in¬ 
quiry,  it  is  of  more  confequence  to 
afcertain  that  it  was  not  written 
by  him,  than  who  was  its  real  au¬ 
thor.  ( It  refumes,’  fays  Mr.  Laing, 

( the  detail  of  the  fame  fails  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  Detedion,  with  the  tedious 
repetition  natural  to  one  author, 
when  retracing  the  footdeps  of  an¬ 
other,  whom  he  drives  only  to 
furpafs  in  violence :  fuperadding 
fuch  local  defcription,  and  vulgar 
reports  as  a  keen  inquirer,  who 
had  vifited  Scotland  in  perfon, 
might  colled  from  Lefley  and  other 
Scots,  whom  he  examined  on  the 
fubjed.  The  Detedion  is  a  con- 
cife  hidorical  dedudion  of  fads  ;  a 
rapid  narrative,  written  with  that 
chade  and  claffical  precifion  of 
thought  and  language,  from  which 
each  fentence  acquires  an  appro¬ 
priate  idea,  didind  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  neither  anticipated,  re¬ 
peated,  nor  intermixed  with  others; 
and  the  dyle  is  fo  dridly  hidorical, 
that  the  work  is  incorporated  in 
Buchanan’s  hiltory  almoft  without 
alteration.  But  the  Adion  againft 
Mary  is  a  dull  declamation,  and  a 

malignant 
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Ifaalignant  inve&ive,  written  in 
pfofefled  imitation  of  the  ancient 
orators,  whom  Buchanan  has  never 
imitated  :  without  arrangement  of 
parts,  coherence,  or  a  regular  train 
of  ideas  ;  and  without  a  Tingle  paf- 
fage  which  Buchanan,  in  hishiftory, 
has  deigned  to  tranfcribe.  A  man 
inured  to  extemporary  eloquence, 
whofe  mind  is  accuftomed  only  to 
popular  arguments,  and  his  tongue 
to  prompt  and  loofe  declamation, 
never  writes  with  fuch  lucid  ar¬ 
rangement,  with  fuch  accuracy  of 
thought,  or  compreffion  of  ftyle,  as 
a  profeffed  author,  who  thinks  no 
labour  too  great  for  what  is  be¬ 
queathed  to  pofteriry ;  and  the 
virulent  acftion  againft  Mary  no 
more  refembles  Buchanan’s  Detec¬ 
tion,  than  the  coarfe  and  verbofe 
ribaldry  of  Whitaker,  or  the  ele¬ 
gant  yet  diffitfe  rhapfodies  of  Burke 
and  Bolingbroke,  the  correct  and 
claffical  precifion  of  Junius  or  Home.’ 

((  The  regent,  to  whom  Buch¬ 
anan  was  fo  cordially  attached, 
did  not  Iona:  furvive  thofe  tranf- 
actions.  On  the  23d  of  January, 
2570,  he  was  fhot  in  the  ftfeet  of 
Linlithgow,  by  Hamilton  of  Both, 
wellhaugh,  whom  his  clemency  had 
formerly  refcued  from  an  igno¬ 
minious  death.  The  afTaffin  had 
been  confirmed  in  his  inhuman  en- 
terprife  by  the  approbation  of  his 
powerful  kinfmen.  The  indigna¬ 
tion  of  Buchanan  was  naturally 
roufed  againft  the  houfe  of  Ham¬ 
ilton  ;  and  he  had  fufficient  caufe 
to  fufpeCt  that  their  purpofes  were 
not  ye"  completely  efFeCted.  Under 
thefe  impreffions,  he  addreffed  an 
admonition  to  the  faithful  peers ; 
in  which  he  earneftly  adjured  them 
to  protect  the  young  king,  and 
the  children  of  the  late  regent, 
from  the  perils  which  Teemed  to 
Vos..  L.  or  Vot.  VIII.  New 
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await  them.  It  was  apparently  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  ye„ir,  1570, 
that  he  compofed  another  Scottifh 
tfaCt,  entitled  Chameleon,  In  this 
fatirical  production,  he  very  fuc- 
cefsfully  cxpofes  the  wavering 
politics  of  the  famous  fecretary 
Maitland,  The  fecretary,  who 
was  julliy  alarmed  at  the  profpedl 
of  being  publicly  exhibited  in  fuch 
glaring  colours,  entertained  a  fuf- 
picion  that  the  work  was  to  ifiue 
from  the  prefs  of  Robert  Lekpre- 
vick  ;  and  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1571,  his  emiflary  Captain  Melvin 
fearched  for  the  third  time,  that 
printer’s  houfe  in  Edinburgh.  This 
fearch  took  place  about  eleven 
o’clock  on  a  Saturday  night ;  but 
Lekprevick  being  warned  of  his 
danger,  had  previoufly  difappeared 
with  fuch  papers  as  feemed  to 
threaten  difagreeable  confequences. 
The  Chameleon,  if  it  was  actually 
delivered  to  the  printer,  feems  to 
have  been  fuppreffed  by  Maitland’s 
vigilance;  for  it  remained  in  ma- 
nufcript  till  the  beginning  of  laft 
century.  The  ftyle  of  thefe  two 
productions  is  at  leaft  equal  in 
vigour  and  elegance  to  that  of  any 
other  compofition  in  the  ancient 
Scottifh  language ;  though  it  is 
fufficiently  obvious  that  the  happy 
genius  of  the  author  cannot  there 
appear  in  its  genuine  fplendouf. 

*  When  we  read,’  fays  an  accom- 
plifhed  and  able  writer,  ( the  com- 
pofitions  of  Buchanan  in  his  native 
tongue,  how  completely  are  his 
genius  and  take  obfcured  by  thofe 
homely  manners  which  the  coarfe^- 
nefs  of  his  dialed  recals ;  ancl  how 
difficult  is  it  to  believe  that  they 
exprefs  the  ideas  and  fentiments 
of  the  fame  writer,  whofe  Latin 
productions  vie  with  the  beft  mo* 
dels  of  antiquity  !’ 

E  R  I  SS~  *  I  i 
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<e  Soon  after  the  affiaffimation  of 
his  iliuilrious  friend,  Buchanan  was 
removed  to  a  fituation  of  no  incon- 
fiderable  importance  ;  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  preceptors  of 
the  young  king.  For  this  prefer¬ 
ment  he  was  apparently  indebted 
to  the  privy  council  and  others  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  af- 
ferobled  in  confequence .  of  that 
difaftrous  event,  for  the  purpofe  of 
regulating  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
Having  appeared  before  the  coun¬ 
cil,  he  refigned  his  office  of  prin¬ 
cipal  in  favour  of  his  friend  Patrick 
Adamfon,  probably  the  famous  poet 
who  was  afterwards  archbifhop  of 
St.  Andrews.  The  circumftance 
of  his  being  permitted  to  nominate 
a  fucceilor,  may  be  confidered  as 
an  additional  proof  of  the  high 
eftimation  in  which  his  character 
was  held.  The  privy  council  now 
admitted  Adamfon  to  the  princi¬ 
pality  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  univerfity  records  that  he  ever 
exercifed  his  new  functions. 

“  The  prince  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  during  his  infancy  to  the 
charge  of  thd  Earl  of  Mar,  a  noble¬ 
man  of  the  mod  unbkmifhed  in¬ 
tegrity.  In  1570,  when  Buchanan 
entered  upon  his  office,  he  was 
only  four  years  of  age.  The  chief 
faperintendance  of  his  education 
was  intruded  to  the  Earl's  brother, 
Sir  Alexander  Erik. me,  4  a  gallant 
well-natured  gentleman,  loved  and 
honoured  by  all  men.5  The  pre¬ 
ceptors  affociated  with  Buchanan 
were  Peter  Young,  and  the  two 
abbots  of  Cambufkenneth  and  Dry- 
borgh,  both  related  to  the  noble 
family  of  Mar.  Young  was  re- 
fpedable  for  his  capacity  and  learn¬ 
ing.  His  difpofition  was  naturally 
mild  ;  and  his  prudent  attention 
io  his  future  intereft  rendered  him 


cautious  of  offending  a  pupil,  who 
was  foon  to  be  the  difpenfer  of 
public  favours.  He  was  afterwards 
employed  in  feveral  political  trank 
actions  of  importance,  obtained  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  and  received 
an  annual  penfion  of  confiderable 
amount.  The  lofty  and  independent 
fpirit  of  Buchanan  was  not  to  be 
controlled  by  the  mere  fuggeflions 
of  cold  caution  ;  the  honourable 
talk  which  the  voice  of  bis  country 
had  afiigned  to  his  old  age,  he 
difeharged  with  fimple  integrity, 
and  was  little  folicitous  what  im- 
preffion  the  ftriclnefs  ofhisdifcipline 
might  leave  on  the  mind  of  his 
royal  pupil.  James,  who  was  of 
a  timid  nature,  long  remembered 
the  commanding  afpecl  which  his 
iliuilrious  preceptor  had  affiumed. 
Of  theuncourtly  difeipline  to  which 
he  was  fubjeded,  two  inftances  have 
been. recorded  ;  but  with  regard  to 
their  authenticity,  every  inquires 
fhall  be  left  to  decide  for  himfeif. 
The  king  having  caught  a  fancy 
for  a  tame  fparrow  which  belonged 
to  his  play-fellow,  the  maker  of 
Mar,  folicited  him  without  effed 
to  transfer  his  right  ;  and  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  wrefl  it  out  of  his 
hand,  he  deprived  the  poor  little 
animal  of  life.  Erfkine  having 
raifed  due  lamentation  for  its  un¬ 
timely  fate,  rhe  circumftances  were 
reported  to  Buchanan,  who  lent 
his  young  fovereign  a  box  on  the 
ear,  and  admonifhed  him  that  he 
was  himfeif  a  true  bird  of  the  bloody 
nell  to  which  he  belonged.  A  theme 
which  had  one  day  been  preferibed 
to  the  royal  pupil,  was  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  Earl  of  Angus  and 
other  noblemen  during  the  reign  of 
James  the  Third.  After  dinner  he 
was  diverting  himfeif  with  the 
maker  ofjvlaii  and  as  Buchanan, 
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who  in  the  mean. time  was  intent 
on  reading,  found  himfelf  annoyed 
by  their  obftreperous  mirth,  he  re. 
quelled  the  king  to  defift  ;  but  as 
no  attention  was  paid  to  the  fug- 
geftion,  he  threatened  to  accompany 
his  next  injunction  with  fomething 
more  forcible  than  words.  James, 
whofe  ear  had  been  tickled  by  the 
quaint  application  of  the  apologue 
mentioned  in  his  theme,  replied 
that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  who 
would  bell  the  cat.  His  venerable 
preceptor,  who  might  have  par¬ 
doned  the  remark,  was  perhaps 
offended  with  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  uttered  ;  he  threw,  afide  his 
book  with  indignation,  and  be¬ 
llowed  upon  the  delinquent  that 
Ipeciescf  fcholailic  difcipline  which 
is  deemed  moft  ignominious.  The 
countefs  of  Mar,  being  attracted 
by  the  wailing  which  enfued,  flat¬ 
tened  to  the  feene  of  his  difgrace ; 
and  taking  the  precious  depofit  in 
her  arms,  the  demanded  of  Buch¬ 
anan  .how  he  prefumed  to  lay  his 
hand  upon  ‘  the  Lord's  anointed  ?’ 
To  this  interrogation,  he  is  faid 
to  have  returned  an  anfwer  that 
contained  a  very  unceremonious 
antithefis  relative  to  that  part  that 
had  received  the  chaftifement.  A 
man  who  was  no  ftranger  to  polifhed 
fociety  can  hardly  be  fufpedfted  of 
fuch  unpolitenefs  to  a  lady,  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  her  to  have  afiumed 
a  degree  of  infolence  which  ren¬ 
dered  it  expedient  to  convince  her, 
by  vin  overwhelming  proof,  that  he 
difowned  her  authority. 

“  The  young  monarch's  profi¬ 
ciency  in  letters  was  fuch  as  reflected 
nodiferedit  on  his  early  inftruCtors. 
He  undoubtedly '  acquired  a  very 
confiderable  portion  of  fcholailic 
knowledge,  and  attained  to  the 
command  of  a  fluent  and  not  in- 
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elegant  llyle.  By  fome  of  the 
moft  illuftrious  of  his  cotempor¬ 
aries,  he  has  even  been  extolled  as 
a  prodigy  of  erudition  :  but  the 
commendations  bellowed  upon  a 
living  potentate  are  generally  tQ 
be  received  with  theutmoft  caution. 
His  literary  attainments  are  how¬ 
ever  commemorated  in  terms  of 
refpecl  by  feveral  eminent  writers, 
who  cannot  be  fufpe&ed  of  the 
fame  partiality  of  judgment.  Dr. 
Parr  admits  that  he  was  poflfeflfed 
of  no  contemptible  (hare  of  learn¬ 
ing  ;  and  an  admirable  hiftorian 
mentions  his  B tzcrifaxop  A Z%o»  with 
appropriate  praife.  ‘  Notwithftand- 
ing,’  fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  6  the 
great  alterations  and  refinements 
in  national  tafte  fince  that  time, 
we  mull  allow  this  to  be  no  con¬ 
temptible  performance,  and  not 
to  be  inferior  to  works  of  moft: 
cotemporary  writers,  either  id 
purity  of  llyle  or  juftnefs  of  com- 
pofition.*  His  works  are  numerous, 
and  of  various  denominations. 

That  he  Should  regard  the  me¬ 
mory  of  his  preceptor  with  an  un- 
ufual  decree  of  afteCtion,  could  not 
reafonably  be  ex  peeled.  The  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  mother,  Buchanan  had 
difeufled  in  a  very  unceremonious 
llyle ;  and,  in  return,  James  has 
repeatedly  mentioned  the  name  of 
Buchanan  with  very  little  rever¬ 
ence.  The  royal  author  condemns 
his  Hiftory  of  Scotland  as  an  in~ 
famous  inveClive;  and  admonilhes 
his  heir  apparent  to  punilh  fuch  of 
his  future  fubjefts  as  fhould  be 
guilty  of  retaining  it  in  their  cuf- 
tody.  James  is  to  be  confidered 
as  one  of  Buchanan’s  moft  formid¬ 
able  enemies*  The  only  fon  of  an 
ill-fated  princefs  was  naturally  fo- 
licitous  to  walk  away  the  foul  fpots 
of  her  reputation;  and  with  this 
*  I  i  %  view 


484  *' 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1909. 


view  be  exerted  all  the  powerful 
influence  attached  to  his  fc^ptre. 
Men  of  letters  who  courted  his 
favour,  were  too  eafily  induced  to 
confider  his  mother’s  fame  as  im¬ 
maculate  ;  and  as  her  reputation 
was  incompatible  with  that  of  her 
principal  accufer,.  the  next  ftep  of 
expediency  was  to  eonviCt  Buch¬ 
anan  in  the  moft  fummary  manner. 
His  flrong  antipathy  cannot  indeed 
excite  much  furprife  ;  but  it  would 
perhaps  have  been  more  magnani¬ 
mous  to  fupprefs  his  indignation 
againft  a  preceptor  who  had  dif- 
charged  his  duty  with  the  tnoft 
confcientious  folicitude.  Of  the 
future  glory  of  his  pupil,  and  the 
attendant  felicity  of  his  country, 
Buchanan  feems  to  have  cheriflied 
many  a  fond  and  anxious  hope  ; 
but  all  his  labours  proved  abortive, 
and  his  expectations  deceitful.  The 
■underftanding  of  James,  which  had 
presented  no  unfavourable  dawn, 
was  naturally  opaque  ;  and  the  ma¬ 
lignant  influence  of  courtly  adula¬ 
tion  fpeedily  counteracted  the  efFedt 
of  thofe  falutary  maxims  of  virtue 
and  polity,  with  which  it  was  the 
perpetual  folicitude  of  Buchanan  to 
fortify  his  tender  mind.  From  the 
mature  wifdom  of  his  inftrudtor, 
he  might  have  imbibed  the  durable 
principles  of  a  legitimate  fove- 
reignty  ^  might  have  learned  to 
fecure  his  own  glory,  to  provide 
for  the  future  peace  of  his  race, 
and  to  confider  the  happinefs  of  his 
people  as  the  moft  fplendid  object 
of  regal  ambition.  But  his  notions 
of  prerogative,  after  having  been 
loitered  by  a  more  genial  atmof- 
.phere,  became  at  length  fo  utterly 
extravagant  as  to  approach  the 
borders  of  phrenzy.  In  his  native 
country,  he  was  frequently  treated 
with  the  utmoft  contempt ;  but 


England  had  been  long  habituated 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  houfe  of 
Tudor.  His  fon  inherited  his  poli¬ 
tical  errors  as  well  as  his  crown ; 
though  the  royal  family  fcorned 
improvement,  the  reft  of  the  na¬ 
tion  had  begun  to  ficken  at  per¬ 
petual  encroachment  and  fubmiflion ; 
and  the  enfuing  ftruggle,  which 
was  un quell ionably  followed  by 
remote  confequences  of  a  falutary 
nature,  involved  the  death  of  a 
monarch  whofe  faults,  though  of 
the  ftrft  magnitude,  were  faults  of 
education-  If  the  pupil  of  Buch¬ 
anan  had  been  worthy  of  fuch  a 
preceptor,  the  royal  houfe  of 
Stewart  might  ft  ill  have  fwayed 
the  feeptre  of  their  anceftors. 

(i  One  of  the  earlieft  propen- 
fities  which  he  difeovered,  was  an 
exceflive  attachment  t©' favourites 
and  this  weaknefs,  which  ought 
to  have  been  abandoned  with  the 
other  characteriftics  of  childhood, 
continued  to  retain  its  afcendancy 
during  every  ftage  of  his  life-  His 
facility  in  complying  with  every 
requeft  alarmed  the  prophetic  fa- 
gacity  of  Buchanan.  On  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  poet’s  nephew, 
Chytrseus  has  recorded  a  ludicrous 
expedient  which  he  adopted  for  the 
purpofe  of  correcting  his  pupil’s 
condud.  He  prefented  the  young 
king  with  two  papers,  which  he 
requeued  him  to  fign  ;  and  James, 
after  having  fldghtly  interrogated 
him  refpeHing  their  contents,  rea¬ 
dily  appended  his  fignature  to  each, 
without  the  precaution  of  even  a 
Gurfory  perufal.  One  of  them  was 
a  formal  transference  of  the  regal 
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authority  for  the  teriti  of  fifteen 
days.  Having  quitted  the  royal 
prefence,  one  of  the  courtiers  ac¬ 
ceded  him  with  the  ufualfblutation; 
but  to  this  aftonifhed  nobleman  he 
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announced  himfelf  in  the  new  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  fovereign;  and  with 
that  happy  urbanity  of  humour 
for  which  he  was  fo  d i (ting ui (lied, 
he  began  to  aflume  the  high  de¬ 
meanour  of  royalty.  He  after¬ 
wards  preferred  the  fame  deport¬ 
ment  towards  the  king  himfelf; 
and  when  James  exprefied  his  amaze¬ 
ment  atfuch  extraordinary  conduct, 
Buchanan  admonifhed  him  of  his 
having  refigned  the  crown.  This 
reply  did  not  tend  to  leffen  the 
monarch’s  furprife;  for  he  now 
began  to  fufped  his  preceptor  of 
mental  derangement.  Buchanan  then 
produced  the  inftrument  by  which 
he  was  formally  in  veiled ;  and,  with 
the  authority  of  a  tutor,  proceeded 
to  remind  him  of  the  abfurdity  of 
aflfenting  to  petitions  in  fo  ralh  a 
manner. 

“  About  the  period  when  he  was 
nominated  preceptor  to  the  king, 
other  marks  of  diflin&ion  were  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  His  firft  civil  ap¬ 
pointment,  which  he  feems  to  have 
retained  but  a  Ihort  while,  was 
that  of  director  of  the  chancery. 
The  keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  John, 
afterwards  Lord  Maitland,  having 
been  deprived  of  his  office  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  adherence  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  queen,  it  was  very  laud¬ 
ably  conferred  on  Buchanan  in  the 
year  1570.  The  earl  of  Lenox  was 
at  that  time  regent.  His  fituation 
as  lord  privy  feal  was  undoubtedly 
honourable,  and  probably  lucrative. 
It  entitled  him  to  a  feat  in  Parlia¬ 
ment.  This  office  he  -retained  for 
the  fpace  of  feveral  years.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  1578,  he  nominally 
refigned  it  in  favour  of  ibis  nephew 
Thomas,  the  fon  of  Alexander 
Buchanan  of  Ibert ;  but  that  mea- 
fure  feems  only  to  have  been  adopted 
far  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  re- 
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verfion.  For  in  the  month  of  June, 
he  voted  in  parliament  for  the  abbot 
of  Dumfermline’s  being  fent  as  ara- 
baifador  to  the  Englifh  court ;  and 
in  that  of  July  for  the  Earl  of 
Morton’s  being  excluded  from  the 
king’s  council.  So  late  as  the  year 
1580,  one  of  his  correfpondents 
addrefles  h*m  by  the  title  of  pre¬ 
ceptor  and  counfellor  to  the  king 
of  Scotland. 

**  With  the  three  former  regents 
he  was  cordially  connected  ;  but 
the  conduCt  of  Morton  had  de- 
fervedlv  excited  his  patriotic  in¬ 
dignation.  It  was  by  the  feafonable 
council  of  Buchanan  and  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Erfkine,  that  the  king  had 
been  induced  to  depofe  him  from 
his  office,  which,  however,  he  af¬ 
terwards  fucceeded  in  regaining. 
The  fituation  of  Scotland  during 
that  unhappy  period  is  Efficiently 
known.  It  was  the  policy  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  exert  over  this  country  a 
very  unwarrantable  influence  ;  and 
the  anticipation  of  a  fpeedy  union 
might  perhaps  have  confiderable 
tendency  to  reconcile  many  upright 
men  to  her  views.  A  lift  of  twenty- 
four  perfons  in  Scotland,  whom  (he 
propofed  to  attach  by  penflons,  is 
(fill  prefer ved.  One  hundred  pounds 
was  the  gratuity  intended  for  Bu¬ 
chanan  ;  and  feveral  noble  earls 
are  not  there  valued  at  a  higher 
price.  But  it  is  far  from  being 
certain  that  this  penflon  was  ever 
conferred  ;  nor  is  any  material  in¬ 
ference  to  be  rafhly  deduced  from 
the  infertion  of  his  name  in  the 
fcrolls  of  a  political  proje&or,  re- 
fiding  in  a  different  kingdom. 

u  Buchanan  was  equally  con¬ 
futed  as  a  politician  and  as  a  fcho- 
lar.  The  inconveniences  which 
were  found  to  refult  from  the  ufe 
of  a  multiplicity  of  Latin  gram¬ 
mars 
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mars  in  the  different  fchools  of  the 
kingdom,  having  been  icprefented 
to  the  young  monarch,  a  committee 
of  learned  men  was  appointed  to 
deliberate  refpedting  a  competent 
remedy.  Buchanan  prefided  ;  and 
his  coadjutors  were  Peter  Young, 
Andrew  Simpfon,  and  James  Car¬ 
michael.  They  affembled  in  the 
royal  palace  of  Stirling  ;  and  while 
they  continued  to  exercife  their 
commiffion,  were  fuitably  enter¬ 
tained  at  the  charge  of  the  king. 
Having  found  the  grammars  com¬ 
monly  in  ufe  to  be  extremely  de- 
fedlive,  it  was  refolved  that  three 
of  their  number  fhould  attempt  to 
eftablith  a  more  rational  flandard. 
Simpfon,  who  was  fchoolmailer, 
and  afterwards  miniftcr  of  Dunbar, 
undertook  the  rudiments ;  Carmi¬ 
chael,  who  was  likewife  a  fchool- 
mailer,  what  is  improperly  termed 
etymology  ;  and  to  Buchanan  was 
affigned  the  department  of  profody. 
The  refpe&ive  tradfs  of  thefe  gram¬ 
marians  were  in  due  time  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  prefs  ;  but  they  did  not 
long  continue  to  be  received  as  the 
Ibndard  introduction  to  the  Latin 
language.  The  expediency  of  the 
legiflature  interfering  in  a  cafe  of 
this  kind,  may  very  fafely  be  called 
in  queilion.  From  the  promifcu- 
ous  ufe  of  different  elementary 
treatifes,  forne  inconveniences  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  arife  :  but  if  cer¬ 
tain  grammars  were  to  be  authori¬ 
tatively  intruded  on  all  the  fchools 
of  a  kingdom,  no  future  oppor¬ 
tunity  would  be  left  for  that  gra¬ 
dual  improvement  which  may  be 
expedfed  in  every  department  of 
human  art.  If  king  James’s  re¬ 
gulations,  which  were  probably 
authorized  by  an  order  of  council, 
had  continued  to  be  enforced  with 
any  degree  of  rigour,  the  gram¬ 


matical  works  of  Ruddiman  might 
never  have  been  undertaken.  If 
the  Scottifh  geometers  had  been 
compelled  to  adhere  to  a  particular 
text-book,  Euclid  would  in  all 
probability  never  have  been  il- 
luftrated  by  the  labours  of  Dr. 
Simfon  and  Mr.  Playfair. 

“  In  the  month  of  July,  1578, 
the  parliament  granted  a  commif- 
fion  ({  to  certain  noble,  reverend, 
worfhipful,  and  difcreet  perfons, 
to  vifit  and  confider  the  founda¬ 
tions  and  eredlions  of  the  univer- 

* 

fities  and  colleges  within  this 
realm  ;  to  reform  fuch  things  as 
founded  to  fuperitition,  idolatry, 
and  popery  ;  to  difplace  unquali¬ 
fied  and  unfit  perfons  from  the 
difcharge  of  their  offices  in  the 
faid  univerfities  ;  and  to  eftablifh. 
fuch  qualified  and  worthy  perfons 
therein  as  they  fhould  find  good 
and  fufficient  for  the  education  of 
youth.”  Thefe  commiffioners 
having  failed  to  convene  at  the 
time  fpecified,  the  bufinefs  was 
confequently  delayed  ;  but  it  was 
afterwards  expedited  by  a  remon- 
ft  ranee  from  the  general  afl'cmbly. 
The  delegates  of  the  church  par¬ 
ticularized  the  univerfity  of  St. 
Andrews  as  a  proper  iubjedl  for 
the  firft  experiment  of  reformation  t 
and  the  privy  council  enjoined  the 
heads  of  that  univerfity  to  repair 
to  Edinburgh  on  a  certain  day, 
and  to  fubmit  their  charters  to  the 
infpcdlion  of  a  commiffion  which 
was  now  appointed.  The  com¬ 
miffioners  who  adted  upon  this 
occafion  were  the  Earl  of  Lenox, 
Robert,  commendator  of  Dunferm¬ 
line,  George  Buchanan,  James  Ha- 
lib  urton,  and  Peter  Young.  Hav¬ 
ing  found  much  to  alter  and  le- 
drefs,  yhey  fubferibed  a  memorial, 
dated  on  the  8th  of  November, 
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1*579  ;  and  their  fcheme  of  refor¬ 
mation  was  ratified  by  parliament 
on  the  nth  of  the  fame  month. 
This  very  curious  memorial,  which 
is  written  in  the  Scotti:h  language, 
is  known  to  have  been  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  Buchanan.  The  eene- 
ral  plan  is  very  Ikilfully  deline¬ 
ated  j  and  it  evidently  pre-fuppofed 
the  nation  to  abound  in  men  of 
learning.  The  aft  of  Parliament 
which  ratified  Buchanan’s  fcheme 
was  afterwards  repealed,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  confulion  and  un¬ 
certainty  which  the  academics  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  arifen  from  the 
introduction  of  fuch  material  al¬ 
terations.  But  they  may  fairly 
be  fufpefted  of  having  been  unwil¬ 
ling  to  purfue  the  arduous  path  of 
erudition  which  had  been  prefcri- 
bed :  it  was  more  eafy  to  obferve 
the  old  formalities  of  the  fchools, 
than  to  embrace  fo  large  a  plan  of 
difciplme.  The  former  aft  was 
repealed  on  the  4th  of  Auguft, 
1621  ;  and  the  general  principles 
of  the  repealing  flatute  are  fuch 
as  might  have  been  expefted  from 
one  of  King  James’s  parliaments. 
To  thefe  legiflators  it  feemed 
(C  molt  equitable  that  the  will  of 
the  founders  fhould  take  effeft, 
except  where  the  fame  is  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  true  religion  prefently 
profeffed  within  this  kingdom. 
But  it  was  certainly  as  far  remote 
from  the  will  of  the  founders,  that 
their  colleges  fhould  ever  become 
feminaries  of  any  new  religion, 
as  that  the  plan  of  fcholaftic  dif- 
cipline  originally  preferibed  fhould 
be  fubjefted  to  falutary  innova¬ 
tions.  If  in  one  inftance  it  was 
abfolute  facrilege  to  violate  the 
tenour  of  their  bequeft,  it  muft  in 
all  other  inllances  have  been  the 
fame.  But  as  it  had  been  found 


expedient  to  fuperfede  their  regula¬ 
tions  with  refpeft  to  the  very  ef~ 
fential  article  of  religion,  it  ought 
likewife  to  have  occurred  to  the 
legiflature,  that  to  banifh  unprofit¬ 
able  modes  of  ftudy  was  a  meafure 
not  lefs  confident  with  equity. 
Whatever  may  be  their  genuine 
origin,  it  is  always  proper  to  con- 
fider  foundations  of  this  kind  as 
having  originated  in  the  pure  mo¬ 
tives  of  benevolence  and  public 
fpirit  ;  and  to  promote  iheir  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  progreflive 
nature  of  man,  muft  be  deemed 
perfeftly  confiftent  with  the  ge» 
neral  principles  which  their  authors 
oftenfibly  entertain. 

tc  The  merit  of  Buchanan,  as 
muft  already  have  appeared,  was 
not  overlooked  by  his  country¬ 
men  ;  and  his  confequence  abroad 
had  been  increafed  by  the  refpeft 
which  he  fecured  at  home.  From 
the  general  ftate  of  religious  opi¬ 
nions  in  the  nation,  as  well  as 
from  the  confpicuous  charafter  of 
the  royal  inftruftor,  the  Proteft- 
ants  on  the  continent  feem  to  have 
conceived  early  hopes  of  finding 
in  the  Scottiili  monarch  a  power¬ 
ful  acceftion  to  the  common  caufe* 
So  confiderable  was  the  influence 
of  this  illuftrious  fcholar,  that  his 
favour  was  even  folicited  by  the 
king  of  Navarre,  afterwards  fo 
famous  by  the  title  of  Henry  the 
Great,  In  a  letter  addrefled  to 
Buchanan,  thataccomplifhed  prince 
requefted  him  to  inftil  into  the 
tender  mind  of  his  pupil  fuch  fen- 
timents  as  might  conduce  to  their 
future  attachment.  This  letter 
he  intrufled  to  his  faithful  adhe¬ 
rent  Philip  Mornay,  a  man  highly 
diftinguimed  for  his  literary  and 
political  talents.  In  the  progress 
of  his  voyage  to  England,  Mor« 
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nay  fell  into  the  hands  of  pirates, 
and  it  was  carried  off  with  the 
reft  of  the  plunder  ;  hut  upon  his 
arrival  in  London,  lie  apprized 
Buchanan  of  his  matter's  wifhes. 
The  French  Proteftanrs  were  ex¬ 
tremely  felicitous  for  a  matrimo¬ 
nial  alliance  between  James  and 
the  king  of  Navarre’s  fitter  ;  and 
at  the  fuggeftion  of  feveral  per- 
lons  of  that  clafs,  R.  Lemacon  de 
la  Fontaine  requdled  Buchanan  to 
promote  a  fcheme  which  might 
effentialiy  contribute  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  reformed  religion. 
Two  of  his  letters  relative  to  this 
fubjeCt  have  been  preferved  ;  but 
what  encouragement  the  project 
received,  is  not  known. 

“  Beza,  the  friend  of  Buchanan, 
and  the  terror  of  the  Papifts,  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  to  the  young  king 
with  fimilar  views.  In  the  year 
1580,  he  dedicated  to  James  one 
of  his  publications,  in  a  ftrain 
fufficientiy  calculated  to  pre-en¬ 
gage  his  attachment  to  the  Pro- 
teffant  interefts.  On  this  occa- 
iion,  he  wrote  a  fhort  epiftle  to 
his  early  friend.  ‘  Behold,  my 
dear  Buchanan,  a  notable  inftance 
of  double  extravagance  in  a  An¬ 
gle  act;  affording  an  illuftration 
of  the  characteriftic  phrenzy  of 
poets— provided  you  admit  me  to 
a  participation  of  that  title.  I 
have  been  guilty  of  trifling  with 
a  furious  fubjeCt,  and  have  dedi¬ 
cated  my  trifles  to  a  king.  If, 
with  your  ufual  politenefs,  and  in 
confideration  of  our  ancient  friend- 
fhip,  you  fhoyjd  undertake  to  ex- 
cufe  both  thefe  circumftances  to 
the  king,  I  truft  the  matter  will 
have  a  fortunate  iffue :  but  if 
you  refufe,  1  fhall  be  difappointed 
in  my  expectations.  The  fcope  of 
this  little  work.,  fuch  as  it  is,  you 


will  learn  from  the  preface  ;  name** 
ly,  that  the  king,  when  he  fhall 
be  aware  of  the  high  expectations 
which  he  has  excited  in  all  the 
churches,  may  at  the  fame  time, 
delighted  with  thofe  various  and 
excellent  examples,  become  more 
and  more  familiar  with  his  duty. 
Of  this  work  I  likewife  fend  a 
copy  to  you,  that  is,  owls  to 
Athens ;  and  requeft  you  to  accept 
it  as  a  token  of  my  regard.  My 
late  paraphrafe  of  the  Pfalms,  if 
it  has  reached  your  country,  will 
I  hope  infpire  you  with  the  defign 
of  reprinting  your  own,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  church  : 
and,  believe  me,  it  is  not  fo  much 
myfelf  as  the  whole  church  that 
entreats  you  fo  accelerate  this 
fcheme.  Farewell,  excellent  man. 
May  the  Lord  Jefus  blefs  your 
hoary  hairs  more  and  more,  and 
long  preferve  you  for  our  fake. 
Geneva,  March  16th,  1580P 
“  In  a  former  letter,  Beza  had 
congratulated  him  on  the  promifing 
difpofition  of  his  royal  pupil.  ‘  I 
could  not  fuffer  this  fafe  meflenger 
to  depart  without  a  letter,  at  once 
to  convince  you  that,  during  your 
abfence,  I  have  carefully  preferved 
and  continually  cherilhed  your  re¬ 
membrance,  and  to  offer  you,  or 
rather  the  whole  nation,  my  con¬ 
gratulations  in  reference  to  what 
you  have  fignified  to  our  friend 
Scrimger  ;  namely,  that  you  are 
bleft  with  a  king  whofe  childhood 
has  already  afforded  fuch  indica¬ 
tions  of  piety  and  every  virtue,  as 
have  excited  in  the  public  mind  the 
hope  and  expectation  of  all  that  is 
deftrable.  God  forbid  that  the 
fame  mif'chanee,  which  not  long 
ago  befel  a  neighbouring  nation, 
ftiould  befal  you  :  but  may  he  ra¬ 
ther  grant  that  Scotland,  being  thus 
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polfelTed  of  a  king  endowed  with 
every  accomplifhment  of  body  and 
mind,  may  at  length  repofe  from 
the  domeftic  wars  and  aflaflinations 
with  which  it  has  fo  long  been  an¬ 
noyed,  and  enjoy  the  bleflings  of 
holy  peace.  May  the  fame  merci¬ 
ful  Father  rid  you  of  your  Medea, 
or  Athalia  :  for  I  cannot  find  a 
name  fui table  to  her  mifdeeds. 
With  refpeft  to  our  affairs,  you 
will,  I  hope,  receive  complete  in¬ 
formation  from  our  friend  Young. 
From  the  perufal  of  your  pfalms  I 
have  derived  incredible  delight  : 
although  they  are  fuch  as  could  only 
have  proceeded  from  yourfelf,  yet 
I  with,  what  to  you  will  by  no 
means  be  difficult,  that  from  being 
good  you  would  render  them  the 
beft,  or,  if  you  pieafe,  better  than 
the  beft.  Farewell,  excellent  man, 
together  with  all  the  good  and 
pious.  May  the  Lord  Jefus  pre- 
ferve  you  in  health  and  fafety.  Ge¬ 
neva,  April  1 2th,  1572/ 

tf  Thefe  illuftrious  friends  dif- 
played  a  ftrong  congeniality  of  dif- 
pofition  :  they  were  animated  with 
the  fame  ardent  fpirit  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  were  equally  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion.  From  the  fame  warmth  of 
zeal  that  prompted  them  to  the 
purfuit  of  excellence,  they  were 
fometimes  betrayed  into  a  violent 
and  intemperate  ftyle.  The  terms 
which  Buchanan  has  applied  to 
Queen  Mary  and  Archbiffiop  Ha¬ 
milton  are  fuch  as  can  hardly  be 
juftified  ;  and  Beza  has  often  treated 
his  literary  antagonifts  in  a  very 
reprehenfible  manner.  Beza,  like 
iiis  admirable  correfpondent,  evin¬ 
ced  an  early  predile&ion  for  poetry ; 
and  he  likewife  executed  4  com¬ 
plete  paraphrafe  of  the  Pfalms. 
Their  refpeclive  verfions  have  re¬ 


peatedly  been  affociated  together ; 
but  as  Le  Clerc  has  very  properly 
fuggefted,  this  was  a  comparifon 
which  Beza  ought  not  fo  rafhly  to 
have  hazarded/ * 


Death  and  Character  of  Buchanan a 
( From  the  fame .J 

u  Buchanan  expired  a  fhort 
while  after  five  o’clock,  on  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  28th  of 
September,  1582.  He  was  then 
in  the  feventy-feventh  year  of  his 
age.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  Grey,  friars ; 
and  his  ungrateful  country  never 
afforded  his  grave  the  common  tri¬ 
bute  of  a  monumental  ftone.  After 
an  interval  of  fome  years,  his  tomb 
was  opened  ;  and  his  Ikull,  or  at 
leaft  a  ikull  fuppofed  to  be  his,  was, 
by  the  intervention  of  Principal 
Adamfon,  depofited  in  the  library 
of  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh.  It 
is  fo  thin  as  tp  be  tranfparent. 

“  The  death  of  this  illuftrious 
man  was  lefs  commemorated  by  the 
furviving  poets  than  might  reafon- 
ably  have  been  expefted.  Some 
poetical  tributes  were  however 
produced  on  the  occafion.  An¬ 
drew  Melvin,  who  had  frequently 
celebrated  him  while  alive,  did 
not  fail  to  difeharge  the  Jail  debt 
of  lettered  friendfhip. 

H  EFgo  filent  raagni  Buchanani  in  funere 
MiiCse  ? 

Js'ec  vatem  Aonidum  fict  pia  turba 
fuum  ? 

An  lecum  Buclmnanus  habet  njontew, 
unde  Camcenae 

Devolvunt  moeftis  nmrmura  trunca 
niodjs  ? 

An  lVcum  Budiauanus  luibet  Content,  un¬ 
cle  poetse 

Picriis  puli  collaehrymantur  aquis? 

Aoni® 
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Aouic  frustra  q-iuernntnr  vertiee  M»f®: 

Caitaho  fir  ultra  e  lonte  petutAur  aqua?. 
Fro  monte  eft  coelom,  pro  lonte  elt  Chrii- 
tu>  :  uitrumqnc 

Et  Chrtltmn  et  caelum  nunc  Buchana- 
nus  habet. 

Ifaubfti  hinc  laeros  latices,  divine  poeta; 

Fodifti  hinc  fuinmocarmina  digna  Deo. 
Hauviat  hincquilquis  Buchanani  iu  funete 
moeret, 

•  Ft  rattan  fundat  carmina  digna  Deo/’ 

Jofeph  Scaliger  has  alfo  written  his 
epitaph,  and  in  terms  of  liberal 
and  appropriate  praife. 

*  Poftquam  laudetua  patriam,  raeritifque 

beafti, 

Bu-ehanane,  tuis  Solis  ulrumque  latu?, 
€ontcn>ptis  opibus,  fpretis  popuhuibus 
auris, 

Verirolaeque  fugax  ambitionis,  obis  ; 
Prremia  quina  quater  Pilaere  functus  olivse, 
Ft  lincjueiis  animi  pignora  rara  tui  : 

In  qnibus  baud  tibi  le  antcferent  quos 
Xtalo  vates 

Terra  dedit :  nec  quos  Gallia  mater  alit, 
JEqtrabunt  gesiam  felicis  carmiuis,  et  quae 
Dr  bts  habet  fa  in  ae  conlcia  ilgna  tua\ 
Kanrque  ad  i'upremum  perdudta  poelica 
cultneu 

In  te  it  at,  nee  quo  progrediatur  habet. 
Imperii  few  at  Romani  Scotia  limes : 
llomani  eioqini  Scotia  finis  erit.” 

sf  Buchanan  had  confecrated  a 
monument  of  his  own  fame,  com- 
pofcd  of  materials  more  permanent 
than  brafs  or  marble  ;  but  his  coun¬ 
try  has  at  length  afforded  him  one 
of  thofe  memorials  which  are  of 
lealf  value  when  mod  merited,  and 
which  contribute  more  to  the 
honour  of  the  living  than  of  the 
dead.  An  obelifk,  nineteen  feet 
fquare  at  the  bafe,  and  extending 
to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and 
three  feet,  was  lately  erected  to  his 
memory  at  the  village  of  Killearn. 
The  plan  was  fuggefted  by*  the 
late  Robert  Dun  mo  re,  Elq.  to  a 
very  numerous  company  affembled 
in  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  in 
that  vicinity.  Profeffor  Rich- 


ardfon,  well  known  as  a  fuccefs. 
ful  cultivator  of  polite  literature, 
was  prefent  on  the  occadon.  A 
fubfcription  was  immediately  open¬ 
ed,  and  nearly  completed  by  thofe 
claffical  guefts  ;  and  one  of  their 
number,  the  late  Mr.  Craig,  a  ne¬ 
phew  of  Thomfon,  furnifned  the 
architectural  defign  as  his  contribu¬ 
tion.  To  this  memorial  of  de¬ 
parted  genius  the  intelligent  tra¬ 
veller  reforts  with  veneration  and 
enthuftafm. 

u  Buchanan  had  experienced 
many  of  the  viciffitudes  of  human 
life,  and,  in  every  filiation,  had 
adhered  to  thofe  maxims  of  con¬ 
duct  which  he  deemed  honourable. 
His  integrity  was  ftern  and  in¬ 
flexible  :  what  has  been  regarded 
as  the  lead  immaculate  part  of  his 
character,  naturally  refulted  from 
the  prominent  qualities  of  a  mind 
which  could  not  fufficientlv  ac- 

v 

commodate  itfelf  to  the  frailties  of 
mankind.  The  mifdeeds  of  the 
ill-fated  queen  were,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  fuch  as  diflfolved  every  tie  by 
which  he  might  once  be  bound  t 
her  conduct,  he  fuppoled,  had  not 
only  deft  roved  her  hereditary 
claims  of  allegiance,  but  had  even 
reflected  dii grace  and  infamy  on 
human  nature.  This  fentiment, 
whatever  may  be  the  legitimacy 
of  its  origin,  was  certainly  enter¬ 
tained  by  Buchanan  ;  who  has  ac¬ 
cordingly  vented  his  unbounded 
indignation  in  terms  which  cannot 
otherwife  be  jaftified.  But  the  age 
in  which  he  lived  was  rude  and 
boifterous  ;  nor  did  the  exquiflte 
cultivation  of  his  mind  entirely 
defend  him  from  the  general  con¬ 
tagion.  He  was  fubjedi  to  the 
nice  and  irritable  feelings  which 
frequently  attend  exalted  genius  j 
enthufiaftie  in  his  attachment,  and 

violent 
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violent  in  his  refentment ;  equally 
fin  cere  in  his  love  and  in  his  hatred. 
His  friends,  among  whom  he  num¬ 
bered  home  of  the  moll  diftinginfh- 

O 

ed  charaders  of  that  <era,  regarded 
him  with  a  warmth  of  affection 
which  intelleCfuai  eminence  cannot 
alone  fecure.  Of  an  open  and 
generous  difpofition,  he  difplayed 
the  enviable  qualities  which  render 
domeilic  intercourfe  profitable  and 
interefting.  The  general  voice  had 
awarded  him  a  pre-eminence  in 
literature  that  feemed  to  preclude 
all  hopes  of  rivalfhip :  but  his 
cftimare  of  his  own  attainments 
was  uniformly  confident  with  per¬ 
fect:  modefty  ;  and  no  man  could 
evirce  himfelf  more  willing  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  genuine  merit  in  other 
candidates  for  fame.  This  affabi¬ 
lity,  united  to  the  charms  of  a 
brilliant  converfation,  rendered  his 
fociety  highly  acceptable  to  per- 
fons  of  the  moll  oppofite  denomina¬ 
tion.  His  countenance  was  flern 
and  auflere,  but  his  heart  foft  and 
humane.  In  his  writings,  he  in¬ 
culcates  the  principles  of  patriot- 
ifm  and  benevolence  ;  and  in  his 
•commerce  with  the  world,  he  did 
not  depart  from  his  folitary  fpecu- 
lations.  His  patriotifm  was  of 
•that  unadulterated  fpecies  which 
flows  from  general  philanthropy  : 
his  large  foul  embraced  the  com¬ 
mon  family  of  mankind,  but  his 
alfeClions  taught  him  that  his  firft 
regards  were  due  to  the  barren 
land  from  which  he  derived  his 
birth.  Notwithflanding  his  long 
habituation  to  an  academical  life, 
his  manners  betrayed  none  of  the 
peculiarities  of  a  mere  pedagogue. 
During  his  latter  years,  when  his 
conftitution  was  broken  by  com¬ 
plicated  difeafes,  and  his  mind  fick. 
of  terreftrial  objects,  he  became 


negligent  in  his  drefs,  and  perhap* 
fomewhat  inattentive  to  the  cere¬ 
monials  of  private  intercourfe  ;  but 
his  general  charadter  was  that  of 
a  man  confpicuous  for  the  urbanity 
of  his  wit.  His  converfation  was 
alternately  facetious  and  inftruc- 
tive.  George  Buchanan's  wit  is 
kill  proverbial  among  his  country¬ 
men  ;  and  a  motley  colleftion  of 
his  fuppofed  repartees  and  adven¬ 
tures  is  one  of  the  moll  common 
books  in  the  libraries  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  peafantry.  His  humour  was 
however  of  a  more  dignified  deno¬ 
mination  than  it  is  there  repre- 
fented  ;  nature  feemed  to  have 
intended  him  for  the  ornament  and 
reformation  of  a  court.  The  na¬ 
tive  elegance  of  his  mind,  and  the 
fplendor  of  his  reputation,  fecured 
him  the  utmofl  refpeH  and  defer¬ 
ence  from  fuch  of  his  countrymen 
as  were  not  feparated  from  him  by 
the  rancour  of  political  zeal  :  and 
although  he  even  affumed  confider- 
able  latitude  in  cenfuring  the  errors 
of  exalted  ftation,  yet  the  dignified 
fimplicity  of  his  manners  prevented 
his  liberties  from  exciting  refent¬ 
ment.  Confcious  of  perfonal  worth 
and  of  intrinfle  greatnefs,  he  did 
not  fail  to  aflert  his  own  privileges: 
mere  fuperiority  of  rank  was  not 
capable  of  alluring  him  to  a  fervile 
and  degrading  attachment  ;  but  it 
was  equally  incapable  of  provoking 
his  envy  or  malice.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  chequered  life,  he  found 
himfelf  not  unfrequently  expofed  to 
the  miferies  of  poverty  ;  but  hist 
philofophical  mind  never  learned 
to  (loop  to  the  fuggeftions  of  for¬ 
did  prudence.  Although  he  at 
length  enjoyed  one  of  the  great 
offices  of  the  crown,  and  pofl'efled 
other  fources  of  emolument,  yet 
his  liberality  feems  to  have  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  in  proportion  to  his  opu¬ 
lence  ;  he  parch  a  fed  no  eftates, 
and  had  no  hoards  of  treafure  to 
bequeath.  Of  his  prodigality  or 
oftentation  no  evidence  occurs  :  it 
is  not  therefore  unreafonable  to 
conclude*  that  the  principal  charms 
of  his  wealth  arofe  from  its  appli¬ 
cation  to  benevolent  purpofes.  Of 
the  truth  of  the  Chriliiao  religion* 
and  consequently  of  its  eternal  mo¬ 
ment,  his  conviction  feems  to  have 
been  compleat  and  uniform.  Sir 
James  Meivil,  although  his  poli¬ 
tical  enemy,  hgs  candidly  repre- 
fented  him  as  a  man  of  piety.  The 
nature  of  his  attachment  to  the 
Reformation  was  confident  with 
his  ufual  wifdom  ;  he  eagerly  hail¬ 
ed  the  dawn  of  an  aera  which  pro- 
mifed  to  relieve  the  world  of  enor¬ 
mous  delufion,  and  of  enormous 
profligacy  ;  but  he  certainly  could 
not  approve  the  exceffes  of  a  party 
which  evinced  fufficient  inclina¬ 
tion,  as  foon  as  it  poffeffed  fuffi- 
eient  power,  to  tyrannize  over  the 
conferences  of  mankind.  The  ex¬ 
travagances  of  John  Knox,  with 
whom  he  appears  to  have  been  per- 
fonaliy  acquainted,  and  who  was 
Undoubtedly  a  moft  powerful  cham¬ 
pion  in  a  eaufe  of  which  they  enter¬ 
tained  the  fame  general  fentiments, 
have  received  no  fplendid  encomi¬ 
ums  from  the  hifiorical  pen  of  Bu¬ 
chanan.  He  was  too  delicate  to 
devour  popular  creeds,  and  too  en¬ 
lightened  to  applaud  the  tierce  lpirit 
of  intoleration  in  men  who  had 
thcmfclves  been  roufed  to  ftrenu- 
ous  g&ionby  the  bittsrnefs  of  per¬ 
secution. 

u  Nor  was  the  genius  of  Bucha¬ 
nan  lefs  variegated  than  his  life. 
Xb  his  numerous  writings,  he  dif- 
covers  a  vigorous  and  mature  com¬ 
bination  of  talents  which  have 


feldom  been  found  united  in  equal 
perfeffion.  According  to  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion,  intellectual  fuperio- 
rity  is  almoft  invariably  circum- 
feribed  by  one  of  the  two  grand 
partitions  which  philofophers  have 
delineated  5  it  is  either  founded  on 
the  predominancy  of  thofe  capabi¬ 
lities  which  conftitute  what  is 
termed  the  imagination,  or  of  thofe 
which  in  contradiftinCtion  are 
denominated  the  underftanding, 
Thefe  different  powers  of  exer¬ 
tion,  though  certainly  net  incorru 
patible  with  each  other,  are  but 
rarely  found  to  coalefee  in  equal 
maturity.  Buchanan  has  how¬ 
ever  difplayed  them  in  the  fame 
high  degree  of  perfe&ion.  To 
an  imagination  excurfive  and  bril¬ 
liant,  he  unites  an  undeviating 
reCtitude  of  judgment.  His  learn¬ 
ing  was  at  once  elegant,  various, 
and  profound  :  Tumebus,  who  was 
affociated  with  him  in  the  fame 
college,  and  whofe  decifions  will 
not  be  ralhly  controverted,  has 
characterized  him  as  a  man  of 
confummate  erudition.  Molt  of 
the  ancient  writers  had  limited 
their  afpiring  hopes  to  one  depart¬ 
ment  of  literature  ;  and  even  to 
excel  in  one,  demands  the  happy 
perfeverance  of  a  cultivated  genius. 
Plato  defpaired  of  gaining  a  repu¬ 
tation  by  his  poetry  ;  the  poetical 
attempts  of  Cicero,  though  lefs 
contemptible  perhaps  than  they 
are  commonly  reprefented,  would 
not  have  been  fufficient  to  tvanf. 
mit  an  illufirious  name  to  future 
ages.  Buchanan  has  not  only  at¬ 
tained  to  excellence  in  each  fpecies 
of  eompofition,  but  in  each  lpecie.s 
has  difplayed  a  variety  of  excel¬ 
lence  :  in  philofophicgl  dialogue 
and  hiftoricai  narrative,  in  lyric 
3nd  didactic  poetry,  iieelegy,  epi- 
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gfam,  and  fatire,  he  has  never  been 
equalled  in  modern,  and  hardly 
fur  palled  in  ancient  times.  A  few 
Roman  poets  of  the  pureft  ages 
have  excelled  him  in  their  feveral 
provinces ;  but  none  of  them  has 
evinced  the  fame  capability  of  uni- 
verfal  attainment.  Horace  and 
Livy  wrote  in  the  language  which 
they  had  learned  from  their  mo¬ 
thers  ;  but  its  very  acquifition  was 
to  Buchanan  the  refult  of  much 
youthful  labour.  Yet  he  writes 
with  the  purity,  the  elegance,  and 
freedom  of  an  ancient  Roman. 
Unfettered  by  the  claffical  re¬ 
ft  faints  which  Ihrivel  the  powers 
of  an  ordinary  mind,  he  expati¬ 
ates  with  all  the  charafleriftic 
energy  of  ftrong  and  original  fen- 
timent ;  he  produces  new  combi¬ 
nations  of  fancy,  and  Lovells  them 
with  language  equally  polilhed 
and  appropriate.  His  di&ion  uni* 
formly  difplays  a  happy  vein  of 
elegant  and  mafculine  fimplicity  ; 
and  is  diftinguilhed  by  that  pro¬ 
priety  and  perfpieuity,  which  can 
only  be  attained  by  a  man  perfectly 
mailer  of  his  own  ideas,  and  of 
the  language  in  which  he  writes. 
The  Variety  of  his  poetical  mea- 
fures  is  itnmenfe,  and  to  each  fpe- 
cies  he  imparts  its  peculiar  grace 
and  harmooy.  The  ftyle  of  his 
profe  exhibits  correfpondent  beau¬ 
ties  ;  nor  is  it  chequered  by  phrafe. 
Ologies  unfuitable  in  that  mode  of 
compofttion.  His  diftion,  whe¬ 
ther  in  profe  or  verfe,  is  not  a 
tiflue  of  centos ;  he  imitates  the 
ancients  as  the  ancients  imitated 
*aeh  other.  No  Latin  poet  of 
modern  times  has  united  the  fame 
SfigifiaUty  and  elegance  ;  no  hif- 
torian  has  fo  completely  imbibed 
the  genius  of  antiquity  without 
fteifig  betrayed  into  fertile  and 


pedantic  imitation.  But  his  works 
may  legitimately  claim  a  higher 
order  of  merit ;  they  have  added 
no  inconfiderable  influx  to  the 
general  ftream  of  human  know¬ 
ledge.  The  wit,  the  pungency, 
the  vehemence,  of  his  ecclefialtical 
fatires,  mull  have  tended  to  fo¬ 
ment  the  genial  flame  of  reforma¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  political  fpeculations 
are  evidently  thofe  of  a  man  Who 
had  nobly  foared  beyond  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  of  his  age.” 


Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Francis  Grofe9 
E/l- 

[From  Noble's  Hiflory  of  the  CoL 
lege  of  Arms.) 


Francis  Grofe,  Efq.  F.  A.  S. 
was  the  fon  of  Francis  Grofe,  Efq. 
a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  fet¬ 
tled  in  England,  became  fo  eminent 
a  jeweller,  that  he  was  employed 
in  getting  up  the  crown  for  the 
coronation  of  George  II.  Retir¬ 
ing  from  bulinefs,  he  refided  at 
Richmond,  a  nd  became  a  juft  ice  of 
peace  for  the  county  of  Surry.  Dy¬ 
ing  in  December,  1769,  his  prints 
and  (hells  were  difpofed  of  in  the 
following  year.  By  Ann,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Bennett,  of  King- 
lion,  in  Oxfordfhire,  he  had  the 
herald,  and  feveral  other  fonsj  they 
were,  Mr,  John  Grofe,  F.  A.  S. 
author  of  “  Ethics.”  John- Henry 
Grofe,  Efq.  who  wrote  the  Voy¬ 
age  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  printed  in 
1772,  in  two  volumes,  father  of 
Daniel  Grofe,  Efq.  F.  A.S.  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  royal  regiment  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  Edward  Grofe,  Efq.  a 
merchant,  in  Threadneedle-ftreet  ; 
and  Sir  Nafh  Grofe,  jullice  of  the 
King's  Bench.  Francis  Grofe,  Efq. 
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Richmond,  the  eldeft  Ton,  born  at 
Grcenford,  in  Middlefex,  having 
a  tafte  for  heraldry  and  antiqui¬ 
ties,  his  father  procured  him  a 
place  in  the  College  of  Arms.  At 
his  death  he  left  him  a  fortune, 
which,  with  (Economy,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  fuppiied  all  reafonable 
demands ;  but  eccentric,  eafy,  a 
lover  and  promoter  of  pleafantry, 
he  never  reflected  about  contin¬ 
gencies.  Resigning  his  tabard  in 
1763,  he  became  adjutant- paymas¬ 
ter  of  the  Hampfhire  militia  ;  here 
he  found  others  equally  difpofed  to 
frolic  and  mirth,  his  moments  paf- 
fed  pleafantly  :  the  only  books  of 
account  he  kept,  as  he  ufed  to  own, 
were  his  right  and  left  hand  pock¬ 
ets  ;  into  the  one  he  put  what  he 
received  ;  from  the  other  he  paid  ; 
the  defigning,  and  the  carelefs,  re¬ 
garded  him  as  their  dupe,  and  he 
icon  felt  the  effects  of  his  eafy  cre¬ 
dulity.  He  found  refources  in  his 
excellent  clafficat  education,  and 
his  fine  take  for  drawing ;  this 
gave  rife  to  his  projecting  thofe 
elegant,  fplendid,  and  curious  vo-’ 
lumes,  which  adorn  our  belt  libra¬ 
ries.  tils  works  are,  Antiquities 
©f  England  and  Wales,  in  four  vo¬ 
lumes  5  of  Scotland,  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  the  fame  of  Guernfey  and 
jerfey,  in  two  volumes. 

The  works  he  publifhed  upon 
this  interefting  fubjed  are  faithful 
sketches  of  Druidical  remains,  and 
of  the  ruinated  caitles  and  monaf- 
teries  in  the  Britifti  ides.  He  was 
often  affifted  by  his  friends,  both 
in  drawing,  and  oftener  in  the  hif- 
toricai  part,  but  never  without  the 
moft  grateful  acknowledgments. 
Mr.  Grofe  had  been  for  fome  time 
a,  Fellow  of  the  Societies  of  Anti¬ 
quaries  of  London  and  Bath  •  the 
former  in  March  31,  1757-  He 


alfo  had  rifen  in  his  profeflion  to 
be  a  captain  in  the  Surry  militia  ; 
and  as  he  had  publifhed  his  volumes 
of  the  Antiquities  of  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey,  in  1787,  he  applied  him- 
felf  to  what  related  to  his  military’ 
fittiation.  In  1786,  1788,  he  print¬ 
ed  his  is  Military  Antiquities  re- 
fpedting  a  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh 
Army,  from  the  Conqueft  to  the 
prefent  time/’  in  two  volumes, 
4to.  illuftrated  with  great  variety 
of  plates ;  and  like  the  former 
works,  publifhed  in  numbers.  As 
a  kind  of  prelude  to  thefe  volumes 
he  publifhed,  “  A  Treatife  on  an¬ 
cient  Armour  and  Weapons,  illus¬ 
trated  by  plates  taken  from  the 
original  armour  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  other  arfenals,  mu-, 
fetims  and  cabinets,  1785,  410.” 
To  which  he  gave  a  Supplement  in 
1789,  4to.  The  plates  in  both 
were  etched  by  Mr.  John  Hamil¬ 
ton,  vice-prefident  of  the  Society 
of  Artiffs  of  Great  Britain,  ((  exe¬ 
cuted  inafree  painter-like  manner. 5  * 
In  178;,  he  publifhed  “  A  claf- 
fical  Dictionary  of  the  vulgar 
Tongue, 5 >  which  by  no  means  ad¬ 
ded  to  his  reputation,  and  “  A 
Guide  to  Health,  Beauty,  Honour, 
and  Riches  ;  being  a  collection  of 
humorous  advertifements,  pointing, 
out  means  to  obtain  thofe  bleiV 
lings,”  with  a  fuitable  introduc¬ 
tory  preface.  In  1786,  “  The 
Hiftory  cf  Dover  Caftle,  by  the. 
Rev.  William  Darell,  chaplain  to 
Queen  Elizabeth.”  The  Latin 
MS.  from  w  hich  this  was  printed,- 
was  tranferibed  from  the  original 
by  William  Oldys,  Efq.  Ncrroy. 
It  is  elegantly  printed  in  quarto 
and  oCtavo,  the  fame  fize  as  the 
large  and  fmall  editions  of  the  An¬ 
tiquities  of  England  and  Wales, 
with  ten  beautiful  views,  finely 
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engraved,  from  drawings  taken  by 
himfelf  on  the  fpot.  In  1788, 
“  A  provincial  Gloffary,  with  a 
Collection  of  local  Proverbs,  and 
popular  Superftitions,”  8vo.  In 
the  fame  year  appeared,  without 
his  name,  but  which  was  generally 
afcribed  to  him,  “  Rules  tor  draw¬ 
ing  Caricatures,  the  fubjedl  illuf- 
trated  with  four  copper. plates, 
with  an  EiTay  on  Comic  Painting.” 
In  1789,  he  began  his  Scottifn 
tour  ;  the  reful t  of  it  appeared 
firft  in  1790.  Before  the  whole 
was  complete  he  went  to  Ireland, 
which  was  to  be  viewed  as  the 
filter  kingdoms,  and  its  antiqui¬ 
ties,  comprifed  in  forty  numbers, 
in  the  fame  fize  as  the  reft  of  his 
works  of  that  kind,  were  to  be 
given;  but  when  only  in  the  fifty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age,  he  was 
carried  off  by  an  apoplectic  ftroke, 
May  12,  1791,  in  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Hone,  in  Dublin.  Since  his 
death,  a  fmall  odiavo  volume  of 
mifcellaneous  fubjedts  was  pub- 
lifhed,  by  the  late  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liamfcn,  from  which  I  have  given 
the  lives  of  Warburton,  Somerfet, 
and  Oldys,  Norroy.  It  is  won¬ 
derful  that  he  was  able  to  publifti 
fo  much,  and  that  generally  fo  ex¬ 
cellent.  Befides  thefe  extenfive 
works  he  drew  the  new  plates  in 
Mr.  Martin’s  Hiftory  of  Thet- 
ford,  1779*  Mr.  William  Flac- 
ton,  bookfeller,  at  Canterbury, 
and  Mifs  Golling,  of  that  city, 
have  many  of  his  drawings 
taken  while  he  reftded  there,  which 
he  did  for  fome  years,  leaving 
married  a  lady  of  that  place. 
Cromwell,  the  vicar-general,  the 
furious  fanatical  reformer,  Knox, 
and  Oliver  Cromwell,  protedlor, 
were  founders  of  his  celebrity,  by 


deftroying  the  ecclefiaftical  and 
military  ftrudtures  of  our  ances¬ 
tors  ;  but  the  hand  of  time  had 
prepared  them  for  Grofe’s  pencil, 
by  fradturing  the  walls,  and  rear¬ 
ing  upon  and  around  them  the 
ivy,  the  mofs,  and  the  fhmb. 
There  is  an  original  miniature  por¬ 
trait  of  him  drawn  from  the  life, 
by  Dr.  Bruce,  then  furgeon  of  a 
regiment  of  foot,  in  the  poiTeffioa 
of  Mr.  Fiadlon,  who  long  knew 
and  highly  efteeined  him,  it  repre- 
fents  him  fitting  in  a  chair,  in  his 
military  uniform,  and  was  efteem- 
ed,  when  taken  twenty-feven  years 
before  his  death,  a  very  linking 
likenefs.  There  is  a  whole  length 
portrait  of  him  by  Dance,  en. 
graved  by  Bartolozzi,  which  is 
prefixed  to  the  Supplement  to  his 
English  Antiquities,  vol.  I.  There 
are  others ;  an  excellent  one  in  the 
charadler  of  a  jolly  monk,  with 
friends  Howe  andForreft  ;  another, 
equally  good,  by  a  well-known 
gentleman  artift,  S(  cordially  in- 
feribed  to  thofe  members  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  who  adjourn 
to  the  Somerfet,  by  one  of  their 
devoted  brethren/’  with  the  lamp, 
and  (i  the  following  lines  under 
it this  being  handed  about  gave 
Mr.  Grofe  much  difpleafure : 

4  Now  ****,  like  bright  Phcebus,  is  fault 
into  reft. 

Society  droops  for  the  lofs  of  his  jeft ; 
Antiquarian  debates,  unaccompanied 
with  mirth, 

To  genius  and  learning  will  never  give 
birth. 

Then  wake  brother-member,  our  friend 
from  his  fle«p. 

Left  Apollo  ihould.  frown,  and  Bacchus 
fhould  weep.’ 

i{  Another,  ftyled  the  ‘  Eng- 
lifh  Antiquary,’  is  arnongft  the 
caricature  portraits  of  Mr.  Ray, 
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of  Edinburgh.  That  in  ‘  The 
Lounger’s  Mifcellany,’  was  not 
defigned  for,  though  it  well  repre- 
fents  him.  There  is  another  which 
does  not  do  juftice  to  the  fubjefl 
it  profefies  to  reprefent.  None 
more  laughed  at  his  figure  than 
himfelf,  and  it  being  unique,  could 
not  be  miftaken  ;  he  often  figned 
not  his  name  to  his  letters,  but 
fketched  his  perfon.  How  ini¬ 
mitable  has  that  fweet  bard,  the 
unfortunate  Burns-  pourtrayed  the 
man,  when  larding  the  lean  earth 
in  his  perambulations  in  that  king¬ 
dom. 

“  Grofe,  to  a  ft  ranger,  might 
have  been  fuppofed  not  a  furname, 
but  one  felefted  as  fignificant  of 
his  figure  ;  which  was  more  of  the 
form  of  Sancho  Pan^a  than  Falftaff ; 
he  partook  greatly  of  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  both.  He  was  as  low, 
fquat,  and  rotund  as  the  former, 
and  not  lefs  a  floven ;  equalled 
him  too  in  his  love  of  deep,  and 
nearly  fo  in  his  proverbs.  In  his 
wit  he  was  a  Falftaff.  He  was  the 
butt  for  other  men  to  fhoot  at,  but 
it  always  rebounded  with  a  double 
force.  He  could  eat  with  Sancho, 
and  drink  with  the  knight.  In 
fimplicity,  probity,  and  a  com- 
paffionate  heart,  he  was  wholly  of 
the  Pan^a  breed;  his  jocularity 
could  have  pleafed  a  prince.  His 
learning,  fenfe,  fcience,  and  ho¬ 
nour*  might  have  fecured  him  the 
favour,  not  the  rejection,  of  the  all- 
accomplifhed  conqueror  of  France. 
My  petfonal  knowledge  of  the  ori* 
ginal  enables  me  to  vouch  for  the 
juftnefs  of  the  character  1  have 
drawn.  In  the  ‘St.  James’s  Even¬ 
ing*’  wa&  propofed  as  an  epitaph 
for  him,  the  following  appropriate 
Wcfds : 


Here  lies  Francis  Grose, 

On  Thurfday,  May  12,  1791, 
Death  put  an  end  to  his 
Views  and  Pfol’pedls.'” 

“  Mr.  Grofe,  I  believe,  chiefly 
refided  at  Wandfworth,  in  Surrey  : 
he  married  the  beautiful  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jordan,  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  by  whom  he  had  two  Tons 
and  five  daughters;  j.  Francis 
Grofe,  of  Croydon-Crook,  in  Sur¬ 
ry,  Efq.  a  colonel  in  the  army, 
governor  of  New  South  Wales ; 
2.  Onflow  Grofe,  Efq.  captain  of 
the  pioneer  coips  on  the  Madras 
eftablifhment,  who  died  very  lately 
in  India  ;  3. Catharine- Ann-Maria, 
born  in  the  parifti  of  All  Saints,  in 
Canterbury,  Auguft  19,  1752  ; 
4.  Ann-Elizabeth  ;  £.  Mary-Ca- 
roline  ;  and  6.  Phcebe.  One  of 
thefe  daughters  was  married  to  An- 
ketel  Singleton,  Efq.  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Landguard-fort,  in 
Effex.’* 


Pi  dure  of  Sicily . 

(From  Leslie's  Hiforical  Survey  of 
the  Foreign  Affairs  of  Great  BrL 
tain,) 

“  Situation ,  Extent ,  and  Product 
of  Sicily,- — Sicily  is  the  largeft 
ifland  in  the  Mediterranean,  fitu- 
ated  between  the  36  and  39  deg. 
N.  latitude,  and  the  1 2  and  1 6 
long,  eaft  of  London,  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  Mediterranean.— Its 
climate  has  not  the  difadvantages 
of  a  tropical  region,  while  it  i? 
exempt  from  the  rigours  which  are 
felt  in  the  north,  partaking  equally 
of  the  advantages  of  both  ;-^its 
warmer  vales  are  equal  to  the  pro¬ 
duff  ion  of  many  Eaft  and  Weft  In¬ 
dia  commodities,  while  the  moun. 
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tainous  parts  yield  the  fruit  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  fertility  of  the  foil  has 
been  from  the  earlieft  ages  the 
theme  of  both  poets  and  hiftorians, 
and  its  natural  curioiities  attraft 
the  attention  of  the  modern  travel¬ 
ler,  It  is  of  a  triangular  form, 
the  fraaller  fide  of  which  from  Cape 
Pelorus  to  Pachynus  looks  to  the 
eaft,  and  the  apex  at  Trapani  to 
which  this  is  the  bafe,  points 
to  the  weft.  It  contains  an  a^ra 
of  about  9600  fquare  miles  ;  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Apennine  ridge 
runs  throughout  its  whole  extent, 
from  the  point  of  the  Faro  of 
Melfina  called  Pelorus,  to  mount 
Eryx,  at  Trapani;  while  another 
branch  extends  round  Mount  Etna 
acrofs  the  fouth-weft,  uniting  with 
the  former  chain,  and  branching 
off  to  the  fouth-eaft  to  Caltagirone, 
where  it  is  interfered  by  the  plain 
of  Catania,  but  approaching  at  the 
celebrated  Lake  of  Palica  to  the 
Iiyblean  chain,  occupies  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Modica,  which  it  divides 
from  the  plains  of  Noto  and  Syra- 
cufe.  Sicily  prefen ts  to  the  eye 
the  figure  of  a  triangular  wedge, 
whole  thickeft  part  is  to  the  north 
and  eaft,  while  its  edges  gradually 
fall  off  towards  Mazzara,  Marfaila, 
and  Trapani.  The  interior  of  the 
country  prefents  a  bold  and  varied 
furface  ;  the  mountains  are  higher, 
and  the  vallies  more  narrow  in 
Sicily  than  in  many  other  coun¬ 
tries  ;  this  unevennefs  of  furface, 
and  the  height  of  the  mountains, 
gives  in  a  fhort  fpace  all  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  climate  experienced  in 
the  courfe  of  long  journeys.  To 
enumerate  the  various  productions 
of  Sicily  would  require  a  volume ; 
fuffice  it  to  touch  on  thofe  objeth 
which  we  ftand  moil  in  need  of, 
I  is  wines  are  equal  to  thofe  of 
Voi,.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 


Spain  and  Portugal,  when  properly 
attended  to  : — could  the  wine  trade 
to  Portugal,  which  is  now  totally 
tributary  to  and  dependent  on. 
France,  be  transferred  to  Sicily, 
the  value  would  not  go  to  enrich 
our  enemies  ;  the  cotton  of  Sicily 
is  equal  to  that  of  Surinam.  Hemp 
grows  in  abundance  in  Sicily,  and 
there  are  vaft  tra&s  of  low  and 
rich  lands  yet  waite,  where  the 
culture  might  be  extended  with 
fuccefs.  As  yet,  however,  it  is 
produced  only  in  proportion  to  the 
demand ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  were  that  encreafed,  and  the 
difficulties  of  exportation  leffened, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  peafantry 
fhould  be  better  treated  and  encou¬ 
raged,  that  Sicily  might  render  us 
lefs  dependent  on  Ruftia,  for  a  fup- 
ply  of  that  commodity.  Sweet 
oil,  both  coarfe  and  fine,  is  abun¬ 
dantly  produced  in  Sicily.  Rai- 
fins,  figs,  piftachios,  almonds, 
rice,  Indian  corn,  flax,  guinea 
corn,  foda,  and  even  the  fugar- 
cane  flourilh  here.  There  is  alfo 
a  mineral  pitch  or  afphaltum,  which 
chemifts  call  fulphateol  petrolium  ; 
this  might  be  ufed  for  (hips  bot¬ 
toms  with  fuccefs.  Fossil  coal  is 
abundant,  but  no  mine  is  worked 
— timber  is  ftill  abundant  in  fome 
parts,  but  the  woods  are  neglefted 
and  deftroyed,  partly  from  igno¬ 
rance,  partly  from  bad  policy, 
and  erroneous  fyftem  of  foreft 
laws. 

(i  Diftribution  and  Population.—* 
The  whole  ifland  is  divided  into 
three  provinces,  viz. — the  Val 
Demona,  Val  di  Noto,  and  Val 
di  Mazzara,  this  topographical 
divifion  feems  to  have  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  government,  as  the 
whole  kingdom  politically  confi- 
fidered,  is  comprehended  under  the 
Series.  *Kk  three 
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hree  bracci  (arms,)  or  orders. 
The  military  or  feudal,  the  clergy, 
and  the  demefne,  or  royal  town. 
Ihips,  which  anfwer  to  our  free 
burghs  in  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
population  of  the  whole  kingdom 
is  eftimated  at  1,500,000.  Palermo 
contains  200,000  fouls  5  Mefiina, 
80,000;  Catania,  70,000;  Cal- 
tagirone,  50,000  ;  N010,  35,000; 
thefe  are  the  principal  towns  in  the 
ill  and. 

iC  Di'vijion  of  the  Landed  Pro¬ 
perty.- — Roger  the  Norman,  con¬ 
queror  of  Sicily,  cotemporary 
with  our  William-  the  Firft,  on  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  divided 
the  lands  of  the  kingdom  into 
three  portions,  one  third  of  thefe 
were  called  the  demefnes  of  the 
crown,  which  are  adminiftered  by 
the  corporations  of  the  royal  towns 
where  they  are  lituated,  each  town 
according  to  the  revenue  of  its  de- 
mefnial  lands,  pays  to  the  king  a 
certain  income,  befides  maintaining 
the  police,  roads,  &c.  &c.  and  the 
tribute  which  each  territory  pays 
is  called  the  royal  patrimony.  The 
Tribunal  of  Patrimony,  of  which 
we  ihall  give  a  description  in  its 
place,  is  the  fupreme  moderator 
and  comptroller  of  this  revenue. 

A  next  third  part  of  thefe 
lands  was  diftributed  by  King  Ro¬ 
ger  among  his  nobles ;  fome  of  thefe 
were  fiefs  contained  within  the 
territory  of  the  royal  or  demefnial 
towns,  while  others  had  a  town  of 
their  own,  of  which  the  eftate  or 
barony  formed  the  territory.  Some¬ 
times  the  townfhips  of  thefe  ba¬ 
ronial  towns  haveeftates  belong  to 
them,  which  are  adminiftered  by 
their  corporations,  called  giurati. 
The  remaining  third  portion  was 
either  diftributed  among  the  bi- 
fhops  or  mitred  abbots,  or  ferved 


to  endow  thefeveral  convents  which 
in  an  age  fertile  in  fuperftifion  \Vere 
fo  generally  eftablifhed. 

“  T  his  diftribution  of  property 
has  remained  thus  ever  fince  the 
Norman  conqueft,  and  all  the 
noble  fiefs  as  they  are  held  by  a 
grant  in  military  tenure,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  the  crown,  and 
given  to  a  family  and  their  de- 
feendants,  fubjeT  to  military  fer- 
vice.  This  cireumftance  fuppofes 
an  abfolutelv  ft  rift  entail,  which 
prevents  the  lale  of  fiefs  without 
the  king’s  fanft ion  ( verbo  regio  ;) 
it  fuppofes  alfo  the  indivifibility  of 
the  fief — hence  the  rights  of  pri. 
mogeniture,  which  has  reduced  the 
younger  branches  of  families  to  a 
molt  miferable  ft  ate. 

“  Thus  the  lands  of  the  nobles 
are  entailed  in  their  families.  Thofe 
of  the  church  are  attached  to  it, 
and  the  demefne  lands  are  equally 
fo  to  the  corporations,  as  is  above- 
mentioned.— “Though  the  obftacles 
to  the  alienation  of  property  are 
in  fome  meafure  removed,  yet 
enough  remains  to  generate  numer¬ 
ous  law-fuits,  and  to  prevent  thofe 
who  have  much  land  and  no  money, 
from  felling  one  part  in  order  to 
improve  the  reft.  For  if  any 
claimants  in  fucceffion  put  in  their 
plea,  either  the  fale  is  prevented*, 
or  the  title  becomes  difputed.  This 
is  much  the  cafe  with  the  inferior 
clafs  of  landholders  who  poifefs 
farms  granted  in  copyhold,  on 
noble,  eceleftaftical,  or  demefnial 
eftates.  In  Syracufe  the  low  lands 
near  the  Fountain  of  the  Cyane 
are  now  marfhes,  the  poifdfors 
have  no  capital  to  improve  them  ; 
ard,  as  they  are  entailed,  no  one 
elfe  who  has  money  can  make  the 
acquifition. 

**  Orders  of  Society .  —  Thofe 
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princes,  dukes,  marquifies,  and 
barons,  who  hold  eftates  which 
have  a  town,  or  fufficient  popula¬ 
tion,  are  called  parliamentary  ba¬ 
rons,  and  have  a  right  to  fit  in  the 
aftembly  of  the  nobles :  all  others 
are  called  ruftic  fiefs,  and  give  no 
right  of  this  kind  to  their  land¬ 
lords,  though  they  be  decorated 
with  a  title. 

“  The  next  order  of  men  are  the 
clergy,  whoform  a  diftinft  affembly 
or  houfe  in  the  parliament,  and 
confifts  of  archbifhops,  bifhops, 
archimandrites,  mitred  abbots,  8cc. 
The  principal  of  thefe  are  younger 
brothers  of  the  noble  families,  fo 
that,  in  fad,  the  ecclefiaftical  houfe 
of  parliament  is  tied  to  the  lords. 

t(  The  next  order  of  men  confifts 
of  a  fecond  rank  of  nobles,  who 
hold  fiefs  without  burghs  or  towns, 
and  who,  though  they  have  the 
fame  fplendid  titles,  have  no  feat 
in  the  parliament  :  many  of  thefe 
inhabit  the  principal  cities  in  the 
kingdom. 

“  The  next  order  are  the  burghers 
of  the  different  towns ;  thefe  ap¬ 
ply  to  agriculture,  to  the  church, 
and  to  the  medical  and  legal  pro- 
feflions ;  then  come  the  artizans 
and  peafants.  Thefe  are  the  pea- 
fants  of  the  demefne,  and  thofe  who 
are  the  vaffals  of  the  parliamentary 
lords. 

ss  Royal  Detnpf?2e$.~ The  royal 
demefnes,  confiding,  as  we  have 
before  obferved,  of  thofe  lands 
which  king  Roger  referved  to  him- 
felf,  are  the  territories  of  the  royal 
townfhips.  Each  town  contributes 
its  quota  to  the  royal  patrimony, 
and  all  muft  fend  their  accounts 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  fame  name 
in  Palermo.  The  giurati  (or  al¬ 
dermen)  are  annually  nominated 


*499 

by  the  tribunal,  from  the  lift  of 
principal  nobles  and  burghers,  in 
each  town,  as  well  as  the  captain 
of  juft  ice,  anfwering  to  our  fheriffs  5 
and  the  latter  is  anfvverable  for  all 
robberies  committed  within  the 
territory  between  fun  and  fun  ;  the 
quota  of  each  townfhip  is  fixed  | 
the  furplus  ferves  for  paving  ftreets, 
or  any  other  public  work. 

*  Monftrum  liorrendem  informe  ingens 

cui  lumen  ademption.’ 

Virgil 

The  Tribunal  of  Patrimony .■ — - 
The  tribunal  of  patrimony  confifts 
of  fix  members,  viz.  the  prefident, 
the  confervadore  generale,  who 
is  the  king’s  advocate,  and  four 
judges.  _ 

As  this  board  fuperintends  the 
king’s  territorial  revenues,  fo  it 
commands  the  municipalities  of  the 
royal  and  baronial  towns ;  and  as 
the  property  of  every  individual 
is  implicated  either  in  the  one  or 
the  other,  fo  it  has  become  a  civil 
court,  under  the  pretence  of  an  au¬ 
thority  in  what  regards  the  royal 
interefts.  In  the  fame  manner  it 
has  an  authority  over  all  ecclefiaf¬ 
tical  lands,  and  the  copyholds 
granted  thereon  by  the  crown  j 
thus  no  aft  whatever  with  regard 
to  landed  property  can  be  done 
without  its  cognizance.  Inthefame 
manner  as  to  all  duties  on  exports  and 
imports,  which  anfwer  to  tonnage 
and  poundage,  and  which  are  en¬ 
forced  with  all  poffible  rigor :  and  as 
the  exports  and  imports  themfelves 
intereft  the  royal  revenues,  fo  this 
board  has  affumed  a  diftatorial 
right  to  command, — not  by  fixed 
rules  or  general  laws,  but  by  ifluing 
an  order  or  permiflion  on  every  in- 
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div'd  ial  occafion.  None  of  the 
produce  of  the  country,  that  is, 
corn,  oil,  and  fome  others,  as  car- 
tie,  &c.  can  be  exported  without 
its  permiffion,  though  the  exporter 
offers  to  pay  the  duties ;  the  per- 
miffion  to  export  hemp  is  given 
annually,  as  an exclufive  privilege, 
to  one  perfon  in  a  maritime  dif- 
trid  ;  fo  that  the  merchant  who 
would  export  it  mull  not  only  pay 
the  duties  to  the  king,  but  a  duty 
to  this  individual;  thus  the  tribu¬ 
nal,  after  obliging  the  merchant  to 
pay  the  tax,  farms  another  for 
their  own  emolument  to  the  beff 
bidder.  With  regard  to  corn,  cat¬ 
tle,  and  oil,  the  greateft  difficulty  oc¬ 
curs  in  the  exportation  ;  and  a  par¬ 
ticular  order  is  requisite  from  Pa¬ 
lermo,  to  obtain  a  permiffion  for 
the  fame;  to  procure  this  the  trader 
mult  bribe  through  thick  and  thin. 
Sometimes  the  right  of  exoortation 
is  allowed  for  a  ihort  time,  and 
then  fuddenly  Popped  ;  and  thus 
caufes  the  ruin  of  thole  who  had 
provided  a  quantity  to  (hip  off, 

“  The  Tribunal  of  Patrimony 
fends  a  ftrid  order,  either  to  the 
corporations  of  the  towns,  or  the 
corn  deputies,  where  thefe  exift,  (for 
every  town  in  Sicily  has  its  parti¬ 
cular  government,  weights,  and 
meafures,  by  which  much  profitable 
confufion  arifes)  to  provide  as  much 
wheat  as  will  ferve  for  the  whole 
year  ;  this,  under  pretence  of  be¬ 
ing  direded  for  the  public  good, 
produces  the  diforders  and  injus¬ 
tice  which  it  is  here  our  bufinefs 
to  unfold.  The  corn  trade  is  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  cor¬ 
porations  ;  in  order  to  fupport 
them  in  this  abufe,  thefe  are  in¬ 
verted  with  an  abfolute  authority 
;  re  vent  the  produce  of  their 


diftrid  from  being  carried  t<*  a 
neighbouring  town,  and  to  forbid 
that  of  another  from  being  admit, 
ted  into  their  territory.  Thus 
arifes  a  complete  ftagnation  of  the 
inland  trade ;  if  once  the  price  of 
corn  fhould  fall  after  the  corpora¬ 
tion  has  made  its  provifion,  the 
fevereft  penalties  are  inflided  on 
any  one  who  fhould  endeavour  to 
bring  his  corn  to  market,  and  he 
muft  fubmit  to  fell  it,  giving  up 
his  profit  to  the  corporation,  or 
let  it  fpoil  in  his  magazines  ;  if  he 
grinds  it  into  flour  it  is  feized,  and 
fhould  he  attempt  to  export  it,  he 
runs  the  rifk  of  being  cafhiered 
and  ruined. 

il  A  certain  farmer  of  the  town 
of  Granmichele,  in  the  Val  di 
Noto,  had  in  a  granary  in  the 
territory  of  Mineo,  about  fifty 
quarters  of  wheat,  which  then  bore 
an  high  price,  as  it  was  a  year  of 
fcarcity: — the  giurati  or  corpora¬ 
tion,  without  afking  any  queftions, 
broke  open  the  fame,  and  took  the 
wheat  to  their  town.  The  farmer’s 
complaint  to  the  tribunal  was 
anfwered  by  a  full  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  giurati,  but 
with  an  order  that  he  fhould  be 
paid  by  them,  allowing  a  credit 
of  fome  months  ;  during  this  in¬ 
terval  the  office  of  thefe  (who  are 
chofen  annually)  expired ;  their 
fucceffors  refufed  to  pay,  and  the 
farmer  having  profecu ted  the  cor¬ 
poration,  before  the  fame  tribunal 
which  had  given  the  above  order, 
was  caft  ;  fo  that  he  was  firft 
plundered,  and  the  public  robbery 
thus  fan&ioned  by  a  decifion  of  the 
court,  made  contrary  to  their  own 
orders.  This  perfon  is  ftill  alive, 
and  is  baronial  governor  of  Gran¬ 
michele  for  the  Prince  of  Butera  l 
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<c  The  privilege  of  fupplying 
the  city  of  Palermo  with  oil  and 
cattle  is  granted  to  contractors  ; 
thefe  exercife  every  kind  of  ty¬ 
ranny  ;  as  the  tribunal  fupports 
them  in  every  meafure  which  they 
can  devife  to  oblige  the  holder  to 
fell  to  a  disadvantage,  and  thefe 
gentlemen  are  in  return  handfomely 
complimented  by  the  contractors. 
Until  thefe  laft  have  bought  the 
oil  they  want  at  the  price  which 
fuits  them,  no  exportation  is  al¬ 
lowed  ;  and  even  then  the  tribunal 
makes  fo  many  difficulties  in  order 
to  get  bribes  to  permit  the  export¬ 
ation,  that  the  whole  difappears  in 
contraband ;  thus  the  fmuggling 
trade  faves  the  country  from  abfo- 
lute  ruin  ;  and  if  it  could  be  pre¬ 
vented,  no  one  would  find  it  worth 
his  while  to  prefs  out  his  olives  ; 
as  the  above  illicit  trade  prevents 
the  prices  from  being  totally  de¬ 
graded  :  two  years  fince,  though 
the  failure  of  the  autumnal  ra.ns 
prevented  the  growth  of  the  paf- 
tures,  and  though  the  cattle  were 
dyingevery  where  for  want  of  food, 
every  one  feeking  to  get  rid  of  that 
portion  which  he  could  not  fupporr, 
the  ftupid  tribunal  never  relaxed 
the  prohibition  to  export. 

By  another  effed  of  the  con- 
fummate  ignorance  and  wickednefs 
of  this  board,  the  duties  on  the 
importation  of  thefe  commodities, 
bears  no  proportion  to  that  on  ex¬ 
portation  ;  and  foreign  produce  re¬ 
exported,  is  not  worfe  treated  ;  fo 
that  it  feems  deliberately  intended 
to  encourage  foreign  agriculture  at 
the  expence  of  their  own. 

l(  It  will  be  natural  to  alk  who 
are  the  men  who  compote  this 
board  ?  T  hey  are  lawyers,  whofe 
whole  lives  having  been  fpent  in 
fcenes  of  the  molt  iniquitous  lit  if 


gation,  poffefs  no  kind  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  commerce,  when  they 
are  promoted  to  this  rank  ;  f>  that 
all  commercial  regulations,  which 
with  us  are  fixed  by  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  are  here  left  to  their  a  bfo* 
lute  will  and  c  price,  to  ignorance 
and  venality. 

i(  Foreign  imports  are  taxed  ad 
valorem,  and  a  tariff  has  lately 
been  made  to  that  effed  ;  but  the 
raw  produce  of  the  foil  which  is 
the  only  fource  of  riches  to  Sicily, 
finds  fo  many  obftacles  to  exporta¬ 
tion,  from  the  difficulties  which 
are  ever  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
merchant,  that  it  feems  as  if  the 
Tribunal  of  Patrimony  took  all 
the  pains  poffible  to  keep  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade  always  in  favour  of 
foreign  nations. 

“  As  this  tribunal  hasacontroul 
over  all  the  corporations  in  the 
kingdom,  it  has  multiplied  its  re¬ 
gulations  and  orders  fo  much,  with 
refped  to  the  privileges  of  each 
town,  that  though  thefe  are  clear 
and  explicit,  and  though  the  law 
preferibes  the  extent  of  their  pow¬ 
ers,  the  tribunal  has  by  degrees 
caufed  every  thing  to  be  referred  to 
itfelfi — this  has  been  done  in  order 
to  multiply  fees  and  writings ; 
and  it  has  fo  well  fucceeded,  as 
to  caufe  all  the  confufion  which  at 
prefent  reigns, —  the  fuppreffion  of 
papers,  and  documents,  which  are 
wilfully  fer  afide,  fo  that  delay, 
difeouragement,  and  ruin,  are  and 
have  been  the  inevitable  confe- 
quences. 

“  Corn  Lan,vst — It  is  impoffible 
to  give  a  diftinCl  account  of  the 
corn  laws  of  this  kingdom,  as 
they  differ  fo  widely  in  one  place 
from  thofe  which  obtain  in  another. 
The  general  idea,  walloing  for 
particular  exceptions*  is  nearly  as 
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follows  :—As  has  been  already 
©bferved,  the  Tribunal  of  Patri¬ 
mony  annually  gives  an  order,  not 
only  to  the  corporations  of  the 
demefne,  but  alfo  to  thofe  of  the 
baronial  towns,  to  provide  at  bar- 
veft  a  fupply  fufficient  for  the  whole 
year,  this  of  courfe  forms  a  com¬ 
plete  monopoly  of  corn  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom.  The  jea- 
loufy  of  each  corporation  in  the 
material  concern  of  provifion  for 
the  year,  caufes  the  molt  prohibi¬ 
tory  orders  to  be  iffiued  in  every 
townfhip. 

As  the  country  is  very  va¬ 
rious  in  its  furface,  fo  the  abund¬ 
ance  of  the  harveft  is  often  partial, 
nature  generally  providing  more 
than  fufficient  in  one  diftridf,  and 
leaving  but  a  fcanty  allowance  in 
another.  In  the  abundant  dif- 
fridls,  the  corporations,  after  they 
have  obtained  enough  for  their 
own  fupply,  forbid  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  the  overplus.  The  hold¬ 
ers  of  the  corn  mud  therefore  fell 
it  to  the  neighbouring  diftrifts  by 
ftealth,  or  give  a  ihare  of  their 
profits  to  the  corporation,  which 
turns  the  right  of  prohibition  to 
its  own  advantage.  In  the  diftritft 
where  the  fcarcity  is  felt,  the  corn 
for  the  ufe  of  the  town  is  bought 
at  a  high  price  ;  and  when  the  de¬ 
mand  is  fatisfied  as  to  the  quantity 
required,  or  that  the  corporation 
have  a  fufficient  fupply  to  go  on 
for  a  time,  the  holders  of  corn  find 
means  to  fell  it  to  the  traders  in 
thofe  towns  where  it  is  dill  at  a 
high  price.  Here  begin  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  corporation  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  fale,  and  the  diligence  of  the 
merchants  to  deceive  their  vigil¬ 
ance  ;  for  fhould  theprice  of  corn  fall 
after  the  corporation  has  laid  in  its 
dock,  they  would  either  not  be  able 


to  fell  at  all,  or  fell  at  a  lofs 
They  are  obliged  to  make  up  the 
lofs  to  the  patrimony,  or  capital  of 
the  townfhip,  and  the  tribunal  holds 
them  anfwerable  for  the  fame.  In 
one  town,  the  flour  was  fold  by  the 
corporation  for  eighteen  taris  the 
tumolo,  while  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  flour  of  the  fame  quality  was 
diftributed  at  twelve  to  the  people. 

“  Another  law  is  in  force  in 
Sicily  with  refpeft  to  corn,  the 
abfurdity  and  barbarity  of  which 
is  unknown  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  which  however  it  has  not 
been  poffihle  to  get  rid  of.-— In 
every  townfhip,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  very  few,  the  corpora¬ 
tion  takes  an  account  at  harvefl, 
and  obliges  every  farmer,  renter, 
or  landholder,  to  give  in  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  quantity  of  corn  his 
lands  have  produced ;  the  price  of 
grain  is  fixed  by  an  affize  on  the 
15th  of  Auguft  •  at  this  price  the 
holder  is  obliged  to  deliver  in,  to 
the  corporation,  the  third  part  of 
the  produce  of  his  eftate  on  de¬ 
mand,  notwithflanding  the  prices 
may  have  rifen  confiderably.  Some¬ 
times  the  corporation  after  having 
given  permiffion  to  the  landholder 
to  fell  his  corn  off,  faying  they 
had  a  fufficient  quantity,  two 
months  after,  has  called  on  him 
for  his  quota,  and  he  has  been 
obliged  to  buy  the  quantity  re¬ 
quired,  late  in  the  feafon,  at  a 
lofs  of  30  per  cent ! 

((  Sometimes  the  corporation 
agrees  with  that  of  another  diftrift, 
or  with  a  rich  landholder,  for  a 
quantity  of  corn,  at  a  price  far 
below  the  affize  fixed  in  their  own 
tariff.  This  corn  is  then  brought 
into  the  public  magazine,  where 
it  is  excluflvely  ground  in  the 
mills,  and  then,  as  no  other  can 
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he  ground,  no  purchafer  can  buy 
but  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
unfortunate  holders  are  obliged  to 
fell  at  the  price  impofed  on  them. 
It  is  unnecefiary  to  enter  farther 
into  this  matter,  all  the  fatal  con- 
Sequences  of  fuch  a  fyftem  are  ob¬ 
vious. 

“  In  abundant  years  the  furplus 
corn  which  cannot  be  confumed, 
and  is  intended  for  exportation, 
is  carried  to  the  caricatori,  or 
places  deftined  for  a  depot.  The 
poffefiors  who  then  depofit  their 
corn  hold  it  as  joint  (lock  $  by  an 
abufe  in  the  officers  who  prefide 
over  thefe,  it  is  neceflary  frequently 
to  transfer  the  ftock  from  one  name 
to  another  in  the  books,  other  wife 
its  exiftence  is  forgotten  or  denied, 
and  it  becomes  loft  to  the  owner. 
He  muft  then  recur  to  the  tribu¬ 
nals  in  Palermo,  where  in  the 
fpace  of  two  or  three  years,  and 
after  he  has  fpent  the  whole  value 
of  the  objedf  in  difpute,  he  gains 
his  caufe  ;  by  that  time  the  officers 
of  the  caricatori  have  been  changed 
or  difmifled,  and  their  fucceffors 
do  not  hold  themfelves  anfwerable 
for  the  malverfationsof  their  prede- 
ceftors,  though  thefe  very  carica¬ 
tori  are  under  the  faith  of  the 
crown  ;  and  thus  the  farmer  or 
merchant  is  reduced  to  beggar v. 

.  i(  Revenues  of  Sicily. — Tlie  fla¬ 
grant  abufes  in  the  revenue  fyftem 
of  this  kingdom  called  forth  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  Carac- 
cioli,  who  was  viceroy  of  Sicily 
about  25  years  ago  ;  under  his  au- 
fpices  a  Neapolitan  jurifconfult, 
called  Don  Saverio  Simonetti,  un¬ 
dertook  to  give  to  the  public  an 
account  of  them.  His  book  was 
printed  by  authority,  he  was  fent 
to  Sicily  by  the  king’s  order  ;  he 
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wrote  with  truth  and  clearnefs  1 
every  one  thought  that  a  new  re¬ 
venue  fyftem  would  be  eftablifbed. 
Simonetti  fuddenly  gave  up  the 
purfuit,  Caraccioli  was  fuperfeded 
in  the  government,  and  all  the  old 
abufes  remained  to  the  oppreffion 
and  ruin  of  the  country  :  the  reader 
may  here  read  a  faithful  tranflation 
of  the  opening  of  his  book. 

is  i  The  prefent  fyftem  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily  in  the  very  in- 
terefting  fubjedt  of  tributes,  which 
in  that  kingdom  are  called  dona¬ 
tives,  the  more  we  refledl  on  them, 
the  lefs  we  are  able  to  define  ;  fince 
it  contains  a  mafs  of  diforders,  in 
which  no  law  or  rule  of  proportion, 
among  the  various  claffes  of  thofe 
who  are  taxed  is  confidered,  but 
merely  the  caprice  of  thofe  who 
regulate  them.  I  ought  either  to 
abjure  my  right  to  common  fenfe 
fo  as  to  be  perfuaded  of  what  is 
after  ted  to  the  contrary,  or  to  re¬ 
port  to  the  king  any  thing  elfe  but 
what  I  feel  within  my  confcience, 
both  for  his  own  in te reft  and  the 
public  good.  I  feel  myfelf  unable 
to  do  either  ;  and  1  fhall  therefore 
iirft  give  a  general  idea  of  it,  and 
then  proceed  to  examine  it  in  all 
its  parts  ;  finally  I  fhall  declare 
with  that  candour  which  I  owe  to 
mvfelf,  what  is  my  opinion  on  the 
fubjedh’  ” 

This  exordium  is  here  trans¬ 
lated  to  (hew  how  evidently  thofe 
truths  which  we  have  recorded, 
have  ftruck  others  long  ago,  how 
irrefiftibly  they  have  forced  them, 
felves  on  the  attention  of  men  ex*, 
prefsly  occupied  with  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  this  fubjedl,  and  what 
hope  the  body  of  the  people  may 
be  allowed  to  cherifh  of  a  reform 
of  their  grievances ;  but  the  fyf- 
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tem  is  kept  up  by  the  barons  ;  they 
form  the  deputation  *  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
voice  of  the  gentry  and  people 
at  large,  the  government  has 
adopted  the  pernicious  practice  of 
fending  the  memorials  prefen  ted  to 
the  crown,  back  to  the  tribunals 
and  junta,  or  board,  to  be  ex¬ 
amined,  in  order  to  have  their 
counfei  and  opinion  on  them.  As 
thefe  memorials  are  in  fad;  nothing 
elfe  than  complaints  againlt  the 
abufes  of  thefe  very  boards,  they 
are  by  thefe  means  called  on  by 
the  government  to  become  judges 
in  their  own  caufe  ;  their  anfwers 

^  *  y 

accordingly  regulate  the  orders  of 
government,  which  by  acquiefcing 
in  them,  has  fandioned  a  fyftem 
of  the  moll  odious  tyranny  and 
oppreffton  under  which  a  civilized 
people  ever  groaned. 

i(  According  to  the  original  con- 
ftitution  of  Sicily,  the  three  houfes 
of  parliament  have  the  faculty  of 
granting  fupplies  to  the  crown  ; 
bur  the  majority  of  two  houfes  is 
fufficient ;  by  which  means  the 
houle  of  commons,  or  demefnial 
afiembly,  becomes  totally  nuga¬ 
tory,  and  the  lords  and  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  after  generoufly  granting  the 
fupplies,  throw  the  whole  burthen 
of  them  on  the  commons.  What¬ 
ever  remonftrances  are  made,  the 
matter  is  let t  to  the  decifion  of 
thofe  who  have  done  the  evil,  and 
the  mifchief  is  thus  perpetuated. 

(i  Simonetti  further  fays,  the 
fupplies,  according  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  inftitution  are  called  donatives. 
Of  thefe  fome  are  ordinary,  and 
others  extraordinary  ;  the  ordi¬ 
nary  are  in  number  thirteen,  and 
in  order  to  divide  the  burden,  the 


deputation  of  the  kingdom  makes 
a  cenfus  of  property,  and  a  nume. 
ration  of  fubjecls.  With  refpeft 
to  the  barons,  who  pay  nothing, 
no  notice  is  taken  of  them,  nor 
are  their  feodal  eftates  calculated, 
which  in  Sicily  form  the  principal 
part  of  the  whole  landed  property 
in  the  kingdom. 

“  The  property  of  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  prelates  is  not  properly  af- 
feffed,  notwithstanding  they  con¬ 
tribute  not  to  all  the  thirteen,*  but 
only  to  eight,  and  an  arbitrary 
quota  of  the  contribution  for  feven 
of  them  ;  they  pay  only  the  fixth 
part  of  what  is  due  from  them  for 
thefe,  and  even  fome  thing  lefs  ; 
the  city  of  Palermo  taking  the 
numbers  of  its  citizens,  and  not 
making  any  afteflment  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  fituated  within  its  own  ter¬ 
ritory,  is  conlidered  as  the  tenth 
part  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  Mef- 
lina  on  the  contrary,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  members  are  taken, 
as  well  as  the  afteflment  of  pro¬ 
perty,  is  conftdered  as  two  thirds 
of  a  tenth  of  the  whole  kingdom. 
Palmero  in  faff  contributes  the 
tenth,  not  of  the  whole  burden, 
but  of  the  remainder,  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  what  is  paid 
by  the  ecclefiaftics  ;  and  of  the 
.  two  thirds  of  a  tenth,  laid  on 
Medina,  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
his  majefty.  The  city  ot  Medina 
in  fa  (ft  does  not  pay  thefe  two 
thirds,  but  only  a  quota  far  in¬ 
ferior  ;  and  the  overplus  is  loft 
to  the  revenues  on  the  fum  total 
of  their  amount. 

((  All  that  remains  is  railed  on 
the  other  corporations  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  fir  ft  making  among  them  a 
divifion,  and  then  a  fubdivifton. 


*  See  Parliament  of  Sicily. 
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The  divifion  regards  the  univerfi- 
ties  or  corporations  of  the  royal 
demefne,  and  thofe  which  apper¬ 
tain  to  the  barons :  the  fubdivi- 
iion  regards  each  corporation  in 
particular  in  its  own  order.  Of 
the  above  donatives  ten  are  divid¬ 
ed  equally  between  the  corpora¬ 
tions  of  the  demefnial  and  thofe 
of  the  baronial  towns,  without 
any  regard  to  the  number  ot  inha¬ 
bitants,  or  the  value  of  landed 
property  ;  but  in  the  fubdivilion, 
which  is  made  of  the  quota  to 
each  corporation,  another  burden 
is  added  called  bonatenenza,  in 
proportion  to  that  property  which 
is  afleffed  in  the  diftrift. 

“  For  the  other  three  donatives 
the  fame  rule  is  not  attended  to, 
nor  is  the  divifion  made  between 
the  two  orders  of  corporations 
equally,  but  each  is  taxed  by  a 
diftinft  rule,  one  order  according 
to  the  population,  and  the  other 
according  to  the  afleflfment  of  pro¬ 
perty. 

(i  From  this  afleflfment  is  ex- 
eluded  the  property  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Palermo,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  parliamentary  prelates.  That 
alfo  of  the  churches,  of  monafteries, 
of  priories,  and  other  mortmain 
property,  is  not  eftimated  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  falls  on  the  fmaller  land¬ 
holders,  and  on  the  civic  reve¬ 
nues. 

“  The  extraordinary  donatives 
are  five  in  number— each  of  thefe 
is  rated  differently  from  the  other 
on  the  feveral  clafles  which  are 
rateable,  whofe contributions  there¬ 
to  are  fixed  by  an  afleflfment  en¬ 
tirely  arbitrary.  The  barons  con¬ 
tribute  their  (hare  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  donatives,  fome  more  and 
fome  lefs ;  which  in  the  whole 
amounts  to  a  fixth  part  of  the  bur¬ 


den.  This  fixth,  however,  they 
do  not  fully  difcharge,  their  (hare 
of  the  tax  being  diminilhed  by 
obliging  thofe  perfons  to  contri¬ 
bute,  who  without  poflefling  any 
eflates,  are  decorated  with  the 
titles  of  prince,  duke,  &c,  &c. 

(S  This  (fays  Simonetti)  is  a 
brief  (ketch  of  the  prefent  fyftetn 
by  which  the  diifribution  of  the 
public  burdens  of  the  kingdom  is 
regulated  ;  and  if  a  painter  would 
wifh  to  delineate,  or  a  poet  to  de. 
fcribe  diforder,  he  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  a  clearer  idea  of  it,  than  by 
(Tidying  the  prefent  fubjedt,  In 
confequence  of  this  confufion,  not- 
withftanding  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
fums  raifed,  the  nation  at  large  is 
opprefled,  and  unable  to  bear  the 
burden. 

“  From  what  is  quoted  above 
from  Simonetti,  it  appears  that 
no  land-tax  whatever  is  impofed 
on  the  great  landholders,  who  are 
thus  exempt.  And  thofe  fiefs  which 
have  no  town  or  village  in  them 
are  alfo  exempt.  The  royal  town 
in  whofe  territory  thefe  are  fituated, 
aflefles  them  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  : — A  calculation  is  made  of 
what  land  is  cultivated  and  giazed ; 
of  courfe  what  number  of  people 
are  variouily  employed  on  the 
eftate.  From  this  another  eftimate 
is  made  of  the  quantity  of  bread 
confumed  annually  in  it,  this  is 
called  confumo ,  and  the  renter  pays 
the  amount  according  to  this  afleflf- 
ment.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  a 
tax  called  il  pelo,  which  is  levied 
on  all  cattle  bought  and  fold. 
There  is  alfo  a  duty  on  the  cheefe 
which  is  manufactured, — and  thefe 
duties  fall  on  the  hufbandman,  as 
he  is  forced  to  indemnify  the  renter 
for  the  money  advanced  on  the 
confumption  of  flour.  He  alfo 
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pays  it  on  his  cheefe,  and  alfo  on 
the  ox  which  he  buys  to  till  his 
ground ;  while  the  lord  who  re¬ 
ceives-  the  revenue  is  exempted. 
The  duty  on  the  macina ,  or  grind¬ 
ing  of  corn,  is  the  principal  fource 
of  revenue  in  Sicily,  all  flour 
which  conies  in  from  the  mills  pays 
at  the  gate  of  the  city.  In  thofe 
places  where  the  farmers  make 
their  own  bread,  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  a  tax  which,  as  above  ob- 
ferved,  is  called  il  co/fumo ,  which 
is  a  commutation  for  the  flour  ex- 
cife  duty,  and  is  farmed  out.  The 
farmers  of  the  tax  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe  to  examine  the  bread 
which  the  unfortunate  hufbandman 
makes,  and  he  who  fhouid  fell  a 
loaf  to  an  hungry  traveller,  would 
fubjeft  himfelf  to  fine  and  impri- 
foninent. 

“  Formerly  the  exelufive  com¬ 
merce  of  tobacco  belonged  to  the 
crown  ;  this  was  a  refidue  of  the 
Spanifli  government  j  but  it  was 
found  impoflible  to  prevent  the  con¬ 
traband  trade,  by  which  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  duty  was  not  found  fuf- 
ficient  to  pay  the  officers  employed. 
The  parliament  confulted  on  the 
means  of  commutation,  by  which 
the  revenue  fhouid  be  indemnified, 
and  the  monopoly  done  away  ;  the 
exelufive  trade  in  fnuff  was  abo- 
iifhed,  and  an  additional  duty  was 
impofed  on  flour.  This  very  wife 
regulation  took  place  about  thirty 
years  ago,  and  exifls  to  this  day  ! 

“  As  we  have  above  hinted,  the 
Marquis  Caraccioli  propofed  to 
take  a  cenfus  of  the  whole  landed 
property  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
eftablifh  a  tax  which  fhouid  affedt 
every  proprietor  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  his  land.  This  plan 
would  have  raifed  a  much  greater 
revenue,  and  would  have  been 


fcarcely  felt,  as  the  burden  would 
have  been  equally  diftributed.  It 
would  have  far  exceeded  the  pre- 
fent  taxes  and  impofitions,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  whole  amount  of  the 
duties  on  exports  and  imports  ;  but 
the  cabals  and  intrigues  which  were 
excited  at  court  in  oppofition  to 
this  great  and  falutary  reform,  oc- 
cafioned  the  recall  of  the  Marquis 
Caraccioli,  and  the  downfall  of  his 
projects. 

u  Since  the  time  when  Simonetti 
wrote  his  book,  the  crown  has  ap¬ 
plied  to  parliament  for  farther  fup- 
plies,  which  were  called  millioui ; 
the  burden  was  diftributed  as  ufual 
between  the  corporations  of  the 
demefne  and  thofe  of  the  barons, 
excepting  the  quota  of  the  barons 
themfelves,  each  fhare  of  which 
for  a  barony  amounts  to  about  as 
much  as  a  fmali  landholder  pays 
who  poffeffes  one  or  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  demefne.  But 
the  baron  if  he  is  affeffed  at  20I.  for 
example,  levies  an  arbitrary  impoft 
on  his  vaflals,  which  he  takes  care 
(hall  produce  fo  much  as  to  fatisfy 
the  demand,  with  a  profit  to  him¬ 
felf  of  about  five  or  fix  hundred 
per  cent,  fo  that  his  vaflals  not  only 
pay  as  a  body  corporate  their  fhare, 
but  alfp  as  individuals  a  farther 
heavy  tax  to  the  lord but  what 
is  ftill  more  incredible,  thefe  lords 
are  now  five- and- twenty  years  in 
arrear  to  the  crown  1 

Parliame?it  of  Sicily. — The  par* 
liament  of  Sicily  confifts  of  three 
houfes,  viz,— the  barons  or  lords, 
and  fueh  only  as  pcffefs  fiefs,  in¬ 
cluding  within  their  limits  a  town 
or  burgh.  A  baron  has  as  many 
votes  in  the  affembly,  as  he  has 
villages  or  towns  on  his  varioms 
eftates. 

u  The  next  is  the  ecclefiaftical 

affembly , 
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afifembly,  confiding  of  archbi- 
fhops,  bifhops,  the  heads  of  mo. 
naftic  orders  polfefling  lands,  ab¬ 
bots,  8cc.  Sec. 

(t  Next  in  order  follows  the  de* 
mefnial  houfe,  or  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  towns  of  the  roval 

j 

demefne,  but  there  are  no  provin¬ 
cial  reprefentatives,  nor  are  any  of 
the  baronial  towns  reprefented. 
There  are  no  elections  for  members 
in  the  towns,  nor  have  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  any  (hare  in  chafing  the  de¬ 
puty.  The  corporation  nominates 
him,  and  he  is  in  general  their  at¬ 
torney  in  Palermo.  Thus  a  fingle 
man  is  often  reprefentative  for  fe- 
veral  different  places  at  once  and 
as  thefe  men  are  lawyers  dependent 
on  the  nobles,  the  houfe  of  repre¬ 
fentatives  is  never  convened,  but 
its  vote  is  obtained  as  a  matter  of 
form.  The  parliament  of  Sicily 
has  no  legifiative  power,  and  the 
only  influence  it  lias  therein  is  by 
the  ufage  of  tacking  laws  to  mo¬ 
ney  bills,  to  which  the  affent  of 
the  crown  is  obtained  as  a  favour, 
in  confideration  of  the  fupplies 
granted,  nor  do  the  members  pof- 
fefs  the  right  of  deliberating,  or 
difeuffing  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment  as  in  England.  As  all  taxes 

• »  u 

are  laid  on  for  three  years,  the 
parliament  is  convened  at  the  end 
of  that  period,  to  renew  the  old 
fupplies,  or  grant  new  ones,  in 
cafe  the  neceffities  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  require  it  ;  the  manner  of  dif- 
tributing  thefe  taxes  has  been  al¬ 
ready  deferibed.  The  burden  laid 
on  the  demefnes  is  in  the  following 
manner  :  a  reparation  is  made  at 
Palermo  by  the  deputies  of  the 
kingdom,  afielfing  every  townfhip 
at  a  certain  fum,  if  it  is  that  cal¬ 
led  the  million /,  it  is  laid  on  the 
fmalier  farms,  whofe  fhare  of  this 
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donation  rifes  about  400  fold 
higher,  in  proportion  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  land  occupied,  than  that 
impofed  on  the  nobles.  If  it  is  a 
permanent  tax,  an  additional  duty 
is  laid  on  wheat,  or  fome  necef- 
fary  of  life.  The  parliament  has 
no  authority  to  impofe  duties  on 
foreign  imports  and  exports.  Thefe 
of  right  appertain  to  the  king,  and 
anfwer  to  the  tonnage  and  pound¬ 
age  which  caufed  fo  much  blood - 
ihed  in  England.  They  are  the 
king’s  patrimony,  of  which  the 
tribunal  has  the  foie  and  fupreme 
control.  No  regular  fyftem  of 
taxation  exids  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  every  townfiiip  has 
its  own  fifeal  regulations.  When 
the  quota  on  each  townfhip  is 
fixed,  the  corporation  finds  the 
ways  and  means.  The  reful t  is 
tranfmitted  with  a  prefent  in  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  Tribunal  of  Patrimony 
for  their  approbation.  Hence  the 
difeordant  and  oppofite  revenue 
laws  in  the  different  diftricts,  as 
foon  as  parliament  has  arranged  the 
fupplies  the  members  are  difmifTed, 
and  they  leave  a  council  to  repre- 
fent  them,  called  deputati  del  regno » 
As  the  difmiflion  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  is  its  political  demife,  fo  the 
deputati  are  the  executors  of  the 
teftator.  This  is  the  fum  total  of 
the  parliamentary  conftitution  and 
liberties  of  Sicily  ;  by  which  it 
may  be  feen  that  the  only  order 
which  requires  fome  management  is 
the  upper  houfe.  A  profufion  of 
ftars,  ribbons,  and  gold  keys  is 
therefore  diftributed  on  this  occa- 
fion,  which  gives  to  the  Palermi¬ 
tan  nobility  all  the  external  deco¬ 
ration  of  a  fplendid  court. 

t(  Deputati  del  Regno. — The  ori¬ 
gin  of  the  deputati  del  regno ,  goes 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1446.  In 
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the  reign  of  King  Alphonfus,  it 
was  requeued  by  the  parliament 
held  in  that  year,  that  the  dona¬ 
tive  then  granted,  of  120  thou- 
fand  florins,  fhould  be  depofited  in 
the  hands  of  deputies,  who  fhould 
have  the  power  to  levy  a  tax,  and 
to  collect  the  amount  of  the  faid 
dcmative,  applying  it  to  repurchafe 
the  lands  which  had  been  alienated 
from  the  crown,  (fee  cap.  regno, 
chap.  403.)  In  1457,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  having  petitioned  the  crown 
in  the  name  of  the  kingdom  at 
large*  that  deputies  fhould  be  cho- 
fen  todiftribute  the  impofitions  for 
the  royal  donatives,  it  was  an- 
fwered, — Placet  regime  magijirati  ; 
dum  tamen  de  quolibet  braebio ,  *i ;<?/ 
jlatu  mterajeniant  ad  minus  tres  ex- 
deputaJis  cujufque  Bracbiiy  Jimul cum 
•vice  rege  &  magifiris  r&tionalibus . 
This  magiftracy,  befidcs  the  depu- 
tatii  which  conftitute  it,  has  its 
notary,  or  fficretary,  which  office 
is  held  by  the  prothonotary  of  the 
kingdom ;  andalfo  many  other  fub- 
ordinate  officers,  as  the  affeffor  or 
judge,  advocates,  folicitors,  ra¬ 
tionale,  coadgiutorey  and  architedft, 
or  commiffary  general  *  of  bridges, 
towers,  maritime  guards,  and 
others. 

Army.' — Of  the  younger  branches 
of  noble  families  a  few  individuals 
have  entered  into  the  army ;  the 
officers  for  the  mod  part  confining 
of  an  inferior  clafs  of  inhabitants 
of  Palermo,  and  other  cities  arid 
towns.  Among  thefe  are  mixed 
Neapolitans,  Swifs,  Greek,  and 
Italian  adventurers  j  as  the  pay 
they  receive  is  trifling,  they  can¬ 
not  appear  like  gentlemen  j  hence 


the  envy  and  hatred  they  bear  to 
our  troops,  among  whom  o  ulencc 
and  fplendour  are  fo  confpicuous. 
In  fuch  a  ftate,  the  military  pro- 
feffion  can  fcarcely  be  in  high  re¬ 
pute  ;  and  fuch  men  can  hardly 
feel  either  the  ftimulus  of  profef* 
flonal  ambition,  or  the  charms  of 
glory.  The  difeipline  of  the  troops 
is  in  confequence  much  neglected, 
while  the  contrafiors  for  provifion. 
ing  the  army,  reduce  the  foldief 
to  a  very  miferable  ftate.  The 
officers  know  their  inferiority  to 
ours,  and  as  they  deferve  contempt, 
fo  they  give  us  their  hatred  on  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  we  may  venture  to 
fay  that  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
Neapolitan  and  Sicilian  officers, 
would  prefer  joining  the  French* 
to  defending  their  fovereign  in  con- 
juntftion  with  the  Britifh  army  $ 
their  recent  behaviour  in  Calabria, 
under  the  prince  of  Heffe,  has  fully 
evinced  the  truth  of  this  predict 
tion. 

((  Baronial  Towns  and  Fi  fs  — 
In  the  baronial  towns  and  fiefs  the 
lord  nominates  the  giuratiy  the 
civil  and  criminal  judges,  but  they 
muft  be  confirmed  f  by  the  Tribu¬ 
nal  of  Patrimony  ;  and  the  quota 
of  territorial  imposts  to  be  paid  to 
the  crown,  is  regulated  by  thefe  as 
in  the  royal  towns. 

By  the  parliament  of  1564,  the 
donation  to  the  crown  was  raifed 
by  an  excife  on  flour  ;  this  is  called 
ildazio  della  macina ,  The  quantity 
of  this  duty  varies  in  the  different 
towns  :  in  eonfeauenee  of  which 
the  Tribunal  of  Patrimony  has  an 
authority  over  every  royal  and  ba¬ 
ronial  town4  both  as  it  regards 


*  Thefe  hare  totally  difappeared. 

t  This  role  has  fome  exceptions  \  but  where  the  lord  has  the  abfolute  choice,  the 
fiavery  of  th@  peafant  is  complete ' 

this 
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this  tax,  and  the  election  of  the 
municipal  officers. 

“  In  the  baronial  towns  fometimes 
the  corpora  t  ion  poffeffies  lands  which 
belong  to  the  public;  fometimes 
the  citizens  are  opulent  from  the 
poffieffion  of  a  great  extent  of  copy- 
hold  land,  and  quit  rent  farms.  In 
thefe  cafes  the  burghers  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  get  rid  of  feveral 
baronial  oppreffions,  fuch  as  the 
exclufive  right  of  the  lord,  to  bake, 
to  daughter  cattle,  and  to  oblige 
his  vaffals  to  carry  their  olives  to 
his  prefs.  Thefe  caufes  have  been 
tried  in  Palermo,  between  the  lords 
and  the  burghers.  Some  cafes  have 
been  decided  affirmatively,  fome 
negatively ;  in  fome  places  the 
rights  have  been  abolifhed  by  the 
courts  of  judicature,  in  others  they 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  fame 
courts,  fo  that  every  didindt  terri¬ 
tory  is  marked  by  a  contradictory 
and  confufed  fyftem,  at  variance 
with  that  of  its  neighbour  ;  but 
as  he  who  has  the  longed  purfe 
gains  his  caufe,  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  for  the  learned  judges  to 
decide  them  all  alike. 

“  We  mud  here  take  noticeof  the 
relative  conduct  of  baron  and  vaf- 
fal,  and  hence  endeavour  to  prove 
what  has  been  already  afferted. 

“  Before  the  adminfl  ration  of  the 
marquis  Caraccioli,  many  of  the 
barons  lived  on  their  domains;  in 
thofe  days  they  poffeffed  great 
herds  of  cattle,  and  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  the  fief,  a  capital 
in  wheat  and  barley  for  feed  ;  thev 
allotted  each  year  to  their  vaffals  a 
quantity  of  land,  for  which  they 
advanced  the  feed,  and  often  the 
oxen  for  tillage,  if  the  vaffial  flood 
in  need  of  them.  The  lord  named 
the  corporation,  the  fheriff,  or  cap¬ 
tain  of  juflice,  and  the  civil  and 


criminal  judges,  but  refer ved  to 
himfelf  the  right  of  dill  raining  in 
cafe  of  the  non-payment  of  the 
rents,  which  for  the  lands  annually 
given  to  fow  was  paid  in  kind. 
When  the  marquis  governed  Sicily, 
he  deftroyed  many  of  thefe  privi¬ 
leges  ;  and,  among  others,  the 
power  of  diflraining  by  the  baron's 
own  authority.  He  was  thence¬ 
forward  obliged  to  recur  to  the 
court,  which  though  ele&ed  by 
him,  was  now  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  Tribunal  of  Patrimony.  This 
change,  added  to  the  temptations 
of  luxury,  caufed  the  barons  to 
eflablifh  themfelves  in  Palermo,  to 
let  their  eflates  to  graziers  or 
middlemen,  as  in  Ireland,  and  to 
employ  the  flock  of  oxen  and  corn 
converted  into  money  in  procuring 
the  elegant  indulgences  of  fine 
liveries  and  fine  equipages.  This 
pra&ice  had  indeed  begun  before, 
but  was  confirmed  by  the  recent 
innovation. 

“  Thus  the  barbarous  fplendour 
of  the  barons  was  abolifhed,  the 
circulation  of  money  more  confined 
to  the  capita],  the  demand  for  ob¬ 
jects  of  foreign  manufacture  in- 
creafed,  and  much  money  was  by 
thofe  means  exported,  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  the  interior.  The 
middlemen  not  having  capital  fuf- 
ficient  to  refill  the  effieCl  of  bad 
feafons,  many  of  them  failed,  and 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  was 
vifibly  diminilhed,  as  the  marquis 
Caraccioli  was  recalled  before  he 
could  perfect  his  plan. 

“  The  changes  which  he  had 
introduced  were  however  perpe¬ 
tuated,  becaufe  they  produced  a 
confiderable  acceffion  of  power  to 
the  courts  at  Palermo.  The  evil 
of  the  change  was  felt,  and  the 
good  intended  could  not  follow. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


510* 

ttnlefs  the  plan  of  reform  had  been 
executed  in  all  its  parts. — The 
batons  ftiil  exercife  many  rights 
injurious  to  the  people  at  large, 
which  it  is  necefiary  here  to  point 
out : — They  have  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  baking  the  bread 
which  is  fold  in  the  markets  ;  this 
right  is  farmed  to  the  beft  bidder  ; 
and  rioone  can  publicly  or  privately 
fell  bread,  but  he  who  has  bought 
the  privilege  for  the  current  year — 
confequently  as  there  is  no  com¬ 
petition,  the  bread  is  generally  of 
a  bad  quality,  ill  manipulated, 
and  altogether  unwholefome.  The 
fhambles  alfo  are  farmed  by  the 
baron  to  the  beft  bidder,  and  no 
one  can  fell  his  ox  but  to  the  but¬ 
cher ;  as  two  lean  oxen  will  fell 
cheaper,  weight  for  weight,  than 
a  fat  one,  and  as  the  price  is  fixed 
by  the  contract,  fo  it  is  for  the 
intereft  of  the  butcher  to  fell  as 
much  bone  as  he  can,  and  refufe  to 
treat  with  the  owner  of  the  fat 
ox.  Befides  this,  a  duty  on  every 
bead  of  cattle  llaughtered  is  paid 
to  the  baron. 

fi  The  fhops  where  cheefe,  oil, 
wine,  lard,  Sec.  are  fold,  are  alfo 
comprehended  in  the-  exclufive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  baron,  who  farms 
them  in  the  fame  manner. 

ts  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the 
public  inns,  called  fondaco ;  none 
have  a  right  to  open  an  inn  but  he 
who  rents  the  fondaco  of  the  lord  ; 
and  the  premium  paid  for  this 
licence,  abforbs  fo  great  a  fhare  of 
the  profit,  that  the  inn-keepers 
are  among  the  moft  miferable  and 
dirty  of  the  people  ;  thus  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  barons  are  in  direft 
oppofition  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country. 

i(  Again,  as  the  right  of  dealing 
in  articles  of  primary  neceffity  is 


thus  generally  exclufive,  this  branch 
of  commerce,  which  ought  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  lower  orders,  and 
which  in  all  other  countries  is  the 
great  fource  of  their  fupporr,  is  in 
Sicily  withheld  from  their  hands. 
Improvements  in  houfes  of  recep¬ 
tion  for  the  traveller,  are  by  this 
pernicious  arrangement  totally  pro¬ 
hibited.  In  forae  places  the  lord 
exercifes  an  authority  ftill  more 
odious  :  if  he  has  oil  in  his  maga¬ 
zines,  he  orders  the  keeper  of  the 
fhop  or  zagafo,  to  purchafe  his  own 
oil  exclufively,  prohibiting  that  of 
the  neighbouring  towns  or  fiefs 
from  entering  his  domain  ;  fo  that 
his  vafifals  are  fometimes  compelled 
to  buy  their  oil  at  20  per  cent, 
more  than  it  might  be  bought  for 
at  a  village  -two  miles  off.  It  is 
impoftible  to  enumerate  all  the 
various  methods  taken  to  opprefs 
this  unfortunate  people,  who  ad¬ 
ded  to  thefe  evils,  fupport  the 
whole  weight  of  the  public  impo- 
fitions.  Let  the  reader  refer  to 
the  fecUon  which  treats  of  the 
public  revenues,  for  further  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  cruelty  and  oppreflion 
of  the  barons. 

“  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that 
under  the  prefent  fyftem  com¬ 
merce  cannot  exift,  nor  can  any 
improvement  have  place,  until  fuch 
regulations  are  made  as  to  out  an 
end  to  the  moral  impoffibility  of 
being  induftrious.  Wecannot  leave 
this  fubjeft  without  adding,  that 
in  Francofonte,  a  village  belonging 
to  the  prince  of  Palagonia,  a  fine 
is  levied  on  the  marriage  of  a  vaf- 
fal  in  money,  which  is  actually  a 
commutation  for  the  ancient  right 
of  cuifage! 

“  Thus  on  the  one  hand  the 
barons  contribute  nothing  to  the 
fupport  of  the  ftate,  on  the  other 
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they  enjoy  the  faculty  of  opprefling 
their  countrymen. — Unlefs  thefeo- 
dal  rights  are  abolifhed,  the  re¬ 
venues  raifed  from  proper  objects 
of  taxation,  and  a  free  inland  trade 
eflabiilhed,  with  an  uniformity  of 
weights  and  meafurcs,  Sicily  mud 
remain  a  permanent  and  confpi- 
cuous  monument  of  the  infufliciency 
of  a  rich  foil,  a  fine  climate,  and 
all  the  gifts  of  nature,  to  procure 
national  happinefs  or  profperity 
where  the  government  is  vicious. 

“  Education  and  Char  after  of  the 
Nobility. — As  foon  as  the  fon  of  a 
nobleman  is  old  enough  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  nuife,  a 
pried  is  hired  to  teach  him  his 
letters,  to  give  him  the  rudiments 
of  writing,  and  to  attend  him  when 
he  is  out  walking.  As  the  falary 
allowed  to  this  tutor  is  from  fixty 
to  a  hundred  dollars  per  annum  and 
his  board,  it  is  not  likely  a  man 
of  learning  will  undertake  the 
drudgery  of  this  office;  it  fome- 
times  happens  too  that  he  a6ts 
as  houfe-lteward,  and  is  ever  the 
confident  of  the  maker  or  mid  refs 
in  their  amours.  If  he  has  fome 
humour,  he  becomes  the  butt  for 
every  one  to  pals  their  jokes  upon. 
Familiar  with  the  heads  of  the 
family,  he  is  alfo  the  confefl'or  and 
fpiritual  comforter  of  all  the  fer- 
vants;  and,  as  he  is  forced  to  ac¬ 
commodate  himfelf  to  all  circum- 
ftances,  his  manners  can  neither  be 
dignified  nor  his  fentiments  ele¬ 
vated*.  Under  fuch  a  preceptor 
the  young  nobility  of  Sicily  learn 
to  write  and  read,  with  fome  rudi¬ 
ments  of  the  Latin  tongue  ;  but 
a  principal  part  of  their  education 
conflds  of  religious  doctrines,  and 


they  are  early  initiated  with  all 
the  immorality  of  the  catholic  per- 
fuafion.  As  the  preceptor  is  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  fervants,  fo  are  his 
pupils,  and  ail  the  falfehoods  fa¬ 
bricated  to  deceive  their  parents, 
become  the  examples  for  their  con. 
dudl  through  life.  The  preceptor 
is  ever  the  fycophant  of  his  pupils', 
and  favours  their  idlenefs  by  fome 
plauftble  excufe. 

<c  When  they  are  old  enough  to 
be  fent  to  college,  they  are  again  put 
under  the  diredlion  of  prieds,  who 
teach  them  theology,  the  hidory 
of  the  faints,  a  fmattering  of  the 
Roman  hidory,  but  not  one  fcience 
which  can  be  of  ufe  to  them.  When 
a  lad  is  arrived  at  fourteen  or  fifteen 
he  comes  home  to  his  parents,  where 
he  enters  into  the  routine  of  elegant 
fociety  at  Palermo.  The  females 
are  kept  in  a  convent  till  they  are 
married,  whence  they  fometimes 
come  out  without  knowing  their 
letters  ;  and  there  are  many  wo* 
men  of  the  fird  rank  who  can  nei¬ 
ther  read  nor  write. 

“  From  fuch  characters,  with  the 
exception  of  thofe  foreign  adven¬ 
turers  whom  we  have  above  de- 
feribed,  are  chofen  the  fubaltern 
officers  under  the  government,  from 
men  who  have  no  fentiments  above 
their  fervants,  no  application,  no 
acquired  knowledge,  no  firm  and 
manly  fentiments  of  honour  or 
virtue,  no  military  fpirit,  no  am¬ 
bition  to  be  didinguifhed  but  by 
their  liveries  and  equipages  :  thefe 
are  the  nobility  of  Sicily. 

“  A  few  individuals  are  to  be 
admitted  as  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule ;  among  the  fird  is 
the  prince  of  Ventimiglia,  who  has 


*  Sec  a  firuilar  account  of  education  among  the  Romans.- — Dial,  de  Claris  Ora. 
toribus. 
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both  read  and  travelled,  and  who 
is  on  a  footing  in  point  of  acquired 
knowledge  and  reflection,  with  any 
gentleman  in  Europe.  A  few  more 
might  be  named,  but  far  inferior 
to  him.  The  houfe  of  the  prince 
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of  Ventimiglia  is  the  refort  of 
grangers,  and  of  the  learned  few 
who  inhabit  Palermo ;  the  reft  of 
the  nobility  are  fuch  as  we  have 
defer! bed.  Yet  thefe  men  are  to 
wield  either  the  arms  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  to  prefide  over  the 
finances,  to  adminifter  juftice,  to 
diftribute  the  public  burdens  ;  and 
with  fuch  men  muft  a  Britifh  mi- 
nifter  concert  meafures  for  the  de¬ 
fence  and  independence  of  Sicily  ! 

i(  MeJJina  and  its  48  dependent 
Villages. — Medina  has  many  pri¬ 
vileges,  among  others,  that  of 
havingits  own  courts  of  judicature, 
civil  and  criminal ;  it  has  no 
fheriff  or  captain  of  juftice,  but  the 
military  governor  aCts  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  is  prefldent  of  the 
fenate.  It  was  anciently  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  kingdom,  and  is  ft  ill 
ft  vied  in  the  public  a&s  of  the 
city  caput  regni .  Many  of  thefe 
boafted  privileges  were  bought  by 
the  fenate  in  the  laft  and  preceding 
centuries  of  the  crown  in  confl- 
deration  of  large  fums  of  money. 
A  loan  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg 
them  was  therefore  opened,  and 
the  debt  funded  ;  the  intereft  of 
the  money  is  paid  by  a  duty  on 
-torn,  which  independently  of  the 
macina  and  the  commutation  on 
tobacco,  amounts  to  14I  pence  the 
Englifh  bufhel  j  this  heavy  tax  is 
joined  to  many  other  aggravating 
regulations  ;  to  prevent  fraud  in 
the  macina  or  excife  on  flour,  they 
are  not  allowed  to  ufe  hand-mills  ; 
consequently  private  families  who 
make  their  bread  at  home,  have 


the  greateft  difficulty  to  prevent 
their  flour  from  being  adulterated. 
The  fenate  alfo  enjoys  another  ex- 
clufive  right,  that  of  baking  all 
bread  in  the  ovens  of  the  city,  and 
by  public  authority  ;  the  confe- 
quence  is,  that  the  bread  of  Mef- 
fina  is  the  worft  in  the  kingdom  ; 
it  is  mixed  with  beans,  bran,  and 
every  other  kind  of  trafli.  This 
abufe  has  often  caufed  riots  and 
difturbances  among  the  people,  but 
the  military  power  and  the  in¬ 
flexible  cruelty  of  the  Tribunal  of 
Patrimony,  continues  and  confirms 
it.  In  the  forty-eight  villages  de¬ 
pendent  on  Medina,  the  abfurdity 
and  cruelty  of  the  fenate  are  ftill 
more  ftriking  j  the  inhabitants  of 
the  poorer  fort,  who  do  not  make 
their  own  bread,  are  not  even  al¬ 
lowed  a  public  oven.  All  bread 
expofed  to  fale  in  thefe  villages 
muft  be  fenatorial  loaves  baked  in 
Medina.  The  fame  holds  with  re¬ 
gard  to  butchers*  meat,  which 
muft  all  be  brought  from  the 
fhambles  of  Medina.  Sometimes 
in  bad  weather,  and  when  the 
floods  are  out  in  a  country  inter¬ 
fered  with  torrents,  the  providon 
for  the  day  arrives  in  the  evening, 
fome  of  thefe  villages  being  12  and 
16  miles  from  the  town,  and  the 
unhappy  labourer  is  doomed  to  re¬ 
main  without  the  fluff  of  life  for  a 
whole  day.  The  fenate  ftations 
oflicers  on  the  frontier  of  theirter- 
ritory  to  prevent  providons  from 
being  introduced  to  the  detriment 
of  the  revenue  of  the  city. 

Medina  is  the  only  port  where 
all  foreign  goods  can  be  entered  ; 
and  when  they  land  at  Palermo,  or 
any  other  port,  they  muft  pay  the 
free-port  duties  to  Medina.  The 
fiflrery  of  the  fword-dfh,  in  the 
{freights,  alfo  belongs  excludvely 
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to  the  fenate :  if  any  one  goes  to 
fee  the  fifhery,  he  muft  firft  have  a 
licence  to  buy  his  dinner  of  the 
filherman,  as  no  filh  of  this  fpecies 
is  allowed  to  be  fold  until  it  ar¬ 
rives  at  Medina.  The  officer  who 
prefides  over  the  filh-market  takes 
care  that  too  great  a  provilion  does 
not  enter,  left  it  fhould  deprefs  the 
price,  and  the  furplus  is  prudently 
buried.  This  wanton  oppreffion 
appears  hardly  credible,  but  the 
reader  may  receive  the  fame  in¬ 
formation  from  the  mouth  of  any 
individual  in  the  place,  and  a  re- 
fidence  of  eighteen  months  autho¬ 
rizes  the  writer  to  make  this  af- 
fertion. 

{<  Character  of  the  middling  Ranks* 
— The  middling  ranks  of  people  in 
Sicily  moftly  live  on  the  fruits  of 
their  fmall  farms,  and  by  renting 
the  larger  eftates  of  the  nobility. 

i(  All  daffies  of  people  inhabit 
towns  and  villages,  and  there  is 
fcarcely  an  example  of  a  family 
above  the  meaneft  rank  living  in 
the  country.  Of  courfe  rural  eco¬ 
nomy  is  at  its  Ioweft  ebb.  We 
do  not  find  the  fimplicity  of  man¬ 
ners  to  be  met  with  in  thofe  na¬ 
tions  which  have  a  contrary  ufage  : 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  treats  its  fubjeds,  thefe 
naturally  acquire  much  low  cunning 
and  felfifhnefs.  No  traits  of  ge- 
nerofity,  no  public-fpirited  ideas, 
no  thought  of  general  improve¬ 
ment,  and  but  few  of  the  refine¬ 
ments  of  life  are  difcovered  in 
them — and  they  are  totally  ftran- 
gers  to  the  literature  of  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Marriages  are  contraded 
by  intereft  alone,  and  often  a  girl 
comes  out  of  a  convent  to  be  a 
bride  when  (he  has  hardly  feen  her 
intended  hufband  ;  of  courfe  little 
or  no  domeftic  happinefs,  and  lefs 
Vol.  L.  or  Vo i.,  VIII.  Ne\ 


virtue  :  falling  and  religious  ob- 
fervances  make  up  for  all  defi¬ 
ciencies  ;  and  when  the  Sicilian 
is  not  endeavouring  to  over-reach 
his  neighbours,  he  is  either  at  his 
devotions  in  a  church,  or  following 
fome  fcandalous  intrigue :  in  a 
word,  he  poffieffies  all  the  vices  of 
a  civilized  people  without  their 
virtues  ;  all  the  defeds  of  a  bar¬ 
barian,  without  that  courage  and 
candour  which  can  alone  make  up 
for  the  rudenefs  of  his  ftate.  All 
this  refults  from  the  corrupt  ad- 
miniftration  ofjuftice,  the  ftupiditv 
and  ignorance  of  the  clergy,  and 
the  total  want  of  public  educa¬ 
tion. 

t(  The  Clergy. — All  orders  of 
the  clergy,  whether  fecular  or  re¬ 
gular,  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
illiterate,  ignorant,  and  immoral : 
to  recommend  fimple  morality  from 
the  pulpit  is  fo  contrary  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  bifhops,  that  any  one 
who  fhould  do  fo  would  incur  the 
difpleafure  of  the  pallor ;  and  the 
archbithop  of  Meffiina  once  inter- 
dided  a  prieft  from  preaching  for 
that  offence ! 

((  Miracles  and  noify  declama¬ 
tions  addreffed  to  the  paffions  of 
the  hearers,  with  a  view  to  excite 
their  indignation  againft  heretics, 
form  the  principal  topics  of  the 
fermons  given  from  the  pulpit.  As 
a  great  part  of  the  revenues  of  the 
bifhops  arifes  from  the  fees  of  or¬ 
dination,  and  as  every  family 
which  is  above  want,  has  a  pride 
in  making  one  of  its  number  a 
prieft,  the  body  of  the  clergy  be¬ 
comes  far  more  numerous  than  the 
church  can  fnpport  ;  and  fo  many 
are  there  in  holy  orders,  and  of  fo 
low  a  condition,  that  the  profeffion 
has  totally  loft  its  refpedability, 
and  religion  by  thofe  means  has 
Series.  *Ll  dege- 
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degenerated  into  the  mod  abjeft 
fuperftition. 

“  State  of  the  Poor. — From  what 
has  been  obferved  on  the  finances 
of  this  country,  it  is  aluiod  need- 
lefs  to  touch  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
poor,  as  the  principal  fources  of 
revenue  arife  either  from  the  ex- 
cife  on  flour,  or  the  duty  on  corn, 
wine,  oil,  fiefh,  fifh,  pulfc,  Sec.  and 
that  the  providing  of  corn  is  in 
every  corporation  the  exclufive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  giurati,  or  fenators. 
As  it  has  been  feen  that  there  is 
no  free  trade,  fo  there  is  no  object 
for  the  induftry  of  the  poor;  and 
as  the  corporation,  if  they  lofe  the 
corn  they  buy,  muff  make  it  up  to 
the  public  capital,  fo  in  times  of 
fcarcity,  all  attempts  to  alleviate 
the  dill  re  fie  s  of  the  poor,  by  the 
methods  employed  in  England,  are 
here  contrary  to  the  laws,  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  corporations,  and  of 
courfe  impracticable :  for  fhould 
the  Enure  permit  others  to  fell 
cheaper  than  themfelves,  the  public 
capital  would  fuffer,  nor  would  the 
Tribunal  of  Patrimony  pafs  their 
accounts :  here  are  then,  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  defeats'  of  the 
public  economy,  the  abfolute  im- 
poflibility  of  manufactures,  and  the 
mifery  and  ruin  of  the  people.  In 
Sicily  and  Spain  this  fy  ftem  obtains, 
and  it  is  from  this  fource  that  all 
the  fordid  beggary  refill ts,  which 
diflinguifhes  thefe  countries  from 
the  red  of  the  world.  The  people 
groan  under  the  mod  oppreffive 
monopolies  ;  thofe  articles  of  pri¬ 
mary  iieceflity,  which  are  objects 
of  commerce  and  gain  to  the  lower 
orders,  are  here  the  only  fources  of 
public  revenue. — In  a  certain  port 
of  Sicily,  fome  years  Price,  when 
the  poor  were  literally  dying  of 
hunger  in  confluence  of  the  fcar¬ 


city  of  bread,  a  Danifh  veffel  au* 
rived  laden  with  corn  ;  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  fell  a  part  of  the  cargo, 
as  damaged,  at  a  low  price  to  the 
poor ;  to  execute  this  was  however 
impoffible,  the  fenate  alleging  that 
they  had -enough,  and  that  the  Pa¬ 
trimony  would  fuffer.  They  re¬ 
ceived  official  letters  of  approbation 
from  the  Tribunal  of  patrimony  at 
Palermo  ;  and,  after  all,  finifhed  by 
buying  the  fame  corn  at  the  low 
price  before  fixed  on  it :  it  was 
afterwards  fold  as  dear  as  all  the 
red  to  the  inhabitants. 

“  Courts  of  Juftice. —  It  is  necef- 
fary  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
courtsof  judice, civil  and  criminal  ; 
of  the  fird  there  are  two,  viz.  the 
Tribunal  del  Concidoro,  and  the 
Gran  Corte.  In  each  of  thefe  a 
law-fuit  may  be  heard  five  times 
over,  and  the  lad  decifion  is  ge¬ 
nerally  given  in  fuch  undefined  and 
equivocal  terms,  that  it  often  is 
the  caufe  of  a  frefh  fuit.  The 
barefaced  manner  in  which  the 
judges  fport  with  the  happinefs 
and  property  of  the  fubjedt,  mud 
excite  the  indignation  of  every 
honed  mind;  the  judge  receives 
private  vifits  from  both  parties, 
who  go  to  inform  his  worfhip  on 
the  caufe,  and  they  are  not  con¬ 
fronted  until  it  is  brought  to  a 
public  hearing  ,  when  there  is  fo 
much  falfehood  to  fift  and  difetn- 
broil,  and  the  caufe,  which  was  at 
fird  clear  and  fimple,  has  become 
fo  puzzled,  that  itfeems  impoffible 
to  decide  it.  This  occafions  the 
neceffity  of  putting  off  the  hearing, 
and  the  judge  at  lad  decides  by 
fending  a  written  fentence,  not 
from  the  tribunal  where  he  fits, 
but  from  his  own  houfe  ;  nor  is  it 
made  public  but  by  report.  Hence 
it  has  not  the  effect  of  a  decifion 
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pronounced  in  full  court,  and  gives 
to  the  judge  the  facility  of  de¬ 
ciding  rather  according  to  his 
prefent  intereft  than  his  own  con¬ 
fidence. 

i(  The  falaries  of  the  judges  are 
trifling,  and  the  fees  are  multiplied 
by  the  length  of  the  fuit ;  fo  that 
litigation  is  calculated  here  to  ruin 
all,  and  vindicate  none.  Many 
law-fuits  finifh  by  a  compromife 
between  the  parties,  where  the 
power  and  the  influence  are  nearly 
equal  ;  when  not  fo,  the  weakeft 
muft  be  calt. 

c<  In  criminal  cafes,  evidences 
are  not  taken  as  with  us ;  a  criminal 
fometimes  remains  in  prifon  till  he 
and  his  offence  are  totally  forgot¬ 
ten,  and  the  torture  is  ft  ill  ufed 
to  make  him  confefs.  The  ordi¬ 
nary  cuftom  is  to  bind  both  the 
wrifts  together  fo  tight  as  to  flop 
the  circulation,  or  to  put  the  cri¬ 
minal  into  an  arched  dungeon, 
where  if  he  does  not  confefs  or  die 
in  a  few  days,  he  gets  ofi  as  in¬ 
nocent. 

“  ConcJuJlon. — Imperfedt  as  this 
fketch  of  Sicily  is,  yet  it  evidently 
removes  all  occafion  of  wonder, 
that  this  kingdom  is  totally  un¬ 
able  to  defend  itfelf ;  that  its 
mifery  is  at  the  utrnoft,  and  the 
people  defire  a  reform  ;  but  as  that 
principle  of  reform  is  not  within 
itfelf,  it  muft  either  receive  it  from 
without,  or  fall  a  prey  to  the  dif- 
order  which  it  cherifhes  in  its  own 
bofom.  If  the  ariftocracy  of  the 
kingdom  is  fo  bafe  in  its  nature, 
and  fo  infenfible  both  to  the  dif- 
treftes  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
neceffities  of  the  fovereign,  as  to 
continue  in  the  deftruftive  fyftcm 
they  have  hitherto  purfued  ;  if  the 
nobility  continue  to  fupport  the 
perverfion  of  juftice  in  the  tri¬ 


bunals,  and  if  the  deputies  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  Tribunal  of 
Patrimony  uphold  the  nobility  in 
this  dereli6tion  of  their  country — - 
if  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  fecret 
influence  and  cabal,  the  crown  has 
nor  energy  fumcient  to  inftft  on  a 
reform— ‘is  it  for  the  glory  of  the 
Britifh  arms  to  maintain  fuch  a 
ft  ate  of  violence  to  nature  and  to 
juftice  ? 

(i  Vicious  as  the  fyftem  of  fi¬ 
nance  is  in,  theory,  it  is  ftill  more 
fo  in  the  application.  There  is  a 
donative  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
towers  on  the  coaft  ;  but  thefe  are 
either  in  ruins  or  do  not  exift.  The 
donative  for  the  roads  is  yearly 
raifed,  but  the  money  never  ap¬ 
plied.  The  minifters  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  flatter  themfelves  that 
we  are  to  fpend  treafures  to  allow 
them  to  continue  in  the  career 
they  have  hitherto  run  !  With  the 
malverfations  in  the  applicarion 
of  the  revenues,  added  to  the  other 
abufes  already  mentioned,  the  pub¬ 
lic  income  becomes  infufficient  to 
fupport  the  prefent  eftabliihment, 
civil  and  military  :  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  have  abdicated  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  and  the  dilburfement 
for  their  troops,  with  thofe  of  the 
whole  court,  fall  entirely  on  Sicily ; 
but  from  what  funds  are  thefe  to 
be  paid  in  a  ftate  fo  exhaufted  ? 
How  will  the  ifland  bear  frefti 
burdens,  when  its  mercantile  laws 
are  fo  oppofite  to  the  interefts  of 
the  fubje£t  ?  If  a  tranfient  joy  is 
felt  at  the  proteftion  of  England, 
it  is  becaufe  all  men  look  to  the 
arrival  of  our  army  as  a  prelude  to 
a  reform  in  the  government ;  when 
they  lhall '  find  themfelves  difap- 
pointed  in  this  hope,  from  that 
moment  they  will  be  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  French,  and  to  turn  againft 
*  L  i  2  theur 
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their  fovereign,  their  barons,  and 
the  Britifh. 

“  Thus  a  certain  interference  in 
the  government  on  our  part,  is  that 
alone  which  will  give  the  crown 
that  due  influence  over  the  barons, 
which  it  requires  to  effectuate  what 
alone  can  fave  both  itfelf,  and  aid 
our  caufe. 

(S  This  ifland  when  unfhackled 
by  the  chains  here  defcribed  is  an 
object  of  high  importance  to  us : 
its  wines  and  oil  would  fupply 
the  place  of  thofe  of  Portugal  and 
Florence  ;  and  the  fums  tranfmitted 
for  thefe  articles  would  not  go  to 
enrich  our  foes.  But  under  the  pre. 
fent  form  it  appears  difficult  to 
conceive  how  any  commerce  can 
exift,  and  how  we,  by  allowing 
things  to  continue  as  they  are, 
fhali  avoid  incurring  the  odium  of 
the  people. 

i(  The  troops  which  the  king 
has  brought  with  him  are  jealous 
of  the  Britifh. ;  many  are  in  the 
intereft  of  the  French,  and  none 
are  fincerely  attached  to  his  caufe. 
Co-operating  with  fuch  allies,  we 
ftand  in  greater  danger  than  if  we 
were  without  any  ;  and  fhould  the 
French  attempt  to  land,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  they  will  have  fome  un- 
derftanding  with  thefe,  by  which 
our  army  might  be  betrayed. 

“  The  reprefentatives  of  Britain 
in  Sicily  will  foon  perceive  that 
public  credit  is  unknown  here,  and 
that  no  one  would  take  the  fecurity 
of  government  for  a  farthing  ;  and 
the  funding  fyftem,  on  the  Britifh 
plan,  the  Sicilians  are  flrangers  to. 

(t  If  Britons  are  doomed  to  be¬ 
come  the  defenders  of  fuch  a  fyflem 
as  we  have  here  defcribed,  no  honeft 
mind  can  wifh  them  fuccefs  ;  but 
if  they  incline  to  be  inftrumental 
in  ellablifhing  a  juft  and  equal 


polity  in  the  ifland,  they  will  five 
the  monarch  and  the  people  from 
the  yoke  of  France,  and  they  will 
draw  refources  from  Sicily,  which 
will  make  them  mafters  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Mediterranean  ; 
they  will  protect  it  as  a  pledge  to 
mankind  for  the  renewal  of  civil 
government  on  the  ruins  of  military 
ufurpation. 

f(  Whatever  difficulties  may  be 
fuggefted,  whatever  objections  may 
be  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
our  interfering  in  the  internal  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  ifland,  it  will  very 
foon  be  felt  that  the  meafure  is 
inevitable,  under  whatever  afpect 
we  view  it ;  and  as  foon  as  mini- 
fters  have  become  fenfible  of  the 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  its  con. 
comitant  external  circumftances, 
they  muft  either  adopt  this  policy 
or  cede  it  to  France. 

<(  If  the  picture  which  has  been 
here  drawn  of  Sicily  be  juft,  it 
muft  be  fuppofed  that  the  bulk  of 
the  people  cannot  be  very  well  con¬ 
tented  with  a  government  in  itfelf 
fo  defective.  The  arrival  of  our 
forces  in  Sicily  has  caufed  a  re¬ 
flection  which  is  in  the  mouth  of 
every  one  : — (  If  we  obtain  an 
amelioration  of  our  condition  from 
the  Britifh,  their  coming  will  be 
the  period  of  our  ills,  and  the  dawn 
of  our  profperity ;  but  if  they  leave 
things  as  they  found  the’m,  we  are 
all  ready  to  join  the  French  on  the 
firft  fummons.>  The  French  have 
had  their  emiflaries  in  this  country 
as  well  as  elfewhere,  and  every 
argument  has  been  employed  to 
prejudice  the  people  againft  us. 

(t  The  revenues  of  Sicily,  in  its 
prefen  t  exhaufted  ftate,  were  fcarcely 
fufficient  for  the  civil  and  military 
eftablifhment  before  the  lofs  of 
Naples ;  and  fuch  is  its  increafed 
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impoverishment,  that  that  govern¬ 
ment  will  be  unable  to  maintain 
the  force  which  is  arrived  from 
the  continent.  To  drive  the  people 
to  defpair  is  the  worft  policy  ;  and 
unlefs  the  fyftem  of  finance  be  re¬ 
formed,  Sicily  can  yield  us  no  af- 
fiftance.  If  we  take  the  whole  in 
our  own  pay,  and  generoufly  deter¬ 
mine  to  leave  things  as  they  are, 
we  undertake  to  maintain  a  fyilem 
adverfe  to  the  profperity  of  the 
country,  deftruftive  to  our  own 
fecurity,  and  ruinous  to  all  parties ; 
the  commercial  advantages,  which 
we  might  reap,  muft  be  forgotten, 
and  the  kingdom  mull  daily  be¬ 
come  ftill  more  diftrefffed  and  cala¬ 
mitous.  Let  us  bring  the  matter 
home  to  ourfelves.  In  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  when  the  odious 
right  of  tonnage  and  poundage  was 
arbitrarily  extorted  by  the  crown, 
and  afterwards  when  James  II. 
would  have  eftablifhed  a  fyftem  of 
government  as  obnoxious  to  the 
people  as  that  which  we  have  been 
confidering,  muftbe  to  the  Sicilians, 
and  which,  had  it  met  with  fuccefs, 
would  perhaps  have  reduced  us  to 
the  fame  deplorable  andabjedl  ftate  ; 
had  a  foreign  power  in  either  in- 
ftance  fuccefsfully  lent  its  aid  to 
force  fuch  defpotic  meafures  on  the 
people  of  England,  what  indignation 
would  it  not  have  excited  among 
us  ? — Where  then  is  our  right  to 
follow  this  line  of  conduct  ? 

<(  The  laudable  compaflion  which 
our  gracious  fovereign  muft  feel  for 
the  fallen  fortunes  of  Ferdinand  of 
Bourbon,  furely  ftiould  have  its 
due  limits  ;  and  the  defire  to  flip- 
port  him  againft  his  enemy  ought 
to  be  blended  with  a  proper  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjefts, 
otherwife  we  facrifice  the  welfare 
©f  a  nation  to  the  ill-underftood 


interefts  of  a  deluded  individual ; 
and  we  cannot  but  ftyle  him  fo, 
when  his  own  welfare  and  that  of 
his  fubje&s  are  feparated  fo  widely 
from  each  other.  This  therefore 
cannot  be  a  cafe  brought  home  to 
our  fovereign  and  his  government, 
where  thofe  two  interefts  have  ever 
been  confidered  as  eflentially  unit¬ 
ed  ;  and  it  may  be  alked  if  our 
executive  government  has  a  right 
to  maintain  thofe  prerogatives  in 
another  crown,  which  it  has  fo- 
lemnly  abjured  the  pretenfions  to 
by  a  coronation  oath. 

“  In  a  little  time  it  will  be  feen 
that  the  Sicilian  government  muft 
look  to  the  Britifh  to  extricate  it 
out  of  its  pecuniary  difficulties ; 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  a 
radical  reform  in  the  revenue  fyftem. 
This  too  muft  be  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Britifh  ;  for  it  will  be 
foon  found  that  the  deputies  of  the 
kingdom  and  the  Tribunal  of  Pa¬ 
trimony,  have  been  accuftomed  fo 
long  to  the  diforder  which  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  reigns,  that  it  will  be  impof» 
fible  to  truft  to  them  for  its  cure. 


Mifcellaneous  Notices  on  theAbxJJhiians . 

(  From  the  Life  of  J ames  Bruce j  Efq. 
by  Mr.  Murray.) 

{C  Yafous  Tallack  (the  Great), 
fubdued  Lafta,  and  obliged  it  to 
pay  icoo  ounces  of  gold  per  an¬ 
num  in  tribute.  It  continued  to 
pay  tiil  the  war  between  Mariam 
Barea  and  Ras  Michael,  when  each 
pretending  to  it,  it  became  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  continues  fo  at  this 
prefont  day,  April,  1770. 

u  Harar  is  four  days  journey 
from  Shoa,  and  feven  from  Aufla. 
It  is  farther  inland,  and  a  plain 

country. 
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country.  The  chief  has  the  title 
of  Emir  ;  and  is  frequently  at  war 
with  Amha  Yafous  in  Shoa,  who 
is  independent.  The  people  are 
all  Mahometans,  called  Turks  by 
the  Abyilinians. 

Gold  is  found  in  the  Shan, 
galla’s  country  in  fmall  lumps,  is 
bv  them  put  into  quills,  and  carried 
to  Damot  fair.  This  at  leak  was 
the  ancient  cukom  when  thefe  bar¬ 
barians  fold  their  gold  as  necefiity 
required.  Since  that  time  they 
have  got  fcales  and  weights,  and 
know,  in  general,  the  value.  The 
Agows  are  the  purchafers,  and 
adulterate  it  with  iilver;  one  ounce 
to  ten  of  gold,  which  gives  it  a 
very  pale  colour. 

N.  B.  This  obfervation  is  fuffi- 
ciently  confirmed  by  the  colour  of 
thofe  links  that  kill  remain  of  the 
honorary  gold  chain  conferred  on 
Mr.  Bruce  by  the  king  of  Abyfiinia. 
Thefe  links  are  of  a  paler  hue  than 
a  common  guinea,  rather  coarfely 
made  and  unpolifhed.  Gold  chains, 
called  in  Habbelh  funfule,  are  a 
mark  of  dignity  bellowed  by  the 
fovereign  on  the  mok  meritorious 
perfons  in  his  army.  It  is  ufual  to 
give  a  fplendid  fuit  of  clothes  at 
the  lame  time,  an  Egyptian  and 
Perfian  cukom  ;  vide  Geneks,  xli. 
42.  and  Ekher,  viii.  15. 

i(  Wechne,  in  Breleffen,  is  about 
34  or  33  miles,  a  long  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  from  Emfras.  There  is  paid, 
to  maintain  the  royal  family  on 
the  mountain,  250  ounces  of  gold, 
and  730  cloths  (this  means  webs 
of  cotton  cloth  called  fhuma).  This 
is  an  old  ekablifhment.  None  are 
permitted  to  go  up  but  the  women 
carrying  water.  There  was  form¬ 
erly  a  eikern,  but  it  is  now  in 

ruins,  and  ufelefs.  There  are  near 

'  / 

300  perfons  there ;  and  all  the 


exiles  are  allowed  to  marry.  Ba~ 
cufFa  efcaped  by  help  of  his  filler. 

“  Extreme  umftion  is  unknown 
in  Abyfiinia  ;  that  is,  the  anointing 
with  oil.  However,  when  a  perfon 
is  attacked  with  ficknefs,  which 
threatens  death,  he  often  puts  on  a 
monk’s  hood,  as  a  token  that,  in 
cafe  of  recovery,  he  will  abandon 
the  world,  and  then  receives  the 
lak  facrament,  or  rather  he  does  fo 
before  putting  it  on  ;  and  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  the  cukom  to  dikribute  all 
his  moveables  to  the  churches,  which 
the  prieks  appropriate.  Thefe  are 
traces  of  extreme  unClion.  The 
great  men  often  renounce  the  hood, 
and  return  to  their  former  life. 

u  N.  B.  The  Abyffinian  MS. 
hikories  are  full  of  thefe  inkances, 
in  which  the  great  men,  when  dif- 
appointed  in  politics,  retire  to  Wal- 
dubba,  or  other  deferts,  to  live  as 
monks.  The  dikribution  of  goods 
and  money  made  by  the  kings, 
when  fick,  to  the  churches,  occurs 
in  almok  every  reign.  Before  Ya¬ 
fous  II.  died,  the  Chronicle  fays, 
that  he  had  given  away  every  thing 
he  had,  in  this  way,  except  the 
crown  on  his  head.  When  Joas 
was  proclaimed,  the  Iteghe  his 
grandmother  wilhed  to  give  a  pre- 
fent  to  the  poor,  as  ufual  at  the 
beginning  of  a  reign  ;  which  fhe 
could  not  do,  until  one  of  the  nobles 
fupplied  her  with  a  fum  of  money. 
There  were  only  a  few  derims  left  ' 
in  the  treafury. 

‘  ‘  Abyffinian  Harvefts.  They  firk 
fow  barley  from  the  end  of  April 
to  the  beginning  of  May,  or  later  ; 
that  is,  towards  the  firll  rains.  This 
ripens  in  the  rains  oi  June  ;  and  is 
carried  off  the  fields  into  the  houfe, 
that  it  may  not  rot.  Then  they 
fow  fitches,  which  likewife  ripen 
in  the  rains  after.  In  September 
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they  fow  wheat,  or  teff,  which  is 
cut  down  in  December ;  and,  if 
they  have  water,  they  fow  barley, 
or  fitches,  again  in  January.  In 
Woggora  (a  very  fertile  province), 
th  ere  is  feed-time,  and  harveft, 
and  ploughing,  in  every  month  in 
the  year  ;  water  being  eafily  di¬ 
verted  to  the  grounds.  The  rent 
paid  to  rhe  king  for  the  ground  is 
one  tenth  of  what  they  reap,  yet, 
with  all  this,  they  are  all  poor  ; 
for  a  harvest,  at  a  medium,  is  about 
twenty  after  one;  and  they  fome- 
times,  nay  very  often,  fcarce  reap 
the  feed.  They  never  manure  the 
ground  ;  and  there  are  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  rats  and  innumerable  ants, 
that  confume  their  corn  at  different, 
nay,  at  all  periods  of  its  growth. 
All  their  five  bar  veils  do  not,  in 
produce,  equal  one  Egyptian  one; 
and  they  are  at  five  times  the  la¬ 
bour.  In  the  feveral  villages,  liv¬ 
ing,  in  general,  is  very  miferable  ; 
and,  in  general,  people  of  confi- 
deration  fcaicely  know  any  other 
diet  than  teff  bread  and  bouza. 
Whether  this  teff  is  black,  or  white, 
is  the  whole  difference  between  the 
diet  of  m after  and  fervant. 

“  Abjffinian  DreJ's.  The  principal 
part  of  the  drefs  of  the  natives  is 
alargecotton  cloth,  23  peek  (cubits) 
in  length,  and  one  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  with  a  blue  and  yellow 
firipe  round  the  bottom  of  it.  This 
blue  is  not  dyed;  but  the  Surat 
blue  cloths  are  unrivalled,  and 
woven  for  this  purpofe ;  and  the 
yellow  they  dye  with  fuf,  the  yel¬ 
low  thiftle.  The  belt  for  ordinary 
wear  coils  10  falts,  or  ij  pataka, 
about  6s.  6d.  Englifh.  It  is  called 
Kuara,  as  probably  coining  from 
that  province.  They  are  very  beau¬ 
tiful  and  light.  The  other  pieces 
of  drefs  are  breeches,  which  reach 


to  their  mid- thighs  ;  and  girt  with 
a  white  girdle  of  cloth  to  the  com¬ 
mon  people;  but  the  better  fort 
have  red  Indian  cotton  cloths  for 
breeches ;  and  filk,  or  worfled  co¬ 
loured  girdles  from  the  Levant. 
When  they  ride,  t hey  only  hold 
their  flirrups  between  their  great 
and  fecond  toes.  Even  the  king 
rides  barefooted  ;  and  being  ufed 
chiefly  to  mules,  they  are  far  in¬ 
ferior  horfemen  to  the  Arabs. 

“  Price'  of  Gold.  Gold,  at  a  me¬ 
dium,  fells  for  10  pataka  each 
wakea  ;  or  10  derims,  fait,  at  a 
medium  8  per  pa  aka.  The  piece 
(of fait),  fpeakingofit  identically, 
is  called  Kourman,  but  in  edima- 
tion,  or  fuch  a  thing  cods  fo  many 
falts,  they  are  called  Amooli.  Thefe 
are  the  ordinary  currency  far  the 
neceffaries  of  life.  For  cun  Adorable 
purchafes,  gold  is  ufed  ;  and  there 
is  great  lofs  in  cutting  the  waken 
into  derims,  at  lead  one  in  ten. 
The  gold  is  got  by  wafiiing  the 
earth  in  water,  in  wooden  difhes. 
The  grains  that  remain  behind  are 
put  into  a  quill,  melted  down  and 
alloyed,  probably  by  the  Shan, 
galla ;  for  it  is  pale,  and  is  never 
brought  to  market  in  its  fird  form, 
but  melted  down  into  fmall  rods 
or  ingots.  In  joas’s  time  a  wakea 
was  valued  only  at  S  patakas.  Ya- 
fous  Tanufh,  or  the  II.  turned 
round,  and  reduced  the  Sennaar 
Shangalla  ;  but  they  are  now  quite 
independent  of  Habbefh.  Their 
fair  is  held  at  Bure  in  Damot. 

Weights  and  Mea fares .  The 
wakea  (or  ounce),  in  Abyffinia,  is 
confidered  as  10  derims,  or  drams, 
and  1 2  ounces  make  a  litir,  or  rotol 
(pound).  At  Gondar,  the  capital 
of  all  Abyffinia,  the  wakea  is  6 
drams,  40  grains,  Troy  weight, 
Englifh,  and  divided  into  10  drams 
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of  40  grains.  The  fmall  money  is 
fait  bricks,  dug  out  of  the  mines  at 
Dancali,  near  the  myrrh  country. 
Every  wakea,  in  ordinary  times, 
gives  from  72  to  76  Talts.  In  1769, 
the  wakea  was  80  falts,  and  June 
15th,  1771,  the  wakea  fold  at  34, 
but  there  was  a  great  difference  in 
the  fize  of  the  bricks.  Thefe  are 
little  or  not  at  all  liable  to  wafte, 
as  M.  Montefquieu  fuppofes. 
Abyffinian  gold  at  Mocha  is  15  or 
16  patakas  when  the  Sennaar  gold 
is  22,  becaufe  the  Agows,  See.  al¬ 
loy  it  with  filver. 

(l  At  Mafuah,  the  current  money 
is  the  Venetian  fequin,  the  pataka, 
or  queen’s  dollar,  and  half-dollars. 
For  fmall  money  are  ufed  grains  of 
glafs,  called  borjook,  three  of  which 
make  a  chebir,  (Vid.  Travels, Book 
V.  Chap,  ii.) 

“  Corn  fold  at  Mafuah  for  four 
patakas  the  ardeb,  which  contains 
about  34.  meafures  of  the  country. 
Coffee,  fix  rotol  per  pataka,  fome- 
times  ten  or  even  13  rotol.  Honey, 
four  cuba  for  a  pataka,  each  cuba 
about  two  rotol.  or  fomewhat  Iefs. 
Butter  20  rotol,  for  pataka,  and 
3|-  harf.  Civet,  i|  pataka  the  wa¬ 
kea.  Wax,  4  patt.  the  faranzola. 
Elephants’  teeth,  35  rotol  for  18 
patt.  Water  if  paras  the  fmalleft 
jar,  and  3  paras  the  larged.  Abyffi¬ 
nian  gold  duff,  15  patt.  per  wakea, 
at  Mocha.  Dora,  12  meafures  for 
a  pataka.  The  Venetian  fequin 
goes  for  2 f  patakas. 

<(  The  Abyffinian  grain  meafure 
is  the  ardeb,  which,  at  Gondar, 
contains  10  meafures,  called  Ma- 
dega,  each  equal  to  1 2  ounces, 
Cairo  weight.  An  ardeb  of  grain 
coils  2  derims,  or  2  patakas ;  an 
ardeb  of  teff,  the  fame ;  6  or  8 
ardebs  of  toculfo  pay  an  ounce 
(wakea)  of  gold,  or  10  derims. 


(t  Servants  IVages  at  Gondar.  At 
Gondar  a  maid-fervant  receives  15 
falts  per  annum,  and  is  fed  in  the 
houfe.  A  rnan-fervant  is  paid  4 
pataka  yearly,  which  correfpond 
to  4  wakea,  or  ounces  of  gold, 
Abyffinian  weight,  and  receives 
befides  two  loaves,  or  cakes  of  ted, 
for  his  fupport  daily.  If  his  mailer 
is  good,  he  fonnetimes  gives  him  a 
little  flclh,  lentiles,  or  vetches.  He 
is  not  obliged  to  clothe  him,  but 
he  fometimes  gives  him  a  pair  of 
trowfer-’,  which  conhft  of  about 
one-fourth  of  a  yard  of  white  cloth. 

“  With  refpeft  to  carriage,  Sec. 
three  bundles  of  wood,  which  are 
brought  from  Tchagalfa,  three 
hours  walking,  coll  a  fait.  The 
carriage  of  a  jar,  or  manteca,  full 
of  wine,  or  honey,  from  Emfras, 
eight  hours  journey,  pays  a  fait,  of 
the  weight  of  3  faranzala,  or  fo. 

“  Thirty-three  tefF  bread  cod  a 
fait  ;  the  loaves  are  about  three 
lines  thick,  and  1  8  inches  diameter. 
A  pair  of  {hoes  (pantufle)  coll  a  fait. 
Eight  and  a  quarter  peeks  of  cloth 
is  the  lead  gift  that  can  be  offered 
in  the  country. 

“  Bouza.  Manner  in  which  the 
Abyffinians  make  a  kind  of  beer, 
that,  in  their  language,  is  called 
bouza. 

“  To  make  this,  they  ufe  toculfo 
limply  ;  but  fometimes  they  mix  it 
with  grain  (wheat),  or  dora,  or 
all  three  together  ;  but  in  ordinary 
toculfo  is  bed.  A  jar  of  toculfo, 
or  of  the  three  forts  of  grain,  con¬ 
tains  as  much  as  is  Efficient  to 
make  two  loaves,  that  are  a  tenth 
part  of  the  whole  jar ;  befides 
which,  they  ufe  about  half  a  rotol 
of  Ghefh  leaves. 

“  The  fird  part  of  the  procefs  is 
to  grind  the  toculfo,  after  which 
they  take  a  fourth  part  of  it,  and 
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knead  it  with  water  and  leaven,  as 
it  to  make  bread.  This  they  put 
in  a  jar  to  ferment  for  two  days, 
at  the  end  of  which  they  make  a 
good  many  thin  large  cakes,  and 
dry  them  on  the  fire  till  they  be¬ 
come  as  hard  as  a  {tone,  then  break 
them  down  into  crumbs,  and  put 
them  in  a  large  vellel  full  of  water, 
capable  of  holding  fix  times  the 
volume  of  the  grain  ;  or  for  one 
jar  of  grain,  the  veiled  holds  five  of 
water,  and  one  for  the  quantity  of 
grain.  At  the  fame  time  that  they 
put  in  the  bruifed  bread,  as  above- 
mentioned,  into  that  quantity  of 
water,  the  other  things  fhould  be 
got  ready  to  go  in  alfo.  The  grain 
ought  to  be  fermented  for  two 
days,  then  dried  in  the  fun,  and 
afterwards  ground  into  meal.  The 
Ghefh  leaves  are  ground  likewife. 
The  remainder  of  the  meal,  or 
thofe  three-fourths  that  were  not 
nfed  to  make  the  bread,  mud  be 
put  into  a  hollow  oven,  over  a  fire, 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  water, 
and  conflantly  ftirred  with  a  flick, 
until  it  become  a  pafle  ;  and  when 
the  water  is  dried  up,  more  is  put 
in,  conftantly  llirring  the  mafs 
until  it  become  black  like  a  coal. 
The  whole  fo  prepared,  the  crumbs, 
the  mafs,  and  the  leaves  are  put 
together  into  the  large  jar,  and  let 
alone  for  a  day,  after  which  it  is 
poured  off,  and  preferved  in  jars, 
well  flopped.  At  the  end  of  feven 
or  eight  days,  this  liquor  begins 
to  be  too  flrong,  and  is  bed  when 
frefh,  too  or  three  days  old. 

(S  Marriage.  Marriage  is  not 
confidered  in  Abydinia  as  a  facra- 
ment,  yet  the  church  ordains  fome 
rules  to  be  obferved,  in  order  that 
the  man  and  the  woman  may  be 
faithful  towards  one  another.  The 
ordinary  method  of  marriage  among 


people  of  condition,  and  among 
thofe  who  moll  fear  God,  is  the 
following :  The  man,  when  he 
refolves  to  marry  a  girl,  fends  fome 
perfon  to  her  father  to  a  Ik  his 
daughter  in  marriage.  It  feldom 
happens  that  fhe  is  refufed  ;  and 
when  fhe  is  granted,  the  future 
hufband  is  called  into  the  girl’s 
houfe,  and  an  oath  is  taken  reci¬ 
procally  by  the  parties,  that  they 
will  maintain  due  fidelity  to  one 
another.  Then  the  father  of  the 
bride  prefents  to  the  bridegroom 
the  fortune  that  he  will  give  :  it 
confids  of  a  particular  fum  of  gold, 
fome  oxen,  fheep,  or  horfes,  &c. 
according  to  the  circumdances  of 
the  people.  Then  the  bridegroom 
is  obliged  to  find  furety  for  the 
faid  goods;  which  is  fome  one  of 
his  friends  that  prefents  hiinfelf, 
and  becomes  anfwerable  for  him  in 
cafe  he  fhould  wifh  to  difmifs  his 
wife,  and  he  not  able,  through  dif- 
fipation  or  otherwife,  to  redore  all 
that  lae  has  gotten. 

u  Further,  at  the  time  when 
they  difplay  the  fortune  of  the 
bride,  the  hufband  is  obliged  to 
promife  a  certain  fum  of  money,  or 
an  equivalent,  in  effedds,  to  his 
wife,  in  cafe  he  fhould  choofe  to 
abandon  her,  or  feparate  himfelf 
from  her.  This  mud  alfo  be  con. 
firmed  by  an  oath  of  the  future 
hufband,  and  of  his  furety*  A  cer- 
tain  time,  of  twenty  or  thirty  days, 
is  determined  alfo  by  a  reciprocal 
oath,  that  on  the  lad  of  thefe  they 
will  go  together  to  church,  and 
receive  the  facrament.  When  all 
thefe  matters  are  concluded,  the 
future  fpoufe  appoints  the  marriage- 
day,  and  then  returns  home.  When 
that  day  arrives,  the  intended  huf¬ 
band  goes  again  tohis  bride’s  houfe, 
where  (he  appears,  and  (hews  him 
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fser  moveables  (mobiglia),  or 
clothes ;  and  he  muft  promife  and 
fwear  anew  the  fore-mentioned  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  and  that  he  will  life  his  wife 
well ;  never  leave  her  without  meat 
of  clothing  ;  keep  her  in  a  good 
houfe,  &c.  all  which  hisfurety  muft 
confirm.  When  this  is  over,  the 
bridegroom  takes  his  lady  on  his 
fhoulders,  and  carries  her  off  to  his 
houfe.  If  it  be  at  a  di (lance,  he 
does  the  fame  thing,  but  only  goes 
entirely  round  about  the  bride’s 

j 

houfe  ;  then  fets  her  down  and  re¬ 
turns  her  into  it.  After  this  cere¬ 
mony,  a  folemn  banquet  takes 
place,  confiding  of  raw  beef  and 
bread,  and  honey-wine,  or  hydro- 
mel,  or  another  beverage  from 
grain,  called  bouza,  a  fort  of  beer 
very  four  and  difgufting.  The  feaft 
being  ended,  the  parties  mount 
each  a  mule,  and  ride  to  the  bride, 
groom’s  houfe,  where  is  concluded 
all  the  ceremony  neceftary  to  mar¬ 
riage  before  they  live  together. 
When  they  have  lived  together 
during  the  appointed  term  of  twenty 
©r  thirty  days,  they  muft  both  ap. 
pear  at  church,  and  declare  before 
the  prieft,  that  they  are  hufband 
and  wife,  and  that  they  are  come 
to  receive  thefacrament.  The  pried, 
without  more  ado,  celebrates  mafs  ; 
they  communicate,  and  return  home. 

“  After  fome  time,  although 
both  have  fworn  to  live  all  their 
life  faithful  to  one  another,  they 
rake  the  liberty  to  feparate ;  if  it 
is  the  hufband  who  wifhes  to  get 
off,  he,  or  his  furety,  mud  pay  the 
wife  that  which  (he  brought,  and 
like  wife  the  fum  dipula  ted  in  cafe 
of  feparation,  If  they  have  had 
children,  the  boys  always  go  with 
the  mother,  even  if  there  were  but 
an  only  child  ;  if  there  be  no  boys, 
fhe  takes  none  of  the  girls.  When 


the  reparation  comes  from  the  lady" 
the  hufband  is  liable  to  no  reditu- 
tion,  provided  he  has  been  always 
faithful  to  the  married  date,  as 
promifed  ;  but  if  it  is  on  account 
of  his  bad  condufil,  or  irregular 
life,  that  (he  forms  this  refolution, 
he  is  always  fubjefil  to  his  promife 
and  the  above-mentioned  articles. 

“  It  fometimes  happens  that  the 
hufband  and  wife,  mutually,  with¬ 
out  any  caufe  of  ill-will,  agree  to 
part  *  in  this  cafe,  the  effects 
brought  by  the  wife  are  united 
with  the  fum  dipulated  by  the 
hufband  ;  then  divided  into  equal 
(Ira res.  of  which  the  parties  take 
each  one,  and  return  to  their  former 
places  of  abode. 

This  is  the  eftablifhed  form 
of  thofe  marriages  which  are  (aid 
to  be  celebrated  judly,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  church.  But  with 
regard  to  inferior  people,  thefe 
feldcm  take  place ;  in  proof  of 
which  I  can  mention  what  a  perfon 
of  credit  after  ted,  who  had  lived 
twenty-five  years  in  this  country. 
He  affirmed,  that  in  all  that  time 
he  had  not  feen,  nor  known  of  a 
marriage  at  the  church,  in  the 
places  where  he  lived,  except  one 
fingle  inftance.  I  may  add  to  his 
the  teftimony  of  a  prieft  in  Tigre, 
who  fwore  folemnly,  that  in  all 
Addua,  the  capital  of  that  pro¬ 
vince,  he  was  the  only  man  who 
was  married  according  to  the 
church,  that  is,  in  the  fore^men. 
tioned  manner. 

“  The  ordinary  way  of  marrying 
is  this :  When  two  perfons  *****. 
Here  the  MS.  breaks  of ;  L.  Balu- 
gani  having  been  either  interrupted 
or  weary  of  the  fubjedk  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  that  he  has  not  given 
the  manner  in  which  the  bulk  of 
a  nation,  very  little  influenced  by 
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Chriffianity,  perform  one  of  the 
mo  ft  effential  ceremonies  in  life. 
His  account  of  the  marriage  of  the 
church  is  confirmed  by  Gregory  of 
Hagara-Chriftos,  in  Ludolph’s 
Abyflinian  Hiftory  and  Commen¬ 
tary. 

“  It  may  be  gathered  from  va. 
rious  hints  in  Mr.  Bruce’s  papers, 
that  the  Abyflinian  peafants  and 
foldiers  marry  in  a  few  minutes. 
No  fettlement,  portion,  or  furety, 
being  neceffary,  they  eat  an  ox, 
or  two  or  three  fheep  raw,  the  fa¬ 
vourite  method  of  cutting  pieces 
from  them,  while  alive,  being  pre¬ 
ferred  ;  a  great  deal  of  bouza  is 
drunk  on  the  occafion  ;  dancing, 
fhouting,  and  various  kinds  of  li- 
centioufnefs,  are  pradifed ;  if  a 
prieft  be  near  he  fprinkles  them 
with  holy  water,  and  repeats  a  hal¬ 
lelujah.  The  company  join  in  the 
benedidion ;  and  no  delicacy  of 
manners  conftrains  either  the  parties 
or  the  guefts.  The  bride  does  not 
appear  abroad  till  about  ten  days 
after  her  marriage.  Thefe  con¬ 
nexions  are  eafily  diffolved  ;  but 
the  king’s  judges  and  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  provinces,  take  care  that 
the  children  fhall  be  maintained  by 
their  parents  or  others.  Judgment 
is  given  in  all  matters  by  the  civil 
courts ;  nothing  being  left  to  the 
clergy  but  the  decifion  of  matters 
fixed  by  the  canons  (kanoun),  or 
pofitive  law  of  the  church. 

(t  The  Tons  of  the  royal  family 
confined  in  Wechne  are  allowed  to 
marry,  but  it  is  only  by  con¬ 
nivance.  No  perfons  of  rank  give 
their  daughters  to  thefe  exiles.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Ozoros,  or 
princeffes,  are  given  away  to  every 
great  man  in  the  kingdom,  and 
their  marriages  and  divorces  are 
fcandaloufly  frequent.  The  cere¬ 


*  523 

mony  at  the  marriage  of  a  prince 
or  princefs  is  as  follows : — The 
match  having  been  fettled  pre- 
vioufly,  according  to  the  views 
of  the  court,  preparations  are  made 
for  the  feftival,  which  is  generally 
held  during  the  rainy  feafon,  while 
the  country  is  fecure  and  abandoned, 
to  pleafure.  The  king  being  feated 
on  the  throne,  in  the  large  hail  of 
audience,  the  parties  are  introduced 
before  him  with  their  refpedive 
attendants.  After  killing  his  hand, 
they  are  all  magnificently  clothed 
in  drefles  of  brocade,  or  other  rich 
fluffs,  with  prefcnts  of  knives,  &c, 
correfpondiug  to  their  habits.  The 
crown  is  fometimes  fet  on  their 
heads;  they  receive  thebenedidion 
of  the  kees  hatfe,  or  king’s  al¬ 
moner ;  after  which  they  retire 
clothed  with  the  caftan,  and  mount 
horfes  given  them  by  the  king,  on 
which  they  ride  in  great  ftate,  in 
the  midft  of  acclamations  of  joy 
and  profperity,  to  the  houfe  of  the 
bridegroom.  A  banquet  or  dinner 
is  prepared  there ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which  many  oxen  are  flaughtered 
at  the  door,  in  order  to  furnifh 
brindy  which  is  ferved  up  reeking 
from  the  animal.  Deep  drinking 
then  commences ;  in  which  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  indulge  to¬ 
gether  to  a  degree  incredible,  be- 
caufe  it  is  unknown  in  Europe. 
Thefe  marriages  are  by  no  means 
permanent :  many  of  the  Ozoros, 
who  always  rule  their  hufbands, 
marry  as  often  as  they  pleafe  ;  dif- 
folving  the  marriage  preceding  at 
thedidatesof  convenience  or  fancy. 
But  notwithftanding  the  general  li- 
centioufnefs,  there,  are  found  feveral 
faithful  wives  and  mothers,  who 
are  content  to  deviate  from  the 
common  example. 

i(  When  any  of  the  king’s  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  dies,  it  is  the  cuftom  to  hang 
the  audience-chamber  with  tapeftry 
and  curtains,  and  fpread  carpets  on 
the  floor.  The  king  having  en¬ 
tered  fits  on  the  throne,  and  the 
iieagerd ,  afet  of  profefled  mourners 
of  the  female  fex,  along  with  the 
nobles  and  houfehold  fervants  at¬ 
tend.  One  of  the  licaonte,  a  prieft, 
reads  over  a  lift  of  the  former  king's 
with  great  folemnity,  adding  after 
every  name,  (  May  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  his  foul,  even  to  the  fifth 
generation!’  The  aflembly  reply, 

6  Amen,  ycoune,  fo  let  it  be.’  At 
laft  he  fays,  ‘  Greatly  may  the 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  the  foul  of 
****,  who  died  this  day ;’  on 
which  the  Ozoros  and  their  wo¬ 
men,  the  mourners,  the  houfehold, 
and  the  nobles,  all  fet  up  a  loud 
and  general  cry  of  lamentation, 
and  weep  for  fome  time.  If  the 
perfon  has  died  in  the  camp  or  city 
the  coffin  is  brought  before  the 
king  ;  but  if  not,  he  performs  the 
ceremony  without  it.  It  is  after¬ 
wards  carried  out  with  fendic  and 
nagareet,  and  buried  by  the  Betwu- 
det,  or  Billetana-gueta  dakakin,  in 
the  manner  which  fhall  be  after¬ 
wards  mentioned. 

((  Kofcam  is  the  richeft  church 
in  Abvffinia ;  it  is  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  Kahha,  below  a  ruinous 
palace  or  houfe  of  the  king.  There 
are  about  forty  houfes  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  all  belonging  to  the  principal 
Kuaragna,  the  party  of  the  queen. 
All  theKuaragna,  Ethte,  Eufebius, 
and  the  reft,  had  their  troops  drawn 
up  to  attack  Michael  when  called  to 
Gondar  by  Joas,  at  the  advice  of 
Lubo.  They  defigncd  to  engage 
him  on  the  Angrab,  but  failed 
completely'.  The  refiding  people  at 
Kofcam,  after  Joas’s  death,  were 
in  great  fear  of  Michael,  and  wore 


a  hood  or  cowl  like  the  monks. 
Gondar  is  2-|  miles,  perhaps  three, 
at  its  greateft  length,  and  no  where 
above  a  mile  broad.  The  palace 
is  in  the  centre.  Below  the  town, 
on  the  S.  W.  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Angrab  and  Kahha,  is  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  town.  Thefe  rivers  inclofe 
the  town  on  its  N.  and  S.  fides,  and 
join  on  the  W.  On  the  S  E.  part 
of  it  is  the  church  of  Debra-berhan. 
On  the  N.  E.  is  Kedus  Gabriel, 
Two  fuburbs  above  Kedus  Gabriel, 
is  Anta  Naggar,  the  hill  where, 
till  Yafous’s  time,  the  Tigre.  in 
confequenceof  a  proclamation,  were 
obliged  to  halt,  and  not  allowed  to 
enter  Gondar. 

“  In  Abyftinia  there  remains  not 
a  fhadow  of  the  hofpitality  which 
is  faid  to  be  a  trait  in  the  character 
of  barbarous  nations. 

u  They  divide  the  day  into  five 
parts  (humifi).  From  the  twilight, 
which  is  here  ftiort,  it  is  nagga  ; 
about  nine  it  is  called  feleft,  or  the 
third  hour;  mid-day  is  kutter ; 
three  o’clock,  teftaat ;  and  fun-fet, 
ferk.  They  judge  by  the  height 
of  the  fun,  having  neither  clocks 
nor  watches.  The  other  hours  men¬ 
tioned  in  their  books  are  counted 
i,  2,  3,  Sec.  after  dawn,  fun-rife, 
or  fun-fet. 

“  There  are  two  kinds  of  mo¬ 
narchy  ;  one  is  abfolute,  where 
there  are  no  written  laws,  but  the 
will  of  the  prince  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect  by  his  command  and  force ; 
another  is,  where  there  are  laws 
and  reftraints,  but  thefe  occafionally 
broken  through.  The  Abyflinian 
government  is  neither  of  thofe. 
There  are  no  laws :  the  lives  of  the 
king’s  fubjedts  and  their  lands  are 
de  jure  his ;  he  is  abfolute  and  foie 
mafter  of  their  lives  and  property  : 
yet  he  has  no  military  force  ;  this 
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is  all  in  the  hands  of  the  governors 
of  provinces,  whofe  fafety  lies  in 
keeping  the  prince  in  want  of  every 
thing.  It  is  a  monftrous  kind  of 
monarchy,  and  to  this  are  owing 
the  continual  wars  and  rebellions. 
While  the  diitridfs  were  fmall,  thefe 
were  prevented ;  but  minorities, 
weak  reigns,  &c.  have  united  them 
into  great  ones,  each  of  which  are 
more  than  a  match  for  the  fove- 
reign  ;  indeed  the  forty-four  na- 
gareets  of  Tigre  united,  are  more 
than  a  match  for  all  Abyffinia. 
Damot  and  Agow-midre,  joined 
to  Maitfha,  when  they  pleafe,  ftarve 
the  capital,  and  leave  the  king  not 
only  without  army  and  provisions, 
but  even  meat  and  clothes  for  him- 
felf.  The  Turkifh  and  Galla  wars 
have  accelerated  this  (late  of  af¬ 
fairs.  Each  of  the  governments 
have  become  a  kind  of  fiefs,  very 
rarely  not  granted  to  the  family  of 
the  deceafed,  and  that  one  of  it 
t  moftly  likely  to  be  ferviceable. 
ii  King’s  Houfthold ’. — The  Se- 
rachmafery  is  Yefous  Alaka ;  he 
anoints  the  king  at  the  coronation, 
and  has  ten  ounces  of  gold  for  his 
falary.  The  Licaonte  vote  Hand¬ 
ing  before  the  King  and  the  Ras, 
but  before  the  Billentana-gueta 
dakakin,  and  other  meconem,  fit¬ 
ting.  Four  Licaonte  and  fourazajes 
only  vote  before  the  king.  The 
Palambaras  was  of  old,  in  Tigre, 
called  Lik-fof.  The  Baal- mag wafs 
goes  immediately  before  the  king, 
dreffcd  as  the  king,  and  his  face, 
as  the  king’s,  half-covered.  All 
his  attions  are  imputed  to  the 
king  ;  and  when  he  kills  an  enemy 
in  fight,  it  is  faid  the  king  killed 
him.  Shalaka  are  the  heads  of  the 
king’s  foldiers,  who  are  called  by 
refpedtive  names,  Gimja-bet,Wrerk- 
faccala,  &c.  Azaje  are  officers  over 


the  king’s  houfehold  and  revenues. 

The  fervants  of  the  Licaonte  are 

called  Firaje  and  Baalh'eg ;  they 

vote  with  the  Licaonte,  and  before 

them  in  civil  caufes.  Rakmaferv 

•> 

is  fuperintendant  of  the  bread,  and 
the  Shum  mes  of  the  wine  or  hyd- 
romel.  The  Terfemba  Azaje  is 
the  judge,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
Dabna  of  theWezizir,  or  nobles; 
Dimfhas  is  an  officer  under  him. 
Of  the  officers  called  Hadug,  there 
are  two ;  thefe  are  the  king’s 
wakeels,  in  the  Abuna’s  houfe, 
and  have  one- third  of  his  revenues. 

“  Gera  and  Kanya  wuft- Azaje. 
He  is  the  perfon,  who,  in  capital 
crimes,  accufes  for  the  king  ;  and 
is  always  one  of  the  Licaonte,  the 
mod  remarkable  for  his  experience 
and  difcernment.  Debena-bet  haits 
is  the  perfon  that  executes,  -by  his 
fervants,  all  criminals  at  Debabay  ; 
he  has  the  guard  there  at  night, 
and,  about  three  in  the  morning, 
gives  the  fignal  of  the  approach  of 
day  to  the  officer  of  the  king’s 
houfe,  by  about  30  fmacks  of  a 
whip,  to  drive  away  the  hyaenas 
and  beafts  of  prey,  that  come  to 
Debabay,  the  place  of  execution, 
in  fearch  of  carcafes.  He  has  alfo 
the  right  of  fending  expreffes  to 
Gondar,  of -the  king’s  vi&ories, 
and  brings  with  him  the  heads, 
pudenda,  &c.  of  traitors,  which 
are  expofed  on  the  tree  at  the  place 
of  execution  ;  at  which  time  the 
merchants,  both  Mahometan  and 
Chriftian,  give  prefents,  which,  on 
great  occafions,  amount  to  10  wa. 
keas  from  each  Modern,  and  the 
fame  from  the  Atary,  or  Chriftian 
merchants.  The  viceroy  or  kaf- 
mati  of  Tigre,  drinks  out  of  a 
golden  cup,  as  keeper  of  the  law 
at  Axum.  There  are  twelve  na- 
gareets.  in  Tigre,  and  forty- four 
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perfons  are  inverted  with  the  Ras- 
werk . 

<(  Church  Affairs . — The  Abuna 
is  appointed  by  proclamation  of 
the  king,  and  is  depofed  at  his 
pleafure.  He  holds  of  no  other 
perfon.  He  ordains  prierts  and 
deacons  within  the  kingdom,  con- 
fecrates churches,  altars  ( tabot),  8c c. 
His  revenue  was  once  very  confi¬ 
de  table,  efteemed  one- third  of  the 
revenues  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  as 
ihofe  princes  who  made  the  grants 
refided  in  Shoa,  or  in  the  fouth  of 
Tigre,  the  principal  lands  are  in 
thofe  provinces  adjoining  to  the 
royal  refidence.  Now  the  fouthern 
provinces  are  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
Galla,  as  well  as  part  of  Tigre, 
and  the  governor  or  Ras  has  af¬ 
firmed  the  reft ;  fo  that  of  400 
ounces  of  gold  once  paid  by  Tigre, 
the  Abuna,  in  my  time,  got  only 
twenty-five,  one-third  of  which 
went  to  the  king’s  wakeel  in  his 
houfe.  The  Abuna  appoints  no 
offic.r,  civil  or  ecclefiaftical :  the 
king  or  governor  does  all.  The 
king  appoints  officers  called  Alaka, 
who  adminifter  in  all  cafes  the 
revenue  of  churches  and  convents  ; 
and  this  perfon  is  the  judge  of 
differences  and  fuits  among  the 
prierts  and  monks  of  his  church  or 
fraternity,  from  whom  lies  no  ap¬ 
peal  but  to  the  King  or  to  the  Ras, 
who  is  underftood  to  reprefen t 
him.  This  Alaka  is  or  is  not  a 
monk  or  prieft  at  the  king’s  plea- 
fure.  Of  thofe  who  are  called 
Monks,  are  the  communities  of 
Debra  Lthanos  or  Azazo,  as  it  is 
now  called,  Waldubba,  Werkleva, 
Damo,  Mahabar  SelafTe, &c.  Thefe 
live  in  villages  in  thefe  places,  and 
refide  or  not  as  they  pleafe.  The 
reft  of  that  name  are  thofe  who  are 
ordained  on  any  illnefs,  difappoint. 


ment,  or  advanced  in  life.  The? 
monks  are  ordained  by  the  Itchegue, 
the  others  by  an  ordinary  prieft. 
Neither  take  any  vow.  The  wo¬ 
men  of  Waldubba  are  of  the  firft 
kind,  and  all  the  women  part:  plea- 
fure  com  pole  the  fecond.  There 
are  many  iftrtances  of  both  orders 
renouncing  and  marrying. 

t(  All  perfons,  as  well  ecclefiar- 
tical  as  civil,  are  fubjeiR  to  the 
fame  laws,  judgment,  and  tribunal, 
without  exception,  be  the  caufe  of 
whatever  nature  it  may  be.  The 
Abuna,  or  Itchegue,  have  none  of 
them  a  tribunal,  nor  can  they  take 
cognizance  of  any  caufe;  efpecially 
the  Abuna,  who  has,  as  I  have 
faid,  an  officer  in  his  houfe  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  king,  who  punifhes  all 
perfons  by  that  authority,  even 
thofe  of  the  Abuna’s  family,  with¬ 
out  any  fort  of  deference  paid  to 
him  ;  and  this,  as  appears  by  the 
judges,  or  kings  records,  is  of  very 
ancient  handing.  The  king  calls 
an  a  (Terribly  of  the  clergy  when  he 
pleafes,  generally  with  the  advice 
of  the  Abuna,  and  there  is  none 
confidered  legal  if  he  is  not  pre- 
fent,  in  the  kingdom. 

“  Welled  Hayrat  (Ras  Michael's 
fon)  was  excommunicated  lor  kill¬ 
ing  a  refugee  at  the  Abuna’s  feet, 
in  confequence  of  which  he  confif- 
cated  the  Abuna’s  villages  in  Tigre, 
nor  was  the  curfe  ever  taken  off. 
The  Itchegue,  or  prior  of  the 
monks,  if  it  be  chofen  by  a  lay¬ 
man,  muft  be  ordained  by  the 
Abuna.  He  is  named  by  the  king, 
who  nominates  all  fuperiors  of 
monarteries.  The  Lika-cahanat, 
or  chief  oi  the  prierts,  is  ordained 
by  the  Abuna  and  Itchegue,  who 
both  hold  a  corner  of  a  fcarf  put 
upon  him.  He  is  an  inquifitor  of 
morals  among  the  prierts,  and  has 
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To  much  fait  and  cloth  from  each 
difiridt.  A  priefl  at  his  ordination 
pays  three  fairs  to  the  Abura.  He 
comes  to  the  houfe  of  the  latter, 
enters,  and  ki  fifes  the  threlhoid. 
The  Abuna,  fitting  on  a  foia  at 
one  end  of  the  room,  reads  the  ficrip- 
t  ures  to  hirnfelf.  ^ Then  having 
paid  his  fair,  the  perfon  retires  and 
kiffies  the  threffiold,  returning  with¬ 
out  impofition  of  hands,  or  any 
ceremony.  Old  men  are  made 
priefts,  aud  young  men  deacons,  by 
a  fimple  juffit.  More  probable  ac¬ 
counts  fay,  that  there  is  only  one 
fait  paid,  that  the  perfon  hands  at 
the  door,  while  the  Abuna,  having 
made  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  holding 
it  in  his  hand,  fays, — u  I  have 
ordained  you  a  pried.’’  The  per¬ 
fon  then  enters  the  room,  kififes  the 
cufhion  of  the  fofa,  and  retires. 
Many  are  ordained  that  can  neither 
read  nor  write. 

“  The  Abyilinians  have  an  office 
for  the  dead  :  and  worfh ip  pictures 
of  faints,  even  fuch  as  are  not  con- 
fecrated.  This  we  had  an  oppor. 
tunity  of  feeing  every  time  we  were 
obliged  to  draw  fome  Madonna. 
All  thcfe  that  faw  it,  biffed  the 
ground  before  it,  with  their  fore¬ 
heads  on  the  earth.  The  princi¬ 
pal  revenue  of  the  clergy  is  the  pre- 
fents  made  by  ihofe  who  are  lick, 
or  dying. 

“  The  drefs  of  the  Acab  faat  is 
a  purple  burnoofe,  with  a  white  tur¬ 
ban,  not  unlike  the  Turkifh  Imams, 
or  a  white  handkerchief  hanging 
loofe  behind.  The  Kees  hatze  is 
the  king’s  official  confeffor,  official 
Alaka  of  the  church  of  Tecla- 
haimanout,  and  curator  of  the  two 
churches  of  Gondar. 

“  The  Abuna’s  words  of  abfolu- 
tion  in  a  cafeof  excommunication  is, 
“Gzier  ephtac,”  God  abfolve  thee. 


“  Women,  after  having  borne  a 
fon,  are  excluded  from  the  church 
forty  days,  and  if  a  daughter, 
eighty.  The  really  married  are 
thofe  who  receive  the  facrament  on 
that  occafion.  Perfons  who  have 
been  connected  with  any  woman  are 
excluded  from  church  during  three 
days;  if  that  connection  has  been 
promifcuous,  they  are  excluded 
feven  ;  and  then  even  admitted  to 
receive  the  facrament.  If  a  man, 
really  married,  is  guilty  with  ano¬ 
ther’s  wife,  he  is  not  debarred  a 
longer  period.  Women  in  the 
menfc-s  are  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
church  till  feven  days  afterwards. 
Circumcifion  is  performed  on  the 
eighth,  and  baptifm  is  celebrated 
on  the  forty-firft  day  of  the  child’s 
age.  On  all  the  forementioned  oc- 
cafions  they  only  come  within  the 
inner  precinft,  and  kifs  the  walls 
and  door-pods  of  the  church.  The 
clergy  are  rigid  in  thefe  matters, 
and  that  is  perhaps  one  of  the  rea- 
fons  why  the  churches  are  ill  at¬ 
tended.  It  is  their  only  duty ; 
the  monks  making  no  fcrupie  of 
confeffing  that  they  cannot  enter 
the  church,  for  that  day  they  had 
to  do  with  a  woman,  which  is  not 
attended  with  any  impeachment. 


Dtfcription  of  Stab  rock ,  a  ad  the  Cuf 
toms  at  Demerary ,  from  a  Voyage 
to  the  Demerary .  By  Heavy  Bo¬ 
lt  a  g  broke  y  Ef(j. 

Stabroek,  the  political  metro¬ 
polis,  and  principal  feat  of  exchange 
for  produce,  of  all  the  countries  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  Demerary  and  Efife- 
quebo,  is  fituated  on  the  eail  fide  of 
the  river  Demerary.  Its  fite  is 
low  and  level.  It  has  an  oblon 
form,  being  about  one-fourth  of 

mile 
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mile  broad  and  one  mile  long.  The 
principal  Hreets  are  quire  Hraight, 
with  carriage  roads.  The  middle 
Hreet,  leading  from  the  king’s  Hel¬ 
ling,  is  paved  with  bricks,  and  has 
lamps  on  each  fide  :  another  public 
Helling,  or  wharf  (befides  feveral 
that  are  private)  is  kept  purpofely 
in  order  for  landing  and  Hupping 
goods.  A  navigable  canal  on  each 
fide  of  the  town,  which  fills  and 
empties  with  the  tide,  affords  the 
fame  convenience  to  thofe  houfes 
which  are  not  fituated  near  the 
water-fide.  The  population  in  Sta- 
broek  cofifis  of  about  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  whites,  two  thoufand  free 
people  of  colour,  and  five  thoufand 
negroes. 

“  There  are  no  taverns,  or  lodg- 
ing-houfes,  wherefore  a  merchant’s 
houfe  is  more  like  an  inn  than  any 
thing  elfe. — People  coming  from 
England  generally  bring  letters  of 
introduction  which  are  always  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  fecure  to  the  bearers 
a  hofpitable  reception — a  knife  and 
fork  is  laid  for  them,  and  a  ham¬ 
mock  prepared,  which  they  occupy 
as  long  as  fuits  their  convenience. 
Planters  refiding  in  the  country, 
always  put  up  at  the  merchant’s 
houfe  with  whom  they  do  bufinefs. 

t(  The  way  of  living  differs  ma¬ 
terially  from  that  of  England.  The 
general  hour  for  riling  is  fix,  far  the 
pleafantefi  part  of  the  day,  by 
which  time  coffee,  and  often  cho¬ 
colate,  is  prepared.  BreakfaH  is 
delayed  until  ten,  which  is  in  fad 
more  like  a  dinner,  from  theintro- 
dudion  of  animal  food,  wine  and 
water,  and  fometimes  fruit.  By 
four  in  the  afternoon  all  bufinefs  is 
over  for  the  day.  Five  is  the  hour 
of  the  principal  meal,  which  is 
ferved  up  by  a  profufion  of  attend¬ 
ants  :  Madeira  and  Claret  are  the 


wines  moH  in  requefi.  In  the 
houfes  there  are  no  bells  ;  every 
gentlemen  carries  in  his  pocket  art 
ivory  whifile,  which  when  ufed  af- 
fembles  the  fervants.  The  evening 
is  generally  pa  fled  at  the  coffee- 
houfe,  which  is  fituated  near  the 
American  Helling,  and  denominated 
the  Exchange,  from  its  being  fo 
much  frequented  by  the  young  mer¬ 
chants  as  a  lounge.  Here  the  news 

O  # 

of  the  day,  the  liH  of  arrivals  and 
importations,  the  prices  of  produce 
and  the  departure  of  veflels,  are  al¬ 
ways  to  be  known.  Draughts, 
backgammon,  chefs,  whiH,  and 
billiards,  fhare  the  attention  of  the 
gueHs.  A  walk  to  the  camp  is 
ufual  and  pleafant,  where  the  band 
plays  after  the  troops  are  marched 
to  the  barracks.  Few  weeks  pafs 
without  a  ball,  or  a  concert,  the 
attending  of  which  is,  however, 
very  expenfive.  A  ball  and  fup- 
per  coH  to  each  of  the  gentlemen 
fubfcribers  eight  dollars,  a  concert 
and  ball  twelve  dollars.  His  ticket 
alfo  introduces  two  ladies  of  colour. 
tc  Strolling  players  from  North 
America  occafionally  vifit  the  WeH 
Indies.  Twice  during  my  fix  years 
Hay  they  came  to  Stabroek,  having 
previoufly  made  a  tour  among  the 
iflands.  The  company  confiHed 
but  of  four  or  five  perfons  ;  they 
had  chartered  a  veflel  at  New 
York  ;  they  had  embarked  a  cargo 
of  canvas  palaces  and  painted  lo- 
refts,  of  crowns  and  daggers,  fcep- 
tres  and  chains,  of  the  purple  attire 
of  majefiy,  and  the  motley  foppery 
of  folly.  At  Grenada  and  Barba - 
does,  they  had  unpacked  their  port¬ 
able  theatre,  and  bad  been  received 
with  an  applaufe,  which  was  re¬ 
echoed  from  the  continent.  The 
admifiion  was  two  dollars  for  each 
xeprd'entation,  and  public  curiofity 
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detained  them  nearly  three  months. 
The  plays  of  Shakfpeare  require 
fo  much  (how  and  fo  many  a&ors, 
that  we  had  often  to  be  content, 
with  feleCt  fcenes.  The  fnnplicity 
of  the  ancient  drama  was  reftored 
by  the  economical  criticifm  of  the 
manager.  It  might  be  wifhed  that 
plays  like  thofe  of  the  Greeks  and 
French,  were  written  for  the  fer- 
viceof  thefe  cruizing  players :  fucli 
fimple  compofitions  would  better 
fuit  the  rude  ftate  of  their  dramatic 
fyftem,  than  the  complex  works  of 
Englifh  art  and  refinement.  In  the 
French  ifiands,  negro  performers 
have  been  enlifted  to  take  parts  in 
the  maritime  companies ;  but  there 
are  few  Moorifii  characters  on  our 
ftage,  except  Othello,  Juba,  and 
Oronoko,  which  they  could  perfo- 
nate  with  propriety.  In  an  illi¬ 
terate  community,  which  can  only 
learn  through  the  ear,  the  drama  is 
-an  important  engine  of  inftrudtion, 
end  might  be  rendered  .efientially 
conducive  to  hiftoric  and  moral 
information,  and  even  to  the  civi¬ 
lization  of  the  vulgar  and  undif- 
ciplined. 

f<  When  an  European  arrives  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  gets  fettled  or 
fet  down  for  any  length  of  time,  he 
Ends  it  neceflary  to  provide  him- 
felf  with  a  houfekeeper,  or  miftrefs. 
The  choice  he  has  an  opportunity 
of  making  is  various,  a  black,  a 
tawney,  a  mulatto,  or  a  meftee  ; 
one  of  which  can  be  purchafed  for 
100L  or  150/.  fterling,  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  her 
ftation  :  fame  of  them  are  fo  much 
educated  as  to  be  able  to  read  and 
write.  They  are  tafty  and  extra¬ 
vagant  in  their  drefs  ;  but  when 
©nee  an  attachment  takes  place  it  is 
inviolable.  The  ftriCteft  ferutiny 
of  their  condudt  in  general  cannot 
Vol,  L.  or  Yojt=  VIII.  New  l 


glean  one  particle  of  impropriety, 
by  which  their  fidelity  orconftancy 
can  be  brought  into  queftiontt 
They  embrace  all  the  duties  of  a 
wife,  except  prefiding  at  table  ;  fo 
far  decorum  is  maintained,  and  a 
diftinftion  made.  They  employ 
themfelves  in  needle-work,  and 
other  domeftic  affairs.  Their  ufe- 
fulnefs  in  preferving  the  arts  and 
diffufing  the  habits  of  cleanlinefs  is 
felt  and  allowed  by  all,  there  being 
a  lack  of  civilized  European  wo¬ 
men.  If  a  young  progeny  of  co« 
loured  children  is  brought  forth, 
thefe  are  emancipated,  and  moftly 
lent  by  thofe  fathers  who  can  afford, 
it,  at  the  age  of  three  or  four  years 
to  be  educated  in  England.  Some 
remain  in  the  country  as  free  fub* 
jedts,  and  preferve  the  ftock  for  a 
future  generation.  In  thefe  colo-. 
nies,  where  the  population  of  fe¬ 
males  of  this  deferiptioo  is  fo  finally 
and  the  demand  for  them  fo  great, 
the  common  method  of  Applying 
the  deficiency,  or  the  wants  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  is  to  fend  orders  to  Bar- 
badoes  and  other  fully  peopled 
ifiands,  for  ladies,  who  are  always 
to  be  procured  either  by  purchase, 
or  by  inducing  thofe  that  are  free 
to  come  and  fettle  among  the  De- 
merarians.  Indeed,  there  are  co¬ 
loured  women  refiding  in  Stabroek, 
who  have  of  late  years  made  a  traffic 
of  feminine  importation,  and  re¬ 
ceive  a  premium  for  whatever  ladies 
they  introduce,  befide  theexpences, 
from  the  gentlemen  with  whom, 
they  afterwards  cohabit.  '  The 
French  ifiands  of  Martinique  and 
Grenada  have  not  contributed  a 
little  towards  populating  thefe  in¬ 
fant  colonies  with  free  women  of 
colour.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a  more 
ufeful  fafhion  to  make  thefe  pur- 
chafes,  which  is  not  impracticable, 
sRtss.  *  M  m  among 
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among  the  indigenous  Americans  : 
the  meftees  are  a  more  beautiful 
race  than  the  mulattos,  and  the 
continental  favages  would  gradually 
be  attraded  by  their  own  kinfwo- 
men  into  habits  of  ihtercourfe  and 
civilization.  Young  men,  who 
have  not  regular  eftablifhments,  hire 
fmall  houfes  in  the  fuburbs  of  Sta- 
broek  and  Cummingfburgh,  where 
they  invite  their  friends  in  an  even¬ 
ing  to  fmoak  fegars,  and  are  ena¬ 
bled  to  indulge  in  the  cuftoms  of 
the  colony. 

<c  As  Dutchmen  and  other  fo¬ 
reigners  in  the  colonies  differ  in 
fome  points  of  their  living  and 
houfehold  economy  from  the  Eng- 
lifh,  a  fliort  flcetch  of  them  may  not 
prove  unacceptable. 

Their  general  hour  of  rifing  is 
with  the  fun,  about  a  quarter  be. 
fore  fix,  when  they  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  in  a  morning  gown  and 
flippers,  in  the  portico  or  piazza  of 
the  houfe,  where  a  female  negro  is 
in  waiting  with  the  coffee  equipage. 
After  a  Dutch  planter  has  taken  a 
difh  or  two  of  ftrong  coffee,  with 
little  or  no  fugar  in  it,  the  vonge 
or  boy,  brings  him  his  pipe,  tobac¬ 
co,  and  flafk  of  gin  :  with  thefe  he 
enjoys  himfelf  tiil  between  nine  and 
ten  o’clock,  when  he  is  vifited  by 
thebaafs,  or  overfeer  of  the  eflate, 
who  reports  progrefs,  and  receives 
orders  as  to  preparing  produce  for 
fale  or  fhipment,  and  any  thing  elfe 
which  is  needful  to  be  done  on  the 
eftate.  He  then  dreffes  himfelf, 
calls  for  a  glafs  of  water  and  a  nap¬ 
kin  to  wafh  his  face  and  hands  with. 
1  fcarcely  ever  faw  a  hand-bafon 
in  any  of  their  houfes,  even  where 
there  are  white  females.  This  is  a 
ftrange  inconfiflency  when  compar¬ 
ed  to  the  cleanlinefs  of  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  their  .houfes,  in  which  they 


are  nicer  than  about  their  perion&s 
Their  rooms  generally  undergo  a 
thorough  ferubbing  with  lemons 
every  morning,  which  diffufes  a 
beautiful  odour,  in  oppofition  to  the 
no  lefs  regular  fumes  of  tobacco. 
The  excufe  which  is  given  for  their 
attachment  to  fmoaking  it  that  it 
has  a  fedative  quality,  which  cor- 
reds  the  efted  of  ftrong  drink,  and 
preferves  them  from  the  colds  and 
damps,  that  fo  often  prove  fatal  in 
this  moift  atmofphere.  If  a  Dutch¬ 
man  gets  wet,  the  antidote  he  takes 
againft  cold  is  two  or  three  glaffes, 
of  gin  and  a  pipe  ;  he  allows  his 
clothes  to  dry  on  him.  This  idea, 
perhaps,  conftitutes  an  apology  for 
the  ufe  of  tobacco  in  Holland* 
though  I  cannot  but  think  the  ftu- 
pifying  or  intoxicating  effeds  it 
produces,  have  more  lhare  in  it. 
Of  its  efficacy  as  a  remedy  I  can¬ 
not  pretend  to  fay  much,  but  I  know 
many  of  the  Englifh  colonifts,  who 
adopted  the  ufage,  were  always 
ready  to  fhelter  themfelves  with 
their  neighbour’s  excufe.  A  lux¬ 
urious  calm  of  mind,  a  mild  gaiety 
and  pleaftng  cheerfulnefs,  unlike 
the  boifterous  hilarity  of  wine,  but 
fitter  for  a  climate  which  compels 
to  fedentary  habits,  really  accom¬ 
panies  the  abforption  of  tobacco- 
fumes.  The  fmoaker  appears  only 
tranquil,  but  he  feels  happy.  Nor 
is  our  tobacco  deprived,  like  the 
Virginian,  of  its  native  fragrance, 
by  afpcrfions  of  urine,  by  fermenta¬ 
tion  and  prefture  ;  it  has  an  odour 
as  of  incenfe,  and  is  ufed  in  token 
of  reverence.  It  is  a  rarity  in 
Stabroek  to  meet  a  perfon  in  the 
ftreets  at  evening  without  his  pipe 
or  fegar,  and  it  is  always  confider* 
ed  a  mark  of  attention,  when  two 
people  meet  fmoaking,  todifeharge 
a  mouthful  of  fmoak  at  each  other. 

“Sue 
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£t  But  to  return — we  are  leaving 
my  Dutchman  without  his  breakfaft, 
which,  from  its  fubftaritiality,  will 
prove  to  be  the  bell  meal  he  makes 
in  the  day.  About  eleven  o'clock 
he  fits  down  to  a  table  covered 
with  various  kinds  of  animal  food, 
vegetable  foups,  and  fruit.  Pepper* 
pot,  a  foup  flavoured  with  the  juice 
of  the  bitter  caflada,  and  made 
pungent  with  red  and  green  pepper, 
is  a  conftant  concomitant.  Madeira 
wine  and  water,  and  malt  liquor, 
are  fubftituted  for  tea  :  they  are 
confidered  more  ftrengthening-  and 

O  O  ^ 

better  adapted  for  the  heat  of  the 
climate  than  the  other,  which  gene¬ 
rally  overheats  and  is  productive  of 
bile.  An  hour  is  appropriated  for 
the  gentleman  to  break  his  faff, 
after  which  he  orders  his  horfe  and 
pays  a  vifit  to  fome  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  or  rides  round  the  eftate  to 
fee  the  negroes  at  work,  in  either 
of  which  cafes  a  negro  boy  follows 
him  on  foot,  with  a  pouch  of  fegars 
and  a  flick  of  fire.  It  is  his  con- 
flant  practice  whether  on  horfeback, 
walking,  or  riding  in  a  carriage,  to 
fmoak,  and  be  fupplied  through  the 
medium  of  a  fervant.  He  dines 
about  three  or  four  o’clock,  and 
after  taking  a  portion  of  claret, 
retires  for  his  afternoon’s  nap, 
where  he  fleeps  away  the  fatigues 
of  the  day.  He  grows  tired  of 
the  hammock  towards  evenine* 
when  he  comes  down  and  takes  his 
coffee,  after  which,  a  walk  round 
the  buildings  to  enquire  the  flate 
o{  the  negroes  and  their  work,  con¬ 
cludes  the  day.  Dutch  overfeers 
treat  their  principals  with  the  ut- 
moft  refpeCt  :  as  they  approach 
Mynheer  within  half  a  dozen  yards, 
the  h^t  is  immediately  doffed  as 
a  token  of  their  inferiority,  and  is 
placed  under  the  arm  while  receiv¬ 


ing  his  orders,  to  all  of  which  the 
anfwer  is,  ‘f  Ja,  <iveledele  gejireenge 
Heer/’—i(  Yes*  great  and  honour¬ 
ed  Sir."  Such  infignificanr  and 
unreflrained  flattery  as  this  from 
one  European  to  another,  is  truly 
difgufling,  and  ought,  I  think,  to 
be  totally  laid  afide  ;  but  fuch  are 
the  failings  of  human  nature*  that 
I  have  feen  fenfible  and  well  in¬ 
formed  men  in  other  refpedls,  while 
furrounded  by  their  friends,  call  up 
their  overfeer  to  give  orders  and 
afk  queflions,  merely  to  difplay 
their  greatnefs,  and  the  refpeCt  they 
are  held  in,  by  a  public  repetition 
of  flattery.  The  negroes  belonging 
to  the  Dutch  eflates  copy  the  over¬ 
feers’  humble  politenefs,  and  are 
confiderably  more  refpe&ful  to 
whites  than  thofe  belonging  to  Eng- 
lifh  plantations.  A  certain  erefi 
carriage  of  John  Bull  imperceptibly 
introduces  itfelf  into  the  incult  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Englifti  negroes.  Or 
it  may  arife  from  their  not  being- 
kept  fo  flridlly,  nor  confidered  in  fo 
degraded  a  fituation  as  other  ne¬ 
groes  are.  I  am  convinced,  was  it 
made  a  general  rule  among  Euro¬ 
pean  planters  to  inculcate  into  the 
minds  of  the  negroes  proper  ideas  of 
their  fituation,  as  the  Englifh  do, 
it  would  infpire  them  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  emulation  and  pride  : 
feeing  themfelves  refpedled  and  held 
in  ellimation  would  anfwer  much 
better  than  the  fear  of  punifhment, 
in  keeping  them  to  their  regular 
employments.  This  hint,  if  pro¬ 
perly  attended  to,  may  in  the  courfe 
of  time  bring  the  flaves  in  the  Weft 
Indies  on  a  level  with  the  Englifh 
peafantry  of  this  day  :  their  prefent 
fituation  may  be  compared  to  that 
vaflalage  in  which  nobles  formerly 
held  the  lower  order  of  people 
throughout  Europe. 

*  M  m  2 
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ic  The  general  hour  for  retiring 
to  reft  in  the  country,  is  about  eight 
or  nine  o’clock,  the  intermediate 
time  between  this  and  fun  fet,  is 
occupied  in  drinking  gin.  Should 
no  neighbour,  or  traveller,  call  to 
fipend  the  evening  with  the  great 
man,  he  is  fometimes  induced  to 
fend  for  the  convenient  overfeer 
to  play  cards  or  draughts  with  him, 
which  is  confidered  as  a  mark  of 
great  favour.  I  fhould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  fometimes  it  is  the  wifh 
of  the  proprietor,  that  the  negroes, 
after  leaving  work,  fhould  come  and 
receive  their  daily  allowance  of 
lum  before  his  door,  where  he  fits 
in  ftate,  fmoking  his  pipe,  fullenly 
receiving  the  reiterated  thanks  of 
the  negroes  in  broken  Engliih  and 
Dutch,  u  Dankee  Meejier.’ *  The 
Dutch  planters  are  vain  of  a  large 
houfe  and  a  number  of  fervants, 
which  are  moftly  female;  their 
garden,  curricle,  and  pleafure-hoa% 
engage  another  part  of  their  atten¬ 
tion  ;  they  are  particularly  fond  of 
good  horfes,  and  certainly  deferve 
them,  from  their  attention  ana  care 
for  thofe  animals. 

i(  I  have  often  confidered  with 
aftonifhment,  the  mixture  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  inhabitants  which  deftiny 
lias  heaped  together  in  this  commu¬ 
nity.  Dutch,  Germans,  Pruffians, 
Ruffians,  Swedes,  Danes,  Spaniards, 
French,  and  Americans,  may  be  in¬ 
corporated  as  one-third  of  the  white 
population,  and  Great  Britain  claims 
the  other  two.  All  national  enmity 
feems  to  be  forgotten,  while  the 
purfuits  of  the  motley  groupe  are 
directed  unanimoqfty  to  climbing 
the  ladder  of  fortune.  Men  are 
feen  on  all  its  ftages,  looking  for¬ 
ward  with  anxious  folicitude  for 
the  time  of  reaching  the  heighth  of 
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cial  competition  has  in  it  little  of 
envy  ;  for  each  finds  his  own  ac¬ 
count  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  rival. 
The  rich  man  is  a  better  cuftomer, 
a  more  liberal  creditor,  a  fafer  debt¬ 
or,  than  the  neccffitous  ;  every  one 
thrives  the  fafter,becaufe  his  neigh¬ 
bour  has  already  thriven. 

“  There  is  a  marker-place  where- - 
the  negroes  affemble  to  fell  their 
truck,  fuch  as  fruit,  vegetables, 
fowls,  eggs,  and  the  huckfters  ex- 
pofe  for  fale  articles  of  European 
manufacture  (much  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  pedlars  do  in  England)  in 
addition  to  fait  beef,  pork,  and  fifh, 
bread,  cheefe,  pipes,  tobacco,  and 
other  articles,  in  fmall  quantities, 
to  enable  the  negroes  to  fupply 
themfelves  agreeably  to  the  length 
of  their  purfes.  Huckfters  are  free 
women  of  colour,  who  purehafe 
their  commodities  of  merchants  at 
two  or  three  months  credit,  and  re¬ 
tail  them  out  in  the  manner  defcrib- 
ed.  Many  of  them  are,  indeed, 
wealthy,  and  poffeis  ten,  fifteen, 
and  twenty  negroes,  all  of  whom 
they  employ  in  this  traffic.  It  is 
by  no  means  an  uncommon  thing  for 
negroes  in  this  line  to  be  travelling 
about  the  country,  for  feveral  weeks 
together,  fometimes  with  an  attend- 
ant,  having  trunks  of  goods  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  fay  two  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  and  when  a  good  op¬ 
portunity  offers,  they  remit  to  their 
miftreffes  what  monej  they  have 
taken.  It  is  really  furprifing  what 
a  large  fum  is  thus  returned  by  thefe 
people  going  from  one  eftate  to  ano¬ 
ther.  The'  permiffion  of  the  ma¬ 
nager  on  every  plantation  is  always 
necelfary,  before  the  huckfter  ven¬ 
tures  to  the  negro  houfes,  where  the 
bargains  are  made.  Thofe  that 
have  not  money  barter  their  fowls,, 
pigs,  fegars,  for  what  they  ftand  in 
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need  of.  The  huckifers  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  fuch  an  affortment  as  to 
be  able  to  fupply  the  negro  with  a 
coarfe  check,  or  the  manager  with 
a  fine  cambric,  for  his  fhirts.  Co¬ 
loured  women  of  all  defcriptions  are 
extravagantly  fond  of  drefs ;  but 
thofe  refident  in  the  country,  not 
having  fuch  an  opportunity  as  the 
Stabroek  ladies  of  feeing  every 
thing  new  as  it  arrives,  feel  a  lively 
fenfation  of  joy  and  pleafure  at  the 
fight  of  a  huckfter,  and  anticipate 
the  pleafure  of  tumbling  over  the 
contents  of  her  trunk  ;  and  if  it 
contains  any  new  articles  of  fafnion, 
their  hearts  beat  hi  Hi  with  wifhes 

O 

to  obtain  them.  If  a  joe  or  a  dol¬ 
lar  be  hill  remaining,  it  is  fure  to 
go  :  fhould  their  purfe  be  empty, 
they  make  no  hehtation  in  afking 
for  credit  :  fuch  is  the  general 
ehara&er  and  conduct  of  coloured 
women. 

“  There  is  a  certain  flage  in  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  in  which  a 
country  is  mod  conveniently  fuppli- 
ed  by  pedlars.  The  inhabitants  live 
too  far  afunder,  and  are  not  nume¬ 
rous  enough  to  fupport  flationary 
ihops  ;  yet  the  probable  confump- 
tion  of  each  eflate  is  fufficient  to 
reward  the  journey  of  a  hawker  of 
wares.  The  European  Jews  {fill 
exercife  this  divifion  of  labour, 
which  Europe  has  outgrown  :  they 
are  confequently  finking  in  utility  : 
their  trade  is  lefs  profitable  and  lefs 
popular  than  it  was  fome  centuries 
ago.  They  would  do  well  to  come 
over  in  large  numbers  to  South 
America,  where  they  might  become 
efficient  agents  for  the  dillribution 
of  European  commodities  through¬ 
out  the  interior.  The  dialed  of 
the  European  jews  is  admirably 
adapted  for  the  coaft  of  Guyana, 
which  fpeaks  a  medley  of  Dutch 


and  Englifh  foftened  by  negro  pro¬ 
nunciation  into  a  lingua  franca ,  the 
very  counterfeit  of  their  fpeech  in 
Europe.  It  may  be  added,  that  at 
Paramaribo,  a  large  jew  population 
has  been  found  to  thrive. 

“  Adjoining  the  market-place 
are  the  butcher’s  fhambles.  The 
butchers  are  moftly  free  men  of 
colour,  who  have  purchafed  their 
emancipation,  and  have  acquired 
a  little  capital  and  credit.  They 
commence  their  career  by  the 
daughter  of  pigs,  after  that  of 
fheep  ;  oxen  foon  follow.  They 
fupply  themfelves  from  the  impor« 
tations  of  the  Americans,  and  from 
thofe  few  planters  who  rear  cattle 
for  fale.  Unlefs  a  butcher  clears 
ten  or  fifteen  pounds  fterling  by  an 
ox,  he  thinks  it  a  bad  bargain* 
He  is  at  no  expence  whatever,  as, 
on  the  arrival  of  an  ox  in  town,  it 
is  immediately  conveyed  to  the 
flaughter-houfe. 

<c  The  market  is  copioufly  fup» 
plied  with  butcher’s  meat,  but  at  a 
mod  extravagant  rate  :  mutton  3s* 
veal  2s.  6d.  beef  2s.  id,  pork  iod* 
per  pound.  With  fifh  the  town  i» 
not  fo  well  provided  as  the  country, 
no  fifh  monger  has  ever  yet  engaged 
in  the  bufinefs  upon  a  fcale  fuffici- 
ently  extenfive  to  fupply  the  popu¬ 
lation.  The  utmoft  endeavour  yet 
made  is  that  of  fome  negroes,  who 
hire  themfelves  of  their  mailers, 
at  fo  much  a  day  or  month,  and  go 
a  little  beyond  the  mouth  of  the 
river  in  canoes,  returning  by  one  or 
two  o’clock  and  felling  what  they 
have  caught,  A  very  glutinous 
fifh,  called  a  Paukama,  which  is  ef« 
teemed  a  dainty,  is  taken  in  a  curi¬ 
ous  manner.  It  finds  a  principal 
part  of  its  fuftenance  in  hollow 
trees,  logs  of  wood,  and  in  the  fke« 
letons  of  old  fhips,  which  from  ly~ 
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ing  in  mud  by  the  watcr-fide,  Toon 
decay.  Thefe  they  vifit  for  food 
during  flood  tide,  but  at  ebb,  are 
left  in  the  cavities  of  the  wood, 
out  of  which  the  negroes  draw  them 
by  a  hook  fattened  to  the  end  of 
a  flick. 

<(  Houfes  for  fire-engines  are 
contiguous  to  the  market-place,  and 
a  company  of  firemen  are  formed 
out  of  the  coloured  free  people,  for 
doing  which  duty  they  are  exempt¬ 
ed  from  ferving  in  the  Burgher  mi¬ 
litia.  There  are  two  engines,  but 
from  the  negligence  of  thofe  who 
have  the  care  of  them  it  is  feared 
they  are  not  in  repair  fit  for  ufe. 

tf  At  the  King’s  Stelling,  ferry¬ 
boats  are  always  in  waiting  to  carry 
pattengers,  horfes,  chaifes,  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  where  there 
are  two  high  roads,  one  leading  up 
the  river,  the  other  acrofs  to  the 
EfTequebo. 

il  The  public  buildings  in  the 
town  are  the  governor's  houfe,  and 
a  range  of  offices  for  conducting 
public  hufmefs. — ’The  fecretary’s 
office  is  fo  large  as  to  comprife  the 
courts  of  police  and  juft  ice  and  a 
place  of  worfhip,  in  which  the 
.Dutch  fervice  is  firft  performed  on 
a  Sunday,  by  an  ecclefiaftic  of  that 
country,  after  which  the  garrifon 
chaplain  reads  the  prayersappointed 
by  the  church  of  England.  Next 
comes  the  receiver  general’s  office 
for  the  king’s  colonial  duties  :  the 
corn  miliary 's  or  king’s  ftores  :  the 
town  guard-hoofe  :  and  the  ex- 
plolteur  or  marfhall’s  office  ;  after 
which  the  public  gaol,  for  the  con¬ 
finement  ol  criminals,  debtors  run¬ 
away  or  arretted  negtoes.  In  the 
adjoining  town,  to  the  louth-eatt,  is 
the  burial-ground,  comprifing  ten 
acres  of  land.  In  the  new  town, 
or  Cummingfburgh,  is  the  fifcal’s 


office,  cuftom-houfe,  poft- office, 
and  a  colonial  hofpital,  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  thofe  who  are  unable 
to  defray  medical  expences,  or  be¬ 
ing  reduced  bv  illnefs  are  out  of 
employ.  When  the  writer  was 
about  leaving  the  colonies,  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  principal  inhabitants 
were  entering  into  large  contribu¬ 
tions,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  a 
marine  hofpital,  or  Lazaretto,  ca¬ 
pable  of  containing  five  hundred 
patients.  Should  this  arrangement 
be  carried  into  effed,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  adding  greatly  to  the  com¬ 
forts  of  the  Teamen  employed  in  this 
trade,  who,  for  want  of  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tend  ve  eftablifhment  as  this  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be,  are  obliged  to  linger 
with  the  moft  dreadful  diftempers 
in  the  hold  or  fteerage  of  a  vefiel 
engaged  in  the  hurry  and  confufion 
of  taking  in,  or  difeharging  a  cargo* 
without  that  attendance  and  reft 
which  are  fo  requifite  to  people  in 
their  fituatioa. 

(C  The  houfes  are  built  of  wood, 
two  and  three  ftories  high,  railed 
on  brick  foundations,  which  include 
excellent  cellars.  The  frames  and 
fhingles  (which  are  laths  of  twelve 
inches  long  and  four  wide,  laid  on 
the  tops  of  houfes  like  tiles)  are 
the  produce  of  the  adjacent  forefts. 
Boards,  planks,  clapboards,  for 
doling  in,  are  imported  from  Ame¬ 
rica.  No  fires,  nor  even  ftoves  are 
in  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  kitchen 
being  always  feparate  ;  but  for 
their  cleanlinefs  little  indeed  can 
be  faid,  when  compared  to  thofe  i^ 
England.  The  principal  fuel  ufed 
is  wood,  and  the  meat  inftead  of 
being  roafted,  is  baked.  The  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  cooks  are  men,  and 
a  good  one  fells  for  almoft  any  mo¬ 
ney.  Good  houfes  well  fituated  for 
mercantile  concerns,  either  in  Sta« 
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broek,  or  the  new  town,  let  wirh 
avidity  for  three,  four,  and  five 
hundred  pounds  yearly.  This  fort 
of  building,  if  undertaken  by  a  mer¬ 
chant  fcttler,  lays  a  great  deal  of 
money  fall,  which  could  be  much 
better  employed.  The  grofs  rents 
do  not  pay  more  than  twelve  or 
fourteen  per  cent  :  certainly,  there 
are  no  taxes,  but  wooden  houfes 
are  continually  wanting  repairs, 
and  require  a  coat  of  paint  every 
twelve  months. 

<(  The  premium  for  infuring  this, 
fort  of  buildings,  which  is  done  in 
England  is  alfo  very  high.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  land¬ 
lord  receives  his  rent,  and  reckons 
up  his  outgoings,  I  am  convinced 
he  will  not  have  cleared  fix  per 
cent,  on  his  money,  which,  if  pro¬ 
perly  employed  in  other  purfuits, 
where  he  has  the  opportunity  of 
returning  it  two  or  three  times 
within  that  period,  he  would  have 
made  cent,  per  cent,  of  it.  Again, 
a  certain  lofs  attends  all  buildings 
when  refold,  efpecially  thefe  built 
of  fo  perilhable  a  mateiial.  I  am 
fo  far  fatisfied  on  this  point,  that 
I  would  recommend  any  merchant 
going  out,  to  hire— not  to  build  ; 
and  thereby  profit  by  other  men’s 
experience. 

i(  The  labour  of  mechanics  is 
with  us  extravagantly  dear.  A 
negro  carpenter,  or  mafon,  earns 
from  five  to  ten  (hillings  a-day  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  fk ill-  Perhaps  it 
would  anfwcr  to  fend  out  from  Eu¬ 
rope  a  company  of  praHifed  build¬ 
ers,  under  the  command  of  an  able 
architect,  who  might  undertake, 
firft  at  Stabroek,  then  at  New  Am- 
flerdam,  the  conftru&ions  requifite. 
Houles  could  be  built  by  them  for 
half  price,  and  ufually  yield  fo  high 
a  rent  in  new  countries,  that  it  might 


be  worth  the  while  of  European 
merchants  to  advance  the  capital 
requifite  for  their  ftrufture  :  it 
would  fupply,  in  the  form  of  rent,  a 
fecure  and  liberal  intereft.  The 
principal  material  ufed  is  North 
American  timber,  of  which  the 
market  value  fluctuates  much  :  it 
is  thought  that  down  the  river  Oro- 
noko  this  material  might  be  fetch¬ 
ed  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I  have  known 
the  price  of  old  lumber  vary  from 
fix  to  twenty  pounds  per  thoufand 
feet ;  the  demand,  indeed,  exceeds 
the  quantity  imported,  for  which 
jeafon  the  latter  price  is  nearer  the 
ftandard.  Lime  is  a  vaft  expence, 
being  brought  to  us  from  Europe  : 
furely  a  little  fearch  in  the  interior 
would  difeover  lime-done  rocks 
among  the  mountains.  Dutch  ter¬ 
ras  fells  for  twenty  pounds  fterling 
the  hogfhead.  A  houfe  of  40  feet 
long  and  28  wide,  to  be  well  finifh- 
ed,  with  outbuildings,  two  ftories 
high  with  an  attic,  and  raifed  on  a 
brick  foundation  eight  feet  high, 
cofts  here  at  a  moderate  calculation 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds, 
befldes  the  lot  of  land,  which  if 
conveniently  lituated  could  not  be 
had  for  lefs  than  two  hundred 
pounds.  The  town  was  originally 
laid  out  in  lots  of  one  hundred  by 
two  hundred  feet,  many  of  which, 
fmall  as  they  may  appear,  have  been 
divided  into  quarter  and  half  lots. 
Thefe  lots  are  continually  inereaf- 
ing  in  value,  but  they  do  not  form, 
as  in  the  North  American  cities, 
habitual  objects  of  flock -jobbing 
and  of  mercantile  fpeculation.  This 
art  of  felling  the  ground  on  which 
a  houfe  Hands,  without  felling  the 
houfe,  or  the  right  of  living  in  it, 
has  the  merit  of  rendering  circula- 
ble  a  greater  portion  of  the  fixed 
property  of  a  country,  and  thus  fa¬ 
cilitates 
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cilitates  the  obtains!  of  capital  for 
every  fort  of  enterprsfe. 

“  The  police  is  very  ftritft,  and 
as  the  laws  are  Dutch,  fo  are  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  juftice. 
The  Fifcal  is  the  chief  magiftrate, 
who  has  under  him  the  Droffart 
((heriff  or  jailor)  and  twenty  Die- 
naars  (conftabies  or  fervants  of  juf¬ 
tice).  Negroes  guilty  of  improper 
conduft  in  the  ftreets,  or  of  being 
out  after  eight  o'clock  of  the  night 
without  a  paffport,  are  committed 
to  the  jail,  where  they  remain  until 
liberated  by  their  owners,  when 
they  receive  fuch  a  punifhment  as 
their  fault  deferves.  Very  exorbi¬ 
tant  fees  are  attached  to  the  jail  and 
jailor.  The  following  is  a  correct 
lift  of  the  charges  ; 

s.  d. 

Arrefting  aNegro  f.  5  :  ioor9  6 
Admiffion  -  -  5:10  or  9  6 

Seven  days  maintenance  at  1  od 

per  day  -  -  -  .  -  y  10 

Flogging  -  »  .  -  -  „  9  6 

Difcharge  .  »  -  »  -  9  6 

W  .1-  1-irm'n"  ■  ■■»■■  ■ 

£z  3  10 

cc  The  law  permits  only  thirty- 
nine  lafhes  at  a  time,  unlefs  for  a 
capital  offence,  when  the  culprit  is 
tried  openly  by  the  court,  which 
adjudges  and  paffes  fentence  if  he  is 
proved  guilty. 

“  There  are  about  fifty  negroes 
belonging  to  the  colony,  whofe 
houfes  are  at  the  back  of  Stabroek. 
Thefe  negroes  are  for  the  common 
good,  and  their  employment  is  to- 
keep  the  town,  ftreets,  fewers,  and 
canals,  in  good  repair.  Several  of 
them  are  convicted  criminals,  and 
inftead  of  being  .tranfported  to 
Botany  Bay,  or  any  other  place, 
are  fentenced  to  work  in  chains 
about  Stabroek  ,  while  the  owners 


receive  a  ftipulated  fum  from  the 
colony  funds  for  therm  This  is 
certainly  a  difgrace  to  the  court  of 
police.  To  fee  thefe  poor  mifer- 
able  objects,  our  fellow  creatures, 
working  from  morning  till  night  in 
heavy  chains,  without  regard  to 
weather,  deftitute  of  clothes,  with 
only  a  coarfe  rag  round  the  middle, 
and,  as  I  am  told,  frequently  with 
nothing  but  dry  plantains  to  eats 
About  half  a  dozen  pipes  are  at¬ 
tached  to  a  gang  ;  when  one  poor 
fellow  has  taken  a  few  whiffs,  he 
paffes  it  to  another,  and  fo  on.  I 
am  not  going  to  objecl  to  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  criminals ;  on  the  con« 
trary,  let  them  meet  their  deferts. 
There  is  moderation  in  every  thing, 
and  when  the  court  of  juftice  con¬ 
demned  thefe  poor  people  to  labour 
in  chains,  it  was  not  intended  to 
deprive  them  of  all  the  comforts  of 
human  life.  Therefore  I  blame  the 
court  of  police  for  not  making  their 
fervant,  the  fcavenger,  do  his  duty 
in  providing  for  the  wants  of  thefe 
negroes,  at  leaft  fuitably  to  their 
fituations.  At  all  events,  fuffering 
chained  negroes  to  work  in  Sta¬ 
broek  I  conftder  as  improper.  It 
is  a  common  faying,  that  cuftom  fa¬ 
miliarizes  every  thing.  Here, 
however,  I  muft  differ  ;  for  not- 
withftanding  I  was  in  the  habit  of 


feeing  them  every  day,  for  almoft 
feven  years,  I  never  could  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  fuch  proceedings ;  my 
heart  and  feelings  recoiled  at  them 
as  inhuman.  I  now  fuggeft  the  idea 
to  his  excellency  Governor  Ben- 
tinck,  to  have  thefe  negroes,  with 
fifty  or  fixty  more  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  fortification,  taken 
farther  into  the  interior  ;  let  them 
be  well  fed  and  cloathed,  and  made 
more  comfortable  than  they  are  at 
prefent.  There  they  may  clear  the 

country^ 
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country,  cultivate  a  track  of  land 
for  the  colony,  and  the  proceeds  of 
their  induftry  would  not  only  keep 
in  repair  the  town,  but  improve  it. 

l(  The  only  charitable  inftitution 
fupported  by  the  colony  is  the  hof- 
pital  in  Labourgade,  which  takes 
in  a  certain  number  of  patients 
through  the  medium  of  directors. 
They  are  people  ilnable  to  defray 
medical  expences,  and  principally 
conftft  of  feamen  and  free  people  of 
colour  from  other  parts  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  cnly  tranftent  refidents. 

t(  The  whole  face  of  the  country 
prefented  a  gratifying  view  of  hol- 
pitality  and  munificence  on  my  ar¬ 
rival,  and  when  ads  of  bounty  were 
neceffary,  the  inhabitants  feem  to 
vie  with  each  other  in  their  libe¬ 
rality.  I  could  bring  forward 
many  inftances  of  their  charitable 
ads  ;  however  a  few  will  fuffice. 
A  widow  and  two  children  were 
left  deftitute  by  the  death  of  the 
hufband  and  father,  whofe  only 
means  of  fupporting  them  depended 
on  his  exertions,  while  alive  ;  a 
private  fubfcription  was  entered  in¬ 
to  for  their  relief,  and  nearly  five 
hundred  pounds  were  raifed,  which 
enabled  them  to  return  to  their  mo¬ 
ther  country.  An  artillery-man 
belonging  to  his  majefty's  forces, 
while  bringing  a  veffel  to,  at  Fort 
William  Frederic,  by  fome  mifma- 
nagement  had  his  arm  broken,  and 
lo  much  {battered  as  to  caufe  imme¬ 
diate  amputation  ;  a  purfe  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  pounds 
was  made  up  for  him  juft  before  his 
leaving  the  colony.  Some  Spanifh 
prifoners  taken  in  one  of  the  pica¬ 
roon  boats  from  the  Orinoko,  were 
brought  into  the  Demerary  laft  war 
in  a  moft  dreadful  fituation,  being 
in  want  of  (hoes  and  ftockings/  and 
clothes  of  every  defcription,  £re« 


vioufly  to  their  being  exchanged, 
a  fubfcription  was  made  among  fome 
of  the  merchants,  and  fifty  joes, 
nearly  one  hundred  pounds,  were 
colleded  and  laid  out  for  them.  Va¬ 
rious  other  ads  of  benevolence 
might  be  adduced. 

tf  A  fund,  which  is  daily  increas¬ 
ing,  called  the  c(  Kirk  en  arm  gel dt,  9 
or  church  and  poor  money,  is  de¬ 
rived  from  a  per  centage  duty  on 
all  fales  by  auction.  As  it  has  been 
accumulating  for  a  number  of  years, 
there  are  no  means  of  judging  of 
the  probable  amount,  except  by  an 
inveftigation  of  the  accounts  of 
thofe  perfons  who  are  the  receivers 
of  it.  This  ought  immediately  to 
be  done  by  the  court  of  police,  and 
that  amount  joined  to  the  overplus 
of  any  other  colonial  fund,  would 
form  a  confiderable  capital,  which 
might  be  lent  to  new  fettlers  at  fix 
per  cent,  intereft  per  annum,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  commencing 
cultivation  in  the  interior  of  this 
vaft  trad  of  valuable  territory.  It 
would  evidently  be  the  means  of 
forwarding  three  objeds — that  of 
increafing  the  fund  ;  that  of  fercuing 
individuals  ;  and  that  of  encouraging 
agriculture ,  by  enabling  planters  njoith 
fmall  capitals  to  extend  their  purfuits 
beyond  the  fea  coajls ,  or  banks  of  the 
rivers  and  creeks . 

((  This  point  merits  confedera¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  ftrongly  recommend 
it  to  the  notice  of  the  governor 
and  council.  Should  they  not  at¬ 
tend  to  it,  ourprefent  judicious  mi- 
nifters  will,  I  hope,  when  the  colo¬ 
nies  are  permanently  attached  to 
Great  Britain,  take  fuch  meafures 
as  to  carry  fo  deft  table  a  plan  into 
execution.  The  fum  expended  for 
fupport  of  the  poor  is  nothing.  We 
have  none  !  at  leaft  that  are  de¬ 
pendant  on  the  colony.  The  church 
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eftablifhment  Is  very  trivial,  there 
is  only  one  Englifh  ,and  one  Dutch 
clergyman,  and  to  prove  how  very- 
tolerant  the  inhabitants  arc,  they 
all  ufe  the  fame  church.  The 
Dutch  fervice  is  read  from  ten  till 
eleven  on  a  Sunday'  morning,  when 
the  Dutch  congregation  retires, 
and  makes  room  for  the  Englifti 
one. 

ii  The  high  duty'  on  glafs  bottles 
in  Great  Britain  is  taken  off  when 
exported,  and  from  the  immenfe 
number  of  them  which  are  imported 
with  malt  liquor  into  thefe  colonies, 
they  become  vajuelefs;  indeed  they 
accumulate  fo  faft,  that  people  are 
often  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  by 
throwing  them  into  the  ditches  and 
trenches  about  town.  The  canals 
abound  with  bottles,  as  if  natural 
to  the  foil,  and  the  free  negroes  who 
make  fpruce  beer,  go  round  the 
town  with  balkets  to  pick  them  up. 
Any  gentleman  who  wifnes  to  bot¬ 
tle  off  a  pipe  of  grey  beard  Madei¬ 
ra,  has  nothing  to  do  but  fend  his 
fervants  round  the  town,  or  a  boat 
alongside  any  of  the  fhipping,  where 
they  may  be  fupplied  with  bottles 
in  abundance,  and  have  thanks  for 
taking  them  away,  which  faves  the 
fie  ward  and  cabin  boy'  the  trouble 
of  throwing  them  into  the  river, 
which  they  would  rather  do  than 
land  them  in  England,  where  the 
duty'  would  be  more  than  they  are 
worth.  On  my  return  to  England 
the  other  paffengers  and  inyTeJf 
threw  into  the  fea  between  forty 
and  fifty  dozen  of  bottles,  emptied 
in  the  courfe  of  the  paffage  j  it  was 
a  fund  of  ainufcmcnt  on  a  calm  day, 
after  throwing  in  a  bottle  fuff  as 
a  mark,  to  fee  who  could  break  it 
firft  with  others. 

The  packets  are  calculated  to 
arrive  at  Barbadoes  twice  a  month, 


whence  the  mails  are  conveyed  to 
the  different  iflands  and  colonies 
in  mail  boats  engaged  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  blow  anxioufly  their  arrival 
is  expected,  is  better  experienced 
than  deferibed  :  the  merchant  and 
planter  defirous  of  obtaining  infor¬ 
mation  of  their  fhipments ;  the  po¬ 
litician  wifhing  to  know  the  ftate 
of  affairs  in  Europe  ;  and  thofe  of 
a  more  domeftic  turn,  folicitous 
about  their  families,  are  all  grati¬ 
fied  by'  their  arrival,  and  are  alike 
impatient  till  the  hour  is  come, 
which  the  tardy  poft-mafter  has  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  delivery  of  letters 
and  newfpapers. 

(t  A  weekly  paper  is  publifhee! 
here,  entitled  the  Effequebo  and 
Demerary'  Gazette.  The  procla¬ 
mations  of  government  are  inferted 
both  in  the  Dutch  and  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  language.  Some  diverting  mix¬ 
tures  of  dialed  occur  in  the  adver- 
tifements  :  but  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage  is  conftantly'  gaining  ground, 
as  the  new  fettlers  all  bring  that 
dialed.  The  European  and  other 
news  is  given  in  Englifh,  and  is  ex- 
traded,  as  may  happen,  from  the 
Barbadoes,  the  Liverpool,  the  Lon¬ 
don,  or  the  Baltimore  papers.  The 
mafs  of  advertifements  refyeds 
fales  of  fiaves,  of  ftores,  and  of 
eflates. 

“  The  ftate  or  court  houfe  is  a 
large  white  building,  about  one 
hundred  feet  long  and  thirty'-five 
feet  wide,  and  two  fiories  and  a  half 
high.  It  is  fituated  on  the  fide  pf 
the  river  in  front  ol  Stabroek,  one 
end  facing  the  river  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  the  other  one  eaft.  On 
the  fecond  floor  is  the  council  chain  - 
ber,  court  of  juft  ice,  and  fecretary’s 
office,  where  the  colonial  bufinefs  is 
tranfaded.  The  bufinefs  of  the  fe- 
cretarV'S  office  is  done  bv  the  colo- 
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mal  fecretary  and  fix  or  eight  clerks. 
All  deeds,  contraftg,  wills,  letters 
of  attorney,  transfers  of  eftates, 
mortgages,  the  proceedings  of  the 
courts  of  police  and  juftice,  are 
recorded  here.  The  fecretary  is 
alfo  a  notary  public,  and  a  fworn 
tranflator. 

“  The  public  offices  in  Stabroek 
are  numerous ;  but,  as  buildings, 
they  prefent  nothing  very  ftriking 
in  architectural  grandeur  or  beauty ; 
a  famenefs  of  wooden  houfes  per¬ 
vades  the  whole  town.  The  beft 
is  the  governor’s  office,  where  there 
are  two  clerks  and  a  private  fecre¬ 
tary  employed.  As  is  cuftomary, 
the  captain  and  myfelf  waited  on 
his  excellency,  accompanied  by  the 
gentleman  to  whom  I  was  addreff- 
ed,  and  prefented  him  with  a  copy 
of  the  manifeft,  after  ligning  which 
he  iiTued  a  permiffion,  which  was  to 
be  given  in  at  the  cuftom-houfe, 
authoring  the  captain  to  break 
bulk.  On  my  being  introduced  to 
him,  he  received  me  very  politely, 
aiked  me  jocofely  if  I  was  a  de¬ 
fendant  of  the  famous  Lord  Bo¬ 
ling-broke,  and  expreffed  himfelf 
highly  pleafed  with  that  nobleman’s 
literary  works,  faying  that  he  had 
them  in  his  library. 

“  All  official  documents  and  co¬ 
lonial  papers  pafs  through  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  office,  and  for  every  time 
he  fig  ns  his  name  his  private  fecre¬ 
tary  receives  two  dollars,  for  which 
he  no  doubt  accounts  to  the  princi¬ 
pal.  Evidences  given  before  the 
courts  of  j uO ice  are  in  the  form  of 
affidavits,  which  muft  be  made  be¬ 
fore  his  excellency.  Paffports  for 
people  leaving  the  country,  permif- 
iions  for  (hips  to  load  or  difcharge, 
powers  of  attorney,  and  various 
other  papers  of  a  fimilar  tendency, 
;nuft  undergo  his  lignature  :  thus, 
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befide  fuffering  a  previous  tax  from 
the  office,  out  of  which  they  are 
firffc  granted,  they  areburthened  by 
paying  for  the  governor’s  fignature. 
No  wonder  our  Weft  Indian  gover¬ 
nors  grow  rich,  when  they  have 
fuch  opportunities. 

“  The  office  next  in  importance 
is  the  fecretary ’s,  where  eight  clerks 
are  employed  in  recording  deeds, 
contra&s,  wills,  mortgages,  trans¬ 
ports,  powers  of  attorney,  and  no¬ 
tarial  protefts,  in  iffuing  paffports 
and  advertifmg  departures.  The 
proceedings  of  the  different  courts 
are  alfo  regiftered  here,  and  tranf- 
lations  made  from  the  Dutch  to  the 
Englilh  language  ;  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  court  being  Dutch,  an 
Englifhman  is  frequently  obliged 
to  have  their  decrees  and  fentences 

i* 

tranftated  for  him.  This  is  a  mor¬ 
tifying,  and  under  the  prefent  dif- 
tribution  of  property,  an  inconve¬ 
nient  regulation  for  the  colony. 
Surely  it  would  be  wife  to  appoint 
a  recorder,  graduated  in  the  Erig- 
lifn  inns  of  law,  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  preparing,  in  thefe  courts 
of  juftice,  the  reception  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  and  forms  of  proceeding  of 
the  metropolitan  country.  He 
would  know  how  to  feloft  for  the 
efpecial  fandlion  of  his  majefty’s 
privy  council,  thofe  few  Dutch  re¬ 
gulations  which  are  interwoven 
with  the  fubfifting  conftitution  of 
property,  and  may  therefore  require 
to  beretained.  There  are  two  receiv¬ 
ers,  whofe  department  it  is  to  receive 
the  colonial  taxes  and  fovereign’s 
fees,  duties,  and  impofts.  Our 
chief  magiftrate,  the  fifeal,  has  his 
office  in  Labourgade.  He  is  em¬ 
powered  by  the  laws  to  fee  them 
put  in  force  and  ftriftly  adhered  to, 
with  the  power  of  levying  lines  and 
committing  toprifon  ;  he  is  fimilar 
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in  one  point  of  view  to  the  attorney- 
general  of  England,  as  being  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  crown.  Appeals  can 
of  courfe  be  made  from  his  award, 
K*  the  court,  and  from  the  court  (if 
z  caufe  of  fufficient  confequcnce)  to 
the  king  in  council.  The  fifcal 
lies  under  him,  as  officers  of  jullice, 

•a fie  droffart  and  dienaars  ;  the  for¬ 
mer,  as  we  before  obferved,  acts  as 
the  riff  or  head  jailor,  and  the  latter 
as  conftables  or  watchmen,  who 
have  charge  of  the  jail  and  police. 

iS  We  had  the  honour  of  paying 
©ux  refpe&s  to  the  fifcal,  with 
whom  we  left  a  lift  of  the  crew  and 
paiengers,  with  an  account  of  their 
age  and  place  of  nativity.  A  fine 
of  one  thoufand  guilders  being  in¬ 
flicted  on  the  captains  of  veffels  for 
every  perfion  they  land  without  giv¬ 
ing  in  his  name  and  clefcription,  and 
the  like  fine  being  levied  for  every 
perfon  they  take  from  the  colony  in 
any  (hip  or  veffel  without  a  paffport, 
this  law  is  very  neceffary  to  be 
known.  The  confignee  of  every 
veffel  is  obliged  to  enter  into  a 
bond  at  the  fecretaryJs  office,  for 
ihe  full  performance  of  thefe  fti- 
pnlations  on  the  part  of  the  captain. 

iS  I  cannot  leave  the  fifcal’s 
office  without  relating  a  ridiculous 
anecdote  of  Mynheer  Van  den 

V — - - ,  when  that  gentleman 

filled  the  employment.  A  planter 
one  day  meeting  him  on  the  public 
road  between  Stabroek  and  Ma'hai- 
ca,  who  had  a  private  pique  a  gain  ft 
him.  accolled  and  requeued  to  know 
what  the  amount  of  the  fine  would 
be  to  give  a  man,  who  had  treated 
firm  ilb  a  good  beating.  The  fif¬ 
cal  replied  it  would  be  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guilders,  for  which  Turn 
he  would  infure  him  againft  all  law 
proceedings.  The  planter  imme¬ 
diately  paid  him  down  the  fiiptu 


lated  amount,  and  requeued  the 
aftonifhed  fifcal  to  alight  that  he 
might  take  his  revenge  ;  which  he 
refufing  to  do,  the  planter  held  the 
horfe’s  bridle  with  one  hand,  while 
he  horfe-whipped  the  fifcal  with 
the  other.  Mynheer  Van  den 
V—  —  was  fo  completely  affiamed 
of  his  difgrace,  that  he  pocketed 
the  affront  with  the  fine,  without 
taking  any  Heps  to  gain  redrefs. 
It  happened  in*  1798,  and  the 
planter  who  performed  the  achieve¬ 
ment  was  a  creole  of  Barbadoes. 

((  The  bufinefs  of  the  exploit- 
eur’s,  or  what  I  believe  is  termed 
in  Englifh  the  marfnal' s  or  bailiff’s 
office,  is  to  ferve  citations  or  fum- 
monfes,  execute  arrefts,  levy  execu¬ 
tions,  and  put  in  force  all  fentences 
adjudged  by  the  courts.  There  are 
offices  for  the  colonial  book-keeper, 
harbour- mailer,  colonial  burgeons, 
and  branch  pilots,  as  eftablilhed  by 
the  police. 

6i  The  poll-office  is  both  badly* 
and  extravagantly  conducted  as  to 
charges,  and  defer ves  the  immediate 
notice  of  the  court  of  police,  to  fix 
and  arrange  a  proper  tariff  to  guide 
the  pod-  mailer  for  the  future. 

“  As  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  I  de- 
fpair  of  reducing  its  exorbitant 
charges,  as  the  officers  who  have 
the  conducting  of  if,  reign  lords 
paramount  there,  uncontrouled  by 
either  governor  or  council.  The 
charges  of  clearing  a  veffel  are  enor- 
mous  ;  for  Britifh  fhips  loaded  and 
bound  to  England,  from  fixty  to 
feventy  pounds,  in  proportion  to 
their  tonnage  and  cargo.  To  Ame¬ 
ricans  and  neutrals  the  charges  are 
in  the  fame  proportion  doubled ; 
independently  of  the  duty,  they 
pay,  on  their  inward  and  outward 
bound  cargo,  z\  per  cent,  on  one, 
and  5  per  cent,  on  the  other.  The 
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Comptrollers  and  collators  of  his 
majefty’s  cuftoms  in  thefe  colonies 
are  in  very  lucrative  fituations,  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  large  fortunes  in  a 
fhort  time.  But  the  burthen  on 
commerce  greatly  tranfcends,  1  fear, 
the  profits  of  the  revenue  :  fo 
that  a  commutation  of  all  cuftom- 
duties  for  a  tax  on  the  eflimated 
rent  of  the  cultivated  land  would 
probably  be  found,  both  to  the  ftate 
and  the  fubjeft,  a  profitable  change. 

,  tc  The  vendue-mafter’s  appoint¬ 
ment  is  alfo  very  lucrative.  This 
is  an  officer  under  government,  fimi- 
lar  to  an  auctioneer  ;  there  being 
but  one  allowed,  and  authorized, 
which  makes  the  place  fo  very  va¬ 
luable.  The  per  centage  on  Tales, 
according  to  law,  is  not  more  than 
5  per  cent,  but  the  additional  or  in¬ 
cidental  expences  make  it  ten.  The 
principal  people  who  attend  thefe 
fales  are  Dutchmen,  and  the  bottle 
of  o;in  and  p;lafs  are  handed  about  fo 
brifkly,  that  the  fumes  mount  into 
their  heads,  and  give  their  tongues 
fuch  volubility,  that  they  fcarcely 
know,  or  care,  or  hear  what  they 
buy.  A  drunken  man,  it  is  faid, 
fees  double  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  cafe  with  them,  after 
too  great  an  indulgence  in  gin,  and 
fmoaking,  which  is  quite  common 
at  all  thefe  fales,  that  they  often 
purchafe  bargains  for  twice  as  much 
as  they  are  worth.  Therefore  it 
anfwers  at  all  times,  and  efpecially 
at  the  evening  auctions,  to  provide 
plenty  of  drams  and  fegars.  The 
vendue-mafters  of  Demerary  are 
only  deputies  themfelves,  yet  they 
employ  another  deputy  to  tranfaCt 
their  bufinefs  in  the  neighbouring 
colony  of  Effequebo,  who  pays 
them  one  thoufand  pounds  per  ann. 
as  a  fee  rent  of  the  office. 

u  The  paper  money  which  is  in 


circulation  in  Effequebo  and  Deme¬ 
rary  amounts  to  about  one  hundred 
thoufand  guilders.  The  fmalleft 
amount  is  3d.  fterling,  or  i  bit,  and 
the  largefl  5s.  viz.  3  guilders.  The 
notes  are  curioufly  denominated 
with  little  figures,  that  the  negroes 
may  know  the  amount,  without  be¬ 
ing  fubjedted  to  impofitions  from 
not  being  able  to  read.  They  are 
current  all  over  the  colonies,  and. 
were  made  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  fmall  change  ;  when  a 
perfon  has  got  a  quantify  of  them, 
he  may  turn  them  into  gold  by  ap¬ 
plying  at  the  receiver’s  office  for 
colonial  taxes,  whence  they  are  if- 
fued  again.  The  colonial  currency 
is  like  that  of  Holland,  and  confifts 
of  pennings,  ftivers,  and  guilders, 
though  the  coin  in  circulation  is  va¬ 
rious.  Guineas  are  worth  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  more  here  than  in 
England. 

16  pennings  make  1  iliver,  viz.  id. 
fterling. 

5  ftivers  make  1  bit,  viz.  3d.  fter« 
ling. 

20  ditto  or  4  bits  make  1  guilder, 
2od.  fterling. 

12  guilders,  which  is  the  par  of  ex¬ 
change,  make  2 os. 

££  The  coins,  befide  thofe  enu¬ 
merated  above,  are  dollars  5s.  each  ; 
gold  Portugal  coins,  called  ducats, 
9s.  each  ;  moidores,  18s.;  and  jo- 
hannes,  or  joes,  which  are  36s. 

“  Although  the  par  of  exchange 
is  twelve  guilders  fo  the  pound  fter¬ 
ling,  it  frequently  varies  according 
to  the  demand  for  bills  on  Great: 
Britain,  or  the  quantity  of  fpecie- 
which  is  in  requeft.  In  the  former 
inftance  I  have  known  government 
bills  on  his  majefty’s  treafury,  to 
fell  for  fourteen  guilders  the  pound, 
which  is  equal  to  1 1 .  3s.  qd*  and 
even  good  private  bills  have  fold  at 

the 
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the  fame  rate.  In  the  latter  cafe, 
when  a  want  of  fpecie  obliges  the 
planters  to  value  on  their  correfpon- 
dents,  their  bills  have  only  fold  for 
eleven  guilders  and  eleven  guilders 
and  a  half. 

“  Merchants  wanting  to  remit, 
always  prefer  (hipping  produce  in 
preference  to  buying  bills  at  the 
high  exchange  of  14  guilders,  as 
there  is  fome  chance  of  that  get¬ 
ting  to  a  good  market,  and  probably 
giving  a  profit,  while  the  bill  tranf- 
a&ion  incurs  a  certain  lofs  of  fix- 
teen  and  two.  thirds  per  cent,  at  the 
firft  outfet. 

tC  The  laws  oblige  every  man 
from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  fifty,  to 
enrol  himfclf  in  the  burgher  mili¬ 
tia  ;  they  are  liable  to  be  called  out 
when  the  governor  thinks  proper  ; 
the  officers  are  appointed  by  the 
court  of  police,  they  are  command¬ 
ed  by  a  lieutenant. colonel  ;  their 
fervice  extends  no  farther  than  pre¬ 
ferring  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  but  in  the  laft  war,  a 
number  of  Britifh  fubjefls  volun¬ 
teered  their  fervices,  and  were  en¬ 
rolled  to  aft  under  the  military 
commandant.  On  the  Britifh  tak¬ 
ing  pofifeifion  of  the  colonies  this 
prefent  war,  a  company  of  volun¬ 
teer  riflemen  were  formed,  and  on 
the  arrival,  in  1805,  of  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  in  the  Weft  Indies,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  hundred  of  the 
Burgher  militia  ftepped  forward 
and  offered  their  fejvices  to  defend 
the  colony  againft  any  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Every  body  now  in 
town  and  country  armed  ;  every 
eftate  on  the  fea-coaft  provided  a 
trufty  negro  who  was  armed  with  a 
pike  and  cutlafs ;  a  troop  of  caval¬ 
ry  was  formed,  and  a  company  of 
volunteer  artillery  was  alfo  added 
to  the  military  force.  The  garrifon 


is  generally  one  thoufand  or  twelvi 
hundred  ftrong.  Four  hundred  Tea¬ 
men  can  always  be  had  from  the' 
merchant  fhips  in  the  river,  by 
whom,  with  about  fix  hundred  vo¬ 
lunteers,  and  one  hundred  pioneers, 
a  good  defence  might  be  fuftained. 
But  the  greateft  bulwark  lies  in  the 
fhallownefs  of  the  entrances  into 
the  river,  and  the  numerous  mud 
banks  and  flats  which  run  along  the 
coaft  ;  and  as  there  are  fignal  ftaffs 
from  the  Berbice  to  the  Demerary 
(which  ought  to  be  continued  acrofs 
the  Eflequebo  to  thePomaroon)  the 
garrifon  is  foon  apprized  of  an  ene¬ 
my  being  off  the  coaft.  It  may  be 
fairly  afterted,  that  with  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  acquired  ftrength  of  the 
country,  and  while  the  colonifts  are 
fo  favourable  to  Great  Britain,  an 
effe&ual  defence  may  be  made 
againft  fix  or  eight  thoufand  men. 
Such  is  the  advantage  poffefled  by 
the  inhabitants  when  they  wifh  to 
preferve  the  colony  to  its  poffeffors. 

i(  In  the  country,  every  officer 
of  militia  is  a  juftice  of  the  peace, 
and  has  under  his  jurifdi<ftion,  a 
certain  divifion  of  the  country  to 
which  he  is  attached ;  thefe  divi- 
fions  are  known  and  diftinauifhed 

o 

by  different  coloured  banners  under 
which  they  are  arranged.  They 
are  termed  burgher  officers,  iffue 
proclamations,  receive  depofitions 
on  tax  fchedules,  and  are  the  active 
men  in  quelling  difturbances,  for 
which  purpofe  they  have  a  difpofa- 
ble  force  in  the  embodied  militia  of 
inhabitants. 

((  Since  the  irrtrodu&ion  of  vo¬ 
lunteering,  military  funerals  have 
ufually  been  allotted  to  the  whites  : 
but  the  refpeft  and  attention  paid 
at  funerals  of  free  people,  and  even* 
of  negroes,  is  very  confiderable. 
Not  only  all  their  relatives,  but 

ft  ranger? 
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dangers  feci  it  a,n  incumbent  duty 
to  go.  If  a  coloured  free  perfon 
dies  in  Stabroek,  the  remains  are 
followed  to  the  grave  by  every  one 
in  the  tOvvn.  I  have  feen  upwards 
of  two  hundred  people  of  colour 
followers.  They  are  either  in 
white  muflin  dreffes,  or  deep  black 
mourning,  according  to  whether 
thedeceafed  is  female  or  male.  Be¬ 
fore  the  folemn  procefiion  takes 
place,  the  company  refrelh  them- 
felves  with  fealt  wine  and  cake. 
The  coffin,  which  though  merely 
covered  with  black  cloth  and  lined 
with  linen,  cofts  twenty. five  pounds 
fterling,  is  conveyed  in  a  hearfe, 
attended  by  twelve  bearers,  then 
the  clergyman,  mourners,  and  fol¬ 
lowers.  ” 


Account  of  a  remarkable  Cbarafier 
at  EJfequebo. 

[Front  the  fameF\ 

<(  The  Dutch,  as  I  have  before 
flared,  generally  live  in  fumptuous 
elegant  houfes,  and  in  other  refpefts, 
in  a  manner  which  fully  proves  they 
are  fet  down  for  life.  Having, 
however,  one  day,  fome  bufinefs  to 
tranfaft  with  Mynheer  Vos,  of 
Effiequebo,  I  was  convinced  this 
was  not,  like  many  other  things, 
a  general  rule  without  an  exception. 
Mynheer  Vos  poffieffes  an  unincum¬ 
bered  eftate  worth  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  hat  no  other  relative  in  the 
world,  than  a  natural  daughter  by 
an  Indian,  to  leave  it  to  ;  he  is  be¬ 
tween  fixty  and  feventy,  and  came 
to  the  colony  as  a  common  foldier 
about  1770.  He  contrived,  while 
in  that  fituation,  by  buying  and  fell¬ 
ing-  little  articles,  to  amafs  fo  much 
ss  to  purchafe  hra  difeharge,  and  te 


refer ve  a  few  hundred  guilders  to 
trade  on.  With  them  he  purchafed 
a  Hoop  boat,  hired  a  negro,  and 
commenced  regular  hoopman,  or 
huckfter,  by  felling  on  thofe  eftates 
he  went  to,  fuch  articles  as  he  had  ; 
and  after  a  week  or  two’s  cruize, 
he  would  return  to  town  and  re- 
plenilh  his  ftock  for  another  trad¬ 
ing  voyage.  This  courfe  of  life 
he  continued  for  many  years,  with¬ 
out  having  any  regular  houfe  ;  he 
met  with  feveral  reverfes  of  fortune, 
and  once  or  twice  was  nearly  ruined 
by  the  lofs  of  his  little  cargoes, 
from  the  veffels  getting  afhore  on 
the  fand-banks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Effiequebo,  where,  to  lighten  his 
boat,  he  was  obliged  to  throw  the 
cargo  overboard.  Thefe  mifhaps 
did  not  damp  his  ardour,  but  on  the 
contrary,  proved  a  ftimulus.  He 
now  built  himfelf  a  hut  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  Demerary,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  for  a  repofitory  of  merchan¬ 
dize.  His  water  excurfions  became 
more  periodical,  and  he  carried,  at 
one  time,  only  a  part  of  his  wares 
to  be  freer  from  rifk.  The  profits 
of  trade  were  next  in  veiled  in  the 
furer  enterprizes  of  agriculture.  In 
1785,  he  purchafed  the  land  where 
he  now  lives,  confifting  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  and  commenced  the  ar¬ 
duous  talk  of  clearing  it  of  the 
heavy  foreft  trees  and  bufh,  with 
three  negroes  and  himfelf. 

“  The  fingnlarities  of  this  man 
are  many,  as  fuch,  I  fhall  make  no 
apology  for  animadverting  on  thofe 
the  moft  ftriking  and  charafleriftic. 
The  intention  of  ray  vifit  to  him 
was  to  receive  a  thoufand  pounds, 
which  was  then  due  on  his  note*  I 
was  furprifed,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
on  my  arrival  at  the  middle  path 
of  his  eftate,  or  road,  leading  to  the 
buildings,  at  not  feeing  any  bridge, 
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or  the  lead  trace  of  one,  over  the 
ditch,  which  was  cut  acrofs  for  con¬ 
veying  the  water  off.  How,  in 
the  name  of  convenience,  has  this 
man,  thought  I  to  myfelf,  lived 
here  twenty  years  without  feeling 
the  want  of  a  bridge  ;  thinking, 
however,  was  of  no  avail,  I  leaped 
my  horfe  over,  and  followed  ;  the 
fhadow  of  a  foot-path,  indifdndlly 
perceptible  from  being  overgrown 
by  weeds  and  grafs,  led  me  to  a 
negro  hut,  where  I  enquired  for  the 
houfe  of  the  proprietor,  expecting 
that  it  would  be  hid  from  the  road 
In  fome  rural  retreat  or  grove  of 
orange  trees.  Judge  my  furprife 
when  an  old  Indian  woman  came  to 
the  door  and  told  me  in  a  jargon  of 
wretched  Englifh  and  Dutch,  that 
this  was  Mynheer’s  refxdence,  and 
that  he  was  in  the  field  with  the 
negroes.  I  alighted,  and  defired 
he  might  he  called.  Cudgo,  an 
old  negro  fuperintending  others  in 
cleaning  cotton,  took  my  horfe, 
and  Mifs  Vos,  commonly  called 
Quafheba,  a  yellow  buckeen  girl, 
with  long  black  hair,  about  the  age 
of  twelve  or  thirteen,  and  without 
fhoes,  was  fent  for  her  father.  The 
Indian  woman,  who  proved  to  be 
her  mother,  now  infilled  on  my 
walking  in,  out  of  the  fun.  I  was 
accordingly  fhewn  into  a  fort  of 
apartment,  indeed  the  only  one  there 
was,  which  ferved  for  parlour,  din¬ 
ing-room,  chamber,  and  kitchen  ; 
irufaft  this  was  a  room  for  every 
purpofe. 

‘  ‘  I  was  now  feated  on  a  bench  arid 
left  to  ruminate.  The  roof  of  the 
houfe, was  covered  in  with  plantain 
leaves,  time  had  made  feveral  aper¬ 
tures  in  it,  which  admitted  air, 
tain,  or  fun,  as  it  occurred  ;  the 
iides  ,and  gable  ends  were  fecured 
Vy  manicole  trees  fplit  and  flightly 


tied  together.  The  light  was 
admitted  by  a  wooden  fhutter, 
which  was  kept  open  by  a  piece  of 
Hick.  The  roof  afforded  a  favour¬ 
able  retreat  for  centipedes,  fcor- 
pions,  and  cockroaches,  and  the 
ants,  which  were  creeping  about 
the  clay  floor,  feemed  to  be  the  only 
fcavengers  of  the  habitation.  A 
large  carpenter’s  chefl  contained  all 
his  pantry,  and  kitchen  utenfils  ; 
an  old  deal  table,  two  {fools,  and  a 
bench,  completed  the  fcanty  furni¬ 
ture  ;  fave  two  or  three  empty  gin 
cafes,  whofe  flafks  were  converted 
into  water  bottles.  A  hammock 
was  flung  from  the  crofs  beams,  and 
a  mattrefs  fluffed  with  plaintain 
leaves  and  covered  with  cotton 
bagging,  was  lying  in  one  corner. 
A  hogfhead  of  fait  fifh,  a  barrel 
each  of  fait  beef,  tobacco,  and  fait, 
had  been  rolled  into  another.  To 
this  variety  of  articles,  mufl  alfo  be 
added,  to  rriake  up  the  inventory* 
a  few  fmoked  queriman,  which 
were  extended  from  the  ceiling, 
twenty  or  thirty  bunches  of  plan¬ 
tains,  and  feveral  thoufand  ears  of 
Indian  corn  or  maize,  with  three 
or  four  old  fhovels.  Scarcely  was 
there  ever  fuch  a  colleciion  of 
filth,  vermin,  houfehold  furniture, 
plantation  flores,  and  provifions 
ever  got  together  before.  The 
other  end  of  the  building  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  fick  negroes,  who  were  then 
employed  in  picking  and  cleaning 
cotton  ;  the  centre  was  filled  with 
ginnies,  machines  ufed  for  fepa- 
rating  the  feed  from  the  wool.  I 
was  foon  driven  from  my  feat  by 
fome  dirt,  which  fell  on  my  head 
from  the  ceiling  ;  on  looking  up,  I 
difeovered  feveral  chickens  fitting 
on  the  beams,  which  accounted  for 
it.  There  appeared  to  be  a  confi- 
derable.  quantity  of  flock  feeding 

about 
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about  the  houfe,  fuch  as  turkies, 
ducks,  fowls,  cabborettos,  and  pigs, 
which  on  enquiry  afterwards  I 
found  to  belong  to  the  Indian  lady 
of  the  manfion. 

“  I  was  foon  apprifed  of  Myn¬ 
heer  Vos’s  arrival,  by  his  blowing 
a  fhell  at  rhe  door  to  call  his  ne¬ 
groes  in  to  dinner  ;  after  which  he 
made  his  appearance,  gave  me  a 
moft  cordial  fhake  of  the  hand,  as 
is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and 
inquired  after  my  health  ;  we  were 
obliged  to  hold  the  converfation  in 
our  refpe&ive  languages. 

iS  1  will  attempt  a  defcription  of 
his  perfon  and  drefs.  He  is  nearly 
fix  feet  high,  very  thin  and  emaci¬ 
ated,  his  face,  hands,  and  feet,  for 
he  had  no  fhoes  on,  bore  ftrong 
marks  of  the  climate,  much  wrink¬ 
led,  and  the  colour  of  a  piece  of 
tanned  leather,  his  chin  was  graced 
with  a  month’s  length  of  beard. 
His  hat,  made  of  plantain  leaves, 
was  very  broad  in  the  brim ;  he  had 
a  pipe  in  his  mouth,  about  two 
inches  long  in  the  tube,  which  was 
perfe&ly  blacked  from  frequent  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  fire  ;  an  umbrella, 
which  he  carried  in  his  hand,  was 
covered  with  a  thin  fort  of  brown 
dowlas,  not  much  unlike  Scotcli 
Ofnaburgh.  The  jacket  and  trow- 
fers  were  made  of  Ruffia  duck, 
which,  with  a  checked  fhirt,  com- 
prifed  the  whole  of  his  drefs.  This 
grotefque  figure,  however,  received 
me  with  the  utmoft  cordiality,  and 
getting  a  gin  bottle  from  the  cheft, 
offered  me  a  fapie,  which  he  had 
poured  into  a  calabalh,  but  this  I 
declined  accepting  ;  however,  drink 
with  him  I  muff,  and  therefore  pre¬ 
ferred  a  little  lemonade,  which  was 
made  with  lime  juice  and  molaffes, 
and  then  drained  through  a  piece 
of  cotton  bagging.  We  then  went 
Vql.  L,  or  V*j,.  VIII,  New  1 


to  bufinefs.  Mynheer  made  me 
half  a  hundred  apologies  for  tha 
trouble  I  had  in  callincr  for  the 

O 

money,  as  it  was  his  intention  to 
come  to  Srabroek  to  pay  it,  he  had 
juft  fold  his  cotton  for  a  bill  of 
ninety  days’  fight,  for  the  amount 
I  wanted  ;  and  taking  an  old  Dutch 
writing  defk,  of  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  from  under  the  table,  aiked 
me  for  his  acceptath ,  (note  of  hand) 
which  I  accordingly  gave  him, 
when  he  prefented  me  with  a  fet  of 
drafts  on  a  refpeftable  houfe  in  Lon¬ 
don,  for  one  thoufand  pounds.  I 
then  took  fome  more  of  his  lemon¬ 
ade  and  called  for  my  horfe,  which 
he  infilled  on  leading  over  the  ditch, 
at  the  road  fide,  where  we  parted, 
mutually  fatisfied,  at  leaft  I  wasfo, 
with  my  vifit. 

“  T  his  curious  mixture  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  induftry,  arithmetic,  and 
frugality,  with  a  Carribee  indiffe¬ 
rence  to  luxury,  grace,  and  accom¬ 
modation,  is  perhaps  the  form  to¬ 
ward  which  the  back-fettlers  of 
thefe  diftri&s  infenfibly  tend.  By 
degrees  the  whole  clafs  of  planters, 
who  can  live  like  Weftphalian  boors 
in  the  fame  apartment  with  their 
pigs  and  horfes,  will  find  that  by 
ceding  the  fee  fimple  of  an  eftate 
juft  brought  into  cultivation,  and 
by  conftantly  breaking  up  frefti 
lands,  they  can  increafe  their  pro¬ 
perty  more  rapidly  than  by  ftation- 
ary  induftry.  Whenever  we  have 
a  regular  fet  of  wood.clearers,  or 
primary  fettlers,  the  progrefs  of 
colonization  in  Guyana,  will  be  as 
rapid  as  in  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
North  America.  European  emi¬ 
grants  will  land  at  the  fea-ports, 
and  accommodate  themfelves  with 
the  completer  properties  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  great  town, 
and  within  reach  of  the  luxuries 
hues,  *Nn  they 
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they  want :  but  their  defendants 
will  learn  the  Ampler  manners  and 
more  natural  habits  of  the  .old  indi¬ 
genous  nations,  and  will  carry  into 
the  interior,  the  ufeful  and  the  pro¬ 
fitable,  without  the  unneceflary  arts, 
(<  To  the  natives  of  lower  Ger¬ 
many,  this  whole  province  is  well 
adapted,  and  is  peculiarly  inviting. 
Their  own  language,  manners,  and 
fyftem  of  vaffalage,  has,  in  a  great 
degree,  been  already  naturalized 
here  by  the  Dutch  ;  fo  that  emi¬ 
grants  from  Bremen,  or  the  Hano¬ 
verian  territory,  would  feel  lefs 
ftrange,  and  have  lefs  to  learn  and 
to  alter,  in  order  to  adapt  them- 
felves  to  the  colony,  than  any  other 
Europeans.  The  Englilh,  muft, 
perhaps,  be  excepted,  whofe  pre¬ 
dominance  is  aftonifhin?,  confider- 
ing  the  novelty  of  their  footing  ; 
and  who  feem  already  to  counter, 
poife  the  Dutch  as  a  landed  inte- 
reft,  and  to  outnumber  them  as  a 
mercantile  intereft. 

The  progrefs  of  Mynheer  Vos, 
in  about  thirty  years,  from  a  com¬ 
mon  foldier  to  a  planter,  who  can 
give  his  daughter  a  fortune  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  has  in  it 
little  but  what  hundreds  may  ex¬ 
pend  to  rival.  There  muft  be  a 
eonftitution  fuperior  to  the  climate, 
and  to  intemperance  ;  there  muft  be 
frugality,  induftry,  perfeverance ; 
there  muft  be  fome  knowledge  of 
writing  and  accounts,  and  much 
alert  obfervatien  :  yet  this  progrefs 
has  been  orderly,  at  no  one  moment 
remarkable,  nor  the  effect  of  luck, 
but  of  permanent  caufes. 

If  the  youngBritifh  farmers  were 
aware  how  various  and  amufing  are 
©ur  ruftic  occupations ;  how  pro- 
fufe  is  the  profit  which  attends 
every  little  exertion  of  induftry  ; 
how  richly  prody&ive  is  the  in- 


ceffant  vegetation  of  our  excellent" 
foil  and  climate  ;  and  how  much  of 
natural  luxury  there  is  in  the  habits 
and  gratifications  of  the  civilized 
planter,  they  would  more  common¬ 
ly  migrate  to  a  country,  where  the 
fee  Ample  of  an  eftate  coftslefs  than 
the  renewal  of  a  leafe  in  England, 
and  where  the  fuperintendence  of  an 
agricultural  concern,  confers  not 
merely  the  rank  of  a  country  gen¬ 
tleman,  but  that  baron. like  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  growing  population 
of  the  vaflals,  which  the  anceftors 
ol  the  country  gentlemen  enjoyed 
in  England  during  the  feudal 
ages.’' 


Character  of  the  New  Zealanders, 

( From  fome  account  of  New  Zealand , 
by  J.  Savage,  Efq.) 

((  In  New  Zealand,  as  in  all 
uncivilized  countries,  the  paflions 
are  the  principal  guide  to  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  its  inhabitants :  but  in 
this  iftand  I  conceive  thofe  adftions 
are  very  much  reftrained,  either 
by  the  fuperintendance  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  their  chiefs,  or  by  a  natu¬ 
ral  pronenefs  to  affedlion  :  or,  per¬ 
haps,  by  a  union  of  the  two  caufes : 
certain  it  is,  however,  that  a  great 
degree  of  fubordination  and  affec¬ 
tion  is  obfervable  among  them  upon 
all  occafions. 

“  The  natives  of  this  illand  have 
hitherto  been  confidered  cannibals 
of  the  worft  defcription,  but  I 
apprehend  their  charadfer,  in  this 
refpeft,  is  not  fo  horrible  as  re- 
prefented  ;  for  although  they  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  they  have  been 
driven  to  the  dire  necefiity  of  eat¬ 
ing  human  flefh,  in  times  of  great 
fcarcity  of  food,  yet  it  does  not 
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appear  that  they  have  any  predi¬ 
lection  for  the  praCHce  :  the  mo¬ 
tive  which  impels  them  to  this  in¬ 
human  deed,  as  cuftomary  at  pre- 
fent,  is  vengeance,  hut  even  this 
paffion  is  not  purfued  without  li¬ 
mitation.  Thus,  after  a  conqueft, 
the  victors  do  not  devour  the  whole 
of  their  prifoners,  but  are  content 
with  fhewing  their  power  to  do  fo, 
by  dividing  the  chief  of  the  van- 
quifhed  tribe  among  them :  he  is 
eaten,  it  is  true,  but  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  food  is  the  inducement. 

It  is  probab  e  that  an  European, 
who  ihould  act  with  holtiliry  to¬ 
ward  them, <  would  be  treated  in 
the  fame  way,  but  if  call  defence- 
lefs  upon  their  fhores,  1  have  rea- 
fons  for  believing  he  would  meet 
with  far  different  treatment. 

“  There  can  be  no  doubr  but  that 
the  introdu:tion  of  potatoes  has 
faved  many  lives,  for  they  cer¬ 
tainly  give  that  root  a  decided  pre¬ 
ference  to  human  flefh ,  under  every 
circumflance  except  that  before 
Hated. 

The  manners  of  thefe  people 
are  particularly  kind  and  affec¬ 
tionate  upon  all  occafions ;  one  or 
two  inftances,  of  a  very  ftriking 
nature,  1  obferyed  during  my  flay 
here. 

“  We  had  conftantly  a  number 
of  natives  onboard  the  fhip  ;  many 
remained  two  or  three  days  with¬ 
out  vifiting  the  fhore,  and  others 
vifited  it  daily.  One  day,  it  blow¬ 
ing  very  ftrong,  a  canoe,  in  which 
were  women  and  children  only, 
attempting  to  approach  the  fhip. 
upfet  ;  the  lamentations  of  thofe  on 
board  the  fhip  were  expreffed  in  a 
jnoft  afFe&ing  manner  ;  but  we 
were  too  much  engaged  in  lower¬ 
ing  down  a  boat  to  fave  the  lives 
of  the  poor  creatures,  to  attend 


to  thofe  who  were  exprefling  fo 
much  apprehenfion  for  their  fafety. 
Happily  the  boat  faved  every  life  : 
the  women  clung  to  the  canoe  with 
one  hand,  and  in  aimoft  every  in- 
ftance  fupported  a  child  with  the 
other,  their  own  fafety  appearing 
evidently  to  be  a  fecondary  confi- 
deration,  Their  fituation  for  fome 
time  was  extremely  perilous,  and 
that  of  the  natives  on  board  the 
fhip  truly  pitiable,  till  they  found 
that  the  boat  arrived  in  time  to 
refeue  the  women  and  children  from 
a  watery  grave  ;  then  their  diftrefs 
gave  way  to  the  moil  tumultuous 
joy  :  and  when  the  poor  half- 
drowned  fhivering  females  and  their 
children  were  brought  on  board, 
the  congratulations  on  their  efcape, 
and  their  kind  and  foothing  atten¬ 
tions,  were  fueh  as  would  by  no 
means  have  difgraced  the  moral 
charader  of  the  molt  refined  Eu¬ 
ropean  ;  thofe  who  had  remained 
on  board  immediately  (tripping 
themfelves  of  their  mats  to  cover 
their  friends  o-  relatives,  who  had 
a  much  greater  occafion  for  them. 

(i  It  was  upon  this  occurience 
only  that  the  natives  received  any 
ftrong  liquor;  I  prevailed  upon 
them  to  take  a  little  wine,  whicTi 
their  confidence  in  me  induced  them 
to  receive  as  a  medicine  to  prevent 
the  effeCts  of  cold  j  fhewing,  how¬ 
ever,  the  greateft  folicitude  for 
the  health  of  their  children  by 
helping  them  before  they  took  any 
themfelves. 

“  The  likenefs  I  took  of  Tir 
arrah  was  fo  ftriking,  that  ic 
gained  me  a  great  degree  of  popu¬ 
larity  among  the  natives,  and 
many  of  them  came  a  conflderable 
di fiance  to  fee  it  ;  feveral  offered 
to  accompany  me  to  Europe,  and 
I  feleCted  one,  whofe  countenance 
*  N  n  2  pleafed 
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pleafed  me*  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  to  England.  He  was  a 
healthy  flout  young  man,  of  the 
military  clafs,  and  connected  with 
families  of  the  firft  confideration  in 
thefe  parts. 

((  This  man,  whofe  name  is 
Moyhanger,  accompanied  me  to 
London,  and  furnifhed  me  with 
much  information  concerning  his 
country  during  the  time  he  re¬ 
mained  with  me;  I  found  him  a 
moft  affectionate  kind-hearted  crea¬ 
ture,  and  parted  with  him  reluct¬ 
antly  :  a  favourable  opportunity 
occurring  in  a  few  weeks  after  my 
arrival  for  his  return,  with  Capt. 
Skelton,  of  the  Ferret,  South 
Whaler,  who  I  knew  would  treat 
him  with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  I 
was  induced  to  recommend  his  de» 
parture.  The  ample  flock  of  tools 
he  took  with  him  would  render 
him  fuperior,  in  point  of  riches,  to 
any  man  in  New  Zealand ;  and 
there  is  not  a  doubt  but  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  fuccefs  will  induce 
many  of  his  countrymen  to  try 
their  fortune,  whenever  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  emigration  may 
offer. 

(S  The  regret  at  parting  between 
this  native  and  myfelf  was  equal 
on  both  fides  ;  he  held  my  hand  at 
taking  leave  a  confiderable  time, 
during  the  whole  of  which  he  wept, 
and  appeared  to  fuffer  exceedingly  ; 
I  reminded  him  of  his  riches,  and 
the  man  of  confequence  he  would 
become  upon  his  return  to  his  own 
country — of  his  power  to  entertain 
all  his  friends  by  a  recital  of  the 
wonders  he  had  feen,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  he  had  acquired  :  he  admit¬ 
ted  it  all,  and  the  ideapieafed  him, 
but  he  left  me  (hedding  tears,  and 
alluring  me  that  I  might  expeCf 
him  again  when  he  had  diftributed 


his  wealth,  and  made  fome  family 
arrangements  he  confidered  of  ma¬ 
terial  confequence. 

t(  The  parting  with  his  relatives 
previoufly  to  our  leaving  New  Zea¬ 
land  was  remarkably  interefting, 
Moyhanger  had  remained  on  board 
the  Chip  feveral  days  before  our 
failing,  happy  in  himfelf,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  fee  the  world ;  his 
friends  and  relatives  came  daily  to 
fee  him — fome  approved,  and  fome 
condemned  his  refolution  ;  but 
Moyhanger  remained  unfhaken, 
and  the  time  arrived  when  he  was 
to  go  through  the  ceremony  of 
taking  leave. 

The  canoe  containing  his  kin. 
dred  came  alongfide,  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  made  fail  to  the  {hip, 
Moyhanger’ s  father  came  on  board. 
After  a  little  preliminary  difcourfe 
the  father  and  fon  fell  into  each 
other’s  arms,  in  which  fltuation 
they  remained  near  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes,  during  which  time  the  right 
eye  of  the  father  was  in  ciofe  con¬ 
tact  with  the  left  eye  of  the  fon  t 
abundance  of  tears  were  Ihed,  and 
a  variety  of  plaintive  founds  ut. 
tered  on  both  Tides.  The  vene¬ 
rable  appearance  of  the  father, 
who  is  of  their  religious  clafs, 
made  the  fcene  truly  interefting. 

i(  When  this  ceremony  was  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  father,  Moyhan¬ 
ger  defeended  to  the  canoe,  and 
embracing  his  mother,  mingled  his 
tears  with  her’s,  in  a  ftmilar  way 
to  that  which  had  juft  taken  place 
between  the  father  and  himfelf— 
the  fame  plaintive  founds  were  ut¬ 
tered,  and  evidently  a  great  deal 
of  affection  exprefled  on  both  fides  ; 
but  the  time  taken  up  in  parting 
with  his  mother  was  not  more 
than  half  of  that  which  had  been 
employed  in  taking  leave  of  the 

father. 
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father.  His  brother  came  next ; 
when  a  fimilar  fcene  of  grief  oc¬ 
curred,  but  of  Ihorter  duration  : 
his  fillers  were  embraced  by  him, 
but  in  a  lefs  ceremonious  manner. 

“  This  interefting  ceremony  be¬ 
ing  concluded,  Moyhanger  af- 
cended  the  {flip’s  fide,  and  all  par¬ 
ties  appeared  chearful  and  happy. 

i(  In  the  early  part  of  this  part¬ 
ing  fcene,  the  appearance  of  af¬ 
fliction  was  fo  great,  that  I  was 
induced  to  interrupt  it,  by  deliring 
that  no  reparation  might  take  place 
between  friends  that  were  fo  much 
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attached  to  each  other ;  but  I 
found  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
courfe,  whenever  a  native  quits  his 
parents,  and  that  I  Ihould  offend 
all  parties  by  retracing  my  per- 
miffion  for  Moyhanger  to  accom¬ 
pany  me. 

i(  I  wiflied  to  make  a  parting 
prefent  to  the  venerable  father,  and 
I  thought  that  fome  poultry  might 
be  acceptable  :  the  old  man  de¬ 
clined  every  thing  I  could  offer — 
however  he  had  no  objection  to  my 
making  prefents  to  any  other  part 
of  his  family  ;  and  we  accordingly 
very  foon  got  the  better  of  this 
difficulty. 

“  When  the  canoe  left  the  fh ip, 
the  father  and  mother  kept  fpread- 
ing  their  arms,  and  looking  to¬ 
ward  heaven,  as  if  fupplicating 
the  protection  of  a  fuperior  power 
in  behalf  of  their  fon,  during  the 
whole  time  they  remained  within 
fight. 

“  The  meeting  of  friends  after 
a  feparation  is  alfo  remarkable.  If 
the  abfence  has  been  fhort,  the  ce¬ 
remony  confifts  in  embracing,  ming¬ 
ling  their  tears,  and  moaning  in 
company  for  fome  time  ;  but  if  the 
abfence  has  been  of  long  duration. 


the  female  relatives  of  the  abfen. 
tee  exprefs  their  joy  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  in  a  moll  extraordinary  and 
painful  manner  :  they  fcratch  and 
disfigure  their  faces  with  broken 
pieces  of  Ihell,  fo  as  to  produce 
conliderable  fuffering. 

tc  The  cullom  mud  prove  ex¬ 
ceedingly  dillreffing,  if  the  male 
branches  of  a  family  were  much 
in  the  habit  of  wandering. 

((  Poor  Moyhanger  has  two  lif¬ 
ters,  one  of  them  a  very  line  girl; 
and  I  much  fear  that  their  joy  will 
be  fo  great  at  his  return  to  them, 
as  to  produce  a  dreadful  disfigura¬ 
tion  of  their  countenances. 

(<  I  have  mentioned  thefe  in- 
dances  to  fhew  that  affedion  is  a 
very  prominent  feature  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  a  New  Zealander, 

“  The  mode  of  falutation  here 
is  fimilar  to  that  pradifed  in  other 
parts  of  the  South  Sea  :  that  of 
bringing  the  nofes  of  the  parties 
in  contad.  This  ceremony  took 
place  between  Moyhanger’s  friends 
and  myfeif  at  parting. 

“  Polygamy  is  permitted  among 
thefe  people,  and  a  man  does  not 
appear  to  be  fatisfied  in  all  cafes 
with  one  female  of  a  family,  but 
in  fome  indances  efpoufes  feveral 
fiders  at  the  fame  time  ;  Tippeehee 
had  four  fiders  as  his  wives,  be- 
fides  feveral  concubines  :  he  was 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  had  be¬ 
come  paralytic  ;  a  combination  of 
thefe  circumdances  had  probably 
induced  him  to  try  the  effeds  of  a 
change  of  air. 

“  The  children  here  appear  to 
be  treated  with  a  great  degree  of 
parental  affedion.  They  are  ro- 
bud,  lively,  and  poffefs,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  pleafing  countenances  ;  their 
adions  are  totally  unredrained  by 
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cloa  thing,  or  bandage,  which  mu  ft 
Undoubtedly  lay  the  foundation  of 
their  future  hardihood  and  healthy 
conftitution. 

(i  The  mode  of  carrying  rhe 
children,  if  not  the  moft  graceful, 
is  certainly  not  the  moft  inconve¬ 
nient.  The  child  is  placed  aftride 
on  the  (boulder  of  the  nurfe,  who 
fecures  it  in  this  pofture  by  one  of 
its  arms  ;  the  other  being  left  at 
liberty,  it  employs  if  in  playing 
with  the  ornaments  on  the  head  of 
its  mother  ;  and  as  thefe  are  fome- 
times  numerous,  confiding  of  fea¬ 
thers,  (hells,  buttons,  and  (harks 
teeth,  the  child  is  provided  with 
an  ample  fource  of  amufement. 

l<  In  early  infancy  the  child’s 
ears  are  pierced,  and  the  pundture 
gradually  dilated  by  various  foft 
fubftances*  until  an  aperture  is 
formed  capable  of  receiving  two  or 
three  fingers ;  this  is  confidered  a 
beauty ;  it  is  certainly  a  conve¬ 
nience,  for  not  only  are  a  variety 
of  ornaments  fufpended  from  this 
loop-hole,  but  their  fmaller  tools, 
needles,  See*  bear  them  company. 

u  1  believe  it  is  not  cuftomary 
to  tattoo  the  children  until  they 
are  eight  or  ten  years  of  age  ;  in¬ 
deed  at  an  earlier  period  the  opera¬ 
tion  would  be  attended  with  confi- 
derable  danger,  from  the  inflam¬ 
mation  that  would  be  excited: 
even  later  in  life  the  efre&s  are 
fometimes  fo  fevere  as  to  produce  a 
great  degree  of  fever,  and  fome 
cafes  have  occurred  where  death 
has  been  the  confequence. 

“  The  operation  of  tattooing, 
which  the  natives  call  amoco,  is 
lifuaily  performed  in  the  following 
manner. 

The  device  being  marked  out 
with  a  piece  of  burnt  ftick,  or  red 
earth,  the  (kin  is  punflured  with 


the  (harp  point  of  a  piece  of  bone, 
into  which  a  vegetable  fluid  is  in¬ 
ferred  :  as  the  pain  is  confiderable, 
a  portion  only  of  the  intended 
figure  can  be  depicted  at  one  time; 
as  the  inflammation  abates  they 
continue  their  work,  but  it  is  not 
without  a  great  degree  of  fuffering 
that  they  arrive  at  the  honour  of  a 
complete  tattooing  :  however,  as 
honour  is  the  reward,  and  this  ho¬ 
nour  is  beftcwed  chiefly  upon  thofe 
intended  for  the  profefiion  of  arms, 
it  would  be  highly  unbecoming 
their  military  character  to  com¬ 
plain  of  hardfhip  in  fubmitting 
to  it. 

si  In  the  likenefs  of  Tiarrah  the 
tattooing  is  completed :  I  have 
only  exhibited  his  face,  and  though 
he  in  all  probability  fuffered  confi- 
derably  from  having  it,  as  they 
conceive,  fo  highly  ornamented, 
yet  his  fuffering  moft  have  been 
very  much  increafed  from  having 
other  parts  of  his  body  operated 
upon  in  the  fame  manner. 

i(  The  pantaloons,  particularly 
the  pofterior  part,  are  in  general 
very  highly  embroidered,  and  of 
which  they  are  not  a  little  vain. 

“  Thofe  intended  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  their  religious  ceremo¬ 
nies  have  only  a  fmallfquare  patch 
of  tattooing  over  the  right  eye. 

t(  The  women  fuffer  but  little 
from  this  barbarous  cuftom  :  afmail 
fpiral  figure  on  each  fide  the  chin, 
a  femicircular  figure  over  each  eye¬ 
brow,  and  two,  or  fometimes  three 
lines,  on  each  lip,  are  all  they  are 
required  to  fubmit  to.  Their  lips 
are  naturally  thin,  .and  well  form¬ 
ed,  but  fo  prepofterous  are  their 
ideas  of  beauty,  that  they  endea¬ 
vour  to  render  them  as  thick  as 
polfible  by  this  operation. 

“  The  cloarhing  of  rhe  natives 
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&f  this  part  of  New  Zealand,  and 
probably  of  the  whole  ifland,  is, 
upon  ordinary  occafions,  not  more 
abundant  than  the  feafon  requires. 

(i  The  common  covering  is  a 
mat,  compofed  of  ftrong  bladed 
grafs,  and  fo  thickly  woven,  that 
it  muft  prove  an  excellent  defence 
againft  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
would  certainly  keep  out  a  long 
continued  rain :  it  is  in  efFedt  a 
complete  thatch,  and  being  of  fuch 
a  length,  as  to  reach  half  way 
down  the  thigh  ;  when  they  are 
feated,  or  fquatted  down,  their 
figure  very  much  refembles  a  large 
bee-hive,  fuper-mounted  with  the 
head  of  a  New  Zealander. 

“  It  does  not  appear  that  they 
have  ever  thought  of  any  artificial 
covering  for  the  head,  but  the 
mode  of  drefling  their  hair,  in  all 
probability,  is  found  to  fuperfede 
the  neceflity. 

(C  The  hair  is  colle&ed  all  round 
the  head  and  combed  upward,  fo 
as  to  be  fecured  on  the  crown  by 
ligatures  and  bodkins,  where  it 
forms  a  knot  of  confiderable  bulk  ; 
which  having  4  great  quantity  of 
red  earth  and  fifh  oil  incorporated 
with  it,  as  well  as  with  the  whole 
of  the  hair,  fufficiently  protedls 
the  head  from  all  inclemencies  of 
the  weather.  Europeans  have  hi¬ 
therto  given  the  preference  to  white 
powder,  to  which  they  have  added 
unduous  fubflances,  which  modern 
times  have  enabled  them  to  render 
more  agreeable  to  the  nofes  of  their 
part  of  the  world,  by  the  addition 
af  perfumes  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions.  But  the  take  of  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  is  not  to  be  difputed. 

“  The  ordinary  clothing  of  both 
men  and  women  is  exactly  fimilar, 
fo  that  the  only  diftindtion  is  in 
their  faces_,  and  the  heads  of  the 
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females,  which  have  ufually  a 
greater  number  of  ornaments  than 
tHofe  of  the  men. 

“  It  is  really  curious  to  obferve 
a  family  of  natives  feated  as  I  have 
mentioned.  They  give  you  the 
idea  of  a  village,  compofed  of  a 
number  of  fmall  huts,  one  of  which 
is  formed  by  each  individual  :  their 
heads,  at  a  diftance,  may  eafily  be 
miftaken  for  chimneys. 

“  Their  mats  being  fattened  at 
the  neck  only,  they  arefoon  thrown 
off;  and  as  they  are.  not  worn 
when  any  adtive  exertion  is  re¬ 
quired,  the  facility  with  which 
they  difengage  themfelves  from 
them  is  found  a  great  convenience. 

(i  The  drefs  of  the  natives  con¬ 
flicts  in  a  mat  finely  wove  of  the 
native  flax,  and  its  gloflfy  appear¬ 
ance,  with  a  fringe  all  round,  ren¬ 
ders  it  by  no  means  an  inelegant 
fort  of  mantle.  Thefe  mats  are 
made  of  greater  dimenflons  than 
thofe  ufed  as  ordinary  covering  : 
they  are  fattened  at  the  neck  only, 
but  are  ufually  wrapped  round  the 
figure,  and  retained  in  that  fitua- 
tion  by  the  hands  of  the  wearer. 
In  cold  weather  this  article  of 
drefs  is  fometimes  applied  on  the 
outflde  of  the  common  covering 
mat,  and  as  this  is,  from  long 
wearing,  or  fome  other  caufe, 
frequently  not  the  mott  cleanly,  the 
outer  garment  in  many  inftances 
conceals  what  is  not  well  fuited  to 
meet  the  eye  of  cleanlinefs  or  deli, 
cacy.  The  hair,  whenever  the 
drefs  mats  are  worn,  is  well  pow¬ 
dered  and  pomatumed,  in  which 
feathers,  (barks’  teeth,  pieces  of 
bone,  European  buttons,  beads, 
bugles,  &c.  Sec.  are  faftened,  in. 
(lead  of  broaches,  or  other  orna¬ 
ments. 

i(  The  fame  articles  are  colle&ed 
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for  necklaces  and  bracelets,  though 
they  make  thefe  ornaments  fbme- 
times  of  fhort  pieces  of  bone, 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  bugles,  which 
being  of  various  colours  are  in 
many  initances  arranged  with  con- 
fiderable  take.  Necklaces  are  alfo 
made  of  pieces  of  reed. 

(<  The  man  in  the  moon,  or 
green  amulet,  is  fufpended  from  the 
neck  upon  ali  occafions  of  full  drefs, 
though  indeed  it  is  very  commonly 
worn  at  other  times.  There  are 
fmaller  ones,  made  to  be  worn  by 
children.  That  which  I  have  de¬ 
lineated  is  of  the  fize  ufually  worn 
by  adults. 

((  The  men,  whether  dreffed  or 
in  their  ordinary  clothing,  carry  a 
waddy,  fufpended  by  a  thong  from 
the  wrift.  The  waddy  is  in  figure 
fomewhat  refembling  a  large  battle¬ 
dore,  and  is  ufually  formed  of  hard 
black  hone,  but  fome  are  made 
of  bone  taken  from  the  head  of  the 
whale.  1  his  inftrument  is  the 
fword  of  New  Zealand,  and  proves 
as  dekruCtive  a  weapon  as  the  fword 
of  Europeans. 

i(  Whenever  they  drefs  for  any 
particular  occalion,  the  body  is 
anointed  all  over  with  a  compofi- 
iion  of  red  earth  and  fifh  oil,  or 
any  other  greafy  fubftance  they  can 
procure  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the 
elegance  required,  a  greater  or  lefs 
quantity  is  employed.  If  they 
wifh  to  appear  remarkably  fplendid, 
or  in  full  drefs,  rouge  and  greafe 
are  lavifhed  upon  their  perfons  with 
the  utmok  profufion. 

ie  The  drefs  of  the  military  is  a 
mat  alfo,  hut  in  the  manu failure 
of  which  much  more  labour  is  be¬ 
llowed  than  upon  any  of  the  others ; 
ihe  materials  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  the  drefs  mats,  but  fo  tightly 
woven,  that  when  hanging  joofe,  a 
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fpear  will  not  penetrate  it :  this 
gives  it  the  double  advantage  of  a 
drefs  and  a  fhield. 

“  The  war. mat  is  generally  or¬ 
namented  with  a  border,  which 
frequently  difplays  a  great  degree 
of  take  :  the  Vandyke  is  a  com¬ 
mon  pattern. 

“  The  priefts,  if  fo  they  may 
be  called,  appear  to  attend  but  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  ornaments  of  drefs.  I 
believe  they  ufe  but  little,  ii  any, 
red  earth,  either  on  their  perfons 
or  hair ;  the  unduous  matter  is 
ufed  by  them  as  a  defence  to  the 
{kin  againft  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Their  heads  are  deftiture  of  orna¬ 
ment,  the  hair  being  fimply  col¬ 
lected  into  a  knot  on  the  crown. 
The  mat  they  wear  is  of  a  texture 
fuited  to  the  feafon. 

“  The  children  go  perfectly 
naked  till  about  eight  years  of  age. 
They  wear  ear  ornaments  from  ear- 
lieft  infancy. 


Account  of  Moyhanger  ^  a  Native  of 
Neva  Zealand , 

(  From  the  fame, ) 

u  Of  Moyhanger,  the  native  of 
New  Zealand,  whom  I  brought 
to  England,  I  have  before  fpoken, 
in  order  to  (hew  the  affectionate 
difpofition  of  the  natives  of  this 
ikand  :  I  (hall  now  add  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  his  condud  upon  and  fub- 
fequently  to  his  departure  from  his 
own  country. 

“  Our  failing  from  the  bay  was, 
for  feveral  days,  prevented  by  ad- 
verfe  winds,  after  Moyhanger  and 
his  friends  had  taken  a  formal  leave 
of  each  other,  during  which  time 
rheir  vifits  were  feveral  times  re¬ 
peated. 

“  A  day  or  two  previously  to 
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our  departure  I  had  him  equipped 
in  European  cloathing;  it  was 
coarfe,  and  fuch  as  is  ufually  worn 
by  failors  at  fea  ;  but  however  it 
pleafed  him  and  all  his  kindred  :  he 
appeared  to  affume  a  fort  of  fupe- 
riority  over  his  matted  acquaint, 
ance,  and  they  eyed  him  in  a  man. 
ner  expreffive  of  their  idea  of  his 
being  highly  favoured  by  the  fickle 
goddefs.  Moyhanger  bore  up 
againft  the  laft  farewell  with  much 
refolution ;  but  as  our  diftance 
from  the  land  increafed,  his  feel¬ 
ings  fuffered  exceedingly.  The 
fun  fet  beautifully  over  his  native 
lfland,  and  his  eye  dwelt  ftead- 
faftly  upon  it  till  darknefs  con¬ 
cealed  it  from  further  view.  The 
recollediion  of  fcenes  of  youthful 
happinefs,  which  he  was  leaving 
to  traverfe  an  element  that  affords 
but  little  of  pleafure  or  repofe, 
frequently  brought  the  big  tear 
into  his  eye  ;  but  Moyhanger  was 
determined  to  be  a  man  :  he  funo; 
his  evening  fong  and  retired  to 
reft. 

(<  For  feveral  days  following 
Moyhanger  looked  anxioufty  to 
the  weftward,  the  direction  in 
which  his  native  land  had  difap. 
peared,  but  he  foon  recovered  his 
fpirits,  and  was  not  only  merry 
himfelf  but  the  caufe  of  mirth  in 
others. 

“  During  the  long  and  dreary 
eourfe  between  New  Zealand  and 
Cape  Horn,  Moyhanger  preferved 
a  great  degree  of  cheerfulnefs — • 
his  morning  and  evening  fong  were 
never  forgotten  :  he  amufed  him¬ 
felf  among  the  failors,  and  fre¬ 
quently  exercifed  his  talent  for  mi¬ 
micry  at  their  expence. 

“  The  diftant  view  of  Cape 
Horn  gave  him  much  fatisfaftion  : 
I  believe  indeed  that  he  began  to 
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apprehend  that  he  had  embarked 
on  a  world  of  waters  in  the  literal 
fenfe  of  the  word. 

i(  When  we  approached  the  land, 
and  difeovered  it  covered  with 
fnow,  he  appeared  to  be  a  good 
deal  difappointed,  and  concluded 
that  he  had  done  wrong  in  leaving 
a  fine  fertile  country  for  one  that 
appeared  to  be  fterile  in  the  ex¬ 
treme. 

((  They  eftimate  the  value  of 
land  by  the  quantity  of  potatoes 
it  produces,  and  as  there  were  no 
figns  of  cultivation  here,  Moy¬ 
hanger  was  very  glad  to  turn  his 
back  upon  it,  and  we  proceeded  on 
our  way  to  St.  Helena.  Many 
fea  birds  feen  on  our  paflage  were 
new  to  him,  and  at  trailed  his  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  the  flying  fifh  afforded 
him  much  amufement.  He  fwam 
uncommonly  well,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  ;  and  in  warm  weather,  the 
fhip  proceeding  but  flowly,  he 
frequently  indulged  in  bathing : 
upon  one  of  thefe  occafions  a  very 
large  fhark  had  nearly  put  a  flop 
to  poor  Moyhanger’s  travels  :  we 
faw  his  danger  and  alarmed  him, 
and  he  narrowly  efcaped  the  jaws 
of  the  ravenous  monfter.  The 
fhark  followed  the  fhip  for  fome. 
time  :  Moyhanger  contemplated  it 
with  horror,  frequently  pronounc¬ 
ing  the  words  kiooda  eka,  matta 
matta,  Moyhanger — very  bad  fifh 
to  deftroy  Moyhanger.  At  length, 
to  his  great  joy,  we  made  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena. 

“  The  fine  climate,  the  build¬ 
ings  on  Chore,  and  the  numerous 
Chips  in  the  road,  rendered  the  feene 
exhilarating  to  all  on  board  ;  but 
Moyhanger  was  perfectly  delight¬ 
ed  :  he  danced  and  fung,  and  ex¬ 
claimed,  piannah-miti,  very  good, 
very  fine,  repeatedly ;  and  when  I 
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informed  him  that  the  ifland  pro¬ 
duced  abundance  of  excellent  pota¬ 
toes,  I  believe  his  native  country 
was  almoft  forgotten. 

“  During  the  interval  between 
our  coming  to  an  anchor,  and  my 
taking  him  on  fhore,  a  falute  was 
fired  from  the  battery  on  Ladder- 
hill  ;  his  fear  and  affonifhment 
were  now  exceffive;  he  laydown 
on  the  deck,  flopped  his  ears, 
and  I  believe  thought  that  his 
final  difiolution  was  at  hand ; 
however,  as  the  firing  continued, 
and  he  iiill  remained  unhurt,  he 
gradually  acquired  courage  and 
confidence  :  but  upon  all  fimilar 
©ccafions  he  expreffed  fome  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  conflantly  flopped  his 
ears,  faying,  rnatta  matta  teringa, 
it  gives  pain  to  my  ears. 

u  We  now  went  on  fhore,  and 
nothing  efcaped  Moyhanger's  ob- 
fiervation.  The  quantity  of  large 
anchors,  ordnance,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles  formed  of  iron,  aftonifhed 
him;  he  feemed  to  have  hitherto 
entertained  no  adequate  idea  of  our 
national  wealth.  The  military  at¬ 
tracted  much  of  his  attention  :  he 
fiad  a  difpofition  to  quiz  whenever 
an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  perfon  or  attire  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  the  drefs  of  the  gar- 
tifort  enabled  him  to  exercife  his  pro¬ 
pen  fit  y  :  he  would  fome  times  make 
fo  free  in  this  refpeft,  that  in  all 
probability  he  would  have  been 
roughly  handled,  had  I  not  been 
prefen t  to  allure  the  offended  party 
that  no  inful t  could  be  intended, 
srnd  that  his  rudenefs  proceeded  en¬ 
tirely  from  his  ignorance  of  our 
manners  and  cuftoms. 

“  He  approved  very  much  of 
the-  buildings  at  St.  Helena,  but 
©f  the  ifland  itfelf  he  had  a  very 
srffav  curable  opinion,  frequently 


faying,  Kiooda  oota,  very  bad| 
land. 

iC  The  firft  time  he  faw  a  yoke 
of  oxen  his  wonder  was  very  great, 
having  no  idea  of  an  animal  of 
that.lize  ;  and  he  foon  after  faw  a 
man  on  horfeback,  which  fo  much 
pleafed  him  that  he  laughed  hear¬ 
tily,  and  when  the  animal  fet  off 
at  a  moderate  canter,  Moyhanger 
accompanied  him  up  the  valley  :  he 
then  returned  to  me  and  expreffed 
his  approbation  of  that  mode  of 
conveyance.  The  regimental  band 
delighted  him  exceedingly  :  indeed, 
for  rnufic  of  any  kind,  he  had  a 
very  ftrong  pafiion  ;  I  have  feen 
him  in  raptures  at  a  violin.  Every 
thing  was  new,  and  moll  things 
pleafed  him.  I  introduced  him  to 
Governor  Patten,  who,  I  told,  him, 
was  chief  of  the  iffand  :  he  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  governor, 
and  frequently  repeated  to  me,  PL 
annah  tippeehee-piannah. 

“  St.  Helena  does  not  abound  in 
great  variety,  and  Moyhanger,  in 
a  fhort  time  after  our  arrival,  pre¬ 
ferred  the  fhip  to  the  (bore.  He 
had  acquaintances  on  board,  and  he 
found  great  amufement  in  fifhing, 
at  which  he  was  very  expert. 
During  our  flay  here  he  had  ano¬ 
ther  narrow  efca-pe  from  a  fhark  : 
he  was  bathing  one  morning,  when 
one  of  thefe  voracious  animals  en¬ 
tered  the  road,  and  was  within  a 
fiiort  diftance  of  Moyhanger,  who 
reached  the  fhip  in  time  to  fave 
himfelf  from  definition  :  unior- 
tunately  this  monfter  of  the  deep 
was  more  fortunate  upon  another 
occafion  ;  an  officer  of  dragoons, 
on  his  paffage  from  India,  tell  a 
vitim  to  his  rapacioufnefs.  We 
proceeded  on  our  paffage  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  nothing  material  occur¬ 
red  to  excite  the  attention  of  Moy¬ 
hanger; 
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hanger:  if  was  however  worthy 
of  remark  how  much  his  fight  and 
hearing  were  fuperior  to  other  per- 
fons  on  board  the  fhip  :  the  found 
of  a  diftant  gun  was  diftinctly 
heard,  or  a  ftrange  fail  readily  dif- 
cernible  by  Moy hanger,  when  no 
other  man  on  board  could  hear  or 
perceive  them. 

“  At  length  the  long  wiftied  for 
land,  the  land  of  promife  to  Moy- 
hanger,  appeared  in  view,  and  the 
abundant  fupply  of  fi(h,  meat,  and 
vegetables  of  an  Irift)  port  made 
a  favourable  impreffion  upon  him 
refpe&ing  our  country.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  (hips,  from  which  he  efti- 
mated-  our  wealth  and  population, 
was  a  conftant  fource  of  wonder, 
which  upon  failing  up  to  the  port 
of  London  became  perfect  afto* 
nilhment. 

“  I  had  difpatches  for  govern¬ 
ment,  and  it  was  neceflary  1  (hould 
proceed  to  London  from  Cork,  by 
way  of  Dublin  and  Holyhead.  The 
flip  was  detained  feveral  days  by 
contrary  winds,  during  which  time 
Moyhanger  regretted  my  abfence 
in  a  molt  affectionate  manner. 

u  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  fhip 
in  the  River  Thames,  I  went  to 
meet  Moyhanger,  who  was  very 
much  pleafed  to  fee  me.  The  great 
quantity  of  fhipping,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  London  altogether  ex¬ 
cited  a  degree  of  furprife  greater 
than  any  he  had  heretofore  expe¬ 
rienced  ;  but  it  gave  rife  to  a  re¬ 
flection  that  caft  a  gloom  upon  his 
countenance.  He  told  me  that  in 
New  Zealand  he  was  a  man  of 
fome  confequence,  but  he  faw  that 
in  fuch  a  country  as  he  was  now  in, 
his  confideration  muft  be  entirely 
loft :  however,  Moyhanger  never 
took  any  thing  to  heart  for  any 
length  of  time,  and  he  accompa¬ 


nied  me  to  the  Chore  with  great 
cheerfulnefs. 

S(  This  immenfe  metropolis  has 
amazed  the  mod  enlightened ;  it 
will  not  therefore  appear  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  an  uncultivated  native 
of  the  antipodes  fhould  be  ft  ruck 
with  the  greateft  poflible  degree  of 
wonder.  We  landed  at  the  eaft- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  town,  and  had 
fome  diftance  to  walk  before  we 
could  procure  a  hackney  coach  : 
he  had  during  this  perambulation 
fomething  to  admire  in  every  thing 
he  faw.  The  (hops  with  immenfe 
ftores  of  ironmongery  excited  much 
of  his  attention ;  as  we  palled 
houfes  where  thofe  articles  were 
prefented  for  fale,  he  always  ob¬ 
ferved  to  me,  Piannah  Oota  nue 
nue  tokee— very  good  country, 
plenty  of  iron.  Commodities  of 
real  utility  uniformly  claimed  his 
firft  confideration.  The  (hops  that 
exhibited  articles  of  drefs  and  or¬ 
namental  finery  excited  his  laugh¬ 
ter  ;  while  thofe  that  difplayed 
fubftantial  cloathing  appeared  to 
give  him  real  fatisfaCtion.  Through 
the  part  of  the  town  we  had  to 
walk,  there  are  many  (hops  of  the 
latter  defcription  :  whenever  he 
paded  one,  he  obferved  to  me, 
Piannah,  nue  nue  Kakahow — This 
is  very  good,  there  ia  plenty  of 
cloathing. 

(C  The  failors  had  learnt  him  the 
familiar  mode  of  addrefs, — How 
do  you  do,  my  boy  ?  Moyhanger 
found  it  ufeful  in  his  walk,  for  the 
fingularity  of  his  appearance  at¬ 
tracted  much  notice  from  the  paf- 
fengers  :  they  frequently  ftood  to 
gaze  at  him.  Moyhanger  had  a 
vaft  deal  of  good  nature,  and  when¬ 
ever  he  obferved  this,  he  faced 
about  and  offered  his  hand,  with. 
How  do  you  do,  my  boy  ?  His  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  intimidated  many,  and 
they  withdrew  from  his  proffered 
kind  (hake  by  the  hand. 

“  The  coach  gave  him  great  fa- 
tisfaXion  :  when  the  horfes  firft 
Parted  off,  the  motion  feemed  to 
alarm  him  a  little  j  but  with  me 
he  foon  gained  confidence.  He 
looked  out  on  each  fide — then  in 
front — then  appeared  thoughtful. 
I  afked  him  how  he  liked  our  pre- 
fent  fituation  :  he  replied,  Piannah 
wurrie  nuenue  yaieda— -Very  good 
houfe,  it  walks  very  faft. 

4t  As  we  palled  through  a  num¬ 
ber  of  flreets  in  our  way  to  my 
lodgings,  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town,  nothing  efcaped  his  obfer- 
vation.  The  church  fteeples — the 
ihops — the  paffengers-— the  horfes 
and  carriages,  all  called  forth  fome 
lingular  remark.  Of  the  height 
of  the  fteeples  he  obferved,  Pian¬ 
nah  wurrie  tuwittee  tuwittee  pau- 
eoora — Very  good  houfe,  it  goes 
up  to  the  clouds.  On  noticing  any 
fingqlarities,  decrepitude,  lamenefs, 
or  infirmity,  in  a  paffenger,  he 
always  remarked,  Kiooda  tungata, 
or  Kiooda  wyeena — Good  for  no¬ 
thing  man  or  woman.  His  eye 
was  conftantly  feeking  articles  of 
iron,  cloathing,  or  food.  Of  fome 
of  the  ftreets  he  obferved,  Nue 
nue  tungata,  nue  nue  wurrie,  ittee 
it  tee  eka,  ittee  ittee  potatoe— - 
Plenty  of  men,  plenty  of  houfes, 
but  very  little  fifh,  and  very  few 
potatoes. 

f(  1  never  could  make  Moy- 
hanger  pronounce  the  word  Eng¬ 
land,  therefore  I  was  content  to 
allow  him  to  make  ufe  of  Europe 
in  its  ftead,  which  he  pronounced 
without  difficulty.  Sometimes  on 
our  way  he  would  draw  a  compan¬ 
ion  between  this  country  and  his 
own,  which  appeared  to  give  rife 


to  melancholy  reflexions.  He 
would  fay,  Nue  nue  Europe,  ittee 
ittee  New  Zealand. 

We  arrived  at  my  lodging, 
where  Moyhanger  joined  my  fer- 
van-t  boy,  who  had  been  his  com¬ 
panion  during  our  paffage  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  he  appeared  perfeXly 
happy. 

((  Soon  after  my  arrival  I  intro¬ 
duced  Moyhanger  to  Earl  Fitz- 
william.  I  told  him  that  his  lord- 
fhip  was  a  chief,  and  Moyhanger 
entered  the  manfion  with  becom¬ 
ing  refpeX.  The  furniture  and 
paintings  pleafed  him  highly,  but 
with  the  affability  of  his  lordfhip, 
and  the  Countess  Fitzwilliam,  he 
was  quite  delighted.  Lord  Mil- 
ton  and  fome  noble  relatives  of 
Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  were  prefent, 
who  all  (hared  in  Moyhanger’s  ap¬ 
probation.  He  was  a  great  phy- 
fiognomift,  and  approved  or  dif- 
liked  at  a  firft  interview.  The 
lines  of  his  lordfhip’s  face  pleafed 
him  more  than  thofe  of  any  man, 
of  whom  I  had  yet  heard  his  opi¬ 
nion,  A  marble  buft  which  re¬ 
prefen  ted  his  lordfhip,  engrafted 
the  whole  of  his  attention  for 
many  minutes  ;  he  placed  himfelf 
in  a  chair  oppofite  to  it,  and  con¬ 
templated  the  features  with  great 
admiration.  He  faid,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  New  Zealand  he  fhould  en¬ 
deavour  to  carve  a  figure  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  it.  He  whifpered  me  when¬ 
ever  Lord  Fitzwilliam  turned  his 
back,  Piannah  tippeehee — Very 
good  chief ;  and  with  her  ladyfhip 
and  the  company  he  was  equally 
pleafed. 

“  The  ornamental  parts  of  the 
furniture  did  not  make  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  upon  him,  as  might  be 
imagined :  of  the  mirrors,  and 
other  fplendid  ornaments,  he  merely 
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obferved,  Miti— they  are  very 
fiae  ;  and  while  I  thought  he  was 
admiring  the  moreftriking  objefts, 
I  found  he  was  counting  the  chairs. 
He  had  procured  a  fmall  piece  of 
flick,  which  he  had  broken  into  a 
number  of  pieces  to  aflift  his  recol- 
lebiion.  He  obferved,  Nue  nue 
tungata  noho  tippeehee— A  great 
number  of  men  fit  with  the  chief. 

“  Moyhanger  departed  highly 
delighted  with  his  vifit ;  he  fre¬ 
quently  requefted  me  to  repeat  it, 
and  often  enquired  after  the  health 
of  the  chief  and  his  family. 

“  It  was  extremely  inconvenient 
to  take  Moyhanger  to  public  exhi¬ 
bitions,  or  even  to  walk  with  him 
in  the  flreets,  on  account  of  John 
Bull’s  curiofity  :  I  therefore  did 
not  fhew  fo  many  of  the  lions  as  I 
otherwife  fhould  have  done.  I  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  St.  Paul’s  ca¬ 
thedral  :  the  vaft  dimenfions  of 
this  pile  of  building  appeared  to 
aftonifh  him :  the  fpace  beneath  the 
dome  he  contemplated  with  much 
fatisfadlion,  but  he  dwelt  with  in¬ 
finite  pleafure  upon  the  monuments 
of  our  great  men. 

i(  A  great  fource  of  entertain¬ 
ment  to  this  native  was  obferving 
the  paffengers,  making  a  variety  of 
obfervations  upon  their  faces  and 
perfons,  and  not  unfrequently 
laughing  heartily  at  their  expence. 

tf  Wooden  legs  amufed  him  very- 
much. — One  day  he  faw  a  man 
with  two  ;  he  called  me  in  great 
hafte  to  obferve  the  unfortunate 
fellow,  faying,  Tungata  cadooa 
poona  poona  racoo— -Here  is  a  man 
writh  two  wooden  legs. 

f(  Noife  ©r  fcolding  he  very 


much  difliked ;  the  diiTonance  of 
the  London  cries  confequently  dif- 
pleafed  him  ;  he  would,  upon  thefe 
occafions,  exprefs  himfelf,  Kiooda 
tungata,  or  kiooda  wyeena  nue 
une  mum  mum  mum — Bad  man  or 
woman  to  make  fuch  a  noife. 

“  Our  markets  afforded  him 
much  fatisfaffcion,  by  enabling  him 
to  perceive  that  we  were  abundantly 
fupplied  with  food  ;  indeed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  many  of  the  paffen- 
gers  relieved  him  from  any  appre- 
henfion  of  want,  if  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  entertained  any  fuch  ideas.' 
Whenever  he  faw  a  corpulent  man 
pafs  by  he  would  fay,  Tungata  nue 
nue  kikie— That  man  has  plenty  to 
eat.  How  fuch  an  immenfe  popula¬ 
tion  could  be  fed  was  to  him,  at 
firft,  a  my  fiery,  feeing  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  cattle  or  cultivation ;  but 
the  arrival  of  fome  droves  of  oxen, 
and  the  waggon  loads  of  vegetables 
that  conftantly  paffed  our  houfe, 
foon  relieved  him  from  any  appre- 
henfion  on  our  account. 

I  have  mentioned  my  reafons 
for  fending  Moyhanger  home  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time  after  his  arrival,  and 
the  affe&ionate  manner  in  which  he 
took  leave  of  me,  in  the  body  of 
the  work.  When  he  arrives  in  his 
own  country  he  will  be  a  very  fu- 
perior  man  in  point  of  riches  and 
ufeful  knowledge.  The  ufe  of  car¬ 
penters’  and  coopers*  tools  he  is 
tolerably  well  acquainted  with,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  if  he  remains  in 
New  Zealand,  that  he  will  remem¬ 
ber  his  vifit  to  Europe  with  pecu¬ 
liar  fatisfadion  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 


Natural 


[  *558  J 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


On  the  Decornpojition  of  the  Fixed  Al¬ 
kalies »  By  Id.  Davy,  Efq, 

(From  the  TranfaSlions  of  the  Royal 
Society ,  for  1808.^ 

((  I.  Introduction* 

¥  N  the  Bakerian  Led u re  which 
1  had  the  honour  of  preferr¬ 
ing  to  the  Royal  Society  lad  year, 
I  defcribed  a  number  of  decompo- 
fitions  and  chemical  changes  pro¬ 
duced  in  fubdances  of  known  com. 
pofition  by  eledricity,  and  I  ven¬ 
tured  to  conclude  from  the  general 
principles  on  which  the  phenomena 
were  capable  of  being  explained, 
that  the  new  methods  of  invediga- 
tion  promifed  to  lead  to  a  more  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  than  had  hitherto 
been  obtained,  concerning  the  true 
elements  of  bodies, 

<(  This  conjedure,  then  func¬ 
tioned  only  by  ftrong  analogies,  I 
am  now  happy  to  be  able  to  fup- 
port  by  fome  conclufive  fads.  In 
the  courfe  of  a  laborious  experimen¬ 
tal  application  of  the  powers  of 
eledro-chemical  analyfis,  to  bodies 
which  have  appeared  fimple  when 
examined  by  common  chemical 


agents,  or  which  at  lead:  have  never 
been  decompofed,  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  obtain  new  and  fin. 
gular  refults. 

u  Such  of  the  feries  of  experi¬ 
ments  as  are  in  a  tolerably  mature 
Hate,  and  capable  of  being  arranged 
in  a  conneded  order,  I  fhall  detail 
in  the  following  fedions,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  which  demonftrate  the 
decompofition  and  compolition  of 
the  fixed  alkalies,  and  the  produc, 
tion  of  the  new  and  extraordinary 
bodies  which  conftitute  their  bafes, 

((  In  fpeaking  of  novel  methods 
of  invedigation,  I  fhall  not  fear  to 
be  minute.  When  the  common 
means  of  chemical  refearch  have 
been  employed,  I  fhall  mention  only 
refults.  A  hillorical  detail  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  invedigation,  of  all 
the  difficulties  that  occurred,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
qvercome,  and  of  all  the  manipula¬ 
tions  employed,  would  far  exceed 
the  limits  affigned  to  this  ledure. 
It  is  proper  to  date,  however,  that 
when  general  fads  are  mentioned, 
they  are  fuch  only  as  have  been  de¬ 
duced  from  proceffies  carefully  per¬ 
formed  and  often  repeated. 

“  II.  On 
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II.  On  the  Methods  ufed  for  the 
Decompofition  of  the  fxed  Alkalies. 

(<  The  refearches  I  had  made 
on  the  decompofition  of  acids,  and 
of  alkaline  and  earthy  neutral  com¬ 
pounds,  proved  that  the  powers  of 
eleCtrical  decompofition  were  pro¬ 
portional  to  the  ftrengthof  the  op- 
pofite  electricities  in  the  circuit,  and 
to  the  conducting  power  and  degree 
of  concentration  of  the  materials 
employed. 

i(  In  the  firfl  Attempts  that  I 
made  on  the  decompofition  of  the 
fixed  alkalies,  I  aCted  upon  aqueous 
folutions  of  potafh  and  foda,  fatu- 
rated  at  common  temperatures,  by 
the  higheft  eledrical  power  I  could 
command,  and  which  was  produced 
by  a  combination  of  Voltaic  batte¬ 
ries  belonging  to  the  Royal  Infti- 
tution,  containing  24  plates  of 
copper  and  zinc  of  1  2  inches  fquare, 
too  plates  of  fix  inches,  and  150 
of  four  inches  fquare,  charged  with 
folutions  of  alum  and  nitrous  acid  ; 
but  in  thefe  cafes,  though  there  was 
a  high  intenfity  of  aCtion,  the  water 
of  the  folutions  alone  was  affeCted, 
and  hydrogene  and  oxygen*  difen- 
gaged  with  the  production  of  much 
heat  and  violent  effervefcence. 

“  The  prefence  of  water  appear¬ 
ing  thus  to  prevent  any  decompo¬ 
fition,  I  ufed  potafh  in  igneous  fu- 
fion.  By  means  of  a  ftream  of 
oxygene  gas  from  a  gafometer  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  flame  of  a  fpirit  lamp, 
which  was  thrown  on  a  platina 
fpoon  containing  potafh,  this  al¬ 
kali  was  kept  for  fome  minutes  in 
a  ftrong  red  heat,  and  in  a  ftate  of 
perfect  fluidity.  The  fpoon  was  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  communication  with  the 
pofitive  fide  of  the  battery  of  the 
power  of  100  of  fix  inches,  highly 
charged  ;  and  the  connexion  from 


the  negative  fide  was  made  by  a 
platina  wire. 

“  By  this  arrangement  fome 
brilliant  phenomena  were  produced. 
The  potafh  appeared  a  condudor  in 
a  high  degree,  and  as  long  as  the 
communication  was  preferved,  a 
moll:  intenfe  light  was  exhibited  at 
the  negative  wire,  and  a  column  of 
flame,  which  feemed  to  be  owing 
to  the  developeraent  of  combuftible 
matter,  arofe  from  the  point  of 
contaCt. 

“  When  the  order  was  changed, 
fo  that  the  platina  fpoon  was  made 
negative,  a  vivid  and  conflant  light 
appeared  at  the  oppofite  point  : 
there  was  no  effeCt  of  inflammation 
round  it  ;  but  aeriform  globules, 
which  inflamed  in  the  atmofphere, 
rofe  through  the  potafh. 

“  The  platina,  as  might  have 
been  expeded,  was  confiderably 
aCted  upon  ;  and  in  the  cafes  when  it 
had  been  negative  in  the  higheft  de« 
gree. 

“  The  alkali  was  apparently  dry 
in  this  experiment ;  and  it  feemed 
probable  that  the  inflammable  mat¬ 
ter  arofe  from  its  decompofition. 
The  refidual  potafh  was  unaltered  ; 
it  contained  indeed  a  number  of 
dark  grey  metallic  particles,  but 
thefe  proved  to  be  derived  from 
the  platina. 

“  I  tried  feveral  experiments  on 
the  eledrization  of  potafh  rendered 
fluid  by  heat,  with  the  hopes  of 
being  able  to  colleCt  the  combuftible 
matter,  but  without  fuccefs  ;  and  I 
only  attained  my  objed,  by  em¬ 
ploying  eledricity  as  the  com¬ 
mon  agent  for  fuflon  and  decompo¬ 
fition. 

<s  Though  potafh,  perfectly  dried 
by  ignition,  is  a  non-conduCtor, 
yet  it  is  rendered  a  conductor,  by  a 
very  flight  addition  of  moifiurc, 

which 
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does  not  perceptibly  deftroy  its  ag¬ 
gregation  ;  and  in  this  date  it  rea¬ 
dily  fufes  and  decornpofes  by  ftrong 
electrical  powers. 

**  A  frnall  piece  of  pure  potafh, 
which  had  been  expofed  for  a  few 
feconds  to  the  atmofphere,  fo  as  to 
give  conducting  power  to  the  fur- 
face,  was  placed  upon  an  infulated 
difc  of  platina,  connected  with  the 
negative  fide  of  the  battery  of  the 
power  of  2  5^0  of  6  and  4,  in  a  date 
of  intenfe  activity  ;  and  a  platina 
wire,  communicating  with  the  pod- 
live  fide,  was  brought  in  contaCf 
with  the  upper  furface  of  the  alkali. 
The  whole  apparatus  was  in  the 
open  atmofphere. 

i(  Under  thefe  circumdances  a 
vivid  aCtion  was  foon  obferved  to 
take  place.  The  potafh  began  to 
fufe  at  both  its  points  of  electriza¬ 
tion.  There  was  a  violent  effervef- 
cence  at  the  upper  furface  ;  at  the 
lower  or  negative  furface,  there 
was  no  liberation  of  eladic  duid  ; 
but  frnall  globules  having  a  high 
metallic  ludre,  and  being  precifely 
fimilar  in  vifible  characters  to  quick- 
diver,  appeared,  fome  of  which 
burnt  with  explofion  and  bright 
flame,  as  foon  as  they  were  formed, 
and  others  remained,  and  were 
merely  tarnifhed,  and  finally  cover¬ 
ed  by  a  white  film  which  formed 
on  their  furfaces. 

((  Thefe  globules,  numerous  ex¬ 
periments  foon  fhewed  to  be  the 
fubdance  1  was  in  fearch  of,  and  a 
peculiar  indammable  principle  the 
bads  of  potafh.  I  found  that  the 
platina  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  refult,  except  as  the  me¬ 
dium  for  exhibiting  the  electrical 
powers  of  decompofirion  ;  and  the 
fubdance  of  the  fame  kind  was  pro¬ 
duced  when  pieces  of  copper,  filver, 


gold,  plumbago,  or  even  charcoal, 
were  employed  for  completing  the 
circuit. 

“  The  phenomenon  was  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  prefence  of  air  ;  I 
found  that  it  took  place  when  the 
alkali  was  in  the  vacuum  of  an  ex¬ 
ha  ufted  receiver. 

iC  The  fubdance  was  likewife 
produced  from  potafh  fufed  by 
means  of  a  lamp,  in  glafs  tubes  con¬ 
fined  by  mercury,  and  furnifhed 
with  hermetically  inferted  platina 
wires,  by  which  the  eleCtrical  aCtion 
was  tranfmitted.  But  this  opera¬ 
tion  could  not  he  carried  on  for  any 
condderable  time  ;  the  glafs  was 
rapidly  diffol  ved  by  the  adlion  of  the 
alkali,  and  this  fubdance  foon  pene¬ 
trated  through  the  body  of  the  tube. 

Soda,  when  aCted  upon  in  the 
fame  manner  as  potafh,  exhibited  an 
analogous  refult;  but  the  decompo- 
fition  demanded  greater  intensity 
of  aCtion  in  the  batteries,  or  the  al¬ 
kali  was  required  to  be  in  much 
thinner  and  fmaller  pieces.  With 
the  battery  of  100  of  fix  inches  in 
full  activity,  I  obtained  good  re- 
fults  from  pieces  of  potafh  weigh¬ 
ing  from  40  to  70  grains,  and  of  a 
thicknefs  which  made  the  diftance 
of  the  eleClrified  metallic  furfaces 
nearly  a  quaiter  of  an  inch;  but 
with  a  fimilar  power  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  produce  the  effeCts  of  de- 
compofition  on  pieces  of  foda  of 
more  than  15  or  20  grains  in 
weight,  and  that  only  when  the 
diftance  between  the  wires  was 
about  one-eighth  or  one-tenth  of 
an  inch. 

“  The  fubdance  produced  from 
potafh  remained  duid  at  the  tempe¬ 
rature  of  the  atmofphere  at  the  time 
of  its  produ&ion  ;  that  from  foda, 
which  was  duid  in  the  degree  of 

heat 
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heat  of  the  alkali  during:  its  for. 
tnation,  became  folid  on  cooling, 
and  appeared  having  the  1  uft re  of 
filver. 

“  When  the  power  of  250  was 
ufed,  with  a  very  high  charge  for 
the  decomposition  of  foda,  the  glo¬ 
bules  often  burnt  at  the  moment  of 
their  formation,  and  Sometimes  vio¬ 
lently  exploded  and  Separated  into 
Smaller  globules,  which  flew  with 
great  velocity  through  the  air  in  a 
ftate  of  vivid  combuftion,  produc¬ 
ing  a  beautiful  effect  of  continued 
jets  of  fire. 

“  III.  Theory  of  the  decompojiiion  of 
the  fixed  Alkalies  ;  their  Combo- 
fit  ion  and  Production. 

“As  in  all  decompositions  of 
compound  fubftances  which  I  had 
previoufly  examined,  at  the  fame 
time  that  combuftible  bafes  were 
developed  at  the  negative  Surface  in 
the  electrical  circuit,  oxygene  was 
produced,  and  evolved  or  carried 
into  combination  at  the  pofltive  Sur¬ 
face,  it  was  reafonable  to  conclude 
that  this  fubftance  was  generated  in 
a  Similar  manner  by  the  eleCtrical 
aftion  upon  the  alkalies  ;  and  a 
number  of  experiments  made  above 
mercury,  with  the  apparatus  made 
for  excluding  external  air,  proved 
that  this  was  the  cafe. 

“  When  the  folid  potafh,  or  foda 
in  its  conducing  Hate,  was  included 
in  glafs  tubes  furnifhed  with  elec¬ 
trified  platina  wires,  the  new  fub- 
ftanees  were  generated  at  the  nega¬ 
tive  Surfaces  ;  the  gas  given  out  at 
the  other  Surface  proved  by  the  moil 
delicate  examination  to  be  pure  oxy¬ 
gene;  and  unlefs  an  excefs  of  water 
was  prefen t,  no  gas  was  evolved 
from  the  negative  Surface. 

“  In  the  Synthetical  experi- 
V«l,  L,  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 
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mentis,  a  DerfeCt  coincidence  like- 

T  1 

wife  will  be  found. 

(t  I  mentioned  that  the  metallic 
lull  re  of  the  fubftance  from  potafh 
immediately  became  deftroyed  in 
the  atmofphere,  and  that  a  white 
cruft  formed  upon  it.  This  cruft  I 
Soon  found  to  be  pure  potafh,  which 
immediately  deliquefeed  and  new 
quantities  were  formed,  which  in 
their  turn  attra&ed  moifture  from 
the  atmofphere  till  the  whole  glo¬ 
bule  disappeared,  and  affirmed  the 
form  of  a  Saturated  Solution  of  pot* 
afh. 

“  When  globules  were  placed  in 
appropriate  tubes  containing  com¬ 
mon  air  or  oxygene  gas  confined 
by  mercury,  an  abforption  of  oxy¬ 
gene  took  place  ;  a  cruft  of  alkali 
inftantly  formed  upon  the  globule  ; 
but  from  the  want  of  moifture  for 
its  Solution,  the  procefs  flopped,  the 
interior  being  defended  from  the 
adlion  of  the  ga3. 

“  With  the  fubftance  from  foda, 
the  appearances  and  effedts  were 
analogous. 

“  When  the  fubftances  were 
ftrongly  heated,  confined  in  given 
portions  of  oxygene,  a  rapid  com¬ 
buftion  with  a  brilliant  white  flame 
was  produced,  and  the  metallic 
globules  were  found  converted  in¬ 
to  a  white  and  folid  mafs,  which 
in  the  cafe  of  the  fubftance  from 
the  potafh  was  found  to  be  potafh, 
and  in  the  cafe  of  that  frtfm  foda, 
foda. 

“  Oxygene  gas  was  abforbed  in 
this  operation,  and  nothing  emitted 
which  afFecled  the  purity  of  the  re¬ 
fid  ual  air. 

“  The  alkalies  produced  were 
apparently  dry,  or  at  leaft  contained 
no  more  moifture  than  might  well 
be  conceived  toexill  in  the  oxygene 
Series,  *Oo  gas 
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gas  abforbed  ;  and  their  weights 
confidwably  exceeded  thofe  of  the 
combuftible  matters  confumed. 

i(  The  procefTes  on  which  thefe 
«onclufions  were  founded  will  be 
fully  defcribed  hereafter,  when  the 
minute  details  which  are  neceffary 
will  be  explained,  and  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  oxygene,  and  of  the  refpec- 
tive  inflammable  fubftances  which 
enter  into  union  to  form  the  fixed 
alkalies,  will  be  given. 

It  appears,  then,  that  in  thefe 
faffs  there  is  the  fame  evidence  for 
the  decompofition  of  potafh  and 
foda  into  oxygene  and  two  pecu¬ 
liar  fubftances,  as  there  is  for  the 
decompofition  of  fulphuric  and 
phofphoric  acids  and  the  metallic 
oxides  into  oxygene  and  their  re- 
fpedive  combuftible  bafes, 

i(  In  the  analytical  experiments, 
no  fubftances  capable  of  decompofi¬ 
tion  are  prefent  but  the  alkalies  and 
a  minute  portion  of  moift-ure ;  which 
fee  ms  in  no  other  way  effential  to 
the  refult,  than  in  rendering  them 
conductors  at  the  fur  face  :  lor  the 
new  fubftances  are  not  generated 
till  the  interior,  which  is  dry,  be¬ 
gins  to  be  fufed  ;  they  explode 
when,  in  rifing  through  the  fufed 
alkali,  they  come  in  contad  with 
the  heated  moiftened  furface  ;  they 
cannot  be  produced  from  chryftal- 
lized  alkalies,  which  contain  much 
water  ;  and  the  effed  produced  by 
the  electrization  of  ignited  potafh, 
which  contains  no  fenfible  quantity 
of  water,  confirms  the  opinion  of 
their  formation  independently  of 
the  prefence  of  this  fubftance. 

ci  The  combuftible  bafes  of  the 
fi  xed  alkalies  feein  to  be  repelled  as 
other  combuftible  fubftances,  by 
pofitively  eleCfrified  furfaces,  and 
attracted  by  negatively  cleCtrifted 
furfaces,  and  the  oxygene  follows 


the  contrary  order;  or  the  oxygene1 
being  naturally  poiTffted  of  the  nc» 
gative  energy,  and  the  bafes  of  the 
pofitive,  do  not  remain  in  combina¬ 
tion  when  either  of  them  is  brought 
into  an  eledrical  ftate  oppofite  t© 
its  natural  one.  In  the  fyn  thefts, 
on  the  contrary,  the  natural  ener¬ 
gies  or  attradions  come  in  equili¬ 
brium  with  each  other  ;  and  when 
thefe  are  in  a  low  ftate  at  common 
temperatures,  a  flow  combination 
is  efFeded  ;  but  when  they  are  ex¬ 
alted  by  heat,  a  rapid  union  is  the 
refult  ;  and  as  in  other  like  cafes 
with  the  produdion  of  fire.  A 
number  of  circumftances  relating 
to  the  agencies  of  the  bafes  of  the 
alkalies  will  be  immediately  ftated, 
and  will  be  found  to  offer  confir¬ 
mations  of  thefe  general  conclufionse 

(S  I  V  .  On  the  Properties  and  Nature 
of  the  Bafs  of  Pot  ajh. 

((  After  I  had  deteded  thebafes 
of  the  fixed  alkalies,  I  had  confi- 
derable  difficulty  to  preferve  and 
confine  them  fo  as  to  examine  their 
properties,  and  fubmit  them  to  ex¬ 
periments  ;  for,  like  the  alkahefs 
imagined  by  the  alchemifts,  they 
aded  more  or  lefs  upon  almoft 
every  body  to  which  they  were 
ex  poled. 

“  The  fluid  fubftance  amongft 
all  thofe  I  have  tried,  on  which  I 
find  they  have  leaf!  effed,  is  re¬ 
cently  cl  iff  ii  led  naphtha. — In  this 
material,  when  excluded  from  the 
air,  they  remain  for  many  days 
without  confiderably  changing,  and 
their  phyficai  properties  may  be 
eafily  examined  in  the  atmofphere 
when  they  are  covered  by  a  thin 
film  of  it. 

s(  The  bafts  cf  potafh  at  6o°  Fah¬ 
renheit,  the  temperature  in  which  i 
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Srft  examined  it,  appeared,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  in  fmall 
globules  poflefling  the  metallic  luf- 
tre,  opacity,  and  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  mercury;  fo  that  when  a 
globule  of  mercury  was  placed  near 
a  globule  of  the  peculiar  fubftance, 
it  was  not  pofiible  to  detect  a  dif¬ 
ference  by  the  eye. 

“  At  6 o°  Fahrenheit  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  only  imperfe&ly  fluid,  for  it 
does  not  readily  run  into  a  globule 
when  its  fhape  is  altered  ;  at  70°  it 
becomes  more  fluid  ;  and  at  ioo°  its 
fluidity  is  perfedf,  fo  that  different 
globules  may  be  eafily  made  to  run 
into  one.  At  50°  Fahrenheit  it 
becomes  a  foft  and  malleable  folid, 
which  has  the  luftre  of  polifhed 
filver  ;  and  at  about  the  freezing 
point  of  water  it  becomes  harder 
and  brittle,  and,  when  broken  in 
fragments,  exhibits  a  chryfiallized 
texture,  which  in  the  microfcope 
feems  compofed  of  beautiful  facets 
of  a  perfect,  whitenefs  and  high  me¬ 
tallic  fplendour. 

f<  To  be  converted  into  vapour, 
it  requires  a  temperature  approach¬ 
ing  that  of  the  red  heat :  and  when 
the  experiment  is  conducted  under 
proper  circumftances,  it  is  found  un¬ 
altered  after  diftillation. 

i(  It  is  a  perfect  conductor  of 
ele&ricity.  When  a  fpark  from 
the  Voltaic  battery  of  100  of  fix 
inches  is  taken  upon  a  large  glo¬ 
bule  in  the  atmofphere,  the  light  is 
green,  and  combuftion  takes  place 
at  the  point  of  contadf  only.  When 
a  fmall  globule  is  ufed,  it  is  com¬ 
pletely  diflipated  with  explofion, 
accompanied  by  a  molt  vivid  flame, 
into  alkaline  fumes. 

“  Ir  is  an  excellent  conductor 
©f  hear. 

“  Refembling  the  metals  in  all 
shefe  fenfible  properties,  it. is,  how¬ 
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ever,  remarkably  different  from  an y 
of  them  in  fpecific  gravity  ;  I 
found  that  it  rofe  to  the  furface  of 
naphtha  diflilled  from  petroleum, 
and  of  which  the  fpecific  gravity 
was  861,  and  it  did  not  fink  in 
double  diflilled  naphtha,  the  fpecific 
gravity  of  which  was  about  770, 
that  of  water  being  confidered  as 
1.  The  fmall  quantities  in  which 
it  is  produced  by  the  higheft  elec¬ 
trical  powers,  rendered  it  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  determine  this  quality 
with  minute  precilion.  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  gain  approximations  On 
the  fubjedt  by  comparing  the 
weights  of  perfedlly  equal  globules 
of  the  bafis  of  potafh  and  mercury. 
I  ufed  the  very  delicate  balance  of 
the  Royal  Inflitution,  which,  when 
loaded  with  the  quantity  I  employ¬ 
ed,  and  of  which  the  mercury  never 
exceeded  ten  grains,  is  fenfible  at 
leaft  to  the  ^00  a  grain.  Tak¬ 
ing  the  mean  of  four  experiments, 
conduced  with  great  care,  its  fpe¬ 
cific  gravity  at  62°  Fahrenheit,  is 
to  that  of  mercury  as  10  to  223, 
which  gives  a  proportion  to  that  of 
water  nearly  as  6  to  10  ;  fo  that  it 
is  the  lighted  fluid  body  known. 
In  its  folid  form  it  is  a  little 
heavier,  but  even  in  this  date  when 
cooled  ro  430  Fahrenheit,  it  fwims 
in  the  double  diflilled  naphtha. 

“  The  chemical  relations  of  the. 
bafis  of  potafh  are  ftill  more  extra¬ 
ordinary  than  its  phyfical  ones. 

i(  I  have  already  mentioned  its 
alkalization  and  combuflion  in  oxy~ 
gene  gas. — It  combines  with  oxv- 
gene  ilowly  and  without  flame  at 
all  temperatures  that  I  have  tried 
below  that  of  its  vaporization.— 
But  at  this  temperature  combuflioa 
takes  place,  and  the  light  is  of  a 
brilliant  whitenefs,  and  the  heat 
invenfe.  When  heated  (lowly  in  ft 
*  O  9  2  quantity 
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quantity  of  oxygene  gas  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  its  complete  converfion 
into  potafh,  and  at  a  temperature 
inadequate  to  its  inflammation,  400° 
Fahrenheit,  for  inftance,  its  tint 
changes  to  that  of  a  red  brown,  and 

O  m 

when  the  heat  is  withdrawn,  all  the 
oxygene  is  found  to  be  abforbed, 
and  a  folid  is  formed  of  a  greyifh 
colour,  which  partly  confifts  of 
potafh,  and  partly  of  a  bafis  of  pot¬ 
afh  in  a  lower  degree  of  oxygena¬ 
tion, — and  which  becomes  potafh 
by  being  expofed  to  water,  or  by 
being  again  heated  in  frefh  quan¬ 
tities  of  air. 

i(  The  fubflance  confiding  of 
the  bafis  of  potafh  combined  with 
an  under  proportion  of  oxygene, 
may  like  wife  be  formed  by  fufing 
dry  potafh  and  its  bafis  together 
under  proper  circumflances. — The 
bafis  rapidly  lofes  its  metallic 
fplendour  ;  the  two  fubftances  unite 
into  a  compound,  of  a  red  brown 
colour  when  fluid,  and  of  a  dark 
grey  hue  when  folid  ;  and  this 
compound  foon  abforbs  its  full  pro¬ 
portion  of  oxygene  when  expofed 
to  the  air,  and  is  wholly  converted 
into  potafh. 

And  the  fame  body  is  often 
formed  in  the  analytical  experi¬ 
ments  when  the  action  of  the  elec¬ 
tricity  is  intenfe,  and  the  potafh 
much  heated. 

(t  The  bafis  of  potafh  when  in¬ 
troduced  into  oxymuriatic  acid  gas 
burns  fpontaneoufly  with  a  bright 
red  light,  and  a  white  fait,  proving 
to  be  muriate  of  potafh,  is  formed. 

“  When  a  globule  is  heated  in 
hydrogene  at  a  degree  below  its 
point  of  vaporization,  it  feems  to 
diffolve  in  it,  for  the  globule  dimi- 
nifhes  in  volume,  and  the  gas  ex¬ 
plodes  with  alkaline  fumes  and 
bright  light,  when  fu  fife  red  to  pafs 


into  the  air;  but  by  cooling,  this 
fpontaneous  detonating  property  is 
deftroyed,  and  the  bafis  is  either 
wholly  or  principally  depofited. 

(!  The  addon  of  the  bafis  of  pot¬ 
afh  on  water  expofed  to  the  atmo- 
fphereis  conneded  with  fome  beau¬ 
tiful  phenomena.  When  it  is 
thrown  upon  water,  or  when  it  is 
brought  into  contad  with  a  drop 
of  water  at  common  temperatures, 
it  decompofes  it  with  great  vio¬ 
lence,  an  inftantaneous  explofion 
is  produced  with  brilliant  flame, 
and  a  folution  of  pure  potafh  is  the 
reful  t. 

“  In  experiments  of  this  kind, 
an  appearance  often  occurs  fimilar 
to  that  produced  by  the  combuftion 
of  phofphuretted  hydrogene  ;  a* 
white  ring  of  fmoke,  which  gradu¬ 
ally  extends  as  it  rifes  into  the  air. 

ie  When  water  is  made  to  ad 
upon  the  bafis  of  potafh  out  of  the 
contad  of  air,  and  preferved  by 
means  of  a  glafs  tube  under  naph¬ 
tha,  the  decompofition  is  violent ; 
and  there  is  much  heat  and  noife? 
but  no  luminous  appearance,  and 
the  gas  evolved,  when  examined 
in  the  mercurial  or  water  pneuma¬ 
tic  apparatus,  is  found  to  be  pure 
hydrogene. 

“  When  a  globule  of  the  bafis  o % 
potafh  is  placed  upon  ice,  it  inftant- 
ly  burns  with  a  bright  flame,  and 
a  deep  hole  is  made  in  the  ice, 
which  is  found  to  contain  a  folution 
of  potafh. 

“  The  theory  of  the  adion  of 
the  bails  of  potafh  upon  water  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  atmofphere,  though 
complicated  changes  occur,  is  far 
from  being  obfeure.  The  pheno¬ 
mena  feem  to  depend  on  the  ifrong 
attradions  of  the  bafis  for  oxygene 
and  of  the  potafh  formed  for  water. 
The  heat,  which  arifes  from  two 

cairfes. 
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caufes,  decompofition  and  combina¬ 
tion,  is  fufficiently  intenfe  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  inflammation.  Water  is 
a  bad  conductor  of  heat  ;  the  glo¬ 
bule  fwims  expofed  to  air  ;  a  part 
of  it,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to 
believe.,  is  diffolved  by  the  heated 
nafcent  hydrogene  ;  and  this  fub¬ 
ftance  being  capable  of  fpontaneous 
inflammation,  explodes  and  commu¬ 
nicates  the  effeCd  of  combuftion  to 
any  of  the  bafls  that  may  be  yet 
uncombined. 

“  When  a  globule  confined  out 
of  the  contact  of  air  is  atfted  upon 
by  water,  the  theory  of  decompo- 
fition  is  very  fimple,  the  heat  pro¬ 
duced  is  rapidly  carried  off,  fo  that 
there  is  no  ignition  ;  and  a  high 
temperature  being  requifue  for  the 
folution  of  the  bafis  in  hydrogene, 
this  combination  probably  does  not 
take  place,  or  at  leak  it  can  have  a 
momentary  exiftence  only. 

((  The  production  of  alkali  in  the 
decompofition  of  water  by  the  bafis 
of  potafh  is  demonflrated  in  a  very 
fimple  and  fiatisfaikory  manner  by 
dropping  a  globule  of  it  upon  moif- 
tened  paper  tinged  with  turmeric. 
At  the  moment  that  the  globule 
comes  into  contact  with  the  water, 
it  burns,  and  moves  rapidly  on  the 
paper,  as  if  in  fearch  of  moifture, 
leaving  behind  it  a  deep  reddifh 
brown  trace,  and  acting  upon  the 
paper  precifely  as  dry  cauftic  pot¬ 
afh. 

“  So  flrong  is  the  attraction  of 
the  bafis  of  potafh  for  oxy gene,  and 
fo  great  the  energy  of  its  aCtion 
upon  water,  that  it  difcovers  and 
decompofes  the  fmall  quantities  of 
water  contained  in  alcohol  and 
ether,  even  when  they  are  carefully 
purified. 

i(  In  ether  this  decompofition  is 
c  nncCted  with  an  infliuClive  refult. 


Potafh  is  infoluble  in  this  fluid; 
and  when  the  bafls  of  potafh  is 
thrown  into  it,  oxygene  is  furnifti- 
ed  to  it,  and  hydrogene  gas  difen- 
gaged,  and  the  alkali,  as  it  forms, 
renders  the  ether  white  and  turbid. 

“  In  both  thefe  inflammable 
compounds  the  energy  of  its  action 
is  proportional  to  the  quantity  of 
water  they  contain,  and  hydrogene 
and  pot  a  111  are  the  con  ft  ant  re¬ 
fult. 

The  bafis  of  potafh,  when 
thrown  into  folutions  of  the  mine¬ 
ral  acids,  inflames  and  burns  on 
the  furface.  When  it  is  plunged 
by  proper  means  beneath  the  fur- 
face  enveloped  in  potafh, furrounded 
by  naphtha,  it  aCts  upon  the  oxy¬ 
gene  with  the  greateft  intenfity, 
and  all  its  effects  are  fuch  as  may  be 
explained  from  its  ftrong  affinity  for 
this  fubftance.  In  fulphuric  acid  a 
white  faline  fubftance  with  a  yellow 
coating,  which  is  probably  fulphate 
of  potafh  furrounded1  by  fulpbur, 
and  a  gas  which  has  the  fmell  of 
ftflphureous  acid,  and  which  proba¬ 
bly  is  a  mixture  of  that  fubftance 
with  hydrogene  gas,  are  formed. 
In  nitrous  acid,  nitrous  gas  is 
difengaged,  and  nitrate  of  potafh 
formed. 

“  The  bafis  of  potafh  readily 
combines  with  the  fimple  inflam¬ 
mable  folids,  and  with  the  metals  ; 
with  phofphorus  and  fulphur,  it 
forms  compounds  fimilar  to  the  me¬ 
tallic  phofphurets  and  fulphurets. 

u  When  it  is  brought  in  contaiff 
with  a  piece  of  phofphorus,  and 
prefled  upon,  there  is  a  confiderabie 
aCtion  :  they  become  fluid  toge¬ 
ther,  burn,  and  produce  phofphare 
of  potafh.  When  the  experiment 
is  made  under  naphtha,  their  com¬ 
bination  takes  place  without  the 
liberation  of  any  elaftic  matter, 

and 
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and  they  form  a  compound  which 
has  a  confiderabiy  higher  point  of 
fufion  than  its  two  conflituents, 
and  which  remains  a  foft  folid  in. 
boiling  naphtha.  In  its  appearance 
it  perfectly  agrees  with  a  metallic 
phofphuret ;  it  is  of  the  colour  of 
lead,  and  when  fpread  out,  has  a 
luftre  fimilar  to  polifhed  lead. 
When  expofed  to  air  at  common 
temperatures,  it  llowly  combines 
with  oxygene,  and  becomes  phof- 
phate  of  potafh.  When  heated 
upon  a  plate  of  platina,  fumes  ex¬ 
hale  from  it,  and  it  does  not  burn 
till  it  attains  the  temperature  of 
the  rapid  combuftion  of  the  bafis  of 
potafli. 

u  When  the  balls  of  potafh  is 
brought  in  contact  with  fulphur  in 
fufion,  in  tubes  filled  with  the  va¬ 
pour  of  naphtha,  they  combine  ra¬ 
pidly  with  the  evolution  of  heat 
and  light,  and  a  grey  fubftance,  in 
appearance  like  artificial  fulphuret 
of  iron,  is  formed,  which,  if  kept 
in  fufion,  rapidly  diflblves  the  glafs, 
and  becomes  bright  brown.  When 
this  experiment  is  made  in  a  glafs 
tube  hermetically  fealed,  no  gas 
is  liberated  if  the  tube  is  opened 
tinder  mercury  ;  but  when  it  is 
made  in  a  tube  conneded  with  a 
.mercurial  apparatus,  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tify  of  fulphuretted  hydrogene  is 
evolved,  fo  that  the  phenomena  are 
fimilar  to  thofe  produced  by  the 
union  of  fulphur  with  the  metals  in 
which  fulphuretted  hydrogene  is 
likewife  difen  gaged,  except  that 
the  ignition  is  ilroqger.  When  the 
union  is  die  died  in  the  atmofphere, 
a  great  inflammation  takes  place, 
and  fulphuret  of  potafh  is  formed. 
The  fulphuretted bafis  likewife  gra¬ 
dually  becomes  oxygenated  by  ex. 
j'-ofure  to  the  air,  and  is  finally  cen¬ 
ter  ted.  into  fulphate. 


u  The  new  fubftance  produces 
fome  extraordinary  and  beautiful 
refults  with  mercury.  When  one 
part  of  it  is  added  to  8  or  io  parts 
of  mercury  in  volume  at  6o°  Fah¬ 
renheit,  they  inftantly  unite  and 
form  a  fubftance  exadily  like  mer¬ 
cury  in  colour,  but  which  feems  to 
have  lefs  coherence,  for  fmall  por¬ 
tions  of  it  appear  as  flattened  fpheres„ 
When  a  globule  is  made  to  touch  a 
globule  of  mercury  about  twice  as 
large,  they  combine  with  confide- 
rable  heat ;  the  compound  is  fluid 
at  the  temperature  of  its  formation  % 
but  when  cool  it  appears  as  a  folid 
metal,  fimilar  in  colour  to  filver. 
If  the  quantity  of  the  bans  of  pot¬ 
afh  is  flill  farther  increafed,  foas  to 
be  about  ^th  the  weight  of  the 
mercury,  the  amalgam  increafes  in 
hardnefs,  and  becomes  brittle.  The 
folid  amalgam,  in  which  the  bafis 
is  in  the  final  left  proportion,  feems 
to  confift  of  about  i  part  in  weight 
of  bafis,  and  70  parts  of  mercury, 
and  is  very  foft  and  malleable. 

“  When  thefe  compounds  are 
expofed  to  air,  they  rapidly  abforb 
oxygene  ;  potafh  which  deliquefees 
is  formed,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  mercury  is  found  pure  and  un¬ 
altered. 

“  When  a  globule  of  the  amal¬ 
gam  is  thrown  into  water,  it  rapidly 
decompofes  it  with  a  hifling  noife  ; 
potafh  is  formed,  pure  hydrogene 
difengaged,  and  the  mercury  re¬ 
mains  free. 

u  The  fluid  amalgam  of  mercury 


and  this  fubflance  diffolves  all  the 
metals  I  have  expofed  to  it ;  and  in 
this  ftate  of  union,  mercury  ads  on 
iron  and  platina. 

“  When  the  bafis  of  potafh  is 
heated  with  gold,  or  filver,  or  cop¬ 
per,  in  a  clofe  vcffel  of  pure  glafs, 
it  rapidly  ads  upon  them  ;  and 

when 
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when  the  compounds  are  thrown  in¬ 
fo  water,  this  fluid  is  decompofed, 
potafh  formed,  and  the  metals  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  feparated  unaltered. 

“  The  bafis  of  potafh  combines 
with  fufible  metal,  and  forms  an 
alloy  with  it,  which  has  a  higher 
point  of  fuflon  than  the  fufible 
metal. 

<f  The  action  of  the  bafls  of  pot¬ 
afh  upon  the  inflammable  oily  com¬ 
pound  bodies,  confirms  the  other 
facts  of  the  ftrength  of  its  attrac¬ 
tion  for  oxygene. 

(<  On  naphtha  colourlefs  and  re¬ 
cently  diftilled,  I  have  already 
faid,  it  has  very  little  power  of 
action  ;  but  in  naphtha  that  has 
been  expofed  to  the  air  it  foon  ox¬ 
idates,  and  alkali  is  formed,  which 
unites  with  the  naphtha  into  a 
brown  foap  that  colleds  round  the 
globule. 

u  On  the  concrete  oils  (tallow, 
fpermaceti,  way,  for  inftance), 
when  heated,  it  ads  flowly,  coaly 
matter  is  depofited,  a  little  gas  is 
evolved,  ana  a  foap  is  formed  ;  but 
in  thefe  cafes  it  is  neceflary  that  a 
large  quantity  of  the  oil  be  em¬ 
ployed.  On  the  fluid  fixed  oils  it 
produces  .the  fame  efFeds,  but  more 
flowly. 

“  By  heat  likewife  it  rapidly  de- 
compofes  the  volatile  oils  ;  alkali 
is  formed,  a  fmall  quantity  of  gas  is 
evolved,  and  charcoal  is  depofited. 

C(  When  the  bafls  of  potafh  is 
thrown  into  camphor  in  fuflon,  the 
camphor  foon  becomes  blackened, 
no  gas  is  liberated  in  the  procefs 
of  decompofltion,  and  a  faponace- 
ous  compound  is  formed  ;  which 
feems  to  (hew  that  camphor  contains 
more  oxygene  than  the  volatile  oils. 

({  The  bafls  of  potafh  readily  re¬ 
duces  metallic  oxides  when  heated 
jn  contaif  with  them,  When  a 
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fmall  quantity  of  the  oxide  of  iron 
was  heated  with  it,  to  a  tempera¬ 
ture  approaching  its  point  of  diftil- 
lation,  there  was  a  vivid  adion  ; 
alkali  and  grey  metallic  particles, 
which  diffolved  with  eiTervefcence 
in  muriatic  acid,  appeared.  The 
oxides  of  lead  and  the  oxides  of  tin 
were  revived  ftill  more  rapidly  ; 
and  when  the  bafls  of  potafh  was  in 
excefs,  an  alloy  was  formed  with 
the  revived  metal. 

(i  In  confequence  of  this  property, 
the  bafls  of  potafh  readily  decom- 
pofes  flint  glafs  and  green  glafs, 
by  a  gentle  heat  ;  alkali  is  imme¬ 
diately  formed  by  oxygene  from  the 
oxides  which  difl’olves  the  glafs, 
and  a  new  furface  is  foon  expofed 
to  the  agent. 

At  a  red  heat,  even  thepureft 
glafs  is  altered  by  the  bafls  of  pot¬ 
afh  r  the  oxygene  in  the  alkali  of 
the  glafs  feems  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  two  bafes,  the  bafls  of 
potafh  and  the  alkaline  bafls  in  the 
glafs,  and  oxides,  in  the  firfl:  degree 
of  oxygenation,  are  the  refill t. 
When  the  bafls  of  potafh  is  heated 
in  tubes  made  of  plate  glafs  filled 
with  the  vapour  of  naphtha,  it  firfl: 
ads  upon  the  fmall  quantity  of  the 
oxides  of  cobalt  and  manganefe  in 
the  interior  furface  of  the  glafs, 
and  a  portion  of  alkali  is  formed. 
As  the  heat  approaches  to  rednefs, 
it:  begins  to  rife  in  vapour,  and  con- 
denfes  in  the  colder  parts  of  the 
tube  ;  but  at  tfle  point  where  the 
heat  is  ftrongeft,  a  part  of  the  va¬ 
pour  feems  to  penetrate  the  glafs, 
rendering  it  of  a  deep  r.ed  brown 
colour ;  and  by  repeatedly  didd¬ 
ling  and  heating  the  fubftance  in  a 
clofe  tube  of  this  kind,  it  finally 
lofes  its  metallic  form,  and  a  thick 
brown  crufi,  which  flowly  decom- 
pofes  w.iiter,  and-  which  combines- 

with 
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with  oxygene,  when  expcfed  to  air 
forming  alkali,  lines  the  interior  of 
the  tube,  and  in  many  parts  is 
found  penetrating  through  its  fub- 
ftance. 

“  In  my  firft  experiments  on  the 
diftillation  of  ?he  bafis  of  potafh,  I 
had  great  difficulty  in  accounting 
for  thefe  phenomena  ;  but  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fubftance  it  forms  in  its 
firft  degree  of  union  with  oxygene, 
afforded  a  fatisfadtory  explanation, 

«  V,  On  the  Properties  and  Nature 
of  the  Bafs  of  Soda . 

“  The  balls  of  foda,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  is  a  folid  at  com¬ 
mon  temperatures.  It  is  while, 
opaque,  and  when  examined  under 
a  film  of  naphtha,  has  the  luftre  and 
general  appearance  of  lilver.  It  is 
exceedingly  malleable,  and  is  much 
fofter  than  any  of  the  common  me¬ 
tallic  fubftances.  When  preffed 
upon  by  a  piatina  blade,  with  a 
fmall  force,  it  fpreads  into  thin 
leaves,  and  a  globule  of  the  -—thor 
-^th  of  an  inch  in  diameter  is  eafily 
fpread  over  a  furface  of  a  quarter  of 
an  inch,  and  this  property  does  not 
diminifh  when  it  is  cooled  to  320 
Fahrenheit. 

it  conducts  electricity  and  heat 
in  a  fimilar  manner  to  the  bails  of 
polaffi  ;  and  fmall  globules  of  it  in¬ 
flame  by  the  voltaic  eledtrical  fpark, 
and  burn  with  bright  explofions. 

“Its  fpecific  gravity  is  lefs  than 
that  of  water,  it  fwims  in  oil  of 
faffafras,  of  1.096,  water  being  1, 
and  finks  in  naphtha  of  fpecific  gra¬ 
vity  ,16 1.  This  circumflaiice  en¬ 
abled  me  to  afcertain  the  point  with 
precifion.  I  mixed  together  oil  of 
faffafras  and  naphtha,  which  com¬ 
bine  very  perfectly,  obferving  the 
proportions,  till  I  had  compofed  a 


fluid,  in  which  it  remained  at  reff 
above  or  below  :  and  this  fluid  con¬ 
fided  of  nearly  twelve  parts  naph¬ 
tha,  and  five  of  oil  of  faffafras, 
which  gives  a  fpecific  gravity  to 
that  of  water,  nearly  as  nine  to 
ten,  or  more  accurately  as  .9348 
to  1. 

“  The  bafls  of  foda  has  a  much 
higher  point  of  fufion  than  the  bafis 
of  potafh ;  its  parts  begin  to  lofe 
their  coheflon  at  about  120°  Fah¬ 
renheit,  and  it  is  a  perfeCI  fluid  at 
about  i8o°s  fo  that  it  readily  fufes 
under  boiling  naphtha. 

“  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  af¬ 
certain  at  what  degree  of  heat  it  is 
volatile  ,  but  it  remains  fixed  in  a 
ftate  of  ignition  at  the  point  of  fu¬ 
fion  of  plate  glafs. 

“  The  chemical  phenomena  pro* 
duced  by  the  bafis  of  foda,  are  ana¬ 
logous  to  thofe  produced,  by  the 
bafis  of  potafh  ;  but  withfuch  cha- 
raCleriftic  differences  as  might  be 
well  expeCled. 

“  When  the  bafis  of  foda  is  ex- 
poled  to  the  atmofphere,  it  imme¬ 
diately  tarnifhes,  and  'by  degrees 
becomes  covered  with  a  white  cruft, 
which  deliquefces  much  more  flowly 
than  the  fubftan.ee  which  forms 
on  the  bafis  of  potafh.  It  proves, 
on  minute  examination,  to  be  pure 
foda. 

“  The  bafis  of  foda  combines 
with  oxygene  flowly,  and  without 
luminous  appearance  at  all  common 
temperatures  ;  and  when  heated, 
this  combination  becomes  more  ra¬ 
pid  ;  but  no  light  is  emitted  till  it 
has  acquired  a  temperature  nearly 
that  of  ignition. 

“  The  flame  that  it  produces  in 
oxygene  gas  is  white,  and  it  fends 
forth  bright  fparks,  occafioning  a 
very  beautiful  effecl  ;  in  common 
air,  it  burns  with  light  of  the  co- 
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lour  of  that  produced  during  the 
combuftion  of  charcoal,  but  much 
brighter. 

4 4  The  balls  of  foda  when  heat¬ 
ed  in  hydrogene,  feerned  to  have 
no  action  upon  it.  When  intro¬ 
duced  into  oxymuriatic  acid  gas,  it 
burnt  vividly  with  numerous  fcin- 
tillations  of  a  bright  red  colour. 
Saline  matter  was  formed  in  this 
combuftion,  which,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  proved  to  be  muriate 
of  foda. 

44  Its  operation  upon  water  offers 
moft  fatisfaftory  evidence  of  its 
nature.  When  thrown  upon  this 
fluid,  it  produces  a  violent  effervef- 
cence,  with  a  loud  hiding-  noife  ; 
it  combines  with  the  oxygene  of 
the  water  t-o  form  foda,  which  is 
diffolved,  and  its  hydrogene  isdif- 
engaged.  In  this  operation  there 
is  no  luminous  appearance  ;  and  it 
feems  probable  that  even  in  the 
nafcent  ftate  hydrogene  is  incapa- 
pable  of  combining  with  it. 

44  When  the  bafis  of  foda  is 
thrown  into. hot  water,  the  decom- 
pofition  is  more  violent,  and  in  this 
cafe  a  few  fcintillations  are  gene¬ 
rally  obferved  at  the  furface  of  the 
fluid  ;  but  this  is  owing  to  lmall  par¬ 
ticles  of  the  bafis,  which  are  thrown 
out  of  the  water  fufficientlv  heated, 
to  burn  in  palling  through  the  at- 
mofphere.  When,  however,  a  glo¬ 
bule  is  brought  in  contaft:  with  a 
fmall  particle  of  water,  or  with 
moiftened  paper,  the  heat  produced 
(there  being  no  medium  to  carry  it 
off  rapidly)  is  ufualiy  fufticient  for 
the  accenfion  of  the  bafis. 

44  The  bafis  of  foda- aft s  upon 
alcohol  and  ether  precifely  in  a  fl- 
nailar  manner  with  the  bafis  of  pot- 
afh.  The  water  that  they  contain 
is  decompofed ;  foda  is  rapidly 
formed,  and  hydrogene  difengaged. 


44  The  bafis  of  foda,  when  thrown 
upon  the  ftrong  acids,  afts  upon 
them  with  great  energy.  When 
nitrous  acid  is  employed,  a  vivid 
inflammation  is  produced  ;  with 
muriatic  and  fulphuric  acid,  there 
is  much  heat  generated,  but  no 
light. 

44  When  plunged,  by  proper 
means,  beneath  the  furface  of  the 
acids,  it  is  rapidly  oxygenated  ; 
foda  is  produced,  and  the  other 
edufts  are  fimilar  to  thofe  sene- 
rated  by  the  aftion  of  the  bafis  of 
potafh. 

44  With  refpeft  to  the  fixed  and 
volatile  oils  and  naphtha  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  dates,  there  is  a  perfeft  coin¬ 
cidence  between  the  effefts  of  the 
two  new  fubftances,  except  in  the 
difference  of  the  appearances  of  the 
faponaceous  compounds  formed  : 
thofe  produced  by  the  oxydafion 
and  combination  of  the  bafis  of  foda 
being  of  a  darker  colour,  and  appa¬ 
rently  lefs  foluble. 

44  The  bafis  of  foda,  in  its  degrees 
of  oxydation,  has  precifely  ftmilar 
habits  with  the  bafis  of  potafh. 

44  When  it  is  fufed  with  dry  foda, 
in  certain  quantities,  there  is  a  di- 
vifion  of  oxygene  between  the  al¬ 
kali  and  the  bafe  ;  and  a  deep  brown 
fluid  is  produced,  which  becomes  a 
dark  grey  folid  on  cooling,  and 
which  attrafts  oxygene  from  the 
air,  or  which  decompofes  water,  and 
becomes  foda. 

44  The  fame  body  is  often  form¬ 
ed  in  the  analytical  proccffes  of  de- 
compofition,  and  it  is  generated 
when  the  bafis  of  foda  is  fufed  in 
tubes  of  the  pureft  plate  glafs. 

44  There  is  fcarcely  any  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  vifible  phenomena  of 
the  agencies  of  the  bafis  of  foda, 
and  that  of  potafh  on  fuiphur,  phof- 
phofus,  and  the  metals. 

44  It 
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$(  It  combines  with  fulphur  in 
clofe  veffels  filled  with  the  vapour 
of  naphtha  with  great  vividnefs, 
with  light,  hear,  and  often  with 
expiofion  from  the  vaporization  of 
a  portion  of  fulphur,  and  the  difen- 
gagement  of  fulphuretted  hydro¬ 
gene  gas.  The  fulphuretted  balls 
of  foda  is  of  a  deep  grey  colour. 

“  The  phofphuret  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  lead,  and  forms  phof- 
phate  of  foda  by  expofure  to  air,  or 
by  combuftion. 

t(  The  bafis  of  foda  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  ^Iu,  renders  mercury  a  fixed 
folid  of  the  colour  of  filver,  and  the 
combination  is  attended  with  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  heat, 

*'4  It  makes  an  alloy  with  tin, 
without  changing  its  colour,  and  it 
adfs  upon  lead  and  gold  when  heat¬ 
ed.  I  have  not  examined  its  habi¬ 
tudes  with  any  other  metals,  but  in 
its  (late  of  alloy,  it  is  foon  convert¬ 
ed  into  foda  by  expofure  to  air,  or 
by  the  action  of  water,  which  it 
decompofes  with  the  evolution  of 
hydrogene, 

i(  The  amalgam  of  mercury  and 
the  bafis  of  foda,  feems  to  form  tri¬ 
ple  compounds  with  other  metals. 

I  have  tried  iron  and  platina,  which 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  remain  in 
combination  with  the  mercury, 
when  it  is  deprived  of  the  new  fub- 
ftance  by  expofure  to  air. 

(i  The  amalgam  of  the  bafis  of 
foda  and  mercury  likewife  combines 
with  fulphur,  and  forms  a  triple 
compound  of  a  dark  grey  colour, 

u  VI.  On  the  Proportions  of  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Bafes  and  Oxjgene  in  Pot- 
ajh  and  Soda . 

i(  The  facility  of  combuftion  of 
the  bafis  of  the  alkalies,  and  the 
readin-efs  with  which  they  decora- 


pofed  water,  offered  means  fully 
adequate  for  determining  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  their  ponderable  confti- 
tuent  parts. 

(i  1  fhall  mention  the  general 
methods  of  the  experiments,  and 
the  refults  obtained  by  the  different 
feries,  which  approach  as  near  to 
each  other  as  can  be  expeded  in 
operations  performed  on  fuch  fmali 
quantities  of  materials. 

i(  For  the  procefs  in  oxygene 
gas,  I  employed  glafs  tubes  con¬ 
taining  fmali  trays  made  of  thin 
leaves  of  filver,  or  other  noble  me¬ 
tals,  on  which  the  fubftance  to  be 
burnt,  after  being  accurately  weigh¬ 
ed  or  compared  with  a  globule  of 
mercury  equal  in  fize,  was  placed  : 
the  tube  was  fmali  at  one  end,  curv¬ 
ed,  and  brought  to  a  fine  point,  but 
fuffered  to  remain  open  ;  and  the 
other  end  was  fitted  to  a  tube  com¬ 
municating  with  a  gazometer,  from 
which  the  oxygene  gas  was  intro¬ 
duced,  for  neither  water  nor  mer¬ 
cury  could  be  ufed  for  filling  the 
apparatus.  The  oxygene  gas  was 
carried  through  the  tube  till  it  was 
found  that  the  whole  of  the  com¬ 
mon  air  was  expelled.  The  degree 
of  its  purity  was  afcertained  by 
fuffering  a  fmali  quantity  to  pafs 
into  the  mercurial  apparatus.  The 
lower  orifice  was  then  hermetically 
fealed  by  a  fpirit  lamp,  and  the 
upper  part  drawn  out  and  finally 
clofed,  when  the  aperture  was  fo 
fmali,  as  to  render  the  temperature 
employed  incapable  of  materially 
influencing  the  volume  of  the  gas  ; 
and  when  the  whole  arrangement 
was  made,  the  combination  was 
effe&ed  by  applying  heat  to  the 
glafs  in  contact  with  the  metallic 
tiny. 

**  In  performing  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  many  difficulties  occurred- 

.When 
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When  the  flame  of  the  lamp  was 
immediately  brought  to  play  upon 
the  glafs,  the  combuftion  was  very 
vivid,  fo  as  fometimes  to  break  the 
tube  ;  and  the  alkali  generated  part¬ 
ly  rofe  in  white  fumes,  which  were 
depoflted  upon  the  glafs. 

“  When  the  temperature  was 
flowly  raifed,  the  bafis  of  the  alka¬ 
lies  acted  upon  the  metallic  tray, 
and  formed  alloys,  and  in  this  Hate 
it  was  very  difficult  to  combine 
them  with  their  full  proportion  of 
oxygene  ;  and  glafs  alone  could 
not  be  employed,  on  account  of  its 
decompofition  by  the  alkaline 
bafes ;  and  porcelain  is  fo  bad  a 
conductor  of  heat,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  to  raife  it  to  the  point  re¬ 
quired  for  the  procefs,  without  fof  t- 
ening  the  glafs. 

“  In  ali  cafes  the  globules  of  the 
alkaline  bafes  were  carefully  freed 
from  naphtha  before  they  were  in¬ 
troduced  ;  of  courfe  a  flight  cruft 
of  alkali  was  formed  before  the 
combuftion,  but  this  could  not  ma¬ 
terially  affeCt  the  refult ;  and  when 
fuch  a  precaution  was  not  ufed,  an 
explofion  generally  took  place  from 
the  vaporization  and  decompofition 
of  the  film  of  naphtha  furrounding 
the  globule. 

“  After  the  combuftion,  the^b- 
forption  of  gas  was  afcertained,  by 
opening  the  lower  point  of  the  tube 
under  water  or  mercury.  In  fome 
cafes  the  purity  of  the  refidual  air 
was  afcertained,  in  others  the  alkali 
formed  in  the  tray  was  weighed. 

“  From  feveral  experiments  on 
the  fynthefis  of  potafh  by  combuf¬ 
tion,  I  fhall  feleft  two,  which  vyere 
made  with  every  poffible  attention 
to  accuracy,  and  under  favourable 
circumftanccs  for  a  mean  refult. 

“  In  the  firft  experiment  c.12 
grains  of  the  bafis  were  employed. 
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The  combuftion  was  made  upon  pla- 
tina,  and  was  rapid  and  complete  ; 
and  the  bafis  appeared  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  faturated,  as  no  difengage- 
ment  of  hydrogene  took  place  when 
the  platina  tray  was  thrown  into 
water.  The  oxygene  gas  abforbed 
equalled  in  volume  190  grain  mea- 
fures  of  quickfilver  ;  barometer  be¬ 
ing  at  29.6  inches,  thermometer 
62°  Fahrenheit ;  and  this  reduced 
to  a  temperature  of  6o°  Fahrenheit, 
and  under  a  preflure  equal  to  that 
indicated  by  30  inches,  would  be¬ 
come  186.67  rneafures,  the  weight 
of  which  would  be  about  .0184 
grains  troy;  but  .0184 :  .1 384  ; 
13.29  ;  100  ;  and  according  to 
this  eftimation  1 00  parts  of  potafh 
will  confift  of  86.7  bafis,  and  18.3 
oxygene  nearly. 

“  In  the  fecond  experiment  .07 
grains  of  the  bafis  abforbed  at  tem¬ 
perature  63°  Fahrenheit,  and  under 
preflure  equal  to  30.1  barometer 
inches,  a  quantity  of  oxygene 
equal  in  volume  to  121  grain  mea- 
fures  of  mercury,  and  the  proper 
corrections  being  made,  as  in  the 
former  cafe,  this  gas  would  weigh 
.01 1  Sq  grains. 

i(  But  as  .7  +  .01189  = 

,08189:  07  :  :  100  :  85.48  nearly, 
and  100  parts  of  potafii  will  confift 
of  85.5  of  bafis  and  14.5  of  oxy¬ 
gene  nearly.  And  the  mean  of  the 
two  experiments  will  be  86.1  of 
bafis  to  13.9  of  oxygene  for  100 
parts. 

“  In  the  moft  accurate  experi¬ 
ment  that  I  made  on  the  combuf¬ 
tion  of  the  bafis  of  foda  .c8  parts 
of  the  bafis  abforbed  a  quantity  of 
oxygene  equal  to  206  grain  mea- 
fures  of  mercury  ;  the  thermometer 
being  at  56°  Fahrenheit  ;  and  the 
barometer  at  29.4;  and  this  quan¬ 
tity,  the  corredions  being  made  as 

before 
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before  for  the  mean  temperature 
and  preffure,  equals  .02  grains  of 
oxygene. 

“  And  as  .08  -J-.02  =  .10: 
«c8,  :  :  100:  80,  and  100  parts 
of  foda,  according  to  this  eftima- 
tion,  will  confid  of  80  balls  to  20 
of  oxygene. 

In  all  cafes  of  flow  combudion, 
in  which  the  alkalies  were  not  car¬ 
ried  out  of  the  tray,  I  found  a  con¬ 
siderable  increafe  of  weight,  but  as 
it  was  impoffible  to  weigh  them  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  atmofphere,  the  moif- 
ture  attracted  rendered  the  refults 
doubtful  ;  and  the  proportions 
from  the  weight  of  the  oxygene  ab¬ 
sorbed  are  more  to  be  depended  on. 
In  the  experiments  in  which  the 
precedes  of  weighing  were  moll 
fpeedily  performed,  and  in  which 
no  alkali  adhered  to  the  tube,  the 
bafisof  potalh  gained  nearly  2  parts 
for  10,  and  that  of  foda  between  3 
and  4  parts. 

ii  The  refults  of  the  decompolL 
tion  of  water  by  the  bafis  of  the 
alkalies  were  much  more  readily 
and  perfectly  obtained  than  thofe  of 
their  combudion. 

i(  To  check  the  rapidity  of  the 
procefs,  and,  in  the  cafe  of  potalh, 
to  prevent  any  of  the  baiis  from  be¬ 
ing  diffolved,  I  employed  the  amal¬ 
gams  with  mercury,  ufed  a  known 
weight  of  the  bails,  and  made  the 
amalgams  under  naphtha,  ufing 
about  two  parts  of  mercury  in  vo¬ 
lume  to  one  of  balls. 

((  In  the  fird  indances  I  placed 
the  amalgams  under  tubes  filled 
with  naphtha,  and  inverted  in 
glalfes  of  naphtha,  and  dowly  ad¬ 
mitted  water  to  the  amalgam  at  the 
bottom  of  the  glafs ;  but  this  pre¬ 
caution  I  foon  found  unneceffary, 
for  the  aflion  of  the  water  was  not 


fo  intenfe  but  that  the  hydrogene 
gas  could  be  wholly  colletted. 

“  I  fhall  give  an  account  of  the 
mod  accurate  experiments  made  on 
the  decompodtion  of  water  by  the 
bads  of  potafh  and  foda. 

“  In  an  experiment  on  the  balls 
of  potalh  conduced  with  every  at¬ 
tention  that  I  could  pay  to  the  mi¬ 
nutiae  of  the  operations,  hydrogens 
gas,  equal  in  volume  to  298  grains 
of  mercury,  were  difengaged  by  the 
adlion  of  .08  grains  of  the  bads  of 
potalh  which  had  been  amalgamated 
with  about  3  grains  of  mercury. 
The  thermometer  at  the  end  of  the 
procefs  indicated  a  temperature  of 
56°  Fahrenheit,  and  the  barometer 
an  atmofpheric  preffure  equal  to 
29.6  inches. 

(C  Now  this  quantity  of  hydra- 
gene  would  require  for  its  combuf- 
tion  a  volume  of  oxygene  gas  about 
equal  to  that  occupied  by  154.9 
grains  of  mercury,  which  gives  the 
weight  of  oxygene  required  to  fa- 
turate  the  .08  grains  of  the  bads  of 
potalh  at  the  mean  temperature  and 
preffure  nearly  .0151  grains.  And 
.08  4-  .0151  =  .0951  :  .08  :  ; 
100  :  84.1  nearly. 

“And  according  to  thefe  indi¬ 
cations  100  parts  of  potalh  conlid 
of  about  84  bafis  and  16  oxygene. 

u  In  an  experiment  on  the  de- 
compofition  of  water  by  the  bads 
of  foda,  the  mercury  in  the  baro¬ 
meter  Handing  at  30.4  inches,  and 
in  the  thermometer  at  520  Fahren¬ 
heit,  the  volume  of  hydrogene  gas 
evolved  by  the  a&ion  of  .54  grains 
of  bafis  equalled  that  of  326  grains 
of  quickdlver.  Now  this  at  the 
mean  temperature  and  preffure 
would  require  for  its  converdon  in¬ 
to  water,  .0172  of  oxygene,  and 
.054  -f  .0172  — -  .0712  :  .054:  : 
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id o  :  7 6  nearly-;  and  according 
to  thefe  indications,  ioo  parts  of 
foda  confift  of  nearly  76  bails,  and 
24  oxygene. 

“  In  another  experiment  made 
with  very  great  care,  .052  of  the 
bafis  of  foda  were  ufed  ;  the  mer¬ 
cury,  in  the  barometer  was  at  29.9 
inches,  and  that  in  the  thermometer 
at  58°  Fahrenheit.  The  volume  of 
hydrogene  evolved  was  equal  to 
that  of  302  grains  of  mercury  ; 
which  would  demand  for  its  fatu- 
ration  by  combuftion,  at  the  mean 
temperature  and  preifure  .01549 
grains  of  oxygene  ;  and  100  parts 
of  foda,  according  to  this  propor¬ 
tion,  would  confiit  nearly  of  77 
bafis,  and  23  oxygene. 

ic  The  experiments  which  have 
been  juft  detailed,  are  rhofe  in 
which  the  largeft  quantities  of  ma¬ 
terials  were  employed;  I  have  com¬ 
pared  their  refults,  however,  with 
the  refults  of  feveral  others,  in 
which  the  decompoiition  of  water 
was  performed  with  great  care,  but 
in  which  the  proportion  of  the  bafts 
was  ftill  more  minute  :  the  largeft 
quantity  of  oxygene  indicated  by 
Thefe  experiments  was,  for  potafti 
17,  and  for  foda  26  parts  in  100, 
and  the  fmalleft  13,  and  19  ;  and 
comparing  all  the  eftimations,  it 
will  probably  be  a  good  approxima¬ 
tion  to  the  truth,  to  eonfider  potalh 
as  compofed  of  about  6  parts  bafis 
and  1  of  oxygene  ;  and  foda,  as 
sonfifting  of  7  bafis  and  2  oxygene. 

ic  VII.  Some  general  Obferwations 
on  the  Relations  of  the  Bafs  of  Pot- 
afh  and  Soda  to  other  Bodies . 

t(  Should  the  bafis  of  potafti  and 
foda  be  called  metals  ?  The  greater 
number  of  philofophical  perfons  to 
whom  th-is  queftron  has  been  put, 


have  anfwered  in  the  affirmative# 
They  agree  with  metals  in  opacity, 
luftre,  malleability,  conducing 
powders  as  to  heat  and  electricity ^ 
and  in  their  qualities  of  chemical 
combination. 

((  Their  low  fpecific  gravity 
does  not  appear  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  making  them  a  new  clafs  ;  for 
amongft  the  metals  themfelves  there 
are  remarkable  differences  in  this 
refpeT,  platina  being  nearly  four 
times  as  heavy  as  tellurium  ;  and 
in  the  philofophical  divifion  of  the 
clafles  of  bodies,  the  analogy  be¬ 
tween  the  greater  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  muft  always  be  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  arrangement. 

“  On  this  idea,  in  naming  the 
bafis  of  potafh  and  foda,  it  will 
be  proper  to  adopt  the  termination 
which,  by  common  confent,  has 
been  applied  to  other  newly-difcc- 
vered  metals,  and  which,  though 
originally  Latin,  is  now  natu¬ 
ralized  in  our  language. 

(i  Potafium  and  Sodium  are  the 
names  by  which  I  have  ventured 
to  call  the  two  new  fubftances :  and 
whatever  changes  of  theory,  with 
regard  to  the  compofition  of  bodies, 
may  hereafter  take  place,  thefe 
terms  can  fcarcely  exprefs  an  error  ; 
for  they  may  be  confidered  as  im¬ 
plying  fimply  the  metals  produced 
from  potafh  and  foda.  I  have  con- 
fulted  with  many  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  feientific  perfons  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  upon  the  methods  of  deriva¬ 
tion,  and  the  one  I  have  adopted 
has  been  the  one  moft  generally  ap¬ 
proved.  It  is  perhaps  more  figni- 
ficant  than  elegant.  But  it  was  not 
pofiible  to  found  names  upon  fpecific 
properties  not  common  to  both ;  and 
though  a  name  for  the  bafis  of  foda 
might  have  been  borrowed  from  the 
Greek,  yet  an  analogous  one  could 

not 
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not  have  been  applied  to  that  of 
potafh,  for  the  ancients  d©  not 
feem  to  have  diftinguifhed  between 
the  two  alkalies. 

(t  The  more  caution  is  neceffary 
in  avoiding  any  theoretical  ex- 
preffion  in  the  terms,  becaufe  the 
new  eledro-chemical  phenomena 
that  are  daily  becoming  difclofed, 
feem  diftindly  to  fhew  that  the 
mature  time  for  a  complete  gene¬ 
ralization  of  chemical  fads  is  yet 
far  diftant;  and  though,  in  the 
explanations  of  the  various  refults 
of  experiments  that  have  been  de¬ 
tailed,  the  antiphlogiftic  folution 
of  the  phenomena  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  adopted,  yet  the  motive 
for  employing  it  has  been  rather  a 
fenfe  of  its  beauty  and  precifion, 
than  a  convidionof  its  permanency 
and  truth. 

“  The  difcovery  of  the  agencies 
of  the  gaffes  deftroyed  the  hypo- 
thefis  of  Stahl.  The  knowledge 
of  the  powers  and  effeds  of  the 
etherial  fubftances  may  at  a  future 
time  poflibly  ad  a  ffmilar  part  with 
regard  to  the  more  refined  and  in¬ 
genious  bypothefis  of  Lavoifier  ; 
but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
knowledge,  it  appears  the  bell 
approximation  that  has  been  made 
to  a  perfed  logic  of  chemiftry. 

“  Whatever  future  changes  may 
take  place  in  theory,  there  feems, 
however,  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  metallic  bafis  of  the  alka¬ 
lies,  and  the  common  metals,  will 
ltand  in  the  fame  arrangement  of 
fubftances  ;  and  as  yet  we  have  no 
good  reafons  for  affuming  the 
compound  nature  of  this  clafs  of 
bodies. 

i(  The  experiments  in  which  it 
is  faid  that  alkalies,  metallic 
oxides,  and  earths,  may  be  formed 
from  air  and  water  alone,  in  pro- 


ceffes  of  vegetation,  have  been  al¬ 
ways  made  in  an  inconclufive  man¬ 
ner;  for  diftilled  water,  as  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fhow,  may  contain 
both  faline  and  metallic  impreg¬ 
nations  ;  and  the  free  atmofphere 
almoft  conftantly  holds  in  me¬ 
chanical  fufpenfion  folid  fubftances 
of  various  kinds. 

if  In  the  common  proceffes  of 
nature,  all  the  produds  of  living 
beings  may  be  eafily  conceived 
to  be  elicited  from  known  com¬ 
binations  of  matter.  The  com¬ 
pounds  of  iron,  of  the  alkalies,  and 
earth,  with  mineral  acids,  generally 
abound  in  foils.  From  thedecom- 
pofition  of  bafaltic,  porphyritic, 
and  granitic  rocks,  there  is  a  con- 
ftant  fupply  of  earthy,  alkaline, 
and  ferruginous  materials  to  the 
furface  of  the  earth.  In  the  fap 
of  all  plants  that  have  been  ex¬ 
amined,  certain  neutro-faline  com¬ 
pounds,  containing  potafh,  or  foda, 
or  iron,  have  been  found.  From 
plants  they  may  be  fupplied  to 
animals;  and  the  chemical  tendency 
of  organization  feems  to  be  rather 
to  combine  fubftances  into  mere 
complicated  and diverfified arrange¬ 
ments,  than  to  reduce  them  into 
fimple  elements* 

“VIII.  On  the  Nature  of  Ammo¬ 
nia  and  Alkaline  Bodies  in  ge. 
neral;  with  Obfervations  on  fame 
Prof  pc  Fes  of  Difcovery  offered  by 
the  preceding  FaFs, 

is  Ammonia  is  a  fubftance,  the 
chemical  compofition  of  which  has 
always  been  confidered  of  late 
years  as  moft  perfectly  afeertained, 
and  the  apparent  converfion  of  it 
into  hydrogene  and  nitrogene,  in 
the  experiments  of  Scheele,  Prieft- 
ley,  and  the  more  refined  and  ac¬ 
curate 
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curate  experiments  of  Berthollet, 
had  left  no  doubt  of  its  nature  in 
the  minds  of  the  moll  enlightened 
chemifts. 

“  All  new  fa&s  muft  be  accom¬ 
panied,  however,  by  a  train  of 
analogies,  and  often  by  fufpicions 
with  regard  to  the  accuracy  of 
former  conclufions.  As  the  two 
fixed  alkalies  contain  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  oxygene  united  to  peculiar 
bafes,  may  not  the  volatile  alkali 
likewife  contain  it  ?  was  a  query 
which  foon  occurred  to  me  in  the 
courfe  of  inquiry  ;  and  in  perufing 
the  accounts  of  the  various  experi¬ 
ments  made  on  the  fubjeCt,  fome  of 
which  I  had  carefully  repeated,  I 
faw  no  reafon  to  confider  the  cir. 
cumftance  as  impoilible.  For,  fup- 
pofmg  hydrogene  and  nitrogene  to 
exift  in  combination  with  oxygene 
in  low  proportion,  this  laft  prin¬ 
ciple  might  eafily  difappear  in  the 
analytical  experiments  of  decorru 
pofition  by  heat  and  electricity,  in 
water  depofited  upon  the  veffels 
employed  or  diffolved  in  the  gaffes 
produced. 

“  Of  the  exiftence  of  oxygene 
in  volatile  alkali  I  foon  fatisfied 
myfelf.  When  charcoal  carefully 
burnt  and  freed  from  moifture  was 
ignited  by  the  Voltaic  battery  of 
the  power  of  250  of  6  and  4  inches 
fquare,  in  a  fmall  quantity  of  very 
pure  amrnoniacal  gas,  a  great  ex- 
panfionof  the  aeriform  matter  took 
place,'  and  a  white  fubftance  form¬ 
ed,  which  collected  on  the  ftdes  of 
the  glafs  tube  employed  in  the  pro- 
cefs ;  and  this  matter,  expofed  to 
the  action  of  diluted  muriatic  acid, 
effervefced,  fo  that  it  was  probably 
carbonate  of  ammonia. 

Si  A  procefs  of  another  kind  of¬ 
fered  ftill  more  decifive  refults.  In 
this  the  two  mercurial  gazometers, 
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of  the  invention  of  Mr,  Pepys,  de¬ 
ferred  in  No.  XIV.  of  the  Phil. 
Tranf.  for  1807,  were  ufed  with 
the  fame  apparatus,  as  that  em¬ 
ployed  by  Meffrs.  Allen  and  Pepys, 
for  the  combuftion  of  the  diamond, 
and  thefe  gentlemen  kindly  affifted 
in  the  experiment. 

u  Very  pure  amrnoniacal  gas 
was  paffed  over  iron  wire  ignited 
in  a  platina  tube,  and  two  curved 
glafs  tubes  were  fo  arranged  as  to 
be  inferred  into  a  freezing  mix. 
ture ;  and  through  one  of  thefe 
tubes  the  gas  entered  into  the 
platina  tube,  and  through  the  other, 
it  paffed  from  the  platina  tube  into 
the  air-holder  arranged  for  its  re. 
ception. 

u  The  temperature  of  the  at. 
mofphere  was  55°;  but  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  no  fenfible  quantity  of 
water  was  depofited  in  the  cooled 
glafs  tube  tranfmitting  the  un¬ 
altered  ammonia ;  but  in  that  re¬ 
ceiving  it  after  its  expofure  to 
heat,  moifture  was  very  diftinCf, 
and  the  gas  appeared  in  the  air- 
holder  denfely  clouded. 

“  This  circumftance  feems  dif- 
tinClly  to  prove  the  formation  of 
water  in  this  operation  for  the  de- 
compofition  of  ammonia  j  unlefs 
indeed  it  be  afferted  that  the  hy¬ 
drogene  and  nitrogene  gaffes  evol¬ 
ved  hold  lefs  water  in  folution  or 
fufpenfion  than  the  ammonia  de- 
compofed,  an  idea  ftrongly  eppofed 
by  the  cooclufions  of  Mr.  Dalton, 
and  the  experiments  of  Mrs.  De¬ 
formes  and  Clement. 

“  After  the  gas  had  been  paffed 
feveral  times  through  the  ignited 
tubs  from  one  gazometer  to  the 
other,  the  refults  were  examined. 
The  iron  wire  became  converted 
fuperficialiy  into  oxide,  and  had 
gained  in  weight  parts  of  a 

grain; 
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grain  ;  about  of  a  grain  of  wa¬ 
ter  were  collected  from  the  cooled 
glafs  tubes  by  means  of  filtering 
paper,  and  3 3.8  cubic  inches  of 
gas  were  expanded  into  5-5.3  cubic 
inches,  and  by  detonation  with 
oxygene  it  was  found  that  the 
hydrogen  gas  in  tbefe  was  to  the 
nitrogene  as  3.2  to  1  in  volume. 

((  It  will  be  ufelefs  to  enter  into 
the  more  minute  details  of  this 
experiment,  as  no  perfeTly  accurate 
data  for  proportions  can  be  gained 
from  them ;  for  the  whole  of  the 
ammonia  was  not  decompofed  ;  and 
as  the  gas  had  been  prepared  by 
being  fent  from  a  heated  mixture 
of  fai  ammoniac  and  quick  lime, 
into  the  air-holder,  it  was  poffible 
that  fome  folution  of  ammonia 
might  have  been  depofited,  which, 
by  giving  out  new  gas  during  the 
operation,  would  increafe  the  ab- 
folute  quantity  of  the  material 
aCted  upon. 

44  In  examining  the  refults  of 
M.  Berthollet’s  elaborate  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  decompofition  of  am¬ 
monia  by  electricity,  I  was  fur*- 
prifed't'o  find  that  the  weight  of 
the  hydrogene  and  nitrogene  pro¬ 
duced,  rather  exceeded  than  fell 
fhort  of  that  of  the  ammonia  con¬ 
fide  red  as  decompofed,  which  was 
evidently  contradictory  to  the  idea 
of  its  containing  oxygene.  This 
circumftance,  as  well  as  the  want 
of  coincidence  between  the  refults 
and  thofe  of  Prieftley  and  Van 
Marum  on  the  fame  fubjeCt,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  repeat  the  procefs  of 
the  electrization  of  ammonia,  and 
I  foon  found  that  the  quantities  of 
the  products,  in  their  relations  to 
the  apparent  quantity  of  gas  de¬ 
ft  rcyed,  were  influenced  by  many 
different  caufes. 

“  Ammonia,  procured  over  dry 
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mercury  from  a  mixture  of  dry 
lime  and  muriate  of  ammonia,  i 
found  depofited  moifture  upon  the 
fides  of  the  veffel  in  which  it  was 
collected ;  and  in  paffing  the  gas 
into  the  tube  for  electrization,  it 
was  not  eafy  to  avoid  introducing 
fome  of  this  moifture,  which  mult 
have  been  a  faturated  folution  of 
ammonia,  at  the  fame  time. 

l<  In  my  firft  trials  made  upon 
gas,  palled  immediately  from  the 
veffel  in  which  it  had  been  collect¬ 
ed  into  the  apparatus,  I  found  the 
expanfton  of  1  of  ammonia  vary  in 
different  inftances  from  2.8  to  2.2 
meafures,  but  the  proportions 
the  nitrogene  and  hydrogene  ap„ 
peared  uniform,  as  determined  by 
detonation  of  the  mixed  gas  with 
oxygene,  and  nearly  as  1  to  3  in 
volume. 

ct  To  exclude  free  moifture  en¬ 
tirely,  I  carefully  prepared  am¬ 
monia  in  a  mercurial  air-holder,  and 
after  it  had  been  fome  hours  at 
reft,  paffed  a  quantity  of  it  into 
the  tube  for  decompofition,  which 
had  been  filled  with  dry  mercury. 
In  this  cafe  50  parts  became  103 
parts  by  electrization,  and  there 
was  ft  ill  reafon  to  fufpeCt  fources  of 
error. 

“  I  had  ufed  iron  wires  not  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  ruft,  for  taking  the 
fpark,  and  a  black  film  from  the 
mercury  appeared  on  the  fides  of 
the  tube.  It  was  probable  that 
fome  ammonia  had  been  abforbed 
by  the  metallic  oxides  both  upon 
the  iron  and  the  mercury,  which 
might  again  have  been  given  out 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  operation. 

“  I  now  ufed  recently  diftilled 
mercury,  which  did  not  leave  the 
fligheft  film  on  the  glafs  tube,  and 
wires  of  platina.  The  ammonia 
had  been  expofed  to  dry  cauftic 

potato* 
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Jpotafh,  and  proved  to  be  equally 
pure  with  that  mentioned  in  page 
36.  60  meafures  of  it,  each  equal 
to  a  grain  of  water,  were  ele&rized 
till  no  farther  expanfion  could  be 
produced ;  the  gas  filled  a  fpace 
equal  to  that  occupied  by  108 
grains  of  water.  The  thermometer 
in  this  experiment  was  at  56°,  and 
the  barometer  at  50.1  inches.  The 
wire  of  platina  tranfmitting  the 
fpark  was  {lightly  tarnilhed.  The 
108  meafures  of  gas  carefully  ana¬ 
lyzed,  were  found  to  eonfift  of  80 
meafures  in  volume  of  hydrogene, 
and  28  meafures  of  nitrogens. 

“  The  refults  of  an  experiment 
that  I  made  in  1799.  give  the 
weight  of  100  cubic  inches  of  am- 
monia,  as  18.18  grains  at  the  mean 
temperature  and  preffure.  I  had 
reafons,  however,  forfufpecHng  that 
this  eftimation  might  be  fomewhat 
too  low,  and  on  mentioning  the 
circumftance  to  Mefifrs.  Allen  and 
Pepys,  they  kindly  undertook  the 
examination  of  the  fubjedt,  and 
Mr.  Allen  foon  furnifhed  me  with 
the  following  data.  ‘  Jn  the  firft 
experiment  21  cubic  inches  of  am¬ 
monia  weighed  4.05  grains ;  in  a 
fecond  experiment,  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  weighed  4.06  grains,  baro¬ 
meter  30 .6$.  thermometer  54° 
Fahrenheit." 

<f  Now,  if  the  correflions  for 
temperature  and  preffure  be  made 
for  thefe  eflimations,  and  a  mean 
taken,  100  cubic  inches  of  ammo¬ 
nia  will  weigh  18.67  grains>  ba¬ 
rometer  being  at  30,  and  the  ther¬ 
mometer  at  6o°  Fahrenheit  ;  and 
if  the  quantity  ufed  in  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  decompofition  be  calculated 
upon  as  cubic  inches,  60  will  weigh 
1 1.2  grains.  But  the  hydrogene 
gas  evolved  equal  to  80  will  weigh 
1.93  grains,  and  the  nitrogene 
.  Vol.  L.  or  Vol,  VIII,  New 
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equal  to  28,8.3.  And  1 1.2  grains, 

— -  1.9  -f  8.3  =  10.2  and  11.2  — 
10.2  =  1,  all  the  eftimations  being 
made  according  to  the  ftandard 
temperature  and  preffure. 

“  So  that  in  this  experiment  on 
the  decompofition  of  ammonia,  the 
weight  of  the  gaffes  evolved  is 
lefs  by  nearly  —  than  that  of  the 
ammonia  employed  ;  and  this  lofs 
can  only  be  afcribed  to  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  oxygene  in  the  alkali ;  part 
of  winch  probably  combined  with 
the  platina  wires  employed  for 
electrization,  and  part  with  hy¬ 
drogene. 

(f  After  thefe  ideas  the  oxygene 
in  ammonia  cannot  well  be  efti- 
mated  at  lefs  than  7  or  eight  parts 
in  the  hundred ;  and  it  poffibly 
exifts  in  a  larger  proportion,  as  the 
gaffes  evolved  may  contain  more 
water  than  the  gas  decompofecb 
which  of  courfe  would  increafe 
their  volume  and  their  abfolutc 
weight. 

“  In  fuppofing  ammonia  a  triple 
compound  of  nitrogene,  hydrogene, 
and  oxygene,  it  is  no  lefs  eafy  to 
give  a  rational  account  of  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  its  production  and  de¬ 
compofition,  than  in  adopting  the 
generally  received  hypothecs  of 
its  compofition. 

“  Oxygene,  hydrogene,  and  nu 
trogene,  are  always  prefent  in  cafes 
in  which  volatile  alkali  is  formed; 
and  it  ufually  appears  during  the 
decompolition  of  bodies  in  which 
oxygene  is  loofely  attached,  as  in 
that  of  the  compounds  of  oxygene 
and  nitrogene  diffolved.  in  water. 

“  At  common  temperatures,  un¬ 
der  favourable  cireumftances,  the 
three  elements  may  be  conceived 
capable  of  combining  and  of  re¬ 
maining  in  union :  but  at  the  heat 
of  ignition  the  affinity  of  hydrogene 
Series.  *  ?  p  f«t 


,578  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808 


for  oxygene  prevails  over  the  com¬ 
plex  attraction,  water  is  formed, 
and  hydrogene  and  nitrogene  are 
evolved;  and  according  to  thefe 
conclufions,  ammonia  will  bear  the 
fame  relations  to  the  fixed  alkalies, 
as  the  vegetable  acids  with  com¬ 
pound  bafes  do  to  the  mineral  ones 
with  fimple  bafes. 

((  Oxygene  then  may  be  confi- 
dcred  as  exifting  in,  and  as  forming 
an  element  in  all  the  true  alkalies; 
and  the  principle  of  acidity  of  the 
French  nomenclature,  might  now 
likewife  be  called  the  principle  of 
alkalefcence. 

“  From  analogy  alone  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  expect  that  the  alkaline 
earths  are  compounds  of  a  fimilar 
nature  to  the  fixed  alkalies,  peculiar 
highly  combuftible  metallic  bafes 
united  to  oxygene.  I  have  tried 
fome  experiments  upon  barytes  and 
ftrontites ;  and  they  go  far  towards 
proving  that  this  muft  be  the  cafe. 
When  barytes  and  ftrontites,  moif- 
tened  with  water,  were  acted  upon 
bv  the  power  of  the  battery  of  250 
#f  4  and  6,  there  was  a  vivid  ait  ion 
and  a  brilliant  light  at  both  points 
of  communication,  anil  an  inflam* 
mation  at  the  negative  point.  In 
thefe  cafes  the  water  might  polhbiy 
have  interfered.  Other  experiments 
gave,  however,  more  diitinit  re¬ 
mits. 

ts  Barytes  and  ilrontites,  even 
when  heated  to  intenfe  whitenefs, 
in  the  electrical  circuit,  by  a  flame 
fupporred  by  oxygene  gas,  are  non¬ 
conductors;  but  by  means  of  com. 
bination  with  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  boracic  acid,  they  become 
conductors  ;  and  in  this  cafe  in¬ 
flammable  matter  which  burns  with 
a  deep  red  light  in  each  inft2nce, 
is  produced  from  them  at  the  ne¬ 
gative  fur  face.  The  high  tempera¬ 


ture  has  prevented  the  fuccefs  of 
attempts  to  collect  this  fubltance  ; 
but  there  is  much  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  is  the  bafis  of  the  alkaline 
earth  employed. 

(C  Barytes  and  Arontites  have 
the  fronted  relations  to  the  fixed 
alkalies  of  any  of  the  earthy  bodies; 
but  there  is  a  chain  of  refemblances, 
through  lime,  magnefia,  glucina, 
alumina,  and  filex.  And  by  the 
agencies  of  batteries  fufiiciently 
firong,  and  by  the  application  of 
proper  circumAances,  there  is  no 
fmall  reafon  to  hope,  that  even  thefe 
re  fra  (ho  ry  bodies  will  yield  their 
elements  to  the  methods  of  analyfis 
by  electrical  attraftion  and  repul- 
fion. 

“  In  the  electrical  circuit  we 
liave  a  regular  feries  of  powers,  of 
decompofition,  from  intenflty  of 
adtion  fo  feeble  as  fcarcely  to  de- 
ftroy  the  weakeft  affinity  exifting 
between  the  parts  of  a  faline  neu¬ 
tral  compound,  to  one  fufiiciently 
energetic  to  fe  pa  rate  elements  in. 
the  ltrongeft  degree  of  union,  in 
bodies  undecompofabie  under  other 
circ*m  fiances. 

When  the  powers  are  feeble, 
acids  and  alkalies,  and  acids  anti 
metallic  oxides,  merely  feptirate 
from  each  other;  when  they  are 
increafed  to  a  certain  degree,  the 
common  metallic  oxides,  and  the 
compound  acids  are  decompofed  ; 
and  by  means  ftill  more  exalted, 
the  alkalies  yield  their  elements. 
And  as  far  as  our  knowledge  of 
the  compolitron  of  bodies  extends, 
all  fubftances  attracted  by  pofitive 
electricity,  are  oxygene,  or  fuch 
as  containe  oxygene  in  excefs;  and 
all  that  are  attracted  by  negative 
electricity,  are  pure  combuftibles, 
or  fuch  as  confift  chiefly  of  com¬ 
buftible  matter, 

“  The 
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n  The  idea  of  muriatic  acid, 
fluoric  acid,  and  boracic  acid  con¬ 
taining  oxygene,  is  highly  ftrength- 
ened  by  thefe  fads.  And  the  ge¬ 
neral  principle  confirms  the  con- 
jedure  juft  ftated  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  earths. 

i(  In  the  eledrization  of  boracic 
acid  moiftened  with  water,  I  find 
that  a  dark-coloured  combultible 
matter  is  evolved  at  the  negative 
iurface  ;  but  the  refearches  upon  the 
alkalies  have  prevented  me  from 
purfuing  this  fad, which  feems,  how¬ 
ever  to  indicate  a  decompolition. 

(e  Muriatic  acid  and  fluoric  acid 
in  their  gafeous  ftates  are  non* 
condudors :  and  as  there  is  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  their  bafes 
have  a  ftronger  attradion  for  oxy- 
genethan  water,  there  can  belittle 
hope  of  decompofing  them  in  their 
aqueous  foln tions,  even  by  the 
higheft  powers.  In  the  eledriza- 
tion  of  fome  of  their  combinations 
there  is,  however,  a  probability 
of  fuccefs. 

(C  An  immenfe  variety  of  objeds 
of  refearch  is  prefented  in  the 
powers  and  affinities  of  the  new 
metals  produced  from  the  alkalies. 

“  In  themfelves  they  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  prove  powerful  agents 
for  analyfls ;  and  having  an  affinity 
for  oxygene  ftronger  than  any 
other  known  fubftances,  they  may 
poflibly  fuperfede  the  application 
of  eledriciry  to  fome  of  the  unde¬ 
compounded  bodies. 

“  The  balls  of  potafh  I  find 
oxidates  in  carbonic  acid  and 
decompofes  it,  and  produces  char¬ 
coal  when  heated  in  contad  with 
carbonate  of  lime.  It  likewife 
oxidates  in  muriatic  acids ;  but  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  making 
the  experiment  with Tufficient  pre. 
cifion  to  afeertain  the  refults. 
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u  In  fciences  kindred  to  chemi fi¬ 
tly,  the  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  the  alkalies,  and  the  analogies 
arifing  in  confequence,  will  open 
many  new  views  ;  they  may  lead 
to  the  folution  of  many  problems 
in  geology,  and  fhew  that  agents 
may  have  operated  in  the  formation, 
of  rocks  and  earths  which  have  nor 
hitherto  been  fufpeded  to  exift. 

t(  It  would  be  eafy  to  purfue 
the  fpeculative  part  of  this  inquiry 
to  a  great  extent,  but  I  (hall 
refrain  from  fio  occupying  the  time 
of  the  Society,  as  the  tenour  of 
my  objed  in  this  ledure  has  not 
been  to  ftate  hypothefis,  but  to 
bring  forward  a  new  fieries  of 
fads.” 


On  the  Formation  of  the  Bark  of 
'Trees.  In  a  Letter  from  T.  A • 
Knight ,  Efq,  F.  R.S.  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Sir  Lofeph  Banks?, 
K.  B.  P.  R.  S. 

( From  the  Philofophical  TrarfaBions 
for  1807.^ 

((  My  dear  Sir, 

st  An  extraordinary  diverfity  of 
opinion  appears  to  have  prevailed 
among  naturalifts,  refpeding  the 
produdion  and  fubfequent  ftate  of 
the  bark  of  trees. 

“  According  to  the  theory  of 
Malpighi,  the  cortical  fubftance„ 
which  is  annually  generated,  de¬ 
rives  its  origin  from  the  older 
bark  ;  and  the  interior  part  of  this 
new  fubftance  is  annually  tranfi. 
muted  into  alburnum  or  fap  wood* 
whilft  the  exterior  part,  becoming 
dry  and  lifelefs,  forms  the  exterior 
covering  or  cortex. 

ii  The  opinions  of  Grew  do  noe 

appear 
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appear  to  differ  much  from  thofe  of 
Malpighi;  hut  he  conceives  the  in¬ 
terior  bark  to  confift  of  two  diftind 
fubftances,  one  of  which  becomes 
viburnum,  whilft  the  other  remains 
in  the  Hate  of  bark  :  he,  however, 
fuppofes  the  infertments  in  the 
wood,  the  <s  utriculi”  of  Mal¬ 
pighi,  and  the  “  tiffu  cellulaire” 
of  Duhamel,  to  have  originally 
exifted  in  the  bark. 

<(  Hales,  ow  the  contrary,  con¬ 
tends  that  the  bark  derives  its 
exigence  from  the  alburnum,  and 
that  it  does  not  undergo  any  fub- 
fequent  transformation. 

“  The  difcoveries  of  Duhamel 
have  thrown  much  light  on  the 
fubjed ;  but  his  experiments  do 
not  afford  any  conclufive  refult, 
and  fome  of  them  may  be  adduced 
in  fupport  of  either  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  hypothefes :  and  a  modern 
writer  (Mirbel*)  has  endeavoured 
to  combine  and  reconcile,  in  fome 
degree,  the  apparently  difeordant 
theories  of  Malpighi  and  Hales. 
He  contends  with  Hales,  that  the 
alburnum  gives  exiftenceto  the  new 
layer  of  bark;  but  that  this  bark 
fubfequently  changes  into  alburn¬ 
um,  though  not  precifely  in  the 
manner  deferibed  by  Malpighi. 

ii  So  much  difference  of  opinion, 
amongft  men  fo  capable  of  obferv- 
ing,  fufficiently  evinces  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  fubjed  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  inveftigate ;  and  in  a 
courfe  of  experiments,  which  has 
occupied  more  than  twenty  years, 

I  have  fcarcely  felt  myfelf  pre¬ 
pared,  till  the  prefent  time,  even 
to  give  an  opinion  refpeding  the 
manner  in  which  the  cortical  fub- 
ftance  is  generated  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  its  growth;  or  repro- 
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duced,when  that,  which  previoufiy 
cxided,  has  been  taken  off. 

“  Duhamel  has  fhown,  that 
the  bark  of  fome  fpecies  of  trees  is 
readily  reproduced,  when,  the  de¬ 
corticated  furface  of  the  alburnum 
is  fecluded  from  the  air;  and  I 
have  repeated  fimilar  experiments 
on  the  apple,  the  fycamore,  and 
other  trees,  with  the  fame  refult; 
1  have  alfo  often  obferveda  fimilar 
reproduction  of  bark  on  the  furface 
of  the  alburnum  of  the  <ivjch  elm 
(ulmus  montana)  in  Jhady  functions  t 
when  no  covering  whatever  was 
applied.  A  glareous  fluid,  as  Du¬ 
hamel  has  dated,  exudes  from  the 
furface  of  the  alburnum  :  this  fluid 
appears  to  change  into  a  pulpous 
unorganized  mafs,  which  fubfe¬ 
quently  becomes  organized  and 
cellular ;  and  the  matter,  which 
enters  into  the  compofltion  of  this 
cellular  fubftance,  is  evidently  de¬ 
rived  from  the  alburnum. 

(e  Thefe  fails  are  therefore  ex-* 
tremely  favourable  to  the  theory 
of  Hales  ;  but  other  fads  may  be 
adduced,  which  are  fcarcely  con¬ 
fident  with  that  theory. 

(t  The  internal  furface  of  pieces 
of  bark,  when  detached  from  con- 
tad  with  the  alburnum,  provided 
they  remain  united  to  the  tree  at 
their  upper  ends,  much  more  readily 
generate  a  new  bark,  than  the  al¬ 
burnum  does  under  dmilar  circum- 
dances  ;  a  fimilar  fluid  exudes  from 
the  furfaces  of  both,  and  the  fame 
phenomena  are  obfervable  in  both 
cafes.  The  cellular  fubftance,  how¬ 
ever,  which  is  thus  generated, 
though  it  prefents  every  external 
appearance  of  a  perfed  bark,  is 
internally  very  imperfedly  or¬ 
ganized  ;  and  the  veffels  which 

de  Physrotogi©  v*g6ta!c,M 

contain 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


.eontain  the  true  Tap  in  the  bark 
are  ftill  wanting ;  and  I  have  found 
that  thefe  may  be  made,  by  ap¬ 
propriate  management,  to  traverfe. 
the  new  cellular  fubftance  in  almoft: 
any  diredtion.  When  I  cut  off all 
communication  above,  and  on  one 
fide,  between  the  old  bark  and  that 
fubftance,  I  obferved,  that  the  vef- 
fels  proceeded  acrofs  it,  from  the 
old  bark  on  the  other  fide,  taking 
always  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree 
an  inclination  downwards ;  and 
v/hen  the  cellular  fubftance  re¬ 
mained  united  to  the  bark  at  its  up¬ 
per  end  on!y,  the  veflels  defeended 
nearly  perpendicularly  down  it  ; 
but  tney  did  not  readily  afeend  into 
it,  when  it  was  connedied  with  the 
hark  at  its  lower  extremity  only;  the 
refult  of  f  milar  experiments,  when 
made  on  different  fpecies  of  trees, 
was  however  fubjeci  to  fome  va¬ 
riations. 

“  Pieces  of  bark  of  the  walnut- 
tree,  which  were  two  inches  broad 
and  four  long,  having  been  detach¬ 
ed  from  contadl  with  the  alburnum, 
except  at  their  upper  ends,  and 
covered  with  a  plafter  compofed  of 
bees- wax  and  turpentine,  in  fome 
inftances,  and  with  clay  only  in 
others,  readily  generated  the  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance  of  a  new  bark  ;  and 
between  that  and  the  old  detached 
bark,  very  nearly  as  much  alburnum 
was  depofited  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  tree,  where  the  bark  retained 
its  natural  poftion;  which,  I 
think,  affords  very  decifive  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  defeent  of  the  fap 
through  the  baik.  Similar  pieces 
of  bark,  under  the  fame  mode  of 
treatment,  but  united  to  the  tree 
at  their  lower  ends  only,  did  not 
long  remain  alive,  except  at  their 
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lower  extremities;  and  there  a 
very  little  alburnum  only  was  ge¬ 
nerated.  Other  pieces  of  bark  of 
the  fame  dimenfions,  which  were 
laterally  united  to  the  tree,  con¬ 
tinued  alive  almoft  to  their  ex¬ 
tremities  :  and  a  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  alburnum  was  generated, 
particularly  near  their  lower  edges ; 
the  fap  appearing  in  its  paffage 
acrofs  the  bark  to  have  been  given 
a  confiderable  inclination  down¬ 
wards  :  probably  owing  to  an  ar¬ 
rangement  in  the  organization  of 
the  bark,  that  I  have  noticed  in  a 
former  memoir*,  which  renders  it 
better  calculated  to  tranfmit  the 
fap  towards  the  roots  than  in  any 
other  direction. 

u  I  have  in  very  few  inftances 
been  able  to  make  the  walnut-tree 
reproduce  its  bark  from  the  al¬ 
burnum,  though  under  the  fame  ma¬ 
nagement  I  rarely  failed  to  fucceed 
with  the  fycamore  and  apple-tree. 
Pieces  of  the  bark  of  the  apple- 
tree  will  alfo  live,  and  generate  a 
fmall  portion  of  alburnum,  though 
only  attached  to  the  tree  at  their 
lower  extremities;  probably  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  fmall  part  of  the  true  fap 
being  carried  upwards  by  capillary 
attraclion,  when  the  proper  adtion 
of  the  cortical  velfels  is  neceftarily 
fufpended. 

“  The  preceding  experiments, 
and  the  authority  of  Duhamcl, 
having  perfectly  fatisHed  me,  that 
both  the  alburnum  and  the  bark 
of  trees  are  capable  of  generating 
a  new  bark,  or  at  leaf!  of  trans¬ 
mitting  a  fluid  capable  of  generat¬ 
ing  a  cellular  fubftance,  to  which 
the  bark  in  its  more  perfedfly  or¬ 
ganized  ftate  owes  its  exiftence, 
my  attention  was  diredled  to  dif- 
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cover  the  fources  from  which  this 
fluid  is  derived.  Both  the  bark 
and  the  alburnum  of  trees  are  com. 
pofed  principally  of  two  fubftances ; 
one  of  which  confifts  of  long  tubes, 
and  the  other  is  cellular  ;  and  the 
cellular  fubftance  of  the  hark  is  in 
contact  with  the  fimilar  fubftance 
in  the  alburnum,  and  through  thefe 
I  have  long  fufpetted  the  true  flip 
to  pafs  from  the  vefiels  of  the  bark 
to  thole  of  the  alburnum  *.  The 
intricate  mixture  of  the  cellular 
and  vafcular  fubftances  lomr  baffled 
my  endeavours  to  difcover  from 
which  of  them,  in  the  preceding 
cafes,  the  flip,  and  confequently  the 
new  bark,  proceeded;  but  I  was 
ultimately  fuccefsful. 

<c  The  cellular  fubftance,  both  in 
the  alburnum  and  bark  of  old  pol¬ 
lard  oaks,  often  exifts  in  maffes  of 
near  a  line  in  width,  and  this  or¬ 
ganization  was  peculiarly  favour¬ 
able  to  my  purpofe.  I  therefore 
repeated  on  the  trunks  of  trees  of 
this  kind  experiments  iimilar  ro 
thofe  above-mentioned,  which  were 
made  on  the  walnut-tree. 

i(  Apparently  owing  to  the  fmall 
quantity  of  fap,  which  the  old  pol¬ 
lard  trees  contained,  their  bark  was 
very  iinperfe&ly  reproduced  ;  but 
I  obferved  a  fluid  to  ooze  from  the 
cellular  fubftance,  both  of  the  bark 
and  alburnum  ;  and  on  the  furface 
of  thefe  fubftances  alone,  in  many 
inftances,  the  new  bark  was  repro¬ 
duced  in  fmall  detached  pieces. 

u  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove, 
in  former  communications +,  that 
the  true  fap  of  trees  acquires  thofe 
properties  which  aiftinguifh  it  from 
the  fluid  recently  abforbed,  by  cir¬ 
culating  through  the  leaf ;  and  that 


it  defeends  down  the  bark,  whefe 
part  of  it  is  employed  in  generating 
the  new  fubftances  annually  added 
to  the  tree;  and  that  the  remain¬ 
der,  not  thus  expended,  pafles  into 
the  alburnum,  and  there  joins  the 
afeending  current  of  fap.  The  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance,  both  of  the  bark 
and  alburnum,  has  been  proved,  in 
the  preceding  experiments,  to  .be 
capable  of  afford i rig  the  fap  a  paf- 
fage  through  it  ;  and  therefore  it 
appears  not  very  improbable,  that 
it  executes  an  office  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  anaftomofing  vefiels  of  the 
animal  economy,  when  the  cellular 
furfaces  of  the  bark  and  alburnum 
are  in  contact  with  each  other; 
and,  when  detached,  it  may  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  palling  fluid  will 
exude  from  both  furfaces  :  becaufe 
almoft  all  the  vefiels  cf  trees  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  capable  of  an  inverted 
aCtion  in  giving  motion  to  the  fluids 
which  they  carry. 

f(  As  the  power  of  generating  a 
new  bark  appeared  in  the  preceding 
cafes  to  exift  alike  in  the  fap  of 
the  bark  and  of  the  alburnum,  I 
was  anxious  to  difcover  how  far 
the  fluid,  which  afeends  through 
the  central  vefiels  of  the  fncculent 
annual  fhoot,  is  endued  with  fimi¬ 
lar  powers.  Having  therefore  made 
two  circular  incifions  through  the 
bark,  round  the  ftems  of  feveral 
annual  fhcots  of  the  vine,  as  early 
in  the  fummer  as  the  alburnum 
within  them  had  acquired  fuffi- 
cient  maturity  to  perform  its 
office  of  carrying  up  the  flip,  I 
took  off  the  bark  between  thefe 
incifions ;  and  I  abraded  the  fur- 
face  of  the  alburnum  to  prevent  a 
reproduction  of  it.  The  alburnum 
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sn  tils  decorticated  (paces  Toon  be¬ 
came  externally  dry  and  lifelefs  ; 
and  feveral  inciftons  were  then 
made  longitudinally  through  it. 
The  incifions  commenced  a  little 
above,  and  extended  below  the 
decorticated  fpaces,  fo  that  if  the 
lap  of  the  central  veffels  generated 
a  cellular  fubftance  (as  I  concluded 
it  would),  that  fubftance  might 
come  into  coot  add  and  form  a  union 
with  the  fubftance  of  the  fame  kind 
emitted  by  the  bark  above  and 
below. 

“  The  experiment  fucceeded  per- 
feiftly,  and  the  cellular  fubftances 
generated  by  the  central  veffels, 
and  the  bark,  foon  united,  and  a 
per  fed  vafcular  bark  was  fubfe- 
quently  formed  beneath  the  al¬ 
burnum,  and  appeared  perfectly  to 
execute  the  office  of  that  which 
had  been  taken  off ;  the  medulla 
appeared  to  be  wholly  inactive. 

“  I  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  veffels,  which  were  generated 
In  the  cellular  fubftance  on  the 
furface  of  the  alburnum  of  the  fy- 
camoreand  the  apple-tree,  traverfed 
that  fubftance  in  almoft  every  di¬ 
rection  ;  and  the  fame  thing  ap¬ 
pears  to  occur  beneath  the  old 
bark,  when  united  to  the  alburnum. 
For  having  attentively  examined, 
through  every  part  of  the  fpring 
and  fu miner,  the  formation  of  the 
internal  bark,  and  alburnous  layer 
beneath  it,  round  the  bafes  of  re¬ 
generated  buds,  which  I  had  made 
to  fpring  from  fmoorh  fpaces  on 
the  roots  and  ftems  of  trees,  I  found 
every  appearance  perfedly  con¬ 
fident  with  the  preceding  obfer- 
vations.  A  Angle  Ihoot  only  was 
buffered  to  fpring  from  each  root 
aud  ftem,  and  from  the  bafe  of  this, 
in  every  inftance,  the  cortical  vef¬ 
fels  difperfed  themfelves  in  different 


directions.  Some  defeended  per¬ 
pendicularly  downwards,  whilffi 
others  diverged  on  each  fide,  round 
the  alburnum,  with  more  or  lefs 
inclination  downwards,  and  met  on 
the  oppofte  fide  of  it.  The  fame 
pulpous  and  cellular  fubftance  ap¬ 
peared  to  cover  the  furfaces  of  the 
bark  and  alburnum,  when  in  con¬ 
tact  with  each  other,  as  when  de¬ 
tached  ;  and  through  this  fubftance 
the  ramifications  of  the  veffels  of 
the  new  bark  extended  themfelves, 
appearing  to  receive  their  direction 
from  the  fluid  fap,  which  defeended 
from  the  bark  of  the  young  (hoots, 
and  not  to  be,  in  any  degree,  in¬ 
fluenced  in  their  courfe  by  the  di¬ 
rection  taken  by  the  cortical  and 
alburnous  veffels  of  the  preceding 
year. 

“  Whenever  the  veffels  of  the 
bark,  which  proceeded  from  dif¬ 
ferent  points,  met  each  other,  an 
interwoven  texture  was  produced, 
and  the  alburnum  beneath  acquired 
a  fimilar  organization;  and  the 
fame  tiling  occurs,  and  is  produc¬ 
tive  of  very  important  effe&s,  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  growth 
of  trees.  The  bark  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ftein,  and  of  every  lateral 
branch,  contains  very  numerous 
veffels,  which  are  charged  with  the 
defending  true  fap  ;  and  at  the 
juncture  of  the  lateral  branch  with 
the  ftem,  thefe  veffels  meet  each 
other.  A  kind  of  pedcftal  of  al¬ 
burnum,  the  texture  of  which  is 
much  interwoven,  is  in  confequence 
formed  round  the  bafe  of  the  lateral 
branch  ;  which  thus  becomes  firm¬ 
ly  united  to  the  tree.  This  pedeftal, 
though  apparently  a  part  of  the 
branch,  derives  a  large  portion  ot 
the  matter,  annually  added  to  it, 
from  the  cortical  veffels  of  the 
principal  ftem ;  and  thence,  in  the 

event 
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event  of  the  death  of  the  lateral 
branch,  it  always  continues  to  live. 
But  it  not  unfrequently  happens, 
that  a  lateral  branch  forms  a  very- 
acute  angle  with  the  principal  ftem, 
and,  in  this  cafe,  the  bark  between 
them  becomes  compreffed  and  in¬ 
active  ;  no  pedeflal  is  in  confe- 
quence  formed,  and  the  attachment 
of  fuch  a  branch  to  the  ftem  be¬ 
comes  extremely  feeble  and  infe- 
cure*.  Inftead  of  the  reproduced 
buds  of  the  preceding  experiment, 
buds  were  inferred  in  the  foregoing 
fummer,  or  attached  by  grafting 
in  the  fpring  ;  and,  when  thefe  fuc- 
ceeded,  though  they  were  in  many 
inftances  taken  from  trees  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies,  and  even  of  different 
genera,  no  fenfible  difference  ex¬ 
ited  in  the  veffels,  which  appeared 
to  diverge  into  the  bark  of  the 
flock,  from  thefe  buds  and  from 
thofe  reproduced  in  the  preceding 
experiments. 

<(  It  appears,  therefore,  probable, 
that  a  pulpous  organizable  mafs 
ftrft  derives  its  matrer  either  from 
the  bark,  or  the  alburnum ;  and 
that  this  matter  fubfequently  forms 
the  new  layer  of  bark  ;  for,  if 
the  veffels  had  proceeded,  as  rad¬ 
icles  f,  from  the  inferted  buds  or 
grafts,  fuch  veffels  would  have 
been  in  fome  degree  different  from 
the  natural  veffels  of  the  bark  of 
the  flocks  ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
probable,  even  without  referring 


to  the  preceding  fads,  that  veffels 
fhould  be  extended,  in  a  few  days, 
by  parts  fuccefiively  added  to  their 
extremities,  from  the  leaves  to  the 
extremities  of  the  roots;  which 
are,  in  many  inftances,  more  than, 
two  hundred  feet  diftant  from  each 
other.  I  am,  therefore,  inclined 
to  believe,  that,  as  the  preceding 
fads  feem  to  indicate,  the  matter, 
which  compofes  the  new  bark,  ac¬ 
quires  an  organization  calculated 
to  tranfmit  the  true  fap  towards 
the  roots,  as  that  fluid  progreflively 
defcends  from  the  leaves  in  the 
fpring ;  but  whether  the  matter, 
which  enters  into  the  compofition 
of  the  new  bark,  be  derived  from 
the  bark  or  the  alburnum,  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  the  growth  of 
the  tree,  it  will  be  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  to  afcertain. 

“  It  is,  however,  no  difficult  talk 
to  prove,  that  the  bark  does  not, 
in  all  cafes,  fpring  from  the  al¬ 
burnum  ;  for  many  cafes  may  be 
adduced,  in  which  it  is  always  ge¬ 
nerated  previoufly  to  the  exiftence 
of  the  alburnum  beneath  it ;  but 
none,  I  believe,  in  which  the  ex-* 
ternal  furface  of  the  alburnum  ex- 
ifts  previoufly  to  the  bark  in 
contad  with  it,  except  when  the 
cortical  fubftance  has  been  taken 
off,  as  in  the  preceding  experiments. 
In  the  radicle  of  germinating  feeds, 
the  cortical  veffels  elongate,  and 
new  portions  of  bark  are  fuccef- 


*  C(  The  advantages  which  may  be  obtained  by  pruning  timber-trees  judicioufly, 
appear  to  be  very  little  known,  I  have  endeavoured  to  afcertain  the  practicability 
ot  giving  to  trees  fuch  forms  as  will  render  their  timber  more  ad vantaggoufly  con¬ 
vertible  to  naval  or  other  purpofes.  The  fuccefs  of  the  experiments,  on  fmull  trees, 
has  been  complete,  and  the  refults  perfectly  conliftent,  in  every  cafe,  with  the  theory 
I  have  endeavoured  to  fupport  in  former  memoirs  ;  and  I  am  confident,  that,  by  ap¬ 
propriate  management,  the  trunks  and  branches  of  growing  trees  may  be  moulded 
into  the  various  forms  belt  adapted  to  the  tile  of  the  fhip-buiider  ;  and  that  the  growth 
of  the  trees  may  at  the  fame  time  be  rendered  confidcrabl v  more  rapid,  without  any 
expenle  or  temp  nary  lots  to  the  proprietor.” 

“  t  Darwin’s  Pbytologia.”' 
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lively  added  to  their  points,  many 
days  before  any  alburnous  fub¬ 
ftance  is  generated  in  them ;  and 
in  the  fucculent  annual  lhoot  the 
formation  of  the  bark  long  pre¬ 
cedes  that  of  the  alburnum.  In 
the  radicle  the  fap  appears  alfo 
evidently  to  defeend  *  through 
the  cortical  veffelst,  and  in  the 
fucculent  annual  fhoot  it  as 
evidently  pafies  up  through  the 
central  veiTels  which  furround 
the  medulla.  In  both  cafes  a  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance,  fimilar  to  that 
which  was  generated  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  experiments,  is  firft  formed, 
and  this  cellular  fubftance  in  the 
fame  manner  fubfequently  becomes 
vafcular ;  whence  it  appears,  that 
the  true  fap,  or  blood  of  the 
plant,  produces  fimilar  effedls,  and 
pafies  through  fimilar  ftages  of  or¬ 
ganization,  when  it  flows  from 
different  fources,  and  that  the  power 
of  generating  anew  bark,  properly 
fpeaking,  belongs  neither  to  the 
bark  nor  alburnum,  but*to  a  fluid, 
which  pervades  alike  the  veffels 
of  both.  I  fhall,  therefore,  not 
attempt  to  decide  on  the  merits  of 
the  theory  of  Malpighi,  or  of 
Hales,  refpedling  the  reproduction 
of  the  interior  bark  ;  but  I  cannot 
by  any  means  admit  the  hypothefis 
of  Malpighi  and  other  naturalifts, 
relative  to  the  transmutation  of 
bark  into  alburnum  ;  and  I  pro- 
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pofe  to  ftate  my  reafons  for  reject¬ 
ing  that  hypothefis,  in  the  next 
communication  I  have  the  honour 
to  addrefs  to  you. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Y our  moft  obliged  obedient  Servant, 

T.  A.  Knight.” 
Elton ,  Dec,  I  806. 


On  the  Inconnjertihility  of  Bark  into 
Alburnu/k .  By  Thomas  Andrew 
Knight ,  Efq .  T-  R .  S,  In  a  Better 
to  Si r  J of eph  Banks }  K.B .  P,R.S „ 

From  the  Philofophical  Tranf  a  A  ions 
(for  1808,  Part  I.) 

t(  My  dear  Sir, 

<(  In  a  letter  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  addrefs  to  you  in  the 
end  of  laft  year  I  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  matter  which  com- 
pofes  the  bark  of  trees,  previoufly 
exifts  in  the  cells  both  of  their 
bark  and  alburnum  in  a  fluid  ftate; 
and  that  this  fluid,  even  when  ex- 
travafated,  is  capable  of  changing 
into  a  pulpous  and  cellular,  and 
ultimately  a  vafcular  fubftance; 
the  direction  taken  by  the  veffels 
being  apparently  dependant  on  the 
courfe,  which  the  defeending  fluid 
fap  is  made  to  take  ||.  The  objeft 
of  the  prefent  Memoir  is  to  prove, 

that 


“  *  Phil.  Tranf.  1805  and  1806.” 

“  +  I  will'!  it  to  be  underltood,  that  T  exclude,  in  thefe  remarks,  and  in  thofe  con* 
tained  in  my  former  Memoirs,  all  trees  of  the  palm  kind,  with  the  organization  of 
which  I  am  almoft  wholly  unacquainted.” 

“  f  Phil.  Tranf.  1805.  Mirbel  has  called  the  tubes,  which  I  call  the  central  veffels, 
the  “  till u  tubulaire’’  of  the  medulla.” 

“  §  Phil.  Tranf.  1807.” 

“  j|  I  had  cbferved  this  circumftance  in  many  fucceflive  feafons  ;  but  I  was  not  by 
any  means  pn  pared  to  believe,  that  fuch  an  arrangement  could  take  place  in  the 

coagulm* 
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that  the  bark  thus  formed  always 
remains  in  the  flate  of  bark,  and 
that  no  part  of  it  is  ever  tranf- 
muted  into  alburnum,  as  many  very 
eminent  naturalifts  have  believed. 

“ Having  procured,  by  grafting, 
feverai  trees  of  a  variety  of  the 
apple  and  crab-tree,  the  woods  of 
which  were  diftinguilhable  from 
each  other  by  their  colour,  I  took 
off,  early  in  the  fpring,  portions  of 
bark  of  equal  length,  from  branches 
of  equal  fize,  and  I  tranfpofed 
thefe  pieces  of  bark,  enclofing  a 
part  of  the  item  of  the  apple-tree 
with  a  covering  oi  the  haik  of  the 
crab-tree,  which  extended  quite 
sound  it,  and  applying  the  bark 
of  the  apple-  tree  to  the  Hem  of  the 
crab-tree  in  the  fame  manner. 
Bandages  were  then  applied  to 
keep  the  tranfpofed  bark  and  the 
alburnum  in  contact  with  each 
other  ;  and  the  air  was  excluded 
by  a  plafler  copnpofed  of  bees,  wax 
and  turpentine,  and  with  a  covering 
of  tempered  clay. 

ce  The  interior  furface  of  the 
bark  of  the  crab-tree  prefented 
numerous  finuofities,  which  cor- 
refponded  with  fimilar  inequalities 
on  the  furface  of  the  alburnum, 
cccafioned  by  the  former  exiftence 
of  many  lateral  branches.  The  in¬ 
terior  furface  of  the  bark  of  the 
apple-tree,  as  well  as  the  external 
furface  of  the  alburnum,  was,  on 
the  contrary,  perfectly  fmooth  and 


even.  A  vital  union  foon  took 
place  between  the  tranfpofed  pieces 
of  bark,  and  the  alburnum  and 
bark  of  the  trees  to  which  they 
were  applied;  and  in  the  autumn 
it  appeared  evident,  that  a  layer 
of  alburnum  had  been,  in  every 
inftance,  formed  beneath  the  tranf¬ 
pofed  pieces  of  bark,  which  were 
then  taken  off. 

“  Examining  the  organization 
of  the  alburnum,  which  had  beers 
generated  beneath  the  tranfpofed 
pieces  of  bark  of  the  Crab-tree,  and 
which  had  formed  a  perfect  union 
with  the  alburnum  of  the  apple- 
tree,  1  could  not  difeover  any 
traces  of  the  finuofities  I  had 
noticed;  nor  was  the  uneven  fur¬ 
face  of  the  alburnum  of  the  crab- 
tree  more  changed  by  the  fmooth 
tranfpofed  bark  of  the  apple-tree. 
The  newly  generated  alburnum, 
beneath  the  tranfpofed  bark,  ap¬ 
peared  perfectly  fimilar  to  that  of 
other  parts  of  the  ffock,  and  the 
direction  of  the  fibres  and  veffels 
did  not  in  any  degree  correfpond 
with  thofe  of  the  tranfpofed  bark 

i(  Repeating  this  experiment,  I 
feraped  off  the  external  furface  of 
the  alburnum  in  feverai  fpaces, 
about  three  lines  in  diameter,  and 
in  thefe  fpaces  no  union  took  place 
between  the  tranfpofed  bark  and 
the  alburnum  of  the  flock,  nor 
was  there  any  alburnum  depofited 
in  the  abraded  fpaces;  but  the 


coagulum  afforded  by  an  extravafated  fluid  ;  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Carlifle  for 
having  pointed  out  to  me  many  circuinftances  in  the  motion  and  powers  of  the  blopd 
of  animals,  which  induced  me  to  give  credit  to  the  accuracy  of  my  obfervations ;  and 
to  that  gentleman  and  to  Mr.  Home  I  have  alfo  fnhfequently  to  acknowledge  many 
obligations.” 

Dnhamel  having  taken  ofF,  and  immediately  replaced,  fimilar  pieces  of  the  baric 
of  young  elms,  l'ubfeqnently  found,  that  the  alburnum,  which  was  generated  beneath 
fuch  pieces  of  bark,  had  not  formed  any  union  with  tne  alburnum  of  the  tree  beneath 
it.  But  this  great  naturalift  did  not  employ  ligatures  of  fufficient  power,  to  bring  the 
feark  and  alburnum  into  ekffe  conudf,  or  the  relult  would  have  been  different.” 

newly 
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newly  generated  cortical  and  al- 
burnous  layers  took  a  circular, 
and  rather  elliptical,  courfe  round 
thofe  fpaces,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  generated  by  a  defcending 
fluid,  which  had  divided  into  two 
currents  when  it  came  into  contact 
with  the  fpaces  from  which  the 
lurface  had  been  fcraped  off,  and 
to  have  united  again  immediately 
beneath  them. 

“  In  each  of  thefe  experiments, 
a  new  cortical  and  alburnous  layer 
•was  evidently  generated  ;  and  ap¬ 
parently  by  the  fame  means  that 
fimilar  fubftances  were  generated 
beneath  a  plafter  compofed  of  bees¬ 
wax  and  turpentine,  in  former  ex¬ 
periments*;  and  the  only  obvious 
difference  in  the  reful t  appears  to 
be,  that  the  tranfpofed  and  newly 
generated  bark  formed  a  vital 
union  with  each  other  :  and  it  is 
fufficiently  evident,  that  if  bark  of 
any  kind  was  converted  into  al¬ 
burnum,  it  mull  have  been  that 
newly  generated,  for  it  canfcarce- 
]y  be  fuppofed,  that  the  bark  of  a 
crab. tree  was  tranfmuted  into  the 
alburnum  of  an  apple-tree,  or  that 
the  finuofities  of  the  bark  of  the 
crab-tree  could  have  been  obliter¬ 
ated,  had  fuch  tranfmutation  taken 
place.  There  is  not,  however,  any 
thing  in  the  preceding  cafes  cal-  t 
culated  to  prove  that  the  newly 
generated  bark  was  not  converted 
into  alburnum ;  and  the  elaborate 
experiments  of  Duhamel  fufficiently 
evince  the  difficulty  of  producing 
any  decifive  evidence  in  this  place ; 
neverthelefs  I  trull,  that  I  fhall  be 
able  to  adduce  fuch  faffs  as,  in  the 
aggregate,  will  be  found  nearly 
conclufive. 

u  Examining  almolt  every  day, 


during  the  fpring  and  fummer,  the 
progreffive  formation  of  alburnum 
in  the  young  fhoots  of  an  oak  cop¬ 
pice,  which  had  been  felled  two 
years  preceding,  I  was  wholly  un¬ 
able  to  difcover  any  thing  like  the 
tranfmutation  of  bark  imp  alburn¬ 
um.  The  commencement  of  the 
alburnous  layers  in  the  oak  ( quercus 
robur J  is  diftinguiihed  by  a  circular 
row  of  very  large  tubes.  Thefe 
tubes  are  of  courfe  generated  in 
the  fpring ;  and  during  their  forma¬ 
tion,  I  found  the  fubftance  through 
which  they  palled  to  be  foft  and 
apparently  gelatinous,  and  much 
lefs  tenacious  and  confiftent  than 
the  fubftance  of  the  bark  itfelf ; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  matter  which, 
gave  exiftence  to  the  alburnum 
previoufly  compofed  the  bark,  it 
mull  have  been,  during  its  change 
of  character,  nearly  in  a  ftate  of 
folution.  But  it  is  the  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  one  organized  fubftance 
into  the  other,  and  not  the  identity 
only  of  the  matter  of  both,  for 
which  the  difciples  of  Malpighi 
contend  ;  and  if  the  fibres  and  vef- 
fels  of  the  bark  really  became  thofe 
of  the  alburnum,  a  very  great  de¬ 
gree  of  fimilarity  ought  to  be  found 
in  the  organization  of  thofe  fub¬ 
ftances.  No  fuch  fimilarity,  how¬ 
ever,  exifts ;  and  not  any  thing  at 
all  correfronding  with  the  circular 
row  of  large  tubes  in  the  alburnum 
of  the  oak  is  difeoverabie  in  the 
bark  of  that  tree.  Thefe  tubes 
are  alfo  generated  within  the  in¬ 
terior  furface  of  the  bark,  which 
is  well  defined;  and  during  their 
formation  the  veffels  of  the  bark 
are  diftinflly  vifible,  as  different 
organs ;  and  had  the  one  been 
tranfmuted  into  the  other,  their 


*  Phil.  TraBsf.  for  1807.” 
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progreffive  changes  could  not,  I 
think,  probably  have  efcaped  my 
obfervation.  Nor  does-  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  bark  in  other 
indances  in  any  degree  indicate  the 
character  of  the  wood,  that  is  ge¬ 
nerated  beneath  it :  the  bark  of 
the  wych  elm  ( nlmus  mnntana )  is 
extremely  tough  and  fibrous ;  and 
it  is  often  taken  from  branches  of 
fix  or  eight  years  old,  t©  be  ufed 
in  head  of  cords  ;  that  of  the  afii 
(fraxiuus  exceljlor )  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  taken  from  branches  of 
the  fame  age,  breaks  almoft  as 
readily  in  any  one  direction  as  in 
another,  and  fcarcely  prefents  a 
fibrous  texture ;  yet  the  alburnum 
of  thefe  trees  is  not  very  diffimilar, 
and  the  one  is  often  fubflituted  for 
the  other  in  the  condruclion  of 
agricultural  inftruments. 

i(  Mirbel  has  endeavoured  to 
account  for  the  diffimilar  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  bark,  and  of  the  wood 
into  which  he  conceives  it  to  be 
converted,  by  fuppofing  that  the 
cellular  fubdance  of  the  bark  is 
always  fpringing  from  the  al¬ 
burnum,  while  the  tree  is  growing  ; 
and  that  it  carries  with  it  part  of 
the  tubular  fubflance  ( tijfu  tubu~ 
taire )  of  the  liber,  or  interior  bark. 
Thefe  parts  of  the  interior  bark, 
which  are  thus  removed  from  con- 
tadl  with  the  alburnum,  he  con¬ 
ceives  to  conftitute  the  external 
bark  or  cortex,  while  the  interior 
part  of  the  liber  progreffively 
changes  into  alburnum. 

“  But  if  this  theory  (which  I 
believe  I  have  accurately  dated, 
though  I  am  not  quite  certain  that 
I  fully  comprehend  its  author*) 
were  well  founded,  the  texture  of 


the  alburnum  mu  ft  furely  be  much, 
more  intricate  and  interwoven  than 
it  is,  and  its  tubes  would  lie  lefs 
accurately  parallel  with  each  other 
than  they  do :  and  were  the  fibrous 
fubflance  of  the  bark  progreffively 
changing  into  alburnum,  the  bark 
mud  of  neceffity  be  firmly  attached 
to  the  alburnum  during  the  fpring 
and  dimmer  by  the  continuity,  and 
indeed  identity  of  the  veffels  and 
fibres  of  both  thefe  fubdances.  This, 
however,  is  net  in  any  degree  the 
cafe,  and  the  bark  is  in  thofe  fea- 
fons  very  eafily  feparated  from  the 
alburnum  ;  to  which  it  appears  to 
be  attached  by  a  fubdance  that  is 
apparently  rather  gelatinous  than 
fibrous  or  vafcular  :  and  the  ob¬ 
vious  fadl,  that  the  adhefion  of  the 
cortical  veffels  and  fibres  to  each 
other  is  much  more  drong  than  the 
adhefion  of  the  bark  to  the  al¬ 
burnum,  affords  another  circum- 
dance  aimed  as  inconfident  with  the 
theory  of  Malpighi,  as  with  that 
of  Mirbel. 

<4  Many  of  the  experiments  of 
Duhamel  are,  however,  apparently 
favourable  to  the  theory  of  Mal¬ 
pighi,  refpediing  the  converfion  of 
bark  into  alburnum ;  and  Mirbel 
has  cited  two,  which  he  appears  to 
think  conclufivef .  In  the  fird  of 
thefe  Duhamel  fhows,  that  pieces 
of  diver  wire,  inferted  in  the  bark 
of  trees,  were  fubfequently  found 
in  their  alburnum.  But  Duhamel 
himfelf  has  fhown,  with  his  ufual 
acutenefs  and  candour,  that  the 
evidence  afforded  by  this  experi¬ 
ment  is  extremely  defective ;  and 
he  declares  himfelf  to  be  uncertain, 
that  the  pieces  of  wire  did  not,  at 
their  fird  infertion,  pafs  between 


•*  *  Chap.  III.  Article  5.  Tiaite  <V  Analom’ie  et  tie  Phvfiologie  Vegetale 
<l  t  Clmp.  Ilf.  Article  A.” 
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the  bark  and  the  alburnum  ;  in 
which  cafe  they  would  neceffarily 
have  been  covered  by  every  fuc- 
ceffive  layer  of  alburnum,  without 
any  tranfmutation  of  bark  into 
that  fubftance  * . 

({  In  the  fecond  experiment  cited 
by  Mirbel,  Duhamel  has  fhown, 
that  when  a  bud  of  the  peach-tree, 
with  a  piece  of  bark  attached  to  it, 

Is  inferted  in  a  plum  flock,  a  layer 
of  wood  perfectly  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  peach-tree  will  be  found,  in 
the  fucceeding  winter,  beneath  the 
inferred  bark.  The  datement  of 
Duhamel  is  perfectly  correct :  but 
the  experiment  does  not  by  any 
means  prove  the  converffon  of  bark 
into  wood  ;  for  if  it  be  difficult  to 
conceive  (as  he  remarks)  that  an 
inferted  piece  of  bark  can  depofit 
a  layer  of  alburnum,  it  is  at  lead 
as  difficult  to  conceive,  how  the 
fame  piece  of  bark  can  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  layer  of  alburnum  of 
more  than  twice  its  own  thicknefs 
(and  the  thicknefs  of  the  alburnum 
depofited  frequently  exceeds  that 
of  the  bark  in  this  proportion), 
without  any  perceptible  diminution 
of  its  own  proper  fubffance.  The 
probable  operation  of  the  inferted 
bud,  which  is  a  well-organized 
plant,  at  the  period  when  it  be¬ 
comes  capable  of  being  tranfpofed 
with  fuccefs,  appears  alfo,  in  this 
cafe,  to  have  been  overlooked  ;  for 
I  found,  that  when  I  deftroyed  the 
buds  in  the  fucceeding  winter,  and 
left  the  bark  which  belonged  to 
them  uninjured,  this  bark  no 
longer  poffefled  any  power  to  ge¬ 
nerate  alburnum.  It  neverthelefs 
continued  to  live,  though  perfectly 
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inaflive,  till  it  became  covered 
by  the  fucceffive  alburnous  layers 
of  the  ftock  ;  and  it  was  found 
many  years  afterwards  enclofed  in 
the  wood.  It  was,  however,  dill 
bark,  though  dry  and  lifelefs,  and 
did  not  appear  to  have  made  any 
progrefs  towards  the  converffon 
into  wood. 

tv  In  the  courfe  of  very  nu¬ 
merous  experiments,  which  were 
made  to  afcertain  the  manner  in 
which  vedels  are  formed  in  the 
reproduced  bark  f,  many  circum- 
dances  came  under  my  obfervation, 
which  I  could  adduce  in  fupport 
of  my  opinion,  that  bark  is  never 
tranfmuted  into  alburnum ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  necefiary  to  trouble 
you  with  an  account  of  them  ;  for 
though  much  deference  is  certainly 
due  to  the  opinions  of  thofe  na. 
turalids  who  have  adopted  the  op- 
polite  theory,  and  to  the  doubts  of 
Duhamel,  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  a  ffngle  experiment  which 
warrants  the  concluffons  they  have 
drawn ;  and  I  think,  that  if  bark 

were  really  tranfmuted  into  al- 

* 

burnum,  its  progreffive  changes 
could  only  have  efcaped  the  eyes 
of  prejudiced  or  inattentive  ob*» 
fervers.  In  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  fpring,  I  hope  to  addrefs  to 
you  fome  obfervations  refpefting 
the  manner  in  which  the  alburnum 
is  generated. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
Yourmod  obliged  obedient  fervant, 

Thomas  And.  Knight/* 
Elton,  Dec .  29,  1  807. 


Phyfique  dot  Arbres.  Lib.  IV.  Ch.  III.” 
«  t  Phil.  Tranf.  for  ISO?.”  ' 
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A  Comparative  Vi  eve  of  the  Theories 

relative  to  the  Origin  of  Rock  Salt. 

f  From  Holland' s  Survey  of  Che - 
/hire.) 

S(  Few  queftions  in  geological 
fcience  are  fo  embarraffing  and 
difficult  of  Tolu tion  as  that  which 
regards  the  origin  of  the  beds  of 
foffil  or  rock  fait.  All  the  dif¬ 
ferent  theories  of  the  earth  which 
have  been  propofed  are  eminently 
deficient  in  their  explanation  of 
thefe  natural  phenomena ;  either 
con  trad  idling  the  adlual  appear, 
ances  of  things,  or  aligning  caufes 
and  modes  of  adlion  totally  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  eftablifhed  laws  of 
nature.  It  may  not  be  uninterefting 
in  this  place  to  purfue  the  inquiry 
a  little  further  than  could  with 
propriety  have  been  done  in  the 
body  of  the  Report ;  not  fo  much, 
however,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
forward  any  new  hypothefis,  as  of 
Hating  and  comparing  the  merits 
of  the  nioft  prominent  opinions 
which  have  already  been  advanced 
on  the  fubjedi. 

“  Of  the  feveral  geological 
fjrftems  which  have  engaged  the 
difcuffion  of  the  fcientific  world, 
there  are  two  which  have  derived 
a  peculiar  importance  and  celebrity, 
as  well  from  their  fuperior  con- 
fiftency  with  the  appearances  of 
nature,  as  from  the  eminence  and 
ability  of  their  refpedtive  advocates. 
Thefe  are  the  Huttonian  and  Nep* 
tunian  theories,  differing  moft  ef¬ 
fect  i  ally  in  their  general  principles, 
and  in  the  connexion  of  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  with  the  refults  of  minera- 
logical  obfervation.  rlhe  Hut¬ 


tonian  theory,  fuppofing  the  con^ 
ftant  operation  of  a  fyftetn  of 
decay  and  renovation  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  globe,  attributes  the  firft 
of  thefe  changes,  viz.  the  detritus > 
tranfportation ,  and  depofition  of  ma¬ 
terials,  to  the  agency  of  water’ 
while  it  regards  the  confolidation 
and  elevation  of  the  ftrata  as  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  adlion  of  fubter- 
raneous  heat,  modified  by  the  vaft 
preffure  upon  the  fubftances  oa 
which  it  operates  The  Nep¬ 
tunian  theory,  on  the  other  hand, 
refers  the  formation  of  the  ftrata 
which  conftitute  the  cruft  of  the 
globe,  to  fucceffive  depofttions  of 
the  different  compofing  materials 
from  fome  menftruum,  fuppofed  to 
be  water,  originally  holding  the 
whole  in  a  ftate  of  folution.  This 
opinion  has  been  fupported  by 
Sauffure,  De  Luc,  Kirwan,  and 
other  philofophers :  it  has  likewife 
been  adopted,  under  certain  modi¬ 
fications,  by  Werner,  the  celebrated 
profeffor  of  Frey  berg,  who  has  con- 
nedled  with  it  a  fyftern  of  minera- 
logical  arrangement,  unequalled  in 
the  comprehenfivenefs,  accuracy,, 
and  precifion  of  its  details. 

t(  A  flight  attention  to  the  na¬ 
tural  hiftory  of  rock  fait  will  render 
it  evident  that  neither  of  thefe 
theories  explains  fatisfadlorily, 
from  its  general  principles,  the 
origin  of  this  foffil.  So  fenfible 
indeed  have  the  fupporters  of  each 
fyftem  been  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
fubjedi,  that  in  none  of  their  writ¬ 
ings  has  its  expofition  been  at¬ 
tempted  in  a  precife  or  definite 
mariner :  it  has  been  found  eafier 
to  detedfc  the  fada &y  of  one  hypo- 


tc  *  To  this  condition  the  very  ingenious  and  iaterefting  experiments  of  Sir  James 
Ball  appear  to  annex  the  utruoft  importance*1* 
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fhe Hs  than  to  fubftitute  another  in 
its  (lead.  The  two  theories  coin¬ 
cide  in  attributing  the  formation 
of  the  beds  of  rock  fait  to  preci¬ 
pitation  from  the  waters  of  the 
fea  •  but  with  refpedl  to  the  caufes 
which  cffedled  this  precipitation, 
and  the  exiiling  arrangement  and 
difpolltion  of  the  beds,  they  appear 
totally  at  variance, 

“  The  Huttonian  theory  afcribes 
the  depofition  of  the  muriate  of 
foda  from  the  water  of  the  fea  to 
the  acfion  of  fubterraneous  heat, 
((  If/’  fays  profelfor  Playfair,  in 
his  admirable  illuftrations  of  that 
theory,  “  they  will  adroit  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  fubterraneous  heat,  it 
appears  pofiible  that  the  local  ap¬ 
plication  of  fuch  heat  may  have 
driven  the  water,  in  vapour,  from 
one  place  to  another  ;  and  by  fuch 
action,  often  repeated  in  the  fame 
fjpot,  may  have  produced  thofe  great 
accumulations  of  fa  line  mat  ter  which 
are  adlu-ally  found  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth/'’  As  it  is  conceived, 
however,  that  a  compadt  and  highly 
indurated  body,  like  reck  fair, 
could  not  be  produced  by  any  mode 
of  fimple  precipitation,  the  theory 
afligns  a  continued  action  of  heat 
as  the  caufe  of  its  fufion,  and  fub- 
fequent  confolidation.  This  opi¬ 
nion  profelfor  Playfair  defends  with 
much  ingenuity.  Having  deferibed 
minutely  the  connection  of  the  beds 
of  rock  fait  in  Chefhire  witli  ftrata 
of  argillaceous  done,  and  the  re¬ 
markable  arrangement  of  the  fait 
in  mafles  having  fomewhat  the 
fhape  of  irregular  polyhedra,  he 
continues  to  obferve  :  (f  The  cir- 
cumftances  which  gave  rife  to  this 
Angular  Arudlure  we  fnould  in  vain 
endeavour  to  define;  yet  fome  ge¬ 
neral  conciufions  concerning  them 
feem  to  be  within  our  reach,  Xc 
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is  clear  that  the  whole  mafs  of  fal^ 
was  fluid  at  once,  and  that  the 
forces,  whatever  they  were,  which 
gave  folidity  to  it,  and  produced 
the  new  arrangement  of  its  par¬ 
ticles,  were  all  in  adtion  at  the 
fame  time.  The  uniformity  of  the 
coated  ftrudhire  is  a  proof  of  this, 
and,  above  all,  the  comprefiion  of 
the  polyhedra,  which  is  always 
mutual,  the  flat  fide  of  one  being 
turned  to  the  flat  fide  of  another, 
and  never  an  angle  to  an  angle, 
nor  an  angle  to  a  fide.  The  coats 
formed  as  it  were  round  fo  many 
different  centres  of  attraction,  is 
alfo  an  appearance  quite  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  notion  of  depofition  ; 
both  thefe,  however,  are  com¬ 
patible  with  the  notion  of  folidity 
acquired  by  the  refrigeration  of  a 
fluid,  where  the  whole  mafs  is  adled 
on  at  the  fame  time,  and  where  no 
folvent  remains  to  be  difpofed  of 
after  the  induration  of  the  refi/* 

“  The  general  idea  conveyed 
by  the  Huttonian  theory  appears 
then  to  be,  that  the  local  applica¬ 
tion  of  fubterraneous  heat  efFedted 
a  precipitation  of  fait  from  the 
waters  of  the  fea  ;  that  an  increafed 
adlion  of  heat,  diredled  to  the  fame 
fpot,  reduced  the  faline  mafs  to  a 
ftate  of  fufion  ;  that,  while  fluid, 
it  derived,  from  the  operation  of 
certain  unknown  forces,  its  pecu¬ 
liar  arrangement  and  combinations ; 
and  that,  in  the  procefs  of  cooling, 
it  acquired  its  preCent  fiate  of  in¬ 
duration  and  folidity.  To  pre- 
ferve  a  confiftency  with  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  nature,  it  is  fuppofed 
alfo,  that  during  the  precipitation 
of  the  fait,  as  well  as  in  the  inter¬ 
vals  between  fuccelfive  precipita¬ 
tions,  a  depofition  of  an  argilla¬ 
ceous  fubfiance  was  taking  place-; 
which,  during  tbefubfequent  fufion, 

a  flumes 
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afTumed  its  prefent  Ante  of  admix¬ 
ture  with  the  rock  fait. 

<f  To  this  hypothecs,  ingenious 
and  plaufible  as  it  may  appear,  fe- 
veral  objections  may  be  oppofed, 
affecting  at  once  the  validity  of  its 
general  principles,  and  their  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  exifting  appear¬ 
ances  of  nature.  The  following 
are  the  moft  important  and  ftriking 
of  thefe  objections  t 

lit.  The  exiftence  of  a  central 
or  fubterraneous  heat  has  been  de¬ 
nied  by  many  philofophers,  who 
reft  their  argument  on  two  prin¬ 
cipal  grounds ;  the  impoffibility  of 
its  production  or  maintenance  in 
conformity  with  the  known  laws 
of  caloric  ;  and  the  certainty  that, 
did  it  exift,  it  muft  diffufe  itfelf 
over  the  whole  globe,  fo  as  to 
produce  every  where  an  equili¬ 
brium  of  temperature.  Admitting, 
however,  the  exiftence  and  occa- 
fional  operation  of  fuch  a  central 
heat,  there  are  (till  feveral  diffi¬ 
culties  connected  with  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  its  agency  in  the  formation 
of  the  beds  of  rock  fait.  It  is 
fcarcely  conceivable  that  a  degree 
of  heat,  capable  of  throwing  off”  in 
vapour  the  whole  fuperincumbent 
mafs  of  waters,  fhould  have  been 
directed  to  one  particular  fpot  on 
the  furface  of  the  globe.  It  might 
too  with  propriety  be  inquired, 
what  phyfical  caufe  could  fo  fud- 
denly  produce  this  local  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  central  heat ;  or, 
being  thus  determined,  what  cir- 
cumftance  could  effeCt  fo  immediate 
a  ceffntion  in  its  aCtion  ?  The  diffi¬ 
culty  here  is  increafed  by  the  con- 
fideration,  that  the  effeCl  to  be 
accounted  for  neceftarily  fuppofes 
a  repetition  of  this  agency  at  fuc- 


ceffive  periods,  directed  to  the  fame 
ipot,  and  with  the  fame  degree  of 
intenftty  ;  coincidences  too  fur- 
prifing  not  to  be  regarded  as  im¬ 
probabilities  in  any  fyfterm 

((  2d.  Another  powerful  objec* 
tion  to  this  hypothefis,  is  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  earthy  falts 
bear  a  fmaller  proportion  to  the 
muriate  of  foda  in  rock  fait,  than 
in  fea^-water.  It  may  be  argued, 
indeed,  that  the  muriate  of  mag- 
nefia  is  more  eafily  foluble  than  the 
muriate  of  foda  ;  but  this  does  not 
obviate  the  objeCtiop,  as  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  fea-water,  previoufty 
to  its  converfion  into  vapour,  muft 
have  depoftted  all  the  falts  it  held 
difiolved.  It  may  be  remarked 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fulphate 
of  lime  is  a  fait  very  difficult  of 
folution. 

((  3d.  Had  the  rock  fait  been 
formed  in  the  way  which  this 
theory  fuppofed,  it  is  not  likely 
that  it  would  contain  its  prefent 
portion  of  water  of  cryftallization. 
A  heat,  fufficiently  intenfe  to  drive 
off  the  incumbent  waters  of  the 
fea  in  a  ftate  of  vapour,  muft,  in 
ail  probability,  have  carried  away 
at  the  fame  time  any  water  which 
the  fait  might  be  difpofed  to  retain 
in  its  fubftance. 

“  4.  If  the  hypotheiis  in  queftion 
were  accurate,  we  might  expeCl  to 
find  numerous  impreffions  of  marine 
animals  in  the  beds  of  rock  fait. 
Should  it  befaid  that  thefe  remains 
were  deftroyed  in  the  fubfequent 
fufton  of  the  faline  mafs,  it  may 
be  afked  why  a  fimilar  deftruClion 
has  not  occurred  in  beds  of  limeftone, 
which,  according  to  the  theory  of 
Dr.  Hutton,  are  alfo  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  a  ftate  of  fufton  #. 

fi  5.  The 


««  *  On  this  fubjeCt  Mr.  Playfair  has  remarked  to  me,,  that  the  conditions  neceffary 
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y  The  idea  which  this  hy¬ 
pothecs  conveys  of  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  beds  of  rock  fait  is  not 
without  its  difficulties.  Referring 
more  particularly  to  thofe  now 
worked  in  Chefhirc,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  as  the  lower  ftra¬ 
tum,  and  the  lower  parts  of  that 
ftratum,  mu  ft  have  been  expofed  to 
a  heat  of  much  grearer  intenfity 
and  longer  duration,  than  the  no- 
per  ftratum  or  fuperior  parts  of  the 
lower  ftratum,  we  ought  to  find 
the  fait  rock  in  the  former  pof- 
feffing  a  greater  degree  of  indura. 
tion  and  confidence  than  that  in  the 
latter.  This  obfervation,  however, 
does  not  prove  to  be  the  cafe.  It 
might  have  been  expeded  too,  as 
the  heat  was  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  portion  of  the  upper  ftratum 
neareft  the  furface  to  a  fluid  ftate, 
that  the  bed  of  clay,  interpofed 
between  the  twoftrata,  would  have 
been  much  more  completely  and 
perfedly  indurated  than  it  is  ac¬ 
tually  found  to  be.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  the  idea  of  confolidation  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  agency  of  heat. 

(t  Such  are  the  molt  important 
objections  to  the  Huttonian  theory 
of  the  formation  of  rock  fait.  It 
is  evident  that  feveral  of  them  are 
not  peculiar  to  this  hypothefis,  but 
common  to  every  one  which  con- 
fiders  this  foffil  as  a  depofitioo  from 
the  waters  o!  the  lea.  It  is  pof- 
fible  too,  that  the  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  mode  of  depofition 
may  be  fo  modified  as  to  remove 
partially,  or  entirely,  fome  of  the 
other  difficulties  which  have  been 
ftated  ;  as  there  are  certainly  fe¬ 
veral  circumftances  conneded  with 
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the  natural  hiftory  of  rock  fait 
which  render  it  fufficiently  pro¬ 
bable  that  Heat  has  been  an  irrs1- 
portnnt  agent  in  the  formation  of 
this  mineiab  Great  fcope  for  in¬ 
genuity  and  obfervation  is  ft  ill  left 
in  the  profecution  of  the  inquiry. 

•  <s  The  Neptunian  hypothecs  on 
this  fubjed  differs  in  many  effential 
particulars  from  the  one  juft  ftated  ; 
rejeding  altogether  the  operation 
of  hear,  and  referring  the  prefen t 
ftate  and  arrangement  of  the  beds 
of  rock  fair,  as  well  as  their  ori¬ 
ginal  formation,  to  the  effeds  of 
aqueous  depofition  alone.  In  none 
of  the  writings,  however,  of  thofe 
who  have  efpoufed  this  dodrine 
do  wc  find  a  precife  or  detailed 
account  of  the  particular  mode  of 
formation  affigned  to  the  foffil  iri 
queftion.  Without  any  reference 
to  the  difintegration  of  more  an¬ 
cient  rocks,  they  feem  to  corffider 
it  fimply  as  one  of  the  lateft  pre¬ 
cipitations  from  the  fluid  menftr  uum 
which  originally  held  all  the  ma- 
terials  of  the  ftrata  in  folution.  No 
fuppofltion  is  offered  as  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  this  depofition  of 
fait;  but  it  is  ftated,  in  general 
terms,  as  depending  upon  fome 
mode  of  chemical  agency  ;  or,  as 
conftituting  one  in  that  feries  of 
changes  which  may  be  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  place,  where  fo  many 
powerful  chemical  agents  were 
brought  together  in  a  ftate  fitted 
for  their  mutual  operation.  In 
illuftration  of  fome  of  the  modifi¬ 
cations  which  the  idea  of  theaqueous 
formation  of  rock  fait  may  receive, 
I  have  made  the  following  ex  trad 
from  a  very  ingenious  work,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Edinburgh  fome  years 


to  the  prefervatu  n  of  organic  remains  are  involved  in  an  obfeurity  which  renders  all 
arguments,  derived  from  thefe  appearances,  extremely  uncertain,  and  indecifive.” 

Vwt,  L.  or  VoL,  VIII,  New  Series,  *  Q  q  ago* 
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ago,  in  reply  to  profeflor  Playfair's 
Illuftrations  of  the  Huttonian 
theory. 

“  It  may  be  difficult,  even  on 
the  Neptunian  theory,  to  give  a 
fatisfadtory  explanation  of  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  rock  fait ;  but  there  are  no 
appearances  in  this  foffil  inconfiftent 
with  the  fuppofition  of  its  aqueous 
origin.  The  Neptunifts  have  fup. 
pofed  that  it  may  have  been  formed 
by  collections  of  the  original  fea. 
water  in  hollows,  among  the  ltrata, 
having  fuffered  evaporation  during 
the  temporary  retreat  of  the  ocean, 
and  that  thefe,  having  been  fuccef- 
lively  filled,  have  furnifhed  the 
firata  of  rock  fait.  But  it  is  a 
ftrong  objection  to  this,  and  all 
other  theories  which  derive  it  from 
the  evaporation  of  fea-water,  that 
It  does  not  contain  the  faline  fub- 
-fiances  which  are  dififolved  in  that 
'Water  ;  or  at  lead  does  not  contain 
them  in  the  due  proportion  ;  and 
that  it  contains  fewer  remains  of 
marine  animals  than  we  fhould  ex- 
■peCI,  had  it  had  fuch  an  origin.  Per¬ 
haps  we  may  fuppofe,  that  the  faline 
fubftances,  in  common  with  others, 
had  exifted  in  the  original  fluid 
in  which  all  the  ft-rata  were  dif- 
folved  ;  that  part  of  thefe  being 
locally  accumulated,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  materials  of  every 
other  firatum  have  more  or  lefs 
been,  from  circumftances  which 
we  cannot  determine,  had  been 
•confufedly  cryfiallized ;  and  that 
any  remaining  portion  had  been 
retained  in  folution  by  the  water, 
thofe  falts  of  courfe  remaining  in 
it,  in  increafed  pioportion,  which 
were  leaft  difpofed  to  cryftallize. 
Such  is  the  muriate  of  magnefia  ; 
and  it  is  not  impoffible  but  that 
even  much  of  the  muriate  of  foda 
now  found  in  lea- water,  may  have* 


been  re-diflblved  from  firata  form¬ 
ed  ;  or  we  may  modify  this  ex¬ 
planation  by  the  equally  probable 
fuppofition,  that  at  firft  the  foda 
and  muriatic  acid  of  the  fait  had 
not  been  in  combination  ;  but  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  various  altera¬ 
tions  of  attra&ions  from  the  pre¬ 
cipitation  of  the  firata,  they  had 
been  brought  together,  had  united, 
and,  if  locally  accumulated,  chryf- 
tallized.  Such  a  fuppofition  re¬ 
ceives  confirmation  from  the  fact, 
that  in  many  of  the  firata,  in  trap, 
for  example,  according  to  the  ex- 

L  J  ^  <3 

cellent  experiments  of  Dr. Kennedy, 
both  foda  and  muriatic  acid  exift, 
and  feii- fa  It  itfelf  is  fometimes 
found  among  primary  firata.  This 
general  hypothefis,  modified  in  ei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  ways,  involves  no 
improbable  fuppofitions,  and  is  per¬ 
haps  adequate  to  the  explanation 
of  the  production  of  this  foffil. ” 

“  The  vague  and  indefinite 
manner  in  which  thefe  fiatemeats 
are  conveyed,  indicates  at  once 
the  extreme  obfcurity  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  and  the  difficulty  of  explain¬ 
ing  it  confifiently  with  any  general 
fche'me  of  geology.  It  is  obvious, 
indeed,  that  the  theory  which  af- 
cribes  the  formation  of  rock  fait 
to  the  agency  of  water  alone,  la. 
hours  under  many  embarraffments. 
and  inconfiftencies ;  fome  of  which, 
it  is  fcarcely  poflible  that  any  mo¬ 
difications  fhould  entirely  remove. 
The  molt  important  of  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  hypothefis  it  majr 
be  proper  to  ftate. 

t(  ifi.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive*’ 
that  any  chemical  agency  fhould 
induce  fo  copious  a  precipitation 
of  the  muriate  of  foda  in  particular 
fpots;  while,  in  places  direCtly  con¬ 
tiguous,  no  traces  are  left  of  fuch 
a  precipitation, 

**  2d.  This 
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i(  2d.  This  hypothefis  gives  no 
ihtisfaclory  explanation  of  the  in¬ 
durated  (late  of  the  beds  of  rock 
fait.  It  has  been  argued,  indeed, 
that  inftead  of  an  aflemblage  of 
fmall,  loofe  chryftals,  large  and 
compaH  cliry ilalline  maffes  might 
poffibly  have  been  formed  ;  or  that, 
even  if  the  fait  full  depofited  were 
not  perfeiflly  compact,  its  confoli- 
dation  might  have  been  completed 
by  the  percolation  of  water,  hold¬ 
ing  fait  in  folution,  through  it, 
and  the  depofition  of  this  fait  in  its 
pores.  Here  a  queftion  naturally 
.occurs :  what  becomes  of  the  per¬ 
colating  fluid,  after  the  depofition 
of  its  falts  in  the  pores  of  the  faline 
mafs  ?  Does  it,  by  fome  inex¬ 
plicable  procefs,  return  upwards 
into  the  fuperincumbent  body  of 
waters?  or  does  it  penetrate  through 
the  beds  of  fait,  and  difperfe  itfelf 
among  the  fiibjacent  ftrata  ?  Ad¬ 
mitting,  however,  a  fatisfaHory 
folution  of  this  difficulty,  and  the 
operation  of  the  different  circum- 
ftances  adduced,  Hill  the  alleged 
caufe  appears  decidedly  inadequate 
to  produce  fuch  a  degree  of  in¬ 
duration  as  is  met  with  in  the  fait 
.rock  of  Chelhire. 

ts  3d.  The  theory  in  queflion 
affistns  no  circumftance  which  could 

O 

produce  the  peculiar  difpofition 
and  arrangement  of  the  fait,  and 
its  Angular  mode  of  combination 
with  argillaceous  earth. 

*<  4th.  1  he  non-exiften.ee  of  or- 
ganlc  imprefiions  or  remains  in  the 
.ilrata  of  rock  lair,  militates  Hill 
•more  ftrongly  againft  this  hypo¬ 
thefis  than  againft  that  of  Dr. 
.  Hutton  ;  as  here  no  agency  is  af- 
figned  which  could  poffibly  effeH 
their  deftruftion.  The  objection 
deduced  from  the  fmaller  proport  ion 
of  earthy  falls  combined  with  rock 
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fait  than  with  fea-water,  is  like- 
wife  applicable,  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  to  the  idea  of  aqueous  forma¬ 
tion;  though  its  force  is  diminifhed 
bv  fome  of  the  remarks  I  have 
quoted  from  the  Reply  to  the  II- 
luftrations  of  theHuttonian  theory. 

‘f  In  addition  to  thefe  general 
arguments,  it  may  be  alked,  how, 
on  this  hypothefis,  we  can  account 
for  the  formation  of  the  hill  of  rock 
fait  at  Cardona  in  Spain  ?  It  feems 
fcarcely  poffible  that  any  chemical 
agency  could  have  been  fo  power¬ 
ful  in  its  local  operation,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  limited  in  its 
range  of  aclion.  The  Huttonian 
theory  is  fomewhat  more  fortunate 
in  its  explanation  of  this  natural 
phenomenon ;  fuppofing  an  agent 
by  the  occafional  exertion  of  which 
the  natural  arrangement  of  the  ftrata 
is  broken  and  difturbed ;  fome  being 
depreffed,  others  elevated  above' 
the  level  they  originally  aftumed. 
It  is  highly  defirable,  with  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  general  queftion  un¬ 
der  confideration,  that  we  fnotdd 
obtain  fome  more  precife  and  de¬ 
tailed  accounts  of  this  lingular 
mountain  than  have  yet  been 
given. 

{(  With  refpefl  to  the  fuppofition 
that  the  foda  and  muriatic  acid  of 
fait  were  not  in  the  firft  inftance 
combined;  but  that,  in  confequence 
of  the  operation  of  different  che¬ 
mical  affinities,  they  came  into 
combination,  chryftallized,  and  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  large  maffes ;  it  mull, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fcience,  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  gratuitous  hy¬ 
pothefis,  to  which  the  curious 
fatfts,  obferved  by  Dr.  Kennedy, 
by  no  means  afford  an  adequate 
countenance. 

‘ (  From  the  want  of  a  regular 
and  conneHed  account  of  the  Wer- 

*  Q  q  2 
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ncrian  hypotliefis,  it  is  difficult  to 
afcertain  precifely  the  modifica¬ 
tions  which  have  been  made  by 
Werner  in  the  general  principles 
of  the  Neptunian,  theory.  In  the 
eeocmofy  of  the  German  fchool, 
rock  fait  is  confidered  as  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  third  or  ficetz  forma¬ 
tion  ;  a  clafs  of  rocks  which  com¬ 
prehends  'varieties  of  fan-d-ftone, 
lime-ftone,  gypfum,  trap,  &c. ;  and, 
from  the  abundance  and  variety  of 
the  petrifactions  which  it  contains, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed  at 
a  time  when  organized  beings  were 
numerous  upon  the  furface  of  the 
olobe.  The  immediate  pofition  of 
the  rock  fait,  according  to  this 
arrangement,  is  with  the  firft  fleet z 
gypfum;  a  formation  which  is 
placed  directly  above  the  firft 
ficetz  limeftone,  and  is  remarkable, 
as  well  as  the  fecond  ficetz  gyp¬ 
fum,  for  being  totally  deftitirte  of 
petrifactions  or  organic  remains 
This  circumftance  it  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  the  fuppofition  of 
aqueous  origin  ;  nor  does  it  ap¬ 
pear  probable  that  any  modifica¬ 
tions  of  the  Neptunian  theory 


would  -entirely  refeue  this  idea  of 
the  formation  of  rock  fait  from  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  (fated 
above. 

f<  Such  is  a  very  general  (ketch  of 
the  two  moft  important  opinions 
which  have  hitherto  been  advanced 
relative  to  the  formation  of  rock: 
fait.  It  will  be  fern  that  each  of 
them  is  liable  to  a  variety  of  ob¬ 
jections,  arifing  partly  from  the 
uncertainty  of  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  which  they  a  flu  me  ;  partly 
from  a  defeCt  in  the  application  of 
thefe  principles  to  the  exifting  ap¬ 
pearances  of  nature.  Some  of  the 
difficulties  connected  with  the  fub- 
ject,  as  they  are  common  to  thefe, 
and  to  every  other  hypothefis  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  may  perhaps  be  dif- 
mi  fifed  entirely  from  the  calculation. 
There  dill  remain  numerous  points 
of  comparifon  between  the  two 
theories,  in  which  the  probabilities 
of  the  explanations  they  refpec- 
tively  give  of  the  phenomena  in 
queftion,  may  be  weighed  and 
ascertained.  It  is  by  no  means  the 
chief  objeCf  of  this  paper,  either  to 
pronounce  a  decided  opinion  upon 


“  *  The  fibrous  mid  lamellated  fpecies  of  ruck  fait  are  considered  as  having  the  fame 
geogruoltic  relations.  In  the  Ghellifre  mines,  the  fibrous  rock  fait  is  ufually  found 
m  the  veins  which  perlorate  the  ftrata  of  indurated  clay." 

<*  M.  Brociiant,  a  difciple  of  die  Wernerian  fchool,  in  his  “  Traite  Llementairs  de 
Mineralogie/’  gives  the  following  general  account  of  the  mineralogical  relations  of 
rock  fait,  which  may  be  regarded  upon  the  whole  as  extremely  accurate*  “  Le  fet 
gemme  forme  quelquelois  tine  elp&cC  particuiiere  de  raontagnes  ftrati  formes,  dans 
lefqnalles  fes  touches  alternent  le  plus  ordinairement  avec  des  couches  d’argile, 
toujoufs  plus  ou  moms  penCtrees  le  fel ;  tres  l'ouvenl  aulU  il  eft  melange  avec  da 
gvpfe,  de  la  pierre  puante,  de  la  poix  minfrale,  du  gres,  See.  Lc  gy pie  furtout  a  des 
rapports  geologiques  tres-marquCs  avec  de  fel  gemme  ;  et  il  eft  ties  rare  qu’il  ne  fc 
trou ve  pas  dans  Ion  voiUnage.  Le  plus  foutent  neanmoins  il  ne  fe  trouve  qn’en 
petit  es  couches  fubordonnCes  ou  en  mafies  i  to  lees,  dans  les  montagnes  dont  la  mail# 
principale  eft  le  gypfo,  la  pierre  calcaire,  ou  1 'argil e.  On  en  a  troavC  auili  en  flons,- 
mais  on  en  cite  pen  d’examples." 

“  I  am  not  aware  that  1  can  plead  a  more  fatisfaClory  apology  for  the  detailed 
account  I  have  given  of  the  natural  hiiiory  of  the  Chefhire  falt-rnines,  than  the  cir- 
cundtance  thatAI.  Brociiant,  in  his  ftateraeut  of  the  principal  mines  of  this  delcription 
with  which  we  are  acquaint'd],  makes  not  the  Uighteft  allufion  to  them;  though  in 
extent  and  commercial  importance  they  undoubtedly  exceed  any  other  in  the  world" 
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their  comparative  merits,  or  to 
propofe  any  new  hypothecs  which 
may  elude  the  feveral  difficulties 
already  dated.  Although,  how¬ 
ever,  at  prefi  nr,  it  appears  impofti- 
b!e  to  afford  an  explanation  which 
fhall  preferve  a  perfect  confiftency 
in  a  1 1  us  parts,  we  are  certainly  en¬ 
titled  to  expect  that  at  feme  future 
p:  riod,  the  advanced  hate  of  gene¬ 
ral  fcience  will  throw  new  lights 
upon  the  fubjefr,  and  enable  us  to 
profecute  with  renovated  fpirit  and 
fuccefs,  an  enquiry  which  muft  ever 
imereft  and  gratify  the  (Indent  of 
nature.  H.  Holland.” 


Obf elevations  on  the  Caitfe  of  the 
Rnjl  or  Mildew  in  Wheat .  By 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Clack . 

From  Vancouver’ s  Agricultural  Sur¬ 
vey  of  Dcvonjhire. 

Milton  Da manll,  Holdfworihy. 

(t  In  purfuance  of  the  requeft 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  honour 
me  with,  I  have  fent  you  fome  of 
my  obfervations  on  the  blight  in 
wheat,  See, 

“  That  this  blight  is  a  fungus, 
has  been  difeovered  by  the  aid  of 
the  magnilying  glafs  ;  and  that  its 
sonfequences  are  very  pernicious  to 
wheat,  ,  is  acknowledged  by  ail 
agriculturifts,  as  it  impedes  the 
nutritive  fluid  in  its  progrefs  from 
the  root  to  the  grain.  This  fungus 
I  obferve,  is  generated  in  many 
other  vegetable  fubftances  befuffis 
wheat,  fuch  as  trees,  fhrubs,  herbs, 
grades,  &c.  varying  in  colour  and 
fize.  Thefe  receiving  the  infec¬ 
tion  at  different  feafons  of  the 
year,  form,  as  it  were,  conductors 
from  one  to  the  other,  in  which 
fungi  germinate,  effiorefee,  difle- 
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minate,  and  die,  during  the  evolu- 
tions  of  the  feafons.  In  fpring 
and  autumn  the  fungus  thrives  lirni- 
kr  to  all  other  vegetable  fubftances 
in  a  more  luxuriant  degree  than  in 
winter,  exhibiting  irfelf  more 
powerfully  on  the  leaves  of  the  al- 
vus  nigra  baccifera ,  or  black  alder; 
pear  tree,  willow,  box,  barberry, 
rafpberrv,  rofe,  goofeberry,  black¬ 
berry,  trefoil,  ftrawberry,  dock, 
coltsfoot,  grades,  the  yellow  corn, 
or  melancholy  thiftie,  and  wheat. 
Its  colour  is  flrft  pale  yellow,  then 
orange,  turning  off  to  a  brown  or 
black.  Op.  fome  leaves  it  deftroys 
the  part  affected,  and  entirely  kills 
others.  On  the  leaves  of  pears, 
barberries,  the  black  alder,  and 
goofeberry  trees,  it  exhibits  itfelf 
at  firft  in  fmall  yellow  puftules, 
increafjng  in  ft ze  until  they  efHo- 
refee  in  clufters  of  various  ftiapes, 
occupying  both  ftdes  of  the  leaf, 
turning  off  to  a  vermillion,  and 
then  a  dark  rutty  brown  colour. 
Sometimes  the  fungus  affedts  alfo 
the  blodom  ;  as  for  inftance,  that 
of  the  black  alder.  Sometimes 
voun?  (hoots,  as  thofe  of  the  afore- 
mentioned  tree,  of  which  I  have 
feen  every  (hoot  juft  as  it  fprouts 
forth,  infeHed  all  round,  curled 
up,  the  fungus  as  large  as  a  goofe- 
quill,  and  the  (hoot  finally  dell  toy¬ 
ed.  Sometimes  it  infedls  the  fruit, 
as  for  inftance,  that  of  the  goofe¬ 
berry  trees,  which,  as  foon  as  the 
fungus  has  arrived  at  maturity, 
withers  and  falls  to  the  ground. 
On  the  black  alder  the  fungus  is 
larger  than  on  any  other  ftirub,  and 
on  the  box  the  moft  minute. 

“  On  bramble,  rofes,  and  rafp- 
berry  leaves,  its  firft  appearance  is 
generally  ot  a  pale  yellow  powder, 
turning  od  to  an  orange  colour, 
and  laftly  jet  black  mildew.  So 
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likewife  in  the  coltsfoot,  wheat, 
and  grades.  Its  effects  on  barley 
and  oats  are  fo  trifling  as  not  to 
deferve  notice.  When  you  perceive 
the  upper  part  of  leaves  turned  red 
or  brown,  and  in  fpots,  it  is  a  fure 
indication  of  their  having  been  in- 
fed  ed  by  the  fungus,  which  you 
will  generally  find  on  turning  up 
the  leaf,  growing  beneath  it,  and 
in  its  laft  ft  age,  unlefs  it  has  been 
wafhed  off  by  heavy  rains. 

*  “  In  1805  I  remarked  that  half  a 
large  field  of  wheat  adjoining  to  a 
coppice,  was  very  much  fmitten 
with  the  blight,  or  ruft  as  it  is 
generally  called  in  this  neighbour, 
hood  ;  but  as  the  contagion  oc¬ 
curred  before  the  ear  had  fnot,  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  damage  was  fuflained  by 
the  grain.  The  other  half  of  the 
field  was  then  tilled,  and  laft  year 
an  infedion  took  place  fimilar  to 
the  year  before,  but  after  the  ear 
(hot,  unfortunately  two  fucceflive 
infections  took  place  ;  the  grain 
was  confcquently  much  injured,  as 
not  only  the  leaf  but  the  ftalk  and 
glumes  were  attacked,  from  their 
being  expofed,  and  had  not  the 
fleld  been  cut  before  it  was  ripe,  it 
would  have  been  deftroyed.  The 
feeds  of fungi  are  fo  minute,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  light,  that  they  are 
liable  to  be  wafted  by  every 
breeze,  when  accompanied  by 
moifture  or  fogs :  thence  the  falfe 
idea  that  the  mildew  is  caufed  by 
the  fog  alone.  The  fungus  having 
arrived  at  maturity  in  the  fpring 
on  a  few  flrrubs,  bufhes,  or  plants, 
is  taken  up  by  the  next  humid  at- 
mofphere,  wafted  into  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  fields,  and  the  neareft  wheat  is 
fure  to  fuffer  moft.  The  wheat 
near  the  weftern 'hedge,  where  any 
plants  congenial  to  the  growth  of 
fungi  remain,  is  fure  to  fuffer  more* 


than  any  other  part  of  phe  field. 
In  damp  weather  alfo  its  feed  is 
more  immediately  received  into 
the  leaves  of  the  trees  and  fhrubs, 
together  with  their  barks  and 
fru  its,  through  the  medium  of 
thofe  valves  or  mouths  which  na¬ 
ture  has  fupplied  them  with  for  the 
admiflion  of  moifture.  Thefe 
valves  pofiefs  a  contradile  force, 
which  is  operated  on  by  the  power 
of  a  dry  or  cold  atmofphere, 
whereby  the  regrefs  of  the  moif¬ 
ture  is  prevented,  and  of  courfe  it 
is  taken  up  by  the  tree.  Thefe 
valves  are  fcarce  perceptible  to  the 
naked  eye,  but  are  eafi ly  defcried 
by  the  ufe  of  a  highly  magnifying 
giafs.  The  farina  of  the  fungus  is, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  other  vegetable 
fubftances,  carried  from  flower  to 
flower,  by  means  of  infeds,  but 
thefe  infeds  generally  aflimilate 
their  colour  to  the  colour  of  the 
fungus,  except  in  one  inftance  :  the 
fungus  on  the  black  alder,  barber¬ 
ry,  and  goofeberry  tree,  is  attended 
by  an  infed  about  the  fuze  of  a 
cheefe  mite  ;  it  is  of  a  fnining  jet 
bkick,  and  fomewhat  the  fhape  of 
a  beetle.  It  is  the  exact  fize  of 
the  aperture  in  the  fungus  bloflom, 
and  when  the  fungus  is  decaying, 
inhabits  it,  and  feeds  on  its  inte¬ 
rior.  Thefe  curious  little  infeds 
are  fometimes  found  in  the  interior 
of  dead  oak  apples,  where,  as  in 
other  fungi .  they  probably  remain 
during  winter. 

“  Ha  ving  troubled  you  with 
fome  hiftory  of  the  fungus,  its 
progrefs  and  confequences,  I  will 
proceed  next  to  give  you  my  rca- 
fons  to  prove  how  its  extent  may 
be  materially  leflened  ;  for  though 
we  may  as  well  fay  that  weeds  fhall 
not  infeft  our  gardens,  as  exped  to 
give  a  total  check  to  the  growth 
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i*f  fungus  in  wheat,  nevertbelefs, 
by  cutting  out  or  eradicating 
whatever  we  find  on  our  farms  that 
is  congenial  to  the  growth  of  fun¬ 
gus,  I  doubt  not  but  we  may  ren¬ 
der  a  moft  beneficial  fervice  to 
wheat,  by  preventing  that  excefs 
ofinjury  which fometimes  threatens 
the  whole  nation  with  famine,  and 
is  often  the  caufe  of  lamentable 
fcarcities. 

i(  Though  the  progrefs  of  fungus 
is  much  checked  by  the  falling  of 
leaves  in  autumn  and  winter,  with 
which  it  moft  probably  perilhes, 
yet  it  is  remarkable  to  obferve, 
that  fome  evergreens,  particularly 
the  box  and  bramble  bufh,  retain 
the  fungi  in  all  their  various  ftuges, 
even  during  the  fevereft  frofts  of 
winter  ;  and  which,  on  the  return 
of  a  little  mild  and  humid  weather 
in  fpring,  contribute  to  infeft  with 
an  aftonifhing  rapidity  the  earlieft 
leaves  and  (hoots  of  fpring  in  thofe 
vegetables  congenial  to  its  propa¬ 
gation.  Thefe  fungi  then  fiourifti 
with  an  extraordinary  luxuriance, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  a  week  or  tw  o, 
arriving  at  maturity,  diflemioate 
their  baneful  effects  throughout 
thoufands  of  acres  of  thofe  golden 
Iheaves  which  are  the  hufbandman’s 
hope  and  the  ftaff  of  life. 

There  are  alfo  fome  trees  which 
retain  old  fungus  during  winter  on 
their  barks,  fuch  as  the  common 
willow,  hazel,  birch,  and  fome¬ 
times  oak  coppice,  but  principally 
the  former,  and  from  their  fmutty 
appearance,  even  at  fome  diftance 
being  diftinguifhed,  (hould  either 
be  cut  down,  or  at  leaft  lofe  their 
limbs,  which  will  in  the  enfuing 
fpring  fend  forth  abundance  of 
clean  young  wood.  The  barberry 
will  alfo  retain  old  fungi  in  any 
fifiure  or  cleft  in  the  bark,  occa- 
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fioned  by  injury,  exhibiting  nu¬ 
merous  black  puftules.  Thefe- 
fhoukl  be  cutout.  Winter  is  alfo 
the  beft  period  for  getting  rid  of 
the  black  alder,  at  fuch  time  parti¬ 
cularly  diftinguifhed  by  the  blaek- 
nefs  of  her  bark,  though  at  this 
time  free  from  infection.  The 
bramble  abounds  in  all  countries, 
and  is  therefore  more  injurious  than 
the  box,  being  fimilar  to  her  in 
bearing  the  fungus,  as  I  faid  before, 
at  all  feafons,  even  in  the  fevereft 
frofts  of  winter;  fhe  ought  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  cut  as  clofe  as  poffible 
in  our  hedges  and  coppices,  at 
leaft  once  or  twice  a  year. 

4 4  Boxes  are  feldom  much  af- 
fefied  by  the  fungus  when  fituated 
in  an  elevated  and  open  fituation, 
but  in  fhady  and  damp  ones  their 
growth  muft  be  attended  with  very 
deleterious  confequences  ;  even  in 
winter,  the  coarfe  grades  that  grow 
near  them,  if  in  a  hedge,  will  be 
ftrongly  infetfted,  of  which  I  have 
at  prefent  a  fpecimen  in  my  gatr 
den. 

44  The  common  praflice  of  new: 
making  the  hedges  round  the 
wheat,  is  certainly  attended  with 
many  benefits,  particularly  in  lef- 
fening  the  quantum  of  fungi  that 
would  otherwife  injure  the  corn. 

i(  The  glebe  of  my  living  had 
been  notorious  from  time  immemoi 
rial  for  being  given  to  rufty  wheat, 
when  I  was  prefen  ted  to  it.  Its 
glebe  is  eighty  acres,  and  on  my 
refidence,  not  liking  to  entangle 
myfelf  at  once  with  the  whole,  1 
let  two- thirds  of  it  to  two  of  my 
parifhioners,  for  the  term  of  feven 
years.  No  reftor  having  refided 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  thp 
fences  were  extremely  dilapidated 6 
During  the  two  firft  years  I  made 
nearly  three- fourths  of  the  hedges, 
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and  fuch  was  the  immediate  effect 
(Oi  cutting,  keeping,  and  plafhing 
them,  that  the  nature  of  the  glebe 
feeined  altered,  and  the  corn  was 
very  near  as  clean  as  that,  of  the 
reft  cf  my  neighbours.  Wherever 

o'  (J 

1  have  heard  of  a  field  or  farm  re¬ 
puted  for  bad  corn,  I  have  invaria¬ 
bly  found  thofe  trees  congenial  to 
the  fungus  abundant  in  the  hedges, 
or  adjoining  woodlands.  Nor  do 
I  conceive,  that  any  field  in  which 
the  coltsfoot  or  yellow  corn  thiftle 
grows,  can  poffibly  be  free  from 
ruft,  in  confequence  of  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  fungi  that  grow  under 
their  leaves  ;  and  every  exertion 
ought  to  be  made  tife  of  to  get 
rid  of  them.  I  hope  you  will  par¬ 
don  rny  prefumption  in  begging  to 
differ  from  that  able  naturaiift, 
fir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  (in  his 
Treat  ife  on  the  Caufe  of  the  Dif- 
eafe  of  the  Blight  in  Corn)  fays. 
It  cannot  however  be  an  ex¬ 
pensive  precaution  to  fearch  dili¬ 
gently  in  the  fpring  for  young 
plants  of  wheat  infeCled  with  the 
difeafe,  and  carefully  to  extirpate 
them.”  By  due  examination  it 
will  be  found,  that  when  one  blade 
of  wheat  exhibits  fungus,  the  whole 
field  is  infeded  in  every  blade, 
though  to  various  extents.  The 
opinion  too  of  Fontaine  is  errone¬ 
ous,  who  fuppofes,  that  the  yel¬ 
low  and  dark- coloured  fungus  is 
opt  the  fame  fpecies  and  is 
eafily  exploded  by  every  one  who 
willobferve  itsprogrefs  minutely/’ 


On  the  defirufh've  Effects  of  the 
Barberry  Tree  on  Corn. 

from  Holland’s  General  View  of  the 
Agriculture  of  Chejhire. 


An  opinion  has  long  been  enter/ 
tained  that  the  barberry  [berberis 
'vulgaris)  produced  fome  noxious 
efFeffs  upon  corn,  and  particularly 
upon  wheat  and  oats.  Withering, 
fpeaking  of  it,  fays,  ((  This  fhrub 
fhould  never  be  permitted  to  grow 
in  corn  land,  for  the  cars  of  wheat 
that  grow  near  it  never  fill  ;  and 
its  influence  in  this  refpedt  has  beera 
known  to  extend  as  far  as  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  acrofs  a 
field  Since  no  reafon  could  be 
affigned  for  fo  extraordinary  an  ef¬ 
fect,  nor  any  analagous  fact  pro¬ 
duced,  this  has  generally  been  re¬ 
garded  as  a  popular  error,  and  little 
credit  attached  to  it.  Such  a 
ftrong  confirmation  of  it  has  how¬ 
ever  lately  come  to  my  knowledge, 
that  I  think  it  proper  to  ftate  it. 
About  twenty  years  ago  a  young 
plantation  on  the  lands  of  fir  T. 
F.  Leicefter,,  Bart,  was  fenced  out 
with  a  barberry  hedge,  about  a 
hundred  yards  in  length.  On  the 
oppofite  fide,  fo  the  north-weft  of 
the  plantation  was  a  fmall  inclofure 
about  ninety  yards  acrofs,  held  by 
one  of  his  tenants.  Three  years 
ago  this  was  fown  with  wheat  ; 

O  i 

the  crop  produced,  although  the 
land  appeared  in  good  condition, 
fcarcely  paid  the  expence  of  threfh- 
ing  ;  the  grain  being  extremely 
fmall,  and  the  quantity  of  it  very 
inconfidprable.  On  the  following 
year  the  field  was  fown  with  oats, 
and  the  return  of  the  crop  was  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  equal  to  the  feed. 
Laft  year  the  field  was  well  limed, 
and  was  partly  in  fallow,  and  the 
remainder  fet  with  potatoes.  In 
the  autumn  the  whole  was  fown 
with  wheat,  which  came  up  well, 
looked  healthy,  and  fhot  into  caj 


Botanical  Arrangement,  Yel.  II.  p.  ‘267. 
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at  the  ufual  time ;  promifing  a 
crop  at  lead  equal  to  any  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Soon  after,  the 
plant  became  brown  and  completely 
decayed,  and  when  cut,  it  was 
thought  not  worth  while  even  to 
carry  it  from  the  field.  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it  as  it 
lay  there,  a  few  days  after  it  had 
been  cut,  and  found  all  the  draw 
was  completely  rotten,  and  that 
every  ear  of  the  plant  within 
twenty  y  ards  of  the  hedge  had  been 
unproductive,  not  yielding  a  fingle 
grain  of  corn.  At  the  didance  of 
twenty,  or  twenty-five  yards,  a 
few  very  fmall  grains  of  wheat 
might  be  difcovered  in  fome  of  the 
ears.  Still  further  from  the  hedge 
the  grains  were  larger  and  more 
numerous ;  but  in  no  part  of  the 
field  \yas  the  produce  fuffieiently 
abundant  to  induce  the  firmer  to 
carry  it  off  the  ground.  The  in- 
clofure  beyond  the  wheat  field  was 
{own  with  oats  ;  and  this  crop  alfo 
feemed  materially  to  have  differed 
from  the  influence  of  the  fame 
caufe.  All  the  crops  of  corn  in 
the  fame  neighbourhood  were  at 
Jeaft  as  productive  as  ufual. 


To  what  caufes  fuch  a  lingular 
effeCt  is  to  be  attributed,  I  confefs 
my  incompeteney  to  fay.  The 
prevailing  opinion  is,  that  the  pol¬ 
len  of  the  barberry  in  fome  mea- 
fure  operates  in  producing  it  ;  but 
it  has  been  fuggeded  to  me  that 
the  dedruCtion  of  the  feed  of  the 
wheat  is  more  probably  produced 
by  an  infeCt  {of  what  genus  I 
could  not  learn)  generated  on  the 
barberry,  and  afterwards  feeding- 
on  the  fcarcely-formed  grains  of 
wheat,  A  larger  collection,  and 
more  minute  obfervation  of  fads, 
feem  however  neceffary  completely 
to  afcertain  this  point  *. 


On  the  Cr offing  Spider,  Bj  R.  Teedt 

Off- 

From  the  Rhilofophical  Mmgxx,mr+ 

Sir, 

Your  ingenious  correfpon- 
dent,  figned  Lehmann,  (Phil.  Mag. 
Vol,  II.  p.  320.)  having  giverfan 
intereding,  and  in  my  opinion  the 
bed  account  of  the  eroding  fpider 
(Aranea  Diadema),  induced  me 


*  At  the  time  of  drawing  up  the  above  account,  Iliad  not  feen  the  very  ingenious 
remarks  of  the  right  honourable  fir  Jofeph  Banks,  in  his  publication  on  the  caufes  of 
the  blight,  &c.  in  corn.  He  there  notices  the  effects,  produced  by  the  barberry  on 
■wheat ;  and  fuggelts  the  probability  of  thefe  being  derived  from  a  different  caufe  to 
any  which  had  been  before  conceived.  “  It  has,”  he  lays,  “been  long  admitted  by 
farmers,  though  fcarcely  credited  by  botanilts,  that  wheat  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
barberry  buth  feldoni  eicapesthe  blight.  The  village  of  Rollefby  in  Norfolk,  where 
bat-berries  abound  and  wheat  feldom  fucceeds,  is  called  by  the  opprubions  appellation 
of  Mildew  Rollefby.  Some  obferving  men  have  of  late  attributed  this  very  perplexing 
effeCl  to  the  farina  of  the  flowers  of  the  barberry,  which  is  in  truth  yellow,  and  re- 
fembles  in  fome  degree  the  appearance  of  the  ruft,  or  what  is  preiamed  to  be  the  blight 
-  in  its  early  ftate,” 

“  It  is,  however,  notorious  to  all  botanical  obfervers,  that  the  leaves  of  the  barberry 
are  very  fubjeiSt  to  the  attack  of  the  yellow  parafitic  fungus,  larger,  but  olherwife 
much  releriibliiigthe  rultin  com. 

“  Is  it  not  more  than  poflible  that  the  parafitic  fungus  of  the  barberry,  and  that  of 
yrheat  are  one  and  the  fame  fpecies,  and  that  the  feed  is  transferred  from  the  barberry 
to  the  corn  ?  If  this  conjefture  is  well-fopnded,  another  year  will  not  pafs  without  its 
Wing  confirmed  by  the  obferyations  ©f  incjujfitive  and  fagacious  farmers.” 

MOt 
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not  long  ago  to  examine  more  mi¬ 
nutely  the  wonderful  fagacity  and 
contrivance  of  that  curious  infed  : 
and  as  the  experiment  I  made  is 
fimple,  and  can  be  repeated  by 
any  perfon  inclined  to  afcertain  the 
fad,  (to  whorr*  1  will  promife  much 
pleafure  f  >m  the  refult,)  I  fhall 
defcribe  as  briefly  as  pofiible  the 
method  I  purfued  to  obtain,  the 
moil  ample  fatisfadion.  In  the 
month  of  September  laft,  as  I  was 
one  evening  amufing  myfelf  in  my 
garden  at  Kentifh  Town,  juft  as 
the  fun  was  fetting,  I  obferved  a 
large  crofting  fpider  in  the  centre 
of  his  web,  watching  for  the  un¬ 
wary  fly  who  fliould  chance  to  be 
intangled  in  it.  I  took  him  from 
his  poft  on  a  fmall  flick,  and  fuf- 
pending  the  infed  between  myfelf 
and  that  bright  luminary,  I  ob« 
ferved  that  he  let  himfelf  down  to 
the  diftance  of  about  one  yard  ; 
which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  I 
faw  the  thread  by  which  he  was 
fuf pended,  in  a  moment  divide  of 
fplit  into  five  or  fix  lengths  of  a 
fmaller  fize,  and  nearly  half  a 
yard  long.  A  gentle  breeze  at 
that  inftant  blowing  towards  the 
fetting  fun,  and  confequently  from 
me,  I  was  enabled  to  fee  more  dif- 
tindly  the  very  wonderful  and  fur- 
prifing  operation  ;  for  the  end  of 
one  of  the  threads  neareft  the 
flick,  being  at  liberty,  was  blown 
by  the  wind  until  they  were  all  un¬ 
folded  to  fome  diftance  ;  and  being 
flopped  by  a  tree,  the  fpider,  who 
appeared  perfedly  acquainted  with 
the  buflnefs,  felt  with  one  of  his 
hinder  legs  that  it  had  laid  hold  of 
fomething.  I  foon  perceived  his 
fcbjed ;  I  extended  the  flick,  and 
thereby  tightened  the  thread  ;  this 


being  known  to  the  fpider,  he 
crofted  from  the  flick  to  the  tre6 
with  the  greateft  alacrity.  I  was 
then  convinced  how  eafy  it  is  for 
thefe  infeds  to  fupport  themfelves 
from  one  fide  of  the  garden  to  the 
other,  or  to  crofs  lanes,  rivers,  &c. 
But  it  may  be  afked,  how  the 
fpider,  who  has  any  inclination  to 
crofs  a  garden,  knows  when  the 
line  or  thread  is  long  enough  to 
anfwer  his  purpofe  ? — A  fecond  ex¬ 
periment  with  another  of  thefe  cu¬ 
rious  creatures  mod  fully  fatisfied 
me.  Repeating  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  dated,  I  fo  managed  the 
floating  web  that  it  fhould  not 
prefently  fix  on  the  tree  ;  but  as 
the  air  wafted  it  to  a  diftance,  X 
was  much  gratified  by  obferving 
the  line  to  lengthen,  not  from  any 
more  folds,  but  from  the  fpider’s 
body,  the  wind  drawing  it  out,  and 
no  doubt  aided  by  fome  internal 
force  which  he  had  the  power  to 
exert,  thereby  lengthening  it  at 
lead  ten  yards  : — It  was  then  dif¬ 
fered  to  light  on  a  wall,  when  the 
fpider  in  a  moment  ran  along  the 
thread  with  the  greateft  eafe.  Now, 
Sir,  thefe  experiments  I  have  many 
times  made,  and  advife  others  who 
are  fond  of  exploring  nature  in  all 
her  wonderful  works  to  do  the 
fame;  but  it  is  bell  to  have  a 
ftrong  light,  in  order  to  obferve 
the  curious  foldings  of  the  web, 
which  appears  (when  viewed  with 
a  glafs  of  one  inch  focus)  to  be  faf- 
tened  with  fomething  like  a  flip 
knot  *. 

The  obfervations  which  I  fhall 
make  are  as  follows  ; — Firfl,  it 
appears  to  me  that  nature  has  fur- 
niftied  thefe  little  creatures  (which 
we  from  habits  of  education  too 


*  I  ain  perfuaded  that  each  folding  is  faftened  by  a  knot  leaving  one  end  loofe. 

much 
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much  defpife)  with  a  raoft  curious 
method  ol  ejecting  at  pleafure  a 
glutinous  thread  many  times 
double;  and  although  moift,  the 
fpider  can  contrive  to  {eparate  or 
fpin  fingly,  by  which  means  they 
not  only  leave  their  beautiful  nets, 
but  make  a  thread  which  has  ex¬ 
cited  the  wonder  of  thoufands,  to 
know  by  what  means  they  have 
eroded  roads,  &c.  And  fecondly, 
that  by  the  power  they  have  of 
lengthening  thofe  threads  they  can 
crofs  to  any  diftance.  It  is  indeed 
probable  that  inftinCt  informs  them 
when  the  wind  is  fair  for  their 
purpofe;  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
thefe  powers  are  confined  to  the 
eroding  fpider,  as  no  other  which 
I  have  ever  met  with  pofiefles 
them.  The  larged,  fpiders  have 
the  drongeft  webs,  and  are  bed  for 
the  experiment ;  but  the  fmalled 
have  the  fame  properties,  and  the 
thread  may  be  feen  to  unfold  with 
a  good  glafs.  By  what  means 
thefe  threads  are  feparared  at  the 
inftant  they  are  drawn  from  the 
fpider’s  body,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  de¬ 
termine,  and  by  what  kind  of  con- 
lfruCtion  the  aperture  from  whence 
they  are  drawn  is  contrived  to  fpin 
a  thread  of  a  gummy  confidence, 
either  fmgle  or  double,  at  the  plea¬ 
fure  of  the  fpider,  is  equally  myf- 
terious. 

The  fpider,  for  fome  reafon  or 
other,  is  generally  looked  upon 
with  abhorrence,  and  fome  have 
declared  them  to  be  poifonous,  but 
the  faCt  is  other  wife  ;  they  are  per¬ 
fectly  innocent,  which  could  be 
eadly  proved,  and  they  are  a  very 
ingenious  and  wonderful  little  in- 
fed,  highly  deferving  the  attention 
of  the  curious.  When  I  fay  they 
are  not  venomous,  I  fpeak  only  of 
tnir  Englilh  fpiders ;  for  notwith- 


danding  their  dexterity  in  killing 
a  fly,  there  is,  I  believe,  no  doubt 
as  to  the  means  they  ufe  for  that 
purpofe,  being  commonly  done  by 
incifions  made  with  their  form  id-  * 
able  forceps,  and  then  fucking 
their  blood. 

There  are  many  other-  curious 
obfervations  which  might  be  made 
peculiar  to  the  fpider,  and  which  l  ‘ 
may  at  a  future  period  trouble  you 
to  infert  in  your  valuable  maga¬ 
zine. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &e. 

R.  Teed. 


On  Albinoes.  By  Dr.  Trail . 

From  Nicholfon’s  Journal  of  Natural 
Hijtory  ,  A  c . 

The  following  account  of  a 
poor  family  in  this  town  is  tranf- 
mitted  for  infert  ion  in  your  jour¬ 
nal,  if  deemed  lingular  enough  to 
entitle  it  to  a  place  in  that  valuable 
mifcellany.  The  hi  dory  w  as 
noted  down  a  few  days  ago  in  my 
houfe  from  the  words  of  the  mo¬ 
ther,  who  brought  with  her  two 
of  her  children,  who  in  all  refpeCfs 
refemble  the  Albinoes  of  Chtu 
raouni,  lo  well  deferibed  bv  de 
Sauflurq  in  his  Voyage  dans  ks 
Alpes. 

Robert  Edmond  and  his  wife 
Anne  are  both  natives  of  Anglefey 
in  North  Wales.  He  has  blue 
eyes  and  hair  almod  black  ;  her 
eyes  are  blue,  and  her  hair  of  & 
light  brown.  Neither  of  them 
have  remarkably  fair  Ikins.  '  They 
have  been  married  fourteen  years. 
Their  fird  child,  a  girl,  had  blue 
eyes  and  brown  hair.  The  fecond, 
a  boy,  (now  before  me)  has  the 
charaderidics  of  an  albino :  viz. 

very 
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tcty  fair  fie  in,  flaxen  hair,  and 
rofe-col  cured  eyes.  The  third  and 
fourtb  children  were  twins,  and 
Iboib  boys;  one  of  them  has  blue 
eyes  and  dark  brown  hair ;  the 
aiher  was  an  albino.  The  former 
isili'I  alive  :  the  albino  lived  nine 
isonrhs,  though  a  very  puny  child. 
The  fifth  child,  a  girl,  had  blue 
eyes  and  brown  hair.  The  fixth, 
and  lafl  now  here,  is  a  perfect  al¬ 
bino. 

The  oldefl  of  thefe  albinoes  is 
now  nine  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate 
confutation,  Sender,  but  well 
formed  both  in  perfon  and  in  fea¬ 
tures  ;  his  appetite  has  always  been 
bad  ;  he  frequently  complains  of  a 
dob  pain  in  his  forehead,  his  fkin 
it?  exceedingly  fair,  his  hair  flaxen 
and  foft  ;  his  cheeks  have  very 
little  of  the  roie  in  them.  The 
iyis  and  pupil  of  his  eyes  are  of  a 
bright  rofe-red  colour,  reflecting 
in  feme  fit  nations  an  Opaline  tinge. 
Tie  cannot  endure  the  fireng  light 
of  the  fun.  When  deflred  to  look 
his  eyelids  are  in  conflant  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  is  incapable  of  fixing 
the  eye  fieadily  on  any  objedl,  as  is 
©bferved  in  thofe  labouring  under 
forne  kinds  of  flight  ophthalmia, 
but  in  him  it  is  unaccompanied  by 
tear5.  His  mother  fays,  that  his 
tears  never  flow  in  the  coldeft 
weather,  but  when  vexed  they  are 
Abed  abundantly.  The  white  of 
the  eye  is  generally  bloodfhot.  He 
fays  he  fees  better  by  candle  than 
by  day-light  ;  efpecially  at  pre- 
fent,  when  the  reflection  from  the 
{now  on  the  ground  is  extremely 
©ffenfive  to  him.  He  goes  to 
fchool,  but  generally  retires  to  the 
^arkeft  part  of  it  to  read  his  lefifon, 
becaufe  this  is  moil  agreeable  to 
Ids  eyes.  In  my  room,  which  has 


a  northern  afpefi,  he  can  only  did 
tinguifh  fome  of  the  letters  in  the 
pages  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  ; 
but,  if  the  light  is  not  permitted  to 
fall  full  on  the  book,  he  is  able  to 
read  moft  of  them.  He  holds  thf 
book  very  near  his  eye.  His  dif- 
pofition  is  very  gentle;  he  is  not 
deficient  in  intellect.  His  whole 
appearance  is  fo  remarkable,  that 
fome  years  ago  a  perfon  attempted 
to  fteal  him,  and  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  dragging  him  away,  had 
not  his  cries  brought  a  perfon  to  his 
afliflance. 

The  youngeft  child  is  now  nine 
months  old  ;  is  a  very  flout,  lively, 
noify,  and  healthy  boy.  In  other 
refpeds  he  perfectly  referfibles  his 
brother. 

The  mother  fays,  that  one  of 
her  Cbvfim  has  a  very  fair  ikin, 
flaxen  hjiir,  and  very  weak  light 
blue  eyes.  Profeffor  Blumenbach 
of  Gottingen,  in  a  curious  me¬ 
moir  read  before  the  royal  fo- 
ciety  of  that  city,  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  red  colour  of  the 
eyes  of  the  albinoes  of  Chamouni 
was  owing  to  the  want  of pigmen- 
turn  nigrum  within  the  eye.  About 
the  fame  time,  Buzzi  of  Milan  had 
an  opportunity  of  diffe&ipg  an  al¬ 
bino,  and  proved,  that  the  pigmen - 
turn  nigrum  of  the  choroid  coat, 
and  alfo  that  portion  of  it  which 
lies  behind  the  iris,  and  is  called 
uvea  by  anatomifts,  were  want¬ 
ing  ;  thus  demonftrating  what 
Blumenbach  had  fuppofed.  This 
deficiency  was  obferved  before  by 
Blumenbach  in  fome  white  dogs, 
owls,  and  in  white  rabbits.  Buz¬ 
zi  difeovered,  that  tfie  layer  of 
the  fkin  called  vets  mucofum  was 
alfo  wanting,  and  to  this  he  with 
great  probability  attributes  the 

peculiar 
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'peculiar  fairnefs  of  the  (kin ;  the 
colouring  matter  of  the  negro,  and 
of  the  hair  of  animals,  being  lodged 
in  this  membrane.  It  is  well 
known,  that  from  the  tawny  na¬ 
tives  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  Ameri¬ 
ca,  albinoes  fometimes  fpring,  who 
are  faid  to  be  capable  of  propagat¬ 
ing  a  race  like  themfelves,  when 
they  intermarry.  Whether  this 
be  the  cafe  with  the  albinoes  of 
Europe  is  unknown;  for,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  learn,  not  one 
of  them  was  a  female.  There  are 
on  record  eight  inftances  of  Euro¬ 
pean  albino'es,  befide  the  three  now 
noticed.  Two  of  thefe  are  de¬ 
ferred  by  Sauflhre,  four  by  Buzzi, 
one  by  Helvetius,  and  one  by  Mau- 
pert ius,  all  of  whom  were  males. 
The  parents  of  the  two  young  men 
of  Chamouni  had  female  children 
of  the  ufual  appearance.  The  wo¬ 
man  of  Milan  had  feven  Tons, 
three  of  whom  were  albinoes.  Mrs. 
Edmond’s  girls  were  all  of  the  ufual 
appearance,  but  all  her  boys  were 
albinoes.  Among  the  eleven  cafes 
not  one  albino  girl  has  been  found. 
This  at  lead  proves,  that  males  are 
more  fubjed  than  females  to  this 
Angular  ftrudure. 

From  the  perpetuation  of  this 
variety  of  the  human  fpecies  in  Ja¬ 
va,  Guinea,  and  other  places,  as 
well  as  from  the  account  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
mond  gives  of  her  coufm,  it  would 
feem  to  be  hereditary. 

The  caufes  which  produce  it  are 
like  thole  which  produce  defeat  of 
limbs,  or  of  various  vifeera,  wholly 
concealed  from  our  curiclity.  Buz¬ 
zi  relates,  that  the  woman  of  Mi¬ 
lan,  when  pregnant  with  the  al¬ 
binoes,  always  had  an  immoderate 
longing  for  milk,  which  (he  ufed 
to  excels;  but  never  felt  that  de. 
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fire  while  pregnant  with  her  other 
children  ;  and  he  feems  to  aferibe 
this  longing  to  fome  internal  heat 
or  difeafe .  Mrs.  Edmond  never 
experienced  any  fenfation,  which 
could  lead  her  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  each  kind  of  foetus  ;  nor  was 
her  general  health  fentibly  affeded 
in  one  cafe  more  than  in  the  other. 
The  (lory  of  the  milk,  fo  much  re- 
fembles  thofe  invented  by  our  own 
good  ladies  to  explain  ncevi  ma- 
terni,  or  thofe  lingular  marks 
which  are  fometimes  obfervable  on 
the  bodies  of  children,  that,  I  ain 
not  difpofed  to  pay  much  attention 
to  it.  With  regard  to  the  fup- 
pofed  internal  difeafe,  which  Buzzi 
imagines  deftroyed  the  nte  mucofum 
of  the  albino  foetus,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  any  difeafe  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  capable  of  producing  fo  ex- 
tenfive  an  effed  on  one  of  Mrs. 
Edmond's  children,  while  its  twia 
brother  was  altogether  free  from 
any  mark  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch 
malady.  Befide  this,  the  regular 
alternation  of  the  albinoes  with 
her  other  children  does  not  favour 
the  notion  of  their  peculiarities 
arifing  from  difeafe  in  the  fyftein 
of  the  mother.  De  Sauffiure  very 
properly  rejeds  the  idea  of  this 
conformation  being  produced  by  the 
air  of  mountainous  regions.  The 
three  albinoes  I  have  juft  deferibed 
were  born  near  the  fea,  on  the  ex- 
tenfive  plains  of  Lancafhire,  and 
the  birth  place  of  the  parents  is  the 
flat  ifland  of  Anglefey.  Where 
fads  are  fo  few,  and  the  caufes 
feemingly  fo  remote  from  human 
inveftigation,  it  is  better  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  having  obferved 
them,  than  to  wafte  time  on  ufelefs 
hy  pot  he  ft  3, 
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Account  of  the  Difc&very  of  a  com¬ 
plete  Mammoth.  • 

From  the  fame • 

The  bones  that  have  been  dif- 
covered  in  different  parts  of  the 
northern  hemifphcre  fiifficiently 
prove  the  exigence  of  fome  large 
animal,  or  animals,  now  unknown  ; 
and  fome  writers  have  even  given 
a  particular  description  of  the 
quadruped  generally  called  a  mam¬ 
moth,  though  it  would  feem  merely 
from  the  report  of  tradition  among 
the  uncultivated  nations  of  the 
north.  Lately,  however,  one  has 
been  found,  not  alive  indeed,  but 
complete,  and  in  a  flare  of  perfect 
prefervation,  on  the  borders  of  the 
frozen  ocean.  The  following  is 
the  account,  that  has  been  received 
of  it  from  Peterfburg. 

Schoumachoff,  a  Tungocfe  chief, 
about  the  end  of  Augufh  1799, 
when  the  fi thing  in  the!  river  Lena 
was  over,  repaired  according  to 
his  annual  cuftom  to  the  feafide. 
Leaving  his  family  in  their  huts, 
he  coafted  along  the  fhore  in  queft 
of  mammoth’s  tufks,  and  one  day 
perceived  in  the  midfl  of  a  rock  of 
ice  a  large  fhapelcfs  block,  not  at 
all  refembling  the  logs  of  drift 
■  wood  commonly  found  there.  He 
climbed  the  rock,  and  examined  it 
allround,  but  could  not  make  out 
what  it  was.  The  next  year,  vi- 
fking  the  fame  fpot,  he  found  there 
the  carcafe  of  a  feacow  ( trichecm 
rofmarw);  and  obferved,  not  only 
that  the  mafs  he  had  feen  tjie  year 
before  was  freer  from  ice,  but  that 
there  were  two  fimilar  pieces  by  the 
fide  of  it.  Thefe  afterward  turned 
out  to  be  the  feet  of  the  mammoth. 
In  rSo  1,  the  fide  of  the  animal 


and  one  of  its  tufks  appearing  very 
diftincftly,  he  acquainted  his  wife 
and  fome  of  his  friends  with  what 
he  had  found.  This,  however, 
gave  them  great  alarm,  for  the  old 
men  faid,  that  they  had  been  told 
by  their  forefathers  a  fimilar  mon- 
fter  was  once  before  feen  in  thofe 
parts,  and  the  whole  family  of  the 
perfon  who  difeovered  it  foon  be¬ 
came  extinfL  At  this  Schouma- 
choff  was  fo  alarmed,  that  he  fell 
fick.  On  his  recovery,  however, 
he  could  not  relinquifh  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  profit  he  might  make  of 
the  tufks  ;  and  <4.1  retfted  his  fervants 
to  conceal  the  circumftance  care¬ 
fully,  and  endeavour  to  keep  away 
all  ft  rangers  by  fome  pretext  or 
other.  It  was  not  till  the  fifth 
year,  that  the  ice  had  melted  fuf¬ 
ficiently  to  difengage  the  mam¬ 
moth,  when  it  fell  over  on  its  fide 
upon  a  bank  of  fand.  Schouma- 
chofF  then  cut  off  the  tufks,  which 
he  bartered  for  goods  to  the  value 

CO 

of  50  rubles  [ill.  5s.]  with  a 
Ruffian  merchant.  Being  fatisfied 
with  this,  the  carcafe  was  left  to 
be  devoured  by  the  bears,  wolves, 
and  foxes,  except  what  the  Ya<? 
kouts  in  the  neighbourhood  cut  off 
to  feed  their  dogs.  Previous  to 
this  indeed  he  had  a  rude  drawing 
made  of  it,  which  reprefen  ts  it  with 
pointed  ears,  very  fmall  eyes, 
horfe’s  hoofs,  and  a  briftly  mane 
extending  ^long  the  whole  of  its 
back.  On  this  it  has  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fomething  between  a  pig 
and  an  elephant. 

In  1806,  Mr.  Mich.  Adams,  of 
Peterfburg,  being  at  Yakoutfk,  for¬ 
tunately  heard  of  this  circumftance, 
and  repaired  to  the  fpot.  When  he 
arrived  there,  the  fkeleton,  nearly 
ftripped  of  its  flefti,  was  entire, 
one  of  the  forefeet  excepted.  The 

vertebras. 
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vertebra,  from  the  head  to  the  os 
coccygis,  one  of  the  fhoulder 
blades,  the  pelvis,  and  the  remain, 
ing  three  extremities,  were  ft  ill 
held  firmly  together  by  the  liga¬ 
ments  of  the  joints,  and  by  drips  of 
Ikin  and  flefh.  The  head  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  dry  Ikin.  One  of  the 
ears,  well  preferved,  was  furnifhed 
with  a  tuft  of  bridles.  Thefe  parts 
could  not  avoid  receiving  fome  in- 
jury  during  their  removal  to  Pe- 
terfburgh,  a  didance  of  11,000 
werds  [6875  miles]  :  the  eyes  how¬ 
ever  are  preferved,  and  the  pupil  of 
the  left  eye  is  dill  didinguifhable. 
The  tip  of  the  under  lip  was  eaten 
away  ;  and  the  upper  being  def- 
troyed,  the  teeth  were  expofed. 
The  brain,  which  was  dill  within 
the  cranium,  appeared  dry.  The 
parts  lead  damaged  were  one  of 
the  fore  feet  and  one  of  the  hind  : 
thefe  were  dill  covered  with  Ikin, 
and  had  the  foie  attached  to 
them. 

According  to  the  Tungoofe 
chief  the  animal  was  fo  corpulent 
and  well  fed,  that  its  belly  hung 
down  below  the  knee  joints.  It 
was  a  male,  with  a  long  mane,  but 
had  neither  tail  nor  trunk.  From 
the  ftrudure  of  the  os  coccygis, 
however,  Mr.  Adams  isperfuaded, 
that  it  had  a  fhort  thick  tail :  and 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fnout  and 
the  dze  of  its  tulles,  he  conceives 
it  could  not  have  been  able  to  feed 
without  the  alfidance  of  a  probof- 
cis  ;  but  Schoumachoff  perfided  in 
the  affertion,  that  he  never  fa  w  any 
appearance  of  a  trunk,  and  it  does 
not  appear  probable,  that  even  his 
rude  drnughtfman  would  have 
omitted  fuch  a  driking  feature. 
The  Ikin,  three-fourths  of  which 
are  in  pofledion  of  Mr,  Adams,  the 
3  ' 


part  that  lay  on  the  ground  having 
been  preferved,  was  of  a  deep  gray 
colour,  and  covered  with  reddifh 
hair  and  black  bridles.  Thefe, 
from  the  dampnefs  of  the  ground, 
had  lod  fome  part  of  their  elaftici- 
ty.  More  than  a  poud  (4olbs) 
weight  of  them,  that  had  been  trod¬ 
den  into  the  ground,  by  the  bears, 
was  collected,  many  of  them  an 
archine  (2  feet  4  inches)  long. 
What  remained  of  the  Ikin  was  fo 
heavy,  that  ten  perfons  found 
great  difficulty  in  carrying  it  to 
the  feafhle,  in  order  to  dretch  it  on 
logs  of  wood.  The  head  weighs 
nf-  pouds  (46olbs)  ;  the  two 
horns,  each  of  which  is  i-f  toife 
(■9-I  feet)  long,  weigh  10  ppud* 
(40olbs) ;  and  the  entire  animal 
meafured  4y  archines  (iob  feet) 
high,  by  7  (i6f-feet)  long.  Mr. 
Adams  has  feen  the  tufks  of  the 
mammoth  fo  curved  as  to  form 
three-fourths  of  a  circle  ;  and  one 
at  Yakoutfk  toifes  (  1  7  feet  9 
inches)  long,  an  archine  (2  feet  4 
inches)  thick  near  the  root,  and 
weighing  7  pouds  (2  8olbs.)  They 
are  curved  in  the  diredion  oppo- 
fite  to  thofe  of  the  elephant,  bend¬ 
ing  toward  the  body  of  the  animal; 
and  the  point  is  always  more  or 
lefs  worn  on  th£  outfide,  fo  that 
the  right  tufk  is  eafily  didinguidu 
able  from  the  left.  He  adds,  that 
he  found  a  great  quantity  of  amber 
on  the  fhores. 

We  underdand  he  widies  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  fkeleton,  and  means  to 
employ  the  money  in  a  journey  to~ 
ward  the  north  pole,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  vifiting  what  is  called  the 
ifland  of  Ljachow,  or  Si  chow, 
which,  from  the  information  he  has 
received,  he  believes  to  be  part  of 
the  continent  of  North  America. 

Account 
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Account  of  an  ex  tin  SI  Volcano  in 

Britain.  Communicated  by  Mr* 

Donovan*  From  the  Same . 

Mr.  Donovan  announces  fame 
particulars  of  an  extraordinary 
nature  to  the  fcientific  world,  re- 
fpeding  one  of  the  Cambrian  moun¬ 
tains,  which,  from  the  refult  of 
attentive  obfervation,  and  indubi¬ 
table  evidence,  he  endeavours  to 
demonftrate  muft  have  been  at 
fome  remote  period  a  volcano  of 
immenfe  magnitude.  The  moun¬ 
tain  alluded  to  is  Cader  Idris, 
firuate  in  the  county  of  Merio. 
neth,  which  in  point  of  fize  is 
efteemed.  the  moft  confiderable  in 
the  principality  of  Wales,  Snow¬ 
don  alone  excepted. 

The  remarkable  appearance  of 
this  ftupendous  mountain  attraded 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Donovan 
about  feven  years  ago.  He  was 
then  led  to  confider,  from  a  variety 
of  circumftances,  that  the  original 
form  of  the  mountain  mull  have 
undergone  very  material  alteration, 
occafioned  as  he  conceived  by  the 
powerful  effeds  of  the  volcanic 
explofion  ;  but  his  remarks  were 
not  fufticiently  precife  to  authorife 
the  afferiion.  Since  that  period 
he  has  examined  the  mountain  in 
a  lefs  curfory  manner,  more  efper 
dally  in  the  fummer  of  1 807, 
whea  he  was  at  full  leifure  to  de¬ 
vote  fome  time  to  this  interefting 
fubjed  of  enquiry,  and  his  obfer- 
vations  in  the  latter  inftance  tend 
entirely  to  confirm  the  idea  firft 
fug  gelled.  In  fupport  of  this 
opinion  Mr.  Donovan  has  now 
added  to  his  mufeum  abundant 
examples  of  different  kinds  of 
lava,  pumice,  and  other  volcanic 
■  masters  of  thg  moft  unequivocal 


characters,  collected  by  him felf 
from  the  fides  and  bate  of  the 
mountain  ;  and  alfo  a  fuite  of  the 
remarkable  and  fmgularly  formed 
columnar  cryftals  of  bafalt,  that 
are  fcattered  in  profufion  about 
the  loftieft  fummit  and  cliffs  fur- 
rounding  the  crater. 

The  general  afped  of  this  crater 
is  exadly  that  of  mount  Vefuvius, 
except  thatoneofits  fides  is  broken 
down,  by  which  means  the  abyfs 
of  this  funnel-fhaped  excavation  is 
more  completely  difelofed  than 
in  the  Vefuvian  mountain  ;  and  it 
is  this  fide  of  Cader  Idris  which 
affords  the  moft  illuftrative  exam¬ 
ples  of  porous  ftones,  thefe  forming 
immenfe  beds  on  the  declivities  a 
few  inches  only  in  many  inftances 
below  the  furface  of  the  earth.  A 
number  of  thefe  porous  ftones  lately 
found  in  this  fpot  by  Mr.  Dono¬ 
van,  exhibit  evident  marks  of 
ftrong  ignition  and  vitrification  ; 
fome  are  reduced  to  the  ftate  of 
flags,  while  others  have  all  the 
cellular  appearance  and  lightnefs 
of  pumice. 

Without  entering  upon  any  dif- 
cuflion  as  to  the  relative  merits 
of  the  Neptunian  and  Vulcanian 
theories,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that 
the  agency  of  water  might  have 
contributed  materially  to  affed 
thofe  changes  in  the  primitive 
form  of  the  Cader  Idris  mountain 
which  have  evidently  taken  place. 
But  with  refped  to  the  crater  it- 
felf,  this  appears  very  clearly  to 
have  derived  its  origin  from  the 
violence  of  an  explofion  upwards, 
in  which  a  very  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  the  higheft  eminence  was 
torn  from  its  native  bed  of  rocks, 
and  thrown  to  a  confiderable 
height  over  the  other  parts  of  the 
mountain.  In  confirmation  of 

1  this 
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this  fuggeftioh  it  fhould  be  men¬ 
tioned,  that  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain  is  covered  with  an  im- 
menfe  wreck  of  the  hones,  ejeded 
as  it  is  prefumed  from  the  crater 
at  the  time  of  this  explofion  ;  it 
would  be  difficult  otherwife  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  vaft'profufion  of  thole 
ftones  feattered  in  all  directions 
about  the  loftieft  elevations,  and 
which,  from  the  confufed  manner  in 
which  they  are  difperfed,  mull  have 
been  thrown  into  their  prefent  fu 
tuation  by  no  fmall  violence.  My¬ 
riads  of  thefe  ftones  have  borne  a 
regular  cryftallized  form,  though 
from  their  great  bulk  and  weight 
they  have  for  the  moft  part  fuffered 
material  injury  in  the  general  con- 
vulfion.  The  ufual  length  of  thefe 
cryftals  is  from  three  to  fix  or  ten 
feet  in  length  :  fome  meafure  even 
fifteen  or  twenty,  and  one  in  parti¬ 
cular,  which  Mr.  Donovan  has  feen, 
was  twenty-two  feet  three  inches 
long.  They  are,  however,  flender 
in  proportion  to  the  length. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  chryftals 
is  of  the  bafalt  kind,  and  corref- 
ponds  very  nearlv  with  fome  va¬ 
rieties  of  the  “  lave  porfhyre"  of 
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Etna  deferibed  by  Dolomieu,  and 
Faujas  de  St.  Fond  ;  and  in  the 
form  of  its  cryftals  agrees  with 
others  of  the  hafaltes  prijmatique  of 
the  laft  author.  In  the  neptunian 
theory  it  is  not  indeed  admitted  as 
a  bafalt,  but  as  a  porphyry  argil* 
It  is  the  porphir  Schiefer  of  WernCr, 
and  porphyry  flate,  or  clinkftone 
porphyry  of  Jamiefon. 

The  fuite  of  thefe  ftupendous 
chryftals,  which  Mr.  Donovan 
colleded  from  the  fummit  ofCader 
Idris  laft  fummer,  and  has  lately 
added  to  his  mufeurn,  conftfts  of  a 
fmall  trihedral  column  about 
eighteen  inches  in  length  ;  a  te¬ 
trahedral  column  of  much  fuperior 
fize  ;  an  interefting  portion  of  a 
pentagonal  column,  and  another 
of  the  fame  figure  about  four  feet 
in  length,  and  having  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  cryftal  complete.  The 
latter  is  eftimated  at  about  fivC 
hundred  weight,  but  this  is  frill  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  another  of  fome  what 
comprefted  hexagonal  figure  with 
an  oblique  termination.  The 
whole  of  thefe  are  very  perfe^ 
and  extremely  well  defined.- 
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Lift  of  Patents  for  New  Inventions, 
&c,  granted  in  I  808. 

TTTILLXS  Earle,  of  Liverpool ; 

▼  »  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  tillage  and  drefling  of  land,  and 
the  cultivation  of  plants.  Dated 
January  13. 

James  Lee,  of  Plaiftotf,  in  the 
county  of  ElTex,  merchant  ;  and 
John  Perrin,  of  the  fame  place,  efq. ; 
for  their  new  mode  of  preparing 
certain  kinds  of  hemp,  by  which 
the  value  and  utility  of  the  articles 
is  much  increafed.  Dated  Janu¬ 
ary  13. 

John  Wilkinfon,  of  Bradley  iron 
works,  in  the  liberty  of  Bilfton,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  efq.  ;  for 
his  new  method  of  making  pig  or 
call  metal  from  the  ore;  which, 
when  manufactured  into  bar  iron, 
will  be  found  equal  in  quality  to 
any  that  is  imported  from  Ruffia  or 
Sweden.  Dated  January  23. 

Andrew  Johanfen,  of  Homerton, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gent.  ; 
for  his  improved  methods  of  manu¬ 
facturing  a  kind  of  tablet  or  arti¬ 
ficial  whetflone,  for  whetting  or 
fharpening  razors,  pen  knives,  fur- 
geon’s  instruments,  and  other  cut¬ 
lery,  which  he  ufually  denominates 


cc  Potific  Tablets. ”  Dated  Ja* 
nuary  23. 

Edward  Moore  Noble,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  furgeon  ;  for  his  new 
method  of  making  carbonate  of 
lead,  commonly  called  white  lead. 
Dated  January  23. 

Samuel  Phelps, of  Caper ’s-bridge, 
Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Surry* 
efq.  ;  for  certain  improvements  in 
manufacturing  foap.  Dated  Ja¬ 
nuary  23. 

Thomas  Preflon,  jun.  of  Tooley- 
flreet,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  lead 
merchant ;  for  his  new  method  of 
fetting  boilers  for  fleam-engines, 
pans  for  melting  lead,  tin,  pewter, 
and  other  metals,  of  eafy  fufton  ; 
and  new  mode  of  difeharging  the 
pans  for  melting  lead,  tin,  pewter, 
&c.  as  before-named  when  full,  and 
fetting  coppers  and  boilers  of  every 
description.  Dated  January  26. 

George  Savage,  of  Huddersfield, 
in  the  county  of  York,  watch¬ 
maker  ;  for  his  new  method  of 
regulating  or  equalizing  the  force 
or  power  of  the  main  fpring  in 
watches,  or  other  machines  for  mea- 
furing  time.  Dated  January  26.  . 

William  Stewart,  of  Limehoufe, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  builder  ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  ma  king 
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bricks  and  tiles*  Dated  January 
2  6. 

Jofeph  Johnfon,  and  John  Wil- 
mot,  of  Birmingham,  in  the  county 
of  Warwick,  manufacturers  ;  for 
their  new  kind  of  warming  pans, 
which  2re  not  only  applicable  to 
the  purpofe  of  airing  and  warming 
beds,  but  alfo  for  airing  and  warm¬ 
ing  rooms  or  carriages,  or  for 
other  purpofes  requiring  a  long 
and  protra&ed  heat.  Dated  Janu¬ 
ary  28. 

William  Newberry,  of  St. 
John’s-ftreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  gent.  ;  for  certain  ma¬ 
chinery  for  the  purpofe  of  fawing 
wood,  fplitting  or  paring  fkins. 
Dated  January  30. 

John  Dumbell,  of  Merfey. mills, 
in  the  parifh  of  Warrington,  and 
county  palatine  of  Lancafter,  mil¬ 
ler  ;  for  his  method  or  methods  of 
obtaining,  producing,  uling,  and 
cultivating  a  moving  power  or 
force,  and  of  communicating  mo¬ 
tion  to  engines,  pumps,  and  ma¬ 
chinery,  and  to  mechanical  opera¬ 
tions  in  general,  and  of  forming 
and  ufing  a  rotary  or  circular  mo¬ 
tion,  or  a  motion  to  and  fro,  ad 
libitum  ;  and  a  method  or  methods 
of  working  and  applying  the  fame 
to  mills,  machinery,  ploughs,  tools 
and  equipage  in  general,  and  almoft 
to  an  endlefs  variety  of  valuable 
purpofes,  and  in  particular  to  car¬ 
riages  ;  and  alfo  a  method  or  me¬ 
thods  of  making  lefs  difallrous  and 
lefs  frequent  the  overturning  of  car¬ 
riages,  and  of  improving  their 
ftrudlure,  and  of  guiding  and  go¬ 
verning  the  fame,  which  carriages 
or  mechanifm,  when  embracing  his 
appendages  and  conceits,  he  diilin- 
guilhes  by  the  name  of  Ofs  or 
George’s  Wain.  Dated  Febru¬ 
ary  4, 
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Samuel  Brown,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  royal  navy,  and  now  refiding 
in  Caftle- court,  Budge-row,  Wat- 
ling-ftreet,  in  the  city  of  London  ; 
for  certain  inventions  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  rigging  of  fhips  or 
veffels.  Dated  February  4. 

William  Francis  Snowden,  of 
Oxford-flreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  engine  maker  ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  an  engine  for 
cutting  hay  and  draw  into  chaff, 
and  for  cutting  other  articles. 
Dated  February  4. 

John  Shorter  Morris,  of  Pancras- 
place,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gent,  for  a  certain  machine  for 
mangling.  Dated  February  4. 

Ralph  Wedgwood,  of  Oxford- 
flreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gent.  ;  for  his  apparatus  for  pro¬ 
ducing  feveral  original  writings 
or  drawings  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  which  he  calls  a  pennapoly- 
graph,  or  pen  and  ftylographic 
manifold  writer.  Dated  Febru¬ 
ary  22. 

Samuel  Thomfon,  of  Addle-ftreet, 
in  the  city  of  London,  calenderer  ; 
for  a  machine,  engine,  or  frame,  for 
the  purpofe  of  widening  or  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  width,  leather,  cloth  of 
linen,  cloth  of  cotton,  cloth  of 
woollen,  or  of  a  mixture  of  either 
brown,  bleached,  printed,  ftained, 
or  dyed,  and  all  defcriptions  of 
piece  goods.  Dated  March  3. 

Richard  Willcox,  of  the  parifh 
of  St.  Mary  Lambeth,  in  the  county 
of  Surry,  meehanift  ;  for  certain 
machinery  or  apparatus,  whereby 
all  objects  in  the  fea  or  clear  water 
can  be  difcovered  from  the  furface 
thereof  with  accuracy  ;  and  for 
raifing,  fufpending,  and  towing  in¬ 
to  harbour,  fhips  of  war  and  every 
other  defcription  of  veffels  that  are 
or  may  be  funk  at  fea,  or  near  the 

#Rr;  fea- 
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fea-conft,  channels,  harbours,  foad- 
fteads,  or  other  places  ;  and  re¬ 
moving  funken  rocks,  or  other  ob~ 
ftruftions  in  rivers,  harbours,  and 
channels.  Dated  March  3. 

Frederic  Albert  Winfor,  of  Pall 
Mall,  in  the  county  of  Middlel'ex, 

.  ;  for  certain  improvements 
upon  his  former  patent  oven,  hove, 
or  apparatus,  for  carbonizing  all 
forts  of  new  fuel  and  combuftibles, 
and  reducing  them  into  fuperior 
fuel  ©f  coke  and  charcoal,  as  well  as 
for  ext  rafting  and  favrng  during 
the  fame  procefs  the  oil,  tar,  pyro¬ 
ligneous  vegetable  acid,  and  am. 
moniacal  coal  liquors ;  and  for  ex¬ 
tracting  and  refining  all  the  inflam¬ 
mable  air  or  gas  fo  as  to  deprive 
it  of  all  difagreeable  odour  during 
combuftion,  and  rendering  the  gas 
itfelf  fafutary  for  human  respira¬ 
tion  when  properly  diluted  with 
atmofpheric  air  ;  and  various  me¬ 
thods  of  applying  the  above  pro¬ 
ducts  to  ufeful  purppfes.  Dated 
March  3. 

John  Cowden,  and  John  Par¬ 
tridge,  of  Francis- ftreet,  Totten- 
liam-court-road,  in  the  county  of 
M iddlefe x ,  ft  o  v  e- gra  te-m  a  nu  fa  c  tu- 
rers  ;  for  certain  improvements  in 
regifter  and  other  ft  0  yes.  Dated 
March  3. 

Thomas  JefFerfon,  of  the  parifh 
of  St*  Saviour’s,  Southwark,  in  the 
county  of  Surry,  tanner  and  leather 
dreffer  ;  Jofeph  Ellis,  of  the  parifh 
of  St,  Saviour,  aforefaid,  tanner 
and  leather  dreffer  ;  and  Alexander 
Galloway,  of  Holborn,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  mechanift 
$md  engineer  ;  for  a  machine  or 
machines  for  the  purpofe  of  fini fil¬ 
ing,  glazing,  and  globing  of  leather. 
Dated  March  7. 

Marc  Ifambard  Brunei,  of  Chel- 
fea,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex  ; 


fcr  certain  improvements  on  circu¬ 
lar  faws  for  fa  wing  wood  in  an  eafy 
and  expeditious  manner.  Da-ted 
March  14. 

Henry  Maudfley,  of  Margaret- 
ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  mechanift  ; 
for  a  machine  or  machines  for  print¬ 
ing  calicoes  and  other  articles* 
Dated  March  14. 

Bryan  Donkin,  of  Fort-place, 
Bermondfey,  in  the  county  of  Sur¬ 
ry,  gent.  ;  for  a  pen  upon  a  new 
coriftrtrftion.  Dated  March  14. 

George  Nathaniel  Pollard,  of 
Queen -ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Sur¬ 
ry,  lapidary  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  machinery  for  grinding, 
fmoothing,  and  polifhing,  plate  and 
other  glafs  for  looking-glafles,  mir¬ 
rors,  and  various  other  articles. 
Dated  March  14. 

Edward  Weeks,  of  Llaveny- 
hall,  in  the  parifh  of  Hanl'an,  and 
county  of  Denbigh,  in  North  Wales, 
gardener  ;  for  a  forcing  frame,  on 
a  new  and  improved  conftruftion, 
for  raifing  and  forcing  cucumbers, 
melons,  and  ftrawberries,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  fruits  and  plants  which 
require  the  application  of  artificial 
heat  to  rear  or  ripen  the  fame. 
Dated  March  r  7. 

Anthony  Thomas,  of  Duke- 
ftreet,  St.  James’s,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  ;  for  a  method  of  manu¬ 
facturing  hats,  bonnets,  and  other 
articles  of  the  like  defer iption. 
Dated  March  e6. 

Benjamin  Cook,  of  Birmingham, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  manu- 
fafturer  ;  for  a  method  of  making 
barrels  for  fowling-pieces,  mufkets, 
piftols,  and  other  fimilar  fire  arms, 
and  ram-rods  for  the  fame.  Dated 
March  28, 

John  Dickfon,  of  Edward-ftreet, 
in  the  county  of  Surry,  engineer  ; 

for 
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for  a  method  of  conflruding  cocks 
for  (topping  fluids  ;  and  vvhii  h 
cocks,  by  one  motion  or  operation, 
will  permit  fuch  fluids  o  pafs  in 
different  directions.  Dated  March 
29. 

Charles  Dibdin,  of  Cranford,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  gent.  ; 
for  a  method  of  facilitating  the 
learning  of  mufic.  Dated  April  9. 

Daniel  Dering  Matthew,  of  Up¬ 
per  Marybone-ftreet,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  Efq.  ;  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  conftrudion 
of  watches  and  chronometers. 
Dated  April  27. 

William  Chapman,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle-upon- 
Tyne,  civil  engineer  ;  for  his  me¬ 
thod  or  methods  of  conveying 
coals  and  other  minerals  in  the 
working  of  mines  or  below  ground, 
and  of  returning  the  empty  veiTels 
and  carriages,  fo  as  to  fave  much 
labour  and  expenfe.  Dated  April 

27- 

William  Bell,  of  Birmingham, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  engi¬ 
neer  ;  for  an  imnrovement  in  mak- 

*  1 

jng  pipes  or  pumps  for  conducting 
water  and  other  liquids.  Dated 
April  30. 

Edward  Coleman,  Profefior  of 
the  Veterinary  College,  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  St.  Paneras,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftruftion  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  horfe  fhoe,  which  will 
completely  prevent  feveral  difeafes 
to  which  the  feet  of  horfes  are  fub- 
jed,  more  efpecially  that  very  ge¬ 
neral  difeale  called  contraption  of 
the  hoof  and  is  alfo  particularly 
adapted  for  convex  feet,  for  horfes 
of  cavalry,  and  for  hunting,  and 
for  all  other  purpofes  where  the  lofs 
of  a  (hoe  is  productive  of  great  i in¬ 
convenience.  Dated  April  30. 

A  y  •  ** 


Rebecca  Ching,  of  Rufh  Com* 
mon,  in  the  parifh  of  St,  Mary 
Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
widow  of  John  Ching,  late  of 
Cheapfide,  in  the  city  of  London, 
apothecary  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  a  medicine  now  called 
Thing's  worm-deftroying  lozenges, 
for  which  her  faid  late  hufband  ob¬ 
tained  letters  patent,  bearing  date 
June  28,  1796.  Dared  May  7, 

John  Harriott,  of  Wapping,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  Efq.  ; 
for  a  new  fire-efcape,  or  machinery' 
to  be  ufed  in  cafe  of  hie.  Dated 
May  10. 

William  Hunt,  of  Brades,  in  the 
parifh  of  Rowley  Regis,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  iron  mafler ; 
for  a  method  of  rolling  moulds,  or 
plates  of  trowels  from  pieces  of 
either  blifter,  fheer,  or'caftfteel,  of 
a  fquare  or  nearly  fquare,  or  ob¬ 
long  form.  Dated  May  io, 

John  Watfon,  late  of  Bury-place, 
Bloornfbury,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  gent.,  but  now  a  prifoner 
in  the  King’s  Bench  prifon  ;  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  art  of 
foap  making,  by  which  the  article 
is  in  feveral  refpeds  ameliorated. 
Dated  May  10. 

Chefter  Gould,  of  the  parifh  of  . 
St.  Luke,  Old-ftreet,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  gent.  ;  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  conftrudion  of 
a  machine  for  walking  or  cleanfing 
linen  and  various  other  articles. 
Dated  May  17. 

William  Congreve,  of  Garden- 
court,  Temple,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  Efq.  ;  for  a  gun-car¬ 
riage  of  the  fimpleft  conltrudion, 
either  for  land  or  fea  fervice,  cal¬ 
culated  to  reduce  very  confider- 
ably  the  labour  of  working  the 
guns,  to  produce  a  fmooth  and  even 
recoil,  and  to  prevent  the  violent 
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adion  that  takes  place  in  common 
carriages  when  the  gun  is  fired  ; 
at  the  fame  time  the  carriage  is 
of  much  lighter,  lefs  expenfive  con- 
flrudion,  and  iefs  liable  to  be  ftruck 
and  fplintered  by  the  enemy’s  fhot, 
as  prefen  ting  much  lefs  furface  ; 
when  applied  to  the  fea  fervice,  it 
allows,  moreover,  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  redudion  in  the  fize  of 
the  port.  Dated  May  24. 

John  Stedman,  of  Horton  Kirby, 
iu  the  county  of  Kent,  farmer ;  for 
a  patten  and  dog  of  infinite  utility 
and  ufe  to  fuch  perfons  who  may 
wear  them.  Dated  May  24. 

William  Henry  Potter,  of  No. 
3,  Pemberton-row,  Gough-fquare, 
in  the  City  of  London,  flute-maker; 
for  certain  new  improvements  in 
German  flutes  and  other  wind 
mufical  inftruments.  Dated  May 
28. 

Jofeph  Willmore,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
filverfmith,  and  John  Tonks,  of 
the  fame  place,  plater ;  for  a  new 
jnethod  and  proceffes  in  the  manu- 
faduring  of  nails.  Dated  May  28. 

Robert  Ranfome,  of  Ipfwich,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  iron -founder ; 
for  his  improvements  on  the  wheel 
and  fwing  plough.  Dated  May  30. 

David  Thomas,  of  Featherftone- 
buildings,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  gent.  ;  for  a  perforated  vef- 
fel,  percolater  and  frame,  for  mak¬ 
ing  and  preparing  portable  coffee. 
Dated  May  30. 

Thomas  Smith,  the  younger,  of 
Capon  Field  Iron  Works,  near  Bil¬ 
lion,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  iron- 
mafter;  for  certain  improvements  in 
Heam-engines.  Dated  June  3. 

Ralph  Dodd,  of  Change-alley, 
$n  the  City  of  London,  engineer; 
for  improved  bridge-floorings  or 


platforms,  and  fire-proof  roofings 
for  extenfive dwelling,  houfes,  ware- 
houfes,  and  mills.  Dated  June  3. 

William  Shotwell,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  North  America, 
now  refiding  in  the  parilh  of  St. 
Mary,  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  gent.  ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  manufaduring 
of  muftard.  Communicated  to  him 
by  a  foreigner  abroad.  Dated  June 

H* 

George  Tennant,  of  Great  Or- 
mond-flreet,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  gent,  and  Alexander  Gal¬ 
loway,  of  Holborn,  in  the  fame 
county,  mechanift  ;  for  a  machine 
or  machines  for  cutting  all  forts  of 
fuflians,  ufually  denominated  con- 
ftitution  cord,  tabby  cord,  fhaft 
cord,  thickfet,  tabby  velveteen,  ge- 
noa  velveteen,  velveret,  and  every 
other  fpecies  of  fufiian,  velveret, 
and  velveteen  ;  alfo  velvet,  plufh, 
and  other  cloths  or  goods  made  of 
cotton,  filk,  woollen,  or  any  mix¬ 
ture  thereof,  ufually  cut  in  the 
manufadure  of  fuch  articles.  Dated 
June  14. 

George  Lowe,  of  Cheapfide,  in 
the  City  of  London,  cotton-fpin- 
ner ;  for  an  improvement  in  the 
manufadure  of  a  fabric,  compofed 
of  flax  and  cotton,  which  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  many  ufeful  purpofes. 
Dated  June  23. 

Samuel  Gadd,  of  Shadwell,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  rope- 
maker;  for  an  improvement  in  the 
art  of  rope. making,  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  compoflng  each  ft  rand  of 
rope  with  two  diftind  threads 
twilled  together,  and  of  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  apparatus  by 
which  the  principle  is  carried  into 
effed.  Dated  June  23. 

John  Hall,  of  the  town  and 

county 
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county  of  the  town  of  Kingfton- 
uporuHull,  rope-maker;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  making  and 
manufacturing  ropes  and  other  cord- 
age,  and  coiling  of  lines  in  whale¬ 
boats.  Dated  June  28. 

George  Pocock,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  fchool-maller ;  for  geo¬ 
graphical  Hates  for  the  conftruCtion 
of  maps.  Dated  June  28. 

Richard  Trevithick,  of  Rother- 
hithe,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  en¬ 
gineer,  and  Robert  Dickenfon,  of 
Great  Queen-ftreet,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  Efq. ;  for  certain 
machinery  for  towing,  driving,  or 
forcing  and  difcharging  fhips  and 
other  veflels  of theircargoes.  Dated 
July  5. 

William  Pro&or,  of  Sheffield, 
in  the  county  of  York,  optician  ; 
fgr  improved  methods  of  melting 
and  ufing  malleable  wrought  iron 
or  fteel.  Dated  July  6. 

James  Browell,  of  Cornhill,  in 
the  City  of  London,  tailor  and 
draper,  James  Jacks,  of  Cornhill 
aforefaid,  tailor  and  draper,  and 
Thomas  Lennitte,  ot  Aldgate,  in 
the  faid  City  of  London,  man's 
mercer ;  for  a  new  chemical  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  purpofe  of  prefer v- 
ing  from  deftruCtion  by  mildew, 
rot,  or  fermentation,  all  kinds  of 
woollen  and  vegetable  fubltar.ces 
from  which  woollen,  cotton,  and 
linen  clothes,  canvas,  paper,  and 
other  manufactures,  are  made  ;  and 
alfo  for  rendering  all  forts  of 
woollen,  cotton  and  linen  cloths, 
canvas,  filk,  leather,  hats,  and 
paper,  impervious  to  rain,  by  an 
improved  method.  Dated  July  1  x. 

John  fjeathcoat,  of  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter, 
manufacturer  ;  for  a  machine  for 
the  making  or  manufa&uring  of 
bobbin-lace,  or  lace  nearly  re- 
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fembling  French  lace.  Dated  July 
H- 

Benjamin  Crcdby,  of  the  parilh 
of  St.  Martin,  Ludgate,  in  the 
City  of  London,  bookfeller  ;  for  a 
Hand  for  books,  which  may  be 
made  either  circular,  fquare,  or 
any  other  convenient  lhape,  and 
may  be  turned  or  moved  at  pleafure, 
with  cafes  to  receive  books,  as  well 
as  various  other  articles  and  things. 
Dated  July  25. 

William  Hawkes,  of  Newport, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  Efq. ;  for 
improvements  on  mufical  keyed 
inftruments  of  twelve  fixed  tones. 
Dated  July  25. 

George  Richards,  of  Truro,  in 
the  county  of  Cornwall,  archite&f 
for  fingle  and  double  cannon,  car- 
ronades,  or  ordnance,- mufquets, 
and  all  other  kind  of  fire  arms,  on 
a  new  principle,  and  a  new  method 
of  charging  or  loading  the  fame, 
and  of  fixing  or  placing  bayonets 
on  fire  arms.  Dated  July  30. 

Jofeph  Mafon  Gueft,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  thread-manufadlurer ;  for  an 
improved  mill  for  twilling  thread 
for  various  purpofes.  Dated  July 

3°# 

John  Carr,  of  Bell  Vue  Houfe, 
in  the  parilh  of  Sheffield,  in  th» 
county  of  York,  gent.  ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  applying  flat  ropes,  flat 
bands  or  belts  of  every  kind,  to 
capftans  and  windlalfes  of  fhips  and 
veflels  in,  out  of,  or  about  ports, 
harbours,  rivers,  feas,  or  creeks, 
and  alfo  a  method  of  applying  flat 
or  round  ropes,  lines,  bands,  or 
belts,  for  the  purpofe  of  catching 
and  detaining  whales.  Dated  July 

3°* 

Luke  Herbert,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Stephen,  Walbrook,  in  the  City 
of  London,  gent. ;  for  a  machine 
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on  an  improved  conftruftion,  for 
polifhing,  emboffing,  and  graining 
leather,  and  extending  and  flat¬ 
tening  the  fame.  Dated  July  30. 

Charles  Goftling  Townley,  of 
Ramfgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
Efq.  ;  for  a  key  which  regulates 
the  tone  of  the  flute,  or  other 
mufical  inftrument,  capable  of 
improvement,  by  cauflng  the  box 
of  it  to  lengthen  or  contract  at 
pleafure,  which  key  may  be  called 
the  tone^regulating  key.  Dated 
Augufl  9. 

James  Gale,  of  Shad  well,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  rope-maker  ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  rope- 
making.  Dated  Augufl:  18. 

Alexander  Til  loch,  of  Barnf- 
tury-ftreer,  Iflington,  in  the  count  y 
of  Middlefex,  gent. ;  for  a  new 
phyfico- mechanical  power,  or,  in 
other  words,  improved  machinery 
or  apparatus  capable  of  being  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  moving  power  to  work 
or  drive  machinery  and  mill  work, 
and  applicable  to  other  ufeful  pur- 
poles.  Dated  Augufl  20. 

Thomas  Price,  of  BilAon,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  coal-mafter; 
for  improvements  in  t lie  application 
of  fleam  for  ufeful  purpofes,  and  in 
she  apparatus  required  to  cite  ft  the 
fame.  Dated  Augufl  24. 

Thomas  Mead,  of  Scott. itreet, 
in  the  parifh  of  Sculcoate>,  in  the 
county  of  York,  engineer;  for  a 
method  or  methods  of  making  and 
conflrufting  circular  or  rotative 
fleam  engines  upon  an  ■  entire  new 
principle,  and  employing  theelaftic 
or  expanfive  force  of  fleam  in  a 
much  more  efficacious  and  advan¬ 
tageous  manner  than  has  hitherto 
been  done.  Dated  Augufl  24.  ' 

William  Congreve,  of  Garden- 
court,  in  the  Temple,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex,  Efq.  p  for  a  new 


principle  of  meaflmng  time,  and 
conftrufting  clocks  and  chronome¬ 
ters.  Dated  Augufl  24. 

Jofeph  Cuff,  the  younger,  of 
Whitechapel,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  cheefemonger  and  bacon 
merchant  ;  for  certain  machinery 
for  the  more  eafy,  expeditious,  and 
better  method  of  flaughtering  hogs, 
bullocks,  and  other  cattle,  whereby 
much  labour  will  be  faved,  and  the 
fifth  of  fuch  cattle  greatly  im¬ 
proved  in  quality,  and  will  be 
more  eafily  and  better  cured  and 
preferved.  Dated  Augufl  25. 

John  Dumbell  of  Merfey  mills, 
in  the  parifh  of  Warrington,  and 
county  palatine  of  Lancafter,  mil¬ 
ler  ;  for  a  method  or  methods  of 
flax-fpinning,  and  of  preparing  or 
makmg  a  fpecial  twift  thread,  fur* 
niture,  cloth,  frills  or  attire,  which 
he  calls  Telary  Teguments ,  from  filk, 
wool,  cotton,  flax,  hemp  or  tow, 
as  well  as  from  a  great  variety  of 
other  articles  (in  a  combined  or 
uncombincd  ftate;)  and  for  a  me¬ 
thod  or  methods  of  refabricating 
or  renovating  the  fame,  and  of  pro= 
ducing  or  reproducing  from  tatters 
in  general  a  new  body.  Dated  Au- 
gull  2;. 

John  Warren,  of  the  town  and 
comity  of  the  town  of  Poole, 
flone-mafon  ;  for  an  apparatus  to 
prevent  chimneys  from  fmoking, 
and  to  extinguifh  fires  in  grates 
and  ftoves  without  making  any 
duft  or  fmoke  injurious  to  the 
room  or  furniture,  Dated  Sep¬ 
tember  15. 

Edward  Mofley,  of  Newcaftle, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford,  clock 
and  watch-maker ;  for  an  im¬ 
proved  cock  for  drawing  off  li¬ 
quors.  Dated  September  24. 

Thomas  Paton,  of  the  parifli  of 
Thrift  Church,  in  the  county  <jf 

Surrey., 
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Surrey,  engineer ;  for  an  improved 
wheel  for  various  ufeful  purpofes. 
Dated  Sept.  24. 

Sebabian  Erard,  of  Great  Marl- 
bo  rough -ft reet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  upon  piano-tones,  large  and 
final],  and  upon  harps,  for  which 
harps  he  has  already  obtained 
letters  patent.  Dated  September 
24. 

Edward  Thomafon,  of  Birming- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
manufacturer  ,  for  various  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conti  ruction  of  um¬ 
brellas  and  parafols,  Dated  Oc¬ 
tober  8. 

Richard  Trevithick,  of  Rother- 
hithe,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  en¬ 
gineer,  and  Robert  Dickinfon,  of 
Great  Queen-breef,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  Efq.  ;  for  a  new 
method  or  way  of  bowing  cargoes 
of  fhips  and  other  veffels  by  means 
of  packages,  for  containing  goods 
2nd  products  of  certain  defcriptions 
deftined  for  conveyances  by  fea, 
not  hitherto  employed,  by  which 
means,  expences  of  bo  wage,  room 
will  be  faved,  and  the  contents  be 
rendered  more  fecure  from  damage* 
Dated  October  3 1 . 

Henry  Van  Wart,  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaber, 
merchant ;  for  a  method  of  making 
a  machine  for  manufacturing  thim¬ 
bles  for  the  fails  of  fhips  and  veffels, 
and  for  all  forts  of  rigging,  and 
other  purpofes,  communicated  to 
him  by  Ifaiah  Jennings,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Dated  October  3  1 . 

Jofeph  Anthony  Berrolas,  of 
Denmark-breet,  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  watch-maker;  for 
a  method  of  making  infallible  re¬ 


peating  watches.  Dated  October 

3 1  • 

Zachariah  Barrat,  of  Croydon, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  gent. ;  for 
a  machine  for  wafhing  linen  and 
cotton  clothes,  and  other  fimilar 
things,  to  which  may  be  affixed  or 
omitted  at  pleafure,  a  contrivance 
for  preffiug  the  water  from  them, 
now  commonly  done  by  wringing. 
Dated  October  31, 

Phineas  Andrews,  of  Haverbock- 
hill,  in  the  parifh  of  Hampbead* 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gent.; 
for  certain  improvements  in  the 
conbrudion  of  a  machine  for  threfh- 
ing  of  corn,  grain,  and  pulfe,  and 
all  kinds  of  feed.  Dated  October 
3 1  * 

Samuel  Crackles,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  the  townofKingbon-, 
upon-  Hull,  brulh-manufaCturer ;  for 
a  method  of  making  and  manu» 
fatfturing  of  brufhes  from  whale¬ 
bone,  which  have  heretofore  been 
ufuaily  made  and  manufad ured  from 
bribles.  Dated  November  3. 

Samuel  Brookes,  of  Bermondfey-, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  tanner; 
for  fplitting  raw  bull,  ox,  and  cow 
hides,  fo  that  each  fide  of  the  hide 
fo  fplit  may  be  manufactured  for 
the  purpofes  for  which  an  entire 
hide  has  been  before  ufed,  as  fol. 
lows :  the  grain  fide  for  coach  and 
chaife  hides,  and  other  purpofes ; 
and  the  belli  fide  for  lofh  hides* 
for  white  leather,  for  vellum,  for 
tanning,  and  for  other  purpofes. 
Dated  November  3. 

John  Heartley,  John  Mufgrave, 
and  William  Farmery,  of  Leeds, 
in  the  county  of  York,  machine, 
makers ;  for  a  machine  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  preparing,  roving,  flubbing, 
ipinning,  twibing,  and  doubling 
of  cotton,  bax,  hemp,  tow.,  worbed, 

wool. 
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wool,  filk,  or  any  other  fubftance, 
into  threads,  preparatory  to  their 
being  manufactured,  or  otherwife 
ufed.  Dated  November  8. 

Nicholas  Fairlefs,  of  South 
Shields,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
Efq, ;  fora windlafs,  windlafs-bitts, 
and  metallic  horfe  hold  chamber, 
whereby  great  manual  labour  is 
faved,  and  a  confiderable  lefs  time  is 
neceflary  in  heaving  to,  and  getting 
on  board  (hips  anchors,  either  in 
moderate  weather  or  in  gales  of 
wind.  Dated  November  i 5. 

Jonathan  Dickfon,  of  the  parifh 
of  Chrift  Church,  and  county  of 
Surrey,  fleam  engine-maker;  for 
improvements  in  the  conftruCtions 
of  tuns,  coolers,  vatts,  and  backs 
ufed  by  brewers,  diflillers,  and 
others.  Dated  November  15. 

Charles  Gofling  Tovvnley,  of 
Ramfgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
Efq.  ;  for  an  improvement  appli¬ 
cable  to  mufical  inftruments  of  dif¬ 
ferent  defcriptions.  Dated  No¬ 
vember  26. 

Frederic  Nolan,  of  Stratford, 
near  Colchefler,  in  the  county  of 
Eflex,  clerk  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftruCtion  of  flutes, 
flageolets,  hautbois,  and  other  wind 
inflruments  now  in  ufe.  Dated 
November  26. 

Charles  Seward,  of  Lancafter,  in 
the  countv  of  Laneafler,  block  tin 
manufacturer ;  for  fome  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftruCtion  of  lamps. 
Dated  November  26. 

John  Schmidt,  of  St.  Mary  Axe, 
London,  watch-maker;  for  a  phan¬ 
tasmagoria  chronometer,  or  noc¬ 
turnal  dial,  reprefenting,  or  making 
viflble  at  night,  to  an  enlarged 
fize,  the  dial  of  a  watch  againfl  the 
wall  of  a  room  ;  the  reflection  ob¬ 
tained  by  a  light  and  optical  ap¬ 
paratus  being  at  the  fame  time 


fufficient  to  give  the  room  a  plea/- 
ing  illumination :  the  nodlurna! 
dial  may,  with  little  alteration,  be 
conftruCled  of  any  watch  or  time¬ 
piece  ;  but  to  render  the  whole  as 
limple  and  ufeful  as  poflible,  he  has 
alfo  invented  a  mechanifm  or  in- 
ftrument  which  is  applicable  to,  or 
feparately  ufeful  from,  the  above, 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  adtion, 
which  he  calls  The  Mjjlerious  Cir¬ 
culator,  or  Chronological  Equili¬ 
brium:  this  equilibrium  requiring 
only  one  hand  or  nonius  to  (hew 
feconds,  minutes,  and  hours,  and 
is  particularly  ufeful,  and  may  (if 
required)  with  little  alteration, 
reprefent  an  orrery.  Dated  De¬ 
cember  20. 

John  Frederic  Archbold,  of  Great 
Charlotte-ftreet,  Blackfriars-road, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey  ;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  making  brandy ; 
comprifing,  firft,  a  new  method  in 
making  wine,  as  the  worts  or  muft 
for  making  the  brandy,  and  a  ftill 
applicable  to  the  working  off  the 
fame  ;  and  a  new  method  of  recti¬ 
fying  the  fpirit  when  worked  off. 
Dated  December  20. 

William  Thompfon,  of  Deri  tend, 
in  the  parifh  of  Afton,  near  Bir¬ 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War» 
wick,  lockfmith  ;  for  a  new  in¬ 
vented  lock,  which  aCts  in  a  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  then  in  a  hori¬ 
zontal  direction,  with  fprings  and 
tumblers,  one  part  being  at  liberty 
whilft  the  other  is  in  motion,  the 
bolts  of  which  lock  return  into  the 
body  thereof  when  it  is  unlocked. 
Dated  December  29. 

Malcolm  MJGeorge,  of  Bell- 
yard,  Carey -ft reef,  in  the  county 
of  JYliddlefex,  mufical  inftrument- 
maker,  and  William  M‘Farland, 
of  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  umbrella-manufaCturer ; 

for 
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for  certain  improvements  in  the 
conftruftion  of  umbrellas  and  para- 
fols.  Dated  December  29. 

William  Steel,  of  Li  verpool,  in 
the  county  of  Lancafter,  glafs- 
dealer  ;  for  an  entire  new  machine, 
engine,  or  inftrument  for  making 
white  fait,  which  will  be  much 
more  ufeful  and  advantageous  to 

1  ^  O 

the  public  than  any  machine,  en¬ 
gine,  or  inftrument  hitherto  in¬ 
vented  for  the  purpofe.  Dated 
December  29. 


Method  of  making  Embankments.  By 
P.  Howard,  Efq. 

( From  Communications  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  VoL  VI.  Part  3.J 

Sir, 

As  a  good  method  of  embank¬ 
ment  againft  the  depredations  of 
rivers  and  torrents,  or  againft  the 
fea,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining 
land  from  it,  is  in  many  places  of 
great  confequence,  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  you,  Sir,  and  the  Board, 
the  information  I  have  obtained  on 
that  head  abroad.  At  this  time, 
when  fo  many  banks  have  been 
wafhed  down,  it  may  be  particu¬ 
larly  ufeful. 

That  great  and  impetuous  river 
the  Rhine,  makes  frequent  en¬ 
croachments  on  its  banks,  carrying 
away  whole  acres  in  a  {ingle  flood, 
and  fometimes  leaving  pools  of 
twenty  feet  deep  in  their  place. 
Near  the  citadel  of  Strafbourg  it 
has  long  menaced  to  carry  off  con- 
liderable  portions  of  its  banks,  and 
had  in  many  parts  effected  it;  of 
courfe  the  attention  of  the  French 
engineers  has  been  long  excited  to 
find  means  of  diverting  thofe  de¬ 
predations.  After  many  experi¬ 


*6\9 

ments,  they  have  found  that  the 
only  effeftual  method  was  by  faf- 
cines,  in  the  following  manner. 

They  make  fafeines  of  long  brufli- 
wood  of  any  kind,  but  with  a 
conftderable  mixture  of  willow,  of 
which  they  have  formed  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe,  large  plantations  in  a  fwampy 
iftand  between  the  Rhine  and  the 
fea.  Thefe  fafeines  are  a  foot  thick, 
and  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  bound 
with  three  bands  of  willow  :  rows 
of  thefe,  confifting  of  two  fafeines 
in  breadrh,  or  of  more  if  the  em¬ 
bankment  requires  it,  with  their 
heads  oppofite,  and  the  brufti  part 
inward,  are  fi rib  laid,  and  on  them 
a  foot  of  gravel ;  two  or  three  ftrong 
willow  ftakes  are  drove  through 
each  fafeine  into  the  ground.  Suc- 
cdfive  rows  of  fafeines  and  gravel 
are  laid  on  thefe  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  As  foon  as  this  mafs  has 
been  raifed  foinewhat  above  the 
ufual  level  of  the  water,  the  erh- 
bankment  is  narrowed,  by  drawing 
in  the  fucceeding  rows  of  fafeines 
about  eight  inches  or  a  foot  from 
the  perpendicular,  thereby  offering 
a  gentle  Hope  to  the  current:  to 
prevent  the  grtivel  from  being 
wafhed  out  before  it  has  time  to 
confolidate,  it  is  preferved  by  a 
little  willow  fence.  When  brought 
to  a  fufticient  height  the  whole  is 
covered  with  gravel,  and  a  fufticient 
quantity  of  ftrong  willow  ftakes 
drove  into  it.  By  thefe  means 
they  have  not  only  recovered  and 
fecured  the  broken  barks  of  the 
Rhine,  but  have  been  able,  not- 
withftandingtheimpetuoftty  of  that 
river,  to  run  out  very  extenfive 
jetties  to  break  and  divert  the 
currents  which  threatened  them. 
After  many  expenfive  experiments, 
the  enp-ineers  have  found  this  me- 
thod  the  only  fure  way  of  pre¬ 
venting 
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venting  the  devaftations  of  that 
great  river,  rendered  impetuous 
by  the  melting  of  the  fnows  in 
Switzerland. 

As  an  improvement  in  the  me¬ 
thod,  I  fhould  fuggeft  that  the 
fafcines  under  water  fhould  be  made 
of  ftrong  furze  inftead  of  brufh- 
wood  ;  its  wood  is  not  only  hard 
and  lading,  but  the  nature  of  its 
prickly  leaves  is  very  proper  to 
arreft,  and  retain  the  dime  2nd 
iludge,  brought  down  by  the  wa¬ 
ters  in  great  floods ;  whenever  it 
can  be  had,  it  will  alfo.  be  cheaper. 
After  having  been  at  very  great, 
and  always  ufelefs,  expences  in 
forming  banks  by  frames  of  wood 
and  done,  to  defend  feme  very 
fine  meadows  in  my  edate  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  from  the  in¬ 
roads  of  the  river  Tees,  I  ordered, 
when  at  Stralbourg,  fome  to  be 
made  by  my  deward  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  which,  though  not  well  ex¬ 
ecuted,  from  a  fcarcity  of  proper 
brufh-wood,  are  the  only  ones 
which  have  now  for  eight  years 
redded  all  the  violence  of  that  tor¬ 
rent-like  river  :  my  fon  has  flnee 
fuccefsfully  tried  the  fame  method 
in  the  river  Eden  in  Cumberland. 

I  (hall  be  very  happy  if  this 
method  fhould  be  approved  by  the 
board,  and,  afford  a  Ample  means 
of  repairing  the  numerous  devafta- 
tions  made  by  this  lad  winter’s 
floods. 

Philip  Howard. 


Gn  the  deft  raying  of  Infects*  By 
Captain  Schank. 

( From  the  fame, } 

st  Sir, 

<x  When  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  yours  of  the  16th  inft.  I 


thought  it  my  duty  to  get  you 
fuch  obfervations  as  I  had  made  in 
writing,  but  I  am  forry  to  fay  all 
my  endeavours  are  ineffedual,  thofe 
papers  being  lod. 

“  And  in  general  terms  1  can 
only  fay,  in  thefpring  and  dimmer 
of  1793,  the  vermin  of  all  forts 
were  in  great  numbers,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  deftru&ive.  Having  all 
kinds  of  coal  tar,  I  put  one  gal¬ 
lon  into  a  ten  gallon  keg,  and  then 
put  nine  gallons  of  freth  water  in 
with  the  gallon  of  tar,  and  mixed 
or  dirred  them  up  for  about  one 
hour.  I  poured  the  water  off  into 
watering  pans,  and  in  ail  places 
where  I  faw  the  vermin,  I  poured 
the  water  over  them,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  all  the  fmaller  kinds  died, 
but  the  hlack-fhelled  fnail  threw 
off  a  kind  of  fkin,  and  appeared  as 
not  much  hurt ;  foon  after  a  fecond 
and  fometimes  a  third.  Many  of 
them  died  and  fome  did  not  ;  thefe 
lad  I  put  under  a  garden  pot,  and 
found  they  recovered  perfectly  well. 
I  then  dug  a  hole  eighteen  inches 
deep,  and  put  into  the  hole  about 
two  gallons  of  all  forts  of  infects  I 
could  find  in  the  garden,  and 
covered  them  over  with  earth, 
wirh  which  I  filled  the  hole  up  to 
the  top,  and  poured  upon  it  one 
gallon  of  water,  to  try  if  the  fil¬ 
tering  it  through  the  earth  would 
leffen  the  effeH  of  the  impregnated 
water.  In  about  an  hour  after,  I 
took  up  the  earth  and  found  the 
^hole  of  the  infe&s  dead,  except 
one  black-fnelled  fnail.  I  do  not 
remember  whether  it  died  or  reco¬ 
vered  ;  but  I  think  it  recovered. 
I  then  tried  the  experiment  with 
fait  water,  and  alfo  with  frefh  wa¬ 
fer,  mixing  lime  with  both  the 
impregnated  waters.  In  both  trials 
the  vermin  died  much  fooner.  Had 
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1  not  been  called  on  fervice,  it  was 
my  intention  to  have  carried  on 
my  experiments,  and  made  obfer- 
vations  on  them ;  but  I  can  only 
now  fay  that  my  garden  was  about 
a  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  I  ufed 
about  two  or  three  gallons  of  coal 
tar. 

ii  Should  this  account  occahon 
your  wifh  for  my  anlwering  any 
queftion,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  do 
myfclf  the  honour  to  attend  to  your 
appointment.  t 

John  Schank.” 


Application  of  Coal  Gas  to  Econo¬ 
mical  Purpof  s. 

f  From  a  Paper ,  by  Mr.  Murdoch , 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions 
for  i  Sq8.) 

44  The  fads  and  refblts  intended 
to  be  communicated  in  this  paper, 
are  founded  upon  obfervations  made, 
during  the  prefent  winter,  at  the 
cotton  manufactory  of  Meffrs. 
Philips  and  Lee  at  Manchefter, 
where  the  light  obtained  by  the 
combuflion  of  the  gas  from  coal  is 
ufed  upon  a  very  large  fcale;  the 
apparatus  for  its  production  and  ap¬ 
plication  having  been  prepared  by 
me  at  the  works  of  Meffrs.  Boul¬ 
ton,  Watt,  and  Co.  at  Soho. 

<c  The  whole  of  the  rooms  at 
this  cotton  mill,  which  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  the  moft  ex  ten  five  in  the 
united  kingdom,  as  well  as  its 
counting-houfes  and  flore-rcoms, 
and  the  adjacent  dwelling-houfe  of 
Mr.  Lee,  are  lighted  with  the 
gas  from  coal.  The  total  quantity 
of  light  ufed  during  the  hours  of 
burning,  has  been  afcertained,  by 
a  comparifon  of  fhadows,  to  be 
about  equal  to  the  light  which 


2500  mould  candles  of  fix  in  the 
pound  would  give  ;  each  of  the 
candles,  with  which  the  compari¬ 
fon  was  made,  confuming  at  the 
rate  of  4-ioths  of  an  ounce  (175 
grains)  of  tallow  per  hour. 

“  The  quantity  of  light  is  ne- 
ceffarily  liable  to  fome  variation, 
from  the  difficulty  of  adjufting  all 
the  flames,  fo  as  to  be  perfedly 
equal  at  all  times  :  but  the  admi¬ 
rable  precifion  and  exadnefs  with 
which  the  bufinefs  of  this  mill  is 
conducted,  afforded  as  excellent 
an  opportunity  of  making  the  com¬ 
parative  trials  I  had  in  view,  as 
is  perhaps  likely  to  be  ever  ob¬ 
tained  in  general  praCiice;  and  the 
experiments  being  made  upon,  fo 
large  a  fcale,  and  for  a  confider- 
able  period  of  time,  may,  I  think, 
be  a  (fumed  as  a  fufficiently  accurate 
ffandard  for  determining  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  expeCted  from  the 
ufe  of  gas  lights  under  favourable 
circumftances. 

t(  It  is  not  my  intention,  in  the 
prefent  paper,  to  enter  into  a  par¬ 
ticular  defcription  of  the  apparatus 
employed  for  producing  the  gas ; 
but  I  may  obferve  generally,  that 
the  coal  is  diililled  in  large  iron 
retorts,  which,  during  the  winter 
feafon,  are  kept  conftantly  at  work, 
except  during  the  intervals  of 
charging  •  and  that  the  gas,  as  it 
rifes  from  them,  is  conveyed  by 
iron  pipes  into  large  refcrvoirs,  or 
gazometers,  where  it  is  wafhed  and 
purified,  previous  to  its  being  con¬ 
veyed  through  other  pipes,  called 
mains,  to  the  mill.  Thefe  mains 
branch  off  into  a  variety  of  rami¬ 
fications  (forming  a  total  length  of 
feveral  miles,)  and  diminifh  in 
fize,  as  the  quantity  of  gas  re¬ 
quired  to  be  pafled  through  them 
becomes  lefs.  The  burners,  where 

the 


I 

ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1808. 


622  * 

the  gas  is  confumed,  are  conneded 
with  the  above  mains,  by  fhort 
tubes,  each  of  which  is  furniflted 
with  a  cock  to  regulate  the  admif- 
iion  of  the  gas  to  each  burner,  and 
to  (hut  it  totally  off  when  requi- 
flte.  This  latter  operation  may 
likewife  be  inftantaneoufly  per¬ 
formed,  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  burners  in  each  room,  by  turn¬ 
ing  a  cock,  with  which  each  main 
is  provided,  near  its  entrance  into 
the  room. 

“  The  burners  are  of  two  kinds : 
the  one  is  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Argand  lamp,  and  refembles  it  in 
appearance ;  the  other  is  a  fmall 
curved  tube  with  a  conical  end, 
having  three  circular  apertures  or 
perforations,  of  about  a  thirtieth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  one  at  the 
point  of  the  cone,  and  two  late¬ 
ral  ones,  through  which  the  gas 
iffues,  forming  three  divergent  jets 
of  flame,  fomewhat  like  a  fleur-de- 
lis.  The  fhape  and  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  tube,  has  procured  it, 
among  the  workmen,  the  name  of 
the  cockfpur  burner. 

“  The  number  of  burners  em¬ 
ployed  in  all  the  buildings,  amounts 
to  271  Argands,  and  633  eock- 
fpurs ;  each  of  the  former  giving  a 
light  equal  to  that  of  four  candles 
of  the  description  abovementioned  ; 
and  each  of  the  latter,  a  light 
equal  to  two  and  a  quarter  of  the 
fame  candles  ;  making,  therefore, 
the  total  of  gas  light  a  little  more 
than  equal  to  that  of  2500  candles. 
When  thus  regulated,  the  whole 
of  the  above  burners  require  an 
hourly  fupply  of  1250  cubic  feet  of 
the  gas  produced  from  cannelcoal ; 
the  fuperior  quality  and  quantity 
of  the  gas  produced  from  that  ma¬ 
terial  having  given  it  a  decided 
preference  in  this  fituation,  over 


every  other  coal,  notvvithftanding 
its  higher  price. 

“  The  time  during  which  the 
gas  light  is  ufed,  may,  upon  an 
average  of  the  whole  year,  be 
flared  at  leaft  at  two  hours  per 
day  of  twenty  four-hours.  In 
fome  mills,  where  there  is  over 
work,  it  will  be  three  hours  :  and 
in  the  few  where  night-work  is 
ftill  continued,  nearly  twelve  hours. 
But  taking  two  hours  per  day  as 
the  common  average  throughout 
the  year,  the  confumption  in  Meffrs. 
Phillips’  and  Lee’s  mill,  will  be 
1250  X  2  =  2500  cubic  feet  of 
gas  per  day  ;  to  produce  which, 
feven  hundred  weight  of  cannel 
coal  is  required  in  the  retort.  The 
price  of  the  bell  Wigan  cannel 
(the  fort  ufed)  is  13^.  per  cwt. 
(22 s.  6d.  per  ton),  delivered  at  the 
mill,  or  fay  about  eight  {hillings 
for  the  feven  hundred  weight. 
Multiplying  by  the  number  of 
working  days  in  the  year  313, 
the  annual  confumption  of  cannel 
will  be  1 10  tons,  and  its  coil  125I. 

i(  About  one-third  of  the  above 
quantity,  or  fay  forty  tons  of  good 
common  coal,  value  ten  (hillings 
per  ton,  is  required  for  fuel  to  heat 
the  retorts  ;  the  annual  amount  of 
which  is  20/. 

i(  The  1 10  tons  of  cannel  coal, 
when  diftilled,  produce  about  70 
tons  of  good  coke,  which  is  fold 
upon  the  fpot  at  it.  4.d.  per  cwt. 
and  will  therefore  amount  annually 
to  the  fum  of  93/. 

((  The  quantity  of  tar  produced 
from  each  ton  of  cannel  coal,  is 
from  eleven  to  twelve  gallons, 
making  a  total  annual  produce  of 
about  1250  ale  gallons,  which, 
not  having  been  yet  fold,  J  can¬ 
not  determine  its  value  ;  but  when¬ 
ever  it  comes  to  be  manufadured 
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in  large  quantities,  it  cannot  be 
fuch  as  materially  to  influence  the 
economical  ftatement,  unlefs  in¬ 
deed  new  applications  of  it  (hould 
be  difcovered. 

“  The  quantity  of  aqueous  fluid 
which  came  over  in  the  courfe  of 
the  obfervations  which  I  am  now 
giving  an  account  of,  was  not  ex¬ 
actly  afcertained,  from  fome  fprings 
having  got  into  the  refervoir;  and 
as  it  has  not  been  yet  applied  to 
any  ufeful  purpofe,  I  may  omit 
further  notice  of  it  in  this  ftate¬ 
ment. 

“  The  intereft  of  the  capital 
expended  in  thenecefiary  apparatus 
and  buildings,  together  with  what 
is  conftdered  as  an  ample  allowance 
for  wear  and  tear,  is  ftated  by  Mr. 
Lee  at  about  55 o/.  per  annum  :  in 
which  fome  allowance  is  made  for 
this  apparatus  being  made  upon  a 
fcale  adequate  to  the  fupply  of  a 
ftill  greater  quantity  of  light,  than 
he  has  occafton  to  make  ufe  of. 

“  He  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
coft  of  attendance  upon  candles 
would  be  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  upon  the  gas  apparatus  ;  fo 
that  in  forming  the  comparifon, 
nothing  need  be  ftated  upon  that 
fcore,  on  either  fide. 

“  The  economical  ftatement  for 
one  year  then  ftands  thus : 

Coft  of  1 10  tons  of  can- 
nel  coal  .  - 

Ditto  of  40  tons  of  com¬ 
mon  ditto  - 


Deduft  the  value  of  70 
tons  of  coke  -  -  -  - 
The  annual  expenditure 
in  coal,  after  deducing 
the  value  of  the  coke, 
and  without  allowing 


20 

*45 

93 


any  thing  for  the  tar, 
is  therefore  -----  52 

And  the  intereft  of  capi¬ 
tal,  and  wear  and  tear 
of  apparatus  -  -  -  -  55© 


making  the  total  expence  of  the 
gas  apparatus  about  600/.  per 
annum. 

((  That  of  candles,  to  give  the 
fame  light,  would  be  about  2000 L 
For  each  candle  confuming  at  the 
rate  of  4-ioths  of  an  ounce  of  tal¬ 
low  per  hour,  the  2500  candles 
burning  upon  an  average  of  the 
year  two  hours  per  day,  would, 
at  one  (hilling  per  pound,  the  pre- 
fent  price,  amount  to  nearly  the 
fum  of  money  above  mentioned. 

((  If  the  comparifon  were  made 
upon  an  average  of  three  hours  per 
day,  the  advantage  would  be  ftill 
more  in  favour  of  the  gas  light 5 
the  intereft  of  the  capital,  and  wear 
and  tear  of  the  apparatus,  conti¬ 
nuing  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
former  cafe  ;  thus, 

“  1250  X  3  =  3750  cubic  feet 
of  gas  per  day,  which  would  be 
produced  by  10J  cwt.  of  cannel 
coals  ;  this  multiplied  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  working  days,  gives  16S 
tons  per  annum,  which,  valued  as 


before  amounts  to  -  -  -  -  /18S 
And  60  tons  common  coal 
for  burning  under  the 
retorts  will  amount  to  30 


218 

Deduft  105  tons  of  coke 

2  6s.  Sd. . -  1 40 

Leaving  the  expenditure 
in  coal,  after  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  coke,  and 
without  allowance  for 
tar,  at-------  78 


Adding  to  which  the  intereft  and 
wear  and  tear  of  apparatus,  as  be¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  the  total  annual  coft  will  not 
be  more  than  620L  whilft  that  of 
tallow,  rated  as  before,  will  be 
3000/. 

“It  will  readily  occur,  that  the 
greater  number  of  hours  the  gas  is 
burnt,  the  greater  will  be  its  com¬ 
parative  economy ;  although  in 
extending  it  beyond  three  hours, 
an  increafe  of  fome  parts  of  the 
apparatus  would  be  neceffary. 

“  If  the  economical  companion 
were  made  with  oils,  the  advan¬ 
tages  would  be  lefs  than  with  tal¬ 
low. 

“  The  introduction  of  this  fpe- 
cles  of  light  into  the  edablilhment 
of  Meffrs.  Phillips  and  Lee,  has 
been  gradual  ;  beginning  in  the 
year  1805,  with  two  rooms  of  the 
mill,  the  counting -houfes,  and 
Mr.  Lee’s  dwelling- houfe.  After 
which,  it  was  extended  through 

7  O 

the  whole  manufactory,  as  expe- 
ditioudy  as  the  apparatus  could  be 
prepared. 

“  At  firft,  fome  inconvenience 
was  experienced  from  the  fmell  of 
the  unconfumed,  or  im perfectly 
purified  gas,  which  may,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  attributed  to  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  fuccefiive  improve* 
ments  in  the  conftruCfion  of  the 
apparatus,  as  the  work  proceeded. 
But  fince  its  completion,  and  fince 
the  perfons  to  whole  care  it  is  con¬ 
fided,  have  become  familiar  with 
its  management,  this  inconvenience 
has  been  obviated,  not  only  in  the 
mill,  but  alfo  in  Mr.  Lee’s  houfe, 
which  is  molt  brilliantly  illumi¬ 
nated  with  it,  to  the  exclufion  of 
every  other  fpecies  of  artificial 
light. 

te  The  peculiar  foftnefs  and 
clearnefs  of  this  light,  with  its 
almol!  unvarying  intenfity,  have 
brought  it  into  great  favour  with 


the  work  people.  And  its  being' 
free  from  the  inconvenience  and 
danger  refulting  from  the  fparks- 
and  frequent  handing  of  candles,  itf 
a  circumdance  of  material  import¬ 
ance,  as  tending  to  diminidi  the 
hazard  of  fire,  to  which  cotton 
mills  are  known  to  be  much  ex- 
pofed. 

“  The  above  particulars,  it  is 
conceived,  contain  fuch  informa¬ 
tion,  as  may  tend  to  iliudrate  the 
general  advantages  attending  the 
ufe  of  the  gas  light ;  but.  never- 
thelefs  the  Royal  Society  may, 
perhaps,  not  deem  it  unintereding, 
to  be  apprifed  of  the  circumdances 
which  originally  gave  rife  in  my 
mind  to  its  application,  as  an  eco¬ 
nomical  fubditute  ior  oils  and  tal¬ 
low, 

“  It  is  now  nearly  fixteen  years 
fince,  in  the  courfe  of  experiments 
I  was  making  at  Redruth  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  upon  the  quantities  and  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  gaffes  produced  by  dif- 
tillation  from  different  mineral  and 
vegetable  fubdances,  I  was  induced, 
by  fome  obfervations  I  had  pre- 
vioudy  made  upon  the  burning  of 
coal,  to  try  the  combudible  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  gaffes  produced  Irom 
it,  as  well  as  from  peat,  wood, 
and  other  inflammable  fubdances. 
And  being  ft  ruck  with  the  great 
quantities  of  gas  which  they  af¬ 
forded,  as  well  as  with  the  bril¬ 
liancy  of  the  light,  and  the  faci¬ 
lity  of  its  production,  I  indituted 
feveial  experiments  with  a  view  of 
afeertaining  the  cod  at  which  it 
might  be  obtained,  compared  with 
that  of  equal  quantities  of  light 
yielded  by  oils  and  tallow. 

“  My  apparatus  confided  of  an 
iron  retort,  with  tinned  copper  and 
iron  tubes  through  which  the  gas 
was  conducted  to  a  confiderabls 
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diftance  ;  and  there,  as  well  as  at 
intermediate  points,  was  burned 
through  apertures  of  varied  forms 
and  dimenfions.  The  experiments 
were  made  upon  coal  of  different 
qualities,  which  I  procured  from 
diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  for 
the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  which 
would  give  the  molt  economical 
refults.  The  gas  was  alfo  walked 
with  water,  and  other  means  were 
employed  to  purify  it. 

“  In  the  year  1798,  I  removed 
from  Cornwall  to  Meffrs.  Boulton, 
Watt,  and  Co’s,  works  for  the 
manufactory  of  fleam-engines  at 
the  Soho  Foundery,  and  there  I 
conftrufted  an  apparatus  upon  a 
larger  fcale,  which,  during  many 
fucceflive  nights,  was  applied  to 
the  lighting  of  their  principal 
building,  and  various  new  methods 
were  pra&ifed,  of  wafhing  and 
purifying  the  gas. 

(e  Thefe  experiments  were  con¬ 
tinued  with  fome  interruptions, 
until  the  peace  of  1802,  when  a 
public  difplay  of  this  light  was 
made  by  me  in  the  illumination  of 
Mr.  Boulton’s  manufactory  at 
Soho,  upon  that  occafion. 

(s  Since  that  period,  I  have, 
under  thefan&ion  of  Meffrs.  Boul¬ 
ton,  Watt,  and  Co.  extended  the 
apparatus  at  Soho  Foundery,  fo  as 
to  give  light  to  all  the  principal 
fhops,  where  it  is  in  regular  ufe, 
to  the  exclufion  of  other  artificial 
light  :  but  I  have  preferred  giv¬ 
ing  the  refults  from  Meffrs.  Phi¬ 
lips’  and  Lee’s  apparatus,  both  on 
account  of  its  greater  extent,  and 
the  greater  uniformity  of  the 
lights,  which  rendered  the  com- 
parifon  with  candles  lefs  difficult. 

<(  At  the  time  I  commenced  my 
experiments,  I  was  certainly  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  circumftance 

Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  S 


of  the  gas  from  coal  having  been 
obferved  by  others  to  be  capable  of 
combuftion ;  but  I  am  fince  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  current  of  gas 
efcaping  from  Lord  Dundcnald's 
tar  ovens  had  been  frequently 
fired;  and  I  find  that  Dr.  Clay¬ 
ton,  in  a  paper  in  Volume  XLI. 
of  the  TranfaCtions  of  the  Royal 
Society,  fo  long  ago  as  the  year 
1739,  gave  an  account  of  fome 
obfervations  and  experiments  made 
by  him,  which  clearly  manifefl  his 
knowledge  of  the  inflammable  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  gas,  which  he  deno¬ 
minates  (  the  fpirit  of  coals but 
the  idea  of  applying  it  is  an  eco- 
nomical  fubftitute  for  oils  and  tal¬ 
low,  does  not  appear  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  this  gentleman  ;  and  I 
believe  I  may,  without  prefuming 
too  much,  claim  both  the  firfl  idea 
of  applying,  and  the  firft  a&ual 
application  of  this  gas  to  econo¬ 
mical  purpofes.*' 


Some  Hints  refpe  Sling  the  proper 
Mode  of  inuring  Tender  Plants  to 
our  Climate .  By  the  Right 
Hon .  Sir  Jofeph  Batiks ,  Bart . 
K .  B.P.R.  S.  &c. 

( From  T ranfaSiions  of  the  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  of  London ,  <vol,  I , 
part  l.) 

“  Refpe liable  and  ufeful  as  every 
branch  of  the  horticultural  art  cer¬ 
tainly  is,  no  one  is  more  intereft- 
ing  to  the  public,  or  more  likely 
to  prove  advantageous  to  thofe  who 
may  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  fucceed 
in  it,  than  that  of  inuring  plants, 
natives  of  warmer  climates,  to  bear, 
without  covering,  the  ungenial 
fprings,  the  chilly  fummers,  and 
the  rigorous  winters,  by  which, 
*  S  s  efpecially 
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efpecially  for  Come  years  pad,  we 
have  been  perpetually  vifued. 

“  Many  attempts  have  been 
made  in  this  line,  and  feveral 
ihrubs,  that  ufed  to  be  kept  in  our 
ftoves,  are  now  to  be  feen  in  the 
open  garden  :  there  is,  however, 
fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  every 
one  of  thefe  was  originally  the  na¬ 
tive  of  a  cold  climate,  though  in¬ 
troduced  to  us  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  a  warm  one ;  as  the  gold 
tree,  aucuba  japonica,  the  mou- 
tan,  pasonia  frutefcens,  and  feveral 
others  have  been  in  our  times. 

((  In  the  cafe  of  annuals,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  probable  that  much  has 
been  done  by  our  anceftors,  and 
fomething  by  the  prefen t  genera¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  all  that  is  required  in  the  cafe 
of  an  annual,  is  to  enable  it  to 
ripen  its  fruit  in  a  comparatively 
cold  fummer,  after  which,  we 
know  that  the  harded  froft  has  no 
power  to  injure  the  feed,  though 
expofed  in  the  open  air  to  its  fe¬ 
vered  influence  ;  but  a  perennial 
has  to  encounter  frofts  with  its 
buds  and  annual  fhoots,  that  have 
fometimes  been  fo  fevere  with  us 
as  to  rend  afunder  the  trunks  of 
our  indigenous  foreft- trees  *. 

(<  It  is  probable  that  wheat,  our 
principal  food  at  prefent,  did  not 
bring  its  feed  to  perfection  in  this 
climate,  till  hardened  to  it  by  re¬ 
peated  fowings :  a  few  years  ago 
fome  fpring  wheat  from  Guzerat 
was  fown  with  barley,  in  a  well 
cultivated  field  :  it  rofe,  eared,  and 
bloffomed,  with  a  healthy  appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  many  ears  were  when 
ripe  wholly  without  corn,  and  few 
brought  more  than  three  or  four 
grains  to  perfeCton. 


“  In  the  year  1791,  fome  feeds 
of  zizania  aquatica  were  procured 
from  Canada,  and  fown  in  a  pond 
at  Spring  Grove,  near  Hounflow  i 
it  grew,  and  produced  flrong 
plants,  which  ripened  their  feeds  : 
thofe  feeds  vegetated  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fpring  ;  but  the  plants  they 
produced  were  weak,  flender,  not 
half  fo  tall  as  thofe  of  the  firft  ge¬ 
neration,  and  grew  in  the  (hallow¬ 
ed  water  only  ;  the  feeds  of  thefe 
plants  produced  others  the  next 
year  fenfibly  flronger  than  their 
parents  of  the  fecond  year. 

“  In  this  manner  the  plants  pro¬ 
ceeded,  fpringing  up  every  year 
from  the  feeds  of  the  preceding 
pne,  every  year  becoming  vifibly 
ftronger  and  larger,  and  rifing 
from  deeper  parts  of  the  pond,  till 
the  laft  year,  1  804,  when  feveral 
of  the  plants  were  fix  feet  in 
height,  and  the  whole  pond  was  in 
every  part  covered  with  them  as 
thick  as  wheat  grows  on  a  well 
managed  field. 

(t  Here  we  have  an  experiment 
which  proves,  that  an  annual  plant, 
fcarce  able  to  endure  the  ungenial 
fummer  of  England,  has  become, 
in  fourteen  generations,  as  ftrong 
and  as  vigorous  as  our  indigenous 
plants  are,  and  as  perfedl  in  all  its 
parts  as  in  its  native  climate. 

4<  Some  of  our  mod  common 
flowering  (hrubs  have  been  long 
introduced  into  the  gardens  ;  the 
bay-tree  has  been  cultivated  more 
than  two  centuries ;  it  is  men¬ 
tioned  by  Tufler,  in  the  lid  of 
garden  plants  inferted  in  his  book, 
called  500  Points  of  good  Hus¬ 
bandry,  printed  in  1 57  3 . 

‘f  The  laurel  was  introduced  by 
mader  Cole,  a  merchant,  living  at 


*  See  Miller’s  Dictionary,  article  Froft. 


Hampftead, 


#  627 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


Hampflead,  fome  years  before 
1629,  when  Parkinfon  publifhed 
his  Paradifus  Terreftris,  and  at 
that  time  we  had  in  our  gardens, 
oranges,  myrtles  of  three  forts, 
lauriftinus,  eyprefs,  phillyrea,  ala- 
ternus,  arbutus  ;  a  cadtus  brought 
from  Bermudas,  and  the  paflion- 
fiower,  which  laft  had  flowered 
here,  and  Ihowed  a  remarkable 
particularity,  by  riling  from  the 
ground  near  a  month  fooner  if  a 
feedling  plant,  than  if  it  grew 
from  roots  brought  from  Virginia. 

“  All  thefe  were  at  that  time 
rather  tender  plants  ;  mailer  Cole 
call  a  blanket  over  the  top  of  his 
laurel,  in  frolly  weather,  to  pro¬ 
tect  it ;  but  though  nearly  two 
centuries  have  flnce  elapfed,  not 
one  of  them  will  yet  bear  with  cer¬ 
tainty  our  winter  frolls. 

“  Though  fome  of  thefe  fhrubs 
ripen  their  feeds  in  this  climate,  it 
never  has  been,  I  believe,  the 
cuftom  of  gardeners  to  fow  them  ; 
fome  are  propagated  by  fuckers 
and  cuttings,  and  others  by  im¬ 
ported  feeds ;  confequendy  the 
very  identical  laurel  introduced  by 
mailer  Cole,  and  fome  others  of 
the  plants  enumerated  by  Parkin¬ 
fon,  are  now  adlually  growing  in 
our  gardens ;  no  wonder  then,  that 
thefe  original  fhrubs  have  not  be¬ 
come  hardier,  though  probably 
they  would  have  done  fo,  had  they 
palled  through  feveral  generations 
by  being  raifed  from  Britilh  feeds. 

“  Is  it  not  then  worthy  a  trial, 
as  we  find  that  plants  raifed  from 
fuckers  or  cuttings  do  not  grow 
hardier  by  time,  and  as  the  expe¬ 
riment  on  zizania  points  out  the 
road,  to  fow  the  feeds  of  thefe  and 
jfuch  like  tender  fhrubs  as  occafion- 
ally  ripen  them  in  this  climate  ? 
Fourteen  generations,  in  the  cafe 


of  the  zizania,  produced  a  com¬ 
plete  habit  of  fucceeding  in  this 
climate,  but  a  confiderable  im¬ 
provement  in  hardinefs  was  evident 
much  earlier. 

((  In  plants  that  require  fome 
years  to  arrive  at  puberty,  four¬ 
teen  generations  is  more  than  any 
man  can  hope  to  furvive;  but  a 
much  lefs  number  will  in  many 
cafes  be  fufficient,  and  in  all, 
though  a  complete  habit  of  hardi¬ 
hood  is  not  attained,  a  great  pro- 
grefs  may  be  made  towards  it  in  a 
much  lefs  time  ;  even  one  genera¬ 
tion  may  work  a  change  of  no  fmall 
importance  :  if  we  could  make  the 
myrtle  bear  the  climate  of  ivlid- 
dlefex,  as  well  as  it  does  that  of 
Devonfhire,  or  exempt  our  laurel 
hedges  from  the  danger  of  being 
cut  down  by  fevere  frolls,  it  would 
be  an  acquifition  of  no  fmall  con- 
fequence  to  the  plealure  ol  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  as  well  as  to  the  profit  of 
the  gardener. 

(c  Old  as  I  am,  I  certainly  in¬ 
tend  this  year  to  commence  expe¬ 
riments  on  the  myrtle  and  the  lau¬ 
rel  :  I  trull,  therefore,  it  will  not 
be  thought  prefumptuous  in  me  to 
invite  thofe  of  my  brethren  of 
this  moll  ufetul  Society,  who  are 
younger  than  I  am,  and  who  of 
courfe  will  fee  the  eft'eCt  of  more 
generations  than  I  fhall  do,  to  take 
meafures  for  bringing  to  the  teil  of 
experiment  the  theory  I  have  ven¬ 
tured  to  bring  forward,  I  hope 
not  without  fome  profpedl  of  fuc- 
cefs, 

4‘  The  fettlement  lately  made 
at  New  Holland  gives  a  large 
fcope  to  thefe  experiments  :  many 
plants  have  been  brought  from 
thence  which  endure  our  climate 
with  very  little  protection ;  and 
fome  of  thefe  arrive  at  puberty  at 

*  S  s  2  an 
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an  early  period ;  we  have  already 
three  from  the  fouth  point  of  Van 
Diemen's  Ifland,  where  the  cli¬ 
mate  cannot  be  wholly  without 
froft  ;  mimofa  verticillata,  euca¬ 
lyptus  hirfuta,  andobliqua.  The 
ffrft  of  thefe  appears  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  flowers  within  eight  years 
of  its  firft  introdu&ion  ;  but  as  a 
fettlement  is  now  made  very  near 
the  fpot  where  the  feeds  of  thefe 
fhrubs  were  colleded,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  hope  to  receive  further 
fupplies,  and,  among  them,  the 
Wintcrana  aromatica,  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  inhofpitable  ftiore  of 
Terra  del  Fuego,  which  Mr.  Brown 
has  difcovered  on  the  fouth  part  of 
Van  Diemen's  Ifland  alfo. 


On  Family  Wine  making .  By  W, 
Matthews ,  Efq.  from  Papers  of 
the  Bath  and  Weft  of  England 
Society  t  VoL  XI » 

To  the  Committee  of  Superintend¬ 
ance  of  the  Bath  and  Weft  of 
England  Society. 

(S  Gentlemen, 

iC  Having  in  the  loth  volume  of 
the  Society's  papers  been  indulged 
with  the  infertion  of  a  few  remarks 
on  the  utility  of  making  family 
wines  from  feveral  of  our  garden 
fruits ;  I  took  the  liberty  of  pre. 
fenting,  at  a  fubfequent  general 
meeting,  for  its  examination,  a 
fample  of  fuch  wine  made  under 
my  own  notice.  It  will  be  within 
the  recolledion  of  different  gentle¬ 
men,  who  attended  that  meeting, 
that  the  wine  they  tailed  was 
deemed  a  very  good,  pleafant  fla¬ 
voured,  and  ufeful  article.  The 
price  at  which  it  was  made  *  was 


confidered  as  fmall,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  ufes  to  which  the 
wine  may  be  applied,  even  in  gen¬ 
teel  families,  where  economy  is  re¬ 
garded.  But  the  idea  of  making 
fuch  an  article,  in  confiderable 
quantities,  (efpecialiy  in  abundant 
fruit  years)  fo  as  to  have  the  power 
of  furnifliing  fick  and  fickly  poor 
perfons  with  fuch  occafional  re- 
frelhment,  could  not  pafs  unap¬ 
proved.  The  oldeft  wine  of  this 
fort  which  I  now  have  by  me,  is 
yet  too  young  to  give  proof  of 
that  excellence  which  three  or  four 
years  more  will  give  it ;  but  it  is 
now  fo  rich  and  valuable,  that  I 
can  have  no  hefitation  about  pub- 
lilhing  the  recipe,  by  which  it  is 
made,  and  encouraging  any  of  our 
members  fully  to  rely  upon  it  for 
fuccefs.  The  fruits  ufed  were  of 
the  different  forts  mentioned  in  the 
recipe,  excepting  goofeberries,  and 
I  think  nearly  of  equal  quantities,- 
taken  out  of  a  private  garden, 
where  they  would  otherwife  have 
turned  to  very  little  account.  My 
friends  having  fully  convinced  me, 
that  if  I  gave  them  white  wine 
equally  good  with  that  produced, 
they  will  not  call  on  me  for  fo¬ 
reign  white  wine,  of  at  leaft  five 
times  the  price ;  I  have  this  year 
taken  the  advantage  of  a  line  fruit 
feafon,  and  made  feveral  hoglheads. 
If  I  live  to  prefen t  the  fociety 
with  a  tafte  of  it  fome  years  hence, 
1  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  found 
worthy  of  their  commendation. 

“  I  cannot  conclude  without  re¬ 
peating  my  recommendation  to  the 
owners  of  gardens  in  general,  to 
all  farmers  in  eafy  circumftances, 
and  country  gentlemen  efpecialiy, 
to  regard  this  ufeful  pra&ice : — 


and 


*  Thii  will  be  from  2«c  Sd.  to  3s.  per  gallon,  according  to  circuraftaneei. 
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and  that  they  may  do  it  to  the 
greater  advantage,  the  increafed 
cultivation  of  the  black-currant 
plant  feems  eflential :  it  is  eafy  to 
increafe,  greatly  produ&ive,  and 
its  fruit,  in  general,  can  fcarcely 
form  too  large  a  proportion  of  the 
mixture.” 

A  ufeful  Recipe  for  making  Family 
JVine . 

“  Take  black  currants,  red 
ditto,  white  ditto,  ripe  cherries, 
(black  hearts  are  the  bed)  rasp¬ 
berries,  each  an  equal,  or  nearly 
an  equal  quantity  :  if  the  black 
currants  be  the  mod  abundant  fo 
much  the  better. — To  ^.lbs.  of  the 
mixed  fruit  well  bruifed,  put  one 
gallon  of  clear  foft  water  :  deep 
three  days  and  nights,  in  open 
vedels,  frequently  dirring  up  the 
mafs  :  then  drain  through  a  hair 
fieve.  The  remaining  pulp  prefs 
to  drynefs.  Put  both  liquids  to¬ 
gether,  and  to  each  gallon  of  the 
whole  put  three  pounds  of  good, 
rich,  moid  fugar,  of  a  bright  yel- 
lowilh  appearance.  Let  the  whole 
dand  again  three  days  and  nights, 
frequently  dirring  up  as  before, 
after  Ikimming  off  the  top.  Then 
turn  it  into  calks,  and  let  it  remain 
full  and  purging  at  the  bung-hole, 
about  two  weeks.  Ladly,  to  every 
nine  gallons  put  one  quart  of  good 
brandy,  and  bung  it  down.  If  it 
does  not  foon  drop  fine,  a  deeping 
of  ifinglafs  may  be  introduced,  and 
dirred  into  the  liquid,  in  the 
proportion  of  about  half  an  ounce 
to  nine  gallons. 

“  N.  B.  Goofeberries,  efpecially 
the  larged,  rich  flavoured,  may 
be  ufed  in  the  mixture  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  but  it  has  been  found 
the  bed  way  to  prepare  them  fepa- 


rately,  by  more  powerful  bruifing, 
or  pounding,  fo  as  to  form  the 
proper  confidence  in  pulp  ;  and  by 
putting  fix  quarts  of  fruit  to  one 
gallon  of  water,  pouring  on  the 
water  at  twice,  the  fmaller  quan¬ 
tity  at  night,  and  the  larger  the 
next  morning.  This  procefs,  finifli- 
ed  as  alorefaid,  will  make  excel¬ 
lent  wine,  unmixed ;  but  this 
fluid,  added  to  the  former  mixture, 
will  fometimes  improve  the  com¬ 
pound.” 


On  the  XJfe  of  Sea  Mud  as  a  Ma¬ 
nure. 

( From  Holland's  Survey  »f  Chejhire.) 

“  Since  the  report  was  drawn  up, 
fome  additional  and  very  intered- 
ing  remarks,  on  the  ufe  of  fea 
mud  as  a  manure,  have  been  com¬ 
municated  to  me.  They  are  con¬ 
tained  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Orred, 
of  Higher  Runcorn,  who  fays, 
((  After  experiencing,  for  fifty 
years,  the  advantage  of  the  ufe  of 
fea.fludge  as  a  manure,  I  can  po- 
fitively  aflert  that  no  other  is  equal 
to  it,  either  for  corn  or  grafs. 
We  have  what  we  call  the  green, 
fod Jludge ,  and  the  fob.  The  former 
is  the  flrongefl,  and  is  confequently 
always  preferred  when  it  is  to  be 
had.  We  generally  get  four  rood 
to  the  (Chefhire)  acre.  I  have 
frequently  carried  it  near  a  mile, 
when  I  had  good  marl  on  the  fpot ; 
as  it  is  got  with  fo  much  lefs  ex¬ 
pence,  and  anfwers  fo  much  better. 
We  take  one  graft  off  the  lower 
part  of  the  marfli,  never  going 
deeper.  One  man  gets  it  with  the 
{hovel,  whild  another  puts  it  into 
the  cart  with  a  pitch-fork.  We 
always  lay  it  upon  grafs,  and 

plough 
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plough  it  in  the  fpring  following. 
If  the  enfuing  March  is  dry,  and 
there  has  been  much  froft  in  the 
winter,  a  heavy  pair  of  harrows 
will  prepare  it  for  the  plough  ; 
©therwife  it  muft  be  chopped  with 
fpades ;  but  this  is  feldom  necef- 
fary.  We  always  fow  the  land 
with  oats  the  firft  year,  and  have 
generally  140  bufhels  to  the  acre, 
I  mean  the  Chefhire  acre,  eight 
yards  to  the  perch.  After  oats, 
we  either  fow  barley,  or  plant  po¬ 
tatoes.  If  barley,  we  have  an 
average,  100  bufhels  per  acre  :  1 
have  had  160.  If  planted  with  po¬ 
tatoes,  we  have  feldom  lefs  than 
400  bufhels  per  acre,  90  lb  to  the 
bufhel.  The  third  year,  we  have 
always  as  much  wheat  as  can  grow 
upon  the  land.  The  fourth  year, 
the  land  is  laid  down,  either  with 
oats  and  clover,  or  barley  and 
clover.  We  always  mow  the  clover 
©nee,  and  have  as  much  as  can  pof- 
fibly  be  cut  out :  it  is  then  kept  in 
paflurage  four  or  five  years,  and 
though  I  have  been  in  mo  ft  coun¬ 
ties  in  England,  I  never  faw  richer 
or  better.  If  a  field  is  over  marl¬ 
ed,  it  is  fpoiled  for  grafs  •  but  this 
as  never  the  cafe  when  the  fea  mud 
as  ufed,  and  the  lat  ter  remains  much 
longer  in  the  land.  I  make  no 
doubt  but  there  are  many  fituations 
an  England,  where  the  fea  mud 
might  be  made  as  profitable  as  it  is 
here,  where  the  proprietors  of  land 
apprized  of  its  advantages, ” 


Mode  of  fe curing  Corn . 

( From  Vancouver* s  Agricultural 
Survey  of  Devonjhire .) 

A  mode  of  fecuring  the  corn 
prevails  in  fome  parts  of  the  South 


Hams,  and  which,  if  admiffible  m 
this  place,  feems  well  entitled  to 
fome  confideration.  It  is  faid  to 
have  been  borrowed  from  the  Dutch, 
as  it  is  much  ufed  in  Holland,  and 
all  the  low  countries  upon  the 
Rhine  and  Scheld  rivers.  It  is 
alfo  univerfally  adopted  through 
the  eaftern  and  middle  ftates  of 
North  America.  It  confifts  of 
a  light  moveable  roof,  which  is 
raifed  or  let  down  at  pleafure, 
over  the  ft  raddle  upon  which  the 
ftack  is  built.  At  the  diftance  of 
about  four  feet  from  the  corners  of 
the  ftraddle  or  ftack-frame,  are 
funk  four  ftrong  boxes,  well  cram¬ 
med  and  fecured,  and  of  fufticient 
capacity  to  receive  about  three  feet 
of  a  large  pole  or  fpar,  rounded 
from  a  fquare  of  fix  inches,  a  little 
tapering  towards  the  top,  and  30 
feet  long  :  on  the  upper  end  of  this 
fpar  is  fixed  a  ftout  ring,  or  verreil, 
from  which  is  projected  a  ftrong 
iron  book  ;  the  four  poles,  thus 
fitted  up,  are  placed  in  the  boxes  at 
the  corners  of  the  ftraddle.  A  two- 
fheaf  tackle  is  hitched  on  the  hooks 
at  the  top  of  the  poles,  and  a  one- 
fheaf  tackle  to  each  corner  of  the 
roof,  refting  upon  the  ftraddle,  and 
prefen  ting  at  each  corner  a  portable 
hoop,  or  collar  to  enclofe  the  poles* 
and  which  it  traverfes  up  and  down, 
keeping  all  firm,  Heady,  and  com¬ 
pact  together.  Thefe  four  tackles 
are  manned  with  as  many  perfons 
as  may  be  necelfary  to  raife  or  lower 
the  roof,  and  thus  every  fheaf 
brought  home  is  more  immediately 
fecured  from  future  damage,  than 
were  they  otherwife  placed  under 
cover,  and  flowed  away  in  a  barn. 
This  contrivance  is  called  a  hay- 
barrack,  in  Pennfylvania,  where 
they  are  equally  ufed  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  hay  as  well  as  of  corn. 

In 
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In  a  climate  frequently  fubjeft  to 
fudden  and  violent  thunder. {bowers 
during  hay-time  and  harveh,  they 
are  found  particularly  ufeful.  One 
fee  of  poles  and  tackles  will  be 
amply  fuffleient  for  any  one  edab- 
lilhment.  The  dimenfions  of  the 
draddles  may  be  from  20  to  30  feet 
in  length,  and  from  12  to  20  feet 
in  breadth.  In  forming  the  roof 
upon  any  given  dimenfions  of  bafe, 
care  mull;  be  taken  to  allow  for  a 
projection  of  two  and  a  half,  or 
three  feet,  in  the  walls  of  the  Hack, 
from  its  bottom  to  the  eaves,  and 
which  the  moveable  roof  muft  be 
made  fufficiently  large  to  enclofe 
and  cover. 


Method  of  procuring  Ye  aft  from 
Potatoes . 

( From  a  General  Vienv  of  the  Agri¬ 
culture  of  the  County  of  Suffix. 
By  the  Rev,  Arthur  Young.) 

Three  pound  of  potatoes  put 
into  three  pints  of  water,  boiled 
till  it  becomes  a  mafh,  then  taken 
off  the  fire,  and  the  liquor  and  po¬ 
tatoes  drained  through  a  cullender  : 
one  pint,  or  rather  more,  of  milk 
is  then  mixed  with  it,  and  left  to 
ferment,  and  this  quantity  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  bufhel  of  flour. 


Method  of  Prfterving  Potatoes, 

( From  the  fame. J 

In  the  fevere  winter  of  1788- 
9,  General  Murray,  who  was  one 
of  the  greated  cultivators  of  pota¬ 
toes  in  the  county,  preferved  all  his 
crop  during  that  winter  in  the  ut- 
jnod  fafety  and  fecurity,  notwith- 


ftanding  the  intenfity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther;  and  hardly  had  a  rotten  po- 
tatoe  in  a  hundred  bufhels. 

When  this  circumftanee  is  well 
confidered,  in  the  pinch  of  fuch  a 
feafon  as  that  was,  every  one  will 
agree,  that  the  vaft  experiment 
made  by  General  Murray  in  the 
introduction  of  this  root,  as  a  win¬ 
ter  and  fpring  food  for  fheep,  was 
truly  important. 

His  magazines  for  prefer ving 
the  potatoes,  are  holes  cut  in  the 
fide  of  a  hill,  five  or  fix  yards  wide, 
ten  feet  deep,  and  of  an  indetermi¬ 
nate  length.  The  carts  from  the 
field  unload  at  the  top,  {hooting 
them  at  once  into  the  hole,  and 
they  are  taken  out  at  that  end  at 
bottom,  which  opens  to  the  dope  of 
the  hill,  where  a  wall  is  built  to  it, 
with  a  door,  See.  When  full,  a 
flack  of  flubble  or  draw  is  built 
over  the  whole,  wide  and  large 
enough  for  fecurity  againft  all  frofts. 
In  this  method,  it  feems,  the  larged: 
quantities  may  be  kept  together  ; 
for  no  earth  or  other  means  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  effluvia  of  the  roots  being 
ufed,  it  rifes  through  the  dubble, 
and  does  not  occadon  their  rotting 
from  heat  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
dubble  is  thick  enough  to  exclude 
frod. 


On  rafting  Potatoes  from  Shoots , 

C Prom  the  fame.) 

A  variety  -of  experiments  re¬ 
ceding  the  culture  and  growth  of 
this  valuable  plant,  have  been  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
but  more  efpecially  by  raidng  them 
from  {hoots.  The  following  are 
well  worthy  of  attention  : 

May  12,  1795.  A  potatoe 

weighing 
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weighing  6J  oz.  was  put  into  a  pot 
full  of  earth,  and  plunged  into  a  hot¬ 
bed. — May  22,  6  (hoots  were  taken 
from  it,  and  the  potatoe  was  replaced 
in  the  hot-bed, —June  9,  14  (hoots 
were  taken  from  it,  and  planted. 
The  potatoe  was  then  weighed,  and 
found  to  have  increafed  in  weight 
2f  oz.  weighing  9I  oz.  The 
potatoe  was  immediately  replaced 
in  the  pot,  but  was  not  put  into 
the  hot-bed.— -July  3,  twenty-five 
(hoots  were  taken  from  it,  and  it 
was  placed  in  the  pot,  and  removed 
to  a  hot-houfe.-— July  13,  fourteen 
(hoots  were  taken,  and  the  potatoe 
returned  to  the  pot,  and  replaced  in 
the  hot-houfe.— July  23,  it  pro¬ 
duced  twenty-fix  (hoots.  The  po¬ 
tatoe  now  weighed  90Z.  and  was 
quite  firm,  and  not  in  the  lead  de¬ 
gree  (hri veiled.  Many  more  (hoots 
might  probably  have  been  taken 
from  it,  but  it  was  boiled,  and 
found  to  be  a  very  good  eatable 
potatoe,  although  it  required  much 
time  in  boiling  :  in  this  procefs 
it  loft  an  ounce.  The  (hoots  were 
planted,  95  in  number,  all  from  one 
potatoe,  and  were  thriving  and 
itrong  plants,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  dates  of  planting.  The  ex¬ 
periment  was  begun  much  too  late 
in  the  feafon  ;  but  it  was  only  fug- 
gefted  'at  that  time,  by  fome  ap¬ 
pearances  which  were  obferved  in 
fome  potatoes  from  which  the  (hoots 
had  been  taken.  Three  potatoe 
plants  from  thefe  (hoots  were  un¬ 
covered  during  their  growth,  and 
appeared  full  of  young  potatoes ; 
at  lead  twenty  were  counted  to 
each  plant,  and  they  were  only 
partially  uncovered,  and  the  earth 
immediately  returned. 

Planting  with  (hoots  appears 
to  be  as  produftive,  and  more  fo, 
than  is  the  cafe  with  eyes*  In 


another  experiment  of  his  Lord- 
fhip*s,  1 40  yards  were  planted  with 
(hoots  ;  thefe  produced  at  the  rate 
of  377  hufhels  per  acre  :  1  80  yards 
were  planted  with  cuttings ;  yet 
the  former  produced  one  bufhel 
more  than  the  latter  :  the  whole 
yielded  21  bulhels  :  they  were 
planted  in  June,  and  taken  up  in 
O&ober.  The  early  kidney,  if 
planted  in  June,  comes  to  perfection 
in  October.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
method  of  breaking  off  the  (hoots 
from  the  potatoes,  there  is  no  reafen 
to  be  apprehend  ve  how  they  are 
taken  off;  and  if  the  (hoots,  after 
they  arefeparated  from  the  potatoe, 
are  put  into  a  ba(ket,  and  have  a 
little  earth  thrown  over  them,  they 
will  keep  in  this  date,  if  not  imme¬ 
diately  wanted,  for  months.  The 
kidney,  after  its  fecond  cropping, 
decreafes  in  the  number  of  its 
(hoots.  No  fort  equals  the  red 
cluder.  The  early  kidney  comes 
up  before  any  other  ;  the  cluder  is 
next,  and  the  ox-noble  lad.  The 
cluder  throws  out  more  (hoots  than 
any  other ;  up  to  thirty  at  a  time. 

i(  Part  of  another  held  was 
planted  with  (hoots,  and  without 
manure  ;  yet  thefe  latter  turned  out 
a  greater  crop  than  any  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  trenched,  mucked.  & c.  Some 
of  the  (hoots  were  planted  early  in 
March:  a  fortnight's  fevere  frod 
afterwards  affedled  them  :  the  con- 
fequence  was,  that  the  frod  cut 
them  off ;  yet  they  again  recover¬ 
ed,  and  were  equally  good  as  the 
others*  All  the  dowers  of  thefe 
potatoes,  for  experiment,  were 
broken  off ;  if  the  leaves  and  tops 
are  taken  off,  the  root  is  materially 
injured ;  for  the  dalks  of  feveral 
were  cut  clofe  to  the  ground  :  the 
earth  was  afterwards  uncovered, 
and  not  a  fingle  potatoe  was  to  be 

found. 
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found,  which  appears  to  be  a  proof 
of  the  bad  effect  of  cutting  the  tops, 
which  fome  people  fo  zealoufly 
contend  for.  The  (hoots  are  plant¬ 
ed  promifcuoufiy  from  one  to  fix  or 
feven  inches  long  :  till  the  third 
or  fourth  month  after  planting,  the 
(hoots  have  but  a  (mall  apple,  not 
above  the  fize  of  the  end  of  a  per- 
fon’s  finger  ;  but  afterwards  they 
wonderfully  increafe  their  fize  : 
hence  it  follows,  that  the  eyes  hav- 
ing  a  greater  and  more  fubftantial 
root  to  fupport  the  vegetative 
power  of  the  plant,  comes  eafier  to 
perfection  ;  and  that  the  fhoot, 
though  ftationary  at  fird,  will  in 
the  end  more  than  equal  the  other 
in  produce  ;  and  if  we  add  the  hav¬ 
ing  of  feed,  the  advantages  will  be 
dill  more  confiderable. 


On  Oiling  Hay -ricks. 

( From  the  fame.) 

,  <»  ■ 

The  following  fingular  and  in¬ 
tending  method  of  applying  lirifeed 
oil  on  hay-ricks  intended  for  fat¬ 
tening  beads,  merits  the  attention 
of  the  curious.  It  was  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Earl  of  Egrernont : 

“  Sir, 

et  I  received  your  letter  in  re¬ 
gard  to  oiling  hay.  1  made  a 
pia&ice  of  it  about  three  years  ; 
but  always  chofe  to  do  it  when 
the  weather  is  fine,  and  can  get  it 
up  without  taking  much  rain.  My 
method  is,  when  dacking  the  hay, 
to  take  a  water  pot,  and  fprinkle 
over  every  layer  very  lightly  a 
quart  of  linfeed  oil  to  a  ton  of  hay. 
I  find  that  the  hay  comes  out  of 
the  rick  very  moid  and  very 


clammy  :  fatting  beads  and  fatting 
(heep  are  very  fond  of  it,  and 
thrive  upon  it  very  fad.  I  think 
it  not  proper  to  give  it  to  horfes, 
or  milch  cows,  as  I  think  it  too 
hot.  I  wifh  it  not  to  be  reported 
in  my  name,  as  1  did  it  for  my  own 
fecurity. 


Suggejlions  relative  to  making  Butter . 

By  Mr.  Tray  ton. 

( From  the  fame.) 

I  am  inclined  to  think  thi* 
ufeful  aliment  of  butter  differs 
greatly  in  its  quality  and  its  dura¬ 
bility,  in  the  ordinary  procefs  of 
making  up.  The  error  I  would 
point  cut  is,  the  admiflion  of  water 
(warm  or  cold)  both  into  the  churn, 
and  in  the  beating  and  making  up. 
Water  is  well  known  to  be  a  great 
diffolvent ;  at  lead,  if  it  be  not 
effentially  fo,  it  ferves  in  veficuli , 
as  a  conductor  to  air,  which  is  uni- 
verfally  fuch.  Frelh  butter  then, 
in  confequence  of  imbibing  water, 
and  water  being  faturated  with 
air,  is  always  in  a  progreffive  date 
of  decay.  Not  fo  when  water 
is  excluded  :  its  oleaginous  parts 
are  admirably  calculated  to  fecure 
it  from  putrefa&ion  ;  and  I  am  a  1- 
mod  pofitive,  that  butter  might  be 
made  with  as  little  trouble  as  by 
the  prefen t  method,  to  keep  the 
whole  year  frefh  and  fweet,  without 
the  lead  particle  of  (alt,  folely  by 
the  exclufion  of  water.  I  was  wit- 
nefs  fome  years  ago  to  a  piece  of 
butter  being  taken  out  of  the  churn 
in  very  warm  weather :  there  might 
have  been  water  put  in  previous  to 
the  churning,  and  I  believe  there 
was,  but  it  had  none  afterwards : 

a  part 
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a  part  of  this  butter  was  ufed  for 
making  ointment,  the  remainder 
was  fet  by  and  forgot  ;  a  fortnight 
-afterwards,  it  was  difcovered  to  be 
as  frefh  and  fweet  as  ever,  though 
it  had  never  been  fa  1, ted.  I  have 
always  heard  it  fpoken  of  a  notable 
old  houfewife,  famous  for  good 
butter,  that  fhe  always  kept  the 
floor  of  her  dairy  dry.  The  cuftom 
is  exactly  the  reverfe  at  prefent  in 
thofe  parts,  many  pailfulls  being 
thrown  down  in  the  hot  weather, 
which  will  affuredly  rife  again  in 
fleam,  and  affedt  the  milk  with  its 
humidity.  I  propofe  the  following 
obfervations  in  the  treatment  of 
the  dairy  concerns :  A  fpacious 
room  with  a  north  afpecl ;  wide 
airy  lattices,  with  trees  planted 
before  at  a  convenient  diftance,  of  a 
kind  that  yield  no  effluvia.  Trees 
thus  fituated  will  draw  a  current, 
and  ventilate  the  air  ;  the  floor. 
Hone  or  brick,  wafned  clean,  on 
the  removal  of  each  fucceffive  mefs 
of  milk,  and  kept  perfectly  clean 
and  fanded,  which  will  abforb  all 
humidity.  The  veffels  ufed  for 
holding  the  milk,  to  be  walked 
clean,  and  afterwards  rinced  a  lirll 
and  fecond  time  with  fweet  milk  ; 
the  churn  ferved  in  the  like  man¬ 
ner,  and  all  the  dairy  implements. 
A  cruet  wafhed  ever  fo  clean  with 
water,  will  caufe  vinegar,  if  put 
into  it,  to  become  dreggy,  but 
when  rinced  with  a  little  of  the 
fame,  will  always  appear  limpid 
and  clear.  No  water  put  in  with 
the  cream  when  it  is  churned.  As 
the  butter  is  taken  out,  put  it  into 
a  tray  full  of  holes,  placed  over  any 
other  velfel  ;  avoid  fqucezing  it 
into  lumps  ;  it  will  drain  the  better 
for  being  loofe  in  its  texture  ;  re. 
move  it  to  a  large  tray  without 


holes ;  recover  all  the  crumbs  that 
have  run  through  the  drainer; 
knead  it  well  with  your  hands, 
previoufiy  rinced  with  the  whey,, 
and  form  it  into  a  flat  cake,  the 
thinner  the  better  ;  fprinkle  fait 
over  it,  and  leave  it  in  that  Hate 
half  an  hour,  by  which  tirrve  the 
fait  will  extradi  all  the  whey  : 
make  it  up  the  ufual  way,  but  ufe 
not  one  drop  of  water  in  the  whole 


On  dcjlr eying  Infcdls  injurious  to 
Cultivation. 

prom  the  Philo/ophical  Magazine  c 

To  Mr.  Til  loch . 

Dear  Sir, 

Among  all  the  cafualties  to  which 
vegetable  life  is  expofed,  nothing 
feerns  fp  deflrudlive  or  difficult  to 
be  obviated,  as  the  efFedfs  of  pre¬ 
datory  infedis.  There  is  probably 
an  infinite  variety  of  vermin,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  green-houfes,  Hoves, 
and  fimilar  contrivances  to  force 
vegetation,  which,  in  the  drape  of 
Hies,  caterpillars,  worms  or  grubs, 
are  confi antiy  blafting  the  hopes  of 
the  cultivator.  I  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  it  has  been  clearly  afeertain- 
ed,  that  the  raoft  prevailing  and 
obnoxious  of  all  thefe  enemies  is 
the  plant-loufe,  the  aphis  of  Lin. 
nasus  ;  a  genus  perhaps  the  molt 
numerous  of  the  whole  fyfiem,  for 
every  kind  of  vegetable  has,  it  is 
faid,  a  fpecies  of  this  infedi,  to 
whofe  ravages  it  ispeculiarly  liable: 
and  another  circumfiance  tends  ma¬ 
terially  to  confirm  the  mil'chief, 
when  it  has  once  begun,  for,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  general  opinion  of  na- 
turalids,  thefe  pernicious  animals 

multiply 
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multiply  with  aftoniihing  rapidity 
and  certainty,  wherever  they  in¬ 
trude  ;  and  from  their  ftrudure, 
and  general  ceconomy,  they  are 
amply  provided  for  fpreading  de- 
ftrudion. 

It  mu(f  give  great  fatisfadion  to 
thole  who  pradice  or  patronize 
horticulture,  to  be  informed  of  a 
very  fimple  cure,  which  has  proved 
invariably  fuccefsful,  and  is  neither 
coltly  nor  difficult  to  be  obtained — 
it  is  the  mere  application  of fulphur , 
but  not  burned  by  way  of  fumiga¬ 
tion  or  fmoke.  The  precife  method 
of  ufing  it  has  not  yet  been  detailed 
to  me  ;  when  it  is,  you  may  exped 
to  receive  all  necelfary  inftrudions : 
in  the  mean  time  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  the  fublimed  fulphur,  the  flares 
fulphuris ,  not  the  crude  brimftone 
in  powder,  is  what  has  been  em¬ 
ployed. 

Having  received  my  information 
from  the  moll  refpedable  fource, 
it  becomes  me  to  difclaim  all  pre- 
tenlion  to  the  difcovery,  I  fhall, 
therefore,  add,  that  it  was  in  the 
extenfive  and  highly  cultivated 
gardens  of  the  Hon.  Baron  Hep¬ 
burn,  in  Eaft  Lothian,  where  the 
fir  ft  experiments  were  made  ;  and, 
1  underftand,  both  there  and  in 
other  gardens,  the  pradice  has  been 
conftantly  attended  with  fuccefs. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

Jas.  Hume. 

Long  Acre , 

J an.  22,  1808. 


Sir, 

Having  been  favoured  with  fome 
additional  information  refpeding 
the  efficacy  of  fulphur ,  and  the 
proper  way  of  applying  it  to  vege¬ 


tables,  I  now  fulfil  the  conditi¬ 
onal  promife  I  made  in  my  Jaft 
letter.  The  method  is  truly  fim¬ 
ple  ;  for  nothing  more  is  required 
than  to  fprinkle  fublimed  fulphur, 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  flower 
of  brimftone,  over  the  leaves  of  the 
tree  or  plant,  wherever  the  efFeds 
of  worms  or  infeds  prevail,  or  may 
be  expended  to  come.  This  may 
be  fo  eafily  accomplished,  that  it 
feems  fuperfluous  to  point  out  any 
particular  plan  or  apparatus.  The 
fulphur  may  be  tied  up  in  a  piece 
of  muflin  or  linen,  and  with  this 
the  leaves  and  young  fhoots  fhould 
be  dufted  ;  or  it  may  be  thrown  on 
by  means  of  a  common  fwandown 
puff,  or  even  a  dredging-box* 
However,  if  this  pradice  become 
general,  no  doubt  fome  convenient 
inftrumenf,  probably  a  pair  of  bel¬ 
lows,  conftruded  on  purpofe,  will 
be  contrived,  fo  as  to  prevent  un- 
neceftary  lofs  of  the  fulphur. 

By  the  fame  friendly  communi¬ 
cation  I  have  received  frefh  aflur- 
ances,  not  only  of  the  powerful  influ¬ 
ence  of  fulphur  as  a  vermifuge  againft 
the  whole  tribe  of  worms  and  other 
infeds,  which  infeft,  and  prey  up¬ 
on,  vegetables  ;  but  I  alfo  find, 
that  in  other  refpeds  this  fubftance 
is  even  congenial  to  the  health  of 
thofe  trees  and  plants  on  which  it 
is  fprinkled — that  peach-trees  in 
particular  were  remarkably  im¬ 
proved  by  the  fulphur  ;  they  abforb- 
ed  it,  and  it  may  be  fa  id,  were  even 
fond  of  it  ;  for  it  was  evidently 
abforbed,  and  muft  have  entered 
into  the  vegetable  fyftem.  It  was 
likcwife  noticed,  that  the  verdure 
and  other  healthful  appearances 
were  perceptibly  increafed  ;  for  the 
quantity  of  new  (hoots  and  leaves 
formed  fubfequently  to  the  opera¬ 
tion. 
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don,  and  having  no  fulphur  on  their 
fur  faces,  ferved  as  a  kind  of  com¬ 
parative  index,  and  pointed  out 
diltindtly  the  accumulation  of 
health. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that,  independently  oi  its 
deleterious  effects  on  the  vermin, 
the  queftion  refpedting  the  fana- 
live  powers  of  fuch  an  irffoluble 


fubftance  as  fulphur,  feems  to  be  one 
of  the  utmoil  importance ;  and  I 
fhould  think,  muft  be  highly  inte- 
reiting  to  the  phyfiologift,  and,  in« 
deed,  to  all  men  of  fcience. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

]as.  Hume. 

Long  Acre , 

Feb ,  24,  1 80S. 
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Obfervations  on  Gothic  Architecture . 

(From  Ly fan’s  Account  of  Cambridge - 
fhire ,  in  the  Magna  Britannia , 

Vol.  II,  Part  I  ,J 

HE  next  examples  of  an¬ 
cient  church  architecture, 
which  we  fhall  produce,  are  fome 
of  the  earlieft  of  that  ftyle  generally 
known  throughout  Europe  by  the 
name  of  Gothic .  A  great  variety 
of  conjectures  have  been  made  by 
ingenious  men,  refpeCting  the  origin 
of  this  kind  of  architecture  ;  the 
belt  opinion  feems  to  be,  that  one 
of  its  moft  prominent  features,  the 
pointed  arch,  arofe  from  the  inter¬ 
action  of  two  circular  ones,  wh'ch 
fo  frequently  occurs  in  churches, 
ereCted  in  the  twelfth  century ,  in 
different  parts  of  Europe*  ;  towards 
the  clofeof  that  century,  the  point¬ 
ed  arch  appears  to  have  been  much 
ufed  in  Italy,  but  it  was  foon  aban¬ 
doned  on  the  revival  of  the  Grecian 
architecture.  In  Fngland,  France, 
Germany,  and  Spain,  the  Gothic 
architecture  continued  much  longer, 
and  was  no  where  more  generally 
ufed,  nor  perhaps  exhibited  fo  great 


a  variety  of  ornaments  or  fuch  juft 
proportions  as  in  this  country, 
though  in  point  of  magnitude  and 
fplendid  decoration,  our  cathedrals 
mu  ft  be  allowed  to  be  inferior  to 
feveral  of  the  fame  kind  on  the 
continent! . 

“  Since  Cambridgdhire  affords 
fuch  a  feries  of  the  different  ftyles 
of  this  light  and  elegant  kind  of 
architecture,  fo  peculiarly  appro- 
priate  to  religious  edifices,  we  pro- 
pofe  in  the  annexed  plates  to  ex¬ 
hibit  fpecimens  of  them,  taken 
chiefly  from  Ely  cathedral  and 
king's  college  chapel  ;  and  have 
claffed  them  in  centuries,  conceiv¬ 
ing  that  to  be  the  moft  convenient, 
and  belt  mode  of  arrangement ;  for 
though  it  may  happen  that  the  ftyle 
of  one  century  fhould  fometimes 
run  into  ihe  next,  yet  there  has 
been  always  one  mode  fufficiently 
prevalent  in  each,  to  be  confidered 
as  appropriate  to  that  century. 

“  One  of  the  moft  ancient  build¬ 
ings  in  this  county,  in  which  the 
pointed  arch  makes  its  appearance, 
is  the  great  tower  at  the  weft  end 
of  Ely  cathedral,  and  the  fouth 


*  It  is  to  be  feen  in  the  weft  front  of  two  very  ancient  churches  at  Palermo  an4 
Placentia,  ereCted  in  the  early  part  of  the  twelfth  cenlur}'. 

t  A?  thofe  of  Strsdburg,  Amiens,  Rlieirus,  Milan,  Burgos,  and  Toledo. 

tranfept 
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tranfept  adjoining ;  which  were 
eredfted  by  bifnop  Ridel  between 
I  r y 4.  and  1189*.  This,  part  of 
the  cathedral  retains  fome  traces  of 
the  Saxon  architecture,  efpecially 
in  a  door  way  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  tranfept,  richly  ornamented 
with  chevron  mouldings  ;  yet,  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  it  may  be  confidered 
as  an  early  fpecimen  of  the  Gothic; 
it  is  covered  with  a  profufion  of 
arches  and  fmail  pillars  both  with- 
infide  and  without ;  fornc  of  the 
arches  are  round,  fome  with  trefoil 
heads,  and  many  of  them  pointed  ; 
a  great  part  of  the  infide  of  the 
tower  which  was  intended  to  he 
feen  from  below,  isfurrounded  with 
feveral  tiers  of  arches  with  de¬ 
tached  pillars  ;  producing  a  very 
rich  effect. 

XI 1 1th  Century.  In  the  begin- 

J  O 

sdngofthe  i3thcentury  theGothic 
architecture  appears  to  have  been 
completely  eftablifhed.  In  this  early 
ftyle  the  arches  differed  very  much, 
but  were  ufuaily  fharply  pointed  ; 
the  windows  were  long  and  nar¬ 
row  (Iancet-ihaped  and  frequently 
decorated  on  the  infide,  and  fome- 
times  on  the  ourfide  alfo,  with 
(lender  lhafts,  frequently  with 
fafcicv  round  them,  and  the  capi¬ 
tals  enriched  with  foliage.  There 
were  often  thiee,  and  fornetimes 
mere  windows  under  one  arch, 
with  trefoils  or  quatrefoils  be¬ 
tween  their  tops :  fome  of  the 
tvindows  confided  of  two  lights, 
divided  by  a  pillar  or  mullion. 


with  a  quatrefoil  between  them* 
The  columns  were  frequently  fur- 
rounded  by  flender  marble  pillars, 
detached  from  them  in  the  fhaft, 
and  uniting  with  them  in  the  bafes, 
and  in  the  capitals,  which  were 
often  very  richly  ornamented  with 
foliage.  The  vaultings  were 
ufuaily  high  pitched,  the  crofs 
fpringers  had  plain  mouldings,  and 
were  enriched  at  their  interfediion, 
with  orbs,  foliage,  and  other  fculp- 
tured  devices  f.  The  general 
charafteriftic  of  this  flyle  is  fimpli- 
city,  but  when  ornaments  are  in¬ 
troduced,  they  were  ufuaily  ele¬ 
gant,  and  well  executed ;  efpe¬ 
cially  the  foliated  capitals  of  pil¬ 
lars,  and  the  fcrolls  of  foliage  with 
which  the  fpandrils  of  arches  were 
fornetimes  filled.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  this  century,  the  pil¬ 
lars  became  more  folid,  the  lights 
of  the  windows  were  enlarged, 
and  the  flender  detached  ihafts  in  a 
great  meafure  laid  aftde. 


The  gallilee  or  veftibule  at  the 
weft  end  of  Ely  cathedral,  begun 
by  bifhop  Euftachius  about  the 
year  1200,  and  the  prefbytery  of 
the  fame  building,  now  ufed  as  the 
choir,  begun  by  bifhop  Northwold 
in  1235,  and  finifhed  in  1232,  af¬ 
ford  very  fatisfablory  examples  of 
this  ftyle  ;  fince  they  exhibit  fpe- 
cimens  of  mod;  of  the  varieties 
which  occur  in  it.  The  chancels 
of  Foxton,  Kennet,  and  Charry- 
Hinton  churches,  and  of  Barnwell 
chapel,  are  in  the  ftyle  of  this 


*  The  upper  ftory  of  the  tower,  an  o£tagonal  building,  was  added  about  1300. 
Bentliam’s  Ely,  p.  286.  The  tower  was  anciently  flanked  on  the  north  fide  with  a 
tranfept  fimilar  to  that  of  the  l'outh ;  but  the  northern  part  falling,  or  being  taken 
down,  another  building  was  begun  on  a  more  contrasted  plan,  and  a  different  defigu, 
and  carried  up  only  about  12  or  14  feet.  Ibid.  p.  283. 

t  For  thefe  and  many,  oilier  excellent  obl'ervations  refpe6ting  Gothic  architecture, 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  Mr.  Bentbaiii’s  excellent  dillerUtion,  prefixed  to  his 
Hiftory  of  Ely  Cathedral. 
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Century,  all  with  lancet-fhaped 
windows,  mod:  of  which  have 
(lender  detached  fhafts  between 
them.  On  one  fide  of  the  chancel 
of  Charry- Hinton,  is  a  range  of 
the  kind  of  windows  above  men¬ 
tioned.  Some  parts  ot  Haddenltam 
and  Laverington  churches,  may 
alfo  be  clafled  with  the  buildings 
of  this  century.  The  tower  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  former,  has  a  door 
and  three  circular  windows,  en¬ 
riched  with  feveral  mouldings,  one 
of  them  ornamented  with  rofe- 
buds.  Laverington  church  has  a 
handfome  tower  withafpire  at  the 
weft  end,  which  feems  to  be  of  this 
age.  Jefus  College  chapel  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  formerly  the  church  of  a 
convent  of  Benedidtine  nuns,  is  a 
fine  example  of  the  early  Gothic 
ftyle  ;  it  is  built  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs,  with  a  tower  in  the  middle, 
refting  on  four  pointed  arches,  one 
of  the  mouldings  is  enriched  with 
(lowers;  on  each  fide  of  the  chan¬ 
cel  are  lancet-fhaped  windows  with 
(lender  (hafts.  The  infide  of  the 
tower  is  furrounded  with  very  ele¬ 
gant  pointed  arches  enriched  w’th 
various  mouldings  formerly  feen 
from  below,  but  now  hid  by  a 
ceiling  :  in  the  north  wall  of  the 
north  tranfept  is  a  gallery  with 
Saxon  arches. 

XIVth  Century.  The  Gothic 
archite&ure  of  the  fourteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  differed  confiderably  from 
that  of  the  preceding  one  ;  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  vaulting  and  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  windows  ;  the  vaulting 
became  more  decorated  and  divid¬ 
ed  into  various  angular  compart¬ 
ments,  forming  a  fort  of  tracery, 
ornamented  at  the  interfedlions 
with  foliated  orbs,  carved  heads, 
and  other  embofled  work.  The 
columns  were  cluftered,  frequently 


with  rich  foliated  capitals  ;  the 
windows  were  greatly  enlarged 
and  divided  into  feveral  lights  by 
(tone  mul’ions,  ramified  into  vari¬ 
ous  forms,  in  the  upper  part ;  more 
particularly  the  great  eaftern  and 
weftern  windows,  which  frequent¬ 
ly  occupied  nearly  the  whole  width 
of  the  nave  or  choir,  and  were  car¬ 
ried  up  almoft  as  high  as  the  vault¬ 
ing.  The  arches  of  door  ways  mo¬ 
numents,  &c.  were  often  very  rich¬ 
ly  ornamented  on  the  fides  with 
foliage,  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  crochets  ;  and  the  pinna¬ 
cles  were  ufually  enriched  in  the 
fame  manner.  In  the  early  part  of 
this  century  the  arches  were  alfo 
frequently  ornamented  with  rows 
of  rofe  buds,  in  the  hollow  mould¬ 
ings.  In  this  century  alfo  pre¬ 
vailed  that  Angular  arch,  formed 
of  four  fegments  of  circles  con- 
trafted,  like  an  ogee  moulding. 
Buttrefies,  terminating  in  pinna¬ 
cles,  and  fometimes  ornamented 
with  tracery,  were  much  ufed  in 
door  ways,  tombs,  pifcinas,  &c„ 
where  (lender  pillars  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  the 
preceding  century. 

The  three  firft  arches  eaft  of  the 
lantern,  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Ely,  begun  in  the  latter  part  of 
Edward  the  Second's  reign,  A.  D. 
1322,  exhibit  elegant  fpecimens  of 
the  pillars,  vaulting,  and  windows 
of  this  century.  Of  the  fame  age 
is  that  elegant  ftrudure,  of  an  oc¬ 
tagonal  form,  fupported  by  eight 
pillars,  covered  with  a  dome,  and 
crowned  with  a  fpacious  lantern, 
forming  the  center  of  Ely  cathedral, 
which  was  begun  in  the  year  i  322, 
when  the  old  tower  fell  down,  the 
ftone  work  was  completed  in  (ix 
years,  and  the  wood  work  of  the 
dome  in  fourteen  more,  anno  1342, 

at 
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at  the  expenfe  of  more  than  2400/. 
under  the  care  of  Alan  de  Walfing- 
ham,  fub-prior  of  the  convent,  and 
facrift  of  the  church,  a  man  Ikilful 
in  archi tenure,  and  a  good  me¬ 
chanic.  St.  Mary’s  chapel  (now 
Trinity  parilh  church)  at  Ely,  ad¬ 
joining  the  north  tranfept,  was 
built  about  the  fame  time,  and  is 
another  proof  of  the  architectural 
abilities  of  Alan  de  Walfingham,  by 
whom  it  wasdefigned.  The  form 
of  this  chapel,  generally  deemed 
one  of  the  moft  perfect  ftru&ures  of 
that  age,  is  an  oblong  fquare  ;  it 
has  no  pillars  nor  fide  aifleS,  but  is 
fupported  by  ftrong  buttrefles,  and 
was  decorated  on  the  outfide  with 
ftatues  over  the  eaft  and  weft  win¬ 
dows.  Round  this  chapel  is  a 
range  of  (tone  feats,  with  canopies 
highly  enriched  with  pinnacles, 
crochets,  &c»  ;  the  fpandrils  are 
covered  with  a  profufion  of  orna¬ 
ments,  admirably  well  executed  ; 
over  the  canopies  were  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  fubje&s  from  fcripture, 
carved  for  the  molt  part  in  very 
bold  relief :  hardly  a  fingle  figure 
of  thefe  now  remains  entire,  the 
w'hole  having  been  mutilated  either 
by  the  reformers  or  the  puritans. 
There  is  alfo  a  very  elegant  little 
chapel,  adjoining  the  deanery  at 
Ely,  now  a  dwelling  houfe,  which 
was  the  prior's  chapel,  and  built  in 
the  time  of  John  de  Cranden,  who 
was  prior  in  1321  *,  under  the  di¬ 
rection,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  of  Alan 
de  Walfingham  before  mentioned  : 
the  ftyle  of  its  decorations  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  buildings  known 
to  have  been  executed  bv  him. 

9 

The  floor  of  this  chapel  is  compofed 
of  tiles  ornamented  with  a  rich 

*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  this 
Arckseol,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  105. 


mofaic  defign.  Specimens  of  the 
archite&ure  of  this  century  are 
very  frequent  +  in  the  parifh 
churches  of  Cambridgefhire  ;  thofe 
of  Grantchefter,  Trumpington, 
Balfham,  and  Sutton,  are  amongft 
the  mofi:  remarkable.  The  chancel 
of  Grantchefter  is  fingularly  light 
and  elegant,  the  windows  being 
large  and  uniform,  with  taberna« 
cles  between  them.  Trumpington 
church  is  a  remarkably  handfome 
uniform  building  of  this  ftyle, 
with  a  lofty  nave,  fide  aides  and 
tranfepts ;  the  chancel,  from  the 
form  of  the  windows,  feems  fome- 
what  older  than  the  church.  Bal¬ 
fham  church,  a  large  and  handfome 
ftru&ure,  was  built  by  John  de 
Sleford,  who  was  mafter  of  the 
wardrobe  to  king  Edward  III.  he 
died  in  1400,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
chancel.  Sutton  church  is  a  large 
lofty  building,  having  a  nave  and 
fide  aifies  with  light  cluftered  pil¬ 
lars,  and  very  elegant  windows : 
there  is  a  fquare  tower  at  the  weft 
end,  over  which  is  an  oftagonal 
turret  of  two  ftories,  the  lower  of 
which  is  enriched  with  quatrefoils. 
Haflingfield  church  has  a  tower 
with  four  o&angular  embattled 
turrets  at  the  weft  end,  furrounded 
with  quatrefoils  at  its  bafe.  The 
chancels  of  Horfheath,  Bartlow, 
and  Bafingbourn,  may  be  clafled 
with  the  buildings  of  this  century  ; 
the  latter  is  large  and  lofty.  The 
chapel  of  our  lady,  on  the  north 
fide  of  Fordham  church,  to  which 
there  is  an  afcent  by  a  winding 
ftaircafe  is  a  very  elegant  building; 
it  has  an  undercroft  with  a  groined 
roof,  part  of  which  ferves  for  the 
church  porch,  and  part  for  a  veftry 

liapel,  fee  Mr.  Wilkin's  defcriptiea  of  it, 
t  Ibid.  Vol.  X.  p.  151. 
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and  other  purpofes.  The  nave  ot 
Bottifham  church  is  lofty  and  ele¬ 
gant  with  cluttered  pillars  and 
pointed  arches  ;  under  all  the  win¬ 
dows  on  the  fouth  fide  there  are  flat 
arches  both  within  fide  and  with¬ 
out.  T  here  is  a  remarkable  cha¬ 
pel  on  the  north  fide  of  Willingham 
church,  now  uft-d  for  a  veftry,  it 
has  a  very  highly-pitched  root  ot 
ftone,  without  any  wood  work  or 
covering  of  lead.  The  fpandrils 
of  the  arches,  which  reft  on 
brackets,  are  pierced  with  quatre- 
foils,  &c. 

XVth  Century.  In  the  fifteenth 
century,  efpecially  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  the  7th,  the  Gothic 
architecture  underwent  aconfidera- 
ble  change,  the  angles  of  the  arches 
became  more  and  more  obtufe,  till 
at  laft  they  were  fometimes  almoft 
flat  :  the  ribs  of  the  vaulting  were 
divided  into  an  infinite  variety  of 
parts,  and  enriched  with  a  profu- 
fion  of  fculpture,  and  with  clutters 
of  pendent  ornaments  :  the  fide 
walls  were  alfo  very  frequently  co¬ 
vered  with  abundance  of  rich  tra¬ 
cery  ;  the  heads  of  the  windows, 
inftead  of  being  divided  into  vari¬ 
ous  forms,  as  in  the  preceding  cen¬ 
tury,  were  filled  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  fmall  compartments,  with 
trefoil  heads,  feparated  by  perpen¬ 
dicular  mullions  •  the  large  win¬ 
dows  were  ufually  divided  by  two 
large  mullions  into  three  compart¬ 
ments,  which  were  fubdivided  into 
fmaller  ones.  The  fineft  and  molt 
perfeCt  example  of  this  highly  em- 
belliftied  ftyle  is  to  be  found  in 
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the  magnificent  chapel  of  King's 
College  in  Cambridge,  begun  by 
king  Henry  the  6th,  in  the  year 
3441,  carried  on  by  king  Henry 
the  7th,  and  completed  by  king 
Henry  the  8th.  Every  part  of  the 
anti- chapel  exhibits  a  rich  difplay 
of  Gothic  tracery,  with  rofes,  port- 
cullifes  and  the  royal  arms,  with 
the  dragon  and  greyhound  for 
fupporters,  carved,  in  high  relief : 
the  vaulting  of  the  roof  is  Angu¬ 
larly  rich  and  elegant,  in  the  fame 
ftyle  as  the  roofs  of  St.  George’s 
chapel  at  Windfor  and  Henry  the 
7 tli’s  chapel  *. 


07z  the  Laav  of  SucceJJipn  to  Feudal 
Tenures . 

From  Baron  Maferes’s  Documents  of 
Fnglijh  HiJlory% 

IT  feems  probable  that  the  law 
of  inheritance  by  primogeniture 
had  at  this  time  begun  to  prevail 
in  France  with  refpeCt  to  counties 
or  earldoms,  or  lands  holden  by 
homage  or  military  fervice  ; 
though  it  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  thoroughly  ertablifhed  till  a 
good  many  years,  perhaps  a  whole 
century  after.  At  this  time,  that 
is,  about  the  year  of  Chrift  1060, 
it  feems  to%  have  been  only  an  in¬ 
ducement,  or  ground  of  preference, 
by  which  thofe  perfons,  upon  whofe 
will  and  pleafure  the  fucceflion  to 
the  vacant  fief  depended,  were  ac¬ 
tuated  in  determining,  or  directing, 
the  fucceflion  to  it. 


*  Mr.  Lyfons  alfo  mentions  die  churches  of  Bunvell,  Ifelham,  Landwade,  March, 
Whittlelca,  St.  Mary’s,  Cambridge,  bifliop  Alcock’s  chapel  in  Ely  cathedral,  and 
bilhop  Welt’s  in  die  lame  cathedral,  as  fpecimens  «  f  the  architedtuie  of  this  century. 
Bifliop  Weft’s  chapel  lie  con  Ciders  one  of  the  late  ft  fpecimens  of  Gothic  architecture  j 
hut  as  not  being  pure  Gothic,  it  having:  a  confide  ruble  mixture  of  the  Italian  ftyle. 

Vol.  L.  or  Vo  l.  VIII.  New  Seel  in  s.  *  T  t  There 
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There  were  three  wills  which 
were  concerned  in  this  determina¬ 
tion,  to  wit,  ill,  the  will  of  the 
lad  holder  of  the  fief,  who  feems 
to  have  often  direfted  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  it  by  his  lad  appointment, 
or  nomination  either  by  word  of 
mouth  or  by  writing,  on  his 
death- bed  ;  and,  2dly,  the  will  of 
the  people,  or  holders  of  fiefs  con¬ 
tained  in  and  making  part  of  the 
vacant  fief;  and,  3dly,  the  will  of 
the  next  upper  lord  of  the  vacant 
fief,  of  whom  the  late  poffelTor  of  it 
held  it.  When  thefe  three  wills 
concurred  in  determining  the  fuc¬ 
ceffion  to  a  vacant  fief  in  favour  of 
the  fame  perfon,  his  right  to  it 
feems  to  have  been  complete  and 
inconteftable.  But  when  one  of 
thefe  wills  pointed  out  a  different 
perfon  from  the  other  two  for  the 
fucceffor  to  the  vacant  fief,  there 
feems  to  have  been  occafion  to 
doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  him  who  actually  took  polfefiion 
of  the  fief ;  and  wars,  or  other  con- 
iefls,  were  often  the  confequences 
of  fuch  a  poffeffion.  And  this  was 
the  cafe,  in  a  Hill  higher  degree, 
when  each  of  the  faid  three  wills 
pointed  out  a  different  fucceffor  to 
the  fief  from  either  of  the  other 
two.  Of  the  influence  of  the  firff 
of  thefe  wills,  to  wit,  that  of  the 
lafl  poffeffor  of  the  fief,  we  have 
feen  an  in  (lance  above  in  the  Gcfta 
GuUelmi ,  &c.  of  William  of  Poic- 
tiers,  page  70,  in  the  nomination 
of  William,  duke  of  Normandy, 
by  Herbert  the  Second,  earl  of 
Maine,  on  his  death-bed,  in  the 
year  1063,  to  be  his  fucceffor  in 
the  poffeffion,  or  government,  of 
the  earldom  of  Maine.  For,  in 
confequence  of  this  nomination, 
(though  it  was  not  approved  of 
and  confirmed  by  the  people  of  the 


country,)  duke  William  invaded 
the  country,  and  kept  poffeffion  of 
it  for  many  years.  It  is  true,  in¬ 
deed,  that  impartial  people  feem  to 
have  thought  that  his  conduft  in 
fo  doing  was  unjud,  and  that  fuch 
a  nomination  by  earl  Herbert  ought 
only  to  have  been  confidered  as  a 
recommendation  to  his  feudal  ten¬ 
ants,  or  the  people,  or  rather,  no¬ 
bles  of  Maine,  to  chufe  him  for 
their  earl  or  governor,  which  they 
were  at  liberty  either  to  follow  or 
rejedl,  as  they  thought  bed.  Yet 
it  ferved  at  lead  as  a  plaufible  pre¬ 
text  to  duke  William  to  invade 
and  take  poffeffion  of  the  country 
upon  earl  Herbert’s  death,  which 
it  is  probable  he  would  not  have 
thought  of  doing  without  fuch  a 
nomination.  And  we  have  feen 
above  that  his  invafion  of  England 
was  founded  on  an  allegation, 
(though,  probably  a  falfe  one,)  of 
a  like  nomination  or  appointment, 
by  king  Edward  the  confeffor,  to 
be  his  fucceffor  on  the  throne  of 
England.  And  king  Harold’s 
fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  England 
was  brought  about  by  a  real  nomi¬ 
nation  of  that  kind,  made  of  him 
by  king  Edward  on  his  death-bed, 
and  an  election  (fomewhat  hady 
indeed  and  irregular,)  made  by 
the  great  nobles  of  England,  or 
fome  of  them,  in  confequence  of 
fuch  nomination.  And  even  in  the 
prefent  indance  of  the  fucceffion  of 
this  fecond  Geoffry  Martel  to  the 
earldom  of  Anjou  upon  the  death  of 
his  uncle,  the  famous  warrior  of 
the  fame  name,  there  was,  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  account  given  by  Wil¬ 
liam  of  Malmefbur}7,)  a  nomination 
ol  him  by  the  lad  podeffor,  that 
celebrated  earl,  which  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  his  fucceffion. 
The  words  of  Malmefbury  are  as 

follows ; 


ANTIQUITIES. 


follows  :  Is  [  Ganfridus  Mar!  ell  us 
fenior ]  moriens  Gaufrido,  fororis  filio, 
hesreditatem  contradidit,  fed  indujlri- 
cim  feculi  transfundcre  non  potuit. 
Nam  ille,  Jimplicium  morum  Juaecnis, 
magis  in  ecclefils  orare  qudm  arma 
tratiare  confuetus,  homines  region  is  il- 
lius  qui  qniete  cvidlitare  nefcirent ,  in 
contemptum  fui  excita<vit.  Qua  re, 
iota  ttrrd preedonibus expojhd,  Fnlco, 
f rater  illius ,  ultra  dneatum  corripuit. 
Fulco  Rhetin  didius ,  quod,  germani 
Jimplicitati  crehro  infrendens ,  ad  ulti- 
mum,  honore fpoliatum ,  perpetuct  cuf. 
kidid  co-ercuerit.  Lib.  III.  page 
98.  And  many  other  inftances 
might  be  given  of  the  influence  cf 
the  will,  or  nomination  of  the  lall 
pofleflor  of  the  fief,  in  thefe  early 
times,  in  determining  the  fuccefiion 
to  it. 

The  influence  of  the  fecond  of 
the  three  wills  abovementioned, 
that  is,  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
or  holders  of  inferior  fiefs  contained 
within,  and  making  part  of,  the 
vacant  fief,  in  determining  the 
fuccefiion  to  it,  appears  from  the 
hiftories  of  thefe  old  times  to  have 
been  flill  greater  than  that  of  the 
firft  will,  or  the  will  of  the  laft 
pofleflor  of  it.  For,  whenever 
they  thought  fit,  they  appear  to 
have  elected  their  own  governors, 
without  adhering  to  the  law  of 
primogeniture,  or  any  other  rule 
of  fuccefiion,  by  which  they  were 
diretfled  on  ordinary  occafions. 
And  their  free  and  unanimous  elec¬ 
tion  feems  to  have  been  confidered 
as  conferring  the  title,  or  right,  to 
the  government  in  the  f ul left  and 
cleareft  manner.  And  this  was 
more  particularly  the  cafe  in  very 
large  and  powerful  fiefs,  which  had 
but  a  flight  degree  of  dependence 
on  the  upper  lords,  of  whom  they 
were  holden  by  fealty  and  homage  ; 
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fuch  as  the  dukedom  of  Normandy 
and  Britany,  and  the  earldoms  of 
Anjou  and  Maine.  Thus  for  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  dukedom  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  Robert  the  Second,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
prevailed  upon  ihe  nobles  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  in  the  year  1034,  1035, to 
declare  that  they  would  admit  his 
young  fon  William,  (who  was  then 
only  7  or  8  years  old)  to  be  their 
earl,  or  duke,  or  governor,  after 
his,  duke  Robert’s  death,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  being  a  baftard.  This 
was  plainly  an  election  of  him  to 
the  dukedom,  though  made  before 
his  father’s  death;  and  it  took 
place  (though  not  without  feveral 
flruggles  from  the  great  Normans 
of  the  ducal  family  during  the  mi¬ 
nority  of  duke  William),  in  oppo- 
fltion  to  the  claims  of  the  legiti- 
mateprinces  to  whom  without  fuch 
an  extraordinary  exertion  of  the 
will  of  the  people,  the  dukedom 
would  have  devolved.  And  in  the 
earldom  of  Anjou  we  find  that, 
even  after  the  nobles  of  Anjou  had 
admitted,  or  elefted,  the  fecond, 
or  pacific,  Geoflry  Martel  to  be 
their  earl  in  the  year  1060,  in 
confequence  of  the  nomination,  or 
recommendation,  of  his  uncle,  the 
great  warrior  of  that  name,  they' 
afterwards  grew  tired  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  on  account  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  it,  and  depofed  him,  and 
eleded  his  brother  Fulk  Rechin  to 
be  their  earl,  or  governor,  in  his 
Head.  For  though  it  is  not  ex- 
prefsly  faid  that  this  was  done  by 
the  people,  cr  nobles,  of  Anjou, 
yet  it  is  plain  that  it  muft  have 
been  fo,  fince  this  Fulk  Rechin  could 
not  have  depofed  and  confined  his 
brother  Geoffry  without  either 
their  afliftance,  or  that  of  a  foreign 
army,  which  does  not  appear  to 
*  T  t  2  have 
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have  been  made  ufe  of.  And  in 
neither  of  thefe  initances  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  Anjou  do  the  kings  of 
France,  (of  whom  thofe  countries 
were  Holden  by  fealty  and  homage) 
appear  to  have  interfered  at  all  to 
control  thofe  eleftions  as  irregular, 
or  to  fupport  the  more  regular  or 
legitimate  claimants  of  thefe  pow¬ 
erful  territories.  So  great  was  at 
this  time  the  influence  of  the 
people  or  nobles  of  the  great  fiefs, 
in  determining  who  fhould  be 
their  governors. 

And  if  this  was  the  cafe  in  great 
fiefs,  which  "had  but  a  fmall  degree 
of  dependence  on  the  upper  lords 
of  whom  they  were  holden  by 
fealty  and  homage,  it  is  evident 
that  it  muft  have  been  Hill  more  fo 
m  fonjereign  territories ,  (whether 
called  kingdoms  or  by  any  other 
name)  which  were  not  held  of 
any  upper  lord  at  all  •  fuch  as  the 
kingdoms  of  England  and  France, 
the  crowns  of  which  are  therefore 
faid  to  be  imperial ,  the  fovereigns 
of  them  having  power,  or  imperium , 
or  being  commanders,  or  go¬ 
vernors,  over  many  fubordinate 
lords,  but  not  being  themfelves 
fubjeft,  or  fubordinate  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  to  any  other  whatfoever.  In 
thefe  territories  the  fucceflion  could 
depend  only  on  the  two  firlf  of  the 
three  wills  above  mentioned,  to 
wit  the  will  of  the  laft  poffeffor  of 
the  crown,  or  government,  and 
that  of  the  nobles  of  it,  or  holders 
of  the  fiefs,  the  former  feem.s  only 
to  have  operated  as  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  latter,  which  the  latter 
might  either  adopt  or  reject,  as  it 
thought  fit;  or,  in  other  words, 
the  crown  was  at  this  time  elective. 
Of  this  we  have  a  number  of  in. 
Ilances  in  the  Englifh  hiltory  about 


this  time,  that  are  indifputable. 
Thus,  for  example,  Edward  the 
ConfeJJ'ory  (whofe  title  to  the  crown 
of  England  has  never  been  dif- 
puted,)  was  defied  by  the  great' 
nobles  of  England  to  be  king  upon 
the  death  of  Harde  Cnute ,  though 
Edward,  the  fon  of  the  confeffor’s 
elder  brother,  the  valiant  king 
Edmund  Iravjtde ,  was  then  living 
and  had  feveral  children,  named 
Edgar  Atheling  and  his  two  fillers 
Matilda  and  Chrijliana.  It  is  true 
that  they  were  then  in  Hungary, 
under  the  proteffion  of  the  king  of 
that  country.  But,  when  king 
Edward  fent  for  them  over  to 
England  in  the-  year  10^7,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  fucceflion 
to  the  crown,  no  perfon  feemed  to 
think,  that  his  title  to  the  crown 
was  at  all  weakened  by  their  pre¬ 
fence,  or  that  he  was  under  any 
obligation  in  law  or  confcience  to 
refign  the  crown  to  his  nephew 
Edward  as  being  the  true  heir  of  it 
in  quality  of  eldeft  fon  of  Edmund 
Ironfide.  In  like  manner  Harold 
was  defied  king  of  England  after 
the  death  of  Edward  the  confeflfor, 
in  preference  to  the  claim  of  blood 
of  Edgar  Atheling  :  and  Edgar 
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Atheling  was'  defied  king  of 
England  at  London  in  November, 
1066,  after  the  death  of  Harold  at 
the  battle  of  Hallings ;  and  king 
William  the  conqueror  himfelf 
was  defied  king  of  England  on  the 
Chriilmas  day  following,  A.  D. 
1066.  And  after  the  death  of 
William  the  conqueror,  his  fecond 
fon  William  Rufus,  was  defied 
king  of  England  by  the  nobles  of 
England,  under  the  direflion  of 
the  good  Archbifhop  Lanfrank,  in 
preference  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Robert, 
duke  of  Normandy,  his  eldeft  bro¬ 
ther,. 


ther.  And  other  inftances  might 
be  brought  to  prove  that  in  thefe 
times,  the  election,  or  will,  of  the 
nobles,  or  great  land-holders  of 
the  kingdom,  was  the  bell  title,, 
or  rather,  the  only  valid  title  to 
the  crown. 

It  remains  that  we  fay  fomething 
of  the  lull  of  the  three  wills  which 
we  mentioned  above  as  having  an 
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influence  in  determining  the  fuccef- 
flon  to  a  vacant  fief,  to  wit,  the 
will  of  the  upper  lord,  of  whom  it 
was  holden.  Now,  though  the 
will  of  the  upper  lord,  of  whom 
the  fief  is  holden,  had  but  little  in¬ 
fluence  in  determining  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  great  fiefs,  which  had  but  a 
fmall  degree  of  dependence  on  the 
faid  upper  lords,  yet  in  all  other 
cafes  it  was  of  great  importance. 
For,  where  the  upper  lord  was  very 
powerful  in  comparifon  of  the  ten¬ 
ants  who  held  the  fiefs  under  him, 
(as  was  the  cafe  of  king  William 
the  conqueror  with  refpedf  to  his 
Englilh  barons,  or  holders  of  lands 
by  military  fervice,)  that  claimant 
only  could  get  pofieffion  of  a  vacant 
fief  to  whom  he  pleafed  to  grant  it  ; 
and  the  upper  lords,  efpecially  if 
rhey  were  fovereigns,  or  had  no  fu- 
perior  lords  above  them,  (as  was 
the  cafe  with  the  kings  of  France 
and  England,)  feem  oftentimes  in 
thefe  cafes  to  have  granted  the  va¬ 
cant  fiefs  to  fuch  of  the  feveral 
claimants  of  them  as  they  thought 
fit,  almoff  as  freely  as  it  they  had 
been  making  original  grants  of 
them.  Thus,  for  example,  upon 
the  death  of  the  famous  William 
Fitz-Ofborne,  we  have  feen  above 
in  our  author,  that  king  William 
the  conqueror  granted  the  caftle  of 
Breteuil  and  all  his  other  lands  in 
Normandy,  to  his  eldefl  fon  WiU 
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l jam  cle  Breteuil,  and  all  his  grear 
pofleffions  in  England  to  his  fecond 
fon,  Roger ,  earl  of  Hereford. 
He?  red  it  as  ejus  d  rege  Gulielmo  ftliis 
ejus  diftributa  eft.  I  Fillet  mus,  major 
naiu ,  Britolium  ct  Paccium ,  et  rdi- 
quam  partem  paterni  juris  in  Nor. - 
mania  obtinvit  et  omni  <vitd  jud,  f  re 
trigintd  annis ,  tenuit.  Rogerius  au- 
tern ,  junior  frater ,  comitatum  Here- 
for  den  Jem ,  to- unique  fundum  pair  is  in 
Anglia .  obi  inn  it.  From  the  expref- 
fions  ufed  by  our  author  in  this 
paffage,  h  credit  as  ejus  d  rege  dftri- 
buta  eft ,  and  Willelmus  Britolium , 
ft  c.  ob  fin  nit ,  and  Rogerus  it  tern  comi- 
tatum  Here for  den fem^  ft)  c  obtinuit ,  it 
feems  probable  that  king  William, 
in  diftributing  the  pofleffions  of 
Fitz-Ofborne  between  his  two  Ions 
William  and  Roger,  was  not  tied 
down  by  any  fixed  rule,  or  law, 
upon  the  fubjeft,  but  was  governed 
by  his  own  judgment  and  difere- 
tion,  though  he  feems  to  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  fpirit  of  a  l^w  of  inherit¬ 
ance  which  afterwards  took  place, 
and  perhaps  at  that  time  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  take  place,  in  Nor¬ 
mandy. 

But  in  all  thefe  three  ways  of 
determining  the  fucceflion  to  a  va¬ 
cant  fief,  the  eircumftance  ot  pri¬ 
mogeniture  feems  about  this  time, 
A.  D.  1060,  to  have  been  confi- 
dered  as  a  juft  ground  for  preferring 
the  claimant  to  whom  it  belonged 
to  the  other  claimants  of  the  fief. 
When  there  was  no  objection  of 
criminality,  or  lnfufficiency  for  the 
ftation,  (arifing  either  from  the 
weaknefs  of  infancy,  or  imbecility 
of  charaffer,)  to  be'  made  to  the 
claimant  to  whom  this  eircumftance 
of  primogeniture  belonged,  it 
feems  to  have  been  an  inducement 
to  the  dying  poffefTor  of  the  fief 

to 
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to  nominate,  or  appoint,  fuch 
claimant  for  his  fucceffor  in  it,  or 
to  recommend  him  both  to  his  upper 
lord  lor  his  tenant,  and  to  his  infe¬ 
rior  feudal  tenants  for  their  lord  ; 
and  it  feems  alfo  to  have  been  an 
inducement  to  the  upper  lord  to 
admit  fuch  claimant  for  his  tenant, 
by  receiving  homage  from  him  for 
the  fief,  and  to  the  inferior  feudal 
tenants  to  admit  him,  or  eledt  him, 
for  their  upper  lord,  or  governor, 
by  performing  homage  to  him  for 
their  fiefs.  And  thus,  by  degrees, 
this  circumftance  of  primogeniture, 
from  being  at  firft  only  a  recom¬ 
mendation,  or  ground  of  prefer¬ 
ence,  to  induce  the  perfons  upon 
whofe  will  and  pleafure  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  vacant  fiefs  depended,  to 
ohufe  the  elded:  fons,  or  eldeft  ne¬ 
phews,  of  the  lad:  pofTeflors  of 
them  to  fucceed  to  them,  grew  up, 
by  the  frequent  repetition  of  the 
inftances  of  fuch  a  preference,  to  be 
at  laft  a  fettled  legal  right,  by 
which  the  courfe  of  fucceffion  to 
feudal  poffefiions  was  afterwards 
uniformly  regulated. 


On  the  Origin  of  Manors, 

From  the  fame . 

iC  Here  we  have  the  deriva¬ 
tion  and  original  meaning  of  the 
word  manor,  namely,  the  manfion- 
houfe  of  a  country  gentleman.  The 
French  ufe  the  word  manoir  in  the 
fame  fenfe  at  this  day  ;  but  in 
England  the  word  manor  now  de¬ 
notes  a  parcel  of  land  (with  or 
without  a  houfe  upon  it),  of  which 
a  part  remains  in  the  lord's  or 
owner's  hands,  and  is  called  his 
demefne  land,  terra  dominica^  or 


terra  domini ;  and  another  part 
has  been  granted  away  before  the 
year  of  the  reign  king  Edward  I. 
or  the  year  of  Chrift  1290,  to  two 
or  more  other  perfons,  to  hold  to 
them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  of 
the  grantor,  or  lord,  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  either  by  knight’s  fer- 
vice  or  in  free  and  common  focage. 
In  that  year  the  ftatute  of  Quia 
emptores  tertarum  was  pafifed, 
which  prohibited  the  making  of 
thefe  under  grants  of  land  to  be 
holden  of  the  grantor  (which  were 
founded  to  be  attended  with  many 
inconveniences),  and  ordained  that 
all  lands  that  fhould  afterwards  be 
granted  away  to  be  holden  in  in¬ 
heritance  by  the  grantee,  fhould  be 
holden  of  the  fame  upper  lord  of 
whom  the  grantor  himfelf  had  held 
them  before  the  new  grant.  In 
confequence  of  this  ftatute,  it  has 
been  impoffible  to  create  a  new 
manor  ever  fmce  the  year  1290, 
which  is  now  near  500  years  ago. 
But  before  that  time,  any  man  that 
was  pofleffed  of  freehold  lands  of 
inheritance  might  have  converted 
them  into  a  manor  whenever  he 
pleafed,  by  granting  two  or  more 
portions  of  them  to  two  or  more 
other  perfons,  to  be  holden  to  them 
and  their  heirs  for  ever,  of  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  either  by  the 
tenure  of  military  fervice  (called 
in  the  law  books  knight  for  vices), 
or  in  free  or  common  focage.  Thus, 
for  example,  if  a  man  had  had  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  to¬ 
gether  in  any  county,  holden  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  either 
of  the  crown  or  of  fome  inferior 
lord,  by  fome  free  fervice,  and  had 
granted  twenty-five  acres  a  piece 
out  of  the  faid  three  hundred  acres 
to  eight  different  perfons,  to  hold 
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the  fame  to  them  and  their  heirs  for 
ever,  of  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever, 
in  free  and  common  focao-e,  doings 
fealty  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  the 
fame,  and  paying  him  a  quit  rent 
of  a  penny  a  year  for  each  of  the 
faid  lots  of  25  acres,  thefaid  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  would  there¬ 
by  have  been  converted  into  a 
manor,  of  which  the  faid  grantor 
would  have  been  the  lord ,  and  the 
hundred  acres  which  he  would  have 
referved  to  himfelf  after  he  had 
thus  granted  away  the  other  two 
hundred  acres  to  the  faid  eight 
perfons  in  lots  of  twenty-five  acres 
a-piece,  would  have  been  the  de- 
mefne  land;  and  he  would  have  a 
right  of  holding  a  court-baron  in 
his  faid  manor  to  determine  adlions 
of  debt  and  fome  other  civil  fuits 
betvyeen  his  faid  eight  tenants,  or 
grantees;  and  more  efpecially  to 
hold  plea  of  a  writ  of  right  brought 
againft  any  one  of  them  concern¬ 
ing  his  right  to  the  land  he  held  in 
fuch  manor  :  and  his  right  of  hold¬ 
ing  fuch  a  court-baron  would  have 
belonged  to  the  lord  of  fuch  a  new 
manor  of  common  right ,  as  the  law 
express  it,  or  without  any  grant 
of  the  crown,  and  would  have  been 
the  natural  neceflary  confequence 
of  his  having  thus  granted  away  a 
part  of  his  three  hundred  acres  to 
other  perfons  to  be  holden  in  in* 
heritance  of  himfelf  by  a  free 
tenure.  In  this  court-baron,  the 
fuitors  of  the  court,  or  thofe  who 
are  bound  to  follow  (from  the 
French  word  fuivre)  or  attend  it, 
that  is  in  the  example  juft  now 
given,  the  eight  grantees  above- 
mentioned,  are  the  judges  who  are 
to  determine  the  matters  that  are 
contefted  in  it,  and  the  lord,  or  his 
fteward,  is  only  the  regifter  of  the 
court,  and  is  bound  to  adopt  the  de- 
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cifions  of  the  faid  fuitors  or  gran¬ 
tees,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted.  Thefe  fuitors  of  the  court, 
or  freehold  tenants  of  the  fame  lord, 
are  fometimes  called  each  other’s 
peers,  or  equals,  or  the  peers  of  the 
court,  pares  curia-,  and  fometimes, 
in  very  old  records,  the  barons  of 
the  court,  harones  curia,  or  the  ba¬ 
rons  of  the  lord,  harones  domini . 

u  There  are  alfo  oftentimes,  and 
indeed  mod  ufually,  fome  other 
tenants  of  lands  in  a  manor,  who 
do  not  hold  their  lands  by  any  free 
tenure,  but  at  the  will  of  the  lord. 
Thefe  tenants  are  admitted  to  the 
pofTeftion  of  their  lands  either  by  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  or  his  fteward 
(called  in  old  Latin  records  Sene- 
fchallus],  by  the  ceremony  of  the 
lord’s  or  fteward’s  prefenting  a 
rod,  or  ftafF,  to  the  tenant,  which 
the  tenant  takes  hold  of  at  one  end, 
while  the  lord,  or  fteward,  hold  it 
by  the  other,  and  in  this  pofition 
the  lord,  or  his  fteward,  pro¬ 
nounces  the  words  of  admifiion  of 
the  tenant  to  his  land  ;  and  then  a 
memorandum  is  made  in  the  court- 
rolls  ( or  reyifter.book  of  the  tranf- 
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actions  of  the  lord’s  court)  of  fuch 
admifiion,  and  a  copy  ot  this  memo¬ 
randum  is  afterwards  delivered  by 
the  lord,  or  his  fteward,  to  the  te¬ 
nant  fo  admitted. 

“  And  this  copy  of  the  court- 
roll  (as  it  is  called)  is  the  tenant’s 
title-deed  to  the  land  to  which  he 
has  been  fo  admitted,  and  anfwers 
to  the  deed  of  grant,  or  deed  of 
feoffment,  or  other  regular  law- 
conveyance  of  land  to  a  freehold 
tenant.  And  from  this  cireum- 
ftance,  of  holding  their  lands  by 
virtue  of  thefe  copies  of  the  court- 
rolls,  the  faid  tenants  at  will  are 
ufually  denominated  copyholders ,  or 
copyhold  tenants ;  and  from  the 

former 
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former  circumftance  of  their  being 
admitted  to  their  lands  with  the 
aforefaid  ceremony  of  the  rod,  or 
ftafF,  they  are  alfo  foinetimcs  called 
tenants  by  the  euerge.  Thefe  tenants, 
it  feems  probable,  might  in  former 
days  have  been  turned  out  of  their 
lands  whenever  the  lord  pleafed, 
feeing  that  they  held  them  at  the 
lord’s  will.  But  for  feme  centuries 
paft  the  courts  of  juflice  have  con- 
trouled  the  lords  in  the  exercife  of 
this  power,  infomuch  that  they  can 
now  no  more  difpo fiefs  a  copy- 
hold  tenant,  or  moleft  him  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  copyhold  land, 
than  they  can  a  freehold  tenant, 
provided  the  copyhold  tenant  per¬ 
forms  all  the  duties  and  obferves  all 
the  reftri&ions  belonging  to  his 
tenure,  which  are  greater  than 
thofe  belonging  to  freehold  tenures. 
For  a  copyholder  is  not  at  liberty 


to  pull  down  any  building  upon  his 
copyhold  land  without  his  lord’s 
leave,  but  is  bound  to  keep  them 
all  in  good  repair ;  and,  for  the 
moll  part,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to 
cut  down  any  of  the  trees  upon  his 
tenement.  And  when  he  aliens  his 
land  to  another,  it  mull  be  done  in 
the  lord’s  court  by  furrendering  it 
up  to  the  lord  for  the  ufe  of  the 
purchafer,  or  to  the  end  that  the 
lord  may  grant  it  to  the  purchafer  : 
and  on  thefe  occafions  the  lord  is  at 
liberty  to  take  from  the  purchafer, 
for  his  new  grant  to  him  of  the 
copyhold  tenement,  afum  of  money 
not  exceeding  two  years  full  rent  of 
the  land.  This  fort  of  tenants  is 
to  be  found  in  moll  manors  of  the 
kingdom,  but  not  in  all.  In  the 
royal  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  in 
Kent,  there  are  none  but  freehold 
tenants.’^ 


Account  of  the  Numbers  and  Rate  of  Ray  of  the  Englijh  Army  which  befieged 
Calais  in  1347,  the  Year  after  the  Battle  of  Cre/Jy* 

From  an  Hiforical  Account  of  the  Charter  Houfe . 


1  My  Lord  the  Prince  - 
Bifiiop  of  Durham  -  - 

13  Earls  (each)  -  - 

44  Barons  and  Bannerets  - 
1046  Knights  ------ 

4022  Efquires,  Confiables,  Centenaries,  sr 
5104  Vintenary  and  Archers  on  horfeback 
333  Paunceners 
500  Hobblers. 

13,480  Foot  Archers  - 

314  Mafons,  &c.  i  id,  to d.  6d.  and  id*  per  diem* 
The  reft  at  -  -  -  • 

700  Matters,  Conftables,  and  Pages. 

100  Ships,  Barges,  and  Victuallers.* 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Letters  from  Bifhop  Warbnrton  to  Dr. 

Hurd . 

From  i(  Letters  from  a  late  eminent 
F relate  to  one  of  his  Friends  d* 

LETTER  VII. 

Bedford RoewJ  Odi.  28,  1749* 
Dear  fir, 

DEFERRED  making  my  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  the  favour 
of  your  laft  obliging  letter  till  I 
came  to  town.  I  am  now  got 
hither  to  fpend  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember.  The  dreadful  month  of 
November !  when  the  little 
wretches  hang  and  drown  them- 
felves,  and  the  great  ones  fell 
themfelves  to  the  C —  and  the 
Devil.  I  (hould  be  glad  if  any 
occafion  would  bring  you  hither, 
that  I  might  have  the  pleafure  of 
waiting  on  you. — I  don’t  mean  to 
the  C — and  the  devil,  but  in  Bed¬ 
ford  Row.  Not  that  I  would 
fright  you  from  that  earthly  Pan¬ 
demonium,  a  C — ,  becaufe  I  never 
go  thither.  On  the  contrary  I  wilh 
you  could  get  into  the  circle.  For 
(with  regard  to  you)  I  Ihould  be 


fomething  of  the  humour  of  honed 
Cornelius  Agrippa,  who,  when  he 
left  off  conjuring,  and  wrote  of  the 
'vanity  of  the  art,  could  not  forbear 
to  give  receipts,  and  teach  young 
novices  the  way  to  raife  the  devil. 
One  method  ferves  for  both,  and 
his  political  reprefentatives  are 
rendered  tradable  by  the  very 
fame  method,  namely  fumigatiooxs . 
But  thefe  high  myfteries  you  are 
unworthy  to  partake  of.  You  are 
no  true  fon  of  Agrippa,  who  choofe 
to  wade  your  incenfe  in  railing  the 
meagre  fpirit  of  friendlhip,  when 
the  wifdom  of  the  prince  of  this 
world  would  have  infpired  you 
with  more  profitable  fentiments. 

Let  me  hear,  at  lead,  of  your 
health  ;  and  believe  that  no  abfence 
can  lelfen  what  the  expreffions  of 
your  good  will  have  made  me,  that, 
is  to  fay,  very  much  your  fervant. 

I  have  now  put  that  volume  of 
which  the  Epiftle  to  Auguftus  is 
part,  to  the  prefs  ;  fo  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  you  to  fend  it,  by  your 
letter  carrier,  direded  to  Mr. 
Knapton,  bookfeller,  in  Ludgate- 
ftreet.  But  you  mull  be  careful 
not  to  pay  the  carriage,  becaufe 

that 


that  will  endanger  a  mifcarriage, 
as  I  have  often  experienced.  I  in¬ 
tend  to  {often  the  conclufion  of  the 
note  about  Grotius  and  the  Arch- 
bilhop,  according  to  your  friendly 
hint. 

LETTER  XV. 

Prior  Parky  Dec.  23,  1749* 

I  have  the  favour  of  two  of 
yours  to  acknowledge.  I  make  not 
the  lead  doubt  of  the  bifhop  keep¬ 
ing  his  promife  to  us. 

I  have  juft  read  the  mod  filly 
and  knavifh  book  I  ever  faw  ;  one 
Lauder  on  Milton’s  imitations. 
An  obfervation  at  the  bottom  of 
44  and  the  top  of  45,  proves  him 
either  the  one  or  the  other  with 
a  vengeance.  If  there  are  thofe 
things  in  Mafenius,  why  did  he 
not  produce  them  ?  They  are  of 
more  weight  to  prove  his  charge 
than  all  he  fays  befides.  If  they 
are  not,  he  is  a  knave.  I  think 
he  has  produced  about  half  a  dozen 
particular  thoughts  that  look  like 
imitation.— -But  the  matter  of  imi¬ 
tation  is  a  thing  very  little  under- 
dood.  However,  in  one  view  the 
book  does  not  difpleafe  me.  It  is 
likely  enough  to  mortify  all  the 
filly  adorers  of  Milton,  who  de- 
ferve  to  be  laughed  at !  ! 

Poor  Job  !  It  was  his  eternal 
fate  to  be  perfecuted  by  his  friends. 
His  three  comforters  paifed  fentence 
of  condemnation  upon  him,  and  he 
has  been  executing  in  effigie  ever 
fince.  He  was  fird  bound  to  the 
Hake  by  a  long  catena  of  Greek 
fathers  ;  then  tortured  by  Pineda  ; 
then  drangled  by  Caryl,  and  af¬ 
terwards  cut  up  by  Welley,  and 
anatomized  by  Garnet.  Pray 
dont  reckon  me  among  his  hang¬ 


men.  I  only  afted  the  tender  part 
of  his  wife,  and  was  for  making 
Ihort  work  with  him.  But  he  was 
ordained,  I  think,  by  a  fate  like 
that  of  Prometheus,  to  lie  dill  upon 
his  dunghill,  and  to  have  his 
brains  fucked  out  by  owls.  One 
Hodges,  a  head  of  Oxford,  now 
threatens  us  with  a  new  auto  de  fe. 
I  have  been  revifing  my  notes  on 
the  Effay  on  Criticifm  (I  mean  for 
the  general  edition,  that  little 
thing  you  fee  advertifed  I  have 
never  feen  nor  heard  any  thing  of ) 
and  have  corrected  what  I  faid.  in 
conformity  to  the  notions  of  Mr. 
Addifon  and  other  critics,  about 
the  Ars  Poetica.  For  which  better 
notion  of  the  work  I  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  are  indebted  to  the  Englilh 
Commentator  upon  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

LE.TTER  XX. 

The  finilhing  droke  to  Julian 
has  kept  me  till  now  from  dis¬ 
charging  my  debt  for  the  favour  of 
your  lad. 

Your  plan  for  the  difcourfe  on 
imitation,  I  tell  you  without  com¬ 
pliment,  is  admirable.  And  I  long 
to  fee  you  fill  up  the  canvafs. 
Don’t  let  me  languid*  in  expecta¬ 
tion.  In  the  Edition  of  Mr. 
Pope’s  works  I  have  borrowed 
from  you,  and  fpoke  my  fenti- 
ments  of  your  comment.  But  of 
this  piece  (was  it  compofed)  I 
fhould  have  much  more  ufe.  But  it 
will  dand  me  in  dead  in  his  life, 
which  I  fhall  not  publifli  with  the 
fird  edition  of  his  works. 

Rejoice  with  me  that  I  have 
done  with  Julian,  and  am  returned 
to  my  old  indolence,  which  date  I 
will  keep  in  as  long  as  I  can.  But 
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now  the  third  volume  of  the  D.  L. 
begins  to  look  me  in  the  face,  and 
I  have  promifed,  you  will  find,  a 
fecond  volume  of  Julian.  But  I 
make  my  promifes  like  a  young 
courtier  ;  and  keep  my  countenance 
when  I  break  them,  like  an  old 
one.  The  B.  L.  has  fent  me  his 
Paftoral  Charge.  It  is  a  very 
primitive  difcourfe,  and  what  is 
more,  a  very  good  one.  The  fe¬ 
cond  earthquake  has  much  fright¬ 
ened  that  colluvies  of  filth,  the 
court  and  city.  Pray  God  it  may 
reform  them.  But  we  feem  a 
people  devoted  to  deftrudion. 

Have  you  feen  lord  Halifax’s 
book  of  Maxims  ?  He  was  ihe 
ableft  man  of  bufinefs  in  his  time. 
You  will  not  find  the  depth  of 
Rochefoucault’s,  nor  his  maligni¬ 
ty.  Licence  enough,  as  to  reli¬ 
gion.  They  axe  many  of  them 
very  folid  ;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf 
were  made  occafionally,  as  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  thofe  times  occurred,  while 
he  was  in  bufinefs.  And  we  lofe 
half  their  worth  by  not  knowing 
the  occafions.  Several  of  them  are 
the  commoneft  thoughts,  or  mod: 
obvious  truths,  prettily  turned  : 
fome,  Hill  lower,  pay  us  with  the 
jingling  of  Gund  for  fenfe. 

Bilhop  Berkely,  of  Ireland,  has 
publifheda  thing  of  a  very  different 
fort,  but  much  in  the  fame  form, 
which  he  calls  queries,  very  well 
worth  attending  toby  the  Irilh  na¬ 
tion.  He  is  indeed  a  great  man, 
and  the  only  vifionary  I  ever  knew 
that  was. 

I  fuppofe  this  (hallow  dirty 
Brooke  *  you  have  been  dabbling 
in  may  fancy  me  to  be  the  author 
of  a  foolifh  pamphlet  writ  againft 


him.  I  know  fome  of  Dr.  M's 
friends  fufpedled  me  to  be  the  au¬ 
thor.  I  have  heard  it  was  the  Lay. 
Dodwell’s.  If  this  be  Brooke’s 
ground  of  abufe,  he  does  me  much 
lefs  honour  than  Wefton  did. 

Pray  once  more  let  me  know  that 
you  are  in  earned  with  your  plain, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  Sc c. 

P.  S.  Pray  did  you  feel  either 
of  thefe  earthquakes  ?  They  have 
made  Whifton  ten  times  madder 
than  ever.  He  went  to  an  alehoufe 
at  Mile  End  to  fee  one,  who,  it 
was  faid,  had  predicted  the  earth¬ 
quakes.  The  man  told  him  it  was 
true,  and  that  he  had  it  from  an 
angel.  Whifton  rejected  this  as 
apocryphal.  For  he  was  well  af- 
fured  that,  if  the  favour  of  this  fe- 
cret  was  to  be  communicated  to 
any  one,  it  would  be  to  himfelf. 
He  is  fo  enraged  at  Middleton, 
that  he  has  juft  now  quarrelled 
downright  with  the  fpeakcr  for 
having fpoke  a  good  word  for  him 
many  years  ago  in  the  affair  of  the 
mafterfhip  of  the  Charter  Hpufe. 
The  fpeaker  the  other  day  fent  for 
him  to  dinner ;  he  faid  he  would 
not  come.  His  lady  fent;  he 
would  not  come.  She  went  to  him, 
and  clambered  up  into  his  garret 
to  afx  him  about  the  earthquake  ! 
He  told  her,  Madam,  you  are  a 
virtuous  woman,  you  need  not 
Far,  none  but  the  wicked  will  be 
deftroyed.  You  will  efcape.  I  would 
not  give  the  fame  promife  to  your 
hufband.” — What  will  this  poor 
nation  come  to!  In  the  condition 
of  troops  between  two  fires  ;  the 
madnefs  of  irreligion,  and  the  mad- 
nefs  of  fanaticifm. 


*  Mr.  Zachary  Brooke  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge* 
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LETTER  XLVII. 

Prior  Parky  J-tdj  5,  1752. 

I  am  glad  you  received  your 
papers  back  fafe.  What  came  into 
my  head  fince  concerning  them, 
was  only  this. — I  think  you  have 
taken  notice  of  the  famous  Cha¬ 
racters  of  Theophrakus,  where  paf- 
fions  and  not  men  are  coloured. 
Pray  would  an  obfervation  fome- 
thing  like  this  be  worth  the  mak¬ 
ing  ? — Dramatic  poets  would  be 
likely  to  juftify  the  fault  you  con¬ 
demn  by  the  example  of  that  great 
maker.  But  you  may  fay  it  would 
be  by  the  fame  indifcretion,  a 
painter  would  be  guilty  of,  who 
fnould  employ7'  the  excellent  co¬ 
lours  he  rinds  upon  the  pallet  of 
a  great  maker,  in  the  fame  kate 
they  lie  there,  fimple  and  unmixed, 
and  without  compounding,  to  fit 
them  for  that  infinite  variety  of 
{hades  and  tints,  requifite  for  the 
exprekion  of  exiking  nature. 

tc  I  am  glad  you  don’t  dikike  my 
improvements  of  the  Divine  Lega¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  which  I  will 
tell  you  an  anecdote,  that,  how¬ 
ever,  for  aught  I  know,  I  have 
told  you  before.  But  it  is  no  great 
matter  if  1  have.  When  the  London 
clergy  pretended  to  be  alarmed, 
and  took  fire  at  the  Divine  Lega¬ 
tion,  and  were  encouraged  in  their 
violence  by  Potter,  the  late  arch- 
bifhop  (who,  however,  had  the 
meannefs,  when  I  expokulated  the 
matter  with  him,  to  deny  every 
thing)  ;  he  and  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  perfuade  certain  perfons 
of  great  name  for  learning,  with 
them,  (amongk  the  rek  one,  who 
had  been  a  little  before  in  a  con- 
troverfy  with  Middleton,  about 
his  letter  to  Waterland,)  to  write 
againk  my  book.  -  They  gave  out 


they  had  engaged  thefc  confider- 
able  hands  in  this  fervice,  who 
were  to  demolifh  the  book.  On 
which  I  refolved  to  be  prepared 
for  them  (who,  by  the  way,  thought 
better  of  it),  and  give  it  the  fe¬ 
vered  examination  myfelf.  I  fet 
about  this  work  with  great  care. 

I  detected  (which  I  dare  fay  you 
will  think  I  was  bek  able  to  do) 
all  the  weak  parts  of  it.  I  (hewed 
no  mercy  to  them;  and  then  en¬ 
deavoured  to  defend  them,  the  bek 
I  could.  I  went  through  the  work, 
and  committed  it  to  paper;  which, 
I  thought,  I  fnould  foon  have  ufe 
enough  of.  But  what  do  you  think 
was  the  iffue  ?  In  the  firk  place,  as 
I  faid,  thefe  heros  of  literature 
refufed  to  be  engaged.  But,  in 
their  kead,  there  was  an  army  of 
A^olunteers.  My  bufinefs  with  thefe 
was  merely  curiofity.  I  wanted 
to  fee  if  any  of  them  had  hit  upon 
the  weak  parts,  I  had  been  with 
fo  much  pains  providing  for.  And 
I  can  allure  you,  that  not  one  of 
them  has  been  yet  found  out  by  my 
enemies  ;  and  do  yet  remain  a  fe~ 
cret  between  God,  my  confidence, 
and  my  friends.  By  my  friends, 
I  mean  all  thofe  men  of  true  learn¬ 
ing,  who,  without  doubt,  fee  them 
as  well  as  I  do  ;  but  for  the  fake  of 
other  things,  which,  if  not  well 
executed,  they  have  the  candour 
to  believe  well  intended,  think 
ought  to  be  pardoned,  and  not  ob¬ 
jected  to  a  fallible  author. 

You  talk  of  Jackfon’s  Chrono- 
logy,  on  which  occafion  you  quote 
a  line  of  Mr.  Pope,  which  he  would 
have  envied  you  the  application  of, 
and  would  certainly  have  drawn  a 
new  character  of  a  di-vine  Antiqua¬ 
rian ,  for  the  pleafure  of  applying 
this  line  to  him.  As  for  jackfon, 
you  would  hardly  think  (after 

what 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


what  had  palled  between  us)  that 
all  his  account  of  the  myfteries 
fhould  be  one  entire  theft  from  me, 
a  tranfcript  of  my  account,  without 
one  word  of  acknowledgment :  for 
which  I  (hall  make  him  all  due 
acknowledgments  in  a  note.  The 
wretch  has  fpent  his  days  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  juft  as  your 
vagabonds  do  in  the  ftreets  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  one  unvaried  courfe  of  beg¬ 
ging  i  railing,  and  (lealiug. 

The  Bifhop  of  Exeter’s  book 
againft  the  Methodifts  is,  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  compofed  well  en¬ 
ough  (though  it  be  a  bad  copy  of 
Stilling  fleet's  famous  book  of  the 
F  anaticifm  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ) 
to  do  the  execution  he  intended. 

* — In  pulhing  the  Methodifts,  to 
make  them  like  every  thing  that  is 
bad,  he  compares  their  fanaticifm 
to  the  ancient  myfteries;  but  as  the 
myfteries,  if  they  had  ever  been 
good,  were  not  in  the  bifhop's 
opinion,  bad  enough  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  therefore  endeavours  to 
(hew,  againft  me,  that  they  were 
abominations  even  from  the  be¬ 
ginning.  As  this  contradicts  all 
antiquity  fo  evidently,  I  thought 
it  would  be  ridiculous  in  me  to 
take  any  notice  of  him. 

Ourexcellentfriend,  Mr.  Charles 
Yorke,  e  ft:  aped*  narrowly  with  his 
life.  This  makes  me  think  all  the 
reft  a  trifle  :  though  he  has  loft 
(together  with  excellent  chambers 
of  his  own)  an  excellent  library, 
and  what  is  irreparable,  all  the 
ftate  papers  of  his  great  uncle.  Lord 
Somers,  thirty  or  forty  volumes 


*  653 

in  folio,  full  of  very  material  things 
for  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times ; 
which  I  fpeak  upon  my  own  know¬ 
ledge. 

Poor  Forfter  (whom  I  have  juft 
received  a  letter  from)  js  over¬ 
whelmed  with  defolation  for  the 
lofs  of  his  mafter.  I  quoted  his 
cafe  to  our  friend  Balguy  for  his 
confolation.  But  you  fay — I  will 
have  no  mafier—  which,  I.  confefs, 
is  the  beft  confolation  of  all. — 
Reckon  upon  it,  that  Durham  goes 
to  fome  noble  ecclefiaftic.  ’Tis  a 
morfel  only  for  them.  Our  Grandees 
have  at  laft  found  their  way  back 
into  the  church.  I  only  wonder 
they  have  been  fo  long  about  it. 
But  be  allured  that  nothing  but  a 
new  religious  revolution,  to  fweep 
away  the  fragments  that  Harry  the 
Eighth  left,  after  banqueting  his 
courtiers,  will  drive  them  out 
again.  7'he  church  has  been  of  old 
the  cradle  and  the  throne  of  the 
younger  nobility.  And  this  nurftng 
mother  will,  I  hope,  once  more  vie 
with  old  imperious  Berecynthia — ■ 

l 

Laeta  Deum  partu,  centum  complexa 
Nepotes, 

Omnes  Caslicolas,  oraaes  supera  alta 
tenentes. 

You  mention  Noah’s  ark.  1 
have  really  forgot  what  I  faid  of 
it  t.  But  I  fuppofe  I  compared  the 
church  to  it,  as  many  a  grave  di. 
vine  has  done  before  me.  The 
Rabbins  make  the  giant  Gog  or 
Magog  contemporary  with  Noah, 
and  convinced  by  his  preaching, 
fo  that  he  was  difpofed  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  ark.  But  here  lay 


*  From  a  fire  at  Lincoln's  Inn. 

+  The  following  feet  ns  to  be  tiie  paflage  referred  to.  It  is  in  Letter  XL  VI.  “  The 
Church,  like  the  ark  of  Noah,  is  worth  laving  ;  not  for  the  fake  of  the  unclean  hearts 
and  vermin  that  almolt  filled  it,  and  probably  made  molt  noife  and  clamour  in  it,  but 
for  the  little  corner  of  rationality,  that  was  as  much  diftreffed  bv  the  ftench  within  as 
the  tern  pelt  without.” 
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the  di  ft  refs ;  it  by  no  means  fuited 
his  dimenfions.  Therefore  as  he 
could  not  enter  in,  he  contented 
himfeif  to  ride  upon  it  aft  ride. 
And  though  you  may  fuppofe  that, 
in  that  ftormy  weather,  he  was 
more  than  half  boots  over,  he  kept 
his  feat,  and  difmounted  fafely 
when  the  ark  landed  on  Mount 
Ararat.  Imagine  now  to  yourfelf 
this  illuftrious  cavalier  mounted 
on  his  hackney:  and  fee  if  it  does 
not  bring  before  you  the  church, 
beftrid  by  forne  lumpifh  minifter  of 
ft  ate,  who  turns  and  winds  it  at 
his  pleafure.  The  only  difference 
is,  that  Gog  believed  the  preacher 
of  rightecufnefs  and  religion. 

I  am,  &c. 

LETTER  LX. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  our 
good  friend  is  a  little  whimfical  as 
a  philofopher,  or  a  poet,  in  his 
project  of  improving  himfeif  in 
men  and  manners ;  though  as  a 
fine  gentleman,  extremely  fafhion- 
able  in  his  fcheme.  But,  as  I  dare 
fay,  this  is  a  character  he  is  above, 
fell  him  I  would  recommend  to  him 
a  voyage  now  and  then  with  me 
round  the  Park;  oftentimes  more 
eafe,  and  ten  thoufand  times  more 
profit,  than  making  th z grand  tour  ; 
whether  he  choofes  to  confider  it 
in  a  philofophico-poetical,  or  in  an 
eccleftaftico-political  light. 

Let  us  fuppofe  his  mind  bent 
on  improvements  in  poetry.  What 
can  afford  nobler  hints  for  pafioral 
than  the  cows  and  the  milk-women 
at  your  entrance  from  Spring  Gar¬ 
dens  ?  As  you  advance,  you  have 
noble  fubjedis  for  comedy  and  farce, 
from  one  end  of  the  Mall  to  the 
other  ;  not  to  fay  fatire  ;  to  which 
our  worthy  friend  has  a  kind  of 
propenfity. 


As  you  turn  to  the  left  you  foon 
arrive  at  Rofamond’ s  Pond ,  long 
confecrated  to  difaftrous  love,  and 
elegiac  poetry.  The  Bird-cage - 
nvalk,  which  you  enter  next,  fpeaks 
its  own  influence,  and  infpires  you 
with  the  gentle  fpirit  of  madrigal 
and  fonnet.  When  we  come  to 
Duck  Ifiandy  we  have  a  double 
chance  for  fuccefs,  in  the  georgic 
or  didadlie  poetry,  as  the  governor 
of  it,  Stephen  Duck,  can  both  in- 
ftrud  our  friend  in  the  breed  of  his 
wiki  fowl,  and  lend  him  of  his 
genius  to  ling  their  generations. 

“  But  now,  in  finifhing  our  tour, 
we  come  to  a  place  indeed,  the 
feed-plot  of  Dettingen  and  Fon- 
tenoy,  the  place  of  trumpets  and 
kettle-drums,  of  horfe  and  foot 
guards,  the  Parade.  The  place  of 
heroes  and  demi-gods,  the  eternal 
fource  of  the  greater  poetry,  from 
whence  fprings  that  acme  of  human 
things,  an  epic  poem ;  to  which 
our  friend  has  confecrated  all  his 
happier  hours. 

But  fuppofe  his  vifions  for  the 
bays  be  now  changed  for  the 
brighter  vifions  of  the  mitre,  here 
fl ill  inuft  be  his  circle;  which  on 
one  fide  prefents  him  with  thofe 
auguft  towers  of  St.  James’s,  which, 
though  neither  feemly  nor  fublime, 
yet  ornament  that  place  where  the. 
balances  arepreferved,  which  weigh 
out  liberty  and  property  to  the 
nations  all  abroad  :  and  on  the 
other,  with  that  faered  venerable 
dome  of  St.  Peter,  which,  though 
its  head  rifes  and  remains  in  the 
clouds,  yet  carries  in  its  bowels 
the  very  flower  and  quinteflenee  of 
ecclefiaftical  policy. 

This  is  enough  for  any  one 
who  only  wants  to  ftudy  men  for 
his  u£e.  But  if  our  afpiring  friend 
would  go  higher,  and  ftudy  human, 
nature  in  and  for  itfelf,  he  muft 

take 
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take  a  much  larger  tour  than  that 
of  Europe.  He  muft  go  firft  and 
catch  her  undrefled,  nay  quite 
naked,  in  North  America  and  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  may 
then  examine  how  fhe  appears 
crampt,  con  traced,  and  buttoned 
clofe  up  in  the  ilrai t  tunic  of  law 
and  cuftom,  as  in  China  and  japan  ; 
or  fpread  out  and  enlarged  above 
her  common  fize,  in  the  long  and 
flowing  robe  of  enthufiafm,  amongft 
the  Arabs  and  Saracens.  Or  laftly, 
as  fhe  flutters  in  the  old  rags  of 
worn-out  policy  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  almoft  ready  to  run 
back,  naked  to  the  deferts,  as  on 
the  Mediterranean  coaft  of  Africa. 
Thefe,  tell  him,  are  the  grand 
fcenes  for  the  true  philofopher, 
for  the  citizen  of  the  world,  to 
contemplate.  The  tour  of  Europe  is 
like  the  entertainment  that  Plutarch 
fpeaks  of,  which  Pompey’s  hoft  of 
Epirus  gave  him.  There  were 
many  difhes,  and  they  had  a  feem- 
ing  variety  ;  but  when  he  came  to 
examine  them  narrowly,  he  found 
them  all  made  out  of  one  hog,  and 
indeed  nothing  but  pork  differently 
difguifed. 

This  is  enough  for  our  friend. 
But  to  you  who  have,  as  Mr. 
Locke  exprefles  it,  large  found  and 
round-about  fenfe ,  I  have  fomething 
more  to  fay.  Though,  indeed,  I 
perfectly  agree  with  you,  that  a 
fcholar  by  profeflion,  who  knows 
how  to  employ  his  time  in  ftudy, 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  would 
be  more  than  fantaftical,  he  would 
be  mad,  to  go  rambling  rourd  Eu¬ 
rope,  though  his  fortune  would 
permit  him.  For  to  travel  with 
profir,  muft  be  when  his  faculties 
are  at  the  height,  his  ftudies  ma¬ 
tured  ;  and  ail  his  reading  frefh  in 
his  head.  But  to  wafte  a  ccnfi. 


derable  foace  of  time,  at  fuch  a 
period  of  life,  is  worfe  than  fui- 
cide.  Yet,  for  all  this,  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature,  (the  only 
knowledge,  in  the  largeft  fenfe 
of  it,  worth  a  wife  man’s  concern 
or  care)  can  never  be  well  acquired 
without  feeing  it  under  all  its  dif- 
guifes  and  diftortions,  arifing  from 
abfurd  governments  and  monftrous 
religions,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe;  iherefoie,  I  think,  a  col- 
leflion  of  the  beft  voyages  no  def- 
picable  part  of  a  philofopher’s  li¬ 
brary.  Perhaps  there  will  be 
found  more  drofs  in  this  fort  of  li¬ 
terature,  even  when  felefied  moft 
carefully,  than  in  any  other.  But 
no  matter  for  that ;  fuch  a  col- 
leffion  will  contain  a  great  and 
folid  treafure. 

The  report  you  fpeak  of  is 
partly  falfe,  with  a  mixture  of 
truth ;  and  and  is  a  thing  that 
touches  me  fo  little,  that  1  never 
mentioned  it  to  any  of  my  friends, 
who  did  not  chance  to  afk  about  it, 
I  have  no  fecrets  that  I  would  have 
fuch  to  you.  I  would  have  it  fb  to 
others,  merely  becaufe  it  is  an  im¬ 
pertinent  thing,  that  concerns  nobo¬ 
dy  •  and  its  being  in  common  report, 
which  nobody  gives  credit  to,  co¬ 
vers  the  fecret  the  better,  inftead 
of  divulging  it.  The  fmple  faff  is 
only  this :  that  not  long  fince,  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  fent  word,  by 
a  noble  perfon,  to  Mr.  Alien,  that 
he  had  a  purpofe  of  afking  the  king 
for  the  Deanery  of  Briftol  for  me, 
if  it  fliould  become  vacant  while 
he  is  in  credit,  as  a  thing  which, 
he  fuppofed,  would  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  us,  on  account  of  its 
neighbourhood  to  this  place.  And 
now'’,  my  deareft  friend,  you  have 
the  whole  fecret,  and  a  very  foolifh 
one  it  is.  If  it  comes,  as  FaJftafF 
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fays  of  honour,  it  comes  svdooked  for , 
and  there's  cm  end.  But  he  had  a 
good  chance,  becanfe  he  did  not  de - 
Jerque  what  he  was  fo  indifferent 
about.  What  my  chance  is  by 
this  fcale,  I  leave  to  be  adjufted 
between  my  friends  and  enemies. 

It  gives  me,  my  dear  friend,  a 
fin  cere  pleafure  to  hear  that  your 
health  feems  to  be  re- eft abli filed  ; 
and  that  the  good  couple  tied  to¬ 
gether  for  life,  the  mind  and  body, 
are  at  peace  with  one  another.  As 
for  fpirits  it  is  like/^ra?  in  marriage, 
it  will  come  hereafter. 

Shall  we  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you  at  Chriftmas  ?  You 
would  likely  meet  the  good  com¬ 
pany  you  met  here  lafb  Chriftmas, 
I  mean  Mr.  Yorke's.  You  know, 

1  hope,  the  true  efteem  Mr.  Allen 
has  for  you,  and  the  fincere  piea- 
fure  your  company  gives  him. 

LETTER  LXXXIV. 

Bedford- low,  OB.  27,  1755* 

I  heartily  condole  with  you 
in  your  diftrefs,  but  am  glad  you 
are  got  from  the  feene  of  it. 

The  politics  that  encountered 
you  on  your  coming  to  Cambridge, 
plainly  fhew  your  wife  men  are 
much  more  intent  on  themfelves 
than  the  publick  ;  other  wife  they 
would  not,  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  this, 
when  our  all  is  at  flake,  (which 
will  always  be  the  cafe  in  every 
pitiful  fquabble  with  France), 
bufy  themfelves  with  who  was  in 
or  out. 

Take  thefe  hints  while  they 
remain  in  my  memory.- — Under 
the  Norman  and  Plantagenet  lines, 
the  prerogative  rofe  or  fell  juft  as 
the  Pope  or  the  Barons  ruled  at 
icourt.  But  the  principle  of  civil 
liberty  was.  always  in  vigour.— 


The  Barons  were  a  licentious  race 
in  their  private  lives.  The  bilhops 
threw  them  out  a  bait,  which  they 
were  too  wife  to  catch  at.  Sub- 
fequent  marriage,  by  the  Imperial 
laws,  as  well  as  canons,  legiti¬ 
mated  baftards  as  to  fucceftion  : 
the  common  law  kept  them  eter¬ 
nally  in  their  ftate  of  baftardy. 
The  barons’’  caftles  were  full  of 
baftards  ;  the  very  name  was  ho¬ 
nourable.  At  a  parliament  under 
Plenry  III.  ‘  rogaverunt  omnes  epif- 
copi  ut  confentirent  quod  nati  ante 
matrimonium  effent  legitim! — et 
omnes  comitts  et  barones  una  voce 
refponderunt  quod  nolunt  leges  An¬ 
glic  mutari .”  See  Coke-Littleton, 
1.  3.  c.  6.  Sect.  40.  This  fa¬ 
mous  anfwer  has  been  quoted  a 
thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times, 
and  yet  nobody  feems  to  have  un- 
derftood  the  management.  The 
bifhops,  as  partizans  of  the  Pope, 
were  for  fubjedling  England  to  the 
imperial  and  papal  laws,  and 
therefore  began  with  a  circum- 
ftance  moft  to  the  tafte  of  the  ba¬ 
rons.  The  barons  frr.elt  the  con¬ 
trivance  ;  and  rejected  a  propor¬ 
tion  moft  agreeable  to  them,  for 
fear  of  the  confequences,  the  in- 
troduftion  of  the  imperial  laws, 
whofe  very  genius  and  efience  was 
arbitrary  defpotic  power.  Their 
anfwer  fhevvs  it,  “  Nolumus  le¬ 
ges  Angliae  mutari, ”  they  had 
nothing  to  object  to  the  reform, 
but  they  were  afraid  for  the  con- 
ftitution. 

After  the  Reformation,  the  Pro- 
teftant  divines,  as  appears  by  the 
homilies  compofed  by  the  wifeit 
and  moft  difmterefted  men,  fuch 
as  Cranmer  and  Latimer,  preached 
up  non-reftftance  very  ftrongly  ; 
but  it  was  only  to  oppofe  popery. 
The  cafe  was  this :  the  Pope 

threatened 
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threatened  to  excommunicate  and 
depofe  Edward;  he  did  put  his 
threats  in  execution  againft  Eliza- 
heth.  This  was  efteemed  fuch  a 
ftretch  of  power,  and  fo  odious, 
that  the  Jefuits  contrived  all  means 
to  {often  it.  One  was,  by  fearch- 
ing  into  the  origin  of  civil  power, 
which  they  brought  rightly  (though 
for  wicked  purpofes)  from  the 
people  ;  as  Mariana  and  others. — 
To  combat  this,  and  to  fave  the 
perfon  of  the  fovereign,  the  pro- 
teftant  divines  preached  up  divine 
right. — Hooker,  fuperior  to  every 
thing,  followed  the  truth. — But  it 
is  remarkable  that  this  non-reffft. 
ance  that  at  the  reformation  was 
employed  to  keep  out  popery,  was, 
at  the  revolution,  employed  to 
bring  it  in — fo  eternally  is  truth 
facrificed  to  politicks. 

My  dear  friend,  take  care  of 
your  health  ;  and  believe  me,  &c. 

LETTER  CXXIX. 

I  have  fent  your  appendix  to 
Bowyer.  I  have  juft  touched  it 
here  and  there  only  in  the  expref- 
fion.  If  the  colouring  be  uniform 
with  your  own,  it  is  well.  How¬ 
ever,  you  will  have  a  proof,  to 
alter  as  you  fee  fit. 

I  dont  know  whether  you  have 

* 

feen  Dr,  Young’s  comjefiures  on  ori¬ 
ginal  compojition .  He  is  the  fined 
writer  of  nonfenfe  of  any  of  this 
age.  ^  And  had  he  known  that  ori¬ 
ginal  compofition,  confifted  in  the 
manner,  and  not  in  the  matter,  he 
had  wrote  with  common  fenfe,  and 
perhaps  very  dully  under  fo  infuf- 
ferable  a  burthen.  But  the  vvifeft 
and  kind  dl  part  of  his  work,  is 
advifing  writers  to  be  original, 
and  not  imitators;  that  is,  to  be 
geniufes  rather  than  blockheads, 
Vol,  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New 


for  I  believe  nothing  but  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  qualities  made  Virgil  an 
original  author,  and  Blackmore  an 
imitator,  for  they  certainly  were 
borrowers  alike. 

Grofvenor-fquare ,  May  17,  *7 >9' 

LETTER  CLXXXVII. 

Prior  Parky  No<v.  1  5,  1766. 

I  have  your  kind  letter  of  the 
1 1  th.  As  to  Pouffe  auy  I  entirely 
agree  with  you,  that  his  long  letter 
to  his  brother  philofopher,  Hume, 
ftiews  him  to  be  a  frank  lunatick. 
His  pafiion  of  tears — his  fufpicion 
of  friends  in  the  mid  ft  of  their 
fervices — and  his  incapacity  of  be¬ 
ing  fet  right,— all  confign  him  to 
Monro.  You  give  the  true  caufe, 
too,  of  this  excels  of  phrenzy,  which 
breaks  out  on  all  occafions — the 
honed  neglect  of  our  countrymen 
in  their  tribute  to  his  importance. 
For  all  that  Hume  fays  of  him  on 
this  head,  feems  to  be  the  truth  ; 
and  as  it  is  a  truth  eafily  difcover- 
able  from  his  writings,  his  patron 
could  have  but  one  motive  in  bring¬ 
ing  him  over  (for  he  was  under  the 
protection  of  Lord  Marefhal)  and 
that  was  cherifhing  a  man  whofe 
writings  were  as  mifchievous  to 
fociety  as  his  own. 

Walpole’s  pleafantry  upon  him 
had  hafenefs  in  its  very  conception. 
It  was  written  when  the  poor  man 
had  determined  to  feek  an  afylum 
in  England  ;  and  is  therefore  juftly 
and  generoufiy  condemned  by  D’ 
Alembert.  This  conlidered,  Hume 
failed  both  in  honour  and  friend- 
fh ip,  not  to  fhcw  his  difiike  : 
which  negleCl  feems  to  have  kindled 
the  firft  fpark  of  combuftion  in  this 
madman’s  brain.  The  merits  of 
the  two  philofophers  are  foon  ad- 
jufted.  There  is  an  immenfe  dif- 
Serjes.  *  U  u  tanc?$ 
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tance  between  their  natural  genius ; 
none  at  all  in  their  exceflive  va¬ 
nity  ;  and  much  again  in  their 
good  faith.  Rouffeau’s  warmth 
has  made  him  aft  the  madman  in 
his  philofophic  enquiries,  fo  that 
be  oft  faw  not  the  mifchief  which 
he  did  :  Hume’s  coldnefs  made 
him  not  only  fee,  but  rejoice  in 
his.  But  it  is  neither  parts  nor 
logic  that  has  made  either  of 
them  philofophers ,  but  infidelity 
only  :  for  which,  to  be  fure,  they 
equally  deferve  a  pension.  Had 
the  givers  confidered  the  difference 
between  what  became  them  to  do 
in  charity ,  by  way  of  p  rote  Si  ion, 
and  what  became  them  to  do  as  a 
reward^  by  way  of  penfion ,  they 
never  had  been  reduced  to  the  low 
and  ignoble  expedient  of  having 
what  they  did  kept  a fecret .  How¬ 
ever,  the  contefation  is  very  amu- 
fing ;  and  I  fhall  be  very  forry 
if  it  flops  now  it  is  in  fo  good 
a  train.  I  fnouid  be  well  pleaf- 
ed,  particularly,  to  fee  i'o  fera- 
phic  a  madman  attack  fo  infuf- 
ferable  a  coxcomb  as  Walpole  ; 
and  I  think  they  are  only  fit  for 
one  another. 

I  could  not  but  laugh  at  your 
archnefs  in  what  you  fay  about 
Antichi  if,  You  may  think,  per¬ 
haps,  and  not  amifs,  that  a  dif- 
courfe  on  the  great  whorey  like  that 
on  the  little  one  in  Terence,  can 
be,  at  befl,  but  teaching  the  fpiri- 
tual  inamorato,  cum  ratione  infa~ 
nire  ;  but  this  may  be  fomething  ; 
and  not  fo  ufelefs  as  Parmenio 
thought  it ;  for  the  madnefs  con- 
fult  the  prophet,  Whiflon;  and 
for  the  reafony  the  interpreter 
Mede. 

The  dormitory  is  already  filled  ; 
but  what  infpirations,  as  a  library , 
it  may  give  to  the  forty  little 


fleepers  therein,  muft  be  left  to 
time,  which  reveals  all  things. 

As  to  news,  when  you  fend  me 
any,  I  had  rather  you  would  con- 
fider  yourfelf  as  my  purveyor ,  than 
my  intelligencer .  It  is  a  kind  of 
daily  bread  one  can  hardly  do  with-* 
out;  eaten  to-day  with  appetite, 
and  gone,  one  does  not  care  where, 
to-morrow.  I  am  a  great  reader  of 
hiftory,  but  a  geater  {till  of  pro. 
feffed  romances :  fo  that  you  fee 
nothing  comes  amifs  to  a  man  who 
confults  his  appetite  more  than  his 
digeftion. 

Ifuppofeyouhave  got  our  friends 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mafon  to  town.  I 
wifh  fhe  may  receive  all  the  be¬ 
nefit  they  propofe  and  hope. 


On  the  Clowns  and  Fools  of  Shakf- 
peare . 

( From  llluf  rations  of  Shakf peare* 
By  Mr,  Douce,) 

((  It  is  fo  exceedingly  clear  that 
the  terms  clown  and  fool  were  ufed, 
however  improperly,  as  fynony- 
mous  by  our  old  writers,  that  it 
would  be  an  unneceflary  occupation 
of  the  reader’s  time  to  adduce  ex¬ 
amples.  Their  confufed  introduc¬ 
tion  in  the  dramatis  perfenae  might 
indeed  render  this  pofition  doubtful 
to  any  one  who  had  not  well  con¬ 
fidered  the  matter  ;  but  although 
the  fool  of  our  old  plays  denoted 
either  a  mere  ideot  or  natural,  or 
elfe  $  witty  hireling  or  artificial 
fool,  both  retained  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  fport  for  their  employ¬ 
ers,  the  clown  was  certainly  a 
character  of  much  greater  variety. 
He  occafionally  reprefented  one  of 
the  above  perfonages;  fometimes 
he  was  a  mere  ruftic,  and  very  often 

no 
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no  more  than  a  fhrewd  and  witty 
domeftic,  There  are  fome  inftances 
in  which  any  low  charader  in  a 
play  ferved  to  amufe  the  audience 
with  his  Tallies  of  coarfe  buffoonery, 
and  thus  became  the  clown  of  the 
piece.  In  fhort,  the  theatrical 
clown  or  fool  Teems  to  have  been 
a  kind  of  heterogeneous  charafter, 
drawn  in  part  from  real  life,  but 
very  confiderably  heightened  in 
order  to  produce  ftage  effeft  ;  an 
opinion  that  derives  confiderable 
fupport  from  what  Shakfpeare  has 
put  into  the  mouth  of  Hamlet, 
when  he  makes  him  admonifh  thofe 
who  play  the  clowns  to  fpeak  no 
more  than  is  fet  down  for  them. 
Indeed  the  great  dramatift  himfelf 
cannot  be  abfolved  from  the  im¬ 
putation  of  having  given  too  high 
a  colouring  to  the  characters  in 
queflion,  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  what 
is  extremely  probable,  that  his 
plays  have  been  very  much  inter¬ 
polated  with  the  extemporaneous 
nonfenfe  of  the  players.  To  this 
licentious  practice  the  author  of 
an  excellent  and  well  written  fa- 
tire,  entitled,  PafquiTs  mad-cappe 
throwne  at  the  corruptions  of  thefe 
timesy  1626,  4to,  alludes  in  the 
following  lines  : 

4  Tell  country  players,  that  old  paltry 
jells 

Pronounced  in  a  painted  motley  coate. 
Fills  all  the  world  lo  full  of  cuckoes  nefts. 
That  nightingales  can  l'carcely  ling  a  note: 
O  bid  them  turn  their  minds  to  better 
meanings ; 

Fields  are  ill  fovrne  that  give  no  better 
gleanings.* 

“  Among  other  grave  writers 
of  the  age,  Sir  Philip  Sidney  has 
reprobated  the  practice  of  intro¬ 
ducing  fools  on  the  theatre.  He 
remarks  that  the  plays  of  his  time 
were  neither  right  tragedies  nor 
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right  comedies,  but  that  the  authors 
mingled  kings  and  clowns ;  *  not," 
fays  he,  ‘  becaufe  the  matter  fo 
carrieth  it,  but  thrufl  in  the  clowne 
by  head  and  fhoulders  to  play  a 
part  in  majeftical  matters,  with 
neither  decencie  nor  difcretion  :  fo 
as  neither  the  admiration  and  coin- 
miferaticn,  nor  the  right  fportful- 
neffe  is  by  their  mongrel!  tragi- 
comedie  obrained.5  William  Ran¬ 
kin,  a  puritan,  and  contemporary 
with  Shakfpeare,  has  left  us  a  moft 
virulent  attack  on  plays  and  play¬ 
ers,  whom  he  calls  monfters  ;  ‘  And 
whie  inonfters,*  fays  he,  ‘  Bicaufe 
under  colour  of  humanitie  they 
prefent  nothing  but  prodigious  va- 
nitie.  Thefe  are  wels  without 
water,  dead  branches  fit  for  fuell, 
cockle  amongft  come,  unwholefome 
weedes  amongft  fweete  hearbes,  and 
finallie,  feends  that  are  crept  into 
the  worlde  by  Health,  and  holde 
poffeffion  by  fubtill  invafion/  In 
another  place,  defcribing  the  per¬ 
formers  at  a  fictitious  banquet  in 
Terralbon  (England),  he  fays, 

‘  Some  transformed  themfeives  to 
roges,  other  to  ruffians,  fome  other  to 
clownesy  a  fourth  to  fooles  ......  the 

roges  were  ready,  the  ruffians  were 
rude,/A?vr  clownescladde  as  well  with 
country  condition,  as  in  ruffe  ruifet; 
theyr  fooles  as  fonde  as  might  6ef  9 
&c.  T  he  latter  paffage  is  intereft- 
ing,  becaufe  the  clown  is  properly 
diltinguifhed  from  the  fool,  as  he 
always  fhould  have  been. 

“  It  may  be  the  means  of  af¬ 
fording  a  clearer  view  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  fubjedf,  if  fomething  like  a 
claffification  of  the  different  forts 
of  fools  and  clowns  be  given.  The 
following  is.  therefore  offered  as  a 
fubftitute  for  a  better. 

i(  I.  The  general  domeftic  fooly 
often,  but  as  it  fhould  feem  impro- 
#  u  u  2  periy, 
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perly,  termed  a  clown.  He  was  1. 
a  mere  natural,  or  idiot.  2.  Silly 
■  by  nature,  yet  cunning  and  farcaf* 
tical .  3.  Artificial.  Puttenham, 

fpeaking  of  the  latrer,  fays,  *  A 
buffo une  or  counterfet  foole,  to 
here  him  fpeake  wifely  which  is 
like  himfelfe,  it  is  no  fport  at  all ; 
but  for  fiich  a  counterfeit  to  talke 
and  looke  foolifhly  it  maketh  us 
laugh,  becaufe  it  is  no  part  of  his 
natural!/  All  thefe  officiated  oc- 
cafionally  as  menial  fervants. 

ii  II.  The  clown,  who  was  i.  a 
mere  country  booby.  2.  A  witty 
rudtc.  3.  Any  fervant  of  a  fhrewd 
and  witty  difpofition,  and  who, 
like  a  limilar  charader  in  our  mo¬ 
dern  plays,  was  made  to  treat  his 
mailer  with  great  familiarity,  in 
order  to  produce  dage  effed. 

“III.  The  female  fool ,  who  was 
generally  an  idiot. 

“IV.  The  city  or  corporation  fool , 
whole  office  was  to  affid  at  public 
entertainments  and  in  pageants. 
To  this  clafs  belong  perhaps  the 
Lord  Mayor's  if  ate  fool,  and  thofe 
employed  by  the  companies  of  trades, 
&c. 

st  V.  Tavern  fools .  Thefe  feem 
to  have  been  retained  to  amufe  the 
cuftomers.  We  learn  from  one  of 
Ben  Johnfon’s  plays,  that  they  ex¬ 
hibited  with  a  Jew’s  harp,  mounted 
on  a  joint-ftool ;  and  in  another  of 
them  he  has  preferved  the  name  of 
fuch  a  charader  :  they  were  fome- 
times  qualified  to  fing  after  the 
Italian  manner.  Fools  were  alfo 
employed  in  the  common  brothels. 

VI.  The  fool  of  the  anciejit  the¬ 
atrical  myferies  and  moralities.  He 
was,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the 
Vice ,  a  fmgular  charader,  that 
would  afford  diffident  matter  for 
much  better  differtations  than  thofe 
t*i  Warbunon  or  Upton.  Being 


generally  drefled  in  a  fool's  habit, 
he  appears  to  have  been  gradually 
and  undidinguifhably  blended  with 
the  domeftic  fool ;  yet  he  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  buffoon  of  a  different  fort. 
He  was  always  a  bitter  enemy  to 
the  Devil,  and  a  part  of  his  em¬ 
ployment  confided  in  teazing  and 
tormenting  the  poor  fiend  on  every 
occafton.  He  ceafed  to  be  in 
fafhion  at  the  end  of  the  fixteenth 
century. 

“  VII.  The  fool  in  the  old  dumb 
fhows  exhibited  at  fairs,  and  perhaps 
at  inns ,  in  which  he  was  generally 
engaged  in  a  druggie  with  Death  ; 
a  fad  that  feerns  alluded  to  more 
than  once  in  Shakfpeare’s  plays.  It 
is  poffihie  that  fome  cafual  vediges 
of  this  fpecies  of  entertainment 
might  have  fuggcded  the  modern 
Englifh  pantomimes. 

“  VIII.  The  fool  in  the  Whitfun- 
ales  and  Morris  dance . 

“  IX.  The  mountebank* s  fool ,  or 
merry  Andrew. 

“  There  may  be  others  intro¬ 
duced  into  our  old  dramas  of  an 
indefinite  and  irregular  kind,  and 
not  reducible  to  any  of  the  above 
claffes  ;  but  to  exemplify  thefe  or 
many  of  the  above  by  a  fpecidc 
reference  to  authorities,  is  not 
within  the  fcope  of  the  prefent  ef- 
fay.  It  is  hoped  that  what  has 
been  jud  dated  may  contribute  to 
affid  the  readers  of  old  plays  in 
forming  fome  judgment  of  their 
own  whenever  the  neceffity  fit  all 
a  rife. 

“  A  general  invedigation  of  that 
mod  lingular  and  eccentric  charac- 
ter,  the  real  domed ic  fool,  would 
occupy  more  fpace  than  could  here 
have  been  fpared.  It  would  indeed 
extend  to  a  length  that  few  will 
conceive ;  but  (hould  the  fame 
laudable  fpirit  of  curiodtv  refped- 
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ing  the  manners  of  former  limes 
which  at  prefent  conftitutes  much 
of  the  amufement  of  an  enlightened 
public,  continue  to  maintain  its  in¬ 
fluence,  encouragement  would  not 
be  wanting  to  refume  the  fubjeft 
more  at  large.  In  the  mean  time 
it  may  be  fufficient  to  remark,  that 
the  practice  of  retaining  fools  can 
be  traced  in  very  remote  times, 
throughout  almoft  all  civilized, 

o  y 

and  even  among  fome  barbarous 
nations.  It  prevailed  from  the 
palace  to  the  brothel.  The  Pope 
had  his  fool,  and  the  bawd  hem  ; 
and  ladies  entertained  them  ofboth 
fexes.  With  refpetft  to  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  this  cuftom  in  cur  own 
country,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  it  exifted  even  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  our  Saxon  hiftory  ;  but  we 
are  quite  certain  of  the  fa<ft  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
An  almoft  contemporary  hiftorian, 
Maltre  Wace,  has  left  us  a  curious 
account  of  the  prefer  vation  of  Wil¬ 
liam’s  life  wrhen  he  was  only  Duke 
of  Normandy,  by  his  fool  Gcles, 
Mention  is  made  in  Domesday  of 
Berdic  joculator  regis ;  and  although 
this  term  was  unqueftionably  ap¬ 
plied  in  numerous  inftances  to  de¬ 
note  a  minftrel,  much  evidence 
might  be  adduced  to  fhow  that  on 
this  occafton  it  fignified  a  buffoon. 
Latin  terms  were  ufed  by  the  mid¬ 
dle-age  writers  fo  licentioufty,  and 
with  fuch  extreme  careleflfnefs,  that 
in  many  cafes  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
a  prccife  idea  of  their  meaning. 
Thus  the  jefters  and  minftrels  were 
indefinitely  expreffed  by  the  words 
joculator,  fcurra,  mimus ,  mmijlrallus. 
See,  a  practice  that  may  admit  of 
juftification  when  we  conftder  that 
in  early  times  the  minftrel  and  buf¬ 
foon  chara&ers  were  fometimes 
united  in  one  perfon.  It  mult  be 
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allowed,  however,  that  in  an  ety¬ 
mological  point  of  view,  the  terns 
joculator  is  much  better  adapted  to 
the  jefter  than  the  minftrel. 

“  The  accounts  of  the  houfehold 
expenfes  of  our  fovereigns  contain 
many  payments  and  rewards  to  fools 
both  foreign  and  aomeftic,  the  mo¬ 
tives  for  which  do  not  appear,  but 
might  perhaps  have  been  fome 
witty  fpeech  or  comic  action  that 
had  pleafed  the  donors.  Some  of 
thefe  payments  are  annual  gifts  at 
Chriftmas.  Dr.  Fuller,  fpeaking 
of  the  court  jefter,  whom  he  fays 
fome  count  a  neceffary  evil,  re¬ 
marks,  in  his  ufual  quaint  manner, 
that  it  is  an  office  which  none  but 
he  that  hath  wit  can  perform,  and 
none  but  he  that  wants  it  will  per¬ 
form.  A  great  many  names  of 
thefe  buffoons  have  been  preferred  ; 
and  fufficient  materials  remain  to 
furnifh  a  feparate  biography  of 
them,  which  might  afford  even 
more  amufement  than  can  be  found 
in  the  lives  of  many  of  their  betters. 
They  continued  an  appurtenance 
to  the  Englifh  court  to  a  late  pe¬ 
riod.  fviuckle  John,  the  fool  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  fuc- 
cefl'or  of  Archee  Armftrong,  is 
perhaps  the  laft  regular  perfonage, 
of  the  kind.  The  national  troubles 
that  produced  the  downfal  of  regal 
power,  and  the  puritanical  manners 
that  enftied,  at  once  determined  the 
exiftenee  of  an  office  that  had  fo 
long  maintained  its  ground  at  court; 
and  when  Charles  the  Second  re¬ 
fumed  the  throne,  it  was  probably 
deemed  a  matter  of  no  moment  to 
reftore  it.  The  common  (tones 
that  relate  to  Killigrew  as  jefter 
to  Charles,  reft  on  no  fufficient  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  although  he  might 
have  contributed  to  anuife  the 
witty  monarch  with  his  jokes,  it  is 

certain 
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certain  that  he  had  no  regular  ap¬ 
pointment  to  fuch  an  office.  Mr. 
Granger  has  juftly  obferved,  that 
the  wit  of  the  buffoons  became  the 
higheft  recommendation  of  a  cour¬ 
tier  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Second. 

“  Thedifcontinuanceofthecourt 
fool  had  a  considerable  influence 
on  the  manners  of  private  life;  and 
we  learn  from  one  of  Shadwell’s 
plays,  that  it  was  then  4  out  of 
falhion  for  great  men  to  keep  fools/ 
But  the  practice  was  by  no  means 
abolifhed  ;  it  maintained  its  ground 
in  this  country  fo  late  as  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  lafl  century  ;  and 
we  have  an  epitaph,  written  by 
Dean  Swift,  on  Dicky  Pearce  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk’s  fool,  who  was 
buried  in  Berkley  church-yard, 
June  18,  1728.  This  perfon  was 
an  idiot.  Lord  Chancellor  Talbot 
kept  a  Welfh  jefter  named  Rees 
Pengelding.  He  was  a  very  fhrewd 
fellow,  and  rented  a  farm  of  his 
xnafter.  Being  diftrained  on  for  his 
rent  by  an  oppreffive  fteward,  who 
had  been  a  tailor  and  bore  him  a 
grudge,  the  furly  fellow  faid  to  him 
on  this  occafion  :  (  I’ll  fit  you 
firrah/  ‘  Then/  replied  Rees,  ‘  it 
will  be  the  firfl  time  in  your  life 
that  you  ever  fitted  any  one/ 
Another  Welftiman,  called  Will 
the  taborer,  was  retained  in  a  fimi- 
lar  capacity,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  century,  by  Sir  Edward 
Stradling,  of  St.  Donat’s  caftle,  in 
Glamorganlhire.  He  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  very  witty  fellow,  and 
a  man  of  ftrong  intelledl.  Lord 
JBuffy  Manfel,  of  Margam,  had 
likewife  in  his  fervice  one  Robin 
Rufli,  an  idiot  by  nature,  but  who 
often  faid  very  witty  things.  There 
are  people  now  alive  in  Wales,  or 


lately  were,  who  well  remembered 

him. 

“  The  fort  of  entertainment  that 
fools  were  expe&ed  to  afford,  may 
be  collected  in  great  variety  from 
our  old  plays,  and  particularly  from 
thofe  of  Shakfpeare  ;  but  perhaps 
no  better  idea  can  be  formed  of 
their  general  mode  of  conduct  than 
from  the  following  paffage  in  a 
fingular  trad  by  Lodge,  entitled 
Wit’ s  Miferie,  1599,410.  ‘Immo¬ 
derate  and  difordinate  joy  became 
incorporate  in  thebodie  of  a  jeafter; 
this  fellow  in  perfon  is  comely,  in 
apparell  courtly,  but  in  behaviour  a 
very  ape,  and  no  man  ;  his  ftudie  is 
to  coine  bitter  jeaits,  or  to  Chew  an¬ 
tique  motions,  or  to  fing  baudie 
fonnets  and  ballads:  give  him  a 
little  wine  in  his  head,  he  is  con¬ 
tinually  flearing  and  making  of 
mouthes  :  he  laughs  intemperately 
at  . every  little  occafion,  and  dances 
about  the  houfe,  leaps  over  tables, 
outikips  mens’  heads,  trips  up  his 
companion’s  heeles,  burns  fack  with 
a  candle,  and  hath  all  the  feats  of  a 
lord  of  mifrule  in  the  countrie  :  feed 
him  in  his  humour,  you  (hall  have 
his  heart,  in  meere  kindnefs  he  will 
hug  you  in  his  armes,  kiffe  you  on 
the  cheeke,  and  rapping  out  an  hor¬ 
rible  oth,  crie  God’s  foule  Turn,  I 
love  you,  you  know  my  poore  heart, 
come  to  my  chamber  for  a  pipe  of 
tobacco,  there  lives  not  a  man  in 
this  world  that  I  more  honor.  In 
thefe  ceremonies  you  fhall  know  his 
courting,  and  it  is  a  fpeciall  mark  of 
him  at  the  table,  he  fits  and  makes 
faces :  keep  not  this  fellow  com¬ 
pany,  for  in  jug  ling  with  him,  your 
wardropes  fhall  be  wafted,  your 
credits  crakt,  your  crownes  con- 
fumed,  and  time  (the  moft  precious 
riches  of  the  world)  utterly  loft/ 

This 
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This  is  the  pi&ure  of  a  real  hireling 
or  artificial  fool. 

“  As  the  profeflion  of  thefe  hire- 
lings  required  a  confiderable  degree 
of  (kill  and  dexterity  to  amufe  their 
employers,  fo  it  would  in  fome  in- 
ftances  fail  of  fuccefs,  and  the  want 
of  the  above  talents  would  excite 
confiderable  difguft  and  diffatisfac- 
tion.  Cardinal  Perron  being  one 
day  in  company  with  the  Duke  of 
Mantua,  the  latter,  fpeaking  of  his 
tool,  faid  that  he  was  un  magro  buf- 
fone  &  non  haver  fpirito,  The  car- 
dinal  remarked  that  neverthelefs  he 
had  wit.  <  Why  fo  ?’  demanded 
the  Duke  ;  ‘  Becanfe,’  replied  the 
other,  ‘  he  lives  by  a  trade  which 
he  does  not  underffand.’  The  li¬ 
berties  allowed  them  were  necef- 
farily  very  great ;  but  this  was  not 
always  a  protection  to  them.  Every 
one  knows  the  difgracefuliy  fevere 
conduCt  of  ArchbiihopLaud  to  poor 
Archee,  The  Duke  D’Efpernon, 
though  a  man  of  great  haughtinefs 
of  fpirit,  conducted  himfelf  on  a 
fimilar  occafion  with  much  more 
difcretion.  His  Gafcon  accent  was 
a  conftant  fubjeCt  of  raillery  on 
the  part  of  Maret,  the  fool  of  Louis 
XIII.,  whofe  great  talent  lay  in 
mimicry.  Cardinal  Richelieu,  who 
took  upon  him  to  give  the  Duke 
fome  pointed  admonitions,  ordered 
him,  among  other  things,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  rid  of  his  provincial 
tones,  at  the  fame  time  counterfeit¬ 
ing  his  fpeech,  and  farcaftically  in- 
treating  him  not  to  take  his  ad¬ 
vice  in  bad  part.  (  But  why  fliould 
1/  replied  the  Duke,  ‘  when  I 
bear  as  much  every  day  from  the 
King's  fool  who  mocks  me  in  your 
prefence  ?’  Selden  has  remarked, 
on  a  fimilar  occafion,  that  a  gallant 
man  is  above  ill  words,  and  has 
left  us  a  ftory  of  the  forbearance 


of  the  old  Lord  Salisbury,  whom 
he  calls  a  great  wife  man,  towards 
Stone,  a  celebrated  fool  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  Firft.  Fools, 
however,  did  not  always  el’cape 
with  impunity  ;  they  were  liable  to, 
and  often  experienced,  very  fevere 
domeliic  calHgation.  Whipping 
was  the  punifhment  generally  in- 
Aided.  On  the  other  hand  they 
appear  to  have  been  fometimes  ufed 
with  great  tendernefs.  This  is 
very  feelingly  exemplified  in  the 
conduCt  of  Lear.  Stafford,  in  his 
Guide  of  Honour ,  1634,  18  mo.  tells 
us,  that  he  ‘  had  knowne  a  great 
and  competently  wife  man  who 
would  much  refpeCt  any  man  that 
was  good  to  his  foole.’  An  op¬ 
portunity  here  prefects  itfelf  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  old  proverb  ‘  five 
pounds;  you’ve  bled  a  fool,’  which, 
advening  to  the  ufual  privilege  or 
allowance  belonging  to  this  charac¬ 
ter,  feems  to  demand  a  forfeit  from 
whoever  had  infringed  it  by  in¬ 
flicting  an  improper  and  unlawful 
chaftifement.  This  expofition  de¬ 
rives  fupport  from  a  paflage  in  Ben 
Jonfon’s  Ftx,  and  alfo  contributes 
to  its  illuftration. 

“  In  the  fecond  aCt  there  is  a 
fong  defcribing  a  fool,  in  which 
it  is  faid  that  he  ‘  fpeaks  truth  free 
from  {laughter.*  This  has  been 
with  fome  ingenuity  fuppofed  to 
mean  ( free  from  hurting  any  one.* 
The  other  conftruCtion  may  per¬ 
haps  be  thought  as  plaufible. 

“  With  refpeCt  to  his  office  on 
the  ftage,  we  may  fuppofe  it  would 
be  nearly  the  fame  as  in  reality  ; 
the  difference  might  be  that  his  wit 
was  more  highly  feafoned.  Mr. 
Malone  has  already  cited  a  very  cu¬ 
rious  paflage  on  this  fubjed  from 
the  play  of  The  Carelefs  Sbepherdrfs, 
1656.  In  Middleton’s  Mayor  of 

Qjiinborough9 
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Qtiinborough ,  a  company  of  aClors 
with  a  clown  make  their  appear¬ 
ance,  and  the  following  dialogue 
enfues  : 

4  First  Cheater. 

*  This  is  oar  clown.  Sir. 

‘  Simon. 

*  Fye,  fye,  your  company 

Muft  fall  upon  him  and  beat  him;  he’s 
too  fair,  i’  faith 
To  make  the  people  laugh. 

4  First  Ch eater. 

*  Not  as  he  may  be  drcffed,  Sir. 

*  Simon. 

*  ’Faith,  drefs  him  how  you  will.  I’ll  give 

him 

That  gift,  he  Mill  never  look  half  fcurvily 
enough. 

Oh,  the  clowns  that  I  have  feen  in  my 
time ! 

The  very  peeping  out  of  one  of  them 
would  have 

Made  a  young  heir  laugh,  though  his 
father  lay  a  dying  . 

A  man  undone  in  law  the  day  before 
(The  l’ad deft  cafe  that  can  be)  might  for 
his  fecond 

Have  burft  himfelf  with  laughing,  and 
ended  all 

His  miferies.  Here  was  a  merry  world, 
my  matters  ! 

Some  talk  of  things  of  Irate,  of  puling 
fluff ; 

There’s  nothing  in  a  play  like  to  a  clown. 
If  he  have  the  grace  to  hit  on  it,  that’s 
the  thing  indeed. 

i  Simon. 

4  Away  then,  fhift,  clown  to  thy  motley 
crupper.’ 

it  Whoever  is  defirous  of  obtain¬ 
ing  general  and  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  great  variety 
of  dreffes  that;  belong  to  fome  of 
the  charaCV.rs  in  queftion  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods,  muft  ft  tidy  ancient 
prints  and  paintings,  and  efpecially 
the  miniatures  that  embellifh  ma- 
nufcripts.  Thefe  will  afford  fuffi. 
cient  fpecimens  ;  but  the  difficulty 
of  ascertaining  how  the  theatrical 
JocjU  and  clowns  of  Shakefpeare’s 
time  were  always  habited,  is  in- 
fuperable.  In  fome  inftances  the 
plays  themfelves  affift  by  peculiar 


references  that  leave  but  little 
doubt  ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  in 
general.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
our  artiftsdid  not  appropriate  more 
of  their  labours  to  the  reprefen ta- 
tion  of  theatrical  fubjefts,  and  the 
fortunate  difcovery  of  a  fingle  an¬ 
cient  painting  of  this  kind  would 
be  of  more  importance  than  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  conjectural  difi'ertations. 
As  it  may  be  prefumed  that  former 
theatrical  managers  exhibited  with 
fidelity  on  the  ftage  the  manners  of 
their  own  times,  a  reference  to  the 
materials  which  remain  to  illuf- 
trate  the  drefs  of  the  real  fools, 
may  fupply  the  defect  before  al¬ 
luded  to. 

(i  It  may  be  collected  both  from 
the  plays  themfelves,  and  from  va¬ 
rious  other  authorities,  that  the 
coftume  of  the  domeftic  fool  in 
Shakfpeare’s  time  was  of  two 
forts.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  the  coat 
was  motley  or  parti-coloure  I,  and 
attached  to  the  body  by  a  girdle, 
with  bells  at  the  Ikirts  and  elbows, 
though  not  always.  The  breeches 
and  hofe  clofe,  and  fometimes  each 
leg  of  a  different  colour.  A  hood 
refembling  a  monk’s  cowl,  which, 
at  a  very  early  period,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  defigned  to  imitate,  covered 
the  head  entirely,  and  fell  down 
over  part  of  the  breaft  and  fhould- 
ers.  It  was  fometimes  decorated 
with  affes’  ears,  or  elfe,  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  neck  and  head  of  a 
cock,  a  fafhion  as  old  as  the  four¬ 
teenth  century.  It  often  had  the 
comb  or  creft  only  of  the  animal, 
whence  the  term  cock/comb  or  cox¬ 
comb  was  afterwards  ufed  to  denote 
any  filly  upftart.  This  fool  ufually 
carried  in  his  hand  an  official  fceptre 
or  bauble,  which  was  a  fhort  ftick 
ornamented  at  the  end  with  the 
figure  of  a  fool’s  head,  or  fome- 
■  -  "  times 
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times  with  that  of  a  doll  or  pup¬ 
pet.  To  this  inftrument  there  was 
frequently  annexed  an  inflated  fkin 
or  bladder,  with  which  the  fool 
belaboured  thofe  who  offended  him, 
or  with  whom  he  was  inclined  to 
make  fport ;  this  was  often  ufed  by 
itfelf,  in  lieu,  as  it  (hould  feem, 
of  a  bauble.  The  form  of  it  va¬ 
ried,  and  in  forne  inftances  was  ob- 
fcene  in  the  higheft  degree.  It  was 
not  always  filled  with  air,  but  oc- 
cafionally  with  fand,  or  peafe. 
Sometimes  a  ftrong  bat  or  club  was 
fubflituted  for  the  bauble.  In  the 
fecond  tale  of  the  priefts  of  Peblis, 
a  man  who  counterfeits  a  fool  is  de- 
fcribed  {  with  club  and  bel  and 
partie-eote  with  eiris;’  but  it  af¬ 
terwards  appears  that  he  had  both 
a  club  and  a  bauble.  In  an  inven¬ 
tory  of  the  goods  of  the  ancient 
company  of  Saint  George  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  mention  is  made  of  ‘  two 
habits,  one  for  the  club-bearer , 
another  for  his  man,  who  are  now 
called  fools  ;*  and  the  author  of 
Tarlton's  News  out  of  Purgatory , 
1630,  4-to,  defcribes  a  dream  in 
which  he  faw  f  one  attired  in  ruf- 
fet  with  a  button’d  cap  on  his 
head,  a  great  bag  by  his  fide,  and 
a  ftrong  bat  in  his  hand,  fo  artifi¬ 
cially  attired  for  a  clowne,  as  I 
began  to  call  Tarlton’s  wonted 
fhape  to  remembrance.* 

“  In  fome  old  prints  the  fool  is 
reprefented  with  a  fort  of  flapper 
or  rattle  ornamented  with  bells. 
It  feems  to  have  been  conftruded 
of  two  round  and  flat  pieces  of 
wood  or  pafteboard,  and  is,  no 
doubt,  a  veflige  of  the  crotalum 
ufed  by  the  Roman  mimes  or 
dancers.  This  implement  was  ufed 
for  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  bladder, 
and  occafionally  for  correfling  the 
fool  himfelf  whenever  he  behaved 


with  too  much  licentioufnefs.  Such 
a  caftigation  is  aftually  exhibited 
in  one  ancient  German  edition  of 
the  Ship  of  Fools,  by  Sebaftiart 
Brandt  ;  but  the  ufual  runifhment 
on  this  occaflon  was  a  Ample  whip¬ 
ping.  In  fome  old  plays  the  fool’s 
dagger  is  mentioned,  perhaps  the 
fame  inf  rumen  t  as  was  carried  by 
the  Vice  or  buffoon  of  the  Mo¬ 
ralities  ;  and  it  may  be  as  well  to 
obferve  in  this  place,  that  the  do- 
meftic  fool  is  fometimes,  though  it 
is  prefumed  improperly,  called  the 
Vice.  The  dagger  of  the  latter 
was  made  of  a  thin  piece  of  lath; 
and  the  ufe  he  generally  made  of  it 
was  to  belabour  the  Devil.  It 
appears  that  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
time  the  archbilhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury’s  fool  had  a  wooden  dagger 
and  coxcomb.  In  Greene’s  play 
of  Fryer  Bacon,  the  fool  fpeaks  of 
his  dagger.  In  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher’s  Noble  Gentleman ,  a  per- 
fon  being  compared  to  a  fool,  it  is 
added  that  he  lhould  wear  a  guarded 
coat  and  a  great  wooden  dagger . 
In  Chapman’s  Widow's  Tears,  an 
upftart  governor  is  termed  *  a 
wooden  dagger  gilded  o’er;’  and 
Rabelais  has  made  Panurge  give 
Triboulet  the  fool  a  wooden  fword. 
In  an  old  German  print  a  fool  is 
reprefented  with  a  fword  like  a 
faw. 

ii  The  other  drefs,  and  which 
feems  to  have  been  more  common 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  was 
the  long  petticoat.  This  origi¬ 
nally  appertained  to  the  idiot  or 
natural  fool,  and  was  obvioufly 
adopted  for  the  purpofes  of  clean- 
linefs  and  concealment.  Why  it 
came  to  be  ufed  for  the  allowed 
fool  is  not  fo  apparent.  It  was, 
like  the  firft,  of  various  colours, 
the  material*  often  coldly,  as  of 

velvet, 
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velvet,  and  guarded  or  fringed 
with  yellow.  In  one  inftance  we 
have  a  yellow  leather  doublet.  In 
Bancroft’s  Epigrams,  1639,  quarto, 
there  is  one  addreffed  ‘  to  a  giglot 
with  hergreene  fickneffe,’  in  which 
are  thefe  Tines : 

«  Thy  ficknefs  mocks  thy  pride,  that’s 
feldom  feene, 

But  in  fool’s  yellow,  and  the  lover’s 
greene.’ 

And  a  manufcript  note  in  the  time 
of  the  commonwealth  ftates  yellow 
to  have  been  the  fool’s  colour.  This 
petticoat  drefs  continued  to  a  late 
period,  and  has  been  feen  not  many 
years  fince  in  fome  of  the  inter¬ 
ludes  exhibited  in  Wales. 

“  But  the  above  were  by  no 
means  the  only  modes  in  which  the 
domeftic  fools  were  habited.  Many 
variations  can  be  traced.  The  hood 
was  not  always  furmounted  with 
the  cock’s  comb,  in  lieu  of  which 
a  tingle  bell  and  occafionally  more 
appeared.  Sometimes  a  feather 
was  added  to  the  comb.  In  the 
old  morality  of  The  longer  thou 
linjejl  the  more  foole  thou  art}  Moros 
the  fool  fays, 

*  By  my  trouth  the  thing  that  I  defire 
molt 

Is  in  my  cappe  to  have  a  goodly  feather.' 

u  The  head  was  frequently 
fhaved  in  imitation,  or  perhaps  ri¬ 
dicule  of  a  monk’s  crown.  This 
praftice  is  very  ancient,  and  can 
be  traced  to  the  twelfth  century. 
In  one  inftanee  the  hair  exhibits  a 
fort  of  triple  or  Papal  crown.  The 
tails  of  foxes  or  fquirrels  were  often 
fufpended  to  the  garment.  God¬ 
frey  Gobilwe,  the  fool  in  Haws’s 
Paftime  of  Pleafure ,  1 5 17,  4to,  is 
defcribed  as  fo  habited.  In  The 
Pope’s  Funeral ,  1605,  4t0>  the 

author  fays,  6  I  fhall  prove  him 


fuch  a  noddy  before  I  leave  him* 
that  all  the  world  will  deeme  him 
worthy  to  weare  in  his  forehead  a 
coxcombe  for  his  foolithnefs,  and 
on  his  back,  a  fox  tayle  for  his 
badge.’  It  was  likewife  the  drefs 
of  the  fool  in  the  plough  pageant 
and  morris  dance.  One  might  al- 
moft  conclude  that  this  cuftom  was 
defigned  to  ridicule  a  fafhion  that 
prevailed  among  the  ladies  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  and 
which  is  mentioned  by  the  author 
of  the  old  chronicle  of  England, 
erroneoufly  afcribed  to  Caxton  the 
printer,  in  the  following  terms, 

‘  And  the  women  more  nyfely  yet 
pafled  the  men  in  aray  and  coriouf- 
laker,  for  they  were  fo  flreyt 
clothed  that  they  let  hange  fox  tall¬ 
ies  fowed  bineth  within  her  clothes 
for  to  hele  and  hide  thir  a — ,  the 
which  difguifinges  and  pride  per- 
adventure  afterward  brouzt  forth 
and  encaufed  many  mifhappes  and 
mefchief  in  the  reame  of  Englond.* 
The  idiot  or  natural  was  often 
clothed  in  a  calf  or  theep’s  ikin. 

i(  A  large  purfe  or  wallet  at  the 
girdle  is  a  very  ancient  part,  of  the 
tool’s  drefs.  Tarlton,  who  per- 
fonated  the  clowns  in  Shakefpeare’s 
time,  appears  to  have  worn  it. 
The  budget  given  by  Panurge  to 
Triboulet  the  fool,  is  defcribed  as 
made  of  a  tortoife-ihell. 

t(  We  may  fuppofe,  that  the 
fame  variety  of  drefs  was  obferved 
on  the  ftage  which  we  know  to  have 
actually  prevailed  in  common  life. 
The  fools,  however,  did  not  al¬ 
ways  appear  in  a  difcriminative  ha¬ 
bit,  and  fome  of  their  portraits 
ftill  remaining,  confirm  this  obfer- 
vation.  A  very  fine  painting  by 
Holbein,  in  Kenfington  Palace, 
reprefents  Will  Somers,  the  fool  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  in  a  common 

drefs. 
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drefs.  In  a  wardrobe  account  of 
that  fovereign,  we  find  thefe  ar¬ 
ticles  :  *  For  making  a  dubblette 
of  wurfteede  lyned  with  canvas 
and  cotton,  for  William  Som’ar 
oure  foole.  Item  for  making  of  a 
coote  and  a  cappe  of  grene  clothe 
fringed  with  red  crule  and  lyned 
with  fryfe,  for  our  faid  foole. 
Item  for  making  of  a  du’blette  of 
fuftian,  lyned  withcotton  and  can¬ 
vas  for  oure  fame  foole.’  Yet  he 
fometimes  wore  the  ufual  hood  in- 
ftead  of  a  cap;  for  in  the  fame  ac- 
account  is  an  article  ‘  For  making 
of  a  coote  of  grene  clothe  with  a 
hoode  to  the  fame,  fringed  with 
white  crule  lyned  with  fryfe  and 
bokerharn,  for  oure  foole  aforefaid 
and  there  is  a  print  of  him  after  a 
picture  by  Holbein,  in  which  he  is 
reprefented  in  a  long  tunic  with  a 
chain  and  horn  in  his  hand.  In  the 
celebrated  picture  of  Sir  Thomas 
More’s  family  by  Holbein,  Paten- 
fon  the  fool  is  not  dillinguifhed  by 
any  peculiarity  of  drefs  ;  and,  in 
one  iriftance  at  leaf,  the  fame  re¬ 
mark  applies  to  Arehy  the  fool  of 
James  I.  In  thofe  families  where 
the  fool  aCted  as  a  menial  fervant, 
it  is  poffible  that  he  might  have  re- 
ferved  his  official  habit  for  particu¬ 
lar  occafions.  The  paucity  of  ma¬ 
terials  that  illuffrate  the  theatrical 
character  in  queftion,  muft  necef- 
farily  leave  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jeCt  kill  more  imperfect  than  the 
reft  ;  but  the  plays  of  Shakfpeare 
have  furnifhed  more  information 
than  thofe  of  any  other  writer. 
It  is  furprifing,  on  the  whole,  that 
the  character  of  the  domeftic  fool 
is  fo  feldoin  found  in  the  old  dra¬ 
mas  that  remain ;  becaufe  it  was 
not  only  capable  of  affording  con- 
fiderable  mirth  to  the  unrefined 
part  of  the  audience,  but  of  giv- 
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ing  the  authors  an  opportunity  oi 
displaying  a  great  deal  of  ingenu¬ 
ity  fo  far  as  regarded  extemporary 
wit .  1 1  is  certain  that  the  fools  in 

Shakfpeare’s  plays  were  pre-emi¬ 
nent  above  all  others.  For  this 
we  have  the  authority  of  Shad- 
well,  who  makes  one  of  his  cha¬ 
racters  fay,  that  they  had  more 
wit  than  any  of  the  wits  and  cri¬ 
tics  of  his  time.  Beaumont  and 

Fletcher  have  but  rarelv  introduced 

¥ 

them;  Ben  Johnfon  and  Maffinger 
never.  Indeed  the  originals  had 
rapidly  declined  at  the  period  in 
which  moft  of  their  plays  were 
written,  and  another  character  of 
a  mixed  nature  had  been  fubftituted 
in  their  room.  This  was  the  witty 
fervant  or  clown,  (Clafs  II,  No, 
3.)  and  of  courfe  his  drefs  was 
not  diftinguifhed  by  any  peculia¬ 
rity. 

“  The  praCiice  of  introducing 
the  fools  and  clowns  between  the 
ads  and  feenes,  and  after  the  play 
was  finifhed,  to  amufe  the  au¬ 
dience  with  extemporaneous  wit 
and  buffoonery,  has  been  fo  well 
illnftrated  by  the  able  hiftorian  of 
the  Fnglifh  ftage,  that  very  little 
can  remain  to  be  faid  on  the  fub- 
jeCt.  It  has  been  traced  from  the 
Greek  and  Roman  theatres ;  and, 
as  their  ufages  were  undoubtedly 
prefer ved  in  thofe  of  the  middle 
ages  that  belonged  to  the  countries 
wdiere  Roman  influence  had  been 
fpread,  it  would  not  of  eourfe  be 
peculiar  to  the  early  ftage  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Indeed  the  records  of  the 
French  theatre  amply  demonftrate 
the  truth  of  this  pofition,  and 
furnifti  feveral  examples  ot  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  queftion.  In  the  myftery 
of  Saint  Barbara  we  find  this  ftage 
diredion,  (  Paufa.  Vadant,  et 
Stultus  loquitur  and  he  is  feve¬ 
ral 
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ral  times  introduced  in  like  man¬ 
ner  between  the  fcenes,  in  order 
that  the  ainufement  of  the  fpedla- 
tors  might  not  be  fufpended  whilfl 
fomething  was  in  agitation  for  the 
further  profecution  of  the  piece. 
Perhaps  the  moft  lingular  paufe  in 
any  dramatic  compolition  whatfo- 
ever  is  one  which  occurs  in  the 
very  rare  morality  of  La  Condam- 
nacion  des  Banquets ,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  ‘  Paufe  pour  pif- 
fer  le  fol.  II  prent  ung  ccffinet 
en  lieu  de  orinal  Sc  pifce  dedans,  et 
tout  coule  par  bas/  ling.  Miiij. 
Nor  was  the  Englilh  kage  in 
Shakfpeare’s  time  allowed  to  re¬ 
main  empty,  Lupton  has  related 
a  dory  of  the  clown  at  the  Red 
Bull  Theatre,  who  was  fuddenly 
called  for  between  the  ads,  and 
forgot  his  fool’s  cap.  Puttenham, 
fpeaking  of  verfes  that  rhyme  in 
the  middle  and  end,  obferves,  that 
*  they  were  more  commodioufly 
uttered  by  the  buffoons  or  vices  in 
playes  then  by  any  other  perfon/ 
It  was  like  wife  a  part  of  the  ftage 
fool’s  office  to  introduce,  at  his 
own  difcretion,  a  great  many  old 
ftfngs,  or  at  leak  the  fragments  of 
them. 

“  The  firk  fymptoms  of  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  domekic  fools,  and  the 
caufes  of  it,  have  been  already 
touched  on ;  and  the  fame  reafons 
may  partly  be  affignedfor  their  ex¬ 
ile  from  the  kage.  In  the  praslu- 
diurn  to  Goffe’s  Carelefs  Shepher- 
defs,  1 65  6,  4to,  there  is  a  pane¬ 
gyric  on  them,  and  fome  concern 
is  manifefted  for  the  fool’s  abfence 
in  the  play  itfelf.  It  is  likewife 
exprefsly  hated,  c  that  the  motly 
coat  wasbanifh’d  with  trunkhofe.’ 
Yet  during  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond  occakonal  efforts  were 
made  to  rekore  the  character.  In 


the  tragedy  of  Thorney  Abbey ,  or 
the  London  Maidy  1662,  I  2mo,  the 
prologue  is  fpoken  by  a  fool,  who 
ufes  thefe  words,  i  the  poet’s  a 
fool  who  made  the  tragedy  to  tell 
a  kory  of  a  king  and  a  court  and 
leave  a  fool  out  on’t,  when  in 
Pacy’s  and  Sommer’s  and  Patche’s 
and  Archee’s  times,  my  venerable 
predeceffours,  a  fool  was  always 
the  principal  verb.*  Shadwell’s 
play  of  The  Woman  Captain ,  1680, 
is  perhaps  the  lak  in  which  a  regu¬ 
lar  fool  is  introduced,  and  even 
there  his  maker  is  made  to  fay, 
that  the  character  was  then  ex¬ 
ploded  on  the  kage.” 


Commentary  on  Book  the  Firjl  of  Pa- 
radife  Lof, 

[ From  a  Fragment  by  the  late  WiL 
liam  Con/jpery  Efq.) 

To  Mr.  Addifon’s  remarks  or 
this  fubjeft  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  add,  that  though  our  fylla- 
bles  are  not  kriftiy  reducible 
to  the  rules  either  of  Greek  or 
Latin  profody,  they  are  neverthe- 
lefs  all  long  or  fhort  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  an  accurate  ear,  and  that 
without  clofe  attention  to  fyllabic 
quantity  in  the  conkruddion  of  our 
verfe,  we  can  give  it  neither  me¬ 
lody  nor  dignity.  Milton,  as 
Mr.  Addifon  obferves  and  proves, 
deals  much  in  the  Iambic  and  in 
the  Trochee,  and  occakonally  in 
feveral  other  kinds  that  he  fpeci- 
fies  ;  but  perhaps  the  grand  fecret, 
to  which  his  verfe  is  principally  in¬ 
debted  for  its  kately  movement, 
is  his  more  frequent  ufe  of  the 
Spondee  than  of  any  other.  The 
more  long  fyllables  there  are  in 
a  verfe,  the  more  the  time  of  it  is 

prof  rafted. 
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protrafted,  and  ccmfequently  the 
pace  with  which  it  moves  is  the 
more  majeftic. 

Line  1.  Of  man’s  fir  ft  difobcdic-nce. 

(f  Man  in  Paradife  received  two 
injunctions  from  his  Maker,  and 
two  only.  To  keep  holy  the  fe- 
venth  day,  and  to  abftain  from  a 
particular  fruit,  which,  if  he  eat, 
he  would  incur  death  as  the  inevi¬ 
table  confequence.  Thefe  were 
the  foie  tells  of  his  allegiance  ; 
for,  created  as  he  was,  holy,  and 
in  the  exprefs  image  of  God,  he 
could  have  no  need  of  a  law  writ¬ 
ten  in  tables  for  his  direction. 

Li  N e  5.  And  regain  the  blifsful  leat. 

t(  The  feat  may  be  poetically 
faid  to  be  regained  if  the  ftate  be 
fo,  and  that  the  ftate  of  man  on 
earth  (hall  hereafter  be  Paradifaical, 
feems  fufticiently  clear  from  thofe 
fcriptures  which  fpeak  of  the  refti- 
tution  of  all  things.  Neither  is 
it  improbable,  that  the  feat  or 
place  itfelf  of  Paradife  may  be 
eminently  diftinguifhed  in  the  eco¬ 
nomy  of  that  kingdom  of  univer- 
fal  righteoufnefs,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  opinion  always  prevalent 
among  Chriftians,  and  much  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  the  word  of  God, 
(ball  fucceed  the  prefent  difpenfa. 
tion. 

Line  6.  ——Secret  top, 

<<  Secret  probably  in  refpeft  of 
the  fecrecy  of  the  interview  be¬ 
tween  God  and  Mofes,  during 
which  no  creature  was  permitted 
on  pain  of  inftant  death,  even  to 
touch  the  mountain. 

Line  7.  Of  Oreb  or  of  Sinai. 

Thefe  are  different  names, 
either  for  the  fame  mountain,  or 
for  different  parts  of  it. 


Line  8.  That  fhepfterd. 

“  Mofes  is  called  a  Ibepherd  ei¬ 
ther  literally,  becaufe  he  kept  the 
flock  of  Jethro  his  father-in-law, 
Exod.  3.  1.  or  figuratively,  as  in 
Pfalm  77.  20.  where  it  is  faid  that 
God  led  his  chofen  through  the 
wildernefs  like  a  flock,  by  the 
hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron. 

Line  26.  And  juftify  the  way*  of 
God  to  men. 


ff  Juftify  them  by  evincing,  that 
when  man  by  tranfgreflion  incurred 
the  forfeiture  of  his  bleflings,  and 
the  difpleafure  of  God,  himfelf  only 
was  to  blame.  God  created  him 
for  happinefs,  made  him  completely 
happy,  furniftied  him  with  fuffi- 
cient  means  of  fecurity,  and  gave 
him  explicit  notice  of  his  only 
danger.  What  could  he  more, 
unlefs  he  had  compelled  his  obe¬ 
dience,  which  would  have  been 
at  once  to  reduce  him  from  the 
glorious  condition  of  a  free  agent 
to  that  of  an  animal. 

“  There  is  a  folemnity  offend- 
ment,  as  well  as  majefty  of  num¬ 
bers,  in  the  exordium  of  this  noble 
poem,  which  in  the  works  of  the 
ancients  has  no  example. 

((  The  fublimeft  of  all  fubjedls 
was  referved  for  Milton,  and  bring¬ 
ing  to  the  contemplation  of  that 
fubjeft  not  only  a  genius  equal  to 
the  beft  of  theirs,  but  a  heart  alfo 
deeply  impregnated  with  the  divine 
truths,  which  lay  before  him,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  he  has  produced  a 
eompofition,  on  the  whole,  fuperior 
to  any  that  we  have  received  from, 
former  ages.  But  he  who  addrefies 
himfelf  to  the  perufal  of  this  work 
with  a  mind  entirely  unaccuftomed 
to  ferious  and  fpiritual  contempla¬ 
tion,  unacquainted  with  the  word 
of  God,  or  prejudiced  againft  it,  is 

ill 
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ill  qualified  to  appreciate  the  value 
of  a  poem  built  upon  it,  or  to  tafte 
its  beauties.  Milton  is  the  poet  of 
Chriitians :  an  infidel  may  have  an 
ear  for  the  harmony  of  his  num¬ 
bers,  may  be  aware  of  the  dignity 
of  his  exprefilon,  and,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  of  the  fublimity  of  hi1-  con¬ 
ceptions  i  but  the  unaffected  and 
mafculine  piety,  which  was  his  true 
infpirer,  and  is  the  very  foul  of 
his  poem,  he  will  either  not  per¬ 
ceive,  or  it  will  offend  him. 

“We  cannot  read  this  exordium 
without  perceiving  that  the  author 
pofieffes  more  fire  than  he  (hews. 
There  is  a  fuppreffed  force  in  it,  the 
effeCt  of  judgment.  His  judgment 
controuls  his  genius,  and  his  genius 
reminds  us  (to  ufe  his  own  beauti¬ 
ful  fimilitude)  of 

A  proud  Heed  rein’d. 
Champing  his  iron  curb.” 

He  addreffes  hirnfelf  to  the  perform* 
ance  of  great  things,  but  makes  no 
great  exertion  in  doing  it ;  a  fure 
fymptom  of  uncommon  vigour. 

Line  27.  Say  firft,  for  heaven  hid^s  no¬ 
thing  from  thy  view. 

,  1 

<{  This  inquiry  is  not  only  poeti¬ 
cally  beautiful,  like  Homer’s  Iliad, 
2.  485,  in  which  he  addreffes  the 
mufes  with  a  fimilar  plea, 

Yfigi;  ye.%  &£«t4  tan,  te,  to  Travras, 

or  like  that  of  Virgil,  who  pleads 
with  them  in  the  fame  manner, 
En.  8,  645. 

Et  meminiftis,  enim,  Divae,  et  mernorare 
puteftis. 

But  it  has  the  additional  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  moil  confummate 
propriety,  and  is  in  faCt  a  prayer  for 
information  to  the  only  infpirer 
able  to  grant  it.  Of  the  manner  of 
man’s  creation,  of  his  happy  condi¬ 


tion  while  innocent,  and  of  the 
occafion  and  circumflances  of  his 
fall,  we  could  have  known  nothing 
but  from  the  intelligence  commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Line  39.  To  fct  hirnfelf  in  glory  above 
his  peers. 

u  Dr.  Pearce  needed  not  perhaps 
to  have  gone  fo  far  as  he  did  in  his 
note  on  this  line  for  a  key  to  the 
true  meaning  of  it.  A  fingle  word 
in  the  next  verfe  but  one  feems  fuf- 
ficiently  to  explain  it — the  word 
ambitious.  It  imports  plainly  an 
oppofition  not  of  mere  enmity,  but 
of  enmity  that  afpired  to  fuperiority 
over  the  perfon  oppofed.  Satan’s 
aim,  therefore,  was,  in  Milton’s 
view  of  it,  to  fupplant  the  Moll 
High,  and  to  ufurp  the  fupremacy 
of  heaven  ;  and  by  peers  are  in¬ 
tended,  not  only  thofe  who  aided 
him  in  his  purpofe,  but  all  the 
angels,  as  well  the  faithful  as  the 
rebellious. 

“  This  line  affording  the  firft 
inftayce  that  occurs  in  the  poem  ©f 
a y  cut  from  the  end  of  a  word  that 
precedes  a  vowel,  it  affords  alfo  the 
fitted:  opportunity  to  obferve,  that 
though  elifions  of  this  kind,  and 
many  others  frequent  in  Milton’s 
practice,  have  fallen  into  difufe, 
their  difcontinuance  is  no  advan¬ 
tage.  In  the  ear  of  a  perfon  accuf- 
tomed  to  meet  them  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  daffies,  where  they 
abound,  they  have  often  an  agree¬ 
able,  and  fometimes  a  very  fine 
effeCt.  But  it  is  admitted,  that 
diferetion  and  a  good  tafte  are  re- 
quifite  to  the  proper  ufe  of  them, 
and  that  too  frequently  employed, 
or  unfkilfully,  they  may  prove  in¬ 
deed  deformities. 

Line  30.  Nine  times  the  fpace,  that 
measures  day  and  night. 

"  It 
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44  It  is  obfervable,  that  between 
all  the  members,  of  which  this  long 
period  confids,  the  fame  paufe  or 
nearly  the  fame  obtains,  tiil  it  ter¬ 
minates  at  line  74.  Thus  the  voice 
and  the  ear  are  held  in  a  fort  of  ter¬ 
rible  fufpenfe,  while  the  poet  pro¬ 
ceeds  enumerating,  as  he  would 
never  ccafe,  the  horrors  of  the  fcene, 
deepening  them  ft  ill  more  and  more 
as  he  goes,  till  at  laft  he  clofes  all 
with  that  cireumdance  of  mod  em¬ 
phatic  mifery,  the  immeafurable 
didance,  to  which  thefe  apodate 
fpirits  had  fallen  from  God  and  the 
light  of  heaven.  There  is  a  dole¬ 
ful  mufic  in  the  whole  palfage  that 
fitly  accompanies  fuch  a  fubjeft. 

Line  57.  Oh  how  unlike  the  place,  from 
whence  they  fell. 

44  Of  all  the  articles  of  which 
the  dreadful  fcenery  of  Milton's 
hell  confids,  Scripture  furnifhed  him 
only  with  the  lake  of  fire  and  brim- 
done.  Yet,  thus  denderly  afiided, 
what  a  world  of  woe  has  he  con- 
drufted  by  the  force  of  an  imagina¬ 
tion  proved  in  this  fingle  indance 
the  mod  creative  that  ever  poet 
owned  ! 

Line  114.  - that  were  low  indeed, 

That  were  an  ignominy,  & c. 

44  To  invent  fpeeches  for  thefe 
infernals  fo  well  adapted  to  their 
character,  fpeeches  burning  with 
rage  againd  God,  and  with  difdain 
and  contempt  of  his  power,  and  to 
avoid  in  them  all  the  extreme  dan¬ 
ger  of  revolting  and  fhocking  the 
reader  pad  all  fufferance,  was  in¬ 
deed,  as  Horace  lays, — Ire  per  ex - 
tentum  fnnem ,  and  evidences  the 
mod  exquifite  addrefs  in  the  author. 

Line  143.  But  what  if  He,  our  conqueror. 

44  7’here  is  a  fine  difcrimination 
obfervable  in  the  refpeftive  fpeeches 


of  Satan  and  Beelzebub.  In  thofe 
of  the  former  we  find  that  unbroken 
hardinefs  of  fpirit  which  fuits  well 
the  character  of  the  arch-fiend,  and 
feducer  of  all  the  others  ;  while 
Beelzebub  fo  fpeaks  as  to  feem 
fomevvhat  lefs  obdurate,  lefs  a  devil 
than  his  leader  ;  he  is  dejeded,  he 
defponds,  he  forecads  the  word, 
and  is  in  a  degree  impreffed  with 
a  fuitable  fenfe  of  his  condition. 

Line  177.  To  bellow  through  the  vail 
and  boundlei’s  deep. 

44  In  this  line  we  feem  to  hear 
a  thunder  fuited  both  to  the  fcene 
and  the  occadon,  incomparably 
more  awful  than  any  ever  heard  on 
earth,  and  the  thunder  ^wing'd  avith 
lightening  is  highly  poetical.  It  may 
be  obferved  here,  that  the  thunder 
of  Milton  is  not  hurled  from  the 
hand  like  Homer’s,  but  difcharged 
like  an  arrow.  Thus  in  Book  6, 
line  712,  the  Father  ordering  forth 
the  Son  for  the  dedru&ion  of  the 
rebel  angels,  fays— 

- — bring  forth  all  my  war — ■ 

My  bow  and  thunder. 

As  if,  jealous  for  the  honour  of  the 
true  God,  the  poet  difdained  to  arm 
him  like  the  god  of  the  heathen. — - 
So  in  Pfalm  7.  v.  12,  it  is  faid— ~ 
If  we  turn  not  he  will  whet  his 
fword  ;  he  hath  bent  his  bow  and 
made  it  ready — he  ordaineth  his 
arrows  againd  the  perfecutors. 

44  The  fubdanceof  this  ingenious 
vindication  of  Milton  againd  the 
charge  of  Bentley  is  taken  from  a 
note  of  Richardfon,  though  by  fome 
inadvertence  Dr.  Newton,  who 
borrows  it,  has  omitted  to  make 
the  acknowledgment. 

Line  193.  With  head  uplift. 

44  Milton  frequently  abridges 
the  participle  perfeft  of  its  lad  fyl- 

lable. 
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^able,  by  this,  and  a  multitude  of 
fuch  artifices,  giving  his  language 
an  air  of  novelty. 

Lire  202-  Created  hugeft,  that  fwim 
the  ocean  itream. 

t(  The  author,  fpeaking  of  a  vaft 
creature,  fpeaks  in  numbers  fuited 
to  the  fubjed,  and  gives  his  line  a 
fmgular  and  ftrange  movement,  by 
inferting  the  word  hugeft  where  it 
may  have  the  clumfieft  effed.  He 
might  eafily  have  faid  in  fmoother 
verfe. 

Created  hugeft  of  the  ocean  ftream  } 

but  fmoothnefs  was  not  the  thing 
to  be  confulted  when  the  Leviathan 
was  in  queftion.  In  like  manner, 
fpeaking  of  the  larger  fifties.  Book 
7,  i,  410,  he  fays— 

—■——part,  huge  of  bulk. 

Wallowing  unwieldy  !  enormous  in  their 
gait, 

Tempeft  the  ocean. 

i(  What  man  of  true  tafte  would 
exchange  fuch  cumberfome  verfe, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  for  the  moft 
mufical  that  ever  was  written. 

Line  203.  Him  haply  numbering  on 
the  Norway  foam. 

((  This  fimile  is  moft  happily  in-* 
troduced,  and  finely  chofen  by  the 
poet  for  the  relief  of  his  reader,  who 
feels  his  imagination  refrefhed  by 
fuch  a  fudden  removal  from  feenes 
-of  fire  to  the  ftiores  of  the  ocean. 

Line  207.  Under  the  lee. 

Milton,  as  Dr.  Newton  here 
infinuates,  has  indeed  been  charged 
with  an  affedation  of  technical 
terms  ;  but  his  ufe  of  the  word  lee 
In  this  place  feems  no  proof  of  it. 
What  other  word  could  he  have 
found  in  our  language,  by  which  to 
exprefs  the  Situation  intended;  and 


was  not  fuch  a  word  (of  maritime 
ufe  indeed,  but  aimoft  univerfally 
underftood  in  our  country)  to  be 
preferred  to  a  tedious  circumlocu¬ 
tion  ? 

Line  215.  Heap  on  himfelf  damnation. 

i(  Here  Milton  feems  to  have  had 
in  view  Romans  2.  v»  5.— But  after 
thy  hardnefs  and  impenitent  heart 
treafureft  up  unto  thyfelf  wrath 
againft  the  day  cf  wrath,  and  reve¬ 
lation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God. 

Line  241.  Not  by  the  fufferance  of  fu- 
pernal  power. 

u  To  which  caufe  alone  the  poet 
himfelf  aferibes  it  a  little  before. 
See  lines  21 1,  12. 

Line  257.  All  but  lefs  than  he. 

The  conftrudion  perhaps  is  not 
very  obvious,  but  feems  to  be  this : 
What  matter  where  I  am,  fo  I  ft  ill 
be  the  fame,  and  what  I  (hould  be 
in  every  refped,  this  one  particular 
excepted,  that  I  am  lefs  than  he, 
whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  ? 

Link  298.  Smote  on  him  fore  befides. 

“  The  poet  in  other  paffages  ex- 
preffes  the  effed  of  violent  heat  by 
the  verb  fmite.  Thus  in  Book  4. 
1.  244,  he  fays— 

Both  where  the  morning  fun  firft  warmly 

J mote 

The  open  field. 

And  again  it  occurs  in  his  5th  Ita¬ 
lian  fonnet  ; 

Per  certo  i  hei  Toftr’  occhi,  Donna  mia, 
Eflbr  non  puo  che  non  fian  lo  mio 
foie. 

Si  mi  percuoton  forte. 

Line  300.  Of  that  inflamed  fea. 

“  Milton  fometimes  cuts  off  the 
Jaft  Ty liable  of  the  participle  in  edy 
and  fometimes,  as  here,  allows  its 

complete 
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complete  pronunciation.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  the  practice  of  in¬ 
corporating  it  with  the  preceding 
fy liable  by  the  abforption  of  the 
intermediate  e — -as  in  thrajh' d,  ad. 

* vane’ d ,  wreck'd,  and  other  words 
of  the  like  kind,  had  notfo  univer- 
fally  obtained  as  it  has.  For  the 
confequence  is  often  a  clutter  of 
confonants  with  only  a  fingle  vowel 
to  aftift  their  utterance,  which  htts 
a  barbarous  effect,  both  in  the  found 
and  in  the  appearance. 

Line  315. 

“  Of  all  the  harangues  that 
either  hiftory  or  poetry  has  invent¬ 
ed  for  commanders  rallying  their 
routed  armies,  none  was  ever  better 
conceived  than  this.  Satan  feems 
himfelf  aftonifhed  in  the  beginning 
of  it,  but  it  is  at  their  aftonilhment, 
which,  though  he  fees  it,  he  can 
hardly  believe.  Next,  affedting 
ignorance  of  the  real  caufe  of  their 
inadivity,  he  imputes  it  to  doth 
and  indolence,  as  if  to  ftimulate 
them  by  derifion.  In  the  third 
place,  to  provoke  and  roufe  them 
Hill  more,  he  pretends  to  fuppofe  it 
poffible  that  they  may  be  at  that 
moment  employed  in  worlhipping 
and  doing  homage  to  the  conqueror. 
Laftly,  he  ufes  folid  argument,  re¬ 
minding  them  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  expofe  themfelves  by 
fuch  fupinenefs,  and  finifhes  his  ex¬ 
hortation  with  a  line  detached  from 
the  ref,  and  therefore  fo  emphati- 
cal,  that  while  he  utters  it  we  feem 
to  hear  the  vaults  of  hell  re-echo. 

Line  335.  Nor  did  they  not  perceive. 

“  A  Graecifm,  and  taken  from 
the  oir¥  a?r.(W«— the  tuque  non  pa- 
ruit  of  Homer. 

Lxne  376.  Who  firft,  who  laft  ? 

Yol.  L,  or  Vol,  VIII.  New  S 


“  So  Homer,  Iliad  703. 

Tiva  Ttgalov,  Tiva  fr'  iiTTalov  \ 

Line  379.  Caine  iingly  where  he  ftood 
on  the  bare  itrand. 

“  Singly,  in  the  true  condrudion 
of  this  line,  is  to  be  conneded  with 
flood.  They  came  where  he  ftood 
fingly.  That  is,  as  we  are  told  in 
lines  299,  300  : 

- - .  on  the  beach 

Of  that  inflamed  lea. 

Line  384.  Their  altars  by  His  altar. 

“  The  exprefiion  alludes  to  Eze¬ 
kiel  43.  8.  In  their  fetting  of 
their  threfhold  by  my  threfholds, 
and  their  pofts  by  my  polls — they 
have  even  defiled  my  holy  name, 
&c. 

Line  418.  Till  good  Jofiah  drove  them 
thence  to  hell. 

“This  is  an  alluiion  to  2  Chron. 
ch.  34.  v.  4.  And  they  brake 
down  the  altars  of  Baalim  in  his 
(Jofiah’s)  prefence,  and  the  images 
that  were  on  high  above  them,  he 
cut  down,  and  the  groves  and  carv¬ 
ed  images,  and  the  molten  images 
he  brake  in  pieces,  and  made  duff 
of  them,  and  ft  rowed  it  upon  the 
graves  of  them,  that  had  facrificed 
unto  them. 

Line  455.  Ezekiel  faw. 

“  See  Ezekiel,  ch.  8.  v.  16, 
And  he  brought  me  into  the  inner 
court  of  the  Lord’s  houfe,  and  be¬ 
hold,  at  the  door  of  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  between  the  porch  and 
the  altar,  were  about  five-and- 
twenty  men  with  their  backs  to¬ 
ward  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and 
their  faces  toward  the  call,  and  they 
worlhipp’d  the  fun  toward  theeaft. 

Line  499.  Afcends  above  their  lofrieft 
towers. 

ERISS,  *  X  X  “CO 
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Line  580.  - - -and  what  refounds 

In  fable  or  romance. 


<f  So  Horner  makes  Eum^us, 
fpeaking  of  the  riotous  deeds  of  the 
fuitors,  fay  — 

T*!v  v ogig  te,  Bid  t£,  cnSbgzov  Hfttvov  ix.ii . 

Od.  B.  15.  1.  328. 

Line  516.  Ruled  the  middle  air. 

<c  A  portion  which  the  poet 
feems  to  allot  to  Jupiter  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Homer-— Iliad  15.  192. 

%iut;  $  eAayf  ovgavov  euguv  ev  aiQtgi  xcu  v£<J>fT 

Xdcti. 

* 

Line  537.  Shone  like  a  meteor. 

((  Mr.  Gray  had  doubtlefs  this 
line  in  his  eye,  when,  in  the  fecond 
ifanza  of  his  ode  entitled  the  Bard, 
he  faid-— 

Loofe  his  beard,  and  hoary  hair 
Stream’d,  like  a  meteor,  to  the  troubled 
air. 

Line  542.  A  fiiout  that  tore,  &c. 

“  Homer’s  is  a  noble  fhout,  of 
which  he  fays  in  the  laft  line  of  the 
Iliad  13. 

S'’  a,fA$0TSgC09  tutr’  cu£ica,  xai  Aioj 
avyag. 

But  this  as  far  furpaffes  it,  as  the 
fallen  angels  were  more  terrible 
than  the  Greeks  and  the  Trojans, 
and  the  vault  of  hell  more  conge¬ 
nial  to  fuch  an  uproar  than  the  plain 
of  Troy. 

Ltne  550. - -fuch  as  railed 

To  hightii  of  nobieit  temper, 
&c. 

(<  Milton  never  has  occalion  to 
mention  muftc,  but  he  difeovers 
plainly  how  much  he  delights  in 
the  fubjeft.  He  always  fpeaks  of 
it  experimentally,  and  like  a  man 
whom  his  own  feelings  have  made 
acquainted  with  its  etfeffcs  ;  and  in 
this  charming  paffage  the  lines 
themfel.civ  art;  as  Tweet  as  the  rae- 
cdy  they  defer ibe* 


“  Perhaps  there  are  readers  of 
Milton,  not  altogether  deftitute  of 
take,  who  feel  themfelves,  when 
they  meet  with  a  paffage  in  him 
like  the  prefen t,  difpofed  to  be 
more  merciful  to  it  than  fome  of  his 
feverer  judges.  Allufions  to  an¬ 
cient  ftory,  whether  falfe  or  true, 
and  to  ciifloms  and  practices  long 
lince  obfolete,  affeft  a  contem¬ 
plative  mind  agreeably,  and  to  fuch 
perfons,  perhaps,  the  very  found  of 
names  like  thefe  is  not  unpleafing. 

Line  589.  Their  dread  commander. 

((  Milton’s  divine  fubjett  afford¬ 
ed  him  opportunities  of  furpafling  in 
fublime  defeription  all  the  poets  his 
predeceflbrs,  and  his  talents  were 
fuch  as  enabled  him  to  ufe  thofe  op¬ 
portunities  to  the  belt  advantage. 
Homer’s  reprefentation  of  Agamem¬ 
non  in  the  fecond  Iliad,  where  he 
fays,  that  in  his  eyes  and  counte¬ 
nance  he  refembled  Jove  the  Thun¬ 
derer,  that  he  was  like  Mars  in 
girth,  and  had  the  port  of  Nep¬ 
tune,  is  indeed  magnificent,  bat 
when  he  finifhes  his  picture  by- 
likening*  him  to  a  bull,  how  far 
fhort  does  he  fall  of  Milton,  who, 
when  he  compares  his  loft  archangel 
to  the  fun  new  rifen  in  a  mifty 
morning,  or  eclipfed  by  the  moon, 
net  only  does  not  degrade  his  fub* 
ject,  but  fills  the  mind  of  his  reader 
wi  th  altonifhing  conceptions  of  its 
grandeur. 

Line  606.  The  fellows  of  his  crime,  the 
followers  rather. 

£i  Not  fo  properly  the  fellows, 
becaufe  he  had  feduced  them,  as  the 
followers,  for  the  fame  feafon. 

Line  616.  <— — whereat  their  doubled 

ranks  they  bend, 

<{  Thus 
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Cf  Thus  forming  themfelves  into 
a  hemicycle,  or  half- moon  figure, 
that  all  might  hear  him. 

Li x  E  640.  - but  ftill  bis  ftrength  con¬ 

cealed. 

“  It  was  neceflary  that  Satan 
fhould  excufe  himfelf  as  well  as  he 
could  to  the  myriads  of  his  ruined 
followers,  and  he  could  not  do  it 
better  (though even  that  was  but  a 
poor  apology)  than  by  pleading  the 
impoffibility,  that  he  fhoufd  be  pre¬ 
pared  effectually  to  withftand  a 
power,  with  the  very  exigence  of 
which,  through  God's  concealment 
of  it,  till  the  hour  in  which  they 
fell,  he  had  been  neceffarily  unac¬ 
quainted.  A  vanquifhed  chief,  who 
pleads  furprife,  excufes  himfelf  by 
his  fault. 

Line  650.  — —  whereof  fo  rife. 

“  Rife  is  a  Saxon  word,  and  fig- 
nifies  frequent  or  common. 

Line  659.  - but  thefe  thoughts 

Full  council  mult  mature. 

AXX  »toi  [Atr  'rav'ca  (ab ]d<p§u<ro/ussSa  Keu 

Iliad  1.  140. 

Line  663.  He  fpabe:  and  to  confirm 
bis  words. 

“  This  is  another  inftance  (fee 
the  note  on  line  589)  in  which  ap¬ 
pears  the  advantage  which  Milton 
derives  from  the  grandeur  of  his 
fubjeb.  What  defcription  could 
even  he  have  given  of  a  holt  of  hu¬ 
man  warriors  infulting  their  con¬ 
queror,  at  all  comparable  with  this  ? 
Firft,  their  multitude  is  to  be  no¬ 
ticed.  They  are  not  thoufands, 
but  millions  ;  and  they  are  millions 
not  of  puny  mortals,  but  of  mighty 
cherubim.  Their  fwords  fame  not 
metaphorically,  but  they  are  fwords 
of  fire  ;  thy  flalh  not  by  reflexion 
of  the  Am- beams  like  the  fwords  of 


Homer,  but  their  own  light,  and 
that  light  plays  not  idly  in  the 
broad  day,  but  far  round  illumines 
hell.  And  lallly,  they  defy  not  a 
created  being  like  themfelves,  but 
the  Almighty. 

((  It  was  doubtlefs  ahappinefs  to 
have  fallen  on  a  fubjeb  that  fur- 
n idled  fuch  fcenery  and  fuch  cha¬ 
mbers  to  a b  in  it,  but  a  happinefs 
it  would  not  have  been  to  a  genius 
inferior  to  Milton’s  ;  fuch  a  one, 
on  the  contrary,  would  have  been 
deprefied  by  it,  and  in  what  Milton 
reaches  with  a  graceful  eafe,  would 
have  fallen  fhort  after  much  and 
fruitlefs  labour. 

Line  670.  - whole  giifly  top. 

(i  Grifly  feems  to  fignify  rough 
or  hideous,  but  perhaps  anfwers 
more  exably  in  its  import  to  the 
Latin  word  hifpidus . 

Line  689.  Open’d  into  the  hill  a  fpaci* 
ous  wound. 

t(  This  is  a  beautiful  expreffion, 
and  may  ferve  to  fhew  how  an  ab 
or  image,  vulgar  and  ordinary  in 
itfelf,  may  be  dignified  by  mere 
force  of  dibion. 

Like  713.  ■—--where  pilafters  round, 
&c. 

“  Milton  has  been  cenfured  by 
Addifon,  as  well  as  Dr.  Newton, 
here,  for  his  ufe  of  technical  expref- 
lions,  and  the  point,  enforced  as  it 
has  been  by  fuch  great  authority, 
feems  to  be  given  up.  But  perhaps 
it  may  even  now  be  permitted  to  an 
annotator  to  afk  two  fimple  quef- 
tions  on  the  prefent  occafion. — ■ 
Was  it  lawful  to  the  poet  to  give  a 
minute  defcription  of  this  wonder¬ 
ful  ftrubure  ?  Surely  it  was. 
Ovid  has  minutely  deferibed  th$ 
palace  of  the  fun,  and  Homer  that 
*  X  x  1  of 
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of  Alcinoiis. — If,  then,  there  was 
no  fault  in  defcribing  it  minutely, 
it  fhould  fee m  that  there  could  be 
none  in  particularizing  the  feveral 
members  of  it  by  fuch  terms,  as 
could  alone  exprefs  them.  Milton, 
in  fa  ft,  had  no  other  means  of  mak¬ 
ing  his  account  intelligible. 

Line  772-3.  - The  afcending  pile 

Stood  fixt  her  ftately  higlith. 

i(  The  expreffion  is  elliptical, 
and  requires  two  words  to  fupply 
the  deficiency,  when  it  would  Hand 

thus- — • 

r  -  — - — The  a fcen ding  pile 

Stood  fixt  through  uii  her  Itately  highth. 

Ltne  777.  Behold  a  wonder  ! 

(( This  contrivance  has  been  cen- 
fured  by  fome,  and  particularly  by 
Voltaire,  who,  having  ftated  his 
objedftions  to  it,  calls  it  an  idle  tale, 
that  may  match  the  mo  ft  extrava¬ 
gant.  But  extravagant  it  cannot 
feem,  if  we  allow  ourfelves  to  re¬ 
coiled  !$'ho  are  in  queftion,  and 
what  the  Scripture  fays  concerning 
them.  All  that  we  know  of  in- 
vifible  agents,  whether  good  or 
evil,  we  learn  from  Scripture,  which 
tells  us  that  a  fingle  demoniac  was 
poflefied  by  a  legion.  Scripture, 
therefore,  afcribes  to  the  devils  this 
power  of  felf-contradion,  and  if 
Scripture  gives  it  them,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  affign  a  good  reafon 
why  Milton  fhould  not  have  ima¬ 
gined  them  to  employ  it  on  this  oc- 
cafion. 

“  It  maybe  obferved,  alfo,  that 
this  poetical  artifice,  inftead  of  de¬ 
priving  us  of  the  idea  of  their  na¬ 
tural  bulk  and  ftature,  much  en¬ 
larges  it,  reprefenting  them  as  not 
to  be  contained  at  their  full  fize 


within  walls  of  any  dimenfiors 
and  at  the  fame  time  gives  us  a 
moft  magnificent  impreflion  of  their 
numbers.” 


Qbfervations  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
Long  Parliament ,  and  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  Charles  the  Firjl . 

( From  the  Introductory  Chapter  to 
Mr.  Fox's  Hi/lory  of  the  early  Part 
of  the  Reign  of  James  the  Second.J 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war,  fo  intemperately  denominated 
a  rebellion  by  Lord  Clarendon  and 
other  tcry  writers,  the  material 
queftion  to  me  appears  to  be, 
whether  or  not  fufficient  attempts 
were  made  by  the  Parliament  and 
their  leaders,  to  avoid  bringing  af¬ 
fairs  to  fuch  a  decifion.  That  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  general  principles  of 
morality,  they  had  juftice  on  their 
fide,  cannot  fairly  be  doubted  ;  but 
did  they  fufficiently  attend  to  the 
great  dklum  of  Tully  *,  in  quef- 
tions  of  civil  diftenfion,  wherein  he 
declares  his  preference  of  even  an 
unfair  peace  to  the  moft  juft  war  l 
Did  they  fufficiently  weigh  the 
dangers  that  might  enfue  even  from 
victory  ;  dangers,  in  fuch  cafes, 
little  lefs  formidable  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty  than  thofe  which  might 
follow  a  defeat  ?.  Did  they  confider 
that  it  is  not  peculiar  to  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Pcmpey,  and  the  civil 
wars  of  Rome,  that  the  event  to 
be  looked  for  is,  as  the  fame  Tully 
defcribes  it,  in  the  cafe  of  defeat — 
profcription  ;  in  that  of  viftory, 
‘  fervitude.’  Is  the  failure  of  the 
negotiation,  when  the  king  was  in 
the  I  fie  of  Wight,  to  be  imputed 


I&iquiftioiaia  paeem  juftilfimo  hello  antefero£ 
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to  the  fufplcions  juftly  entertained 
of  his  fincerity  ?  or  to  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  the  parliamentary  leaders  ? 
If  the  infmcerity  of  the  king  was 
the  real  caufe,  ought  not  the  mif- 
chief  to  be  apprehended  from  his 
inlincerity,  rather  to  have  been 
guarded  againft  by  treaty,  than  al¬ 
leged  as  a  pretence  for  breaking 
off  the  negotiation  ?  Sad  indeed 
will  be  the  condition  of  the  world, 
if  we  are  never  to  make  peace  with 
an  adverfe  party  vvhofe  fincerity 
we  have  reafon  to  fufpeft.  Even 
juft  grounds  for  fuch  fufpicions  will 
but  too  often  occur,  and  when  fuch 
fail,  the  pronenefs  of  man  to  impute 
evil  qualities  as  well  as  evil  defigns 
to  his  enemies,  will  fuggeft  falfe 
ones.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  fuf- 
picion  of  inlincerity  was,  it  is  true, 
fo  juft,  as  to  amount  to  a  moral 
certainty.  The  example  of  the 
petition  of  right  was  a  fatisfa&ory 
proof  that  the  king  made  no  point 
of  adhering  to  conceftions  which  he 
confidered  as  extorted  from  him  ; 
and  if  a  philofophical  hiftorian, 
writing  above  a  century  after  the 
time,  can  deem  the  pretended  hard 
ufage  Charles  met  with,  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  excufe  for  his  breaking  his 
faith  in  the  firft  inftance,  much  more 
muft  that  prince  himfelf,  with  all 
his  prejudices,  and  notions  of  his 
divine  right,  have  thought  it  jufti- 
fiable  to  retradf  conceftions,  which 
to  him,  no  doubt,  appeared  far  more 
unreafonable  than  the  petition  of 
right,  and  which,  with  much  more 
colour,  he  might  conftder  as  ex¬ 
torted.  Thefe  conftderations  were 
probably  the  caufe  why  the  parlia¬ 
ment  fo  long  delayed  their  deter¬ 
mination  of  accepting  the  king’s 
offer  as  a  bafts  for  treaty  ;  but  un¬ 
fortunately,  they  had  delayed  fo 
long,  that  when  at  length  they 
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adopted  it,  they  found  themfelves 
without  power  to  carry  it  into  ex¬ 
ecution.  The  army  having  now 
ceafed  to  be  the  fervants,  had  be¬ 
come  the  mafters  of  the  parliament, 
and  being  entirely  influenced  by 
Cromwell,  gave  a  commencement 
to  what  may,  properly  fpeaking, 
be  called  a  new  reign.  The  fub- 
fequent  mcafures,  therefore,  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  king,  as  well  as 
others,  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
adds  of  the  parliament,  but  of  Crom¬ 
well  ;  and  great  and  refpeddable  as 
are  the  names  of  fome  who  fat  in 
the  high  court,  they  muft  be  re¬ 
garded,  in  this  inftance,  rather  as 
minifters  of  that  ufurper,  than  as 
adding  for  themfelves. 

The  execution  of  the  king, 
though  a  far  lefs  violent  meafure 
than  that  of  Lord  Strafford,  is  an 
event  of  fo  fingular  a  nature,  that 
we  cannot  wonder  that  it  fhould 
have  excited  more  fenfation  than 
any  other  in  the  annals  of  England. 
This  exemplary  add  of  fubftantial 
juftice,  as  it  has  been  called  by 
fome,  of  enormous  wickednefs  by 
others,  muft  be  confidered  in  two 
points  of  view.  Firft,  was  it  not 
in  itfelf  juft  and  necefiary  ?  Se¬ 
condly,  was  the  example  of  it  likely 
to  be  falutary  or  pernicious  ?  In 
regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  qaeftions, 
Mr.  Hume,  not  perhaps  intention¬ 
ally,  makes  the  bell  juftification  of 
it,  by  faying,  that  while  Charles 
lived,  the  projected  republick  could 
never  be  fecure.  But  to  juftify 
taking  away  the  life  of  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  upon  the  principle  of  felf-de- 
fence,  the  danger  muft  be  not  pro¬ 
blematical  and  remote,  but  evident 
and  immediate.  The  danger  in  this 
inftance  was  not  of  fuch  a  nature  ; 
and  the  imprifonment,  or  even  ba- 
nilbment,  of  Charles,  might  have 

given 
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given  to  the  republick  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fecurity  as  any  government 
ought  to  be  content  with.  It  muft 
be  confeffed  however  on  the  other 
fide,  that  if  the  republican  govern¬ 
ment  had  buffered  the  king  to  ef- 
cape,  it  would  have  been  an  aft  of 
juftice  and  generofity  wholly  unex¬ 
ampled  ;  and  to  have  granted  him 
even  his  life,  would  have  been  one 
amon?  the  more  rare  efforts  of  vir- 

o 

tue.  The  fhort  interval  between 
the  depofal  and  death  of  princes  is 
become  proverbial  ;  and  though 
there  may  be  fome  few  examples  on 
the  other  fide,  as  far  as  life  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  doubt  whether  a  fingle  in- 
ftance  can  be  found,  where  liberty 
has  been  granted  to  a  depofed  mo¬ 
narch.  Among  the  modes  of  de- 
ffroying  perfons  in  fuch  a  fitualion, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that 
adopted  by  Cromwell  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  is  the  lead  dishonourable. 
Edward  the  fecond,  Richard  the 
fecond,  Henry  the  fixth,  Edward 
the  fifth,  had  none  of  them  long 
furvived  their  depofal  ;  but  this 
was  the  firft  inftance,  in  our  hifiory 
at  leaf,  where,  of  fuch  an  aft,  it 
could  be  truly  faid,  that  it  was  not 
done  in  a  corner. 

As  to  the  fecond  queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  example  was  fuch  as  to  juf- 
tify  an  aft  of  fuch  violence,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  a  complete  fo ra¬ 
tion  of  it  toobferve,  that  with  re- 
fpe  ft  to  England,  (and  I  know  not 
upon  what  ground  we  are  to  fet  ex¬ 
amples  for  other  nations,  or  in  other 
words,  to  take  the  criminal  juflice 
of  the  world  into  our  hands,)  it  was 
wholly  needled,  and  therefore  un¬ 
juft  ifi  able,  to  fet  one  for  kings,  at 
a  time  when  it  was  intended  the 
office  of  king  fhould  be  abolifhed, 
auid  co.. fluently,  that  no  perfon 
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fhould  be  in  the  fituation  to  make 
it  the  rule  of  his  conduft.  Befides, 
the  miferies  attendant  upon  a  de¬ 
pofed  monarch,  fieem  to  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  deter  any  prince,  who 
thinks  of  confequences,  from  run¬ 
ning  the  rifle  of  being  placed  i$ 
fuch  a  fituation,  or,  if  death  be  the 
only  evil  that  can  deter  him,  the 
fate  of  former  tyrants  depofed  by 
their  fubjefts,  would  by  no  means 
encourage  him  to  hope  he  could 
avoid  even  that  cataftrophe.  As 
far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  event, 
the  example  was  certainly  not  very 
effectual,  fince  both  the  Tons  of 
Charles,  though  having  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  fate  before  their  eyes,  yet 
feared  not  to  violate  the  liberties 
of  the  people  even  more  than  be 
had  attempted  to  do. 

If  we  conhder  this  queftion 
of  example  in  a  more  extended 
view,  and  look  to  the  general  effeft 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  men, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  op¬ 
portunity  thus  given  to  Charles, 
to  difplay  his  firmnefs  and  piety, 
has  created  more  refpeft  for  his 
memory  than  it  could  otherwife 
have  obtained.  Refpeft  and  pity 
for  the  fufferer  on  one  hand,  and 
hatred  to  his  enemies  on  the  other, 
fioon  produce  favour  and  averfion 
to  their  refpeftive  caufes  ;  and 
thus,  even  though  it  fhould  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  (which  is  doubtful,)  that 
fome  advantage  may  have  been 
gained  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  by 
the  terror  of  the  example  operating 
upon  the  minds  of  princes,  fuch  ad¬ 
vantage  is  far  outweighed  by  the 
zeal  which  admiration  for  virtue, 
and  pity  for  fufferings,  the  heft 
paffions  of  the  human  heart,  have 
excited  in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe. 
It  has  been  thought  dangerous  to 
the  morals  of  mankind,  even  in 
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liftion  and  romance,  to  make  us 
fympathize  with  characters  whole 
general  conduCt  is  blameable;  but 
how  much  grearer  mult  the  effect 
be,  when  in  real  hiltory  our  feelings 
are  interefted  in  favour  of  a  monarch 
with  whom,  to  fay  the  leaft,  his 
fubjeCts  were  obliged  to  contend  in 
arms  for  their  liberty  ?  After  all, 
however,  notwithftanding  what  the 
more  reafonable  part  of  mankind 
may  think  upon  this  queltion,  it 
is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  this 
lingular  proceeding  has  not,  as 
much  as  any  other  circumltances, 
ferved  to  raife  the  character  of  the 
Englifh  nation  in  the  opinion  of 
Europe  in  general.  He  who  has 
read,  and  kill  more  he  who  has 
heard  in  conversion,  difcuffions 
upon  this  fubjeCt,  by  foreigners, 


mult  have  perceived,  that  even  in 
the  minds  of  rhofe  who  condemn 
the  act,  the  imprekion  made  by  i 
has  been  far  more  that  of  refpeCi 
and  admiration,  than  That  of  diR 
gull  and  horror.  The  truth  is, 
that  the  guilt  of  the  aCtion,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  taking  away  the  life  of 
the  king,  is  what  molt  men  in  the 
place  of  Cromwell  and  his  alfo- 
ciates  would  have  incurred  ;  what 
there  is  of  fplendour  and  magna¬ 
nimity  in  it,  I  mean  the  publicity 
and  folemnity  of  the  aCt,  is  what 
few  would  be  capable  of  difplaying. 
It  is  a  degrading  faCt  to  human  na¬ 
ture,  that  even  the  fending  away  of 
the  Duke  of  Glouceller  was  an  in- 
fiance  of  generohty  almoft  unex¬ 
ampled  in  the  hiltory  of  tranfaClions 
of  this  nature. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  i8oS. 

Bj  Henry  James  Fye,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat . 


TOEHOLD  yon  lurid  Orb  that  Teems 

Devious  thro’  aether’s  paths  to  ftray. 

And,  while  with  baleful  light  it  gleams* 

Appears  to  trace  no  certain  way  ; 

No  influence  mild  with  genial  force 
Waits  on  its  defultory  courfe  : 

But  myriads  view  its  flreaming  hair 
Shed  death  and  horror  thro’  the  air, 

While  even  Science’  piercing  fight, 

Clear  from. the  mills  of  vifionary  fears, 

Anxious  beholds  the  erratic  Stranger’s  flight, 

Left  mingling  with  the  planetary  fpheres. 

It  (hake  the  order  of  the  mighty  frame, 

Beftroy  with  pondrous  Ihock,  or  melt  with  fulphurous  flam#* 


* 


Such  is,  alas!  the  dread  that  waits 
On  favage  Inroad’s  wild  career, 

While  trembling  round,  the  peaceful  States 
Survey  its  meteor  courfe  with  fear  ; 

And  as  the  immortal  mandate  guides, 

And  points  the  Comet  where  to  ftray  ; 

So  thro’  the  battle’s  crimfon  tides 
It  points  Ambition’s  fatal  way  ; 
Submiflive  both  th’  Eternal’s  will  perform, 
As  a<5t  his  high  beheft  the  earthquake  and  the  ftorm* 


But  as  with  ray  benign  and  bland 
The  radiant  Ruler  of  the  year 
Sheds  plenty  on  the  fmiling  land 

Where’er  his  vivifying  beams  appear, 


Now 
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.  Now  wakes  the  rofeate  bloom  of  Spring, 

Farm’d  by  young  Zephyr’s  tepid  wing, 

Or  clothes  the  wide  expanding  plain, 

With  Summer’s  fruits,  or  Autumn’s  grain, 

Or  gathering  from  the  watery  Chores 
Sources  of  vegetable  {lores, 

Renews  fcorch’d  Earth’s  exhaufled  powers 
WTith  balmy  dews  and  gentle  {bowers  ; 

So  from  the  patriot  Monarch’s  care, 

Whofe  bread  no  dreams  of  conqued  move. 

Founding  his  glory  on  his  people’s  love. 

And  proud  to  boad  unbounded  empire  there. 

The  copious  rills  of  Peace  domedic  dream, 

Warm  glows  fair  Virtue’s  flame,  and  bright  Religion’s  beam* 

O  Britain,  may  thy  happy  coaft, 

Tho’  loud  oppreflion  rage  around. 

To  the  applauding  nations  boad 

One  fhore  with  peace,  with  mercy  crown’d  ; 

Still  may  thy  hofpitable  feat 
To  fudering  greatnefs  yield  a  fafe  retreat ; 

For  when  the  facred  fiat  of  the  Ikies 
Fird  caus’d  they  fea. encircled  Realm  to  rife. 

It  bade  it  an  eternal  column  dand  *, 

Sacred  to  want  and  woe  from  every  clime  and  land* 

ODE  /or  the  KING’S  Birth. Day ,  June  4,  i8o3* 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet  Laureate 

NOT  with  more  joy  when  gathering  round. 

Dark  mids  the  face  of  Heaven  deform. 

When  howls  the  wind  with  hollow  found. 

Preluding  to  the  rifing  dorm; 

We  thro’  the  fevering  clouds  defcry 
Of  cheering  light  a  golden  gleam  : 

And  hail  awhile  the  clearing  fky, 

And  feel  awhile  the  genial  beam  ; 

Than  now,  when  fpreading  wide  and  far. 

Roars  the  tremendous  peal  of  war. 

We  blefs  of  peace  and  joy  the  ray, 

That  gilds  the  happy  hours  of  George’s  natal  day0 

From  regions  wrapp’d  in  endlefs  fnow. 

Eternal  Winter’s  drear  domain. 

To  where  Sol’s  fervid  axles  glow 
Inceflfant  o’er  the  arid  plain. 


*  Pinch  Olymp.  riii.  Strophe  & 
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The  Mines  look  with  anxious  eye 
To  fee  the  clouds  of  difcord  fly, 

That  the  loud  clarion’s  warliks  found. 

Which  awes  a  trembling  world,  may  ceafe. 
And  all  their  tuneful  choir  around 

May  ftrike  the  lyre  to  notes  of  Peace  ; 

The  fcenes  of  horror  and  of  death  be  o’er, 

And  fell  Ambition  grafp  her  iron  rod  no  more. 

Vain  are  their  hopes,  their  vows  are  vain  ; 

War  ftill  protradls  his  bloody  reign  ; 

And  when  thefe  halcyon  hours  are  pail. 

That  lull  awhile  the  ftormy  blaft. 

The  Mufe  again  in  martial  lays, 

Mult  bid  her  voice  the  Song  of  Battle  raife  ; 
Muft  fhew  that  all  the  joys  that  fmile 
On  Britain’s  Heaven-protedled  Ifle, 

Call  on  her  Sons  with  tenfold  might 
To  Hem  the  threatening  waves  of  fight. 

Whelm  in  the  enfanguin’d  tide  their  country’s  foes. 
And  guard  with  giant  arm  the  bleflings  Heaven  bellows 


The  Battle  of  Plodder, and  Death  of  Marmion»  From  (S 

Walter  Scotty  Efq» 

BLOUNT  and  Fitz-Euftace  relied  ftill 
With  Lady  Clare  upon  the  hill  j 
On  which,  (for  far  the  day  was  fpent,) 

The  weftern  fun. beams  now  were  bent. 

The  cry  they  heard,  its  meaning  knew. 

Could  plain  their  diftant  comrades  view-s 
Sadly  to  Blount  did  Euftace  fay. 

Unworthy  office  here  to  ftay  ! 

No  hope  of  gilded  fpurs  to-day.— 

But,  fee  !  look  up— on  Flodden  bent, 

The  Scottilh  foe  has  fired  his  tent.” 

And  hidden,  as  lie  fpoke, 

From  the  fharp  ridges  of  the  hill, 

All  downward  to  the  banks  of  Till, 

Was  wreath’d  in  fable  fmoke  ; 

Volumed  and  vaft,  and  rolling  far. 

The  cloud  enveloped  Scotland’s  war. 

As  down  die  hill  they  broke ; 

Nor  martial  ftiout,  nor  minftrel  tone, 
Announced. their  march;  their  tread  alone^ 
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At  times  one  warning  trumpet  blown, 

At  times  a  ft ifled  hum, 

Told  England,  from  his  mountain-throne 
King  James  did  rufning  come. — 

Scarce  could  they  hear,  or  fee  their  foes. 
Until  at  weapon-point  they  clofe. — 

They  clofe,  in  clouds  of  fmoke  and  duft. 
With  fword-fway,  and  with  lance’s  thruft ; 

And  fuch  a  yell  was  there, 

Of  fudden  and  portentous  birth, 

As  if  men  fought  upon  the  earth. 

And  fiends  in  upper  air. 

Long  looked  the  anxious  fquires  ;  their  eye 
Could  in  the  darknefs  nought  defcry. 

At  length  the  frefhening  weftern  blaft 
Afide  the  fhroud  of  battle  caft  ; 

And.  fir  ft,  the  ridge  of  mingled  fpears 
Above  the  brightening  cloud  appears  ; 

And  in  the  fmoke  the  pennons  flew. 

As  in  the  ftorm  the  white  fea-mew. 

Then  marked  they  dafning  broad  and  far, 

The  broken  billows  of  the  war, 

And  plumed  crefts  of  chieftains  brave. 
Floating  like  foam  upon  the  wave ; 

But  nought  diftinft  they  fee  : 

Wide  raged  the  battle  on  the  plain  ; 

Spears  fhook,  and  faulchions  flafhed  amain  ; 
Fell  England’s  arrow. flight  like  rain; 

Crefts  rofe,  and  ftooped,  and  rofe  again. 
Wild  and  diforderly. 

Amid  the  fcene  of  tumult,  high 
They  faw  Lord  Marmion’s  falcon  fly  i 
And  ftainlefs  Tunftall’s  banner  white. 

And  Edmund  Howard’s  lion  bright. 

Still  bear  them  bravely  in  the  fight ; 

Although  againft  them  come, 

Of  gallant  Gordon’s  many  a  one. 

And  many  a  ftubborn  Highlandman, 

And  many  a  rugged  Border  clan, 

With  Huntley,  and  with  Home. 

Far  on  the  left,  unfeen  the  while, 

Stanley  broke  Lennox  and  Argyle; 

Though  there  the  weftern  mountaineer 
Rufhed  with  bare  bofom  on  the  fpear. 

And  flung  the  feeble  targe  afide, 

And  with  both  hands  the  broad-fword  plied  p 
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5Twas  vain. —But  Fortune,  on  the  right. 

With  fickle  fmile,  cheered  Scotland’s  fight* 

Then  fell  that  fpotlefs  banner  white. 

The  Howard’s  lion  fell; 

Yet  ftill  Lord  Marmion’s  falcon  flew 
With  wavering  flight,  while  fiercer  grew 
Around  the  battle  yell. 

The  Border  flogan  rent  the  (ky  : 

A  Home  !  a  Gordon !  was  the  cry  ; 

Loud  were  the  clanging  blows ; 

Advanced, — forced  back, — now  low,  now  high, 
The  pennon  funk  and  rofe  ; 

As  bends  the  bark’s  mail  in  the  gale, 

When  rent  are  rigging,  Ihrouds,  and  fail. 

It  wavered  mid  the  foes. 

No  longer  Blount  the  view  could  bear 
**  By  heaven,  and  all  its  faints  1  I  fwear, 

I  will  not  fee  it  loft  ! 

Fltz-Euftace,  you  with  Lady  Clare 
May  bid  your  beads,  and  patter  prayer, 

I  gallop  to  the  hoft.” 

And  to  the  fray  he  rode  amain. 

Followed  by  all  the  archer  train. 

The  fiery  youth,  with  defperate  charge , 

Made,  for  a  fpace,  an  opening  large,— 

The  refcued  banner  rofe, — • 

But  darkly  clofed  the  war  around, 

Like  pine-tree,  rooted  from  the  ground. 

It  funk  among  the  foes. 

Then  Euftace  mounted  too  yet  ftaid. 

As  loth  to  leave  the  haplefs  maid, 

When,  faft  as  (haft  can  fly, 

Blood. (hot  his  eyes,  his  noftrils  fpread, 

The  loofe  rein  dangling  from  his  head, 
Houfing  and  faddle  bloody  red, 

Lord  Marmion’s  fteed  rufhed  by  ; 

And  Euftace,  maddening  at  the  fight, 

A  look  and  fign  to  Clara  caft, 

To  mark  he  would  return  in  hade. 

Then  plunged  into  the  fight. 

A(k  me  not  what  the  maiden  feels. 

Left  in  that  dreadful  hour  alone  : 

Perchance  her  reafon  (loops,  or  reels ; 

Perchance  a  courage,  not  her  own. 

Braces  her  mind  to  defperate  tone. — - 
The  fcattered  van  of  England  wheels 
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She  only  faid,  as  loud  in  air 

The  tumult  roared,  “  Is  Wilton  there  — ■ 

They  fly,  or,  maddened  by  defpair. 

Fight  but  to  die. — (<  Is  Wilton  there?” — - 
With  that,  ftraight  up  the  hill  there  rode 
Two  horfemen  drenched  with  gore, 

And  in  their  arms,  a  helplefs  load, 

A  wounded  knight  they  bore. 

His  hand  ftill  (trained  the  broken  brand ; 

His  arms  were  fmeared  with  blood,  and  fand» 

Dragged  from  among  the  horfes  feet. 

With  dinted  Ihield,  and  helmet  beat. 

The  falcon-creft  and  plumage  gone. 

Can  that  be  haughty  Marmion  !— - 
Young  Blount  his  armour  did  unlace. 

And,  gazing  on  his  ghaftly  face, 

Said — u  By  Saint  George,  he’s  gone  ! 

That  fpear-wound  has  our  mailer  fped ! 

And  fee  the  deep  cut  on  his  head  ! 

Good  night  to  Marmion.”— 

Unnurtured  Blount!  thy  brawling  ceafe  : 

He  opes  his  eyes,”  faid  Eultace,  S(  peace!”— 

W^lien,  doffed  his  cafque,  he  felt  free  air. 

Around  gan  Marmion  wildly  flare 
“  Where’s  Harry  Blount  ?  Fitz-Euftace  where  ? 

Linger  ye  here,  ye  hearts  of  hare ! 

Redeem  my  pennon, — charge  again  ! 

Cry — f  Marmion  to  the  refcue  Is— -Vain  l 
Laft  of  my  race,  on  battle-plain 
That  Ihout  lhall  ne’er  be  heard  again  !— - 
Yet  my  laft  thought  is  England’s  fly, 

To  Dacre  bear  my  fignet-ring  ; 

Tell  him  his  fquadrons  up  to  bring*— 

Fitz-Euftace,  to  Lord  Surrey  hie  : 

Tunftall  lies  dead  upon  the  field  ; 

His  life-blood  ftains  the  fpotlefs  fhield  i 
Edmund  is  down  ; — my  life  is  reft 
The  Admiral  alone  is  left. 

Let  Stanley  charge  with  fpur  of  fire,—* 

With  Chefter  charge,  and  Lancalhire, 

Full  upon  Scotland’s  cenrral  holt. 

Or  victory  and  England’s  loft. — 

Muft  I  bid  twice  ? — hence,  varlets !  fly  I 
Leave  Marmion  here  alone — to  die.” — 

They  parted,  and  alone  he  lay; 

Clare  drew  her  from  the  fight  away. 

Till 
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Till  pain  wrung  forth  a  lowly  moan. 

And  half  he  murmured, — “  Is  there  none, 

Cf  all  my  halls  have  nurd. 

Page,  fquire,  or  groom,  one  cup  to  bring 
Of  bleffed  water,  from  the  fpring, 

To  flake  my  dying  third  !” — • 

O,  woman !  in  our  hours  of  eafe, 

Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  pleafe. 

And  variable  as  the  fhade 

By  the  light  quivering  afpen  made  : 

When  pain  and  anguifh  wring  the  brow, 

A  miniftering  angel  thou  !- — 

Scarce  were  the  piteous  accents  faid. 

When,  with  the  Baron’s  cafque,  the  maid 
To  the  nigh  ftreamlet  ran  : 

Forgot  were  hatred,  wrongs,  and  fears  | 

The  plaintive  voice  alone  fhe  hears, 

Sees  but  the  dying  man. 

She  Hooped  her  by  the  runnel’s  fide. 

But  in  abhorrence  backward  drew. 

For,  oozing  from  the  mountain’s  fide. 

Where  raged  the  war,  a  dark  red  tide 
Was  curdling  in  the  ftreamlet  blue. 

Where  fhall  (he  turn ! — behold  her  mark 
A  little  fountain-cell, 

Where  water,  clear  as  diamond-fpark, 

In  a  ftone  bafon  fell. 

Above,  fome  half-worn  letters  fay, 
i(  Drink,  weary,  pilgrim,  drink,  and.  pray  a 
For.  the.  ki?id.  soul.  of.  Sybil.  Grey. 

Who.  built,  this,  cro/s.  and.  well . 

She  filled  the  helm,  and  back  fne  hied. 

And  with  furprize  and  joy  efpied 

A  Monk  fupporting  Marmion’s  head  % 

A  pious  man,  whom  duty  brought 
To  dubious  verge  of  battle  fought, 

To  fiirieve  the  dying,  blefs  the  dead* 

Deep  drank  Lord  Marmion  of  the  wave, 

And,  as  (he  ftooped  his  brow  to  lave — 
i(  Is  it  the  hand  of  Clare,”  he  faid, 

14  Or  injured  Conftance,  bathes  my  head  ?” 

Then,  as  remembrance  rofe, — 

44  Speak  not  to  me  of  thrift  or  prayer  * 

I  mu  ft  red  refs  her  woes. 

Short  fpace,  few  words,  are  mine  to  fpare , 
Forgive  and  liften,  gentle  Clare 
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<f  Alas !”  fhe  faid,  fi  the  while, — - 
O  think  of  your  immortal  weal ! 

In  vain  for  Conftance  is  your  zeal ; 

She  died  at  Holy  Ifle.” — 

Lord  Marmion  ftarted  from  the  ground. 

As  light  as  if  he  felt  no  wound  ; 

Though  in  the  a&ion  burft  the  tide. 

In  torrents,  from  his  wounded  fide. 

“  Then  it  was  truth!” — he  faid— I  knew 
That  the  dark  prefage  mult  be  true.— 

I  would  the  Fiend,  to  whom  belongs 
The  vengeance  due  to  all  her  wrongs. 

Would  fpare  me  but  a  day  ! 

For  wafting  fire,  and  dying  groan. 

And  priefts  flain  on  the  altar  (tone, 

Might  bribe  him  for  delay. 

It  may  not  be!- — this  dizzy  trance— 

Curfe  on  yon  bafe  marauder's  launce, 

And  doubly  curfed  my  failing  brand ! 

A  finful  heart  makes  feeble  hand.”— 

Then,  fainting,  down  on  earth  he  funk. 

Supported  by  the  trembling  Monk. 

With  fruitlefs  labour,  Clara  bound. 

And  ftrove  to  ftaunch  the  gufhing  wound  ; 

The  monk,  with  unavailing  cares, 

Exhaufted  all  the  Church's  prayers 
Ever,  he  faid,  that,  clofe  and  near, 

A  lady’s  voice  was  in  his  ear, 

And  that  the  prieft  he  could  not  hear. 

For  that  fhe  ever  fung, 

<(  In  the  loft  battle ,  borne  down  by  the  fiyfttg} 

Where  mingles  njjar’s  rattle  <with  groans  of  the  dying 

So  the  notes  rung  ; 

<f  Avoid  thee,  Fiend  !— with  cruel  hand, 

Shake  not  the  dying  finner’s  fand  ! — 

O  look,  my  fon,  upon  yon  fign 
Of  the  Redeemer's  grace  divine  ; 

O  think  on  faith  and  blifs  !  — » 

By  many  a  death*bed  I  have  been. 

And  many  a  finner's  parting  feen. 

But  never  aught  like  this.” — » 

The  war  that  for  a  fpace  did  fail, 

Now  trebly  thundering  fwelled  the  gale, 

And- — Stanley!  was  the  cry; — *■ 

A  light  on  Marmion's  vifage’fpread, 

And  fired  his  glazing  eye  : 
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With  dying  hand,  above  his  head 
He  fhook  the  fragment  of  his  blade. 

And  fhouted  “  Victory  ! — 
ts  Charge,  Chefler,  charge  !  On,  Stanley,  on 
Were  the  laft  words  of  Marmion. 

By  this,  though  deep  the  evening  fell. 

Still  rofe  the  battle’s  deadly  fwell, 

Forftill  the  Scots,  around  their  king. 

Unbroken,  fought  in  defperate  ring. 

Where’s  now  their  vi&or  vaward  wing. 

Where  Huntley,  and  where  Home  ?— 

O  for  a  blaft  of  that  dread  horn, 

On  Fontarabian  echoes  born. 

That  to  King  Charles  did  come. 

When  Rowland  brave,  and  Olivier, 

And  every  paladin  and  peer. 

On  Roncefvalles  died  ! 

Such  blaft  might  warn  them,  not  in  vain. 

To  quit  the  plunder  of  the  llain. 

And  turn  the  doubtful  day  again. 

While  yet  on  Fiodden  fide. 

Afar,  the  Royal  Standard  flies, 

And  round  it  toils  and  bleeds  and  dies, 

Our  Caledonian  pride  1 
In  vain  the  wifli — for  far  away. 

While  fpoil  and  havoc  mark  their  way, 

Near  Sybil’s  Crofs  the  plunderers  ftray.— 
ff  O  Lady,”  cried  the  Monk,  u  away  !”— « 

And  placed  her  on  her  fleed  ; 

And  led  her  to  the  chapel  fair. 

Of  Tilmouth  upon  Tweed. 

There  all  the  night  they  fpent  in  prayer. 

And,  at  the  dawn  of  morning,  there 
She  met  her  kinfman,  Lord  Fitz-Ciare. 

But  as  they  left  the  darkening  heath, 

More  defperate  grew  the  ft  rife  of  death. 

The  Englifh  (hafts  in  vollies  hailed, 

In  headlong  charge  their  horfe  aflaiied  ; 

Front,  flank,  and  rear,  the  fquadrons  fweep. 

To  break  the  Scottiih  circle  deep, 

That  fought  around  their  king. 

But  yet,  though  thick  the  fhafts  as  fnow. 

Though  charging  knights  like  whirlwinds  go. 
Though  bilhmen  deal  the  ghaftly  blow. 

Unbroken  was  the  ring  ; 

The  ftubborn  fpear-men  ftill  made  good 
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Their  dark  impenetrable  wood, 

Each  ftepping  where  his  comrade  flood. 

The  inftant  that  he  fell. 

No  thought  was  there  of  daftard  flight ; — 
Linked  in  the  ferried  phalanx  tight, 

Groom  fought  like  noble,  fquire  like  knight. 
As  fearlefslv  and  well. 

Till  utter  darknefs  clofed  her  wing 
O’er  their  thin  hofl  and  wounded  king. 

Then  fkilful  Surrey’s  fage  commands 
Led  back  from  flrife  his  fhatter’d  bands  ; 

And  from  the  charge  they  drew, 

As  mountain. waves,  from  wafted  lands. 

Sweep  back  to  ocean  blue. 

Then  did  their  lofs  his  foeman  know ; 

Their  king,  their  lords,  their  mightieft  low. 
They  melted  from  the  field  as  fnow. 

When  ftreams  are  fwoln,  and  fouth  winds  blow, 
Diflolves  in  filent  dew. 

Tweed’s  echoes  heard  the  ceafelefs  plafh. 

While  many  a  broken  band, 

Difordered,  through  her  currents  dafti. 

To  gain  the  Scottilh  land  ; 

To  town  and  tower,  to  down  and  dale. 

To  tell  red  Flodden’s  difmal  tale. 

And  raife  the  univerfal  wail. 

Tradition,  legend,  tune,  and  fong, 

Shall  many  an  age  that  wail  prolong  : 

Still  from  the  fire  the  fon  fhall  hear 
Of  the  ftern  ftrife,  and  carnage  drear, 

Of  Flodden’s  fatal  field, 

Where  fhivered  was  fair  Scotland’s  fpear. 

And  broken  was  her  fhield  ! 


The  Ilampjhire  Cottagers.  A  Tale,  By  Mi/s  Mi t ford.  From  the  Poetical 

Regijler}  Vol.  VII • 

✓ 

HOW  lovely  o’er  thy  vallies  gay, 

Sweet  Hampftiire  fpreads  the  verdure  mild  1 
How  brightly  fhines  the  morning  ray 
That  quivers  on  thy  woodlands  wild  1 

Eden  of  England  !  thou  art  fair  ! 

Thine  is  each  foft  and  awful  grace  ! 

A  Claude  might  catch  his  beauty  there. 

Or  wild  Salvator  grandeur  trace. 

Vol.  L.  or  Vol.  VIII.  New  Series. 
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And  there  beneath  <(  Ytene’s  oaks/* 

Where  darkly  fpreads  the  fored  gloom 
That  echoes  to  the  woodman’s  ftrokes. 

The  blufhing  rofe  delights  to  bloom. 

Fair  are  thy  villas,  fairer  dill 

The  cots  that  (kirt  the  green  wood  fide  j 
Where  fome  lone,  (hallow,  babbling  rill 
Pours  through  the  vale  its  filver  tide. 

And  faired  of  the  cottage  train 

That  decks  fair  Hampfhire’s  vallies  gaya 
Of  cluftering  vine  and  jafmine  vain, 

Rofe  the  fwe£t  home  of  Gerard  Grey® 

All  fmil’d  without  the  lovely  cot. 

And  all  within  of  comfort  lpoke  ; 

The  happy  peafants  bled  their  lot. 

And  doubly  bled  the  nuptial  yoke. 

Thofe  walls  had  witnefs’d  Gerard’s  birth  $ 

And  witnefs’d  thirty  years  of  blifs. 

Since  fhe  whom  bed  he  lov’d  on  earth, 

Blulh’d  whild  he  gave  the  bridal  kifs0 

One  only  daughter  bled  the  pair  • — 

On  the  lone  (hrub  one  rofe  bud  beam’d,— 
Needs  it  to  fay  how  fweet,  how  fair, 

How  pure,  this  living  bloffom  feem’d  ? 

But  not  the  parent’s  eye  alone 

Dwelt  on  that  dower  without  a  (lain  ; 

For  though  the  village  world  was  known 
The  beauty  and  the  worth  of  Jane. 

To  win  her  heart,  with  rudic  wile 
Full  many  a  fimple  peafant  drove. 

She  gave  to  all  a  grateful  fmile, 

But  William  gain’d  the  blulh  of  love* 

A  friendlefs  orphan  was  the  youth  ; 

But  indudry,  and  ftrength,  and  health, 
Unblem'ifh’d  virtue,  fpotlefs  truth, 

And  faithful  love,  were  William's  wealth. 

1  hey  both  were  young  ;  but  “  ye  (hall  wed,*5 
Joyous,  the  happy  father  cried. 

Together  will  we  feek  our  bread, 
i(  And  work  for  Jane  our  mutual  pride  l 
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((  How  bled  will  be  the  day,  to  fee 
<{  Your  lovely  babes  around  you  clings 

iS  Hang  fondly  on  their  mother's  knee, 

(<  Or  infant  carols  gaily  fing ! 

s(  Yes  ye  (hall  wed!  foon  Jane  will  come, 

((  Bled  witnefs  of  our  nuptial  vows  ! 

S(  Then  (hall  my  cot  be  William’s  home; 
i(  My  blooming  Jane  be  William’s  fpoufed® 

Oh  !  gaily  pad  fair  April’s  day 

Mid  watery  funs,  and  balmy  (hewers ! 

Now  in  the  pride  of  early  May 

Each  meadow  beams  with  dewy  flower*  ; 

And  Jane  more  fair,  more  fweet  than  they. 
Trips  lightly  through  the  verdant  bowers* 

To  meet  her  William  flies  the  maid, 
William,  for  three  long  days  unfeen  ! 

A  truant  from  his  native  (hade. 

To  Milbrook  fair  the  youth  had  been.. 

He  comes,  but,  oh  !  how  chang’d  his  air  l 
How  gloomy  his  o’erclouded  brow  ! 

To  his  fad  bread  he  clafps  the  fair, 

Then  faultering  tells  his  tale  of  woe® 

Too  fad,  too  common  is  the  tale! 

By  heat,  fatigue  and  mirth  o’ercome  $ 

Whilft  quaffing  the  infpiring  ale, 

He  hears  the  fpirit-dirring  drum. 

The  ferjeanPs  artful  tale  he  hears ; 

The  fatal  oaths,  are  quickly  ta’en  - 
And  foon,— ah  ceafe  thofe  fruitlefs  tears  ! 

(S  Mull  William  leave  thee,  gentle  Jane.’* 

I  may  not  tell  the  mournful  feene 

When  William  left  her  clafping  arms,-** 

Ye  that  have  lov’d  and  parted  been. 

Ah  !  well  ye  know  her  fond  alarms ! 

I  may  not  tell  what  anguilh  rent 

Her  heart,  when  with  the  martial  trairi 

To  injured  Lufitania  fent. 

He  failed  upon  the  didant  main. 

*  Y  v  % 
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Oh  !  drooping  was  that  lovely  flower 
That  bloom’d  To  fair  in  April’s  ray  ! 

Sad  and  alone  the  weary  hour. 

She  wept  for  William  far  away. 

And  oft  yon  towering  hill  fhe  feeks. 

To  gaze  upon  the  mifty  line 
That  faintly  the  horizon  ftreaks, 

And  marks  where  land  and  ocean  join.  • 

There  would  flie  fit,  and  mufe,  and  weep. 

Dwell  on  the  light  bark’s  (hadowy  form. 

And  as  the  evening  breezes  fweep, 

Would  Ihudder  at  the  approaching  ftorm. 

But  youth  and  health  are  buoyant  ftill 
Soon  hope  difplay’d  her  vifions  gay  ; 

As  on  the  fnow-crown’d  Alpine  hill 
The  wintry  funs  refplendent  play, 

So  bright  the  lovely  dreams  diftill ! 

So  tranfltory  fade  away  1 

Again  her  dimpled  fmiles  arife. 

Her  mild  eyes  beam,  her  rofes  bloom— 

Ah  !  fatal  are  thofe  love-fraught  eyes ! 

Gay  witching  fmiles  ye  feal  her  doom! 

For  Fitzroy  faw.  Detefted  name  ! 

Follow’d  by  curfes  low  and  deep ; 

He  boafts  the  fell  feducer’s  fame, 

Through  him  unnumber’d  wretches  weep  ; 

Or,  happier  thus  to  hide  their  fhame. 

Low  in  the  grave  his  vidlims  fleep. 

He  faw  her  fair  ;  and  foon  his  darts 
Alfiduous  the  deflroyer  proves.— 

What  can  avail  his  thoufand  arts  ? 

What  fhaft  can  pierce  a  heart  that  loves  ? 

But  nearer,  dearer  forrows  prefs  ; 

Fell  poverty’s  malignant  train 
Difeafe,  and  anguifli,  and  diftrefs, 

At  once  o’er  whelm  the  drooping  Jane. 

No  longer  in  his  flnewy  hands 

Her  aged  Father  holds  the  plough  ; 

Her  mother’s  wheel  all  ufelefs  ftands  ; 

And  Cherry  dies ;  their  only  cow  ! 


She 
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The  rent  day  comes  ;  and  many  a  pang 
Pierces  the  heart  of  Gerard  Grey  ; 

Till  feized  by  ftcknefs’  iron  fang, 

Gerard  had  ftill  been  firft  to  pay. 

But  now  he  from  his  home  muft  go,— 

The  cheriftied  home  of  fixty  years ! 

And  in  the  dread  abode  of  woe, 

The  workhoufe !  clofe  his  days  in  tears. 

Poor  haplefs  Jane  !  ftill  Fitzroy  preft. 

And  offered  ftores  of  glittering  gold  ; 

But  faithful  ftill  that  gentle  breaft. 

To  every  love  but  William’s  cold. 

She  wept  her  parents’  wretched  fate, 

But  ftill  a  lingering  hope  arofe ; 

That  her  own  William,  rich  and  great 
Would  come,  and  banifh  all  their  woes. 

Toiling  and  weeping,  hoping  ftill. 

The  dreary  hours  flow  glided  by  ; 

When  lo  !  (the  meflenger  of  ill !) 

A  foldier  met  her  eager  eye. 

He  alked  her  name,  (lie  anfwered  not, 

But,  ((  Where  is  William  ?”  breathlefs  faid. 

His  dreadful  errand  foon  flie  caught, — 

That  William,  fo  beloved,  was  dead  \ 

A 

’Vails  not  to  tell  Corunna’s  day. 

When  Britain’s  fons  the  war-tide  Item, 

Scatter  their  foes  like  ocean  fpray, 

But  mourn,  alas !  their  pureft  gem  : 

For  ever  (horn  the  brighteft  ray 
That  fhone  in  Valour’s  diadem! — - 

r]  hen  William  fell  ;  and,  ere  he  died. 

Gave  to  his  faithful  comrade’s  care, 

The  ring  he  deftined  for  his  bride, 

And  a  bright  ringlet  of  her  hair. 

<(  And  ere  he  died,  he  bade  him  fay 
il  No  pang  had  he  in  that  dread  night, 

(<  Save  for  that  fweet  one  far  away, 

((  More  dear  than  health,  or  life,  or  light ! 
For  her  my  parting  breath  {hall  pray, 

“  And  we  (hall  meet  in  regions  bright !” 


She 
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She  finks  fubdued  ;  but  not  in  death, 

Though  <  old  and  pale  as  death  fhe  lies  ; 

Again  revives  her  quivering  breath  | 

Again  fhe  opes  her  weary  eyes ! 

To  life,  to  mifery,  fhe  wakes ! 

A  heavy  fenfe  of  endlefs  woe  ! 

Her  frame  with  trembling  chillnefs  fhakes ; 

Or  burns  with  wildly  fevered  glow. 

She  names  not  Him  for  ever  gone  ! 

Her  tears  are  dried  and  hufhed  her  fighsj 
Her  cold  heart  feems  transformed  to  (lone  ; 

But  lightning  flafhes  from  her  eyes. 

And  in  her  wild  and  hollow  tone, 

Defpair  and  madnefs  feem  to  rife, 

O’erclouded  was  that  reafon  bright. 

That  mental  vifion  pure  and  clear. 

Quenched  that  mild  ray  of  heavenly  light. 

Strong  to  direct,  and  warm  to  cheer. 

Rofe  to  her  eyes  that  blood-kained  beach. 

Where  William’s  corfe  unburied  lay  ; 

Rung  in  her  ears  the  difmal  fcreech 
Of  vultures,  hovering  over  their  prey* 

Oh !  is  there  none  to  fpeak  of  peace. 

To  calm  that-  brain  to  frenzy  driven  t 
Bid  that  defpairing  anguifh  ceafe, 

And  gently  guide  her  thoughts  to  Heaven  ? 

Heart-broken,  hopelefs  of  relief. 

Her  parents’  bitter  forrows  flow  ; 

Not  William’s  death  their  only  grief. 

To-morrow  from  their  horpe  theygo* 

Warm  from  the  heart,  her  mother’s  tears 
Bathe  Jane’s  cold  break  and  icy  cheek  ; 

The  fad  appeal  her  bofom  hears. 

In  fondnefs  krong,  in  ireafon  weak. 

Gone  is  that  guiding  ray  divine, 

Unheard  Religion’s  heavenly  call. 

Wit,  virtue,  fenfe,  no  more  ye  fhine  ! 

But  filial  love  lurvives  ye  all  | 

Again 
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Again  the  Tempter  comes ;  nor  vain 
His  offered  love,  his  iaviihed  geld  ; 

* 1  Give  to  iny  parents  wealth,  and  Jane 
ff  Shall  Fitzroy  find  no  longer  cold!’* 

He  came,  but  fled  ere  morning  ray  ; 

At  noon  again  he  fought  the  cot,— 

There  Jane  a  felf-flain  vi&im  lay. 

For  ever  clofed.  her  hapiefs  lot.  ' 

O  God  !  in  thine  eternal  day 

May  Mercy’s  tears  the  record  blot ! 

Her  virtues  fhioe  in  bright  array  ! 

Her  errors  and  her  end  forgot ! 

France :  an  Ode,  By  S.T.  Coleridge ,  Efq,  From  the  fame* 

YE  Clouds,  that  far  above  me  float  and  paule, 

Whofe  pathlcfs  march  no  mortal  may  control  l 
Ye  ocean  waves,  that,  wherefoe’er  ye  roil. 

Yield  homage  only  to  eternal  laws  l 
Ye  woods  that  iiften  to  the  night-bird’s  finging, 

Midway  the  fmooth  and  perilous  fteep  reclin’d  ; 

Save  when  your  own  imperious  branches  Twinging: 

Have  made  a  folemn  mufic  of  the  wind  J 
Where,  like  a  man  belov’d  of  God, 

Thro’  glooms,  which  never  woodman  trod. 

How  oft,  purfuing  fancies  holy, 

My  moon-light  way  o’er  flow’ring  weeds  I  wound. 

Inspired  beyond  the  guefs  of  folly. 

By  each  rude  fhape,  and  wild  unconquerable  found ! 

O,  ye  loud  waves,  and  O,  ye  forelts  high, 

And  O,  ye  clouds  that  far  above  me  foar’d  ! 

Thou  riling  fun,  thou  blue  rejoicing  fky  ! 

Yea,  every  thing  that  is,  and  will  be  free. 

Bear  witnefs  for  me  wherefoe’er  ye  be. 

With  what  deep  worfhip  1  have  Hill  ador’d, 

The  lpirit  of  divined  liberty. 

When  France  in  wrath  her  giant  limbs  uprear’d, 

And  with  that  oath  which  finoce  earth,  air,  and  fea, 

Stamp’d  her  ftrong  foot  and  laid,  fhe  would  be  free, 

Bear  witnefs  for  me,  how  I  hoped  and  fear’d! 

With  what  a  joy  my  lofty  gratulation 
Unaw’d  I  funy  amid  a  llavifh  band  : 

O 

And  when  to  whelm  the  difenchanted  nation. 

Like  fiends  embattled  by  a  wizard’s  wand, 
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The  monarchs  march’d  in  evil  day. 

And  Britain  join’d  the  dire  array  ; 

Though  dear  her  fhores,  and  circling  ocean, 

Though  many  friendlhips,  many  youthful  loves 
Had  fwoln  the  patriot  emotion, 

And  flung  a  magic  light  o’er  all  her  hills  and  groves; 

Yet  ftill  my  voice  unalter’d  fang  defeat 
To  all  that  brav’d  the  tyrant-quelling  lance, 

And  (hame  too  long  delay’d,  and  vain  retreat  l 
For  ne’er,  O  Liberty  !  with  partial  aim 
I  dimm’d  thy  light,  or  damp’d  thy  holy  flame  ; 

But  bleft  the  paeans  of  deliver’d  France, 

And  hung  my  head,  and  wept  at  Britain’s  name  ! 

i£  And  what  (I  faid)  tho’  blafphemy’s  loud  fcream 
<(  With  thatfweet  mulic  of  deliv’rance  flrove  ; 

<l  Tho’  all  the  fierce  and  drunken  paflions  wove 
A  dance  more  wild  than  ever  maniac’s  dream  ; 
ss  Ye  dorms,  that  round  the  dawning  eaft  affembled. 

The  fun  was  rifing,  tho’  ye  hid  his  light !” 

And  when  to  footh  my  foul,  that  hoped  and  trembled. 

The  difibnance  ceafed,  and  all  feemed  calm  and  bright  • 

When  France  her  front  deep-fear  red  and  gory 
Conceal’d  with  cluft’ring  wreaths  of  glory  ; 

When  infupportably  advancing, 

Her  arm  made  mock’ry  of  the  warrior’s  ramp, 

While,  timid  looks  fury  glancing, 

Homeftic  treafon,  crufh’d  beneath  her  fatal  ft  amp. 

Writh’d,  like  a  wounded  dragon  in  his  gore  ; 

Then  I  reproach’d  my  fears  that  would  not  flee, 
s(  And  foon  (I  faid)  (halt  wifdom  teach  her  lore 
(C  In  the  low  huts  of  them  that  toil  and  groan  ! 

((  And  conqu’ring  by  her  happinefs  alone, 

<(  Shall  France  compel  the  nations  to  be  free. 

Till  lo  ve  and  joy  look  round,  and  call  the  earth  their  own  P3 

Forgive  me.  Freedom  !  O  forgive  thefe  dreams ! 

I  hear  thy  voice,  I  hear  thy  loud  lament, 

From  bleak  Helvetia’s  icy  caverns  fent — 

I  hear  thy  groans  upon  her  blood -ft  a  in ’d  ftreams  ! 

Heroes,  that  for  your  peaceful  country  perifh’d  ; 

And  ye,  that  fleeing  fpot  the  mountain  fnows 
With  bleeding  wounds  forgive  me,  that  I  cherifh’d 
One  thought,  that  ever  blefs’d  your  cruel  foes  ! 

To  fcatter  rage  and  trait’rous  guilt 
Where  Peace  her  jealous  home  had  built ; 

A  patriot  race  to  difinhe'rit 

Of  all  that  made  their  ftormy  wilds  fo  dear. 

And 
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And  with  inexpiable  fpirit 

To  taint  the  bloodlefs  freedom  of  the  mountaineer  ! — . 
O  France!  that  mocked  heav’n,  aduli’rous,  blind, 
And  patriot  only  in  pernicious  toils  ! 

Are  thele  thy  boafts,  champion  of  human  kind  : 

To  mix  with  kings  in  the  low  lud  of  fway, 

Yell  in  the  hunt,  and  (hare  the  murdhous  prey  ; 

To  infult  the  fhrine  of  liberty  with  fpoils 
From  freemen  torn  ;  to  tempt  and  to  betray  ! 

The  fenfual  and  the  dark  rebel  in  vain, 

Slaves  by  their  own  compuldon  !  In  mad  game 
They  burd  their  manacles,  and  wear  the  name 
Of  freedom  graven  on  a  heavier  chain  ! 

O  Liberty  !  with  profitlefs  endeavour 
Have  I  purfued  thee  many  a  weary  hour : 

But  thou  nor  dwell’d  the  vkfor’s  drain,  nor  ever 
Didd  breathe  thy  foil!  in  forrm  of  human  pow’r. 

Alike  from  all,  howe'er  they  praife  thee, 

(Nor  pray’r  nor  boadfui  name  delays  thee,) 

Alike  from  priedhoed’s  harpy  minions. 

And  fa&ious  blafphemy’s  obfeener  daves. 

Thou  fpeeded  on  thy  fubtle  pinions. 

To  live  amid  the  winds,  and  move  upon  the  waves ! 
And  then  I  felt  thee  on  that  fea-cliff’s  verge, 

Whofe  pines,  fcarce  traveled  by  the  breeze  above. 
Had  made  one  murmur  with  the  diltant  furge ! 

Yes !  while  I  dood  and  gaz’d,  my  temples  bare. 

And  (hot  my  being  thro’  earth,  fea,  and  air, 

Poflefiiug  all  things  with  intenfed  love, 

O  Liberty,  my  fpirit  felt  thee  there  ! 

February ,  1798. 


Song,  By  Mr,  Davenport, 


Frcm  the  fame. 


\K7 HEN  far  beneath  the  wedern  wave  the  orb  of  day’s  defeended 
*  ^  And  twilight  o’er  the  tired  earth  her  dewy  mantle  freads. 
And  all  the  birds,  fave  Philomel,  their  warbled  drains  have  ended. 
And,  lull’d  by  whifpering  zephvr,  deep  within  their  leafy  beds  -s 


> 


\ 


I  fly  the  found  of  human  voice,  the  light  of  human  dwelling, 

A  melancholy  wanderer,  to  rove  the  woods  along, 

And  there,  while  tears  my  eves  o’erflow,  while  grief  my  heart  is  fwelling, 
I  break  the  filence  of  the  night  by  many  a  mournful  fong. 


O!  a  Ik 
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O!  afk  you,  why  alone  I  roue?  why  ceafelefsly  I  languiih  ? 

JTis  love  that  faddens  all  my  thoughts  that  bids  me  wander  To ; 
But  who  the  maid,  whole  magic  power  has  filled  my  foul  with  anguifh. 
No  mortal  ear  has  ever  heard,  no  mortal  ear  muft  know. 

Catullus’s  return  Home  to  his  Ejiate  at  Sirmio.  Imitated  by  Leigh  Hunt ,  Ejq. 

From  the  fame . 

OBEST  of  all  the  Scatter'd  lands,  that  break 
From  fpreading  fea  or  hill-retiring  lake, 

How  happy  do  I  drop  within  thy  breaft ! 

With  what  a  figh  of  full  contented  reft  ! 

Scarce  truftingthat  my  vagrant  toil  is  o’er, 

And  that  thefe  eyes  behold  thee  fafe  once  more ! 

Is  aught  fo  bleft  as  fuch  a  loofe  from  care, 

When  the  foul’s  load  refts  with  us  in  the  chair; 

When  we  return  from  pilgrimage,  and  fpread 
The  loofen’d  limbs  o’er  all  the  well-known  bed  ! 

This  of  itfelf  repays  the  grinding  toil. 

And  gives  to  failing  knees  the  frefh’ning  oil. 

Hail,  lovely  Sirmio  ;  meet  thy  mafter’s  fmiles, 

And  laugh,  thou  fparkling  lake,  thro’  all  thine  illes! 

Laugh  every  focial  fpot ;  your  mafter’s  come  ! 

Laugh,  every  dimple  on  the  cheek  of  home  l 

The  Appearance  of  Chemos  to  Korah. 

From  the  Exadiad .  Fart  IL 

MORE  had  he  faid,  when,  as  he  ftrove  to  vent 
His  meditated  prayer,  amaz’d  he  found 
His  palfied  tongue  had  loft  the  power  to  fpeak ; 

Cold  on  his  furrow’d  brow  the  faint  drops  hung  ; 

Their  fiackened  lids  fell  o’er  his  darken’d  eyes. 

And  death-like  lethargy  benumb’d  his  fenfe. 

Scarce  had  he  ftrength  to  rife  and  feek  his  couch  ; 

There  ftricken  down,  and  at  his  length  fupine. 

Full  of  the  fiend,  the  entranc’d  apoftate  lay. 

Then  on  the  piftured  tablet  of  his  mind 
The  (hadowy  form  of  his  deceiver  gleam’d, 

Garb’d  as  before,  and  bearded  to  the  waift. 

Thus,  for  a  while,  as  long  as  might  fuffice 
For  recognition,  the  pale  fpedre  flood ; 

When  foon,  behold  the  hoar  and  wrinkled  fiend, 

Quick  as  the  fhifting  of  a  fcene,  became 
Tall  and  exeft  ;  his  vifage  now  difplay'd 
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Tarmftied  magnificence,  thar  dimly  fhowed 
A  faded  remnant  of  his  fplendor  paft  ; 

Fallen  yant  though  he  was,  there  yet  emerged 
A  ray  of  majefty,  not  quite  eclips'd  ; 

And  now ,  though  age  no  longer  could  be  traced 
In  form  and  feature,  ftill,  if  youth  it  were, 

9Twas  youth  in  mifery  not  immature  ; 

A  face,  that  fpoke  the  iofs  of  happier  days  ; 

A  wint  ry  fpring,  whofe  bloom  had  been  wafht  out 
By  ma^y  a  lhower,  and  dafh’d  with  chilling  florin. 
Upon  the  {lumbering  wretch  he  fixed  his  eyes, 

And  would  have  fmiled  ;  but  that,  amidft  the  pangs 
Of  a  tormented  confidence,  mocks  the  power 
Even  of  immortal  eflence  to  affedl. 

’Twas  ill  diffemMed  joy,  that  only  ferved 
To  throw  a  deeper  (bade  upon  defpair : 

Yet  with  fo  ft  rong  a  fpeil  had  he  pofTefifed 
The  fenfes  of  his  victim,  foul-entranced. 

That  in  his  vifion  Korah  taw  and  heard 
AU  that  the  demon  gave  to  eye  or  ear  : 

And  now,  preparing  to  difplay  the  holt 

Of  rebel  angels,  armed  to  overthrow 

The  power  of  Mofes,  vaunting  thus  he  fpake : 

(t  Now  that  thy  hungry  vengeance  is  appeas'd, 
Sleepeft  thou,  thrice  happy  mortal  ?  It  is  well! 

So  fleeps  ihe  tiger,  glutted  with  his  feaft, 

And,  dreaming,  flays  his  vidlim  o’er  again. 

Laps  the  warm  blood,  and  tears  the  quivering  flefh. 
And  now,  to  mark  thee  favoured,  thou  {halt  fee— 
What  never  yet  to  waking  man  was  (hewn— 
Chemos,  the  fiery  god,  who  deals  around 
To  all  his  faithful  nations  golden  gleams, 
Difpenfing  life  and  health  ;  but  to  his  foes. 

And  fuch  are  all,  whom  Mofes  calls  his  friends. 
Fever,  and  atrophy,  and  fpotted  plague. 

Nor  I  alone,  but  the  whole  winged  hoft: 

Of  thy  prptedling  fpirits  fhall  appear  ; 

And  though  their  airy  infubftantial  forms 
No  human  fpecuiaiion  can  pervade, 

Yet,  for  thou  art  confederate  and  approved. 

In  thy  ecftatie  vifion  with  clofed  eyes 
Thou  lhalt  behold  them.  Lo  !  what  myriads  come, 
Borne  on  the  breezy  north,  from  Moab's  heights, 
From  Amorrhaea's  and  from  Bafan’s  groves. 

From  Idumsea  to  the  lofty  range 
Of  Libanus,  and  weftward  from  the  coafts 
Of  Sidon  and  of  Tyre.  Seeft  thou  not  him. 
Tremendous  god,  with  human  blood  befmeared  ? 
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JTis  Moloch,  worfhipt  in  Gehenna’s  vale  : 

In  his  mailed  hand  he  brandifhes  a  torch, 

And  lo !  he  hurls  the  blazing  mifchief  down. 
Sparkling  its  glances  through  the  turbid  air, 

DifFuiing  difcord  o'er  the  factious  camp. 

Behold,  with  filvery  crefcent  on  her  brow. 

In  fable  mantle  ftudded  o’er  with  ftars, 

The  virgin  goddefs !  Her,  Sidonian  dames 
Incenfe  with  odour  of  Sabaean  gums  : 

Mild  though  fhe  feem,  yet  mighty  is  her  power, 

Or  when  to  Hades  funk,  or  when  malign 
Of  afpeCl,  and  with  ominous  eclipfe. 

As  at  their  night  the  makes  diviners  mad. 

And  plagues  the  nations  who  provoke  her  wrath. 
Once  more  direct  thine  intellectual  eye, 

Where  he,  of  toiling  hulbandry  the  god, 

Dagon,  throughout  Philiitia's  realm  adored. 

Like  a  huge  cloud,  obfcure  and  big  with  ftorm. 
Hovers  enormous,  and  through  all  your  tribes. 

Tired  of  their  dewy  food,  infpires  diftaile. 

Firing  their  eager  fancies  to  return. 

Where  plenty  courts  them  on  the  banks  of  Nile. 
Thefe,  and  of  others  an  innumerous  holt, 

Who,  though  from  heaven  excluded,  reign  on  earth. 
Arm  in  thy  caufe  :  and  thinkeft  thou  that  the  rod 
Of  Mofes,  though  the  yielding  waters  felt 
Its  magic  ftroke,  can  againft  thefe  prevail 
To  break  one  pinion  of  celeftial  growth. 

And  wound  immortals  fcathlefs  as  the  air  ? 

But  lo  !  where  morning  glimmers  in  the  eaft  ; 

Thy  comrades,  Dathan  and  Abiram,  come 
To  feek  their  leader  :  fear  not,  but  affume 
The  proud  fupremacy  of  Ifrael’s  prieft. 

And  fanftify  the  people  for  their  march 
Back  to  the  land  of  Golhen.  This,  thy  god, 

I,  Chemos,  who  now  fpeak  to  thee,  permit. 

Seize  then  thy  cenfer  ;  feize  it  in  my  name  ! 

Heed  not  thy  prophet's  prayer  ;  the  incumbent  cloud 
Of  hoffile  deities,  that  foar  aloft. 

Shall  beat  it  down  with  their  triumphant  wings. 

And  give  it  to  the  winds.  Awake,  arife!" 

The  demon  vanifhed,  and  with  him  the  dream. 
Korah  awoke  ;  the  faCHous  chiefs  approached. 
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Char  abler  of  Sir  Clarenbert • 

From  ec  Edvoy  a?id  Elgi-va ,  a  Tale.  By  the  Rev.  R .  Bland.*’ 

THE  pride  of  knights  brave  Clarenbert  was  known. 
And  all  in  grace  and  knightly  feats  outlhone; 

Yet  curs’d  by  fortune,  tho’  enrich’d  with  power, 

The  child  of  Sorrow  from  his  natal  hour: 

For  with  the  very  pangs  that  gave  him  breath. 

Her  gentle  mother  clos'd  her  eyes  in  death. 

His  lire,  o’erdiftant  regions  bent  to  roam 
From  the  blank  fadnefs  of  a  widowed  home, 

Sought  foreign  wars,  and  fell  among  the  llain,  f 
When  German  Otho  fought  in  fair  Lorrain. 

Two  filters  trufted  to  a  guardian’s  hands, 

Who  meanly  thirfted  for  their  gold  and  lands. 

In  budding  charms  when  high  their  pulfes  beat 
With  youthful  rapture,  and  the  World  was  fweet. 

By  hellifh  arts  fubdu’d,  were  doom’d  to  Ihrowd 
Their  blooming  beauties  from  th’  admiring  crowd, 

W7ith  cloifter’d  nuns  tofadden  out  their  years 
In  barren  durance  and  reluctant  tears. 

Gay  was  his  heart :  but  memory  of  his  birth 
Would  oft  with  forrow  cloud  his  palling  mirth. 

He  mourn’d  a  friendlefs  flate  ;  and  often  wept 
On  the  cold  marble  where  his  mother  llept ; 

Wilh’d  from  the  fire  on  whom  he  hardly  fmil’d 
Unconfcious  yet,  to  hear  the  name  of  child; 

Oft  folitary  pac’d,  in  dead  of  night. 

Around  the  walls  of  fainted  iEthelbright, 

Where  loft  for  ever  in  their  age’s  bloom. 

Immur’d,  and  buried  living  in  their  tomb, 

A  guardian’s  curfe  th’  unhappy  maids  deplore. 

Forbad  to  hear  or  greet  their  brother  more. 

Hence,  tho’  in  outward  Ihow  devoid  of  care. 

Pride  of  the  brave  and  plealing  to  the  fair, 

Tho’  foremoft  in  the  brilliant  court  he  (hone,  ' 

Yet,  loathing  life,  he  lov’d  to  mufe  alone; 

And,  looking  to  the  void  futurity, 

Refolved  to  dare  fome  glorious  deed,  and  die. 

Bound  to  his  prince  by  loyalty  and  blood, 

Thefirft  of  champions  in  his  caufe  he  ftood, 

Not  the  gay  comrade  of  his  happier  hour 
To  fwell  his  train  and  idolize  his  power. 

But  molt  a  friend  when  other  friends  withdrew , 

Even  in  the  winter  of  his  fortunes  true. 
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1  i 

Elgiva’s  youth  by  tyranny  oppreft 

Firft  warm’d  with  enterprife  his  vacant  bread; 

And  if  his  death  the  deftinies  decreed, 

On  beauty's  dde  ’twere  happinefs  to  bleed. 

Henr-  to  his  lord  he  fwore  by  knighthood's  laws 
To  free  the  fair,  or  perifh  in  her  caufe. 

To  Sir  William  Draper,  K.  B.  With  a  Copy  of  (C  The  Patriot,”  and  is 

prefen t  of  Cottenham  Cheefes. 

From  the  Poetical  Works  of  the  late  Chrifopher  Anftey ,  Efp, 

[ 

Doneram  pateras,  &c.  Horace,  Lib.  iv.  Ode  8. 

TJ'REELY  I’d  give  ye  cups  of  gold. 

Rich  with  the  curious  works  of  old; 

"With  coins  and  medals  I’d  prefen t  ye. 

And  fend  ye  rings  and  feals  in  plenty  ; 

Reward  ye  like  the  valiant  Greeks, 

If  I,  like  Deard,  could  make  antiques,. 

But  gifts  like  thefe,  my  generous  friend. 

Nor  you  expend,  nor  I  can  fend. 

Something  to  eat,  I’d  have  you  know  it. 

Is  no  rmall  prefen t  from  a  poet ; 

And  though  I  took  fome  little  pains 
In  weaving  my  Pindaric  drains. 

You’re  welcome,  if  my  verfe  difpleafes. 

To  D — n  my  book,  and  eat  my  cheefes ; 

Still  will  I  venture  to  acquaint  ye, 

Tho’  I,  like  Gainfnorough,  could  paint  ye  ; 

Tho’  I,  with  Wilton’s  art,  could  give 
The  animated  done  to  live  ; 

Yet  not  the  picture,  or  the  budo, 

Are  things  that  heroes  ought  to  trud  to« 

Good  generals  and  datefmen  too, 

From  verfe  alone  mud  claim  their  due; 

And  oft  the  friendly  JYfufe  fuppiies 
What  an  ungrateful  world  denies : 

Not  the  fwift  flight  of  threatening  Lally, 

Not  every  bold  fuccefsfui  fully 
Under  your  banners  from  Madras, 

Tho’  told  on  marble,  or  on  brafs  ; 

Not  India’s  didant  fpoils  brought  home, 

To  grace  our  Henry’s  lofty  dome*  ; 

#  The  Spanifh  colours  which  were  furrendered  to  the  Britilh  arms  at  the  coaqueft 
Manilla,  were  hung  up  in  the  chapel  of  King’s  College,  Cambridge. 

Without 
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Without  the  Mufes'  juft  regard, 

Can  give  the  conqueror  his  reward— 

Spite  of  the  law's  unjuft  delay. 

Your  guerdon  ftill  the  Mufe  lhall  pay  ; 

With  faithful  fteps  your  fame  attend. 

And  fpeed  the  wifties  of  your  friend, 

Trumpington ,  Dec,  24,  1767,  C3  A, 


To  Chrifopher  Ef$,  From  Sir  William  Draper ,  K,  B,  in  Anfwer  to 

the  foregoing • 

\ 

From  the  fame • 

CO  much,  my  friend,  your  poem  pleafes, 

^  I  fcarce  have  time  to  tafte  your  cheefes. 

Much  I  admire  the  infant'^  cradle, 

Who  for  a  pap-fpoon  grafped  the  ladle. 

Split  Lions'  marrow-bones  with  cleaver. 

And  fucked  their  effence  for  his  beaver— 

All  would  I  praife,  but  deaf  Apollo 
My  invocation  will  not  follow  ; 

He,  thy  luxuriant  vein  ftill  bleffes. 

Adorns  with  fancy's  richeft  dreffes  ; 

But  what  the  God  to  thee  fupplies, 

Nature  perverfe  to  me  denies. 

Hard  as  the  ice  of  this  day's  froft. 

My  head  to  fancy's  beam  is  loft  ;  '  , 

But  though  the  god  no  hopes  will  give 
Nor  learned  Glynn,  that  this  may  live. 

Still  in  thy  verfe,  O  let  my  name 
Secured  with  thy  more  lading  fame 
To  future  times  conveyed,  pretend 
Thou  wert  my  earlieft,  deareft  friend. 

And  ftill  that  name  the  more  ;p  grace. 

Let  me  aftuitie  the  patron's  place  : 

As  fuch  I  fend  you  cups  of  wine ; 

Let  Bacchus  with  your  Mufes  dine ; 

With  Bacchus  let  the  Mufes  drink, 

And  on  the  fender  deign  to  think. 

Accept  St.  Kennet's  joyous  claret, 

A  flranger  to  the  rhymer’s  garret. 

Who,  though  on  earth  to  treat  not  able, 

Moft  kindly  fpreads  celeftial  table. 

Something  to  drink,  I’d  have  you  know  it. 

Is  no  bad  prefent  to  a  poet. 

May  what  my  cellars  can  afford. 

Add  to  the  dainties  of  your  board. 

And 
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And  if  it  can  amufement  give. 

Hear  how  your  friend  has  learned  to  live : 

His  fword  (its  barbarous  ufe forgot) 

Becomes  the  cook  maid's  harmiefs  lot; 

To  toaft  your  cheefey  and  fcrape  the  paring, 

Is  all  the  merit  it  can  fhare  in. 

Manilla’s  random  quite  forgetting. 

It  aiks  no  more  another  whetting. 

By  downy  peace  and  reft' undone, 

((  Othello’s  occupation’s  gone;” 

The  fqueaking  Hie,  and  noify  drum, 

No  more  ftiall  drag  him  from  his  home  % 

Nor  cireumftance  of  glorious  war 
Tempt  him  to  mount  Bellona’s  car; 

His  gentle  fpint-lulling  wife 
Comfo;  t$  his  mild  decline  of  life, 

Aftde  the  dazzling  helmet  lays, 

But  no  Aflyanx  round  him  plays. 

Farewell!  farewell!  rnay  Jove  encruft 
On  guns  and  pike-,  perpetual  ruft  : 

For  Time,  alas !  begins  to  fpread 
His  thin  grey  mantle  o’er  my  head. 

And  with  his  much  too  ferious  play 
Steals  beauty,  manhood,  wit,  away. 

My  breaft  thus  fober  reafon  enters. 

Forbids  to  roam  for  freftt  adventures. 

Breathes  her  kind  whifper  in  my  ear, 

“  No  more  on  falfe  ambition  leer  ; 

“  Be  it  thy  only  wifh  to  find, 

((  And  heal  the  woes  of  human  kind 
But  as  I  ne’er  humanely  lent 
A  friend  my  cafh  at  cent,  per  cent.  ; 

And  am  not  quite  fo  rich  as  thofe. 

Who  pull  your  Nabobs  by  the  nofe. 

From  no  great  fource  my  bounty  flows. 

Why  did  I  not,  from  zeal  to  pay 
The  nation’s  debt,  Come  Rajah  flay, 

The  great  Mogul’s  own  throne  aflail,  n 
And  catch  his  peacock  by  the  tail. 

Which,  Argus  like,  with  hundred  eyes 
Of  diamonds  bright,  is  rapine’s  prize! 

But  to  your  friend  much  kinder  heaven 
Bleft  mediocrity  has  given: 

Contentment,  peace  conjoined  to  health. 
Supply  the  place  of  wretched  wealth  ; 

Hence  more  true  joy  my  bofom  warms 
Then  e’er  was  felt  from  conqueft’s  charms, 
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idiorc  than  great  Ammon’s  fon  would  feel. 

With  vanquifhed  monarchs  at  his  heel ; 

More  than  to  mifers  gold  e’er  gave,  , 

Vain  man’s  alternate  lord  and  {lave  : 

More  than  ftern  Philip  ever  drew 
From  tortured  Incas  and  Peru: 

More  than  thy  ceftus,  Venus,  gives, 

More  than  in  Prufiian  laurel  lives* 

Scarce,  Ligonier  !  you  more  can  know,  1 

Whofe  heart  with  goodnefs  taught  to  flow,  > 

Sighs  for  occafion  to  beftow  J 

Fair  fortune’s  fmiies ;  of  human  kind 
The  friend,,  to  merit  never  blind, 

Though  manly,  melts  with  pangs  of  grief. 

When  model!  want  avoids  relief  ; 

Scarce  more  even  thee,  my  Anlley,  blefles 
From  wife’s  and  children’s  dear  careffes; 

Long  may  you  all  unparted  prove  • 

The  union  of  domeftic  love  ; 

But  as  I  can  no  longer  hope 

From  you,  from  Horace,  Shakfpeare,  Pope, 

Both  thought  and  language  thus  to  take. 

And  what  they  wrote  my  own  to  make, 

And  uodete&ed  fteal  your  metre, 

Known  as  St.  Paul’s,  or  fam’d  St.  Peter, 

With  borrow’d  lines  no  more  I’ll  teafe  you^, 

But  ftrive  in  honeft  profe  to  pleafe  you. 


Beachy  Head. 


From  Mrs .  Charlotte  Smith* s  Mifcellaneeus  Poems. 


ON  thy  ftupendous  fummit,  rock  fublime  ! 

That  o’er  the  channel  rear’d,  half-way  at  fea, 
The  mariner  at  early  morning  hails, 

I  would  recline  ;  while  Fancy  (hould  go  forth, 

And  reprefcnt  the  ft  range  and  awful  hour 
Of  vaft  concuftion  ;  when  the  Omnipotent 
Stretch’d  forth  his  arm,  and  rent  the  folid  hills, 
Bidding  the  impetuous  main  flood  rufh  between 
The  rifted  fhores,  and  from  the  continent 
Eternally  divided  this  green  Ifle, 

Imperial  lord  of  the  high  fouthern  coaft ! 

From  thy  proje&ing  head-land  I  would  mark 
Far  in  the  eaft  the  lhades  of  night  difperfe, 

Melting  and  thinned,  as  from  the  dark  blue  wave 

Vol.  LI.  or  Voe.  VIII.  New  Series.  *  Z  z 
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Emerging,  brilliant  rays  of  arrowy  light 
Dart  from  the  horizon ;  when  the  glorious  fun 
Juft  lifts  above  it  his  refplendent  orb. 

Advances  now,  with  feathery  filver  touched. 

The  rippling  tide  of  flood;  gliften  the  lands, 
While,  inmates  of  the  chalky  clefts  that  fear 
Thy  fides  precipitous,  with  Ihrill  harfti  cry. 

Their  white  wings  glancing  in  the  level  beam. 

The  terns,  and  gulls,  and  tarrocks  feek  their  food, 
And  thy  rough  hollows  echo  to  the  voice. 

Of  the  gray  choughs,  and  ever-reftlefs  daws, 

With  clamour  not  unlike  the  chiding  hounds, 

While  the  lone  fhepherd,  and  his  baying  dog. 

Drive  to  thy  turfy  creft  his  bleatingftock. 

The  high  meridian  of  the  day  is  paft, 

And  Ocean  now,  refecting  the  calm  Heaven, 

Is  of  cerulean  hue ;  and  murmurs  low 
The  tide  of  ebb,  upon  the  level  fands. 

The  floop  her  angular  canvafs  drifting  ftill, 

Catches  the  light  and  variable  airs 
That  but  a  little  crifp  the  fummer  fea, 

Dimpling  its  tranquil  furface. 

Afar  off. 

And  juft  emerging  from  the  arch  immenfe 
Where  feem  to  part  the  elements,  a  fleet 
Of  fifhing  veffels  ftretch  their  lefter  fails ; 

While  more  remote,  and  like  a  dubious  fpot 
juft  hanging  in  the  horizon,  laden  deep, 

The  fliip  of  commerce  richly  freighted,  makes 
Her  flower  progrefs,  on  her  diftant  voyages 
Bound  to  the  orient  climates,  where  the  fun  N 
Matures  the  fpice  within  its  odorous  fhell ; 

And,  rivalling  the  gray  worm’s  filmy  toil, 

Burfts  from  its  pod  the  vegetable  down. 

Which  in  long  turban'd  wreaths,  from  torrid  heat 
Defends  the  brows  of  Afia’s  countlefs  calls. 

There  the  earth  hides  within  her  glowing  breafl 
The  beamy  adamant  and  the  round  pearl 
Enchafed  in  rugged  covering  ;  which  the  Have, 
With  perilous  and  breathlefs  toil,  tears  off 
From  the  rough  fea-rock,  deep  beneath  the  waves* 
Thefe  are  the  toys  of  Nature  ;  and  her  fport 
Of  little  eftimate  in  Reafon’s  eye  : 

And  they  who  reafon,  with  abhorrence  fee 
Man,  for  fuch  gaudes  and  baubles,  violate 
The  facred  freedom  of  his  fellow  man— 

Erroneous  eftimate  !  As  Heaven’s  purer  air. 
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Prefh  as  it  blows  on  this  aerial  height. 

Or  found  of  feas  upon  the  ftony  ftrand, 

Or  inland,  the  gay  harmony  of  birds. 

And  winds  that  wander  in  the  leafy  woods. 

Are  to  the  unadulterate  tafle  more  worth 
Than  the  elaborate  harmony,  brought  out 
From  fretted  flop,  or  modulated  airs 
Of  vocal  fcience.— So  the  brighteft  gems, 

Glancing  refplendent  on  the  regal  crown. 

Or  trembling  in  the  high-born  beauty’s  ear. 

Are  poor  and  paltry  to  the  lovely  light 
Of  the  fair  ftar,  that  as  the  day  declines, 

Attendant  on  her  queen,  the  crefcent  moon. 

Bathes  her  bright  treffes  in  the  eaflern  wave. 

For  now  the  fun  is  verging  to  thefea, 

And  as  he  weflward  links,  the  floating  clouds 
Sufpended,  move  upon  the  evening  gale, 

And  gathering  round  his  orb  as  if  to  fhade 
The  infufferable  brightnefs,  they  refign 
Their  gauzy  whitenefs  ;  and  more  warm’d,  aflame 
All  hues  of  purple.  There,  tranfparent  gold 
Mingles  with  ruby  tints  and  fapphire  gleams, 

And  colours,  fuch  as  Nature  through  her  works 
Shews  only  in  the  ethereal  canopy. 

Thither  afpiring  Fancy  fondly  foars, 

Wandering  fublime  thro’  vifionary  vales, 

Where  bright  pavilions  rife,  and  trophies  fann’d 
By  airs  celeflial ;  and  adorned  with  wreaths 
Of  flowers  that  bloom  amid  elyfian  bowers. 

Now  bright  and  brighter  Hill  the  colours  glow. 

Till  half  the  luftrous  orb  within  the  flood 
Seems  to  retire  :  the  flood  reflecting  ftiil 
Its  fplendour,  and  in  mimic  glory  drell ; 

Till  the  laft  ray  fhot  upward,  fires  the  clouds 
With  blazing  crimfon ;  then  in  paler  light. 

Long  lines  of  tenderer  radiance,  lingering  yield 
To  partial  darknefs  ;  and  on  the  oppofmg  fide 
The  early  moon  diftinHly  rifmg,  throws 
Her  pearly  brilliance  on  the  trembling  tide. 

The  fifhermen,  who  at  fet  feafons  pafs 
Many  a  league  off  at  fea  their  toiling  night, 

Now  hail  their  comrades,  from  their  daily  talk 
Returning ;  and  make  ready  for  their  own. 

With  the  night  tide  commencing  : — The  night  tide 
Bears  a  dark  veffel  on,  whofe  hull  and  fails 
Mark  her  a  coafter  from  the  north.  Her  keel 
Now  ploughs  the  fand;  and  fldelong  now  fhe  leans, 

*  Z  %  2 
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While  with  loud  clamour  her  athletic  crew 
Unload  her  ;  and  refounds  the  bufy  hum 
Along  the  wave-worn  rocks.  Yet  more  remote. 
Where  the  rough  cliff  hangs  beetling  o’er  its  bafe, 
All  breathes  rcpofe  ;  the  water’s  rippling  found 
Scarce  heard  ;  but  now  and  then  the  fea-fnipe’s  cr f 
full  tells  that  fomething  living  is  abroad  ; 

And  foraetimes  eroding  on  the  moon  bright  line, 
Glimmers  the  fkifF,  faintly  difeern’d  awhile, 

Then  loft  in  fhadow. 

Contemplation  here, 

High  on  her  throne  of  rock,  aloof  may  fit, 

And  bid  recording  Memory  unfold 
Her  fcroll  voluminous — bid  her  retrace 
The  period,  when  from  Neuffria’s  hoftile  ffiore 
The  Norman  launch’d  his  galleys,  and  the  bay 
O’er  which  that  mafs  of  ruin  frowns  even  now 
In  vain  and  fallen  menace,  then  received 
The  new  invaders  ;  a  proud  martial  race, 

Of  Scandinavia  the  undaunted  fons. 

Whom  Dogon,  Fier-a.brafs,  and  Humfroi  led' 

To  conqueff  ;  while  Trinacria  to  their  power 
Yielded  her  wheaten  garland  ;  and  when  thou, 
Parthenope  !  within  thy  fertile  bay 
Receiv’d  the  viHors.-— 
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In  the  mailed  ranks 

Of  Normans  landing  on  the  Britifh  coaft 
Rode  Taillcfer  ;  and  with  aftounding  voice 
Thunder’d  the  war  fong  daring  Roland  fang 
Firft  in  the  fierce  contention  :  vainly  brave. 

One  not  inglorious  ftruggle  England  made — - 
But  failing,  faw  the  Saxon  heptarchy 
Finifh  for  ever. — Then  the  holy  pile, 

Yet  feen  upon  the  field  of  conqueff,  rofe, 

Where  toappeafe  Heaven’s  wrath  for  fo  much  bloody 
The  conqueror  bade  unceafing  prayers  afeend. 

And  requiems  for  the  flayers  and  the  flain. 

But  let  not  modem  Gallia  form  from  hence 
Prefumptuous  hopes,  that  ever  thou  again,  , 

Queen  of  the  ifles  !  fFial t  crouch  to  foreign  arms. 

Th ’  enervate  fons  of  Italy  may  yield  ; 

And  the  Iberian,  all  his  trophies  torn, 

And  wrapp’d  in  Superftition’s  monkilh  weed, 

May  (he Iter  his  abafement,  and  put  on 
Degrading  fetters.  Never  !  never  thou  ; 

Imperial  miff  refs  of  th’  obedient  fea  ; 

But  thou,  in  thy  integrity  fecure, 

Shalt  now  undaunted  meet  a  world  in  arms. 

England 
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England'!  ,’twas  where  this  promontory  rears 
Its  rugged  brow  above  the  channel  wave, 

Parting  the  hoftile  nations,  that  thy  fame, 

Thy  naval  fame  was  tarnilh’d,  at  what  time 
Thou,  leagued  with  the  Batavian,  gaveft  to  France 
One  day  of  triumph— triumph  the  more  loud, 
Becaufe  even  then  fo  rare.  Oil !  well  redeem’d, 
Since,  by  a  feries  of  ill uftrious  men, 

Such  as  nq  other  country  ever  reared, 

To  vindicate  hercaufe.  It  is  a  lift 
Which,  as  Fame  echoes  it,  blanches  the  cheek 
Of  bold  ambition  ;  while  the  defpot  feels 
The  extorted  fceptre  tremble  in  his  grafp. 


Ode  to  Sophia .  'From  a  Day  in  Springy  and  other  Poemsd‘  By  Richard 

We  daily  Efq .  R,  A. 

“  /^ANCE  on  a  day,  alas,  the  day  l  , 

^  Love,  whofe  every  month  is  May,” 

Difcem’d  me  on  a  bank  reclin’d, 

With  liftlefs  limbs  and  vacant  mind. 

Beftde  me  lay  my  idle  lyre. 

Unfit  for  fong,  with  loofen’d  wire  ; 

But  heard  at  times  o’er  all  the  vale, 

Breathing  refponftve  to  the  gale. 

Drefled  like  a  ruftic  youth  he  came, 

Nor  fhew’d  his  form,  nor  told  his  name  ; 

But  at  hjs  fight  the  rofes  blow’d, 

With  lovelier  deeper  crimfon  glow’d  ; 

The  violet  from  his  mofly  bed 
A  more  delicious  odour  fhed ; 

And  ’midft  the  woods  the  feather’d  throng, 

Enraptur’d,  pour’d  a  fofter  long.  > 

((  Shepherd,”  he  faid,  “  thy  lyre  I’ll  firing  ; 

Rife,/idle  Shepherd,  rife  and  ling.” 

Thus  as  he  fpoke,  he  feized  my  lyre, 

And  fnatch’d  away  the  trembling  wire  ; 

And  unperceived,  with  fmiling  face, 

He  ftretch’d  his  bow-ftring  in  its  place. 

<c  What  fhall  I  ling  ?”  I  faint  replied  : 

“  Delightful  Spring,  and  Flora’s  pride. 

Have  each  a  thoufand  times  been  fung, 

The  theme  of  every  poet’s  tongue  ; 

The  ripling  brook  that  murmurs  by. 

And  foothes  me  with  its  melody  ; 

The  Iheep  which  fhun  the  blaze  of  day. 

Pant  in  the  fhade,  or  round  me  play  ; 

The 
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The  awful  grove,  the  humble  cot 
Where  favouring  Heaven  has  fixed  my  lot  ; 

The  mighty  caftle,  placed  on  high, 

A  covering  fit  for  majefty. 

Have  all  a  thoufand  times  been  fung, 

The  theme  of  every  poet's  tongue." 

“  Yet  ling,"  the  fmiling  mifchief  cried, 
i(  And  drew  {till  nearer  to  my  fide  ; 

Yet  flng  ;  for  fweet  the  ardent  lays, 

WThen  Friendfhip  chaunts  Sophia’s  praife.'* 
Charm'd  by  the  theme,  the  vocal  Mufe 
Would  not  her  ready  aid  refufe. 

I  ftruck  the  lyre,  but  at  its  found, 

Felt  in  my  heart  a  thrilling  wound  ; 

With  Friendfhip's  name  1  fill'd  the  grove, 

But  all  my  erring  fong  was  Love. 


To  Candida i .  From  the  Lathi  of  Sir  Thomas  More . 

*"  s 

%  * 

'  / 

Tranjlated  by  the  Re  <v.  F.  Wrangham *  From  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh* 

IT'NOUGH  by  vagrant  love, 

^  Dear  youth  you’ve  been  miAed  : 

O  !  rife  thefe  joys  above. 

And  quit  the  lawlefs  bed. 

Some  confort  in  your  arms, 

Heart  link’d  to  heart,  embrace; 

Who  with  tranfmitted  charms 

Your  lengthening  line  may  grace* 

So  did  for  you  your  fire. 

The  debt,  with  intereft  due, 

Poflerity  require, 

My  Candidus,  from  you. 

Nor  be  it  chief  your  aim; 

Fortune  or  face  to  feek  : 

Slight  love  attends  the  dame, 

Sought  for  her  purfe  or  cheek. 

No  purer  love  can  bear 

The  flame,  which  fortune  fires  ; 

It  vanifhes  in  air, 

And  ere  it  lives,  expires. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  fortune’s  courted  charms 
Fade  in  the  mifer’s  grafp, 

When  doom’d  within  his  arms 
An  unloved  fpoufe  to  clafp. 

And  beauty's  vaunted  power. 

By  fever’s  tooth  decays; 

Or  time-ftruck,  like  a  flower 
Beneath  the  folar  blaze. 

Then  vows  are  urged  in  vain— 
With  beauty’s  palling  hue, 

Bound  fingly  by  that  chain, 
AfFeflion  pafles  too. 

But  genuine  is  the  love 

Which  reafon,  virtue  rears— 

All  fever’s  force  above, 

Above  the  affault  of  years. 

i  - 

~ — Firft  fcrutinize  her  birth  ; 

Be  fure  her  mother’s  mild  : 

Oft  with  her  milk  her  worth 
The  mother  gives  her  child. 

Next  in  herfelf  be  feen 

Good  temper’s  gentled:  tone  : 

Still  placid  be  her  mien, 
Unruffled  by  a  frown. 

And  dill,  her  cheek’s  bed  charm 
Be  her’s  fweet  modedy. 

No  lover-clafping  arm, 

No  love-provoking  eye. 

Far  from  her  lip’s  foft  door 
Be  noife,  be  filence  dern  ; 

And  her’s  be  learning’s  dore. 

Or  her’s  the  power  to  learn. 

With  books  (he’ll  time  beguile. 
And  make  true  blifs  her  own  ; 

Unbuoyed  by  fortune’s  fmile, 
Unbroken  by  her  frown. 

So  dill,  thy  heart’s  delight 
And  partner  of  thy  way, 

She’ll  guide  thy  children  right, 
Where  myriads  go  adray. 
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So,  left  all  meaner  things, 

Thou’it  on  her  breaft  recline  ; 

While  to  her  lyre  {he  fmgs 
Strains,  Philomel,  like  thine  ; 

Wrhile  ftill  thy  raptured  gaze 
Is  on  her  accents  hung, 

As  words  of  honied  grace. 

Steal  from  her  honied  tongue — 

Words  they,  of  power  to  foorhe 
All  idle  joy  or  woe 

With  learning’s  varying  truth, 

With  eloquence’s  flow. 

Such  Orpheus*  wife,  whofe  fate 
With  tears  old  fables  tell ; 

Or  never  would  her  mate 

Have  fetched  her  back  from  hell. 

Such  Nafo’s  daughter,  fhe 

Whofe  mufe  with  Nafo’s  vied  ; 

And  fuch  might  Tullia  be. 

Her  learned  father’s  pride* 

The  Gracchi’s  mother  fuch. 

Who  train'd  the  Tons  die  bore  ; 

Famed  as  their  mother  much. 

And  as  their  tutorefs  more. 

But  what  to  diflant  days 

My  lingering  glance  confines  ? 

One  girl,  of  equal  grace, 

F/en  in  this  rude  age  {bines  : 

Single,  worth  all,  fhe  Hands  — 

By  fame  through  Britain  flown. 

Hail’d— gaze  of  other  lands, 

Caflandra  of  her  own* 

-  -  1 

—  Say,  would  a  maid  fo  rare 
Within  thy  arms  repofe  ; 

Where  fhe,  nor  rich,  nor  lair, 

Could’ft  thou  decline  her  vows  ? 

Enough  of  beauty  her's. 

With  whom  a  hulband’s  bleft  ; 

Enough  of  wealth  fhe  {hares, 

To  whom  enough’s  a  feafl. 

So 
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So  loved,  were  fhe  (1  fwear) 

Than  foot  of  darker  die  ; 

I’d  think  her  far  more  fair. 

Than  e'er  met  mortal  eye  : 

So  lov’d,  were  fhe  (I  fwear) 

Than  poverty  more  poor  ; 

I’d  think  her  richer  far, 

Than  kings  with  all  their  (lore. 


Song,  From  the  Warrior* s  Return ,  and  other  Poems.  By  Mrs.  Opie . 

JAM  wearing  away  like  the  fnow  in  the  fun, 

I  am  wearing  away  from  the  pain  in  my  heart ; 

But  ne'er  fhall  he  know,  who  my  peace  has  undone. 

How  bitter,  how  lafting,  how  deep  is  my  frnart. 

I  know  he  would  pity — fo  kind  is  his  foul. 

To  him  rny  affiiftion  would  agony  be  ; 

But  never,  while  I  can  my  feelings  control, 

The  youth  whom  I  love  (hall  know  forrow  through  me. 

Though  longing  to  weep,  in  his  prefence  I'll  fmile. 

Gall  the  flufh  on  my  cheek  the  pure  crimfon  of  health  % 

His  fears  for  my  peace  by  my  fong  I'll  beguile. 

Nor  venture  to  gaze  on  his  eyes  but  by  Health. 

For  confcious  I  am,  by  my  glance  is  expreft 
The  paflion  that  faithful  as  hopelefs  will  be, 

And  he,  whom,  alas  !  I  can  ne’er  render  bleft. 

Shall  never,  no  never,  know  forrow  through  me. 


The  Otaheitan  Mourner. 

[Peggy  Stewart  was  the  daughter  of  an  Otaheitan  Chief,  and  married  to 
one  of  the  Mutineers  of  the  Bounty.  On  Stewart's  being  feized  and 
carried  away  in  the  Pandora  Frigate,  Peggy  fell  into  a  rapid  decay, 
and  in  two  months  died  of  a  broken  heart,  leaving  an  infant  daughter, 
who  is  Hill  living.] 

From  the  Monthly  Magazine . 

FROM  the  ifle  of  the  diftant  ocean 
My  white  love  came  to  me  ; 

I  led  the  weary  ftranger 
Beneath  the  fpteading  tree. 


With 
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With  white  and  yellow  bloflorns 
I  ftrew’d  his  pillow  there 

And  watch’d  his  bofom’s  heaving* 

So  gentle  and  fo  fair. 

Before  I  knew  his  language, 

Or  he  could  talk  in  mine, 

We  vow’d  to  love  each  other, 

And  never  to  refign. 

O  then  ’twas  lovely  watching 
The  fparkling  of  his  eyes  : 

And  learn  the  white  man’s  greeting. 

And  anfwer  all  his  lighs. 

I  taught  my  conftant  white  love 
To  play  upon  the  wave, 

To  turn  the  ftorm  to  pleafure, 

And  the  curling  furge  to  brave. 

How  pleafant  was  our  {porting, 

Like  dolphins  on  the  tide  ; 

To  dive  beneath  the  billow, 

Or  the  rolling  furf  to  ride. 

To  Cummer  groves  I  led  him, 

Where  fruit  hangs  in  the  fun  ; 

We  linger’d  by  the  fountains, 

That  murmur  as  they  run. 

By  the  verdant  iflands  failing, 

Where  the  crefted  fea-birds  go  ; 

We  heard  the  da(h  of  the  diftant  fpray. 

And  faw  through  the  deeps  the  funbeams  play* 
In  the  coral  bowers  below. 

And  when  my  lover,  weary, 

To  our  woodland  couch  would  creep, 

I  fang  the  fong  that  pleas’d  him. 

And  crown’d  his  lids  with  fleep. 

My  kindred  much  would  wonder. 

The  white  man’s  love  to  fee  ; 

And  Otaheitan  maidens 
Would  often  envy  me. 

Yet  when  my  white  love’s  forehead 
Would,  fadden  with  defpair, 

I  knew  not  why  the  cold  drops 
Should  Hart  and  quiver  there. 

I  knew  not  why  in  Humber 
His  heart  Ihould  tremble  fo  ; 

Or  lock’d  in  love’s  embraces. 

How  doubt  and  fear  could  grow. 
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’Till  o’er  the  bounding  billow 
The  angry  chieftains  came  ; 

They  feiz’d  my  wretched  lover, 

They  mock’d  my  a^guifh’d  claim. 

In  iron  bands  they  bound  him, 

I  flew  his  fate  to  (hare  ; 

They  tore  him  from  my  clafping, 

And  threw  me  to  defpair. 

Are  white  men  unrelenting, 

So  far  to  crofs  the  fea  ; 

Their  chieftain’s  wrongs  revenging, 

To  tear  my  love  from  me  ? 

Are  Ctaheitan  bofoms 
No  refuge  for  the  brave ; 

Can  exile  nor  repentance 
A  wretched  lover  fave  ? 

ft 

No  more  the  Heiva’s  dancing, 

My  mournful  fteps  will  fuit ; 

As  when  to  the  torch-light  glancing, 

And  beating  to  the  flute. 

No  more  my  braided  trefles 

With  fmiling  flowers  fhall  bloom  ; 

Nor  bloflom  rich  in  beauty 
Shall  lend  its  fweet  perfume. 

All  by  the  founding  ocean 
I  fit  me  down  and  mourn, 

In  hopes  his  chiefs  may  pardon  him. 

And  fpeed  my  love’s  return. 

Can  he  forget  his  Peggy, 

That  footh’d  his  cares  to  reft  ? 

Can  he  forget  the  baby. 

That  fmiles  upon  her  bread  ? 

1  wifti  the  fearful  warning 

Would  bind  my  woes  in  fleep ! 

And  I  were  a  little  bird  to  chafe 
My  lover  o’er  the  deep ! 

Or  if  my  wounded  fpirit 

In  the  death.canoe  would  rove, 

I’d  bribe  the  wind  and  pitying  wave, 

To  fpeed  me  to  my  love  ! 

Bi rminghaw. .  P,M.  James, 


Bonnet 


/ 


Sonnet  from  the  Sicilian  of  Meli . 

'  v 

From  If  ah  el :  nvith  other  Poems  and  Travfations .  By  Robert  Walpole  , 

Efq.  B.A. 


rEihadowy  forms  !  Night’s  offspring  !  ye  that  breathe 


»  Your  darkening  horrors  round  thefe  forefts  deep, 
And  in  thefe  caves  your  filent  dwelling  keep, 

O  that  I  here  amidft  your  glooms  might  breathe 
The  expiring  figh  !*— and  when  the  guilty  maid 
Shall  wonder  where  my  lowly  tomb  is  laid, 

O  fay  that  here  “  life’s  fitful  fever  o’er,” 

He,  whom  her  fcorn  hath  kill’d,  now  finds  repofe. 

Haply  acrofs  her  cheek  fome  tear  may  fteal, 

Yet  deem  not  that  the  tear  from  pity  flows, 

For  pity  fare  that  breafl:  can  never  feel  ; 

Her  eyes  will  weep,  becaufe  there  lives  no  more 
One  who  for  her  with  hopelefs  flames  will  burn. 

And  mourn  with  fruitlefs  fighs,  and  love  without  return*, 
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Letters  from  a  late  eminent  Prelate  to 
one  of  his  Friends.  4 to. 

STRONOMERS  tell  us  that, 
at  various  periods,  new  ftars 
have  fuddenly  appeared,  {hone  for 
awhile  with  luflre  furpafTmg  that 
9  of  fimilar  heavenly  bodies,  and, 
finally,  either  vanifhed,  or  re¬ 
mained  permanent  with  a  dimi- 
nifhed  fplendour.  Something  which 
much  refembles  this,  not  unfre- 
quently  takes  place  in  the  world  of 
literature.  Men  who  have,  for  a 
time,  dazzled  all  eyes,  and  eclipfed 
all  their  contemporaries,  are  ra¬ 
pidly  fhorn  of  their  beams,  and 
become  mere  twinkling  points, 
which  fcarcely  attract  the  carelefs 
eye.  Of  this  change,  the  once- 
dreaded  and  lordly  Warburton 
affords  an  undoubted  proof. 
Though  he  has  not,  indeed,  loft 
all  his  original  brightnefs,  he  holds 
a  very  fubordinate  ftation  to  that 
which  he  once  occupied.  This 
has  not  arifen  from  his  want  of 
commanding  talent,  but,  as  it  feems 
to  us,  mainly  from  the  nature  of 
the  fubjetTs  on  which  his  talents 
were  exerted.  The  hifforian,  the 
philofopher,  the  moralilt,  the  dra- 
matift,  appeal  to  permanent  feel¬ 
ings*,  they  {'peak  to  all  ages;  but 
the  theorift  and  the  controverfialifl 


cannot  hope  for  an  enduring  fame, 
becaufe  they  appeal  only  to  pa  A 
lions,  intenfe,  perhaps,  while  they 
laft,  but  necelfarily  brief  in  their 
duration.  Nothing  excites  a  more 
powerful  intereft  than  ftrenuous 
controverfy,  or  brilliant  theory  ; 
nothing  is  fo  fpeedily  configned  to 
oblivion.  The  difputes,  the  theo¬ 
ries,  the  paradoxes  of  yefterday, 
are  obliterated  by  thofe  of  to-day, 
which,  in  their  turn,  will  be  obli¬ 
terated  by  thofe  of  to-morrow*, 
Men  purfue  thefe  things  with  the 
fame  ardour  with  which  children 
purfue  butterflies,  and  with  the 
fame  ficklenefs :  they  quit  the  old 
object  whenever  their  path  iscroffed 
by  a  new  one. 

Of  Warburton  a  charafter  has 
been  drawn  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  which 
is  felicitous  in  expreflion,  and  ap¬ 
proaches  to  corredtnefs.  s(  War¬ 
burton,  **  fays  he,  “  was  a  man  of 
vigorous  faculties;  a  mind  fervid 
and  vehement ;  fupplied  by  inccf- 
fant  and  unlimited  enquiry,  with 
wonderful  extent  and  variety  of 
knowledge,  which  yet  had  not  op~ 
preffedhis  imagination,  nor  clouded 
his  perfpicacity .  To  every  work, 
he  brought  a  memory  full  fraught; 
together  with  a  fancy,  fertile  of 
original  combinations ;  and  at  once 
exerted  the  powers  of  the  feholar, 

the 
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the  reafoner,  and  the  wit*  But 
his  knowledge  was  too  multifarious 
to  be  always  exaft,  and  his  pur- 
fuits  too  eager  to  be  always  cau¬ 
tious.  His  abilities  gave  him  a 
haughty  confidence,  which  he  dif- 
dained  to  conceal  or  mollify  ;  and 
his  impatience  of  oppofition  dif. 
pofed  him  to  treat  his  adverfaries 
withfuch  contemptuous  fuperiority, 
as  made  his  readers  commonly  his 
enemies  ;  and  excited  againft  the 
advocate,  the  withes  of  fome  who 
favoured  the  caufe.  He  feerns  to 
have  adopted  the  Roman  emperor’s 
determination,  oderint  dum  metuant ; 
he  ufed  no  allurements  of  gentle 
language,  but  wifhed  to  compel, 
rather  than  perfuade.  His  ilyle  is 
copious  without  feledlion,  and  for¬ 
cible  without  neatnefs  t  he  took 
the  words  that  prefented  them- 
felves ;  his  di&ion  is  coarfe  and 
impure,  and  his  fentences  are  un- 
meafured.” 

In  this  charader,  ample  juflice 
Is  done  to  all  that  was  praife- wor¬ 
thy  in  Warburton,  and  his  de¬ 
merits  are  touched  with  a  gentle 
hand.  It  is  fimilar  to  one  of  thofe 
portraits,  which  preferve  the  like- 
nefs  of  an  ugly  perfon,  yet  foften 
down  the  deformity.  The  confi¬ 
dence,  not  to  fay  the  vanity,  of 
Warburton,  was  unbounded.  He 
appears  to  have  thought,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  diffent  from  his 
opinions,  without  being  either  a 
knave  or  a  fool.  He  could  bear 
no  rival  near  his  throne.  His  an- 
tagonifls,  however  amiable  or 
learned  they  might  be,  he  treated 
with  an  arrogant  and  even  brutal 
afperity  and  contemptuoufnefs, 
which  now  excite  unqualified  dif- 
guft.  It  was  not  enough  for  him 
to  conquer  bis  foes ;  he  mufl  like- 
wife  gratify  himfelf  by  trampling 


on  and  fpurning  them.  His  tri¬ 
umphs,  however,  were  more  often 
imaginary  than  real ;  and  he  was 
frequently  wounded  by  the  fhafts 
of  thofe  whom  he  affeHed  to 
defpife. 

This  volume  of  letters  was  left 
for  publication,  by  his  devoted 
friend  and  correfpondent,  biihop 
Hurd,  who dire&ed  that  the  profits 
arifing  from  thefale  of  them  fhould 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Worcefler  Infirmary.  They  un¬ 
doubtedly  dilplay  enough  of  learn¬ 
ing,  found  fenfe,  obfervation,  and 
intellectual  power,  to  give  them  a 
fair  claim  on  the  public  attention. 
It  is,  however,  not  probable,  that 
they  will  ever  become  popular. 
There  is  in  them  none  of  that 
overflow  of  heart,  that  carelefs 
grace,  that  elegant  fportivenefs, 
that  almoft  unconfcious  delineation 
of  manners  and  ehara&er,  which 
makes  the  perufal  of  fome  familiar 
epiftles  fo  delightful  an  employ¬ 
ment.  The  ftyle  is  vigorous,  but 
plain ;  the  wit,  fometimes  pungent, 
is  generally  coarfe.  Thefe  Letters 
are  likewife  blurred  by  the  fame 
rancour  that  difgraces  the  other 
compofitions  of  their  author.  With 
the  exception  of  his  correfpondent, 
and  his  correfpondent’s  works,  he 
abfolutely  runs  a  muck  at  almoil 
all  he  meets.  To  his  friend,  in¬ 
deed,  he  deals  out  fuch  a  profufion 
of  compliment  as  is  naufeating  ; 
while  his  friend  returns  his  compli¬ 
ments  with  equal  profufion,  and 
writes  in  a  tone  of  obfequioufnefs 
which  approaches  tofervility. 

Under  the  head  of  (t  Mifcella-- 
neous  E  flays,”  we  have  made  feve- 
raRextradls  from  this  volume.  We 
fhall  now  feledl  fuch  other  parts  as 
arc  calculated  to  give  pleafure  to 
our  readers. 

On 
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Oil  the  proper  mode  of  ftudying 
the  Bible,  the  bilhop  'thus  writes 
to  Dr.  Hurd*  :  (i  You  rejoice  me 
much  in  what  you  tell  me  of  your 
purpofe  to  fet  upon  a  thorough 
lludy  of  the  Bible.  For  it  is  fuch 
as  you,  who  mull  do  what  is  want¬ 
ing,  and  fo  much  wanting,  to  the* 
better  underftanding  of  it.  And 
you  have,  befides  your  greater 
parts,  all  the  previous  knowledge 
required  to  lludy  it  to  purpofe;  I 
mean,  a  complete  knowledge  of 
profane  antiquity,  and  of  the  fci- 
ence  of  ethics,  both  private  and 
public  :  of  the  latter  of  which 
branches,  the  moll  conliderable 
part  for  this  purpofe  is  the  lludy  of 
law's.  Of  wdiich,  under  its  theo- 
logic  confideration  (to  mention  it 
by  the  way)  I  know  of  nothing  fo 
complete  and  mallerly  as  the  hrll 
book  of  Hooker’s  ((  Ecclefialtical 
Polity.”  I  wilh  1  was  better  able 
than  I  am  to  give  you  my  thoughts 
of  the  method  to  be  purfued  in  this 
ftudy.  But  you  may  ferve  yourfelf 
Of  the  following  hints. 

“  I  think  you  fhould  begin  with 
thofe  two  great  mailer-pieces  of 
erudition,  Morinus’s  (f  Exercita- 
tions,”  and  Capellus’s  <(  Critica 
Sacra,”  in  the  order  I  name  them  : 
I  need  not  fay  in  the  bell  editions. 
You  will  fee,  by  this  recommenda¬ 
tion,  of  what  party  I  am  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  authentic  text ;  being 
perfuaded,  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Septuaginr,  the  Hebrew  Bible 
would  have  been  as  unintelligible 
as  any  cypher  is  without  its  key* 
by  which  nothing  could  be  learned ; 
or  rather,  fince  the  invention  of 
the  Hebrew  points,  a  complete 
nofe  of  wax,  to  be  turned  every 
way,  and  made  fay  every  thing. 
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Which  partly  arifes  from  the  beg¬ 
garly  fcantinefs  of  the  language, 
partly  becaufe  no  more  remains  of 
the  tongue  than  is  contained  in  one 
Tingle  book  of  no  great  bignefs, 
but  principally  from  there  having 
been  no  vowel  points  affixed  till 
many  ages  after  it  was  become  a 
dead  language.  This  impenetra¬ 
ble  darknefs  was  a  lit  feene  for 
mylleries ;  and  out  of  this  they 
rofe  in  abundance  :  firil  by  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  cabalillic  Jews  of  old, 
in  thefe  latter  times  by  Cocceius  in 
Holland,  and  by  Hutchinfon 
among!!  us ;  which  now  is  grow¬ 
ing  into  a  fafhionable  madnefs. 
On  which  account  I  have  thought 
it  not  amifs  to  plan  out  a  differta- 
tion  in  the  lafb  volume  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Legation,  to  (hew  that  this 
myftery  in  Hebrew  roots  is  foreign 
to  the  genius  of  the  tongue,  which 
has  an  entire  conformity  to  other 
barbarous  languages-— to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  Mofes’s  difpenfation' — to 
the  nature  of  the  religions  of  thofe 
times' — to  the  end  of  God’s  difpen- 
fations — no  foundation  in  the  rea- 
fon  and  nature  of  things — .and  is 
exprefsly  confuted  by  many  exprefs 
affertions  of  Chrift  and  his  apoflles. 
To  give  you  only  a  fample  of  the 
lafb  The  Hutchinfonians  pretend, 
that  the  reafon  of  all  the  inllitu- 
tions  in  the  Mofaic  law,  is  to  be 
found  out  in  ,the  mylleries  of  the 
Hebrew  roots :  in  confequence  of 
which  they  exclaim  againft  thofe 
as  moll  impious  who  affirm  any 
thing  in  the  law  was  inllituted  in 
compliance  to  the  people’s  infirmi¬ 
ties.  And  yet  Jefus  in  a  capital 
point,  that  of  polygamy,  fays  if 
was  indulged  to  the  Jews  for  the 
hardnefs  of  their  hearts.  Again, 
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the  Hutchinfonians  fay,  that  the 
very  vitality  of  all  revealed  reli¬ 
gion  is  lodged  in  thefe  myfteries : 
and  yet  St.  Paul  fays,  fpeaking  of 
the  old  law,  that  the  letter  killeth . 
- — But  I  have  rambled  from  my 
fubjeCL 

“  When  you  have  read  Morinus 
and  Capellus,  I  fhould  thipk  it 
would  be  worth  your  while  to  pe- 
rufe  P.  Simon's  “  Critical  Hiftory 
of  the  Old  Teftament;”  then  Le 
Clerc's  “  Sentiments  of  the  Di¬ 
vines  of  Holland  Simon's  An- 
fwer  to  it ;  Le  Clerc's  a  Defence 
of  the  Sentiments;”  and  Simon's 
Reply  to  that.  After  this  I  fhould 
advife  you  to  read  Maimonides’s 
famous  book,  called  “  DuCtor  Du- 
bitantium.”  It  contains  the  me¬ 
thod  of  the  moft  learned  and  the 
wifeft  Jew  that  ever  was  for  inter¬ 
preting  Scripture :  the  laft  part  of 
which  work,  you  will  find,  is  the 
groundwork  of  Spencer's  admira¬ 
ble  book,  “  De  Legibus  Hebrseo- 
rum,”  with  which  you  may  con¬ 
clude  your  previous  reading.  And 
then  begin  with  the  Bible,  the  Po- 
lyglott,  and  the  “Sacred Critics,” 
as  they  are  called,  always  before 
you.  This  is  a  collection  of  many 
excellent  critical  commentators  on 
the  text,  among  which  Grotius 
may  be  found  entire.  Befides 
thefe,  I  know  no  modern  critic 
you  will  want  to  fee,  except  it  be 
Le  Clerc.  And  of  all  the  ancient 
commentators  you  need  be  little 
folicitous,  except  it  be  of  St.  Je- 
roni,  who  has  many  excellent 
things  ;  and  is  the  only  father  that 
can  he  called  a  critic  on  the  facred 
writings,  or  who  has  followed  a 
juft  or  reafonable  method  of  criti- 
cifing.  You  perceive  what  1  have 


faid  relates  only  to  the  Old  Tefia* 
ment,  and  is  enough,  I  prefume,  at 
prefen  t.” 

Dr.  Hurd,  at  one  period,  having 
turned  his  attention  to  the  writers 
on  the  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
Warburton  makes  forne  juft  and 
fenfible  obfervations  on  thofe  wri¬ 
ters  *. 

€t  As  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Long 
Parliament,”  fays  he,  “  the  prin¬ 
cipal  authors  are,  “  May's  Hiftory 
of  the  Parliament,”  which  only 
reaches  to  the  time  of  the  Jelf- 
denying  ordinance,  Clarendon,  Whit- 
locke,  Ludlow,  Rufhworth’s  Col¬ 
lections,  and  Walker's  Pliftory  of 
Independency.  The  firft  is  an 
extraordinary  performance,  little 
known  ;  written  with  great  tem¬ 
per,  good  fenfe,  and  fpirit ;  has  the 
qualities  of  a  regular  compofition, 
which  neither  Ludlow  nor  Whit¬ 
lock  have ;  the  firft  of  whom  is  a 
mad  republican,  the  other,  a  low- 

fpirited  lawyer.” 

#  *  *  * 

“  I  forgot  whether  I  mentioned 
in  my  laft,  Walker’s  Hiftory  of 
Independency.  It  is  written  in  a 
rambling  way,  and  with  a  vindic¬ 
tive  prefbyterian  fpirit,  full  of  bit- 
ternefs ;  but  it  gives  you  an  admi¬ 
rable  idea  of  the  character  of  the 
times,  parties,  and  perfons.  There 
is  little  or  nothing  in  that  enormous 
colle&ion  of  Thurloe  worth  notice. 
Rufhworth  is  full  of  curiofities ; 
Nalfon  is  worth  turning  over. 
Whitlocke,  that  has  been  fo  much 
cried  up,  is  a  meagre  diary,  wrote 
by  a  poor-fpirited,  felf-interefted, 
and  felf-conceited  lawyer  of  emi¬ 
nence  ;  but  full  of  faCts.  In  May’s 
admirable  Hiftory,  you  have,  as  I 


•  Letters  Ivi.  Iviii.  lix.  xch 
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fold  you,  the  hiftory  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  while  the  Prefbyterians 
continued  uppermoft.  If  you 
would  know  the  fafts  of  Fairfax 
and  his  independent  army,  till  the 
reduftion  of  Oxford  and  the  king, 
you  will  find  them  in  Sprigge’s 
Anglia  Redinjinja.  But  you  muft 
not  expert  to  find  in  this  parlia¬ 
ment  hiftorian,  the  moderation, 
fenfe,  and  compofition  of  the  other. 
But  it  is  worth  reading.  And 
Walker  tells  us,  it  was  not  Fair¬ 
fax’s  chaplain,  Sprigge,  but  colonel 
Fiennes,  who  ccmpofed  it.  There 
is,  at  the  end,  a  curious  lift  of  all 
Oliver’s  commanders,  even  to  the 

fubalterns.” 

*  *  *  * 

t(  In  ftudying  this  period,  the 
tnoft  important,  the  moil  wonder¬ 
ful  in  all  hiftory,  I  fuppofe  you 
will  make  lord  Clarendon’s  incom¬ 
parable  performance  your  ground¬ 
work.  I  think  it  will  be  under- 
ftood  to  advantage,  by  reading,  as 
an  introduftion  to  it,  Rapin's  Reign 
of  James  I.  and  the  firft  14  years 
of  Charles  I. 

{(  After  this  will  follow  Whit¬ 
lock’s  Memoirs.  It  is  only  a 
journal  or  diary,  very  ample,  and 
full  of  important  matters.  The 
writer  was  learned  in  his  own  pro- 
feflion;  thought  largely  in  reli¬ 
gion,  by  the  advantage  of  his 
friendfhip  with  Seiden:  for  the 
reft,  he  is  vain  and  pedantic;  and, 
on  the  whole,  a  little  genius. 

i(  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  as  to  its 
compofition,  is  below  criticifin ; 
as  to  the  matter,  curious  enough. 
With  what  fpirit  written,  you 
may  judge  by  his  cha rafter,  which 
was  that  of  a  furious,  mad,  but,  I 
think,  apparently  honeft,  republi¬ 
can  and  independent. 

May’s  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament 
V © l .  LI.  OR  Vol,  VIII.  New  Se 


is  a  juft  compofition,  according  to 
the  rules  of  hiftory.  It  is  written 
with  much  judgment,  penetration, 
manlinefs,  and  fpirit ;  and  with  a 
candour  that  will  greatly  increafe 
your  efteem,  when  you  underftand 
that  he  wrote  by  order  of  his  maf- 
ters,  the  Parliament.  It  breaks  off 
(much  to  the  lofs  of  the  hiftory  of 
that  time)  juft  when  their  armies 
were  n  w  modelled  by  the  felj 1 
denying  ordinance.  This  lofs  was 
attempted  to  be  fupplied  by 

“  Sprigge’s  Lliftory  of  Fairfax’s 
Exploits — non  pnjjibus  tequis.  He 
was  chaplain  to  the  general.  Is 
not  altogether  devoid  of  May’s 
candour,  though  he  has  little  of  his 
fpirit.  Walker  fays,  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  famous  colonel  Fiennes, 
though  under  Sprigge’s  name.  It 
is  altogether  a  military  hiftory,  as 
the  following  one  of  Walker,  called 
The  Hiftory  of  Independency,  is  a 
civil  one;  or  rather  of  the  nature 
of  a  political  pamphlet  againft  the 
Independents.  It  is  full  of  curious 
anecdotes;  though  written  with 
much  fury,  by  a  wrathful  prefby- 
terian  member,  who  was  caft  out  of 
the  faddle  with  the  reft,  by  the 
Independents. 

t(  Milton  was  even  with  him,  in 
the  fine  and  fevere  charafter  he 
draws  of  the  Prelhyterian  admi- 
niftration,  which  you  will  find  in 
the  beginning  of  one  of  his  books 
of  the  Hiftory  pf  England,  in  the 
late  uncaftrated  editions.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  ftudy  of  theft:  writers, 
you  will  have  perpetual  occafion 
to  verify  or  refute  what  they  deli¬ 
ver,  by  turning  over  the  authentic 
pieces  in  Nalfon’s,  and  efpecially 
Rufh worth’s,  voluminous  collec¬ 
tions,  which  are  vaftly  curious  and 
valuable. 

i(  The  ElenchuS  Motuunt  of 
ries.  *  3  A  Bates, 
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Bates,  and  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s 
Memoirs  may  be  worth  reading. 
Nor  muft  that  ftrange  thing  of 
Hobbes  be  forgot,  called  “  The 
Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars it  is 
in  dialogue,  and  full  of  paradoxes, 
like  all  his  other  writings.  More 
philofophical,  political,  or  any 
thing  rather  than  hiftorical,  yet 
full  offhrewd  obfervations.  When 
you  have  digefted  the  hiftory  of 
this  period,  you  will  find  in  Thur- 
low’s  large  collection  many  letters 
that  will  let  you  thoroughly  into 
the  genius  of  thofe  perfons  and 
times. 9> 

His  contraft  of  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Maynard  and  that 
of  Whitlock,  the  author  of  the 
Memoirs,  is  drawn  with  fpirit 
and  difcrimination.  As  to  old 
Maynard,’*  fays  he,  “  perhaps 
you  may  underhand  him  heft  by 
comparifcn.  He  and  Whitlock 
were  both  lawyers  of  family,  and 
in  the  Long  Parliament ;  both  of 
the  Prefbyterian  faction ;  both 
learned  and  eminent  in  their  pro- 
feffion  ;  moderate,  fage,  and  fteady. 
So  far  they  agreed.  In  this  they 
differed ;  Maynard  had  ftrong 
parts,  with  a  ferious  modefty ; 
Whitlock  was  weak  and  vain  ; 
and,  by  thefe  defeats  only,  more 
felf-interefted.  A  fenfe  of  honour 
made  Maynard  flick  to  the  Pref¬ 
byterian  faction,  and  to  fall  nviih 
them  ;  but  as  he  had  much  phlegm 
and  caution,  not  like  Hollis  and 
Stapleton,  to  fall  far  them.  So 
that  he  was  never  marked  out  by 
the  Independents  for  their  firft 
facrifices.  On  the  contrary,  Whit¬ 
lock  forfook  his  party  in  diftrefs  ; 
but,  as  he  had  the  other’s  modera¬ 
tion,  it  was  by  flow  and  gentle 
degrees;  and  fo,  as  it  happened, 
decently.  But  his  weakness  and 


vanity,  which  expofed  him  to  the 
grofs  flattery  of  the  Independent 
leaders,  had  at  leafc  an  equal  {hare 
in  this  with  his  felfithnefs,  which 
made  him  follow  their  power. 
From  this  time,  he  was  with  every 
party  that  was  uppermoft ;  fo  that 
by  the  time  the  king  came  in,  he 
was  grown  fo  contemptible,  rather 
than  obnoxious  (for  he  never 
abufed  his  intereft)  that  he  was 
only  fit  to  be  forgot ;  though  he 
had  had  the  early  friendfhip  of 
Hyde.  'While  Maynard,  by  ad¬ 
hering  fteadily,  but  not  violently, 
to  the  party  he  fet  out  with,  was 
reverenced  by  all  ;  and  had  he  not 
been  more  intent  on  the  affairs  of 
his  profeftion,  than  on  public 
bufmefs,  might  have  become  con- 
fiderable  by  ftation.  He  went 
through  the  whole  reign  of  Charles 
and  James  II.  with  the  fame 
fteady  pace,  and  the  fame  adherence 
to  his  party  :  hut  by  his  party  I 
rather  mean  Prefbytery  for  the  fake 
of  civil  liberty,  than  to  civil 
liberty  for  the  fake  of  Prefbytery. 
He  lived,  you  know,  to  fee  the 
Revolution,  and  made  that  fine 
reply  to  the  Prince  cf  Orange’s 
compliment.” 

We  fhall  clofe  this  article  with 
a  few  ftriking  obfervations,  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  characters,  feleCted  from 
different  parts  of  the  volume. 

“  You  afk  about  the  Prebendary 
of  Rochefter.  Browne  (the  pipe 
of  'Tobacco  Browne)  wrote  a  lam¬ 
poon  on  Lord  Granville,  called 
<f'lhe  FireSide.”  To  add  the 
more  poignancy  to  his  fatire,  he, 
in  the  wantonnefs  of  his  fpleen, 
conceived  a  defign  that  Upton 
fhould  write  notes  upon  it.  He 
knew  him  to  be  dull  enough  not 
to  fee  the  drift  of  the  lampoon, 
and  vain  enough  to  think  himfelf 

honoured 
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honoured  by  the  requeft ;  fo  he 
got  him  to  his  chambers,  and  per- 
fuaded  him  to  write  what  indeed 
he  himfelf  in  part  dictated  to  him. 
In  this  condition  the  lampoon  was 
printed,  and  then  Browne  told  all 
his  acquaintance  the  joke.  I  had 
it  not  from  himfelf,  and  therefore 
was  at  liberty  to  {peak  of  it* 
But  was  it  not  a  charity  to  caution 
him  againft  a  commerce  with  this 
fpecies  of  wits,  whofe  charadleriftic 
is  what  Mr.  Pope  gives  of  them, 
of 

*  A  brain  of  feathers,  and  a  heart  of 
lead.' 

*  *  *  * 

c<  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  notice  you  are  fo  good  as 
to  take  of  young  Dick  Sutton. 
He  has  made  his  acknowledgments 
of  it  to  me.  He  is  a  charming 
boy.  But  Weftminfter  has  made 
his  mind  a  little  whimfical.  He 
has  an  infatiable  thirft  after  new 
languages.  Pray  check  this  in 
him.  He  wrote  me  word,  the 
other  day,  he  had  a  mind  to  ftudy 
Arabic.  I  alked  him  whether  the 
oratory  of  the  writer  of  Pocock’s 
life  had  won  upon  him,  who,  in 
an  earneft  addrefs  to  the  youth  to 
apply  themfelves  to  this  charming 
language,  allures  them,  as  the 
height  of  their  folace  and  con- 
folation,  that  it  contains  twelve 
millions  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fifty  and  two  words.  I 
told  him,  I  confented  he  Ihould 
learn  the  odd  two,  provided  he 
chofe  thofe  two  which  fignified 
the  ne  plus  of  the  Latins. 

“  Were  I  to  be  the  reformer 
of  Wellminiler  School  (with  the 
higheft  reverence  be  it  only  whif- 
pered),  I  would  order  that  every 
boy  Ihould  have  imprelTed  upon 
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his  accidence,  in  great  gold  letters, 
as  on  the  back  of  the  horn-book, 
that  oracle  of  Hobbes,  that  c  words 
are  the  counters  of  wife  meti,  and 

the  money  of fools d 

*  #  #  * 

<f  I  believe  our  friend  Browne 
(the  author  of  the  Eftimate,  See.) 
has  both  fenfe  and  modefty  enough 
not  to  be  intoxicated  with  his  fuc- 
cefs.  I  envy  him  one  quality; 
and  that  is,  bringing  his  notions, 
and  his  compofitions,  to  perfedlion 
at  a  he3t  ;  for  I  believe  you  will 
find  his  fecond  edition  ’verbatim 
the  fame  with  the  firft.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  fo  imperfedl  an 
idea  of  my  fubject,  and  rough  call 
my  compofition  fo  loofely,  that 
my  works  if  they  efcape  damning, 
are  yet  in  a  Hate  of  purgatory  * 
and  with  fo  much  terreftrial  matter 
about  them,  that  they  would  take 
till  Plato’s  great  year  to  purge  and 
purify,  had  I  time,  and  nothing 
elfe  to  do  but  to  attend  to  them- 
I  believe  there  are  fome  thoufand 
alterations  in  the  language  only, 
in  the  fecond  edition  of  Julian  ; 
and  the  firft  volume  of  the  Divine 
Legation,  now  in  the  prefs,  is  fo 
tranfmogrifed  that  you  will  hardly 
know  it  again.  Nor  is  this  the 
effedl  of  modefty  (which  would  be 
fome  comfort),  but  of  pride,  and 
the  having  more  refpedl  for  myfelf 
than  the  public  ;  who  to  give  them 
their  due,  are  not  over  delicate, — ■ 

‘  Curious,  not  knowing,  not  exadt,  but 
nice.’ 

“  Befides,  I  have  often  thought, 
that  they  efteem  it  a  kind  of  in- 
folence  to  alter  or  amend  what 
they  have  ftamped  with  their  ap¬ 
probation.  On  which  account, 
bookfellers,  who  know  mankind, 
for  the  general,  better  than  au~ 
*  3  A  2  thors. 
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thors,  as  having  long  experienced 
that  caprice  or  accident  always 
regulates  the  public  judgment, 
would  never  by  their  good  will 
have  a  fuccefsful  book  made  better 
in  the  fecond  edition.  For  they 
have  often  known,  and  fo  have  I 
too,  a  very  imperfect  book  cried 
up  in  the  firft  edition  ;  and  when 
rendered  more  complete  in  the 
fecond,  let  hill  again  as  a  thing  of 
no  notice. 

Mr.  Pope  ufed  to  tell  me,  that 
when  he  had  any  thing  better  than 
ordinary  to  fay,  and  yet  too  bold, 
he  always  referved  it  for  a  fecond 
or  third  edition,  and  then  nobody 

look  any  notice  of  it.’’ 

*  *  #  * 

u  As  to  Bvrom’s  notion  of 
* 

enthufiafm,  I  agree  with  him  in 
this,  that  it  is  foolifh  to  confine 
the  paffion  to  religion,  when  it 
fpreads  through  all  human  life  : 
but  I  difagree  with  him  in  fuppo- 
ling  an  intenfe  application  of  the 
mind  to  any  object,  is  enthufiafm. 
If  I  were  to  define  it,  I  would 
fay  it  is  fuch  an  irregular  exercife 
of  it  as  makes  us  give  a  ftronger 
alfent  to  the  conclusion ,  than  the 
evidence  of  the  premifes  will  war¬ 
rant  : — then  reafon  begins  to  be 
betrayed,  and  then  enthufiafm  pro¬ 
perly  commences.  This  fhows 
why  enthufiafm  is  more  frequent 
in  religious  matters  than  in  any 
other  ;  for  ihofe  interefts  being 
very  momentous,  the  paffions  bear 
the  greateft  fway,  and  reafon  is 

the  lea  ft  heard  !” 

*  *  «• 

“  Your  account  of  your  la¬ 
bouring  through  poor  Birch  (Life 
of  Tillotfon)  made  me  fmile.  I 
will  alfure  you  he  has  here  done 
his  beft,  arid  topt  his  part.  As  to 
the  Archbiihop,  he  was  certainly 


a  virtuous,  pious,  humane,  and 
moderate  man  ;  which  laft  quality 
was  a  kind  of  rarity  in  thofe 
times.  His  notions  of  civil  fo. 
ciety  were  but  confuted  and  im¬ 
perfect,  as  appears  in  the  affair  of 
Lord  PvuffeL  As  to  religion,  he 
was  amongft  the  clafs  of  latitudi. 
narian  divines.  I  admire  his  pre- 
ferving  his  moderation  in  all  times, 
more  than  his  refufing  the  arch- 
bifhopric  at  the  time  of  his  decay, 
and  after  a  ftroke  of  an  apoplexy, 
and  when  he  had  the  large  revenue 
of  the  Deanery  of  St.  Paul’s,  and 
when  the  archiepifcopal  promotion, 
he  knew,  would  expofe  him  to  in¬ 
finite  abufe.  But  what  I  admire 
mo  ft  was,  his  beneficence  and  ge- 
nerofity,  and  contempt  of  wealth. 
But  fee  the  imperfection  of  hu¬ 
manity.  That  moderation,  cool- 
nefs,  and  prudence  (which  you 
guefled  right  is  held  in  the  higheft 
admiration  by  the  perfon  you 
wot  of — Tillotfon  is  indeed  his 
hero)  ;  this  turn,  I  fay,  which 
made  him  fo  placable  an  enemy, 
made  him  but  a  cold  or  indifferent 
friend  ;  as  you  may  fee,  in  part, 
by  that  exceedingly  ftmple  nar¬ 
rative  of  Beardmore  (I  ufe  ftmple 
in  the  beft  fenfe)  ;  for  fo  imperfed 
are  we,  as  1  fay,  that  the  human 
mind  can  with  difficulty  have  that 
warmth  of  friendfhip  kindled  in  it 
(which,  after  all,  is  what  makes  a 
two-legged  animal  deferve  the 
name  of  man),  but  the  fame  heat 
will  prove  noxious  to  others.  So 
that  you  fee,  if  Tillotfon  was  de. 
fedive  in  this,  I  lay  the  blame 
not  upon  him,  but  upon  corrupt 
humanity.  As  a  preacher,  I  fup- 
pofe  his  eft abl ifhed  fame  is  chiefly 
owing  to  his  being  the  firft  city- 
divine  who  talked  rationally  and 
wrote  purely.  I  think  the  fer- 
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mans  publithed  in  his  life-time 
are  fine  moral  difcourfes.  They 
bear  indeed  the  character  of  their 
author,  ftmple,  elegant,  candid, 
clear,  and  rational.  No  orator  in 
the  Greek  and  Roman  fenfe  of  the 
word,  like  Taylor :  nor  a  dif- 
courfer  in  their  fenfe,  like  Bar- 
row*;  free  from  their  irregula¬ 
rities,  but  not  able  to  reach  th'eir 
heights.  On  which  account  I 
prefer  them  infinitely  to  him. 
You  cannot  Deep  with  Taylor ; 
you  cannot  forbear  thinking  with 
Barrow.  But  you  may  be  much 
at  your  eafe  in  the  midft  of  a  long 
lecture  from  Tillotfon  ;  clear,  and 
rational,  and  equable  as  he  is. 
Perhaps  the  laft  quality  may  ac¬ 
count  for  it.” 

*  *  *  * 

(S  I  greatly  approve  of  your 
defign  of  a  Dialogue  on  the  efrebt 
of  transferring  fupremacy  in  religious 
matters.  A  thoufand  curious  hints 
will  arife  to  you  as  you  proceed  in 
contemplation  of  the  fubjetft.  One 
now,  for  inftance,  occurs  to  me. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  abfurd 
than  that,  when  the  yoke  of  Rome 
was  thrown  off,  they  fhould  govern 
the  new  church,  eredted  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  it,  by  the  laws  of  the  old. 
The  pretence  was,  that  this  was 
only  by  way  of  'interim,  till  a  body 
of  ecclefiaftical  laws  could  be 
formed.  But  whoever  conliders 
that  the  canon  la-ws  proceeded 
from,  and  had  perpetual  reference 
to,  an  abfolute  Jpi ritual  monarchy 
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and  were  formed  upon  the  genius, 
and  did  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  the  civil  laws ,  the  iffue  of  civil 
defpotifm — I  fay,  whoever  confiders 
this,  will  be  inclined  to  think  that 
the  Crown  contrived  this  interim , 
from  the  ufe  the  canon  law  was  of 
to  the  exrenlion  of  the  Prerogative. 
However,  it  is  certain  that  the 
fucceeding  monarchs,  Elizabeth, 
James,  Charles,  prevented  our  ever 
having  a  body  of  new  ecclefiafticai 
laws,  from  a  fenfe  of  this  utility  in 
the  old  ones ;  and  a  confcioufnefs, 
if  ever  they  fhould  fubmit  a  body 
of  new  laws  to  the  legiflature,  the 
Parliament  would  form  them  al¬ 
together  upon  the  genius  of  a  free 
church  and  ftate.  This  I  take  to 
be  a  true  folution  of  this  myf- 
terious  affair,  that  wears  a  face  of 
fo  much  abfurdity  and  fcandalous 
negledt.” 

ff  Pray  when  you  fee  our 
friend,  tell  him  that  poor  Grift, 
the  politician,  is  juft  dead ;  and 
that  the  laft  queftion  he  afked  was, 
—Is  the  fleet  yet  failed?  Mr.  Al¬ 
len  will  have  a  great  lofs,  not  in 
his  apothecary,  but  in  that  beft 
phyfic  he  was  perpetually  ad- 
miniftering  to  him,  mirth  and 
laughter.” 

•*  *  *  * 

“  A  ridiculous  accident  hap¬ 
pened  not  long  ago,  which  is  likely 
to  prove  a  ferious  one  to  the  party 
concerned.  Lady  Betty  Walde- 
grave,  one  of  the  ladies  of  the 


*  Tn  another  letter  to  me,  not  contained  in  this  collection,  Mr.  Warburton  ex- 
preffes  his  fenliments  of  thefe  two  eminent  perlons  in  the  following  manner:-—” Tay¬ 
lor  and  Bat  row  are  incomparably  the  greateft  preachers  and  divines  of  their  age. 
But  my  predilection  is  for  Taylor.  He  has  all  the  abundance  and  solidity  of  the 
other,  with  a  ray  of  lightening  of  his  own,  which  if  he  did  not  derive  it  from  Demof- 
thenes  and  Tally,  has  at  leaft  as  generous  and  noble  an  original.  It  is  true,  they  are 
both  incompti,  or  rather  exuberant.  But  it  is  for  inch  little  writers  e.s  the  preacher  of 
Lincoln’s  Inn  (hitnfelf)  to  hide  their  barrennefs  by  the  finical  nefa  of  culture.  H. 

bed- 
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bed  chamber,  wrote  to  her  hufbnnd 
in  Germany,  in  a  very  free  manner, 
of  all  the  intrigues  of  courts  and 
parties,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  is  men¬ 
tioned  more  to  his  honour  than 
certain  perfons  cared  to  hear.  By 
ill  luck,  the  difpatches,  in  which 
was  this  letter,  were  intercepted. 
It  was  ftgned  only  E.  W.  and  the 
diredion  loft.  The  French  mif- 
took  it  for  a  letter  of  the  Countefs 
of  Yarmouth,  and  as  fuch,  pub- 
iifhed,  and  cried  it  about  at  the 
Hague.  You  may  judge  what 
alarm  this  gave  at  court  ;  and 
what  apprehenftons  and  uneafinefs 

to  the  party  concerned.’’ 

*  *  * 

({  All  you  fay  of  Malbranche 
is  ftriftly  true ;  he  is  an  admirable 
writer.  There  is  fomething  very 
different  in  the  fortune  of  Mal¬ 
branche  and  Locke.  When  Mal¬ 
branche  lirlt  appeared,  it  was  with 
a  general  applaufe  and  admiration  ; 
when  Locke  firft  publifhed  his 
Effay,  he  had  hardly  a  fmgle  ap¬ 
prover.  Now  Locke  is  univerfal, 
and  Malbranche  funk  into  ob- 
fcurity.  All  this  may  be  eaftly 
accounted  for.  The  intrinfic 
merit  of  either  was  out  of  the 
queftion.  But  Malbranche  fup- 
ported  his  firft  appearance  on  a 
philofophy  in  the  higheft  vogue ; 
that  philofophy  has  been  over¬ 
turned  by  the  Newtonian,  and 
Malbranche  has  fallen  with  his 
mailer.  It  was  to  no  purpofe  to 
tell  the  world  that  Malbranche 
could  Hand  without  him.  The 
public, never  examines  fo  narrowly. 
Not  but  that  there  was  another 
caufe,  fufficient  to  do  the  bulinefs, 
and  that  is  his  debafing  his  noble 
work  with  his  fyftem  o '(feeing  all 
things  in  Gvd.  When  rhis  happens 
to  a  great  author,  one  half  of  his 


readers  out  of  folly,  the  other  out 
of  malice,  dwell  only  on  the  un. 
found  part,  and  forget  the  other, 
or  ufe  all  their  arts  to  have  it  for¬ 
gotten. 

((  This  has  been  the  very  fate 
of  Baxter.  His  noble  demonftra- 
tion  has  been  negleded,,becaufe  he 
wrote  of  dreaming . 

i(  But  the  fage  Locke  fupported 
himfelf  by  no  fyftem  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  on  the  other,  did  he 
difhonour  himfelf  by  any  whimfies ; 
the  confequence  of  which  was,  that, 
neither  following  the  faftiion,  nor 
linking  the  imagination,  he  at  firft 
had  neither  followers  nor  admirers : 
but  being  every  where  clear,  and 
every  where  folid,  he  at  length 
worked  his  way ;  and  afterwards 
was  fubjedl  to  no  reverfes.  He 
was  not  affe&ed  by  the  new 
fafiiions  in  philofophy,  who  leaned 
upon  none  of  the  old  :  nor  did  he 
afford  ground  for  the  after-attacks 
ot  envy  and  folly  by  any  fanciful 
hypothefes ;  which,  when  grown 
Hale,  are  the  moft  naufeous  of  all 
tilings.” 

(t  Nichols,  Potter,  and  T. 
Wilfon,  of  Weftminfter,  preaching 
one  after  another,  bedaubed  the 
new  king,  who,  as  Lord  Mansfield 
tells  me,  expreffed  his  offence  pub¬ 
licly,  by  faying,  that  he  carne  to 
chapel  to  hear  the  praifes  of  God, 
and  not  his  own.  There  will  be 
fome  remove  of  chaplains  ;  if  he 
ftiould  turn  out  thefe  three,  it 

would  give  a  general  fatisfa<ftion.,? 
*  *  *  # 

i(  You  fay  true,  I  have  a  ten- 
dernefs  in  my  temper  which  will 
make  me  mifs  poor  Stukeley  ; 
lor,  not  to  fay,  that  he  was  one  of 
my  oldeft  acquaintance,  there  was 
in  him  fuch  a  mixture  of  fimplicity, 

drollery, 
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drollery,  abfurdity,  ingenuity,  fu- 
perftition,  and  antiquarianifm,  that 
he  often  afforded  me  that  kind  of 
well-feafoned  re  pad,  which  the 
French  call  an  ambigu ,  I  fuppofe, 
from  a  compound  of  things  never 
meant  to  meet  together.  1  have 
often  heard  him  laughed  at  by 
fools,  who  had  neither  his  fenfe, 
his  knowledge,  nor  his  honefty ; 
.though  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that 
in  him  they  were  all  drangely  tra- 
v  eft  led.  Not  a  week  before  his 
death  he  walked  from  Bloomfhury 
to  Grofvenor  Square  to  pay  me  a 
vifit  :  was  cheerful  as  ufual,  and 
as  full  of  literary  projeds.  But  his 
bufinefs  was  (as  he  heard  Geekie 
was  not  likely  to  continue  long) 
to  defire  I  would  give  him  the 
earlied  notice  of  his  death,  for 
that  he  intended  to  folicit  for  his 
Prebend  of  Canterbury,  by  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Cardigan. 

O 

4  For/  added  he,  4  one  never 
dies  the  fooner,  you  know,  for 

feeking  preferment.' 

°  *  *  #  * 

44  Wherever  Nature  has  Town 
her  coxcomb  feeds,  whether  at 
court  or  in  the  country,  they  will 
fpring  up;  and  the  man  in  the 
world,  and  the  man  out  of  the 
world,  who  was  born  with  them, 
will  be  coxcombs  alike,  though 
coxcombs  of  a  very  different 
fpecies.  However,  this  maxim  is 
verified  in  all,  which  I  think  I 
once  laid  down  to  you,  in  apply¬ 
ing  it  to  - ;  that  Nature  never 

jet  put  one  gram  of  gratitude  or  ge- 
nerofty  into  the  compoftion  oj  a  cox¬ 
comb.” 

The  numerous  extracts  which 
we  have  given  will  more  than  fuf- 
fice  to  lhow  the  talent  of  the 
writer.  A  perufal  of  the  volume 
will  afford  ample  proof  that  his 
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fpirit  of  rancorous  hoftiliry  againft 
his  literary  contemporaries  was  at 
lead  equal  to  his  learning  and  his 
genius. 


Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of 

'James  Bruce ,  of  Kinnaird,  Efq . 

F.  R.  S.  By  Alexander  Murray , 
F.  A .  S.  E.  410. 

To  the  meric  of  Bruce,  entire 
judice  has  even  yet  been  fcarcely 
rendered  by  his  countrymen.  In 
too  many  perfons,  whofe  education 
and  rank  in  fociety  ought  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  better  feelings, 
there  is  a  low  fpirit  of  envy, 
which  prompts  them  to  depreciate, 
or  to  difbelieve  the  exidence  of 
adions,  which  they  have  not  them- 
felves  the  courage  and  intelligence 
to  perform.  Some,  alfo,  have  an 
intellect  too  narrow  to  comprehend 
any  thing  Beyond  their  ordinary 
fphere  of  obfervation  ;  others  have 
a  weak  dread  of  being  thought 
credulous,  if  they  yield  their  be¬ 
lief  to  extraordinary  fads ;  and 
many  confider  the  difplay  of  an 
abfurd  fcepticifm  as  a  proof  of  their 
fuperior  acutenefs  in  avoiding  the 
fedudions  of  error  and  falfehood. 
Accordingly,  when  the  travels  of 
Bruce  were  fird  publifhed,  it  was 
denied  that  he  had  ever  vifited  the 
countries  which  he  deferibes.  The 
fources  whence  he  was  faid  to 
have  pillaged  his  deferiptions  were 
boldly  referred  to,  as  irrefragable 
evidence  that  his  pretenfions  were 
groundlefs.  At  length,  however, 
the  decifive  tedimony  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Jones,  and  others,  edablifhed, 
beyond  the  poffibility  of  difpute, 
that  he  had  adually  refided,  and 
been  held  in  edeem,  at  the  court 
of  Abyffmia. 


It 
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It  having  become  impoffible  to 
deny  that  he  had  penetrated  into 
Abyffinia,  it  was  next  triumph¬ 
antly  afferted,  that  he  had  not  Teen 
the  genuine  head  of  the  Nile.  The 
real  Nile,  it  was  laid,  is  the  Bahar 
el  Abiad,  and  he  had  only  reached 
the  head  of  the  Bahar  el  Afrak, 
which  is  a  river  of  inferior  lize  to 
the  Bahar  el  Abiad ;  and  can, 
therefore,  have  no  claim  to  be  con- 
Bdered  as  the  Nile.  But  this  is 
merely  a  cavil,  and  one  of  the  moil 
futile  kind.  Though  the  Bahar  el 
Abiad  is  the  larged  of  the  two 
Breams,  yet  there  is  indubitable 
proof  that  ii  lofes  its  name  after  its 
junction  with  the  Bahar  el  Afrak, 
which  thenceforth  gives  name  to 
the  united  waters.  On  this  head, 
the  natives  of  the  fnrrounding  pro¬ 
vinces  are  uniformly  on  the  fide  of 
Bruce,  Nor  is  it  at  all  an  un- 
nfual  occurrence  for  the  fmaller  of 
two  Breams  to  impede  its  name  on 
the  whole.  Many  inftanees  might 
be  mentioned  ;  but  two  will  fuftice. 
In  Scotland,  the  Firth  and  the 
"Forth  are  confluent ;  and  the  for¬ 
mer,  though  it  has  the  advantage 
in  Bze,  lofes  its  denomination  in 
the  latter.  Within  a  few  miles  of 
our  metropolis,  the  Coin,  which  is 
an  abfolutely  infignihcanr  brook, 
extinguifhes  the  name  of  the  Ver- 
lam,  which  is  a  Bream  of  far  fupe- 
rior  magnitude.  In  general,  it  is 
dire&nefs  of  courfe,  which  confers 
the  privilege  of  naming. 

Thefe  points  having  failed,  ob¬ 
jections  have  been  raifed  to  fome 
pans  of  Bruce’s  narrative,  it 
does' not,  however,  appear,  that  any 
difcordasicy  or  erroneous  alfmion 
is  to  be  found,  which  may  not 
eafily  be  accounted  for,  cm  the 
very  natural  fuppofition  that  he 
fpmetimes  trufled  to  memory,  and 


was  thus  involuntarily  milled  as  to 
places  and  dates.  His  obftinate 
file  nee  when  attacked,  afforded, 
indeed,  fame  handle  to  his  enemies 
to  infer  his  inability  to  defend  his 
veracity.  But  the  Ijlence  of  Bruce 
was  the  filence  of  pride,  not  of 
guilt.  He  believed  that  his  exer¬ 
tions  and  difeoveries  defer ved  the 
praife  of  his  countrymen ;  he  looked 
on  his  accufers  as  being  at  once 
ignorant  and  malignant ;  and  he 
could  not  (loop  to  plead  at  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  thole  whom  his  haughty 
fpirit  defpiled. 

Fie  might  well  defpife  fome  of 
thofe  who  aimed  their  fhaits  af  his 
fame.  Nor  are  fome  of  his  more 
recent  adverfaries  entitled  to  a 
larger  (hare  of  refpedt.  In  a  re- 
view  of  the  work  which  is  now 
under  our  conlideration,  one  of 
thefe  fapient  critics  exclaims, 
“  What  a  difference  in  point  of 
both  amufement  and  inflru&ion, 
between  Mr.  Bruce’s  Travels  to 
difeover  the  Source  of  the  Nile, 
and  the  voyages  of  Ulylfes  in  the 
Mediterranean!”  It  would  not 
have  been  more  ridiculous  had  this 
well-informed  critic  contrafted  the 
travels  of  Bruce,  with  the  amufmg, 
though  fcantily  inftruCtive,  voy¬ 
ages  of  Sinbad  the  failor. 

It  is,  however,  lefs  from  critics, 
than  from  wits  and  fatiriifs,  that 
Bruce  has  fuftained  injury.  T  hofe 
circumftances  in  his  narrative,  and 
there  are  many  of  them,  which  ad¬ 
mit  of  being  placed  in  a  ludicrous 
point  of  view,  were  convened  into 
arms  againlt  him  ;  a  laugh  was 
railed ;  and  he  who  becomes  the 
objebt  of  laughter  mull  wait  till 
the  feelings  of  rihbiiity  are  over, 
before  his  ferious  claims  can  obtain 
an  effectual  or  a  willing  hearing. 
Jells  and  epigrams  have,  however. 
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no  enduring  influence.  Time 
finally  enables  truth  and  reafon  to 
aflert  their  rights ;  and  thus  will 
at  length  give  to  Bruce  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  deferves. 

No  man,  it  has  been  juftly  re¬ 
marked,  was  ever  better  calculated 
than  Bruce  for  the  perfect  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  talk  which  he  under¬ 
took.  Tall  in  flature,  dignified 
in  appearance,  robuft  in  frame, 
fkilful  in  all  manly  accomplifh- 
ments,  he  was  at  the  fame  time  not 
lefs  mentally  than  corporeally 
gifted  ;  he  was  brave,  prudent, 
full  of  prefence  of  mind  and  re- 
fources,  and  had  the  happy  talent 
of  accommodating  himfelf  to  all 
daffies  of  fociety,  without  making 
any  facrifice  of  that  defenfive  and 
honourable  pride,  which  is  the 
firmeft  fafeguard  of  charader. 

What  h  as  been  done,  by  Mr„ 
Murray,  in  the  volume  before  us, 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  Bate  in  his 
own  words.  The  following  ac¬ 
count/’  fays  he,  fi  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  Mr.  Bruce,  was  pre¬ 
fixed  to  the  fecond  edition  of  his 
Travels,  publifhed  in  1805.  It  is 
now  reprinted  in  the  quarto  form, 
with  confiderable  additions  and 
emendations,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 
who  poffefs  only  the  firft  edition 
of  his  w  ork,  or  may  defire  to  know 
fomething  of  the  perfonal  hiliory 
of  a  man,  who  obtained  celebrity 
by  expofing  his  life  for  the  parti¬ 
cular  advancement  of  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge.  As  no  European,  however 
adventurous,  has  hitherto,  during 
a  period  of  thirty  years,  traced  his 
fteps,  or  penetrated  into  Abyffinia, 
the  value  of  the  information  con¬ 
tained  in  his  work  mull  remain  un- 
diminifhed,  until  fome  fortunate 
accident  open  that  country  to  the 
yeft  of  the  world,  and  the  public 
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owe  to  circiimflances  not  to  be 
forefeen,  what  has  been  denied  to 
fcientific  curiofity. 

u  The  merits  of  Mr.  Bruce’s 
work  may  now  be  conlidered  as 
fufficiently  well  known,  but  they 
can  be  eifiinated  in  detail  only  by 
the  light  of  future  difcovery.  Its 
imperfedions  muff:  be  finally  ascer¬ 
tained  from  the  fame  lource  ;  but 
when  criticifm  and  envy  have  both 
exhaufled  their  feverity,  the  author 
will  occupy  a  place  far  above  the 
ordinary  defcription  of  travellers. 

i(  The  appendix  to  this  volume 
confifls  partly  of  a  feledipn  from 
Mr.  Bruce’s  correfpondence  with  a 
variety  of  peifons,  eminent  in  lite¬ 
rature,  and  in  public  life.  Some 
letters  have  been  admitted,  not  on 
account  of  their  intrinfic  value, 
but  becaufe  they  contain  additional 
notices  and  illuftrations  ;  others 
have  been  inferted,  as  charaderif. 
tic  of  their  authors.  Thofe  written 
from  Algiers,  particularly,  difplay 
the  indignant  fpirit  with  which 
Mr.  Bruce  was  accuftomed  to  refent 
every  attack  on  the  honour,  the 
privileges,  and  welfare,  of  his 
country. 

“  The  notices  of  the  Ethiopic 
MSS.  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  accept¬ 
able  to  fuch  as  intend  to  examine 
Abyffinian  hifiory,  or  the  fources 
from  which  Mr.  Bruce  extraded 
his  account  of  it.  The  defcription 
of  the  Abyffinian  culloms  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  however  impeded,  has  not 
been  compiled  without  more  labour 
than  it  may  be  altogether  prudent 
to  confefs.  An  ordinary  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  oriental  literature,  is,  in 
this  country,  feldom  reckoned  either 
ufeful  or  profitable.  The  fludy  of 
the  Ethiopic  and  Amharic,  may 
therefore  poffibly  be  judged  fuch  a 
mifapplication  of  time,  as  ought  to 

bt 
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be  corrected  by  more  than  negative 
difeouragement. 

“  In  No.  XLVI.  Part  I.  the 
reader  will  find  an  abfirad  of  the 
transactions  in  Abyfiima  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  Mr.  Bruce’s  entry  ; 
of  the  hiftory  o f  Ras  Michael,  a 
leading  character  in  the  Travels, 
compiled  from  EthiopicMSS. ;  and 
likewifean extraCt  from  Mr.  Bruce’s 
Journal,  written  at  Gondar,  in 
March,  1770,  containing  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  own  reception  and  firll 
occupation  at  court.  Thefe  are 
•followed  by  the  mo  ft  important 
parts  of  his  Journals,  in  Italian  and 
Englifh,  relating  to  his  journey  into 
Agow-midre  to  vifit  the  fources 
of  the  river. 

i(  In  the  fame  number,  Parts  II. 
and  III.  is  arranged  all  the  mif- 
cellaneous  information  concerning 
Habbelh,  Atbara,  and  Sennaar, 
which  could  be  found  amongft  Mr. 
Bruce’s  papers.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  will  fupply  tire  want  of  minute 
explanatory  notices  in  fome  parts 
of  his  work  ;  in  many  inftances 
confirm  the  reports  of  other  tra¬ 
vellers  ;  and  fhew,  that  his  inqui¬ 
ries  refpeding  the  interior  of  Alrica 
were  extenfive  and  indefatigable. 

iS  The  additions  made  to  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  natural  hiftory,  in  the  edi¬ 
tion  of  1805,  are  reprinted  here  in 
No.  XLVII1.  The  obfervations 
of  longitudes  and  latitudes  are  like- 
wife  inferred  in  the  number  fuc- 
ceeding. 

“  The  fpecimens  of  the  Abyfli- 
nian  languages  contained  in  Vo¬ 
lume  I.  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  own  edi¬ 
tion,  and  engraved  in  a  more  cor- 
red  ftate  for  that  of  1805,  are 
annexed  to  this  account  of  his  life, 
along  with  the  vocabularies  ex- 
traded  from  a  MS.  compiled  for 
him  at  Gondar.  Thefe  may  pro¬ 


bably  be  of  confiderable  ufe  to  fu¬ 
ture  travellers  :  and  it  is  evident, 
that,  if  a  diftind  claflification  of 
the  African  tribes  be  ever  at¬ 
tempted,  if.  muft  be  formed  chiefly 
from  their  languages,  the  only  per¬ 
manent  monuments  of  nations  that 
have  no  written  records.  But  un¬ 
til  the  civilized  part  of  the  world 
make  a  better  ufe  of  its  fcience 
than  to  employ  it  in  abetting  pri¬ 
vate  vices,  and  in  defending  public 
crimes,  it  will  not  benefit  the  caufe 
of  humanity  to  reveal  to  the  un¬ 
principled  fadions  of  the  north, 
inveterate  evils,  which  they  are 
more  willing  to  know  than  to  re¬ 
move. 

“  In  the  courfeof  the  fubfequent 
narrative,  it  has  not  been  men¬ 
tioned  that  Mr.  Bruce  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  various  literary  academies, 
both  in  France  and  Italy,  particu¬ 
larly  of  Bologna  and  Marfeilles. 
He  was  eleded  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  foon  after  his  arri¬ 
val  from  Abyfiinia,  and  contri¬ 
buted  fome  memoirs,  which  "were 
firft  inferred  in  its  Tranfadions, 
but  afterwards  printed  in  his  own 
work.” 

Mr.  Murray  has  executed  his 
labour  with  fidelity,  and  in  a  praife- 
worthy  ftyle.  From  the  materials 
which  he  has  furnifhed,  we  lliall 
prefent  our  readers  with  a  brief 
fketch  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Bruce. 

James  Bruce,  defcended  by  both 
parents,  from  an  ancient  and  ho¬ 
nourable  family,  was  the  fecond 
•/ 

child  oj"  David  Bruce  and  Marion 
Graham,  and  was  born  at  the  fa¬ 
mily  refidence  of  Kinnaird,  in  the 
county  of  Stirling,  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1730.  Plis  mother  died 
when  he  was  yet  an  infant.  By  a 
fecond  marriage,  with  Mifs  Glen, 
his  father  had  fix  fons  and  two 

daughters. 
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daughters.  In  his  early  years, 
Bruce  had  none  of  that  ftrength, 
which  he  fubfequently  polfefled. 
He  was  of  delicate  health,  and  fub- 
jed  to  frequent  pains  in  thebreaft, 
which  threatened  to  prove  as  fatal 
to  him,  as  they  had  done  to  his 
mother  and  filler.  Nor  was  it  till 
his  arrival  at  manhood,  and  after 
feveral  fevere  attacks  of  illnefs, 
that  his  conftitution  acquired  that 
vigour,  which,  at  a  later  period, 
enabled  him  to  endure  the  numer¬ 
ous  toils  of  his  foreign  journies. 
At  the  age  of  eight  years,  about 
the  end  of  1738,  he  was  fent  to 
Harrow  fchool,  where  he  made  a 
rapid  progrefs  in  the  languages  of 
ancient  Greece  and  Rome.  Hav¬ 
ing  remained  at  Harrow  more  than 
feven  years,  he  removed  to  the 
academy  of  a  Mr.  Gordon,  where 
he  refided  nearly  twelve  months, 
profecuting  his  clafiical  education, 
itudying  French,  arithmetic,  and 
geometry,  and  gaining  thole  lighter 
accoraplifhments  which  are  necef- 
fary  to  a  gentleman,  and  which 
were  fubfequently  of  not  lefs  uti¬ 
lity  to  him  than  his  more  dignified 
knowledge. 

During  this  time  he  frequently 
hefitated  as  to  the  choice  of  a  pro- 
fefiion.  He  at  firft  leaned  to  the 
fiudy  of  theology,  and  was  defirous 
to  become  a  clergyman  oi  the  Eng- 
lifh  Church.  This  idea,  however, 
he  relinquifhed,  incompliance  with 
the  wifhes  of  his  father ;  and  he 
then  turned  his  thoughts  towards 
the  Scottifh  bar,  with  the  intention 
of  becoming  an  advocate.  It  docs 
not,  however,  appear  that  his  legal 
itudies  were  entered  into  with  much 
ardour,  or  carried  to  any  confidera- 
ble  extent.  From  quotations  writ¬ 
ten  by  him  into  “  Heineccius’s 
Inllitutes,”  it  appears  that  he 


found  more  charms  in  reading  the 

O 

Italian  poets,  than  in  poring  over 
the  dry  writers  on  local  or  inter¬ 
national  law. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore, 
that  he  at  length  abandoned  a  pur- 
fuit  which  had  fo  lew  attractions,, 
In  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  he  vifited  London,  with  the 
view  of  petitioning  the  Court  of 
Directors  for  leave  to  fettle  in  In¬ 
dia,  as  a  free  trader,  under  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  company.  While 
he  was  foliciting  this  permiffion, 
his  circle  of  acquaintance  was  daily 
enlarged;  and  an  event,  in  confe- 
quence,  occurred,  which  induced 
him  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
feeking  occupation  and  fortune  in 
the  torrid  regions  of  Alia,  This 
was  his  marriage  with  Mifs  Adri¬ 
ana  Allan,  the  daughter  of  the 
widow  of  an  eminent  wine  mer¬ 
chant.  (t  Her  mind,’*  fays  the 
biographer,  “  accorded  with  the 
beauty  of  her  perfon.  She  was  ele¬ 
gant  both  in  her  manners  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  remarkable  for  a 
gentle,  unalfuming  temper,  united 
with  a  warm  and  kind  heart.’ * 
The  march  was  approved  of  by 
the  parents  of  both  parties;  and, 
as  a  part  of  his  wife’s  portion,  Mr. 
Bruce  was  admitted  to  participate 
in  the  bufinefs,  in  conjundion  with 
his  brother-in-law. 

Bruce  now  took  an  adive  fharc 
in  the  concern,  and  obtained  the 
friendfhip  of  many  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion.  Flis  happinefs,  however, 
was  of  Ihort  duration.  In  a  few 
months  after  her  marriage,  fymp. 
toms  of  confumption  appeared  in 
his  wife.  She  was  removed  to 
Briftol,  but  without  producing  the 
defined  effed ;  and,  as  a  lafi  re- 
fourcc,  was  advifed  to  take  up  her 
refidence  in  the  fouth  of  France. 

This 
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This  advice  was  given  too  late. 
Worn  otrt  by  difeafe,  and  the  fa¬ 
tigue  of  travelling,  Mrs.  Bruce 
expired  at  Paris,  in  a  week  after 
her  arrival  at  that  place.  By  the 
kinanefs  of  lord  Albermarle,  then 
Britifh  ambafiador  to  the  French 
court,  ihe  was  protected  in  her  laid 
moments  from  the  bigoted  perfecu- 
tiori  of  the  pricks,  and  her  remain! 
obtained,  in  the  burying-ground  of 
the  embafiy,  that  Chriflian  burial, 
which  would  otherwife  have  been 
denied  to  them  by  the  fanatical 
intolerance  of  the  country  in  which 
Ihe  died.  Her  hud) and  faw  her 
remains  depofited  in  the  ground, 
and  then,  aimed  frantic,  in  a  tem¬ 
ped  nous  night,  and  in  fpite  c-f  the 
remonftrances  of  his  friends,  he  fet 
out  on  horfebaek  for  Boulogne, 
w  hich  he  reached  on  the  following 
day,  without  having  dropped. on 
the  road.  Grief,  \  iolent  exertion, 
and  want  of  red  produced  a  fever, 
which  detained  him  there  for  feme 
days ;  and  when  he  at  lad  regained 
the  Englilh  Chore,  it  was  with  de¬ 
yr  died  fpirits  and  injured  health. 

By  this  event  the  mind  of  Bruce 
had  received  fo  fevere  a  fhock  that 
he  could  nc  longer  continue  to  pay 
to  bufmefs  that  eager  attention 
which  he  had  hitherto  done.  Still 
retaining  his  (hare  in  the  trade,  he 
left  to  his  partner  the  larged  part 
in  the  management,  and  applied 
fumfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  Pprtuguefe 
and  Span  id),  and  to  the  acquiring 
pf  a  pet  ft  ft  knowledge  of  drawing, 
and  a  cor  reft  take  in  painting. 

It  was  not,  however,  merely 
for  the  ptirpofes  of  amufement  that 
he  engaged  in  thefe  dudies.  He 
was  looking  forward  to  i(  the  time 
when  he  could  travel  over  the 
feuth  of  Europe  in  the  cha  rafter  of 
a  merchant,  with  the  take  and 


faience  of  a  fcholar.”  In  vifiting 
Spain  and  Portugal  he  could  at 
once  forward  the  purfuits  of  the 
bufmefs  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  indulge  his  wifh  to  obferve  the 
manners  and  the  cuftoms  of  foreign 
nations. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  3  757, 
he  failed  from  Falmouth,  and 
landed  at  Corunna,  on  the  fifth, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Oporto, 
and  fubfequently  10  Lifbon.  His 
okenfible  objeft  was,  to  be  prefen t 
at  the  vintage;  his  real  one  was, 
to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  ftate  of  fociety,  art,  and 
fcience,  in  the  Iberian  peninfula, 
Fie  remained  in  Portugal  fill  the 
middle  of  November,  and  did  not 
quit  the  country  with  any  favour* 
able  ideas  of  its  inhabitants. 
After  he  quitted  Portugal,  he 
made  a  tour  in  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Spain,  and  formed  the 
defign  of  writing  atrenquiry  into 
the  hi  dory  of  Spain,  during  the 
eight  centuries  in  which  it  was 
poke  Fed  by  the  Arabs.  This  de¬ 
fign,  however,  the  difficulty,  or 
rather  impofiibility,  of  obtaining 
accefs  to  the  documents  in  the  Ef- 
curial  compelled  him  to  abandon. 

At  Madrid  he  was  introduced  to 
Don  Ricardo  Wall,  then  Minifter 
to  his  Catholic  Majeftv .  Tills 
mimiter  endeavoured,  but  in  vain, 
to  induce  Mr.  Bruce  to  enter  into 
the  Spanifh  fervice.  From  Ma¬ 
drid,  Mr.  Bruce  proceeded  to  the 
Pyrenean  frontier,  and  as,  notwith- 
ll&nding  lettess  from  Mr.  Wall,  he 
was  fnfpefted  of  travelling  in  that 
quarter  for  improper  purpofes,  he 
was  treated  with  fe verity  and  re¬ 
feree  at  St.  SebafHan.  But,  in 
eon  Sequence  of  letters  from  France, 
he  was,  at  length,  permitted  to 
enter  Bayonne,  though  his  pafifport 
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had  not  arrived,  and  he  was 
treated  with  much  kindnefs  by  the 
Duke  d'Aumont,  who  was  the 
governor  of  that  fortrefs.  At 
Bordeaux,  which  he  next  vifited, 
he  fpent  feverai  months,  and  then 
continued  his  journey  through 
Perigord,  the  Limofm,  and  AI- 
face,  to  Strafburg,  where  he  quit, 
ted  the  French  territory. 

Faffing  down  the  Rhine,  he 
paufed  awhile  at  Frankfort,  and 
then  purfued  his  way,  by  Bonne 
and  Cologne  to  Bruffels.  He  had 
not,  however,  been  two  days  in 
the  latter  city,  before  he  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  quarrel  with  a  perfon, 
who  had  behaved  rudely  to  a 
young  gentleman  in  his  prefence. 
The  aggreffor  challenged  him,  and 
received  two  wounds,  one  of  which 
was  believed  to  be  mortal.  In 
confequence  of  this,  he  quitted 
Bruftels  di redly,  but  returned  on 
being  informed  that  his  antagonift 
was  recovering.  He  fhortly  after 
departed,  to  view  the  feat  of  war 
between  the  French  and  the  Allies  ; 
and  he  arrived  juft  in  time  to  wit- 
nefs  the  battle  of  Crevelt.”  ((  It 
was  the  firft  opportunity  which  he 
had  had  of  feeing  any  military 
operation,  and  the  impreffion  which 
it  made  on  his  mind  prompted  him 
to  return  immediately  to  Britain  ; 
to  forfake  the  peaceful  life  which 
he  had  hitherto  led,  and  to  rufh 
into  adventures  more  congenial  to 
the  fpirit  of  his  anceftors.” 

His  prefence  at  home  was  now, 
indeed,  rendered  neceftfary,  *by  the 
death  of  his  father.  By  this  event 
he  came  into  pofleffion  of  a  refpedt- 
able  inheritance.  lie  reached 
England  in  the  beginning  of  July, 
1758,  but  did  not  for  feme  time 
vifit  his  native  country;  his  at. 
tent  ion  being  engroft'ed  by  his 


concerns  in  the  wine  trade.  When 
he  did  vifit  Scotland,  he  engaged 
in  a  manufafluring  fpeculation  at 
Carron,  which  was  projected  by 
Dr.  Roebuck,  was  the  caufe  of  a 
confiderable  addition  to  Mr. 
Bruce’s  fortune,  and  had  nearly 
induced  him  to  relinquish  his  de- 
fign  of  travelling  into  Africa.  It 
was  with  the  view  of  travelling 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  that, 
during  this  period,  he  collected  the 
principal  works  on  Oriental  litera¬ 
ture,  entered  clofely  into  the  ftudy 
of  the  Arabic,  and  examined,  in 
the  works  of  Ludolf,  the  Ethiopic 
or  Geez. 

From  the  wine  bufinefs  he  en¬ 
tirely  withdrew  in  Auguft,  1761. 
He  was,  therefore,  now  free  to  fol¬ 
low  the  bent  of  his  inclinations. 
At  this  moment  a  war  with  Spain 
was  anticipated  by  well- informed 
perfons.  To  the  adltve  mind  of 
Bruce  this  Teemed  to  afford  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  rendering  an  eftential 
fervice  to  his  country.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  journey  through  Spain, 
he  had  flopped  a  few  days  at  Fer- 
rol,  and  had  obtained  a  plan  of  the 
harbour  and  works,  and  much  im¬ 
portant  information.  This  in¬ 
duced  him  to  draw  up  and  prefen t 
to  the  miniftry  the  projedl  of  an 
attack  upon  Ferrol.  ((  He  added, 
that  in  cafe  a  war  with  Spain  was 
refoived  on  by  the  Miniftry,  if  the 
king  would  entruft  him  with  the 
command  of  the  forlorn  hope,  and 
a  pair  of  colours,  he  would  not  de~ 
fire  the  affiftance  of  another  boat 
except  that  in  which  he  embarked, 
tili  he  bad  planted  them  with  his 
own  hand  on  the  beach  at  Ferrol.” 
The  adoption  of  this  plan,  how¬ 
ever,  was  at  firft  retarded  by  an 
attempt  to  interweave  with  it  a 
fcheaie  of  capturing  Bourdeaux, 
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(a  fcheme  which,  from  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country,  Mr.  Bruce 
protefted  again!!  as  impraHicable  ;) 
and  the  whole  plan  was  afterwards 
relinquifhed,  in  confequence  of  the 
refisination  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  fuc- 
cellars  of  that  great  man  did,  in¬ 
deed,  manifeft  an  intention  of  car¬ 
rying  it  into  effeH,  but  on  the 
reprefentations  of  the  Portuguefe 
ambaffador,  they  were  induced  to 
fend  the  troops  direct  to  Portugal, 
for  the  defence  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Bruce,  probably  chagrined 
at  the  failure  of  his  hopes,  now 
refolved  to  retire  to  his  own  eftate 
in  Scotland.  From  thi*,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  diffuaded  by  Lord 
Halifax,  who  fuggeltcd  to  him 
“  that  the  way  to  rife  in  the  pre- 
fent  reign,  was  by  enterprize  and 
difcovery  ;  and  that  his  Ma jelly's 
love  of  the  arts  was  a  fure  and  ef¬ 
fectual  introduction  to  patronage." 
His  Lordfhip  pointed  out  Africa 
to  him  as  an  unexplored  country  ; 
reminded  him  that  Dr.  Shaw  had 
fpoken  of  magnificent  remains  of 
architecture  exifting  in  the  king, 
doms  of  Tunis  and  Algiers  ;  ex- 
preffed  a  wifh  that  drawings  could 
be  made  of  them  for  the  king's 
collection  ;  and  wound  up  his 
fpeech  by  telling  him,  that  the 
confulfhip  of  Algiers  was  vacant, 
and  that  if  he  would  accept  it,  he 
fhould  be  allowed  to  appoint  a 
vice-conful  to  aCt  during  his  oc- 
cafional  abfence.  As  a  lull  further 
inducement  he  promifed  that  “  if 
he  made  extenfive  excurfions  into 
the  country,  and  large  additions 
to  the  king's  collection,  he  Ihould 
be  recompenfed  with  the  reward 
ftipulated  in  the  affair  of  Ferrol, 
or  advanced  to  a  higher  fituation 
in  the  diplomatic  department." 
Thus  encouraged,  Mr.  Bruce  ac- 
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ceded  to  the  propofals  of  Lord 
Plalifax. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  Africa,  a  fa¬ 
vourite  fubjeCt  with  him,  Mr. 
Bruce  had  feveral  conversations 
with  Lord  Halifax,  and  with  Mr. 
Wood,  then  under  fecretary  of 
State.  In  the  courfe  of  thofe  con- 
verfations,  it  was  natural  that  the 
Nile  fhould  be  mentioned.  <(  The 
fountains  of  the  river  of  Egypt 
were  fpoken  of  as  likely  to  remain 
wholly  unknown  to  the  moderns, 
unlefs  fome  undaunted  adventurer 
fhould  trace  it  to  its  origin. 
Hints  were  obliquely  thrown  out, 
that  the  difcovery  of  thefe  ( coy 
fources’  could  not  be  expedited 
from  an  ordinary  traveller,  much 
lefs  from  one  who  had  no  ex¬ 
perience  in  thofe  difficulties  which 
mult  accompany  an  enterprize  of 
fuch  magnitude  and  glory  ;  and  it 
was  infinuated,  that,  if  any  Briton 
Ihould  fulfil,  in  this  particular,  the 
wilhes  of  every  age,  he  needed 
not,  under  fuch  a  monarch,  and  in 
a  period  fo  aufpicious  to  difcovery 
and  learning,  defpair  of  a  high  re¬ 
ward."  To  a  mind  like  that  of 
Mr.  Bruce,  the  hope  of  fame 
which  was  thus  held  out  was  an 
ample  inducement,  without  adding 
the  hope  of  reward. 

Temporary  circumitances  pre¬ 
vented  the  affair  of  the  confuhhip 
from  being  immediately  arranged, 
and  Mr.  Bruce  availed  himfelf  of 
the  delay,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Scot¬ 
land.  At  length,  in  February, 
1762,  his  appointment  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  him.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  he  was  introduced  to  his 
Majefty,  “  at  whole  gracious  re- 
queft,  it  is  believed,  he  promifed 
to  make,  for  his  princely  collec¬ 
tion,  accurate  and  complete  de¬ 
lineations  of  all  the  ruins  of  ancient 
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architecture  which  he  fhoukl  dif- 
cover  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels.  ” 

In  order  as  much  as  poffible  to 
combine  opportunities  of  travelling 
and  literary  enquiry  with  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
it  was  fettled  that  he  fhould  pafs 
through  France  into  Italy,  in 
which  latter  country  he  fhould 
wait  the  orders  of  his  government 
for  failing  to  Algiers.  The  pre¬ 
text  for  vifiting  Italy  was,  that  he 
would  be  wanted  there  to  convey 
a  notification  of  hoftilities  to  the 
grand  Mailer  of  Malta,  who  had 
aCled  in  an  unfriendly  manner  to¬ 
wards  the  Britifh.  It  was  Mr. 
Wood,  himfelf  a  promoter  and 
judge  of  the  arts,  who  procured 
for  his  friend  the  opportunity  of 
refiding  for  a  few  months  in  Italy. 

Mr.  Bruce  quitted  Britain 
about  the  end  of  June,  1762. 
His  paffport  through  France  was 
granted,  in  the  moil  liberal  man¬ 
ner,  by  M.  de  Choifeul.  He 
reached  Turin  on  the  15th  of  July, 
and,  having  palled  through  Parma 
and  Bologna,  arrived  at  Rome  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft.  In 
every  place,  he  was  received  with 
the  moll  flattering  kindnefs,  and  he 
omitted  nothing  by  which  he  could 
make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the 
flate  of  arts  and  fociety  in  that 
delightful  country.  He  planned  a 
fhort  differ  ration  on  the  ancient 
and  modern  flate  of  Rome,  but 
this  he  afterwards  abandoned.  At 
Florence  he  fpent  thiee  months, 
which  time  he  employed  in  care¬ 
fully  improving  himfelf  in  draw¬ 
ing  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  to  the  at¬ 
tention  which  he'  bellowed  upon 
this  art,  during  his  flay  in  Italy, 
that  the  excellent  flyle  and  man¬ 
ner  of  his  produ&ions  may  juftly 
be  attributed. 


No  inftruftions  had  yet  been 
fent  to  him.  At  length,  in 
January,  1763,  he  was  directed 
to  await  further  orders  at  Naples; 
a  command  which  was  highly 
pleafing  to  him,  as  it  enabled  him 
to  take  a  view  of  the  fouth  of  the 
Italian  peninfula,  and  alfo  to  for¬ 
ward  a  literary  projeCt  which  he 
had  formed.  He  had  already  pur- 
chafed  fome  drawings,  made  by  a 
Spanifh  officer,  of  the  ruins  of 
Paeftum,  and  had  conceived  the 
idea  of  publifhing  engravings  from 
them,  accompanied  by  a  differta- 
tion  on  that  city.  Of  this  dif¬ 
fer  tation,  he  urged  Sir  James  Grey, 
our  ambaffador  at  Naples,  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  compofition ;  but  Sir 
James  declined  it,  and  flrongly  re¬ 
commended  to  him  to  vifit  Paeftum 
himfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of  verify¬ 
ing  or  correcting  the  drawings. 
Mr.  Bruce  did  fo,  and  fully  in- 
veftigated  the  fubjeCt  of  this 
ruined  and  alinoft  forgotten  place. 
He  arranged  the  materials  of  his 
account,  engaged  Signor  Zocchi 
to  compofe  a  frontifpiece  to  the 
work,  and  entrulled  the  engraving 
of  the  drawings  to  Ks  friend  Mr. 
Strange,  who  was  then  in  Italy. 
The  work,  however,  was  never 
publifhed,  and  the  engravings  by 
Strange  are  believed  to  be  un¬ 
fortunately  loft. 

At  laft,  in  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  he  was  informed,  by  dif- 
patches  from  England,  that  the 
bufinefs  of  Malta  was  fettled  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  Britifh  fhip 
was  fent  to  carry  him  to  the  place 
of  his  appointment.  He  arrived 
at  Algiers  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1763,  and  immediately  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  troublefome 
and  even  dangerous  office.  With 
the  written  Arabic  he  was  already 
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converfant,  and,  as  he  was  refolded 
to  make  little  ufe  of  an  interpreter, 
he  now  diligently  applied  himfelf 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  Arabic  lan¬ 
guage  as  it  is  fpoken  in  Barbary. 
For  fome  months  after  his  arrival 
no  incident  of  any  confequence 
took  place.  But  this  calm  was 
not  of  long  duration.  The  po¬ 
litics  of  Algiers  were  at  that  pe¬ 
riod  hoftile  to  Britain.  The 
Court,  the  foldiery,  and  the  popu¬ 
lace,  were  difgufted  to  fee  that 
England  enjoyed  peace  with  them 
on  moderate  terms,  while  other 
Chrift  ian  Tates  were  compelled  to 
purchafe  it  from  them  at  an  ex¬ 
orbitant  price.  The  fury  of  the 
lower  orders  rofe  to  fuch  a 
height  on  this  fcore,  that  it  be¬ 
came  dangerous  for  the  conful  to 
make  his  appearance  in  public.  In 
the  council,  the  renegadoes  were 
the  moft  violent  againft  the  Britifh. 
Thefe  men  now  thought  that  they 
had  found  a  favourable  pretext  for 
coming  to  an  open  rupture.  Some 
change  bad  been  made  by  the 
Britifh  mini  dry  in  the  form  of  the 
paffes  granted  to  veffels  failing  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  the  violent  part  of  the 
council  conftrued  into  a  proof  of 
the  duplicity  and  arrogance  of  the 
Englifh,  at.  the  fame  time  im¬ 
portuning  their  mailer  to  order 
every  (hip  to  be  feized,  which 
could  not  produce  a  paifport  in 
the  ancient  form.  Their  wiihes 
were  too  much  in  unifon  with 
thofe  of  the  Dey  for  him  not  to 
accede  to  them.  Orders  were  if- 
fued  to  capture  every  (hip  which 
did  not  bear  what  the  Algerines 
were  pleafed  to  coniider  as  a  proper 
paifport.  Thefe  meafures  were 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Bruce  with  fuch 
fpirit  that  the  Dey  difowned  him 


as  conful,  and  fent  a  meffenger  to 
England  to  folicit  his  removal. 
Mr.  Bruce’s  exertions  were  not 
wholly  loft.  Fie  fucceeded  in 
making  known  their  danger  to  the 
trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  confequence  was,  that  only  one 
veifel  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
pirates. 

Acts  of  violence  and  inful t  now 
daily  occurred:  The  favourites 
of  the  Dey  detained  a  meffenger 
whom  he  had  fent  off  with  dif- 
patches  to  government,  and  pro- 
pofed,  by  means  of  torture,  to 
Force  his  fecretary  to  difclofe  their 
contents.  Under  all  thefe  trying 
circumftances,  Mr.  Bruce  difplayed 
an  unihaken  courage.  At  length, 
he  received  orders  to  quit  the 
country  in  three  days,  under  pairt 
of  death,  juft,  however,  as  he 
was  on  the  point  of  embarking,  a 
great  change  took  place  in  the 
divan,  to  which  it  is  probable  that 
the  rumour  of  an  Englifh  fquadron 
being  deftined  for  the  Barbary 
coaft  did  not  a  little  contribute. 
The  Dey  now  expreffed  an  unufuai 
defire  for  peace,  and  many  of  the 
renegadoes  confeffed  and  regretted 
the  part  which  they  had  taken  in 
the  recent  outrages.  But  the 
Britifh  minifters  were  miferably 
deficient  in  that  fpirit  which  their 
agent  poffeffed.  Inftead  of  ad¬ 
miring  and  applauding  him  for  his 
bold  and  dignified  conduct,  they 
treated  him  with  a  marked  cold- 
nefs,  and,  as  if  they  had  been  de- 
firous  to  increafe  the  arrogance  of 
the  Algerines,  they  meanly  con¬ 
ceded  the  point  to  them  on  the 
queftion  of  the  paffports.  Such 
behaviour  as  this  was  admirably 
calculated  to  increafe  the  infolence 
of  his  enemies,  and  to  render  more 
difficult  the  performance  of  his 

duties. 
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duties.  It  was,  therefore,  no  doubt 
with  infinite  pleafure  that,  in  the 
year  1765,  Mr.  Bruce  gave  up  his 
office  to  Mr.  Kirke,  who  had  been 
appointed  in  his  (lead. 

It  was,  as  we  have  feen,  a  part 
of  the  original  propofal  of  Lord 
Halifax  that  Mr.  Bruce  fhould  have 
occafional  leave  of  abfence,  for  the 
purpofe  of  investigating  the  remains 
of  antiquity  in  theStatesof  Barbary. 
In  his  eorrefpondence,  Mr.  Bruce 
reminded  his  Lordfhip  of  this,  but, 
though  the  promife  was  confeffed 
to  have  been  given,  it  was  never 
performed.  Some  of  the  miniftry 
are  even  faid  to  have  confidered, 
or  affe&ed  to  confider,  his  requelt 
as  an  improper  one.  He  had, 
therefore,  no  alternative  but  to  re- 
linquifh  that  purfuit  which  had 
been  the  principal  inducement  for 
his  refidence  in  Barbary,  or  to  make 
his  excurfion  as  a  private  indivi- 
dual.  With  his  accuftomed  refo- 
lution,  hechofe  the  latter.  Intre¬ 
pidity  and  probity  always  infpire 
refpedt,  even  in  thofe  againft  whom 
they  are  exerted.  More  fenfible 
than  the  Englifh  minifters,  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  though  he  had 
been  grievoufiy  thwarted  by  the 
firmnefs  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
could  not  help  admiring  his  cha¬ 
racter.  “  At  a  private  audience 
of  the  Dey,  which  he  obtained  for 
the  purpofe  of  afking  his  permiffion 
to  travel  through  the  inland  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Algiers,  he  had  the  fatis- 
/aCtion  to  receive  the  molt  cordial 
promifes  of  friendfhip  and  protec¬ 
tion  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey, 
and  letters  of  recommendation  to 
the  governors  of  the  places  which 
he  intended  to  vifit.” 

Thus  furnifhed  with  the  means 
of  forwarding  his  purpofe,  Mr. 
Bruce  failed  for  Tunis,  on  the  26th 
of  Auguft,  1765,  and,  on  his  way 
Vol.  LI,  or  Vol.  VIII,  New  S: 
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to  the  place,  he  went  on  fhore  to 
examine  the  ruins  of  Utica  and 
Carthage.  From  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
he  obtained  permiffion  to  travel  in 
any  part  of  his-  dominions.  Mr. 
Gordon,  a  relation  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
was  Englifh  Conful  at  Tunis;  the 
French  Conful,  a  moll  amiable  and 
accomplifhed  charaCler,  was  M. 
de  Saifeu  ;  and  both  emuloufiy 
contributed  to  further  the  defigns 
of  Mr.  Bruce.  As  an  alfiftanr,  in 
making  drawings,  Mr.  Bruce  took 
with  him  a  young  Italian,  of  the 
name  of  Luigi  Balugani,  who  had 
been  engaged  for  him  at  Rome,  by 
Mr.  Lumifden. 

Mr.  Bruce,  accompanied  by  Ba- 
lugani,  fet  out  from  Tunis,  for  the 
interior,  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1765.  He  palled  by 
Tucca,  Keif,  and  Hydra,  to  Ti- 
pafa,  and  thence  entered  Conltan- 
tina,  the  molt  ealterly  province  be- 
longing  to  Algiers.  In  all  thefe 
places  he  found  remains  of  Grecian 
architedure.  Near  Conftantina, 
Mr.  Bruce  difcovered  the  ruins  of 
Cirta,  the  capital  of  Syphax.  The 
Dey  had  given  orders  for  his  recep¬ 
tion  at  the  palace  of  Conftantina, 
and  there  he  relied  feveral  days. 
He  then  continued  his  journey,  by 
Si teef,  Taggouzainah,  and  Jibbel 
Aures,  at  which  latter  place  he 
met  with  a  favage  tribe,  the  colour 
of  whofe  hair  and  whofe  features 
feem  to  indicate  their  defcent  from 
the  nations  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
He  then  returned  to  Tunis  by  Tez- 
zoute,  Calfareen,  Spaitla,  Much- 
tar,  and  Tugga  ;  in  moll  of  which 
places,  but  “  particularly  at  Spait¬ 
la,  he  found  magnificent  ruins, 
either  of  temples,  triumphal  arches, 
or  other  public  buildings,  executed 
by  the  Romans,  in  the  belt  ages  of 
the  Empire.” 

In  a  fecond  journey,  he  took  the 
ries.  *  3  B  route 
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route  of  Zowan,  Jelloula,  and  Oaf- 
fareen,  to  Theriana  or  Thala  ;  and 
then  came  back  by  Cafsa,  Tozer, 
Shibgah  el  Lowdeah,  Gabs,  Ei 
Hamrnah  and  El  Gem  me,  along  the 
fea  coaft,  to  Tunis. 

Tripoli  was  the  next  place 
which  Mr.  Bruce  refolved  to  vifit. 
Though  theBey  of  T unis  being  at  va¬ 
riance  with  the  Bafha  of  Tripoli, 
would  give  Mr.  Bruce  no  letters  of 
recommendation,  though  the  Bahia 
of  Tripoli  had  quarrelled  with  the 
Englilh  conful,  and  though  the  in¬ 
termediate  country  was  infelled  by 
Arabs,  Mr.  Bruce  determined  to 
fake  the  journey.  He  reached 
Tripoli,  after  encountering  many 
dangers,  but  could  not  then  attain 
his  objed,  which  was  to  view  the  an¬ 
tiquities  of  the  Tripoline  territory. 
He,  therefore,  returned  to  Tunis. 

In  a  fecond  journey  to  Tripoli 
he  was  more  fortunate.  He  was 
enabled  to  advance  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  vifited  Barca,  took  drawings 
at  Ptolemeta,  and  difproved  the 
exigence  of  a  city  at  Ras  Sem, 
whofe  inhabitants  were  faid  to  have 
been  petrified  by  a  judgment  of 
Heaven.  Famine,  plague,  and 
the  hoililities  of  the  Arabs,  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  continuing  his 
refearches  to  the  extent  which  he 
originally  intended  ;  and  he  took 
his  paflage  for  Crete,  in  a  fmall 
Greek  veiTel,  having  fortunately 
lent  before  to  Smyrna  his  books, 
drawings,  and  fupernumerary  inftru- 
ments.  The  veiTel  was  fhipwrecked 
wear  Ptolometa,  and  Mr.  Bruce, 
who  had  fwam  afhore  with  much 
difficulty,  was  cruelly  treated  by 
the  Arabs,  as  he  lay  infenlible  on 
the  beach.  He  was  fent  to  Ben¬ 
gasi,  where  he  remained  two 
months,  partly  fupporting  himfelf 
by  filhing.  At  length  he  got  on 
board  a  fmall  French  velfel,  and 


arrived  in  fafety  at  Canea,  where 
he  was  holpitably  received  by  M» 
Amoureux,  the  French  conful. 

At  Canea  Mr.  Bruce  was  feized 
with  an  intermitting  fever,  which 
laded  feveral  months,,  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  fatigues  which 
he  had  undergone,  and  the  rude 
treatment  which  he  had  received 
from  the  Arabs.  While  in  Ciete, 
he  learned  that  many  remark¬ 
able  tuins  were  to  be  feen  in 
Caramania,  on  the  adjacent  conti¬ 
nent,  and  he  formed  the  defign  of 
exploring  them.  Having  obtained 
the  necelfary  letters  of  introduction, 
he  left  Canea,  in  April  1767, 
and  touched  at  Rhodes,  where  he 
found  his  books  and  papers,  which 
had  been  forwarded  from  Tunis 
and  Tripoli ;  he  then  proceeded  to 
Cartel  Roflo  on  the  Caramanian 
coaft.  The  return  of  his  illnefs, 
however,  fmftrated  his  intention  of 
travellinor  in  Afia  Minor,  and  he 
therefore  bent  his  courfe  to  Sidon, 
where  he  met  with  the  molt  hof- 
pitable  reception  from  M.  Clairem- 
baut,  the  French  conful,  to  whom 
he  had  been  warmly  recommended 
by  M.  Peyfonnel,  the  conful  at 
Smyrna.  Here,  in  the  families  of 
the  merchants,  and  at  Aleppo, 
which  he  fubfequently  vifited, 
were  fpent  fome  ot  the  happielt 
moments  of  his  life.  The  French 
had  at  that  period  a  flourilhing  ef- 
tablifhment  in  the  Levant,  and 
thofe  who  were  connected  with  it 
were  almort  uniformly  dirtinguilhed 
by  their  tafte,  their  politenefs,  and 
their  virtues..  While  at  Sidon, 
Mr.  Bruce  was  once  more  attacked 
by  the  ague  and  fever,  under  which 
he  differed  for  fome  weeks,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  having  imprudently 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  night  air, 
by  fleeping  in  a  tent.  But  to  re¬ 
main  in  a  rtate  of  indolence  was 

neither 
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neither  confident  with  the  temper 
nor  the  purpofe  of  Mr.  Bruce. 
After  having  made  fhort  excurfions 
to  mount  Libanus,  and  vifited  one 
of  the  fources  of  the  Jordan,  where 
he  found  the  papyrus  growing  in  a 
marfh,  he  planned  a  journey  to 
Balbec  and  Palmyra.  He  departed 
from  Sidon,  on  the  fixteenth  of 
September,  and  arrived,  on  the 
nineteenth,  at  Balbec.  There  he 
carefully  delineated  every  thing 
that  was  deferving  of  attention, 
and  completed  his  labours  without 
having  encountered  any  moleftation 
whatever.  He  next  vifited  the 
Hill  more  fplendid  remains  of  Pal¬ 
myra,  of  which  he  made  thirteen 
magnificent  drawings,  Thefe,  and 
alfo  the  drawings  of  Balbec,  he,  on 
his  return  to  his  own  country,  pre- 
fented  to  the  King.  In  the  end 
of  October,  he  returned  to  Tripoli, 
whence  he  travelled  to  Latakia  and 
Antioch,  and  finally  halted  at 
Aleppo.  At  this  latter  place  he 
was  again  confined  to  a  tick  bed, 
and  reduced  almoft  to  death  by  the 
fever  and  ague,  but  the  conftant 
attention  of  M.  Belville,  a  French 
merchant,  and  the  flail  of  Dr. 
Patrick  Ruffe],  averted  the  fate 
which  impended  over  him.  The 
time  of  his  flay  here  was  not  fpent 
frnitlefsly  by  Mr.  Bruce.  He  had 
already  made  bimfelf  acquainted  at 
Algiers  with  fome  of  the  practical 
parts  of  medicine,  and  he  now  en¬ 
larged  his  knowledge  by  the  af- 
fiflance  of  the  inftruCtions  of  Dr. 
Ruflel.  This  was  a  highly  politic 
meafure  ;  it  being  his  intention  to 
vifit  a  country  where  the  character 
of  a  phyfician  was  the  belt  intro¬ 
duction  to  both  the  court  and  the 
people.  Dr.  Ruffel  was  famous  for 
his  acquaintance  with  the  difeafes 
of  the  eaft,  and  he  liberally  imparted 


to  his  friend  his  mode  of  treating 
them,  and  pointed  out  the  medi¬ 
cines  of  which  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  procure  a  fupply. 

Two  projects  now  occupied  the 
thoughts,  and  rendered  doubtful 
the  choice,  of  Mr.  Bruce.  The 
firft  project  was  that  of  a  long  and 
dangerous  journey  through  Arme¬ 
nia  and  the  regions  to  the  north 
of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  obferving, 
on  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian,  the 
tranlit  of  Venus.  This  he  was 
compelled  to  relinquifh,  by  the  iin- 
poflibility  of  procuring  the  neceflary 
aftronomical  inftruments  in  time  ; 
and  Ci  his  difappointment  was  ag¬ 
gravated  by  accounts,  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  England,  of  abfurd 
and  difrefpeCtful  ftories  relating  to 
himfelf  and  his  travels,  which  had 
been  circulated  there  by  fome  per- 
fons  envious  of  hisaeputation/' 

The  other  projeCt  was  that  on 
which  his  fame  was  deftined  ulti¬ 
mately  to  reft.  It  had  indeed  taken 
a  deeper  root  than  any  other  in 
Mr.  Bruce’s  mind.  There  was  in 
it  a  grandeur  and  daringnefs  which 
accorded  with  his  character.  It 
was  nothing  lefs  than  to  penetrate 
into  Abyffinia,  and  explore  the 
fources  of  the  Nile,  which  had  for 
ages  been  a  fubjeCt  of  wonder  and  of 
difpute.  But  this  enterprife  could 
not  be  undertaken  without  the  aid 
of  aftronomical  inftruments,  and  he 
was  confequently  compelled  to 
paufe  till  he  received  information 
as  to  the  practicability  of  procur¬ 
ing  them,  from  his  friends  in  Eng¬ 
land.  He  feared  that  the  refult  of 
his  application  would  be  unfavoura¬ 
ble,  but  in  this  he  was  agreeably 
difappointed,  as  they  haftened  to 
procure  the  inftruments  and  to  ftiip 
them  to  Alexandria. 

He  quitted  Aleppo  in  the  begin- 
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ning  of  March  1768,  and  after 
having  been  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  drowned  in  the  Orontes,  he 
paffed  through  Tripoli  and  Beirout 
to  Sidon,  where  he  was  received 
with  undiminifhed  affedion  by  M. 
Clairembaut,  and  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  learning  that  the  necefiary 
apparatus  were  already  on  the  way. 

It  was  in  June  1768  that  Mr. 
Bruce  arrived  in  Egypt,  which  was 
then  under  the  Marnaluke  govern¬ 
ment,  the  fupreme  head  of  which 
was  the  celebrated  Ali  Bey.  Ali 
and  his  minifter  Maalem  Rilk  were 
both  implicit  believers  in  aftrology, 
and,  as  they  imagined  that  the  in- 
ftruments  belonging  to  Mr.  Bruce 
were  intended  for  aitrological  pur- 
pofes,  they  conceived  the  higheil 
opinion  of  his  Ikill,  and,  confe- 
quently,  veneration  for  his  perfon. 
The  inftruments  were  forwarded, 
without  examination,  or  the. pay¬ 
ment  of  duty  ;  and,  which  was  of 
more  importance,  the  traveller  was 
liberally  furnilhed  with  peremptory 
letters  of  recommendation  to  all 
thofe  whom  Ali  Bey  commanded, 
or  over  whom  he  poflefled  any  de¬ 
gree  of  influence.  The  impreflion 
which  the  fight  of  the  inflruments 
had  made  upon  Ali  Bey  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  perfonal  appearance 
and  the  talents  of  the  pofleflbr. 
After  a  few  audiences,  Mr.  Bruce 
fucceeded  in  gaining,  by  his  fupe- 
liorfkill  in  medicine  and  prophecy, 
the  entire  confidence  and  triendfhip 
of  the  Bey.  By  a  Coptic  priefi, 
called  Chriftopher,  he  was  alfo 
introduced  to  the  Patriarch  of 
Alexandria,  who  is  acknowledged 
by  the  Abyflinians  as  the  head  of 
their  church;  and  from  this  digni¬ 
fied  individual  he  obtained  letters 
to  all  the  principal  Greeks  of 
Gondar,  “  accompanied  with  a 


general  bull,  in  which  they  were 
enjoined  to  renounce  their  pride 
and  vanity,  and  to  fupport,  to  the 
utmofl  of  their  power,  the  ft  ranger 
whom  the  patriarch  fent  among 
them.” 

Previous  to  his  quitting  Egypt, 
Mr.  Bruce  afeended  the  Nile,  and 
vifited  the  fire  of  the  ancient  Mem¬ 
phis,  Dendera,  Furftiout,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Thebes,  Syene,  and  the 
catarad,  Availing  himfelf  of  the 
fetting  out  of  a  caravan  from  Kenne 
to  Cofleir,  he  quitted  Kenne  on 
the  fixteenth  of  February',  1769, 
traverfed  the  defect,  and  arrived 
on  the  twenty  fecond  at  Cofleir, 
whence  he  did  not  finally  depart 
till  the  fifth  of  April.  During 
his  flay  there,  he  made  an  excur- 
fion  on  the  coaft:  of  the  Red  Sea, 
as  far  as  230  58'  of  north  latitude, 
and  examined  Jibbel  Zumrud,  the 
emerald  mine,  which  isdeferibed  by 
Pliny  and  other  ancient  writers. 

On  leaving  Cofleir  for  Jidda,  in- 
ftead  of  taking  thedired  route,  he 
failed  by  a  circuitous  courfe,  in  order 
to  make  obfervations  on  the  hydro¬ 
graphy  of  the  Red  Sea.  He  drew 
plans  of  the  various  harbours,  took 
obfervations  for  the  life  of  future 
navigators,  and  colleded  a  number 
of  curious  marine  produdions,  of 
various  kinds. 

The  Arab  drefs  had  long  been 
worn  by  Mr.  Bruce,  and  he  had 
frequently  paflfed  for  a  Barbary 
Arab.  On  his  landing  at  Jidda, 
which  was  on  the  third  of  May, 
lie  fo  much  refembled  a  Turkilh 
galiongy,  or  failor,  that  the  captain 
of  the  port  was  aftonsfhed  to  hear 
fome  of  his  fervants  declare  that 
he  was  an  EnTilhman.  His  drefs 

#  O 

was  fo  little  calculated  to  infpire 
refped  that  he  was  driven  as  a 
Vagrant  from  the  gate  of  the  Eng- 
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lifli  fadory.  Captain  Thornhill, 
of  the  Bengal  Merchant,  received 
him,  however,  with  great  kindnefs 
and  companion.  In  the  mean  time, 
Youfef,  the  governor  of*  Jidda,  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  examining 
Mr.  Bruce’s  baggage,  in  which, 
to  his  infinite  furprife,  he  found  a 
number  of  prefents,  a  firman  from 
the  Porte,  and  a  variety  of  letters, 
written  by  and  addreffed  to  perfons 
of  the  higheft  dignity.  He  im¬ 
mediately  haftened  to  the  fadory 
to  enquire  about  the  Englifh  noble¬ 
man,  and  was  aftomfhed  to  find 
him  fitting  under  a  fhed  in  the 
habit  of  a  Turkifh  failor.  “  A 
good  underftanding  was  infiantly 
eftablifhed  with  Youfef;  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  gentlemen  ufed  their  whole 
influence  to  promote  Mr.  Bruce’s 
defigns ;  and  every  head  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  procuring  letters  of  the 
moft  effective  kind  from  the  Sheriffe 
of  Mecca  to  the  governor  of  Ma- 
fuah,  the  king  of  Abyflinia,  and 
his  general  and  prime  minifter, 
Michael  Suhul.” 

Among  thofe  who  ftrongly  inte- 
refted  themfelves  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Bruce,  was  Metical  Aga,  origin¬ 
ally  an  Abyflinian  flave,  but  now 
minifter  to  the  Sheriffe  of  Mecca. 
At  the  folicitation  of  the  Englifh, 
he  wrote,  in  the  moft  prefling 
terms,  to  Michael  Suhul,  or,  as  he 
is  often  called,  the  Ras  Michael, 
to  inform  him  that  he  was  about 
“  to  fend  him  a  Chriftian  phyfician, 
who  was  accuftomed  to  wander 
over  the  world  in  fearch  of  herbs 
and  trees,  beneficial  to  the  health 
of  man  ;  a  fubjed  of  a  great  king, 
fbvercign  of  a  powerful  people, 
called  the  Englifh,  fettled  in  India  ; 
arid  much  efteemed  at  Jidda.”  He 
alfo  entreated  the  Ras  to  fave  Mr, 
Bruce  from  the  violence  of  the 


Naybe  of  Mafuah,  and  to  pro  ted 
him  till  he  fhould  return  to  Cairo. 
To  render  the  traveller  ftill  more 
fafe,  Metical  Aga,  at  the  folicita¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Price,  difpatch- 
cd  a  confidential  fervant  with 
Mr.  Bruce  to  carry  letters  into 
Abyflinia. 

Mr.  Bruce  departed  from  Jidda 
on  the  eighth  of  July,  i  769,  and, 
as  a  compliment  to  his  enter- 
prifing  fpirit,  was  faluted  by  the 
Englifh  veflels  which  were  then  in 
the  harbour.  Before  the  arrival 
of  the  traveller  at  Mafuah,  the 
Naybe  of  that  place,  a  blood- 
thirfty  ruffian,  had  received  inti¬ 
mation  of  his  coming,  and  had 
held  a  council,  to  deliberate  whe¬ 
ther,  according  to  their  laudable 
cuftom,  they  fhould  murder  him  on 
his  landing,  orpreferve  his  life  till 
they  learned  by  whom  he  was  pro- 
teded.  At  this  council,  Ahmed, 
the  Naybe's  nephew,  had  ftrenu- 
oufly  oppofed  the  murdering  of 
Mr.  Bruce,  affi going  as  a  reafon 
for  his  oppofition,  and  no  other 
reafon  was  likely  to  influence  Ids 
auditors,  that  the  murder  would  be 
dangerous,  as  the  ftranger  was  no 
doubt  powerfully  proteded,  and 
one  half  of  the  guns  which  had  been 
fired  in  honour  of  him,  by  the 
Englifh  at  Jidda,  would,  in  a  few 
hours,  reduce  Mafuah  to  a  heap  of 
ruins.  This  reafon  was  confidered 
as  a  valid  one,  and  the  plan  of  af- 
faffination  was,  in  confequence, 
fufpended. 

After  having  quitted  Jidda,  Mr. 
Bruce  halted  fome  time  at  Loheia, 
to  wait  for  the  guide  who  had  been 
promifed  to  him  by  Metical  Aga. 
This  guide,  whofc  name  was  Ma¬ 
homet  Gibberti,  at  length  came, 
and  brought  with  him  a  letter  to 
Ahmed,  and  another  to  Mr.  Bruce, 

from 
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from  Sidi  Ali,  the  keeper  of  the  fa- 
cred  well  at  Mecca,  who  cautioned 
him  to  diftruft  the  Naybe,  and  to 
fecure  the  friendfhipof  Ahmed. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September, 
after  a  tedious  voyage,  in  which  he 
was  nearly  fhipwrecked,  Mr. 
Bruce  anchored  before  Mafuah, 
with  his  conduftor,  Mahomet,  who 
immediately  went  on  £hore,  fent  off 
letters  to  the  Ras,  and  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  Naybe.  On  his 
way  Mahomet  met  with  Ahmed,  and 
was  informed  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and  he  loft  no  time  in  com¬ 
municating  this  information  to 
Mr.  Bruce.  This  promptnefs  in 
Mahomet  w^s  of great  advantageto 
Mr.  Bruce,  as  Ahmed  imputed  the 
traveller’s  acquaintance  with  what 
had  paffed,  to  fupernatural  (kill, 
and  was  thereby  ind  iced  to  be¬ 
friend  him  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
}  ower. 

Mr.  Bruce  found  the  Naybe  to 
be  a  confummate  villain.  This 
ruffian  treated  the  Grand  Signior’s 
firman  with  contempt ;  then  en¬ 
deavoured  to  frighten  Mr.  Bruce 
into  the  making  of  an  enormous 
prelent. ;  and,  having  failed  in  this, 
he  fummoned  a  divan,  “  in  which 
he  accufed  him  of  feveral  ri¬ 
diculous  offences,  fuch  as  converf- 
ing,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
d.feafes  upon  the  country,  with  a 
comet  then  vilible  at  Mafuah.” 
By  dint  of  firmnefs,  Mr.  Bruce 
efcaped  upon  this  occafion,  and 
alfo  upon  another,  when  the 
Naybe  fcnt  a  party  of  foldiers  to 
his  houfe  to  murder  him.  At 
length  meffengers  arrived  from 
Abyffinia,  and,  by  a  well  concerted 
ffratagem,  the  Naybe  was  intimi¬ 
dated  into  letting  his  prey  efcape. 
Ahmed  fupplied  the  party  with 
neceffaries.  and  Mr,  Bruce  and  his 


conductor  departed  towards  the 
A'byffinian  frontier. 

At  this  period  the  dangers 
which  awaited  Mr.  Bruce  were 
fcarcely  lefs  alarming  than  thofe 
to  which  he  was  now  expofed. 
“  Owing  to  a  violent  but  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  of  the  Portuguefe 
jefuits,  in  the  feventeenth  century, 
to  change  the  form  of  religion 
from  that  of  the  Greek  church  of 
Alexandria  to  the  Roman  catholic, 
the  very  name  of  Fratik,  or  Euro¬ 
pean,  is  generally  regarded  in 
Abyffinia,  as  fynonimous  with  pa¬ 
gan  and  infidel.  Befides  this  pre-? 
judice,  which  had,  hitherto,  occa- 
fioned  in  Habbefh  the  death  or  ba- 
nifhment  ol  every  European,  a  civil 
war,  of  the  moft  violent  kind,  ren¬ 
dered,  at  this  period,  that  country 
flill  lefs  eafy  of  accefs  to  foreigners. 
Three  powerful  parties  the  Kua~ 
ratty  a ,  the  Qalla  and  the  Tig  re 
divided  the  kingdom  into  as  many 
factions.”  The  moft  prominent 
character  in  the  difturbances  of 
Abyffinia,  was  Michael  Suhul,  go? 
vernor  of  Tigre,  the  province  of 
Habbefh  ncareft  to  Arabia,  a 
powerful,  ambitious,  and  favage 
\yai  rior,  who  held  “  the  high  offices 
of  Ras  and  Berudet,  which  con- 
llituted  him,  by  the  laws  of  that 
country,  guardian  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  under  the  king,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  national 
forces.”  The  reigning  monarch, 
Teclahaimanout r  a  youth  of  fifreen 
years  of  age,  had  been  raifed  to  the 
throne  by  Michael,  who  had  caufed 
his  father  to  be  murdered.  At  this 
moment,  the  Ras,  in  conjumftion 
with  the  Kuaranya,  or  queen  dowa¬ 
ger’s  party,  by  which  he  was  fe- 
cretly  detefted,  was  making  war 
upon  the  Galla ,  commanded  by 
Fajil3  who  had  declared  his  inten¬ 
tion 
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lion  ©f  revenging  the  murder  of 
the  late  king,  and  driving  home 
Michael  to  his  own  diftrid.  It  is 
in  the  province  of  Ago~oj-Midre\ 
one  of  the  four  provinces  which 
belonged  to  Fafil,  that  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  the  Nile  are  lituated. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Abyf- 
finia  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Bruce 
entered  that  country,  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  November  1769. 
He  was,  however,  hofpitably  re¬ 
ceived  at  Adowa,  by  the  deputy 
of  the  Ras,  with  whom  he  refided 
jnore  than  fix  weeks.  He  then  fet 
out  on  his  journey,  during  which 
he  vifited  Axum,  once  the  metro¬ 
polis,  faw  the  monks  perform  the 
ceremony  of  blefiing  the  waters  of 
the  Epiphany,  wknefied  the  bar¬ 
barous  cuftom  of  eating  fiefh  cut 
from  a  live  cow,  and,  after  having 
encountered  many  difficulties  and 
dangers,  reached  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Gondar,  the  capital,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  February.  A  great 
vidlory  had  juft  been  obtained  by 
the  Rfs,  over  the  rebel  general 
Fafil.  ’ 

At  Gondar,  Mr.  Bruce  foon  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf  popular  by  his  man¬ 
ners,  his  ftrength  and  aceomplilh- 
ments,  and  particularly  by  his  me¬ 
dical  (kill,  which  he  exerted  very 
fuccefsfully  in  curing  many  perfons 
of  the  fmall-pox,  a  diforder  which 
was  th;n  ravaging  the  country. 
He  was  introduced  to  the  Iteghe 
or  Queen  Dowager,  and  to  her 
daughter  Ozoro  Either,  the  wife  of 
the  Ras;  the  friendfhip  of  both 
of  whom  he  gained  by  faving  the 
children  of  Ozoro. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  refiding  with  the 
Court,  at  Kofeam,  when  Michael 
returned.  “  The  firft  feene  which 
Michael  exhibited  after  he  arrived, 
was  the  pulling  out  the  eyes  of  a 
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number  of  Galla  officers  whom  he 
had  taken  in  war,  after  which  he 
turned  them  out  into  the  fields,  to 
perilh  by  famine  and  the  wild 
beafts.  Mr.  Bruce  faved  the  lives 
of  two  of  them,  a  circumftance 
which  was  of  fervice  to  him  after¬ 
wards,  when  travelling  through 
the  Galla  country  to  the  fources  of 
the  Nile.” 

The  firft  reception  of  Mr.  Bruce 
by  the  Ras  was  not  calculated  to 
infpire  very  Battering  hopes.  It 
was  cold  and  formal.  For  fome 
time  after  his  firft  audience,  Mi*. 
Bruce  thought  himfelf  entirely  ne¬ 
glected  by  Michael  and  the  king  ; 
but,  about  the  middle  of  March, 
Aylo,  (a  warm  friend  of  Mr. 
Bruce)  told  him  that  Mahomet 
Gibberti  had  delivered  to  the  Ras 
two  letters  from  Metical  Aga,  in 
which  he  explained  to  Michael  Mr. 
Bruce’s  charadur,  defigns,  and  re¬ 
ligion,  and  requefted  that  he  would 
provide  for  his  fafety  while  fye  re¬ 
fided  in  Abyffinia.  Michael  <i>m- 
plained  that  Metical  did  not  know 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  otherwife 
he  would  not  have  affied  fafety  for 
a  ftranger,  while  the  king  himfelf 
was  daily  fighting  for  his  life. 
((  All  I  can  do,”  faid  the  Ras, 
((  is  to  keep  him  with  me  ;  if  the 
king  and  l  perifh,  he  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  it  was  in  my  power  to 
defend  his  ftranger”— f<  You  do  not 
know  the  man,”  exclaimed  Ayto 
Aylo,  who  remembered  the  feats  at 
Kofeam,  f<  he  is  a  devil  on  horfe- 
back;  he  rides  and  fhoots  better  than 
any  man  who  ever  came  into  Abyf, 
finia — put  him  about  the  king, 
and  there  is  no  fear  of  him,” 

This  charader  decided  Michael 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Bruce.  He  at  firft 
wifhed  to  appoint  him  Mailer  of 
the  Horfe,  but  this  office  Mr. 

Bruce 
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Bruce  declined,  as  interfering  with 
his  plans,  by  compelling  a  conftant 
attendance  at  Court.  The  Ras  then 
made  him  a  Baalomaal,  or  one  of 
the  gentlemen  whofe  office  it  is  to 
wait  upon  the  king,  and  commander 
of  the  Coccob  horfe,  a  body  of  ca¬ 
valry  belonging  to  the  houfehold. 

f(  The  various  incidents  which  ef- 
tablifhedMr.  Bruce’s  reputation  for 
courage,  abilities,  and  generofity, 
after  his  introduction  to  the  king, 
though  very  interefting,  are  too  mi¬ 
nute  to  be  enumerated  in  this  place. 
He  gained  nearly  as  much  by  the 
difereet  and  liberal  manner  in  which 
he  treated  his  enemies,  as  by  the 
jefpeCtful  attention  which  he  paid 
to  his  friends.  He  eafily  excited  the 
admiration  of  an  ignorant  court  by 
exhibiting  effeCts  of  fire  arms  well 
known  in  Europe,  but  wonderful  to 
fiich  as  have  little  knowledge  of 
them.  Though  equally  qualified  for 
the  field  and  court,  he  owed  much 
of  the  favour  bellowed  on  him  by 
the  Abylfinians  to  his  medical 
character.  In  order,  however,  to 
prevent  his  being  reckoned  an  in*- 
digent  phyfician,  he  often  refufed 
the  money  which  was  offered  to 
him  for  his  fervices,  and,  by  affert- 
ing  that  he  pra&ifed  medicine  only 
for  his  own  fatisfaftion,and  through 
a  love  of  mankind,  preferved  the 
dignity  of  his  cha rafter  as  a  foldier 
and  a  man  of  rank.” 

Thus  in  favor  at  court,  Mr. 
Bruce  was  foon  honoured  with  far¬ 
ther  preferment ;  be  being  made  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province  of  Ras-el- 
fecl.  The  troops  of  the  king  now 
took  the  field,  and  Mr.  Bruce,  after 
having  refided  for  some  time  at 
Emfras,  fet  out  to  join  them.  In 
his  way  he  vifited  the  celebrated 
cataract  of  the  Nile  at  Alata, 
where  the  river  falls  about  forty 


feet  over  the  rocks.  Fortunately 
tor  the  objeCt  which  Mr.  Bruce  had 
in  view,  a  peace  was  patched 
up  between  Michael  and  Fafil,  and 
the  latter  was  formally  declared 
governor  of  Agow-Midrc,  Damot 
and  the  adjoining  provinces.  Fa¬ 
fil  having  fent  feveral  perfons  of 
confequence  to  Gondar  to  receive 
the  inveftiture,  Mr.  Bruce  availed 
himfelt  of  this  opportunity  to  gain 
their  friendlhip  by  prefents,  and 
alfo  to  endeavour  to  obtain  that  of 
Fafil,  by  fending  him  “  fome  me¬ 
dicines,  which  were  at  that  time 
requifite,  for  his  favorite  general, 
Wclleta  Yafous.  For  thefe  aCts 
of  refpeCt  and  kindnefs,  the  mef- 
fengers  expreffed  themfelves  wil¬ 
ling  to  grant  a  fuitable  compenfa- 
tion.  Mr.  Bruce,  induced  by  their 
readinefs  to  oblige  him,  alked  of 
the  king  a  gift  of  the  village  of 
Geefh,  and  of  the  ground  which 
contains  the  fountains  of  the  Abav 
(or  Nile)  with  a  promife  from 
Fafil  to  conduct  him  to  thefe  in 
fafety,  and  free  from  expence.  The 
court,  ignorant  of  his  enthufiafm, 
laughed  at  the  trilling  nature  of  the 
requeff.  The  king  haftened  to 
pronounce  the  words  of  the  grant, 
and  to  make  Fafii’s  fervants  con¬ 
firm  it  by  oath,  in  the  name  of  their 
mailer. ’’ 

But,  though  the  rebellion  ot 
Fafil  was  at  an  end,  there  could  be 
no  fcarcity  of  rebellions  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Abyllinia.  The  governors 
of  two  of  the  provinces  were  in 
arms,  originally  iniligated  by  Fa¬ 
fil,  with  the  intention  of  attacking 
Michael,  and  as  they  were  much  the 
ftrongeft,  it  was  neceffary  for  him 
to  retreat  to  Tigre  with  the  king, 
before  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers 
rendered  it  imprafticable  for  him 
to  retire.  The  king  endeavoured 

to 
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to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Bruce  to  ac¬ 
company  them,  but  finding  that  his 
entreaties  were  of  no  avail,  he  part¬ 
ed  from  him  with  the  kindeft  wifhes, 
and  gave  him  fucli  inftruftions  as 
were  neceffary  to  fecure  his  fafety. 

As  foon  as  the  king  and  Michael 
had  departed,  the  two  governors 
and  the  queen  dowager  fet  up  a 
new  king,  named  Socinios,  a  young 
man,  with  neither  education  nor 
talents,  but  with  an  abundance  of 
vices.  He  was,  befides,  a  mortal 
hater  of  the  Franks,  in  which  dif- 
pofition  he  was  confirmed  by  Abba 
Salama,  who  held  a  high  fituation 
in  the  Abyflinian  church,  and  who 
was  a  determined  enemy  of  Mr. 
Bruce.  The  queen  dowager,  how¬ 
ever,  was  (till  the  friend  of  the 
traveller.  While  in  this  unpleafant 
fituation,  Mr.  Bruce  gained  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  all  parties,  by  his  manly 
conduct  in  paying  funeral  honours 
to  the  corpfe  of  Joas,  the  late 
king,  which  had  been  difinterred, 
and  to  which,  from  the  dread  of 
Michael,  no  one  dared  to  fhow  the 
leaft  refpeft.  Even  Michael,  when 
he  heard  of  it,  feemed  to  approve 
of  this  behaviour,  and  Teclahai- 
manout,  the  young  king,  fpoke  of 
it  with  delight. 

At  length,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  October,  Mr.  Bruce  fet  out  to 
vifit  the  fpot  which  was  the  object 
of  all  his  toils.  At  a  place  called 
Eamba,  he  met  the  van  of  Fafil’s 
army.  The  chief  received  him  in 
fo  rude  and  indecent  a  manner,  that 
Mr.  Bruce  could  not  forbear  from 
loading  him  with  reproaches.  This 
boldnefs  feems  to  have  wrought  a 
favourable  change  in  Fafil.  In  the 
morning  he  gave  Mr.  Bruce  the  in- 
vefiiture  of  Geefh  in  the  ufual  way, 
made  the  Galla  chiefs  take  an  oath 
of  brotherhood  with  him,  and  fur- 


nifhed  him  with  a  guide,  called 
Shalaka  Woldo,  a  perfon  of  autho¬ 
rity  in  that  country,  and  with  a 
horfe,  which  he  defired  him  not  to 
mount,  but  to  drive  before  him  till 
he  came  to  Saccala. 

This  horfe  appears  to  have  been  a 
moil:  important  part  of  the  company. 
It  was  every  where  treated  with 
the  higheft  refpedl  by  the  wild 
Gallas.  The  charge  of  proteding 
Mr.  Bruce  for  one  portion  of  his 
journey,  was  entrufted  to  a  Galla 
chief,  who  was  confidered  by  his 
countrymen  as  ((  a  prodigy  of  mild- 
nefs,  and  emphatically  called  the 
Lamb,  becaufe  hefometitnes  fpared 
the  lives  of  his  prifoners,  efpecially 
of  pregnant  women,  contrary  to 
the  efiablifhed  cuftomof  the  Galla/* 
Two  parties  had  been  difpatched 
by  Abba  Salama,  to  murder  Air. 
Bruce,  and  the  Lamb  had  orders 
from  Fafil  to  defeat  them,  which 
he  fully  accomplifhed,  without 
alarming  the  travellers. 

Having  entered  the  wild  but 
beautiful  countries  of  Aroofi  and 
Goutta,  Mr.  Bruce  continued  his 
journey  fouthwrard  for  two  days, 
and  entered  the  diftrift  of  Sac¬ 
cala,  where  he  obferved  that  the 
Nile  was  dwindled  into  a  fcanty 
brook.  Woldo,  the  guide,  being 
gratified  with  a  prefent,  i(  pointed 
with  his  finger  to  the  marlh  which 
contains  the  fprings  of  the  Nile, 
and  retired  into  the  village  of 
Geefh,  leaving  his  mailer  to  in¬ 
dulge  his  enthufiafm.  Mr.  Bruce 
ran  down  to  the  graffy  fpot,  where 
he  obferved  two  or  three  fountains 
of  different  fizes,  feme  of  which 
were  inclofed  within  a  mound  of 
fod,  the  work  of  the  Agows,  who 
have  long  worlhipped  the  river, 
and  Hill  continue  to  pay  adoration 
to  it  at  thefe  fources.  The  joy 
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which  he  felt  on  contemplating  an 
objeft  unknown  to  the  ancients, 
and  which,  as  he  conceived,  had 
been  hitherto  feen  by  no  European, 
was  great,  but  momentary  and 
tranfierit.  The  dangers  and  fuffer- 
ings  which  he  had  already  under¬ 
gone,  and  thofe  which  might  pro¬ 
bably  terminate,  in  the  moft  fatal 
manner,  this  romantic  journey,  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  his  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  quite  overwhelmed  him 
with  defpondency  and  for  row.” 
He  foon,  however,  recovered  from 
this  momentary  depreffion,  and 
fpent  five  days  at  Geefh,  which 
were  a  continual  feffival,  By  his 
generofity  he  fo  endeared  himfelf  to 
the  firnple  natives,  that  they  faw 
his  departure  with  regret. 

Having  aecomplifhed  the  great 
object  which  he  had  fo  long  had  at 
heart,  Mr.  Bruce  returned  to  Kof- 
cam,  where  he  found  Ozoro  Effher 
and  his  other  friends  at  court,  and 
was  informed  of  the  double  danger 
to  which  he  had  been  expofed  by  the 
murderous  defigns  of  the  Abba  Sa- 
lama.His  peril  was  not  yet  over.  The 
ufurper,  Socinios,  made  an  attempt 
to  murder  him,  but  was  fortunately 
foiled.  He,  however,  deftroyed 
or  carried  away  every  thing  of  va-r 
3ue  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Bruce,  at 
Gondar,  and  killed  one  of  the  fer- 
vants  with  his  own  hand. 

The  reign  of  this  affaffin  was  but 
of  fbort  duration.  The  king  and 
the  Ras  Michael  were  at  this  time 
on  their  way  to  Gondar  with  the 
army.  Before  his  vifit  to  the 
fources  of  the  Nile,  Mr.  Bruce  had 
received  information  of  their  in¬ 
tended  movement,  and  he  now  haf- 
tened  to  meet  them,  ‘f  The  king 
and  the  Ras  received  him  graci- 
oufly  ;  the  king,  calling  him  the 
arch  rebel  who  would  not  xccona- 


pany  him  to  Tigre,  offered  him  his 
hand  to  kifs,  with  many  marks  of 
condefcenfion  and  favour.” 

Nothing  was  now  thought  of 
but  vengeance  by  the  triumphant 
party.  tf  Innumerable  executions 
took  place  daily  for  many  weeks 
after  their  arrival.  Abba  Salama 
the  Acab  Saat,  Mr.  Bruce’s  enemy, 
and  hundreds  befides,  were  hanged 
in  the  public  fquare,  and  their  bo¬ 
dies  left  unburied  to  be  eaten  by 
the  dogs  and  the  hyenas.  Blood 
was  fpilt  like  water  till  the  middle 
of  the  following  month.  The 
courts  were  filled  with  carcafes, 
which  the  natives  neither  wilhed 
nor  dared  to  remove.  Mr.  Bruce 
fickened  at  the  horrible  fight,  and 
complained  of  it  to  the  young  king, 
who  treated  the  matte?  with  abfo, 
lute  indifference.” 

There  no  longer  exiffed  any 
thing  in  this  country  which  could 
induce  him  to  bear  with  its  barba, 
rifm  and  ferocity,  and  Mr,  Bruce, 
therefore,  became  anxious  to  quit 
it.  But  it  was  not  without  much 
difficulty,  and  the  exa&ion  of 
many  conditions  from  him,  that  the 
young  king  confented  to  allow  of 
his  departure.  But  before  he 
could  prepare  for  his  journey,  ano¬ 
ther  revolution  took  place.  The 
rebels,  more  powerful  than  ever, 
were  again  in  arms ;  the  king  and 
the  Ras  marched  againfl  them,  in 
the  beginning  of  May  1771  ;  and 
Mr.  Bruce,  as  commander  of  the 
houfehold  cavalry',  attended  the 
king.  After  a  bloody  but  indeci- 
five  battle,  between  the  hoftile  ar¬ 
mies,  in  which  Mr,  Bruce  bore  fo 
diftinguifhed  a  part,  that  he  was 
rewarded  with  a  mafly  gold  chain, 
and  a  fplendid  fuit  of  clothes,  the 
king’s  affairs  daily  grew  more  def- 
perate  ;  and  at  length  the  Ras  and 
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the  king  were  compelled  to  furren- 
der  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels.  The  R&s  was  kept  prifoner 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  the  king, 
though  not  formally  dethroned, 
was  left  without  even  a  fhadow 
of  authority.  Mr.  Bruce  refided 
at  Kofcam,  in  a  houfe  given  to  him 
by  the  dowager  queen,  and  during 
the  rainy  feafon  of  1771,  his  health 
exceedingly  declined.  ff  This, 
more  than  any  other  circumftance, 
induced  the  king  to  allow  him  to 
return  home,  and  even  to  write  in 
his  favour  to  the  king  of  Sennaar. 
The  affairs  of  Abyflinia  Teemed 
verging  to  a  revolution,  from 
which  Mr.  Bruce  was  defirpus  tq 
efcape.  He  therefore  killed  the 
ground  for  the  lalt  time  before  his 
unfortunate  benefactor,  for  whole 
welfare  he  had  a  fincere  regard, 
and  battened  to  Kofcam,  where  he 
took  formal  leave  of  his  other 
friends. 

Mr.  Bruce  began  his  homeward 
journey  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1771,  He  fpent  a  few  days  at 
Tcherkin,  where  he  unexpededly 
met  with  Ayto  Confu,  Ozoro  Ef- 
ther,  and  other  friends,  and  was 
gratified  with  the  diverfion  of 
hunting  the  elephant,  rhinoceros, 
and  buffalo,  ttayed  two  months  in 
his  government  of  Ras-el-Feel, 
and  then,  leaving  Abyflinia,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Teawa,  the  refidence  of 
Eedaile,  the  Shekh  of  Atbara,  a 
man  of  the  moft  bafe  and  fanguinary 
character. 

Fedaile  had  promifed  to  forward 
the  traveller  in  fafety  to  Sennaar, 
but  this  promife  he  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  performing.  Mr.  Bruce 
having  refufed  to  give  him  a  large 
fum  of  money,  the  Shekh  made  two 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  murder  him. 
In  ©ne  inttance.  he  employed  an 
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alfalfin.  In  the  other,  he  undertook 
the  office  himfelf,  and  drew  his 
fword  upon  Mr  Bruce,  whom  he 
was  prevented  from  killing  only  by 
the  appearance  of  a  large  pittol 
which  Mr.  Bruce  drew  from  be¬ 
neath  his  cloak.  At  length,  by  his 
own  prefence  ol  mind,  and  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  Shekh  of  Beyla, 
Mr.  Bruce  was  extricated  from  his 
difagreeable  fituatiorj.  He  quitted 
the  inhofpitable  territory  of  Teawa 
on  the  1  8th  of  April. 

Having  halted  a  few  days  at 
Beyla,  with  the  Shekh  of  that 
place,  who  received  him  in  the 
moil  friendly  manner,  he  reached 
Sennaar  on  the  eighth  of  May,  and* 
in  reaching  it,  had  new  perils  to 
encounter,  ['be  king,  Ifmael,  was 
a  being  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
Shekh  of  Teawa.  He  made  more 
than  one  effort  to  procure  the  af~ 
faflination  of  Mr.  Bruce,  and  failed 
only  from  the  want  of  courage  in 
thofe  whom  he  employed  Hap¬ 
pily  for  Mr  Bruce,  he  had  acquired 
the  friendfhip  of  the  Shekh.  Adelan, 
the  chief  minifter,  and,  in  fad,  the 
real  poilefTor  of  authority  in  Sen^ 
naar,  and  alfo  of  Ahmed,  governor 
of  the  houfehold,  to  whom  his  me¬ 
dical  fkill  had  been  of  much  bene¬ 
fit.  At  Sennaar,  however,  he  was 
compelled  to  wait  four  months, 
during  which  time  his  purfe  was 
reduced  fo  low,  that  he  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  felling  the  gold 
chain  which  had  been  given  to  him 
by  the  king  of  Abyflinia.  At  latt, 
having  proc  ured  camels  and  provi- 
fions,  he  and  his  companions  ftole 
out  of  Sennaar,  on  pretence  of  vifit- 
ing  Adelan's  camp  ;  but  inftead  of 
moving  in  that  diredion,  they 
pufhed  forward  to  Herbagi, 
Halfaia,  and  Chendi,  and  thence  to 
Gooz,  which  lies  on  the  edge  of 
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the  defert. 
hired  a  guide 
acrofs  the  tracklefs  wildernefs,  five 
hundred  miles  in  extent,  which  lay 
between  him  and  Egypt.  This 
fandy  defert  affords  little  water, 
and  no  fupply  of  provifions  :  is  in- 
fefted  by  the  Bifhareen  Arabs,  who 
murder  every  ftranger  whom  they 
can  find  ;  and  is  rendered  ftill  more 
dangerous  to  the  wanderer  by  the 
frequent  blafts  of  the  deadly  Si¬ 
moom,  which  blow  acrofs  its  burn¬ 
ing  expanfc.  It  is  a  curious  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  treachery  of  the 
king  of  Sennaar  faved  Mr.  Bruce 
from  perifhing  in  this  horrible 
fpot.  The  traveller  had  intended 
to  join  a  caravan  from  Sennaar  to 
Egypt,  under  the  care  of  Mahomet 
Towalh,  but  was  prevented  by  a 
ffratagem  of  the  king.  The  cara¬ 
van  was  attacked  by  the  Arabs  on 
the  Egyptian  frontier,  and  every 
perfon  was  flain. 

Mr.  Bruce’s  party,  on  quitting 
Gooz,  confifted  of  thirteen  or  four¬ 
teen  perfons,  only  eight  of  whom 
were  effective,  and  well  armed.  It 
departed  on  the  ninth  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  Veryfoon,  nothing. appeared 
around  but  “  rocks  and  burning 
fands,  the  latter  of  which  were 
feen,  at  times,  raifed  in  the  air  to  a 
great  height,  and,  being  illumi¬ 
nated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  ap¬ 
peared  like  pillars  of  fire.  The 
heat  and  thirlt,  excited  by  the  fun 
and  glowing  atmofphere,  were  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  effects 
oi  rhe  fimoorn,  or  poifenous  wind, 
which  is  produced  in  thefe  de- 
ferts;  and  which  fuffocales  every 
creature  who  has  not,  by  falling 
to  the  ground,  the  addrefs  to 
avoid  it.”  On  the  fixth  day, 
alter  IcavingGooz,  Mr.  Bruce  and 
his  party  fuffered  exceedingly  from 


a  blaft  of  this  wind,  near  a  well 
called  Chiggre. 

Having  efcaped  this  peril,  they 
were  fpeedily  expofed  to  another. 
A  Bilhereen  Arab  and  twro  wo¬ 
men,  made  an  attempt  to  fieai 
their  camels  in  the  night,  but 
were  luckily  detected.  Had  this 
attempt  been  fuccefsful,  Mr.  Bruce 
and  his  companions  muff  have  pe- 
rifhed  of  hunger.  This  happened 
at  Terfowey.  A  fhort  time  after 
their  departure  for  that  place,  they 
once  more  encountered  the  terrific 
fimoom,  and  one  of  their  camels 
died  of  hunger  and  fatigue.  “  As 
a  laft  refource,  in  cafe  of  famine, 
they  dried  and  prefer ved  fiices  of 
the  fieffi.  On  the  fecond  day  after 
they  had  left  Terfowey,  they  were 
again  involved  in  the  purple  haze 
oi  the  poifonous  wind.  Silence, 
and  a  defperate  indifference  about 
life,  were  the  immediate  effedfs  of 
this  occurrence,  their  camels  be* 
ing  quite  exhaufted.  Mr.  Bruce 
himfelf,  by  iar  the  moll  courageous 
of  the  company  in  every  part  of  the 
journey,  began  to  defpair,  and  to 
expert,  with  a  degree  of  refigna- 
tion,  a  fandy  grave.  Their  bread 
was  nearly  at  an  end,  and  their 
water,  though  occafionally  fuppli- 
ed  from  wells,  was  brackifh.  In 
this  diftrefsful  condition,  they  held 
out  four  da  vs  longer,  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
Mahomet  Towalh  and  his  followers 
fcattered  in  the  defert,  and  met 
with  a  party  of  Ababde  Arabs,  who 
gave  themfome  information  of  their 
exadl  diffance  from  Egypt.  On  the 
26th  of  September  they  reached 
Saffieha,  a  place,  as  they  were 
afterwards  informed,  about  forty 
miles  from  Syene.  Their  camels, 
overcome  with  hunger  and  fatigue, 
and  chilled  w  ith  t he exceffi v e  cold  of 
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At  Gooz  Mr.  Bruce 
to  conduct  him 
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that  night,  could  advance  no  fur¬ 
ther.  As  thediftance-  from  Syene 
was  unknown,  and  their  ftrength  fo 
far  reduced  as  to  be  fcarcely  fuffici- 
ent  for  travelling,  much  Id's  for 
carrying  water  and  provifions, 
death  appeared  inevitable.  The 
lofs  of  all  his  drawings,  journals, 
and  indeed  of  every  memorandum 
of  his  travels,  was  an  affliction,  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  excludes  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  describing  Mr.  Bruce’s  feel¬ 
ings  in  thefe  moments  of  compli¬ 
cated  diftrefs.  Having  loaded 
themfelves  with  the  fcanty  remains 
of  their  black  bread  and  impure 
water,  moft  of  which  they  were 
obliged  to  take  from  the  ftomachs 
of  their  camels,  they  made  a  laid 
effort  to  fave  their  lives.  In  the 
evening  of  the  fecond  day  after 
leaving  Saffieha,  Mr.  Bruce  being 
parted  from  his  company,  for  the 
purpofe  of  viewing  the  ground  to 
the  weftward  of  a  fmall  eminence, 
then  in  light,  heard  the  found  of 
the  Nile,  and  judged  that  they 
were  near  it,  by  the  flight  of  the 
river  birds.  On  returning  to  his 
companions,  he  communicated  to 
them  his  difeovery,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  guide,  and  in- 
Handy  followed  by  loud  acclama¬ 
tions  of  joy.  They  arrived  early 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  following 
day  at  a  grove  of  palm  trees  to  the 
north  ol  Syene."  Twenty  davs 
had  been  fpent  in  eroding  the  de- 
fert.  Worn  down,  both  in  body 
mind,  by  the  pain,  fatigue,  and 
misfortunes  which  he  had  under¬ 
gone,  Mr.  Bruce  was  near  a  fort¬ 
night  before  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  continue  his  journey  from  Syene. 
His  feet  were  fo  difabled  that  he 
could  not  Hand  or  walk  for  fome 
time.  At  Syene,  however,  he  was 
treated  with  great  kindnefs  by  the 
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Aga,  who  fupplied  him  with  mo¬ 
ney  and  neceffaries.  Fortunately 
his  baggage  was  found  in  the  de- 
fert,  untouched  and  entire. 

Mr.  Bruce  arrived  at  Cairo  on 
the  ioth  of  January  1773,  and  took 
up  his  lodging  in  the  convent  of  St. 
George.  Ali  Key  had  been  driven 
from  the  throne  by  his  fon  in  law 
Mahomet  Bey  Ahoudahab,  who, 
hearing  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  arrival, 
immediately  fent  a  party  of  foldiers 
to  bring  him  to  the  palace.  De¬ 
ceived  by  the  mean  drefs  and  ne¬ 
glected  appearance  of  the  traveller, 
the  guards  hurried  him  along:  as  if 
he  had  been  a  felon.  Mahomet, 
however,  when  he  learned  his  rank, 
behaved  to  him  in  the  kindelt 
manner,  and  alked  with  great 
complacency  what  he  fhould  do 
for  him.  With  a  truly  noble  fpirit, 
Mr.  Bruce,  inflead  of  alking  any 
favour  for  himfelf,  requefted  that 
the  Bey  would  give  permiffion  to 
the  Englifn  to  trade  to  Suez.  The 
requeft  was  readily  granted,  and  a 
firman  or  government  order  was 
made  out,  which  Mr.  Bruce  tranf- 
mitted  to  India,  with  a  letter  to 
the  merchants  who  were  concerned 
in  the  trade  of  the  Red  Sea. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  Mr. 
Bruce  reached  Alexandria,  and, 
after  a  fhort  flay,  failed  for  Mar- 
feilles,  in  a  veffel  belonging  to  that 
city.  The  voyage  lafted  three 
weeks,  and  the  weather  was  fo 
fiorrny,  that  they  were  nearly 
fhipwrecked  onthecoaft  cf  Africa. 
Such  was  the  brute  fuperfiition  of 
the  crew,  that,  while  the  peril 
laired,  they  were  on  the  point  of 
throwing  the  traveller’s  baggage 
overboard,  and  thus  robbing  him 
of  the  fruits  of  ten  years  of  fuffer- 
ing  and  toil.  His  health,  too, 
was  exceedingly  bad,  as  his  coniti- 
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tution  was  much  fhattered  by  the 
fatigue  of  eroding  the  defert,  and 
he  had  alfo  the  difeafe  called  the 
guinea  worm,  which  wholly  difabled 
him  from  walking,  and  endangered 
his  life. 

On  his  landing  in  France  Mr. 
Bruce  was  greeted  with  enthuftafm. 
The  Count  de  Buffon,  Mr.  Guys, 
and  many  others,  haftened  to  con¬ 
gratulate  him  on  his  return.  In 
the  fouth  of  France  lie  continued 
till  his  health  was  fomewhat  ref- 
torerl,  and  he  then  fet  out  for  Paris 
with  the  Count  de  Buffon.  In  the 
French  capital  his  reception  was  of 
the  moil  flattering  kind,  and  he 
tedified  his  gratitude  by  a  prefent 
of  the  feeds  of  rare  plants  to  the 
king’s  garden,  and  a  copy  of  the 
prophecies  of  Enoch  to  the  Royal 
library.  About  the  end  of  July 
he  departed  for  Italy,  in  order  to 
re-eftablilh  his  health.  This  ob¬ 
ject  he  ,accomplifhed,  after  a  flay 
of  two  months  at  the  baths  of 
Poretta,  and  a  reiidence  of  fome 
time  at  Bologna.  He  vifited  Rome, 
but  it  was  not  art  nor  fcience  which 
drew  him  there.  He  went  to  de. 
inand  reparation  from  a  rival,  who, 
as  he  had  imagined,  had  difhonour- 
ab!y  ftolen  the  affedlions  of  a  lady 
who  was  engaged  to  Mr.  Bruce. 
His  rival,  however,  gave  a  fatif- 
iadory  explanation,  which  pre¬ 
vented  Mr.  Bruce  from  proceeding 
to  extremities.  From  ihe  Roman 
nobility  he  received  particular 
marks  of  attention,  and  from  the 
Pope,  the  enlightened  Ganganelli, 
a  feries  of  gold  medals  relating  to 
feveral  tranfadfions  of  his  ponti¬ 
ficate. 

To  Paris  he  returned  in  the  fpring 
of  1774,  dwelt  there  till  June,  and 
then  once  more  fet  foot  on  the 
Britifh  (hore,  from  which  he  had 


been  abfent  twelve  years.  The 
drawings  which  Mr.  Bruce  had 
made  of  Balbec,  Palmyra,  and  the 
African  cities,  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  accept  of,  for  his  own 
colledlion.  By  all  literary  and 
liberal-minded  men  his  labours  were 
regarded  with  admiration,  bur 
eveti  already,  envy  and  malignity 
were  bufy  in  labouring  to  depre¬ 
ciate  his  merits.  In  the  beginning 
of  Autumn,  after  having  (laid  fome 
months  in  London,  he  proceeded 
to  Scotland,  where  he  was,  of 
courfe,  exultingly  hailed  by  his 
fellow  countrymen.  It  being  his 
intention  to  fettle  in  Scotland,  he 
rebuilt  his  houfe,  and  began  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  affairs  of  his  eftate, 
which  had  gone  into  diforder  during 
his  abfence.  His  attention  was 
now  drawn  off  from  literature,  by 
a  number  of  law.fuits  in  which  he 
was  involved,  and  alfo  by  an  event 
of  a  more  pleafing  kind.  This 
event  was  his  marriage  with  Mary, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Dundas 
of  Fingafk,  Efq.  a  woman  fo  ami¬ 
able  and  accomplifhed  that  her 
name  is  Fill  revered  in  the  county 
in  which  (he  lived. 

In  the  bofom  of  his  family,  for 
he  had  three  children,  Mr.  Bruce 
was  fo  entirely  happy,  that  he  had 
little  inclination  to  engage  in  lite¬ 
rary  toils.  That  happinefs  was, 
however,  at  length,  interrupted. 
In  the  winter  of  i  784,  Mrs.  Bruce  s 
health,  always  delicate,  began  ra¬ 
pidly  to  decline,  and,  in  the  fpring 
of  1784,  (he  expired,  leaving  her 
afHi&ed  hufband  to  fadnefs,  and  to 
what  may  be  truly  called  folitude. 

It  is  to  this  event  that  the  public 
is  perhaps  indebted  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  his  travels.  His  friends 
exhorted  him  to  divert  his  forrow 
by  writing  the  narrative  of  his 
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Jong  and  dangerous  journey,  and 
he  complied  with  their  willies. 

4<  Part  of  the  firit  Iketches  were 
written  with  his  own  hand,  and 
part  di&ated  to  his  clerk,  which 
lafl  was  his  ufual  method  of  com- 
pofing.”  The  work  was  publilhed 
in  1790,  and  was  univeifally  read 
and  commended  by  perfons  of  the 
ftrft  literary  reputation.  There 
were,  however,  not  wanting  cavil¬ 
lers,  who  attacked  the  author  with 
a  virulence  which  was  probably 
not  infpired  by  the  love  of  truth 
alone.  To  fuch  enemies  the 
haughty  fpirit  of  Bruce  difdained 
to  reply. 

The  remainder  of  Mr.  Bruce’s 
life  was  palled  in  retirement,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  applied,  at  intervals, 
to  lludy,  and  at  the  requeft  of 
feme  perfons  eminent  in  the  church, 
amufed  himfeif  with  comparing 
part  of  the  Ethiopic  tranflation  of 
the  Bible  with  the  original  lan¬ 
guages.  He  alfo  began  to  make 
arrangements  for  reprinting  his 
travels,  which  it  was  his  intention 
to  give  to  the  public  in  an  oftavo 
form. 

But  the  moment  was  now  at 
hand  which  was  to  bring  to  a  pe¬ 
riod  his  earthly  labours.  On  the 
twenty-fixth  of  .April  1794,  he 
accidentally  flipped  down  fix  or 
fever.  Hairs,  in  his  houfe,  at  Kin- 
naird,  and  though  no  outward 
bruife  of  any  confequence  was  vi- 
fible,  he  was  taken  up  infenfible. 
Medical  alfi dance  was  procured, 
and  momentary  fymptoms  of  reco¬ 
very  appeared,  but  they  fpeedily 
vanifhed,  and  he  expired  early  on 
the  following  morning.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  depofited  in  the  church¬ 
yard  of  Larbert,  in  the  tomb  which 
he  had  erefted  to  the  memory  of 
his  wife  and  child.  Such  was  the 


end  of  James  Bruce,  a  man  who  has 
feldom,  if  ever,  been  excelled  for 
that  undaunted  courage  and  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind,  and  thofe  popular 
talents  and  accomplilhments,  which 
are  the  belt  palTport  to  a  traveller 
in  an  uncivilized  country.  Had 
Bruce  been  a  timid  or  commonly - 
gifted  individual,  his  travels  would 

O  3 

have  been  brought  to  an  abrupt 
clofe  at  a  very  early  period. 

The  Appendix  to  Mr.  Murray’s 
volume  contains  many  valuable 
papers,  ffom  forne  of  which  we  have 
given  extracts,  in  the  mifcellaneous 
part  of  our  work. 


A  Voyage  to  the  Demerary ,  contain - 
ing  a  Statijiical  Account  of  the 
Settlements  there ,  and  of  thofe  on 
the  EJfequiboy  the  Berbice ,  and 
other  contiguous  Risers  of  Guyana . 
By  Henry  Boling  broke,  Efj.  4 to . 

At  the  period  when  this  volume 
was  written,  the  colonies  of  which 
it  treats,  though  Britilh  by  right 
ofconquefl,  were  not  yet  perma¬ 
nently  annexed,  by  a  formal  ceflion, 
to  the  Britifn  empire.  They  have 
fmee  been  relinquished  to  us  by  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands;  and  as 
their  growing  profperity  promifes 
to  rank  them,  in  time,  among  the 
molt  valuable  of  our  colonial  pof- 
feffions,  Mr.  Bolingbroke’s  book, 
which  gives  the  lateft  and  moll 
copious  account  of  them,  is  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 

He  who  thinks  that  colonies  are 
a  benefit  fhould  praife  that  impulfe, 
fometimes  purely  loco-motive, more 
often  communicated  by  a  love  of 
gain,  which  impels  men  to  quit 
their  native  country  for  new  lands. 
Mr.  Bolingbroke  does  fo.  At  the 
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outfet  of  his  firft  chapter  he  en¬ 
larges  on  the  merit  of  emigration. 
“  Emigration/’  fays  he,  “pught 
to  be  claffed  among  the  merits  of  a 
citizen.  The  little  void  an  ab- 
fen  tee  leaves  is  prefen  tly  filled. 
By  withdrawing  from  the  compe¬ 
tition  for  employment  at  home,  he 
favours  an  increafe  in  the  recom- 
pence  of  indufiry.  Whether  he 
fails,  and  dies  abroad  ;  or  thrives, 
and  returns  with  a  fortune  ;  he  has 
helped  to  keep  in  motion  the  great 
wheel  of  commercial  circulation® 
Ble  who  quits  his  country,  does  not 
forfake  it ;  he  only  choofes  a  dif¬ 
ferent  poll:  of  activity  in  its  behalf. 
He  affifts  in  extending  to  a  difiance 
the  imitation  of  its  manners,  the 
confumption  of  its  handywork, 
the  advantage  of  its  intercourfe, 
the  popularity  of  its  literature  and 
law/* 

There  is  found  fenfe  in  thefe 
obfervations,  and  they  give  a 
pledge  for  the  difcrimination  and 
accuracy  of  his  fubfequent  remarks. 
At  the  very  outfet,  indeed,  he 
proves  himfelf  not  to  be  an  unre- 
fleding  traveller.  The  mention 
of  the  ifiand  of  Madeira  fuggefts 
to  him  the  idea  of  introducing  into 
the  Weft  Indies  new  objeds  of 
culture.  “Why,”  fays  he,  “Ihould 
the  fort  of  grapes  which  thrive  in 
this  ifiand  not  be  capable  of  culture 
in  fome  of  the  Rritifh  illands  ;  on 
the  mountains  of  Trinidad,  for  in¬ 
fiance.  Our  people  could  learn, 
as  well  as  the  Portuguefe,  to  fer¬ 
ment  the  mull  in  cellars,  and  to 
throw  in  quick  lime,  when  any 
tendency  to  acetous  fermentation  is 
perceived.  The  government  ought 
to  lower  the  duty  on  wines  im¬ 
ported  from  the  Cape  and  from 
Trinidad,  fo  as  to  confer  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  the  Brit'tlli  market  on 


the  wine  makers,  who  might  arife 
in  our  own  colonies.  The  olive 
could  in  like  manner  probably  be 
cultivated  in  the  hilly  parts  of 
Jamaica,  and  elfewhere.  Our  laws 
have  not  enough  reciprocity  :  the 
colonies  muft  buy  no  where  but  in 
Great  Britain;  while  Great  Britain 
gives  no  correfponding  preference 
to  her  colonies.  Now  that  the 
Gallipoli  oils  grow  in  the  French 
territory,  there  is  fome  chance, 
perhaps,  that  an  attempt  may  be 
made  to  fupply  our  woollen  manu- 
fadories  from  provinces  of  our  own. 
Recruiting-  in  the  Mediterranean 
for  the  garrifons  in  the  Weft  Indies 
has  been  fuggefted  ;  it  might  indi- 
redly  improve  their  agriculture, 
by  introducing  fome  peafants  ac- 
cuftomed  to  grow  oil,  wine,  rice, 
and  filk.”  Though  fome  of  thefe 
ideas  are  erroneous,  there  are  fome 
of  them  which  are  worthy  of  notice. 
To  the  navigation  laws  Mr.  Bo- 
lingbroke  is  a  determined  enemy, 
and  for  his  hoftili ty  to  them  he 
aftigns  reafons  which  are  at  leaft 
plaufible. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  turn  from 
the  fpeculations  in  which  Mr.  Bo- 
lingbroke  occafionally  indulges, 
and  colled  together  fome  of  the 
various  information  which  he  gives. 
The  colonies  which  are  thefubjed 
of  his  volume,  and  which,  colled- 
ively,  may  now  bear  the  name  of 
Britifh  Guiana,  are  Berbice,  De- 
merara,  and  its  dependence,  Effe- 
quibo.  They  extend  along  the 
coaft  of  the  Atlantic,  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  miles  in  a  ftraight 
line.  Their  breadth  is  perhaps 
twice  as  much.  The  Courantin 
feparates  Berbice  from  Surinam  ; 
the  little  river  Moroko  is  the 
boundary  between  Kffequibo  and 
the  Spanifh  territory.  For  a  con- 
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fiderable  diftance  into  the  interior 
the  land  is  fo  level  that  there  is 
fcarceiy  an  eminence  to  be  feen  of 
the  fize  of  a  mole-hill.  The  foil 
is  mud  and  clay,  evidently  formed 
by  fubfidence  from  water,  and  the 
fame  procefs  is  ft  ill  going  on,  along 
the  coal!  ;  the  fea  there  being  turbid 
and  (hallow.  The  chief  rivers  are 
the  Eflequibo,  the  Demerara,  the 
Courantin,  the  Berbice,  the  Canje, 
and  the  Pomaroon.  Of  thefe  all 
are  navigable  ;  but  the  Eflequibo, 
which  runs  a  courfe  of  four  hundred 
miles,  is  by  far  the  larged. 

The  climate,  in  point  of  healthi- 
nefs,  is  far  fuperior  to  that  of  mod 
tropical  countries,  an  advantage 
for  which  it  is  probably  indebted 
to  the  cooling  influence  of  the  trade 
wind,  and  alfo  to  the  fea  and  land 
breezes  which  regularly  blow,  each 
day,  at  morning  and  night,  and 
prevent  any  abrupt  variation  of 
temperature  from  taking  place. 
Hurricanes  are  net  known  in  thefe 
colonies.  The  feafons  are  divided 
into  the  wet  and  the  dry,  and  there 
are  two  of  each,  the  wet  feafons 
occupying  a  part  of  December, 
and  the  whole  of  the  months  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  February,  June,  July,  and 
Auguft. 

The  principal  exports  of  thefe 
colonies  are  cotton,  fugar,  coffee, 
and  rum,  the  latter  of  which  is 
much  fought  after  in  the  American 
market.  Timber  for  building 
fhips,  mill  timber,  for  the  ere&ion 
of  fugar  works,  various  kinds  of 
ornamental  woods,  and  a  profuflon 
of  (hingles,  hoops,  and  (laves,  may 
be  procured  from  the  foreffs.  Rice 
may  be  cultivated  with  great  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  extenflve  Savannahs 
are  well  calculated  for  the  fattening 
of  oxen,  of  which,  and  likewife  of 
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flieep,  goats,  and  fw ine,  the  num¬ 
bers  are  abundant. 

Berbice,  Eflequibo,  and  Deme¬ 
rara,  were  fettled  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  here  enumerated  ; 
Berbice  having  been  firff  fettled 
about  the  year  1620.  For  many 
years,  however,  they  were  of  little 
confequence.  But  by  1774,  De¬ 
merara,  which,  till  then,  had  been 
only  a  dependence  on  Eflequibo, 
had  got  fo  much  the  ftart  of  the 
parent  colony,  that  the  feat  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  removed  thither  from 
Eflequibo,  and  Stabrcek  was  found¬ 
ed,  as  the  capital.  Berbice  was 
fhaken  to  its  centre  in  17 63  by  a 
rebellion  of  the  (laves,  which  was 
at  firff  fuccefsful,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  extending  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  fettlements.  The  revolt- 
ers,  however,  were  at  Iaff  fubdued, 
and  thofe  who  were  taken  were 
puniffied  in  the  mod  barbarous 
manner.  Six  years  after  this,  the 
woods  on  the  coaft  were  fet  on  fire, 
and  the  conflagration  extended  it- 
felf  along  the  coaff  from  the  Couran¬ 
tin  to  the  Demerara,  deftroying  in 
its  progrefs  many  rich  plantations. 
A  fmall  Britifh  force  fubdued  thefe 
colonies  in  1781,  but  they  were 
fhortly  after  retaken  by  the  French, 
who  reftored  them  to  the  Dutch. 
They  were  again  conquered  by  our 
arms  in  1796  and  1803,  and  the 
pofleflion  of  them  was  fecured  to  us 
by  a  convention,  figned  at  London, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft,  1814. 

Of  the  town  of  Stabroek,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  Demerara,  Mr.  Bolingbroke’s 
defeription  has  been  given  in  the 
mifcellaneous  part  of  this  volume. 
The  capital  of  Berbice  is  New 
Amfterdarn,  which  was  founded  in 
1795,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Canje  with  the  Berbice.  It  is  now 
•kies.  *  3  C  of 
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of  confulerable  magnitude.  The 
former  capital  of  this  colony  was 
Zealandica,  or  Old  Amflerdam, 
which  was  built,  about  fifty  miles 
up  the  river,  by  the  firft  fettlers. 
The  difficulty  of  navigating  a 
crooked  river,  ft  lidded  with  nu¬ 
merous  fhoals,  was  the  reafon  for 
removing  the  feat  of  government 
and  commerce  to  the  town  of  New 
Amfterdam. 

“  The  plantations  along,  the 
river,  as  well  as  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  colonies,  were  furveyed  and 
laid  out  in  grants,  or  allotments, 
of  five  hundred  acres,  by  the  Dutch 
Weft  India  Company.  They  are 
of  an  oblong  form,  the  frontage 
being  one  hundred  roods,  and  the 
depth  feven  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
with  a  conditional  grant  of  as  much 
more  behind  the  firft,  when  two- 
thirds  of  that  fhould  be  cultivated. 
All  the  eftates  on  the  river  are  now 
entitled  to  this,  and  many  of  them 
have  already  carried  their  cultiva¬ 
tion  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred 
roods  from  the  banks  of  the  river 
in  a  ftraight  line  with  the  extended 
fides  of  the  front  dam,  or  ditch, 
thrown  up  to  prevent  the  water  in 
fpring  tides  from  inundating  the 
land.  Two  fide  dams  are  like  wife 
thrown  up,  and  extend  as  far  as  the 
cultivation,  where  they  join  a  back 
dam  :  fo  that  an  eftate  is  a  com¬ 
plete  illand  within  itfelf,  and  dam¬ 
med  on  all  fides.  Every  plantation 
is,  therefore,  obliged  to  have  a 
bridge  on  each  fide,  to  permit  the 
traveller  to  crofs  thefe  trenches  and 
canals,  in  the  profecution  of  his 
journey.  Like  public  roads,  thefe 
bridges  are  obliged  to  be  kept  in 
repair,  and  according  to  an  aCl  of 
the  court  of  police,  to  be  painted 
white,  that  they  may  be  feen  with 


more  facility  in  a  dark  nights 
The  eftates  on  the  river,  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  had  greatly  increafed  and 
extended  themfelves  fince  1796,  as 
well  as  thofe  on  the  coaft  ;  and 
where  there  was  one  fugar  planta¬ 
tion  then,  there  were  five  now. 
Three  fine  new  canals  are  already 
dug,  and  carried  twenty-five  miles 
into  the  interior,  and,  as  the  water 
carriage  extends,  frefh  lands  are 
getting  into  cultivation,  in  coffee, 
fugar,  and  plantains.**  In  fad-, 
thanks  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Britifh  fettlers,  who  firft  fettled 
the  flat  land  on  the  fea  fhore, 
nearly,  if  not  the  whole  line  of  fea 
coaft,  is  now  in  a  cultivated  ftate. 

How  juitice  is  adminiftered,  and 
what  is  the  military  conftitution  of 
the  colony,  may  be  feen  under  the 
head  of  Characters,  in  another 
part  of  our  volume.  The  form  of 
the  adminiftrative  government  is 
thus  deferibed  by  Mr.  Boling- 
broke.  “  The  laws  in  force  in  the 
Dutch  colonies  were  moulded  on 
the  Roman  or  civil  code,  tempered 
and  reviled  as  the  refpeCtive  go¬ 
vernors  and  council  thought  fit, 
guided  by  local  circumftances  and 
experience.  The  burghers,  or  in¬ 
habitants,  have  the  chief  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  adminiftrators  of  juf- 
tice,  through  the  body  of  keizers, 
who  are  their  reprefentatives,  and 
are  regularly  elected  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  by  the  planters  and  merchants. 
All  thofe  poffeffing  twenty-five 
negroes  are  entitled  to  a  vote. 
There  is  no  diffolution  whatever 
of  this  body,  but  as  fail  as  the 
members  drop  off,  either  by  death 
or  abfence,  notice  is  iffued  by  the 
governor  for  electing  others  in  their 
Head.  This  is  done  by  fealed 
notes  containing  the  votes,  which 
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are  left  at  one  of  the  public  offices. 
The  whole  number  of  keizers  con- 
fifls  of  only  fix  for  each  colony  ; 
and  when  any  vacancy  takes  place, 
the  Englifh  party,  being  the  ftrong- 
eft,  ufe  their  influence  in  electing 
one  of  themfelves,  to  maintain 
their  majority  in  the  college,  as  it 
is  termed.  A  knowledge  of  the 
Dutch  language  is  not  neceffary  to 
obtain  a  feat  in  it.  The  governor 
is  prefident  of  this  body,  with  the 
privilege  of  a  cafting  vote.  The 
province  of  the  college  not  only 
extends  to  the  appointment  of  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  courts  of  police  and 
juftice;  but  to  the  financial  de¬ 
partment  of  the  colony,  fo  far  as 
regards  the  proper  diftribution  of 
taxes  raifed  for  the  internal  im¬ 
provements.  It  is  fimilar  in  fome 
degree  to  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons.” 

f<  A  court  of  juftice,  which 
confifts  of  fix  members  and  the  go¬ 
vernor,  fits  every  other  month  at 
the  court  houfe,  and  decides  on  all 
caufes  laid  before  them,  according 
to  the  evidence  produced.  The 
ability  of  council  on  either  fide, 
has  too  frequently  an  opportunity 
of  biaffing  the  opinion  of  the  court ; 
from  the  members  not  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  regular  judicial  courfe  of 
education,  they  are  fometimes  fa¬ 
tally  deceived  by  defigning  arti¬ 
fices  and  quibbles  in  law,  which, 
by  litigious  characters,  are  con- 
fidered  as  good  polls  of  defence, 
or  a  fair  channel  for  offenfive  ope¬ 
rations.  From  the  fentence  of 
this  court,  there  is,  however,  for¬ 
tunately,  an  appeal  to  the  mother 
country,  either  to  their  high  might- 
inelfes  in  Holland,  or  to  the  king 
in  council  in  England,  to  whichever 
fovereignty  the  colony  happens  to 
owe  its  obedience. 
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There  is  likewife  a  court,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  members,  which 
meets  every  month  to  decide  on 
debts  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds, 
and  to  grant  licences  to  marry— 
for  in  this  country  no  marriage  is 
held  to  be  valid  which  has  not 
been  advertized  in  the  gazette,  and 
obtained  the  fanCtion  of  the  corn- 
mi  ffary  court,  of  which  court  the 
fees,  be  it  obferved,  are  enor¬ 
mous. 

i(  No  perfons  are  of  age,  or 
confidered  capable  of  aCting  for 
themfelves,  until  they  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  ;  at  which 
time  they  are  authorized  to  take 
ppfieffion  of  any  eftate,  or  legacy, 
left  them.  The  laws  do  not  admit 
of  a  partial  divifion  of  property 
from  parents  to  children,  but  an 
equal  diftribution  is  made  among 
the  whole- — the  younger  claims 
with  the  elder  an  equal  portion. 
The  weelkamer’s  office,  or  orphan 
chamber,  adminifters  the  affairs  of 
orphans,  and  of  thofe  perfons  who 
die  inteftate.  The  appointment  to 
this  office  is  a  valuable  one.’* 

For  the  Have  trade  Mr.  Boling- 
broke  is  an  earneft  advocate.  He 
calls  it  indeed  “a.  univerfal  bene¬ 
fit, ’’  and  talks,  with  a  flippancy 
which  is  highly  amuflng,  of  <s  me- 
taphyfical  politicians”  and  ((  vain 
authors”  having  <f  goaded  the 
Englifh  people  into  petitioning 
their  legillature  for  an  abolition  of 
the  flave  traded9  There  was  a 
time  when  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  expofe  his  fophiftry  and 
his  petulance,  but,  fortunately  for 
humanity,  that  time  is  paft.  The 
queftion  is  now  for  ever  at  reft, 
and  we  will  not  quarrel  with  the 
dead.  It  is,  however,  but  juftice 
to  fay  that  Mr.  Bolingbroke  does 
by  no  means  appear  to  be  difpofed 
3  C  2  to 
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to  cruelty.  He  is  only  a  proof  of 
the  empire  which  fituation  and  cir- 
cumilances  acquire  over  the  minds 
of  rn  ^ft  men. 

The  Indians  of  that  part  of 
Guaina  which  is  described  by  Mr. 
Bolingbroke  are  the  Caribbees,  the 
Accawaws,  the  Worrows  and  the 
Arrowauks.  He  has  delineated 
their  perfons,  manners,  and  cuiioms 
with  confiderable  Ikill.  The  Car- 
ribces  are  the  mod  numerous,  in- 
duftrious,  and  warlike  of  all  the 
Indians  of  Guiana.  They  are  well 
made,  of  the  middle  ftature,  and  of 
a  light  complexion,  compared  with 
other  tribes  ;  their  features  are 
agreeable,  their  countenance  is  re¬ 
markably  fprightly,  and  their  hair, 
like  that  of  all  the  tribes,  is  long, 
flraight,  and  black.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  occafionally  devour 
the  enemies  whom  they  have  flain 
in  battle.  The  Worrows  are  above 
the  middle  fize,  with  large  dis¬ 
agreeable  features,  and  fkins  much 
darker  than  the  flcins  of  the  Carib* 
bees.  They  are  a  quiet,  patient, 
contented  people,  but  dirty,  fear¬ 
ful,  and  indolent.  The  Accawaws 
are  above  the  middle  fize,  have 
lighter  complexions,  and  more 
agreeable  features  than  the  Wor¬ 
rows,  are  grave  in  their  manners, 
unufually  cunning  in  their  charac¬ 
ters,  and  are  much  dreaded,  becaufe 
of  their  practice  of  poifoning  thofe 
by  whom  they  conceive  themfelves 
to  have  been  injured.  The  Arro¬ 
wauks  appear  to  be  the  handibmeft 
ot  all  the  tribes.  (s  They  are  of 
the  middle  fize,  well  made,  and  of 
a  lighter  colour  than  the  three  for¬ 
mer  tribes.  Their  features  are  re¬ 
gular,  their  reeth  very  white,  their 
eyes  bla-.k  and  piercing,  and  the 
whole  cxpreffion  of  the  face  is  very 
agreeable.  The  prominent  fea¬ 


tures  of  their  character  are  vivacity., 
friendfnip,  and  timidity. ” 

Among  thofe  things  which  are 

O  e> 

common  to  all  the  tribes,  there  is 
nothing  more  curious  than  the  feait 
of  the  dead,  or  the  feaft  of  fouls,  a 
lingular  feftival  which  is  probably 
a  remnant  of  Mexican  fu  peril  it  ion, 
it  being  more  or  lefs  in  ufe  among 
all  the  American  favages  bordering 
on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico;  on  the 
Miffiffipi  as  well  as  on  the  Orinoco. 

A. 

This  circumftance  .undoubtedly 
proves  the  common  origin  of  all 
the  tribes. 

((  The  day  for  this  ceremony  is 
appointed  in  the  council  of  their 
chiefs,  who  give  orders  for  every 
thing,  which  may  enable  them  to 
celebrate  it  with  pomp  and  magni¬ 
ficence.  rfhe  riches  of  the  nation 
are  exhaufted  on  this  occafion,  and 
all  their  ingenuity  is  difplayed^ 
The  neighbouring  people  are  in¬ 
vited  to  partake  of  the  feaff,  and  t© 
be  witneffes  of  the  folemni ty.  At 
this  time,  all  who  have  died  fines 
the  laft  folemn  feaff  of  that  kind* 
are  taken  out  of  their  graves. 
Thofe  who  have  been  interred  at 
the  o-reateft  diffance  from  the  vil- 

O 

lages  are  diligently  fought  for,  and 
brought  to  this  great  rendezvous 
of  carcafes.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
conceive  the  horror  of  this  general 
dumterment.  Some  appear  dry 
and  withered  ;  others  have  a  fort  of 
parchment  on  their  bones  ;  fome 
look  as  if  they  were  baked  and 
fmoked,  without  any  appearance  of 
rottennefs  ;  fome  are  juft  turning 
towards  the  point  of  putrefaction  ; 
whilft  others  are  all  fwarming  with 
worms,  and  drowned  in  corruption. 

I  know  not  which  ought  to  ftrike 
us  mod,  the  horror  of  fo  Shocking 
a  fight,,  or  the  tender  piety  and 
affection  of  jhefe  poor  people  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  their  departed  friends ;  for 
nothing  deferves  our  admiration 
more,  than  that  eager  diligence  and 
attention  with  which  they  dif- 
charge  this  melancholy  duty  of 
their  tendernefs ;  gathering  up  care¬ 
fully  even  the  fm  a  lie  ft  bones  •, 
handling  the  carcafes,  difguftful  as 
they  are,  with  every  thing  loath- 
fome  ;  clean fing  them  from  the 
worms,  and  carrying  them  upon 
their  fhoulders  through  tirefoine 
journies  of  feveral  days,  without 
being  difeouraged  by  their  infup- 
portable  ftench,  and  without  fuifer- 
ing  any  other  emotions  to  arife, 
than  thofe  of  regret,  for  having 
loft  perfons  who  were  fo  dear  ro 
them  in  their  lives,  and  fo  lament¬ 
ed  in  their  death.  A  pompous  re¬ 
interment  is  given  to  the  dead  ;  and 
games  of  all  kinds  are  celebrated, 
in  the  fpirit  of  thofe  which  the  an. 
cient  Greeks  and  Romans  cele¬ 
brated  upon  fimilar  occaftonsT’ 
Laws  and  magiftrates  there  are 
none  among  thefe  Indians.  Family 
love  is  univerfal  among  them,  and 
the  f riendfhips  which  they  form  are 
of  the  ftrongeft  kind.  Polygamy  is 
allowed,  but  a  fecond  wife  is  never 
taken  until  thefirft  is  become  ugly 
and  old.  Whether  his  wife  be  a 
virgin  the  Indian  cares  not ;  but 
he  expefts  her  to  be  faithful  after 
marriage,  and  flic  ufually  is  fo. 
The  female  fuffers  little  in  child¬ 
birth  ;  a  fufficient  proof  of  which 
is,  that,  as  foon  as  the  labour  is 
over,  the  mother  and  child  are 
plunged  into  water,  and  fhedireTtly 
returns  to  her  ufual  occupations. 
Of  the  children  little  care  is  taken 
during  their  childhood.  All  the 
Indians  are  indolent,  and  fpend  a 
great  part  of  their  time  in  their 
hammocks.  When  the  men  are 
scrupled  it  n.  chiefly  in  hunting 


and  fifhing;  agriculture  and  thedo- 
meftic  concerns  being;  left  to  the 
wives.  One  of  the 'g  reate  ft  plea- 
lures  of  an  Indian  is  to  lie  in  his 
hammock,  firit  picking  the  hairs 
out  of  his  beard,  and  then  adm  ring 
himfelf  in  a  looking  ghfs  Their 
powers  of  calculate  m  are  very  ]i„ 
mited;  time,  beyond  ten, or  twelve 
moons,  they  cannot  exprefs,  nor 
can  they  cnumeiare  any  objects 
beyond  the  number  of  a  hundred. 
They  believe  in  one  God,  who  is 
the  author  of  all  good,  and  in  a 
race  of  malevolent,  beings.  Inferior 
to  him  in  power,  called  yovva- 
hoos,  whom  they  believe  to 
be  i he  caufe  of  all  the  evils  which 
a  ft]  i  <51  them.  To  the  Deity  they 
never  pray  ;  bur,  when  any  mis¬ 
fortune  happens  to  them,  they  fup- 
plicate  the  yowahoos,  through  the 
intervention  of  a  prieft  or  peii,  of 
which  clafs  of  men  each  family  has 
one,  who  adds  both  as  prieft  and 
phyfician,  and  u  ho  is  believed  to 
have  fuch  influence  over  the  minds 
of  demons  as  to  induce  them  to 
avert  evils  from  fome,  and  fhower 
them  down  upon  others.  Theeldeft 
fon  has  always  the  office  o^  peii, 
and  he,  no  doubt,  contrives  to 
make  it  ufeful  to  himfelf. 

The  animal  and  vegetable  tribes 
of  Guiana  prefen t  an  exceedingly 
copious  lift,  all  the  articles  of 
which  are  well  deferibed  by  Mr. 
Bolingbroke.  Many  of  them  are 
remarkable  for  their  fingularity. 
Among  the  vegetable  race,  perhaps 
none  are  mere  curious  than  the 
Nibbees  and  the  Troolies.  “  The 
nibbees  are  long  creeping  plants, 
without  leaves  or  branches,  of  im- 
menfe  length,  whilft  their  circum¬ 
ference  is  feldom  more  than  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  inches,  fometimes 
not  above  three  or  four.  In  the  in¬ 
terior 
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terior  parts  of  the  country  they 
mount  from  the  earth  to  the  tops  of 
the  loftieft  trees,  then  defcend  to 
infert  themfelves  in  the  earth,  and 
then  again  mount  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  tree,  connecting  the  trees  in 
this  manner  in  various  directions. 
Sometimes  they  coil  themfelves 
round  the  trees,  and  fometimes  in¬ 
fert  their  tendrils  into  the  bark, 
thus  deftroying  them  either  by 
compreffion  or  ftarvation.  The 
nibbees  are  made  ufe  of  lor  fatten¬ 
ing  the  thatch  ofhoufes,  for  which 
purpofe  they  are  fplit  into  fmall  li¬ 
gaments.  The  ftalks  are  of  differ¬ 
ent  forms  ;  fome  are  round,  others 
are  angular,  fiat,  or  grooved. 

Trcolies  are  leaves  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize.  They  are  ufed  to  cover 
houfes,  which  they  proteCl  from 
the  mott  violent  rains,  and  laft  for 
many  years.  This  leaf  is  about 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  length, 
and  two  or  three  in  breadth  ;  it  is 
fupported  by  a  ftrong  ttalk,  about 
three  inches  in  circumference  at  its 
commencement.  About  twelve  of 
thefe  leaves,  each  fupported  by  its 
ttalk,  grow  from  the  roots.  In  the 
centre  of  thefe  leaves  a  fhort  ftem 
fhoots  up,  upon  which  is  a  clutter  of 
light  yellow  flowers  ;  thefe  falling 
off  are  fucceeded  by  large  round 
nuts." 

Having  given  a  fhort  fketch  of 
Cayenne  and  Surinam,  and  a  long 
extract  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
•  unfortunate  voyage  to  this  country, 
Mr.  Eolingbrokeclofes  his  volume 
by  a  chapter  of  political  reflections 
on  the  fteps  which  Britain  ought  to 
take  with  refpeCt  to  Guiana.  He 
is  of  opinion  that,  at  no  diftant 
time,  the  Caribbee  iflands  will  be 
completely  worn  out,  and  that 


Guiana  will  then  become  of  the 
utmoft  importance.  Under  this 
idea,  he  boldly  propofes  that,  by 
conqueft  and  by  ceflion,  we  fhould 
occupy  the  whole  country  between 
the  Orinoco  and  the  Amazons  ;  a 
territory  advantageoufly  fituated, 
poffefling  many  natural  advantages, 
and  offufficient  extent  to  form  an 
empire  of  no  trifling  magnitude.  It 
is  rather  amufing  to  fee  a  mercantile 
man  thus  planning  fchemes  of  con¬ 
queft  equal  to  thofe  of  an  European 
potentate.  Fie  defends  his  project, 
too,  with  confiderable  ability,  and 
knowledge  of  the  fubjeft.  He 
does  not,  however,  wiih  toenflave, 
and  in  this,  at  leaft,  he  has  merit. 
“  Trial  by  jury,  and  an  elective 
conftitution  of  the  provincial  ad- 
miniftrations,  are"  fays  he,  <£  the 
fundamental  bleffmgs  which  Britifh 
conqueft  every  where  fliould  afpire 
to  bequeath."  Since  he  wrote,  a 
peace  has  put  an  end,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  to  all  ideas  of  obtaining  Cay¬ 
enne  and  New  Cumana  by  con¬ 
queft,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
long  time  will  elapfe,  before  the 
repofe  of  the  world  will  be  again 
difturbed  by  the  din  of  arms.  In 
the  event,  however,  of  another  con- 
teft,  the  poffeffion  of  Demerara, 
Efl'equibo  and  Berbice,  will  doubt¬ 
less  render  it  comparatively  eafy  to 
execute  any  plan  which  the  Britifh 
government  may  form,  for  adding 
to  our  South  American  dominions 
the  dittridls  which  lie  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Orinoco  and  the  left  of 
the  Amazons.  To  Mr.  Boling- 
broke  certainly  belongs  the  merit, 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  having 
fir  ft  publicly  fuggefted  to  his  coun¬ 
trymen  this  gigantic  fcheme  of  co¬ 
lonial  aggrandizement. 
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lord  Chancellor  and  lord  Hawkefbury  ;  They  are  rejeAed .  [  !  6 
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CHAP.  III. 

Earl  Grey  moves  for  additional  papers  on  the  Ruffian  and  Aujlrian  offices  to 
mediate  a  peaces  between  France  and  England .  Speeches  of  earl  Grey, 
lord  Hawkejbury ,  the  earl  of  Moira,  and  lord  Grenville.  The  paperi 
granted.  Mr.  Whitbread' s  motion  on  the  fame  fubjedi  in  the  leaver  houfe 
agreed  to.  Subfance  of  the  mojl  important  of  thefe  documents.  - Mr . 
Whitbread  moves  three  reflations  inculpating  m  infers  for  not  accepting 
the  mediations  of  Ruffin  and  Aufria ,  and  recommending  a  dire  A  nego- 
tiation  with  France:  A  If  raid  of  the  [perches  of  Mr.  Whitbread ,  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  lord  Milton,  and  Mr.  Canning :  The  reflations  are  negatived . 
Summary  of  the  dfeuffion  on  Mr.  Adam's  motion  relative  to  the  law  of 
parliament,  which  is  rejeded.  Debates  on  the  expeditions  to  Confiantiuople 
and  Alexandria .  DiJ'cuffion  on  the  droits  of  the  admiralty ,  and  on  the 

r  mffion  of  a  forfeiture  to  his  majefty  obtained  by  fr  Home  Pop  ham. 
Speeches  of  Jir  Francis  Burdett ,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the 
advocate  general,  fr  Home  Popham,  Mr.  Sheridan ,  and  other  members. 
The  cafe  of  Jir  Home  Popham ,  again  brought  before  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  Mr.  Lufhington ,  who  propofeS  reflations  cenfuring  that  effeer,  and  con¬ 
demning  the  remifion  of  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  him.  The  motion  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  large  majority.  [37 


CHAP.  IV. 


Converfation  in  the  houfe  of  peers  on  the  orders  in  council :  Singular  declaration 
of  lord  Auckland  rejpeding  them.  Debate  in  the  lower  houfe  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Perceval  for  referring  the  orders  to  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means ,  with  a  view  of  enabling  certain  duties  to  be  paid  by  neutrals  : 
Speeches  of  lord  Henry  Petty ,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  do  A  or  Lau¬ 
rence,  the  majler  of  the  rolls,  Mr.  Windham,  fir  Arthur  Piggott,  and  Mr. 
Fden  :  Mr.  Perceval's  refolutions  agreed  to.  Lord  Auckland  moves  that 
the  houfe  of  peers fhould  reflve  it/ elf  into  a  committee  to  confder  the  orders : 
Sentiments  of  his  lordfhip,  of  earl  Balhurft ,  of  the  lords  Frfine,  Gren¬ 
ville,  Hawkefury ,  and  of  the  lord  chancellor ,  on  the  motion ,  which  is 
l of.  Debate  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  order  in  council  bill  in  the  houfe 
of  commons:  The  meafure  is  fupported  by  the  advocate  general  and  lord 
Caflercagh,  and  cenfured  by  earl  Temple  and  lord  Henry  Petty  :  The 
quefion  carried.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Whitbread  on  the  principle  of  prevent¬ 
ing  the  exportation  of  Jefuits *  bark  :  They  are  anfwered  by  Mr.  Perceval: 
Comments  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  the  fame  fubjed.  The  order  in  council  bill 
puffed  by  the  commons,  and  afterwards  by  the  lords  ;  but  a  proief  againf 
it  entered  on  their  lordfhips’  journals,  figned  by  the  marquis  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  the  earls  of  Bejborough ,  Moira ,  Lauderdale ,  Darnley ,  Fffiex,  and 
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'Jerfeyy  earl  Grey,  and  the  lords  Grenville ,  Saint  John,  Erjkine ,  Ponfunby , 
Idol  land,  and  Auckland:  Judicious  opinion  of  lord  Grenville  on  granting 
commercial  licences  :  Account  of  the  fevered  petitions  againf  the  bill.  The 
hill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Jefuits ’  bark  oppofed  in  both  houfes , 
hut  pa  Jed  vuithout  any  confderable  debates.  Mr.  Horner's  motion  on  com¬ 
mercial  licences ,  and  the  fees  paid  thereon  :  His  fpeech  replied  to  by  Mr . 
Rofe  and  the  advocate  general:  l he  motion  pofponed ,  and  not  renewed  du- 
ring  the fefjion .  [56 


CHAP.  V, 

The  navy  efimates  moved  by  Mr.  Ward ;  and  the  army  efimates  by  the 
fecretary  at  war.  Converfation  on  the  ordnance  efimates ,  which  are 
moved  by  Mr.  AJhley  Cooper.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fates  his 
arrangement  with  the  Bank  ;  and  propofes  J'everal  refolutions  thereon  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  which,  after  fome  comments  re  [petting  them  from 
Mr.  Bankes  and  Mr.  Tierney ,  are  agreed  to.  Various  refolutions  con¬ 
cerning  the  public  revenue  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Perceval  and  adopted. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  produces  the  budget.  Plan  of  transferring 
fock  in  exchange  for  annuities  on  lives :  It  is  objected  to  by  Mr.  W ind- 
ham,  Mr.  William  Smith,  lord  Henry  Petty,  fir  John  Newport,  and 
Mr.  Tierney  ,*  and  defended  hy  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Huf- 
kiffon,  Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  and  Mr.  Biddulph:  The  plan  receives  the 
fan  A  ion  of  the  legifature.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  details  the 
terms  on  which  he  contracted  for  the  loan.  Mr.  Fofer’s  motion  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  Bank  of  Ireland  to  encreafe  its  capital,  and  for  extending  the 
duration  of  its  charter  :  Speeches  of  Mr.  Fofer,  Mr.  Tierney ,  Mr.  Par¬ 
nell,  Mr.  Bankes,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  :  Curious  anecdote 
ref  petting  a  banking  houfe  in  Ireland,  mentioned  by  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  : 
Mr.  Fofer’s  motion  carried.  Mr.  Fofer  brings  forward  the  Irifh 
budget  :  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Parnell  on  the  fame  :  Mr.  Fofer’s  reply  to  fir 
John  Newport’ s  obf  rvations  on  the  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  different  collectors  of  the  revenue.  [70 


CHAP*  VI. 


Debates  on  the  mutiny  bill.  Lord  Cafilereagh’ s  motion  for  introducing  a  claufe 

into  the  bill  to  permit  men  to  enlifi  in  the  army  for  life:  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Windham,  hut  carried.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  propofes  a  claufe  to  prevent 
officers  from  being  difmiffied  fro?n  the  army  by  any  other  means  than  the  fen - 
tence  of  a  court-martial:  He  is  induced  to  withdraw  it :  When  the  bill  is 
carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  the  alteration  in  it  is  combated  by  the  duke 
of  Gloucefer,  the  earls  oj  Darnley ,  Grofvenor,  and  lord  King  ;  and fup- 

ported 
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ported  by  the  earl  of  Buckingham  fire ,  and  the  lords  Boringdon  and  Mel - 
ville:  Singular  fpeech  of  <vif count  Melville  commented  on  by  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefer  :  The  bill  puffed  :  Reflections  on  the  principle  of  limited  fervice. 
DifcuJJtons  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the  bill  for  eflablijhing  a  local  militia  : 
Summary  of  the  arguments  for  and  againfl  the  meafure :  Objection  to  it  urged 
by  Sir  Francis  Burdett:  The  propofal  and  motion  of  earl  Temple  refpeCting 
corporal  punijhment  rejected :  The  bill  carried  through  both  houfes  of  the 
legiflature .  An  aCi  puffed  for  raiflng  a  local  militia  in  Scotland.  Di- 
minfhed  grant  to  the  college  at  Maynooth :  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Fofier,  fir 
John  Newport,  Mr.  Ponfonby ,  fir  Arthur  Wellefley,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  Mr,  Grattan ,  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald ,  Mr.  Parnell,  colonel 
Montague  Matthew,  Mr.  Charles  Wynn,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Stephens , 
and  Dr.  Duigenan  thereon.  Mr.  Barham  s  motion  refpeCting  the  appoints 
me?it  of  Dr.  Duigenan  to  a  feat  in  the  privy  council  of  Ireland  negatived. 
Debate  on  the  Roma?i  Catholic  petition  in  the  houfe  of  commons  i  Mr.  Grattan 
moves  that  the  petition  Jhould  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe : 
The  motion  lofl.  Lord  Grenville  makes  a  motion  to  the  fame  effeCl  in  the , 
upper  houfe ;  but  without  fuccefs  :  Protefl  againfl  rejecting  the  petition 
flgned  by  a  confiderable  number  of  peers .  Ads  paffled  by  the  legiflature 
for  enforcing  the  refldence  of  fpiritual  perfons  in  Ireland,  and  to  make 
provifion  for  building,  and  rebuilding  churches,  chapels ,  and  glebe  houfes , 
as  well  as  for  the  purchafe  of  glebe  lands ,  glebe  houfes  and  impropriations , 
in  that  country.  Obfervations  of  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Perceval, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby ,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  concerning  the 
commutation  of  tithes  in  Ireland.  [85 


CHAP.  VII. 

A  Bill  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr.  Perceval,  for  the  more 
effectual  provifon  of  officiating  curates :  AbfraCl  of  the  arguments  of  lord 
Porchefer,  Mr.  Crevey,  Mr.  Barham,  fir  Francis  Burdett ,  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence,  lord  Milton,  Mr.  Wefiern,  and  Mr.  W indham,  againfl  the  mea¬ 
fure  ;  and  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor ,  the 
folicitor  general,  Mr.  Charles  Wynn,  Mr.  Lufhington,  Mr.  Wilberforce , 
Mr.  Tyrrwhit  Jones,  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  for  it : 
An  amendment  propofed  by  the  fpeaker  and  modified  by  Mr.  Perceval, 
agreed  to.  The  bill  puffed  by  the  commons.  The  bill  fupported  in  the 
upper  houfe  by  the  bifhop  of  London  :  Sentiments  of  the  archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  earls  of  Lauderdale ,  Moira,  Bucking - 
hamfhire,  vifeount  Sidmouth,  the  lords  Harrowby ,  Hawkefury ,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  the  bifhops  of  Rochefier,  Hereford,  and  Carlife ,  on  it :  The 
hdl  thrown  out.  Lord  Harrowby’ s  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefly, 
praying  that  he  would  order  an  account  of  all  livings  under  150/.  per 
annum  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe ,  carried.  The  lords  give  judgment  on 
an  appeal  refpeCting  the  JUp ends  of  the  clergy  in  Scotland.  Ads  paffed  for 
.  regulating 
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regulating  the  commiffion  of  teinis  in  Scotland  ;  and  for  regulating  the  in - 
comes  of  the  Scotch  cltrgy.  A  bill  for  amending  the  law  of  dr b tor  and 
creditor  ref  Hied  by  the  peers  :  an  o  the  r  for  amending  the  fame  law  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  paffied.  A  bill  paffed  for  holding  parties  to  bail  on  informa¬ 
tions  fled  by  the  attorney  general.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly3  s  motion  on  the 
criminal  Itvw  in  the  houfe  of  commons:  A  bill  carrnd  fur  7n:ti gating  that 
law  as  far  as  relates  to  privately  fearing.  Ads  for  the  better  adminif- 
t  rat  ion  of  juf  ice  in  Scotland ,  and  for  allowing  penfons  to  Scotch  judges, 
on  retiring  from  the  bench  through  age  or  infirmity .  Bill  for  preventing  the 
grant  of  offices  in  reverfi on ,  paffied  by  the  commons:  After  fever  a  l  debates , 
it  is  rejected  by  the  lords.  Another  bill  for  preventing ,  during  a  limited 
time,  the  grant  of  offices  in  reverfon  obtains  the  find  ion  of  both  houfe s  of 
parliament.  Adi  to  prevent  the  ufe  of  grain  in  d if  tileries.  Debates  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  conduct  of  the  marquis  Well  fey  to  the  nabob  of 
Oude.  The  reflations  againfi  that  nobleman  moved  by  lord  To/ hi  fane  nega¬ 
tived.  and  an  approval  of  the  marquis3 s  condudi  voted .  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton’’ s  reflations  on  the  fame  fubjedl  rejedied.  Difcujfons  of  the 
me  a  fires  of  the  marquis  Wellcfey  and  earl  Porosis  in  the  Carnatic :  The 
motives  for  the  proceedings  of  thefi  noble  lords  juf  fed  by  a  r joint  ion  of 
the  houfe.  Mr.  Rof’s  motion  on  vaccination.  Mr.  Sheridan3  s  motion  on 
the  affairs  of  Spain.  The  duke  of  Norfolk3  s  quefion  to  min  filers  ref pe  diin g 
co-operation  with  the  Spaniards  a  nf  we  red  by  lord  HavAefury .  Parlia¬ 
ment  prorogued.  [I04 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Account  of  the  rupture  between  Raffia  and  Sweden.  Convention  between 
Sweden  and  England.  Count  Buxhovden  with  an  army  of  Ruffians  en¬ 
ters  Finland.  He  publifihes  two  injidious  proclamations — one  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  country  in  general ,  and  another  to  the  military  claffies.  The 
king  of  Sweden  places  a  guard  over  the  Ruffian  ambafifador  at  Stockholm > 
and  arrefis  a  Ruffian  courier .  Contents  of  the  dif patches  found  on  the 
vtpffie tiger.  Declaration  of  Ruffia  againfi  Sweden.  Reply  of  Gufiavus. 
Manifcfio  of  Denmark  againfi  Sweden ,  with  the  anfiwer  of  the  latter . 
The  king  of  Pruffia’s  declaration  againfi  Gufiavus.  Progrefis  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  in  Finland.  Admirable  retreat  of  Count  Klingfpor .  State  paper 
publfihed  by  the  court  of  St.  Peterfurgh.  Capture  of  Sweaborg  by 
the  Ruffians.  The  Swedes  obtain  feme  advantages  in  Finland ,  and  expel 
the  Ruffians  from  the  ifle  of  Gothland.  Death  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 
Invafon  of  Norway.  The  king  sf  Sweden  demands  a  body  of  Britfih 
auxiliaries.  i  he  troops,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Moore , 
/ent  to  his  affiflance.  Condudi  of  Gufiavus  ref  peeling  thefe  forces.  The 
king  of  Svoeden  prepofes feveral  ohje  Fiona  lie  enter i prifes  to  fir  John  Moore. 
Interview  between  that  monarch  and  the  Engl  file  general,  who  is  put  under 
nr  ref  by  order  of  Gufiavus,  but  efcapes  from  Stockholm ,  and  returns 

with 
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*z vith  the  troops  to  England .  The  king  of  Sweden  greatly  irritated  by  that 
circumjia  vce.  Campaign  in  Finland.  Klingfpor  gains  an  important  •vie., 
tory  over  the  Ruffians  near  Wafa.  Cruelty  of  the  Ruffians  in  that  city . 
Cufavus  addreff  'es  a  letter  to  the  emperor  Alexander i  on  the  enormities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Ruffians  in  Finland.  furious  exp/  ditions  undertaken  by  the 
Swedes.  Klingfpor  driven  from  his  poftion  in  Fuji  Bothnia ,  and  com - 
*  lied  to  conclude  an  armifice  with  the  enemy.  The  king  of  Sweden  breaks 
his  regiments  of  guards.  Klingfpor  fuperfeded  by  general  Klercker  in  the 
command  of  the  Swedijh  army  in  Finland.  The  Ruffians  terminate  ike 
armifice ,  and  force  Klercker  to  retreat.  The  Swedijh  general  Jigns  a 
convention ,  by  which  the  whole  of  Finland  is  virtually  given  up  to  the 
Ruffians.  Naval  t  ran  factious  in  the  Baltic.  A  Ruffian  fhip  of  the  line 
burnt.  The  Ruflanflet  blockaded  in  the  harbour  of  Roger fvcick  by  the 
Englifh  and  Swedes.  The  blockade  abandoned ,  and  the  Ruff  an  feet  ef capes 
V)  Cronfiadt.  Operations  of  the  Swedijh  flotilla.  [150 


CHAP.  IX. 


A  Decree  paflfed  by  the  conjervative  fenate  of  France ,  for  uniting  Kehl, 
Wefely  Caffely  and  Fluflying  to  the  French  empire.  Eighty  thoufand  con ~ 
feripts  placed  at  the  difpofal  of'  government .  A  large  number  of  P ruffian 

prifoners  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  French  army.  Buonaparte  creates  a 
new  nobility  :  Speech  of  the  arch-chancellory  when  he  prefents  the 
fatutes  for  regulating  this  new  order y  to  the  fenate.  Account  of  the 
imperial  univnfty .  Decrees  concerning  the  Jews.  French  expofe. 

Buonaparte  requires  the  pope  to  enter  into  an  offenfive  and  defenfve  al¬ 
liance  with  the  other  fates  of  Italy.  Correfpondence  between  the  court 
of  Rome  and  the  cabinet  of  the  Thu  lleries.  Proceedings  of  the  French  at 
Rome.  Cardinal  Capraray  the  pope' s  nuncio  at  Parity  notifies  the  cfl- 
fation  of  his  powers  as  legate  from  the  Holy  See ,  and  demands  his  paff ports 
as  ambaffador.  Note  of  the  French  m  infer for  foreign  affairs  to  his 
eminence.  The  p  of  ports  granted.  Memorial  publijhed  by  his  holinefs. 
Buonaparte  incorporates  the  Roman  fates  with  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 
Tufctfny  added  to  the  French  empire.  The  French  take  the  town  and 
caflle  of  Scylla,  in  Calabria.  Treaty  between  his  Britannic  majefy  and 
the  king  of  Sicily .  The  French  obtain  pojfeflon  of  the  if  and  of  Capri. 
Sir  Edward  Relieve  defrays  fame  Dutch  flips  in  the  harbour  of  Grieffey  in 
the  if  and  of  Java.  Gallant  ad  ion  between  the  Saint  Fiorenzo  and  Pied 
montaifcy  near  the  if  and  of  Ceylon.  Naval  and  military  operations  in 
the  Wcf  Indies .  Capture  of  the  ifands  of  Saint  Thomas,  Santa  Cruz, 
Marie  Galante ,  and  Defeada ,  by  the  Englifh.  A  French fquadron  efcapes 
from  Rochefort :  it  is  purfued  by  fir  John  Duckworth  and  fir  Richard 
S track  an  ;  but  gets  into  Toulon.  Affairs  of  America.  Dif contents  in  that 
ettmtrjy  in  conjequence  of  the  embargo.  Petitions  on  the  fubjeft  to  the 

frefideni 
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prefident  of  the  United  States :  his  anfwer  to  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bsjion.  Mr .  Jefferfon  caufes  propofals  to  he  made  to -the  Britijh  govern¬ 
ment,  relative  to  the  embargo  and  the  Englijh  orders  in  council.  Mr. 
Canning's  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney ,  the  American  ambaffador  at  London . 
The  papers  laid  before  the  congrrfs  of  the  United  States.  Revolution 
in  Turkey. 


CHAP.  X. 


Affairs  of  Spain.  Retro/peB  of  the  tranfaBions  in  that  country.  Diffen- 
tions  in  the  royal family .  The  prince  of  Ajlurias  wifheS  to  marry  a  relation 
of  Buonaparte* s.  The  feps  taken  by  him  to  accomplifh  his  defres.  He  is 
arrejled  on  a  charge  of  intending  to  fubvert  his  father's  authority ,  and  is 
confined  in  the  monaflery  of  St.  Laurence .  Various  proclamations  publijhed 
by  Charles  IF.  refpeffing  the  prince* s  conduct.  Ferdinand  is  fet  at  liberty. 
Papers  fomid  in  his  poffefjion  during  his  confinement.  His  defigns  certainly 
Jiifpicious.  Secret  treaty  and  convention  figned  at  F ' ontaineblcau,  between 
the  king  of  Spain  and  Buonaparte.  Confequences  thereof .  The  prince  de  la 
Paz  fears  the  lofs  of  his  power  and  influence.  His  corrcfbondence  with 
Murat.  Letters  of  Charles  IV.  to  Buonaparte  :  anfwered  by  the  French 
ruler.  French  troops  colie  Bed  at  Bayonne.  They  enter  Spain ,  and  take 
pff/Jfion  of  Pamplona ,  St.  Sebafiian »  Figueras,  and  Barcelona.  Letter  of 
count  Efpeleta,  captain-general  of  Catalonia ,  to  general  Duhcfme ,  on  the 
fubjeB  of  eflablijhing  depots  for  the  fubfifience  of  the  French  forces  ;  it 
creates  a  general  fenfation  throughout  Spain.  Buonaparte  fends  a  meffage 
to  Charles  IV.  by  don  Eugenio  Izquierdo.  The  king  makes  preparations 
for  emigrating  to  America.  Alarm  of  the  Spanijh  public.  Tu?nults  at 
Aranjuez.  The  king  abdicates  the  throne  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Af- 
turias.  Firfi  aBs  of  Ferdinand  as  fovereign.  The  people  exprefs  great 
joy  at  the  change  of  the  government.  Myfierious  conduB  of  Murat.  Ef¬ 
forts  made  by  Ferdinand  to  conciliate  Buonaparte .  The  French  army  enters 
Madrid.  Ferdinand  makes  his  public  entry  into  the  capital ,  and  is  received 
with  great  applaufe  by  the  inhabitants.  Murat's  clandefiine  intercourfe 
with  Charles  IV.  a7id  the  queen  cf  Spain.  He  receives  a  declaration  from 
the  king  that  he  was  dethroned  by  compulfion  ;  he  demands  and  obtains  the 
fword  which  Francis  I.  furrendered  at  the  battle  of  Pavia.  Intrigues  of 
Murat  to  decoy  Ferdinand  and  his  brother  don  Carlos  out  of  Spain.  Depar¬ 
ture  of  don  Carlos  to  meet  the  Fre7ich  ruler ,  who  is  reprefented  as  on  his 
journey  to  the  Spanijh  metropolis.  Arrival  of  general  Savary  at  Madrid ; 
artifices  of  that  emiffary.  Ferdinand  perfuaded  to  quit  the  capital  to  pay 
his  compliments  to  Buonaparte .  He  efiablijhes  a  junta  of  government  during 
his  abfence.  He  proceeds  to  Vittoria ,  where  he  writes  a  letter  to  Napoleo7i.  . 
Buonaparte* s  reply.  Ferdinand  induced  to  proceed  to  Bayonne.  His 
firfi  interview  with  the  French  ruler.  He  dines  with  Napoleon.  On  his  ' 
return  to  his  refidence 9  he  is  required  to  renounce  the  crown  of  Spain  m 
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favour  of  Buonaparte  and  his  family ,  Conference  between  M.  Champagny 
and  don  Pedro  Cev  alloy  relative  to  this  demand;  irritation  of  the  French 
ruler ,  Propojals  made  by  Champagny  to  don  Juan  Efcoiquiz.  Ferdinand 
appoints  don  Pedro  Labrador  to  difcufs  them.  Inflruffions  given  to  that 
minifier.  Labrador’ s  interview  with  Champagny .  Eva  jive  conduff  of 
the  latter .  Refult  of  the  negotiations .  [  1 65 
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Manner  in  which  the  prince  de  la  Paz  is  fet  at  liberty .  Buonaparte 
dravos  Charles  IV.  the  queen  of  Spain ,  and  the  favourite  to  Bayonne . 
The  old  monarch  requires  from  Ferdinand  a  renunciation  of  the  Spanijh 
crown :  The  latter  offers  to  comply  with  the  demand  on  certain  conditions . 
Correfpondence  between  the  ling  and  his  [on.  Interview  of  the  French 
ruler  with  the  royal  family ,  when  Ferdinand  is  ordered  to  make  an  un¬ 
qualified  ceffion  of  the  throne .  Ferdinand  accedes  to  this  propofition . 
Treaty  between  Charles  IV .  and  Buonaparte ,  by  which  the  king  transfers 
all  his  claims  to  the  Spanijh  dominions  to  Napoleon.  Convention  between 
Ferdinand  and  the  French  ruler .  Departure  of  the  royal  family  of 

Spain  for  the  interior  of  France.  Infurreffion  at  Madrid.  Confequences 
thereof.  Timidity  and  indecfion  of  the  junta  of  government.  Mural 
confiituted  prejident  of  the  junta,  and  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom . 
His  various  proclamations  to  the  Spaniards.  Addrefs  of  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  inquifition  to  all  its  fubordinate  tribunals .  Letter  of  Charles 
IV.  to  the  Spanijh  nation.  Addrejs  of  Ferdinand  and  the  infants  of 
Spain  to  the  people.  Meafures  taken  by  Murat  refpeffing  the  appointment 
of  jofeph  Buonaparte  to  the  crown.  Proceedings  of  the  junta ,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Cafiile ,  and  the  municipality  of  Madrid.  Letter  from  the  cardinal  de 
Bourbon  to  Napoleon.  Buonaparte  convokes  an  affembly  of  notables  to 
meet  at  Bayonne  to  fix  the  bafis  of  the  new  government ,  and  iffues  a  pro¬ 
clamation  on  the  fubjeff.  A  fpirit  of  refijlance  to  the  opprefjion  of  Napoleon 
burfls  forth  in  mojl  parts  of  the  peninfula.  Juntas  formed  for 
the  provfional  government  of  the  provinces .  Subfiance  of  their  various 

appeals  to  the  people .  The  captain- general  of  Aragon  imprifoned  by  the 

patriots ,  and  the  government  conferred  on  doit  Jofeph  Bala  fox:  His  hold 
?neajures.  Tranjaffions  of  the  junta  oj  Seville:  Precautions  reco?nmended 
by  them  to  be  obferved  in  the  conduff  oj  the  war :  Their  addreffes  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Madrid ,  and  to  the  French  foldiers .  The  patriots  apply  to 
Great  Britain  for  affiance.  Deputies  from  feveral  provinces  of  Spain  ar¬ 
rive  in  London.  The  f applies  which  they  requefi  to  have  granted .  An 
order  of  council  publifhed  by  the  Englifh  government  fating  that  all  hof- 
tilities  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  have  ceafed*  [183 
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The  Spanifh  patriots  open  communications  with  the  deputy  governor  of  Gib. 
r altar ,  and  the  Brit  jo  admiral  on  the  Cadiz,  fat  ion.  The  inhabitants  of 

Cadiz  put  the  marquis  de  Solano  to  death ,  on  account  of  his  adherence  to 
Buonaparte .  The  command  in  that  part  of  Spain  a  [fumed  by  don  Thomas 
Morla.  Capture  of  the  trench  feet  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  by  the 
Spaniards.  G Lateral  Dupont  enters  Andalufa  with  a  body  of  French 

forces :  he  takes  and  plunders  Cordova.  Operations  of  the  Spaniards  under 
general  Cafanos.  Battle  of  Baylen ,  in  which  the  French  are  defeated. 
The  French  furrender  on  condition  that  they  Jhall  be  fent  to  France  by 
fea  ;  but  the  engagement  is  broken  by  the  Spaniards ,  and  the  French  troops 
are  detained  as  prifovers  of  war.  Expedition  of  general  Moncey  to 
Valencia  :  he  attacks  the  city,  but  is  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the  inhabitants  ; 
Moncey  retires  from  the  province  with  confderable  lofs  of  men.  Pro. 
ceedings  of  general  Lefebvre  in  Aragon.  Siege  of  Zaragoza  :  heroic 
defence  of  the  citizens :  animated  conduct  of  the  women  :  bravery  of 
Augvfina  Zaragoza .  The  French  gain  poffejflon  of  half  the  city:  tie 
confiidis  maintained  by  both  parties  with  great  Jlaughter.  The  Zara  go. 
zatis  gradually  recover  their  lof  ground.  Lefebvre  abandons  the  fl'ge, 
Tranfadiions  at  Zaragoza  after  the  retreat  of  the  French.  The 
Spaniards  commanded  by  general  Cuefa  defeated  at  Medina  del  Rio  Seco , 
by  general  Lafolles.  Their  retreat  ably  covered  by  general  Blake .  In. 

tffediual  attempts  of  Marjhal  Befit  res  to  win  Blake  over  to  the  French . 
Blake  appointed  governor  and  captain. general  of  Galicia .  Exertions 

of  the  bifbop  of  St.  Andero  in  the  cauje  of  independence .  The  patriots 

obtain  poflfefflon  of  many  of  the  ports  in  the  bay  of  B 'f  ay .  The  Trench 

enter  St.  Anderc,  which  they  afterwards  pillage  and  quit.  Proceedings 
at  Bayonne.  Arrival  of  f-ofeph  Buonaparte.  Deputations  of  the  Span  if 
grandees  and  public  bodies  af'tmbled  in  that  city  prefent  add  reflets  to  him. 
Proclamation  of  the  grandees  to  the  people  of  Spain.  Convention  of 
notables  :  conduct  of  that  affemblj.  A  confitution  for  Spain  fubmitted 
to  it ,  and  approved .  Tree  members  of  the  convention  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  ffufeph  Buonaparte .  Murat  coiflituted  king  of  Naples. 
Jofeph  appoints  his  minjiers ,  and  fets  out  for  Spain,  lie  enters  Madrid 
and  is  proclaimed  king.  Intelligence  of  the  had'  fuccefs  of  the  Trench 
in  the  Jouth  of  Spain,  and  of  the  advance  of  the  Andalufian  and  Valen . 
cian  forces,  reaches  the  capital.  Several  grandees  and  other  perfons  of 
difiinfiion  abandon  the  rjiirper,  and  make  their  ejeape  from  Madrid. 
Alarm  and  flight  of  Jofeph.  Madrid  totally  evacuated  by  the  French 
troops.  Meafures  taken  by  Buonaparte  for  fccuring  the  Spanijh  colonies, 
counteraded  by  the  activity  of  the  naval  commanders  of  Great  Britain. 
Mofl  of  the  colouifls  embrace  the  opinions  of  the  Spanijh  juntas.  Tempo-* 
r fling  policy  of  Linkers.  His  proclamation  io  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos 

Ayres . 
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Ayres.  The  Spanifl  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Romanat 
fationed  in  the  Danijh  Ijlandy  liberated  by  Admiral  Keats ,  and  fent  to  the 
Peninfula .  [J99 
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Affairs  of  Portugal,  Conduct  of  funot  at  Lijbon .  Report  of  the  French 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Buonaparte ,  relative  to  Portugal,  JunoP  s 
Proclamations  to  the  Portuguefe :  his  extortions  and  fe verity.  Manifefo 
of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal ,  after  his  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro . 
Precautions  obferved  by  funot  after  the  popular  movements  in  Spain :  he 
difarms  the  Span  if  troops  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lijbon .  In¬ 
jur  re  ion  at  Porto :  a  Provifonal  Government  efablifed  in  that  city  :  its 
proceedings .  State  of  other  parts  of  Portugal.  Brit  if  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellefey  to  that  country.  Tranfadions  of 
Sir  Arthur .  He  lands  in  Mondego  Bay ,  and  advances  with  the  Englif 
and  P ortuguefe  forces  towards  Lifon.  Strange  behaviour  of  the  Portu - 
guefe  general ,  voho  feparates  his  troops  from  the  Britif .  Ad  ion  between 

the  Engl  if  and  French  on  the  heights  near  Roleia :  the  French  defeated . 
Plan  of  Sir  Arthur  to  move  forward  countcraded  by  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Harry  Burrard.  Battle  of  Vimiera ,  in  which  the  French ,  under  Junoty 
fufam  a  total  defeat .  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Vimiera  to  take  the  command  of  the  Englif  army .  An  armifiice  agreed  to 
between  the  Englif  and  French.  Definitive  Convention  concluded  for 
the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  enemy.  Separate  agreement  figned  by 
Sir  Charles  Cotton  and  Admiral  Siniavin  relative  to  the  Ruffian  fleet  in 
the  Tagus.  Difl'atisfadion  of  the  Portuguffe  with  the  Convention .  Pro- 
tefls  made  cigainfl  it  by  the  Portuguefe  Generals.  Proceedings  of  the 
Commiflioners  appointed  to  carry  the  Convention  into  ejfed:  E  forts  made  by 
the  Britif  Commiflioners  to  make  the  French  dif gorge  part  of  their  plunders 
Shameful  condud  and  evafions  of  the  French:  A  confider  a  hie  quantity  of 
pillage ,  both  public  and  privates  recovered  for  the  Portuguefe.  Refent- 
rnent  of  the  people  of  Lifon  agaiufl  the  enemy.  The  French  embarked  and 
fent  to  France .  Tumult  at  Porto  before  the  tranf ports  failed ,  which  were 

to  convey  part  of  the  French  army.  Co rrefpoud e nee  b  tween  Sir  Hew 

Dalrymple  and  the  Biflop  of  Portoy  concerning  the  re-efablfment  of  the  Re¬ 
gency.  Sir  Hugh  invefls  five  members  of  the  old  Council  of  Regency  with 
fovereign  authority ,  until  the  pleafure  of  the  Prince  Regent  fall  be  known. 
Prefentation  of  arms  to  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  dif  armed  by  Junot .■* 
Difcontent  of  the  public  when  the  account  of  the  Convention  arrives  in 
England .  The  Corporation  of  London  addrefs  his  Ma jefly ,  and  pray  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  generals  employed  in  the  expedition.  His 
Majefly’s  reply.  The  Corporation  difatisfied  with  the  King's  anfwcr: 
They  vote  certain  reflations  on  the  fubjed.  Meetings  called  for  addrefs- 
ing  his  Majefly  on  the  fame  bufutejs  in  various  parts  of  the  country .  A 
Vol,  L.  or  Vol.  VIIL  New  Series.  *  3  D  Bcatd 
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Board,  of  Inquiry  infituted  for  examining  the  propriety  of  the  Convention* 
The  Report  of  the  Board  delivered  to  his  Majejly .  The  Commander  in 
Chief  dire Bs  the  board  to  reconjtder  the  quefions  of  the  Armiflice  and  Con¬ 
vention.  Opinion  of  the  board  on  th  fe  points.  Final  decifion  of  the  King 
on  the  matter.  [  2 1 5 
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Continuation  of  the  affairs  of  Spain.  Addrefs  of  the  council  of  Madrid  to  the 
Spanijh  people :  Their  circular  letter  to  the  provincial  juntas  :  Retrof peBlve 
memoir  of  their  tranfaBions.  Declaration  of  the  junta  of  Seville  recom¬ 
mending  the  efiablijhment  of  a  fupreme  council  of  government.  A  fupreme 
junta  eledtcd  and  inf  ailed  at  Aranjuez :  its  difference  with  general  Cue  fa , 
which  is  arranged.  A  military  commifjion  inflituted.  Various  important 
papers  publijhed  by  the  new  government.  Ref eB  ion  on  the  inaBivity  of 
the  Spanijh  armies.  State  of  Catalonia .  The  count  de  Caldagues  defeats 
the  French ,  who  under  Duhefme  were  invefing  Gerona,  and  raifes  the 
fiege  of  that  city .  Duhefme  is  obliged  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  defence  of 
Barcelona.  The  Patriots  efiablijh  a  junta  at  Bilboa :  The  place  taken  by 
the  French  ;  and  again  captured  by  the  Spaniards  commanded  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Portazgo,  who  is  afterwards  forced  to  evacuate  the  town ,  and 
abandon  it  to  the  enemy  :  it  once  more  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards. 
Movement  of  general  Blake.  Poftion  of  the  Spanijh  armies.  TranfaBions 
in  France.  The  fate  of  Spain  concealed  from  the  French  by  the  cabinet  of 

the  Thuilleries.  A  garbled  account  of  the  events  in  the  Peninfula  publijhed 
in  the  Moniteur .  Reports  on  Spanjh  affairs  laid  before  the  French  fenate . 

Buonaparte  s  meffage  to  the  fenate.  Report  of  the  minif  er i  of  war  to  the 
French  ruler .  Buonaparte' s  addrefs  to  his  Jolliers.  Meeting  between  the 
ruler  of  France  and  the  emperor  of  RuJJia  at  Erfurth.  A  propofal  made 
by  Alexander  and  Buonaparte  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  for  negotiating  a 
general  peace :  diplomatic  correfpondence  on  the  J'ubjeB :  Rupture  of  the  in- 
terceurfe.  Return  of  Buonaparte  to  Paris.  He  opens  the  Jeffion  of  the 
legifative  body .  He  Jets  out  for  Spain.  Poftion  of  the  French  and 
Spanijh  armies.  Operations  of  general  Blake.  Defeat  and  dfperjion  of 
his  army.  The  Spaniards  under  count  Belveder  routed  at  Burgos.  The 
French  defeat  the  army  commanded  by  Cafanos  at  Tudela.  Proceedings  of 
the  fupreme  junta:  they  create  a  f pedal  tribunal  to  try  confpirators :  their 
want  of  exertion  in  the  exifiing  crifs  of  affairs :  They  delude  the  people  of 
Madrid  by  falfe  fatements.  The  French  force  the  Pafs  of  Somoferra . 
The  junta  quit  the  capital ,  leaving  a  military  commijfon  to  govern  the  city. 
Enthufafic  defre  of  the  people  to  defend  the  metropolis :  Buonaparte  arrives 
on  the  heights  near  Madrid .  A  negotiation  entered  into  for  furrendering 

the  city .  Capitulation  of  Madrid.  The  French  occupy  the  city.  Buona¬ 
parte  iffues  a  proclamation  to  the  Spaniards,  and  a  number  of  imperial 
decrees,  [243 
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